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EMOTIONS  MINU8  REA80N. 

In  a recent  conversation  with  an  old,  in- 
telligent friend,  pretty  well  off  in  earthly 
goods,  we  suggested  as  follows : The 

beauty  and  completion  of  this  world  of 
ours,  with  its  marvelous  phenomena  and 
boundless  resources,  ought  to  be  a per- 
petual object  lesson  to  men,  proving  to 
them  that  we  must  have  received  the  power 
of  completion  through  a proper  organiza- 
tion of  our  collective  relations,  since  we 
come  from  that  cosmical  combination  of 
forces,  and  return  to  them.  The  fact  that 
our  completion,  or  any  approach  to  it,  is  as 
far  as  ever,  the  perpetual  clash  among  our- 
selves in  all  the  most  essential  relations  of 
our  own  existence,  the  extremes  of  wealth 
and  poverty,  the  instability  of  all  that  ap- 
pertains to  human  development,  the  great 
extent  of  unsatisfied  longings  with  most  of 
us,  the  skeletons  in  so  many  estimable  fam- 
ily groups,  not  to  speak  of  those  among 
people  apparently  less  deserving;  all  that 
should  awaken  the  conscience  of  humanity 
and  produce  a grand  revolt  against  the 
self-evident  crookedness  of  our  civiliza- 
tion everywhere,  in  every  modern  nation, 
proving  that  some  great,  revolting  blunder 
lies  somewhere  at  the  root  of  our  social 
turmoils,  and  calls  for  a general  overhaul- 
ing of  that  bad  civilization. 

The  answer  we  received  from  our  good 
friend  was  as  follows:  “I  forget  all  about 
bad  civilization,  and  only  live  with  a loving 
Father  who  I know  will  some  day  bring 
good  out  of  evil,  and  has  a heart  full  of 
love  for  every  one  whom  He  has  made.” 
That  answer  is  but  one  of  the  echoes  of  all 
religions,  ancient  and  modern,  in  forms 
more  or  less  direct  and  explicit,  or  implied, 
but  does  it  represent  the  total  sum  of  all 
human  duties?  To  forget  all  about  the 
wrongs  that  we  allow  right  and  left,  by 
wholesale  and  retail,  is  that  the  proper  way 


for  us  to  show  our  love  to  God  and  to  each 
other?  Is  not  that  to  actually  abandon  all 
love,  and  to  simply  narcotise  our  conscience 
because,  lo ! God  may  later  on  suppress 
all  evil  by  suppressing  the  nations  and  the 
men  who  refuse  to  live  in  accord  with  His 
loving  commands  of  human  brotherhood? 

Take  the  average  father  and  mother  with 
a lot  of  little  children.  Suppose  the  latter 
should  tell  the  former:  You  love  us  so 

much,  that  of  course  we  don’t  need  to  obey 
you.  We  only  need  to  do  just  what  we 
like,  while  we  keep  loving  you  as  much  as 
we  can.  If  we  break  our  toys,  you  shall 
be  good  enough  to  buy  new  toys  for  us. 
If  we  get  sick  by  eating  too  many  green 
apples  from  our  orchard,  you  shall  give  us 
some  medicine  for  us  to  be  well  again,  after 
we  have  given  piles  of  trouble  to  ourselves 
and  to  others.  If  we  break  the  glass  win- 
dows of  our  neighbors,  you  will  pay  for 
that,  you  are  rich  enough,  and  good  enough 
for  that  too.  Would  not  that  breed  a fine 
lot  of  children?  Well,  there  we  have  the 
philosophy  of  most  of  'our  good  people  in 
their  dealings  with  our  beautiful  Father  in 
the  heavens  beyond.  Is  not  that  pitiful? 
All  because  we  think  yet  that  human  life 
is  but  a question  of  emotions,  sentimental- 
ities, love  of  the  kind  that  does  not  want 
to  learn  how  to  obey. 

“If  you  love  me,  keep  my  command- 
ments.” “You  will  be  my  friends  if  you  do 
whatsoever  I command  you.”  “Be  perfect 
even  as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect.” 
“Love  one  another  as  I have  loved  you.  ’ 
How  can  there  be  any  other  kind  of  sensi- 
ble love  but  that  implied  by  such  beautiful 
and  many  other  fine,  sublime  teachings 
from  the  grandest  teacher  that  history 
records  ? 

And  such  teachings  must  necessarily 
predicate  the  need  of  a healthy,  sensible 
civilization,  o|i  healthy,  sensible  national 


912 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


family  groups.  That  must  inevitably  imply 
some  orderly,  brotherly-like  industrial  or- 
ganization giving  to  all  men  the  power  to 
live  a full  life,  to  be  the  arbiters  of  their 
own  destinies  in  such  a way  as  to  generate 
universal  man-hood,  health,  physical,  men- 
tal, spiritual,  just  what  we  all  lack,  some 
through  poverty,  others  through  wealth. 
All  because  we  insist  yet  upon  loving  each 
other,  and  the  Father  of  all  of  us,  in  more 
foolish  emotional  forms,  and  discard  the 
actual  love  of  sound,  righteous  dealings 
with  each  other,  failing  to  respect  each 
other’s  right,  and  the  Fathers  commands. 

Why  should  any  religion,  political  sys- 
tem, governmental  or  social  philosophy 
rest  on  mere  emotions,  and  abandon  the 
fundamental  clement  of  equity  in  men’s 
general  relations,  in  the  industrial  life 
which  alone  can  enable  us  to  live  and  build 
up  nations,  civilization,  progress  or  any- 
thing else?  Yet,  that  is  what  humanity  is 
doing  even  where  we  imagine  to  have  es 
tablished  the  best  religions  and  govern- 
ments. 

Take  now  the  conception  that  a God  of 
joy  and  completion  should  be  satisfied  with 
conditions  such  as  we  manage  to  have 
everywhere,  and  be  willing  to  let  them  go 
on  because  He  can  make  them  right  when 
He  sees  fit.  And  yet  that  is  what  they 
practically  tell  us,  the  very  good  educated 
people  who  ought  to  have  given  us,  long, 
long  ago,  a social  status  in  peace  with  God’s 
laws  of  joy  to  all  and  for  all  men  and  all 
nations. 

Not  long  ago  we  came  across  the  follow- 
ing beautiful  lines:  “Is  it  true  that  order 

is  Heaven’s  first  law?”  Not  if  coercive 
order  is  meant.  Order  in  the  sense  of  har- 
mony is,  indeed,  Heaven’s  first  law,  but 
coercion,  force,  oppression,  is  not  harmony. 
The  first  law  of  heaven  is  equity.  Coercive, 
oppressive  order  is  the  first  law  of  hell. 
The  Chicago  Public. 

The  order  of  harmony  is  what  nations 
have  never  had  yet.  We  seem  to  refuse 
even  harmony  in  love  towards  God  and 
each  other.  We  prefer  yet  the  disorderly 
love  of  getting  the  best  of  each  other 
through  disorderly  laws  in  each  national 
compact.  We  all  stand  by  success  at  the 
expense  of  others,  by  the  crushing  of  other 


men,  by  preventing  them  from  rising  to 
the  level  they  would  if  allowed  to  live  under 
the  exclusive  supremacy  of  eternal  divine 
laws : when  what  we  need  is  success  tc 
all,  to  each  without  directly  or  indirectly 
injuring  anybody,  and  thus  respecting  the 
right  of  all  to  develop  without  any  of  the 
iniquities  of  human  law.  It  is  all  a ques- 
tion of  “emotions  minus  sound  reason,”  as 
we  have  yet.  The  blight  of  such  emotions, 
of  such  love,  if  you  prefer,  a love  that 
throws  the  reasoning  faculties  to  the  winds, 
that  is  the  greatest  folly  we  are  yet  en- 
tangled in.  We  thus  sacrifice  the  future  of 
our  children,  of  ourselves  and,  possibly, 
of  generations  to  come,  to  the  transient 
possession  of  some  advantages  to  some  of 
us. 

Oh ! If  we  could  only  see  the  vanity 
and  rapidity  of  the  advantages  we  get ! 
The  very  wealthy  or  well-to-do  people  who 
stand  by  the  present  social  abnormalities, 
and  try  to  justify  them  by  the  philosophy 
of  a love  to  a loving  God  which  fails  to 
love  men  and  righteousness,  such  very  peo- 
ple have  to  suffer,  as  they  go  through  life, 
agonies  and  mental  disturbances,  disease 
and  even  fears  of  poverty  such  as  a reason- 
able civilization  could  not  have  for  any 
human  being  under  the  sun. 

And  let  us  remember  that  emotions  play 
us  bad  tricks,  not  only  in  the  spiritual  field 
of  religion,  but  in  every  material  activity, 
as  soon  as  we  look  out  for  our  own  selfish 
advantage,  and  thus  forget  what  we  owe  to 
all  men  for  their  respective  healthy  growth 
and  permanent  healthy  joys. 

Jose  Grus. 


THE  TRAIN  DISPATCHER. 

Bro.  Quick’s  article  in  last  November’s 
Telegrapher,  regarding  telegraphers  pro- 
moted to  dispatchers  quitting  the  O.  R.  T., 
and  joining  the  Train  Dispatchers’  Associ- 
ation instead,  seems  to  have  touched  the 
spot,  if  the  howl  appearing  in  the  June 
Train  Dispatchers  Bulletin , the  official  or- 
gan of  the  T.  D.  A.,  can  have  any  cred- 
ence attached  to  it. 

From  the  experience  of  members  of  the 
T.  I).  A.,  it  is  as  noted  in  the  Telegrapher, 
dimply  an  institution  fostered,  encouraged 
and  countenanced  by  the  officials  in  author- 
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ity.  By  countenanced  I mean  looked  upon 
with  favor.  The  person  who  joins  the  T. 
D.  A.  agrees  that  “no  question  of  hours 
worked,  salaries  received  by  or  conditions 
of  service  required  of  its  members  will  be 
considered  in  any  form  by  this  association/’ 
Which  goes  to  show  Bro.  Quick  knew 
whereof  he  was  speaking.  The  constitution 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  is 
construed  on  exactly  opposite  ideas  inas- 
much as  “questions  of  hours  worked,  sal- 
aries received  and  conditions  of  service” 
are  exactly  what  the  O.  R.  T.  was  organ- 
ized for,  make  it  our  reason.  As  Bro. 
Quick  says,  the  O.  R.  T.  is  the  home  of  the 
train  dispatcher. 

The  editor  of  the  Bulletin  remarks  “the 
one  thing  that  unites  us  most  forcibly,”  etc. 
If  the  “thing”  had  been  a brick  house  or 
an  axe,  considerable  energy  and  ink  would 
have  been  saved.  Of  what  use  is  an  asso- 
ciation that  gives  no  protection  to  its  mem- 
bers? That  the  T.  D.  A.  is  no  labor  or- 
ganization is  satisfactorily  attested  by  the 
fact  that  no  typographical  union  label  ap- 
pears on  the  Bulletin.  Also,  a determined 
effort  to  convert  it  into  such  nearly  killed 
it.  Certainly  it  did,  and  would  again,  when 
the  official  permission  and  sanction  and 
support  were  withdrawn  it  would  die  an 
easy,  natural  death. 

It  is  evidently  in  the  mind  of  the  orig- 
inator of  the  item  of  logical,  corn-fed, 
philosophy  that  the  T.  D.  A.  has  all  the 
dignity,  importance  and  executive  trusts 
resting  upon  its  shoulders,  as  has  the  Gen- 
eral Managers’  Association,  which’  is  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  everything  con- 
cerning the  proper  way  of  running  a rail- 
road. The  general  managers  are  distinctly 
officials  without  question,  and  as  such  need 
no  organization  to  protect  their  interests. 
Dispatchers  can  not  lay  claim  to  the  will 
of  officials  for  the  simple  reason,  among 
others,  that  no  orders  or  instructions  go 
out  over  their  signature.  A member  of 
this  T.  D.  A.  discharged,  has  the  privilege 
of  looking  up  a new  job.  No  chance  of 
reinstatement  through  their  organization. 
The  writer  goes  on  with  various  other  ram- 
bling statements  which,  to  a man  who 
has  no  money  to  waste  and  who  has  a fam- 
ily to  support,  and  wants  to  be  sure  of  his 


job  to  do  so,  will  -appear  as  much  Sancho 
Panzo’s  wisdom — very  much  distorted. 

T.  D.  A.  dispatchers  out  of  a job  may 
consult  with  O.  R.  T.  dispatchers  on  the 
fitness  of  existing  conditions  with  profit  to 
themselves,  and  in  the  end  they  will  find 
as  Bro.  Quick  has  so  truthfully  said,  “the 
O.  R.  T.  is  the  home  of  the  dispatcher.” 

A.  Ht  Cotton. 


WHAT  8HOULD  BE  DEMANDED. 

My  brother  brass-pounders,  do  you  ever 
stop  to  realize  the  hoards  and  hoards  of 
money  that  our  employers  are  gathering 
in  each  year  to  be  divided  among  the  di- 
rectors and  millionaires,  and  they  in  turn 
using  it  in  building  palatial  mansions,  buy- 
ing the  speediest  automobiles,  foreign  muse- 
ums, and  foreign  princes  for  their 
daughters.  It  is  true,  as  some  will  remark, 
it  takes  vast  amounts  of  money  to  run  the 
machine  that  we  keep  oiled  and  running 
as  one  big  perpetual  movement  machine. 

In  the  days  before  the  boys  in  the  ca- 
boose and  the  cab  demanded  better  pay, 
these  same  directors  and  shareholders  were 
laying  away  still  greater  amounts  of  “The 
Almighty.”  We  all  know  that  the  moneyed 
men  are  never  growing  poor.  In  fact,  they 
could  pay  the  very  best  wages,  say,  for  in- 
stance, giving  the  sectionmen  $100  a month, 
and  so  on  up  the  ladder  in  proportion,  and 
still  these  selfsame  men  would  be  far  from 
starving. 

Now,  is  it  any  fairer  for  our  coworkers 
who  handle  the  punch,  the  switch,  the 
throttle  and  the  shovel  to  be  paid  any  bet- 
ter than  us,  who  nine  cases  out  of  ten  do 
just  as  much,  and  just  as  responsible  work, 
to  be  granted  the  same  favors.  While  I 
admire  them  for  their  firmness  and  earnest- 
ness in  acquiring  their  aim  and  good  for- 
tune, still  it  is  wrong  to  stand  by  and  meek- 
ly receive  a fraction  of  the  compensation 
they  are  receiving.  Let  them  be  an  exam- 
ple, and  let  us  work  to  acquire  the  same 
ends,  and  fellows,  if  we  don’t  get  them  we 
are  getting  strong  enough  to  do  several 
things  if  we  all  stick  together. 

To  you  fellows  who  are  advocating  the 
$75  minimum,  I would  like  to  know  what 
you  mean  by  such  foolishness?  Of  course, 

I am  a littl^Tn  the  dark  to  the  conditions 
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prevailing  in  the  East,  but  I do  know  that 
$75  out  in  the  West  would  not  be  the  cor- 
rect thing.  Make  it  $100  and  two  weeks 
off  in  a year,  and  it  sounds  a little  better. 
I would  like  to  ask  you  same  fellows  what 
the  brakemen  and  conductors  are  getting 
in  your  country.  Are  they  not  getting 
$75  and  over  ? Don’t  you  do  as  much  work, 
and  work  longer  hours,  and  are  you  not  as 
good  as  they?  Well,  then  why  not  demand 
to-morrow  just  as  much,  if  not  more,  wages 
than  these  same  men  are  receiving?  In 
California  the  boys  at  the  brake  receive  a 
minimum  of  $85,  and  the  conductors  about 
$125.  Well,  then  we  want  at  least  $100. 

It  is  not  everybody  that  knows  the  art 
of  telegraphy,  and  I think  if  we  would 
all  stand  together  it  would  be  the  easiest 
thing  in  the  world  to  demand  and  get  our 
just  deserts.  I may  be  a little  radical,  but 
everybody,  whether  it  be  an  official,  a 
brother,  or  even  the  goat  that  gets  this 
from  the  waste  basket  knows  that  every- 
thing stated  herein  is  as  true  as  it  is  that 
the  sun  rises  in  the  East  and  sets  in  the 
West.  Hoping  this  does  a little  good,  I 
will  “chop  off.” 

“B” 


8HOULD  UNIONIZE. 

If  Bro.  Quick  will  grant  me  permission 
to  write  a few  words  for  publication  in 
our  official  organ,  I will  try  and  bring  up 
for  discussion  something  which  I think  has 
had  little  or  no  debate  in  The  Telegra- 
pher: 

I joined  the  O.  R.  T.  a few  years  ago, 
and  have  had  the  pleasure  of  watching  it 
grow  from  a membership  of  a few  thou- 
sand to  its  present  40.000  or  more  mem- 
bers ; and  during  that  time  I have  not  seen 
anything  in  the  columns  of  The  Telegra- 
pher in  reference  to  compelling  ncn -mem- 
bers on  scheduled  roads  to  join  the  or- 
ganization. 

Almost  every  month  we  read  of  Mr.  So 
and  So  gladly  accepting  the  increase  in 
wages  or  the  shortening  of  hours  on 
scheduled  roads:  but  when  approached  by 
a member  regarding  his  non-membership, 
and  with  a request  to  join  the  organiza- 
tion, they  invariably  reply  with  the  time- 
worn excuse  of  “I’ll  be  with  you  next  pay 


day,”  or  “Pm  going  out  of  the  business.” 
Yet  were  we  to  call  around  two  or  five 
years  hence  wc  find  Mr.  Non  still  doing 
business  at  the  same  old  stand,  and  con- 
tinuing to  give  the  same  time-worn  excuses 
even  while  reaping  the  benefits  of  organized 
effort. 

I fail  to  see  why  these  non-members 
can  not  be  compelled  by  the  following  plan : 
Either  insist -upon  their  joining  the  organi- 
zation or  securing  employment  on  an  un- 
scheduled road. 

The  trades  unions  of  this  country  employ 
this  method  successfully,  and  I see  no  rea- 
son why  we  cannot  do  the  same.  The  O. 
R.  T.  is  no  longer  an  experimental  body, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  is  as  firmly  estab- 
lished as  any  organization  in  North  Amer- 
ica. 

Should  this  plan  be  established  there 
would  be  fewer  detestable  “scabs”  employed 
on  roads  where  our  members  were  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  a strike  to  obtain  just 
and  honorable  rights.  The  non  would  then 
realize  that  should  the  O.  R.  T.  win  he 
would  be  compelled  to  seek  employment 
on  some  non-union  road,  or  put  into  prac- 
tice his  framed  excuse,  “I  am  going  out  of 
the  business.” 

Hoping  that  the  editor  does  not  find  this 
too  radical  to  print,  and  that  it  does  not 
draw  out  as  lengthy  a discussion  as  some 
of  the  articles  published  heretofore,  I re- 
main. 

Cert.  231,  Div.  26. 


“WAGE8.” 

The  present  average  wages  of  the  tele- 
graph operator  in  this  grand  United  States 
will  not  exceed  the  princely  sum  of  $50 
per  month. 

Taking  the  plain  figures  for  it,  have  you 
ever  figured  out  just  what  you  are  toiling 
your  life  away  for?  Here  they  are:  Three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  days  per  year  at 
twelve  hours  per  day  means  just  4,380 
hours.  You  receive  $600  per  year,  if  you 
have  the  b°st  of  health  and  are  not  com- 
pelled to  1 ,y  off.  Figuring  this  down,  the 
pencil  shows  that  you  are  receiving  less 
than  fourteen  cents  per  hour.  This  means 
that  v e are  bought,  body  and  soul,  for  time 
eternal  for  fourteen  cents  per  hour.  Just 
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pause  a moment;  yes,  five  of  them,  and 
look  the  plain  facts  square  in  the  face. 
Do  they  look  inviting  to  you.  Some  of 
the  brothers  are  enjoying  a larger  salary, 
but  it  has  been  through  constant  effort  and 
unceasing  loyalty  to  the  O.  R.  T. 

CAUSE. 

“Ham”  factories.  No  need  to  go  into 
details  as  to  what  is  meant  by  those  two 
words.  We  all  know  the  term,  and  every 
man  of  us  should  stand  up  and  say,  “I 
will  not  have  a ‘ham*  in  my  office,  job  or 
no  job.”  The  condition  of  the  telegraph 
operator  can  not  be  much  worse,  and  just 
by  that  stand  we  can  accomplish  our  aim, 
that  of  better  wages  and  more  privileges. 
A man  who  will  teach  a student  at  this 
stage  of  the  game  is  a traitor  to  his  call- 
ing, and  should  be  treated  as  such.  We  are 
made  acquainted  with  several  of  the  gen- 
tlemen (???????)  scabs  in  every  issue  of 
our  journal,  and  we  all  know  how  to  act 
when  we  meet  such  men. 

EFFECT. 

We  are  slaves.  What  privileges  do  we 
have?  Only  one.  That  of  going  to  work 
at  seven  and  quitting  at  seven,  with  an  hour 
out  for  dinner,  if  the  dispatcher  does  not 
happen  to  want  you  to  aid  him  in  the  move- 
ment of  some  freight  train.  This  is  the 
condition  on  some  of  our  so-called  sched- 
uled roads.  On  unscheduled  roads  it  makes 
men's  blood  boil  to  think  of  the  conditions. 
Eighteen  to  twenty  hours  for  a day's  work, 
and  discharged  when  you  get  “too  old.” 
No  pay  for  overtime,  and  not  a Sunday  out 
of  the  whole  year  that  you  can  call  your 
own.  When  other  people  who  are  working 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  you  in  the  same 
city  or  village  don  their  best  clothes,  and 
drop  the  cares  of  business,  you,  “the  agent 
or  telegraph  operator,”  must  eat  your 
breakfast  in  fifteen  minutes,  if  you  happen 
to  sleep  a little  late,  account  being  up  for 
the  local  freight  until  2.30  a.  m.,  and  fly 
to  the  office  for  fear  that  some  train  will 
be  laid  out  for  five  minutes  if  you  are  not 
on  time.  You  are  working  at  just  half  the 
salary  that  your  fellow  workmen,  the  train 
men  are  getting,  boys.  Can  you,  will  you 
continue  to  endure  this  condition  of  things? 
Are  we  not  free  born  and  part  white?  Do 
we  have  to  endure  it?  No!  No!  A 


thousand  times,  No!  Do  you  realize  our 
strength  ? 

REMEDY. 

Decide  upon  a date  for  action  over  the 
whole  United  States.  Draw  up  a set  of 
rules  to  be  adopted  by  every  system  alike, 
treating  on  hours  and  rate  of  pay.  This 
part  to  be  done  by  a committee  composed 
of  one  man  selected  from  each  division  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Bros.  Perham  and 
Quick,  and  thefir  able  assistants.  They 
could  also  decide  upon  the  best  way  of 
handling  the  movement. 

Our  terms  should  be  “unconditional  sur- 
render.” Men  of  the  character  who  would 
be  elected  on  the  Grand  Committee  would 
not  ask  anything  unreasonable  in  the  uni- 
versal schedule,  and  we  have  received  “no 
quarter”  from  any  portion  of  the  roads 
for  so  long,  as  regards  wages  and  hours, 
that  we  are  deserving  of  everything  we 
can  get.  Victory  awaits  us  in  the  near 
future. 

Marching  along,  38,000  strong, 

Let  “victory”  be  the  cry; 

We  soon  shall  hear  from  all  the  throng, 
Now  is  the  time  to  do  or  die. 

Cert.  218. 


EXPENSE  BILL8. 

About  the  first  thing  a telegrapher  learns 
of  station  agents*  work  is  the  making  of 
expense  bills,  and  I doubt  if  there  is  any 
piece  of  clerical  work  more  despised  by 
the  average  telegrapher  unless  it  be  the 
making  of  Western  Union  reports. 

As  so  much  depends  upon  the  correct- 
ness of  the  expense  bill,  let  us  first  take 
up  the  things  that  are  essential.  The  mer- 
chant who  is  up-to-date  figures  the  cost  of 
each  article  F.  O.  B.  in  his  store,  and  in 
order  to  do  this  the  weight  and  rate  for 
each  article  must  be  shown.  “Groceries, 
450  lbs.,  $1.25”  is  not  sufficient  when  the 
term  “groceries”  covers  articles  that  go  at 
so  many  classes  of  rates. 

All  notations  of  shortage  or  damage 
should  be  shown  as  should  also  original 
car  numbers,  and  place  of  transfer,  when 
there  is  either  shortage  or  damage.  This 
will  save  much  work  when  claim  is  made. 
As  the  company  requires  the  original  ex- 
pense bill  in  the  settlement  of  claims,  any 
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duplicates  made  should  be  plainly  marked 
‘‘duplicate,’  so  as  to  avoid  the  possibility 
of  the  consignee  and  consignor  presenting 
claims  by  presenting  what  apears  to  be 
two  original  bills. 

All  advance  charges,  such  as  switching, 
drayage  or  demurrage  should  be  fully  ex- 
plained, as  the  person  who  pays  the  freight 
is  entitled  to  know  what  he  is  paying  for. 

The  duplicate  expense  bill  system  is  get- 
ting to  be  used  on  most  all  roads,  and  has 
many  advantages.  The  agent  having  a 
carbon  copy  of  the  receipt  given  the  con- 
signee enables  him  to  verify  his  cash  col- 
lections in  case  he  is  off  on  his  balance. 
If  two  or  more  bills  arc  collected  from  the 
same  person  at  one  time  the  necessary  ad- 
dition should  be  made  on  the  back  of  one 
of  the  copies  the  agent  keeps.  This  pre- 
caution has  saved  many  dollars,  as  it  is 
easy  to  make  an  error  of  a dollar  that 
will  not  be  noticed  until  the  time  of  bal- 
ancing up  the  cash  at  night. 

Commencing  with  the  first  way-bill  taken 
into  January  account,  give  each  consign- 
ment a pro-number ; all  bills  taken  into 
January  account  having  the  prefix  “A”  to 
the  pro-number.  Bills  taken  into  Febru- 
ary account  should  commence  with  “B-i,” 
and  so  on  throughout  the  year,  omitting  the 
letter  “I,”  which  often  confuses  with  “J,” 
when  hurriedly  written.  If  a separate  book 
is  kept  for  way-bills  from  foreign  roads, 
such  bills  may  be  designated  by  the  prefix 
“X.”  This  system  helps  much  in  entering 
the  bills  in  the  proper  column  in  the  cash 
book,  where  the  current  and  previous 
month’s  bills  are  required  to  be  kept  sepa- 
rate, and  is  also  a ready  guide  to  locating  in 
what  month’s  account  a certain  bill  was 
taken  when  it  comes  up  in  the  process  of 
investigating  claims,  etc. 

An  expense  bill  case  is  a valuable  help 
to  an  agent  enabling  him  to  sort  out  his 
bills  in  alphabetical  order,  and  save  much 
time  in  looking  to  see  if  any  freight  for  a 
given  person. 

After  entering  the  bills  in  the  cash  book 
those  entered  on  each  page  should  be  filed 
to  themselves,  properly  indexed,  and  all  the 
bills  for  the  month  should  be  filed  in  one 
package  at  the  close  of  the  month. 


I know  that  I have  not  exhausted  the 
subject,  but  will  be  satisfied  if  I have  given 
some  hint  that  will  prove  of  help  to  a 
brother.  At  some  time  in  the  future  I will 
try  and  give  hints  on  claims,  the  cash  book. 
Western  Union  reports,  and  other  subjects 
of  interest  to  station  employes. 

E.  R.  Cram. 


HERE  YOU  ARE. 

I would  like  to  have, a chance  to  shake 
with  Bro.  F.  A.  Wilson.  He  expresses  my 
sentiments  exactly.  If  the  Order  was  only 
composed  of  men  like  him,  we  would  be 
better  off. 

If  Bro.  Quick  will  allow  me  room  in 
our  journal,  I will  add  my  say  to  the  many 
others. 

First  and  foremost,  the  U.  S.  Mail  seems 
to  be  hurting  many.  Some  say  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid  handling  it.  Now,  in 
Canada,  do  you  know  what  a telegrapher 
has  to  do  with  the  mail  sack?  Nothing 
whatever,  unless  the  mail  carrier  does  not 
feel  like  getting  out  of  bed  to  attend  to 
some  night  train,  in  which  case  he  may 
hire  the  telegrapher  to  exchange  it.  There 
the  railroad  companies  contract  to  haul  the 
mail.  The  carrying  of  the  mail  to  and 
from  the  depot  is  let  by  contract  by  the 
government.  Notice  is  posted  in  the  town 
that  tenders  will  be  received  for  the  carry- 
ing of  mail  between  post  office  and  depot, 

a distance  of until  such  a date.  Any 

one  who  wishes  to  furnish  the  required 
bond,  and  tender  low  enough,  gets  the  con- 
tract. Why  can’t  the  U.  S.  government  do 
likewise?  If  the  railroad  company  con- 
tracts to  carry  it  eighty  rods,  they  can  let 
it  bv  contract,  and  pay  some  one  a salary 
for  looking  after  it.  Certainly  they  will 
kick,  but  next  time  your  committees  go 
before  the  management,  have  a few  clauses 
reading  as  follows,  in  the  schedule  pre- 
sented : 

Telegraphers  will  not  be  required  to  han- 
dle U.  S.  mail. 

Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  such  as 
wrecks,  washouts,  snow  blockades,  slides, 
etc.,  telegraphers  will  not  be  required  to 
work  Sunday. 

Eight  consecutive  hours’  work  will  con- 
stitute a day  for  telegraphers  at  all  points. 
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If  required  to  work  over  eight  hours,  over- 
time will  be  paid  pro  rata,  but  in  no  case 
less  than  twenty-five  cents  for  the  first 
three  hours,  and  thirty-five  cents  for  each 
succeeding  hour.  Telegraphers  called  out- 
side regular  hours  will  be  allowed  fifty 
cents  for  the  first  hour,  and  overtime  as 
per  first  clause  of  this  paragraph. 

After  one  year’s  service  telegraphers  will 
be  granted  two  weeks’  leave  of  absence  at 
full  pay. 

Telegraphers  after  one  year's  service  will 
be  granted  annual  passes  over  the  system 
on  which  they  work,  such  pass  to  be  re- 
voked when  telegrapher  leaves  the  service. 

Let  a committee,  backed  by  a ninety  per 
cent  organization  present  this,  and  stand 
firm.  Of  course  the  management  would 
kick,  but  let  them,  and  if  they  refuse  to 
sign  it  as  it  stands  after  sufficient  time  for 
consideration,  and  a fair  warning  of  the  re- 
sult if  they  refuse,  call  the  telegraphers 
out,  and  see  the  result  in  a few  days. 

You  can  all  understand  it  is  time  that  a 
desperate  move  was  resorted  to  on  the  part 
of  the  telegraphers.  We  have  been  under 
the  iron  heel  of  oppression  too  long  al- 
ready. I am  by  no  means  partial  to  a strike. 
It  is  something  to  be  avoided  if  possible, 
but  to  be  resorted  to  if  necessary,  and  if 
the  worst  comes  to  worst,  there  are  no 
telegraphers  to-day  but  who  are  ready  to 
lay  off  a month,  if  necessary.  Less  than  a 
week  will  be  just  as  effective  if  it  is  neces- 
sary at  all,  and  I hardly  think  it  will  be. 

An  easy  solution  of  the  pass  problem 
would  be  to  have  the  company  issue  a cir- 
cular to  conductors  'authorizing  them  to 
pass  members  of  the  O.  R.  T.  on  up-to-date 
cards. 

Let  the  salary  question  remain  out  of  it 
for  the  present.  If  you  work  eight  hours 
for  the  same  you  now  work  twelve  for.  it 
would  be  a whole  lot  better  than  working 
twelve  for  a $75  minimum.  What  we  want 
now  is  shorter  hours,  and  improved  con- 
ditions Certainly  our  present  salary  is  too 
small,  even  had  we  the  conditions  here 
mentioned,  but  let  us  get  these  conditions 
first,  then  go  after  more  pay. 

I propose  that  every  local  chairman  try 
and  arrange  a joint  meeting  with  the  O. 
R.  G,  B.  R.  T.,  B.  of  L.  E.  and  B.  of  L.  F. 


at  once,  and  get  their  sentiments  on  the 
running  of  Sunday  trains.  If  they  will 
stand  with  us,  and  I believe  firmly  they 
will,  put  in  a clause  embodying  the  sub- 
stance of  their  joint  action. 

A heavy  stockholder  of  the  W.  U.,  who 
is  also  a member  of  the  board  of  directors, 
recently  said  at  the  meeting  called  by  Pres- 
ident Clowery,  of  the  W.  U.,  shortly  after 
he  closed  the  poolrooms  by  refusing  them 
any  further  use  of  the  W.  U.  wires,  he 
would  rather  receive  no  money  at  all  from 
his  W.  U.  stock  than  have  it  sullied  by 
gambling. 

I wonder  if  his  dividends  ever  burn 
him,  on  account  of  already  overworked  men 
having  the  work  of  the  Western  Union 
forced  on  th,em,  without  even  a cent  of 
compensation?  This  is  the  honor  of  to- 
day— put  up  a good  show  on  the  outside, 
fool  the  world  into  believing  you  are  a 
man  of  high  honor,  but  squeeze  every  cent 
possible  out  of  the  poor  man. 

Organization  is  the  first  thing  necessary. 
The  new  term  cards  are  ready,  and  all 
members  who  have  not  already  paid  dues 
to  December  31,  want  to  get  a move  on. 
It  is  better  to  have  a new  card  before  the 
old  one  runs  out,  and  all  you  who  are 
outside  the  fold  of  the  Order,  get  applica- 
tion blanks  filled  out  at  once.  You  need 
us  and  we  need  you,  so  come  along. 

I think  it  is  time  for  action,  and  less 
talk.  Several  roads  are  preparing  commit- 
tees to  go  before  the  management.  Let 
them  all  remember  that  the  more  they  ask 
for  the  more  they  will  get.  The  company  is 
bound  to  beat  them  down  some  on  all 
points. 

C.  L.  R. 


HASTEN  AGE  LIMIT. 

I wish  to  write  a few  words  regarding 
the  age  limit  which  is  being  discussed  by 
members,  and  which  Bro.  J.  E.  D.,  in  the 
April  issue,  so  strongly  and  ably  opposes. 

Much  can  be  said  for  and  against  an  age 
limit.  I aim  to  be  conservative  in  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  our  organization,  but  I be- 
lieve an  age  limit  of  twenty-one  years,  if 
compulsory  on  all  railroads  in  North  Amer- 
ica, would  prove  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
railroad  telegrapher  as  a class,  now  in  serv- 
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ice,  and  to  those  who  must  succeed  us 
when  we  are  no  longer  fit  for  duty. 

The  first  great  benefit  we  should  derive 
from  such  a law,  would  be  the  assistance 
it  would  give  us  in  minimizing  the  student 
evil,  and  which  is  as  emphatically  essential 
to-day  as  it  was  fifteen  years  ago,  and  will 
so  remain  some  years  hence.  To-day,  upon 
the  eve  of  success  of  our  organization,  the 
student  is  still  a menace  to  the  welfare  of 
all  telegraphers.  An  age  limit,  will  in  a 
large  measure,  remove  the  temptation. 

Why  do  the  railroads  give  employment 
to  the  boy  telegrapher?  Simply  because 
the  boy  as  a class  will  work  cheaper  than 
the  man. 

Bro.  J.  E.  D.  holds  that  the  boy  in  his 
teens  is  equally  qualified  for  responsibility 
with  the  elder  man.  In  a few  individuals 
this  is  true,  but  the  exception  is  prominent. 

The  expert  Morse  manipulator  does  not 
always  make  the  most  valued  man  in  rail- 
road service.  Fair  telegraphic  ability  with 
good  judgment  combine  to  produce  the 
telegrapher  who  will  handle  the  heaviest 
business  with  the  least  fuss,  and  is  a boon 
to  the  dispatcher  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact. 

Good  judgment  is  largely  acquired,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  assume  will  be  found  in 
larger  quantities  in  a class  of  males  whose 
average  age  exceeds  twenty-one  years. 

The  good  brother  cites  his  own  case  as 
an  example  of  juvenile  superiority,  and  in- 
fers that  lack  of  nerve  was  the  reason  why 
his  elder  predecessors  failed  to  “make 
good”  on  the  position  he  now  successfully 
holds.  From  his  own  outline  of  duties 
performed,  the  suspicion  arises  that  per- 
haps the  men  before  him  failed,  not  through 
lack  of  nerve  or  ability,  but  because  they 
felt  they  were  required  to  do  more  than 
one  man  should ; and  it  will  not  be  strange 
if  the  present  agent  will  come  to  regard 
the  position  in  the  same  light  at  no  very 
distant  day. 

I have  the  warmest  fraternal  feeling  for 
our  members  who  have  not  yet  arrived  at 
a voting  age,  and  especially  Bro.  J.  E.  D., 
who,  I believe,  will,  when  he  has  added 
years  to  the  service,  and  perchance  has  a 
personal  experience  with  youthful  compe- 
tition, see  that  as  long  as  railroads  are 


allowed  boy  telegraphers,  men  must  work 
comparatively  cheap.  I hope  abler  broth- 
ers than  I will  be  heard  on  this  question. 
In  the  meantime,  remember  “patience  and 
perseverance  accomplish  much.” 

Cert.  63,  Div.  29. 


GIVE  U8  COMMISSION  OR  GIVE  US 
REST. 

I notice  in  The  Telegrapher  that  a good 
many  of  the  brothers  are  advocating  ten 
per  cent  commission  on  Postal  and  West- 
ern Union  receipts.  This  would  be  all  right 
where  the  telegraph  receipts  amount  to  any- 
thing, but  I think  we  should  have  a mini- 
mum of  at  least  $5  on  the  Postal  or  West- 
ern Union  business. 

The  Postal  Telegraph  Company  allows 
telegraphers  who  are  agents  on  the  Illinois 
Central  and  Yazoo  & Mississippi  Valley 
systems,  a commission  of  ten  per  cent  on 
net  receipts.  Last  month  I collected  in  all 
fifty  cents.  My  commission  being  the  total 
sum  of  five  cents.  Five  cents  is  all  I re- 
ceived to  sit  and  listen  at  that  old  Postal 
wire  twelve  hours  a day,  and  thirty-one 
days  in  a month.  I handled  several  paid 
messages  during  the  time,  for  which  I re- 
ceived nothing.  We  are  compelled  to  keep 
on  watch  for  these  messages  all  the  time, 
even  if  we  do  not  receive  one  in  six  months. 
I say,  give  us  a $5  minimum  or  nothing  at 
all. 

We  should  also  have  a $10  minimum  for 
handling  express.  Last  month  my  express 
commission  was  $325,  the  commission  on 
money  orders  being  $1.25.  I sold  money 
orders  to  the  amount  of  $750,  handled  the 
money  and  was  responsible  for  it.  The 
company  will  not  even  allow  me  a safe  to 
keep  it  in.  I had  rather  cut  the  express 
business  out  entirely  here,  than  to  receive 
less  than  $10  for  it.  However,  I can’t  do 
it  and  hold  my  job.  Let  us  pull  for  a $10 
or  $15  minimum  on  express. 

Last  but  not  least,  we  must  have  $5  per 
month  for  carrying  the  U.  S.  mail,  or  cut 
it  out  entirely.  I prefer  the  latter,  as  an 
agent,  telegrapher,  baggage  agent,  and  all 
around  man  has  not  the  time  to  sacrifice 
with  the  U.  S.  mail  just  about  train  time. 

C i6^4.  Div.  93- 
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EMPLOYER  AND  EMPLOYE. 

I hear  much  of  late  that  is  condemnatory 
of  the  officials  of  various  roads.  It  is  re- 
marked that  such  and  such  an  official  is 
hard-hearted  and  selfish,  refuses  to  raise 
our  pay  or  give  us  an  interview  on  some 
unimportant  affair,  and  desires  to  cut  down 
our  pay,  or  pile  more  work  upon  us. 

I can  not  help  but  make  the  remark  here, 
as  I have  done  in  person  at  some  of  our 
meetings,  that  if  we  were  put  in  these  same 
officials’  places  we  would  do  about  the  same 
as  they  are  doing,  if  not  worse.  We  may 
condemn  them  all  if  we  wish,  but  we  need 
to  remember  that  they  are  looking  out  for 
their  positions  as  well  as  we. 

Now,  as  to  the  duties  which  are  the  cause 
of  some  of  these  remarks.  In  the  first 
place,  when  our  division  superintendent 
goes  over  the  road,  and  stops  at  our  sta- 
tion, we  either  try  to  hide  from  him  or 
put  on  a don’t  care  look,  or  sometimes  a 
very  over-bearing  way,  as  much  as  to  say, 
“I  don’t  care  who  you  are,  or  what  you 
have  to  say.” 

The  superintendent  may  make  a few  sug- 
gestions for  the  improvement  of  our  offices, 
or  he  may  make  mention  of  some  complaint 
that  has  been  made  to  him  by  some  one  in 
our  neighborhood.  After  he  has  gone  we 
will  say  hard  things  about  him  that  we 
did  not  dare  say  when  he  was  in  our  office. 
These  occurrences  are  taking  place  every 
day,  and  wre  agents  and  telegraphers  are 
making  threats  of  what  we  would  like  to 
have  said  to  him,  or  even  wish  he  had  not 
called  at  all. 

Let  us  say  that  both  official  and  agent 
and  telegrapher  are  at  fault.  Can  not  this 
be  remedied?  I say  yes.  How?  Well, 
in  a business-like  manner.  In  this  way, 
for  instance:  When  the  official  stops  at 

our  office,  let  us  be  ready  with  a cheery 
greeting,  and  if  he  is  a man  of  good  judg- 
ment he  will  shake  hands  with  us,  and  we 
with  him,  and  a friendly  feeling  will  be 
established. 

Now,  let  him  criticize,  make  suggestions 
and  correct  our  errors,  as  it  is  his  duty 
to  do,  and  let  us  receive  all  such  in  the 
spirit  in  which  they  were  given.  Yet  do 
not  be  afraid  to  vindicate  ourselves  when 
we  believe  we  are  in  the  right.  Let  us  be 


ever  ready  to  stop  him  in  a pleasant  way 
when  he  is  laying  some  fault  on  us  that 
we  are  not  to  blame  for,  by  convincing  him 
with  a good  and  sure  argument  where  he 
is  wrong.  But  be  sure  we  are  right  be- 
fore we  start,  and  then  try  and  show  him 
why  we  did  so  and  so,  and  that  we  were 
right  in  so  doing.  Make  your  argument 
short  and  to  the  point,  and  if  you  win  you 
have  made  yourself  strong  in  the  eyes  of 
that  official,  and  he  sees  in  you  a man  of 
business,  and  one  in  line  for  promotion. 

This  very  argument  can  be  used  by  our 
general  committees.  When  these  commit- 
tees go  before  the  higher  officials  to  ask 
for  more  pay,  and  they  say  we  are  entitled 
to  nothing  more,  and  we  believe  we  are 
(which  we  all  do)  let  us  have  such  a strong 
argument  to  put  up  that  they  cannot  pass 
us  by,  but  must  give  us  a hearing.  I do 
not  believe  that  there  is  a road  in  the 
country  but  where,  if  all  the  telegraphers 
could  be  persuaded  to  become  members  of 
our  organization,  thus  promoting  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  all,  and  prove  to  the  com- 
pany that  we  are  working  for  their  inter- 
est as  much  as  our  own,  and  that  we  are 
entitled  to  more  pay  and  some  other  things, 
and  can  prove  to  them  that  we  are  right, 
but  that  we  will  be  recognized  as  a noble 
body  of  men,  and  they  will  soon  see  that 
we  are  the  best  class  of  men  in  their  em- 
ployment. 

Allow  me  in  closing  to  say  that  it  is  my 
belief,  that  we  must  show  ourselves  to  be 
men  of  business  principles,  working  for  the 
interest  of  the  company  we  represent. 
With  our  hard-working  officials  at  the  head 
of  our  noble  Order  to  guide  and  direct  us, 
we  can  hold  our  place  among  the  higher 
organizations  of  America. 

Smith,  Div.  No.  41. 


A VOICE  FROM  THE  FAR  NORTH- 
WEST. 


There  seems  to  be  many  subjects  under 
discussion  at  the  present  time,  many  of 
vital  importance  which  should  demand  our 
earnest  consideration.  Yet  I do  not  see  any 
necessity  of  bringing  a great  variety  of 
subjects  up  for  discussion  at  one  time, 
some  of  which  are  immaterial  and  insigni- 
ficant, and  only  serve  to  deter  the  real 
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question  at  issue.  What  we  want  is  more 
fraternalism,  more  unity,  more  brotherhood, 
and  not  such  a diversity  of  opinion.  Our 
one  aim  is  to  the  betterment  of  our  condi- 
tion, and  to  this  end  our  efforts  should 
be  supreme. 

It  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  some  to 
only  secure  a card,  then  proceed  to  cry 
aloud  from  the  hilltops,  “I  am  an  O.  R.  T. 
man ; come  on  with  your  benefits/'  and 
sink  back  into  oblivion  from  whence  he 
scarcely  ever  emerges  except  when  he  finds 
it  necessary  to  “hit  the  road"  in  search  of 
another  position,  and  wishes  to  use  that 
much  beloved  little  card  as  transportation 
from  British  Columbia  to  Mexico,  or  from 
New  York  to  San  Francisco,  or  perhaps,  to 
secure  a night’s  lodging  or  a meal  from 
some  worthy  brother.  While  it  is  noble  to 
always  assist  a brother,  to  what  extent 
arc  we  being  assisted  in  the  great  work  of 
building  up  a fraternity  that  will  be  a social 
and  financial  monument  to  the  memory  of 
the ' profession  in  ages  to  come?  One 
brother  says:  “Investigate  applications." 

“Don’t  admit  any  one  who  has  not  been 
working  a year;  they  are  liable  to  scab." 

Are  they  as  liable  to  scab  in  the  Order 
as  out  of  it?  No!  I would  be  in  favor 
of  accepting  a man  as  eligible  when  he  has 
been  assigned  to  regular  telegraph  duty 
three  months.  Then  investigate  his  appli- 
cation. Within  the  Order  you  can  show 
him  where  his  interests  lie.  I think  you 
will  find  in  looking  up  the  statistics  that 
more  scabs  are  to  be  found  among  the  older 
men  of  experience.  However,  we  are  not 
at  the  present  time  expecting  it  necessary 
to  strike  or  bring  about  conditions  that 
will  invite  a movement  in  this  direction. 
Our  strength  is  recognized  the  world  over, 
and  I think  we  shall  be  able  to  adjust  all 
difficulties  before  us  by  absolutely  peaceful 
methods.  This  fact  is  being  demonstrated 
to  us  daily  by  results  obtained  through 
arbitration  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

We  want  to  demonstrate  that  we  are 
worthy  of  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
our  employers,  and  all  serious  thinking 
people.  We  can  get  legislation  as  well  as 
concessions  in  the  way  of  hours,  increased 
remuneration  and  general  recognition 
through  this  method.  Every  one  can  do 


some  little  work  to  assist  in  the  great  ef- 
fort. 

Even  a committee  when  appointed  to  rep- 
present  us  does  not  know  our  individual 
needs  at  our  respective  stations.  We 
should  write  our  local  chairman,  each  and 
every  one  explaining  the  conditions  under 
which  we  are  working,  what  our  duties 
are,  what  remedy  we  would  suggest,  for 
what  additional  work  that  we  wish  increase 
in  salary  for,  so  that  the  results  obtained 
by  such  committee  will  be  far  reaching,  and 
every  one  of  us  will  receive  the  benefits 
we  are  entitled  to. 

Let  us  try  and  cultivate  a feeling  ot 
friendliness  between  ourselves  and  those 
whom  our  duties  bring  us  in  contact  with. 
Assist  the  division  correspondent  in  all 
news  matter  that  pertains  to  our  division . 
see  that  every  one's  name  is  mentioned 
in  the  monthly  write-up;  make  each  one 
feel  that  they  are  a factor  in  this  great 
institution  of  ours,  and  that  our  interests 
are  identical. 

Lack  of  interest  is  the  most  detrimental 
condition  that  can  be  brought  about. 

Cert.  1511,  Div.  54. 


REAPING  A3  THEY  HAVE  SOWN. 


Recent  happenings  on  the  Santa  Fe  de- 
velop the  fact  that  their  troubles  are  not 
yet  over.  Some  weeks  ago  one  of  their 
Texas  stations,  which  was  manned  by  a 
notorious  scab  from  the  Chicago  district, 
was  robbed  of  several  hundred  dollars. 
Detectives  were  sent  to  the  place,  and  in  a 
short  time  Mr.  Scab  was  discharged  for 
robbing  his  own  station.  He  offered  to 
make  the  amount  good,  provided  they 
would  retain  him,  but  they  could  not  see 
their  way  clear,  and  Mr.  Scab  was  turned 
out  to  face  the  cold  world,  denied  even  a 
clearance  or  a service  letter  by  the  Santa 
Fe  officials.  This  is  another  case  of  a 
“birthright  sold  for  a mess  of  pottage." 

This  poor  scab,  after  being  so  unmerci- 
fully discriminated  against  by  the  kind 
Santa  Fe  system,  could  not  secure  employ- 
ment elsewhere,  and  being  forced  to  look 
for  employment  in  another  line,  took  up 
the  promising  trade  of  a photographer.  Im- 
mediately upon  bis  announcement  as  such, 
some  ungenerous  and  unthoughtful  person. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


921 


presumably  a Santa  Fe  official,  announced 
a boycott  on  his  business.  It  is  not  known 
definitely  whether  he  got  rich  or  not,  but 
after  about  a month  this  new  profession 
was  abandoned,  and  he  started  out  with  a 
new  enterprise  known  as  a moving  picture 
show. 

It  has  been  said  by  one  in  a position  to 
know  that  the  expenses  of  the  Santa  Fe 
system  for  the  past  thirty  days  for  guards, 
etc.,  has  been  near  $7,000  per  day.  They 
are  cutting  station  forces  to  even  up  on, 
yard  clerks  and  callers  are  being  taken  off. 
and  their  duties  are  falling  on  the  teleg- 
raphers. Business  is  slow,  train  crews  con- 
tinue to  be  pulled  off,  while  other  Texas 
roads  are  putting  on  new  and  fast  trains  to 
St.  Louis,  and  advertising  them.  The 
Santa  Fe  comes  along  with  an  ad  like  this : 

SANTA  FE  ROUTE. 
WORLD’S  FAIR. 

SLOW,  BUT  SURE  AND  SAFE. 

Now  is  the  time  for  ticket  agents  to  get 
in  effective  work  Advise  all  passengers 
who  are  friendly  to  scab  labor  to  patronize 
the  Santa  Fe,  and  don’t  forget  the  moving 
picture  man,  but  keep  him  on  the  move. 

Fuzee. 


A FEW  WORDS  ON  PROTECTION. 

“Proceed  with  caution.  Safety  first, 
speed  afterwards,”  is  my  motto. 

Eagerness  to  land  a respectable  and  justi- 
fiable salary  for  each  and  all  telegraphers 
up  to  date,  should  not  be  cause  for  us  to 
leave  anything  undone. 

Every  feature  pointing  toward  victory, 
should  be  drawn  out  and  acted  upon  be- 
fore any  hasty  action  has  been  taken.  One 
of  these  features  is  protection.  Not  a 
brother  or  sister  is  more  anxious  to  have 
our  salary  raised  than  I,  but  I believe  the 
company’s  own  rules  are  best  to  apply  in 
our  case  right  here:  “In  case  of  doubt, 

take  the  safe  side.” 

In  my  estimation  our  protective  fund  is 
not  what  it  should  be.  I believe  that  it 
should  be  much  larger,  $500,000  at  least 
right  now,  and  that  we  lose  no  time  in 
raising  it  to  that  amount. 

To  do  this,  I suggest  that  the  Order  levy 
an  assessment  of  fifty  cents  per  month  on 


each  member  for  a period  of  one  year, 
then  twenty-five  cents  for  each  month  the 
ensuing  year,  and  ten  cents  per  month 
ever  after  that  period. 

Take  the  present  standing  of  our  noble 
organization,  40,000  for  example.  The  as- 
sessment for  the  first  year  would  amount 
to  $240,000.  This  amount  loaned  out  at, 
say  four  per  cent,  would  draw  $9,600  in- 
terest the  first  year,  at  which  time  the 
twenty-five  cent  assessment  would  add 
$120,000,  making  a total  of  $369,600,  this 
exclusive  of  our  present  fund,  and  increase 
of  membership. 

Ten  cents  per  month  looks  small.  It  is. 
Only  means  two  cigars  less  each  month  for 
you,  boys,  but  figure  out  for  yourself  what 
that  small  sum  from  each  member  will 
amount  to  each  month  for  a year,  and  for 
ten  years,  added  to  the  totals  of  the  25  and 
50-cent  assessments,  and  the  present  fund, 
with  compounded  interest. 

If  such  assessments  should  go  into  effect, 
we  could  put  out  at  once  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  well  paid  organizers  to  hurry  the 
completion  of  thorough  organization. 

Part  of  this  fund  could  be  used  in  pen- 
sioning old  and  disabled  members,  making 
life  easier  for  them,  or  it  could  be  used 
in  case  of  a strike,  something  that  the  O. 
R.  T.  docs  not  solicit,  yet  something  that 
is  sometimes  forced  upon  all  organizations, 
or  in  other  words,  for  any  purpose  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Order  see 
fit  to  use  it. 


When  corporations  use  this  method  of 
protection,  I see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  do  likewise.  In  a recent  street  railway 
strike  here,  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
public  was,  “Oh,  the  strikers  will  win,  be- 
cause the  company  can  not  afford  to  pay 
$5  per  day  for  scabs  for  any  length  of  time, 
and  that  together  with  the  boycott  which 
is  on,  will  soon  cause  the  company  to 
yield.”  But  the  public  did  not  stop  to  con- 
sider this,  same  protective  fund,  con- 
trolled by  the  Amalgamated  Street  Railway 
Association,  to  defray  the  expense  of  just 
such  troubles,  or  in  other  words,  they  sim- 
ply pay  the  scab  the  same  rate  of  wages 
that  the  strikers  were  receiving,  and  the 
difference  is  drawn  from  the  protective 
fund. 
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Let  us  get  busy.  You  can't  erect  sky 
scrapers  without  the  best  of  foundations, 
neither  can  a great  organization  go  to  war 
without  ammunition,  and  expect  to  win. 

I would  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  others 
on  this  subject. 

E.  J.  Parsons,  Div.  56. 


LONGS  FOR  ACTION  ON  THE  $75.00 
MINIMUM. 

Through  reading  the  May  journal,  I am 
impelled  to  express  my  opinion  on  a few 
of  the  many  different  plans.  There  seems 
to  be  much  discussion  about  the  $75  mini- 
mum. 

Now  brothers,  let  us  come  to  a conclu- 
sion. It  will  never  do  to  argue  this  ques- 
tion. Let  us  select  one  of  the  many  differ- 
ent plans,  and  all  stick  to  the  same  thing. 
I am  willing  to  do  most  anything  to  better 
myself. 

I am  in  favor  of  the  $75  minimum,  be- 
cause it  was  the  first  suggested,  and  at  that 
time  seemed  to  satisfy  most  of  us.  If  we 
do  nothing  but  discuss  this  question  we 
will  be  giving  our  opinions  every  month 
when  we  should  be  getting  in  our  work. 

Cert.  2644,  “Are  We  Ready,”  in  May 
Journal  is  right  to  the  point,  and  I agree 
with  him.  I think  this  is  the  best  time  to 
make  our  wants  known.  Cert.  7370. 


THE  COLORADO  SITUATION. 

I would  like  to  know  what  is  to  become 
of  the  laboring  man  when  the  governor  of 
a State  will  say  to  him,  “You  belong  to  the 
miners’  union,  now  get  out  of  this  State.” 
Why  don’t  they  deport  the  members  of  the 
mine  owners’  association?  No,  they  per- 
mit them  to  tell  the  union  men  to  take 
out  a card  in  their  association  and  with- 
draw from  the  miners’  union,  or  they  will 
be  deported.  Just  think,  brothers,  some 
of  us  had  about  the  same  experience,  ex- 
cept that  we  were  not  asked  to  get  off  the 
earth.  The  C.  D.  came  along  and  said, 
“Get  out  of  the  O.  R.  T.  or  out  of  the 
service.”  They  also  say,  “Join  the  relief, 
or  we  will  get  a man  that  will.'  This  is 
bad  enough,  but  think  of  us  being  driven 
from  our  homes  and  families  at  the  point 
of  bayonets  because  we  don’t  join  the  or- 


der or  church  that  suits  the  officials.  What 
can  be  more  brutal  than  to  take  a man 
from  his  loved  ones,  and  land  him  out  of 
the  State  in  a desert  place,  as  they  did 
these  poor  miners?  Then  blow  about  civil- 
ized America.  This  is  equal  to  Russia 
fighting  the  little  Japs,  but  the  Japs  will 
win  out.  So  will  organized  labor.  Are 
we  going  to  sit  down  and  wait  for  some 
corporation  to  say,  “Withdraw  from  your 
Order  so  we  can  dictate  where  and  when 
you  go,  what  you  eat  and  drink,  what  you 
pay  for  it,  and  where  you  buy  it.”  Such 
occurrences  as  this  make  me  wrathy,  and 
I can  not  help  but  believe  it  will  every 
union  man  and  every  man  with  a heart  in 
him  who  has  any  regard  for  his  fellow  man. 
I can  not  see  how  any  State  official  can 
call  out  troops  against  a set  of  men  for 
demanding  their  rights,  and  uphold  a cor- 
poration like  the  oppressor  in  forcing  them 
into  their  organization.  Think  the  mine 
owners  are  like  the  coon  that  stole  the 
calf.  He  said,  “ Judge,  it  is  not  justice  I 
am  after,  I want  to  be  cleared.”  That  is 
the  way  with  the  mine  owners;  they  want 
their  own  way  regardless  of  principle. 

Cert.  4178. 


HOW  STUDENTS  ARE  DUPED. 


It  is  almost  beyond  belief,  yet  we  have 
right  here  in  a civilized  community,  more 
than  one  person  who  cares  so  little  for 
the  good  opinion  of  telegraphers  in  general 
that  they  will  persist  in  running  what  is 
commonly  known  as  “ham  factories.” 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  dollar  is 
all  that  they  care  about,  and  do  not  care 
whether  the  student  ever  learns  the  busi- 
ness or  not.  The  chance  is  greatly  in  favor 
of  them  not  learning  as  long  as  they  can 
collect  the  $10  per  month  from  the  fool- 
ish ones. 

All  kinds  of  promises  are  made,  particu- 
lar stress  being  put  upon  the  statement 
that  they  will  teach  them  in  three  months  at 
most.  Of  course  we  all  know  that  this 
is  impossible,  but  the  longer  they  can  keep 
their  students,  the  more  money  they  will 
get  out  of  them.  They  will  get  $10  a 
month  for  the  first  three  months,  then  at 
the  end  of  that  time  will  take  them  another 
three  months,  or  as  long  as  possible  for 
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$5  dollars  a month,  or  even  less,  in  order 
to  keep  them  longer. 

Who  would  think,  in  these  enlightened 
days  that  we  should  have  among  us,  one  so 
dead  to  his  own  interests,  as  well  as  to 
the  detriment  of  his  craft,  not  to  mention 
the  danger  to  the  traveling  public,  that  will 
wilfully  persist  in  such  a degrading  and 
unmanly  calling  for  the  sake  of  a few  paltry 
dollars  ? 

And  how  refreshing  it  is  to  learn  of  the 
other  kind,  like  the  agent  at  a station  in 
Massachusetts,  who  a short  time  ago  had 
as  many  as  six  students,  but  when  it  was 
brought  before  him  in  the  proper  light  im- 
mediately did  away  with  them  all,  from 
whom  he  derived  $60  a month,  and  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  says  he  is 
a great  deal  better  off  with  the  change. 

He  will,  before  long,  be  getting  in  a 
more  honorable  way  the  dollars  that  he 
is  at  present  losing  by  letting  his  students 
go,  for  we  will  have  that  $75  minimum  be- 
fore long,  and  solely  from  the  efforts  of 
our  Order.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Cert.  5316. 


8UGGE8TION8  FOR  RELIEF  FROM 
UNNECESSARY  DUTIES. 

I have  been  a member  of  our  noble  Or- 
der since  the  year  1891,  and  have  been  very 
much  interested  in  its  progress  and  welfare. 

However,  there  are  several  matters  that 
have  not  yet  reached  the  point  of  excel- 
lence. 

I would  again  like  to  repeat  a few  sug- 
gestions, which  I think  could  be  acted  upon 
by  our  committees  in  the  way  of  bettering 
our  conditions,  viz. : the  carrying  of  U.  S. 
mail.  I have  four  mail  sacks  daily,  mak- 
ing eight  trips  to  and  from  the  post  office. 
This  is  one  of  the  greatest  impositions  on 
the  station  agent  and  telegrapher  of  any  I 
can  call  to  mind  at  this  time.  I think  this 
question  should  be  taken  up  with  the  rail- 
roads by  every  committee  serving  from  now 
on.  As  the  railroads  are  under  contract  to 
handle  this  mail  for  Uncle  Sam,  they  (the 
railroads)  will  naturally  have  this  work 
done  the  cheapest  way  possible  without  any 
additional  expenditure. 

Why  should  the  postmaster  not  be  re- 
quired to  perform  this  duty? 


If  they  expect  the  agent  and  telegrapher 
to  do  this  work  let  them  pay  extra  for  such 
service.  I hope  that  every  committee  will 
fight  this  proposition  to  a finish. 

There  is  another  matter  I would  like  to 
bring  to  your  attention,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  express  commissions.  I am  in 
favor  of  making  the  stand  right  now. 
Where  a station  does  not  net  the  agent  a 
commission  of  $5  per  month,  an  agreement 
should  be  entered  into  with  each  express 
company  that  wherein  the  express  commis- 
sion does  not  amount  to  $5  per  month, 
that  we  shall  receive  a minimum  salary  of 
$5.  I never  receive  more  than  $2  per 
month,  this  being  the  most  I ever  have  re- 
ceived as  commission  at  this  point.  Rather 
than  do  their  business  for  this  trifling  sum, 
I had  rather  throw  it  out  altogether.  The 
next  greatest,  and  I will  not  hesitate  in 
saying  the  greatest  imposition  on  the  agent 
and  telegrapher  is  the  question  as  to 
whether  we  shall  work  Sundays,  or  whether 
it  shall  be  cut  out  altogether,  or  whether 
we  shall  receive  double  time  for  Sunday 
work.  I am  of  the  opinion  if  the  corpora- 
tions were  compelled  to  pay  double  time 
for  Sunday  work,  that  they  would  cut  it 
out  altogether. 

S.  Rudrow. 


HIGH  KICKER. 

In  looking  over  The  Telegrapher,  I no- 
tice the  brothers  protesting  about  handling 
the  U.  S.  mail  without  remuneration.  Cer- 
tainly some  one  gets  paid  for  it.  You  don’t. 
Then  there’s  the  shorter  hour  advocate. 
Then  all  the  boys  in  one  long  drawn-out 
chorus  about  the  10  per  cent  W.  U.  com- 
mission, with  a bass  solo  about  the  express 
company,  etc. 

It  appears  to  me  if  you  would  get  busy 
and  secure  all  the  votes  possible  to  put  the 
railroads  and  big  corporations  in  the  hands 
of  the  government,  that  you  would  assist 
your  committeemen  to  secure  desired  re- 
sults, while  your  committee  works  at  one 
end  of  the  line,  you  dig  in  at  the  other  by 
electing  a ticket  that  will  represent  the 
laboring  class,  and  not  the  rich.  You  know 
the  working  people  of  this  country  are  go- 
ing to  have  an  eight-hour  day  in  all  gov- 
ernment positions.  Why  not  get  in  on  it, 
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and  help  bring  it  about  at  an  early  date? 
You  know  that  there  is  only  two  ways  to 
win,  through  the  O.  R.  T.  and  your  vote. 

Are  you  aware  that  the  colored  race  is 
disfranchised  in  a number  of  States  because 
they  can  not  read  or  write?  No,  that  don’t 
concern  you,  but  how  about  the  other  dis- 
franchisement of  the  working  class?  In 
seven  or  eight  States  where  property  votes 
and  not  the  man?  For  instance,  Maryland, 
where  you  have  to  show  up  $500  dollars 
in  property  or  no  vote. 

Well  now,  you  fellows  may  sign  your 
name  to  all  you  write,  but  I have  been  un- 
der the  bane  of  disapproval  for  being  a hot 
O.  R.  T.  man  the  past  fourteen  years,  and 
to  put  you  wise,  as  to  the  value  of  your 
vote,  would  be  flagrant  disloyalty  to  my 
masters,  the  rich  who  can  do  no  wrong. 

Old  Man  O.  R.  T. 


HOURLY  PAY  THE  RULE. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  telegraphers  as  a 
whole,  I would  like  to  advocate  hourly  pay. 
I know  of  no  union  in  the  world  that  works 
by  the  month  outside  of  the  telegraphers. 
For  the  benefit  of  a few  who  think  a $75 
minimum  too  much,  and  who  say  go  slow, 
get  $2.50  raise  this  year,  $5  next  year,  etc. 
That  is  very  good,  and  until  we  get  thor- 
oughly organized  we  can  not  hope  to  do 
better.  But  let  us  get  a move  on  us,  and 
each  member  go  after  some  non. 

Cut  out  this  slip,  or  better  still,  send  them 
the  journal  and  mark  these  figures  I am 
going  to  give,  clipped  from  a Chicago  news- 
paper, giving  the  scale  of  wages  signed 
up  by  the  twenty- four  different  unions  of 
Chicago,  and  see,  Bro.  Telegrapher,  if  you 
don’t  feel  like  a pretty  small  fish  compared 
with  other  labor  organizations : 

Per  hr. 
cts. 


Bricklayers  60 

Stonemasons  60 

Structural  Ironsettcrs 56^4 

Architectural  Ironsettcrs  . . . .52^ 

Plasterers  56^ 

Lathers  

Hoisting  Engineers  56^ 

Tilesettcrs  5514 

Plumbers  5614 

Steamfitters  56I4 


Steamfitter  Helpers  2&}i 

Gasfitters  56 

Painters  45 

Carpenters  50 

Stonecutters  50 

Marblecutters  37^2 

Marblesetters  50 

Sheet  Metal  Workers 50 

Electricians  56 T4 

Building  Laborers  30 

Plasterers’  Laborers  36^4 

Stone  Planermen  42^ 

Cement  Finishers  50 

Cement  Helpers  35 


Think  how  a railroad  superintendent 
would  look  if  a telegrapher  would  demand 
56  cents  an  hour,  or  $5.60  for  a io-hour 
day.  Well,  I guess  yes.  But  stop  and 
reason.  Are  you  not  worth  as  much  as 
the  brickmason,  or  the  electrician?  At  least 
don’t  you  think  we  are  worth  as  much  as  a 
steamfittcr’s  helper,  who  gets  2&l/2  cents 
an  hour,  or  to  make  it  plain,  the  steamfitter’s 
student,  who  performs  the  rough  work,  gets 
2Sl/2  cents  per  hour  to  learn  his  trade,  while 
we  as  professional  telegraphers,  with  the 
greatest  profession  on  earth,  permit  our- 
selves to  be  sold  into  slavery,  seven  days 
a week  and  365  days  a year,  for  the  paltr> 
sum  of  $45  to  $50  per  month  ? I say  again 
brothers,  wake  up.  Get  busy,  and  let  us 
get  in  line  where  we  belong. 

Cert.  1685. 


THE  BOND  EVIL. 

Noticing  how  deeply  the  boys  are  inter- 
ested in  our  grand  and  noble  Order,  and 
with  what  willirtgness  they  all  try  to  ex- 
press their  views,  I will,  with  Bro.  Quick's 
permission,  endeavor  to  give  mine.  I think 
(and  most  of  the  boys  will  agree  with  me) 
tTia^SJ^he  bond  question  is  one  of  the  great- 
est obrtihSj^s  that  we  have  to  contend  with. 

We  knowtfy&X  railroad  corporations  re- 
son  to  underhand  methods  to  accomplish 
their  ends.  They  are  not  b,ind  to  the 
knowledge  that  t he  °-  R T is  «r°wing 
stronger  every  d3^  but  they  are  in  the 
meantime  studying  methods  to  defeat  us. 
Would  it  not  br  an  easy  matter  for  them 
to  say  to  the  bond  companies,  "This  man 
we  do  not  want  ’ PR®se  refuse  him  bond  ? 
Then,  broth..  "I|;U  could  we  do?  We 
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have  no  clause  in  our  schedules  to  make 
them  keep  men  that  are  unable  to  give 
bond,  so  it  is  plain  to  be  seen*  that  they 
could  soon  thin  out  the  ranks  of  the  O.  R. 
T.  as  fast  as  they  could  possibly  , get  nons 
to  put  in  their  places.  At  the  same  time  it 
might  be  a scheduled  road.  I have  been 
compelled  to  pay  considerable  sums  to  keep 
on  the  good  side  of  the  railroad  companies, 
sums  that  I am  positive  should  not  have 
been  attached  to  me.  I could  do  nothing 
whatever,  as  I had  no  place  to  go  for  jus- 
tice, and  had  to  simply  take  my  medicine. 

I think  that  it  would  be  a grand  as  well 
as  beneficial  idea  to  have  our  Order  bond 
all  O.  R.  T.  men,  and  make  a clause  in  our 
schedules  to  the  effect  that  we  have  the 
privilege  to  bond  all  those  w'hom  we  see  fit, 
and  that  they  should  accept  same.  This 
to  my  mind  is  the  only  way  that  we  can 
handily  remedy  the  evil.  I would  like  to 
see  more  of  the  bond  question  discussed 
in  our  journal.  What  do  you  think  of  this 
plan,  brothers  and  sisters? 

Cert.  9898. 


A STEALTHY  MOVE  TO  DISFRAN- 
CHISE THE  LABOR  VOTE. 

The  Kansas  City  Star  states  that  a prop- 
erty qualification  for  voting,  amounts  to 
$300.  That  is,  you  must  have  assessed 
property  to  that  amount  over  and  above  all 
exemptions,  before  you  will  be  allowed 
to  vote  in  the  following  States : Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Georgia,  Alabama,  the  Caro- 
linas  and  Virginia,  and  in  Maryland  it 
amounts  to  $500. 

What  does  this  mean?  We  will  soon 
know.  How  many  young  men  twenty-one 
years  of  age  (and  nearly  all  have  been  in 
school  up  to  this  time,  or  in  the  factory) 
have  $300  property  outside  of  exemptions? 
I should  say  not  one  in  fifty,  and  how  many 
telegraphers  will  have  a voice  at  the  polls 
on  election  day  in  these  States? 

The  Kansas  City  Star  in  an  editorial, 
commends  this  law,  and  hopes  to  see  it 
spread  to  other  States. 

If  the  laboring  class  does  not  soon  wake 
up  to  its  political  needs,  in  a few  years, 
the  property-owning  class  will  make  the 
laws,  and  when  that  comes  the  laborer,  or 


wageworker,  will  have  lost  the  liberties 
the  Revolutionary  fathers  fought  for  and 
won. 

Then  laws  will  be  passed  making  a strike 
a conspiracy  or  treason.  Then  no  matter 
how  well  we  are  organized,  we  will  not  be 
allowed  to  strike  to  better  our  condition. 
The  militia  will  see  that  we  make  no  move 
in  that  direction.  We  will  have  been  dis- 
franchised, as  are  the  wage  workers  in  the 
States  already  mentioned,  therefore  we  will 
not  be  able  to  repeal  the  laws  that  tie  our 
hands. 

Under  such  conditions  there  will  be  no 
relief  but  open  rebellion,  and  resort  to 
armed  force.  But  we  will  not  be  allowed 
to  have  weapons  in  our  possession.  We 
will  then  have  to  bend  our  neck  to  the 
yoke.  Only  a slave,  a black  slave,  a white 
slave,  it  matters  not  to  the  man  or  cor- 
poration with  the  jobs,  in  need  of  wealth 
makers. 

You  say,  I am  quite  comfortable;  I can 
not  see  anything  quite  so  bad  coming  in 
my  time.  Quite  patriotic  this  kind  of  rea- 
soning. Your  dear  little  ones,  when  grown 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  will  hardly 
thank  you  for  the  beautiful  conditions  you 
bequeath  them;  for  the  liberties  you  have 
lost  them  by  your  negligence  in  taking  no 
interest  in  political  affairs;  for  in  politics 
only,  or  by  entering  the  political  arena  in 
a body  can  the  working  class  safeguard 
its  liberties  and  interests.  Look  around, 
drop  your  grandfather’s  ways  in  politics. 
Think  independently.  Conditions  have 
changed,  but  there  has  been  no  change  in 
your  political  ideas.  You  still  try  to  apph 
the  remedies  which  failed  fifty  years  ago 
to  right  the  wrongs  you  know  exist. 

Do  not  let  us  lie  dormant  longer. 

The  old  axiom,  “An  ounce  of  prevention 
is  worth  a pound  of  cure,”  will  apply  here. 
Let  us  see  to  it  that  this  disfranchisement, 
“liberty’s  death  knell,”  spreads  no  further. 

Let  it  not  be  said  by  the  generation  al- 
most ready  to  take  our  place  in  the  labor 
market,  “Our  great-grandfathers  fought 
for  and  won  liberties,  handed  them  to  our 
parents,  who  through  their  prejudices,  ig- 
norance or  negligence,  lost  them,  and  left  us 
disfranchised,  hopeless  slaves.” 
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THE  $75.00  MINIMUM  AN  ACCOM- 
PLISHED FACT. 

It  is  seldom,  very  seldom,  that  your 
writer  (if  you  will  suffer  the  word)  ap- 
pears in  print  in  our  journal,  and  for  two 
good  reasons : 

First,  in  ability,  and 

Second,  the  same,  though  in  other  words, 
because  I am  more  fitted  to  read  the  arti- 
cles of  those  more  able  to  write. 

I feel,  however,  that  once  again  at  least 
I must  take  up  my  pen,  and  enter  the  lists, 
and  although  I have  confessed  to  inability 
to  write,  the  brother  who  sees  this  article 
and  does  not  read  it,  or  he  who  does  and 
does  not  comply  with  what  it  asks,  is,  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  us  at  least,  not  worthy 
of  being  called  a member. 

So  many  good  and  well-written  articles 
on  different  vital  (to  us)  subjects  appear 
in  each  number  of  our  journal,  that  I fear 
it  has  become  a habit  with  many  of  us  to 
simply  glance  over  them  without  giving 
them  any  thought,  or,  if  it  should  be  that 
some  of  these  articles  are  exceptionally  im- 
portant or  appeal  to  the  individual  reader 
strongly,  he  will  become  deeply  interested 
and  read  each  word  and  line  with  an  all- 
consuming  interest  that,  should  the  momen- 
tary enthusiasm  be  of  the  lasting  order, 
and  permanently  hold  us  to  the  interest  so 
unexpectedly  aroused,  much  and  great  good 
would  be  accomplished  in  a short  time,  and 
with  little  effect.  It  is  a deplorable  fact, 
however,  with  the  vast  majority  of  us,  that 
we  lay  down  the  journal  after  reading  it, 
and  also  lay  beside  it  the  interest  it  has 
just  awakened.  This  should  not  be.  When 
we  read  a good  article  on  any  subject  it 
creates  an  interest  and  suggests  a plan,  and 
we  should  act  upon  the  latter  while  the 
former  surrounds  it,  else  we  lose  both. 
Alack!  It  is  just  what  we  do.  We  will 
never  accomplish  anything  by  writing  our 
ideas  in  our  journal.  It  is  well  to  discuss 
any  subject  pro  and  con  for  a time,  but 
discussion  will  not  produce  the  result  de- 
sired. It  is  action  that  is  needed,  and  dis- 
cussion must,  after  a reasonable  time,  give 
way  to  it. 

For  more  than  a reasonable  time  we  have 
been  discussing  a vital  subject  in  the  col- 
umns of  our  journal,  viz.:  The  $75  mini- 


mum. We  have  been  discussing  this  ques- 
tion so  long  that  it  has  lost  its  interest  to 
many  of  us,  and  looks  as  if  we  are  doomed 
to  do  nothing  but  discuss  it  until  we  have 
grown  gray  doing  so,  and  then  wake  up 
to  the  fact  that  this  is  all  we  have  accom- 
plished 

It  is  a fear  of  this  loss  of  interest  in 
the  subject  that  prompts  me  to  use  the 
misleading  caption  of  this  article,  for  it 
is  my  purpose  to  have  all  who  see  this 
read  through  and  then  act,  not  discuss. 

Why,  dear  brother,  let  me  ask  you,  do  wc 
fully  approve  of  some  plan  or  suggestion 
regarding  the  procuring  of  this  desired 
minimum,  and  then  wait  for  some  one  to 
put  it  into  effect?  Who  is  this  someone 
for  whom  we  wait  to  act?  Do  you  ever 
ask  yourself  this  question?  If  you  did, 
you  would  readily  answer  it.  Let  mi- 
answer  it  for  you.  It  is  you.  It  is  me. 
It  is  each  and  every  one  of  us,  and  just  so 
long  as  we  continue  to  wait  for  some  one 
else  to  begin  an  action  to  gain  us  the  mini- 
mum, just  so  long  will  we  remain  where 
we  are,  and  our  conditions  be  what  they 
are. 

I say  this  question  of  a minimum  is  vital, 
for  it  means  more  to  us  than  an  increased 
salary.  It  means  that  as  soon  as  we  ap- 
proach a non,  and  prove  to  him  that  we 
are  going  after  it  and  quickly,  that  we  will 
get  him  in  with  us  at  sight,  and  in  he  will 
stay.  We  all  know  what  this  means  well 
enough. 

Reviewing  the  many  articles  written  upon 
this  $75  minimum,  you  will  note  that  they 
all  advocate  $75,  $8o  or  $100  per  month. 
This  is  all  very  good,  but  it  will  also  be 
very  hard  to  attain,  in  this  form.  I say 
drop  this  so-called  salary  per  month,  and 
get  a minimum  wage  per  day.  There  are 
many  officials  in  our  and  other  lines  of 
employment  who  receive  no  more  salary 
than  above,  and  this  fact  will  be  argued 
against  us.  It  will  be  pointed  out  that  we 
are  placing  ourselves  on  a plane  with  said 
officials,  and  asking  for  a salary  equal  to 
what  they  receive,  and  the  point  will  have 
much  weight  in  public  opinion  not  con- 
versant with  conditions. 

Why  then  should  we  place  ourselves  on 
a plane  or  level  with  these  petty  and  sub- 
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ordinate  officials?  Why  will  we  offer  this 
chance  of  contention?  Are  we  not  skilled 
labor,  and  should  we  not  be  so  classified 
and  paid  as  such,  and  as  much  by  the  day? 

If  a section  hand  or  any  common  laborer 
be  discharged  their  places  can  be  quickly 
filled  by  any  able  bodied  man.  But  is  the 
condition  the  same  as  regards  the  teleg- 
rapher? No.  His  place  can  not  be  filled 
by  any,  no  matter  how  able  bodied,  unless 
he  be  first  carefully  trained  for  it,  the  same 
as  for  any  other  skilled  trade. 

To  be  able  to  do  our  work  one  must 
serve  his  apprenticeship  as  for  any  skilled 
trade,  and  for  the  time  he  so  served  he  re- 
ceives no  compensation.  Unlike  appren- 
tices to  other  trades,  he  receives  nothing 
while  learning  it.  They  are  paid  usually 
50  cents,  75  cents  and  $1  per  day  while 
learning  their  trade,  but  he  must  serve  his 
time  gratis,  and  in  addition,  must  pay  for 
it  in  money,  time,  in  hard  labor  and  much 
abuse.  ' 

Not  only  this,  but  he  must  possess  at 
least  a fair  education,  a condition  not  re- 
quired in  other  trades. 

When  he  has  complied  with  all  these  ex- 
acting conditions,  mastered  his  trade,  and 
goes  to  work  at  it,  are  his  duties  as  pleas- 
ant as  are  pictured,  or  his  work  as  light? 
He  is  shut  up  in  a dingy  office  from  at 
least  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  per  day,  must 
carry  mail,  “OS”  trains,  receive  train  or- 
ders, etc.  These  and  many  more  we  are 
fully  conversant  with.  But  the  responsi- 
bility a telegrapher  has  upon  him  at  all 
times,  does  the  public  generally  realize  what 
it  is?  Do  they  know  that  every  minute  he 
has  their  lives  and  property  in  his  hands, 
and  that  the  slightest  mistake,  whether 
through  carelessness  or  on  account  of  too 
much  work  in  other  lines  on  his  part,  will 
hurl  hundreds  of  lives  to  eternity  or  dash 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars  worth 
of  property  to  destruction,  or  both?  They 
think  that  if  the  engineers  and  crews  of 
trains  are  careful,  and  trustworthy  that 
there  is  no  danger,  but  let  them  be  as  care- 
ful and  trustworthy  as  human  beings  can, 
even  infallible,  and  it  is  all  for  naught  if 
the  telegrapher  makes  the  slightest  mistake, 
for  it  is  he  who  guides  them  and  from 
whom  they  receive  their  instructions,  and 


upon  him  depends,  more  than  anything  else, 
safety.  Let  any  railroad  magnate  or  official 
dispute  this  if  he  can.  For  this  service, 
and  for  these  responsibilities,  the  teleg- 
rapher generally  receives  $45  or  $50  per 
month,  works  every  day  in  the  month,  and 
as  stated,  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  per  day. 

To  become  a machinist,  moulder,  boiler- 
maker, carpenter,  any  journeyman  you  can 
name,  one  must  serve  the  time  to  learn 
the  trade.  Where  is  the  journeyman  trades- 
man of  any  kind  who  receives  less  than 
$2.50  per  day  of  ten  hours?  In  most  cases 
they  are  paid  from  $3.50  to  $6  per  day  of 
eight  and  ten  hours.  There  is  a vast  dif- 
ference here  and  in  the  princely  sum  of 
$45  to  $55  per  month  received  by  a teleg- 
rapher for  harder  work,  not  physically,  per- 
haps, but  more  wearing  and  more  responsi- 
ble, for  he  is  at  all  times  under  great  men- 
tal strain. 

A telegrapher  is  more  of  a skilled  la- 
borer than  any  other,  and  should  at  least 
be  paid  as  such,  and  not  less  than  $2.50 
per  day  of  ten  hours.  Those  holding 
heavier  and  more  important  positions  to  be 
paid  more  proportionately  as  in  other 
trades.  A demand  of  this  kind  would  be 
approved  by  public  opinion.  But  how  arc 
we  to  gain  a demand  of  this  kind?  There 
has  been  several  plans  of  action  discussed, 
but  I for  one  do  not  fully  agree  with  them 
for  several  reasons,  chief  of  which  is,  that 
should  they  be  successful  they  are  too 
slow,  and  this  very  slowness  is  keeping 
many  a non  out  of  the  Order. 

Some  have  suggested  that  we  make  the 
demand  on  some  big  system  first,  and  if 
successful,  then  on  other  lines  the  country 
over.  I do  not  approve  of  this  for  all 
lines,  big  and  small,  would  assist  the  said 
system  to  defeat  us,  and  should  they  do 
so,  it  would  be  a demoralizing  blow  from 
the  effects  of  which  we  might  lose  our 
membership,  and  never  recover.  If  we 
should  succeed,  it  would  take  months  of 
preparation,  more  for  negotiations,  and  years 
before  we  could  accomplish  anything  to  speak 
of.  What  we  want  is  a concerted  action  of 
all  brothers  and  non-members,  and  a con- 
certed demand  made  the  country  over.  I do 
not  wish  to  be  considered  radical,  but  this  is 
the  only  way  we  will  ever  gain  anything. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


928 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


There  is  practically  but  two  railroad  sys- 
tems in  the  country  to-day,  and  in  a fight 
of  this  kind  we  would  find  that  the  two  had 
been  merged  into  one,  as  far  as  we  and 
our  demand  would  be  concerned. 

Let  our  G.  S.  & T.  start  the  ball  rolling, 
and  once  started  it  can’t  be  stopped.  Pe- 
tition him  to  have  printed  a sworn  pledge, 
he  to  use  his  judgment  in  the  form,  but 
something  on  this  order : ‘‘On  and  after 

October  I,  1904,  I do  solemnly  swear  and 
affirm  upon  my  honor  as  a man  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  O.  R.  T.,  that  I will  not  do  or 
perform  any  kind  of  telegraphic  duties 
whatever  for  any  line  or  lines  of  railroad 
operating  in  these  United  States,  unless 
this  oath  shall  be  made  void  by  and  I am 
released  from  it  by  the  O.  R.  T.  Signed. 


Each  member  of  the  Order  to  be  sup- 
plied with  one  of  these  blank  forms  for 
his  acceptance  and  signature,  and  to  be  re- 
turned to  G.  S.  & T.  immediately . for  file. 
An  explanation  will  be  sent  to  each  mem- 
ber with  the  obligation,  informing  him  that 
the  object  of  it  is  to  have  all  members 
take  the  obligation,  the  purpose  being  that 
the  demand,  as  below,  is  to  be  made  simul- 
taneously upon  all  roads  in  the  country, 
by  members  and  non-members  (if  there  be 
ijny  at  the  time). 

As  soon  as  these  blanks  are  signed  and 
filed  with  G.  S.  & T.,  let  him  have  printed 
a sufficient  supply  of  notices  reading  some- 
thing like  this:  “On  and  after  October  1, 

1904,  we,  the  undersigned  employes  of  the 
telegraph  department,  will  not  perform  any 
telegraphic  service  of  any  kind  whatever, 
unless  we  be  paid  therefor  at  the  rate  of 
$2.50  per  day  of  ten  consecutive  hours,  and 
double  time  for  overtime  worked  after  ten 
hours  of  labor  or  on  Sunday.”  These  no- 
tices are  to  be  very  clear  and  definite,  and 
blank  space  left  at  top  for  addressing  prop- 
erly to  the  management,  and  as  much  room 
as  practicable  beneath  the  wording  for 
signature  of  employes. 

Supply  each  local  and  system  division 
in  the  country  with  enough  of  these  notices 
to  obtain  the  signatures  of  every  telegra- 
pher employed  on  the  line  covered  by  said 
division,  and  let  the  division  handle  them 
in  its  territory  by  obtaining  first  the  signa- 
tures of  brothers  on  the  road.  When  this 


is  done  wait  upon  the  non-members  in- 
dividually, present  the  notice,  explain  that 
it  is  a universal  move  to  be  put  through 
by  all  the  telegraphers  on  all  the  roads, 
and  on  a given  date.  The  result  will  be 
that  each  and  every  man  so  approached 
will  become  a member  on  the  spot  if  it  is 
at  all  possible,  or  soon  enough  to  satisfy 
us,  and  help  the  movement  to  a successful 
conclusion.  Have  no  fear,  he  and  all  so 
approached  will  sign  the  obligation,  and 
the  notice  to  the  management  of  his  road 
as  quickly  as  will  we,  and  they  will  slick 
it  out  with  us  shoulder  to  shoulder  as 
brothers,  and  until  we  win  out. 

What  will  be  the  result  of  this  proced- 
ure? There  can  be  but  one  result.  The 
railroads  can  not  operate  without  telegra- 
phers. Every  telegrapher  in  the  country 
is  banded  together  tightly  for  his  better- 
ment of  condition,  wifi  not  work  for  less 
than  he  demands,  and  which  is  just  and 
fair,  and  will  be  so  decided  by  public  opin- 
ion. The  telegrapher  must  be  employed, 
and  as  lie  can  not  be  secured  at  other  than 
his  own  terms,  they  must  be  granted. 

The  minimum  rate  per  day  and  maximum 
hours  for  a day  as  outlined  is  sufficient 
of  an  issue  to  go  ahead  on.  There  are 
many  other  conditions,  of  course,  that 
should  be  adjusted,  such  as  handling  ex- 
press. mail,  Western  Union,  switch  lamps, 
etc.,  but  we  will  find  ourselves  standing 
in  a position  to  have  all  of  these  adjusted 
in  a fair  and  just  manner,  and  quickly,  too. 

The  action  of  one  or  a few  will  be  futile. 
What  we  require  is  action,  immediate  and 
collective.  I am  going  to  do  my  share  by- 
starting  the  movement  out,  but  you,  you 
who  read  this,  must  do  your  part  also. 
I am  going  to  take  the  matter  up  in  my 
division  at  the  first  meeting  in  July,  and 
have  the  division  take  it  up  as  a division, 
and  request  the  President  and  G.  S.  & T. 
to  proceed  along  the  lines  I have  outlined, 
beginning  by  getting  out  the  obligation  for 
members.  Then  to  follow  the  matter  up  by- 
instructing  the  divisions  as  how  they  shall 
proceed  in  the  matter.  It  will  not  require 
a great  deal  of  instruction.  This  is  as 
far  as  my  own  division  or  myself  can  go 
to  get  a start,  and  it  is  up  to  you,  dear 
brother.  It  is  on  you  we  depend. 
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Arc  you  going  to  fail  in  your  duty  to 
yourself?  All  other  divisions  must  request 
our  Grand  Officers  to  take  up  and  act  upon 
this  plan,  and  you  must  see  that  they  do. 
You  must  take  it  up  in  your  division  at  the 
first  meeting  after  you  read  it.  Do  not 
lay  down  your  journal  and  say  it  should 
be  done,  etc.,  and  then  wait  for  it  to  be 
done.  That  is  what  we  all  have  been  do- 
ing, and  what  progress  have  we  made? 
Do  not  tell  yourself  that  someone  else  in 
your  division  will  take  it  up.  If  you  do, 
the  start  will  not  be  made.  That  someone 
else  will  be  depending  on  you  or  on  still 
someone  else  to  take  it  up.  and  the  result 
will  be  that  it  will  be  taken  up  only  by 
a few  divisions,  forgotten  by  more,  and 
end  in  a fizzle. 

You  see  that  your  division  acts  upon  it. 
If  you  can  not  get  to  the  meeting,  write 
your  request  that  it  be  taken  up.  What 
does  it  matter  if  one  or  a dozen  more  have 
already  got  it  going  in  the  division?  Is  it 
not  better  than  if  you  had  waited  for  some 
other  brother  to  call  attention  to  the  neces- 
sity for  quick  action,  and  after  the  meet- 
ing discover  that  they  all,  like  yourself, 
had  forgotten  to  do  so?  You  can  count  on 
me  taking  it  up  in.  my  division,  even  if  I 
stand  alone  in  it,  which  is  not  likely,  for  I 
know  others  will  have  it  up  before  I get 
a chance.  Success  is  your  success.  Are 
you  going  to  dream  and  fail  in  your  duty 
to  yourself?  No! 

My  fingers  are  nearly  stiff,  and  I feel 
that  I must  cut  out.  I am  just  finishing  a 
36-hour  trick,  and  you  can  imagine  how 
I feel. 

No.  I’m  not  knocking  some  one  out  of  a 
job.  If  I was  I would  not  mention  it  here. 
There  is  entirely  too  much  of  that  done 
for  our  own  good,  generally.  It  is  of  neces- 
sity with  me,  and  I should  now  be  taking 
it  easy,  recuperating  instead  of  dosing  up 
this  horrible  scratching  for  the  poor  proof- 
reader and  typesetter. 

With  best  wishes  for  all,  and  assuring 
you  of  the  help  I am  always  ready  to  give 
for  the  good  of  telegraphers  generally, 
small  though  it  is,  unfortunately,  I remain, 
Fraternally, 

“Wanderer.” 


THE  NEW  WAY. 

Steel  Tower,  World’s  Fair  Grounds. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  25. 

Via  De  Forest  Wireless  Telegraph- 
The  Railroad  Telegrapher,  StQr  Build- 
ing, St.  Louis , Mo.: 

This  article  is  sent  you  for  publication, 
via  the  De  Forest  Wireless  Telegraph  Sys- 
tem, through  the  kindness  of  Chief  Opera- 
tor W.  H.  Fennell. 

After  three  or  four  days’  investigation, 
sending  and  receiving,  I am  fully  convinced 
that  the  De  Forest  system  of  wireless  teleg- 
raphy will  prove  a grand  success.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  the  main  tower  at  the 
World’s  Fair  grounds,  where  all  the  send- 
ing and  receiving  is  done  to  all  the  outly- 
ing points,  such  as  the  Star  and  the  Post 
Dispatch 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Butler  is  the  receiving 
operator  at  the  Star  Building,  while  A.  R. 
Mollison  holds  down  the  receiving  station 
at  the  Post-Dispatch. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Reynolds  is  the  demonstrator 
of  the  system  at  the  electrical  building  in 
the  World’s  Fair  grounds,  and  Mr.  R.  John- 
ston is  taking  care  of  the  Government  build- 
ing. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Cooper  is  first  assistant  to 
Chief  Operator  Fennell,  and  does  the 
greater  part  of  the  heavy  work  at  the  main 
tower. 

The  long  distance  station  located  on  the 
World’s  Fair  grounds  will  be  in  operation 
July  1st,  and  they  will  then  be  able  to  com- 
municate with  Chicago,  Kansas  City, 
Omaha,  Springfield  and  other  distant  cities 
at  which  points  stations  are  now  being 
built.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  boys 
carry  an  up-to-date.  “Nuff  sed.” 

A handsome  prize  will  be  awarded  to 
the  person  who  will  find  a name  that  will 
be  appropriate,  and  that  will  designate  the 
calling  of  the  wireless  telegraphers.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  they  be  known  as  “hot 
air  merchants.” 

It  certainly  is  hot  enough  when  they 
start  that  jumbo  key  to  work. 

The  De  Forest  system  will  be  the  means 
of  giving  work  to  many  operators. 

Another  thing  is  that  the  “booze  fighters” 
will  find  no  work  to  be  had  at  the  wireless 
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offices,  as  the  “buzz”  and  the  “booze"  will 
not  work  together. 

With  best  wishes  and  success  to  the  De 
Forest  wireless  telegraphy. 

Geo.  A.  Trent. 


FOR  THE  GOOD  OF  THE  ORDER. 

This,  my  first  effort  in  this  direction,  will, 
I hope,  do  no  harm  if  it  results  in  no  good. 
While  not  employed  as  a telegrapher  at 
present,  I look  forward  to  receipt  of  my 
journal  with  much  pleasure,  and  read  and 
re-read  the  articles  printed  therein. 

There  is  much  being  said  in  regard  to 
handling  of  U.  S.  mail.  The  handling  of 
U.  S.  mail  is  not,  and  should  not  be,  a 
part  of  the  duties  of  an  agent  or  telegra- 
pher. They  should  not  have  this  duty  to 
perform,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
it  takes  him  away  from  his  office  just  at 
a time  when  it  is  most  important  that  he 
should  be  there  to  attend  to  ticket  sales, 
train  orders,  baggage  and  express. 

As  I see  the  question,  it  is  not  a matter 
of  pay,  but  one  in  which  an  effort  should 
be  made  for  an  absolute  divorce  between 
the  agent,  telegrapher  and  the  mail  sacks. 
I for  one  say  that  we  should  not  handle  the 
mail  at  any  price.  We  have  altogether  too 
many  duties  to  perform  that  are  in  no  way 
connected  with  the  actual  duties  of  an 
agent  or  telegrapher.  Again,  suppose  we 
send  our  committee  to  meet  the  officials,  and 
our  representatives  bring  up  the  U.  S.  mail 
question,  and  say,  we  are  not  paid  for 
handling  mail.  There  is  no  time  to  handle 
it  and  attend  to  our  office  duties,  and  give 
the  various  reasons  assigned,  but  go  ahead 
and  say,  we  will  carry  U.  S.  mail  if  you  will 
pay  us  $5  or  $10  per  month. 

Officials  might  justly  come  back  this  way: 
How,  if  your  office  duties  do  not  permit 
you  to  carry  U.  S.  mail  at  present,  can  you 
find  any  more  time  to  do  this  work  even 
though  we  grant  you  pay  for  doing  same? 
There  is  only  one  way  to  do  business,  and 
that  is  upon  business  principles,  and  it  is 
business  to  completely  do  away  with  the 
handling  of  U.  S.  mail  by  agents  and  teleg- 
raphers. 

Sunday  rest  is  another  much  talked-of 
question,  and  this  in  my  mind  is  a two- 
sided  question.  Railroads  accept  passengers 


and  freight  Thursday,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day that  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and  when 
Sunday  comes  along  they  can  not  be  ex- 
pected to  tie  up  through  passengers  and 
perishable  freight  or  live  stock  for  twelve 
or  twenty-four  hours,  as  it  would  certainly 
result  in  many  damage  suits,  and  a great 
loss  financially  to  both  shippers  and  rail- 
way companies. 

To  avoid  this  it  would  be  necessary,  when 
a passenger  called  for  a through  ticket,  to 
figure  out  whether  he  could  reach  his  des- 
tination before  Sunday,  and  if  not  refuse 
to  sell  a ticket,  or  sell  one  providing  for  a 
layover  Sunday  at  whatever  point  might  be 
reached  midnight  Saturday.  Same  way 
with  perishable,  live  stock  and  contract 
freight. 

The  feature  of  cleaning  up  the  different 
divisions  of  a system  of  dead  freight  and 
empties,  as  well  as  distributing  empties  at 
way  stations  on  Sundays,  is  a thing  that 
could  and  should  be  abandoned.  An  effort 
to  this  end  is  consistent,  and  with  the 
proper  mode  of  procedure,  should  ultimate- 
ly succeed.  This  would  give  much  needed 
relief  to  most  agents  and  telegraphers. 

Justice  to  the  railways  as  well  as  to  our- 
selves is  all  that  could,  in  reason,  be  asked. 
Two  or  three  relief  telegraphers  to  a di- 
vision, for  Sunday  relief,  would  be  quite 
a help,  and  come  nearer  giving  satisfac- 
tion. 

We  should  work  to  better  the  condition 
of  the  telegraphers  and  agents  in  general, 
yet  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  the  company  for  whom  we  are  working 
when  they  employ  us  have  a certain  amount 
of  business  that  they  are  compelled  to 
handle  regardless  of  time  and  weather,  and 
we  must  expect  to  assist  in  the  expeditious 
handling  of  same. 

The  thing  we  want  is  a salary  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  worked,  and  amount  of 
work  done.  Once  this  is  obtained,  we  can 
then  afford  to  lay  off  occasionally  and  take 
a rest. 

You  do  not  hear  brakemen,  firemen,  con- 
ductors and  engineers  kicking  about  hav- 
ing to  go  out  on  a run  after  night,  on  Sun- 
day or  when  the  weather  is  bad,  simply 
because  they  are  well  paid,  and  when  they 
become  wornout,  and  want  rest  they  lay 
off,  knowing  that,  their  salary  allows  this. 
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and  that  they  will  have  their  rest  and  still 
make  money  enough  to  live,  and  put  away 
a few  dollars  each  month. 

I have  worked  as  brakeman,  conductor, 
switchman,  yardmaster,  telegrapher  and 
agent,  and  having  gone  down  the  line  know 
whereof  I speak.  Get  the  salary  of  teleg- 
rapher and  agent  where  it  should  be,  and 
most  all  things  will  adjust  themselves. 

Of  course,  as  we  arrange  schedules,  these 
outside  duties  should  be  chopped  off.  The 
hourly  pay  plan  in  my  judgment  would  be 
the  best  manner  in  which  to  regulate  the 
salary  question,  as  then  a telegrapher  would 
receive  pay  for  the  amount  of  time  he  was 
occupied,  which  should  be  not  less  than  ten 
hours,  where  only  one  or  two  men  were 
employed. 

Thus  we  would  be  enabled  to  take  a vaca- 
tion without  fear  of  coming  out  behind 
financially.  No  railway  official  is  going  to 
voluntarily  raise  the  salary  of  an  employe 
unless  he  has  an  object  in  view,  and  you 
may  be  sure  that  that  object  is  to  keep 
from  making  a larger  increase,  by  request, 
as  a rule.  Therefore  we  should  ask,  and 
ask  in  a right  manner,  and  with  firmness  for 
that  which  we  want,  and  is  justly  our  due. 

Fanaticism  never  wins  any  more  than 
does  indifference  and  idleness.  Less  talk 
and  wrangling  among  ourselves,  and  more 
work  among  the  nons,  and  with  the  com- 
pany officials  will  bring  about  an  earlier 
adjustment  of  the  conditions  of  our  fra- 
ternity. 

Now  is  the  time  to  act.  “Don’t  put  off 
until  to-morrow  what  can  be  done  to-day,” 
for  to-morrow  never  comes. 

Cert.  3482. 


FROM  THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

It  was  through  a circular  letter  from  the 
General  Offices  that  I decided  to  come  to 
the  Philippines,  and  I came  with  sixteen 
other  operators,  most  of  them  being  at- 
tracted by  the  O.  R.  T.  circulars,  all  of 
us  under  the  same  kind  of  contracts,  except 
that  few  of  them  are  getting  $65,  some  $70 
per  month,  but  the  most  of  us  are  getting 
$75  P«r  month. 

It  is  the  wage  question  again,  and  I for 
one  am  not  in  favor  of  the  O.  R.  T.  in- 
fluencing such  wages  for  the  Philippines  and 


circulating  it  among  the  members  in  the 
States.  It  is  misleading,  as  one  would  na- 
turally think,  if  the  O.  R.  T.  circulated 
it  that  the  wages  are  at  least  living  wages, 
never  dreaming  that  we  are  driving  the 
signal  corps  men  home  when  they  would 
have  worked  for  the  civil  government  if 
they  could  get  wages  due  them  after  dis- 
charge from  the  army. 

I,  myself,  am  not  kicking,  as  I have  been 
very  lucky  to  be  appointed  to  a station 
which  is  one  of  the  choice  places  in  the 
islands,  both  for  cheap  living  and  health, 
and  I can  save  some  money  here.  We  can 
live  here  for  $30  to  $35  per  month  to  the 
man,  but  the  boys  in  some  other  places  are 
not  as  well  satisfied.  For  instance,  in  Ma- 
nila it  will  take  about  $50  at  least  to  live, 
and  that  is  quoting  the  lowest  hotel  rates 
where  an  American  can  possibly  live. 

But  it  is  not  altogether  a question  as  to 
what  we  can  live  or  exist  on.  Let  us  com- 
pare other  classes  of  civil  government  em- 
ployes’ wages  with  our  own.  Take  the 
stenographer  coming  over  here  under  the 
same  term  of  time,  and  almost  the  identical 
same  contract  with  the  very  noticeable  dif- 
ference of  wages.  They  get  $1,200  per  year, 
or  $100  per  month ; also  the  common  school 
teacher,  who  has  the  same  contract  and 
wages  as  the  stenographer,  $100  per  month. 
Now  there  it  is  again.  Are  we  not  worth 
as  much  as  the  stenographer  or  school 
teacher?  Of  course  we  are,  and  I think 
we  are  worth  more  to  the  civil  government 
than  they  are.  The  telegraphing  in  the 
Philippines  is  no  easy  matter,  the  lines  are 
poorly  constructed,  most  of  them  at  least, 
partly  due  to  the  hurried  work  they  were 
subject  to  when  first  strung,  and  consider- 
able trouble  is  due  to  rotten  poles,  old 
Spanish  wires,  and  also  frequent  washouts 
in  rainy  seasons,  the  work  is  trying  at  the 
best.  Don’t  think  for  a minute  that  I don’t 
enjoy  life  over  here.  I never  let  such  things 
bother  me  in  the  least,  but  I am  just  giving 
you  an  idea  of  our  work,  and  I would  like 
to  know  why  the  telegraph  operators  in  the 
Philippines  should  not  get  as  much  money 
as  the  school  teacher  and  stenographer. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I have  learned 
that  the  signal  corp  boys  who  are  being 
discharged  from  the  army  would  many  of 
them  be  willing  to  work  for  the  civil  gov - 
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eminent,  and  remain  on  the  islands  pro- 
viding they  could  command  wages  due  us, 
and  they  seem  greatly  surprised  when  they 
learn  the  fact  that  we  are  coming  over 
here  to  work  for  $75  per  month,  and  some 
for  less. 

In  this  office  we  have  a set  of  repeaters  to 
watch,  which  is.  of  course,  fun  on  these 
rotten  wires,  but  one  good  thing  we  only 
have  to  work  half  a day,  and  the  other 
half  is  our  own,  to  hunt,  fish  and  do  as  we 
please. 

I for  one  am  greatly  in  favor  of  the 
O.  R.  T.  not  being  an  instigator  in  any 
way  to  aid  the  government  in  getting  our 
members  to  come  to  the  Philippines  to  work 
for  a salary  less  than  the  school  teacher 
or  stenographer.  We  are  their  equals  in 
every  way,  our  work  brings  direct  revenue 
to  the  government,  and  is  indispensable  to 
business  of  all  kinds  owing  to  the  poor 
facilities  in  U.  S.  mail  routes. 

If  this  letter  is  published,  I may  some- 
time. after  more  experience  in  the  islands, 
write  an  article  relative  to  the  work  of 
the  civil  operator  in  general  in  this  coun- 
try. 

J.  C.  Phares, 

Cert.  496,  Div.  31. 


PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION  AND  THE 
AGE  LIMIT. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions that  is  being  debated  by  railway  em- 
ployes of  all  classes  of  the  present  day,  and 
is  more  to  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the 
telegrapher  than  any  other  class,  or  even 
the  $75  minimum  being  discussed  so  much 
in  The  Telegrapher. 

This  rule  is  only  being  adopted  to  make 
new  men,  and  an  excuse  to  dispense  with 
the  older  ones  so  as  to  put  a surplus  of 
men  on  the  market.  What  is  to  become  of 
the  families  of  the  cast-off  and  turned- 
down  men  who  are  seeking  employment 
in  order  to  support  their  families  in  an  up- 
right and  honorable  way?  Men  who  have 
put  in  the  best  part  of  their  lives  for  the 
benefit  of  railroad  companies  and  the  trav- 
eling public  are  told  they  can’t  be  used,  all 
on  account  of  some  trilling  physical  ail- 
ment that  should  not  incapacitate  him  in  the 
least.  But  the  idea  is  to  put  one  more  man 


on  the  market  whom  they  would  have  a 
chance  to  get  in  case  of  trouble. 

No  wonder  our  jails  and  penitentiaries 
are  filled  with  criminals.  These  poor  men 
are  only  too  eager  to  labor  and  make  an 
honest  livelihood  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies if  only  given  half  a chance.  But  they 
are  turned  down  and  made  criminals,  beg- 
gars and  tramps  all  on  account  of  this 
damnable  practice  adopted  by  the  railroad 
companies  called  physical  examination. 

This  so-called  physical  examination  can 
be  abolished  very,  very  easy,  by  putting  a 
clause  in  all  schedules  to  the  effect  that  no 
telegrapher  will  be  required  to  pass  a 
physical  examination  other  than  that  which 
pertains  to  eyesight  and  hearing.  To  strip 
them  and  give  them  as  rigid  an  examination 
as  they  do  in  the  army  is  a disgrace  to 
the  human  race.  It  puts  a human  being  on 
the  same  plane  or  level  with  a horse  or 
dumb  brute  being  sold.  The  horse  or  brute 
is  examined  by  the  purchaser  to  see  if  he 
is  sound,  in  good  health,  and  not  over  the 
age  required  to  make  a good  animal.  That 
is  just  what  the  railroads  of  to-day  are  do- 
ing with  their  employes. 

Just  look  at  the  law  makers  of  our  coun- 
try. You  won’t  find  one  in  one  hundred 
under  the  age  of  forty-five.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  is  not  eligible  to  office 
until  he  is  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Look 
at  our  United  States  senators  and  congress- 
men, and  you  will  see  that  their  ages  run 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  years.  These  men 
at  this  advanced  age  of  life  can  fulfill  the 
most  important  positions  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  but  a telegrapher  past  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  can’t  fill  the  position  of  an 
“O.  S.”  operator.  What  nonsense. 

A man  is  not  considered  to  be  in  the 
prime  of  life  until  he  has  reached  the  age 
of  thirty-five. 

It  takes  a person  from  four  to  five  years 
to  make  a proficient  telegrapher  and  sta- 
tion agent.  If  he  lost  his  position  he  would, 
as  far  as  obtaining  another  is  concerned, 
be  done,  as  he  would  be  then  past  the  age 
limit. 

Brothers,  something  must  be  done  and  at 
once,  or  there  will  soon  be  as  many  telegra- 
phers out  of  employment  on  account  of  the 
age  limit  and  physical  examination  as  there 
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are  those  that  have  employment.  Agitate 
the  abolition  of  this  system.  Do  not  rest 
until  we  have  secured  our  point.  With  the 
abolition  of  this,  our  $75  minimum  will  be 
much  easier  obtained,  and  more  important 
than  that,  it  will  be  the  means  of  making 
many  a poor  wife  and  mother’s  heart  leap 
with  joy  to  realize  that  her  only,  her  all,  has 
a chance  once  more  to  earn  an  honorable 
and  upright  living. 

The  brother  who  signs  himself  Cert.  1062, 
Div.  31,  is  on  the  right  track,  but  not  as 
plain  and  emphatic  as  he  might  have  been. 
Come  again,  brother.  Stir  them  up.  The 
sooner  we  get  physical  examination  and  the 
age  limit  abolished  the  sooner  we  will  ob- 
tain an  universal  $75  minimum.  Let  us 
hear  from  some  of  the  others  on  this  im- 
portant subject. 

Cert.  5861. 


TEN  YEARS  OF  PROGRESS. 

It  is  ten  years  now  since  I was  intimately 
associated  with  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  the  occu- 
pation which  it  represents. 

A few  days  ago  I wandered  into  a tower 
and  found  the  lone  telegrapher  studiously 
reading  The  Telegrapher.  I introduced 
myself,  and  was  made  perfectly  at  home. 
This  telegrapher  told  me  of  the  schedule 
which  the  O.  R.  T.  had  just  secured  on  his 
road,  a large  and  important  one,  also  what 
was  taking  place  on  other  roads  in  his  part 
of  the  country.  Upon  my  departure  he 
gave  me  some  copies  of  The  Telegrapher, 
which  I have  read  with  the  greatest  of 
pleasure.  I can  not  express  the  satisfaction 
it  gives  me  to  behold  the  progress  which 
the  O.  R.  T.  has  made  in  the  last  decade. 
Ten  years  ago  I was  located  at  a one-man 
station  on  a prominent  road  in  a northwest- 
ern State.  This  station  was  situated  at 
the  top  of  a hill.  At  night  the  two  regular 
passenger  trains  met  there,  also  several 
regular  freights,  which  were  often  run  in 
sections.  Some  of  the  many  little  things 
which  can  delay  a train  were  constantly  oc- 
curring, so  that  I was  very  often  called  at 
night 

Many  is  the  time  I have  gone  to  that 
little  depot  through,  perhaps,  two  or  three 
feet  of  snow,  to  help  raise  a blockade,  which 
would  require  from  thirty  minutes  to  three 


hours.  My  regular  office  hours,  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  days  in  the  year,  were 
from  7 a.  m.  until  from  7 to  10  p.  m.,  ac- 
cording to  the  condition  of  traffic.  For 
all  of  this  overtime  I received  not  even  the 
thanks  of  the  company. 

The  O.  R.  T.  was  not  very  strong  on 
that  road  in  those  days.  Many  joined  it, 
but  became  discouraged  after  a time,  and 
dropped  out.  The  result  was  a half-hearted, 
scattering  membership,  too  weak  to  accom- 
plish anything  for  itself.  The  superintend- 
ent was  opposed  to  us,  and  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity to  browbeat  the  younger  members 
with  harsh  talk  about  demanding  their  O. 
R.  T.  cards.  The  boys  were  bluffed  into 
taking  students,  and  strangers  at  that,  to 
finish  up,  whenever  the  bluff  could  be  made 
to  work.  We  were  insulted  and  annoyed 
in  many  little  ways,  which  should  have 
been  beneath  the  dignity  of  a superintend- 
ent. 

I find  by  reading  The  Telegrapher  that 
all  this  has  changed.  That  road  is  now 
solidly  organized.  The  boys  have  a good 
schedule,  granting  overtime;  shorter  Sun- 
days, and  all  the  good  things  usually  found 
in  first-class  schedules.  I now  see  the  fruits 
of  what  a handful  of  us  sowed  ten  years 
ago. 

I joined  the  Order  just  as  soon  as  I was 
eligible.  It  was  a non-striking  organization 
then,  and  was  called  the  Order  of  Railway 
Telegraphers.  I stuck  to  it  until  I left  the 
telegraph  service,  when  I took  a certificate 
of  membership  to  show  that  I quit  square. 
A handful  of  division  cards  and  a little  gold 
button,  enameled  in  red  and  green,  are  the 
choicest  keepsakes  of  my  railroad  days. 
The  few  dollars  which  they  cost  me  I con- 
sider well  spent,  although  I did  not  remain 
to  reap  any  of  the  benefits  myself. 

The  telegrapher  who  is  to-day  on  a sched- 
uled road  will  not  neglect  the  O.  R.  T., 
which  has  given  him  his  schedule.  I need 
say  nothing  to  him.  To  the  telegrapher 
who  is  on  some  road  which  has  no  schedule, 
I say,  go  into  the  O.  R.  T.  if  not  already  in. 
After  you  get  in,  stick,  no  matter  if  you 
are  the  only  one  on  the  division.  The  day 
is  past,  thanks  to  good  legislation,  where 
any  petty  superintendent  can  demand  your 
division  card  ^nd  keep  out  of  jail.  Then 
get  some  other  telegrapher  into  the  fold. 
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Your  influence  can  certainly  win  one  mem- 
ber. The  combined  influence  of  you  two 
can  secure  a third,  and  so  on.  The  more 
you  get  the  greater  your  combined  influ- 
ence will  be,  and  the  easier  others  will  be 
induced  to  follow.  If  you  work  in  this  way, 
a very  short  time  will  find  this  country 
completely  organized,  and  then  those  chilly 
night  calls  such  as  I used  to  receive  in  the 
northland,  and  many  other  things  which 
go  to  make  your  life  a burden  will  be  no 
more. 

Cert.  10191. 


ECONOMIC  INDEPENDENCE  THE 
CORNER-STONE  OF  SUCCESS. 

My  previous  letters  to  our  valuable  jour- 
nal went  to  the  waste  basket,  but  am  not 
discouraged,  and  am  continually  racking 
my  brain  how  I may  be  of  some  service  to 
my  brother  telegraphers.  The  $75  mini- 
mum, U.  S.  mail,  express,  and  nearly  all 
vital  things  have  been  ably  discussed  in  our 
most  worthy  journal,  and  will  meet  all 
just  argument  from  the  most  brainy  men 
of  our  country;  but  how,  when  and  where 
are  we  to  obtain  the  minimum,  better  com- 
mission on  express,  and  relief  from  that 
awful  U.  S.  mail?  As  the  old  negro  says, 
“Talk  is  cheap,  but  it  takes  money  to  buy 
liquor.” 

Our  only  hope  of  a substantial  advance 
and  independence  is  to  follow  the  three 
great  roads  to  success — economy,  energy 
and  good  judgment.  The  first  can  and  must 
be  adhered  to,  or  no  advance  will  help  11s. 
no  matter  how  high  our  salary.  I admit  the 
second  is  grinding,  but  we  can  not  uphold 
and  support  a man  too  lazy  to  do  his  work. 
As  to  the  third,  I believe  the  telegraphers 
and  agents  throughout  the  U.  S.  are  above 
the  average  intelligence,  and  being  posted 
on  all  general  affairs,  as  we  handle  the 
business  of  the  world  for  other  successful 
men,  who  are  making  fortunes  and  moving 
the  wheels  of  progress,  why  not  ourselves? 
Pardon  me  for  giving  my  experience  since 
1881  as  a railroad  agent,  and  how  I made 
my  first  thousand  dollars. 

For  four  years  after  my  first  work  I 
spent  all  my  earnings  of  $40  per  month  and 
10  per  cent  commission  on  fine  clothes,  sta- 
ble hire  and  various  other  expenses.  At 


last  I concluded  to  get  a life  partner  to 
help  me  spend,  and  store  too.  But  after  I 
procured  the  valuable  property  of  a sweet 
little  woman,  it  seemed  too  bad  to  have 
an  innocent  woman  with  no  home  or  shelter 
of  our  own,  and  any  day  my  job  could  go 
from  me  like  a dream. 

Brothers,  I have  seen  so  many  on  the 
road  with  little  ones  cold  and  hungry,  sick 
and  no  home,  and  I knew  these  boys  had 
a good  job  at  one  time,  and  bright  hopes, 
now  no  home,  no  job,  and  gone  to  drink 
on  account  of  trouble,  or  perhaps  led  into 
the  habit  by  some  pretended  saloon  friend, 
when  they  were  only  trying  to  ruin  his 
young  life  or  get  all  of  his  money.  I have 
been  tried  by  all  classes,  but  thank  God 
I have  kept  clear  of  saloons.  So  many  good 
men  now  sleep  in  a drunkard’s  grave,  leav- 
ing a broken-hearted  wife  and  little  starv- 
ing, sick  children.  With  all  these  before 
me,  I went  in  my  dreams  to  higher  officials, 
and  could  find  no  hopes.  I then  went  to 
the  rich  commercial  world,  and  they  could 
not  stop  long  enough  to  hear  my  case.  It 
took  too  much  money  to  deal  in  various 
lines,  and  I was  but  a small  railroad  agent 
and  telegrapher.  I then  turned  to  inven- 
tion and  exchanges.  Too  many  fakes  in 
the  first,  and  the  gambling  dens  never  pro- 
duced a rich  man.  If  they  did  we  can  find 
99  per  cent  who  failed  in  our  penitentiaries, 
with  little  ones  and  wife  disgraced  forever. 
I turned  from  that  line  with  a sick  heart. 
I could  see  no  hopes  for  the  men  who  put 
their  arms  around  my  neck  and  say,  “Come 
on,  old  boy,  have  a good  time;  spend  your 
money;  plenty  of  time  yet  to  economize.” 

I asked  myself,  what  manner  of  man  was 
independent  of  the  world.  I noticed  a man 
who  seldom  came  to  my  office.  His  face 
was  clear  of  indications  of  crime  or  dis- 
sipation. He  had  a good  word  for  all,  and 
a pleasant  countenance.  His  children  were 
dressed  neat  and  clean.  I visited  his  home, 
which  was  well  kept,  plenty  to  eat  and 
abundance  around  him.  This  man  was  the 
fruit  grower  of  this  country. 

My  next  desire  was  to  get  in  that  inde- 
pendent condition,  a condition  that  if  every 
telegrapher  was  in  he  could  demand  $150 
per  month,  and  get  it  much  easier  than  now 
$65.  Every  telegrapher  of  four  or  five 
years  of  steady  work  can  be  in  that  condi- 
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tion  if  he  will  only  try.  I asked  if  I could 
buy  a farm  on  the  installment  plan.  Yes,  so 
easy;  only  $200  per  year  to  pay  on  it. 
Seemed  small  in  its  way,  but  have  long 
since  purchased  four  good  homes,  and  now 
pay  taxes  on  above  $8,000  worth  of  prop- 
erty. I purchased  it  all  on  a small  salary 
at  a small  station. 

Of  course,  I made  mistakes,  and  lost 
money.  Yes,  above  half  of  what  I made,  I 
would  have  over  $20,000  in  property  had 
I not  made  mistakes.  Simply  refer  to  my 
own  experience  as  it  may  be  of  some  bene- 
fit to  my  brother  telegraphers  how  to  be- 
come independent  of  not  only  railroads, 
but  of  every  man  as  far  as  support  for  your- 
self and  family  is  concerned. 

Companies  are  forming  all  over  East 
Texas  for  fruit  and  vegetable  industry,  and 
making  100  per  cent.  Why  not,  telegra- 
phers and  agents,  form  a stock  company, 
as  we  handle  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
have  all  advantages  as  to  selling  the  pro- 
ducts? We  can  have  a stockholder  in  every 
town  in  the  U.  S.  I know  of  a location 
near  this  place  that  can  be  purchased  and 
set  in  peach,  cherry,  black,  straw  and  rasp- 
berries, for  $50  per  acre.  Would  be  worth 
above  $500  per  acre  in  five  years.  Peaches 
pay  $100  clear  per  acre  every  year ; cherries 
and  berries  $400  per  acre  clear  of  all  ex- 
penses ; potatoes  $50  to  $75  per  acre,  by  June 
the  1st;  cabbage  and  onions  $100  per  acre. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Britton,  Cotton  Belt  president, 
owns  a 5,000-acre  farm  and  orchard.  The 
general  superintendent  has  organized  a 
smaller  company,  with  shares  as  low  as 
$100.  Many  conductors  and  engineers  are 
taking  stock.  Why  not  telegraphers  and 
agents?  Say  have  shares  at  $10  each,  and 
if  properly  started  will  be  worth  $50  a 
share  in  five  years,  saying  nothing  about 
dividends  up  to  that  time. 

I set  2,000  peach  trees  two  years  ago  on 
twenty  acres  on  a 60-acre  tract  of  land.  I 
refused  over  double  its  value  last  fall.  They 
enhanced  the  value  of  forty  acres  with  no 
trees  set  Will  say  I have  no  land  for  sale, 
nor  am  I a real  estate  agent.  I desire  to  ad- 
vise my  brother  telegraphers  what  I have 
done,  and  what  they  can  do,  and  simply 
suggest  the  organizing  of  a company  for 
the  man  not  able  to  purchase  a place  and 
improve  it,  as  a fruit  farm  needs  the  at- 


tention of  the  owner  or  an  interested  party. 
If  any  telegrapher  or  agent  wishes  to  in- 
vestigate, write  me,  and  if  you  obtain  ap- 
proval of  enough  men  from  correspondence 
will  suggest  a plan  for  stock  company.  All 
business  will  be  done  through  bank.  Pres- 
ident and  purchasing  agent  to  be  bonded. 

J.  B.  Baker, 
Naples,  Texas. 

Note. — In  publishing  Bro.  Baker’s  letter 
we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  ad- 
vocating the  scheme  therein  embodied.  We 
accord  it  space  as  do  we  all  legitimate 
propositions  making  for  the  betterment  of 
telegraphers  in  general.  The  co-operative 
idea  thus  embraced  is  a good  one.,  one  that 
is,  in  the  near  future,  destined  to  rule  the 
industrial  life  of  the  nation.  Properly  con- 
ducted, and  operated  upon  a large  scale,  it 
would  soon  out-rival  the  present  formidable 
fruit  trust.  However,  should  the  member- 
ship at  large  care  to  invetigate,  they  must 
do  so  upon  their  own  responsibility  and 
initiative. — Ed. 


A SUGGESTION. 


I would  like  to  see  our  Grand  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Bro.  L.  W.  Quick,  stir  the 
pot  once  more,  and  send  one  set  of  appli- 
cation blanks  to  each  member  with  a circu- 
lar letter  requesting  the  brothers  to  make 
a special  effort  to  secure  one  new  member 
during  the  months  of  September  and  Octo- 
ber, that  we  may  be  in  good  shape  to  do 
business  with  all  the  roads  the  latter  part 
of  this  year. 

There  are  a great  many  good  O.  R.  T. 
men  who  would  take  enough  interest  to 
secure  one  new  member  if  the  application 
blanks  were  sent  them. 

If  any  member  can  not  secure  one  new 
member  he  can  save  the  set  of  blanks  until 
some  non  drops  into  his  locality,  and  he 
will  be  prepared  for  him. 

Last  year  when  our  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  requested  the  membership  to 
make  a special  effort  to  try  and  secure  one 
new  member,  it  had  a good  effect,  and  great- 
ly increased  the  membership.  Such  a re- 
quest again  may  be  the  means  of  winding 
up  the  nons  by  November. 
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FRATERNAL 


New  Haven  Division,  No.  29. 

At  our  regular  meeting  in  May,  some  one  ad- 
vanced the  idea,  not  altogether  new  to  most  of 
us,  that  it  was  desirable  tor  us  to  meet  oc- 
casionally, for  the  purpose  of  becoming  better 
acquainted,  socially.  At  out  meetings  there  is  so 
much  work  to  do  and  so  little  time  for  doing  it, 
that  we  find  no  time  to  know  each  other,  except 
in  a business  way.  Having  in  mind  that  the 
eighteenth  anniversary  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  June  9, 
was  near  at  hand,  we  saw  an  opportunity  to  have 
a little  social  gathering  to  recognize  this  day. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  and  a committee  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  for  a shore  dinner  at  Savin 
Rock. 

Arrangements  were  finally  completed  for  a 
dinner  to  be  given  at  Wilcox  s Restaurant,  Savin 
Rock,  and  electric  cars  were  chartered  to  take  the 
party  from  the  depot.  Everything  seemed  to  be 
favorable  for  a large  attendance  and  for  a good 
time.  But  on  the  morning  of  June  9th,  and 
during  all  that  day,  the  committee  was  threatened 
with  nervous  prostration.  Nothing  but  rain. 
Three  minutes  before  tl  c car  was  due  to  leave 
the  depot,  only  six  persons  wearing  O.  R.  T. 
buttons  were  discovered.  It  seemed  to  be  a 
frost,  but  suddenly,  from  some  unknown  place, 
forty-eight  more  of  the  craft  appeared.  This  ad- 
dition to  the  party  made  the  large  car  look  more 
cheerful.  The  committee  recovered.  . Later,  after 
we  had  been  at  the  table  long  enough  to  dispose 
of  the  chowder  and  steamed  clams,  we  were  rein- 
forced by  fourteen  starving  brothers  from  the 
Hartford  and  Highland  Divisions  We  have  been 
informed  that  this  party  had  fasted  for  many 
hours  in  anticipation  of  this  spread. 

After  the  sea  food  had  been  disposed  of  and 
cigars  had  been  lighted,  Bro.  E C.  Terry  reviewed, 
briefly,  the  history  of  the  O.  R.  T.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  all  were  made  more  anxious  to  do 
our  best  for  the  O.  K.  T.,  afier  hearing  Bro. 
Terry’s  remarks. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  account  of  many 
brothers  being  obliged  to  leave  at  this  time  for 
their  trains,  we  were  unable  to  hear  from  Bros. 
Culver  and  Dowd,  and  also  from  Bros.  J.  E. 
Cullen  and  V’.  11.  Hu  if,  who  are  doing  some 

organizing  work  with  uv 

Bro.  Wheeler,  with  the  C.  & N.  E.  R.  R.  at 
Stamfordvillc,  X.  V.,  was  probably  put  to  the 
most  inconvenience  to  attend  the  dinner.  It  took 
two  days  of  hi-,  time  to  make  the  trip.  Hope 
he  will  repeat  the  visit  soon. 

This  was  the  firrt  attempt  made  by  Division  29 
to  give  an  aflair  of  this  kind.  However,  it  will 
not  be  the  last;  and  when  the  next  one  is 


scheduled,  don’t  let  a small  obstruction  like  bad 
weather  keep  you  from  attending. 

You  will  probably  notice  the  absence  of  news 
from  several  of  the  divisions  on  this  system  in  our 
territory.  An  effort  was  made  to  secure  interest- 
ing items  from  each  division,  but  only  two  of 
them  were  heard  from.  We  look  for  better  re- 
sults next  time. 

Speaking  generally,  the  condition  of  our  division 
is  all  that  could  be  looked  for,  both  in  the  number 
of  members  and  in  the  quality.  Everyone  is  doing 
his  best  to  increase  the  membership.  Those  who 
are  joining  the  Order  now,  join  with  the  intention 
of  staying.  It  will  be  hard  work  to  convince 

those  who  have  declined  to  join  up  to  this  time 
of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  becoming  a 
member  of  an  organization  that  will  protect  them 
in  so  many  ways.  Fortunately,  there  are  not  many 
of  this  class  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Haven. 

The  spirit  of  the  members  of  Division  29  seems 
to  be  to  become  efficient  in  their  line  of  work, 
anl  to  show  those  who  empioy  them  that  a man 
who  carries  an  up-to-date  O.  R.  T.  card  is  the 
man  who  can  give  the  best  service. 

A new  departure  has  been  instituted  by  this 

railroad  company,  whereby  a 10  per  cent  commis- 
sion is  paid  on  all  “this  line**  W.  U.  business, 
taking  effect  June  xst.  This  is  to  awaken  renewed 
interest  among  the  agents  out  on  the  line  to 

secure  new  business,  the  Postal  people  having 
made  big  inroads  upon  the  Western  Union’s  busi- 
ness of  late. 

There  is  a “Professor**  located  in  Waterbury, 
one  W.  H.  Branch  by  name,  whose  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  Waterbury  papers  recently,  and 
was  answered  by  one  of  our  members  who  was 
instructed  to  call  at  the  Highland  Division  freight 
office  for  particulars.  This  gentleman  has  a repu- 
tation already  established  as  the  first  man  to  ride 
on  the  cars  in  that  town  at.  the  time  of  the  strike 
two  years  ago. 


1 V.  11.  Office  Notes — 

Bro.  %Fitch,  our  Yetman  expert,  who  handles  the 
Boston  wire  in  this  office,  has  the  following  record 
for  one  week,  six  days:  sent  752,  received,  1,342, 
total,  2,094.  He  says  it  is  dead  easy  when  you 
know  how,  ami  asks  if  any  of  the  boys  can 
beat  it. 


Bro.  Conroy  has  a new  Yetman  and  says  that 
when  it  can  be  successfully  worked  on  “17,**  it 
can  he  worked  succ  essfully  on  any  w’ire  on  earth. 

Bro.  Mullarkey  is  looking  more  pleasant  than 
usual  lately,  in  anticipation  of  day  work  for  tn« 


summer. 
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Bro.  Culver,  President  of  our  Sick  and  Funeral 
Benefit  Association,  would  like  to  remind  all  mem- 
bers of  this  division  who  have  not  joined  this 
association  that  Secretary  McCormack  has  on  hand 
an  almost  enrllcss  numocr  of  application  blanks 
that  are  wating  to  be  filled  out. 


Naugatuck  Division  Notes — 

All  the  brothers  were  pleased  to  meet  Bro. 
Cullen,  Grand  Division  Organizer  of  New  York 
City  on  the  line  last  week.  We  understand  he 
put  quite  a number  of  the  boys  in.  He  is  now 
on  the  Berkshire  Division. 

We  would  like  to  see  all  that  gave  applications 
to  Bro.  Cullen  at  our  next  meeting. 

It  is  certainly  amusing  to  hear  some  of  the 
excuses  given  by  sorr.e  for  not  joining  the  O.  R.  T., 
and  presume  that  as  long  as  there  is  an  Order 
we  will  hear  of  new  ones. 

Although  the  weather  was  bad  there  was  a good 
turn  out  from  this  division  to  attend  the  banquet 
held  at  Savin  Rock,  on  June  9th,  in  celebration  of 
the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  the  Order,  and  if  I 
may  be  called  a judge  think  all  enjoyed  a pleasant 
time. 

Bro.  Nickerson,  of  Seymour,  was  accompanied  by 
a brother  from  the  C.  N.  E.,  who  reports  that  line 
coming  in  good  shape. 

We  saw  Bro.  Manning,  of  Seymour,  a few  days 
since  on  his  way  up  the  line.  Suppose  “VN” 
was  on  his  way  to  “GY”  to  see  the  elephant. 

The  work  on  the  double  track  at  Derby  Junction 
and  from  Ansonia  to  Seymour  is  progressing  very 
rapidly,  and  the  Naugatuck  will  very  soon  be  a 
double  track  road  to  Seymour. 

The  telegraph  office  at  Waterbury  has  been 
moved  down  stairs,  which  makes  it  more  con- 
venient for  all  concerned. 

We  still  notice  Bro.  Nickerson,  of  Seymour, 
making  his  way  toward  York  JState  occasionally. 
Thought  that  you  were  going  to  bring  her  over 
before  this  time.  “N,”  delays  arc  dangerous. 

Well,  boys,  things  are  coming  our  way  now 
and  in  the  near  future  we  should  have  every 
desirable  non  on  this  division  as  well  as  on  all 
others.  Let  us  all  do  our  share  toward  getting 
them  and  our  reward  for  so  doing  will  come  out 
in  the  end.  Get  out  to  the  meetings  and  take  an 
interest  in  what  is  being  done  instead  of  letting 
a few,  or  the  same  ones  do  it  all. 

Every  member  of  Division  29  should  join  the 
Sick  and  Funeral  Benefit  Association.  The  cost 
is  very  little  and  in  times  of  need  it  would  be  a 
great  help  to  those  who  need  assistance. 

Mr.  Gordon,  at  “AX,”  has  just  returned  from 
a southerr  trip.  Don’t  you  think  it  about  time 
you  gave  us  your  papers,  “BN?”  Some  of  the 
brothers  at  “GY”  should  go  for  him  and  not  let 
him  rest  until  you  have  him 

In  closing  would  like  to  say,  do  not  take  for 
granted  all  you  hear. 

Highland  Division  Notes — 

Bro.  Langee  is  now  holding  down  the  yard  office 
at  Fishkill.  “FA”  now  means  freight  office,  no 
train  work  there. 


A new  office  at  Hopewell,  east  end  of  yard, 
call  “CN,”  and  Bro.  Carey,  formerly  of  “FY” 
office,  doing  day  trick.  Bro.  Burns,  formerly  at 
“JC,”  doing  night  turn. 

Bro.  Burns  is  now  taking  a little  vacation  and 
Bro.  Nutting,  who  has  been  holding  down  the 
night  trick  at  “SH,”  is  relieving  him.  Bro.  Hart 
is  still  sawing  it  off  at  “NJ.‘  How  is  that  night 
lad,  “H?” 

Bro.  Earl  is  now  at  the  Duchess  Station,  but  his 
old  call,  “JC,”  went  along  with  him. 

“13”  Bro.  Hoffman,  at  “PN,”  is  becoming  a 
professional  ball  player.  They  say  he  can  catch 
anything  from  rocks  to  cannon  balls. 

We  are  pleased  to  know  that  Bro.  J.  P.  Costello 
is  again  able  to  resume  his  duties  on  the  C.  N.  -E. 

Bro.  Fox,  at  “BM,”  recently  took  a short  vaca- 
tion. A Mr.  Wool  relieving  him. 

Bro.  Leahy  was  off  duty  several  nights  at  “MP” 
account  of  sickness.  J.  M.  Barnptte  relieving 
him. 

Bro.  Murphy,  at  “MP,”  is  now  a W.  U.  man. 
Wire  259  is  now  cut  in  there  for  W.  U.  business. 

Bro.  Bateman,  of  “AG,”  recently  took  a trip 
to  “NH,”  on  business. 

Bro.  David,  of  “DY,”  is  spending  a week  in 
Bridgeport.  Bro.  Dunbar  taking  the  day  trick 
and  Bro.  Gould,  from  Wilson  Point,  doing  night 
trick. 

Bro.  Higgins  again  on  his  job  at  “HA.” 

Bro.  Newkirk  has  gone  to  his  home  near  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  account  of  sickness. 

Last  Telegrapher  should  have  told  of  a birth  of 
a daughter  to  Bro.  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Post,  of  Dan- 
bury, but  same  was  overlooked. 

The  brothers  from  the  High  Division  who  at- 
tended the  celebration  of  our  eighteenth  anni- 
versary at  Savin  Rock  report  best  time  of  their 
lives,  even  though  weather  was  a little  bad. 

Bro.  Welch  claims  that  he  holds  the  champion- 
ship: Four  lobsters,  one  quart  clams,  one  pound 

fish  with  all  that  goes  along  with  them. 

Now,  brothers  of  the  Highland  Division,  stand 
right  by  your  weapons,  pick  off  every  non  who 
attempts  to  get  within  our  lines.  Follow  the  band 
wagon  and  occasionally  give  it  a push  up  the  hill. 
We  must  show  our  colors  and  stand  to  our  prin- 
ciples. We  are  in  the  right,  and  right  will  win. 


Boston  Division,  No.  89. 

Our  regular  meeting  of  June  4th  called  to  order 
at  8 p.  ni  , with  16  applicants  for  initiation  and 
35  applications  read  for  the  next  meeting.  We 
had  a very  large  attendance  and  rejoice  to  see 
the  boys  get  out  to  the  meetings  the  way  they  do. 

Boston  Division  89  instituted  two  years  ago,  has, 
up  to  the  present  year,  been  making  progress.  We 
secured  organizers  to  hustle  the  boys  in,  but  with 
indifferent  success.  The  answer  every  time  was 
that  they  would  be  in  in  the  near  future,  but  the 
near  future  never  came.  Ihe  brothers  became 
tired  of  waiting  and  commenced  to  do  some  hust- 
ling, and  since  then  the  division  has  been  doing 
good  work.  Only  a very  few  know  what  an 
amount  of  work  has  been  done. 
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The  Order  is  an  organized  expression  of  the 
need  of  our  class  as  wage-earners,  and  these 
needs  are  more  than  any  mere  money  considera- 
tion, useful  and  necessary  as  that  consideration 
is  with  every  working  man.  A telegrapher  who 
does  not  support  his  Order  is  doing  just  as  little 
of  his  whole  duty  as  he  possibly  can,  placing 
more  value  on  a dollar  in  his  pocket  than  he 
places  on  his  honor  and  duty.  He  should  have  a 
little  world  somewhere  for  his  own  use,  so  that 
he  might  not  be  burdened  with  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities to  his  fellows.  There  was  a time 
when  it  was  a question  with  honest  thinkers 
whether  it  was  right  to  support  the  methods 
of  unions  as  they  were  then  conducted,  but  that 
time  has  passed,  and  the  only  excuse  now  available 
for  being  a non,  is  the  excuse  of  the  man  who 
fails  to  protect  his  family. 

A few  months  ago,  when  we  started  to  talk  to 
the  boys  about  the  O.  R.  T.,  it  was  like  drawing 
the  sap  from  a turnip.  Very  few  would  listen 
to  us,  a good  many  did  not  know  what  the 
O.  R.  T.  was.  Today  it  is  a very  different  thing, 
all  the  boys  along  the  line  have  spoken  in  favor 
of  it,  many  have  joined  us,  many  have  sent  in 
their  applications,  and  the  rest  have  promised  to 
come  in.  We  have  made  good  progress  and  from 
now  on  it  will  be  easier  work.  The  nons  are 
like  a flock  of  sheep,  and  need  a few  leaders 
to  show  them  the  right  road.  They  stand  back 
to  see  what  we  intended  to  do.  They  don’t  wish  to 
jump  from  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire,  and  by 
showing  them  our  colors,  and  what  we  have  to 
offer  them,  they  will  join  our  ranks  I am  sure. 

To  those  who  have  recently  joined,  I wish  to 
say  we  want  to  see  you  take  an  active  part  in  the 
working  of  the  Order.  Don’t  be  silent  members. 
Go  into  it  with  your  whole  soul,  and  work  for 
the  upbuilding  of  the. Order  in  every  way  that 
you  possibly  can.  This  thing  of  paying  dues, 
getting  the  card,  reading  a few  lines  in  the 
journal,  then  sitting  down  ‘and  folding  your 
hands  and  thinking  you  have  done  your  duty,  is 
all  a mistake.  You  should  attend  every  meeting 
that  you  possibly  can,  keep  a lookout  for  students 
along  the  line,  and  if  you  know  of  a member 
who  is  allowing  a student  to  hang  around  his 
office,  be  sure  and  report  the  matter  at  the  next 
meeting,  and  never  let  an  opportunity  pass  to 
speak  a good  word  for  the  Order.  It  is  time  to 
wake  up  and  do  something  for  ourselves,  for  no 
one  will  do  it  for  us.  VVc  are  proud  of  our 
membership  in  this  division,  and  have  some  of 
the  finest  material  on  the  lines,  but  we  are  forced 
to  complain  on  account  of  the  interest  that  is 
manifested  in  the  monthly  meetings,  as  has  been 
stated  time  and  again.  The  monthly  meetings 
are  the  very  life  of  our  organization,  and  it  is 
impossible  for  the  men  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
work  that  is  going  on  in  their  behalf  unless  they 
attend. 

In  regard  to  the  dues,  of  course,  the  card  you 
now  have  is  good  for  sixty  days,  but  each  member 
should  pay  his  dues  as  soon  as  possible,  and  get 
a new  card,  for  if  you  put  it  off,  the  first  thing 
you  know  it  is  the  first  of  the  next  quarter. 


and  you  have  $3. 50  more  to  pay,  and  have  no 

cards  at  all.  Remember  the  battle  cry.  No  cards, 

no  favors. 

Oh,  it  means  you're  worth  a little  more,  you’ve 
not  been  wasting  time; 

It  means  you’re  on  th*  ladder  and  are  learning 
how  to  climb. 

And  you  breathe  a little  deeper  than  you  ever 
did  before. 

And  you  work  a little  harder  and  you  think  a 
little  more, 

For  work  is  just  a pleasant  thing  and  life  is 
light  and  gay. 

When  you  come  to  join  the  O.  R.  T.  and  get  a 
raise  in  pay.  Div.  Com. 


Utica  Division,  No.  90. 

The  regular  meeting  of  Division  90  was  held 
June  15th.  Only  routine  business  was  transacted. 
There  was  some  rapid-fire  exchange  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  system  division  matter  which  was 
before  the  membership  on  the  system  for  a vote. 
Six  applications  for  membership  were  acted  upon. 

Bro.  Boyle,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  look  after  Bro.  Smith  of  Little  Falls,  who  has 
been  ill  for  some  time,  reported  that  the  members 
of  the  committee  were  calling  on  Bro.  Smith  from 
time  to  time  and  taking  him  little  offerings  of 
friendship  in  the  way  of  flowers,  fruits  and  words 
of  cheer.  Bro.  Smith  is  a young  man  of  splendid 
worth  and  it  is  a matter  of  deep  regret  that  he 
does  not  appear  to  improve  in  health.  Bro.  John 
Hoffman,  of  Hoffmans,  is  also  reported  to  be 
seriously  sick.  I understand  that  our  secretary 
is  looking  after  him  and  keeping  the  division 
posted  as  to  his  condition. 

Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Block  started  for  an 
extended  trip  through  the  West  on  June  18th. 
They  will  take  in  St.  i^ouis  on  their  way  out. 

I wish  to  call  the  attention  of  all  divisions  to 
F.  G.  Wilworth.  This  man  has  been  black-balled 
by  Division  41,  as  reported  by  a member  of  that 
division. 

Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Lyon  left  on  June  19th 
for  a two  weeks’  trip  through  the  western  part  of 
the  State.  Our  best  wishes  go  with  you,  *'G.” 

Hall,  of  Utica,  covers  the  day  trick  at  Kirkville 
Jet.  while  Bro.  Lyon  is  away. 

Bro.  Brownson,  of  Indian  Castle,  will  spend  his 
vacation  in  the  West  Bro.  Green  comes  in  for 
the  extra  work. 

Bro.  Plante,  of  St.  Johnsville,  will  sojourn  in 
Boston  during  his  vacation.  We  “13”  he  is  mak- 
ing the  trip  mostly  on  account  of  those  famous 
“baked  beans.” 

Bro.  Coon  working  days  at  B.  S.  43  and  fishing 
nights. 

Bro.  Bender,  of  Utica  yard  office,  is  much  in- 
terested in  baseball  these  days,  being  a member  of. 
one  of  the  railroad  league  teams.  It  is  reported 
that  he  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  men  in  the 
league,  as  every  time  he  lands  on  the  sphere  it 
means  lost  ball  or  a new  cover. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Hedglon  is  traveling  in  the  West 
for  a telegraphonc  company  of  New  York.  Bro. 
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Hedglon  is  one  of  the  best  ever  and  may  good 
luck  attend  him. 

Bro.  Prevost,  of  Fonda,  is  one  of  our  most  faith- 
ful meeting  attendants  and  brings  in  his  non  with 
pleasing  regularity. 

If  we  all  follow  the  advice  contained  in  the 
following  verses  from  the  Tacoma  Ledger,  we  will 
reach  the  summit: 

KEEP  A-CLIMBIN’. 

If  the  road  is  hard  and  rough, 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

If  you’re  feelin’  pretty  tough, 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

’Taint  no  use  ^ sit  and  pout, 

’Cause  the  other  fellow’s  stout, 

Gittin’  miffed  won’t  help  you  out. 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

If  you're  feelin'  kinda’  sick, 

Keep  a-climbin'. 

Make  a cane  from  come  old  stick. 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

Don’t  stand  still  if  you  get  blue. 

One  more  step  may  change  your  view, 
Clouds  will  often  change  their  hue. 

So  keep  a-climbin'. 

Don’t  get  down  into  the  rut, 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

Watch  the  road  for  some  .short  cut, 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

Don’t  be  gazin’  at  the  ground 
With  your  face  all  in  a frown, 

Raise  your  head  and  look  aroun’, 

But  keep  a-climbin’. 

Don’t  let  folks  discourage  you, 

Keep  a-climbin*. 

Keep  your  goal  always  iu  view. 

Keep  a-climbin’. 

If  you  do  right  things  today, 

Sometime  you’ll  be  makin’  hay. 

And  you’ll  hear  the  people  say, 

“He  did  some  climbin'.” 


Wilkes  Barre  Division,  No.  67. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Division  67  in  June 
there  was  a very  small  number  present.  All  mem- 
bers are  fully  aware  of  the  time,  place  and  dates 
of  our  gatherings  each  month,  and  it  is  to  their 
interest  to  make  some  sort  of  an  effort  to  get 
around,  once  a year  at  least.  I am  informed 
that  one  brother,  sort  of  a tall  chap,  started  for 
the  meeting  with  intentions  good,  but  on  reach- 
ing his  destination  was  lured  from  his  purpose 
by  certain  members  of  the  fair  sex,  failed  to  put 
in  an  appearance.  This  shows  just  about  how 
much  this  brother  cares  for  the  improvement  of 
our  down  trodden  conditions. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  q:io,  Bro.  Meighan 
in  the  chair.  Closed  in  due  form  at  10:40  p.  m. 

There  were  several  discussions  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  things  on  the  Lehigh  Valley.  All  were 
of  the  opinion  that  something  should  be  done  to 


have  steps  taken  at  once  for  organizers  to  cover 
the  line. 

On  the  P.  & N.  Y.  Division  of  this  line  we 
are  in  pretty  fair  condition,  but  very  far  from 
it  on  the  other  divisions.  Mention  was  made 
of  the  progress  being,  made  by  the  D.  & H. 
brothers,  and  whde  we  feel  like  "hurrahing”  for 
them,  we  think  that  we  were  not  given  a fair 
show  at  the  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  get 
the  road  in  shape.  Why  could  not  we  have  done 
the  same  thing,  had  it  been  started  in  the  same 
way?  No  reason  at  all  suggests  itself,  and  now 
what  we  want  is  to  get  the  help  from  the  organi- 
zation, get  things  under  way  as  soon  as  possible 
and  keep  the  boys  from  losing  heart. 

Had  a communication  from  Vice-President  Bro. 
Pierson,  stating  that  he  would  arrange  to  meet 
with  us  at  a place  to  be  decided  on  later.  This 
is  indeed  good  news  and  we  hope  that  the 
outcome  will  be  very  fruitful.  Notice  will  be 
extended  to  all  so  that  arrangements  can  be  made 
to  have  a big  number  of  brothers  and  nons  on 
hand. 

Extra  men  "galore"  now-a-days  on  this  road, 
market  seems  to  be  pretty  well  supplied  with 
lightning  slingers  here  as  well  as  on  other  pikes. 
There  seems  to  be  a sort  01  rumor  afloat  that 
the  management  are  taking  steps  to  install  "talk- 
ing" apparatus  in  two  or  three  of  the  siding  jobs 
along  the  line,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  help 
of  the  night  telegrapher  at  these  places,  but  can- 
not say  as  to  its  truthfulness.  Think  it  a bad 
"figure"  all  around.  The  train  dispatchers  will 
tell  you  that  their  night  offices  now  are  so  far 
apart  that  they  have  hard  times  keeping  tab  on 
the  "junks."  Guess  it  is  another  brand  of  bluff 
that  certain  other  road3  have  long  since  tried,  or 
made  believe  try,  just  for  a scare. 

Glad  to  hear  Bro.  3arrowcliff  again  at  "KH." 
"Back  from  the  woods,"  and  looking  much  im- 
proved. We  missed  you,  "BO,  and  all  welcome 
your  return. 

Bro.  Dan  Gaylord  recently  resigned  his  position 
with  the  L.  V.  at  “MI"  yard  office  nights.  We 
are  informed  that  he  has  a*  better  strike  with  the 
P.  & R.  on  the  Philadelphia  line.  Sorry  to  have 
you  leave  us,  "GC,"  and  all  wish  you  success  and 
a day  job. 

Bro.  Tom.  Higgins  from  the  extra  list  working 
at  "MI"  for  the  present.  Understand  he  expects 
to  stay  some  time. 

Bro.  "Jasper"  Drake,  of  the  relief  recently  re- 
lieved day  man,  "Ra^tus,”  at  "MI"  for  a few 
tricks,  and  from  all  reports  should  judge  that  he 
had  troubles  of  his  own.  The  quad  adjustment 
was  a little  too  many  for  “X,"  although  he  thinks 
he  can  fix  any  old  set  of  quad  instruments  in 
America.  Ask  him. 

Dr.  Harry  I.  Andrews,  from  New  York  City 
on  his  annual  three  months’  vacation,  is  with  us, 
doing  all  kinds  of  work  in  the  relay  office  at 
"SA"  and  on  the  line.  Our  only  regret,  "N," 
is  that  you  cannot  remain  with  us  right  along. 

Bro.  Henry  Hovey  at  last  found  a place  to  his 
liking,  by  settling  down  at  Dushore  agency. 
Suppose  you  will  soon  be  following  in  the  foot- 
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steps  of  your  near-by  bi other  at  “SF,”  ”VR,”  eh? 
No?  Oh,  you  are  fooling. 

The  brothers,  “J”  and  “NS,”  at  Interlaken,  are 
building  air-castles,  planning  how  much  they  will 
enjoy  themselves  working  in  their  new  shack  when 
it  arrives.  Don’t  believe  they  have  shipped  it  yet, 
boys.  Good  things  come  slow,  so  perhaps  there  is 
a chance  for  you  yet. 

Bro.  Fox  again  working  the  relief  agency,  Bro. 
Tyler  having  returned  first  of  the  month  from 
his  trip  for  his  health  in  the  Western  States 
and  the  big  Fair. 

W.  G.  Miller  transferred  from  agency  at  Du- 
shore  to  agency  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  This  is  a worthy 
promotion. 

Bro.  Bill  Banker  back  from  his  honeymoon, 
working  at  “CS”  days.  You  always  were  a lucky 
dog,  old  man,  even  in  cold  weather. 

We  learn  of  the  sudden  death  of  Bro.  W.  G. 
Walters,  agent  Romulus,  N.  Y.  We  very  much 
regret  the  loss  of  Bro.  “W,  ’ he  being  one  of  our 
most  active  working  brothers.  Uur  sircerest  sym- 
pathy is  extended  to  the  bereaved  family  in  their 
great  loss.  Bro.  Walters  had  a friend  in  every 
employee  of  the  road,  his  cheerful  disposition 
being  remembered  by  all  who  met  him. 

Each  one  is  specially  requested  to  keep  after 
the  nons  and  don’t  forget  the  next  meeting. 

Bob. 


E.  C.  & N.  Notes — 

I frequently  norice  communications  under  the 
heading,  Wilkcsbarre  Division,  and  signed  by  Div. 
Cor.,  but  there  is  never  anything  from  the  E.  C. 
& N.  branch. 

This  branch  is  not  dead  but  just  dormant,  due 
to  the  hard  winter  weather  we  went  through  with. 
Speaking  about  last  winter,  some  of  us  were  work- 
ing 12  and  24  hours  at  a stretch,  waiting  for  a 
tardy  passenger  train,  and  m one  instance  for 
just  a light  engine,  borne  of  the  fellows  put 
in  a bid  for  extra  hours  on  the  monthly  time  slip. 
Nothing  was  heard  trom  u so  they  dared  not  try 
again. 

We  have  been  troubled  a great  deal  this  spring 
with  the  wire  not  working  properly,  could  not 
keep  adjusted.  Wire  was  open  long  periods  at  a 
time.  1 his  was  all  caused  by  a student  in  non 
office. 

We  are  now  quite  well  organized  here,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three. 

There  have  been  a very  few  changes  here  this 
spring;  Mr.  R.  E.  Sprague,  from  the  Grand  Trunk, 
succeeded  Mr.  Purvis  at  “PY.”  Mr.  Sprague  is 
one  of  us  good  and  strong. 

It  was  reported  that  Mr.  Barnes  at  Canastota 
was  going  to  resign.  It  would  be  a hard  matter 
getting  anyone  at  all  acquainted  with  the  condi- 
tions to  go  there.  Mr.  Barnes  puts  in  at  least 
eight  hours  daily  and  no  Sundays  off. 

Why  don't  some  of  you  other  brothers  write  a 
few  lines  for  The  Telegrapher ? Of  course,  we 
can’t  expect  the  correspondent  down  in  Penn. 
State  to  know  much  about  us  or  our  working  con- 
ditions. 


Was  talking  with  a non  the  other  day.  He  had 
previously  kept  a student,  but  for  some  reason 
got  rid  of  him.  I heard  him  say,  “No  more 
students  for  me.”  Of  course,  then  J thought  we 
had  him  landed,  so  I says,  “Then  you  will  be 
one  of  us?”  You  should  have  heard  his  reasons. 
He  says  some  day  there  will  be  a shaking  up 
of  all  the  O.  R.  T.  men,  and  those  that  are  not 
in  will  have  the  pick  of  all  the  good  jobs.  Now, 
wouldn’t  that,  wouldn’t  it! 

Cert.  325. 


Renoyo  Division,  No.  110. 

Regular  meeting  of  Rcnovo  Division  No.  no 
held  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Renovo,  May  27th,  and 
was  well  attended.  Business  of  importance  was 
transacted,  and  two  applicants  admitted. 

Bro.  Henry  Green  is  dangerously  sick  at  the 
Renovo  Hotel,  and  is  akely  to  be  laid  up  for 
some  time. 

Bro.  Jesse  Miller  is  busy  looking  for  trouble 
on  wires  account  of  washouts — on  clothes  lines. 

Bro.  Joe  Crane,  of  Renovo  office,  was  called 
home  last  week  account  of  the  serious  illness  of 
his  mother.  She  is  getting  better  now,  and  he 
is  back  to  work. 

Bro.  C.  U.  Lupro  has  been  transferred  from 
“AK,”  Renovo,  to  “HR”  tower,  and  operator 
Crissman  is  working  afternoon  trick  at  “AK.” 

Bros.  E.  P.  James  and  A.  C.  Hanes  were  in 
Renovo  Friday,  May  27th. 

Western  Division  relief  telegrapher  Holloway 
quit.  Operator  McAuliffe  has  taken  the  place. 

Miss  Lizzie  Keirman  was  a Renovo  visitor  latter 
part  of  the  month. 

CoR. 

St.  Louis  Division,  No.  2. 

Dear  brothers,  what  do  you  think  of  1,277  new 
members  initiated  during  May?  Looks  as  if  in- 
dividual effort,  a long  pull,  a strong  pull  and  a 
pull  altogether  had  been  worked  overtime.  Keep 
at  it,  brothers,  and  it  will  not  be  many  moons 
until  we  have  every  desirable  non  lined  up  on 
our  side. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  our  meetings  are  well 
attended  and  great  enthusiasm  is  being  shown. 
Meeting  May  21st  called  to  order  on  time.  All 
officers  present.  Six  petitions  read,  ballotted  upon 
and  the  applicants  elected  as  members  of  the  divi- 
sion. One  application  was  referred  to  a committee 
to  have  the  applicant  secure  the  required  number 
of  signers.  Fifty  members  attended  this  meeting 
and  almost  all  had  something  to  say. 

Meeting  June  4 was  attended  by  thirty  members, 
who  passed  upon  five  applicants,  made  final  ar- 
rangements for  the  ball  game,  listened  to  several 
speeches  on  good  of  the  Order,  and  adjourned 
10  p.  m. 

When  8 p.  m.,  June  9th,  arrived  and  we  counted 
up  sixty-five  brothers  present  at  our  special  meet- 
ing, we  were  of  the  opinion  the  game  of  ball  put 
everyone  in  shipshape.  Bros.  Thurston,  Perham, 
Newman,  Quick,  Finnan,  Clancy,  Turner,  Trent 
and  Ilolman  wer£  the  principal  speakers  of  the 
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evening;  and  say,  it  would  do  your  heart  good 
to  have  heard  these  old  warriors  tell  when  it  meant 
discharge  to  wear  a button  and  they  received  the 
handsome  salary  of  $25-00  pci.  Quite  different 
now,  eh?  I could  tell  you  many  more  things  we 
heard,  but  am  leary  of  the  editor  cutting  this 
article  down  so  will  let  it  go  at  this.  • 

Meeting  June  x8th  called  to  order  8 p.  m.,  with 
thirty-six  members  present.  Three  applications 
read,  two  being  ballotted  upon  and  applicants 
elected.  The  other  did  not  have  the  required 
signers  and  was  referred  to  the  committee.  Tickets 
to  the  ball  soon  to  be  held  by  Divisions  6 and  53 
were  purchased. 

Bro.  Ruth  is  in  the  M.  O.  Pac.  Hospital,  suffer- 
ing from  a compound  fracture  and  will  be  confined 
to  his  bed  for  some  time.  Any  brother  who  can, 
should  go  and  see  him.  Bros.  Hatch,  of  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah;  Curry,  of  Baltimore,  Md.;  Bridges 
of  Northumberland,  Pa.;  Fox,  of  Portland,  Ore.; 
Barbour,  of  Arco,  Minn.;  La  Shelle,  jf  Manning, 
la.;  Boyd,  of  Portland,  Ore.;  Lynch,  of  Highlands, 
Ind. ; Munster,  of  Chicago,  Ills.;  and  Sister  Oren, 
of  Tampa,  Fla.,  are  in  the  city  visiting  the 
Fair. 

Bros.  Jones  and  Lindcnmuth,  of  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary's office,  are  taking  a vacation  and  looking 
at  The  Pike. 

Bro.  Geo.  Trent  informs  us  that  he  has  blossomed 
into  a full-flcdgel  wireless  telegrapher,  and  can 
send  you  a message  from  the  Fair  any  time. 

I presume  you  boys  are  hungry  for  news  of 
the  ball  game,  so  here  goes: 

Bros.  Quick,  Roberts,  Jones,  McPheeters,  Mol- 
loy,  Jackson,  Willbur,  Chatham  and  Berry  com- 
posed the  ‘‘Never  Wuzers”  team,  while  Bros. 
Bagby,  Kyle,  Becker,  Sinks,  Hequemborg,  Bick, 
“Bings,**  Avery,  Shelton  and  Tazwell  made  up  the 
“Has  Beens.” 

The  score  was  22  to  23  in  favor  of  the  "Never 
Wuzers.’*  Nine  innings  were  played.  Quite  a 
number  of  bases  on  balls,  two  and  three-base  hits, 
double  plays,  strike  outs,  passed  balls  and  so  on, 
were  made  by  both  sides.  Only  one  home  run, 
which  was  made  by  the  "Has  Beens."  There  were 
quite  a number  of  rooters  present,  and  if  they 
had  been  counted  in,  both  sides  would  have  won 
out,  tied,  game  off  account  of  darkness  or  some 
other  old  thing. 

Forest  Park  only  has  1,400  acres  in  it,  still  some 
think  the  balls  were  knocked  over  the  fence  and 
out.  Bro.  "Bing,  ’ formerly  known  as  Bick,  was 
quite  a favorite  as  well  as  champion.  Tall  and 
graceful  he  stood  in  the  left  field,  and  to  him  it 
mattered  not  how  high  the  flies  came.  All  he 
had  to  do  was  to  put  up  his  dukes,  hang  onto  the 
ball  just  as  easy  as  you  could  with  a basket,  and 
the  voice  of  the  umpire  could  be  heard,  "Batter 
out."  No  matter  if  Bro.  Bick  is  a “Has  Been" 
or  “Never  Wuzer,"  he  was  presented  with  a beauti- 
ful badge  in  honor  of  his  excellent  playing  and  to- 
day one  can  see  him  wearing  it  Each  and  all  of  the 
boys  deserve  great  credit,  as  they  played  a good 
game  from  start  to  fin;sh,  and  it  is  hoped  by  all 
of  us  that  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  watching 
them  soon  again. 


Bros.  LaFever,  Berry.  Bull,  Jordan,  Schwarz  and 
Hefner  attended  the  funeral  of  Bro.  L.  S.  Dustin 
at  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  last  Friday.  Services  were 
conducted  at  the  grave  by  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  O.  R.  T.  Division  No.  2.  Bro.  Dustin  was 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  Modern  Wood- 
men and  O.  R.  T.,  each  sending  appropriate  floral 
tributes. 

Cy  Perkins,  Div.  Cor. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy 
has  seen  fit  to  remove  from  our  midst  Bro.  L.  S. 
Dustin;  and 

Whereas,  In  token  of  our  respect  and  friendship 
for  our  brother’s  family  that  mourn  his  loss;  be  it 
Resolved , That  we,  members  of  St.  Louis  Divi- 
sion No.  2,  O.  R.  T.,  tender  to  our  late  deceased 
brother's  family  our  sincere  sympathy  and  con- 
dolence, and  humMy  recommend  them  to  the  care 
of  the  omnipotent  and  merciful  God  for  grace  and 
consolation  to  accept,  with  Christian  forbearance, 
this  sad  affliction;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  our  deceased  brother’s  family,  a copy  to 
The  Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publication,  and 
a copy  placed  on  the  minutes  of  our  division. 

J.  W.  La  Fever, 

H.  A.  Berry, 

W.  H.  Bull, 

Committee. 


Fredericksburg  Division,  No.  125. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  June  10th,  there  was  a very  small 
attendance,  but  the  boys  that  were  fortunate  enough 
to  get  there  report  a fine  time  and  say  they  had 
seven  applications  to  vote  on  and  all  from  the 
W.  S. 

Who  is  the  man  or  who  are  the  men  that  are 
doing  all  this  good  work?  Brothers,  you  need  en- 
couragement and  I am  sure  you  will  get  them  all. 
Won’t  it  be  nice  when  we  can  say,  Here  we  stand 
as  a man?  We  have  one  or  two  on  the  south  end 
who  are  a little  slow  in  coming  in,  but  we  are  going 
to  get  them  just  the  same.  There  are  three  or 
more  agents  that  are  old  telegraphers,  and  we  ought 
to  have  these  men,  especially  the  one  at  "XN"  and 
the  one  at  "A."  I know  some  one  can  get  them 
and  some  one  should  do  so.  Wish  I could  get  a 
ten-minute  talk  with  them  Would  have  their 
papers  and  money  or  know  why.  At  both  places 
we  have  good  O.  R.  T.  men  working  with  these 
agents  and  I don’t  see  why  they  don’t  get  them 
to  join.  Don’t  quit  because  he  says  no  a few 
times;  that  should  make  you  more  determined. 

We  are  still  waiting  for  our  General  Committee 
to  settle  matters  up  with  the  company,  and  we 
hope  by  the  time  we  meet  again  we  will  have  a 
report  from  them,  and  we  all  are  in  hopes  ot  hear- 
ing something  nice,  too.  Brothers,  I am  afraid 
some  of  us  are  a little  timid  Now,  we  all  know 
there  is  no  occasion  to  feel  that  way,  as  there  is 
not  an  official  that  tries  to  log  us.  They  are  all 
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as  nice  to  us  as  we  can  expect,  so  let  us  lay  all 
that  by  and  get  together  and  be  somebody.  Don’t 
you  feel  bad  when  you  read  your  journal  and 
see  that  division  so  and  so  is  solid  to  a man? 
I do  if  you  don’t.  There  is  no  excuse  for  our 
not  being  the  same  way  Let  all  hands  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  by  January  ist,  1905, 
we  will  be  as  solid  as  a rock. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  will  say  this:  Don’t  some 

other  brother  think  he  could  write  a few  remarks 
now  and  then?  Am  willing  to  write  one  every 
time  he  does,  and  in  that  way  the  work  will  be 
divided  and  easier.  Am  not  going  to  write  next 
month  and  will  ask  one  of  our  brothers  from  W.  S. 
to  give  us  something  and  know  he  will  not  refuse 
me.  Cert.  34. 


Ossining  Division,  No.  99. 

In  regard  to  what  I said  last  month  about  towers 
not  being  kept  in  a sanitary  condition,  and  that 
it  was  my  intention  to  mention  the  fact  in  these 
columns,  since  then  I have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  I would  be  discriminating  to  some  extent, 
especially  toward  those  whose  towers  I have  been 
unable  to  see;  therefore,  I will  not  go  into  detail 
regarding  same.  At  the  same  time  I hope  the 
brothers  will  make  it  one  of  their  most  important 
duties  in  keeping  their  offices  in  a first-class  con- 
dition, so  that  when  visited  by  the  officials  it  will 
be  easy  for  them  to  see  the  effects  of  the  O.  R.  T. 

T.  B.  Ganun  goes  to  B.  S.  12  days  permanently, 
in  place  of  Yocum,  resigned.  It  is  very  pleasing 
to  relate  that  Ben  is  making  out  his  application. 

Bro.  Pollock,  formerly  at  B.  S.  37,  has  gone 
in  the  train  service. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Towner,  Div.  89,  and  formerly  from 
the  Western  Division,  is  with  us.  We  welcome 
you  here,  brother,  and  hope  you  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  Division  99.  where  we  will  get  better  ac- 
quainted. 

Extra  operator  H.  C.  Smith  is  with  us.  We 
understand  Bro.  Smith  has  an  up-to-date  card  with 
him,  although  not  an  O.  R.  T.  card.  We  welcome 
you. 

J.  M.  Brophy,  B.  S.  10,  we  understand  has  re- 
signed from  the  service. 

Regular  meeting  held  at  Yonkers,  June  4th,  with 
a good  attendance.  Bro.  Wood  in  the  chair,  and 
Bro.  Neumiller  handled  the  pen,  and  was  kept 
busy  putting  down  the  motions  which  certainly 
came  thick  and  fast.  All  present  seemed  to  be 
well  pleased  with  whav  transpired,  and  said  it 
was  the  best  meeting  ever  he'd.  Meeting  adjourned 
at  11:10  p.  m. 

The  “Hop  Up  Team”  has  lately  purchased  a 
mascot  It’s  a cat. 

Recently  a young  lady  of  Chelsea  was  somewhat 
frightened  to  see  what  she  thought  to  be  a phantom 
figure  in  broad  daylight.  Investigation  proved  it 
to  be  Bro.  Way,  of  B.  S.  51.  roaming  around  in 
his  pajamas  looking  for  a snake  that  ne  said  had 
disturbed  his  slumbers.  George  says  the  sqake 
was  at  least  40  feet  long.  Others  say  there  was 
no  snake  at  all  but  just  a little  nightmare  caused 
by  one  of  those  good  pers  put  up  by  the  Carth- 


age Yacht  Club.  We  are  at  a loss  to  know  who 
the  young  lady  was,  but  hope  she  was  not  seriously 
frightened. 

Br®.  G.  M.  Hatcher,  B.  S.  2,  away  to  Detroit  to 
visit  relatives.  Bro.  Neumuller  filled  his  place 
during  his  absence,  while  Bro.  Dcegan  worked  at 
B.  £.  4- 

Mr.  C.  A.  Hotaling,  B.  S.  23,  on  third  trick,  dis- 
charged from  the  service. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Roberts  goes  to  Mt.  Murray  per- 
manently. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Deremus,  at  B.  S.  14,  we  under- 
stand has  a fine  collection  of  canary  birds. 

Bro.  Hopper  had  the  misfortune  to  wrench 
his  leg  while  getting  off  a trolley.  He  will  be 
out  again  shortly  and  ready  to  do  business  at 
B.  S.  J9- 

Bro.  O’Neil,  at  59,  says  he  is  not  superstitious, 
but  he  has  not  had  the  rheumatism  since  he 
joined  the  O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  C.  F.  Heidcl  is  known  around  B.  S.  57 
as  the  star  of  Sunfish  Cove,  since  he  fell  over- 
board in  trying  to  land  an  eel. 

Bro.  Williams,  Van  Cortlandt  Park,  is  working 
in  the  dispatcher’s  office  at  High  Bridge. 

Bro.  Condon  was  compelled  to  lay  off  a day, 
owing  to  the  sickness  of  one  of  his  children. 
Accept  our  sympathy,  Tom. 

Bro.  G.  E.  Clapp,  our  extra  electrician,  says 
he  has  a weakness  for  “circuses”  and  we  are 
inclined  to  think  the  same.  Recently  a circus 
came  to  Yonkers  and  Bro.  Moss  happened  along, 
claims  he  saw  George  dressed  in  a dark  green 
suit,  pink  tie,  pink  socks,  and  saw  him  drinking 
pink  lemonade.  Bro.  Clapp  says  Bro.  Moss  had 
a pink  eye  that  day,  as  he  did  not  attend  the 
circus  at  all.  Bring  it  up  at  the  meeting,  George, 
and  make  him  prove  it. 

Bro.  Howarth,  at  B.  S.  8,  and  Bro.  Magaw,  at 
B.  S.  14^$,  are  about  to  chip  in  and  purchase 
an  automobile.  These  two  are  fond  of  touring 
around  the  country  and  hunting  up  spots  of 
historic  interest,  and  have  about  decided  to  in- 
vest in  an  auto.  One  of  our  worthy  members, 
when  he  heard  what  Howarth  and  Magaw  in- 
tended doing,  made  the  remark,  “Those  two 
fellows  ought  to  be  putting  their  spare  cash  in 
cradles  and  other  necessities  of  a matrimonial 
nature.”  It  is  not  hard  for  one  to  guess  who 
the  fellow  was  that  made  the  remark. 

Rube  Adams,  at  B.  S.  13,  don’t  look  as  happy  as 
he  once  did,  no  doubt  if  he  would  come  back  into 
our  ranks  and  be  a brother  once  again,  it  would 
improve  his  case.  Look  at  the  smiles  that  Bros. 
Lester  and  Walker  take  about  with  them.  One 
can  tell  they  are  union  men  a block  away.  Rube’s 
refusal  to  get  in  line  is  very  strange.  He  ad- 
vances no  reasons  for  keeping  out,  while  any 
member  of  our  division  can  give  him  a dozen 
reasons  why  he  should  join. 

The  signal  men  who  arc  located  on  the  sec- 
tion over  which  Bro.  Condon  is  repairman,  are 
anxious  to  *back  their  opinions  with  cash  that 
he  is  one  of  the  best  repairmen  on  tn:S  division. 
'There  arc  no  frills  on  Thomas,  it  is  true,  but 
when  it  comes  doxyn  to  making  a hard-working 
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switch'  easier  to  move,  he  certainly  gets  there 
with  both  broom  and  oil  can.  The  men  in  8.  S. 
8 and  4 think  highly  of  Tom,  and  well  they  may, 
as  he  lightens  their  work  in  every  way  he  can. 

Bro.  DeLaney,  at  B.  S.  9,  is  reported  as  pulling 
in  some  good  sized  fish  from  the  Hudson  these 
summer  nights.  We  all  wish  he  would  set  a line 
for  Hitchcock,  his  side  partner,  and  try  and 
pull  him  in.  Get  the  right  kind  of  bait,  Jimmy, 
and  you  will  succeed. 

E.  A.  Patterson,  at  B.  S.  49,  says  there  will 
be  many  another  train  book  filled  before  he  be- 
comes a benedict. 

Bro.  Clough,  at  B.  S.  52  is  an  authority  on 
dogs,  and  says  he  will  pay  $10  for  another  like 
the  one  some  kind  friend  tied  to  his  doorknob. 

Bro.  F.  Frolich,  at  B.  S.  so,  says  walking  is 
good  for  the  health.  Two  or  three  times  a week 
he  walks  to  West  Newburgh.  We  “13’*  the  at- 
traction is  a grass  widow. 

Bro.  Lockard,  at  B.  S.  50,  is  in  the  height 
of  his  glory,  since  that  station  has  been  made 
8 hours.  William  says  he  feels  25  years  younger 
and  he  looks  it. 

Blanvelt. 


Concord  Division,  No.  105. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  May  24th,  an  O.  R.  T. 
division  lodge  was  organized  at  this  place.  Quite 
a goodly  number  of  brothers  were  present,  in- 
cluding Bro.  Vice-Pres.  Pierson  and  Bros.  Bran- 
don, Sohncr  and  Huff.  Bro.  Pierson  addressed 
us  in  a very  able  manner,  and  his  words  of  ad- 
vice and  instruction  made  a profound  impression, 
and  I trust,  sank  deep  into  every  heart.  We 
could  have  listened  to  him  for  hours  if  there 
had  been  time  to  spare,  but,  unfortunately,  there 
was  not,  as  some  of  the  boys  were  obliged  to 
leave  on  an  early  train.  Bro.  Brandon,  to  whom 
we  also  owe  a great  deal  for  his  efforts  to  help 
us  organize,  spoke  in  a pleasing  manner.  Bros. 
Sohner  and  Huff  also  gave  us  a few  words  of 
encouragement.  Then  we  proceeded  to  do  busi- 
ness and  elected  Bro.  Mcserve,  station  agent  at 
Penacook,  as  chief  telegrapher,  a splendid  choice. 
Other  good  men  were  elected  to  fill  the  various 
offices  and  all  were  duly  installed. 

When  and  where  the  division  will  meet  in  the 
future  is  still  to  be  decided. 

H.  O.  Colby, 

Sec.  and  Treas. 


New  York  Division,  No.  26. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Division  26  Monday 
evening,  June  13th,  we  celebrated  the  eighteenth 
birthday  of  the  Order.  The  attendance  was  very 
good.  After  the  meeting  had  been  disposed  of 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  and  the  members 
proceeded  to  enjoy  the  refreshments  served,  during 
which  time  Bro.  Henry  Krcutzberger’s  S’ra  Or- 
chestra furnished  an  entertainment  which  was 
greatly  appreciated  by  all.  A very  pleasant  even- 
ing was  spent  in  this  manner,  and  it  is  regretted 
that  all  the  brothers  were  not  in  attendance. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Brown  has  been  enjoying  a much- 
needed  rest  from  his  duties  in  “Q”  office.  He 


spent  part  of  the  time  with  friends  in  Columbia 
County. 

Bro.  T.  J.  McCarthy,  of  “KO,”  and  wife,  made 
a short  visit  to  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  recently. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Spaulding  and  wife  have  returned 
from  a trip  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  had  a very 
enjoyable  time  visiting  the  World’s  Fair.  We  are 
glad  to  have  Bro.  Spaulding  and  wife  back  in  our 
midst  safe  and  sou  Ad. 

Bro.  G.  A.  Palmer  has  been  transferred  to 
Pawling  as  assistant  agent  and  telegrapher. 

Bro.  F.  L.  Buckley  has  resigned  the  freight 
agency  at  Woodlawn.  The  vacancy  has  been  filled 
by  Bro.  F.  W.  Vanhosen,  of  Yonkers  Park. 

Bro.  Hawkes,  of  Scarsdale,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  agency  at  Yonkers  Park. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  nf  Bronxville,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Fordham  as  assistant  agent. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Whalen,  of  Millerton,  made  a short 
trip  to  the  city  recently. 

The  vacation  season  will  soon  open.  Hope  we 
do  not  have  any  trouble  in  getting  relief. 

They  say  there  is  an  electiician  on  the  Hudson 
Division  who  is  perfecting  a device  to  warm 
“cold  feet,”  to  be  worn  inside  the  shoe.  Guess 
we’ll  have  to  have  a few  on  the  Harlem  Division. 


Harlem  Line  Notes — 

The  examination  on  Harlem  Line  rules  will 
be  conducted  on  the  civil  service  plan.  Each 
employe  will  be  required  to  fill  out  answers  to 
the  list  of  questions  from  memory  while  in  the 
class-room. 

Vacations  will  start  July  1st.  Better  late  than 
never. 

The  N.  Y.  C.  & Harlem  Line  Baseball  Club 
played  the  Harlem  River,  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H. 
R.  R.  team  at  Westchester  Oval,  Saturday,  May 
28th,  and  suffered  the  first  defeat  of  the  season, 
having  previously  won  six  games  in  succession. 
Harlem  Line  team  is  managed  by  John  Hanley, 
Secretary  to  Trainmaster  Lucy.  John  is  fat  and 
prosperous  looking  and  wears  a perpetual  Sunny 
Jim  smile. 

We  hope  none  of  our  brothers  are  losing  interest 
because  the  efforts  of  the  Grievance  Committee  did 
not  meet  with  th-  success  anticipated.  The  ex- 
planation of  the  officials  of  their  inability  to  grant 
concessions  seems  to  be  satisfactory  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  the  committee  hope  in  the  near  future 
to  be  able  to  make  a good  showing.  Remember, 
brothers,  that  success  is  not  attained  oy  the  man 
who  goes  down  and  out  at  the  first  stroke  of 
adversity.  Our  pioneer  forefathers  were  not  very 
timid,  and  why  should  we  be?  If  that  solid  band 
of  patriots  who  signed  our  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence had  become  disorganized,  “Old  Glory” 
would  probably  never  have  been  flung  to  the 
breeze.  Boys,  you  hold  the  key  to  your  future 
welfare;  so  bear  the  old  motto  ever  in  mind.  “Ir. 
unity  there  is  strength."  This  is  what  made  the 
United  States  of  America  the  bulwark  of  God’s 
dominion  on  earth. 

Since  becoming  organized,  the  “Bunch”  at  Tower 
No.  1 work  in  better  harmony.  Stick  together. 
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boys,  and  do  your  best.  The  officials,  being  men 
of  character,  have  more  respect  for  men  of  nerve 
than  they  have  for  weaklings.  Your  worth  cannot 
fail  of  recognition. 

Bro.  Wm.  T.  Little,  2nd  trick  dispatcher  at 
“G”  office,  has  secured  a very  reliable  time-piece, 
“18K  goods.”  He  has  been  heard  to  make  several 
disparaging  remarks  about  the  veracity  of  the 
Standard  clock  at  that  office  of  late,  whenever  it 
failed  to  compare  favorably  with  his  sun-dial. 

Bro.  F.  F.  Rooney,  of  West  59  Street,  has  been 
on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  two  weeks;  Bro. 
Dougherty  covering  his  trick. 

Bro.  C.  G.  Lewis,  “MO"  nights,  has  sold  his 
farm  at  Sherwood  Park.  Guess  the  chicken  busi- 
ness was  too  strenuous  a life  for  our  worthy 
brother. 

We  have  with  us  once  more  Mr.  F.  S.  Babcock 
(a  former  brother).  Better  identify  yourself  with 
our  division,  ‘‘Bab;*’  the  new  cards  are  fine. 


*‘L"  Notes — - 

We  hope  to  soon  have  a soud  organization  here. 
The  telephones  will  never  supersede  the  telegraph 
as  far  as  practicar  work  is  concerned,  and  it  is 
only  a question  of  time  when  the  “keys”  will  be 
manipulated  again  to  the  extent  they  formerly 
were. 

We  hear  interesting  stories  of  Bro.  M.  J. 
Geoghegan's  attractiveness  tor  the  ladies.  He 
takes  great  delight  in  entertaining  them  with  his 
violin*  on  which  he  is  a fine  performer. 

Bro.  P.  J.  O’Connell  has  enjoyed  a rest  of  three 
days  in  the  country. 

Bro.  P.  R.  Lahart  (our  noted  baritone)  went 
in  the  country  recently  to  exhibit  his  abilities  as 
an  actor  to  the  “1  nstics,”  and  we  must  say  that 
he  gained  the  universal  acclamation  of  the  Rubes 
that  1 e was  all  right. 

Bro.  Geo.  Gray  has  become  quite  popular  since 
his  debut  in  the  social  sphere.  Understand  that 
Dollie  is  booked  to  sing  at  one  of  the  noted  clubs 
on  Fifth  Avenue  soon. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Peterson  was  away  from  his  old 
stand  at  “RA”  for  three  days  upon  business. 
Bro.  Fred  Lippincott  relieves  him  mornings  with 
his  customary  smile.  Things  must  be  coming  his 
way. 

Bro.  Joe  Hanley,  our  noted  mandolin  player,  is 
about  to  spring  a surprise  on  the  public.  Keep 
your  eyes  on  him,  boys. 

Bro.  A.  Hunt  still  does  business  at  his  old  stand. 
I ”13”  he  has  some  attraction  on  Fifth  Avenue. 
That  looks  rather  serious. 

Bro.  J.  Fay  has  his  own  troubles  lining  up  the 
chaps  at  81st  Street  every  night.  Look  out  for 
the  telephone,  Bro.  Fay. 

We  predict  that  Bro.  Joe  Murphy  is  to  be  one 
of  the  wonders  of  this  country  as  a baseball 
player.  It  is  surprising  to  -re  Ills  agility  when 
on  the  field. 

Bro.  Gilleran  is  going  to  take  a long  vacation 
in  the  country  with  relatives.  Bro.  Gilleran  is 
one  of  our  staunch  men. 


Oskaloosa  Division,  No.  71. 

IN  MEMOR1  AM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  wise  and  omni- 
potent God  in  His  infinite  judgment  and  power 
to  remove  from  o\ir  midst  our  brother  and  fellow 
craftsman,  L.  P.  Ballinger,  and  while  bowing  in 
humble  submission  to  the  will  of  Almighty  God, 
who  doeth  all  things  w-dl;  be  it 
Resolved , That  :n  the  death  of  Bro.  Ballinger, 
Oskaloosa  Division,  No.  71,  is  deprived  of  a 
staunch  and  true  supporter  of  all  the  high  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  the  Order  of  Railroad  Teleg- 
raphers, and  his  wife  and  family  lose  a kind  and 
devoted  husband  and  father;  and  be  it 
Resolv.d,  That  we  extend  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family  in  this 
dark  hour  of  sorrow,  ever  mindful  of  the  fact 
that  while  lost  to  us  on  earth  he  has  gained  a 
home  in  Heaven;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  division,  a copy 
sent  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  a copy  furnished 
The  Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publication,  and 
that  our  charter  be  draped  for  a period  of  sixty 
days  as  a token  of  respect. 

L F.  Ingledu, 

G.  D.  Pen  dray, 

B.  E.  Nason, 

Committee. 


Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Third  Division — 

1 think  we  have  all  about  decided  to  stop  talk- 
ing so  much  and  get  Oown  to  business.  To  begin 
with,  we  held  a meeting  at  Carlton  on  June  12th; 
we  should  say  a well-attended  meeting;  the  num- 
ber present  reached  twenty  or  more.  Every  one 
present  appeared  to  enioy  the  meeting  and  prom- 
i cd  to  attend  the  next  one.  which  will  be  held 
at  Carlton  latter  part  of  July,  as  that  point  was 
decided  upon  as  our  regular  meeting  place.  We 
expect  even  a larger  number  next  meeting,  and 
hope  to  have  Bro.  Calhoun  with  us  again. 

Our  new  schedule  was  examined  and  several 
I oints  discussed.  All  seemed  well  satisfied.  Sev- 
eral other  matters  of  business  were  adjusted.  We 
desire  to  offer  thanks  to  our  division  superin- 
tendent and  other  officials  for  the  courtesy  shown 
us  during  recent  ronference  with  them.  We  ap- 
preciate such  treatment. 

Bro.  Carpenter  has  been  transferred  from 

Winder  agency  to  Whitmire. 

Bro.  Calhoun  transferred  Whitmire  nights  to 
Lawrcnccville  days. 

Understand  Bro.  Knight  has  accepted  Dacula 
agency.  He  must  Ik*  about  to  get  married  and 
trying  to  settle  down.  G*;od  idea. 

Bro.  Harrell  is  taking  his  vacation. 

This  is  such  sleepy  weather,  boys,  I shall  not 
attempt  to  write  any  more.  If  you  have  not 
already  done  so,  send  in  that  $4. 
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Wheeling  & Lake  Erie  Ry. 

Second  District — 

Bro.  Avers,  from  Columbia,  was  taken  off  dur- 
ing the  miners’  strike  and  went  to  “DE”  office, 
Massillon.  Had  worked  there  but  one  day  when 
his  wife  was  taken  very  sick  and  passed  away. 

Bro.  Avers  has  the  sympathy  of  all  brothers  in 
Division  55.  He  is  now  woiking  nights  at  Iron- 
viBe. 

Bros.  Eckroate  and  Fair.  I understand,  are 
playing  great  ball  this  season. 

Bro.  Brayman.  night  man  at  Bolivar,  is  working 
days  at  Zoar  in  Bro.  Stums’  absence.  Bro.  Jake 
is  laying  off  a few  day?.  . 

Bro.  Haines  is  back  slinging  lightning  at  Somer- 
dale  after  a sick  spell  of  about  four  months. 
Glad  to  see  you  back,  old  man. 

Old  man  Singer  at  New  Cumberland  caught  a 
few  games  for  Scio  College  this  year.  “SI”  is 
there  with  the  goods. 

Uncle  Eddy  Turner, Leesville,  contemplates  going 
to  St.  Louis  for  a few  weeks  to  see  the  sights. 

Rex  ford  office  is  now  working  again  with  Bros. 
Shannon  days  and  Ferguson  nights.  Bro.  Fer- 
guson is  starting  a flower  garden  around  the 
office.  I think  he  is  raising  them  for  a special 
purpose,  eh,  Cliff? 

Bro.  Persinger,  from  Adana,  has  gone  to  Pitts- 
burgh to  work,  but  do  not  know  who  he  is  work- 
ing for. 

Bro.  Kerr,  Uniondale,  is  still  . hustling.  Guess 
he  is  running  the  farm  on  the  side. 

By  the  time  this  is  in  print  we  will  be  watch- 
ing flyers  from  Pittsburgh  come  through,  as  the 
road  is  now  open  and  we  get  our  new  time  card 
July  2nd.  Think  there  will  be  a great  change  all 
around.  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  Ramsey  drove  the 
silver  spike  at  Mingo  Jet.  a few  days  ago,  which 
connected  the  W.  L.  E.  R.  R.  into  Pittsburgh.  This 
is  going  to  be  the  greatest  system  in  this  part  of 
the  country  before  long. 

Cert.  86. 

Southern  Ry. 

I have  been  waiting  a long  time  to  see  something 
in  the  journal  from  the  Southern.  I don’t  believe 
any  one  is  going  to  say  a word  for  us.  This  is  the 
accepted  time. 

Let  every  member  strive  to  bring  in  every  non 
on  the  system,  and  if  every  member  will  strive 
to  do  so,  in  less  than  six  months  we  can  have 
a minimum  of  $55  or  $60  at  least.  Why  do  you 
hold  back?  You  are  just  letting  your  children, 
wife  and  yourself  lack  for  things  that  they  would 
have  if  you  would  get  in  the  band  wagon  and 
join  the  O.  R.  T. 

Now,  boys  and  girls,  join  the  O.  R.  T.  next 
pay-day,  if  you  haven’t  the  money  ahead,  and  I 
will  venture  to  say  in  less  than  two  or  three 
months  we  will  be  strong  enough  to  send  a com- 
mittee to  Washington  to  do  some  talking.  Even 
the  railroad  officials  are  in  sympathy  with  us. 
They  gave  us  a raise  the  other  day  of  $5.  That 
looks  as  if  they  think  we  do  not  get  enough.  A 
conductor  gets  $100  to  $>25  per  month  and  works 


only  about  half  of  his  time.  We  work  31  days 
a month  and  get  only  about  $35  to  $40.  Most 
any  telegrapher  who  ever  worked  for  a rail- 
road and  has  only  common  horse  sense,  can  get 
on  a train  and  run  it  as  good  as  most  any  con- 
ductor. 

It  is  because  they  are  organized.  Where  can 
you  find  a conductor  that  can  come  in  your  office 
and  run  it.  Get  in  the  push  and  join  the  O.  R.  T. 
There  is  nothing  doing  unless  you  do.  We  are 
not  getting  as  much  as  a common  negro  section 
hand,  who  only  works  eight  to  ten  hours  and 
gets  Sunday  rest,  too. 

Hit  the  ball  and  get  in  the  band  wagon.  No 
card,  no  favors. 

Cert.  8427. 


Bangor  and  Aroostook  Ry. 

Another  month  has  passed  over  our  heads,  and 
finds  the  O.  R.  T.  on  this  road  with  a few  more 
gains,  although  there  still  remains  quite  a number 
who  have  not  yet  come  into  the  fold.  We  sin- 
cerely hope  to  be  able  to  call  some  of  them 
brother  before  very  long. 

Now  you  nons,  just  think  the  whole  matter  over 
seriously,  which  course  would  be  right  for  you 
to  pursue,  to  ‘declare  yourself  a man  who  will 
stand  up  for  his  »-ights  or  one  who  has  not  an 
opinion  or  mind  of  his  own. 

A good  many  of  the  brothers  seem  to  be  hanging 
back,  and  consequently,  very  silent.  I am  sure 
this  is  not  the  right  way,  especially  at  this  time, 
as  we  have  the  O.  R.  T.  working  in  comparatively 
good  shape  on  this  roaci,  ana  to  stop  and  think 
that  we  cannot  go  any  further  is  simply  absurd. 
Come  right  out,  show  your  colors  and  the  button 
with  them.  Help  all  you  can  towards  the  progress 
of  the  Order  without  neglecting  to  do  your  duty 
faithfully  by  the  company,  and  you  will  be  thought 
of  and  respected  a great  deal  more,  both  by  the 
company  and  your  fellow-men 

Now,  a few  words  as  to  the  changes  which  have 
been  made  during  the  last  month,  of  which  there 
have  been  quite  a number. 

Bro.  Fox,  at  “SG,”  our  worthy  secretary  and 
treasurer,  has  recovered  from  his  recent  illness. 
“FX,”  we  are  glad  to  near  vou  back  again,  even 
if  you  were  only  off  a day  or  two. 

Bro.  Crawford,  who  relieved  Bro.  box,  has 
gone  to  Weeksboro  to  relieve  Bro.  Taply,  who 
has  taken  a vacation. 

Mr.  McKay,  days  at  Houlton,  has  been  enjoying 
a week’s  vacation.  Hope,  “K,”  that  you  have  a 
good  time,  and  also  soon  to  see  you  the  possessor 
of  an  up-to-date  card.  You  know  there  is  no 
time  like  the  present. 

Mr.  McAlister,  who  relieved  Mr.  McKay,  has 
gone  to  Caribou  to  relieve  Bro.  Churchill  for  a 
while. 

Bro.  Shesong  recently  spent  Sunday  at  his 
home  in  Greenville.  “SN,”  how  did  you  find 
her? 

Bro.  Dodge  has  started  on  a vacation  to  Ins 
home  in  N.  B.  Dame  rumor  has  it  that  he  is  to 
meet  his  fate  while  there.  Well,  “B,”  you  have 
our  best  wish**>  He  is  relieved  by  Bro.  Crawford, 
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whose  place  at  WeekSboro  has  been  filled  by  Bro. 
Esty,  who  evidently  got  tired  of  the  owl  trick  at 
“MK.” 

Bro.  Cutler,  one  of  our  genial  dispatchers,  was 
over  the  road  a short  time  ago.  Hope  “CU” 
that  you  got  all  the  sidings  and  grades  down  pat. 
Dispatchers  McReady,  Marr  and  Clark  have  almost 
been  up  this  way  on  their  trip  over  the  line. 

Bro.  White  has  accepted  a position  with  the 
N.  Y.  N.  H.  & H.  Understand  he  is  working  at 
Falmouth.  How  do  they  use  you  there,  *‘W?” 

Bro.  Webber  has  been  promoted  to  position  of 
storekeeper  at  Houlton.  Good  luck,  old  boy. 

Bro.  Decker  was  at  Hartwell  one  day  recently 
relieving  the  agent,  Mr.  Hall. 

Understand  that  Bro.  Grieve,  of  the  general 
offices  spent  Memorial  Day  in  Millinockett.  Hope 
you  had  a good  time,  “G.”  Don’t  be  long  in 
calling  this  way  again. 

Bro.  Fox  has  received  a letter  from  Bro.  Hamel, 
of  Division  No.  7,  requesting  the  transfer  cards 
of  Bros.  Trefry  and  Young,  who  are  working 
for  the  C.  P.  R.  in  B.  C.  We  are  sorry  to  lose 
you,  boys,  but  we  hope  that  your  places  will  be 
filled  before  long,  and  especially  by  those  who  are 
working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  division. 

Was  glad  today  to  meet  Bro.  Bates,  our  chief 
dispatcher,  who  is  on  his  annual  trip  over  the 
road.  Don’t  be  long  in  calling  again,  “Q.”  We 
are  always  ready  to  give  you  the  glad  hand. 

Think  I have  written  about  enough,  so  will  cut 
out,  hoping  that  this  will  steer  clear  of  Bro. 
Quick’s  waste-basket,  and  requesting  the  brothers 
to  keep  me  supplied  with  notes. 

Cert.  90. 


Frisco  System. 

Western  Dixision — 

Bro.  Chas.  Parr,  Pierce  City,  is  kept  very  busy 
with  the  strawberry  crop.  Bro.  Smith,  nights,  has 
privilege  of  noting  how  busv  Bro.  Parr  can  get. 

I’m  going  to  call  Mr.  M.  V.  Nolan  brother  this 
month.  Wentworth  has  a good  union  man  for 
agent.  Glad  to  welcome  you,  Bro.  Nolan. 

Sarcoxie  finds  Bro.  Cox  busy  with  the  berries. 
This  is  the  greatest  strawberry  country  in  the 
Southwest.  During  the  rush  the  company  has  em- 
ployed Bro.  W.  F.  Coughlin,  recently  from  the 
Colorado  & Southern,  who  is  doing  the  wire  work. 
Hope  you  may  stay  with  us,  Bro.  Coughlin.  The 
Frisco  is  a mighty  good  road  and  has  good  manage- 
ment. 

Bro.  Bond.  Reeds,  is  busy  with  berries  also.  A 
big,  brand  new  house  is  under  construction,  which 
is  going  to  be  all  Bro.  Bond's. 

There  are  quite  a few  of  us  who  are  glad  to 
note  that  our  ex- Bro.  F.  T.  Coffin,  who  has  been 
with  Frisco  for  quite  a number  of  years  and  did 
his  last  telegraphing  at  Cherrydale,  days,  is  now 
cashier  at  Joplin. 

Bro.  B.  W.  Vaughn,  from  Dixon,  Mo.,  is  with 
Oswego,  nights,  at  present,  relieving  Bro.  Wykoff, 
who  is  still  at  Joplin  nights. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Sigler  has  been  appointed  agent, 
Piedmont.  Glad  to  see  you  light,  J.  W. 


I note  a great  many  have  already  paid  their 
dues  and  assessments  for  the  new  term  beginning 
June  30th.  This  denotes  quite  a great  deal  of 
appreciation  from  the  boys,  denotes  interest  man- 
ifested through  organization.  We  are  solid,  almost 
solid  to  a man.  Bro.  Nolan,  Wentworth,  was 
the  only  application  received  during  the  month. 
We  were  almost  assured  of  J.  W.  Ralston  getting 
in  from  Augusta,  but  up  to  this  writing  nothing 
has  shown  up  from  him,  but  our  hopes  exist  that 
he  will  remember  us  pay-day  and  get  in  where  he 
belongs. 

There  will  probably  be  quite  a number  of  us 
visit  the  World’s  Fair  in  the  next  two  months, 
and  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  or  not  I will  be 
able  to  gather  all  the  items.  In  order  to  prevent 
any  omissions,  I would  thank  you  all  to  just  drop 
me  a card  telling  me  date  you  leave,  your  destina- 
tion, relief,  etc.  If  any  of  you  find  time  call 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Teleg- 
raphers. Satisfy  yourself  that  the  organization 
is  an  association  to  be  well  proud  of.  Would 
suggest  that  all  take  the  Fair  in.  It  might  possibly 
be  the  last  Fair  a great  many  of  us  will  see.  One 
so  near  our  homes,  on  such  a grand  scale,  will 
never  be  witnessed  again,  *0  go;  don’t  chance 
another  one.  Div.  Co*. 


Kansas  Dixdsion — 

Bro.  O.  T.  Proctor  is  now  stationed  at  Fredonia, 
nights. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Woodfill,  of  Carthage,  believing 
that  his  single  blessedness  was  entirely  too  lone- 
some, took  unto  himself  a wife.  Miss  Cora  Shanks, 
and  as  a result  is  presenting  a high  step  among 
his  friends.  The  entire  Frisco  System  force  at 
Carthage  were  present  at  the  wedding,  and  Bro. 
Woodfill  was  presented  with  a very  fine  rocker, 
with  the  Frisco  System  emblem  embedded  upon  the 
frame. 

The  wishes  of  all  the  O.  R.  T.  boys  are  for  a 
long  and  joyous  life.  Bro.  Woodfill  is  the  genial 
bill  clerk  at  that  place. 

Bro.  F.  R.  O'Conner,  assistant  local  chairman, 
Enid,  also  applied  for  a chair  in  the  matrimonial 
bureau,  and  was  married  on  June  16th  to  Miss 
Jenkins  of  that  place.  Bro.  O’Conner  left  a few 
days  afterwards  for  Omaha,  where  he  has  obtained 
work  with  the  Union  Pacific,  and  after  getting 
settled  down,  will  call  for  his  wife  to  join  him. 
We  regret  to  lose  you,  “FO.”  Your  valuable  as- 
sistance in  the  O.  R.  T.  was  greatly  appreciated, 
and  trust  you  will  take  as  active  interest  in  the 
Order,  with  the  Union  Pacific  boys,  as  you  did 
with  the  Frisco. 

We  all  hope  you  will  prosper  in  your  new 
locality. 

Div.  Co*. 


Sfruthxvestern  Division — 


Just  ask  any  of  the  boys  who  attended  the  meet- 
ing in  the  Trainmen’s  Hall  at  Sapulpa  the  night 
of  June  25th,  if  it  was  a success.  Eighteen  in  all 
attended.  On  account  of  the  heavy  rains  on  the 
west  end,  Bro.  Korf,  from  Elgin,  and  Bro.  Crow, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


947 


from  Leger,  did  not  arrive  until  it  was  almost 
too  late.  They  got  interested  enough  to  go  east 
with  the  east-bound  crowd  as  far  as  Red  Fork, 
where  they  had  to  return  to  catch  their  train  home. 
It  was  reported  a crowd  from  the  south  arrived 
on  an  extra  after  we  had  left  town.  We  heard 
they  were  coming  and  watched  every  train.  Sorry 
you  were  too  late,  boys.  Try  it  next  time. 

Bro.  Kelso  talked  to  us  for  over  two  hours  on 
matters  of  much  importance,  and  of  which  the 
membership  were  anxious  to  hear.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  a meeting  the  25th  of  every  month  from 
now  on,  and  it  is  hoped  every  member  will  do  all 
in  his  power  to  attend  these  meetings,  and  help 
make  them  interesting,  instructive  and  enjoyable. 
These  meetings  are  being  held  on  every  division 
of  the  system.  Nothing  couid  do  more  to  build 
the  system  up  solid  in  the  shortest  time  and  keep 
it  that  way.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Oklahoma  City  the  night  of  Monday,  July  25th,  at 
which  meeting  Bro.  Kelso  promises  to  be  present. 
The  division  will  be  bulletined,  giving  place  of 
meeting  later.  Request  transportation  early  and 
make  arrangements  to  attend  if  possible. 

C.  C.  M. 


Rock  Island  System. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Morse,  of  Buckhn,  Kansas,  has  keen 
elected  Local  Chairman  of  the  El  Paso  Division, 
vice  Bro.  D.  A.  Kable  resigned. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Schaffer,  local  chairman  of  the  St. 
Louis  Line,  has  res:gne<  his  position  with  the 
Rock  Island.  Another  election  is  being  held  on 
that  division,  the  result  of  which  will  be  announced 
later. 

The  price  of  the  half-tone  group  of  the  C.  R.  I. 
& P.  Ry.  General  Committee  has  been  reduced  to 
25  cents  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  remainder  of 
them  as  soon  as  possible.  Those  who  have  not 
already  secured  one  should  do  so. 

Only  thirteen  months  have  elapsed  since  our 
system  division  was  organized.  During  that  time 
our  General  Committee  has  been  successful  in 
securing  schedules  on  the  C.  R.  I.  & P.,  C.  O. 
& G.,  and  C.  R.  I.  & E.  P.  Railways,  all  of  which 
are  a part  of  the  Great  Rock  Island  System. 

Our  membership  has  increased  at  such  a rate 
that  I think  we  can  truthfully  say  we  represent 
95  per  cent  of  the  telegraphers  and  station  agents 
on  the  system.  We  have  had  no  regular  organiz- 
ers in  the  field  and  the  interest  the  membership 
in  general  has  taken  in  the  work  of  further  or- 
ganizing the  different  divisions  has  brought  this 
about.  Do  not  misunderstand  me  and  think  the 
work  is  finished,  for  there  are  still  non-members 
on  nearly  every  division  who  were  benefited  by 
the  schedules.  Keep  after  them,  brothers,  and 
make  it  100  per  cent  by  1915.  I always  have  a 
good  supply  of  application  blanks  and  cards  show- 
ing the  cost  of  joining,  which  I will  gladly  furnish 
you  on  request.  If  your  neighbor  happens  to  be 
a non,  write  to  him  and  send  him  a set  of  blanks. 

A large  number  of  the  members  have  remitted 
their  dues  for  the  current  tetm,  which  also  shows 
that  we  are  interested.  Don’t  forget  to  remit  your 


assessments  in  the  Miitual  Benefit  Department  to 
Bro.  Quick. 

Several  of  the  divisions  hive  arranged  to  hold 
monthly  meetings  and  in  time  it  will  be  extended 
over  the  entire  system.  There  is  no  doubt  out 
that  these  meetings  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  members,  as  it  affords  us  an  opportunity  to 
meet  personally  and  get  better  acquainted  with 
the  brothers  we  are  working  with  every  day. 

Anoher  thing  I wish  to  speak  of,  is  the  fraternal 
write-up  in  The  Telegrapher.  It  seems  we  are 
not  able  to  get  notes  from  more  than  one  or  two 
divisions  in  the  same  issue.  1 would  suggest  that 
each  division  elect  or  appoint  * t division  correspond- 
ent and  let  this  local  correspondent  make  it  a 
point  to  send  his  notes  to  Bro.  J.  H.  Jones,  our 
System  Division  Correspondent,  at  Menlo,  Iowa, 
not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  as  the  copy 
must  be  in  Bro.  Quick's  office  on  or  before  the 
25th.  If  any  one  has  a better  plan  I would  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  them.  Don't  be  afraid  to 
make  suggestions,  for  it  seems  that  is  what  we 
have  been  waiting  for. 

Let  us  all  pull  together  and  put  our  division 
at  the  top  of  the  list.  M.  E.  Schooler, 

G.  S.  & T. 


Illinois  Division — 

Here  again;  can't  keep  still. 

What  are  we  accomplishing  by  all  our  articles 
on  the  W.  U.,  U.  S.  mail,  express  business  and 
etc.?  Our  views  are  aired  and  furnish  feed  for 
the  journal  and  the  waste  basket,  but  it  brings 
us  no  closer  to  the  coveted.  Only  suggestion  I 
can  see  is  for  general  officials  to  instruct  the  gen- 
eral chairman  on  all  scheduled  roads  to  take  a 
membership  vote,  by  letter  (not  by  lodge,  for  it 
might  represent  a total  of  a dozen,  judging  from 
past  attendance),  and  in  this  manner  get  the  views 
of  every  individual  member  on  their  respective 
divisions.  Our  opinions  differ  greatly  on  what 
we  should  have.  I havt  had  an  agent’s  experience 
for  12  years  and  have  haa  my  express  commissions 
vary  from  60  cents  to  as  high  as  $1  pei  month,  the 
latter  during  fish  season.  I would  recommend  as 
a starter  a minimum  of  $5  per  month  on  express 
business,  where  the  regular  commission  does  not 
exceed  it.  A minimum  of  $5  per  month  on  West- 
ern Union  business  with  a 10  per  cent  basis 
where  the  commission  exceeds  $5  per  month. 

For  a starter  think  the  above  would  apply  fairly 
well  on  U.  S.  mail. 

As  to  Sunday  work,  double  pay  for  actual  time 
worked,  giving  the  dispatcher  privilege  of  excusing 
telegrapher* for  time  he  can  be  spared  and  pay 
double  time  while  actually  on  duty.  If  an  indi- 
vidual vote  ,is  taken  on  all  systems  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  but  what  the  result  would  be 
unanimous,  at  least  get  some  figures  and  then 
start  the  general  chairmen  after  the  vote.  Let’s 
try  it  on  our  system,  others  will  recognize  a good 
thing  if  they  see  it. 

It  seems  there  should  be  some  one  with  power 
to  decide  these  questions  or  start  a movement 
towards  it,  our  coveted  $75.00  minimum  seems  as 
far  away  as  ever,  the  majority  of  writers  seem  to 
favor  it.  Is  there  not  some  way  to  do  this? 
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At  our  present  rate  we  are  doing  all  our  fighting 
on  paper  and  our  ammunition  lacks  effect,  al- 
though it  seems  to  have  the  explosive  feature. 
Let  the  General  Chairman  be  heard  from,  there 
should  be  some  feasible  plan  to  start  this  thing 
toward  action. 

The  attendance  at  our  last  regular  meeting  war 
simply  grand,  29  being  present.  That  furnishes 
us  encouragement  untold  and  I think  all  of  the  boys 
will  be  on  hand  for  the  next  meeting.  Remember, 
every  fourth  Saturday  night  in  each  month.  Passes 
are  given  willingly  and  the  company  seem  to  realize 
we  are  just  as  necessary  to  them  as  they  to  us, 
when  we  get  things  in  that  light  and  on  a business 
basis  our  success  is  assured. 

True,  we  have  one  or  two  division  officials 
who  seem  to  think  they  must  turn  down  the 
majority  of  our  overtime  and  fail  in  a few  details 
in  carrying  out  the  schedule.  I think  the  fault 
is  equally  divided  with  the  telegrapher  in  not 
having  these  things  rectified  immediately. 

Boys,  don't  forget  that  some  one  has  branched 
out  as  a professor  in  the  dispatcher’s  office  at 
Trenton,  Mo.  I learn  on  good  authority  it  is  not 
any  of  our  brother  O.  R.  T.  men,  though. 

- Our  journal  some  time  ago  mentioned  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Conwell,  chief  dispatcher  for  the  D.  R. 
I.  & N.  W.,  was  teaching  students  in  the  Daven- 
port office.  I find  upon  investigation  that  he  has 
abandoned  the  practice,  and  in  fact  kept  at  it  a 
very  short  time,  not  long  enough  to  turn  out 
a telegrapher,  not  even  a ham,  and  think  it  should 
receive  mention  in  our  official  paper. 

Do  not  forget  that  it  will  lighten  the  burden  of 
the  Division  Correspondent  if  each  one  would 
send  to  their  local  chairman  at  least  one  item  of 
interest.  This  is  not  being  done  as  it  should  be. 
I’m  a pretender  to  the  title  myself,  and  do  it  out 
of  the  fullness  of  nty  love  and  sympathy  for  Bro. 
Schooler,  and  might  add  the  very  bum  cigars  he 
gives  me. 

Brothers,  consider  some  united  plan  of  action 
at  your  next  regular  meeting  and  see  if  we  cannot 
have  some  results  on  the  W.  U.,  U.  S.  mail,  and 
express  business  before  the  next  snow  flies. 

“G.” 


it  is  hoped  that  they  will  get  things  settled  before 
Jong  so  wc  can  do  business  once  more. 

How  many  of  you  have  seen  the  circular  to  our 
conductors  regarding  carrying  railroad  men  on 
their  “cards?”  The  company  has  two  conductors 
of  this  division  discharged  and  one  more  off  for 
investigation  for  this  very  offense.  As  the  con- 
ductors are  alone  responsible  for  the  carrying  of 
our  up-to-date  members,  are  we  going  to  stand  still 
and  let  such  work  as  this  go  on  any  longer?  The 
trainmen  are  going  to  make  a kick  and  why  should 
we  not  get  in  on  this,  too?  Get  the  company 
to  do  like  all  other  roads,  give  an  up-to-date  man 
work  or  a pass  to  the  next  division,  and  then  we 
will  be  clear  of  all  boomers,  as  they  want  passes, 
not  work.  Let  each  and  every  member  write  their 
local  chairman  and  tell  him  that  this  is  one  thing 
that  we  must  have,  if  nothing  more  and  when 
they  gather  around  the  throne  in  Chicago  next 
August  and  all  the  other  Orders  there  telling  them 
this  same  thing,  they  will  begin  to  think  that  there 
is  something  in  it  and  it  will  come  easy. 

Conductors  keep  asking  what  are  we  going  to 
do  in  regard  to  this?  My  answer,  and  I think 
that  I speak  for  nearly  the  entire  division,  is 
“Stand  pat.” 

Our  division  has  lost  one  of  its  old  time  mem- 
bers, D.  W.  Albaugh,  of  Cuervo,  New  Mexico.  He 
was  taken  sick  May  22nd  and  died  Mhy  23rd.  Our 
brother  remained  with  us  and  helped  us  to  fight 
our  battles  when  others  lefc  us  to  do  the  best 
we  could. 

We  hear  that  Bro.  Lynn  has  left  us  for  another 
position  paying  more  money,  and  we  hope  for 
less  work,  for  Bro.  Joe  did  sure  hit  the  ball  while 
working  at  Dalhart.  There  is  nothing  official  as 
yet,  but  when  the  notice  comes,  who  will  we  have 
for  local  chairman,  providing  Bro.  Lynn  does 
not  want  his  old  position  any  longer? 

Think  a little  for  yourselves  and  write  your 
local  chairman  and  let  us  begin  fixing  for  busi- 
ness. The  time  will  soon  be  here. 

Hoping  that  some  good  man  will  take  this  job 
regular  and  let  me  go  to  the  rear,  I remain  yours 
for  more  money,  A.  Daminiter. 


Chicago  Meeting — 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  East  Illinois  and 
Chicago  Terminal  Divisions  was  held  at  the 
Revere  House,  Chicago,  June  1 8th.  The  old  stand- 
bys from  “GO”  were  there;  also  a number  of 
brothers  from  out  on  the  line.  Regular  Division 
Officers  were  elected  and  arrangements  made  to 
hold  these  meetings  on  the  third  Saturday  even- 
ing of  each  month.  The  lodge  room  of  the  Reverer 
House  will  be  used  until  a more  suitable  hall  can 
be  found. 


El  Paso  Division — 

Hello,  here  wc  are  again.  Have  you  ever  no- 
ticed how  eager  the  boys  are  to  get  The  Teleg- 
rapher and  hunt  up  their  home  items,  and  then 
how  alfired  hard  it  is  to  gei  someone  to  write  a 
few  lines? 

Everything  going  along  very  slow  down  here,  ac 
count  E.  P.  & N.  E.  Ry.  (shop  men)  strike,  but 


IN  MEMORTAM. 


Whereas,  It  ha3  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father, 
in  His  infinite  wisdom,  to  remove  front  our  midst 
our  beloved  brother,  D.  W.  Albaugh;  and  in 
token  of  our  respect  for  our  deceased  brother  and 
his  wife,  be  it 

Resolved , By  the  El  Paso  Division,  Rock  Island 
System,  No.  126,  Order  Railroad  Telegraphers, 
that  we  have  lost  a brother  that  will  never  be  re- 
placed; that  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
his  beloved  wife  in  this  her  said  bereavement;  and 
be  it  further 


Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  Mrs.  D.  W.  Albaugh  and  a copy  to  the 
official  journal  of  the  O.  R.  T.  for  publication. 


H.  H.  Hargis, 

Bert.  A.  Hudson. 
Clare  A.  Wilson, 
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Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie  Ry. 

The  strike  on  the  Great  Lakes  is  settled  at  last, 
and  the  excursion  season  on  in  full  bloom.  I 
understand  the  assisting  engines  are  all  to  be  put 
on  latter  part  of  June.  This  means  business.  We 
have  had  a long  sleep  and  first-class  treatment  by 
all  our  officials.  Now,  men,  let’s  wake  up  and 
do  good  business  for  the  company  while  they  most 
need  it.  Indications  are  favorable  for  big  run  of 
ore  and  heavy  passenger  traffic  balance  of  season, 
and  much  depends  on  the  telegrapher.  We  can’t 
give  good  service  on  three  or  four  hours*  sleep 
out  of  twenty-four.  You  know  the  rest.  The 
Bessemer  has  been  exceedingly  successful  in  past 
seasons.  Now,  all  togetner,  here  goes  for  another 
ringer.  Exposition  Park  opened  up  May  30th. 
J.  O.  Jones,  Agent. 

Bro.  Hall,  manager  Commercial  Office  “XO,”  in 
the  big  hotel. 

Bro.  Conley  transferred  from  Hartstown  to 
“AK,”  South  Yard,  Expo.  Park. 

Bro.  Miller  from  Meadville  Jet  to  Lynces  Jet. 

Bro.  Boone  gets  Hartstown  nights  and  Bro. 
Gehr  Meadville  Jet  nights. 

Bro.  Litwiler  has  the  sunny  side  at  “MD”  for 
the  summer. 

Numerous  new  attractions  at  the  Park,  one  in 
particular  that  your  eyes  cannot  escape,  and  that 
is  Frank  Greer  in  his  new  blue  brass-buttoned 
uniform.  He  looks  right  swell. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Kiser’s  house  at  Springboro  was 
struck  by  lightning  May  26.  They  had  just  fin- 
ished cleaning  house.  No  damage  to  speak  of, 
but  understand  they  had  the  job  to  do  over. 

Bro.  Risby  is  back  to  work  again  at  Conneaut 
Harbor  after  a hard  battle  with  rheumatism. 

A little  party  of  eight  spent  the  day  at  Con- 
neaut Harbor  latter  part  of  May  fishing  for  blue 
pike.  Simply  scandalous  the  way  we  did  snake 
them  in.  Bros.  Boone  and  Litwiler  carried  off 
the  prize,  likewise  the  fish. 

Bro.  Williams*  wife  and  child  at  Euclid  have 
had  quite  a tussle  with  the  measles. 

Bro.  Ralya  transferred  from  agency  Oneida  to 
Hooker  on  Western  Allegheny,  agency  at  Oneida 
being  discontinued  June  15th. 

Bro.  Jenney  and  wife,  from  Queen  Jet.,  were 
up  and  spent  couple  days  with  Cone  and  family, 
and  to  wind  up  we  all  dropped  down  on  Bro. 
Barnes  at  Dicksonburg  to  spend  a day.  Mrs. 
Barnes  was  equal  to  the  emergency,  however,  and 
we  eat  and  ate,  chewed  and  chawed,  until  we  were 
scarcely  able  to  get  up  from  the  table.  We  unan- 
imously agreed  that  Mrs.  Barnes  was  the  finest 
cook  that  ever  graced  a kitchen.  Aside  from  the 
results  of  gluttony  we  nad  a most  enjoyable  time 
and  witnessed  the  worst  cloudburst  and  rainstorm 
that  ever  visited  that  vicinity,  causing  delay  of 
three  hours  to  trains. 

The  telegraphers  at  Albion,  after  doing  about 
two  years’  service  at  “A"  office  down  at  Round 
House,  have  been  moved  back  to  “RA”  depot 
office.  The  boys  on  South  End  are  getting  very 
industrious.  Coming  up  from  meeting  at  Butler, 
I noticed  at  Pittsburg  Jet.  a nice  little  lawn  in 
front  of  the  office  and  the  name  “Pittsburg  Jet. 


O.  R.  T.  Division  51’*  very  neatly  worked  in, 
which  looms  up  nicely  to  a passerby  and  at  same 
time  speaks  well  for  the  force  at  that  office. 

Bro.  Reisinger  informs  me  that  the  men  at 
Meharg  arc  running  opposition  to  him  in  the  line 
of  landscape  gardening. 

The  new  passenger  train  on  South  End  between 
Butler  and  North  Bessemer  makes  the  South  End 
a more  desirable  place  to  work. 

Bro.  Bailey  transferred  Butler  transfer  to  clerk 
to  our  chief,  Mr.  Smith,  at  Greenville. 

New  man,  F.  B.  Hernon,  working  Butler  trans- 
fer nights.  Some  one  see  if  he  has  a card,  please. 

Bro.  Jennty,  at  Queen  Jet.,  has  been  supplying 
the  boys  with  rhubarb  this  spring. 

Morath  has  been  opened  days,  and  night  men 
put  on  at  Pittsburg  Jet.  and  Lyndora. 

Bro.  Payhc  has  returned  and  working  2nd  trick 
Greenville  north.  Good  man  and  knows  his  biz. 

This  gives  us  three  O.  R.  T.  men  on  dispatch- 
er’s force  in  that  office.  Come  on,  fellows,  room 
for  three  more.  # 

Bro.  C.  M.  Newell  and  Miss  Bertha  Hall,  of 
Branchton,  Pa.,  were  married  June  15th.  Bro. 
Newell  is  manager  “HI7”  office,  Greenville.  Divi- 
sion 51  wishes  the  couple  a life  of  success  and 
happiness. 

Bro.  McKay,  of  Conneaut  Lake,  is  of!  few  days 
nursing  a lame  back.  Bro.  myrnan  acting  agent 
during  his  absence. 

Thanks  are  due  Bros.  Rcisinger  and  Jenney  for 
South  End  notes  this  month.  Come  often,  fel- 
lows. 

Cone. 


L.  8.  & M.  8.  Ry. 

Western  Division — 

Well,  we  have  all  received  our  new  schedule 
and  are  very  much  pleased  with  it.  Now,  let  us 
all  try  and  show  the  company  that  we  appreciate 
it  by  doing  our  best  to  satisfy  them. 

I think  its  about  time  we  were  having  another 
meeting  at  Elkhart,  and  when  we  do  let  every 
member  be  on  hand,  as  we  will  have  some  im- 
portant business  to  transact. 

Our  old  side  pard,  Bro.  R.  S.  Thompson,  is  back 
in  dispatcher’s  office  again  after  a month  out 
west  climbing  the  Ozark  Mountains. 

Bro.  P.  F.  Walsh  has  been  working  at  “PS” 
for  a few  nights,  l ut  has  returned  to  “DI”  again. 
Bro.  Higley  returning  to  “PS”  again.  We  under- 
stand Bro.  Higley  is  about  to  take  a vacation  for 
a couple  of  weeks. 

I understand  we  will  l e able  to  cab  Mr.  Hine- 
line  brother  before  this  goes  to  press,  and  I assure 
him  he  will  find  all  the  O.  R.  T.  boys  fine  fellows. 

The  Western  Division  seems  to  be  in  good 
shape,  in  fact,  all  but  one  man  in  the  Chicago 
freight  office,  one  man  at  44th  Street,  two  men, 
days,  at  “DI,”  and  the  man  at  Stock  Yards. 
Wc  expect  to  land  some  of  these  fellows  before 
long. 

1 understand  there  is  an  agent  located  about 
the  middle  of  this  division  who  has  a student 
to  take  care  of  his  lights,  etc.  If  he  don’t  want 

Digitized  by  vjOO^IC 


950 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


to  come . in  with  the  good  people,  we  wish  he 
would  stop  adding  to  u profession  that  is  now 
already  overrun. 

We  have  quite  a number  of  O.  R.  T.  men  who 
have  been  here  for  several  months,  but  have  failed 
to  transfer  to  our  division.  Now,  I wish  they 
would  all  read  Section  29,  page  58,  last  paragraph, 
which  says  they  must  transfer  within  sixty  days. 

Now,  boys,  get  in  line,  as  we  want  you.  If  I 
remember  right,  there  were  a lot  of  the  boys  at 
the  meeting  at  Elkhart  who  were  going  to  send 
the  division  correspondent  all  kinds  of  informa- 
tion for  the  journal,  but  he  has  failed  to  receive 
any  as  yet  Get  busy,  you  clucks,  or  yours  truly 
will  have  to  cut  this  write-up  out  for  want  of 
news.  Cert.  88. 


Southern  Pacific  Ry. 

Texas  and  New  Orleans  Division — 

Fancy  could  picture  no  grander  scene. 

It  was  a fairy  sight  which  greeted  the  teleg- 
raphers of  the  T.  & N.  O.  Division,  their  wives, 
sweethearts  and  friends,  wno  assembled  at  the 
Oaks  Hotel  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  June  14th,  in  response  to  an  invitation 
to  a regular  old-time  O.  R.  T.  ball.  The  event 
was  to  signalize  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  the 
Order,  and  invitations  having  been  out  for  some 
weeks,  anticipation  for  a treat  was  rife  among 
the  telegraphers  of  this  city,  the  T.  & N.  O.  Divi- 
sion, and  the  surrounding  country. 

The  ball  room,  the  finest  in  the  State,  had  been 
tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion.  On  account 
of  the  trains  the  out-of-town  guests  were  late  in 
arriving,  but  they  came  from  the  east,  west,  north 
and  south  by  twos,  fours  and  in  crowds,  until  one 
would  wonder  how  in  the  world  so  many  got  off, 
all  intent  on  having  a good  time. 

Brock’s  Orchestra  had  arrived  in  the  meantime 
and  intrenched  themselves  behind  a breastwork 
of  potted  palms  and  flowers,  and  it  was  not  long 
in  proving  the  power  of  the  position  it  held. 

When  at  9:20  p.  m.,  the  Grand  March,  “The 
Music  of  the  Wires,”  arranged  for  this  occasion 
by  Prof.  R.  E.  Eckert  of  the  Associated  Press,  led 
by  that  veteran,  Prof.  Cheeseman,  was  begun, 
some  thought  that  a crack  Japanese  regiment  was 
storming  the  town  and  sweeping  everything  before 
it,  but  above  the  din  of  the  musketry  and  the 
sullen  roar  of  the  artillery  the  ears  of  the  initiated 
could  distinguish  therein  the  rhythm  of  a tel- 
egraphic sounder  in  quick  action,  with  its  message 
of  hope  and  happiness.  It  was  reassuring  to  the 
telegraphers  present,  so  much  so  that  one  would 
think  they  gained  a livelihood  by  whirling  the 
mystic  maze,  so  confidently  did  they  enter  into 
the  spirit  thereof. 

Following  this  there  were  seven  other  dances, 
each  of  which  proved  a winner,  and  then  from  the 
fortress  of  flowers  refreshments  were  announced 
and  the  music  ceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis,  of 
the  Oaks,  had  given  personal  attention  to  the  re- 
freshments, and  to  say  that  they  were  excellent 
and  much  enjoyed  would  be  stating  a fact  too 
tiildly. 


After  this  the  ball  was  again  set  rolling  by  a 
ssv  ift  two-step,  “The  Sunset  Limited”  representing 
tlu:  world-renowned  through  train  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Ry.  From  now  on  it  was  amusing  to 
watch  the  boys  who  turn  lightning  to  commercial 
use  and  practical,  everyday  business  purposes, 
trying  for  an  “extra”  with  some  young  lady  who 
had  proven  herself  a dancer  to  his  liking  and 
whose  “thne  card”  was  already  full.  They  showed 
themselves  as  expert  in  this  as  they  are  in  work- 
ing the  wires,  whereby  continent  is  linked  to  con- 
tinent and  distant  towns  and  cities  are  made 
close  neighbors,  when  without  these  space  an- 
nihilators  it  would  be  slow  indeed. 

The  President,  Mr.  Perham,  had  been  invited, 
but  owing  to  urgent  business  could  not  be  present, 
and  with  a number  of  others  sent  regrets  at  their 
inability  to  attend. 

Our  popular  chief  dispatcher,  Mr.  D.  Black,  was 
also  unavoidably  detained,  but  he  was  thoughtful 
enough  to  send  Mrs.  Black,  daughter,  and  their 
friend.  Miss  Kaufman,  without  whom  the  ball 
would  have  been  lacking. 

The  boys  are  indeed  grateful  for  the  kind  in- 
dulgence of  the  assistant  superintendent  and  chief 
dispatcher,  who,  by  their  goodness,  made  it  pos- 
sible for  so  many  to  attend. 

It  is  the  universal  verdict  that  it  could  not  have 
been  better,  and  much  credit  is  given  the  pro- 
moters by  the  guests  and  membership.  The  only 
murmur  of  discontent  that  I have  yet  heard  was, 
that  it  closed  too  early  and  was  too  much  of  a 
dream  to  be  real. 

With  thanks  to  the  membership  and  others  who, 
by  their  generosity  and  help  have  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  give  such  high-class  entertainment,  and 
believing  that  the  means  are  fully  justified  by  the 
success  achieved,  I am,  with  best  wishes. 

Your  Local  Chairman. 


Tucson  District — 

Verily,  this  is  the  land  of  “Manana.”  Never 
do  today  what  can  be  put  off  until  tomorrow.  One 
must  watch  himself  closely  else  he  will  fall  into 
the  ways  of  our  polite  friend,  Senor  Don  Mexi- 
cana. 

A July  sun  shining  on  an  Arizona  desert  is  not 
calculated  to  produce  energy  among  mankind.  It 
is  almost  worth  braving  the  heat  of  midday, 
which,  after  all,  is  not  so  fierce,  to  enjoy  the 
cool  evenings  that  most  surely  follow  sunset. 

Many  of  our  brothers  are  away  on  vacations. 
Some  in  California  and  Oregon,  others  East. 
Bro.  Cull,  of  Yuma,  taking  ninety  days  to  see 
St.  I^»uis  and  the  extreme  Fast,  including  New 
York. 

Bro.  Thompson  *rying  to  find  contentment  and 
health  at  Santa  Monica.  He  will  be  the  next 
local  chairman  of  Tuscon  District,  as  Bro.  David- 
son just  advises  me  of  his  election.  He  needs 
no  recommendation.  His  past  work  fox  the  Order 
has  been  the  very  best.  Aid  him  in  every  way  you 


Bro.  Jones,  of  Maricopa,  was  told  some  good 
news  the  other  day.  and  it  affected  him  so  that 
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he  laid  off  and  went  to  Los  Angeles.  *Twas 
a girl.  Have  not  been  advised  if  her  hair  is  the 
same  color  as  her  father's,  but  if  it  is,  he  will 
teach  her  telegraphy. 

Lost — Between  Tucson  and  Yuma,  a day  job. 
Last  seen  near  Picacho.  Any  information  as  to 
its  present  whereabouts  thankfully  received  by 
Jos.  Chaplin. 

Bro.  Moore,  of  Mohawk  Summit,  now  has  his 
family  with  him,  and  we  trust  they  are  improved 
in  health.  He  thinks  Mohawk  Summit  would 
make  an  excellent  turner  resort  when  the  wind 
blows,  if  it  wasn’t  so  confounded  hot,  and  it 
doesn’t  come  from  Kansas  either. 

Bros.  O’Donnell  and  Drehr,  from  “UN’*  office, 
are  off  seeking  rest  and  pleasure.  The  former 
will  spend  a few  nickels  at  St.  Louis.  If  those 
“Pikers’*  do  as  “Dinklespiel”  describes  them,  he 
will  come  home  broke. 

Bro.  Ely  is  making  the  reports  and  checking 
baggage  at  Huachuca  during  the  reg  liar  agent’s 
absence.  Says  there’s  nothmg  like  :♦  and  the 
climate  is  number  one. 

Who  is  it  on  the  Stormy  persists  in  answering 
“II,**  “UN.”  When  he  hears  some  one  calling? 

Yuma  must  be  too  hot  for  Bro.  Andrews,  or 
did  he  run  out  of  mosquito  bar?  At  any  rate, 
he’s  extra  at  Mescal,  days,  where  neither  mos- 
quitos or  heat  abound. 

The  boys  at  Bowie  are  still  unsatisfied  as  to 
hours  and  duties  there.  It  is  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  local  committee  to  endeavor  to  secure  a 
change  for  the  better  at  this  station.  As  soon 
as  Bro.  Thompson  returns  from  California  his 
attention  will  be  called  to  this. 

J.  C.  Long, 

Temporary  Local  Chairman. 


San  Joaquin  Division — 

I believe  we  have  a local  chairman  and  a local 
secretary.  If  so,  they  are  making  themselves 
quite  conspicuous  by  their  non-appearance  in  print. 
The  fraternity  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
these  worthy  brothers  occasionally  in  the  shape 
of  a few  items  concerning  the  division. 

The  membership  seems  to  hold  its  own,  but  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  division  seems  to  lag 
somewhat  for  the  want  of  a little  energy.  This 
should  not  be,  especially  on  a well  and  strongly 
organized  division  like  the  San  Joaquin.  We 
should  take  the  lead  in  the  matter  of  correspond- 
ence as  well  as  in  all  other  things,  and  show 
the  fraternity  at  large  that  we  are  hustlers  (which 
is  a fact)  and  that  we  seize  every  opportunity 
to  advance  in  the  right  direction.  This  would 
not  only  put  new  life  into  O.  R.  Tisra,  generally, 
but  would  encourage  the  young  and  weak  divisions 
to  renewed  effort  and  energy  in  perfecting  their 
organization. 

Let  the  strong  set  the  pace  and  then  watch  the 
weaker  strive  to  excel. 

If  our  local  officers  cannot  find  time  to  rep- 
resent us  in  the  journal,  why  not  appoint  a divi- 
sion correspondent  with  power  to  appoint  an  as- 
sistant on  each  dispatcher's  division,  to  give  us  a 


bright,  newsy  and  interesting  article  each  month 
Who  will  second  the  motion? 

A number  of  changes  have  taken  place  on  the 
division  since  last  writing,  and,  as  usual,  the 
button  and  an  up-to-date  card,  we  are  glad  to 
note,  is  most  generally  in  evidence. 

Bro.  Gillum  has  moved  nis  hen  farm  to  Traver, 
where  he  will  issue  a rebate  coupon  with  each 
egg  purchased  by  any  brother  or  sister  upon 
presenting  your  card. 

Bro.  Warner  is  now  3rd  trick  dispatcher  on  the 
hill  and,  notwithstanding  the  grea.  number  of 
trains  now  running  to  accommodate  the  orange 
trade,  seems  to  keep  them  all  moving. 

Bro.  Williams  will  soon  occupy  the  modern 
depot  now  building  at  Tehachapi  to  replace  the 
one  lately  destroyed  by  fire. 

Bro.  Mallachowitz  says  a 6-squab  pot-pie  is 
only  a taste.  Never  mind,  orother,  we  will  have 
two  dozen  in  the  pan  next  time  you  call. 

The  boys  at  the  famous  “Hot  Ranch  City”  are 
still  solid  and  are  determined  to  maintain  a per- 
centage of  100  for  all  time  to  come.  Wish  the 
same  could  be  said  of  all  the  stations,  especially 
the  larger  ones. 

Bro.  Brown,  of  Fernando,  is  enjoying  a two- 
months’  vacation  visiting  in  the  East  and  at  the 
Fair.  He  is  being  relieved  by  his  brother,  also 
a brother. 

Lancaster,  the  “Windy  City”  office,  is  being 
conducted  by  Bros.  Kendrick  and  Trusty,  the 
non  of  many  promises  formerly  there  going  to 
Nordhoff,  whe»-e  he  will  probably'  attempt  to 
seclude  himself  from  the  solicitations  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  O.  R.  T.,  who  have  been  quite  per- 
sistent in  their  efforts  to  reform  him  for  *some 
time  but  without  success. 

This  month’s  “record  list”  commends  very 
highly  Bro.  Hartwell,  of  Bealville,  for  his  good 
judgment  and  coolness  in  preventing  what  would 
have  been  a most  disastrous  wreck,  accompanied 
with  loss  of  life,  between  two  trains  on  the  heavy 
mountajn  grade  near  his  office.  Division  53  ex- 
tends its  sincerest  thanks  to  Bro.  Hartwell  for 
his  loyal  action  and  devotion  to  his  duties. 

All  brothers  are  again  reminded  that  the  Santa 
Fe  R.  R.  and  the  Los  Angeles  Times  are  on  the 
unfair  list,  and  should  be  so  branded. 

Bro.  Edwards,  of  “Main  Brace”  fame  is  again 
with  us  after  several  months*  absence  in  the 
city,  where  he  held  down  one  of  the  “Quad” 
wires  in  the  general  office. 

S.  S.  Seaton. 

8.  P.  L.  A.  & 8.  L.  Ry. 

Los  Angeles  District — 

The  Order  has  increased  in  membership  over  a 
thousand  new  members  every  month  this  year. 
Let  us  stop  and  ask  ourselves  how  many  of  these 
we  helped  secure  ? 

The  Order  has  secured  a great  many  schedules 
this  year,  which  has  brought  forth  great  increases 
in  salaries  as  well  as  shorter  hourj  and  better 
working  conditions  on  the  roads  affected  by  these 
schedules.  Why  cannot  this  road  be  included 
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among  the  many  other  scheduled  roads  in  the 
near  future.  It  can  if  you  will  only  do  your 
part,  so  wake  up  and  get  busy.  Dont  sit  back 
and  let  a few  do  all  the  work.  You  will  each 
and  all  share  alike  the  benefits  of  a schedule,  and 
therefore  can  offer  no  reasonable  excuse  for  sitting 
back  and  making  no  efforts  to  secure  the  few 
desirable  nons  that  still  remain  out  in  the  cold. 

You  are  all  grumbling  about  the  small  salaries 
and  long  hours,  but  very  few  of  you  are  doing 
anything  to  benefit  your  present  conditions.  We 
miss  several  old  members  on  account  of  their 
resigning  to  better  their  conditions  elsewhere, 
and  where  their  places  were  tilled  by  nons  we  have 
met  with  very  good  success  in  securirg  their  ap- 
plications. If  you  will  all  get  after  the  nons  we 
will  have  more  respect  from  the  other  railroad 
organizations  as  well  as  the  officials.  If  any  of 
you  will  note  the  ease  the  engineers  and  con- 
ductors have  in  securing  transportation  from  one 
place  to  another  over  the  various  roads,  you  will 
readily  see  the  benefit  of  thorough  organization, 
for  these  men  have  secured  these  privileges  by 
giving  their  Orders  their  hearty  support  and  co- 
operation, which  has  made  them  the  foremost 
of  railroad  organizations.  Of  course  we  cannot 
gather  at  division  points  to  discuss  topics  of 
interest  like  the  various  other  employes,  so  we 
should  make  good  use  of  the  mail  and  not  be 
afraid  to  let  the  nons  know  our  views.  We 
should  make  good  use  of  our  journals  and  see 
that  they  get  in  the  hands  of  every  desirable 
non  as  soon  as  we  get  through  reading  them. 
If  any  of  you  know  of  a non  it  is  your  duty 
to  write  Bro.  Quick,  giving  him  hi3  name  and 
address  in  order  that  he  may  furnish  them  with 
desirable  literature  and  application  blanks. 

The  past  two  years  were  essentially  years  of 
action  and  in  the  coming  year  we  will  see  marvel- 
ous progress  and  benefits  secured  by  the  Order. 
For  this  end  we  appeal  to  all  railroad  telegraphers 
to  use  their  influence  in  order  that  we  may  secure 
due  compensation  for  our  services.  Hoping  you 
will  succeed  in  getting  all  non-members  into  the 
fold,  I will  say  adieu. 

Carrie. 


D.  & R.  G.  Ry. 

First  District — 

Our  district  chairman  has  asked  me  to  write 
a few  lines,  as  he  has  not  the  time  just  now. 
Bro.  Marquis  is  certainly  a busy  man  and  will 
be  until  he  gets  a day  telegrapher.  It  is  one 
of  the  anomalies  of  railroading  that,  as  business 
increases,  the  force  is  decreased.  I have  in  mind 
Palmer  Lake  and  Colo.  Springs. 

Bro.  Maddox  did  the  work  at  Palmer  Lake 
one  summer  without  a day  telegrapher  to  assist, 
but  he  had  extra  outside  help  I believe.  He 
reminded  one  of  the  Irish  Flea,  renowned  in 
fable  and  song,  lie  must  have  been  the  fellow 
wanted  by  the  man  who  advertised  for  “a  boy 
clerk,  to  be  partly  inside  and  partly  outside  of  the 
counter.” 

There  are  some  encouraging  signs  among  us 
even  though  the  State  Administration  is  so  bit- 


terly persecuting  organized  labor.  Mrs.  Murphy 
has  come  in  and  is  one  of  us.  We  are  overjoyed 
to  have  her.  She  was  the  only  woman  on  this 
district  and  we  felt  lonely  without  her.  We 
greatly  rejoice  over  the  return  of  even  one  lost 
sheep.  We  are  expecting  Mr.  Honnold,  night 
man  at  Husted,  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  give  us  a lift  soon.  Come  in  one  and  all 
and  see  if  we  don’t  treat  you  about  right. 

We  are  all  very  indignant  over  the  treatment 
of  our  brother  laborers  in  Teller  County,  but  are 
not  saying  much,  just  lying  low  and  carrying  a 
club,  which  we  expect  to  yield  with  all  the  pent-up 
force  of  an  indignation  restrained  for  a whole 
year  at  the  election  this  fall. 

I think  this  fall  would  be  a good  time  to  make 
a fight  for  the  eight-hour  law.  I would  have 
every  candidate  for  the  legislature  sign  an  agree- 
ment to  support  an  eight-hour  law.  I would  have 
some  good  friend  of  labor  like  Judge  Galligan 
of  Pueblo  make  the  draft  of  a bill  so  that  each 
candidate  would  know  just  what  he  was  promis- 
ing. There  would  be  no  chance  for  dodging  them, 
as  there  was  over  the  disagreement  between  the 
Senate  and  House  over  what  kind  of  a measure 
was  the  best. 

We  must  be  thoioughly  organized.  We  must 
know  just  what  we  want  and  hang  together.  It 
is  unwise  to  ask  too  much  or  too  many  things 
at  one  time.  Ask  for  one  thing  at  a time  and 
with  perfect  unanimity  and  we  will  get  it.  By 
getting  one  thing  at  a time  it  need  not  be  long 
before  we  have  about  all  wt  are  entitled  to. 

CeKT.  21. 


Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 

Bro.  J.  D.  King,  of  Waupaca,  visited  his  folks 
at  Rockefeller  recently. 

The  night  position  Steven’s  Point,  also  at  Nel- 
son’s, are  bulletined.  Who  will  be  the  lucky  (?) 
ones? 

Bro.  H.  D.  Hollinshcad  has  just  returned  from 
a vacation  somewhere  on  the  M.  C.  Bro.  “H” 
says  the  M.  C.  schedule  is  far  superior  to  the 
W.  C.  schedule.  I have  just  heard  it  said  that 
the  W.  C.  was  the  only  road  of  any  importance 
in  the  great  northwest  without  a schedule. 

Business  is  somewhat  slack  at  present  and  forces 
are  being  reduced.  Day  telegraphers  at  “KY”  and 
“B.\”  have  been  taken  off  and  the  work  falls 
back  on  the  agents,  without  any  increase  in  pay, 
however. 

Bro.  Geo.  Kuhaupt  has  been  promoted  to  the 
agency  at  Antioch,  111.  This  is  a well-deserved 
promotion  and  we  wish  you  success,  Bro.  “K.” 

Our  good  brother,  John  A.  Carey,  is  now  days 
in  freight  office  St.  Paul.  You  can’t  keep  John 
down,  he  is  a hustler  from  away  back. 

Bro.  Gricsmer  relieved  Bro.  Kuhaupt  as  agent 
at  Lake  Villa.  Good  for  you,  old  roan. 

Bro.  Cram  has  resigned  the  agenry  Rib  Lake, 
and  after  a trip  (for  his  health)  on  his -'bike, 
he  will  enter  a broker’9  office  ac  Iron  wood. 
Cram  is  one  of  the  boys  that  stands  for  principle, 
and  works  for  the  salvation  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  re- 
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gar  dies  3 of  “his  neck/*  which,  we  understand,  has 
been  cut  twice  account  holding  an  O.  R.  T. 
office.  But  those  discriminating  days  are  a thing 
of  the  past,  and  local  O.  R.  T.  officers  are  re- 
spected now  same  as  officers  in  the  other  railroad 
organizations.  Why  not? 

Bro.  Runte  is  now  doing  the  owl  act  at  Byrot 
and  always  has  “9’s”  ready  for  the  117  to  return 
to  “DU.’'  Bro.  Runte,  we  are  waiting  for  that 
seven  spot. 

The  boys  are  paying  up  in  fine  shape.  Notice 
of  dues  had  been  out  but  a day  when  the  cash 
commenced  to  roll  in.  In  fact  a few  of  the  boys 
remitted  before  receiving  notice.  This  is  certainly 
encouraging.  It  shows  the  proper  spirit.  * 

Bro.  C.  O.  Cox,  Albertville,  is  in  good  standing 
July,  1905.  Good  for  you,  “CO.” 

Bro.  Wittman,  agent  nyron,  expects  to  move 
on  his  farm  this  fall.  That’s  the  only  independ- 
ent life,  Martin,  and  we  wish  you  success. 

We  were  misinformed  as  to  Bro.  Butler  having 
left  the  road.  Mark  is  still  billing  lime  at  Ham- 
ilton, but  has  moved  on  the  old  homestead  and 
is  renting  the  farm. 

Bro.  Wm.  Walsh,  formerly  “EN”  office,  is 
agent  at  Camp  Lake,  ice? 

Bro.  Nate  Lockney  has  moved  from  “FN”  office 
to  Marshfield  days  account  cutting  back  force  in 
dispatcher's  office.  Day  man  Marshfield  goes  back 
on  nights  and  Neubeckcr,  a non,  we  “13,”  leaves 
the  road.  He  had  better  get  a card,  for  he  will 
find  it  different  on  any  other  road  where  “No 
card,  no  favors”  goes. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Johnson,  the  new  agent  Templeton, 
has  been  reported  to  me  as  a non.  Not  much, 
boys.  Bro.  Johnson  is  paid  up  in  full  and  don’t 
you  forget  it.  Better  wear  your  button,  L.  M. 
It’s  something  to  be  proud  of.  Let  every  member 
in  good  standing  fly  his  colors  so  that  those  who 
pass  may  read  and  see  what  we  are. 

What  is  the  matter  with  those  dispatchers  of 
ours?  As  fine  a lot  of  men  as  ev^r  put  out  a 
meet,  but  sorry  to  say  none  wear  the  emblem. 
Why  not?  What’s  good  for  the  goose  is  good 
for  the  gander. 

Bro.  Cummefort,  of  Menasha,  is  taking  in  the 
sights  in  St.  Louis.  Hope  he  will  visit  our 
General  Office  and  get  acquainted  with  our  leaders. 
They  are  Quick,  and  Perham  is  not  slow  by  any 
means.  I would  like  to  say  that  all  brothers  who 
attend  the  Fair  should  not  fail  to  visit  the  Gen- 
eral Office.  I am  sure  it  will  leave  a lasting  im- 
pression and  convince  you  more  than  ever  that 
the  O.  R.  T.  is  a great  business  institution.  Don’t 
fail  to  see  how  your  business  is  conducted  at 
headquarters.  It’s  in  tbs  Star  Building. 

H.  O.  Lkngelsen,  Cor. 


Burlington  Route. 

Southern  Division — 

Well,  here  I am  again. 

While  I have  never  been  congratulated  for 
possessing  literary  talent,  I feel  that  some  of 
us  must  keep  the  ball  rolling,  and  as  the  willing 
ones  seem  to  be,  like  an  angel’s  visit,  few  and 


far  between,  perhaps  there  will  be  no  great  ob- 
jection to  my  taking  an  occasional  opportunity 
to  express  a few  of  my  thoughts  with  the  hope 
*hat  it  may  be  the  cause  of  bringing  some  erring 
non  into  the  fold  and  possibly  help  to  awake 
and  brace  up  some  lukewarm  brother,  who,  in 
the  past  has  been  willing  to  sit  hack  with  folded 
hands  and  allow  some  other  brother  to  do  all 
the  work. 

The  nons  on  this  division  are  dropping  into 
the  ranks  almost  daily,  but  it  is  up  to  the  broth- 
ers to  hustle  and  get  the  remaining  ones  by  ask- 
ing them  for  their  application. 

Now,  see  here,  brothers,  how  can  you  expect 
to  get  the  nons  enthusiastic  over  joining  when 
you  are  dead  in  your  shell?  Come  out  of  this 
Rip  Van  Winkle  sleep  and  let  the  world  know 
;hat  you  are  a member  of  the  O.  R.  T.  You 
are  surely  over  that  scared  feeling  by  this  time. 

Let  us  wear  our  buttons  and  proclaim  our 
membership  in  our  Order  the  same  a®  the  train 
and  engine  men  do. 

It  is  probably  a little  hard  for  some  of  us  to 
appreciate  the  new  order  of  things,  but  I assure 
you  that  once  you  fully  realize  the  good  things 
secured  for  you  by  the  Order  you  will  feel  like 
a different  man. 

There  may  not  be  so  many  at  the  start,  but 
just  compare  what  you  have  received  with  what 
you  had  before  we  organized. 

I hope  this  issue  of  The  Telegrapher  will  not 
find  a single  member  on  this  division  without 

an  up-to-date  card.  If  you  have  not  remitted,  do 
so  at  once,  and  if  you  know  of  a brother  who  is 
not  up-to-date,  keep  alter  him  until  he  is. 

One  more  suggestion  and  then  I will  cut  out. 
Let  us  have  everything  we  arc  entitled  to  under 
our  schedule.  If  you  are  entitled  to  pay  for  a 
dinner  hour,  send  in  your  slip.  If  it  does  not 
appear  in  your  check  write  and  ask  about  it; 
do  the  same  with  overtime.  Do  not  be  bashful 
and  lose  it.  You  are  entitled  to  it  and  your 

superintendent  undertands  that  you  are.  If  you 
are  unable  to  get  satisfaction  refer  it  to  our 

local  chairman  for  adjustment. 

Let  us  keep  the  motto,  “No  card,  no  favors,” 
constantly  before  us. 

Marks. 


H.  E.  & W.  T.  Ry. 

Though  Bro.  Nunnery  has  left  us  he  leaves 
behind  many  friends  who  will  always  have  a re- 
membrance and  a warm  place  in  their  hearts 
for  him.  Bro.  Nunnery  was  with  us  but  a short 
time  but  was  rapidly  pushed  to  the  fore,  not  only 
in  railroad  circles  but  also  in  the  Order.  Bro. 
Nunnery  was  quickly  advanced  from  a very  obscure 
night  office  to  days  at  Lufkin,  one  of  the  largest 
terminals  on  the  il.  E.  & W.  T.,  soon  afterwards 
being  promoted  to  night  ticket  agent,  a position 
which  he  filled  to  great  credit  to  himself  and  a 
pleasure  to  the  traveling  public.  The  members 
of  Division  124  quickly  realized  what  a benefit 
Bro.  Nunnery  with  his  push  and  energy  and  loyalty 
the  Order  veould  be  to  them  and  made  him 
Digitized  by  VjiOO^IC 


954 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


local  chairman.  The  results  quickly  demonstrated 
the  act  a wise  one.  To  his  many  friends  along 
the  line  of  the  great  Illinois  Central  where  he 
was  made  and  is  familiarly  known  as  “Dick"  the 
above  will  be  a well-remembered  face.  To  the 
many  who  know  him  along  the  Sunset  Route 
(the  Sou.  Pac.)  as  the  only  and  original  “KJ" 
it  will  be  looked  upon  with  pleasure.  To  those 
who  know  him  along  the  Southern  Ry.  (in  Miss.) 
more  familiarly  known  as  the  S.  R.  Route,  and 
there  are  many  will  call  to  mind  how  valiantly 
he  fought  for  the  Order  in  1900,  and  no  doubt 
to  some  will  come  the  thought,  “I,  too,  wish  I 
had  done  the  same."  Bro.  Nunnery,  while  you 
leave  us  behind  you  take  with  you  the  best 
wishes  of  the  entire  membership  of  Division  124. 

R.  B.  Wright. 


Norfolk  & Western  Ry. 

The  Roanoke  meeting  was  well  attended,  as  was 
also  the  one  at  Crewe  last  month.  Quite  a number 
of  old-timers,  including  dispatchers,  were  present 
at  both  meetings.  It  is  a pleasing  fact  that  a 
greater  interest  than  formerly  is  being  shown 
toward  these  meetings,  as  indicated  by  increased 
attendance.  Those  living  at  a distance  show  a 
commendable  zeal  by  overcoming  obstacles  in  order 
to  be  there. 

Topics  of  various  interest  relative  to  the  Order 
were  ably  discussed  and  debated.  Bros.  Abra- 
hims,  Dungan,  Birchfield,  Gose,  V;st,  Sumter, 
Kerr,  Bickers  and  others  participating.  The  mat- 
ter of  teaching  students  was  given  consideration, 
and  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  a unit  in  condemn- 
ing the  practice.  It  was  made  clear  that  until  the 
pay  of  the  profession  shall  have  been  raised  to 
a point  more  commensurate  with  the  skill  and 
responsibility  required,  that  the  further  teaching 
of  telegraphers  must  be  restricted.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  !t  is  * downright  violation 
of  obligation  to  connive  at,  or  assist  in  the  teach- 
ing of  the  art  without  permission  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Order.  This  is  not  a policy  of  selfish- 
ness but  of  self-interest,  based  on  a simple  busi- 
ness principle,  and  made  necessary  by  existing 
conditions. 

Probably  the  most  important  matter  brought 
before  the  meeting  was  the  case  of  a former 
brother  who  resumed  express  service  at  his  station 
before  the  strike  was  settled,  and  whe  had  been 
expelled  from  the  Order  for  the  act. 

Having  asked  the  privilege  of  being  heard  before 
the  meeting,  the  privilege  was  accorded,  and  for 
over  an  hour  he  was  attentively  heard.  The  plea 
of  extraordinary  conditions  was  made  and  well 
supported.  But  the  assemtdage  evidently  concluded 
that  the  motive  was  essentially  selfish,  and  the 
fact  of  disloyalty  could  not  be  obscured. 

There  were  moments  of  keen  dramatic  interest, 
as  when,  during  the  recital,  this  once  respected 
brother  and  man  of  honor  and  influence  in  his 
community,  stood  pleading  for  protection  from  the 
consequences  of  his  acts,  which  had  branded  him 
as  an  enemy  to  his  kini  and  lost  him  the  respect 
of  his  fellow-men.  It  was  pla  n that  the  meeting 
was  moved  by  sympathy  for  the  fallen  brother, 


and  the  wish  was  freely  expressed  that  some  way 
might  appear  by  which  leniency  could  be  con- 
sistently exercised  without  detriment  to  the  organi- 
zation. No  such  way  could  be  suggested,  and  the 
decree  of  expulsion  was  not  disturbed.  There  is 
no  doubt  that,  personally,  he  had  the  forgiveness 
of  every  member  present,  but  they  did  not  deem 
it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  again  call  him  brother, 
for  the  present,  at  least.  There  is  no  denying 
the  fact  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  most 
unfortunate  thing  a man  can  do,  socially,  is  to 
betray  his  brotherhood  or  desert  it  in  the  hour 
of  need. 

Good  service  was  one  of  the  topics  of  discus- 
sion as  at  former  meetings,  and  there  were  many 
expressions  of  approval  of  the  efforts  being  made 
by  the  membership  generally  to  give  the  company 
an  improved  service.  This  matter  should  receive 
the  thoughtful  attention  of  every  telegrapher  on 
the  system. 

Cognizance  was  taken  of  the  Colorado  situation, 
as  well  as  certain  conditions  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  unan- 
imously adopted: 

Whereas,  All  wealth  is  produced  by  labor,  which 
by  right  is  deserving  of  the  same:  and 

Whereas,  The  Manufacturers*  Association  of 
America,  The  Corporation  Auxiliary  Co.,  and  sim- 
iliar  organizations  are  formed  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  depriving  labor  of  its  products;  and 

Whereas,  Such  organizations  do  resort  to  spying 
and  other  despicable  methods  to  further  their 
purposes,  having  declared,  through  their  leaders,  a 
relentless  warfare  against  all  organized  labor  and 
the  union  label;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  Division  14,  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers  of  America, 

First,  That  we  condemn  such  organizations  and 
their  methods  as  dangerous  to  the  toiling  masses; 

Second,  That  wc  recognize  the  outrages  recently 
perpetrated  in  Colorado,  whereby  3,000  union 
miners  have  been  driven  from  the  State  and  de- 
prived of  their  rights  and  liberty,  as  the  work 
of  such  organizations  acting  through  a subsidized 
military,  whose  shameful  acts  are  a disgrace  to 
civilization; 

Third,  That  we  piedge  ourselves  anew  to  the 
cause  of  organized  labor,  the  principles  of  trades- 
unionism,  and  the  support  of  the  union  label,  to 
the  end  that  the  final  triumph  of  labor  may  be 
hastened;  and 

Fourth,  That  a copy  ox  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  The  Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publication,  and 
copies  be  transmitted  to  kindred  railway  organi- 
zations in  this  territory. 

With  such  incomparable  leadership  at  St.  Louis, 
and  such  men  as  Layman  looking  after  things  in 
the  field,  together  with  some  individual  work  by 
the  membership,  the  time  should  not  be  far  distant 
when  complete  organization  will  be  an  accomplished 
fact. 

Speaking  of  the  excellence  of  an  organization 
and  its  ability  to  benefit  its  members,  there  is 
nothing  that  so  accurately  indicates  this  as  the 
promptness  with  which  its  membership  pays  its 
dues.  So  truly  is^  this  a fact  that  General  Corn- 
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mittees  are  always  governed  largely  by  it  when 
negotiating  with  a railway  management.  The  Com- 
mittee finds  it  impossible  to  feel  a confidence  in 
a membership  that  is  indifferent  in  this  respect, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  financial  difficulties  that 
always  attend  such  conditions.  This  division  has 
made  wonderful  progress  in  this  respect  in  the 
past  year,  and  a little  improvement  the  coming 
term  would  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  If  every 
member  who  has  not  remitted  for  the  term  ending 
with  the  calendar  year  will  do  so  not  later  than 
July  30th,  it  will  put  the  treasury  in  excellent 
condition,  and  inspire  our  committee  with  the  con- 
fidence necessary  to  do  business  successfully. 

Whenever  we  reach  that  point  of  intelligent 
unionism,  when  every  member  will  pay  his  dues 
promptly , and  follow  his  leaders  unquestionably 
and  with  military  exactness,  then  will  we  be  able 
to  do  things  really  worth  while. 

G.  D.  C. 


Michigan  Central  Ry. 

Canada  Division — 

The  June  number  of  The  Telegrapher  was 
a credit  to  the  organization.  The  different  de- 
partments were  interesting  not  only  to  the  teleg- 
raphers, but  also  to  members  of  other  brother- 
hoods and  to  outsiders  in  other  pursuits  of  life. 
The  various  contributions,  combining  good,  sensible 
advice,  wit,  etc.,  help  to  advance  the  interest 
taken  in  our  journal. 

And  who  is  allowed  to  contribute  to  these  var- 
ious columns?  Every  member  who  feels  that  his 
imagination  will  prompt  him  sufficiently  in  any 
respect  to  enable  him  to  write  an  interesting 
story,  is  allowed  to  do  so.  And  a great  many 
things  happen  in  reality,  that  would  be  of  value 
if  written  up  in  the  journal.  A publication  that 
treats  on  different  matters,  all  of  which  center 
around  one  main  object,  the  uplifting  of  the 
telegrapher,  would  tend  to  increase  our  popularity 
and  gain  the  sympathy  of  the  general  public.  All 
should  make  an  effort  to  keep  the  good  work 
moving. 

The  fact  that  one  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  seven  new  members  were  initiated  in 
May  should  be  convincing  enough  of  the  prosperity 
which  we  are  experiencing.  We  hope  that  the 
Michigan  • Central  is  doing  its  part  toward  produc- 
ing a favorable  increase.  The  Mutual  Benefit 
Department  has  a surplus  of  over  two  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  dollars,  which  is  a good 
advertisement  of  that  department. 

We  should  be  represented  in  each  month*s 
Telegrapher.  It  is  no  one’s  duty  in  particular 
to  write  for  us,  so  everybody  should  take  a turn 
and  try  to  advance  our  interests  and  encourage 
non-members  to  mend  their  ways.  There  are  still 
some  nons  who,  although  they  promise  faith- 
fully, still  elude  the  application  blanks,  with 
various  excuses.  An  item  appeared  in  the  “Glean- 
ings’* of  June  Telegrapher:  “Every  man  wants 
the  benefits  of  organization,  but  some  think  they 
can  escape  paying  the  price.”  And  so  they  can; 
but  we  hope  their  conscience  will  not  permit  them 
to  lean  on  their  benefactors  forever. 


The  cartoon  puzzle,  “Find  the  Wolf,”  on  page 
768  of  last  month’s  Telegrapher,  should  drive 
to  same  anybody  whose  attitude  corresponds  to 
the  man  on  the  right  Be  a man  and  let  your 
dues  be  heard  jingling  into  the  treasury,  before 
accepting  a much  greater  increase  of  salary,  like 
the  manly  fellow  the  picture  on  the  left  represents. 

In  regard  to  our  duly  to  the  officials  of  the 
company,  probably  some  of  us  are  a trifle  too 
inert  and  careless  in  our  work.  Let  us  leave 
no  stone  unturned  in  doing  our  work  well,  and 
then  when  we  ask  for  a new  schedule,  the  officials 
will  feel  that  we  are  deserving,  that  we  were 
even  better,  and  less  trouble  to  them  in  maintain- 
ing peace  and  regularity,  than  we  had  ever  been 
previous  to  the  time  when  we  had  no  schedule. 

When  we  have,  by  close  attention  to  business, 
furthered  the  interests  of  the  company  as  far  as 
possible,  we  will  gain  the  confidence  of  those  in 
authority,  and  this  will  certainly  smooth  over 
many  minor  difficulties. 

We  hope  that  all  have  paid  their  dues  for  the 
remaining  half  of  1904.  Only  a small  portion 
of  dues  go  to  the  local  treasury  under  the  system 
regulation  so  that  all  should  keep  strictly  up- 
to-date  at  all  times. 

We  will  be  looking  forward  to  some  brother 
to  represent  us  in  next  month’s  journal.  Prob- 
ably our  local  chairman  will  request  some  one 
to  do  so,  then  we  will  be  more  certain  of  it  being 
done,  because  as  we  know  everybody’s  task  is  no- 
body’s duty.  Cert.  119. 


P.  F.  W.  & C.  Ry. 

Western  Division — 

Well,  brothers,  have  you  one  of  those  new  cards? 
If  you  have  not,  better  get  one. 

Did  you  get  to  the  meeting  at  Lima?  There 
was  a large  crowd,  both  day  and  night.  You 
fellows  west  of  Ft.  Wayne  could  not  get  to  Lima, 
but  you  will  have  a chance  to  attend  one  in  your 
territory  soon,  if  I am  informed  correctly.  You 
must  not  miss  the  opportunity  of  attending  as 
there  will  be  a large  crowd. 

I suppose  there  is  great  speculating  among  some 
of  you  regarding  what  Division  36  is  doing.  Keep 
yourself  cool,  everything  is  progressing  nicely  and 
as  fast  as  can  be  expected.  It  takes  time  to  do 
great  things.  You  should  keep  up-to-date  and  be 
ready  to  support  the  candidates  you  have  elected. 
Probably  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have 
received  some  information. 

I have  noticed  some  fooling  on  the  wires.  Now, 
if  this  is  an  O.  R.  T.  man,  please  don’t  do  it. 
Let  the  students  have  that  pleasure.  Some  one  is 
going  to  get  in  trouble  over  it  Let  it  not  be 
traced  to  any  O.  R.  T.  member  and  if  they 
catch  the  students  so  much  the  better.  No  better 
way  for  us  to  get  them  out  of  the  offices. 

A sad  occurrence  was  the  death  of  our  worthy 
brother,  William  Tommey,  day  telegrapher  at 
Columbia  City.  The  friends  and  relatives  have 
the  deepest  sympathy  of  the  O.  R.  T.  members. 
We  are  sorry  that  circumstances  were  such  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  have  a committee  represent 
the  membershiS)  as  provided  by  our  Constitution. 
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We  understand  some  very  creditable  work  is 
being  done  by  some  ambitious  brothers.  That's 
right,  brothers,  keep  it  up.  We  know  who  you 
are  and  we  will  not  forget  you  when  the  time 
comes  in  Division  36  for  free  speech. 

There  has  been  some  slight  changes  in  order 
to  cut  expenses.  Don’t  let  that  scare  the  nons  out 
of  going  into  the  O.  R.  T.  Come  right  along. 
Grain  will  soon  begin  to  move,  the  campaign  will 
be  over  and  telegraphers  will  be  in  greater  demand 
than  before.  We  will  be  glad  to  take  every  good 
eligible  telegrapher  by  the  hand  and  welcome  him 
as  a member  of  our  beloved  Order. 

The  Bearded  Lady. 


L.  & N.  Ry. 

I recently  took  a trip  over  the  L.  & N.  R.  R., 
and  the  conditions  from  an  O.  R.  T.  standpoint 
are  simply  fearful. 

Ten  years  ago  the  boys  were  organized  and 
had  a good  schedule;  but  the  members  became  care- 
less about  paying  dues  and  one  by  one  dropped 
out  until  now  an  O.  R.  T.  man  is  a rarity. 

The  chief  has  sent  several  bulletins  as  follows: 
“Have  you  a student?  If  not,  get  one  at  once 
and  advise  full  name.”  The  result  has  been  that 
this  division  is  the  worst  plug  factory  in  the 
country,  the  chief  giving  plugs  who  r.re  only  able 
to  “OS”  trains  preference  over  experienced  teleg- 
raphers who  wear  a button. 

At  one  station  south  of  Louisville,  I learn  that 
the  agent  who  has  been  stationed  there  for  thirty 
years  has  in  last  six  years  turned  out  fifteen 
“Hams,”  sometimes  having  as  many  as  four  or  five 
students  at  a time.  I understand  he  now  has 
force  reduced  to  two.  While  this  station  seems 
to  have  turned  out  more  students  than  others, 
several  stations  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
output,  making  a very  respectable  (or  otherwise) 
showing  for  114  miles  of  road. 

Most  of  the  boys  would  .ike  to  organize,  but 
haven’t  the  nerve  to  go  against  the  powers  that 
be.  But  my  opinion  is  that  one  of  these  days  in 
the  near  future  the  “Ellen  N”  will  awake  to  the 
fact  that  they  will  have  another  committee  to 
arrange  schedules,  etc.,  with. 

Wake  up,  boys,  and  go  after  the  nons.  There’s 
no  reason  why  you  should  not  have  a schedule 
as  well  as  the  Illinois  Central,  your  nearest  neigh- 
bor. Cert.  131. 


Wabash  Ry. 

Middle  Division — 

Not  having  seen  anything  in  the  columns  of 
The  Telegrapher  concerning  the  “Banner  Route” 
for  some  time,  I will  try  to  contribute  a few  words 
to  let  the  brothers  on  othe.  lines  know  we  are 
still  here  waiting  developments  and  doing  what 
we  can  for  the  good  of  the  Order;  and  to  the 
brothers  on  the  Wabash  I would  say,  do  not  be 
discouraged.  Of  course,  we  expected  something 
ere  this  time,  but  our  brothers  on  the  Mo.  Pac. 
have  had  a committee  up  awaiting  a conference 
for  the  past  nine  months  and  we  should  wait 
our  turn  patiently.  It  is  tru*  some  of  our  broth- 


ers have  suffered  in  the  interests  of  the  O.  R.  T. 
to  the  extent  of  losing  tneir  positions,  but  we 
admire  them  for  fhe  stand  they  have  taken  and 
truly  hope  that  their  efforts  will  be  rewarded. 

Let  each  and  every  one  of  us  feel  that  he  is 
personally  responsible  for  what  the  outcome  will 
be.  Our  committee  and  brother  officials  need  our 
support.  Our  dues  come  this  month.  Let  us  all 
get  a new  card  and  present  a solid  front,  for 
doubtless  our  ranks  will  be  sorely  tried  within 
the  next  few  months. 

C ert.  638. 


M.,  K.  & T.  Ry. 

Waco  Division — 

Not  having  seen  anything  in  The  Telegrapher 
from  the  Katy  boys  for  some  tyne,  will  try  and 
say  few  words. 

What  do  you  think  about  having  a meeting  once 
a month,  so  we  can  get  together  and  talk  over 
things  that  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  ourselves 
and  become  acquainted  with  each  other  personally. 
There  arc  lots  of  the  boys  right  here  on  this 
division  whom  I have  been  working  with  for 
three  years,  and  honestly,  though  I am  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  it,  I have  never  met  them.  This 
is  one  reason  why  we  should  have  meetings,  and 
another  is  that  we  could  talk  over  matters  that  we 
think  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Order.  If  I hear  a second  to  this  move  will  take 
up  with  the  chairman  and  general  secretary,  and 
see  if  they  cannot  arrange  meetings  more  often. 

Cert.  561. 


St.  L.,  I.  M.  & S.  Ry. 

Arkansas  Division — 

Bros.  Bell  and  Brown  have  resigned  as  night 
and  day  telegraphers  at  Newport  and  left  for 
the  wild  and  woolly  West. 

Bro.  Hawn  was  married  *0  Miss  Johnson,  of 
Newport,  this  month,  and  after  a honeymoon  trip 
we  understand  he  anticipates  giving  up  his  posi- 
tion in  “DS”  and  returning  to  Newport,  days. 

Bro.  Hart  is  all  of  it  nights  at  “W”  now. 

Bro.  Farley  back  on  nights  at  “HB”  again, 
and  that  old  “F”  do  sound  natural. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Matteson,  night-  at  “NS,”  will  not 
be  a non  long  as  he  has  blanks  in  his  possession 
and  has  shown  a desire  to  be  one  of  us. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Ashton,  our  general  3rd  trick  dis- 
patcher, was  sick  several  days  last  month.  We 
missed  him  very  much.  Mr.  S.  J.  Dunn,  our 
chief,  did  the  act  on  3rd  during  his  absence. 

A new  man,  Mr.  Shotwell,  from  the  Frisco,  is 
working  2nd  trick  in  “DS.”  relieving  J.  A. 
Weldon,  whom  dame  rumor  says  is  to  be  the 
new  agent  at  Bald  Knob. 

Rumor  has  been  circulated  that  Bro.  “Q”  st 
“KO”  nights  is  a great  lover  of  the  light  fantastic, 
and  has  attended  several  very  enjoyable  dances 
on  river  steamers  at  “JN”  lately. 

Mr.  John  Orr  is  still  working  night*  at  "CA” 
without  a card  after  promising  that  if  he  remained 
in  the  service  30  days  he  would  pay  up.  Make 
your  word  good,  Jno. 
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Bro.  Cue,  the  happy  assistant  local  chairman  of 
the  South  End,  passed  over  this  division  Friday, 
June  17th,  returning  from  St.  Louis.  He  still 
wears  that  smile  ’.hat  won’t  rub  off  and  reports 
things  all  right  down  South. 

Bro.  Cummings,  of  Division  52,  hammed  a few 
nights  at  “JC”  and  then  relieved  Bro.  Rodgers, 
agent  at  “FD,”  during  his  vacation.  Bro.  “R”  is 
going  to  St.  Louis  to  the  Fair. 

A Mr.  Zchniser  showed  up  nights  at  “JC,”  re- 
lieving Bro.  Cummings.  He  says  he  has  a set 
of  blanks  and  will  get  right  soon  as  can  raise  the 
breeze. 

Bro.  “HN,”  Meaders  Jcft  us  for  good  the  latter 
part  of  last  month.  Says  nothing  but  a relay 
job  suits  him. 

Bro.  Diamond  is  twisting  those  “Millikins”  days 
at  “W,”  sweating  and  fighting  mosquitoes. 

Bro.  “KD”  Anderson  is  again  in  “DS”  nights. 

We  are  no  knocker,  but  if  Bro.  Farley  continues 
to  insist  on  “Q”  resigning  so  he  can  get  a lady 
on  the  wire  to  jolly,  we  are  going  to  call  on 
him  some  night  and  there  will  be  something 
doing. 

"Q,”  at  “KA,”  are  you  dead  or  only  sleeping? 
Write  something. 

Still  they  come  and  still  they  go; 

Most  new  men  have  a card  to  show. 

But  make  dead  sure,  don’t  sit  and  guess, 

Let’s  be  solid  O.  R.  T.  on  the  St.  L.,  I.  M.  & S. 

Shakes  poke. 


B.  & O.  Ry. 

Cumberland  Anniversary  Meeting — 

A few  words  about  the  joint  meeting  held 
June  9th,  in  commemoration  of  the  birth  of  the 
O.  R.  T.  eighteen  years  ago.  While  as  many  of 
the  brothers  did  not  turn  out  on  this  occasion  as 
was  expected,  yet  all  was  harmonious.  In  future 
years  may  the  members  of  our  noble  Order  gather 
their  families  together  every  9th  of  June  and  en- 
joy an  outing  in  way  of  basket  picnics,  speech 
making  and  other  amusements.  In  this  way  we 
will  instill  into  our  children  the  beauties  of  organi- 
zation and  love  for  this  bright  land  of  liberty.  I 
pray  this  year  1904  may  be  the  great  starte^  of 
grander  and  larger  gatherings  in  memory  of  sacri- 
fices made  by  that  little  band  of  telegraphers  to 
lift  us  up  and  command  the  respect  and  honor  of 
all  the  world.  Many  good  things  were  said  and 
done  last  night. 

May  God  strengthen,  enlighten  and  make  better 
members  of  us  all,  and  may  unionism  be  our  motto 
and  our  support  forevermore.  We  feel  for  the 
weaker  ones  who  are  not  strengthened  enough 
through  union  channels  to  stand  firm  and  not 
weaken  on  approach  of  a battle.  It  is  cowardli- 
ness that  makes  slaves  of  us  all.  Had  our  fore- 
fathers been  weak  and  cowardly  we  would  be 
under  the  English  yoke  today,  but  thank  God,  they 
were  willing  to  stake  all,  even  their  lives,  for 
those  that  were  to  live  after  them.  It  was  their 
noble  work  that  has  made  so  many  brave  men 
in  this  glorious  land  that  today  we  find  in  the 
ranks  of  the  telegraphers,  sacrificing  home  and 


friends  that  we  might  profit  more  by  our  pro- 
fession. 

How  I wish  all  telegraphers  were  made  of  such 
union  metal  as  that  noble  pioneer,  Father  Thurston. 
Though  cripple  as  he  is,  he  accompliahed  a grand 
and  noble  thing  when  he  started  the  Order  of 
Railroad  Telegraphers,  and  now  it  is  up  to  we 
able-bodied  members  to  give  the  Order  our  loyal 
support  and  make  it  the  strongest  union  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  Will  you  do  it? 

The  club  is  in  your  hands.  Mark  well  and  use 
it  wisely.  Attend  as  many  meetings  as  you  can 
and  pay  dues  promptly.  Don’t  let  your  antagonist 
wrench  the  club  from  you  again.  Live  soberly, 
righteously  and  patriotically  for  the  sake  of  your 
union  and  loved  ones,  and  all  things  will  be  added 
thereto  for  justice  sake. 

Cert.  1017. 


Nctvark  Division — 

Miss  K.  B.  Conner,  of  “WA”  tower,  is  visiting 
the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  accompanied  by  her 
sister. 

Quite  a number  from  this  division  attended  the 
Sunday  Session  held  at  Wheeling,  May  22nd,  and 
enjoyed  it  very  much.  The  absence  of  local  chair- 
man Bell  was  felt  but  he  had  an  able  representa- 
tive in  Bro.  Hall,  who,  with  Bro.  Walsh,  ■ were 
accompanied  by  their  wives. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Gallagher,  Zanesville  Depot,  has  been 
taking  a much-needed  vacation  of  about  four 
weeks. 

Bro.  J.  W.  McConnell,  formerly  owl  at  Cam- 
bridge, is  working  day  relief  on  East  End. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Sughrue  transferred  from  “MS”  tower 
to  Cambridge,  and  Bro.  H.  O.  Bean  changed  to 
“MS”  tower. 

There  is  a student  at  Norwich  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Bailey.  Surely  some  mission- 
ary work  should  be  done  from  Sonora  East  as  far 
as  Cambridge.  The  day  men  at  Bridgeville,  Nor- 
wich and  Concord  are  nons,  even  after  the  new 
schedule  went  into  effect  and  they  received  the 
minimum  raise.  Thirty  dollars  per  year  advance 
should  pay  beneficiary  and  grand  due3  but  “there’s 
nothin’  doin.’  ” 

Bro.  L.  E.  White,  Norwich  nights,  took  a week 
off  and  visited  the  Exposition,  reporting  very  en- 
joyable time. 

Bro.  G.  C.  Roderick  has  accepted  a position 
with  the  American  Sheet  Steel  Co.  at  Cambridge. 
Success  to  you,  brother. 

Howard  Gallagher,  with  the  Scrippc  McRae  at 
Cincinnati,  called  on  his  old  friends  along  the 
line  a few  days  ago.  lie  was  formerly  a “Big 
Injun”  on  this  division  and  carried  an  up-to-date 
card  in  the  C.  T.  U. 

We  were  favored  by  a ~hort  call  from  Bro. 
Miles,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  who  visited  relatives 
along  the  line  with  his  new  wife. 

Bro.  Van  Horn,  formerly  with  the  S.  P.  Ry,  is 
working  night  relief  between  Cambridge  and  Bel- 
la ire. 

The  changes  on  this  division  are  made  so  often 
and  so  many  transfers  tnat  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a line-up.  Any  news  that  the  brothers  and 
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sisters  can  donate  the  correspondent  will  be  greatly 
appreciated.  Div.  Cob. 


New  Castle  Division — 

What  is  the  trouble  with  the  boys  on  the  New 
Castle  Division  that  we  never  see  a word  from  this 
part  of  the  Billy  O?  Are  you  busy  looking  for 
a chance  to  invest  that  $2.50  that  the  committee 
got  you  in  March?  But  maybe  everyone  is  waiting 
for  someone  else  to  start  the  ball  rolling,  so  I 
will  give  it  a start  and  hope  someone  will  -pick 
it  up  and  keep  it  going  from  now  on  to  the 
9th  inning,  when  we  will  have  the  game  cinched 
if  we  keep  pegging  all  the  time  and  altogether. 

You  can  see  what  we  have  accomplished  with 
partial  organization.  More  can  be  accomplished 
when  we  show  a solid  line.  Napoleon  once  said, 
‘‘The  Lord  is  on  the  side  of  the  heaviest  artillery/' 
It  is  the  same  with  organized  labor.  Now,  let's 
get  together  and  get  the  Lord  on  our  side. 

A noticeable  feature  since  the  schedule  went  into 
effect  is  that  we  have  two  extra  telegraphers; 
something  we  have  not  had  before  since  I have 
been  on  the  pike.  The  overtime  clause  must  be  do- 
ing something,  as  we  now  get  off  occasionally.  The 
“Boomers"  are  a thing  of  the  past  now,  for  the 
reason  that  we  have  a schedule  and  nearly  a solid 
line  of  O.  R.  T.  boys. 

To  keep  the  schedule  in  good  working  order, 
make  the  company  live  up  to  it  as  wc  have  to  live 
up  to  their  book  of  rules.  Enforce  every  provision, 
for  if  we  once  get  careless  and  let  little  matters 
such  as  one  or  two  hours  overtime  pass,  we  will 
soon  lose  all  we  have  been  so  long  getting.  If 
there  is  any  disposition  shown  to  dodge  a question 
at  issue,  refer  it  to  Bro.  Milhurn  and  he  will  take 
it  up  to  the  proper  authority  Cert.  914. 


Brothers  System  Division  33  and  O.  R.  Tism.  »f» 
General — 

I can  hardly  express  myself  in  words  for  the 
kind  and  generous  treatment  I received  from  the 
brothers  in  coming  to  my  assistance  on  account  of 
the  wreck  at  Huntington  Ave.  Tower  Belt  Line 
in  Baltimore,  on  April  7th.  i do  not  think  I would 
be  doing  myself  justice  if  I d’d  not  express  myself 
in  some  manner.  Therefore,  I wish  to  thank  each 
and  every  brother  for  his  contribution  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  this  trouble  put  me  to. 

Edgar  B.  Clark. 


C.  & O.  Ry. 

Richmond  Anniversary  Meeting — 

Richmond  Lodge  celebrated  the  eighteenth  an- 
niversary of  the  founding  of  the  Order  Thursday 
night,  June  9th,  with  a banquet  at  Murphy’s  Hotel. 
A large  crowd  was  present,  including  a number 
of  ladies  and  visiting  brothers,  among  whom  were 
Bro.  Tyler  of  Staunton  and  our  general  chairman, 
Bro.  Stratton  of  Fishersville. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  Bros.  Stratton, 
Tyler,  Duncan,  and  others,  which  were  highly 
enjoyed  by  those  assembled. 

After  a feast  of  good  things,  lasting  for  an  hour, 
the  crowd,  at  12  o’clock  midnight,  reluctantly 


turned  their  faces  homeward,  closing  one  of  the 
happiest  and  most  enjoyable  events  in  the  history 
of  Richmond  Lodge.  May  the  prosperity  of  the 
Order  continue  from  year  to  year,  and  by  the 
time  it  reaches  its  aist  birthday,  stand  forth  in 
all  its  strength  and  glory,  as  represented  by  mature 
manhood,  with  every  telegrapher  wearing  the 
wreath  and  sounder,  and  enjoying  the  prosperity 
made  possible  by  twenty-one  years  of  push  and  per- 
severance. 

Before  festivities  were  entered  into,  we  held  our 
regular  meeting,  which  was  postponed  from  4th 
Thursday  in  May,  and  transacted  some  business 
of  vital  interest  to  our  future  welfare. 

I trust  that  the  results  of  our  deliberations  will 
not  only  meet  with  the  hearty  approval  of  each 
and  every  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  but  of  the 
entire  system.  The  membership  of  the  C.  & O. 
System  have  grown  to  such  an  extent,  and  the 
business  of  handling  correspondence,  attending  to 
grievances,  etc.,  that  it  takes  a good  part  of  our 
general  chairman's  time  to  attend  to  it.  In  order 
that  our  business  be  handled  more  promptly  reso- 
lutions were  read  directing  that  our  general  chair- 
man be  paid  a regular  salary  and  necessary  ex- 
penses, and  be  relieved  of  telegraph  duty  to  devote 
his  entire  time  to  promoting  the  interest  of  the 
Order.  All  grievances  will  be  referred  directly  to 
him  and  he  will  immediately  take  steps  to  have 
them  adjusted. 

It  will  also  be  his  business  to  be  present  at  each 
of  the  monthly  meetings  held  at  different  points 
along  the  system,  and  to  get  after  the  boys  with 
a sharp  stick  when  they  do  not  attend  as  they 
should.  I don't  think  this  will  be  necessary,  for 
we  never  have  any  trouble  drawing  a crowd  when 
we  say  that  “Our  general  chairman  will  be  present 
to  address  the  boys.”  “Strat"  is  such  a pleasant 
talker  that  a horse  would  stop  eating  his  oats  to 
listen  to  him. 

He  will  also  endeavor  to  line-up  the  nons.  In 
fact,  he  will  have  so  much  to  do  that  it  will  oc- 
cupy all  of  his  time,  and  it  will  be  of  untold  benefit 
to  us.  In  order  to  meet  the  increased  expenae  it 
will  be  necessary  to  increase  our  dues  from  $4.00 
to  $5.00  semi-annually.  This  will  be  an  increase 
of  only  $2.00  a year,  and  I am  sure  none  of  the 
boys  will  kick  at  that.  In  fact,  some  wanted  to 
make  it  more,  but  we  thought  $5.00  would  cover 
all  expenses.  As  for  me,  I wish  it  had  been  $5.00 
all  along,  for  I have  always  had  a time  trying  to 
get  together  four  one-dollar  bills.  The  resolution 
was  carried  unanimously,  the  boys  all  rising  to  a 
man.  We  hope  they  will  be  adopted  by  the  other 
lodges.  This  plan  has  been  in  vogue  on  the  N. 
& W.  and  a good  many  other  roads  west  for  some 
tune,  and  has  given  entire  satisfaction. 

We  have  a few  more  nons  on  this  end  yet. 
They  seem  to  be  pretty  sensible  fellows,  and  why 
they  will  not  send  in  their  applications  is  more — 
Well,  I give  it  up,  its  more  than  I can  tell.  Boys, 
where  is  your  manhood,  why  do  you  stand  aloof 
and  let  us  fight  all  the  battles?  I know  you  are 
not  cowards.  Then  wake  up  and  get  in  the  fight. 

Bro.  L.  G.  Bentley  has  launched  out  into  the 
sea  of  matrimony.  The  boys  wish  him  the  best 
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of  luck  and  hope  that  all  the  storms  he  may  en- 
counter may  be  "little  fellows.” 

Congratulations  are  in  order  (and  cigars  to- 
whitty),  for  the  stork  visited  the  home  of  Bro. 
C.  H.  Whitcock  a few  weeks  ago  and  left  a fine 
O.  R.  T.  boy. 

I forgot  to  mention  that  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred to,  if  passed,  will  take  effect  January  ist, 
1905. 

Boys,  let  us  keep  alive  an  interest  in  the  Order 
by  attending  the  meetings.  There  are  about  120 
members  of  Richmond  Lodge  and  while  it  is  not 
possible  for  all  to  be  present  at  once,  there  is  no 
excuse  for  a member  not  coming  once  in  three 
months.  If  each  member  would  come  out  every 
three  months,  we  would  have  an  attendance  of 
40,  which  would  give  us  a good  meeting.  Nothing 
stimulates  an  interest  in  the  Order  like  attending 
meeting,  mixing  up  with  the  boys  and  learning 
what's  going  on. 

Before  closing,  I wish  to  extend  the  thanks  of 
the  members  of  Richmond  Lodge  to  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  composed  of  Bros.  C.  D.  Mc- 
Gehee,  L.  G.  Bentley,  and  R.  W.  Duncan,  to  whose 
untiring  efforts  the  success  of  the  entertainment 
was  largely  due. 

Yours  with  best  wishes.  A.  Spectato*. 


Clifton  Forge  Meeting — 

C.  & O.  System,  Division  No.  40,  held  its  reg- 
ular monthly  meeting  in  Masonic  Hall,  Clifton 
Forge,  Va.,  on  the  night  of  June  15th. 

Meeting  called  to  order  and  presided  over  by 
Chairman  Hicks.  Roll  call  showed  22  members 
present.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  more 
of  our  good  men  do  not  come  out  to  these  meet- 
ings. If  those  that  stay  away  would  come  out 
occasionally  and  get  in  toucn  with  the  work  we 
are  trying  to  do,  they  would  soon  become  inter- 
ested and  be  constant  attendants  at  these  meetings. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  grumble  or  complain  with 
any  one,  but  it  is  an  evident  fact  that  some  arc 
not  doing  their  duty.  Those  who  attend  regularly 
are  very  much  interested  in  our  welfare  and  try- 
ing in  every  honorable  way  to  upbuild  our  Order. 
Their  persistency  is  being  crowned  with  reward. 
Each  roll  call  shows  that  new  members  have  been 
received  since  last  meeting.  This  is  very  encour- 
aging, but,  brothers,  we  need  your  presence  and 
not  only  your  presence  but  the  product  of  your 
brain.  We  need  to  compare  ideas,  then  to  adopt 
what  means  we,  as  a whole,  think  best  for  the  up- 
building of  our  division  and  the  uplifting  of  our 
fellowmen.  We,  who  attend  meetings,  do  not  want 
to  monopolize  these  meetings  or  the  work  on  the 
C.  & O.  Ry.,  but  unless  you  come  out  and  assist 
us,  you  force  the  whole  issue  on  us.  We  had 
quite  an  interesting  meeting  on  the  15th.  There 
was  important  business  before  us,  some  of  which 
was  tabled  until  next  meeting.  Brothers,  this  un- 
finished business  is  of  impo  tance  to  you  and  if 
you  fail  to  attend  to  it  next  meeting  night  you 
may,  and  I am  quite  rure  you  will,  regret  it. 
If  these  questions  are  not  settled  in  accordance 
with  your  views  and  you  are  not  present,  it  is  your 
duty  to  kick,  but  be  aure  to  irick  the  guilty  party, 


the  man  who  did  not  attend  and  make  his  wishes 
known. 

Chairman  Hicks  was  very  much  elated,  so  far 
as  his  district  is  concerned,  over  the  report  show- 
ing number  of  members  liable  to  suspension  for 
non-payment  of  dues.  We  faded  to  hear  any  com- 
ments from  Bro.  Scott,  chairman  of  this  (the 
James  River)  district  on  this  subject.  It  may  be 
he  felt  too  bad  over , the  fact  that  there  were  any 
to  be  suspended  on  this  account,  to  say  anything. 

If  my  memory  serves  me  right,  we  have  just 
as  good  ground  for  rejoicing  as  the  men  on  the 
Mountain  District.  The  report  in  its  entirety  is 
far  better  than  the  one  read  twelve  months  ago. 
No  conservative  thinking  man  (if  he  stops  to  think 
at  all)  will  allow  his  name  to  be  dropped  account 
of  non-payment  of  dues  or  tor  any  other  cause. 
If  he  wilfully  neglects  this  matter  and  cannot  see 
that  it  is  greatly  to  his  advantage  to  pay  these 
dues,  in  my  judgment  it  is  a good  thing  for  the 
Order  that  he  does  drop  out 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  nons.  We  checked  this 
district  on  our  way  to  the  meeting  on  the  15th. 
There  are  only  seven  on  this  district.  Is  that  not 
encouraging?  Boys,  let  us  all  resolve  to  cut  this 
number  down.  I think  there  is  only  one  that  is 
not  wanted.  We  can  and  must  get  the  other  six. 
Use  every  effort  in  your  power.  If  we  then  fail, 
come  to  our  next  meeting  and  let  us  talk  this 
matter  over  and  prepare  to  try  again.  Each  failure 
should  make  us  the  more  determined  to  win,  and 
we  will  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  exactly 
where  each  non  stands.  We  will  then  be  prepared 
to  tackle  him  on  his  own  ground. 

R.  A.  Barbee,  Div.  Cor. 


Ashland  Meeting — 

Regular  meeting  held  in  W.  O.  W.  Hall,  Ash- 
land, June  25th.  Called  to  order  at  9 P-  m., 
Bro.  Joe  McAllister  in  the  chair.  We  had  quite 
a lively  meeting  and  many  things  were  said  and 
done  that  would  have  been  appreciated  by  the 
laggards. 

Every  union  man  should  attend  these  meetings, 
as  there  is  business  transacted  we  cannot  tell  you 
about  elsewhere.  There  are  some  members  who 
can’t  get  out  to  meetings  unless  they  have  troubles 
of  their  own  to  air.  Don’t  be  so  selfish.  Come 
out  once  in  a while  and  hear  some  other  brother’s 
troubles. 

Some  of  u9  should  go  to  meeting  from  each 
office.  If  you  don’t  want  to  go  to  meeting  work 
for  "Bill  Else”  and  let  him  go.  I am  anxious 
to  see  a regular  attendance  of  at  least  65  at  Ash- 
land Lodge. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Ramsey  is  reported  very  sick  at 

his  home,  Buena  Vista,  Ky.  We  hope  for  his 

speedy  recovery. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Glenn,  the  old  reliable,  has  resigned 
as  chairman  of  the  Cincinnati  Division,  and  Bro. 
M.  Welch,  of  Dayton,  Ky.,  has  been  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  We  congratulate  the  boys  on 

the  choice  they  have  made.  Bro.  Welch  is  a 
man  of  wide  experience  and  a thorough  union 
man,  and  the  Cincinnati  District  will  be  well 
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taken  care  of  in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the 
past. 

I am  informed  from  reliable  source  that  Sister 
Mary  Seaton,  of  Mt.  Sterling,  is  married.  Am 
unable  to  find  out  who  the  lucky  man  was,  but 
will  promise  you  the  details  in  next  issue.  We 
extend  our  best  wishes  to  sister  Seaton  and  think 
she  should  have  notified  the  correspondent  any 
way,  so  he  would  not  have  called  hts  arm  off 
trying  to  find  out  the  cetails  of  this  wedding. 

Superintendent  H.  C.  Boughton  is  taking  a 
much-needed  vacation  and  understand  rambling 
through  Arkansas.  We  hope  he  will  return  with 
perfect  health. 

The  new  chief  dispatcher,  J.  P.  Stevens,  is 
getting  acquainted  and  is  well  liked  by  the  men 
under  him. 

There  has  been  a number  of  changes  on  the 
Cincinnati  District  last  month,  among  them  Bro. 
W.  D.  Hiser  to  superintendent’s  office,  Ashland; 
Bro.  Freye,  to  Russell  Depot;  Bro.  S.  F.  Reed, 
to  Mentor. 

Bro.  W.  M.  Myers  has  also  been  successful 
in  finding  a wife.  We  are  unable  to  give  any 
details  as  Bro.  Myers  did  not  mention  cigars  to 
us.  I understand  the  lady  is  one  of  the  beautiful 
belles  of  Maysville.  We  extend  congratulations 
to  Bro.  Myers  and  wish  them  both  success  and 
happiness  through  life- 

Several  of  our  members  are  talking  of  taking 
in  the  big  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  If  you  are  going, 
go  early  and  avoid  the  rush. 

We  are  deeply  interested  in  keeping  our  division 
solid.  Would  suggest  that  members  use  their  in- 
fluence to  have  new-comers  join  Division  40. 

Our  new  schedule  is  very  satisfactory  and  out- 
side of  a few  local  grievances  our  members  are 
generally  happy.  We  hope  to  continue  adding  to 
our  schedule  until  it  is  made  perfect. 

I understand  some  of  the  few  nor.s  we  have 
are  sore  because  the  committee  did  not  give  them 
their  money’s  worth.  Nerve. 

No  card,  no  favors.  Ask  for  union-made  goods. 
Remember  the  Santa  Fe. 

Also  remember  July  23rd. 

Cert.  336. 


To  Non-Members  Ne:v  River  District — 

Sirs: — You  who  arc  old  telegraphers,  you  who 
have  worked  on  this  road  when  there  was  prac- 
tically no  organization,  and  who  still  work  here 
under  our  present  organization,  how  can  you, 
comparing  the  past  with  the  present,  refuse  your 
support  to  an  institution  which  has  wrought  this 
change  ? 

You  are  not  asked  to  contribute  to  an  untried 
experiment,  a chimera  or  a theory;  practical  re- 
sults have  been  attained;  changed  conditions  are 
in  effect;  a new  and  better  order  has  been  evolved. 

You  are  reaping  the  benefits  of  this  change. 
You  in  no  way  contributed  to  its  birth.  Can 
less  be  asked  of  you  than  that  you  bear  your 
part  of  the  expense? 

Some  of  you  worked  here  for  as  little  as  $35 
per  month.  Monkey  fashion  you  chased  semaphore 
lamps  up  and  down  a pole.  If  you  happened  to 


want  a pass  and  the  cut  of  your  coat  did  not 
suit  the  proper  authority,  you  walked,  and  rendered 
thanks  that  you  were  granted  time  enough  to 
do  it. 

Overtime  was  a thing  unheard  and  unthought  of. 
You  worked  under  no  established  system. 

Your  dinner  you  went  without. 

You  were  unfortunate  and  unfortunate  you 
would  be  today  were  it  not  for  the  effort*  of 
those  who,  striving  for  better  things,  brought  into 
being  that  organization  which  extends  its  beneficent 
influence  over  us  today. 

But  laying  aside  altogether  the  benefit  of  past 
years  as  a whole,  take  our  late  increase  alone  into 
consideration. 

One  single  month’s  increase  in  cash  will,  by 
itself,  almost  pay  your  dues  tor  one  year. 

What  did  you  do  to  get  this  increase,  these 
changed  and  bettered  conditions,  the  meal  hour 
which  you  enjoy  daily? 

Do  you  think  that  time  and  labor  and  money 
were  not  spent  that  this  result  might  be  attained? 
Arc  you  poorer  or  less  able  than  others  to  bear 
your  pait  of  this  expense?? 

Your  present  attitude  places  you  as  an  acceptor 
of  alms. 

Upon  what  grounds  do  you  base  your  claim? 

Some  have  made  the  excuse  to  me  that  they  have 
had  to  spend  money  for  other  things  and  do 
not  feel  able  to  bear  the  expense  of  joining  the 
Order. 

Where  would  the  other  things  have  been  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  mmey  the  getting  of  which 
the  Order  made  possible?  Where,  think  you,  lies 
their  first  obligation? 

So  much  for  the  past  and  present.  What  we 
have  accomplished  in  the  past  will  be  as  nothing 
compared  with  that  which  we  shall  accomplish  in 
the  future. 

Our  organization  is  young  and  growing.  It  is 
strong.  In  its  maturity  it  shall  be  powerful.  Its 
natural  advantages  shall  place  it  first  among  labor 
organizations.  Time,  labor  and  money  will  be 
required  that  this  may  be  effected.  If  you  are 
not  for  us  you  are  against  us. 

We  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  in  the  pros- 
perous and  happy  future  which  shall  be  ours. 

We  wish  to  recognize  you  as  a brother  and  a 
friend. 

Trusting  that  you  may  take  advantage  of  this 
invitation  to  join  our  ranks,  I am, 

Respectfully, 

M.  L.  Denning, 

Chairman. 


Union  Pacific  Ry. 

Kansas  Division — 

Bro.  S.  T.  Smith,  of  C.  & N.  W.  System  Divi- 
sion, is  relieving  Bro.  McKee,  night  telegrapher 
at  Wamego  during  his  World’s  Fair  visit. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Leach,  General  Chairman,  has  ac- 
cepted transfer  from  Junction  City  to  dispatcher’s 
office  Kansas  City  and  entered  his  new  position 
July  1st.  His  position  as  first  day  telegrapher  has 
been  bulletined. 
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Bro.  Tomlinson,  of  Kansas  City  Western  Union 
Office,  relieved  Bro.  Richard*,  of  Junction  City, 
during  latter  part  of  June.  Bro.  Richards  was 
called  to  his  home  in  Morgansville  on  account  of 
the  serious  illness  of  nis  mother,  whom  we  are 
glad  to  know,  is  convalescent. 

Bro.  J.  Heilman  has  resigned  his  position  with 
Union  Pacific  at  Topeka  and  accepted  service  with 
the  Rock  Island  at  Herrington.  Bro.  Heilman 
has  many  friends  who  wish  him  success. 

Bro.  A.  W.  Noble  has  accepted  the  agency  at 
Hays,  being  relieved  at  Oakley  by  Bro.  Seaverns, 
ot  Luray. 

Bro.  C.  N.  Nichols,  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  Mem- 
ber of  General  Committee  tor  Kansas  Territory, 
has  returned  to  work  after  an  absence  of  several 
weeks  during  which  time  he  assisted  in  completing 
negotiations  with  the  management,  visited  friends 
in  Missouri  and  incidentally  the  World’s  Fair. 

Bro.  Gross,  of  Wilson,  relieved  Bro.  W.  R. 
Bell  at  Kanapolis,  while  the  latter  was  rendering 
relief  service  at  Hays  pending  appo;n  ment  of  quali- 
fied applicant. 

Bro.  F.  L.  Flagg  resumed  service  in  his  position 
at  Ellis  on  June  ist  after  an  absence  of  several 
weeks  visiting  relatives  in  Illinois. 

Bro.  McConigley,  former  night  telegrapher  at 
Oakley,  has  accepted  agency  at  Luray. 

Bro.  Shank,  of  Plainville,  has  returned  to  work 
after  several  days'  absence  necessitated  by  the 
illness  of  his  wife. 

Bro.  R.  Woodard,  manager  at  Ellis,  is  away 
on  leave  of  absence. 


Colorado  Division — 

Bro.  David  Casnmore,  manager  "UD”  Denver, 
has  resumed  the  duties  of  his  position  after 
several  successive  absences  attending  General  Com- 
mittee meetings  in  Omaha,  of  which  body  he  is  a 
valued  member. 

Bro.  Cashmore  was  relieved  by  Bro.  E.  L.  Stump, 
of  Pullman. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Sheffer,  of  Pullman,  has  returned  to 
work  after  a vacation  covering  sixty  days,  during 
which  time  he  was  relieved  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Heil- 
man. 

The  entire  Colorado  Division  is  pleased  to  know 
that  our  venerable  Bro.  J.  P.  Fashbaugh  has  re- 
covered from  his  illness  of  last  winter  and  is  able 
to  resume  his  position  as  agent  at  Evans.  He 
has  been  absent  for  several  months,  during  which 
time  he  visited  in  California.  Bro.  F.  B.  Fash- 
baugh performed  relief  service  at  Evans  during 
the  absence  of  his  father. 

Bro.  C.  R.  Rice  has  been  assigned  position  of 
day  telegrapher  at  Eaton. 

Bro.  J.  S.  Elder  has  accepted  transfer  from 
Erie  to  Ault. 

Bro.  F.  W.  Avery  has  resigned  the  agency  at 
Carr  and  accepted  service  on  an  Eastern  line. 
Bro.  R.  G.  Pierce  has  been  assigned  the  position 
vacated  by  Bro.  Avery  until  all  applications  have 
been  filed. 

Bro.  C.  J.  Haight  has  resigned  the  agency  at 
Snyder  on  account  of  his  wife’s  health,  and  has 
been  relieved  by  Bro.  M.  W.  Clark,  of  Athol. 


Bro.  J.  P.  Southworth  has  been  assigned  the 
agency  at  Aroya,  relieving  Bro.  S.  C.  Brown,  pro- 
moted to  agency  at  Erie. 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  mention  is  made 
of  the  marriage  of  Bro.  V.  L.  Burns  of  Agate, 
which  took  place  in  Brighton  on  the  evening  of 
June  15th.  Mrs.  Burns  was  a very  popular  young 
lady  of  Brighton,  and  Bro.  Burns  has  many  ex- 
cellent qualities  which  endear  him  to  his  co- 
workers. 

This  young  couple  start  in  life  under  bright 
auspices  and  it  is  the  united  hope  that  their  most 
sanguine  anticipations  may  be  realized. 


Nebraska  Division — 

Bro.  P.  J.  Ritter  is  performing  relief  service  at 
Gilmore. 

The  telegraph  office  at  Omaha  shop3  was  closed 
on  June  ist. 

Bro.  O.  Johnson,  of  Council  Bluffs  transfer,  is 
visiting  friends  in  the  East 

At  North  Platte  on  the  evening  of  June  15th, 
Bro.  Thomas  V.  Austin  and  Miss  Katherine  Yost 
were  married.  The  bride  has  lived  in  North  Platte 
almost  her  entire  life  and  is  an  estimable  lady. 
Bro.  Austin  is  employed  by  the  Union  Pacific  and 
is  a member  of  the  General  Committee  from 
Nebraska  Division,  and  rendered  valuable  service 
in  conducting  negotiations  with  the  management 
but  recently  closed. 

Every  one  on  the  Nebraska  Division  knows  and 
appreciates  the  worth  of  iom  Austin;  he  has  no 
enemies.  Each  member  of  the  General  Committee 
sent  an  earnest  telegram  of  congratulations  to  the 
worthy  couple,  wishing  them  all  possible  happiness. 
May  all  the  years  that  follow  but  create  and 
cement  the  happiness  and  prosperity  they  so  richly 
merit. 

Bro.  C.  R.  Hilber,  of  Grand  Island,  is  visiting 
his  old  home  in  Illinois,  and  Bro.  Nichols,  of  the 
same  office,  is  visiting  in  Chicago. 

Bros.  Ingles  and  Bus^e  are  rendering  service  at 
Grand  Island  during  the  absence  of  Bros.  Hilber 
and  Nichols. 

Bro.  T.  A.  Clark,  formerly  employed  on  the 
Kansas  Division  and  one  of  the  old  reliable  mem- 
bers of  Division  6,  has  accepted  position  of  day 
telegrapher  at  St.  Paul. 

Bro.  M.  D.  Smith,  of  Alda,  is  rendering  efficient 
service  for  the  organization  in  that  locality,  for 
which  he  should  receive  unstinted  praise. 


Wyoming  Division — 

Bro.  Ball,  of  Laramie,  is  enjoying  a month’s 
vacation  with  relatives  and  friends  in  St.  Louis, 
and  is  l>eing  relieved  by  Bro.  H.  A.  Davis,  of 
Fort  Steele. 

Sister  Fedrick,  night  telegrapher  at  Lookout,  has 
resumed  work  after  a few  days’  absence. 

Sister  Horton  made  the  periodical  pilgrimage 
to  Laramie  the  latter  part  of  June  for  supplies. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Hansen  is  acting  agent  at  Fort  Steele 
during  the  absence  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Brown. 

Bro.  Cummings,  of  Medicine  Bow,  was  relieved 
for  a few  days  in  June  by  Bro.  Kelley,  caused  by 
the  illness  of  his  family. 
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The  telegraph  office  at  Dale  Creelc  has  been  re- 
opened. 

It  is  with  deep  and  universal  regret  that  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lottie  Brown, 
wife  of.  Bro.  J.  W.  Brown,  of  Ft.  Steele,  which 
occurred  at  her  home  in  Ft.  Steele  on  June  17th. 
Bro.  Brown  has  and  deserves  the  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy of  his  associates  in  his  bereavement. 


Jersey  City  Division,  No.  10. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  held  in  our 
new  room,  Holmes'  Hall,  Montgomery  Street, 
Saturday  18th,  and  as  usual  the  number  of  brothers 
on  hand  was  very  pleasing,  about  so  being  present 
Considerable  business  was  disposed  of  and  a 
number  of  applications  for  membership  received. 
Keep  up  the  good  attendance  brothers.  It  is  in- 
deed pleasing  to  all  who  do  attend  to  find  a large 
number  on  hand  each  month. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Gaffeny,  of  Division  85,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  passenger  department,  accepting 
a position  as  brakeman  in  the  Jersey  City  passenger 
yard,  where  Bros.  T.  R.  Cahill  and  H.  Griggs 
transferred  to  some  time  ago.  If  the  telegraph  de- 
partment paid  living  wages  those  transfers  would 
not  be  apt  to  occur. 

Bro.  Savage  paid  a visit  to  the  city  of  brotherly 
love  (Philadelphia)  last  Sunday. 

Bro.  H.  Griggs,  who  was  transferred  in  the 
passenger  yard,  some  time  ago,  has  been  placed 
in  the  regular  service  as  brakeman  to  commence 
the  25th  of  June.  Bro.  Tom  Cahill  will  soon  fol- 
low suit,  I understand. 

Bro.  Captain  Dan  Bergin  has  at  last  launched 
his  naphtha  launch  and  the  Commodore,  Larry  A., 
Kelly,  has  received  his  commission  from  the 
Passaic  Wharf  Association.  Any  brothers  wishing 
a pleasant  sail  to  all  points  along  the  Jersey 
Coast  and  Barren  Island  can  be  accommodated 
by  letting  either  the  Captain  or  Commodore  know 
a few  days  in  advance. 

Bro.  Bradeur  is  walking  around  “J,”  of  Jersey 
City  and  New  York. 

Bro.  Frank  Sarter  is  filling  in  at  23rd  Street 
account  of  Bros.  Maloney  and  Leonard  being  off. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Maher,  of  “A”  tower,  Jersey  City, 
has  purchased  a title  to  some  property  in  West 
Orange  and  may  locate  there  in  the  early  future. 

Bro.  Chief  Gaffeney’s  Long  Island  estate  is  look- 
ing very  fine  this  summer. 

The  decreasing  of  expenses,  etc.,  upon  this  end 
of  the  division  has  been  going  on  for  some  time. 
There  is  talk  of  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  men 
higher  up  soon.  What,  when? 

The  new  yard  at  Greenville  is  nearly  completed 
and  in  a short  time  a number  of  trains  will  start 
running  to  this  yard  instead  of  the  Meadows  yard, 
which  will  relieve  *he  congestion  that  this  division 
has  contended  with  for  ihe  last  few  years.  Some 
or  nearly  all  of  the  tracks  in  this  new  Greenville 
yard  are  each  one  mile  long,  which  can  give  you 
an  idea  of  the  size  of  this  yard  when  finished. 

The  brothers  should  keep  hustling  and  bring  in  a 
new  application  each  meeting.  There  are  very  few 
left,  but  of  those  we  wish  all  that  are  desirable. 

I.  K.  E. 


C.,  St.  P.  M.  & O.  Ry. 

St.  Janies  Meeting — 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  meetings  the  M.  & I. 
Division  boys  have  had  for  some  time  was  held 
at  St.  James  June  26th.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
having  with  us  Assistant  Superintendent  Kennedy, 
who  honored  us  with  his  presence  at  the  banquet 
and  meeting.  Mr.  Kennedy  gave  us  a fine  talk 
and  suggested  some  good  points,  which  will  be 
acted  upon,  and  we  think  for  the  betterment  of  all. 
An  experience  meeting  will  be  held  at  different 
times.  Different  branches  of  the  business  will  be 
brought  up  and  handled  by  some  brother  who  has 
made  some  particular  branch  a study.  This  will 
help  out  a lot  of  the  boys  in  ■ different  branches. 
We  also  had  with  us  Bro.  “Dad"  Beyer,  of  Lime 
Creek,  and  Bro.  Moore,  of  Sheldon.  Both  gave 
us  a good  talk  and  a lot  of  good  pointers.  Most 
all  of  the  other  brothers  had  a gdod  talk  ready 
and  had  a chance  to  get  in  their  spiel.  We  had 
a fine  banquet  at  the  Park  Hotel,  which  was  en- 
joyed by  all.  to  say  nothing  of  the  ball  game,  in 
which  the  East  End  team  went  down  to  a glorious 
defeat. 

THE  BALL  GAME. 

Bro.  Hodge  came  down  from  the  East  with  his 
team  of  kangaroos  and  ‘ Happy  Hooligan"  thought 
he  had  a cinch  that  time  sure.  And  so  did  Tenny 
when  he  had  heard  who  the  line-up  was.  The  game 
was  not  called  until  late  on  account  of  the  St. 
James-Fairmont  game  being  played  first. 

The  West  End  went  to  the  woods  first  and  Hooli- 
gan’s colts  run  in  three  scores  before  the  West- 
erns got  their  wind  and  stopped  them. 

When  the  West  End  came  to  bat  with  Hale  first 
up,  he  was  given  first  base  on  a base  hit,  but  it 
was  made  by  the  pitcher,  and  made  Hale  think 
he  was  a hot  pitcher  as  it  burned  a hole  in  his 
pants. 

Tenny  came  to  bat  and  knocked  one  over  the 
fence,  which  chased  Hale  to  third  base.  Andy 
Keherer  took  the  air  line  over  the  barns  and  got 
the  ball  in  by  this  time.  It  only  took  15  minutes 
but  Hale  and  Tenny  only  had  wind  enough  to  run 
one  base  at  a time.  The  score  was  tied  this  in- 
ning and  in  the  second  the  West  End  proceeded 
to  pile  up  the  score  until  it  stood  9 to  6 in  favor 
of  the  West  End.  The  third  and  last  inning  was 
a whitewash  on  both  sides,  and  game  was  called 
on  account  of  the  supper  horn  blowing  and  the 
East  End  boys  all  in. 


Notes — 

Jansen  is  the  star  min  of  the  East  End  team 
all  right.  The  way  he  caught  Hale’s  hot  liner 
made  people  think  he  was  used  to  catching  live 
wires. 

Hodge,  as  usual,  took  an  “OS"  job  out  in  center 
field,  thinking  he  would  have  .a  snap,  but  he  was 
kept  so  busy  chasing  flies  that  he  sweat  off  11 
pounds.  His  beautiful  bow  made  to  the  empty 
grandstand  when  be  came  to  bat  made  him  the 
envy  of  all  the  boys  when  they  saw  the  pretty 
smiles  he  got  from  the  St.  James  girls.  Of  oourne, 
John’s  wife  don’t  read  the  journal  and  won’t  see 
this. 
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Casey  at  the  bat  made  a big  hit  every  time. 

Dempsy  on  first  base  is  surely  a star,  and  he  has 
lived  up  there  with  Dan  Patch  so  long  that  he 
certainly  is  a fast  one. 

Head  and  White  did  the  catching  and  proved 
that  they  had  been  in  the  game  some  time  before 
in  years  gone  by. 

Ray  Slaker  played  with  the  West  End  boys,  but 
he  left  his  fly-catcher  at  home 

Bro.  Wagner,  of  Garden  City,  was  with  the  East 
End  and  was  a twister  that  Hodge  could  feel 
proud  of,  but  just  because  he  burned  a hole  in 
Hale’s  pants  with  one  of  his  twisters  he  had  to 
farm  him  out  and  put  in  Prof.  Culp,  but  he  wasn’t 
as  good  as  Wagner. 

Bro.  Pettingill,  of  Adrian,  is  enjoying  a nice 
trip  to  the  St.  Louis  Fair,  Salt  Lake  City,  Ogden, 
Yellow  Stone  Park,  etc.  Glad  of  it.  Bro.  Pet- 
tingill deserves  a good  vacation. 

Bro.  D.  O.  Tenny,  of  Mountain  Lake,  enjoyed  3 
few  days’  fishing  at  Jackson,  Minn.,  in  June.  Re- 
lieved by  R.  A.  Slaker. 

Bro.  Tonstad  relieved  Bro.  Pettingill  as  agent  at 
Adrian. 

It  is  expected  the  next  meeting  will  be  at  St. 
James  soon  after  you  get  this  copy  of  the  journal, 
and  one  of  the  principal  features  of  the  big  show 
will  be  a ball  game  between  the  East  and  West 
End  teams.  Hodge’s  colts  will  have  to  go  some 
to  beat  out  the  kangaioos  from  the  West  End. 
There  will  also  be  a rooting  match  at  the  same 
time  between  Bro.  Hodge  and  Bro.  Hyde.  Bets 
are  even  money. 

Bro.  Hakes,  of  Prairie  Jet.,  was  called  to  New 
York  last  month  by  the  death  of  a near  relative. 

Bro.  Hakes  has  the  sympathy  ot  all  the  boys. 

Bro.  H.  B.  Levering,  of  Windom,  relieved  Bro. 
Hakes  at  Prairie  Jet.  while  he  was  East. 

Suppose  you  all  received  notices  of  our  change 
in  general  secretary  and  treasurer  of  C.  & N.  W. 
Division  76.  Be  sure  you  send  your  dues  to  the 
right  address. 

Gravel  pits  cn  the  West  End  have  been  closed, 
causing  business  to  slack  up  a bit. 

Several  changes  have  taken  place  on  the  West 
End.  Bro.  Cosgrove,  of  Grogan,  goes  to  Ashton; 
Bro.  Moe,  of  Bingham  Lake,  nights,  goes  to 
Grogan;  Bro.  Winkler  goes  to  Bingham  Lake 
nights.  Bro.  Smith,  of  Ashton,  is  taking  a two- 
months’  vacation  taking  in  the  big  snow  at  St. 
Louis  and  visiting  his  old  home  in  Missouri. 

Bro.  C.  Cooper,  formerly  days  at  Bingham  Lake, 
is  now  working  in  “Z”  office,  St.  Paul. 

Since  getting  our  new  schedule  several  nons  have 
come  into  the  fold.  You  are  welcome,  brothers. 
There  ought  to  be  more  of  you. 

Bro.  Schneiderham,  of  Merriam,  has  been  enjoy- 
ing a vacation;  relieved  bv  Bro.  Seiberlich,  of 
Belle  Plaine,  who  in  turn  was  relieved  by  Bro. 
Click. 

Bro.  Jas.  H.  Gove  of  Windom,  has  been  having 
quite  a siege  of  sickness  and  is  just  back  to  work 
after  nearly  two  months  off. 

Bro.  Winkler  has  been  seat  to  Cliff  to  work 
nights;  being  relieved  at  Bingham  Lake  by  D. 
Flock. 


Bro.  Bushnell,  of  Rock  Rapids,  is  also  enjoying 
a vacation  and  taking  in  the  big  show  at  St.  Louis; 
also  will  take  an  extended  trip  through  the  South. 

Bro;  Reed,  of  Rock  Rapids,  is  doing  the  agent 
stunt,  while  Bro.  Bushnell  is  away. 

Div.  Cor. 


Eau  Claire  Meeting — 


The  fraternal  meeting  arranged  at  Eau  Claire 
for  Sunday,  May  29th,  was  called  to  order  in 
Laycock  Hall  on  South  Barstow  Street,  promptly 
at  2:30  p.  m.,  by  local  chairman,  E.  B.  Butter- 
baugh.  Assistant  local  chairman,  H.  B.  Wilson, 
was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern.,  and  Bro.  H.  L. 
Tinker  acted  as  sentinel.  Bro.  G.  R.  Clark  handled 
the  register  and  found  26  members  present,  includ- 
ing two  visitors,  Bros.  J.  A.  E.  Ray,  of  C.  G.  W. 
Division  96,  and  J.  L.  Valek,  of  G.  N.  Division  70. 

The  chairman  then  proceeded  to  business  by  read- 
ing a number  of  communications  and  letters  of 
regret  from  a number  who  found  it  impossible 
to  aifctend.  The  question  of  holding  a family 
basket  picnic  was  then  taken  up,  and  by  a unan- 
imous vote  it  was  decided  to  make  the  next  meet- 
ing a picnic  and  hold  it  at  a point  near  where 
trains  4 and  7 meet,  about  the  middle  of  July. 
The  place  and  date  to  be  determined  on  by  the 
local  board. 

There  being  no  further  business  on  the  table,  the 
chairmaii  then  introduced  Bro.  Jas.  Troy,  General 
Chairman  of  C.  & N.  W.  System,  Division  76, 
who  gave  us  a very  interesting  and  instructive 
address  lasting  45  minutes.  Bro.  Troy  told  us  what 
great  strides  the  membership  was  making  on  the 
system,  how  the  telegraphers’  condition  had  been 
bettered  in  the  past  year,  and  urged  each  and 
every  one  to  give  his  employer  the  best  service 
possible.  Bro.  W.  J.  Liddane,  assistant  general 
chairman,  was  then  called  for,  who  needed  no  in- 
troduction, although  he  found  many  new  faces  he 
had  never  greeted  before.  Bro.  Liddane  gave  some 
timely  advice  and  was  followed  by  Bros.  O’Connell 
and  Stanton,  who  have  almost  grown  gray  in  the 
service.  The  chair  called  on  every  member  present 
for  remarks  and  by  the  responses  made  the  fact 
is  sustained  that  the  Wisconsin  Division  does  not 
lack  for  enthusiasm  or  for  material  to  make  future 
orators. 

As  it  was  then  close  to  5:30 — the  time  set  for 
dinner — the  meeting  closed  and  everyone  “hiked” 
around  the  corner  to  the  Galloway  House,  where 
Bro.  Johnson  had  made  due  arrangeerants  for  satis- 
fying the  inner  man. 

There  is  no  mistake  about  it,  the  proprietor  of 
the  Galloway  House  didn’t  know  what  the  O.  R.  T. 
was  before. 

Bro.  Webster  is  considered  about  the  biggest 
that  ever  happened — telling  large  stories. 

Understand  Bros.  Knott  and  Ray  are  very  fond 
of  ice  cream  and  think  it  is  “out  of  sight.”  We 
have  the  same  think. 

Bro.  Wilson  was  accompanied  by  his  estimable 
wife,  who  graced  the  banquet  hall  and  prevented 
anyone  starting  a rough  house  Come  again,  Sister 
Wilson. 
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We  all  know  that  the  West  End  members  were 
hearty  eaters,  but  no  one  ever  supposed  that  Bro. 
Clark  would  miss  his  train  to — to  smile  on  the 
waiter  who  never  smiled  again. 

Bro.  Troy  stayed  at  the  board  until  the  last 
patch  was  made  and  said  that  in  all  his  travels 
(he’s  been  around  some)  he  never  saw  the  equal 
to  this  feed  before.  Same  over  here.  Come  again, 
brother,  and  they’ll  have  to  show  us. 

Bro.  T.  A.  Berg,  who  has  been  working  nights 
at  Fairchild,  has  been  transferred  to  Baldwin  days. 
J.  T.  Halverson,  a new  man,  relieves  him.  Under- 
stand we  have  lost  Bro.  Berry,  of  Baldwin,  for 
good. 

Bro.  T.  F.  Herst,  of  Augusta,  nights,  has  re- 
cently married  and  is  taking  trip  through  the  West, 
being:  relieved  by  A.  W.  Wendorf,  another  new 
one. 

Bro.  A.  P.  Sample,  of  Merrillan,  days,  is  back 
at  the  old  stand  after  a couple  of  weeks  vacation. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Wilson  now  holds  the  day  job  at- 
Spring  Valley,  Bro.  Briggs  having  resigned. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Shannon  took  the  owl  trick  at 
Woodville. 

Bro.  Jack  Siegle,  of  Stillwater  Jet.,  is  taking 
a vacation  up  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
being  relieved  by  Bro.  Collins. 

Bro.  Leiser,  of  Lake  Elmo,  is  the  proud  father 
of  an  O.  R.  T.  boy.  I)o  we  smoke,  Fred? 

Bro.  Kuhn  has  been  transferred  from  Cumber- 
land nights  to  New  Richmond  nights,  and  under- 
stand Mr.  F.  S.  Miller  is  out. 

Bro.  Scott  is  at  present  relieving  Bro.  Quinlan 
at  Stanton. 

Bro.  S.  R.  Vinson  has  resigned  the  agency  at 
Dc-cr  Park  to  accept  a job  with  Uncle  Sam.  Bro. 
Quinlan  takes  the  agency  at  Deer  Park. 

Bro.  Hansche,  of  Clayton,  is  taking  a few  weeks 
vacation,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Peterson. 

Mr.  Malloy,  our  chief  dispatcher  on  the  North- 
ern District,  is  taking  a vacation.  Jack  Elliott 
relieving  him  and  Mr.  Stubbs  working  the  first 
trick. 

The  office  at  Spooner  has  been  moved  to  the 
second  story  of  the  passenger  depot  and  one  man 
does  it  all  now. 

Block  signal  equipment  has  been  installed  on 
the  north  now  and  will  probably  be  put  in  oper- 
ation in  the  fall  when  business  picks  up  again. 

Div.  Cob. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  30. 

With  the  hope  that  these  notes  may  get  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  authorities  in  time  for  in- 
sertion, we  take  up  the  thread  of  “our  last.” 
The  June  journal  was  rather  late  arriving  in  these 
parts.  Suppose  it  was  on  account  of  the  pace 
out  in  the  World's  Fair  town  at  this  time. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  is  a docu- 
ment to  make  us  feel  proud  of  our  organization 
in  that  it  shows  that  we  are  strong  financially 
as  well  as  numerically.  We  would  especially  call 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  membership  to  the  Board's 
congratulations  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
affairs  of  the  grand  secretary  and  treasurer’s  office 


are  conducted.  We  have  it  from  ou;  member  of 
the  Board,  that  while  it  required  a tremendous 
lot  of  work  to  go  over  the  accounts  of  the  37,000 
members,  everything  was  m such  shape  that  no 
difficulty  was  encountered  in  turning  to  and  veri- 
fying every  account,  payments,  etc. 

Whether  the  period  of  seeming  business  de- 
pression now  rolling  over  the  country  will  have 
the  same  depressing  effect  on  our  organization, 
remains  to  be  seen.  The  June  number  reports 
1,277  recruits  during  May.  May  the  good  work 
go  on. 

The  laying  off  of  employees  still  continues, 
many  of  our  craft  being  affected  hereabouts, 
though,  on  the  whole,  it  would  seem  that  we  are 
not  being  hit  so  hard  as  many  other  departments. 
One  good  act,  showing  the  true  fraternal  spirit 
was  entered  into  as  an  agreement  by  our  boys  in 
“JR”  office,  that  in  consequence  of  several  of  our 
brethren  having  been  put  on  short  time,  no  doub- 
ling be  done  or  accepted  so  long  as  an  available 
man  could  be  had  to  fill  the  position.  This  was 
signed  by  nearly  every  one  in  the  office  and  was 
read  at  the  last  meeting  of  Division  No.  4.  It 
was  also  intimated  that  those  who  could  do  so, 
take  a week’s  time  off  now-  and  then,  thus  creating 
work  for  those  thrown  back  on  the  extra  list. 

Division  30  has  decided  to  remain  in  the  old 
location  as  the  depression  and  subsequent  laying 
off  of  the  craft  may  affect  our  treasury.  It  was 
not  deemed  wise  to  go  to  any  additional  expense 
for  quarters  at  this  time.  The  committee  on  new 
quarters  was  kindly  relieved  of  further  action. 
Now,  if  we  can  only  get  the  P.  R.  T.  Co.  to 
place  rubber  crossings  at  13th  and  Arch  Streets, 
we  never  will  complain  any  more  of  the  noise. 
Bro.  “Q,”  please  note.  (That  “Q”  does  not  mean 
our  G.  S.  & T.) 

The  reports  of  various  committees  were  received 
in  silence;  you  all  know  that  gives  consent  Bro. 
Duffy,  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  re- 
ported progress,  which  was  easy,  as  all  know  who 
have  been  in  similar  predicaments.  We  can  sym- 
pathize with  you,  brother,  it  really  is  too  warm 
for  any  needless  exertion  just  now,  so  we  eagerly 
await  cooler  weather. 

Our  scouts  are  still  bagging  game.  Some  of  the 
species  have  been  sighted  in  the  tall  timber,  which 
it  is  reported  we  had  better  watch,  as  they  might 
prove  dangerous  to  our  happiness  and  well-being. 

By  the  time  this  reaches  the  constituency,  our 
i.th  anniversary  occasion,  with  its  surprises  will 
have  passed  into  history.  We  anticipate  a large 
attendance  and  trust  results  of  much  good  to  the 
organization  may  ensue. 

Those  of  the  craft  who  visit  the  Louisiana  Pur- 
chase Exposition  now  on  in  our  headquarters  city, 
will  certainly  miss  a portion  of  the  sights  if  they 
fail  to  visit  the  offices  of  the  Grand  Division  in 
the  Star  Building.  They  have  an  unique  method 
of  conversing  with  one  another  from  any  room 
on  the  floor  by  means  of  a key  on  each  desk  and 
a large  sounder  suspended  from  the  ceiling.  All 
employes  being  telegraphers,  are  thus  in  instant 
touch  with  each  other  and  do  not  have  to  wait 
on  the  messenger  boy  or  trot  half  way  around  the 
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block  to  ask  a question,  tach  clerk  has  his  own 
sign,  as  of  yore. 

New  cards  are  out.  and  some  of  the  early  birds 
have  been  flashing  the  new  color  on  us.  We  hope 
that  no  laggards  may  be  registered  from  our 
division. 

No.  30  now  has  four  of  the  fair  sex  as  members, 
though  they  have  not  been  attending  the  sessions 
as  faithfully  as  we  would  like  to  have  them. 
Now,  girls,  surprise  us  some  of  these  times  by 
attending  in  a body  and  the  pleasure  will  be  ours, 

I assure  you.  If  you  can  bring  alon$  the  propo- 
sition of  a few  lady  friends,  all  the  better. 

Bro.  Wilsqn  Bucher,  of  No.  4,  has  been  under 
the  doctor’s  care  for  the  past  week  or  so.  We 
hope  his  illness  will  be  of  short  duration. 

Bro.  Harry  Bisbing,  of  30,  has  been  laid  up 
in  the  German  Hospital  for  some  weeks,  the 
result  of  an  accident,  the  nature  of  which  is  not 
exactly  clear  to  me  at  this  writing.  We  believe 
same  is  rather  serious,  however. 

One  of  our  members  received  a letter  lately 
from  a professor  of  our  art,  which  read  as  follows: 

Dear  Sir — If  you  care  to  take  up  telegraphy 
during  the  summer  months,  1 will  instruct  you 
for  20  cents  per  hour. 

(Signed)  Robert  E.  Pride, 

18th  and  Jackson  Sts.,  Philadelphia. 

The  stationery  used  by  this  tradesman  denotes 
that  he  has  close  connection  with  a commercial 
office,  and  of  course,  not  having  to  purchase  his 
own  paper  and  envelopes,  he  is  saved  that  much 
expense.  We  have  been  led  to  cogitate  upon  this 
letter  somewhat,  whether  or  not  the  professor 
really  thought  the  brother  addressed  could  with 
credit  to  himself  and  the  craft  profitably  take  a 
few  lessons  in  the  art,  and  that  the  letter  might 
have  been  sent  out  in  #he  spirit  of  irony.  We 
have  not,  to  date,  heard  of  the  professor  having 
to  secure  larger  quarters  to  accommodate  his  rap- 
idly growing  (?)  classes. 

An  example  which  we  would  like  to  see  more 
universally  lived  up  to  by  those  who  think  they 
have  no  more  use  for  the  Order  and  decide  to 
sever  their  connection  therewith,  was  set  by  our 
former  frater  C.  A.  Howard,  now  yardmaster  of 
the  Elevated  R.  R.,  who  asked  for  his  withdrawal 
card  as  a member  of  30.  feeling  that,  after  mature 
deliberation,  his  duty  to  the  men  and  to  himself, 
necessitated  such  a course.  It  need  hardly  he 
said  that  while  sorry  to  lose  Bro.  “H”  we  recognize 
the  propriety  of  his  course  and  granted  the  same. 

We  have  about  reached  the  limit  on  notes  for 
this  time,  so  will  cut  out  for  another  month. 

Errol. 


Illinois  Central  Ry. 

Memphis  Meeting — 

Promptly  at  8:00  p.  m.,  June  12th,  the  gavel 
of  our  worthy  chief  telegrapher,  Bro.  J.  L.  God- 
frey, sent  out  its  tones  of  authority,  and  thus 
duly  opened  one  of  the  most  successful  and  en- 
thusiastic meetings  in  the  history  of  “93”  and 
Memphis  territory. 


All  officers  present,  except  Bro.  Johnston,  sec- 
retary, who  was  called  away  to  the  sick  bed  of  his 
father.  Chief  telegrapher  appointed  Bro.  T.  S. 
Smith,  of  “32,”  as  secretary  pro  tern.  Minutes 
of  last  meeting  being  with  absent  secretary,  meet- 
ing proceeded  without  their  reading. 

Bro.  Allen  was  there,  as  usual  with  the  goods 
(his  favorite  little  hammer).  A glance  at  that 
worthy  brother  and  one  could  see  his  face 
wreathed  in  bright  smiles  of  contentment.  Cause? 
He  saw  his  regular  target  (Smith  32)  was  again 
on  hand  and  sufficiently  recovered  from  his  recent 
illness,  and  able  to  withstand  said  Allen’s  furious 
broadsides  which  he  unmercifully  delivered  at 
short  range.  Be  it  said,  however,  to  the  credit 
of  that  gentleman  (Smith)  he  went  through  the 
trying  ordeal  without  flinching,  stubbornly  con- 
testing every  inch  of  the  field,  and  finally  retired 
in  good  order  at  1 1 p.  m.  Bro.  Matthews  and 
Clemmons  were  conspicuous  figures  during  the 
time,  and  greatly  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  ten  minutes'  attendance;  a clear  case  of 
“Thunder  in  the  beginning,  and  a fizzle  in  the 
finale.’’ 

The  treat  of  the  evening  was  the  flowery 

eloquence  of  our  esteemed  Bro.  Miller,  local  chair- 
man of  La.  Division  from  McComb,  who  held  his 
hearers  in  spell-bound  attention  by  a thirty-minute 
talk,  which  for  good,  sound  reasoning,  advice  as 
well  as  oratory,  lias  been  seldom  heard  in  the 
hall.  That  it  was  appreciated  and  highly  enjoyed 
by  all  goes  without  saying.  Such  talks  never 

fail  to  bring  good  results.  Following  Bro.  Miller 

we  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  Bro.  R.  T. 

Adams,  a visitor  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  whose 
remarks  “Here  and  there’’  were  enjoyed  by  all. 
Many  familiar  faces  we  missed  from  this  meeting, 
account  being  in  attendance  at  other  meetings  on 
the  system.  The  administration  of  President  Per- 
ham  was  warmly  endorsed  and  the  meeting  unan- 
imously expressed  its  perfect  confidence  in  his 
ability  to  bring  to  a successful  termination  several 
trying  questions  now  prevailing  in  some  sections; 
and  further  pledged  all  assistance  in  our  power 
to  render. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  writer  that  no  mistake 
was  made  and  long  ere  these  lines  appear  in  print 
those  issues  discussed  will  have  passed  into  history 
and  be  numbered  with  the  many  victories  of  Per- 
ham. 

Bro.  Robertson,  the  “Swamp  fox’*  of  Louisiana, 
was  right  to  the  front  and  as  in  1902  could  not 
be  “caught  napping.’’  The  “Odds-on-favorite”  of 
"Sunny  Tennessee,”  Bro.  Panabaker,  wa9  at  the 
same  old  stand,  a tell-tale  smile  flittering  over  his 
handsome  face  told  plainer  than  words  that  he 
was  at  peace  with  the  world.  His  recent  outing 
proved  very  beneficial  one  would  think.  Bros. 
Eckleston,  from  New  Orleans,  Bros.  Ogilvie  and 
Oden,  from  “GO,”  Memphis,  Bro.  Tyler,  from 
Water  Valley,  and  Brd.  Peacher,  from  Grenada, 
all  gave  interesting  short  talks.  It  was  very  un- 
fortunate and  regretted  by  all  that  Bro.  Allen’s 
motion  to  adjourn  at  it  p.  m.  was  carried  just 
as  Bro.  Smith  was  to  present  his  scorching  resolu- 
tions, condemning  the  outrages  being  perpetrated 
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l»y  the  Citizens’  Alliance,  hacked  hy  bayonets  in 
Colorado.  Owing  to  the  sudden  adjournment,  they 
had  to  be  tabled. 

The  writer  takes  this  occasion  to  enter  an  earnest 
appeal  to  all  members  in  good  standing,  irrespective 
of  what  road  or  division,  to  be  present  at  the 
monthly  meetings  every  second  Sunday  of  each 
month,  182  Main  Street,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Coch- 
ran’s Hall.  Great  benefits  have  resulted,  still 
greater  ones  ran  be  derived  in  the  future.  All 
are  welcome,  come  and  be  with  us.  There  is 
room  right  here  in  the  Bluff  City  for  good  work. 
In  these  strenuous  days  of  combinations,  to  quote 
our  worthy  President  Perham,  “Man  is  a fool  to 
try  to  go  it  alone.” 

Div.  Cor. 


Louisville  Division — 

Monthly  division  meeting  was  held  at  the  New 
Fletcher  Hotel,  Princeton,  Ky.,  May  14,  1904,  one 
week  in  advance  of  the  scheduled  time,  account  of 
general  convenience. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  9:30  p.  m.  by  Local 
Chairman,  Bro.  C.  A.  Mulhall,  who  appointed 
Bro.  R.  R.  Bransford  secretary  pro  tern.  All 
other  officers  were  present. 

No  candidates  were  presented  for  initiation,  and 
after  the  regular  ritual  work  the  application  of 
T.  M.  Brown  was  voted  on  and  unanimously  ac- 
cepted. Bro.  V.  L.  Otto,  of  Spring  Lick,  was 
reported  as  sick,  and  a committee  was  appointed 
to  investigate  as  to  his  need  of  assistance. 

Very  interesting  subjects  were  discussed  by  the 
thirty-two  members  who  were  present,  and  much 
benefit  was  derived  from  these  discussions. 

Some  of  the  boys  seem  to  be  averse  to  “scrub- 
bing,” and  sought  suggestions  as  to  how  they 
should  proceed  to  get  this  work  done  by  the 
section  men.  It  appears  tnat  several  of  them  are 
“coughing  up”  six  bits  a week  in  order  to  have 
this  work  done. 

Other  business  of  more  or  less  importance  was 
transacted,  and  the  body  was  favored  with  a brief 
but  interesting  speech  by  General  Chairman,  Bro. 
J.  J.  Dermody.  of  Mounds. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1 130  a.  m.,  and  all  present 
expressed  themselves  as  having  received  a treat. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Central  City 
on  the  fourth  Saturday  night  in  June. 

Division  Secretary,  Bro.  T.  M.  Lynch,  has  ac- 
cepted position  in  the  freight  office  at  Evansville, 
which  is  a considerable  promotion  over  his  posi- 
tion at  Owensboro.  When  Bro.  Lynch’s  position 
at  Owensboro  was  bulletined  as  vacant,  there  were 
smiles  and  wise  looks  among  the  boys.  The  bulle- 
tin read  like  this: 

“Duties  of  the  telegrapher: 

Telegraphing. 

Selling  local  and  coupon  tickets. 

Keeping  record  of  O.  S.  & D. 

Keeping  car  records. 

Billing  freight. 

Keeping  cash  books  and  ticket  records. 

Answering  all  correspondence  except  personal. 

Salary  $45.00  per. 

Reply  within  three  days  if  wanted.” 


Owensboro  has  something  over  15,000  inhab- 
itants, and  judging  from  the  actions  of  the  boys 
in  the  past  fifteen  days,  it  would  seem  that  the 
position  is  not  wanted. 

From  the  present  indication  it  would  seem  that 
“sumpin’s  gwine  drap.”  Several  changes  arc  con- 
templated, which  if  carried  out  will  cause  general 
dissatisfaction.  Advice  has  been  received  that 
Elizabethtown  will  go  to  Hodgenville,  Hodgenvillc 
to  Vine  Grove,  Vine  Grove  to  Calvert,  Calvert 
to  Greenville,  Greenville  to  Leitchfield,  and  Leitch- 
field  to  Horse  Branch.  The  brother  at  Horse 
Branch  has,  however,  been  ’-e-instated,  and  this 
will  put  the  brother  at  Leitchfield  “on  the  bum.” 

Bro.  R.  E.  Lee,  at  Dawson,  says  if  “The  Special 
Line”  will  call  a meeting  at  Dawson,  he  will  insure 
a pleasant  time  for  all  who  will  attend.  Dawson 
Springs  would  be  an  ideal  place  for  a meeting, 
and  soon  as  the  summer  passenger  train  service 
is  installed  between  Princeton  and  Central  City, 
we  would  do  well  to  accept  Bro.  Lee’s  invitation. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Hurley,  assistant  local  chairman,  of 
Kevil,  Ky.,  has  been  given  a month’s  leave  of 
absence  and  will  consume  the  time  in  travel. 

Bro.  Hurley  broke  the  record  some  two  months 
ago,  in  the  way  of  getting  married.  Business  was 
a little  slack  one  afternoon,  and  he  got  permission 
from  the  dispatcher  to  “be  out”  a couple  or  three 
hours.  He  then  drove  six  miles,  was  married  to 
“The  Sweetest  Girl  on  Earth.”  and  drove  back 
to  Kevil  in  time  to  meet  801.  How’s  that  for 
rushing  things?  Bro.  Hurley  has  been  in  the 
service  two  years  and  has  never  lost  a day,  and 
we  all  extend  our  best  wishes  for  a pleasant  time 
and  enjoyment  of  his  well-earned  rest. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Davenport,  owl  at  Kuttawa,  is 
out  of  service  at  present,  cause  unknown. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Newman,  at  Tip  Top,  is  still  off  duty 
account  poor  health.  are  all  anxious  to  see 

him  well  again,  as  he  is  true  blue. 

Cert.  i486. 


Dubuque  Division-  - 

Being  one  of  the  late  arrivals  among  the  fra- 
ternity, nevertheless  I feel  the  interest  that  each 
member  should  nourish.  I am  proud  to  say  that 
with  the  good  management  of  business  pertaining 
to  the  Order,  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
past  few  years. 

Being  an  old-timer  in  the  business,  well  do  I 
remember  that  it  required  a good  man  at  even 
$40.00  per  month.  Besides,  there  was  scarcely 
any  limit  to  the  duties  involved. 

Brothers,  we  have  many  things  to  be  thankful 
for,  compared  with  that  of  a number  of  years 
back  when  our  beloved  Order  was  scarcely  known, 
much  less  the  fruits  of  the  labors  which  have 
since  been  the  culmination  of  earnest  efforts. 

Unity  has  always  been  a 9ource  of  strength. 
We  may  refer  back  as  far  as  Old  Testament  times, 
when  even  the  psalmist  made  reference  to  same, 
when  quoting  these  eloquent  words,  “Behold,  how 
good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity.”  From  this  we  may  also  learn 
that  while  the  financial  position  of  the  Order  is 
a principal  factor,  there  are  other  blessings  in- 
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volved  as  well.  Let  us  not  overlook  this  fact. 
As  a new  arrival  among  th*  fraternity  in  this 
locality,  I did  not  think  it  my  place  to  come  into 
the  ranks  with  any  remarks,  at  least  for  some  time, 
but  since  I have  noticed  that  this  section  of 
the  country  might  perhaps  be  more  prominently 
represented  in  our  valuable  journal.  We  have 
been  reaping  the  good  results  with  others,  and  as 
a matter  of  fact,  it  is  always  encouraging  when 
one  is  laboring,  striving  to  do  good,  and  seeing 
that  such  an  effort  has  not  been  in  vain,  but 
more  particularly  hearing  a word  of  endorsement. 

Am  satisfied  that  I voice  the  entire  division 
when  saying  our  brothers  nave  been  conducting 
the  business  with  entire  satisfaction  to  each  in- 
dividual member. 

It  will  be  a great  pleasure  for  many,  perhaps, 
but  especially  myself,  to  see  the  Dubuque  Division 
of  the  I.  C.  R.  R.  represented  among  the  columns, 
and  since  I am  not  so  thoioughly  familiar  with 
the  entire  division  would  not  dare  to  summarize, 
and  trust  some  one  better  qualified  will  appear 
upon  the  scene.  Merely  as  a testimony  that  we 
are  still  quite  alive  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
I have  taken  the  task  upon  myself  to  say  a few 
words. 

There  is  one  thing  that  has  always  appeared  to 
me  as  very  important  and  that  is:  Render  good 

services,  besides  do  not  allow  a person  to  trifle 
with  your  business  unless  fully  competent.  What 
little  relief  it  possibly  may  afford,  perhaps  for 
the  time  being,  how  easy  it  is  to  get  into  trouble 
that  would  require  more  time  and  humiliation  to 
yourself  than  all  the  relief  it  afforded.  “73.” 

Cert.  1894. 


Omaha  Division — 

Considerable  time  has  expired  since  The  Teleg- 
rapher has  contained  a sketch  from  the  Omaha 
Division.  Prompted  by  two  reasons  we  will  offer 
a few  words:  First,  it  is  only  human  nature 

when  we  have  a good  thing  to  tell  about  it. 
Second,  we  believe  by  conveying  our  successful 
conditions  to  other  lines,  possibly  weak  in  courage 
and  energy,  lacking  the  go-ahead  and  »tick-to-it 
qualities,  it  is  a source  of  great  benefit,  for  the 
whole  secret  of  success  is  certainly  embodied  in 
the  important  quality  of  perseverance  advocated 
by  broad-minded,  far-seeing  men.  To  this  class 
we  wish  to  say,  wake  up. 

Illustrative  of  courage  we  will  give  a brief 
account  of  our  division  past  few  years.  Memory 
serves  us  back  in  the  early  90*5,  when  O.  R.  T. 
membership  numbered  about  three  on  this  division, 
two  of  them  'too  weak  to  display  a button.  But 
we  wish  to  make  particular  reference  to  one  of 
this  number  now  our  local  chairman  and  still 
zealously  in  the  faith.  At  that  time  he  was  located 
as  agent  a few  stations  east  of  Ft.  Dodge,  a 
station  doing  a good  business.  Have  seen  as  high 
♦as  fourteen  cars  of  grain  loaded  at  this  point  in 
one  day  with  severe  winter  weather.  Our  Bro. 
Chairman  was  working  for  a salary  of  $40.00 
and  on  strength  of  earnings  of  station  asked  for 
a raise  of  salary.  He  only  received  a rebuke. 
Men  were  plenty,  obta’nablc  at  most  any  salary 


fixed  by  the  company,  consequently  agents  were 
half  paid  and  over- worked,  called  at  any  old  hour 
in  the  night  by  train  crews  to  a cold  office,  and 
called  down  by  the  train  dispatcher  for  being  so 
long  getting  on  duty.  This  service  rendered 
without  a cent  extra  compensation.  Putting  all 
together  we  had  a class  of  men  with  wrecked 
dispositions,  and  it  was  impossible  to  get  a pleasant 
answer  to  a wire  call.  Through  all  this  our  loyal 
chairman  stood  like  a Napoleon,  alone  paying  his 
dues  with  a bold  front,  declaring  himself  at  all 
times  and  places  looking  to  a future,  where,  by  the 
ordinary  man,  not  a ray  of  hope  was  entertained. 
What  were  the  results?  Today  a different  state 
of  conditions  exists.  The  company  and  men  are 
in  harmony. 

As  the  bright  rays  of  the  rising  June  sun 
spreads,  Waterloo  to  Omaha,  equally  as  bright 
spreads  the  rays  of  fraternal  brotherhood  and 
prospects  for  future  conditions  The  nons  number 
three,  still  standing  back  using  all  their  spare 
time  in  the  manufacture  of  excuses  for  not  joining, 
for  they  feel  mighty  small  when  theii  pay  check 
comes  in  with  a raise  of  $5.00  per  month  and 
overtime  and  other  desirable  conditions. 

Well,  brothers,  we  can  stand  it  and  would  not 
take  their  places.  We  are  too  proud  for  that. 
Not  only  our  O.  R.  T.  boys  scorn  them,  but  the 
public  at  large  notice  these  things  and  prompted 
by  justice  and  right  to  all  mankind  discredits  them 
wfoen  in  one  sense  of  the  word  they  grapple  on 
to  something  for  nothing. 

Credit,  honor  and  respect  is  worth  a great  deal 
in  this  life.  Our  locai  chairman  and  stalwart 
leader,  Bro.  M.  A.  P.,  is  the  man  that  shares 
this  in  the  highest  degree  from  the  solid,  unani- 
mous membership  of  our  division.  We  have  sev- 
eral good  men  but  none  occupy  the  position  with 
our  boys  that  Bro.  M.  A.  P.  docs.  He  is  an 
ideal  man  and  a worthy  pattern  to  follow.  He 
not  only  enjoys  this  respect  from  us  but  occupies 
a similar  position  with  official  quarters.  Let  us 
look  forward  to  better  things.  United  we  stand. 

Cert.  575. 


Louisiana  Division — 


About  as  or  30  of  the  boys  got  together  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Saturday  night,  June  nth,  and 
had  a rousing,  enthusiastic  meeting,  talking  shop 
until  a late  J^our.  Local  Chairman  Miller  pre- 
sided and  was  assisted  by  ass.rtant  local  chairmen 
Bro.  Moffat,  from  the  Yazoo  District,  and  Bro. 
Kcclcston,  from  Nrcw  Orleans.  There  were  no 
candidates  to  initiate  from  the  fact  that  the 
non  is  a scarce  article  now-a-days.  Bro.  Moon 
acted  as  secretary  and  took  down  the  proceedings 
in  short-hand.  Our  worthy  marshal,  Bro.  W.  J. 
Thompson,  was  absent  on  account  of  sickness,  but 
trust  he  will  be  with  us  next  time.  Bros.  Miller 
and  Eccleston  departed  on  the  midnight  train  for 
Memphis  to  attend  the  meeting  at  that  point  the 
following  night. 

Charley  Thompson  has  returned  from  trip  to 
St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  Says  the  World’s  Fair 
ain’t  in  it  with  the  West  End  at  New  Orleans. 
“MH”  must  be  in  love. 
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Understand  there  will  he  several  marriages  in 
our  midst  in  the  near  future.  Bros.  Head,  at 
“CS,”  Ott,  at  “JD,”  Gant,  at  “MO,”  Ohara,  at 
“BD,”  are  getting  busy  some. 

Miss  Daisey  Schwem,  telegrapher  at  Madison, 
has  secured  one  of  those  beautiful  O.  R.  T.  cards 
and  is  now  one  of  the  sisters. 

There  are  only  two  members  on  the  division 
that  have  failed  to  pay  their  dues  for  the  past 
term,  and  both  are  enjoying  increases  secured  by 
the  Order. 

Understand  Manager  Davis,  of  “BD”  office, 
New  Orleans,  has  arranged  to  take  a few  of  the 
Dallas  telegraph  students  and  finish  them  up. 
Wonder  if  the  “BD”  boys  will  stand  for  this? 

Glad  to  learn  that  our  committee  has  at  last 
succeeded  in  getting  Bro.  B.  E.  Bee  re-instated 
after  being  out  of  the  service  several  months. 

Bro.  Allen,  of  Tickfaw,  La.,  is  off  attending 
court  and  is  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Chas.  Galvani. 

Bro.  C.  S.  Brill  is  doing  the  extra  dispatching 
at  McComb  during  the  rush  to  the  World’s  Fair. 
"BU”  is  fine  business  and  the  boys  will  see  that 
he  gets  good  service. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Bro.  E.  E.  Moody 
has  secured  work  with  the  good  old  Sou.  Fac.  at 
Welsh,  La.,  pending  his  re-instatement  here. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Ash,  “KO,”  has  returned  from  the 
wild  We9t  and  is  at  present  doing  a few  \ stunts 
in  “BD,”  New  Orleans. 

J.  O.  Frilick,  the  new  agent  at  Ruddock,  has 
done  the  necessary  and  is  now  up-to-date.  D.  L. 
Pope,  nights  at  Frenier,  also  holds  the  latest 
card,  and  has  begun  to  inquire  about  the  nons. 

Since  Bro.  Martyn  broke  the  ice,  the  linemen 
are  lining  up.  A.  C.  Townsend  and  F.  Masden 
are  the  latest  recruits.  Let  the  good  work  go  on. 

A new  man  at  Harahan,  nights,  in  Bro.  S.  W. 
Perry.  Say9  its  a mistake,  there  is  no  “skecters” 
at  “ND.” 

Bro.  Parker,  formerly  of  the  Y.  & M.  V.,  is 
working  extra  at  any  old  place,  and  is  fine  busi- 
ness. 

We  arc  under  many  obligations  to  Bro.  G. ' A. 
Adams  at  Hammond  for  his  individual  effort. 
His  long  suit  is  getting  in  the  nous. 

Div.  Cor. 


Tennessee  Division — 

It  seems  a very  difficult  matter  to  obtain  any 
information  as  to  what  is  doing  and  being  done 
among  the  members  of  our  Order  on  the  Ten- 
nessee Division  of  the  I.  C.  Ry.  The  division 
correspondent  is  anxious  to  secure  all  items  worthy 
of  notice  and  has,  in  a number  of  cases,  sent 

out  notes  to  members  asking  for  news  which  might 
be  of  interest  for  publication,  but  the  replies, 

when  received,  were  always  too  late  to  be  of  use, 

and  in  a number  of  cases  no  reply  was  received 
at  all.  Hence,  we  have  not  had  this  division  of 
the  line  represented,  which  looks  slack,  to  say  the 
least. 

Brothers,  the  fact  that  you  are  members  of 
the  Order  in  good  standing,  and  have  the  courage 
to  wt-ai  conspicuously  the  emblem  designating  that 
mcml*ei>hip,  is  not  at  all  sufficient.  All  arc  ex- 


pected to  keep  each  other  posted  on  what  is  trans- 
piring on  your  division.  Send  out  a cry  against 
students  and  give  the  non-member  no  peace  of 
mind  until  you  have  succeeded  in  winning  them 
over,  providing  they  can  fill  the  requirements  set 
forth  in  the  Constitution  of  our  organization. 

Now,  a word  to  the  non-members.  There  are  a 
few  of  this  class  of  individuals  to  be  found  on 
this  division,  some  of  whom  have  the  audacity  to 
take  into  their  offices  persons  with  a view  to  becom- 
ing telegraphers.  From  what  can  be  learned,  some 
of  the  aspirants  for  the  mystic  art  will  never 
set  the  universe  on  fire  with  electricity;  still  their 
presence  in  an  office  on  an  acknowledged  union 
road  like  the  Illinois  Central  is  a menace  to  our 
standing  with  the  company,  and  must  be  discour- 
aged by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  members  of 
our  craft.  The  non-union  telegrapher  today  is 
abhorred  by  his  fellow- workers  as  a “Bobtail.” 
The  trainmen,  to  use  their  own  vernacular,  con- 
sider him  “nonair,”  and  *he  officials,  I will 
venture  to  say,  cannot  hold  him  in  very  high  es- 
timation when  they  know  he  has  not  the  manhood 
to  stand  up  and  assist  the  brothers  who  have 
succeeded  in  putting  him  on  even  as  good  footing 
as  he  enjoys  today.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
remarks  may  reach  the  eye  of  every  non-member 
before  the  circulation  of  another  journal,  in  order 
to  give  them  a -eminder  to  get  in  out  of  the 
“rain,”  or  their  situation  may  be  made  a personal 
affair  as  an  expose. 

Well,  brothers,  what  about  another  meeting  at 
Fulton?  The  time  is  not  now  far  distant  when 
a revised  schedule  will  be  acted  upon,  and  as  this 
is  an  important  matter  I would  advise  the  brothers 
on  the  different  districts  to  confer  personally  or  by 
letter  with  our  local  chairman,  Bro.  Bradford,  at 
Fulton,  bringing  to  his  notice  any  grievance  which 
they  may  have  or  any  other  matters  pertaining 
to  the  working  of  the  Order,  so  that  these  ques- 
tions may  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  at  our  next 
meeting.  Circulars  will  be  sent  out  by  the  local 
chairman  advising  brothers  in  due  time  the  date 
of  our  meeting,  and  all  are  earnestly  requested 
to  put  forth  every  effort  to  be  in  attendance.  Do 
not  be  backward  in  asking  for  relief  and  trans- 
portation. as  the  officials  are  very  considerate  and 
are  always  glad  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments when  consistent. 

Members  having  items  of  interest  will  kindly 
forward  same  to  Bro.  Bradford  at  Fulton,  who 
will  attend  to  same.  Cvrr.  1439. 


Clinton  District — 

A district  that  is  as  well  represented  as  this 
should  have  an  article  each  month  in  our  journal, 
but  suppose  the  division  correspondent  has  too 
many  other  things  to  contend  with  and  cannot 
spare  the  time. 

We  have  one  of  the  many  well  organized  dis- 
tricts of  the  I.  C.  solid  to  tne  man  with  one  ex-, 
ception.  You  are  all  aware  of  this  one.  He  has 
been  asked,  written  to.  reasoned  with,  and  in 
fact  everything  has  been  tried  to  induce  him  to 
come  and  be  one  of  n*.  but  all  to  no  avail.  Still, 
he  does  not  reject  the  iner*2Se  secured  for  him 
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by  the  O.  R.  T.  In  our  last  schedule,  and  never 
forgets  to  send  in  overtime. 

We  are  rid  of  the  student  question  to  a certain 
extent.  It  used  to  be,  some  few  years  hence, 
that  they  were  scattered  along  this  division  pretty 
freely,  but  now  it  is  a rare  thing  to  hear  one 
pounding  and  when  he  does  try  it,  it  is  not  long 
until  he  is  given  to  *'13*’  that  we  will  not  stand 
for  that  and  we  hear  no  more  of  him. 

Some  of  the  boys  are  laying  off  and  visiting 
the  great  World’s  Fair.  Some  more  c,f  us  would 
like  to  do  the  same,  but  have  no  extra  men  to 
relieve  us.  Have  only  three  or  four  on  this  dis- 
trict and  they  are  all  working  at  present. 

Bro.  Morrison,  Decatur  days,  is  off.  Bro.  Val- 
low  relieving  him. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Rollins,  agent  at  Moweaqua,  off. 
Don’t  know  agent’s  name  that  relieved  him; 
unable  to  say  how  he  stands. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Heckathom,  at  Oconu,  off  on  leave 
of  absence  for  uncertain  time.  We  “13”  he  is 
thinking  of  quitting  and  going  into  fruit  raising. 
Success  to  you,  “J.”  Bro.  Timmonr  doing  the 
relief  act  there. 

Bro.  McAllister,  of  Vera,  doing  the  Fair  and 
visiting  his  lady  friends.  Unable  to  say  how  his 
relief  stands  in  regard  to  O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  Gross,  of  Shobonier,  off  on  vacation  also. 
Cannot  say  how  relief  is,  but  hope  we  can  call 
him  brother. 

Boys,  if  you  have  any  kick  coming,  you  all 
know  -who  to  take  it  to,  our  local  chairman  at 
Assumption,  and  he  will  see  that  you  leceive  fair 
treatment.  S.  S.  S. 


Charlottetown  Division,  No.  47. 

Our  local  correspondent  has  grown  very  rusty 
of  late.  We  have  not  been  represented  in  the 
fraternal  columns  of  The  Telegrapher  for  sev- 
eral months.  Somebody  must  do  the  trick  this 
month. 

Our  regular  meeting  on  June  1st  held  at  the 
usual  hour  and  place,  within  the  city  of  Charlotte- 
town. A large  number  of  our  progressive  and 
wide-aiwake  members  present. 

Bro.  J.  J.  McKenna,  from  Providence,  R.  I., 
attended  the  meeting  and  is  a pronounced  sup- 
porter of  the  O.  R.  T.  Our  boys  were  delighted 
to  meet  him  and  to  learn  of  his  marked  success 
across  the  border  on  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  Ry. 

Our  secretary  reported  ail  members  in  good 
standing,  our  lodge  in  a very  solid  and  prosperous 
condition;  two  applications  for  membership  de- 
cided and  declared  elected. 

The  report  from  the  various  committees  sub- 
mitted to  the  division  and  settled. 

Bro.  D.  Montgomery,  our  “Grand  Old  Man,” 
just  returned  from  Ottawa,  presented  an  elaborate 
report  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the 
revision  of  our  schedule. 

We  need  not  here  refer  to  the  changes  and 
advancement  gained  by  our  General  Committee, 
as  all  hands  are  aware  of  all  this  long  before  now. 
Tt  is  gratifying  that  we  have  made  good  progress. 
Our  claims  have  been  acknowleged  in  a fair 


measure.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
Bro.  Montgomery. 

The  members  of  Charlottetown  Division  pre- 
sented him  with  a handsome  and  costly  gold- 
headed cane  as  a slight  token  of  their  high  esteem 
and  good  will  towards  him  as  a true  and  worthy 
member  of  our  beloved  Order.  At  the  same  time 
Mrs.  Montgomery  was  remembered  by  a beautiful 
marble  clock.  In  connection  with  the  presenta- 
tion stirring  addresses  were  delivered  by  Bro. 
McMahon,  McEwen,  Kelly,  Lawson,  Trainor, 
Hughes  and  Campbell.  All  the  speakers  paid  a 
high  tribute  of  praise  to  Mr.  Montgomery  for 
the  excellent  work  he  did  and  the  ready  manner 
in  which  he  responded  to  our  wishes  at  all  times, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Bro.  Montgomery  made  a very  feeling  reply, 
thanking  the  brethren  very  heartily  for  the  hand- 
some and  costly  presents  and  their  kind  remem- 
brance of  himself  and  his  pirtner  in  life. 

This  about  concluded  our  meeting  for  that 
night.  The  hour  being  1 130  a.  m.  refreshments 
were  called  for,  but  not  available.  The  meeting 
closed,  the  members  retired  to  their  respective 
homes. 

The  matrimonial  fever  has  struck  in  at  several 
places  on  our  railway.  Bro.  Hogan,  at  Bloom- 
field, has  fallen  a victim.  There  is  another  case 
in  the  freight  department  at  south  side.  It  is 
also  rumored  that  Georgetown  Station  is  down 
with  the  disease  in  a mild  manner.  We  would 
suggest  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  look 
closely  into  this  case  and  report  at  our  next 
regular  meeting. 

Bro.  Trainor,  at  Bedford,  is  becoming  alarmed. 
Poor  old  Bach. 

Bro.  Campbell,  of  Bradalbane,  has  purchased 
the  Emerald  Cheese  Factory  and  will  remove  the 
plant  to  Bradalbane,  where  the  supply  of  milk 
is  much  greater. 

Good-bye,  boys,  you  will  not  hear  from  me 
again  until  the  committee  reports  progress  from 
Georgetown.  Three  cheers  for  the  O.  R.  T. 

255- 


Pittsburg  Division,  No.  52. 


Applications  still  coming  in.  T.et  the  good  work 
go  on;  always  room  for  one  more.  We  now  have 
about  twenty  ladies  in  Division  52  and  would 
like  to  see  that  number  increased  very  soon. 

Bro.  Kaufman,  what  about  that  pair  of  dark 
goo-goo  eyes  presented  to  you  some  time  ago. 

Every  member  should,  at  all  times  give  the 
company  the  best  of  service.  By  giving  the  best 
of  service  you  not  only  Better  your  own  condition, 
but  that  of  the  O.  R.  T.  and  company  as  well. 

Our  local  chairman,  W.  C.  Murphy,  has  been 
married  since  last  November.  But  where  are  the 
smokes,  Billy? 

Telegraph  Repairman  Bro.  McCombr  has  moved 
from  Wall  to  Homewood,  having  been  transferred 
to  Pittsburgh  yard  district.  Mac  is  a good  fellow, 
always  obliging,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  at 
Wall. 


Sunday,  May  2Qth,  our  rhitf.  Bro.  D.  M.  Young, 
and  Bro.  Kigcr  attendee!  a meeting  of  B.  & O. 
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System,  Division  33,  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  We 
understand  they  enjoyed  themselves  both  at  the 
meeting  and  with  the  sister  members  at  the  park. 

On  account  of  some  depression  in  business  and 
a great  cut  in  expenses,  the  following  offices  have 
been  closed:  “VI,”  28th  Street,  Pittsburgh;  “N,” 

night  office  message,  side  Bri-iton;  “BF,”  Brown- 
field; “BK,”  “SQ,”  “DG,”  and  likely  more  to 
follow. 

The  way  things  are  being  slashed  on  the 
P.  R.  R.  System  in  order  to  reduce  expenses 
one  would  be  led  to  believe  we  were  in  the  midst 
of  a great  panic.  Div.  Cor. 


Trenton  Division,  No.  85. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  division 
in  June  was  well  attended.  Business  of  importance 
was  transacted,  including  report  of  our  Chairman 
Eppehimer  on  pending  grievances,  etc.  Two  new 
applications  for  membership  were  received  and 
the  usual  committees  appointed  to  look  after  same. 
A committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  a social  evening  at  our  next  regular  meeting 
in  July.  The  members  of  this  Entertainment 
Committee  consists  of  Bros.  Coate,  Morris,  Parker 
and  Bryson.  They  will  leave  nothing  undone  to 
make  this  an  evening  of  enjoyment  to  all. 

There  is  quite  a contest  on  hand  for  the  posi- 
tion of  representative  on  the  Advisory  Board  of 
the  V.  R.  D.  to  represent  the  U R.  R.  of  N.  J. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  membership  will 
support  only  good  organization  men.  The  day 
has  arrived  when  it  is  up  to  the  labor  union  men 
to  stick  by  one  another,  and  when  occasions  come 
as  they  are  bound  to,  support  only  men  who  are 
willing  to  bear  their  burden  in  the  fight  for  better 
conditions.  We  believe  these  are  the  opportunities 
we  should  never  let  slip.  Stick  to  one  another  and 
vote  for  men  who  are  with  us.  If  we  do  this  always, 
we  think  our  friends  who  are  not  of  us  will  need 
no  further  argument  as  to  what  organization  stands 
for. 

The  recent  retrenchment  order  seems  to  have 
hit  other  departments  of  the  service  a good  deal 
harder  than  it  did  ours.  The  telegraph  depart- 
ment has  been  working  on  an  economical  basis 
for  years,  and  it  was  pretty  hard  work  to  cut 
down  any  more, 

The  boys  are  looking  forward  at  this  writing 
for  the  usual  good  time  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
1 st  of  July.  The  hoys  in  Philadelphia  arc  always 
calculated  to  make  it  so  agreeable  on  these  oc- 
casions that  the  boys  always  look  forward  to  the 
next  occasion  when  we  can  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  such  true  blues  as  Divisions  4,  30  and 
102  put  forward. 

Bro.  Parker,  our  secretary  and  treasurer,  in- 
forms us  that  our  membership  is  strictly  up-to-date 
when  it  comes  to  keeping  up  to  date. 

Bro.  Howe  is  now  located  at  “G"  office,  Chelton 
Ave.,  days. 

Bro.  Allen  is  now  working  for  the  Amboy  Divi- 
sion at  Bay  Head,  X.  J. 

Bro.  Xaylor  is  on  the  extra  list  account  of 
recent  events. 


Bro.  Raub  is  back  nights,  working  “CYV,” 
Cresheim  Jet. 

Bros.  Duff  and  Morgan  have  been  transferred 
to  Division  30  at  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  Reese  is  working  “CK,”  Newark.  Jess  is 
among  friends  over  that  way. 

We  hear  "BA”  tower.  East  Brunswick,  is  soon 
to  go  out.  This  puts  three  more  eight-hour  men 
out  of  biz. 

The  retrenchment  has  hit  “PO”  office,  Phila- 
delphia, nine  men  come  out  of  there  on  July 
the  1 st.  Among  them  are  Bros.  “CA”  and 
“HB.”  Sorry  to  hear  it,  boys. 

The  statement  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the 
June  Telegrapher  should  make  all  O.  R.  T.  men 
feel  proud  of  their  organization. 

Bro.  Murray  is  under  the  weather,  but  we  hope 
to  see  him  on  deck  in  a few  days. 

Bro.  Carty  has  finally  landed  at  “MO,”  Mill- 
ham  Jet.,  last  trick. 

The  boys  on  the  Bel.  Div.  are  not  getting  their 
relief  days.  This  is  wrong  and  should  be  looked 
after  at  once.  The  mere  fact  of  being  paid 
for  them  don’t  count.  When  a man  looks  forward 
to  a day  off  he  wants  it.  Money  is  not  every- 
thing. Nota  Bene. 


C.,  N.  O.  & T.  P.  Ry. 

Cincinnati  Division — 

Not  seeing  anything  in  the  June  Telegrapher 
from  the  Q.  & C.,  thought  I'd  try  my  hand  and 
give  you  nons  a little  talk  on  the  student  ques- 
tion. They  are  a disgrace  to  any  train  wire  and 
especially  on  a road  where  we  have  such  a nice 
set  of  dispatchers.  But  there  are  a great  many 
nons  who  still  continue  to  take  students. 

Several  told  me  that  they  thought  the  Order 
was  a grand  thing  but  were  waiting  for  others 
to  come  in. 

Now,  that  won’t  do.  No  use  being  afraid  to 
join  as  I do  not  think  the  railway  company  will 
think  any  more  of  you  for  remaining  a non,  as 
our  brother  who  sent  the  subscription  paper  over 
the  road  has  been  promoted.  You  members  that 
get  the  monthly  journals  send  them  to  some  non 
when  you  are  through  with  them  and  in  this  way 
I think  we  may  be  able  to  land  a tew. 

They  are  solid  over  south  of  Lexington  and 
I’m  glad  to  say  I seldom  ever  hear  a student  on 
that  end  of  the  road  and  do  not  think  there  is 
one  at  the  present  time.  Now,  why  can’t  we 
be  as  wise  as  those  fellows  and  make  our  divi- 
sion solid  and  close  the  ham  factories? 

After  you  get  your  first  card  I’m  sure  you  will 
never  be  without  one. 

We  all  congratulate  Sister  Cert.  770 2 for  writ- 
ing such  an  interesting  article  in  the  May 
Telegrapher,  and  hope  some  other  sister  or 
brother  will  write  something  for  the  journal  each 
month,  as  it  gives  us  all  much  pleasure  to  see- 
something  from  the  Q.  & C.  T notice  nearlv 
all  other  roads  are  represented  in  the  journal 
every  month,  also  notice  where  one  member  say?* 
a man  who  will  take  a student  these  days  hasn't 
got  much  principle  or  is  too  lazy  to  do  the  work 
and  wants  the  railroad  company  to  pay  him  fop 
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work  that  his  students  do.  I think  there  are 
some  just  such  agents  and  night  men  on  this 
road. 

Now,  you  nons,  wake  up  and  start  something 
doing  on  this  end  of  the  road,  and  do  not  have 
the  guilty  conscience  of  being  a non  and  a 
proprietor  of  a ham  factory. 

Cert.  7910. 


Erie  Ry. 

Mahoning  Division — 

G.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.,  has  again  entered  the 
service  of  this  company,  accepting  the  agency 
at  Pulaski  on  the  N.  C.  Branch;  J.  A.  Shannon, 
of  Pulaski,  taking  the  agency  at  Niles;  H.  F. 
Zimmerman  giving  up  khe  agency  at  Niles  and 
going  into  the  exclusive  telegraph  service  at 
Lisbon  in  N.  & L.  Branch;  G.  B.  Highly  going 
from  Lisbon  to  Lower  Yard  office,  Youngstown. 

This  is  as  far  as  your  correspondent  has  been 
able  to  trace  the  changes. 

R.  W.  Bell,  former  chairman  Local  Board  of 
Adjustment,  was  married  in  June. 

Z.  V.  Hall  is  learning  the  different  movements 
to  be  made  in  all  interlocking  towers  on  this 
division  so  as  to  be  used  as  ready  relief  man  in 
that  branch  of  the  service. 

The  ambassador  thinks  that  it  is  possible, 
through  these  columns,  to  awaken  a greater  in- 
terest in  you  individually,  for  the  betterment  of 
the  profession,  and  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing for  you  to  think  about. 

The  organization  of  which  you  are  a member, 
he  classes  as  a form  of  government,  that  is  of 
the  telegraphers,  by  the  telegraphers  and  for 
those  of  the  telegraphic  profession.  The  object 
is  to  do  for  the  profession  whatsoever  of  neces- 
sity may  be  required  to  do  and  whicb  cannot  be 
done  at  all  or  so  well  done  in  your  separate  and 
individual  capacities.  Therefore,  each  and  every- 
one have  the  privilege  of  taking  part  in  this 
government  and  saying  what  laws  should  or  should 
not  be  enacted.  Remember,  that  upon  your  qual- 
ity as  an  individual  will  depend  the  mission  of 
the  legislation  you  attempt  to  enact. 

Again,  you  are  divided  into  different  classes, 
as  for  instance,  the  train  dispatching  class,  or 
what  may  be  more  familiarly  known  as  the  official 
telegrapher.  Then  the  agent  telegrapher  and  the 
interlocking  telegrapher,  and  so  on. 

Now,  whatt  you  want  to  do  is  find  out  what 
class  you  are  in.  Then  collectively  arrive  at 
some  conclusion  as  to  what  you  think  is  just 
and  right  conditions  under  which  you  should 
labor.  Have  this  in  written  form  and  place  in 
the  hands  of  your  representative  with  instructions 
to  try  and  have  it  placed  in  the  schedule.  This 
to  be  done  the  next  time  your  General  Committee 
or  legislative  body  meets. 

It  may  be  possible  to  only  legislate  for  one 
class  at  a time,  and  as  the  agent  telegrapher 
class  has  been  the  mainstay  or  backbone  of  the 
organization  in  times  gone  by,  it  perhaps  might  be 
well  to  give  them  first  consideration.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  learn  to  stand  together  for  the  uplifting 
of  the  profession.  After  this  has  been  done,  will 


come  the  real  test  of  your  legislative  agent  in 
his  ability  to  present  this  matter  before  the 
powers  that  be,  in  such  a way  that  they  will 
approve  and  accept  the  same.  At  times  a demon- 
stration on  your  part  along  a given  line  would 
be  far  superfbr  to  any  argument  your  legislative 
agent  might  be  capable  of  putting  up.  So  you 
see  your  legislative  agent  should  be  the  most 
intelligent  one  among  you,  one  of  moral  char- 
acter, one  of  great  nerve,  one  who  knows  no 
fear,  and  last,  but  not  least,  more  or  less  familiar 
with  law.  For  you  will  find  that  at  this  stage  of 
the  negotiations  you  will  come  in  contact  more 
or  less  with  the  rights  of  others,  and  no  doubt 
wealth  will  have  arrayed  on  its  side  the  best 
legal  talent  its  influence  can  produce.  But  do 
not  be  discouraged.  Rather  for  your  encourage- 
ment permit  me  to  say  that  the  ambassador  claims 
he  receives  his  instructions  from  one  of  whom 
’tis  written  that  he  claimed  he  came  from  the 
giver  of  all  law.  Consequently,  your  government 
shall  not  conflict  with  present  form  governments 
in  a way  to  which  they  will  not  be  willing  to  con- 
form. Div.  Cor. 


New  York  Division  and  Branches — 


Notice  of  dues  for  next  term,  July  to  December 
inclusive,  are  now  in  your  hands. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  these  dues 
be  promptly  and  favorably  met,  so  that  your 
General  .Committee  may  know  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date  the  numerical  and  financial  strength  of 
the  division. 

When  that  knowledge  is  in  the  hands  of  your 
General  Committee  it  will  be  in  a position  to 
outline  its  work  and  to  determine  the  date  of 
its  next  visit  to  the  management. 

Industrially  the  situation  -is  not  bright  but 
that  is  no  justification  lor  discouragement;  it 
cannot  last. 

Economic  conditions  alone  forbid  the  present 
industrial  depression  being  of  long  duration. 

It  is  not  difficult  for  us  to  believe  that  the 
management  of  the  railroads  throughout  the 
country  are  contemplating  making  still  greater 
the  industrial  depression  by  dispensing  with  so 
large  a body  of  workers,  crippling  their  purchasing 
power,  lessening  the  demand  and  transportation  of 
the  product  of  labor. 

Neither  is  it  difficult  for  us  to  understand  and 
believe  that  the  interests  ot  the  company  and 
its  employees  are  interdependent;  that  a body 
of  35,000  employees  working  steady  under  decent 
living  conditions  is  an  important  factor  in  making 
a favorable  showing  on  the  company’s  balance 
sheet;  that  those  employees  with  feelings  of  good 
will  and  respect  for  and  towards  the  management 
is  an  important  factor  in  the  industrial  chain  of 
the  railroad  highways  of  the  country  of  which 
the  “Old  Reliable  Erie”  is  a most  important  link. 

Comparatively  speaking,  we  have  made  substan- 
tial gains  during  <he  past  two  years,  and  it  only 
requires  that  we  show  good  staying  qualities, 
courage  and  persistency  in  order  to  secure  still 
further  concessions  and  to  protect  those  we  have 
already  secured. 
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Work  steadfastly  and  courageously  for  a cause, 
which,  as  long  as  it  is  conducted  conscientiously 
along  honest,  fair  and  reasonable  lines,  must  ap- 
peal to  you  as  a just  and  righteous  cause,  and 
that  respectful  consideration  and  good-will,  will 
be  manifested  toward  our  cause. 

Loyalty  to  your  organization  docs  not  neces- 
sarily mean  disloyalty  to  your  employer. 

Yours  fraternally, 

F.  W.  Coleman, 

Local  Chairman. 

Third  Dirnsion — 

Bro.  J.  B.  Muller  has  the  agency  at  Tallmadge, 
vice  Bro.  Cassiday  deceased. 

Bro.  Ribbein,  of  Tallmadge,  is  off  in  the  wilds 
of  Indiana  recuperating  from  the  effects  of  a 
siege  of  typhoid  fever. 

Bro.  Neely  bid  in  Hill’s  tower  nights. 

Bro.  Keller  is  back  at  his  old  stamping  grounds. 
Silver  Creek. 

Bro.  McConnell,  of  Sterling,  suffered  a stroke 
of  facial  paralysis.  Hope  he  is  better  at  this 
time. 

Bro.  Cassell  is  holding  forth  at  “CX”  tower, 
days;  Bro.  Bro.  Brengolf  back  to  “SE”  tower, 
nights. 

No  regular  man  at  Burbank  as  yet. 

“QN”  tower  seems  to  be  a bone  of  contention, 
everybody  getting  their  hammers  out  to  knock  one 
another. 

Bro.  Broyles,  of  Ashland,  nights,  off  few  days 
resting  up.  Bro.  Kinney  relieving. 

Bro.  Haley,  of  Milton,  was  taken  sick  while 
on  duty  and  had  to  go  home,  necessitating  calling 
of  Bro.  Bowen. 

Our  local  chairman,  Bro.  T.  Clewis,  of  Mans- 
field, has  resumed  work  after  an  extended  ab- 
sence down  on  the  farm,  by  gum! 

Bro.  Barton  is  at  Conden,  days,  now,  operator 
Ryan  taking  his  old  place  at  “SK”  tower. 

Bro.  Ryan,  of  yard  office,  Galion,  has  resumed 
work  after  quite  a lay  off. 

Now  that  the  jobs  are  advertised,  don’t  sit  back 
and  howl  because  you  didn’t  put  your  shovel  in. 

Of  course  jou  are  all  aware  that  your  dues 
have  been  raised  a little  aod  it  might  be  that 
some  of  you  don’t  know  what  for,  but  will  in- 
form you  that  it  was  done  to  do  away  with  as- 
sessment levy  and  hereafter  no  special  assessments 
for  expenses  will  be  levied. 

We  are  again  called  upon  to  chronicle  the  death 
of  Bro.  C.  S.  Cassiday,  of  Tallmadge,  who  died 
at  the  home  of  his  parents  at  Claiborne,  June 
7th,  after  an  illness  of  a tew  weeks  from  lung 
trouble.  The  funeral  services  were  attended  by 
several  of  the  brothers  as  a mark  of  respect  and 
sympathy  to  his  bereaved  friends.  The  following 
condolences  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  God  in  His  infinite 
wisdom  to  remove  from  our  midst  our  brother, 
C.  S.  Cassiday,  and  while  we  bow  to  His  decree, 
we  realize  that  we  have  lost  a worthy  and  loyal 
brother;  therefore,  be  h 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  wife,  father 
and  mother,  brother  and  sisters  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy;  and  be  it  further 


Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  his  bereaved  friends,  and  also  published 
in  our  Telegrapher. 

T.  C.  Lewis, 

G.  J.  Mover, 

J.  S Collier, 

Committee . 
Cert.  216. 

Delaware  Division — 

It  is  not  often  we  appear  in  the  journal,  but 
we  are  still  doing  business  at  the  same  old 
stand. 

By  the  closing  of  Port  Jervis  yard  office,  Bro. 
McGowan  goes  to  “WX”  tower,  West  End  Port 
Jervis  yard,  days. 

Bro.  Tylor  can  be*  found  enjoying  life  at  Bridge 
1 7 tower,  nights. 

Bro.  Canfield,  "WX,”  days,  to  “WX,"  nights. 

Bro.  Padien,  “WX,”  nights,  to  Hawks  Nest 
tow-er,  nights. 

Bro.  Davis,  “QH,”  to  Lordville  tower,  nights. 

Bros.  Allen  and  Tyler  at  “BN”  and  “OR,” 
nights,  back  on  extra  list. 

On  account  of  closing  Westcolang  tower,  Bro. 
White  bumps  Bro.  Joe  Gallagher  at  Stock  Yards 
Deposit,  days;  Joe  taking  the  night  trick. 

Bro.  Washington,  “KF,”  nights,  to  Deposit 
tower,  nights. 

Bro.  Sherman,  “DV,”  nignts,  to  Rood’s  Creek 
tower,  days. 

Bro.  White,  “HF,”  days,  gets  Comstocks  tower, 
nights,  by  application. 

Bro.  Fischer,  from  Gulf  Summit  lower,  days, 
bid  in  the  morning  trick  at  Port  Jervis.  “FH” 
is  all  right  and  can  hold  his  own  with  the  best 
of  them. 

Bro.  Sheehan,  “XR,”  days,  bid  in  “GF,”  nights. 
Bro.  Crowley,  “GF,”  nights,  gets  the  day  trick. 

Bro.  Boyce,  “XR,”  nights,  to  days  at  “XR.” 

Am  not  posted  on  the  branch  so  cannot  say 
how  the  boys  are  situated  up  there. 

It  is  reported  now  we  are  to  lose  the  branch 
as  it  is  to  be  a part  of  the  Wyoming  Division, 
with  headquarters  at  Dunmore.  This  will  knock 
out  three  of  our  dispatchers  at  Port  Jervis,  the 
dispatchers  at  Dunmore  running  trains  through 
from  Avoca  to  Lackawaren.  I wonder  if  the 
boys  up  there  will  lose  their  rights  on  the  main 
line  by  this  deal. 

I heard  a conductor  say  the  other  day  that  a 
certain  brother  was  complaining  because  he  did 
not  receive  a raise  when  our  committee  was  in 
New  York  this  spring.  He  is  working  at  an  in- 
terlocking point  and  receiving  less  than  what  the 
schedule  calls  for  in  these  positions.  When  the 
original  schedule  was  formed  thi?  office  was  not 
interlocking  and  the  salary  was  in  conformity  with 
the  position  at  that  time.  There  is  a clause  in- 
serted in  the  schedule  providing  that  when  a new 
position  is  created  the  salary  shall  be  in  accord- 
ance to  similar  positions  in  the  schedule.  I do 
not  wish  to  go  into  a tho*ough  discussion  of 
this  matter  here,  but  I think  this  should  be  looked 
after.  The  proper  place  to  get  this  matter  thor- 
oughly aired  is  in  our  lodge  room.  Why  don't 
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you  fellows  come  out  to  meetings  and  air  your 
grievances?  Let  us  try  and  make  it  our  aim  to 
get  to  the  meetings.  That  is  the  purpose  of  these 
meetings  and  they  should  be  kept  up.  In  case 
any  of  you  have  forgotten  the  dates  they  are 
Deposit,  N.  Y.,  the  fourth  Thursday  of  the 
month  and  at  Lackawaxen  the  second  Thursday 
of  the  month. 

Brothers,  let  us  try  and  gather  in  the  remain- 
ing few  nons  by  the  end  of  the  year,  so  we  can 
show  a solid  front.  Pick  out  a man  and  try  and 
show  him  the  error  of  his  ways.  Get  busy;  play 
ball.  Cert,  1020. 

Susquehanna  Division — 

The  N.  S.  Division  is  now  settled  down  again 
after  the  shake-up  caused  by  the  retrenchment 
policy  of  the  company.  Five  towers  closed  and 
other  changes  made  affecting  twelve  telegraphers. 
All  of  the  boys  seem  to  take  their  medicine 
without  a murmur,  which,  of  course,  is  the  only 
reasonable  way  to  do  considering  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. Besides,  we  do  not  consider  this  so 
bad  after  all  as  at  the  time  ot  the  reduction  there 
were  but  few  extra  telegraphers,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  are  none  to  spare  and  every  one 
seems  to  be  ratisfied. 

We  cannot  help  but  see  the  great  benefit  of 
having  a schedule  and  every  one  getting  their 
rights  in  accordance  with  the  seniority  rule.  This 
is  much  different  than  the  result  when  these 
offices  were  cut  out  before.  None  of  the  regulars 
had  to  go  on  the  extra  list  this  time,  but  were 
assigned  to  the  places  they  wished  to  go,  seniority 
prevailing. 

Bro.  Quick  is  doing  business  all  the  time,  and 
we  are  closing  up  some  of  the  largest  loop-holes 
ourselves.  It  won't  be  long  before  we  can  present 
a solid  front.  Don’t  neglect  the  M.  B.  D.  We 
all  know  there  is  a good  time  coming. 

Changes  owing  to  offices  closed: 

Bro.  Jim  White,  from  “SQ”  tower  to  Bing- 
hamton as  manager. 

Bro.  Carmody,  from  “SR”  tower,  days,  to 
“CP”  tower,  nights. 

Bros.  Creagh  and  Van  Anthrop,  “HQ”  tower 
to  “SR”  tower. 

Bro.  Sheldon,  “GY*  tower,  days,  to  Canisteo, 
days. 

Bro.  Wood,  from  Canisteo  to  Addison,  days. 

Bro.  Marsh,  from  Corning  to  Wellsburg,  nights. 

Bro.  Whitney,  chief  clerk  at  Union,  to  “KZ” 
tower,  days. 

Bro.  Evens,  **QP”  tower  to  “JB”  tower,  days. 

Bro.  Chase,  from  “QP”  tower  to  Endicott 
Station  as  helper. 

Bro.  Robinson,  from  “JD”  tower  to  “UO” 
tower,  nights. 

Bro.  Kelliher,  from  “JD‘*  tower,  nights,  to 
“FG”  tower,  nights. 

Bro.  O’Brien,  from  “AQ”  tower  to  “JT” 
tower,  nights. 

Bro.  Dee,  from  “DI”  tower  to  **S”  tower, 
nights. 

Bro.  Hall,  “UJ”  tower  to  “IX”  tower,  nights. 


Bro.  W.  J.  Peck,  “UJ”  lower,  days,  to  “NI” 
tower,  nights. 

Bro.  Con.  Carmody,  Wellsburg  tower  to  “GJ,” 
nights.  Cert.  1705. 


Buffalo  Division — 

Since  our  last  meeting  several  changes  have  gone 
into  effect,  owing  to  the  retrenching  system  that 
the  company  is  applying  to  nearly  all  departments. 
This,  of  course,  makes  it  iiard  on  the  younger 
members  of  our  fraternity  here,  and  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  there  is  a lesson  attached  to  present 
conditions  which  we  should  all  learn. 

There  never  was  a time  m the  history  of  the 
O.  R.  T.  here  when  true  affiliation  was  more 
necessary  than  now.  We  must  remember  that  we 
have  a schedule,  agreements,  etc.,  and  if  we  are 
to  continue  to  hold  what  we  have  already  by 
hard  work  obtained,  we  must  all  be  loyal  members, 
even  though  our  numbers  are  decreased.  This 
does  not  materially  weaken  our  condition.  All 
that  is  necessary  is  to  remain  firm,  regardless  of 
retrenchment,  and  to  those  who,  on  account  of 
the  closing  of  offices  have  been  forced  upon  the 
extra  list,  I would  say:  Remain  true  to  the 
Order,  and  if  prospects  do  not  look  bright  here 
investigate  and  you  will  find  that  conditions  are 
good,  and  prospects  bright  on  other  lines  within 
a radius  of  a couple  cf  hundred  miles.  Certainly 
this  distance  is  not  far,  especially  for  the  single 
men. 

The  time  for  payment  of  the  semi-annual  dues 
will  soon  be  at  hand,  and  we  should  all  meet 
same  promptly  and  cheerfully,  knowing  that  as 
in  the  past,  the  O.  R.  T.  is  our  only  benefactor,, 

and  so  also  in  the  future  it  will  aid  us  in  every 

way  possible,  and  assist  to  hold  what  we  have 
already  through  its  means  obtained. 

It  must  be  understood  that  whenever  overtime 
is  made,  that  it  should  be  sent  in,  as  the  agree- 
ments between  the  Erie  Ry.  and  its  telegraphers 
are  in  effect  and  must  be  fulfilled.  The  simple 
reason  that  a few  offices  have  been  closed  is  no 

excuse  for  the  violation  of  such  rules  now  in 

existence.  Asst.  Cor. 

N.  Y.,  S.  & W.  and  W.,  B.  & E.  Division— 

Our  regular  meeting  of  Saturday,  June  11th, 
at  Paterson,  well  attended.  New  members  were 
initiated,  the  team  being  in  fine  shape  and  will 
initiate  more  members  at  our  July  meeting  of 
the  9th. 

Bro.  Sommers  transferred  from  Passaic  Jet. 
to  Ridgefield  Park 

Bro.  Jones  transferred  from  Ridgefield  Park 
to  Rochelle  Park. 

Bro.  Dutcher  transferred  from  Rochelle  Park 
to  “EN,”  Edgewater.  Any  crabs  coming  up  the 
river,  “CD?” 

Jno.  Kinney,  former  agent  at  Sparta  Jet.,  has 
re-entered  the  service  and  appointed  agent  at 
Sparta  Jet.  with  a salary  of  $60  per  month,  $40 
from  our  company  and  $20  from  L.  & H.  The 
night  office  has  been  raised  $5  per  month. 

Bro.  Peterson  working  at  ‘DB”  tower,  nights. 
Bro.  Carrutli-^taking  a vaca*  on. 
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Bro.  Brown,  of  “GW,”  has  been  taking  a long 
vacation  for  a few  days,  taking  in  the  balmy  air 
at  Stockholm  for  his  health.  Bro.  Brown  is  a 
hard-worked  man  and  should  have  a helper.  Bro. 
Terhune  relieved  Bro.  Brown  and  Bro.  Flood 
relieving  Bro.  Terhune. 

Bro.  Munson  and  wife,  also  Bro.  Hoskins  and 
wife,  have  been  visiting  in  Sparta. 

The  brothers  of  the  N.  Y.  S.  & W.  wish  to 
express  their  sympathy  to  the  relatives  of  John 
Shafer,  brakeman.  who  was  killed  at  Butler  by 
slipping  from  a box-car. 

The  members  of  the  N.  Y.  S & W also  wish 
to  express  their  sympathy  towards  brakeman  Frank 
Paddock,  who  had  his  hand  mashed  while  coup- 
ling cars  at  Coal  Berg. 

A few  words  to  the  nons,  and  few  they  are, 
but  enjoying  the  privileges  the  O.  R.  T.  has 
gained  for  them.  Applications  are  being  received 
right  along  and  would  say  that  it  will  be  advisable 
for  you  to  turn  in  your  application. 

I would  also  suggest  that  the  brothers  be  prompt 
in  sending  their  dues  for  the  half  year  ending 
December  31,  1904,  as  the  cards  are  out  now 
notifying  the  brothers  that  their  dues  are  due, 
taking  effect  July  1st.  If  you  wish  an  up-to-date 
card  don’t  delay.  Let  this  last  half  of  year  be  a 
more  prosperous  one  than  any  we  have  had. 

Some  of  the  brothers  who  pay  their  dues  to 
hold  membership  in  the  Ordct,  make  no  effort  to 
be  an  active  or  live  member.  Do  not  ask  what  the 
Order  has  done  for  you  or  its  members,  but  ask 
yourself: 

“What  have  I done  for  the  Order? 

“Have  I given  the  Order  my  attention  or 
done  anything  that  would  benefit  it? 

“Have  I ever  secured  a petition  lor  member- 
ship?” 

If  you  are  obliged  to  say  no.  you  must  admit 
that  if  all  were  like  you  there  would  be  no  Order, 
and  our  condition  would  be  worse  off  than  at 
present.  Cert.  916. 


Pere  Marquette  Ry. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Hopper,  of  White  Cloud,  is  relieving 
Bro.  W.  Ross,  agent,  for  a few  weeks  account 
Bro.  Ross’  sickness.  “Joe”  has  two  nons  to  do 
business  with,*  but  puts  them  through  the  sweat- 
box  nearly  ev?ry  day.  Hopes  to  win  them  over 
soon. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Rader,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, now  located  at  Halstead. 

Bro.  C W.  Beattie,  from  Canfield,  installed  as 
agent  at  Rapid  City.  “C\V"  seems  to  be  holding 
it  down  O.  K. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Burton  has  been  reinstated  and  is 
now  located  at  Woodville  for  a short  time.  I 
think  all  the  boys  will  join  me  in  wishing  “BR” 
back  at  his  old  stand. 

Bro.  J.  N.  Googcn  visited  bis  lmme  at  Zeeland 
June  8th,  his  sister  being  married  on  that  date. 

Bro.  J,  B.  Hopper  and  baggageman  Ross,  from 
White  Cloud,  visited  Newaygo  this  week. 

Bro.  Walker,  “GR”  office,  back  at  the  key. 
Glad  to  hear  “\\T”  back  with  us  and  to  know  he 
“bumped”  a non. 


Bro.  Thorne,  of  Mill  Creek,  has  left  “MK.” 
Have  been  unable  to  hear  where  he  went,  but 
don’t  need  to  worry  about  our  brother  getting 
a position,  as  he  is  “A  No.  1.” 

Bro.  Burke,  of  Sparta,  taking  a vacation. 
Understand  the  bells  have  been  ringing.  If  this 
is  no  false  report,  “B,”  in  behalf  of  all  the 
members  of  Division  39,  we  wish  you  success. 

Two  nons  have  been  bumped  out  of  “GR” 
office  recently,  and  I don’t  believe  they  can  tell 
the  reason  why. 

Bro.  Martin,  of  Grant,  laid  off  three  days  to 
celebrate  account  receiving  a brand  new  card 
and  button.  Ask  Bro.  Hatton  for  receipt  for 
getting  ’em. 

Bro.  Tucker,  of  Mears,  has  cut  the  bands  of 
single- blessedness  and  has  doubled  up.  Miss  Louise 
Deyman  of  Montague  being  the  lucky  one.  Bro. 
Tucker  has  congratulations  from  all  the  brothers 
of  Division  39  and  may  their  lives  be  long  and 
aappy. 

Bro.  Utley,  of  New  Era,  taking  a vacation, 
operator  Withcrall  relieving  him.  Hope  Mr. 
Witherell  will  climb  in  the  wagon  soon. 

Bro.  J.  Chambers,  of  South  Lyon,  has  been 
promoted  to  a day  position  at  Milford,  Mich. 

Just  received  a report  on  the  financial  condition 
of  our  division,  which  is  in  the  best  of  condition. 
Now,  let  us  all  try  and  keep  it  there. 

Look  out  for  a bunch  of  grafters  running 
around  relieving  and  wearing  the  O.  R.  T.  but- 
tons. Make  them  show  up  their  caids. 

The  dispatcher’s  office  at  Plymouth,  Mich.,  has 
been  moved  back  to  Grand  Rapids.  There  is  no 
place  like  home.  Cert.  682. 


D.,  S.  S.  & A.  Ry. 


Meeting  held  Marquette.  Sunday,  June  12th. 
Minutes  of  March  meeting  read  and  adopted. 

The  result  of  the  vote  for  assistant  general  sec- 
retary was  in  favor  of  Bro.  I’epple. 

The  report  from  the  committee  on  the  outing 
to  the  “Soo,”  on  July  4th,  reported  everything 
favorable  to  a large  crowd  taking  in  the  trip. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously 


passed : 

“That  any  member  who  is  an  habitual  user  of 
intoxicating  liquors  be  warned^  and  if  after  receiv- 
ing a warning  still  persists  m the  use,  charges 
shall  be  preferred  against  him  for  trial  and  the 
circumstances  reported  to  the  general  superintend- 
ent, all  warnings  to  be  given  under  the  seal  of 
the  decision.” 

It  was  the  opinion  ot  all  present  that  this  was 
a move  in  the  right  direction,  and  should  be 
taken  up  by  all  divisions  and  pushed  forward 
until  the  time  would  come  when  an  up-to-date 
card  would  be  sufficient  recommendation  to  secure 
employment. 

The  next  regular  meeting,  the  last  Sunday  in 
September,  will  be  held  either  in  Houghton  or 
Hancock,  to  give  the  members  an  opportunity  to 
visit  the  copper  country. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death,  in  Milwaukee, 
of  Mrs.  Steasser,  mother  of  our  general  chairman. 
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The  sympathy  of  Divislcn  1:6  is  hereby  tendered 
him. 

Bro.  Williams  has  returned  from  the  World's 
Fair  to  fight  flies  at  Soo  June,  and  feed  his  dog 
on  tissue  books. 

Cert.  C9307. 


Grand  Trunk  Ry. 

Western  Division — 

We  have  looked  forward  for  some  time  to  hear 
something  that  would  interest  the  telegraphers 
on  this  part  of  the  system,  and  while  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  matters  are  progressing 
fairly  well  under  existing  circumstances^  we  still 
have  confidence  in  the  ability  of  our  Grand  Officers 
to  properly  adjust  all  the  difference?  that  now 
exist,  and  to  bring  about  an  amicable  settlement 
in  the  near  future. 

The  fact  that  this  has  not  been  accomplished 
quite  as  soon  as  many  had  anticipated,  should 
not  deter  any  from  the  prompt  payment  of  their 
semi-annual  dues  which  again  fall  due  on  July 
1 st  Neither  should  it  have  a tendency  to  put 
you  on  the  list  of  non-oelievers,  for  I assure 
that  none  have  worked  more  faithfully  than  some 
of  your  local  chairmen  to  secure  better  conditions. 
As  stated  before  we  still  believe  that  the  patience 
and  perseverance,  as  well  as  discretion  used  in 
not  advocating  anything  radical,  will  bring  greater 
laurels  to  our  cause  than  could  have  beeq  secured 
otherwise  under  adverse  circumstances. 

When  you  have  paid  your  semi-annual  dues  and 
done  all  you  can  in  a financial  way,  do  not  stop, 
thinking  your  work  is  completed,  or  that  there  is 
nothing  more  for  you  to  do.  Instead,  assist  your 
local  chairman  in  completing  the  work  of  organiza- 
tion on  your  respective  sections,  and  is  possible 
secure  the  application  of  some  non  whose  long- 
drawn  out  promise  has  not  yet  been  fulfilled. 

In  doing  this  you  will  greatly  lessen  the  burden 
of  your  local  chairman,  who.  under  the  best  of 
circumstances,  has  all  lie  can  do  without  assum- 
ing the  entire  responsibility  for  this  part  of  the 
work. 

Last,  but  not  least,  always  bear  in  mind  what 
proper  telegraph  service  meins,  and  endeavor  to 
treat  all  such  instructions  with  courtesy  and 
dispatch,  which  later  on  you  will  find  useful  as 
a matter  of  reference  as  well  as  congeniality  in 
the  daily  transaction  of  business,  therefore  placing 
yourself  in  line  for  still  something  better. 

Div.  Cor. 


800  Line  Ry. 

Weyerhauser  Meeting — 

Was  asked  by  members  of  said  division  to 
tender  a written  statement  of  the  meeting  of 
members  of  O.  R.  T.  at  Weyerhauser,  Wis., 
June  1 2th,  1904.  Herewith  the  best  i my  ability. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9 a.  m.  by 
district  chairman  H.  A.  Harris.  A chairman  for 
the  meeting  was  elected,  A.  C.  Castle,  of  “GF,” 
holding  said  chair,  while  Bro.  Harris  filled  the 
place  of  secretary,  pounding  the  mill  while  the 
rest  of  the  boys  brought  up  subject  after  subject 


for  discussion.  So  interested  were  they  that  no 
one  thought  of  dinner  till  far  pa.it  that  hour. 

At  12:30  our  attention  was  called  to  the  time 
of  day  by  Bro.  Case,  of  Heafford  Jet.,  who 
made  a motion  that  we  adjourn  for  dinner  and 
meet  again  at  2 p.  m.  Said  motion  was  seconded 
and  carried,  whereupon  we  adjourned;  but  promptly 
at  2 p.  m.  again  called  to  order. 

Most  essential  questions  brought  before  the 
meeting  was,  where  is  tl.ere  a non  or  a student? 
We  became  aware  that  we  were  as  near  solid  as 
any  road  in  existence,  and  far  more  so  than  a 
great  many.  Each  and  every  non  and  student 
were  placed  upon  record  and  he  that  cannot  show 
a card  can  have  no  favors. 

So  many  were  the  questions  and  so  pleasant  the 
conversation  that  6 p.  m.  still  found  us  in  the 
lodge  room. 

A motion  was  made,  seconded  and  carried  that 
we,  the  members  of  System  Division  119,  O.  R.  T., 
render  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  K.  of  P.  Soft 
Maple  Lodge,  No.  130,  for  free  use  of  their  hall. 

Also  a vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  our 
division  superintendent,  Mr.  F.  W.  Curtis,  for 
courtesies  extended  toward  our  Order. 

There  was  quite  a good  attendance,  nearly  every 
station  being  represented  on  Wisconsin  Division, 
and  a few  were  down  from  Peninsula  Division. 

At  6 p.  m:  we  adjourned  for  the  day,  but 
with  an  understanding  that  we  would  sooner  or 
later  meet  again  at  Minneapolis,  where  we  can 
meet  some  of  the  Minneapolis  Division.  The  date 
was  left  to  be  settled  between  our  district  chairman 
and  general  chairman  O.  A.  Hatton,  of  Brooten, 
Minn. 

After  7:30  p.  m.  we  met  at  the  depot,  where 
the  time  was  spent  pleasantly  until  No.  8 drove 
into  town  and  carried  away  our  Peninsula 
Division  brothers. 

Boys,  turn  out  one  and  all  that  can  to  our 
next  meeting.  Other  things  can  wait,  but  the 
O.  R.  T.  never. 

Well,  if  this  passes  the  pearly  gales  of  The 
Telegrapher,  will  write  again  on  the  subject  of 
the  O.  R.  T.  Cert.  227. 


Minneapolis  Division — 

Again  I fail  to  find  an  item  in  our  valuable 
journal  from  any  of  our  worthy  brothers.  I am 
afraid  our  brothers  on  all  the  other  roads  will 
look  through  colored  glasses  at  us,  but  neverthe- 
less, the  boys  are  not  asleep  over  here  if  they 
are  quiet.  I think  wc  have  one  of  the  best 
line-ups  of  any  road  running  out  of  the  Twin 
Cities. 

Have  not  been  working  since  last  fall  on  account 
of  sickness,  but  I keep  The  Telegrapher  at  my 
bed-side  and  find  it  a great  tonic  for  my  shat- 
tered nerves.  While  in  the  hospital  1 was  sorry 
to  see  one  of  our  worthy  brothers  pass  away. 
He  was  from  Tammarac,  Minn.,  a town  situated 
on  the  Superior  Division  of  the  N.  P.  His  name 
I did  not  learn.  He  left  a wife  and  little  babe 
to  mourn  his  loss.  I understand  he  belonged  to 
our  worthy  Order.  How  thankful  his  dear  little 
wife  can  be  for  our  grand  organization.  I wish 
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some  of  our  nous  could  have  witnessed  that 
pitiful  parting  and  I am  sure  there  would  be  no 
more  nons.  The  Order  would  not  be  able  to  send 
out  application  blanks  fast  enough  with  the  force 
they  have  in  the  office  now. 

For  the  love  of  your  dear  ones,  do  not  stay  out 
of  the  Order.  If  you  have  not  already  won  a 
happy  home,  you  no  dcubt  expect  to.  If  so,  do 
not  let  them  go  unprotected,  not  for  the  sake  of 
a few  dollars.  I know  you  would  be  willing 
to  spend  double  that  amount  on  them  for  one 
night  at  the  theatre  or  other  place  of  amuse- 
ment. 

While  we  are  on  this  earth  let  us,  for  the  love 
of  our  Heavenly  Father  protect  our  loved  ones, 
for  after  we  are  gone  we  cannot.  Ah,  how  nice 
that  little  $1,000  would  be  to  comfort  them. 

Think  of  the  little  ones,  nons,  if  you  have  them, 
and  then  say, . God  bless  the  O.  R.  T. 

A.  C.  Varner. 


Great  Northern  Ry. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  we  chronicle  the  demise 
of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Ogelsby,  wife  of  Bro.  S.  J. 
Ogelsby,  local  chairman  for  the  Dakota  Division, 
on  June  18th. 

She  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  death  was  27  years  of  age.  She 
received  her  education  in  Prairie  Du  Chien,  Wis., 
and  finished  her  musical  education  under  Prof. 
Hillmar,  of  St.  Paul.  She  was  a very  talented 
musician  and  an  able  instructor  in  voice  culture. 
At  the  time  of  her  death  she  had  a very  large 
class  of  pupils  who  will  mourn  her  loss.  She 
was  a very  talented  lady  in  every  walk  of  life, 
and  will  be  very  much  missed  both  in  musical 
and  social  circles. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  their  residence 
Monday  at  2 p.  m.  The  floral  decorations  were 
very  beautiful,  being  furnished  by  her  many 
friends,  among  whom  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byerly, 
of  Dresden;  Mr.  J.  C.  Sboing.  of  Osnabrook; 
Miss  Robbie,  of  Park  River,  a former  pupil,  and 
the  members  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers 
of  the  Dakota  Division. 

The  deceased  leaves  a loving  husband,  a sister 
at  Berthold,  N.  D.,  a sistci  and  a brother  at 
Seattle,  Washington,  and  a sister  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, who  will  greatly  mourn  for  this  loved  one. 

Dakota  Division — 

From  the  way  things  have  been  changing 
around  on  this  end  the  last  month,  there  should 
be  plenty  of  news  to  take  up  the  space,  and 
although  you  fellows  have  been  a little  slow  in 
getting  your  items  in, . I will  try  and  get  this 
off  in  time  so  we  will  not  miss  this  issue. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  thing  that  has 
happened  to  us,  collectively,  is  the  meeting  at 
Mentor.  On  Sunday,  June  12th,  a number  of  the 
boys  journeyed  to  that  place  for  the  purpose  of 
talking  over  the  things  of  interest  on  this  division 
and  also  to  see  what  a good  time  we  could  have. 
One  of  the  boys  took  a picture  of  the  bunch 
and  ue  hope  soon  to  give  you  all  a chance  to 
sec  it.  We  had  a very  pleasant  meeting  and 


during  the  same  had  an  application  for  papers 
which  have  since  been  supplied.  Wc  seem  able 
to  get  a new  member  at  each  meeting,  so  why  not 
hold  them  often  ? 

After  the  meeting  we  had  supper  and  in  the 
evening  went  for  a drive  to  the  lake,  where  we 
chartered  a sailing  craft  large  enough  to  hold 
the  whole  bunch  and  all  went  together  for  a sail. 
A shooting  contest,  a little  dance  and  some  songs 
filled  in  until  time  to  return. 

At  Mentor,  we  found  Mr.  W.  F.  Stokes,  from 
the  N.  P.,  at  Grand  Forks  had  taken  the  place 
of  Bro.  Coffee,  whom,  we  understand,  is  going 
to  the  coast. 

No  doubt  you  have  all  paid  your  dues  by  this 
time  and  found  that  the  vote  went  in  favor  of 
raising  the  dues.  This  is  the  better  way  and 
will  cost  us  less  in  the  end  as  well  as  putting 
Division  70  on  a firm  financial  basis.  You  can 
easily  figure  that  out  for  yourself  and  also  what 
satisfaction  it  will  be  to  know  that  our  committee 
can  hold  out  any  length  of  time  should  the  oc- 
casion arise  for  them  to  do  so. 

Bro.  Rhea,  of  “BM,”  has  a happy  smile  and  a 
box  of  cigars,  the  reason  for  same  you  will  find 
in  an  announcement  on  another  page. 

Bro.  F.  IR.  Plunket,  of  “CA,”  nights,  has  been 
transferred  to  “BM,"  nights. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Palmer,  of  “SY,”  has  left  the  ser- 
vice and  we  find  Mr.  G.  W.  Wilson,  late  cashier 
at  Lakota,  taking  his  place. 

Adam  Sell. 


Canadian  Pacific  Ry. 

Ou>cn  Sound  Section — 

It  is  with  keen  regret  that  we  record  the  death 
of  Bro.  Albert  Howard,  who  died  suddenly  of 

hemorrhage  on  June  6th  in  Douglas,  Arizona. 

The  deceased,  who  is  a son  of  J.  Howard, 

C.  P.  R.  agent.  Orangeville,  was  formerly  a 
telegrapher  on  the  C.  P.  R.,  O.  & O.  Division, 

but  when  fading  health  began  to  tell  on  him 

some  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  he  went  West 
in  search  of  better  health. 

The  sudden  news  of  his  death  came  as  a thunder, 
bolt  among  his  friends  and  relatives  here.  The 
bereaved  family,  four  of  wlicm  are,  John,  teleg- 
rapher on  I.  & Q.  Division;  Tom,  telegrapher  al 
Milton;  and  Harry,  telegrapher  on  Owen  Sound 
Section,  have  the  earnest  sympathv  of  the  O.  R.  T. 
of  this  district. 

The  floral  wreath  bearing  the  letters  “O.  R.  T.,** 
which  was  sent  them,  was  iully  appreciated,  and 
Mr.  Howard  wishes  to  express  his  thanks  to  all 
who  contributed  for  the  same. 

Just  as  we  were  about  to  close  this  correspond- 
ence we  were  shocked  by  the  sad  intelligence  that 
Bro.  John  H.  Campbell,  C.  P.  R.  lineman  of 
Orangeville,  has  met  with  a fatal  accident.  While 
unloading  telegraph  poles  from  a flat-car  off  a 
moving  train,  he  fell  between  the  cars. 

Bro.  Campbell  leaves  a wife  and  large  family  of 
small  children,  to  whom  it  i»  our  wish  to  exprc>s 
mir  keenest  sympathy. 

W.  Stockdale. 
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Moosehead  Sr  Brownville  Section — 

The  Atlantic  Division  seems  to  have  altogether 
forgotten  that  we  have  a journal  coming  every 
month  with  a space  provided  to  chronicle  the 
events  on  the  division.  I was  appointed  cor- 
respondent for  the  Moosehead  and  Brownville 
sections  some  time  ago,  but  for  various  reasons 
have  been  unable  to  send  any  news.  During 
the  winter  season  we  are  all  kept  hustling  on 
this  section,  and  personally  1 do  not  have  much 
leisure  time  in  the  summer  months,  but  it  seems 
about  time  that  some  one  made  .1  move.  In 
September,  1903,  the  brothers  met  in  Brownville 
Jet  and  resolved  to  have  regular  meetings  in 
the  future,  but  since  that  time  no  move  has  been 
made  to  hold  a second  meeting.  This  is  not 
right  1 We  should  get  together  more  often  ana 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  we  cannot.  There 
are  now  eighteen  brother  members  between  Me- 
gantic  and  Mattawamkeag,  and  we  should  be  able 
to  muster  at  least  half  of  these  each  month  for  a 
meeting.  Then  why  not  do  it?. 

Since  the  last  write-up,  Bros.  Harris  and 
Greatorex  have  taken  to  themselves  wives.  May 
they  have  long  and  happy  lives. 

Business  on  this  section  has  been  quite  brisk 
this  summer  and  the  work  trains  tend  to  keep 
us  busy.  In  addition  to  considerable  ballasting, 
there  is  being  laid  over  one  hundred  miles  of 
heavy  steel. 

I hope  that  some  of  the  other  brothers  will 
give  us  a write-up  in  the  near  future.  Don’t 
leave  it  all  for  one  to  do,  boys.  Cbst.  1367. 

Bourleis  Division — 

I see  that  it  is  up  to  some  one  to  show  our 
fellow  telegraphers  that  we  are  still  in  the  ring, 
although'  we  may  be  badly  bunched. 

Bro.  J.  E.  Ryan  has  been  appointed  night  chief 
dispatcher  at  Brandon.  We  wish  dear  Paddy 
all  kinds  of  success  in  his  latest  venture. 

Bro.  Guernsey,  agent  at  McLean,  has  been  ap- 
pointed agent  at  Craik.  Your  turn  now,  **GF.” 

Bro.  McLeod  has  been  appointed  ticket  clerk 
at  Regina.  Good  for  “A.”  He  will  make  things 
dust  there. 

Bro.  Mason,  at  Lumsden,  should  be  a good 
swimmer.  Plenty  of  practice  this  spring. 

Bro.  Burdett,  at  Balgonie,  still  enjoying  single- 
blessedness. Come  “B,”  its  up  to  you  now. 

Bro.  T.  J.  R.  still  holding  down  first  trick  at 
Moosehead. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  changes  and  new  men 
on  the  line,  I am  unable  to  touch  all  the  stations. 

Cert.  1576. 


Northern  Pacific  Ry. 

St.  Paul  Division — 

The  St  Paul  Division  is  growing  rapidly  these 
days,  and  in  a short  time  will  be  able  to  show 
as  large  a percentage  of  members  as  any  division 
on  the  system.  Seven  new  members  in  June  is 
our  record. 

Every  member  should  pick  out  a couple  of  names 
from  the  list  of  nons  furnished  by  our  local 


chairman  and  try  and  get  their  application.  Do 
not  get  discouraged  if  you  don’t  succeed  at  once, 
as  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  last  ones  will 
die  hard.  Being  a non  is  like  a bad  habit;  they 
would  like  to  get  rid  of  it,  but  haven’t  the  cour- 
age to  make  a chance.  All  of  the  many  bad 
habits  that  mankind  is  heir  to  have  some  remedy, 
and  we  want  to  find  a sure  cure  for  this  nor 

bad  habit. 

A great  many  have  been  cured  by  education, 

and  as  this  bad  habit  affects  the  mind  that  is 

about  the  only  way  to  reach  the  seat  of  trouble. 

We  want  more  of  this  remedy  with  teachers 
to  apply  it.  Cannot  you  do  something  for  these 
lonesome  nons? 

Do  not  think  that  you  have  done  your  share 
just  because  you  have  paid  your  dues.  If  the 

Order  is  a good  thing  for  you,  it  is  a good  thing 
for  others.  So  tell  them  about  it  and  show  them 
how  they  can  better  themselves. 

Every  conversion  that  is  made  adds  to  our 
strength  and  benefits  every  member  of  the  Order 
in  a hundred  different  ways. 

Some  of  you  members  will  not  give  us  any 
assistance  in  this  work,  but  hang  back  and  kick 
at  everything  that  is  being  done  by  others.  In 
an  organization  of  this  kind  the  majority  governs, 
and  when  you  elect  a man  to  represent  you,  stand 
by  him  and  assist  him  in  every  possible  way.  If 
all  would  do  this  how  much  more  would  be  ac- 
complished. Remember  that  while  you  hold  your 
membership  in  the  Order,  everything  is  to  be 
gained;  without  it  everything  is  lost 

The  dues  for  the  second  half  of  1904  are  now 
payable  and  I hope  everyone  will  be  on  hand  early 
with  his  five  dollars,  and  not  wait  until  the  last 
moment 

So  many  changes  have  taken  place  that  it  was 
impossible  to  keep  track  of  them  all.  Summer 
offices  have  been  opened  at  Lake  Shore  and 
Mahtomedi  to  take  care  of  the  lake  business. 

Bro.  V.  M.  Lopham  is  again  on  days  at  Miss, 
street  after  a trip  south.  Some  of  the  boys  say 
he  only  got  as  far  as  South  St.  Paul. 

Bro.  R.  B.  Foulkes  is  working  the  day  trick 
in  Miss.  Street  tower,  while  Bro.  Cunningham 
is  on  a vacation.  Bro.  Johnson  is  on  second  trick 
in  Bro.  Foulkes’  place. 

Bro.  C.  L.  Kinnar,  of  Division  No.  76,  recently 
St.  Cloud  days,  is  now  in  Brainerd  Hospital,  hav- 
ing one  of  his  legs  amputated. 

Brd.  Kinner  has  the  sympathy  of  all  in  his 
misfortune. 

The  wife  of  Bro.  R.  D.  Lytle,  of  Gladstone,  has 
been  very  ill,  but  has  improved  so  as  to  be  out 
of  danger.  Most  of  us  know  how  to  feel  for 
Bro.  Lytle. 

Bro.  Gish,  of  Clear  Lake,  nights,  is  faking  a 
vacation,  being  relieved  by  H.  A.  Lewis  from 
Big  Lake,  who  in  turn  is  being  relieved  by  Bro. 
Miles.  Bro.  Miles  has  been  working  as  relief 
agent  at  Fort  Ripley,  relieving  J.  J.  Tucker. 

Bro.  *C.  Delvin,  of  Division  No.  76,  is  visiting 
relatives  at  Big  Lake  for  a short  time.  He  found 
one  brother  there  at  any  rate. 
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Bro.  W.  W.  Hodgeson,  of  “MS”  office,  is  on 
a vacation,  being  relieved  by  F.  La  Painte,  who 
has  promised  to  be  with  us  soon. 

Our  General  Committee  met  in  St.  Paul,  June 
25th  and  are  now  in  conference  with  the  officials, 
revising  and  improving  our  schedule.  The  best 
way  to  show  your  appreciation  is  to  promptly 
pay  next  term’s  dues.  Who  will  be  first? 

Cert.  127. 


Idaho  Division — 

A word  about  living  up  to  the  schedule,  where 
we  have  one.  Boys,  some  of  us  do  not  read  and 
try  to  live  up  to  our  schedule  as  we  should,  and 
especially  in  the  smaller  details,  the  most  notice- 
able of  which  is  the  noon  hour  over-time. 

Some  time  ago  I was  sent  to  a small  town  as 
day  telegrapher.  There  w'as  an  agent  and  ware- 
houseman besides  the  telegrapher.  I had  a good 
many  train  orders  and  found  I could  not  get 
away  to  dinner  more  than  every  other  day.  The 
first  day  the  dispatcher  kept  me  I asked  the  agent 
where  our  over-time  book  was,  but  he  told  me 
that  no  over-time  was  allowed  at  this  station  as 
he  was  ‘supposed  to  work  for  me  while  I ate. 
This  seemed  queer  to  me,  so  I decided  to  turn 
in  a slip  anyway,  for  I couldn’t  understand  how 
it  was,  and  thought  if  my  slip  was  returned  it 
would  probably  be  attached  to  an  explanation. 
Sure  enough  next  day  it  came  back  with  a note 
imparting  the  information  the  agent  had  already 
given  me.  I just  put  it  in  another  envelope  and 
sent  it  back  without  a word  in  reply  and  also 
turned  in  one  for  that  day.  On  several  days  I 
made  straight  overtime  and  sent  in  a slip  each 
day,  and  they  were  as  promptly  returned  to  the 
agent  with  the  little  notes  attached. 

At  last  the  superintendent  wrote  a letter  hinting 
that  he  was  tired  of  this  and  would  like  it  dis- 
continued. I secured  a copy  of  the  schedule,  read 
it  over  with  the  agent,  convinced  him  that  T was 
entitled  to  it,  and  he,  being  a man  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word,  and  having  backbone  enough 
to  stand  up  for  a right,  wrote  the  superintendent 
that  he  thought  T was  right  and  according  to  our 
contract  was  entitled  to  this  overtime.  In  a few 
days  we  received  a letter  from  the  superintendent 
saying  it  would  be  allowed. 

For  several  months  the  former  telegrapher  at 
this  place  had  just  taken  it  for  granted  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to  overtime,  even  if  the  schedule 
did  say  they  were,  for  the  schedule  was  signed 
only  by  the  general  manager,  and  it  was  the 
superintendent  telling  them  not  to  turn  it  in. 

Since  then  I have  worked  at  a number  of  places 
where  the  average  overtime  would  he  from  two  to 
five  a month,  but  the  telegraphers  never  turned  it 
in.  Upon  being  asked  why,  they  usually  say, 
“Oh,  it’s  so  little,  and  the  dispatcher  usually  lets 
me  off,  and  lots  of  times  he  will  let  me  go  for 
hours  when  there’s  nothing  doing,  and  so  I hate 
to  turn  it  in.”  Now.  how  does  that  sound?  First 
it  is  so  little.  It  may  be  little,  but  if  its  enough 
for  a corporation  earning  millions  to  fight  a com- 
mittee a month  over,  then  surely  its  enough  for  a 
man  working  for  $65  a month  to  take  if  all  he 


has  to  do  is  ask  for  it.  Then  again,  “The  dis- 
patcher is  good  to  me  and  lets  me  off  for  hours 
sometimes  and  I hate  to  turn  it  on  him.”  If  I 
was  dispatcher  and  a telegrapher  would  tell  me 
that,  I would  hit  him,  and  for  a cause.  When 
a dispatcher  lets  a telegrapher  off ' it  is  because 
he  has  no  earthly  use  for  him  during  this  time, 
and  it  is  simply  a personal  favor.  Now,  the 
telegrapher  turns  around  and  tries  to  offer  the 
dispatcher  a little  tip  in  return  by  not  turning 
in  an  hour’s  overtime  now  and  then,  when  the 
dispatcher  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 
It  is  nothing  to  him,  costs  him  nothing  at  all, 
and  the  telegrapher  is  trying  to  tip  the  dispatcher 
just  like  he  would  a porter  on  a sleeping  car. 

This  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  scabbing  on 
the  schedule.  What  is  the  use  of  paying  hundreds 
of  dollars  supporting  a committee  to  secure  a 
schedule  if  we  will  not  help  to  maintain  it?  What 
heart  has  a committee  to  fight  for  something  the 
boys  will  throw  down  and  look  upon  as  not  worthy 
their  notice?  If  my  overtime  was  just  the  price 
of  a postage  stamp  and  I made  only  one  a year, 
I would  turn  it  in  just  as  promptly,  to  show  that 
I appreciated  what  the  committee  had  secured 
and  what  the  company  had  conceded,  if  nothing 
more.  G.  C.  Ruble. 


C.  & N.  W.  Ry. 


Eastern  Nebraska  District — 


Proud  were  we  once  to  serve  the  old  Elkhorn, 
and  many  fond  recollections  have  we  of  the  days 
while  we  helped  her  grow  from  childhood  to 
maturity.  But  lo!  No  matter  what  the  tree,  how- 
tall  or  vast,  its  leaf  must  flutter  to  the  ground 
at  last,  and  our  beloved  Elkhorn  passed  out  of 
existence  to  be  replaced  by  something  better — the 
C.  & N.  W.  Ry. 

The  tale  is  not  yet  told,  keeping  pace  with  the 
advancing  times,  namely,  concentration  of  com- 
mercialism, the  old  South  Platte  District  was 
absorbed  and  consolidated  with  Eastern  District 
and  comes  under  that  very  worthy  and  able  super- 
intendent, Mr.  Reynolds. 

Mr.  Mahanna,  who  for  fifteen  years  has  built 
up  this  district  to  its  present  standard,  passed  in 
his  resignation  and  we  regret  that  we  will  see  him 
no  more.  Chief  dispatcher  Welch  at  present  is 
on  a leave  of  absence,  and  may  not  return.  Mr. 
Mahanna  will  make  his  future  home  at  Reading, 
Pa.  A subscription  has  been  taken  for  the  pur- 
chase of  some  fitting  token  of  regard  for  our  ex- 
superintendent, which  will  be  attended  to  by  the 
local  officers  of  the  O.  R.  T. 

Mr.  Eller,  I presume,  remains  as  telegrapher  at 
York,  as  I “13”  no  other  bids  were  made  for 
this  place. 

Bro.  Feldman,  from  Shickley,  assigned  as  teleg- 
rapher in  general  office  at  Omaha. 

Bro.  Nelson,  of  Stockham,  assigned  to  Shickley. 

At  this  writing,  Stockham.  Cornlea,  and  Scrib- 
ner. nights,  still  open. 

My  suggestion  of  giving  the  local  chairman  no- 
tice of  bids  made  has  been  sanctioned.  All  who 
bid  should  give  their  names  to  him,  this  to  give 
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him  an  idea  how  the  schedule  works  in  this  re- 
spect. 

Actually  some  one  has  been  grave  enough  to 
say  we  ought  to  have  a meeting.  Think  of  it. 
Well,  and  why  not?  Think  about  this  and  if  any 
of  you  can  think  of  any  feasible  plan  whereby 
ten  or  twelve  could  get  together,  hand  it  to  Bro. 
Breeden,  and  no  doubt  arrangements  can  be  made 
with  the  officials  to  attend.  The  section  foremen 
have  had  a number  and  they  bid  fair  to  outstrip 
us  in  this  respect,  salary  included. 

At  this  time  our  schedule  has  been  in  effect 
over  six  months,  and  as  our  committee  with  all 
probability  will  go  in  again  in  December,  we  should 
all  look  over  our  contract  very  closely  and  see 
where  we  can  improve.  After  you  have  your 
ideas  formed,  send  them  to  the  chairman.  Your 
ideas  may  seem  nothing  to  you,  yet  they  are  valu- 
able to  him  in  arriving  at  a conclusion.  I will 
mention  a few  things  for  you  to  think  about: 

Art.  II,  Sec.  i.  Why  not  advance  third  to 
second  or  first  place? 

Art.  V,  Sec.  3.  Reduce  the  established  hours 
to  twelve  or  thirteen  hours. 

Vacation  on  full  pay  for  all  telegraphers  who 
have  served  the  company  continuously  for  a period 
of  years,  and  a -number  of  other  things  to  be 
scheduled  which  now  are  not. 

Bro.  Ransom  tendering  his  resignation,  all  divi- 
sion dues  will  now  be  sent  to  Bro.  L R.  Kempkes, 
who  has  been  duly  elected  to  the  office  of  general 
secretary  and  treasurer  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

Owing  to  the  district  being  enlarged  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  any  one  man  to  do  justice  to  any- 
thing in  the  line  of  write-ups.  Assistance  will 
be  necessary  if  we  wish  to  be  properly  represented.' 

Again,  don’t  forget  to  send  your  journal  to  that 
neighbor  non  of  yours.  Boys,  don’t  stand  out 
any  longer.  Come  in,  but  come  in  to  stay. 

Div.  Cor. 


Gelena  Division — 

Our  regular  meeting  held  at  Dixon,  June  18th, 
was  not  as  well  attended  as  was  hoped  for.  The 
Peoria  line  boys  turned  out  in  a bunch,  but 
those  from  the  Air  Line  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween. 

Brothers,  this  will  never  do.  Wake  up.  We 
all  know  that  it  is  warm  weather,  and  that  the 
lodge  room  is  a poor  place  to  air  ourselves  after 
being  cooped  up  twelve  long  hours,  but  it  is  the 
only  place  to  air  our  thoughts,  the  only  place  to 
discuss  the  many  important  topics  of  the  day. 
Therefore,  I beg  of  each  and  every  brother  to 
put  forth  an  effort  to  get  out  to  those  meetings. 
You  surely  can  stand  the  hardship  for  one  night 
each  month.  You  have  drilled  away  at  your  desk, 
cooped  up  in  your  office  all  night  long  for  the 
company’s  sake  without  extra  compensation,  but 
thanks  be  it,  this  doing  extra  stunts  without  extra 
pay  is  a thing  of  the  past,  and  it  behooves  each 
and  every  member  to  be  up  and  doing.  Make  it 
a point  to  attend  all  meetings,  thereby  keeping  in 
touch  with  every  move,  and  help  to  maintain 
what  we  have  already  gained. 

Do  not  only  look  to  yourself  to  attend  these 
meetings,  but  keep  in  close  touch  with  all  mem- 


bers about  you.  Remind  each  other  now  and  then 
of  the  regular  meeting  at  Dixon  at  8:30  p.  m. 
on  the  third  Saturday  of  each  month,  and  prevail 
upon  each  other  to  attend. 

Our  next  meeting  falls  on  July  16th,  and  it  is 
sincerely  hoped  that  a large  attendance  will  be 
present. 

Nons  are  fast  becoming  scarce.  Since  our  last 
meeting,  Mr.  McDonald,  doing  the  owl  act  at 
Buda  tower,  manifests  his  willingness  to  ride  the 
goat  by  sending  in  his  application  and  the  where- 
with to  complete.  When  you  meet  this  new-made 
brother,  extend  to  him  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, welcoming  him  into  our  ranks. 

Mr.  Friedl,  nights,  “CU,”  Chicago,  promises  to 
don  the  good  old  emblem  July  1st.  Mr.  Peck, 
agent  Rochelle,  also  promises  to  be  with  us  by 
July  1 st. 

On  account  of  reduction  in  force  several  changes 
have  been  made. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Henning,  formerly  days  at  Cortland, 
now  days  at  “YD,”  Dekalb.  Understand  Mr. 
Nelson  is  working  as  night  car  checker  Dekalb. 

Bro.  E.  H.  Lane,  formerly  days  at  Ashton,  now 
the  whole  works  at  Buda.  Can’t  say  where  Mr. 
Enright  went  from  Buda. 

Bro.  Parish,  formerly  days  at  Maple  Park,  now 
agent  at  Speer. 

Bro.  Agnew,  formerly  agent  at  Speer,  now  agent 
at  Hahnaman. 

Bro.  Emmett,  formerly  nights  Franklin,  now 
days  Lafox,  taking  place  of  baggageman. 

Bro.  White,  formerly  nights  Geneva,  now 
nights  at  Wheaton,  relieving  Bro.  Rogers,  who  is 
doing  the  extra  stunt  for  few  weeks,  then  to  take 
his  summer  vacation.  He  is  at  present  doing  the 
owl  act  at  Rochelle,  relieving  Bro.  Foster  for 
few  nights. 

Mr.  Farrell,  formerly  day  ticket  clerk  Geneva, 
now  nights  at  Geneva.  This  change  was  brought 
about  by  the  installing  of  repeaters  at  Geneva. 

Bro.  Murray,  days  at  Geneva,  is  the  whole  works 
now,  selling  tickets  and  attending  those  pesky  re- 
peaters. But  say,  Murray,  we  are  going  to  hold 
you  if  you  don't  do  a little  talking  and  show 
Mr.  Farrell  where  he  is  at. 

Bro.  L.  D.  Agnew.  formerly  nights  at  **WC,” 
Clinton,  now  days  at  Maple  Park. 

Bro.  Longley,  agent  Malta,  still  on  sick  list. 
Hope  to  see  him  out  soon. 

Bro.  Winchester,  days  at  Malta,  now  acting 
agent  Malta. 

I desire  to  say  that  I do  hope  there  will  be 
a correspondent  appointed  at  our  next  regular 
meeting  so  we  can  have  a good  newsy  article  in 
each  month.  Cert.  621. 


Iowa  Division — 

Meeting  was  held  at  Cedar  Rapids  on  the  regular 
date,  the  third  Wednesday  night,  June  15th,  with 
a good  attendance  from  the  East  Iowa  Division. 
Much  good  was  done  in  the  way  of  coming  to  a 
better  understanding  in  all  matters  and  especially 
on  the  matter  of  the  way  grievances  should  be 
handled. 

General  Chairman,  Bro.  Troy,  was  present  and 
gave  a very  interesting  talk  on  the  condition  of 
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affairs  in  general,  and  reports  everything  in  good 
condition  and  that  the  system  is  fast  becoming 
solid  O.  R.  T. 

It  can  only  be  regretted  that  each  and  every 
man  on  the  division  was  not  present  to  get  the 
benefit  that  can  be  obtained  from  these  meetings, 
and  while  the  meetings  on  the  Iowa  Division  are 
well  attended  at  all  times,  there  are  still  some 
that  do  not  attend  that  could  just  as  well  as  not. 

Bro.  F.  G.  Pratt,  formerly  agent  at  Nevada, 
now  representative  of  the  Star  Union  Line  with 
Iowa  as  his  territory,  was  also  present,  and  gave 
a few  pointers.  His  presence  was  much  appreciated 
and  we  hope  Bro.  Pratt  may  meet  with  us  again. 

Many  important  matters  were  brought  up  and 
freely  discussed.  If  you  wish  to  know  what  they 
were,  you  will  be  obliged  to  attend  our  meetings. 
It  will  be  to  your  interest  to  learn  about  these 
matters,  as  they  concern  each  one  of  us.  Meetings 
are  held  at  Cedar  Rapids  each  third  Wednesday 
of  the  month,  at  the  Dows  Block  Room  No.  12. 

At  the  meeting  it  was  unanimously  voted  that 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  of  the  Iowa  Division 
w'ould  in  the  future  be  known  as  the  “Troy 
Lodge.’* 

The  Carroll  meeting  the  evening  of  June  nth 
was  well  attended  and  a very  good  time  was  en- 
joyed by  all  present.  Bro.  I.  B.  Haymond  of  the 
Soo  City  Division,  with  several  of  his  men,  were 
present  and  much  business  was  disposed  of.  More 
could  have  been  present  if  they  would  make  a 
more  strenuous  effort,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
each  and  every  station  Boone  west  could  not 
be  represented  at  these  meetings.  Hope  you  will 
all,  in  future,  make  special  effort  to  be  there. 

Div.  Cor. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  has  re- 
moved from  our  midst  our  beloved  brother,  Harry 
Cahill,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed 
brother,  Division  No.  76,  Order  of  Railroad  Teleg- 
raphers, has  lost  a worthy  member;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved , That  we  extend  to  the  sorrowing  fam- 
ily our  heartfelt  sympathy;  that  a copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  records,  a copy 
forwarded  to  the  bereaved  family  and  a copy  to 
The  Telegrapher  for  publication. 

Wm.  N.  Staley, 

I.  Kempkes, 

B.  G.  Lyman, 

Committee. 

Madison  Division — 

Our  last  effusion  appears  to  have  been  too  late 
for  publication,  for  which  we  beg  your  pardon. 
Will  endeavor  to  get  this  on  time. 

We  are  indebted  to  Bros.  Hansen  and  Briggs 
for  notes  for  the  last  issue. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Ransom,  of  Roscoe,  has  resigned 
his  duties  as  general  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
the  mantle  of  his  office  ha^  fallen  on  Bro.  Ira 


R.  Kempkes,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  who,  we 
predict,  will  make  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 
We  are  sorry  to  lose  Bro.  Ransom,  and  wish  him 
all  success  in  his  new  undertaking.  This  position 
is  no  snap  and  it  behooves  us  all  to  do  what  we 
can  , to  aid  in  getting  the  business  through  in 
good  shape  by  being  prompt  with  dues,  etc.,  and 
seeing  that  it  goes  to  the  right  office,  the  dues  to 
Bro.  Kempkes  and  the  insurance  assessments  to 
Bro.  Quick  at  St.  Louis. 

Business  over  this  pike  has  been  rather  dull, 
and  a portion  of  the  distress  is  felt  by  the  teleg- 
raphers. Some  laid  off,  others  on  extra  list,  and 
some  with  overtime  hours,  etc.,  cut  out.  We  are 
in  hopes  of  a brightening  up  ere  long. 

Bro.  C.  L.  Graves,  Cottage  Grove,  enjoyed  a 
forced  vacation  recently  on  account  of  infectious 
disease  in  his  family.  Bro.  L.  D.  Brown  kept 
things  going  while  Bro.  Graves  was  absent. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Warner  spent  a week  or  so  with 
relatives  in  Barahoo  recently  and  was  relieved  by 
Bro.  Leslie  Brown. 

Bro.  Brown  also  held  forth  as  agent  at  Sullivan, 
while  Bro.  W.  H.  Williamson  fared  forth  to  see 
the  doings  at  the  great  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  Bro. 
Williamson  was  accompanied  by  his  better  half, 
and  they  spent  about  three  weeks  on  the  trip, 
which  was  very  enjoyable. 

The  boys  in  the  dispatcher’s  office  are  enjoying 
their  vacations  during  the  warm  weather.  A.  R. 
Pelmar  is,  with  Mrs.  Pelmar,  doing  the  Fair. 

W.  F.  Copeland,  agent  at  Jefferson  Jet.,  at- 
tended the  convention  at  Madison.  Bro.  Roach 
relieved  him. 

Bro.  “Billy"  Jaehnke,  Jefferson  Jet,  was  also 
off  a few  days,  his  shoes  being  filled  by  Bro.  Art. 
Sayles. 

Bro.  Ed.  F.  Boehm  was  doing  the  cross  line 
work  in  the  dispatcher’s  office,  but  was  cut  out 
when  the  force  was  reduced,  the  work  falling  on 
the  main  line  men.  which  is  rather  a hardship. 
Bro.  Boehm  is  at  present  in  Chadron,  Neb.,  as 
relief  dispatcher. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Burt,  agent  Brooklyn,  is  off  on  a 
several  months’  vacation,  and  Bro.  C.  M.  Hansen 
is  doing  the  proper  thing  at  “BK." 

Bro.  F.  E.  Warner,  Helenville,  is  playing  “bach" 
while  his  family  is  visiting  in  Beloit.  Bro.  Warner 
says  his  only  regret  is  that  he  can’t  make  short- 
cake, and  there’s  lots  of  berries. 

Bro.  C.  F.  Schubert,  of  Helenville,  who  is  now 
working  on  the  North.  Wisconsin  Division,  suffered 
a severe  blow  in  the  loss  of  both  his  parents  in 
a very  short  time,  his  father  dying  about  two 
months  ago  and  his  mother  following  but  a few 
weeks  later.  Bro.  Schubert  has  the  sympathy  of 
the  fraternity  in  his  great  loss. 

Bro.  C.  M.  Cronk  has  taken  Montfort  Station 
by  bulletin,  and  has  moved  his  family  there.  Bro. 
Bentley,  former  day  telegrapher  at  Reedsburg, 
takes  Bro.  Cronk’s  place  at  Ablemans. 

Bro.  C.  G.  Porter,  of  Wonewoc,  was  away 
a few  days  recently,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  L. 
D.  Brown. 

Cert.  376. 
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Ashland  Division — 

Bro.  R.  S.  Murray  has  now  returned  from  his 
vacation  and  is  again  at  his  old  post  at  Antigo, 
days. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Ross  journeyed  to  Chicago  for  a short 
visit  with  relatives,  but  is  now  at  the  old  stand 
at  Tomahawk  Lake. 

Bro.  Nelson,  of  Cedar  Grove,  has  again  resumed 
work. 

We  are  now  pleased  to  add  the  names  of  M.  A. 
Kramer,  Cecil,  Wis.,  Chas.  Eva,  of  Antigo,  and 
W.  E.  Mountain,  of  Crandon,  to  the  long  list  of 
brothers. 

Bro.  McKee  has  been  transferred  from  Marathon 
City  to  Monico  Jet.  as  agent. 

Bro.  Noise  is  doing  relief  work  at  Marathon 
City. 

Bro.  Ziebell,  of  Conover,  has  been  transferred 
to  Eagle  River  as  agent. 

Bro.  Green  has  been  transferred  to  State  Line 
as  agent. 

Understand  Bro.  Maly,  of  Eagle  River,  is  going 
to  leave  us.  Sorry  to  see  you  go  but  we  all  wish 
you  the  best  of  success. 

Bro.  Moeser,  of  Eland  Jet.,  is  enjoying  a well- 
earned  vacation.  We  are  not  advised  as  to  his 
intentions,  but  rumor  has  it — well,  we  do  not 
want  to  give  it  away. 

Bro.  Bryant,  of  Whitcomb,  is  enjoying  a short 
vacation,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Mierswa,  of 
Marion. 

Bro.  Mierswa  has  been  away  for  a short  time 
and  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Pat  Lally,  who  we  hope 
to  call  brother  soon. 

Local  chairman  D.  R.  Hickok  enjoyed  a three 
weeks’  vacation  and  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Gill. 

Bro.  Krumrcy  is  again  on  the  sick  list,  being 
relieved  by  Bro.  Gill. 

Bro.  Case,  of  Tigerton,  is  away  on  a six  weeks’ 
vacation,  being  relieved  by  Mr.  Sharp. 

Understand  Bro.  Cricklayer  has  left  for  better 
fields.  Haven’t  heard  where  he  landed. 

Bro.  McDonald  is  now  located  at  Hurley  as 
agent.  Relieved  at  Watersmeet  by  W.  E.  Marks- 
man, who  we  cannot  call  brother  as  yet. 

Several  positions  have  been  closed,  but  we  hope 
it  is  only  for  a short  time. 

Bro.  Hickok,  of  Embarrass,  has  taken  charge 
of  the  rustic  resort  in  hopes  of  improving  his 
health  during  the  summer. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  for  the  payment  of 
semi-annual  dues  and  we  hope  each  member  will 
make  a special  effort  to  pay  same  promptly.  If 
we  expect  to  be  successful  we  must  keep  our 
membership  intact  and  we  are  satisfied  the  Ash- 
land Division  boys  are  not  the  ones  to  let  their 
division  run  down.  There  are  still  a few  nons 
on  the  division,  but  they  are  being  approached  and 
we  hope  to  soon  have  the  division  solid. 

Cy  Perkins. 


Dakota  Division — 

Our  June  meeting  was  held  on  June  27 tli,  so 
wc  cannot  get  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting, 
as  the  write-up  must  be  in  the  St  Louis  office  not 
later  than  the  26th  of  each  month. 


We  expect  that  there  will  have  been  a large  . 
crowd  present,  as  Bro.  Troy  and  several  outside 
brothers  will  be  present. 

In  June  we  all  received  notices  in  regard  to  our 
semi-annual  dues,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  those 
who  can  do  so  will  remit  to  Bro.  Kempkes  at  once 
and  thus  relieve  that  office  of  much  unnecoessary 
work. 

Bro.  Thomas  Yates,  who  was  formerly  agent  at 
Astoria,  S.  D.,  but  left  service  about  nine  month** 
ago,  came  back  to  us  in  June  and  lost  no  time 
filling  in  his  application  blanks.  He  said  he  had 
to  be  one  of  the  boys.  We  are  all  glad  to  have 
him  in  the  Order  and  also  back  on  the  division. 

Several  of  the  brothers  are  taking  their  vaca- 
tions through  these  hot  days.  Wish  them  all 
pleasant  times. 

Bro.  Clyde  Albright,  of  Carthage,  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  his  hand  smashed  by  an  oil 
barrel  and  was  laid  off  a week.  He  was  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  Stedman,  of  Iroquois. 

Bro.  Estee  relieved  Bro.  Robinson  at  Canova 
during  time  Bro.  Robinson  was  serving  as  wit* 
ness  at  Howard.  He  also  relieved  Mr.  L.  H. 
Jones,  agent,  Huron,  for  short  time. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Stimson,  son  of  Bro.  Stimson,  of 
Iroquois,  relieved  Bro.  Stedman  at  Iroquois, 
nights,  during  his  stay  at  Carthage,  De  Smet 
and  Lake  Preston. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Kelley,  and  trick  man  at  Huron 
“A”  office,  was  off  on  a vacation;  relieved  by  Mr. 
Harry  Jones,  who  fills  the  bill. 

Mr.  Glazer,  agent  Henry,  took  a trip  to  the 
Twin  Cities  to  rest  a while  and  see  the  sights. 
He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  O.  J.  Breen. 

We  recently  received  a letter  from  Bro.  R.  S. 
Cameron,  who  was  night  telegrapher,  baggage- 
man and  call  boy  at  Brookings  prior  to  his 
leaving  this  division.  He  is  up  in  the  northern 
part  of  Minnesota  with  the  D.  & I.  R.  Ry.  He 
first  worked  as  nights  at  Waldo,  a small  block 
tower  out  of  Two  Harbors,  then  he  was  sent  to 
Eveleth,  the  end  of  the  line,  where  he  is  night 
telegrapher  and  yardmaster.  He  says  that  be 
has  a snap  for  $60  per,  the  only  thing  he  kicks 
on  is  the  size  and  number  of  the  mosquitoes. 
He  cannot  smoke  hard  enough  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  office,  so  takes  a pail  of  green  grass 
and  makes  a fire  or  smudge,  which  does  the 
work. 

Bro.  W.  L.  Ford,  of  Lake  Preston,  was  down 
to  Haifa,  la.,  for  a few  days,  to  see  his  father- 
in-law,  who  was  very  sick.  He  was  relieved  by 
Bro.  Stedman. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Erickson,  of  Tyler,  was  at  North- 
ville  couple  of  days  visiting  with  his  parents. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Barbour,  of  Arco,  attended  the 
St.  Louis  Fair  a week  in  June;  relieved  by  Bro. 
T.  Yates. 


Bro.  E.  L.  Crimmins,  days  at  Brookings,  went 
to  the  St.  Louis  Fair  with  the  S.  D.  A.  S. 
Students  in  their  special  train.  He  was  relieved 
by  Bro.  M.  W.  Stedman,  a brother  of  Bro.  F.  D. 
Stedman. 
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- Bro.  Vine,  agent  at  Seaforth,  Minn.  Division, 
was  in  Tyler  to  attend  the  Old  Settlers  Picnic 
June  2 1 st. 

Bro.  L.  J.  Kendall,  nights  at  De  Smet,  attended 
the  St.  Louis  Fair;  relieved  by  Bro.  N.  D. 
Mutter. 

Bro.  C.  VV.  Fuller,  of  Volga,  visited  with  his 
parents  at  Claramont  June  5th. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Dawson,  of  Tyler,  visited  with 
relatives  at  Hitchcock,  S.  D.,  June  18th  and 
19th. 

Bro.  O.  J.  Breen  relieved  agent  at  Raymond 
couple  weeks. 

Bro.  E.  J.  West,  agent  for  the  Rock  Island 
at  Lismore,  Minn.,  called  on  the  office  force  at 
Tyler  while  on  his  way  to  Hendricks,  June  24th. 

Div.  Cor. 


Minnesota  Division — 

Mr.  J.  B.  Carpenter  relieved  local  chairman 
Thomas  at  Eagle  Lake  for  two  days,  while  he 
was  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Dakota  Division 
at  Huron,  May  22nd.  He  reports  a good  meeting, 
well  attended  and  much  enthusiasm  manifested. 

The  open  meeting  at  Mankato  was  well  at- 
tended. Several  brothers  from  the  C.,  St.  P. 
M.  & O.,  C.  G.  W.,  and  C.  M.  & St.  P.,  were  in 
attendance.  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9 
p.  m.  by  local  chairman  E.  J.  Thomas.  Assistant 
general  chairman,  W.  J.  Liddane,  “the  genial, 
German  hot  air  speaker,”  was  called  upon  for 
a speech,  which  was  certainly  delivered  in  a 
manner  to  sustain  his  reputation  and  do  justice 
to  the  occasion.  Bro.  Fogarty,  assistant  general 
chairman  of  the  Omaha  Ry.,  responded  with  a 
very  good  talk.  Several  grievances  were  taken 
up  and  discussed,  and  two  nons  were  lined  up 
after  admitting  that  they  had  seen  the  hand- 
writing on  the  wall.  “Tekel,”  interpreted,  means, 
“Weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting.” 
T.ocal  chairman  Thomas  was  instructed  to  arrange 
with  the  local  chairman  of  the  Omaha,  Milwaukee 
and  C.  G.  W.  for  a joint  meeting  at  Mankato 
Saturday  evening,  July  9th,  after  which  meeting 
adjourned. 

Bro.  Shaw,  of  Rochester,  was  absent  a week 
during  May  making  a visit  in  Duluth  and  north- 
ern part  of  State.  Mr.  Gage,  of  Tracy,  relieved 
him. 

Bro.  Letenman  was  away  for  a week  in  May, 
making  a visit  in  the  southern  part  of  State. 
He  is  decidedly  lonesome  since  his  return,  evi- 
dently he  misses  his  dear  friend.  He  was  re- 
lieved by  Mr.  Skeels.  formerly  agent  at  Douglas. 

Bro.  Crandall,  of  Waseca,  is  still  on  the  sick 
list.  Bro.  Jordan  is  on  the  day  shift.  Mr.  Black, 
formerly  of  Tracy,  is  at  the  post  nights. 

Cert.  2450. 


Oldtown  Division,  No.  11. 

If  any  of  the  brothers  of  this  division  care 
to  know  what  is  going  on,  let  them  write  to  their 
local  correspondent  nearest,  or  to  the  secretary, 
or  chief  telegrapher,  and  they  will  learn  some- 
thing worth  while,  even  if  it  is  not  so  very 


flattering  to  themselves  as  members  of  an  O.  R. 
T.  division. 

There  are  a goodly  lot  of  rumors  afloat,  and 
there  are  some  facts  known  for  certain  that  it 
would  be  well  for  the  members  to  take  a little 
trouble  and  find  out  about.  The  workers  in  this 
division  have  used  up  their  stock  of  patience — 
and  it  was  a good,  long  one — in  trying  to  get 
information  before  the  members,  and  now  they 
feel  like  waiting  to  be  asked,  and  not  risking 
the  “turn-downs”  given  them  in  the  past.  But 
there  is  “something  doing”  just  the  same,  and 
the  brothers  will  do  well,  even  at  this  late  day, 
to  show  some  little  interest  in  the  affairs  of  their 
Order,  beyond  paying  dues  and  see  every  other 
division  in  the  East  pass  them  easily  in  the 
progress  of  the  Order. 

It  will  be  well  for  members  of  the  Order  on 
the  Main  Central  to  get  used  to  the  idea  that 
there  are  now  two  local  divisions  on  the  system, 
although  it  has  not  yet  been  fully  decided  just 
how  the  territory  will  be  divided  between  them. 
To  whichever  one  of  them  members  may  be 
assigned,  one  thing  remains  settled,  and  that  is 
that  we  are  all  O.  R.  T.  men,  and  it  matters 
little  to  what  division  of  the  Order  we  are  at- 
tached. 

Whatever  sentiment  there  may  be  in  belonging 
to  an  old-established  division  that  has  seen  a good 
deal  of  history  in  its  day,  should  be  nothing  before 
the  sentiment  of  union  for  the  general  good, 
whether  that  good  comes  through  one  division 
or  five  if  need  be. 

The  real  thing,  after  all,  is  in  the  membership 
at  large  and  in  what  they  will  do  for  their  Order, 
and  net  so  much  what  this,  that,  or  the  other 
division  does  or  docs  not  do.  The  Order  is  no 
belter  than  its  individual  members,  and  no  more 
progressive  either,  and  it  might  be  a good  plan 
to  start  a little  rivalry  between  old  No.  15  and 
new  No.  95  to  sec  which  will  show  up  the  better 
membership,  in  quality  just  as  much  as  in  quantity. 
Let’s  hear  from  our  members.  1 No.  37. 


Long  Island  Railroad. 


Bro.  S.  S.  Saoy,  Skillman  Ave.  days,  goes  to 
West  End  trestle  days  for  summer.  “Chop” 
will  be  a credit  to  the  end  of  our  four-track  sys 
tern. 

Bro.  Kelly,  at  Winfield  nights,  goes  to  Skill- 
man  Ave. 

Bro.  Fred  Rausclie,  nights  at  Main  Street. 
Flushing,  made  a flying  trip  to  North  Beach 
Tuesday;  reports  having  a large  time. 

Bro.  O’Connell,  agent  Whitestone.  is  very  busy 
handling  spars  for  the  Hollow  Spar  Co. 

Bro.  Jake  Wild,  agent  at  College  Point,  is  heard 
quite  often  of  late,  saying  “GN,”  “DR”  to  a 
certain  operator  in  195  Broadway.  Look  out, 
“JA,”  this  is  leap  year,  and  what  will  all  the 
others  do? 


Bro.  K.  P.  Newcomb  goes  to  Chestnut  Street 
Jet.  for  summer.  A good  man  in  a warm  place. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Liscombe,  agent  at  Peconic,  has 
been  on  a three  weeks’  vacation,  and  reports  a 
very  pleasant  trip;  relieved  by  Bro. ' Winters. 
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Bro.  Schuster,  agent  at  Whitestone  Landing, 
was  out  to  our  last  meeting.  Come  again,  “CB.” 
Wc  are  always  glad  to  see  you. 

Bro.  Jack  Burt,  at  Great  Neck,  is  the  happiest 
man  on  the  pike  and  has  money  in  his  jeans 
to  prove  it,  i.  e.,  a little  boy  has  come  to  gladden 
'his  home.  Congratulations,  “RU.” 

Bro.  Jim  Rodgers,  nights,  Whitestone  Landing, 
is  quite  attached  to  the  telephone.  I wonder  who 
is  on  the  other  end?  Don’t  any  of  you  fellows 
butt  in,  though. 

Bro.  Geo.  Turner,  days  at  Manhattan  Beach 
Jet.,  made  a flying  trip  to  Whitestone  last  Monday 
evening.  He  carried  a little  square  box;  looked 
like  a box  of  Huylcr’s  best.  We  all  smoke,  “G.” 

Bro.  D.  Filby,  agent  Little  Neck,  says  there 
isn’t  any  more  Little  Neck  clams.  Don’t  blame 
the  clams  for  leaving  Little  Neck,  though. 

Bro.  and  Mrs.  O.  A.  Hudson  spent  two  weeks 
in  Penn,  and  Delaware.  “JS”  had  seed  in  his 
shoe  strings  when  he  returned.  They  were  straw- 
berry seed,  though. 

Bro.  £.  F.  Grove,  signalman.  Floral  Park, 
nights,  is  receiving  quite  a large  mail.  What’s 
it  all  about,  Ed? 

Bro.  Leonard  made  his  usual  attack  on  the 
free  lunch  counter  last  meeting  night,  followed 
closely  by  Bro.  Scully,  who  ate  up  all  the  onions 
in  sight. 

Bro.  W.  N.  Grove  was  successful  applicant  for 
position  at  Blissville,  days.  This  is  a promotion 
for  Bro.  Grove. 

Bro.  C.  S.  Denelsbeck,  and  trick  at  Woodside 
Jet.,  spent  ten  days  in  Jersey  fighting  skeeters; 
relieved  by  Bro.  Donovan. 

The  1 1 6th  Annual  Clam  Bake  of  the  C.  M. 
Scully  Association  takes  place  next  Wednesday 
p.  m.  Bro.  Scully  is  the  most  accommodating 
agent  on  the  North  Shore.  If  you  don’t  believe 
it  give  him  a call  and  ask  for  change  of  a ten, 
and  if  be  don’t  turn  his  safe  inside  out  I’ll 
give  up. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Vandusen,  of  Division  37,  fills 
vacancy  at  Elmhurst  nights,  and  has  asked  for 
a transfer.  Welcome,  brother. 

Bro.  Jake  Thuma  is  again  with  us  and  working 
at  Brushville  nights.  Glad  to  welcome  you  back 
Jake. 

Bro.  Kremp,  agent  Woodside,  is  the  busiest 
man  on  the  road  Sunday  nights. 

Bro.  Leahy,  assistant  agent  Corona,  is  very 
busy  nowadays  giving  the  young  lady  at  the 
Central  'phone  office  the  time.  What’s  the  matter 
with  their  clock  down  there.  Bill? 

Bro.  Coons  has  gone  to  Emmens  Ave.,  Man- 
hattan Beach,  for  the  summer.  This  is  the 
heaviest  tower  on  the  pike  for  its  size. 

The  largest  tower  in  the  world  is  being  erected 
in  L.  I.  City  passenger  yard;  four  stories  high. 
Wonder  who  will  be  the  successful  applicants  for 
these  vacancies? 

Bro.  A.  S.  Wells,  agent  at  Stony  Brook,  is 
coming  in  for  his  share  of  the  summer  work, 
but  he  is  not  afraid  of  it.  Always  a regular 
attendant  at  meetings. 


Bro.  Frank  Webb,  nights  at  Woodhaven  Jet., 
is  doing  the  day  work  there,  while  Bro.  Abrams 
is  off  account  abscess  on  his  arm. 

Bro.  F.  W.  Conklin  has  resumed  duty  at  Deer 
Park  after  a long  illness  and  operation  for  ap- 
pendicitis. Glad  to  see  you  back,  brother. 

Bro.  Edwards,  agent  at  Ronkokomo,  is  very 
busy  with  the  summer  celery  at  that  place,  but 
they  can’t  worry  him. 

The  new  electrical  (24  lever)  machine  at  Ozone 
Park  will  go  in  service  in  a day  or  two.  This  is 
a very  warm  joint  in  summer. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Warlow  elected  himself  leader  of  a 
crowd — one  sister  and  17  brothers  to  pilot  them 
to  our  hall  in  Flushing.  He  found  he  had  10 
cents  over  enough  for  trolley  fare  and  invested 
it  in  peanuts  and  insisted  on  treating  the  crowd, 
but  several  did  not  get  any. 

Any  brother  wishing  some  game  stock  can  get 
same  from  Bro.  Leonard  at  Floral  Park.  He  has 
chickens  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions.  Give  him 
a call. 

Extra  agent,  Bro.  J.  J.  Fitzgerald,  is  at  Man- 
hattan Beach  for  the  summer.  A swell  job,  swell 
hours  and  a swell  man  holding  it. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Rodman,  of  N.  P.  Division,  is  now 
with  this  company  and  promises  to  send  in  his 
card  for  a transfer. 

Bro.  T.  F.  McGuire,  owl  at  Penny  Bridge,  goes 
in  dispatcher’s  office  for  summer.  Tom  is  O.  K. 

Bro.  G.  A.  Swain  has  accepted  a position  with 
this  road  and  can  be  located  in  president’s  office. 

Bro.  T.  P.  McGovern,  at  Rockaway  Jet.,  nights, 
is  having  the  time  of  his  life  keeping  the  boys 
east  posted  on  the  early  freights.  “KA.” 


Mexican  Central  Ry. 

Queridos  hermanos: 

Hasta  hoy  parece  que  hemos  seguido  abanzando 
en  la  preciosa  senda  del  progueso,  que  tanto  am- 
bicionamos;  con  bastante  placer  he  visto  que,  las 
Divisiones  de  San  Luis,  Monterrey  y Chihuahua 
estan  ya  por  decirlo  asi  casi  organ izadas,  son 
ya  muy  raros  los  companeros  que  faltan  que 
organizar  en  estas  3 divisiones. 

Debemos  tomar  un  especial  empeno  que  todos 
nuestros  companeros-o-la  mayoria  de  ellos,  esten 
al  corriente  de  las  cosas  mas  ecenciales  de  nuestra 
sociedad,  pues  Hay  muchos  que  ignoran  por  com- 
pleto  hasta  lo  mas  indispensable,  como  es  bacer 
sus  pagos  a St.  Louis  Ect,  creo  que  procurando 
proporcionar  los  datos  mas  indipensables,  a los 
que  de  ellos  carescan,  caminariamos  mejor,  porque 
entoces  no  se  les  presentara  ninguna  dificultal  a 
los  nuevos  miembros,  por  que  faltandoles  las  prin- 
cipales  nociones  daria  por  resultado  que  llegaria 
dia  en  que  tendrian  que  expulzarlos  de  la  orden 
per  falta  de  puntualidad  en  sus  pagos  o por 
no  Hacerlos,  y que  triste  seria  que  despues  de 
tanto  afan  y tanto  trabajo  como  ha  costado  para 
la  union  de  una  mitad  de  los  telcgrafistas  Mex- 
icanos,  turieramos  que  volver  a trabajar  de  nuevo 
para  volver  hacer  lo  que  ya  tenemos  hecho: 

Tambien  creo  de  importancia  el  que  se  estab- 
leciera  en  este  ferrorro-carril  una  division  pues 
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habcnios  cl  numero  dc  miembros  suficiente  quc 
para  esto  sc  requiere,  y mismo  tiempo  decearia 
quc  nucstro  hcrmo  acosta  cn  “RQ”  tomara  este 
asunto,  para  quc  pronto  se  establcciera  csta 
division. 

Trabajcmos  pues  por  la  propagacion  de  nucstra 
ordcn,  y muy  pronto  vercmos  dcsaparcccr  esos 
raquiticos  sueldos  quc  Hasta  hoy  sc  nos  estan 
pagando. 

De  uds  atto  co.  y Hno. 

Cert.  8oj.2. 


Internaclonal  Mexicano. 

Falta  union  y sobran  chicharos. 

Son  verdaderamente  injustos  los  sueldos  con 
que  son  retribuidos  los  servicios  del  telegrafista 
en  Mexico,  no  obedeciendo  a otra  causa  que  a la 
falta  de  union.  Una  de  las  mas  grandes  empresas 
Ferrocarrileras  tiene  un  gran  numero  de  oficinas 
pagadas  por  mezquinos  sueldos;  pues  solo  son 
$45  pesos  (y  todavia  tendiendo  a decrecerlos 
segun  se  deja  ver  por  las  disposiciones  de  la 
empresa)  pues  se  expiden  circulares  ordenando 
a los  empleados  (asi;  ordenando);  inquiran  si 
alguicn  de  las  rancherias  cercanos  a sus  oficinas 
desea  dedicarse  al  arte  de  la  telegrafia,  ala  vez 
que  proporcionarles  todos  los  medios  para  cl 
aprendizaje,  y dedicarse  eficazraentc  a la  ensenanza 
Bravo  por  la  compania!  Por  que  se  les  habra 
pasado  ordenar  que  el  agente  tambien  les  suministre 
la  asistencia  gratuita?  Esto  les  falta  part  coronar 
cl  exito.  Empero;  triste  es  decirlo;  y me  con- 
tristan  noticias  tan  amargas;  se  de  fuente  fidedigna 
que  en  cstaciones  pequenas  viene  el  ranchero  a 
proponer  el  chicharo  y le  dan  cahida  de  buen 
grado  los  companeros  (?)  so  pretexto  de  uo 
cstar  solitos.  Yo  no  me  atrevo  a decir  que  sea 
o no  veridico  el  pretexto;  o cumplimentando  las 
instrucciones  de  la  Cia  Pero  si  digo  que  es  triste 
y degradante  cste  proccder;  puesto  que  nada 
oculto  es  que  el  chicharo;  y solo  cl  chicharo; 
es  a quien  sc  debe  lo  pesimo  de  nuestra  condicion, 
lo  mal  retribuido  dc  nuestro  servicio;  y cn  ema 
palabra;  a quel  el  digno  y honrado  empleado  sea 
destituido;  por  quc;  no  impuesto  como  el  chicharo 
a bajar  la  cerviz  por  necedades  de  jefesuchos; 
razona  y reclama  justicia  (que  munca  la  hoy 
para  el)  y solo  por  este  hecho  es  • destituido  por 
instibordinacion.  Es  esto  justo  senores  trasgres- 
ores?  No  vcn  cl  perjuicio  que  nos  siguen,  y el 
individual  que  se  seguiran?  Como  podremos 
hacernos  pagar  justamente  nuestro  trabajo;  cuandc 
falta  union,  sobran  chicharos,  y se  ha  contribuido 
cor  la  propagacion  a empeorar  nuestra  condicion? 
Causa  indignacion  cualquiera  que  sea  el  movil 
de  aceptar  al  chicharo;  y por  mi  parte;  aun  a 
costa  de  cncmistadcs  me  propongo  delatar  al  quc 
tal  haga.  Que  importa  que  no  scan  de  union? 
Acaso  los  que  lo  somos  no  trabajamos  en  pro 
de  todos?  Por  que  no  contribuir  no  admiticndo 
esa  plaga  azote  de  nuestra  condicion?  Que  triste 
es  scr  ajusticiado  en  cl  cadalso  que  uno  se 
levanta!  Y que  triste  condicion  si  nos  falta 
nervio!  Mas  (perdonese  mi  inmodestia) ; los  que 
somos  amontes  de  la  equidad;  tendremos  el  valor 


civil  para  luchar  abiertamentc  contra  toda  funesta 
determinacion  como  la  que  no  hace  mucho  dio 
el  supt.  de  esa  empresa,  que  a todas  luces  nos 
perjudican;  velarcmos  con  celo  por  cl  cumpli 
mien  to  de  nuestro  estatuto,  haremos  guerra  sin 
cuartel  al  chichariaje,  nos  negarmos  rotundamente 
a la  propagacion  del  arte,  procuraremos  levantarlo 
y cnnoblecerlo,  y contribuircmos  con  nuestro 
contingente  para  el  engrandecimiento  de  nuestra 
corporacion  en  Mexico;  y asi;  no  lo  dudo;  veremos 
inejorada  nuestra  condicion  social  y pecuniaria, 
proclamando  la  justicia  de  nuestros  sueldos.  Entre 
tanto;  chicharo  nocivo;  yo  me  propongo  ser  tu 
fiagelador  constante  y ocuparme  de  tu  impunidad. 

Cert.  71. 


New  Rochelle  Division,  No.  37. 


Benj.  Pollard,  engineer  on  one  of  the  Port 
Chester  locals,  has  resigned  his  position  and  set- 
tled down  on  his  farm,  located  at  New  Canaan, 
Conn.  Ben.  says  he  will  be  sure  to  plant  his 
tators  and  beans  with  the  eyes  up,  and  not  have 
them  grow  down,  as  they  for  the  man  at  Naugy 
Junction. 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.  have  opened 
a new  office  on  Main  street,  in  New  Rochelle, 
managed  by  Miss  Martha  Brown,  assisted  by 
Miss  Hamm  (no  reflections  upon  her  capability, 
as  she  is  Hamm  by  name  only),  of  New  Haven. 
This  will  lessen  the  duties  somewhat  of  the  genial 
telegrapher  at  the  station,  as  his  office  will  now 
be  a test  and  sending  office  only. 

One  of  our  worthy  owls  awakening  from  a 
sound  slumber  (by  what  he  imagined  to  be  a shrill 
blast  of  a locomotive  whistle)  soundly  berated 
his  assistant  for  throwing  the  signal  in  front  of 
the  “pick  up,”  which  had  left  his  tower  forty-five 
minutes  before.  The  owl  hastily  wrote  out  a 
clearance  card  and  started  his  assistant  down  the 
track  on  a run  to  card  the  train.  Thirty  minutes 
later  the  assistant  returned,  remarking  that  he 
searched  faithfully  and  thoroughly,  but  could  find 
no  train.  Upon  investigation  the  owl  found  the 
train  was  down  on  the  Harlem  Branch.  Both 
are  wondering  who  the  laugh  is  on. 

E.  S.  Marsh  transferred  from  Branchville  to 
Bartow  Station,  vice  C.  A.  Crouch,  resigned. 

W.  B.  Sinclair  is  away  enjoying  a week’s  vaca- 
tion, at  his  old  home  in  New  Jersey.  Bill,  don't 
bring  any  skeeters  or  Jersey  lightning  back  with 
you.  His  side  partners  are  doubling  up,  so  there 
will  be  no  time  lost. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Langdon  and  wife  spent  a few  days 
at  their  old  home  in  the  Highlands. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Raser,  our  genial  second  trick  dis- 
patcher. spent  two  weeks’  vacation  camping  at 
Rye  Lake.  Bill  reports  very  good  camping,  but 
very  poor  fishing. 

Bro.  W.  O.  Craft,  second  trick  dispatcher,  and 
wife,  are  spending  their  two  weeks’  vacation  at 
Provincetown,  Mass. 

E.  M.  Swan,  at  Forty-second  street,  is  filling  the 
position  of  examiner  while  the  regular  incumbent 
is  enjoving  bis  vacation,  Swan’s  place  being  filled 
by  Fred.  Reuhtmeycr  from  Harlem  River.  Reicht 


meyer’s  place  hemj^  tilled  by  Bro.  Crowley 
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Bro.  John  French  transferred  from  ‘'MV” 
Tower  74  to  ”SQ”  Tower  76,  Bro.  Jones  to 
Tower  74.  Div.  Cor. 


Providence  Division,  No.  35. 

Oh,  dear,  here  I am  expected  to  write  up  the 
June  meeting  of  Division  35,  held  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  our  glorious 
Order,  and  for  a man  with  his  digestive  ap- 
paratus all  cross-circuited  and  fuses  burnt  out 
through  trying  to  make  a record  in  the  gastro- 
nomic field  equal  to  that  of  the  long,  lean  epi- 
curean experts,  of  which  the  division  is  famous, 
it  is  a task  that  would  appear  impossible  to  one 
more  gifted  that  I in  the  literary  field.  I have 
my  instructions  and  must  obey  or  suffer  the 
penalty  of  being  muzzled  and  tied  to  a post  at  our 
next  spread,  a punishment  that  would  surely  be 
heartbreaking  to  one  of  my  sensitive  temperament 
and  delicate  appetite. 

The  meeting  was  certainly  a success,  and  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  speakers  were  all  at 
their  best,  while  the  musical  part  of  the  pro- 
gram, both  vocal  and  instrumental,  was  above 
criticism,  if  the  applause  that  each  and  every  act 
brought  forth  is  any  criterion. 

The  brothers  who  had  charge  of  arranging  the 
entertainment  have  every  cause  to  feel  proud 
of  their  efforts,  and  deserve  the  moat  hearty 
thanks  of  the  division. 

Bro.  Wood’s  remarks  upon  the  growth  of  the 
Order  in  general,  from  its  inception  up  to  the 
present  time,  showing  the  strength  both  financially 
and  in  membership,  was  a great  surprise  to  many 
of  those  present  who  had  not  kept  themselves 
posted  upon  its  growth.  It  gave  the  nons  present 
food  for  reflection  for  some  time  to  come,  which 
cannot  but  result  in  good  to  the  Order  and  them- 
selves if  they  but  fo^ow  the  course  which  Bro. 
Wood  so  ably  and  clearly  pointed  out.  His  clos- 
ing remarks,  showing  the  struggle  of  the  few 
loyal  brothers  of  the  old  Providence  Division 
to  keep  alive  the  principles  of  O.  R.  T.-isra  in 
New  England,  and  with  what  bulldog  tenacity 
they  clung  to  the  determination  to  organize  the 
system  under  the  banner  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and 
secure  for  our  profession  the  same  privileges 
which  the  brothers  were  receiving  throughout  the 
country,  was  pleasing  to  say  the  least  to  members 
of  that  band  who  were  present. 

I am  not  claiming  that  the  Order  would  never 
have  secured  a foothold  in  New  England  if  those 
brothers  had  given  up  the  fight.  Far  from  it.  It 
was  bound  to  come;  nothing  could  have  stopped  it; 
but  nevertheless  we  can  not  but  help  experienc- 
ing a glow  of  pride  whenever  we  think  that  we 
have  never  harbored  a doubt  against  our  beloved 
Order,  or  the  outcome  of  what  we  were  work- 
ing for,  for  we  believed  the  principles  were  sound 
and  just,  and  we  had  faith  in  it. 

The  general  chairman,  Bro.  Wright,  was  the 
next  speaker,  and  his  remarks  were  as  ever  always 
to  the  point.  The  brothers  upon  this  system  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  fact  of  having 
in  our  general  chairman  an  earnest,  conscientious, 
enthusiastic  and  indefatigable  worker  in  the  cause, 


and  the  information  he  brought  to  us  caused  the 
pulse  to  quicken  and  the  eyes  to  sparkle  in  many 
a brother  present 

The  knowledge  that  our  labors  had  not  been 
in  vain,  that  our  hopes  and  longings  were  about 
to  be  realized,  gave  an  added  zest  to  the  enter- 
tainment, making  it  a jollification  meeting  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

Bro.  Wright,  you  are  welcome  whenever  you 
come,  for  you  invariably  cheer  us  up.  Remember 
our  meetings  are  the  third  Saturday  night  of 
each  month,  up  the  marble  stairway. 

After  listening  to  the  arguments  of  Organizer 
Bro.  Sohner,  it  is  no  longer  a mystery  why  he 
brings  in  the  large  number  of  applications  he 
does.  As  an  expounder  of  solid  O.  R.  T.  facts, 
concise  to  a point,  clear  cut  and  indisputable  facts 
which  can  not  be  controverted,  Bro.  Sohner  is 
commended  to  all.  My  only  regret  is  I am  un- 
able to  report  him  verbatim  for  the  benefit  of 
those  brothers  who  were  unable  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

Bro.  Terry,  of  New  Haven  Division,  gave  one 
of  his  characteristic  addresses  for  which  he  is 
famous.  All  who  listened  to  him  were  struck 
by  his  arguments,  replete  in  points  of  interest, 
powerful  in  its  logic,  forcible  in  its  delivery 
and  plain  of  comprehension. 

It  certainly  does  appear  9trange  that  so  many 
of  the  telegraphers  upon  this  road  are  so  per- 
sistent in  remaining  out  of  the  Order,  at  the 
same  time  acknowledging  that  the  Order  is  a good 
thing,  and  the  only  salvation  for  them.  They 
do  not  seem  to  grasp  the  fact  that  the  O.  R.  T. 
upon  any  road  is  just  what  they  themselves  make 
it.  That  the  men  upon  one  road  have  no  direct 
influence  towards  changing  the  conditions  of 
those  employed  upon  a different  road,  and  that 
any  amelioration  of  their  conditions  must  come 
through  their  own  endeavors. 

We  also  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  that 
old-time  friend.  Mr.  M.  T.  Reynolds.  The  many 
friends  01  “Marsh”  were  glad  to  see  him,  and 
all  wish  to  again  see  him  in  harness. 


Notes  of  the  Meeting — 

Warm! 

No,  I guess  not. 

The  old  hall  was  full  for  once. 

One  of  the  most  enthusiastic  meetings  ever 
held  by  Division  35. 

One  hundred  present,  thirty-five  new  members, 
several  applications,  and  a great  many  more  com- 
ing. 

The  fat  men  were,  despite  the  sultry  weather, 
very  much  in  evidence.  To  their  credit,  be  it 
said,  they  stayed  manfully  until  the  last  gun. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  on  refreshments 
are  due  Bro.  Ray  for  choosing  a seat  near  the 
door.  Its  no  cinch  to  keep  the  genial  Thomas 
going  when  he's  any  distance  from  the  base  of 
supplies. 

The  brothers  who  were  with  Bro.  Terry  in  St. 
Louis,  and  who  remember  his  voyages  of  ex- 
ploration Und  discovery,  may,  perhaps,  be  in- 
terested to  learn  that  he  promptly  got  lost  on  his 
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arrival  in  Providence.  Several  of  the  boys  learn- 
ing that  he  was  in  town,  started  a search  for  him, 
but  it  was  of  course  fruitless.  He  wandered  into 
the  division  room  about  8:30,  but  couldn’t  tell 
where  he  had  been.  His  only  regret  was  that 
“Doc”  Manion  wasn’t  along. 

Bro.  Wood’s  pinks  added  greatly  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  gathering,  although  it  was  a pretty 
good-looking  crowd  without  decorations. 


IVilliniantic  Branch — 

Bro.  Jos.  Devlin,  Cranston,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  agency  at  Nayatt,  the  vacancy  at  Cranston 
being  filled  by  Mr.  Thos.  J.  McDermott  from  the 
Providence  Division. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Bird,  agent  at  Oneco,  has  resigned, 
and  has  been  succeeded  by  Bro.  Henry  Barber. 
Vacancy  at  Washington  filled  by  Mr.  Albert  A. 
Lewis,  from  the  Maine  Central. 

Walter  Lewis,  of  Moosup  Ct.,  transferred  to 
a similar  position  at  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  W'orcester 
Division.  Mr.  H.  C.  Layfield,  late  of  the  P.  R.  R. 
goes  to  Moosup.  Div.  Coa. 


Philadelphia  Division  No.  4. 

We  have  been  searching  the  columns  of  our 
journal  for  the  past  few  months  for  news  from 
No.  4,  having  become  accustomed  to  reading  good 
articles  regularly  each  month  since  “Teddy” 
wielded  the  quill.  Upon  making  inquiry,  however, 
we  learn  with  much  regret  that  "Teddy’s”  term 
as  official  scribe  of  Division  No.  4 has  expired. 
This  is  a loss  which  1 regret  to  say  can  not  be 
filled  by  your  new  correspondent,  but  with  tne 
assistance  of  the  boys  along  the  line,  we  will  en- 
deavor to  give  you  at  least  a small  monthly  write- 
up of  what  news  can  be  gathered. 

Would  like  to  see  some  of  Division  4 boys 
take  up  the  annual  pass  question  for  discussion 
in  these  columns.  In  fact,  let  all  brothers  say 
something  along  this  line.  Adopt  the  Japs’  motto, 
after  some  discussion  try  action.  The  transporta- 
tion question  is  one  of  long  standing,  yet  ever 
new,  perhaps,  principally  because  very  little  ac- 
tion or  progress  has  ever  been  made  towards 
securing  concessions  from  those  in  authority  to 
grant  same. 

Who  will  be  the  first  to  give  us  9ome  enlighten- 
ment on  the  subject? 

Bro.  Reid,  “H”  tower,  while  in  Philadelphia 
recently,  purchased  for  Armstrong,  his  day  man, 
the  latest  sending  device,  known  as  the  Martin 
autoplex,  and  they  inform  us  that  it  is  quite  an 
invention,  and  the  Morse  it  delivers  will  carry 
around  the  world. 

Bro.  B.  A.  Lichty,  first  trick  "D,”  who  has 
been  ill  for  the  past  year,  when  about  ready  to 
resume  duty,  was  again  suddenly  stricken  with 
his  old  sickness,  and  is  confined  to  his  bed,  and 
we  regret  to  say  will  be  compelled  to  undergo 
an  operation. 

“Rti.  block  station  has  been  abandoned  re- 
cently, and  Bro.  Gladfelter,  days  there,  has,  up 
to  this  time,  not  decided  what  position  of  those 
offered  him,  to  accept.  It  was  rumored  several 


other  block  stations  would  be  closed  soon,  but 
we  do  not  believe  such  to  be  the  case. 

Bro.  Reynolds,  last  trick  “UM,”  has  been  off 
duty  several  weeks  on  account  of  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  his  wife.  Our  sympathies  are  with  Bro. 
Reynolds,  who  was  only  married  a short  time  ago, 
and  after  an  extended  Eastern  trip  had  just  re- 
turned to  their  new  and  beautifully  furnished 
home  in  Marietta,  when  this  unexpected  sorrow 
appeared.  La9t  reports  Mrs.  R.  is  doing  very 
well,  and  her  speedy  recovery  is  looked  for. 

Extra  telegrapher  J.  M.  Ault,  working  last 
trick  “CD”  for  some  time,  expects  to  wear  the 
button  very  soon.  “J”  is  one  of  the  boys  made 
of  the  right  kind  of  material,  and  although  an 
extra  on  the  P.  R.  R.,  he  is  a telegrapher  of 
considerable  experience,  having  worked  on  the 
P.  & R.  and  L.  V.  R.  R.  for  ten  years.  He 
holds  “CD”  down  without  apparent  effort. 

N.  E.  Stoner,  extra  telegrapher,  has  sent 
the  necessary,  and  we  can  now  affix  the  prefix 
Bro.  to  his  name.  Another  good  man  added  to 
the  good  cause. 

Old  “NZ”  tower  has  been  closed,  and  new 
"NZ”  interlocking  tower  opened  just  east  of 
Bird-in-Hand  Station.  There  is  a 34-lever  inter- 
locking machine  governing  the  tracks.  Accord- 
ing to  the  new  ruling  all  three  tricks  will  be 
advertised  and  we  predict  quite  a scramble  for 
the  plums. 

There  has  been  considerable  discussion  lately  in 
regard  to  establishing  a local  division  at  Lancas- 
ter, Pa.  This  should  receive  the  support  of  all 
the  west  end  boys.  The  rapidly  increasing  mem- 
bership warrants  such  a move. 

It  takes  all  kinds  of  men  to  make  a world,  and 
we  have  them  in  our  profession.  A telegrapher 
wno  is  an  ex-member  of  our  Order,  and  working 
near*  Harrisburg,  after  securing  a day  position, 
suddenly  decided  he  did  not  need  the  O.  R.  T. 
in  his  business,  he  now  being  fixed  for  ule, 
dropped  out,  and  is  busy  teaching  students.  Re- 
member this,  boys,  for  it  is  worth  remembering. 

\Yc  learn  from  good  authority  that  the  ex-O.  R. 
T.  man  previously  referred  to  as  teaching  a 
student,  claims  he  left  the  Oraer  because  it  never 
benefited  him.  You  can  draw  your  own  conclu- 
sions as  to  this  man’s  intelligence  from  such  a 
statement.  The  question  arises.  Did  we  really 
lose  much?  liis  remuneration  for  teaching  tnis 
student  consists  of  a second-hand  phonograph. 
Musically  inclined,  eh? 

There  are  several  extra  men  hailing  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  Conewago  Hills,  and  another  from 
Collins  who  take  the  prize  for  impudence  on  the 
wire,  and  dilatory  service  in  general.  Not  only 
do  these  men  make  life  miserable  for  the  teleg- 
raphers on  block  wire,  but  do  not  hesitate  to  make 
all  kinds  of  insulting  remarks  to  the  train  dis- 
patchers on  the  train  wires.  Such  conduct  is  de- 
nounced by  telegraphers  who  have  the  interests 
of  the  company  at  heart,  and  we  believe  if  our 
division  operator  karns  of  this  there  may  be  a 
day  of  reckoning  in  store  for  them. 

Bro.  Reid,  “H”  nights,  has  left  for  the  World’s 
Bair,  St.  Louis,  and  expects  to  remain  several 
weeks.  Here’s  wishing  him  a pleasant  trip.  Let 
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it  be  known  that  Bro.  Reid  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  most  wideawake  owl  on  the  main 
line.  Always  there  on  first  call. 

Owing  to  the  retrenchment  orders  of  the  P. 
R.  R.,  many  of  the  boys  of  the  Philadelphia  Di- 
vision are  a bit  uneasy.  "NG,”  Villa  Nova,  three- 
trick  office,  has  been  closed.  Also  rumors  of  con- 
solidating “ES”  and  “CG”  towers. 

Annual. 


Capital  Division,  No.  60. 

Brothers,  I have  run  entirely  out  of  news,  and 
no  one  ever  sends  me  any.  So  if  you  do  not  see 
anything  from  Capitol  division  in  The  Telegra- 
pher, you  can  not  blame  any  one  but  yourself. 
Everybody  is  busy,  none  trying  to  see  who  can 
sell  the  most  tickets  for  our  excursion.  Think 
Bro  Ober  is  running  way  ahead  of  his  opponents. 

The  most  important  thing  to  call  your  attention 
to  is  your  dues.  They  are  due  June  30,  and  1 
think  every  brother  should  make  an  extra  effort 
to  pay  his  dues  July  pay  day  at  the  latest.  Wc 
all  can  do  this  if  we  just  make  up  our  minds. 
I notice  some  brothers  of  this  division  make  it  a 
practice  of  waiting  until  the  last  month  of  each 
term  before  paying  up,  and  are  never  up  to  date. 

I don’t  sec  where  you  save  anything  by  it  If 
you  intend  to  pay  your  dues  at  all,  why  not  pay 
them  first  as  well  as  last,  and  be  up  to  date? 
You  don’t  save  anything  by  waiting  until  the  last 
horn  blows.  So  let  every  one  try  and  pay  their 
dues  next  pay  day. 

Also  want  to  call  your  attention  to  our  next 
meeting,  which  is  the  night  after  our  excursion, 
and  we  want  a large  turnout.  We  have  some 
very  important  business  on  hand,  and  every  one 
should  be  present.  Try  and  see  if  you  can  not 
bring  some  non  in  the  fold  next  meeting  night. 

I) iv.  Cor. 


Baltimore  Division,  No.  17. 

Baltimore  Division  No.  17  is  constantly  spread- 
ing her  wings.  We  have  had  our  representatives 
call  on  the  O.  R.  T.  headquarters.  Bro.  N.  B. 
Curry  is  at  this  time  taking  in  the  World’s  Fair, 
while  Bros.  Wise  & Skinner  are  holding  down 
Bayview. 

Bro.  O.  L.  Bailey  and  his  better  half  have  just 
returned  from  a visit  to  Joplin,  Mo.,  where  they 
called  upon  an  old-time  telegrapher  of  the  N.  C. 
& P.  B.  & W.,  Mr.  C.  W.  McAbec,  who  we  are 
happy  to  state,  has  become  a very  prosperous  zinc 
and  lead  miner. 

During  the  last  few  days  a regular  cyclone  has 
invaded  the  ranks  of  the  telegraphers  on  the 
Baltimore  Division  of  the  N.  C.  R.  R.  Four  block 
offices  have  been  closed,  and  thus  a number  of 
our  brothers  are  confronted  with  the  thought, 
where  will  we  be  next  located? 

The  telegraphers  on  the  W.  M.  R.  R.  are  mak- 
ing rapid  strides,  and  with  a few  more  hustlers 
like  Bro.  Koons,  Division  No.  17,  will  soon  have 
another  solid  O.  R.  T.  line  from  Baltimore  to 
Harrisburg.  It  should  be  thus,  brothers,  for  the 
nons  on  the  Wabash. 


We  are  glad  to  note  the  onward  step  of  our 
chief  telegrapher,  Bro.  T.  S.  Shamberger,  who 
has  been  promoted,  and  is  now  located  at  Canton, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  N.  C.  R.  R.  Thad,  we  say  well 
done.  May  you  continue  to  move  upward. 

We  are  glad  that  such  a goodly  number  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  division,  but  as  we  are  con- 
stantly adding  new  members,  and  discussing  other 
important  questions,  we  hope  you  will  attend 
whenever  possible. 

Say,  assistant  correspondents,  have  you  all  died? 
Not  a word  to  date.  Wake  up,  or  your  discharge 
will  follow.  Patapsco. 


Chicago  Division,  No.  91. 


The  weather  has  been  very  warm  in  this  vicinity 
the  past  month  to  keep  pace  with  the  business 
done  in  this  division.  The  brothers  who  have 
been  unable  to  attend  the  meetings  have  missed 
many  spicy  and  instructive  talks,  and  should  make 
special  efforts  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  meetings 
in  future. 

At  our  meeting  of  June  17,  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  making  the  acquaintance  of  Bro.  Will  C.  Long, 
President  of  the  Commercial  Telegraphers’  Union 
of  America,  and  he  gave  us  a very  interesting  and 
instructive  talk  on  the  work  being  done  in  that 
organization  at  this  time,  which  was  heartily 
welcomed  by  the  members  present. 

Our  esteemed  Past  President  and  charter  mem- 
ber No.  1 of  Chicago  Division,  No.  91,  Bro.  D.  G. 
Ramsay,  was  also  on  deck  with  one  of  those 
original  talks  of  his,  which  the  members  so  well 
like  to  hear.  Sister  Roth,  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy  on  the  entertainment  committee  made 
by  the  resignation  of  Bro.  O’Brien,  who  is  un- 
able to  attend  the  meetings  account  of  business 
and  personal  matters. 

'ine  low  tide  of  business  does  not  seem  to 
have  any  effect  on  the  work  of  the  organization, 
or  work  being  done  in  the  least,  as  applications 
are  regularly  called  for  and  applicants  are  placed 
on  file  with  surprising  regularity,  which  seems 
that  the  almost  impossible  is  happening.  The  old 
members  seem  to  be  over  anxious  in  having  new 
cards  by  the  way  their  remittances  are  coming, 
which  goes  far  towards  showing  the  faith  they 
possess  in  our  organization  and  cause.  Those 
who  have  not  already  remitted,  and  do  not  pos- 
sess the  new  card  should  do  so  at  once,  and  be 
up  to  date. 

One  of  the  things  that  the  fraternity  should 
pay  closer  attention  to,  is  to  promote  a spirit  of 
brotherly  love  among  the  membership,  and  not 
keep  silent  when  a few  words  of  advice  can  be 
given  which  would  be  of  great  aid  to  a brother. 
Keep  in  close  touch  with  the  members  and  learn 
what  is  transpiring  at  all  times,  try  and  promote 
the  general  knowledge  and  brotherly  friendship 
of  the  membership. 

While  it  is  interesting  and  instructive  to  hear 
and  read  about  this  discussion  of  $75  and  $80 
minimum,  I believe  that  the  real  business  before 
us  at  this  time,  and  what  should  receive  our  strict 
attention,  is  to  perfect  our  organization,  and  by 
working  for  all  desirable  nons,  and  then  work  to 
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hold  them  together  in  close  relations  with  each 
other,  which  will  most  assuredly  bring  about  the 
best  results  desired. 

Keep  after  that  desirable  non  who  is  taking 
in  the  benefits  of  increased  salaries  and  improved 
working  conditions  at  our  expense,  without  pay- 
ing one  red  cent  towards  the  cause.  Show  him 
up  in  the  manner  of  how  he  is  taking  profits 
which  rightfully  do  not  belong  to  him,  as  he  is 
simply  attending  the  festival  of  good  things  laid 
up  by  the  O.  R.  T. 

Each  member  of  the  Order  should  see  and 
advise  that  each  ^and  every  member  at  all  times 
holds  his  vow  sacred,  Mid  lives  up  to  it  strictly 
to  the  letter.  Also  see  that  you  give  the  best 
service  possible  in  point  of  efficiency.  This  will 
be  a very  strong  point  in  our  favor  for  increases 
and  better  working  conditions.  Expect  to  get 
value  received  for  the  services  rendered.  Do  not 
expert  that  shirking  will  aid  the  cause,  as  this 
will  be  a decided  detriment  instead  of  a benefit. 

In  speaking  a word  for  the  brothers  located  on 
the  Monon  Ry.,  will  say  that  they  are  coming  to 
the  front  in  good  shape  in  the  important  matter 
of  paying  up  dues.  All  the  brothers  located  on 
this  line  will,  it  seems,  be  strictly  up  to  date  on 
the  start  of  the  new  term.  If,  by  the  time  that 
this  is  in  print,  there  are  any  who  do  not  hold 
am  up-to-date  card,  and  have  not  yet  remitted, 
they  should  do  so  at  once,  and  be  in  line  with  the 
balance  of  the  brothers. 

The  membership  in  this  division  employed  upon 
the  C.,  M.  & St.  P.  Ry.,  will  be  transferred  out 
of  thi§  Division  on  or  about  July  i,  and  will  say 
for  the  Division  that  we  are  sorry  to  lose  you, 
but  wish  you  success  in  the  new  system  division. 
Do  not  forget  that  you  will  always  be  welcome 
at  the  meetings  of  Division  No.  91,  and  will  per- 
haps hear  many  things  of  importance  at  our  meet 
ings  if  you  can  find  time  to  attend.  Your  attend- 
ance will  be  a pleasure  to  the  Division,  also  at  our 
next  annual  reception  and  ball  at  Columbia  Hall, 
November  1,  1904,  where  we  expect  to  have  a 
thousand  telegraphers  in  attendance  at  that  time 
with  a fine  time  for  all. 

Secretary. 


Williamsport  Division,  No.  24. 

Eastern  and  Susquehanna  Divisions — 

The  assistance  given  the  correspondent  from 
the  Eastern  and  Susquehanna  Divisions  has  been 
very  discouraging,  and  has  given  us  the  tired  feel- 
ing, henceforth  the  title  will  pass  unto  another, 
as  we  also  have  time  for  our  money. 

Bro.  Price  has  resumed  duty  again,  and  we 
hope  he  will  not  be  troubled  with  his  eyes  in 
the  future.  Bro.  Price  was  off  duty  nearly  six 
weeks  on  account  of  this  affliction,  but  got  fat 
on  the  lay  otf  and  looks  the  picture  of  health  at 
present.  May  he  always  enjoy  it,  is  the  wish 
of  Division  .’4. 

The  last  meeting  was  enlivened  by  the  presence 
of  Bro.  M.  J.  Shurc.  Mike  gets  penned  up 
pretty  close,  but  they  can’t  keep  him  down  when 
anything  good  is  up. 


Those  present  at  the  July  meeting  report  having 
a very  enjoyable  time,  and  as  nothing  further 
has  been  received  on  the  subject,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  cut  out  as  the  scribe  was  missing  from 
the  smoker. 

Bros.  Detweiler  and  Halfpenny,  of  Montandon, 
can  find  a welcome  in  division  room  by  present- 
ing themselves  each  month  at  our  regular  meet- 
ing. Wake  up. 

The  Eastern  Division  boys  got  revenge  on  their 
Sunhury  brethren  at  base  ball  last  month,  as  Rube 
Brower  pitched  gilt-edged  ball,  and  Shorty  Khne 
and  Stebbins  ate  them  alive.  We  won  the  game, 
six  to  five.  All  games  look  alike  to  the  above 
trio.  We  hope  to  see  them  with  the  Phillies  in 
the  near  future. 


Elmira  & Canandaigua  Division — 


Bro.  E.  B.  McIntyre  is  doing  relief  work  on 
the  Canandaigua  Division  at  present  “MC,”  we 
are  indeed  glad  to  be  able  to  call  your  brother 
and  trust  you  will  take  a deep  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Division. 

Bro.  Farrell,  we  welcome  you,  and  trust  the 
chicken  business  will  be  very  good.  Any  brother 
contemplating  becoming  a chicken  king  will  do 
well  to  consult  this  brother. 

What’s  the  matter  with  Mr.  R.  E.  Beach,  at 
Wallington?  Say,  Roes,  if  you  would  divide  your 
interests  between  that  young  lady  at  Sodus  and 
the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  we  think  it 
might  be  fully  os  satisfactory  to  both,  eh? 

We  are  as  yet  unable  to  land  the  two  gentle- 
men at  Canandaigua  freight  house,  but  never  mind, 
we  wilt  bring  them  yet. 

We  expect  to  land  the  owls  at  Penn  Yann  and 
Starkey  before  July  1.  Thus  the  good  work  goes 
on,  and  everything  comes  to  those  who  wait. 

Bro.  Dale  lias  been  transferred  to  Watkins, 
days.  Harry  is  a fine  fellow,  and  worthy  of  the 
advancement.  Mr.  Judd,  of  Elmira,  comes  to 
Starkey,  days,  and  hopes  to  gain  about  fifty  pounds 
more  or  less.  Boys,  there  is  a fine  fellow,  but 
he  has  not  as  yet  seen  the  error  of  his  ways. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Weeks,  of  Newark,  says  a bald 
head  is  all  right  in  the  winter,  but  the  flies  take 
too  much  liberty  in  the  summer. 

Bro.  Davie  still  insists  that  the  outlook  for 
a big  yield  of  berries  is  very  promising,  and  there 
are  plenty  of  nice  looking  girls  to  pick  them. 

The  next  on  the  list  is  Bro.  Townsend,  of  Penn 
Yann,  the  great  fisherman.  He  hooked  a trout 
the  other  day  weighing,  well  I dare  not  put  tne 
figures  down,  for  you  know  some  one  would  say 
that  it  is  n fish  story. 

Bro.  Phillips  had  to  hoe  in  the  garden  on  June 
7,  and  therefore  was  deprived  of  the  great  com- 
fort he  always  receives  from  a trip  to  Williams- 
port 


Pro.  Ross  is  putting  in  his  spare  time  in  the 
freight  house  at  Elmira.  Bill,  we  hear  you  had 
quite  an  experience  alighting  from  train  No.  y 
nt  Cogan  Valley  the  other  morning,  first  in  a hole, 
then  on  a tie  pile,  then  searching  in  the  dark  for 
voin  hat  and  watch.  lake  a little  good  advice, 
and  don’t  l*c  \\m\K  other  fellows’  names  to  make 
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yourself  good  with  the  girls.  The  name  Ross 
is  all  right,  but  it  might  make  a big  difference 
which  end  it  comes  on. 

Bro.  Musuey,  we  welcome  you,  and  trust  you 
will  give  the  cause  a push  wchnever  you  can. 

Brothers,  this  is  for  all,  not  for  any  particular 
one.  There  is  not  enough  interest  taken  in  the 
endeavor  to  attend  the  meetings  of  Division  No. 
24.  This  applies  not  only  to  the  E.  & C.  Division, 
but  to  all  divisions  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Division  No.  2 4.  We  have  several  brothers  on 
the  Elmira  Division  who  could  attend  every  meet- 
ing, or  change  off  with  the  night  force,  and  let 
thetp  attend.  To  a certain  extent  this  applies 
to  the  Canandaigua  Division  also.  You  do  not 
know  what  you  are  missing,  as  each  meeting  is 
both  interesting  and  instructive,  especially  when 
you  can  listen  to  such  brothers  as  Reidy  and 
Herman.  It  would,  I am  certain,  wake  you  from 
the  slumbers  to  which  we  are  all  liable  if  we 
neglect  to  attend  the  meetings.  Let  us  all  make 
a vow  that  we  will  do  our  best  to  go  as  often  as 
possible,  and  not  only  that,  but  always  be  on  the 
lookout,  stir  some  brother,  or  go  after  some  non 
that  we  may  become  solid.  One  more  point,  and 
I will  cut  out.  Give  the  company  the  very  best 
service  possible,  answer  promptly,  be  courteous, 
always  on  hand  when  needed,  and  sleep  at  your 
home  or  boarding  place.  It  will  not  only  raise 
you  to  better  positions,  but  will  make  better  Order 
men  of  you.  I beg  that  no  brother  takes  offense, 
as  I assure  you  that  it  is  written  with  a brotherly 
feeling  towards  all. 

Rusty. 


Rochester  Division,  No.  34. 

We  are  beginning  the  semi-annual  term  with  a 
steady  increase,  and  a firm  determination  to  bring 
in  the  few  worthy  nons  still  outside  the  Order 
within  our  jurisdiction.  Six  new  members  for 
the  past  month  is  not  so  bad. 

It  indicates  that  the  up-to-date  telegrapher  has 
become  imbued  with  a desire  to  see  himself  as 
he  wishes  others  to  see  him. 

The  topic  which  at  present  occupies  the  nrinds 
of  a majority  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  telegraphers  is 
system  division  or  no  system  division.  Forcible 
and  convincing  arguments  are  heard  in  support 
of  both  the  local  and  the  system  division. 

Whatever  the  outcome,  let  us  stand  firmly  to- 
gether with  the  unwavering  determination  which 
has  characterized  our  three  years  of  consistent 
and  progressive  existence,  and  if  we  decide  to 
propagate  one  tree  only,  let  us  look  well  to  it, 
root  and  branch,  foliage  and  flower,  bud  and  fruit. 

With  sincerity  and  undivided  regard  for  the 
future  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Order,  I am 
yours  in  S.  O.  and  D. 

S.  J.  Egelston. 


Jm  Memoriam — 

Whereas,  Almighty  God  has  deemed  it  wise  to 
remove  from  our  midst  our  beloved  brother,  John 
Droney.  and  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  him 
« ho  ha*  been  taken  from  us,  and  in  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  family,  be  it 


Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Rochester  Di- 
vision, No.  34,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers, 
that  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  those 
who  are  called  upon  to  mourn,  and  to  commend 
the  bereaved  ones  to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  comfort  and  solace  in  this,  their  hour 
of  sorrow  and  bereavement,  and  be  it 

Resoivea,  That  in  tfic  death  of  Bro.  Droney 
Rochester  Division  loses  a true  and  faithful  mem- 
ber, his  family  a loving  son  and  brother,  his  asso- 
ciates a true  and  loyal  comrade;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther  $ 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  the  family  of  our  deceased  brother,  also 
placed  on  the  records  of  the  Division,  and  a copy 
forwarded  to  The  Telegrapher  for  publication, 
and  the  charter  draped  in  mourning  for  a period 
of  thirty  days.  James  E.  Martin, 

* E.  F.  Ryan, 

F.  B.  Huff. 

Committee. 


Jn  Memoriam — 

Whepeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  in  His 
infinite  wisdom,  to  remove  from  this  earth,  our 
beloved  brother,  Byron  Botsford,  and  while  bow- 
ing humbly  to  H-im  who  doeth  all  things  well, 
and  in  respectful  token  of  friendship  for  our 
brother  and  his  family,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Rochester  Di- 
vision, No.  34,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers, 
that  in  his  death  the  Order  loses  a valuable 
servant,  the  members  a true  and  worthy  brother, 
and  the  family  a kind  and  affectionate  husband 
and  father,  and  his  employers  the  services  of  one 
efficient  and  indefatigable,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily and  friends  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this, 
their  recent  sorrow,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved K That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  division,  a copy 
forwarded  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  to  The 
Telegrapher  for  publication,  and  that  our  charter 
be  draped  in  mourning  for  a period  of  thirty 
days.  F.  R.  Smith, 

J.  J.  McCarthy, 

F.  W.  Nittemeyer. 

Committee. 


Mexico. 


Muy  apreciables  Compafleros. 

Nuestro  querido  Hermano  A.  L.  Bruni,  que 
telegrafista  y amigo  la  conocemos,  va  recorriendo 
con  su  car&cter  propio  que  es  el  entusiasmo,  su 
abnegaci6n  y firmeza  y otras  cualidades  que  como 
telegrafista  y amigo  le  conocemos,  vft.  recorrienda 
to  das  las  oficinas  del  Central  para  iniciar  en 
Nuestra  Respetable  Orden  a los  telegrafistas  que 
todavia  no  est&n  ligados  con  nosotros. 

Esto  es  muy  justo  hacerlo  que  conste  en  un 
grande  articulo  festivo;  mas  lo  concrctamos  a 
unas  cuantas  lineas  por  aproximarse  ya  la  edici6n 
dc  nuestro  Journal.  ^ 

Lo  que  hace  hoy  Ttruni,  nadie  lo  habia  hccho: 
mi  LMiiprcsa  es  de  imuho  nirrito.  sii  intento.  fra 
Urnal  en  todos  sentidos  llacian  cstas  cosas  los 
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O.  R.  T.’s  quc  habia  anteriormente?  No,  porque 
su  egoismo  los  tenia  muy  a obscuras  de  lo  que 
es  en  su  esencia  el  Telegrafo,  y han  sido  hasta  la 
fee  ha  ambiciosos,  que  se  venden  a las  corapanias, 
y nos  desprestigian,  porque  son  muy  desgraciados 
y muy  ingratos.  . . . 

Hoy  lo  que  necesitamos  es  unirnos,  porque  solo 
asi  nos  po demos  levantar,  y llegaremos  a disfrutar 
de  la  epoca  de  Paz,  que  es  nuestro  hermoso 
ensueno.  Tendremos  de  nuestia  parte  a la  portente 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  Unica  en  la 
America,  que  nos  proteje,  porque  su  objeto  es 
exclusivamente  mantener  intacta  nucstra  dignidad 
y defendernos  de  la  injusticia.  Debemos  felici- 
tarnos  porque  en  el  naoiente  siglo  la  Luz  es  mas 
benigno  que  la  del  XIX;  porque  ya  no  nos  irrita 
la  pupila,  y por  consiguiente  se  ve  mas:  el  testi- 
monio  de  ello  cs  que  nuestro  plan  le  ha  sim- 
patizado  a una  bella  Senorita-telegraflsta,  la 
Primera  en  el  Central  que  se  une  a Nuestra 
Respctable  Orden  que  con  muchas  suplicas  hemos 
conseguido  nos  facilite  su  retrato,  el  que  tenemos 
el  honor  de  exhihir  en  este  Journal  para  que  sc 
admiren  e imiten  su  muy  buena  disposicion  e 
inteligencia  para  abrazar  nuestras  ideas  liberales 
a que  nos  llama  el  Progreso. 

Mando  muy  cordialmente  mi  felicitacion  a esa 
simpatica  Senorita,  inscribiendome  el  ultimo  de 
sus  admiradores,  y nuestro  Hermano  Bruni  le 
desco  muy  buen  exito  en  su  obra  grandiosa. 

Joaquin  S.  de  ijv  Torre. 


Mexico. 

A los  Telegrafistas  y Agentes  de  los  ferrocarriles 
cn  Mexico.  Companeros  el  articulo  ultimo  de 
nuestro  companero  y hermano  del  Cert.  6211  es 
bien  triste  pero  muy  cierto  y deberiamos  hacer 
por  evitarlo,  Organizaos  todos  unios  a nuestra 
sociedad  y pedireroos  unidos  la  retribucion  justa 
a nuestros  servicios,  asi  como  unidos  todos  no 
sermitiremos  en  las  Estaciones  el  aprendizaje  de 
nuestro  trabajo,  descchando  cuanto  meritorio  cxista 
a la  fecha  en  nuestras  officinas,  y aunque  los 
superin  ten  dentes  ordenen  la  aceptacion  de  cllos, 
los  rehusaremos  que  no  loqraran  hacer  nada  contra 
nosotros  una  vez  que  todos  pertenezeamos  a una 
misma  asociacion.  Retirad  ese  tedio  de  entre 
vosotoros  los  que  no  son  hasta  ahora  miembros 
de  la  O.  R.  T.  y ved  con  mas  interes  lo  que 
expresamos.  Es  bien  triste  ver  entre  nosotros  la 
desunion  que  nos  caracteriza  y que  por  csta  causa 
nos  veamos  reducidos  a trabajar  como  gayanes 
j>or  miserables  sueldos  como  los  quc  pagan  en 
el  nacional  y Central  de  45  y 50  pesos  mensualcs. 
Esta  es  la  causa  para  quc  mal  puedamos  vivir  y 
salir  sin  un  solo  centavo  dc  economias  al  scr 
destituidos.  Esta  es  la  razon  por  que  vemos  con 
tristeza  el  que  un  Companera  no  pueda  cubrir 
las  exigencias  de  su  vida  ni  en  las  primeras  24 
horas  de  su  salida  del  servicio.  Contribuid  com* 
paneros  con  vuestra  opinion  para  alcanzar  cl  exito 
de  nucstros  esfuerzos.  Ved  con  cuanto  afan 
nuestros  hermanos  Norte  Americanos  tratan  de 
la  escasa  retribucion  de  nucstros  servicios. 

En  cuanto  a lo  que  dice  el  hermano  del  Cert. 
6211  dc  quc  es  muy  vergonzoso  e innoble  que 


entre  los  miembros  componentes  de  una  agrupacion 
honorable  como  la  nuestra  existan  telegrafistas 
menguados  aficionados  a gorrear  la  asistencia;  no 
paso  a creerlo,  pues  que  los  miembros  que  conozco 
hasta  hoy  en  su  mayoria  todos  son  de  una  con- 
ducta  intachablc  y una  educacion  a toda  prueba 
tal  vez  se  refiere  o quiso  referirse  a los  Com 
paneros  que  aun  no  pertenecen  a nuestro  gremio 
pues  en  ellos  si  me  consta  que  mas  de  2 han 
salido  de  mi  oficina,  al  separarlos  del  servicio, 
debiendo  la  oomida  y otras  cosas,  pero  estos  no 
son  todas. 

Pocos  son  los  que  tienen  esta  costumbre.  El 
sueldo  minimo  que  deberiamos  erijir  en  todos 
los  ferrocarriles  de  Mexico  seria  no  $60  como 
lo  expresa  nuestro  mencionado  hermano  si  no 
$82  que  es  el  que  paga  el  Internacional.  Por  que 
si  el  ferrocarril  Internacional  paga  $82  a sus 
emplea  dos  como  minimo,  no  podrian  pagarlo  el 
Central  y nacional?  El  Intcroceanico  paga  $75 
y $80  figos,  el  Veracruz  y Pacifico  $100  mensualcs 
por  que  no  debemos  obtener  $82  fijos  ne  el  Central 
y Nacional.  Unamonos  todos;  los  Companeros 
que  no  nos  sigan  yue  arregle  la  Gran  Division 
un  descuento  a sus  sueldos  de  $10  mcnsualmentc 
y veremos  si  antes  defin  de  ano  no  es  nuestra 
asociacion  la  mas  poderoza  y si  sus  miembros  no 
disfrutan  el  sueldo  quc  en  justicia  soliciten. 

Cert.  17022. 


North  Adams  Division,  No.  139. 


At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a good  attendance. 
Wc  also  noticed  several  brothers  there  whom  we 
have  not  met  in  the  division  room  before.  Glad 
to  sec  you  there,  and  hope  you  will  continue  to 
come  to  all  future  meetings.  Bennington  Branch 
was  represented  by  every  man  being  present.  A 
number  of  the  brothers  from  the  east  end  were 
also  present. 

With  Chief  Telegrapher  Potter  in  the  chair,  the 
meeting  opened,  and  after  transacting  such  busi- 
ness as  came  before  the  meeting,  the  time  was 
then  given  up  to  speeches  and  talks  upon  various 
subjects,  which  were  very  interesting  as  well  as 
instructive,  and  also  showed  the  interest  the  broth- 
ers are  taking  in  the  Order. 

I believe  the  place  to  talk  O.  R.  T.  is  in  the 
division  room,  and  for  that  reason  every  member 
should  make  it  a special  point  to  be  present  at 
each  meeting.  Some  of  the  boys  think  that  ju^t 
as  soon  as  they  pay  their  initiation  fee.  and  re 
ceive  their  division  card,  that  is  all  that  is  re 
quired  of  them.  My  but  what  a bad  mistake  it 
is  to  think  that  way.  Each  member  should  take 
a special  interest  in  the  Order,  look  after  the 
nans,  and  get  them  to  join  with  us,  attend  the 
division  meetings,  and  take  some  active  part  in 
them  by  expressing  their  ideas  and  becoming  bet 
ter  acquainted  with  their  fellow  workmen. 

I understand  that  the  other  divisions  of  the 
Boston  & Maine  arc  getting  in  line  in  fine  style. 
Bros.  Pierson  & Brandon  certainly  did  grand  work 
while  on  the  Boston  & Maine.  Now,  boys,  wc 
must  all  stick  together,  and  get  the  few  remain 
ing  nons  into  the  Order,  and  it  will  only  be  a 
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short  time  before  we  can  say  that  the  Boston  & 
Maine  is  solid. 

You  often  hear  some  of  the  boys  say,  “What 
will  it  amount  to  if  we  do  join  the  O.  R.  T.  ?*’ 
For  an  answer  to  this  question,  I will  call  their 
attention  to  the  privileges  and  wages  our  Bistei 
organizations  are  getting,  who  are  employed  by 
the  same  company  that  we  are.  By  closely  ob- 
serving these,  and  comparing  them  with  our  own 
privileges  and  wages  they  will  soon  see  that  it 
will  amount  to  considerable  by  joining  the  Order. 
1 hope  that  every  non  that  reads  this  will  take  the 
hint  and  send  his  application  in  at  once  and 
become  one  of  us. 

Bros.  Jorton  and  Johnson  were  elected  as  dele- 
gates from  Division  139  to  the  national  convention, 
to  be  held  at  Buffalo. 

Troy  branch  appears  to  be  asleep  in  regard  to 
the  division  meetings.  Brothers  on  the  branch, 
wake  up  and  come  up  to  the  next  meeting. 

Bro.  Nesbitt  has  been  transferred  from  “HF” 
office  to  “FX”  office,  Mechanicsville.  Bro.  Calla- 
han succeeds  him. 

“HD”  office  has  not  been  represented  in  the 
division  room  yet  Bro.  “J,”  it  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  see  you  there  next  meeting. 

Div.  Cor. 


The  Twin  City  Telegraphers’  Club. 

The  telegraphers  of  the  Twin  Cities  and  nearby 
country  met  in  another  special  session  on  May 
30,  in  Columbia  Hall,  University  and  Prior  Ave., 
for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  arrangements 
toward  organizing  a club.  The  meeting,  we  arc 
sorry  to  say,  was  not  as  well  attended  as  wc 
expected,  but  owing  to  it  being  a holiday,  wc  had 
a very  liberal  attendance.  The  meeting  was  a 
success.  Those  present  were  chuck  full  of  go 
ahead,  and  we  completed  the  preliminaries  and 
elected  our  officers  for  the  coming  year.  The 
officers  elected  are:  President,  Bro.  L.  D.  Beamer, 

X.  P. ; First  Vice-President,  Bro.  M.  M.  Wolfe, 
Minn.  Transfer;  Second  Vice-President,  Bro.  E. 
F.  Fitzgerald,  C.,  M.  & St.  P. ; Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Bro.  W.  W.  Eagler,  the  tonsorial  artist; 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Bro.  T.  H.  Line,  N.  P. ; Door- 
keeper, Bro.  JF.  B.  Kennedy,  C.,  M.  & St.  P. 

Just  take  a squint  at  the  line-up  of  officers, 
and  watch  their  smoke.  There  is  going  to  be 
something  doing,  and  you  who  are  not  members 
of  this  club  will  be  a sorry  lot  of  boys  when 
the  roll  is  called,  and  you  are  found  wanting. 


This  club  is  formed  for  social  entertainment 
to  get  the  telegraphers  more  and  better  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  to  be  of  assistance  to  mem- 
bers of  the  craft  in  general.  All  members  of 
the  O.  R.  T.  holding  a card  are  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  this  club,  and  to  such  we  earnestly 
request  that  they  send  in  their  name  to  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  with  50  cents  membership 
fee,  and  enroll  as  one  of  us. 

You  have  no  idea  how  soon  the  club  may  be  of 
some  assistance  to  you.  Our  dues  are  very  low, 
only  $1  per  year,  payable  semi-annually  in  ad- 
vance. It  will  be  worth  that  to  be  with  us  one 
meeting. 

The  club  started  out  on  Monday,  May  30,  with 
twenty-three  members.  We  want  to  enroll  every 
telegrapher  within  a radius  of  100  miles  each  way 
from  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  in  the  next  six 
months.  Boys,  you  don’t  know  the  untold  good 
this  club  can  do  you.  If  you  want  to  know  more 
of  it,  or  get  acquainted  with  us,  come  in  and 
call  on  any  of  the  officers. 

Our  scribe  conducts  a barber  shop  at  1814  Wash- 
ington Ave.,  North,  Minneapolis,  and  he  is  chuck 
full  of  it,  never  too  busy  to  stop  and  visit  with 
you. 

Our  president  lives  in  St.  Paul,  and  you  will 
find  him  as  full  (not  booze  either)  as  you  can 
get  them. 

Come  now,  boys,  wc  want  to  be  of  service  to 
you.  Help  us  and  we  will  help  you.  We  meet 
at  Columbia  Hall,  University  and  Prior  Ave.. 
midway  between  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  on  the 
thud  Monday  night  of  each  month.  Our  ncx» 
meeting  will  be  June  20.  Don’t  fail  to  be  there, 
and  get  stirred  up  once.  Get  some  vim  in  you, 
and  stop  being  dead.  You  will  be  dead  a long 
time  after  you  really  die.  So  wake  up,  and  while 
you  live  be  a live  one. 

Now,  if  our  generous  Editor  does  not  cut  this 
out,  we  will  try  and  call  on  you  once  a month 
with  something  fresh.  Don’t  forget,  boys,  you 
who  have  not  enrolled  as  a member,  there  is  going 
to  be  something  doing  right  away,  and  we  don’t 
want  you  to  miss  it. 

June  20.  Don’t  forget  the  date. 

I don’t  believe  in  nom  de  plumes.  If  you  are 
ashamed  of  your  article,  don’t  send  it,  but  if  you 
do  send  it,  let  all  know  it  is  yours. 

W.  W.  Eagler, 
Secretary  & Correspondent. 
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CRAND  DIVISION 


NOTICE. 

J.  A.  Gallagher,  Certificate  387,  Division  40,  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  by  Division  No.  40,  for  conduct  unbecoming  a member. 

J.  E.  Johnson,  Certificate  38,  Division  134,  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  by  Division  134,  for  conduct  unbecoming  a member. 

MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT. 

AssessMRt  No.  64  Is  die  or  JULY  1, 1904.  Tim  for  pijioot  expires  AU6UST  31, 1904 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 

BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  JUNE,  1904. 


Claim.  Ckrt. 

*No.  Namb.  Cause.  Div.  No.  Series.  Amt. 

221  . Sherman  J.  Peterson  . Tuberculosis  . . . . . Gd  . 6940  . C . 1,000 

225  . Levi  C.  Dicker  . . . Pneumonia 132  . 8485  . C . 1,000 

227  . Wm.  J.  Sutherland  . Pleurisy  and  Bronchitis,  1 . 5519  . A . 300 

240  . Ralph  L.  Huey  . . . Tuberculosis 53  . 8655  . C . 1,000 

241  . Robt.  W.  Mayfield  . . Obstruction  of  Bowels  . 9 . 14539  . A . 300 

244  . Milford  G.  McDowell,  Heart  Disease  ....  42  . 9329  . A . 300 

245  . Frank  C.  Cook  . . . Pneumonia 42  . 9836  . A . 300 

246  . Sidney  H.  Eakin  . . Chronic  Nephritis  ...  52  . 668  . C . 1,000 

247  . Wm.  Johnson  ....  Meningitis Gd  . 16368  . A . 300 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  May  31,  1904  $238,011  98 

Received  on  Assessment  Account,  June,  1904  8,830  77 


DISBURSEMENTS.  $246,842  75 

Death  Claims  paid  to  April  30,  1904  $135,200  00 

Death  Claims  paid  in  May 5,500  00 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 435  60 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 7275 

Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  June  30,  1904  .....  105,634  40 

$246,842  75 

L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 
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30  cents  each. 
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A 8TRIKE  ON  THE  MISSOURI,  KAN- 
SAS  AND  TEXAS  RAILWAY. 

HE  telegraphers  and  station  agents 
|(g)\  employed  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
& Texas  Railway  have  found  it  nec- 
essary to  go  to  the  last  resort  in  an  effort 
to  get  their  grievances  adjusted  and  their 
rights  established.  For  some  years  past 
there  has  been  bad  conditions  on  that 
road  because  the  telegraphers  and  station 
agents  were  not  treated  fairly  by  the  offi- 
cials. 

In  1899  the  committee  waited  on  the 
management  for  the  purpose  of  revising 
the  existing  schedule  and  wage  scale  and 
succeeded  in  getting  a slight  increase  in 
pay  for  the  telegraphers.  After  the  com- 
mittee retired,  the  company  revised  the 
wage  scale  again  in  such  a manner  that 
they  took  enough  from  the  station  agents 
income  to  meet  the  slight  increase  granted 
the  telegraphers,  thus  causing  much  ill 
feeling  among  the  station  agents. 


During  all  the  prosperous  times  of  recent 
years  no  increase  in  pay  has  been  allowed 
the  telegraphers  and  station  agents  al- 
though other  organized  classes  have  been 
liberally  treated  with.  They  did  take  from 
the  station  agents  and  add  to  the  telegraph- 
ers but  that  is  not  counted  as  an  increase. 

The  station  agents  and  telegraphers  have 
been  treated  as  if  they  were  of  very  little 
importance  and  all  of  their  grievances  were 
virtually  ignored.  With  the  object  of  ob- 
taining better  working  conditions  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  representing  the  telegraph- 
ers and  station  agents  convened  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  November  23rd,  1903.  The 
committee  was  subjected  to  the  usual  num- 
ber of  delays  and  stood  off  on  various  pre- 
texts and  failing  to  arrive  at  a satisfactory 
settlement  the  negotiations  were  turned 
over  to  the  organization  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  our  laws. 

On  March  8th,  1904,  a long  delay  ensued, 
after  this,  partly  on  account  of  our  chief 
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executive  being  engaged  in  other  negotia- 
tions and  the  officials  of  the  company  be- 
ing busy  with  conferences  with  other  com- 
mittees. Eventually  the  conference  was  re- 
sumed with  President  Perham  taking  part, 
and  each  article  of  the  proposed  revised 
schedule  was  argued  in  detail.  A satisfac- 
tory settlement  could  not  be  reached  as 
the  officials  seemed  to  be  impervious  to  any 
argument  that  could  be  advanced.  The 
officials  were  requested  to  give  the  matter 
further  consideration  and  if  they  saw  fit, 
to  submit  a counter  proposition,  which 
would  be  considered  by  the  committee  to  be 
final.  In  lieu  of  a counter  proposition  the 
management  officials  wrote  that  after  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  differences  between 
the  telegraphers  schedule  presented  by  the 
company,  and  the  subsequent  and  additional 
rules  and  requests  for  increase  of  salaries 
at  various  points,  the  company  felt  that  the 
increase  made  by  them  last  year  and  the 
further  increases  in  salaries  and  changes 
in  rules  offered  the  committee  in  March, 
was  all  they  could  afford  to  do,  in  view  of 
the  present  and  prospective  unfavorable 
financial  conditions. 

This  letter  was  accepted  as  final  and  it 
was  resolved  to  refer  the  entire  matter 
back  to  the  membership  in  order  that  their 
wishes  might  be  consulted  and  followed 
out  by  the  committee.  A circular  letter 
was  issued  showing  the  company’s  propo- 
sition and  the  committee’s  proposition  word 
for  word  and  figure  for  figure.  No  com- 
ments were  made  upon  the  situation  and  no 
attempts  of  any  kind  to  influence  the  mem- 
bership. It  was  clearly  stated  in  the  cir- 
cular letter  that  if  a majority  of  those  vo- 
ting vote  in  favor  of  accepting  the  com- 
pany’s proposition  the  committee  and  the 
chief  executive  of  the  organization  would 
close  up  negotiations  along  those  lines  as 
soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  If  a ma- 
jority of  those  voting  voted  to  sustain  the 
committee  and  its  proposition  to  the  com- 
pany that  a strike  would  be  called  if  nec- 
essary to  put  the  committee’s  proposition 
or  something  similar  to  it  into  effect.  A 
blank  ballot  was  made  a part  of  this  circu- 
lar. On  July  28th,  a majority  of  all  the 
telegraphers  and  station  agents  employed 
on  the  system  having  voted  to  go  out  on  a 


strike  rather  than  accept  the  company’s 
proposition  as  set  forth  in  the  circular  the 
telegraphers  and  station  agents  committee 
with  President  Perham  endeavored  to  get 
into  conference  again  with  the  officials,  but 
meeting  with  the  same  kind  of  tactics  that 
had  been  pursued  in  the  past,  some  officials 
being  absent  from  the  city,  others  declining 
to  meet  the  committee  until  the  others  re- 
turned, it  was  decided  to  put  out  the  strike 
order  to  take  effect  at  4 p.  m.  Aug.  1st,  and 
the  officials  were  notified  in  regard  to  the 
pending  strike  in  plenty  of  time  for  them 
to  prevent  it  coming  on  if  they  had  wanted 
to  do  so.  They  evidently  desired  a con- 
flict and  they  were  involved  in  one  at  the 
hour  specified.  About  four  hundred  and 
fifty  telegraphers  and  station  agents  were 
employed  on  the  system,  and  with  a solitary 
exception  here  and  there  they  obeyed  the 
strike  order  and  walked  out.  The  company 
immediately  made  their  moves  to  offset  the 
strike,  and  very  soon  after  four  o’clock 
every  official  or  semi-official  who  could 
telegraph  sat  down  to  a key  and  became 
one  of  Prof.  Elliott’s  heroes.  Train-dis- 
patchers’ officers  were  disorganized  and  the 
trick-train-dispatchers  sent  along  the  line 
with  train  sheets  as  a sort  of  a blind  and 
they  did  telegraphing  and  other  duties  be- 
sides train  dispatching.  It  is  understood 
that  several  dispatchers  threw  up  their  po- 
sitions and  quit  the  service  of  the  company 
rather  than  do  the  kind  of  work  assigned 
them.  The  names  of  these  men  and  a correct 
account  of  the  incident  will  be  secured  and 
published  later,  and  those  men  will  get  due 
credit  for  their  manly  and  straightforward 
action.  The  trick-train  dispatchers,  com- 
mercial agents,  and  others  of  the  semi-offi- 
cial class,  who  did  telegraph  work  during 
the  strike  will  also  have  their  names  pub- 
lished in  order  that  the  Professor  before 
mentioned  may  be  able  to  send  them  medals 
for  their  bravery.  The  organized  teleg- 
raphers will  keep  the  list  of  “scabs”  devel- 
oped during  this  struggle  for  their  own 
personal  use  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  company  opened  up  employment 
agencies  in  many  of  the  large  cities  and 
offered  flattering  inducements  for  tele- 
graphers to  accept  employment.  All  the 
detective  agencies  of  a certain  calibre,  as 
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well  as  the  regular  employment  agencies, 
seem  to  have  had  a commission  to  secure 
telegraphers.  In  one  issue  of  a Chicago 
daily  paper  as  many  as  seven  different  ad- 
vertisements appeared  for  telegraphers, 
from  as  many  different  persons.  Men  were 
sent  out  from  the  detective  agencies  with 
the  promise  of  $1.00  for  every  telegrapher 
brought  into  the  office.  In  one  instance  a 
detective  offered  to  divide  up  with  a crowd 
of  telegraphers  a commission  of  fifty  cents 
apiece  if  they  would  just  show’  up  at  the 
office  and  register.  All  of  these  efforts 
proved  to  be  a failure.  In  the  last  few 
years  both  the  commercial  telegraphers  and 
railroad  telegraphers  have  seen  fit  to  join 
the  ranks  of  organized  labor,  and  union  sen- 
timent has  made  such  progress  that  very 
few*  can  be  found  who  are  willing  to  go 
against  it. 

The  telegraph  schools  have  been  scoured 
and  tried  out  with  the  object  of  finding 
enough  competent  men  for  their  purpose, 
but  even  the  telegraph  students  are  becom- 
ing imbued  with  ideas  of  propriety,  and 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  if  he 
is  going  into  the  telegraph  service  that  he 
should  start  right  and  not  commence  by 
doing  wrong  to  his  fellow  workers,  who 
will  be  close  to  him  in  after  years,  should 
he  conclude  to  follow  the  business  of  tele- 
graphy. 

The  fact  that  eighteen  years  of  organi- 
zing work  has  been  done  by  the  railroad 
telegraphers  makes  our  position  a strong 
one  in  case  of  a strike.  Competent  and 
desirable  men  cannot  be  found  in  any  num- 
ber who  are  outside  the  ranks  of  organiza- 
tion. 

Taking  these  facts  into  consideration  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  employes  on  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  Texas  Railway  are  in  a strong 
position  because  they  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  outside  competition,  and  if  they  stand 
firm  as  they  undoubtedly  will,  victory  will 
perch  on  their  banner.  During  the  contin- 
uance of  the  strike  bulletins  will  be  sent 
out  from  headquarters  daily,  of  which  the 
following  is  a sample: 

This  letter  is  mailed  to  you  on  the  third 
day  of  the  strike  and  everything  looks  fav- 
orable to  our  success.  It  is  the  most  com- 
plete and  satisfactory  movement  of  the  kind 


ever  made  by  The  Order  of  Railroad  Tele- 
graphers or  any  other  railroad  organization. 

Yesterday  it  was  rumored  that  the  Com- 
pany was  going  to  ship  a carload  of  men  to 
take  strikers’  places,  but  the  result  was  the 
worst  kind  of  a fizzle,  as  there  was  only 
one  poor  drunken  scab  shipped  out  of  the 
city  and  he  was  too  far  gone  to  be  able  to 
tell  his  destination.  There  was  a good  deal 
of  talk  of  shipping  men  in  great  numbers 
from  other  important  points,  such  as  Kan- 
sas City,  Dallas,  Fort  Worth  and  Houston, 
but  as  far  as  can  be  learned  it  resulted 
about  the  same  as  it  did  in  St.  Louis. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  the  strike  is 
that  of  sending  out  the  train  dispatchers  to 
way  stations  along  the  line  and  having 
them  act  in  the  capacity  of  telegraphers. 
Quite  a number  of  officials  have  demeaned 
themselves  by  taking  telegraphers  places, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  such 
men  hold  themselves  so  cheaply.  The  fact 
is  that  without  regard  to  rank  or  position 
no  fair  minded  man  could  take  a striker’s 
place  under  such  circumstances. 

Some  of  the  superintendents  are  endeav- 
oring to  intimidate  men  on  account  of  them 
being  under  bond.  It  should  be  thoroughly 
understood  that  the  bonds  only  cover  per- 
sonal integrity  of  the  individual,  and  while 
he  acts  in  an  honest  and  straightforward 
manner  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from  any 
bond  company. 

Information  was  received  that  Station 
Agents’  positions  were  being  filled  by  rail- 
way clerks  who  were  supposed  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  of  Railway  Clerks  of 
North  America.  The  Chief  Executive  of 
that  Organization  happening  to  be  in  St. 
Louis  this  morning,  I requested  him  to  call 
upon  me  and  explained  the  situation,  and 
I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  he  took 
immediate  action  to  offset  this  movement. 


It  was  reported  from  some  sources  that 
freight  conductors  were  being  ordered  to 
deliver  freight  and  collect  charges.  The 
matter  was  immediately  taken  up  with 
Grand  Chief  Clark  of  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors  and  the  following  reply  re- 
ceived : “It  is  the  policy  of  our  Order  to 
expect  its  members  to  perform  their  cus- 
tomary and  proper  duties  and  to  decline 
in  proper  way  to  take  places  of  striking 
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men  in  other  classes  of  service.  This  is 
well  understood  by  our  representatives  on 
Katy  and  will  no  doubt  be  followed.” 

Another  movement  of  the  Company  has 
been  to  appoint  clerks  in  the  General  Offi- 
ces as  traveling  auditors  with  instructions 
to  check  out  station  agents,  but  in  some  in- 
stances on  their  arrival  at  destination  they 
have  been  expected  to  take  charge  of  the 
station  after  checking  it,  but  to  their  credit 
many  of  them  have  refused  to  do  this. 

Stories  have  been  circulated,  presumably 
from  official  sources,  that  men  are  return- 
ing to  work  on  other  Divisions  with  the 
object  of  making  a break  in  our  ranks,  but 
the  stories  are  untrue  and  the  men  know 
it  and  the  scheme  fails. 

Hundreds  of  letters  have  been  received 
from  the  membership  along  the  line,  and 
great  numbers  of  telegrams  from  our  local 
chairmen  and  deputy  presidents  and  they 
are  all  of  a favorable  nature.  The  men  are 
standing  firm  and  are  evidently  determined 
to  win  their  points.  If  the  present  status 
of  the  strike  is  maintained,  there  is  no 
other  course  for  the  Company  to  pursue 
than  to  grant  our  very  reasonable  demands 
and  once  more  get  their  road  on  a profit- 
able basis.  The  season  for  large  shipments 
of  cattle,  corn  and  farm  products  is  ap- 
proaching, and  it  does  not  seem  possible 
that  sensible  business  men  could  consent  to 
continue  such  a struggle  as  this  through 
such  a profitable  period. 

Stand  firm  and  the  victory  is  ours. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  the  strike  under  in- 
struction from  higher  authority  the  divis- 
ion superintendents  issued  a notice  to  the 
strikers  stating  that  all  men  who  walked 
out  at  4 o’clock  p.  m.,  August  ist  would  be 
given  until  noon  Friday,  August  12th  to 
return  to  work,  and  those  failing  to  return 
at  that  time  would  not  be  permitted  to 
again  enter  the  services  of  the  company. 

The  men  being  fully  conscious  of  the 
strength  of  the  position  paid  little  or  no 
attention  to  this  notice  issued  by  the  super- 
intendents. Within  24  hours  after  the  ulti- 
matum had  expired  reports  from  every  dis- 
trict on  the  system  received  at  headquar- 
ters showed  that  two  men  returned  to  work 
and  that  otir  committees  induced  ten  men 
to  quit.  A few  broken  down  telegraphers 


who  are  lost  to  all  sense  of  decency  are  all 
the  company  has  been  able  to  hire  so  far, 
and  their  actions  alone  are  enough  to  turn 
matters  in  our  favor,  even  if  there  were  not 
other  influences  at  work.  One  man  stole 
$1000  and  made  his  escape  on  the  first  day 
that  he  was  -in  the  office,  another  man  at 
another  station  took  $300  and  lit  out  for 
parts  unknown;  several  got  on  a drunken 
spree  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  get  their 
hands  upon  a little  ready  money  and  the 
company  is  going  through  the  usual  exper- 
ience with  non-union  telegraphers. 

To  illustrate  what  little  effect  the  ultima- 
tum had  on  the  men  we  quote  from  the 
following  telegrams  received  at  head-quar- 
ters next  day: 

From  Muskogee,  I.  T. 
“Wybark,  Porter,  Coweta  and  Broken 
Arrow  closed  men  are  now  working  on 
Tulsa  and  Osage.” 

From  Ringgold,  Texas 
“Have  been  in  touch  over  my  district  bv 
telephone  to-day  looking  after  Company’s 
ultimatum  to  strikers,  district  solid  and 
stands  firm  with  exception  of  two  nun. 
Onr  efforts  will  be  turned  to  keeping  them 
out  of  the  office,  am  sure  will  be  success- 
ful. Will  wire  situation  to-morrow.” 


From  Sedalia,  Mo. 

“Newspapers  have  instructions  to  stop 
news  of  strike  or  walk,  situation  standing 
about  same  tonight.” 

From  Muskogee.  I.  T. 

“Night  man  Eufaula  operator  Big  Cabin 
quit  work  today ; none  returned  to  work. 
Things  steadily  improving.” 

From  Pittsburg,  Texas. 

"My  territory  stood  pat  and  will  until 
settlement  is  made.” 


From  Granger,  Texas. 

“Line  thoroughly  canvassed,  everybody 
satisfied ; situation  could  not  be  improved, 
this  assurance  from  every  man.  Men  are 
more  determined.  Success  is  now  as- 
sured.” 

La  Grange,  Texas. 

“Twelve  o’clock  noon  Friday  has  passed, 
not  a man  on  my  district  has  weakened. 
It  would  do  you  good  to  see  the  bunch 
here.” 
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From  Denison,  Texas, 

“Everything  looking  fine  tonight,  no  de- 
sertions in  my  territory.  Have  assurances 
from  all  today  that  could  see  and  reach  on 
phone  that  they  will  stand  pat  to  the  unit. 
No  new  men  enployed.” 

From  Atoka.  I.  T. 

“Situation  in  good  shape.  This  p.  m. 
not  a man  gone  to  work.” 

From  Dallas,  Texas 

“Numerous  reports  that  many  old  mm 
have  returned  to  work.  This  is  fake,  all 
standing  firm,  brought  two  men  from 
Rockwall  today.” 

From  Hillsboro,  Texas. 

“Situation  unchanged.  Attempt  to  open 
two  stations  today  failure  on  account  men 
not  shoving  up.  After  twelve  days  Com- 
pany only  filled  three  telegraphers  positions 
out  of  total  fifty-five  .'.cated,  doubt  official 
statements  rep  — ing  men  as  returning  to 
work.  Officials  using  telephones.  Prompt 
investigations  feveal  the  fact  two  instances 
men  are  not  in  the  state.  The  noon  offer 
not  acceptable  time  extended  to  seven, 
thirty  men  standing  firm.” 

As  there  was  a likelihood  of  the  Railway 
Gerks  becoming  involved  the  following 
circular  was  issued  to  the  Local  Lodges  of 
the  National  Order  of  Railway  Clerks  of 
America  by  Brother  J.  V.  Fisler,  Grand 
Chief  of  that  Organization. 

August  3d,  1904. 

All  Recording  Clerks  and  Cashiers  on 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad. 

Brothers  : — In  view  of  the  strike  of  the 
Telegraphers  on  the  above  named  System, 
the  following  instructions  are  issued  for 
the  guidance  of  all  members  employed  on 
same : 

All  members  will  assume  and  maintain 
a neutral  attitude  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  unionism. 

All  members  will  give  their  moral  sup- 
port to  our  Sister  Organization  in  so  far  as 
possible  while  preserving  such  neutrality. 

Members  who  are  ex-telegraphers  will 
refuse  to  allow  themselves  to  be  transferred 
to  the  telegraph  service,  or  perform  any 
duties  in  connection  therewith. 


Members  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Clerk 
and  Telegrapher,  will  refuse  to  perform 
telegraph  service  of  any  character  during 
the  continuance  of  this  strike.  They  will, 
however,  continue  to  perform  their  duty  in 
so  far  as  clerical  work  is  concerned. 

Members  who  are  jointly  Agent  and 
Telegrapher  will  be  expected  to  refuse  to 
handle  business  of  any  character  and  be 
governed  by  the  instructions  of  The  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

Agents  at  stations  where  no  telegraph 
service  was  being  performed  prior  to  this 
strike,  will  continue  to  act  in  the  capacity 
for  which  they  were  engaged,  but  will  re- 
fuse to  be  transferred  for  the  performance 
of  duties  previously  performed  by  a tele- 
grapher. 

No  member  will  allow  themselves  to  be 
transferred  to  any  station  to  act  in  the 
capacity  of  Agent,  where  the  telegraph  ser- 
vice has  been  discontinued  as  a result  of 
this  strike. 

No  member  will  in  any  manner  aid  in 
the  movement  of  trains  by  the  use  of  the 
telephone,  or  any  other  means  of  communi- 
cation. 

All  members  will  be  expected  to  perform 
their  accustomed  duties,  in  so  far  as  the 
performance  of  same  does  not  weaken  the 
chances  of  a successful  termination  of  this 
issue,  refusing  however  to  perform  Tele- 
graph service  of  any  character  or  to  aid  in 
the  movement  of  trains  by  other  means. 

Recording  Gerks  and  Cashiers  will 
transmit  these  instructions  to  all  members 
of  their  respective  locals  employed  upon 
the  above  named  System,  impressing  upon 
them  the  fact  that  their  violation  will  be 
considered  a grave  offence  against  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Order  and  dealt  with  accord- 
ingly. 

In  case  of  dismissal  for  complying  with 
above  promptly  wire  the  undersigned. 

J.  V.  Fisler,  Grand  Chief  Clerk. 


Train  men  were  ordered  to  make  deliv- 
eries of  freght  and  collect  charges,  also  to 
issue  bills  of  lading  and  give  receipts  for 
shipments,  many  of  them  declined  to  do 
anything  of  this  sort,  as  it  was  clearly  an 
infringement  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the 
station  agents  and  seemed  to  be  a breach  of 
union  ethics. 
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This  article  is  written  on  the  14th  day 
of  the  strike  and  it  is  in  better  shape  today 
than  at  its  inception.  It  is  considered  by 
engine  men,  train  men  and  officials  who 
know  of  the  circumstances  to  be  one  of 
the  most  thorough  moves  of  the  kind  ever 
made  by  any  railroad  class.  When  we 
consider  that  our  men  are  scattered  over  a 
wide  territory,  with  only  one  or  two  men 
at  a station,  having  no  opportunities  to  meet 
together  to  exchange  views  and  engender 
enthusiasm,  when  we  consider  that  these 
men  in  their  lonely  positions  are  often  ap- 
proached by  a crowd  of  officials  and  urged 
and  entreated  to  go  back  to  work  and  in 
very  many  instances  train  crews  have 
turned  over  notices  to  men  that  the  strike 
is  over  and  that  they  had  better  get  under 
cover  to  save  their  positions,  when  we 
think  of  these  things  the  sturdy  stand  taken 
by  the  telegraphers  and  station  agents  of 
the  Katy  System,  simply  challenges  admir- 
ation. 

It  is  true  that  they  have  been  under-paid 
and  badly  treated  for  many  years  and  this 
may  be  the  reason  for  the  splendid  stand 
they  have  taken  and  so  boldly  maintained. 
The  telegraphers  all  over  the  country  will 
be  proud  of  the  actions  of  the  brothers  on 
the  Katy,  and  perhaps  have  reason  to  be 
deeply  indebted  to  them  for  having  made  a 
new  era  in  the  business  nf  railway  teleg- 
raphy. 


THE  8T.  LOUIS  TERMINAL  STRIKE. 


©N  August  6th,  the  telegraphers  em- 
ployed on  the  St.  Louis  Railroad 
Terminal  Association  went  out  on 
a strike,  and  the  following  is  a recitation  of 
the  causes  which  led  up  to  it : 

On  March  7th,  1903,  a committee  of  tele- 
graphers held  a conference  with  Mr.  E.  A. 
Chenery,  who  was  at  that  time  Superinden- 
dent  of  Telegraph,  and  discussed  the  mer- 
its of  a schedule,  which  the  committee  had 
drawn  up,  a copy  of  which  had  been  mailed 
Mr.  Chenery  some  time  before.  At  the 
conference  Mr.  Chenery  declined  to  sign 
the  schedule  or  in  any  way  act  upon  it. 
On  April  26th.  1903,  Mr.  E.  F.  Kearney, 
Superintendent  of  Transportation,  was 
waited  upon  by  the  committee,  but  no  bus- 


iness could  be  transacted  for  various  reas- 
ons. Later  on,  the  schedule  matter  was 
taken  up  with  Mr.  Daniel  Breck,  General 
Superintendent  and  Mr.  W.  S.  McChesney, 
President  and  General  Manager,  but  the 
committee  failed  to  obtain  a schedule  or 
any  degree  of  satisfaction.  Subsequently 
the  matter  was  turned  over  to  the  Organi- 
zation in  the  usual  way,  but  our  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive was  unable  to  obtain  a conference 
with  the  managing  officials.  The  matters 
at  issue  were  left  in  abeyance  for  a time 
but  were  brought  to  a crisis  by  the  arbi- 
trary action  of  the  officials  when  eight  of 
the  telegraphers  who  declined  to  handle 
M.  K.  & T.  business  during  the  strike  on 
that  system  were  summarily  discharged  on 
account  of  it.  The  telegraphers  committee 
immediately  thereafter  waited  upon  Gen’l. 
Manager  Robertson  and  requested  him  to 
reinstate  the  men  discharged  and  establish 
a schedule,  such  as  are  in  effect  on  nearly 
all  the  railroads  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Not  getting  a satisfactory  reply, 
the  matter  was  turned  over  to  President 
Perham,  who  immediately  waited  on  Gen- 
eral Manager  Robertson,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  matter  of  reinstatement  of  the  dis- 
charged men  would  be  taken  under  ad- 
visement and  a decision  given  the  follow- 
ing day,  also  that  the  schedule  matter 
would  be  considered  and  a decision  ren- 
dered within  fourteen  days. 

The  committee  waited  on  the  General 
Manager  the  next  day  and  was  informed 
that  application  for  employment  from  the 
discharged  men  would  be  given  considera- 
tion and  they  would  be  given  employment 
as  new  men  when  there  was  a vacancy. 


This  decision  being  considered  arbitrary 
and  unfair,  later  in  the  day  an  ultimatum 
was  sent  giving  the  managing  officials  reas- 
onable time  to  reconsider  their  decision. 
This  communication  being  ignored,  a strike 
vote  was  put  out  and  the  result  was  that 
the  men  walked  out  on  the  evening  of 
August  6th. 

The  telegraphers  involved  are  men  who 
handle  the  vast  system  of  interlocking 
switches  and  signals  at  the  Union  Station, 
Eads  Bridge,  Merchants  Bridge,  Wiggins 
Ferry,  the  Interstate  Car  Transfer,  the  Re- 
lay Depot  at  East  St.  Lou's,  the  Venice  and 
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Carondelet  Belt  and  the  East  St.  Louis 
Belt. 

The  telegraph  positions  are  important, 
the  work  is  complicated  and  it  takes  some 
weeks  to  post  even  a competent  telegrapher 
in  regard  to  the  work.  They  employ  sixty- 
five  men  and  all  but  three  of  them  walked 
out.  The  officials  are  now  manning  the 
telegraph  offices  and  towers  and  are  work- 
ing to  the  limit  of  physical  endurance. 


THE  COMMERCIAL  TELEGRAPHERS 
UNION. 

HE  Second  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Commercial  Telegraphers’  Union  of 
America  was  held  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  of  the  State  Capitol  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  commencing  July  19,  1904.  The 
convention  was  addressed  by  the  Governor 
of  Minnesota,  the  Mayor  of  St.  Paul  and 
many  other  notable  persons.  It  was  the 
most  important  meeting  of  Commercial 
Teelgraphers  ever  held,  and  good  work  was 
done  for  the  permanent  betterment  of  the 
Union.  The  main  feature  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Convention  was  the  enactment  of  a 
set  of  By-Laws  that  are  practical,  concise, 
clear  of  entanglements,  conservative  in 
tone,  and  up  to  date  in  every  particular. 
The  officers  elected  are  clean  and  capable 
men,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  under  their 
careful  guidance  the  Union  will  give  a 
good  account  of  itself. 


The  convention  remained  in  session  from 
11  o’clock  a.  m.  July  19th  to  5:30  a.  m. 
Monday,  July  25th. 

About  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dele- 
gates were  present  at  the  convention  be- 
sides numerous  visitors.  It  was  decided  to 
change  the  national  headquarters  from 
New  York  to  Chicago.  The  next  annual 
convention  will  be  held  at  Cincinnati  and 
after  that  the  conventions  will  be  biennial. 
The  President  of  the  Union  is  hereafter  to 
be  elected  by  a referendum  vote. 

S.  J.  Small  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  was  elect- 
ed president;  A.  G.  Douglas,  of  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.,  first  vice-president;  Orville 
Glenn  of  Winnipeg,  Man.,  second  vice-pres- 
ident; A.  T.  Baum  of  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
third  vice-president;  Wesley  Russell,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  secretary-treasurer; 
Will  C.  Long,  editor  of  the  official  journal. 

The  members  of  the  executive  board  arc 
Messrs  Percy  Thomas,  of  New  York,  J,  E. 
Maddock,  of  Chicago.  M.  J.  Reidy,  of  Bos- 
ton, A.  L.  Boyer  of  St.  Louis,  and  W.  T. 
Craig,  of  Pittsburg. 


NOTICE. 

HIS  issue  of  The  Telegrapher  has 
been  delayed  and  the  editorial  work 
somewhat  neglected  on  account  of 
the  editor  being  on  the  road  looking  after 
matters  pertaining  to  the  strike  on  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railway.  What 
you  miss  in  this  issue  will  undoubtedly  be 
* made  up  in  the  following  issues. 


€fiffORIAL  NOT€5 


The  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  does 
not  countenance  sympathy  strikes. 


Telegraphers  in  search  of  employment 
should  give  St.  Louis  a wide  berth. 


Seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  new 
members  were  admitted  during  the  month 
of  July. 


Twenty  new  and  revised  schedules  have 
been  secured  by  the  Telegraphers  since  Jan. 
1 st.  1904. 


Where  telegraphers  are  offered  employ- 
ment here  and  advised  to  come  at  once, 
they  should  wire  head-quarters  and  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  there  is  troubie  on 
hand  before  accepting  the  position. 
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The  Order  lives  up  to  its  contracts  and 
agreements  the  same  as  if  it  were  under 
bond  to  do  so.  Its  word  is  as  good  as  its 
bond. 


The  negotiations  for  a revised  schedule 
on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  which  have 
been  pending  for  very  nearly  one  year  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  a Government  Board 
of  Arbitration  and  a decision  is  expected 
shortly. 


The  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  has 
had  the  old  maxim  in  mind,  “Prepare  for 
war  in  times  of  peace.”  The  battles  re- 
cently thrust  upon  us  found  the  Order  bet- 
ter equipped  for  them  than  it  ever  was  be- 
fore under  similar  circumstances. 


The  only  safe  plan  to  avoid  labor  troubles 
with  the  telegraphers  is  to  have  employes 
and  employers  arrange  mutually  satisfac- 
tory working  agreements.  The  St.  Louis 
Terminal  Railway  Association  got  into 
trouble  solely  because  they  declined  to 
make  such  an  agreement. 


The  organized  telegraphers  are  leaving 
no  stone  unturned  to  better  their  condition, 
the  old-time  apathy  has  vanished— let  us 
hope  forever. 


During  the  past  month  it  will  be  noticed 
that  they  have  tried  government  interven- 
tion in  Canada.  They  had  two  cases  before 


the  Federation  and  in  two  instances  they 
have  reached  their  limit  and  gone  out  on  a 
strike,  even  their  worst  enemies  must  ad- 
mire their  activity. 


The  annual  convention  of  the  Commer- 
cial Telegraphers’  LUtion  of  America  was 
held  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  commencing  July 
13th  and  lasted  seven  days.  It  was  the 
most  important  meeting  of  the  Commercial 
Telegraphers  ever  held  and  served  to  illus- 
trate that  the  organization  has  made  tre- 
mendous strides  during  the  past  year. 


Three  schedule  negotiations  were  con- 
cluded in  the  month  of  July.  The  Missouri 
Pacific  revised  schedule  was  settled  by  the 
officers  of  the  system  federation,  a new 
schedule  was  secured  by  the  Federated 
Board  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Rail- 
way, and  a revised  schedule  on  the  Sea- 
board Air  Line  Railway  was  secured  by 
the  General  Committee. 


What  with  Parryites,  Citizens  Alliances, 
Employers  Associations  and  General  Man- 
agers’ Associations,  organized  labor  is  hav- 
ing the  time  of  its  life.  It  will  come  out 
on  top  and  be  improved  by  the  rough  ex- 
periences it  is  going  through.  “Adversity 
makes  the  man,”  and  opposition  cannot 
come  too  thick  for  an  organization  provided 
it  is  founded  on  good  principles  and  man- 
aged by  fair  men. 
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PERSONAL  MENTION 


The  following  births  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Hooe,  of  Niles, 
Calif.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs,  E.  I.  Eby,  of  Milo, 
Ohio,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  O.  Welch,  of  Mid- 
land, La.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  B.  B.  Brown,  of  Wau- 
kee,  Iowa,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Cloud,  of  Look- 
eba,  O.  T.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Siegel,  of  Mer- 
ritt, Mich.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Walker,  of  Key- 
ser,  N.  C.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Brown,  of 
Lyons,  Ga.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Nelson,  of 
Ehler,  Iowa,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  N.  C.  Risser,  of  Cat- 
awissa,  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Kemp,  of  Nora 
Springs,  Iowa,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Schattuck,  of 
Buford,  N.  D.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Williamson,  of 
Laurel,  Mont.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Khehs,  of 
Dixon,  Mont.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  Steen  of  Kerk- 
hoven,  Minn.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  King,  of  Vir- 
ginia. Minn.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Thomson,  of 
Galveston,  Tex.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  McCabe,  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  I.  Roy.  of  New- 
foundland. N.  J.,  a boy. 


To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  McNeil,  of 
Despatch,  N.  Y.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  F.  G.  Thompson,  of 
Wayne  City,  111.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kinser,  of 
Roderfield,  W.  Va.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  V.  T.  Reynolds,  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  of 
New  Sweden  Sta.,  Maine,  a girl. 


The  following  marriages  have  been  re- 
ported since  the  last  issue  of  The  Tele- 
grapher. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Stewart,  of  Div.  76  to  Miss 
Mable  McQueen. 

At  Madelia,  Minn..  Bro.  H.  L.  Glick.  of 
Div.  76,  to  Miss  Finlay. 

At.  Athol,  S.  D.,  Bro.  A.  Price,  of  Div. 
76.  to  Miss  Mable  Enos. 

At  Hamley,  Ohio,  Bro.  J.  D.  Jones,  of 
Div.  33,.  to  Miss  Zoa  Statler. 

At  Chatham,  Ont.,  Bro.  S.  P.  Kennon,  of 
Div.  1,  to  Miss  Mable  Walters. 

At  Checotah,  I.  T.,  Bro.  H.  Van  Meter, 
of  Div.  22,  to  Miss  Ada  Wri"!.l. 

At  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  Bro.  Earl  C.  Reed  of 
Div.  76.  to  Miss  Ninita  N.  3oyer. 

At  Kilgore,  Ky.,  Bro.  H.  W.  Calhoun,  of 
Div.  14,  to  Miss  Pearl  Hedrick. 

At  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Bro.  E.  Cosgrove, 
of  Div.  93,  to  Miss  Bettie  Arnold. 

At  Pueblo,  Colo.,  Bro.  C.  C.  Denney,  of 
Div.  31,  to  Miss  Frances  Gallagher. 

At  Barrvtown,  N.  Y.,  Bro.  H.  J.  Lake,  of 
Div.  78,  to  Miss  Hattie  McCallum. 

At  Unionville,  Ont.,  Bro.  W.  E.  Amiss, 
of  Div.  1,  to  Miss  Lavina  Coulson. 

At  Spaulding,  Idaho,  Bro.  J.  Blakemaii. 
of  Div.  2,  to  Miss  Alice  Goldsmith. 
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At  Clinton,  Mont.,  Bro.  L.  E.  Arnold,  of 
Div.  54.  to  Miss  Estella  Blybetters. 

At  Odessa,  Wash.,  Bro.  A.  W.  Sterling, 
of  Div.  70,  to  Miss  Ruby  O.  Pool. 

At  Wilmington,  Del..  Bro.  J.  T.  Jump, 
of  Div.  58  to  Miss  Ethel  M.  Emerson. 

At  Harrisville,  Ind.,  Bro.  R.  M.  Ar- 
buckle,  of  Div.  138,  to  Miss  Lulu  Nicely. 

At  New  Haven,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Dan  M. 
Brown,  of  Div.  33,  to  Miss  Wyoma  Roush. 

At  Portland,  Oregon,  Bro.  Edw.  War- 
rensford,  of  Div.  54*  to  Miss  Aimee  Ross. 

At  Oaktaha,  I.  T.,  Bro.  Clarence  Heth- 
erwick.  of  Div.  22,  to  Miss  May  McGinnis. 

At  Pottstown,  Pa.,  Bro.  Penrose  L. 
Reichwine,  of  Div.  4,  to  Miss  Marion  Pearl 
Elliott. 

At  North  Java,  N.  Y.,  Bro.  D.  W. 
Thorne,  of  Div.  30,  to  Miss  Lydia  M. 
Dewey. 

The  Telegrapher  extends  congratula- 
tions to  the  happy  couples. 


The  following  deaths  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher 

At  Lareda,  Texas,  son  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Dan- 
iels, of  Div.  25. 

At  Rockwell  City,  Iowa,  wife  of  Bro,  H. 
C.  Troth,  of  Div.  1 14* 

At  Cherry  Hill,  Pa.,  little  daughter  of 
Bro.  E.  R.  Latimer,  of  Div.  57. 

At  Toronto,  Ont.,  wife  of  Bro.  John 
Sandford,  of  the  Grand  Division. 

At  Port  Tobacco,  Md.,  Mrs.  John  S. 
Button,  sister  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Albritton,  of 
Div.  60. 

At  Springfield,  Minn.,  Stella  Francis 
Doskoske.  little  daughter  of  Brother  J.  R. 
Doskoske,  of  Div.  76. 

The  bereaved  relatives  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  all. 


WANTED. 

Present  address  of  M.  B.  Rice. 

L.  W.  Quick. 

Present  address  of  J.  H.  Loving. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Loving. 
Dempsey,  W.  Ya. 


Present  address  of  Operator  Brenman. 
“Red”  if  you  see  this  please  write  me  at 
Mansfield.  111.  G.  R.  Dye. 

Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of  E. 
E.  Beach  will  kindly  advise 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Beach, 

933  27th  Ave..  South,  Seattle.  Wash. 

Present  address  of  C.  Laughlin,  formerly 
of  Campbbelltown.  N.  B. 

A.  Ferguson,  care  Great  Northern  Ry., 
Everett,  Wash. 

Present  address  of  H.  O.  Saul,  last  heard 
of  working  for  S.  P.,  Crowley,  La.  “A”  if 
you  see  this  write  me  care  Cotton  Belt. 
Gilmer,  Texas.  T.  C.  Liddell. 

Present  address  of  W.  E.  Sly.  “UT”  if 
you  see  this  write  me  a line. 

M.  S.  Weatherly. 

Bonita,  Kans. 

To  exchange  train  orders  with  any 
brother.  Have  forms  of  several  different 
roads.  H.  W.  Taylor. 

Galion,  Mich. 

Present  address  of  T.  F.  Clancey,  last 
heard  of  was  with  C.  C.  & G.  at  Hailey- 
ville,  I.  T.  M.  W.  Clancey. 

Oliver’s  Mills,  Pa. 

In  my  notice  in  the  May  number  my  ad- 
dress was  given  as  Shiloh,  Ore.  Please 
send  exchanges  to,  G.  A.  McBride, 
Shiloh,  Ohio. 

Copy  of  any  train  order  from  each  road 
in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada.  Will  exchange 
with  any  brother.  W.  H.  Salter. 

Lumberville,  Pa. 

Present  address  of  Harry  M.  Douglass, 
formerly  of  Houston,  Texas. 

D.  G.  Carey. 

Care  Beare  Bros,  Humboldt.  Tenn. 

Present  address  of  Clifford  G.  Brown- 
ell. Last  heard  of  on  the  C.  P.  R.  If  you 
see  this.  Cliff,  write  to  your  old  pard. 

A.  Ferguson. 

Care  G.  N.  Ry.,  Everett,  Wash. 

Present  address  of  Geo.  A.  Lindley.  Last 
heard  of  was  working  on  the  Frisco  at 
Granbury,  Texas.  Old  man,  if  you  see  this 
write  me  at  Elroy,  111.  Important. 

C.  C.  Garner. 
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Present  address  of  M.  D.  Stein,  last 
heard  of  working  night  at  North  Findlay, 
Ohio,  T.  & O.  C.  (“Si”  if  you  see  this 
write  me  Box  456,  North  Baltimore,  Ohio. 

Wm.  Morehead, 

Present  address  of  O.  P.  Harpel.  last 
heard  of  at  Parkersburg.  W.  Va.  Any  in- 
formation will  be  gratefully  received  by 
the  family.  O.  R.  Harpel, 

139  East  Broadway,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of  my 
brother  John  H.  Brady,  will  confer  a favor 
by  addressing  me.  Last  heard  of  about 
ten  years  ago  railroading  in  Texas. 

F.  J.  Brady, 

Pt.  Clinton,  Pa. 

Lxrmce  kbvnmnbr  Lcvm  bz  moc  Inwn- 
vvnkkn  br  wbte  oxjnrs  rb  kohvnatw  cux- 
inrxmnbr  zbw  mcpcwstkowv  lxrm  mb  scm 
bzz  vtrmx  zc  xrh  ywb  frblurs  br  bkcrnrs 
xejnvc.  O.  B.  Xplcwvbk, 

Icppcr,  Xwndbrx. 

Present  address  of  A.  P.  Smith,  last  ac- 
count worked  for  M.  K.  & T.,  Checotah, 
I.  T.,  in  1903.  Any  information  concerning 
him  will  be  thankfully  received. 

W.  H.  Smith, 
Town  Creek,  Ala. 

Present  address  of  G.  L.  Howell,  last 
heard  of  working  for  the  L.  & N.  R.  R., 
Montgomery,  Ala.  Anyone  knowing  his 
whereabouts  kindly  write  me.  “N”  if  you 
see  this  write  your  old  friend  a line  at 


Belgrade,  Mont.,  care  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  G.  W.  Woodall. 

Present  address  of  Rufus  M.  Bowers, 
worked  at  Campbell,  Mo.,  in  March,  1902. 
Last  heard  of  enroute  through  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, presumably  for  Texas.  Anyone 
knowing  his  whereabouts  will  confer  a fa- 
vor by  writing  me.  T.  J.  Bowers, 

Bono,  Ark. 

Address  of  J.  L.  Davis,  last  account  on 
Union  Pacific  at  Tipton,  Wyo.,  in  January 
going  West.  Height  about  5 ft.,  8 in. ; 
weight  135  to  145  lbs.;  dark  hair;  small 
blue  or  gray  eyes ; wore  dark  clothes  and 
small  low  black  hat ; about  32  to  35  years  of 
age.  Has  had  about  15  years  railroad  ex- 
perience, a good  part  of  it  in  the  West. 
Worked  on  C.  R.  I.  & P.  in  Kansas  for  a 
while  about  twelve  years  ago  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Chicago.  Is  originally  from 
Pennsylvania.  Very  important. 

P.  J.  Garvin, 
Lee’s  Summit,  Mo. 


LOST  OR  STOLEN. 

Card  No.  2495,  Certificate  2400,  Grand 
Division,  for  term  ending  Dec.  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  5598,  Certificate  3430,  Grand 
Division,  for  term  ending  Dec.  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  20418,  for  term  ending  June  30, 
1904,  and  card  No.  1257  for  term  ending 
Dec.  31,  1904,  Certificate  No.  688,  Division 

130- 
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“Find  a way  or  make  one.’ 

* * * 

Honesty  needs  no  advertising. 

* * * 

That  which  is  useless  cannot  be  harmless. 

* * * 

It  is  easier  to  endure  failure  that  to  bear 
success. 

♦ * * 

Today  is  never  bettered  by  tomorrow’s 
burdens. 

* * * 

Grass  widows  haven’t  got  the  clover  mar- 
ket cornered. 

* * * 

Marriage  is  often  the  outcome  of  possess- 
ing a good  income. 

* * * 

It  is  easier  to  acquire  a wife  than  it  is  to 
keep  a servant  girl. 

* * * 

Crumbs  of  comfort  never  come  from  eat- 
ing crackers  in  bed. 

* * * 

No  movement  advances  faster  than  the 
reason  directing  it. 

* * * 

The  lucky  man  is  the  man  who  sees  and 
grasps  his  opportunity. 

* * * 

It  is  usually  the  painstaking  man  who 
manages  to  avoid  pain. 

* * * 

Flattery  is  a sort  of  bad  money,  to  which 
vanity  gives  currency. 

* * * 

It  is  easier  to  buy  some  men  than  it  is  to 
induce  them  to  stay  bought. 

* * * 

The  usual  fortune  of  complaint  is  to  ex- 
cite contempt  more  than  pity. 


Justice  and  reason  are  the  only  permanent 
levers  of  the  labor  movement. 

* * * 

Horseless  milk  wagons  for  the  delivery 
of  cowless  milk  is  about  the  limit. 

♦ * * 

The  mightiness  of  the  hairpin  exceeds 
that  of  both  the  pen  and  the  sword. 

* * * 

In  Saxony,  Germany,  there  is  an  indus- 
trial school  for  every  16,641  inhabitants. 

* * * 

Most  unhappy  married  folks  are  so.  not 
because  of  marriage,  but  in  spite  of  it. 

* * * 

’Tis  not  enough  to  help  the  feeble  up. 
but  to  support  him  after. — Shakespeare. 

* * * 

The  moment  a man  is  satisfied  with  him- 
self everybody  else  is  dissatisfied  with  him. 

* * * 

While  the  fool  is  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity the  wise  man  makes  one. — Lavater. 

* * * 

A woman  may  drive  her  husband  to 
drink,  but  she  can’t  make  him  take  water. 

* * * 

High  heels,  say  the  physicians,  are  a 
crime.  Highballs,  we  suppose,  are  a bless- 
ing. 

* * * 

The  unorganized  man  doesn’t  count.  He 
is  nothing  when  he  ought  to  be  something. 
In  fact,  he  is  an  optical  illusion. 

* * * 

When  you  fret  and  fume  at  the  petty  ills 
of  life,  remember  that  the  wheels  which  go 
round  without  creaking  last  the  longest. 
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Reciprocity  is  the  art  of  exchanging 
something  you  don’t  want  for  something 
you  do. 

* * * 

A man  knows  just  what  to  do  in  the  hour 
of  danger  as  long  as  the  danger  doesn’t 
show  up. 

♦ * * 

Seamen  on  native  river  craft  get  $3.00  a 
month  in  China;  on  sea-going  Chinese  ves- 
sels, $8.00. 

* * * 

Our  deepest  sorrows  affect  the  temper 
less  hurtfully  than  do  our  minor  disap- 
pointments. 

* * * 

When  a man  admits  that  his  wife  is  an 
angel  it’s  safe  to  ask  him  how  long  he  has 
been  a widower. 

* * * 

Men  would  go  wrong  less  frequently  if 
they  stopped  to  think  how  brief  a time  they 
have  to  go  right. 

♦ * * 

In  arithmetic  ten  times  one  makes  ten; 
in  unionism  ten  times  one  makes  twenty, 
and  sometimes  more. 

* * * 

Ignorance  and  prejudice  should  be  the 
destroyed  and  not  the  destroyers  of  the 
trades-union  movement. 

♦ * * 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  there  is 
not  a single  human  relation  into  which  the 
labor  question  does  not  enter. 

* * * 

A railroad  man  who  doesn’t  appreciate 
the  benefits  of  organization  is  like  a fish 
which  doesn’t  know  that  water  is  wet. 

* * * 

The  Russian  Government  has  provided 
for  spending  $11,000,000  for  immediate  im- 
provements in  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway. 

♦ * * 

Some  people  are  like  those  who  ride 
backward  in  a railway  train — they  never 
see  anything  until  after  they  have  gone  past 
it. 

* * * 

The  agricultural  workers  of  Belgium 
have  the  finest  agricultural  co-operative 


system  in  the  world.  Since  its  adoption 
it  has  proved  successful  and  steadily  grown. 

* * * 

The  man  who  thinks  he  can  be  more  In- 
dependent out  of  the  union  is  Hke  the  man 
who  jumped  in  the  river  to  get  out  of  the 
rain. 

* * * 

Thirty  per  cent  of  those  employed  in  the 
textile  industry  in  the  State  of  Alabama  are 
reported  to  be  under  the  age.  of  sixteen 
years. 

* * * 

A man  should  consider  that  an  injury  is 
not  to  be  measured  by  the  notion  of  him 
that  gives,  but  of  him  that  receives  it. — 
Addison. 

* * ♦ 

It  has  been  discovered  that  good  paper 
can  be  made  from  the  refuse  hops  which 
have  hitherto  been  thrown  away  by  the 
breweries. 

* * * 

The  message  of  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico  states  that  the  mileage  of 
the  railway  system  of  Mexico  now  aggre- 
gates 10,078  miles. 

* * * 

Seventeen  coal  companies  of  Illinois  were 
convicted  of  being  members  of  a trust,  in 
the  appellate  court  of  Chicago,  and  each 
must  pay  a fine  of  $500. 

* * * 

The  building  trades  unions  in  New 
Hampshire  are  trying  to  have  it  determined 
that  all  public  buildings  in  the  State  shall 
be  constructed  by  union  labor  exclusively. 


* * * 

The  seashore  resorts  have  opened.  A 
girl  was  ordered  from  the  beach  at  Coney 
the  other  day  because  other  women  in 
bathing  attire  complained  that  she  had 
gone  into  the  water. 

* * * 


Some  of  organized  labor’s  bitterest  ene- 
mies are  dead  and  forgotten,  but  organized 
labor  is  just  awakening  to  its  power,  and 
in  a few  more  years  will  win  justice  and 
recognition  from  all  sides. 
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In  the  Australian  House  of  Representa- 
tives recently  a labor  member  made  a mo- 
tion in  favor  of  establishing  a common- 
wealth clothing  factory  to  manufacture  all 
cloth  and  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  fed- 
eral department. 


In  order  to  encourage  industrial  enter- 
price,  the  municipalitiy  of  Cantania,  Italy, 
has  decided  to  award  a premium  of  £2.000 
to  any  new  industry  which  is  established 
in  the  town  and  employs  not  fewer  than 
100  workmen  or  individuals  daily.  Such 


J.  M.  Apple.  J.  R.  Young.  H.  S.  Teague.  S.  J.  Townes. 
SOLID  O.  R.  T.  GROUP.  NORFOLK  & WESTERN  RY. 


The  label  must  be  respected  by  union 
men  themselves,  and  this  only  will  be  done 
as  a good  mechanic  is  respected — by  mak- 
ing it  the  emblem  of  excellency  in  workman- 
ship.— Union  Label  Magazine. 

* * * 

The  trades  union  movement  was  never 
numerically,  financially  or  intellectually  in 
better  condition  than  it  is  now,  but  it  is 
not  by  any  means  as  good,  strong  or  power- 
ful as  it  can  be,  should  be  and  would  be  if 
we  but  do  our  duty. 

* * * 

In  a train  wreck  in  the  province  of 

Tereul,  Spain,  thirty  persons  lost  their 

lives.  The  train  was  derailed  on  a bridge 
over  the  Kilcoa  river  and  the  bridge  took 
fire  and  the  engine  fell  into  the  river, 
dragging  a number  of  coaches  behind  it. 


an  industry  which  further  develops  will 
receive  £1,000  for  each  batch  of  50  indi- 
viduals employed  in  excess  of  the  first  100. 

* * * 

Chinese  laborers  have  invaded  South 
Africa  in  such  numbers  that  the  house  of 
assembly  at  Cape  Town  has  passed  a rigid 
Chinese  exclusion  bill,  which  now  awaits 
the  King’s  assent  before  receiving  the  Gov- 
ernor’s approval. 

* * * 

The  blacksnake  that  swallows  four  door 
knobs  under  the  impression  that  they  are 
eggs,  has  opened  the  snake  season  by  steal- 
ing a march  on  the  rattlesnake  that  flags 
the  limited  train  and  saves  it  from  disaster. 


A Pennsylvania  man  says  he  fed  poultry 
food  to  his  horse  by  mistake,  and  in  a day 
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or  two  the  animal  was  out  in  the  yard  try- 
ing to  scratch,  and  plainly  wanted  to  sit. 
There  is  no  use  to  look  over  the  other 
manuscripts  received,  this  contributor  takes 
the  prize. 

* * * 

Five  homing  pigeons  have  been  shipped 
from  San  Antonio  to  Philadelphia  to  fly 
in  one  of  the  longest  homing  pigeon  races 
ever  held  in  the  United  States.  The  race 
will  be  from  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  San  An- 
tonio, on  an  air  line  of  1,500  miles. 

* * * 

A commissary  and  a lodging  house  for 
idle  miners  and  mill  men  in  the  district 
have  been  opened  at  Telluride,  Col.,  by  the 
Western  Federation  of  Miners.  The  num- 
ber of  men  already  thrown  out  of  work  in 


4,512;  previous  month,  5,965;  same  month 
a year  ago,  10,665.  The  aggregate  duration 
of  strikes,  new  and  old,  was  74,500  work- 
ing days;  previous  month,  67,000  days; 
same  month  a year  ago,  233,700  days. 

* * *’ 

The  postmaster  general  and  the  Japanese 
minister  have  signed  a parcels  post  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  Japan. 
The  agreement  will  take  effect  Aug.  1. 
The  treaty  allows  a maximum  limit  of 
weight  of  4 lbs.  6 ozs.  in  the  mails  between 
the  two  countries.  The  rate  fixed  is  2 
cents  a pound  or  fraction  thereof. 

* * * 

Remember  as  long  as  you  live,  that  noth- 
ing but  strict  truth  can  carry  you  through 


Val.  Zink.  G.  I,.  Skinklb.  J.  R.  Heilman.  W.  W.  Goodlivb. 

C.  M.  Dbvitt.  P.  J.  Goodlivb.  W.  F.  Denton. 

BURLINGTON  ROUTE  O.  R.  T.  GROUP. 


consequence  of  the  mill  men’s  strike  is 
about  1,000. 

* * * 

The  number  involved  in  labor  disputes 
in  England  in  the  month  of  April  was  only 


the  world,  with  either  your  conscience  or 
honor  unwounded.  It  is  not  only  your 
duty  but  your  interest ; as  a proof  of  which 
you  may  always  observe  that  the  greatest 
fools  are  the  greatest  liars. — Chesterfield. 
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Cincinnati  labor  unions  are  to  have  a gen- 
eral headquarters  for  all  organization  in 

that  city.  Representatives  and  business 
agents  of  a large  number  of  unions  held 
a meeting  and  formed  an  association  to  be 
known  as  the  Amalgamated  Board  of  La- 
bor Union  Representatives,  and  its  purpose 
is  to  establish  headquarters  and  desk  room 
for  the  different  business  agents  of  that 
city. 

* * * 

A tailor  died  in  Chicago  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three  recently,  and  the  doctor  gave 

the  cause  of  death  as  ‘premature  sen- 

ility.” In  other  words,  the  tailor  died  of 
old  age.  A resident  of  a college  settlement 
made  an  investigation  and  found  that  this 
tailor  had  been  running  a sewing  machine 
ever  since  he  had  been  a six-year-old  boy. 
The  hard  work  had  stopped  his  growth 
and  made  him  an  old  man  at  a time  when 
he  should  have  been  in  the  prime  of  his 
manhood. 


James  Redpath,  the  historian,  said  with 
regard  to  the  shorter  hours  of  labor:  “I 
favor  the  eight-hour  work-day.  Whether 
or  not  it  will  increase  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  goods  is  of  infinitely  less  import- 
ance to  a democratic  civilization  than  the 
more  equitable  distribution  of  wealth,  leis- 
ure and  intellectual  advantages.  Better 
dear  goods  than  cheap  men.  The  most 
important  products  of  a republic  are  not 
its  manufactures,  but  its  citizens.  Long 
hours  made  shoddy  Americans.” 

* * * 

Forty-seven  factories  in  eleven  States 
have  agreed  to  use  the  label  of  the  Con- 
sumers’ League  on  their  goods,  and  im- 
making  this  agreement  have  obligated  them- 
selves not  to  employ  children  under  six- 
ten  years  of  age ; overtime  not  to  be 
worked ; garments  are  made  wholly  in  the 
factory,  and  are  not  given  out  to  be  made 
up  in  the  homes,  and  the  factory  laws 
are  to  be  fully  observed. 
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he  stepped  into  the  dark  street  it 
/V/  began  to  rain  dismally.  This  pleased 
• * him,  for  it  added  to  the  blackness 

of  the  night,  and  had  a tendency  to  drive 
away  any  late  pedestrian. 

He  was  not  hampered  by  baggage.  Such 
articles  as  he  needed — a bar  of  soap,  an 
air-pump,  a can  of  nitro-glycerin,  some 
fuses,  a jimmy,  a dark  lantern,  a revolver — 
he  carried  in  his  pockets,  and,  under  his 
coat,  a folded  grain  sack. 

Without  pausing,  without  hesitating,  he 
glanced  searchingly  up  and  down  the  street. 
No  living  creature  was  stirring. 

A few  strides  took  him  to  the  side  win- 
dow of  a building.  The  sill  was  on  a level 
with  his  head.  He  tried  to  raise  the  sash, 
but,  as  he  expected,  it  was  fastened.  So 
he  took  a stout  knife  from  his  pocket,  and, 
slipping  its  thin  edge  under  the  frame, 
threw  all  his  weight  suddenly  upon  the 
handle. 

With  a report  like  a pistol,  the  lock 
snapped.  For  five  minutes,  perhaps,  the 
burglar  crouched  in  the  shadows  under  the 
window,  watching,  listening.  But  not  a 
sound,  save  the  patter  of  rairi  in  the  street, 
did  he  hear;  not  a moving  object  did  he  see. 

Then  carefully,  noiselessly,  he  raised  the 
sash  and  climbed  in.  He  was  in  total  dark- 
ness, but  knew  exactly  where  he  stood.  ' He 
could  have  drawn  an  accurate,  detailed  plan 
of  the  interior  of  the  building — knew  pre- 
cisely how  many  feet  it  was  from  the  win- 
dow to  the  safe ; from  the  safe  to  the  front 
doors. 

So,  although  he  could  not  see.  his  hand 
before  him,  he  turned  confidently  to  his 
left  and  walked  six  paces.  Then  he  circled 
to  his  right  around  the  end  of  the  counter 
and  took  four  steps  more.  Pausing,  lie 
reached  out  his  hand  and  touched  the  safe. 


The  burglar  moved  his  hand  gleefully 
over  the  door  and  laughed.  The  bank  was 
not  provided  with  a vault.  A good  vault 
costs  almost  as  much  as  a building,  and 
this  was  a small  bank  in  a country  town. 
So  the  funds  were  intrusted  t'  the  pro- 
tection of  this  “burglar-proof  safe.  He 
wondered  what  the  citizens  woulu  say  about 
“burglar-proof”  safes  while  gathering  up 
the  pieces. 

Without  losing  a moment,  he  filled  the 
cracks  around  the  door  with  soap,  leaving 
one  small  opening.  To  this  opening  he 
attached  his  pump  and  exhausted  the  air 
on  the  inside. 

Closing  the  opening,  he  cut  off  a piece  of 
the  bar  of  soap,  and  rolling  it  between  his 
palms  and  moulding  it  with  his  fingers, 
soon  fashioned  it  into  the  shape  of  a small 
cup.  This  he  fastened  at  the  bottom  of  the 
door  and  filled  with  nitro-glycerin.  Then 
he  attached  a fuse. 

Ten  feet  from  the  safe  a door  opened  into 
the  rear  office  of  the  bank,  and  in  this 
room  the  safe-breaker  had  planned  to  seek 
refuge  while  the  explosive  was  doing  its 
work.  Not  desiring  to  tarry  unnecessarily 
in  close  proximity  to  the  charge  of  nitro- 
glycerin about  to  explode,  he  concluded,  be- 
fore lighting  the  fuse,  to  satisfy  himself 
that  the  door  of  this  inner  room  was  not 
locked  or  bolted. 

He  turned  the  knob,  the  door  opened 
readily,  and  he  took  one  step  across  the 
threshold.  Then  he  paused.  In  the  intense 
darkness  he  could  not  see  an  object;  in  the 
perfect  silence  he  could  not  hear  a sound. 

But  something  — premonition,  instinct, 
some  indefinable  sixth  sense — sent  a chill 
through  him,  and  he  trembled  as  one  who 
suddenly  becomes  conscious  of  the  presence 
of  unseen  spirits. 

Without  the  power  to  move,  he  stood 
staring  into  the  darkness,  the  perspiration 
standing  in  big  drops  upon  his  forehead. 
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With  the  desperation  that  fear  inspires, 
he  drew  his  dark  lantern,  slipped  back  the 
slide,  and  threw  the  searching  glare  around 
the  room,  lighting  first  the  most  distant 
comer.  Slowly  he  moved  the  lantern,  bring- 
ing the  round  spot  of  brilliant  light  toward 
him  across  the  carpet. 

Suddenly  he  uttered  a low  cry  and  shrank 
back  as  the  light  fell  fiercely  upon  an  object 
at  his  feet. 

So  near  that  by  stooping  the  burglar 
could  have  touched  him,  a dead  man  lay, 
his  waxen  face  and  sightless  eyes  turned 
upward.  The  carpet,  where  his  head  and 
shoulders  rested,  gleamed  scarlet  with  his 
blood ; the  nerveless  fingers  on  his  right 
hand  clasped  a pistol ; in  the  center  of  his 
forehead  was  a ghastly  wound. 

With  a strange  weakness  in  his  knees, 
the  burglar  bent  over  the  dead  man,  brushed 
back  his  matted  hair,  took  the  pistol  gently 
from  the  stiffened  fingers,  and  folded  his 
hands  across  his  breast.  Tn  the  corpse,  the 
cracksman  recognized  Frazer,  the  bank 
cashier. 

On  the  desk  near  him  was  the  following 
letter  unsealed : 

“Being  no  longer  able  to  conceal  my 
shortage,  to  hide  the  fact  that  the  safe  does 
not  contain  the  amount  of  money  it  should, 
and  being  a coward.  I have  chosen  a 
coward’s  method  of  paying  my  debt.  I do 
not  ask  for  pity.  I only  ask  compassion 
for  my  wife.” 

For  a moment  the  burglar  stood  unde- 
cided, the  letter  in  his  hand.  Suddenly, 
breaking  the  oppressive  silence,  came  the 
loud  ringing  of  a telephone  bell. 

Instantly,  involuntarily,  the  burglar  closed 
the  lantern-slide,  gripped  his  revolver  and 
crouched  behind  the  desk  Again  the  bell 
rang,  and  mechanically  he  arose  and  walked 
to  the  telephone.  Standing  with  one  foot 
on  each  side  of  the  dead  cashier,  he  took 
down  the  receiver. 

“Hello,”  he  said,  striving  to  imitate  the 
voice  of  one  whose  eyes  he  could  feel,  but 
could  not  see. 

He  was  answered  by  a woman. 

“Oh,  Henry.”  she  said,  “I  have  just  awak- 
ened from  such  a vivid — such  an  awful 
dream.  I know  it  is  silly,  but  it  frightened 
me.  I dreamed  that  you  were  in  trouble — 


in  disgrace.  And  then  I awoke  and  found 
you  had  not  returned  home.  Oh,  Henry, 
what  is  keeping  you  so  late?  Come  home 
at  once,  will  you  not,  dear?” 

“Yes,”  the  burglar  replied,  as  one  in  a 
daze. 

“Do,”  she  continued,  and  there  was 
anxiety  in  her  voice.  “I  am  so  glad,  so 
glad  it  was  only  a dream.  I would  rather 
see  you  dead  than  dishonored,  Henry,  dear.” 

The  burglar  crept  back  to  the  desk  and 
seated  himself  in  the  dead  man’s  chair,  the 
woman’s  voice  ringing  in  his  ears. 

That  voice.  It  haunted  him  like  a mem- 
ory of  the  long  ago,  like  an  ecno  of  the 
days  of  childhood.  It  thrilled — it  stirred 
him.  It  aroused  the  old  mad  love  of  his 
boyhood. 

Whose  voice  was  it?  Undoubtedly  the 
wife  of  the  dead  coward  lying  at  his  feet. 
But  who  had  she  been  before — before  she 
married  him? 

That  voice.  Could  it  be  Martha  Grant? 
Years  and  years  ago  when  they  were  school- 
mates, he  had  loved  Martha,  worshiping  her 
from  afar,  for  she  lived  in  a fine  house  in 
the  best  part  of  the  town,  and  he  was  a 
child  of  the  slums.  A vast  social  gulf  di- 
vided them,  but  he  loved  her  in  secret, 
knowing  that  he  scarcely  entered  her 
thoughts. 

Once  he  had  thrashed  a boy  for  teasing 
her,  and  she  had  smiled  at  him. 

He  had  never  forgotten  that  smile.  That 
was  years  and  years  ago,  but,  though  she 
had  long  since  passed  out  of  his  life,  he 
had  never  loved  another.  And  now — was 
that  voice  indeed  the  voice  of  Martha 
Grant  ? 

Again  the  burglar  deliberately  opened  the 
slide  of  his  lantern  and  turned  the  gleam 
around  the  bank.  There,  upon  the  wall,  he 
saw  a picture  in  a silvery  frame.  It  was  a 
photograph  of  a woman — not  a particularly 
handsome  woman — but  glorified  by  a daz- 
zling smile — and  he  recognized  that  smile. 

From  that  face  he  turned  reluctantly  at 
last  to  gaze  with  scorn  at  the  cold  features 
of  the  man  lying  there  with  the  scarlet 
mark  of  sin  upon  his  brow.  He  felt  no  pity 
now — nothing  but  contempt;  but  Martha’s 
words,  “I  would  rather  see  you  dead  than 
dishonored,”  kept  ringing  in  his  ears. 
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With  a smile  he  placed  the  letter — the 
contemptible  letter— in  his  pocket,  picked  up 
Frazer’s  pistol,  replaced  the  empty  chamber 
with  a loaded  cartridge,  and  laid  the  weapon 
in  a drawer.  Then  he  tore  the  collar  of 
the  cashier’s  coat,  ripped  one  sleeve  half 
its  length,  and  overturned  the  chairs  and 
scattered  them  about. 

It  was  nearly  daybreak.  In  a few  mo- 
ments the  gray  would  be  creeping  up  the 
eastern  sky. 

Quickly  the  burglar  blew  open  the  safe 
and  scattered  the  gold  and  silver  and  bank 
notes  upon  the  floor. 

“Now,”  he  said  to  himself,  “they  will  find 
the  evidences  of  burglary,  the  cashier  mur- 
dered.” 

Leaving  his  soap  and  dark  lantern  by  the 
shattered  safe,  he  fled,  and  two  things  only 
did  he  take— the  cashier’s  lettei  and  the 
photograph  in  the  silver  frame. 

Through  the  rain  and  the  darkness,  he 
drove  away  without  taking  any  of  the  spoils 
of  his  burglary,  but  not  unhappy. 

A woman’s  smiling  face  seemed  to  thank 
him. 

He  laughed  aloud  as  he  fled  through  the 
gray  of  the  morning,  thinking  of  a school- 
girl smiling  at  a ragged  urchin— By  E.  D. 
Mayhew,  in  The  Express  Gazette. 


NELLY'8  WAY. 

{{TT  is  all  arranged,  Nelly,  to  suit  your 
(1)  wishes.  I have  just  returned  from 
A the  trainmaster’s  office  and  that  gen- 
tleman has  promised  me  the  station 
at  Bell  as  soon  as  we  are  married  and 
ready  to  go  there.  It  will  be  a day  and 
night  shift,  and,  of  course,  I will  take  the 
night  shift.  I tried  to  get  him  to  give  us 
something  better,  but  he  said  he  could  not 
at  this  time,”  said  Jack  Morgan  to  his 
intended  wife,  Nelly  Bert. 

“He  could  do  better  if  he  wanted  to,  I 
suppose,”  replied  Nelly.  “If  we  cannot  get 
what  we  want,  we  must  get  along  with 
what  he  gives  us,  and  show  him  by  our 
work  that  we  are  worthy  of  something 
better.” 

“A  noble  spirit.  Nelly,  and  one  that  ought 
to  bring  us  success,”  said  Jack,  with  a 
smile. 


“But  you  don’t  believe  that  it  will,”  she 
answered. 

Jack  and  Nelly  had  been  engaged  to  be 
married  for  some  time,  but  Nelly  had  very 
decided  ideas  concerning  the  married  state. 
She  believed  that  where  both  were  bread- 
winners, they  would  accumulate  the  world’s 
goods  more  rapidly  and  that  a woman 
would  be  happier  working  stated  hours  in 
an  office  where  she  could  always  appear 
more  neat  and  attractive  to  her  husband 
than  she  could  engaged  in  domestic  duties. 
She  overlooked  the  fact  that  when  a man 
marries  he  builds  his  future  hopes  of  earthly 
happiness  on  a pleasant  home  with  his  wife 
presiding  over  it,  and  when  this  is  denied 
him  that  marriage  will  most  likely  be  added 
to  the  long  list  of  marriage  failures. 

She  had  learned  telegraphy  under  Jack’s 
guidance  and  was  ready  and  anxious  to 
commence  work. 

“What  kind  of  a place  is  Bell?”  Nelly 
asked. 

“Not  much  of  any.  A section  house  and 
four  or  five  other  dwellings,  a general  store 
and  a saloon.  I hear  the  saloon  is  prosper- 
ous,” he  answered. 

“No  hotel?”  she  querr  d 

“None.” 

“Where  will  be  board?” 

“There  is  a room  built  off  from  the  office 
for  a bed-room.  We  can  get  our  meals  at 
the  section  house.  It  will  pay  us  $50.00  a 
month  apiece.  Give  up  the  idea,  Nelly,  and 
we  will  settle  down  here.  I am  making 
enough  for  both,”  he  said. 

“And  give  up  my  plans?  Oh,  no,  Jack. 

I must  have  my  way  this  time,  and  if  it 
proves  a mistake  I’ll  take  the  blame,’  she 
replied. 

“We  would  be  happier,  Nelly,  if  you 
changed  your  mind,  I am  certain,  but  we 
have  discussed  this  point  so  much  before 
that  it  is  a waste  of  time  to  consider  it 
further.” 

“It  surely  is,  Jack  ” 

“Very  well,  then,  I shall  tell  him  that 
we’ll  take  the  place,  and  when  shall  we 
commence?”  he  said,  a little  stiffly. 

“This  is  the  20th  and  we  are  to  be  mar- 
ried on  the  24th.  Say  the  first  of  the  month 
if  that  pleases  you,  Jack,  dear.” 
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“It  pleases  me.  I was  in  hopes  you  would 
change  your  views  concerning  our  futurte, 
before  our  wedding,  but  at  least  we  will  be 
together  and  good  comrades.,, 

“We  shall  be  more  than  that  if  our  love 
counts  for  anything.  I do  not  like  people 
who  change  their  mind  on  important  mat- 
ters without  sufficient  reason,  so  I could 
hardly  be  expected  to  change  mine,”  she  re- 
plied. 

“I  have  tried  to  give  you  reason  enough, 
but  let  that  pass.  I am  off  duty  until  after 
our  wedding.  I will  go  and  inform  Mr. 
Smith  that  we  will  take  the  position  at  Bell. 
I will  see  you  again  this  evening.  Until 
then,  good-by/  and  kissing  her  good-by,  he 
went  out. 

Nelly  stood  for  some  little  time  where 
he  had  left  her,  building  air-castles  which, 
like  those  of  many  others,  were  destined 
for  ruin.  Jack  and  Nelly  were  married  at 
the  appointed  time,  and  after  their  short 
honeymoon  went  to  Bell  to  take  up  their 
work.  Jack  had  described  Bell  pretty  ac- 
curately to  Nell} , but  her  heart  sank  a little 
when  they  alighted  from  the  train  and  she 
surveyed  the  surroundings.  The  operators 
they  were  relieving  were  glad  to  go;  one 
had  resigned,  the  other  was  being  trans- 
ferred. Neither  had  any  regrets  at  leaving 
Bell.  The  station  was  situated  about  six 
miles  west  of  the  city  of  Carleton.  Where 
the  main  line  swung  out  around  in  a big 
curve  to  pass  through  the  city,  the  company 
had  built  a cut-off  that  missed  the  city  and 
united  with  the  main  line  just  east  of  it. 
Fast  through  trains  were  run  over  this  cut- 
off, and  when  business  was  heavy  it  was 
used  to  get  trains  in  and  out  of  the  yards 
more  speedily  than  could  have  been  done 
without  it. 

Nelly  found  things  not  at  all  to  her  liking. 
The  office  and  the  sleeping  room  were  un- 
tidy, and  her  best  efforts  only  made  them 
passably  presentable,  and  she  and  Jack  did 
not  enjoy  so  much  of  each  other’s  society 
as  she  had  expected.  All  day  she  must  be 
in  sound  of  the  key  while  he  slept  and, 
although  she  could  stay  with  him  in  the 
office  evenings,  there  was  not  the  atmos- 
phere of  joy  and  love  that  she  expected. 
There  was  something  lacking,  and  what 


that  something  was  she  was  not  able  to  de- 
cide. As  time  went  by  she  though  that  sev- 
eral mornings  Jack  acted  strange  when  she 
came  to  work  and  rather  shunned  her,  but 
she  concluded  that  it  was  only  fancy,  and 
she  put  it  aside  as  being  unworthy  of  her 
husband. 


Before  he  met  Nelly,  Jack  had  been  in- 
toxicated several  times,  but  he  determined 
to  let  liquor  alone  from  the  day  Nelly  prom- 
ised to  marry  him,  and  ordinarily  he  would. 
After  Nelly  would  retire  time  would  some- 
times hang  heavy,  and  when  no  trains  were 
coming  for  a little  while  he  would  drop  over 
to  the  saloon  to  kill  a little  time.  As  the 
bartender  was  a “good  fellow,”  Jack  took  a 
drink  occasionally  and  several  times  he  went 
back  to  the  office  with  his  head  in  a muddle, 
not  a good  thing,  you  will  agree,  for  a man 
with  responsibility  resting  upon  him  for  the 
safety  of  other  people’s  property  and  lives. 
Jack  had  hoped  that  Nelly  would  soon  tire 
of  the  work  she  was  doing  and  turn  to  his 
way  of  thinking,  and  one  morning  after  they 
had  been  married  several  months  he  brought 
the  matter  up  again  She  was  still  of  the 
same  mind.  Jack  grew  insistent,  hinting 
that  their  mode  of  living  was  becoming  un- 
bearable to  him.  The  argument  grew  heated, 
and  things  were  said  by  both  that  were  cut- 
ting, and  that  had  better  lor  their  own  hap- 
piness hav£  remained  unsaid. 


For  a couple  of  days  Jack  was  out  of 
sorts ; Nelly  was  reserved,  and  a cloud  had 
risen  between  them.  Nelly  cried  some  when 
alone,  admitted  to  herself  that  things  some 
way  were  not  moving  as  smoothly  as  she 
had  anticipated,  but  she  was  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  admit  to  Jack  that  the  way  she  had 
chosen  was  wrong.  Jack  was  rather  sullen 
all  this  particular  evening,  and  she  left  him 
earlier  than  usual  and  went  to  her  room,  but 
she  could  not  sleep.  Over  and  over  in  her 
mind  she  revolved  every  incident  since  their 
marriage,  and  as  she  reviewed  the  home  life 
of  other  people  she  knew  she  felt  she  had 
made  a great  mistake.  She  would  tell  him 
so  in  the  morning,  and  they  would  get  Mr. 
Smith  to  relieve  them  and  give  Jack  a place 
somewhere  else  and  she  would  keep  the 
home,  and  if  they  did  not  have  as  much 
money  they  would  at  least  be  happy.  While 
she  lay  there  thinking  and  tossing  about 
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she  heard  Jack  pass  in  and  out  several 
times.  After  her  new  resolve  was  taken  she 
fell  asleep  and  slept  better  than  she  had  for 
many  nights.  It  was  daylight  when  she 
awoke  with  a start  and  saw  by  the  little 
clock  on  the  shelf  that  it  was  a quarter 
past  six.  She  sprang  out  of  bed  and  com- 
menced to  dress.  She  ought  to  have  been 
ready  to  relieve  Jack  at  six,  and  she  smiled 
when  she  thought  how  pleased  he  would  be 
when  she  told  him  of  her  new  resolve. 
She  heard  a train  come  thundering  past 
and,  pushing  the  curtains  slightly  aside, 
she  saw  that  it  was  a stock  extra  east,  and 
noted  the  engine  number  as  it  passed. 

As  soon  as  rhe  could  make  her  toilet 
she  hurried  out  to  the  office,  intending  to 
tell  Jack  of  her  new  plans  the  first  thing. 
She  was  surprised  to  see  him  lying  on  the 
office  table,  soundly  asleep,  and  appearing 
rather  disheveled,  while  the  instrument 
wildly  rattled  off  the  office  call  for  Bell. 
Reproaching  herself  for  being  the  cause  of 
his  working  nights  she  bent  and  kissed  him 
as  she  hurried  past  to  answer  the  instru- 
ment. She  started  back  and  paled  a little, 
for,  as  her  lips  met  his,  the  smell  of  liquor 
came  sharply  on  his  breath,  and  glancing 
about  the  room  she  saw,  half  concealed  on 
the  desk,  a bottle  containing  some  liquor. 
She  went  to  the  key  and  answered  the  call. 

“Where  have  you  been  all  night?”  growled 
the  dispatcher  over  the  key.  “Has  extra 
east  176  Jones  showed  up  there  yet?” 

“Yes.  He  passed  here  at  6:20  a.  m.,”  she 
answered. 

“Passed  there,  you  say?”  came  back  over 
the  wire. 

“Yes,  at  6:20.” 

“How  did  he  get  out  of  there  without  an 
O.  K.  on  that  order?”  asked  the  dispatcher. 

Nelly’s  heart  gave  a bound.  Instinctively 
she  knew  that  something  was  wrong,  and 
looking  on  the  order  pad  lying  near  the  in- 
strument. she  read  the  following: 

“To  C.  & E.  Stock  Extra  176  Jones: 
Order  No.  37  is  annulled.  Stock  Extra 
east  176  Jones  will  run  via  cut-off  Bell  to 
Darlington.”  The  order  was  x’d  at  5:05 
a.  m. 

She  glanced  at  the  levers  and  then  at 
the  order  board  to  assure  herself  that  there 
was  no  mistake  and  that  the  board  showed 


clear.  Before  she  answered  the  dispatcher, 
Who  was  wildly  asking  her  questions,  she 
must  speak  to  Jack. 

“Jack,  Jack !”  she  cried,  running  over  to 
the  table  and  shaking  him  impatiently,  “did 
you  have  an  order  for  Jones?” 

The  note  of  terror  in  her  voice  roused 
him,  and  in  an  instant  he  was  wide  awake. 

“Yes ; is  he  here?” 

“Here  and  gone  without  it.  Jack,  you 
forgot  to  throw  the  board,  and  No.  35  is 
reported  out  of  Carleton.  I fear  there  will 
be  an  awful  wreck  Jack.” 

A mutual  fear  paled  their  cheeks  and 
drew  them  together  in  closer  bonds  of  love. 

“If  there  is,  I hope  no  one  will  be  killed. 
I can  stand  the  rest,”  said  Jack. 

“Yes,  that  will  be  the  worst  of  all,  Jack, 
but  I am  the  one  to  blame,  not  you.  Last 
night  I thought  things  all  over.  I saw 
where  I had  been  wrong,  and  I made  up  my 
mind  I would  tell  you  this  morning  that 
I would  resign,  and  we  would  have  our 
home  and  its  comforts.  I brought  this 
trouble  on  you  and  I am  going  to  take  all 
I can  of  it  off  from  you.” 

“What  are  you  going  to  do?”  he  asked. 

“Assume  the  blame  of  this  mistake  and 
resign.” 

“Why,  Nelly,  I can’t  let  you  do  that.  I 
could  not  bear  to  have  the  world  condemn 
you,”  he  said. 

“Better  me  than  you.  Remember  you  are 
from  now  on  the  breadwinner  of  the  house- 
hold. I am  going  to  have  my  way  just 
once  more,  and  then  you  may  have  yours 
forever  after,”  she  said  firmly,  and  stepping 
to  the  key  she  broke  in  on  the  dispatcher 
who  was  wildly  calling  Bell. 

“Jones  has  gone  in  over  the  main  line.  I 
forgot  to  deliver  the  oraer  Please  accept 
my  resignation.  (Signed)  Nelly  Morgan,” 
she  telegraphed. 

Jack  tried  to  stoo  her,  but  she  kept  on 
to  the  end. 

“There  I am,  plain  Mrs.  Morgan,  house- 
keeper,” she  said  to  Jack  with  a faint  smile, 
but  the  paleness  of  her  face  told  the  strain 
she  was  undergoing 

“Nelly,  this  is  all  wrong,”  he  said,  as 
he  took  her  in  his  arms.  “I  have  no  right 
to  let  you  do  this.  I drank  last  night  and 
it  got  the  best  of  me.  I have  acted  more 
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like  a brute  than  a man  the  last  few  days, 
but  I have  learned  a lesson  that  will  abide 
with  me  for  all  time.” 

“So  have  I,  Jack,  and  I am  profiting  by 
it  now.  I have  taken  the  responsibility  of 
your  act  because  I hold  that  I,  through  a 
desire  of  mine  to  have  my  way — which  was 
a wrong  way — was  the  cause  of  your  error. 
Let  me  keep  the  responsibility  or  I shall 
not  be  happy.” 

“Listen,  dear,”  he  said;  ‘‘they  are  report- 
ing the  wreck.  I pray  God  no  one  is 
killed.” 

The  conductor  of  No.  35  had  walked  back 
into  Carleton  and  was  making  his  report 
of  the  disaster.  The  two  trains  had  met 
on  a curve  where  a grove  concealed  the 
view,  and  they  were  close  together  before 
either  engineer  was  aware  of  the  danger. 
Both  made  every  possible  effort  to  stop  but 
without  avail.  No  lives  were  lost  and  no 
one  hurt  No.  35  was  not  runing  fast,  but 
the  engine  on  that  train  was  a total  wreck 
and  the  other  engine  was  badly  demolished. 
A dozen  cars  of  stock  and  merchandise 
were  piled  in  a broken,  promiscuous  heap 
about  the  engines.  Nelly  and  Jack  felt  a 
load  lifted  from  their  hearts  as  they  listened 
to  the  report  of  No.  35’s  conductor. 

True,  the  property  loss  was  great,  and 
that  was  bad  enough,  but  so  long  as  no 
lives  were  lost  and  there  were  no  widows 
and  orphans  to  blame  them  for  their  con- 
dition, their  hearts  grew  light. 

Nelly's  resignation  was  accepted,  and 
Jack  was  transferred  by  Mr.  Smith  to  a 
position  where  the  pay  was  better  and  where 
they  could  have  a home  which  their  mutual 
ideas  demanded,  and  as  the  years  went  by 
and  Jack’s  responsibilities  and  salary  grew 
in  proportion  their  home  remained  a model 
of  domestic  comfort  and  happiness. — W.  L. 
French,  in  Locomotive  Firemen's  Mag- 
azine. 


SHE  DIDN’T  UNDERSTAND. 

HE  stood  on  the  street  corner  waiting 
for  a car.  The  youth  in  her  face 
was  tremulous  under  the  clear  pallor 
of  one  who  lives  little  in  the  light.  There 
were  shadows  under  her  eyes — the  eyes,  too, 
were  full  of  shadows. 


She  moved  uneasily  while  she  waited, 
as  if  she  were  very  tired.  And  yet  she  had 
to  wait  fifteen  minutes  before  a car  with 
room  enough  for  her  came  along.  Even 
that  was  crowded  to  the  edge  of  the  plat- 
form. She  had  to  push  her  way  in  and 
cling  to  a strap. 

Three  miles  she  stood,  then  she  got  out 
and  walked  toward  her  home.  The  old 
man  from  the  Land  of  Hope  touched  her 
shoulder. 

“Why  did  you  come  home  on  the  crowded 
car?”  he  said. 

“There  is  no  other  way,”  she  answered. 

The  old  man  laughed  with  amusement , 
he  pointed  to  the  cabs  and  automobiles. 
“Why  don't  you  come  up-town  in  one  of 
those?” 

She  looked  at  him  in  amazement.  “That 
would  have  cost  me  a third  of  my  week's 
wages,”  she  said. 

“But  you  are  doing  useful  work,  are  you 
not?”  he  asked,  Seating  himself  on  a door- 
step, for  he  was  very  much  interested  in 
the  fragile  girl  to  whom  he  was  speaking. 

“I  am  a clerk  in  a dry  goods  store,”  she 
replied. 

“Ah,  yes— you  help  to  clothe  the  people. 
That  is  a good  work.  And,  of  course,  thost 
whom  you  serve  want  you  to  have  the  best 
of  everything.  They  must  want  you  to  ride 
home  comfortably  after  a day's  work.” 

The  girl  looked  at  the  cheery,  gentle  old 
face;  she  pitied  him,  for  she  thought  he 
was  crazy.  She  made  no  answer. 

“Yet,  I suppose,”  he  went  on,  “that  there 
are  not  enough  cabs  and  automobiles  for 
all  the  workers — there  are  so  many  of  you.” 

“Street  cars  would  be  good  enough  foi 
us,”  she  said,  “if  we  could  sit  down  in 
them.” 

“Are  they  always  as  crowded  as  they  were 
tonight?”  he  queried.  She  nodded. 

“Then  they  should  run  them  very  close 
together!”  he  exclaimed,  as  though  he  had 
found  a solution.  “They  are  run  to  carry 
the  people,  aren’t  they?” 

“Oh,  indeed,  no  I” — she  looked  at  him  with 
pity — “they  are  run  to  make  profit.”  And 
she  left  him  puzzling  over  her  answer. — 
Charlotte  Teller,  in  the  Examiner . 
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A COSTLY  ERROR. 

OHN  Vernon  Day  was  only  a lad  of 
fifteen  years  when  he  was  given  charge 
of  the  night  telegraph  office  at  Bain 
on  the  G.  P.  & C.  C.  Railway.  “Johnny,” 
as  he  was  familiarly  known,  had  shown 
aptitude  for  the  railway  business  from  the 
day  he  had  commenced  as  a crew  caller 
at  the  dispatcher’s  office  at  Brooks,  and 
he  had  learned  operating  at  odd  times  and 
had  been  sent  out  as  relief  operator  several 
times  with  success,  and  now  he  was  placed 
at  Bain  in  an  office  requiring  more  than 
the  average  ability.  Bain  was  a junction 
point  and,  while  the  building  in  which  the 
office  was  located  was  a very  insignificant 


his  new  position,  but  not  the  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility that  an  older  man  in  the  same 
position  w’ould  have  felt.  He  went  to  work 
full  of  determination  to  make  his  way  up- 
ward in  the  line  of  work  he  had  chosen, 
a determination  that  afterwards  aided  him 
in  reaching  the  top  in  other  fields  and 
under  other  conditions. 

Bain  was  in  Canada,  only  thirty  miles 
from  the  United  States  boundary  line,  and 
trains  going  west  out  of  Bain  crossed  into 
the  States  on  their  way  to  the  metropolis 
of  the  lakes.  Johnny,  despite  all  his  de- 
termination to  do  his  duty,  was  only  a boy 
in  years,  with  a boy’s  heart  and  a boy’s 
longings  and  desires,  and  all  night  at  the 
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affair,  the  amount  of  train-order  work  done 
there  was  very  large,  and  Johnny  felt  the 
importance  of  his  new  position  somewhat. 
The  superintendent  had  expressed  some 
doubt  to  the  trainmaster  of  Johnny’s  ability 
to  handle  the  work  successfully  at  Bain, 
but  that  individual  was  satisfied  that 
Johnny  had  the  ability  and  all  he  needed 
was  an  opportunity  to  develop,  and  he  was 
going  to  give  him  that  opportunity,  and 
the  superintendent  said  no  more. 

The  trainmaster  overlooked  one  fact,  that 
where  there  is  important  work  to  be  done 
there  must  be  reliability,  as  well  as  ability; 
as  ability  without  reliability,  will  often  lead 
to  disaster.  Johnny  felt  the  importance  of 


wire  and  all  day  in  bed  was  a dreary  life 
for  the  boy.  Out  in  the  woods  and  in  the 
fields  the  birds  called  him  and  the  fresh 
blossoming  flowers  of  early  summer  bade 
him  welcome.  Down  in  the  stream  the 
fish  sprang  and  swam  and  waited  for  him 
to  come  and  catch  them;  so  Johnny  was 
often  in  the  woods  or  down  by  the  river 
when  he  ought  to  have  been  fast  asleep  in 
bed,  or  resting  for  his  night’s  work.  Then, 
too,  he  liked  to  ride  down  the  line  with  big 
Jim  Ransom  and  come  back  on  the  pas- 
senger in  time  to  go  to  work.  Ransom 
went  east  on  a time  freight  in  the  after- 
noon, and  doubled  out  on  another  fast 
freight  west  in  the  forepart  of  the  night. 
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All  these  things  deprived  Johnny  of 
needed  rest,  and  often  the  trick  man 
would  call  him  for  an  aggravating  length 
of  time  before  receiving  an  answer,  and 
then  Johnny  would  get  hauled  over  the 
coals  for  his  neglect.  Johnny  commenced 
to  think  the  ‘‘trick”  men  were  tyrants; 
he  had  never  thought  them  such  brutes 
when  he  used  to  meet  them  up  in  the 
office  when  he  was  crew-caller.  These 
amusements  of  Johnny's  were  all  healthy 
and  good  for  a boy.  The  only  trouble 
was  that  Johnny  had  taken  a man’s  place 
without  being  prepared  to  lay  aside  the 
rose-hued  picture  of  life  that  boyhood  had 
drawn  for  him  and  accept  the  stern  facts 
of  life  as  they  really  exist.  These  con- 
ditions finally  led  up  to  an  event  that  caused 
Johnny  sorrow  and  regret  all  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

One  night  as  he  sat  at  his  desk  he  heard 
an  order  pass  over  the  wire  as  follows: 
“No.  16  Engine  927  Cobb  and  extra  west 
684  Smith  will  meet  at  Roth.  No.  16  and 
No.  17  engine  972  Ransom  will  meet  at 
Bain.”  Johnny  listened  to  the  order  almost 
mechanically.  Roth  was  the  first  station 
west  of  Bain  and  Johnny  had  no  particular 
interest  in  those  trains,  except  that  he 
wished  they  were  gone  so  that  he  could 
get  a nap  before  the  midnight  passenger 
came.  No.  16  was  a stock  run  east  and  the 
extra  was  a work  train  that  was  working 
in  a cut  just  beyond  the  first  station  east 
of  Bain,  and  it  should  have  been  at  Roth 
about  7 p.  m.,  where  the  company  had 
facilities  for  caring  for  the  men  and  the 
engine,  but  they  had  been  delayed  on  this 
particular  day  by  a slide  in  the  cut  that 
had  blocked  the  main  line  and  required 
them  to  work  late  in  order  to  clear  it. 
Johnny’s  eyelids  grew  heavy  as  he  sat  there 
listening  to  the  tick  of  the  instruments. 
His  eyes  would  close,  and  then  with  a start 
he  would  open  them  and  look  wonderingly 
around.  He  gave  a yawn  and  was  about 
to  arise  and  go  out  on  the  platform  for  a 
turn  in  the  fresh  air  when  the  dispatcher 
called  him  for  train  orders.  He  responded 
instantly  but  wearily.  He  was  feeling  the 
effects  of  a long  run  in  the  woods  that 
day,  and  he  was  sleepy  and  tired  almost 
to  rebelliousness.  He  took  the  order,  which 


read  as  follows:  “No.  16  engine  927  Cobb 
and  extra  west  684  Smith  will  meet  at 
Bain  instead  of  Roth.  Extra  684  Smith 
gets  this  at  Bain.” 

With  the  order  written  and  repeated 
there  was  nothing  to  do  but  await  the 
arrival  of  Smith,  get  his  signature  and 
the  O.  K.  His  order  board  was  already 
displayed ; it  was  out  for  a standing  slow 
order  for  all  trains  east.  He  tossed  the 
order  holder  back  as  he  finished  repeating, 
folded  his  arms  on  the  top  of  the  table 
and  laid  his  head  wearily  upon  them.  The 
board  was  out ; no  one  could  get  by.  Smith 
would  be  the  first  to  come  and  he  was  ready 
for  him.  He  could  catch  a moment’s  sleep 
with  safety,  he  reflected.  How  precious  a 
few  minutes’  rest  seemed  to  be  to  him  at 
that  time ; no  one  but  those  who  have 
experienced  the  same  sensation  of  misery 
can  realize.  In  a moment  he  was  sleeping 
soundly,  the  world  and  its  cares  for  the 
time  forgotten.  Down  from  the  east  came 
1 the  sound  of  a whistle  and  the  extra  came 
swiftly  up  to  the  station  and  stopped.  Con- 
ductor Smith  dropped  from  the  way  car 
steps  and  ran  quickly  into  the  office.  The 
train  consisted  of  a way  car  and  two  old 
coaches  in- which  the  workmen,  weary  with 
their  long  day’s  hard  labor  were  seated, 
and  many  of  them  sleeping. 

“Hello,  Johnny!”  shouted  Smith,  as  he 
came  hurrying  into  the  office. 

“Nothing,”  said  Johnny,  as  he  awoke  with 
a start,  hardly  conscious  of  what  he  was 
saying.  “Here  is  a release  for  you,”  he 
added,  as  his  eyes  fell  on  the  pad  of  re- 
leases, two  of  which  he  had  filled  out  for 
Smith  before  he  had  received  the  order  for 
him. 

“All  right,  I’m  gone,”  said  Smith,  and 
going  out  he  gave  the  engineer  a release 
and  a moment  later  the  train  was  clattering 
over  the  west  switches  on  its  way  to  Roth. 

As  Smith  went  out  of  the  office  Johnny 
leaned  back  in  his  chair  and  watched  the 
coaches  and  way  car  as  they  moved  away, 
and  then  his  eyes  cast  a roving  glance  over 
the  table  in  front  of  him  and  finally  rested 
on  the  order  clip  which  he  had  carelessly 
laid  back  after  receiving  the  order  that 
should  have  been  given  to  Smith.  In  a 
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second  he  was  as  wide  awake  as  he  ever 
was  in  his  life.  He  realized  fully  what 
he  had  done  and,  springing  to  his  feet,  he 
snatched  up  a lighted  lantern  and  darting 
out  on  the  platform  he  swung  it  wildly  in 
a signal  to  stop,  in  the  vain  hope  that  some 
one  on  the  departing  train  might  see  his 
signals.  He  even  ran  after  the  train  and 
shouted,  but  the  rear  lights  steadily  grew 
more  dim  and  finally  disappeared  in  the 
distance.  He  went  back  into  the  office 
slowly  and  painfully  and  sank  down  in  his 
chair  in  a state  of  fierce  mental  agony.  He 
finally  pulled  himself  together.  It  would 


at  that  instant  be  occurring  on  that  short 
stretch  of  track  between  Roth  and  Bain. 

Down  at  the  dispatcher's  office  the 
wrecker,  with  the  proper  crews  to  take  her 
out  was  ordered,  and  then  it  was  merely 
wait  for  information  which  must  soon  come 
now  as  to  whether  the  trains  had  met 
disaster  or  not. 

Johnny  called  the  day  man  to  take  his 
place  at  the  key.  He  was  unfit  for  service 
for  that  night  in  any  event,  and  if  the  trains 
came  together  he  was  determined  to  go  to 
the  scene  and  do  what  he  could  to  help. 
While  they  are  waiting,  No.  17,  in  charge 
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never  do  to  sit  there  silent  and  not  let  the 
people  in  the  office  know  what  was  about 
to  happen,  so  that  all  possible  would  be 
done  to  help  the  wrecked  trains  at  once. 
He  called  the  dispatcher  at  Brooks,  and, 
although  it  was  but  a moment  until  he 
responded,  to  Johnny  it  seemed  an  age. 

“I  have  let  Smith  out  with  a release, 
can”— he  wired  and  here  the  dispatcher 
broke  in: 

“My  God!  Have  you!”  and  then  the 
sounder  rattled  like  mad  as  the  dispatcher 
wildly  called  Roth.  The  answer  came  to 
the  call  that  No.  16  was  out  of  Roth.  Johnny 
groaned  when  he  thought  of  what  might 


of  Jim  Ransom,  pulled  in  on  the  siding. 
When  the  dispatcher  learned  that  17  was 
at  Bain  he  ordered  the  conductor  to  take 
his  engine  and  caboose  and — under  flag — 
follow  Smith  and  do  what  he  could  to  aid 
in  case  aid  was  necessary.  While  he  was 
getting  ready  Smith's  flagman  came  walking 
in,  and  their  worst  fears  of  disaster  were 
realized.  Both  trains  were  running  at  a 
high  rate  of  speed  and  were  close  together 
before  either  was  aware  of  the  other's  ap- 
proach. The  engine  and  cars  were  piled  up 
in  a heap  of  broken  and  twisted  wood  and 
iron.  Many  were  killed  and  injured,  how 
many  he  could  not  tell,  as  he  had  hurried 
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back  at  once  for  assistance.  The  wreck 
had  occurred  about  two  miles  west  of 
Bain.  With  such  assistance  as  could  be 
secured  in  a little  hamlet,  Ransom  hur- 
ried to  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe  and 
Johnny  Day  accompanied  him,  his  soul 
weighed  with  the  horror  of  what  had  oc- 
curred. Ransom  had  told  him  not  to  go 
near  the  scene  of  the  wreck,  but  Johnny 
had  felt  that  he  must  go  and  had  not 
heeded  his  advice.  Later  on  he  regretted 
that  he  had  done  so. 

Both  engine  crews  had  left  their  engines 
when  they  saw  a collision  was  inevitable, 
and  all  the  members  of  the  crews  were 
more  or  less  bruised.  The  engineer  of  the 
>fast  freight  train  had  a dislocated  shoulder, 
but  the  men  back  in  the  cars  on  the  extra 
had  not  fared  so  well ; and  when  the  wreck 
was  fully  cleaned  up,  ten  dead  and  eighteen 
badly  injured  were  found.  Those  not  too 
badly  hurt  to  do  so  had  gone  at  once  to 
work  rescuing  the  badly  injured  and  taking 
out  the  dead,  and  many  of  them  were  lying 
in  a grewsome  line  beside  the  track  when 
Johnny  arrived.  The  men  injured  and 
killed  were  mostly  Italians  and  their  unin- 
jured fellows  were  filled,  by  what  they  saw, 
with  a desire  for  vengeance.  Some  way 
they  found  out  that  the  night  operator  at 
Bain  was  the  one  responsible  for  the  wreck. 
Some  of  them  knew  him  by  sight  and,  ob- 
serving him,  they  pointed  him  out  to  their 
companions  and  before  Johnny  had  time  to 
realize  his  danger  a howling  mob  had 
gathered  for  his  destruction.  Fortunately 
Johnny  was  near  big  Jim  Ransom  when  the 
mob  made  a rush  for  him.  Ransom,  busily 
engaged  in  the  work  at  hand,  had  not  ob- 
served what  was  coming  until  the  mob  was 
ready  to  make  its  rush,  and  then  he  met  it. 

“Run  to  the  car,  Johnny,  and  hide  in 
a locker.”  he  said  in  a low  tone  to  the 
boy,  and  he,  realizing  all  at  once  his  danger, 
fled. 

Half  a dozen  of  the  foremost  of  the  gang 
went  down  before  Ransom’s  well-directed 
blows,  and  then  as  the  mob  closed  up  to- 
gether and  he  knew  that  Johnny  had  had 
time  to  reach  the  car,  he,  too,  disappeared 
in  the  darkness.  When  Ransom  reached  the 
way  car,  Johnny  was  just  concealing  himself 
in  a locker.  The  mob  must  have  divined  the 


place  of  refuge,  for  they  were  soon  clamor- 
ing about  the  car  demanding  the  boy.  Big 
Jim  finally  told  them  that  two  of  their  num- 
ber could  come  in  and  search  the  car,  and 
when  the  two  men  came  in  Jim  cautioned 
the  one  that  understood  “English”  that  he 
had  better  not  hunt  too  close  and  find  any- 
thing. The  Italian,  observing  the  ugly- 
looking  revolver  that  Jim  held  in  his  hand, 
concluded  that  he  was  of  the  same  mind, 
and  the  search  was  very  brief  and  not  very 
thorough,  the  result  of  which  was  that 
Johnny  was  not  found. 

The  wrecking  crew  had  reached  the  scene 
by  this  time  with  an  operator  who  tapped 
the  wires  and  Ransom  was  ordered  to 
return  to  Bain,  pick  up  his  train  and  go 
back  two  stations  and  go  over  another  line 
where,  by  a round-about  way,  he  would 
reach  his  destination  with  the  time  freight 
much  sooner  than  he  would  if  he  waited  for 
the  wreck  to  be  cleaned  up. 

Big  Jim  had  been  doing  some  thinking 
for  Johnny’s  benefit  and  he-^  decided  that 
the  boy  had  better  go  away,  for  a time 
at  least,  and  go  at  once,  and  he  so  ad- 
vised Johnny  as  they  backed  up  to  Bain. 
The  result  was  that  Johnny  gathered  up 
his  effects  and  when  No.  17  backed  out 
of  Bain  to  resume  its  journey  he  was 
aboard.  When  Ransom  reached  the  end  of 
his  run,  in  the  town  across  the  line  in  the 
States,  Big  Jim  Ransom,  as  he  shook 
Johnny’s  hand  in  good-bye,  left  a $20  note 
in  it  to  help  him  on  his  way.  There  were 
tears  in  Johnny’s  eyes  as  he  bade  his  friend 
good-bye  and  he  mentally  vowed  that  if  the 
day  ever  came  when  it  was  possible  for  him 
to  do  so  he  would  repay  the  favors  shown 
him. 

* * * * * * * 


Fifteen  years  had  passed  away.  Big  Jim 
Ransom  had  “lost  out”  on  the  G.  P.  & C.  C. 
Railway,  and  crossed  over  to  Chicago  and 
was  running  a train  out  of  that  city  in  1894. 
Jim  was  just  as  warm-hearted  and  impulsive 
as  he  was  the  night  when  he  helped  Johnny 
Day  make  his  escape  from  the  angry 
Italians.  He  sometimes  wondered  what  had 
become  of  Johnny.  The  boy  had  sent  him 
back  his  $20  with  generous  interest,  and 
from  that  day  Ransom  had  heard  no  more 
from  Johnny. 
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There  was  trouble  brewing  in  the  railroad 
world.  A battle  was  to  be  waged  between 
the  employes  of  a great  corporation  and 
their  employers,  and  through  that  bond  of 
sympathy  which  binds  the  hearts  of  man- 
kind together  with  chains  of  love,  to  aid 
the  weak  and  oppressed,  to  resist  their  op- 
pressions, thousands  of  men  entered  the 
struggle  and  sacrificed  all  but  their  man- 
hood in  a conflict  in  which,  even  in  defeat, 
they  did  not  lose.  Chicago  was  the  storm 
center,  and  when  it  was  all  over  Big  Jim 
Ransom,  like  thousands  of  others,  was  out 
of  work  and,  what  was  worse  yet,  no  road 
seemed  to  want  his  services.  For  many 


would  find  it  and,  with  a smile  on  his  lips 
and  an  achjng  heart  in  his  bosom,  and 
aching  hearts  of  loved  ones  behind,  he  set 
bravely  out. 

Everything  seemed  to  be  against  him. 
The  weary  days  went  by  and  no  work 
yet.  His  money  was  gone  and  his  clothes 
had  grown  shabby.  At  home  finances  were 
getting  very  low.  If  it  was  only  himself 
that  was  suffering  he  could  have  borne  that 
without  complaint,  but  when  he  thought  of 
his  family  and  their  needs,  and  the  work 
that  was  in  the  world  to  be  done  and  that 
he  was  being  denied  his  natural  right  to 
do  his  share  and  support  his  family,  he  felt 
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days  Jim  traveled  a weary  road.  Work  was 
scarce  and  seemed  daily  to  be  growing 
scarcer.  Twice  he  found  employment  and 
worked  for  a short  time  but  something  was 
wrong  with  his  references  and  he  had  to 
go.  He  felt  the  injustice  of  his  treatment, 
and  the  second  time  he  said  sharp  things 
to  the  superintendent  who  let  him  go,  but 
it  did  no  good  and  the  oppressed  striker 
was  fast  being  forced  to  become  a tramp 
or  a criminal.  He  left  Chicago  headed  for 
the  boundless  West  with  only  a few  dollars 
in  his  pocket.  The  rest  of  the  money  he 
had,  and  it  was  not  a large  sum,  he  left 
with  his  family  in  Chicago.  He  had  always 
found  employment  before  and  surely  he 
would  now.  Somewhere  in  the  great  West 
there  must  be  a"  chance  for  him  and  he 


savage  and  revengeful.  Like  many  others, 
he  was  suffering  for  principle’s  sake. 

He  drifted  into  Royal  looking  for  work. 
There  was  nothing  familiar  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Day,  when  a clerk  ushered  him  into 
that  gentleman’s  office  and  announced  who 
he  was  and  what  he  wanted.  However,  Mr. 
John  Vernon  Day,  or  J.  Vernon  Day,  as 
he  signed  his  name,  knew  Jim  Ransom  the 
moment  he  entered  the  office.  For  a few 
moments  he  talked  with  Jim  without  mak- 
ing himself  known,  until  he  knew  Jim’s 
story.  Then  he  said : 

“Jim,  yours  is  not  so  bad  as  the  one 
I made  the  night  you  kept  the  Italians 
from  hanging  me  back  in  Canada,”  and 
he  held  out  his  hand  which  Jim  grasped 
warmly.  “There  will  be  work  for  you  on 
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this  line,”  he  continued,  after  their  greet- 
ings were  over,  “as  long  as  there  is  for 
me  I am  going  down  to  the  bank  with 
you,  where  I have  a little  money  laid  away. 
I am  going  to  let  you  have  enough  to 
straighten  up  your  affairs  and  bring  your 
family  here,  and  I am  going  to  let  you  have 
it  on  the  same  terms  and  the  same  security 
that  you  once  asked  from  me,”  and  he 
arose  and  donned  his  hat,  and  as  they 
walked  out  of  the  office  down  the  stairs 
to  the  street  some  big  tears  slipped  from 
Jim  Ransom’s  eyes  and  wet  his  cheeks. — By 
W.  L.  French  in  Locomotive  Firemen's 
Magazine. 


BILL  BURNS— BRAKEM AN,  WILLIAM 
BYRNE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

SILL  Burns  was  a brakeman,  and  Bill 
Burns  was  mad.  “Good  and  mad,” 
as  he  expressed  it,  with  an  expletive 
or  two,  and  with  a fluency  acquired  on  the 
local  freight  that  had  made  him  a master 
hand  at  the  business.  Bill  Burns  had  a 
grievance  of  that  kind  peculiar  to  brakemen 
who  feel  that  they  have  been  “laid  out” 
unnecessarily  by  a chump  of  a trainmaster, 
and  Bill  had  been  “laid  out”  in  several 
ways. 

Bill  was  on  “local”  with  Jim  Dumps,  and 
the  crew  was  known  as  Dumps’  Broncho 
Busters,  because  they  busted  everything 
that  was  too  heavy  to  handle  in  bulk;  and, 
again,  they  were  all  a husky  lot  of  “brakies” 
who  stood  in  awe  of  no  one,  from  the  agent 
at  the  smallest  station  to  the  “Old  Man,” 
who  directly  was  the  cause  of  all  of  Bill’s 
anger. 

The  cause  of  the  trouble  can  briefly  be 
told.  Bill’s  train  was  due  at  the  Wabash 
terminal  at  2 p.  m.,  and  his  girl,  who  was 
the  “yardmaster”  at  the  railroad  boarding 
house,  had  it  all  framed  up  with  Bill  to  go 
to  the  Freight  Handlers’  picnic  that  after- 
noon. The  start  would  have  to  be  made  on 
Bill’s  arrival,  so  Ellen  could  get  back  in 
time  for  supper.  But  the  “Old  Man”  had 
started  over  the  road  on  a special  and  the 
trainmaster,  who  forgot  everything  else  on 
the  road,  and  who  never  thought  of  the 
picnic  at  all,  “laid  out”  the  Broncho  Busters 
for  three  long  hours  to  wait  for  the  “Old 
Man’s”  train.  The  daughter  of  the  “Old 


Man”  had  conceived  the  notion  that  it 
would  be  a fine  thing  to  hold  up  the  train 
and  pick  a few  blackberries,  and  while  she 
did  Bill  lay  on  the  side  track  with  a high 
fever,  for  he  knew  that  the  picnic  was  get- 
ting away  from  him.  When  they  finally 
did  “get  in,”  the  picnic  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Ellen  was  so  angry  she  wouldn’t  look  , 
at  Bill,  and  spent  the  supper  hour  flirting 
with  a brash  young  fireman  off  the  lower 
branch.  Wherefore  Bill  was  mad  and  ht 
made  up  his  mind  to  let  Ellen  “get  off' 
right  there.  After  supper,  he  started  down 
the  track  for  a short  walk  to  let  the  extra 
steam  blow  off  before  something  gave  way. 

Bill  walked  further  than  he  thought,  and 
before  he  knew  it  he  had  reached  the  small 
wooden  trestle  that  spanned  the  Pushtish 
creek,  and  at  a glance  saw  that  it  was  on 
fire  and  partly  destroyed.  The  top  string- 
ers were  still  intact,  but  the  bottom  was 
about  to  fall.  At  that  moment  Bill  heard 
the  roar  of  a train  above  the  curve,  and  he 
remembered  the  “Old  Man’s”  train  was  due 
on  its  return.  There  was  no  time  to  flag; 
the  curve  was  too  close  to  the  bridge  to 
hope  the  engineer  could  see  him  in  time 
to  stop.  Something  must  be  done,  and  that 
in  a hurry,  but  what? 

Bill  forgot  his  anger,  he  forgot  Ellen 
and  he  forgot  that  the  “Old  Man”  and  his 
special  were  the  cause  of  his  woes.  He  re- 
membered that  he  was  one  of  Jim  Dumps’ 
Broncho  Busters,  and  that  it  was  up  to  him 
to  do  something.  He  thought  of  the  day 
he  had  carried  the  barrel  of  flat  irons  that 
weighed  six  tons,  across  four  tracks,  to  the 
freight  house,  to  save  a switch  when  the 
crew  was  in  a hurry  to  get  to  a Dutch 
dance.  With  Bill  to  think  was  to  act,  for 
Bill  was  an  actor. 

He  looked  again  at  the  bridge  and  mut- 
tered “I  will  do  my  best.”  He  sprang  below 
the  bridge  and  arched  his  back  like  a mad 
cat,  allowing  the  weight  of  the  bridge  to 
rest  on  him.  That  engine  weighs  only  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  tons,  and  I guess 
I can  hold  her  up,  he  thought,  and  the  train 
was  upon  him. 

With  a roar  and  a crash,  it  struck  the 
little  trestle  and  passed  safely  over.  The 
alert  “eagle  eye”  had  noted  the  smoke,  but 
could  not  stop  and  whe.n  he  had  passed  in 
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safety,  he  stopped  his  train  and  went  back  to 
the  trestle.  The  train  crew  and  the  “Old 
Man’s”  party  went  along,  for  they  knew 
that  something  had  happened  when  Light- 
ning Jackson  had  stopped  his  train  where 
there  was  no  lunch  counter  in  sight.  They 
saw  the  little  trestle  burst  into  flames,  and 
noticed  a dark  object  under  the  bridge. 
They  ran  to  it,  and  pulled  out  our  hero, 
who  murmured,  “The  elephant  was  too 
heavy  for  me  to  carry  so  far;  we  ought  to 
set  that  car  out,”  and  he  swooned. 

The  situation  dawned  on  the  little  group 
at  once,  for  in  the  upper  timbers  could 
plainly  be  seen  the  imprint  of  Bill’s  back- 


the  quick  wit  of  Bill  Burns.  “My  boy,”  he 
said.  Then  he  covered  his  face  and  wept. 
His  daughter,  the  lovely  millionairess,  had 
more  presence  of  mind.  She  came  right  up 
to  the  front,  grabbed  Bill  by  his  sun-burned 
neck  and  kissed  him,  so  there.  Bill  was 
mad  no  longer;  he  was  a hero,  and  after 
taking  the  proper  precautions  to  insure 
safety,  all  hands  wended  their  way  into  the 
terminal,  where  the  story  of  Bill’s  presence 
of  mind  was  soon  made  known. 

A few  mornings  after  the  saving  of  the 
special,  Bill  was  handed  a message  from 
the  “Old  Man,”  reading.  “Come  to  my  office 
at  once.  Don’t  wait  to  change  your  clothes. 
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bone.  The  Special  Agent  on  the  “Old 
Man's”  train  fitted  the  circumstantial  evi- 
dence together,  and  told  them  how  the  train 
had  been  saved,  and  just  then  the  trestle 
fell  with  a crash  into  the  stream. 

Bill  was  brought  to  himself  by  the  Sur- 
geon-in-Chief  pulling  the  spikes  out  of  his 
back  that  had  been  shoved  into  it  when 
the  train  went  over  the  bridge;  his  legs 
were  pulled  out  straight  and  after  getting 
to  his  feet  and  shaking  himself,  he  asked, 
dazedly,  “Did  I hold  it  up?” 

The  “Old  Man”  had  a severe  case  of 
heart  failure  when  he  realized  the  danger 
through  which  he  had  safely  passed  through 


Hurry.”  Signed — Amos  Gittit,  President. 
Bill  grabbed  a track  boss’s  velocipede  and 
raced  toward  the  general  office,  for  he  knew 
he  was  needed. 

He  soon  reached  the  office,  and  brushing 
by  the  colored  gentleman  at  the  door,  an- 
nounced himself  in  his  own  manner.  The 
President  arose,  took  Bill’s  hand  and  said : 
“Be  seated,  Mr.  Burns.  I want  to  have  a 
few  minutes’  talk  with  you.  Your  action  in 
holding  up  the  trestle  at  Pushtish  creek  has 
brought  to  my  attention  your  remarkable 
presence  of  mind,  your  great  strength,  your 
nobility  of  character  and  the  splendid  record 
you  hold  for  performing  your  duty,  which 
leads  me  to  select  for  you  something  better.” 
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Bill  then  naturally  looked  for  a train,  for 
after  he  had  picked  the  splinters  out  of  his 
back,  made  faces  at  Ellen,  and  told  her  it 
was  all  off,  he  had  followed  up  his  job  on 
the  local  and  thought  no  more  about  the 
matter.  But  here  was  the  soul  of  the  cor- 
poration come  to  reward  him.  When  the 
“Old  Man”  spoke,  Bill  had  a case  of  heart 
failure.  “Mr.  Burns,”  he  said,  “you  will  be 
appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Main  Line 
to  succeed  Mr.  Slowtank,  who  will  leave 
on  the  first.  You  had  better  get  a shave, 
a shine  and  a clean,  collar,  and  go  over  to 
the  office  on  No.  13  this  afternoon.”  Bill 
braced  right  up  and  shook  hands  with  the 
President,  took  one  of  his  cigars,  inquired 
after  his  daughter,  asked  to  be  remembered 
to  her,  and  promised  to  make  things  move 
as  they  had  never  moved  before  on  that 
pike  and  changed  his  name  to  BYRNE. 

When  No.  13  stopped  that  afternoon  at 
Wahwah,  Mr.  William  Byrne  stepped  off. 
The  notice  of  his  appointment  had  been 
sent  out  by  wire  and  William,  Bill  no  more, 
was  “it.”  Ellen  rushed  out  to  meet  him, 
but  he  waved  her  aside  and  thought  of  the 
“Old  Man’s”  doll,  and  how  they  would 
frame  up  together.  For  a moment  he  saw 
himself  in  fancy  sitting  with  her  in  the 
parlor  looking  at  the  pictures  in  the  family 
album,  and  saying  sweet  things  to  her. 
But  business  asserted  itself,  and  waving 
Ellen  aside  for  the  second  time,  he  went  to 
his  room,  packed  his  clothes,  grabbed  his 
dress-suit  case  and  leather  hat-box,  and 
went  on  No.  13. 

Mr.  Slowtank  met  him  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  and  it  has  not  been  recorded  that 
they  were  tears  of  gratitude  either,  for  Mr. 
Slowtank  had  felt  that  Bill  had  done  him 
an  injury  in  saving  the  train  and  the  life 
of  the  President.  He  had  been  looking  to- 
ward that  job  himself.  But  William  was 
good-natured,  and  having  been  “canned”  a 
time  or  two  himself,  knew  how  it  felt  and 
so  passed  the  agitation  of  the  Superintend- 
ent lightly  over. 

“Mr.  Byrne,”  said  Mr.  Slowtank,  “this 
main  line  would  be  all  right  if  it  were  not 
for  the  ‘grievers.’  These  Brotherhood  com- 
mittees lead  me  a dog’s  life,  and  I’m  glad 
that  my  finish  has  come.  I have  been  ‘com- 
mittied’  to  the  brink  of  desperation,  and 


now  I hand  it  to  you  as  a priceless  heritage. 
You  will  find  it  priceless  when  you  note  how 
wages  have  been  raised  in  the  past  year.” 
William  knew  this  was  right,  all  right,  but 
he  had  changed  jobs  now,  and  from  a heavy 
“griever”  he  had,  at  a moment’s  notice,  de- 
veloped into  the  stern  employer.  “I’ll  look 
out  for  that,”  he  said. 

Among  the  thousands  of  letters  William 
received  on  his  elevation  none  touched  him 
so  much  as  two.  One  came  from  a formei 
“Partner,”  who  needed  fifty,  and  the  other 
was  from  lovely. Pinkadora  Gittit,  the  hand- 
some, accomplished,  gracious,  etc.,  etc., 
daughter  of  the  President,  she  who  had 
kissed  his  sun-burned  face,  and  called  him 
the  greatest  in  his  class.  She  wrote : “Mr. 
Burns,  I am  so  delighted  at  your  appoint- 
ment. It  is  well  bestowed.  I am  so  de- 
lighted. I know  you  will  succeed.  I am  so 
glad.  You  were  a brave  man.  I am  so 
happy.  Come  and  see  me.  Yours,  Pinky.” 
Of  course,  Bill,  beg  pardon,  William,  knew 
who  Pinky  was,  and  he  kissed  the  letter, 
and  put  it  in  his  pocket  along  with  his 
smoking  tobacco. 

William  soon  had  an  errand  to  the  Presi- 
dent’s office,  and  showed  up  so  strong  to 
the  “Old  Man”  that  he  felt  he  had  made 
no  mistake  in  him. 


The  “Old  Man”  felt  so  good  over  Wil- 
liam that  he  said,  “Come  along  home  with 
me.  Meet  the  family  and  get  acquainted/ 
William’s  heart  beat  fast,  but  he  recovered 
himself  and  taking  a drink  from  the  “Old 
Man’s”  private  stock,  he  gladly  accepted. 

After  dinner,  the  “Old  Man”  went  to 
sleep,  and  William  and  Pinkadora  sat  down 
together  for,  what  was  to  prove,  a fateful 
talk  for  both  of  them.  She  referred  to  his 
presence  of  mind  and  bravery  in  saving  the 
train,  to  his  modest  bearing,  and  incidentally 
noted  that  when  he  was  slicked  up,  he 
looked  mighty  good  to  her.  She  had  al- 
ways been  looking  for  a hero,  a man  oi 
emergencies,  one  who  knew  how  to  meei 
a situation  and  grasp  it,  and  she  made  up 
her  mind  she  would  be  a situation.  She 
led  the  talk  along  the  usual  channels,  and 
when  she  had  William  going  fairly  well, 
she  spoke  of  love  and  affinities  and  other 
things  that  got  William  guessing.  Finally 
he  saw  the  situation  and  he  grasped  it. 
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The  lovely  Pinkadora  gave  one  happy  gasp 
of  expectant  surprise,  nestled  in  William’s 
arms  and  said  “Never  mind  popper.  He  has 
promised  me  I could  have  any  man  I wanted 
I want  you,  Willie,  and  you  can  have  me. 
We  will  be  married  after  pay-day,  for  the 
last  poker  game  left  popper  a trifle  shy. 
It  will  be  all  right.  Ask  him  for  me,  and 
have  no  fear.” 

The  “Old  Man”  rustled  in  his  chair,  then 
William  kissed  Pinky  on  the  proper  place 
and  popper  woke  up.  The  situation  was 
briefly  explained,  and  the  “Old  Man”  ex- 
pressed his  joy  at  getting  rid  of  the  girl; 
that  is,  he  said  he  was  glad  to  have  her  so 
happily  married,  and  things  of  that  kind, 
and  mommer  was  called  in,  and  she  kissed 
William,  and  called  him  her  son  and  said 
how  proud  she  was  to  have  a hero  in  the 
family,  for  the  “Old  Man”  had  never  made 
good  in  that  line,  and  she  had  about  given 
him  up.  So  they  all  passed  the  evening 
pleasantly,  the  growler  was  rushed,  jo> 
reigned  supreme,  and  William  ordered  out 
a special  to  take  him  back  to  headquarters. 

Superintendent  Byrne  sat  in  his  office, 
his  cigar  was  burning  slowly,  for  that  official 
was  wrapped  in  deep  and  serious  thought, 
and  he  wasn’t  used  to  it.  The  priceless 
heritage  left  him  by  Mr.  Slowtank  had 
demanded  attention,  and  eyen  on  that  day 
he  had  a conference  arranged  with  the 
“grievers”  representing  his  former  com- 
panions, the  brakemen.  He  hardly  knew 
how  to  act  toward  them,  for  the  day  would 
develop  another  trying  situation  that  prom- 
ised to  be  more  difficult  to  grasp  than  the 
“Old,  Man’s”  darling  had  been.  “But  I 
will  meet  them  firmly,”  he  reasoned,  “and 
show  them  that  I am  not  to  be  trifled  with.” 
“I  am  not  Old  Slowtank,  and  they  won’t 
do  to  me  what  I used  to  help  do  to  him,” 
he  muttered.  He  was  also  impatient  for  to- 
morrow he  was  to  lead  the  fair  Pinkadora 
to  the  altar.  He  took  out  a diamond  that 
looked  like  a chunk  of  ice,  and  in  fancy 
saw  it  gleaming  on  the  hand  of  her  he  hoped 
soon  to  call  his’n. 

His  chief  clerk  entered  and  said,  “Mr. 
Byrne,  the  brakemen  are  waiting  for  you.” 
“Show  the  gentlemen  in,”  he  said.  The 
committee  slowly  entered,  and  at  their  head 
stood  his  former  partner*  Buck  Burke,  who 


had  enlisted  with  the  Bronchos  and  served 
with  Bill.  “Hello,  Old  Rocks,”  greeted 
Buck.  “How  ’re  cuttin’  it?  The  little  girl 
down  to  Puckker  Huddle  water  tank  was 
askin’  for  you  the  other  day,  and  say,  Bill, 
there  ain’t  been  a bottle  o’  beer  missed  on 
the  local  since  you  left,”  and  Buck  smiled, 
but  the  smile  faded  when  he  saw  the  sten. 
features  of  William  Byrne,  Superintendent, 
turned  toward  the  committee.  Buck  gasped 
and  swallowed  his  chew,  and  tried  to  re- 
cover. He  also  grasped  the  situation 

The  committee  told  its  story  of  trouble, 
and  the  Superintendent  listened  as  if  it 
were  all  new  to  him.  At  its  close  he  said, 
“Gentlemen,  the  policy  of  this  company  has 
changed.  Go  back  to  your  men  and  advise 
them  that  from  this  time  no  more  commit- 
tees will  be  received  in  this  office.  If  yoi 
don’t  like  your  treatment,  quit,  git.*  And 
they  got. 

Under  the  Superintendent’s  window  there 
was  rebellion  brewing,  and  he  heard  the 
very  same  statements  and  suggestions  made 
that  he  himself  had  often  made,  as  to  what 
to  do  to  bring  the  “Old  Duffer”  to  terms. 
Strike,  dynamite,  lynching,  blow  up  the  coal 
chutes  were  terms  he  heard,  and  how  like 
they  sounded  to  the  advice  he  used  to  give, 
but  things  were  different  now. 

A few  days  later,  the  committee  returned, 
and  advised  Mr.  Byrne  that  unless  they 
were  granted  an  audience  they  would  strike. 
He  refused,  and  in  an  hour  the  strike  was 
on.  Everything  was  tied  up.  The  “Old 
Man”  kept  the  wires  warm  backing  up  his 
Superintendent,  but  somehow  things  didn’t 
move  at  all.  The  situation  was  desperate, 
and  this  time  William  failed  to  grasp  it. 
Black  looks,  threats  and  vigorous  verbal 
attacks  had  been  made  against  the  stony- 
hearted Superintendent,  but  he  was  ob- 
durate. The  day  had  been  passed  in  hard 
work,  but  he  had  failed  to  find  a train  hand 
to  go  out,  and  he  was  tied  up.  Worse  than 
that  his  old  partner,  Buck,  had  threatened 
to  blow  him  sky  high  if  he  didn't  come  off 
his  high  horse  and  be  good. 

It  was  late  in  the  night,  and  he  fancied 
he  heard  a noise  below  his  office  window. 
He  looked  out  and  saw  Buck  running  away 
in  the  darkness.  A small  sputtering  spark 
of  fire  ran  toward  the  building,  and  sud- 
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denly  the  horrible  thought  crossed  his  mind, 
“They  are  going  to  blow  me  up,"  and  the 
crash  came. 

The  building  shook,  the  plaster  fell,  the 
office  furniture  trembled  and  swayed,  and 
the  very  earth  seemed  to  quake  in  one  last 
upheaval.  William  Byrne  thought  of  his 
rapid  rise  to  glory,  and  saw  his  humiliating 
finish;  he  saw  the  lovely  Pinkadora  the 
bride  of  another,  he  heard  the  scornful 
laugh  of  Ellen  as  she  was  led  to  the  altar 
by  the  branch  fireman;  in  one  horrible  sec- 
ond his  whole  life  passed  before  him  in 
panoramic  display;  he  remembered  he  had 
come  down  to  the  office  for  the  first  time 
on  No.  13,  he  saw  it  all  in  a flash.  He 
thought  how  much  better  if  he  had  been 
decent  with  the  men,  but  it  was  too  late 
The  thunder  of  falling  walls  roared  in  his 
ears;  he  leaped  far  out,  and  hit — the  bed 
room  floor.  His  alarm  clock  was  smashing 
out  the  hour  of  6:30  a.  m.,  and  it  was  time 
for  Bill  Burns,  brakcman,  to  get  busy  with 
the  rest  of  the  Broncho  Busters.  William 
Byrne,  Superintendent,  was  done. 

He  went  down  to  breakfast  and  to  Ellen. 
What  of  it  if  she  had  freckles  as  large  as 
ginger  snaps,  and  was  a trifle  off  in  a few 
other  respects.  The  branch  fireman  had 
gone  and  the  field  was  his  again.  He  smiled 
contentedly  when  Ellen  inquired  “if  he  had 
had  a hard  night’s  rest,’*  and  replied,  “Bring 
me  a string  of  flats,  and  a cup  of  boiler 
purge,  and  don’t  shove  me  any  more  mince 
pie  for  supper. — Railroad  Trainmen's  Jour- 
nal. 


THE  CRUCIAL  TEST. 

HE  morning  sun  shone  in  splendor 
f(g)}  upon  the  great  plain,  stretching  away 
to  the  horizon  line  in  front  of  the 
Westbrook  ranch.  Autumn  was  nearly 
gone,  and  the  weather  had  been  perfect. 

A man  and  maiden  walked  side  by  side 
along  the  drive  leading  from  the  house  to 
the  gate;  she,  fair  as  a lily  and  of  elegant 
figure;  he,  bronzed,  tall,  and  powerfully 
built. 

A few  yards  behind  them,  also  side  by 
side,  walked  a grand,  white  horse  and  a 
great  St.  Bernard  dog. 

“Ah,  how  glorious  this  Indian  summer 
is!’’  cried  the  girl.  “It  is  hard  to  realize 


that  you  have  these  terrible  blizzards,  of 
which  I have  heard,  here.  What  are  they 
like,  Mr.  Trevanion?” 

“It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give 
you  an  adequate  description  of  them,”  he 
replied.  “Imagine  the  wind  sweeping  along 
at  the  rate  of  forty  or  sixty  miles  an  hour, 
filled  with  particles  of  fine  snow,  through 
which  the  vision  cannot  penetrate.  A fear- 
ful, invading,  white  death,  piercing,  pitiless, 
which  few  living  things  can  withstand. 
The  season  for  them  is  nearly  here  now, 
and  it  would  be  well  for  you  in  your  rides 
not  to  venture  far  from  the  house,  for 
their  coming  is  somewhat  like  that  of 
a thief  in  the  night.  So  I hope  you  will 
be  careful.” 

“Yes,”  she  said,  “I  will  be  careful,  as  I 
am  expecting  a visit  from — from — some  one, 
and  I would  not  have  him  find  when  he 
arrived,  that  I had  fallen  a victim  to  the 
blizzard.  He  hopes  to  remain  a week  or 
more,  and  I hope,  Mr  Trevanion,  you  will 
assist  me  in  seeing  that  he  enjoys  himself.” 
“You  love  him?”  he  asked,  simply. 
“Yes;  we  have  loved  each  other  for 
years,”  she  answered. 

“Then  1 will  do  anything  I can  to  add 
to  the  pleasure  of  his  visit,”  he  said.  Then, 
turning  to  the  horse,  tie  called,  “Come, 
Blanco.” 

The  animal  came  quickly  and  rubbed  his 
nose  against  his  master.  He  patted  the 
arched  neck,  upon  which  the  dog,  with  a 
low  growl  of  half  playful  remonstrance, 
sprang  up,  and,  placing  his  paws  against 
Trevanion’s  breast,  attempted  to  kiss  him. 
As  he  stroked  the  tawny  forehead,  the  girl 
said : 

“How  fond  you  three  are  of  each  other!” 
“Yes,”  he  replied,  “I  believe  they  would 
die  for  me,  and  I am  not  at  all  sure  I 
would  not  die  for  them  were  it  necessary.” 
“And  so  you  love  them  because  they  love 
you,  and  they  you  because  you  love  them?” 
she  queried.  “Is  it  always  so?” 

“No,  not  always,”  he  answered.  “You 
will  sometimes  find  a man  who  would  die 
for  the  woman  he  loves,  even  though  she 
loves  another.” 

As  he  spoke  he  had  been  gathering  up 
the  reins,  and  she  saw  his  lips  tremble  be- 
neath his  mustache.  Swinging  himself  into 
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the  saddle,  he  lifted  his  broad-brimmed 
hat,  bowed,  and  galloped  away.  As  she 
looked  after  them — man,  horse,  and  dog 
cast  in  heroic  mould — she  murmured,  trem- 
ulously : 

“How  strange  that  I,  so  insignificant, 
should  be  able  to  cause  three  such  grand 
creatures  pain — for  I am  sure  that  Blanco 
and  Bernardo  are  in  sympathy  with  their 
master.  Ah ! It  was  almost  more  than  I 
could  bear  to  see  him  suffer  so,  but  he  ap- 
peared so  confident — and — and — I must  be 
sure  of  his  love!'* 

A week  passed,  and  when  Trevanion  came 
in  one  night  Grace  Harcourt  introduced 
him  to  “Mr.  Putnam,”  the  “some  one”  of 
whom  she  had  spoken.  He  was  a rather 
small,  delicate-looking  man,  not  more  than 
twenty-two  or  three  years  old.  For  the 
first  few  days  he  and  Miss  Harcourt  were 
almost  constantly  together,  but  on  the 
fourth  day  she  requested  Trevanion  to 
show  her  companion  something  of  ranch 
life. 

“Remember,  I look  to  you  for  his  safety 
in  all  things,”  she  admonished.  “He  has 
not  been  accustomed  to  horseback  riding 
much  of  late  years,  and  you  must  not  over- 
tax him.” 

“I  will  remember/'  was  his  reply. 

Hugh  Trevanion,  who  was  junior  partner 
on  the  ranch  and  its  foreman,  was  West- 
brook’s nephew.  He  made  his  home  with 
them,  and  was  treated  as  one  of  the  family. 

The  morning  of  that  day  had  been  as  fair 
as  its  predecessors,  but  shortly  before  noon 
dark  clouds  began  to  loom  up  against  the 
northern  sky.  Trevanion  and  Putnam  were 
alone  together  some  half  dozen  miles  from 
the  house. 

“Mr.  Putnam,”  said  the  ranchman,  “we 
are  going  to  have  some  ugly  weather,  and 
have  it  soon.  You  had  better  ride  in  at 
once;  you  see  the  house  yonder.  Here, 
take  my  horse,  strike  a swinging  gallop,  and 
keep  it  until  you  reach  the  stable.” 

“What  about  yourself?”  asked  the  young 
man. 

“I  will  follow  as  soon  as  I round  up  these 
cattle.  If  bunched,  they  may  possibly  with- 
stand the  storm.” 

“But  why  may  I not  assist  you?” 


“Because  you  would  be  apt  to  do  more 
harm  than  good,”  returned  the  ranchman. 
“But  hurry,  manl  Look  at  those  clouds, 
and  already  you  can  begin  to  feel  the  first 
bite  of  the  wind.  Give  the  horse  the  rein 
and  let  him  go.  Home,  Blanco  1”  he  ordered, 
pointing  towards  the  house. 

Trevanion  was  an  expert  at  all  ranch 
work ; yet,  when  the  task  he  had  set  himself 
was  accomplished,  and  he  turned  his  horse’s 
head  homeward,  the  ranch  buildings  could 
no  longer  be  seen,  and  objects  much  nearer 
were  blotted  out  by  the  ever-thickening, 
driving  snow  particles.  At  last,  almost 
breathless  and  blinded,  he  reached  the 
house,  having  been  assisted  in  keeping  the 
proper  direction  by  repeatedly  consulting 
a pocket  compass.  Having  attended  to  his 
horse,  he  fought  his  way  to  the  house  and 
staggered  into  the  hallway,  Bernardo  at  his 
heels.  Immediately  there  was  a rush  from 
the  sitting-room,  Grace  Harcourt  being  first. 
After  a swift  glance  her  eyes  widened  with 
terror,  and  she  gasped: 

“Where  is— is — Sidney?” 

“Isn’t  he  here?”  Trevanion  asked,  in  con- 
sternation. 

“Where  is  he?”  she  cried,  wildly.  “Surely 
you  have  not  left  him  to  perish  in  this 
dreadful  storm?  Oh!  if  you  had  only 
known ! He  was  my — ” 

Her  hands  went  to  her  throat;  she  would 
have  fallen  if  he  had  not  caught  her.  Carry- 
ing back  into  the  room,  he  placed  her  upon 
a lounge,  and  turning,  strode  to  the  front 
door.  His  hand  was  upon  the  knob  when 
Westbrook  stopped  him. 

“Hugh,  where  are  you  going  ?**  he  asked. 

“To  find  him,”  he  answered,  quietly. 

“No,  no!  It  would  be  sheer  madness!” 
cried  Westbrook.  “Why  should  you  throw 
your  life  away  for  nothing?  We  know 
his  not  being  here  was  through  no  fault  of 
yours.” 

“Yes;  I sent  him  ahead  instead  of  ac- 
companying him  and  must  save  him  or  go 
by  the  same  road.  When  I saw  Putnam 
last  he  was  riding  in  the  direction  of  the 
old  sheep-house.  If  I do  not  return,  I wish 
all  I possess  to  go  to  Baby  Nell.  I would  be 
glad  to  have  half  of  it  go  to  her — Miss 
Harcourt— but,  of  course,  she  would  con- 
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sider  even  the  suggestion  an  insult.  Good- 
bye.*' 

He  went  out  as  he  finished  speaking,  and 
within  a few  yards  he  and  the  dog  were 
lost  to  sight. 

How  he  ever  reached  the  sheep-house  he 
did  not  know.  Riding  the  exhausted  horse 
beneath  the  shed  at  the  side  protected  from 
the  blast,  he  fell,  rather  than  dismounted, 
and  as  he  did  so,  Bernardo’s  whining  at- 
tracted his  attention.  The  dog  was  sniffing 
about  the  motionless  form  of  Blanco.  It 
took  the  young  man  but  a moment  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  ho^se  was  dead.  A quick  ex- 
amination showed  his  forelegs,  chest,  and 
throat  to  be  horribly  lacerated.  “Ah ! the 
double-barbed  wire  fence  enclosing  the 
sheep-house,”  he  muttered.  “Neither  could 
see  it  for  the  blinding  snow.”  With  heav- 
ing chest  he  looked  down  upon  his  dead 
horse.  “As  true  and  gallant  a heart  as 
ever  beat  is  stilled  forever,”  he  whispered, 
brokenly. 

Recollecting  himself,  he  looked  about  for 
the  missing  man.  Not  finding  him,  he 
pushed  open  the  door  of  the  sheep-house 
and  entered;  and  there,  sitting  with  his  back 
against  the  wall,  his  chin  on  his  breast,  he 
found  the  object  of  his  search,  apparently 
sleeping.  And,  indeed,  he  was  sleeping,  the 
sleep  from  which  the  freezing  never  awake, 
if  it  is  allowed  to  continue  long. 

To  Trevanion’s  intense  relief,  he  found 
that  Putnam’s  heart  still  beat,  though  feebly. 
Then  he  began  to  battle  for  the  life  of  his 
rival,  forcing  brandy  between  his  teeth. 
Through  harrowing  minutes  he  worked,  but 
apparently  in  vain. 

“My  God ! he  must  not  die !”  he  cried  out. 
Again  he  bent  to  his  task,  and  at  last  suc- 
cess attended  his  extorts  As  soon  as  he 
had  assured  himself  that  the  fight  with 
death  was  won,  he  tore  a sheet  from  his 
notebook  and  wrote  upon  it:  “Have  found 

him,  and  he  is  safe.  We  will  come  in  as 
soon  as  storm  breaks.”  Wrapping  this  in 
his  handkerchief,  he  tied  it  about  Bernardo’s 
neck,  and  told  him  to  take  it  home.  To 
his  surprise,  the  dog,  with  drooping  tail, 
looked  at  him  appealingly  and  hesitated. 

“Yes,  you  must  go  this  time,  old  fellow, 
and  you  needn  t come  back,”  he  said.  “Go 
home,  now,  and  fake  the  note.” 


With  a last  look  of  dumb  remonstrance 
the  animal  went  out  into  the  blizzard,  turn- 
ing his  head  unerringly  homeward. 

As  soon  as  Putnam  had  revived,  Tre- 
vanion  raised  him  to  his  feet  and  walked 
back  and  forth  from  end  to  end  of  the 
room.  It  was  only  in  this  way,  through 
the  long  hours  of  the  bitterly  cold  night, 
that  they  succeeded  in  keeping  alive,  draw- 
ing their  wraps  about  them  and  taking  an 
occasional  drink  from  the  brandy  flask.  And 
while  they  thus  walked,  Putnam  told  his 
rescuer  of  having  galloped  Blanco  into  the 
fence. 

“Neither  I nor  the  horse  saw  it.*'  he  said, 
“until  too  late  The  speed  at  which  he  was 
going,  added  to  his  great  weight,  carried 
him  through,  but  he  fell  to  his  knees, 
throwing  me  over  his  head.  No  bones  were 
broken,  but  I must  have  been  unconscious 
for  a few  minutes.  Wlien  I recovered, 
Blanco  was  standing  almost  over  me,  as 
though  wishing  to  shield  me  from  harm, 
but  already  he  was  weak  and  trembling 
•from  loss  of  blood,  which  was  still  flowing 
freely.  I did  all  I could  to  staunch  it,  but 
without  success.  At  length,  after  I led  him 
under  the  shed,  he  lay  down  and  died  with- 
out apparent  pain.” 

When  the  day  dawned  the  blizzard  had 
spent  itself.  Forcing  the  almost  exhausted 
Putnam  to  mount  the  horse,  Trevanion 
took  the  lead  through  the  snow,  and  when 
they  reached  the  house  he  was  scarcely  able 
to  stand.  Nevertheless,  he  sent  Putnam 
into  the  house,  and  taking  the  horse  to  the 
stable,  looked  after  his  wants.  When  he 
entered  the  house  he  went  directly  to  his 
room,  and  had  reached  the  door  when  Fred 
Westbrook  rushed  up,  crying: 

“Cousin  Hugh,  Cousin  Hugh,  did  you 
know  Bernardo  was  dead?” 

“Bernardo  dead — too?  Both  gone?”  he 
cried,  huskily. 

“Yes,”  replied  the  boy.  “He  was  so  weak 
last  night  when  he  came  that  Miss  Grace 
could  hear  him  whining  and  scratching  at 
the  door;  and  when  we  got  him  into  the 
room  he  lay  down  in  front  of  the  fire  and 
died  in  a few  minutes.  Papa  said  the  bliz- 
zard was  too  much  for  him.” 
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With  a groan  the  man  staggered  into 
his  room,  sank  into  a chair  beside  a table, 
aud  dropped  his  face  upon  his  arms. 

Awed,  the  boy  was  turning  away,  when  a 
flaxen-haired  tot  passed  him. 

“No,  Nell;  you  mustn't  go  in  there,”  he 
said,  catching  her. 

“Ess  me  is,  too,”  she  cried,  jerking  from 
him  and  running  to  Trevanion.  Nestling 
up  to  him,  she  pleaded : “Hoogo  mustn't 
cwy!  Baby  Nell  don'  want  Hoogo  to 
cwy !” 

In  a moment  he  had  caught  her  to  his 
heart  and  buried  his  face  in  her  curls. 

“Gwacie  say  oo  mus'  tome  in  sittin’-woom ; 
she  want  to  see  oo,”  the  child  said.  “Tome 
wiv  me,"  and  slipping  to  the  floor,  she 
caught  hold  of  his  hand  to  conduct  him. 

And  then  he  entered  the  room  where 
Grace  Harcourt  was  awaiting  him.  Her 
face  was  very  pale  as  she  came  forward. 

"I  know  you  must  loathe  the  sight  of  me,” 
she  began,  hurriedly,  “but  I could  not  go 
away  without  first  begging  your  forgiveness 
for  the  deception  I have  practiced  upon  you, 
and  the  pain  I have  caused  you  in  the  loss 
— in  the  loss — of  your  noble  dog  and  horse. 
Say  you  forgive  me  before  I go,”  she 
pleaded,  looking  at  him  with  beautiful,  be- 
seeching eyes. 

“And  you  fully  and  freely  believe  that 
I had  no  desire  to  injure  your  lover?”  he 
asked. 

“My  lover?"  she  questioned.  “You  mean 
Sidney,  my  brother?  Oh,  I had  forgotten 
that  he  had  not  told  you.  No,  it  is  for  you 
to  forgive  the  deception  I put  upon  you.” 

“You  mean  to  tell  me,"  he  began  sternly, 
“that  Mr.  Putnam  is  your  brother?” 

“Yes,"  she  faltered.  “His  full  name  is 
Sidney  Putnam  Harcourt.” 

“In  God’s  name,  why  did  you  wish  to 
deceive  me — to  treat  me  as  you  have  done?” 
he  cried. 

“Because — because — " Her  eyes  sought 
the  floor,  and  her  face,  before  so  pale,  was 
now  scarlet. 

“Was  it  because  you  loved  me?”  he  asked, 
softly,  taking  her  hand  and  trying  to  look 
into  her  eyes.  “Because,  if  you  do,"  he 
continued,  “there  is  nothing  to  forgive.  I 
would  willingly  lose  a thousand  dogs  and 
horses — as  dear  to  me  as  those  were — to 


find  out  that  you  loved  me.  I do  not  wish 
to  know  the  intricate — contradictory,  per- 
haps— workings  of  your  woman’s  heart  in 
what  you  have  done,  but  simply  that  be- 
neath all  your  reasoning  (or  unreasoning), 
you  loved  me.  Was  it  so?" 

“Yes,”  she  whispered;  “it  was  because — 
I — I loved  you,  and  I wanted  to  make  sure 
of  your  love  before  letting  you  know.  I 
thought  your  manner  toward  me  over-con- 
fident— as  though  you  believed  you  had  but 
to  stretch  forth  your  hand  and  take  me.  It 
was  not  myself  alone  who  felt  so  about  it, 
but  also  Mrs.  Westbrook,  whom  I had  con- 
fided in;  and  when  I told  her  what  I pro- 
posed doing,  she  approved  of  it." 

“So  my  manner  appealed  over-confident, 
and  yet,  how  far  removed  was  I from  a 
feeling  of  confidence!  I simply  loved  you 
so  dearly  I could  not  conceal  it  And 
now — ” I 

“Tiss  me,  too,"  commanded  Nell,  who, 
up  to  this  point,  had  been  crushed  into 
silence  by  their  intense  earnestness. 

And  they  were  both  kissing  her  at  once 
when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westbrook  came  in, 
with  beaming  faces  and  extended  hands. — 
By  R.  B.  Hill,  in  Good  Literature. 


THE  TOAST  OF  DEATH. 

^7  HE  was  wondrously  beautiful  as  far 
as  mere  perfection  of  the  features 
went,  but  there  was  something  in  the 
cold  glitter  of  the  eye  which  to  a close 
observer  of  human  nature  would  have  meant 
that  the  lovely  face  was  only  the  lying 
mask  of  a shallow,  selfish  soul.  Yet  men 
loved  her.  her  bcautv  was  to  them  the  load- 
stone which  drew  their  hearts  as  does  the 
bright  light  to  the  summer  moth. 

She  gloried  in  her  conquests,  and  it  was 
with  ever-increasing  pride  that  she  named 
those  who  had  loved  her  Her  fame  was 
universal  throughout  Spain,  for  it  was 
known  that  princes,  dukes,  noblemen,  and 
even  a king  had  loved  her. 

Yet  one  man  had  baffled  her,  for  beneath 
the  burning  invitation  of  her  luminous  eyes 
he  had  remained  cold,  indifferent,  almost 
contemptuous,  and  because  of  that  Lopez 
de  Servedo  became  almost  as  famous  as  the 
woman  whose  charms  he  had  withstood. 
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Bul  a woman  of  Margarita  Toreno’s  type 
does  not  at  once  pronounce  herself  van- 
quished. If  he  could  withstand  her  charm 
it  was  that  his  heart  was  filled  by  another 
love,  a love  that  must  be  killed  before  she 
could  hope  to  conquer.  It  did  not  take  her 
long  to  know  Lopez’s  secret,  for  she  was 
rich  and  detectives  are  clever.  It  was  a 
simple  tale  of  tender  love,  pure  and  holy. 
The  powerful  Lopez  de  Servedo  loved  one 
much  beneath  him  in  social  rank,  one  whom 
his  proud  parents  would  never  have  recog- 
nized as  their  equal.  He  had  therefore 
married  in  secret  and  kept  his  bliss  and  her 
beauty  concealed  from  the  noise  and  vice 
of  the  city. 

When  Margarita  heard  this  she  had  a 
cry  of  triumph. 

“Now  that  I know  his  secret  he  is  mine ; 
he  shall  cringe  at  my  feet  and  sue  for  the 
love  he  has  scorned,  but  first  I must  get 
rid  of  her.” 

For  a week  she  thought;  she  even  went 
so  far  as  to  visit  the  little  villa  and  try 
with  a lying  tale  of  Lopez’s  infidelity  to 
make  her  successful  rival  leave  the  man 
she  wanted.  In  this  she  failed,  and  return- 
ing home,  humbled  by  her  want  of  success, 
she  cried: 

“Then  there  is  only  one  way;  she  must 
die.” 

A week  later  all  Madrid  was  shocked 
by  the  news  of  a mysterious  murder  which 
had  been  committed  in  a lonely  villa.  A 
young  woman  living  alone  with  two  ser- 
vants was  found  dead  one  morning.  Mar- 
garita’s well-paid  assassin  had  done  his 
work. 

Lopez  de  Servedo  did  not  change  any- 
thing in  his  manner  of  living.  He  was 
still  seen  in  his  box  at  the  opera;  he  still 
frequented  the  various  gambling  halls  of 
the  town  ; he  drove  his  fast  horses  with 
the  same  careless  grace,  but  could  anyone 
have  seen  within  his  heart  they  would  have 
been  startled  by  the  tragic  depths  of  his 
despair.  The  dead  woman  had  been  the 
one  love  of  his  life,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  hope  of  avenging  her  he  would  have 
soon  rejoined  her  in  the  grave. 

After  awhile  his  indifference  toward 
Margarita  seemed  to  melt  His  visits  to 


her  home  became  more  frequent,  and  soon 
it  was  murmured  that  Lopez  de  Servedo 
had  at  last  fallen  a victim  to  her  charms. 
She  thought  so,  too,  and  rejoiced. 

“I  knew,”  sh$  thought,  “that  once  freed 
from  his  infatuation  for  that  girl  he  would 
turn  to  me.  And  now  he  is  mine.  He 
loves  me — and,  yes,  I love  him!” 

A month  after  the  strange  murder  Lopez 
and  a number  of  young  men  and  women 
were  assembled  in  Margarita’s  home,  for 
Lopez  wished  to  proclaim  in  a public 
fashion  his  liason  with  the  beautiful  cour- 
tesan. The  wine  flowed  freely  and  as  its 
vapors  mounted  to  the  heads,  jokes  and 
laughter  reigned  supreme.  Only  Lopez  re- 
mained calm,  indifferent,  cold. 

Margarita,  intoxicated  as  much  by  the 
triumph  of  this  hour  as  by  the  wine  she 
had  drunk,  talked  as  she  had  never  done 
before,  surprising  all  by  the  brilliancy  of 
her  wit,  the  quickness  of  her  repartees. 

Dessert  was  served  and  new  wines 
brought  in.  Lopez  rose  and  with  a grace- 
ful gesture  imposed  silence.  For  a moment 
he  did  not  speak,  as  though  he  wished  to 
give  to  all  time  to  admire  his  elegant  form 
and  dark,  handsome  face;  then  he  began; 
his  voice,  soft  and  melodious,  fell  on  the 
ear  like  a caress: 

“In  most  banquets  toasts  are  drank,  and 
as  this  is  an  occasion  of  special  joy  to  me, 
I wish  that  we  follow  the  custom.  So  I 
appoint  myself  as  toastmaster  and  will  call 
on  each  and  every  one  of  you  for  a toast.” 

He  resumed  his  seat  amid  the  boisterous 
hurrahs  of  his  companions.  For  awhile,  in 
answer  to  Lopez’s  request,  toasts  of  differ- 
ent characters  were  given  amid  the  general 
laughter  of  the  guests.  When  all  had 
spoken  someone  remarked: 

“Servedo  has  not  spoken,  and  a mat 
loved  by  the  peerless  Margarita  must  have 
much  to  say.” 

Lopez  smiled  and  refilling  his  glass  be- 
gan: 

“Certainly;  I have  much  to  say  and  will 
not  shrink  the  task.  I have  a story  I wish 
you  to  hear,  but  before  1 relate  it  I want 
you  all  to  drink  a toast  with  me.” 
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All  raised  their  glasses  and  waited. 
Lopez  turned  to  Margarita,  saying: 

“You  will  drink  out  of  my  glass  this 
time,  drinking  only  half,  leaving  the  other 
half  for  me.” 

Smilingly  she  put  down  her  glass  and 
Lopez  began: 

“I  drink  to  the  most  beautiful,  the  most 
outwardly  perfect  woman  in  the  world, 
to  Margarita  Toreno.” 

All  glasses  were  drained  and  after  Mar- 
garita had  drunk  half  of  what  was  in 
Lopez’s,  he  swallowed  the  rest,  adding  with 
a smile: 

“This  is  our  love  troth.”  and  he  resumed 
his  seat.  “Now  for  my  story.” 

“Silence,”  cried  the  others.  “Lopez  has 
got  a story.  Listen  to  the  story.” 

“This  is  a true  story;  every  word  of  it 
is  true,  so  note  well  what  I say.  It  was 
three  years  ago,  a young  man  passing  a 
cigarette  factory  saw  a lovely  girl  in  plain 
dress  leaving  the  building.  She  was  beau- 
tiful with  a beauty  which  came  from  a pure 
soul  and  a noble  heart.  Well,  he  was 
young,  ardent,  and  she  pleased  him.  He 
sought  her  out,  saw  that  she  was  virtuous, 
though  poor,  and  unable  to  get  her  any 
other  way,  he  married  her  in  secret,  since 
his  rank  and  his  parents’  pride  forbade  him 
to  do  so  openly.” 

He  paused  and  turned  with  a smile 
toward  Margarita.  She  had  suddenly  be- 
come very  pale  and  her  dark  eyes  met  his 
in  a startled  question;  but  without  seeming 
to  heed  her  emotion  he  continued,  measur- 
ing each  of  his  words: 

“Only  those  who  have  truly  loved,  loved 
with  all  the  strength  of  heart  and  soul, 
can  guess  what  hours  of  bliss,  what  ex- 
quisite joys  filled  the  lives  of  the  two  mar- 
ried lovers.  For  two  years  that  happiness 
continued,  then  a cloud  arose  in  their  sunny 
sky,  and  that  cloud  took  the  shape  of  a 
woman,  divinely  beautiful,  but  satanically 
cruel. 

“She  was  one  of  those  lost  creatures 
which  the  world  supports  yet  scorns.  She 
had  princes  and  kings  at  her  feet,  but  her 
vain  heart  wanted  to  possess  the  man  who 
scorned  her.  What’s  the  matter,  Margarita  ? 
You  are  pale;  does  my  story  move  you?” 


By  a powerful  effort  she  overcame  her 
weakness  and  answered : 

“Go  on;  I am  interested.  Only  pass  me 
more  wine.  I feel  strangely  dizzy.”  And 
she  drank  eagerly  the  glass  one  of  her  com- 
panions had  filled  for  her.  But  Lopez  con- 
tinued : 

“Seeing  that  rhe  could  not  win  him  she 
decided  to  take  her  from  him.  It  was  an 
easy  thing  to  accomplish,  for  one  night  a 
well-paid  assassin  struck  his  blow  in  the 
dark;  one  young  life  was  cut  short;  one 
love  dream  was  brought  to  an  end  and  the 
next  morning  all  Madrid  was  shocked  to 
hear  of  the  mysterious  murder  of  the  Villa 
del  Rosa.” 

A smothered  cry  from  Margarita  caused 
all  eyes  to  turn  in  her  direction.  She  was 
standing  in  her  place,  pale,  ghastly,  wild. 
Some  of  the  women  rose  to  go  to  her,  but 
Lopez  said  in  the  same  calm  voice: 

“Don’t  worry,  ladies;  I will  take  care  of 
Margarita;  she  will  soon  be  well.” 

The  smile  had  fled  from  all  lips,  a current 
of  dread  passed  among  the  guests,  most 
faces  were  pale  and  in  the  heart  of  each 
was  a fear  that  something  was  going  to  hap- 
pen. Lopez  alone  remained  calm  and  after 
forcing  Margarita  to  resume  her  seat  he 
continued,  his  words  falling  like  a dirge 
on  the  oppressive  silence: 

“You  all  know  the  details  of  that  murder, 
but  what  you  do  not  know  was  the  oath 
the  man  took  over  the  body  of  the  woman 
he  loved.  He  swore  that  he  would  find 
the  guilty  and  avenge  her  death.  He  has 
this  night  kept  that  oath.” 

Margarita  gave  a wild  cry  as  she  started 
to  her  feet.  Lopez,  with  a laugh  of  tri- 
umph, concluded: 

“The  hero  of  my  story  is  myself.  The 
guilty  woman  stands  yonder.  As  to  my 
vengeance,  I achieved  it  as  I drank  my  death 
and  hers  while  pronouncing  my  toast.  The 
wine  we  drank  was  poisoned.  There  is  no 
cure  and  in  an  hour  we  both  will  be  dead. 
I drank  my  toast  to  the  most  beautiful,  the 
most  outwardly  perfect  woman  of  the 
world,  but  I drank  it  with  a wine  which, 
like  her,  was  venomous,  yet  which  hid  its 
danger  in  the  glitter  of  its  sparkle.  The 
serpent  she  was ; with  the  venom  of  a 
serpent  she  dies  I” 
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Margarita  had  remained  spellbound  by 
horror,  but  at  his  last  words  she  gave  one 
wild  cry  and  fell  writhing  to  the  floor. 
The  affair  was  hushed  up  and  thanks  to 
Lopez’s  high  position,  the  story  was  kept 
out  of  the  papers,  but  those  who  witnessed 
that  terrible  scene  of  refined  vengeance 
never  forgot  the  horror  of  the  tragic  toast 
of  death  ! — The  Household. 


HUBBY’S  TYPEWRITER. 

R.  Arthur  Tapes  was  showing  Mrs. 
Arthur  Tapes  the  wonders  of 
mammon’s  zoology  in  Wall  street 
at  the  close  of  business  on  the 
day  following  the  end  of  their  wedding  tour. 

“Who  are  all  these,  young  ladies  I see 
on  the  street?’’  asked  Mrs.  Tapes. 

“They  are  typewriters  from  the  hundreds 
of  offices  around  here,”  answered  her  hus- 
band. 

That  was  all  that  was  said  on  that  phase 
of  life  in  the  “street”  until  Mr.  Tapes  and 
his  bride  were  enjoying  dinner  in  their  cozy 
Harlem  flat. 

“Have  you  a typewriter?”  she  asked. 

“Yes,,”  he  answered,  and  again  the  sub- 
ject was  dropped. 

The  next  morning  at  a quarter  past  ten 
o’clock  Mrs.  Arthur  Tapes  entered  the  office 
of  Mr.  Arthur  Tapes  and  approached  a 
bald-headed  clerk. 

“Is  Mr.  Tapes  in?”  she  asked. 

“Yes,  ma’am.  He  is  busy  with  his  type- 
writer in  the  next  room,”  he  answered,  as 
he  pointed  with  his  left  elbow  to  a partially 
open  door  “Shall  I call  him?” 

“No!  I will  wait,”  replied  Mrs.  Tapes, 
as  she  took  a seat  that  gave  the  best  possible 
view  of  the  open  door. 

It  was  a most  provoking  view,  for  it 
gave  Mrs.  Tapes  only  a glimpse  of  Mr. 
Tapes’  side  elevation  as  he  straightened  in 


his  chair  from  a frequent  leaning  position, 
apparently  toward  the  typewriter.  Then  the 
distance  was  such  that  she  could  hear  the 
sound  of  his  low  voice  without  catching  the 
words. 

. In  a few  minutes  she  moved  her  chair 
nearer,  which  did  not  help  her  view,  but 
made  the  voice  more  distinct.  Mr.  Tapes 
leaned  so  far  forward  that  he  was  entirely 
out  of  sight,  and  Mrs.  Tapes  showed  agita- 
tion by  rapidly  tapping  the  floor  with  her 
right  foot.  Then  she  arose  and  approached 
the  busy  smooth-pated  clerk. 

“What  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Tapes’  type- 
writer?’ she  asked. 

“Hannah.” 

She  returned  to  her  chair  and  drew  it  a 
little  nearer  the  door  as  she  sat  down. 
She  saw  her  husband  standing,  and  then 
disappear  as  he  stepped  behind  the  type- 
writer. She  heard  him  laugh,  a low  laugh 
that  she  had  delighted  in.  Then  she  heard 
him  speak,  with  some  emphasis. 

“I  have  had  my  vacation,”  he  said,  “and 
now  you  must  have  yours.  I hope  you  will 
have  as  fine  a time  as  we  had  when  we 
took  our  vacation  together  last  summer.” 

Mrs.  Tapes  sprang  for  her  seat,  thrust 
the  door  wide  open  and  entered.  Mr.  Tapes 
stood  with  both  hands  affectionately  on  his 
typewriter’s  shoulders,  and  the  two  turned 
quickly  toward  her  as  she  entered. 

“Why,  Mary,  how  you  startled  me!”  he 
said.  “I  didn’t  expect  to  see  you  here. 
What  a pleasant  surprise.  Allow  me  to 
introduce  my  typewriter  to  you.  Mr.  Han- 
nah, this  is  Mrs.  Tapes.  You  see.  my  dear, 
Mr.  Hannah  has  grown  gray  in  Wall  street. 
I had  my  initiation  in  his  office,  and  though 
he  taught  me  well,  like  many  others  he  has 
met  with  disappointment.” 

Mrs.  Tapes  grasped  the  old  man’s  ex- 
tended hand,  and  sunshine  of  relief  dispelled 
clouds  of  suspicion  from  her  pretty  face. 


Be  Up  and  Doing. 

Tho*  dreams  we  have  at  night 
Don’t  bother  me  and  you. 
Let’s  work  with  all  our  might 
To  make  our  day  dreams  true. 


A Scab. 

There’s  a man  whom  a thief  would  despise, 
Low  down  in  the  scale  of  morality; 

We  brand  him  with  scorn  in  our  eyes, 

As  the  blackest  type  of  mortality; 

A man  whom  we  justly  can  call. 

Dame  Nature’s  most  hideous  blab. 

Whom  honest  men  kick  from  their  hall, 

I refer  to  the  man  called  “a  scab.” 

We  respect  the  rash,  hot-tempered  man, 

And  wait  'til  his  anger  is  o’er; 

The  rogue  we  can  place  under  ban. 

In  Sing  Sing  or  some  foreign  shore. 

How  quickly  we  kill  in  our  hate, 

The  serpent,  which  is  not  half  so  bad, 

Then  why  should  we  tolerate 
The  man  we  know  is  a “scab?” 

You  will  find  him  on  land  and  on  sea, 

No  manhood  his  body  contains, 

His  heart  is  the  size  of  a pea, 

A thimble  would  hold  all  his  brains. 

In  Borneo  I rather  would  roam. 

Where  cannibals  for  human  flesh  are  mad, 

Than  have  all  the  comforts  of  home. 

In  a palace  that’s  shared  with  “a  scab.” 

I care  not  how  clever  he  be, 

I care  not  how  noble  his  station. 

I’d  hate  him,  although  even  be 
Was  running  this  opulent  nation. 

I know  there  is  no  one  will  pray 

Fop  this  fiend  who  for  pennies  does  grab. 

Whose  everyday  acts  plainly  say, 

“I’m  a scab,”  “I’m  a scab,”  “I’m  a scab.” 
Cert.  190,  Div.  98. 


The  Public  Park. 


You  can  tell  it  by  its  shady  nooks  and  seats  down 
by  the  pond; 

You  can  tell  it  by  its  hills  and  dells  and  flower 
beds  down  beyond; 

You  can  tell  it  by  its  tennis  court  and  atmosphere 
of  fun. 

It’s  the  font  where  God  revises  us  when  our  week 
of  labor’s  done; 

You  can  feel  it  in  the  soul,  you  can  feel  it  in 
the  blood, 

You  can  feel  the  touch  of  Brotherhood  and  sec 
the  work  of  God, 

And  like  the  life  insurance  fund,  its  breath  re- 
vives our  hope, 

Our  visions  cheered  by  Nature’s  smiles,  on  tree 
and  grassy  slope.  — F.  A.  Barron. 


Goin’  to  the  Fair. 

This  anonymous  clipping  was  sent  to  the  col- 
lector of  antiques  for  the  Connecticut  house  at 
the  World’s  Fair. 

Marie  is  raisin*  chickens, 

An’  Bill  is  sawin’  wood, 

A-savin’  up  their  pennies. 

As  prudent  people  should. 

Of  father’s  pension  money 
He’s  puttin’  by  a share, 

’Cause  every  one  is  countin’ 

On  goin  to  the  fair. 

Nance  ain’t  a-buyin  candy 
The  way  she  used  to  do, 

An’  Joe  has  given  up  smokin’; 

He  hardly  takes  a chew; 

An’  ma’s  last  winter  bonnet 
This  season  she  will  wear. 

They’re  all  a-savin’  money 
To  spend  it  at  the  fair. 

That  show  down  in  St.  Louis 
Will  be  a grand  affair, 

An’  every  person  Aggers 

That  somehow  he’ll  get  there. 

So  each  has  got  a stockin’ 

To  save  his  little  hoard, 

For  it  will  take  some  money 
To  pay  the  fare  an’  board. 


You  can  tell  it  by  its  fragrance,  its  beauty  and  its 
charm; 

You  can  tell  it  by  its  colors,  its  verdure  and  its 
calm; 

You  can  tell  by  the  voices  of  the  children  while 
at  play. 

You  can  tell  by  the  mothers,  whose  cares  it  takes 
away. 


So  Pete  is  splittin’  fence  rails, 
An’  Tom  is  cuttin’  ice. 

An’  Sally’s  quit  her  music 
To  put  aside  the  price. 

An’  Uncle  Ed.  lets,  meekly, 
Aunt  Susie  cut  his  hair. 

For  every  one  is  countin’ 

On  goin’  to  the  fair. 
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In  the  Old  Days. 

The  old  days!  Do  you  ever  think  of  them, 

When  sitting  silent,  as  the  shadows  meet? 

When  lying  broad  awake  at  dead  of  night, 

To  hear  the  rain  that  drips  from  off  the  eaves. 
Dou  you  remember  how  sweet  was  your  sleep, 

In  the  old  days? 

The  old  days,  when  you  wanted  to  grow  big. 
Before  you  knew  the  sorrows  it  would  bring! 
When  looking  at  the  blue  hills  far  away. 

And  thinking  of  the  world  that  lay  beyond, 

Do  you  remember  how  you  yearned  for  it, 

In  the  old  days? 

The  old  days!  They  are  furrowed  o’er  with 
graves; 

The  sweet- faced  mother,  first  and  dearest  friend; 
The  old  home  faces  that  you  used  to  know — 

Your  playmates  and  your  sweethearts,  where  are 
they? 

Do  you  remember  how  you  loved  and  lost, 

In  the  old  days? 

The  old  days!  How  they  brim  the  eyes  with  tears, 
And  fill  the  heart  with  longing  and  regret! 

O,  there  are  tragedies  for  every  life. 

And  there  are  songs  as  sweet  as  ever  sung, 

And  there  are  memories  that  never  die, 

In  the  old  days? 

— J.  A.  Edgarton,  in  National  Magagine. 


Time  and  the  Children. 

Where  they  play  among  the  grasses. 

If  perchance  dark  cloud  passes 
O’er  their  places, 

Not  a shadow  of  the  morrow 
Brings  a sorrow 
To  their  faces; 

For  they  hear  the  bluebells  ringing 
When  the  fairies  rock  the  steeple, 

And  they  see  the  green  grass  swinging 
’Neath  the  feet  of  fairy  people, 

Ah,  Father  Time, 

Their  golden  hours  are  few, 

And  the  arch  of  the  rainbow  is  still  to  climb. 

And  the  fairies  to  find  in  the  dew! 

— Will  you  not  wait  for  the  children? 

Time!  The  days  are  short  for  reaping. 

Mirth,  but  ah!  so  long  for  weeping! 

And  the  wreath 
Withers  oft  before  its  binding. 

Or,  unwinding, 

Pales  to  death! 

Leave  them  to  their  wild-flower  braiding, 

With  the  kind  blue  sky  above  them. 
l*or  those  wreaths,  tho’  swiftly  fading, 

Last  as  long  as  child-hearts  love  them. 

We  dare  not  climb, 

And  the  fairies  for  us  are  dead; 

Will  you  not  wait  for  the  children,  Time, 

And  hurry  us  home  instead? 

Ah,  Time!  Wait  for  the  children! 

— Will  H.  Ogilvie,  in  Temple  Bar. 


Though  We  Repent. 

Though  we  repent,  can  any  God  give  back 
The  dear,  lest  days  we  might  have  made  so 
fair — 

Turn  false  to  true,  and  carelessness  to  care. 

And  let  us  find  again  what  now  we  lack? 

Oh,  once,  once  more  to  tread  the  oldtime  track. 
The  flowers  we  threw  away  once  more  to  wear — 
Though  we  repent,  can  any  God  give  back 

The  dear,  lost  days  we  might  have  made  so  fair? 

Who  can  repulse  a stealthy  ghost's  attack — 
Silence  a voice  that  doth  the  midnight  dare — 
Make  fresh  hopes  spring  from  grave-sod  of 
despair — 

Set  free  a tortured  soul  from  memory’s  rack? 
Though  we  repent,  can  any  God  give  back 

The  dear,  lost  days  we  might  have  made  so 
fair?  — Louise  Chandler  Moulton. 


Troubles  We  Never  Have. 

The  youth  that  lies  so  far  away. 

That  seemed  to  end  so  long  ago. 

Might  still  be  sweetly*  claimed  to-day 
By  many  a man  whose  step  is  slow 
If,  somehow,  he  might  borrow  back 
The  days  his  foolish  fears  made  sad, 

The  days  through  which  he  sighed,  "Alack!" 
O’er  trouble  that  he  never  had. 

As  careless  prodigals  we  waste 

The  years  through  which  youth  blithely  skips. 
And  many  a bitter  dose  we  taste 
That  never  comes  to  touch  our  lips. 

Before  our  time  we  droop  and  die 
And  leave  the  scenes  that  were  so  sad. 
Despoiled  and  fooled  and  broken  by 
The  troubles  we  have  never  had. 

— S.  E.  Kiser,  in  the  Chicago  Record-Herald . 


The  Wanderer. 

Upon  a mountain  high,  far  from  the  sea, 

I found  a shell; 

And  to  my  listening  ear  this  lonely  thing 
Ever  a song  of  ocean  seemed  to  sing — 

Ever  a tale  of  ocean  seemed  to  tell. 

How  came  this  shell  upon  the  mountain  height? 
Ah,  who  can  say 

Whether  there  dropped  by  some  too  careless  hand. 
Whether  there  cast  when  oceans  swept  the  land. 
Ere  the  Eternal  had  ordained  the  day? 

Strange,  was  it  not  ? Far  from  its  native  deep. 
One  song  it  sang: 

Sang  of  the  awful  mysteries  of  the  tide. 

Sang  of  the  storied  sea,  profound  and  wide — 
Ever  with  echoes  of  old  ocean  rang. 

And  as  the  shell  upon  the  mountain  height 
Sang  of  the  sea, 

So  do  I ever,  leagues  and  leagues  away. 

So  do  I ever,  wandering  where  I may. 

Sing,  O my  home!  Sing,  O my  home,  of  the*. 

— Eugene  Field. 
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No  difference. 

“Gimmie  a pound  uv  tea." 

“Green  or  black?” 

“It  don’t  mek  no  difference — it’s  fer  a 
blind  woman.” — Leslie's  Weekly. 


No  Trouble. 

Visitor — Do  you  have  any  difficulty  in 
getting  servants? 

Hostess — None  whatever.  We’ve  had  ten 
different  ones  in  the  last  month. — Punch. 


New  Fields. 

Juggles — Do  you  think  the  college  grad- 
uate has  a better  chance  than  he  used  to 
have? 

Waggles — Sure  thing.  Nearly  all  the 
league  nines  have  some  of  them  on  the 
team. — Judge. 


Good  Scheme  Bt — 

Diggs — Lamberton  has  a scheme  that  will 
make  him  a billionaire  if  he  can  perfect  it. 
Biggs — So?  What  is  it? 

Diggs — A plan  that  will  enable  outsiders 
to  make  money  in  Wall  street. 


Bound  to  Catch  On. 

Inventor — I should*  like  to  get  you  inter- 
ested in  my  improved  fly  paper. 

Capitalist — What  makes  you  think  it  will 
be  successful? 

Inventor — Because  each  sheet  is  got  up 
to  imitate  a bald  head. 


His  Duty. 

“Whenever  our  crowd  goes  fishing,"  said 
Guzzel,  “and  the  fellows  begin  to  think  of 
having  a drink  they  invariably  have  to 
call  upon  me.” 

“‘Get  out!"  replied  Frankley.  “You 
never  bought  a flask  in  your  life.” 

“No,  but  I always  carry  a corkscrew.” — 
Philadelphia  Press. 


Jimson  (proudly) — I never  deceive  my 
wife — I tell  her  everything. 

Bilson — Yes,  I knew  that  long  ago. 

“ Wha — how  ?” 

“She  tells  it  all  to  my  wife  and  my  wife 
tells  it  to  me.” 


Court  of  Arbitration. 

“The  reason  I can’t  get  along  with  my 
wife  is  that  she  wants  me  to  submit  all  our 
differences  to  arbitrator ” 

“To  arbitration?” 

“Yes.  She  always  wants  to  refer  dis- 
putes to  her  mother.” 


Cali  Again. 

New  Boy — Lady  wants  to  see  you,  sir. 

Fortune  Teller — Who  is  she? 

New  Boy — I don’t  know. 

Fortune  Teller — Then  follow  her  home 
and  find  out.  How  the  dickens  am  I going 
to  tell  a woman’s  fortune  if  I don’t  know 
who  she  is? 


Precarious  Living. 

Jaggles — What  do  you  think  of  the  stand 
taken  by  people  who  won’t  work  for  a 
living? 

Waggles — It’s  altogether  too  uncertain. 
Some  fellows  become  millionaires  at  it, 
while  others  starve  to  death. — Town  Topics. 


“Did  you  see  how  that  man  winked  his 
eye  when  he  came  in  ?”  asked  the  woman  in 
the  drug  store. 

“Certainly,  I did,”  replied  the  druggist; 
“that’s  a nervous  affection.  He  always 
does  that  when  he’s  frightened.” 

“What  frightened  him  when  he  came  in?” 
“Oh,  perhaps  he  was  afraid  he  wasn’t 
going  to  get  what  he  was  winking  for.” — 
Yonkers  Statesman. 
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Hiram's  Needs. 

Mr.  Tallgrass — Waal!  wa’al ! Hiram 
writes  from  college  that  he  needs  money. 
He  soaked  his  overcoat  the  other  day. 

Mrs.  Tallgrass— Why,  do  for  goodness 
sake  send  the  poor  boy  enough  to  buy  an 
umbrella. — Philadelphia  Bulletin. 


8piteful. 

O’Rourke  (who  is  being  lowered  down 
a well) — Hold  on,  Oi  want  to  come  up 
agin. 

Finnegan — An’  what  phor? 

O’Rourke — None  av  your  bizness.  If  you 
don’t  stop  littin’  me  down,  O'll  cut  the 
rope. — Labor  Journal. 


Maternal  Faith. 

“I  always  knew  you  did  Josh  an  injus- 
tice,” said  Mrs.  Corntossel.  “Some  of  the 
folks  that  was  to  town  said  he  told  ’em  he 
was  on  the  water  wagon  now.” 

“That’s  good  news.” 

‘‘Of  course  it  is.  It  shows  the  boy  ain’t 
afraid  of  work.  If  he  can’t  find  anything 
else  to  do,  he’ll  drive  a sprinkling  cart.” — 
W ashing  ton  Star. 


Proof  Positive. 

“Yes,  said  the  young  man,  “the  girl  I am 
engaged  to  is  an  angel.” 

“Oh,  sure,”  sneered  the  scanty-haired 
man  who  had  been  up  against  the  matri- 
monial game  for  many  years.  “That’s  what 
they  all  say.” 

“But  she  is,  all  right,”  continued  the 
smitten  youth.  “Even  mother  says  she  is 
too  good  for  me.” 


His  Great  Head. 

Farmer  Honk — I s’pose  your  nephew  has 
been  a great  help  to  you  since  he  graduated 
from  the  academy? 

Farmer  Bentover — Well,  no — not  so’s  you 
could  notice  it.  You  see,  he’s  been  so  busy 
figgerin’  on  a plan  for  interesting  capital 
in  a scheme  to  build  a railroad  from  Hud- 
son Bay  to  Paraguay,  and  make  the  ever- 
lastin’  fortunes  of  everybody  connected 
with  it.  by  shippin’  broken  icebergs  to  Para- 


guay, where  they  don’t  have  ice,  and  car- 
ryin’  back  pampas  plumes  to  Hudson  Bay 
— it’s  kept  him  so  steadily  engaged,  in  fact, 
that  he  hain’t  had  no  time  to  do  anything 
else  but  eat — Puck. 


The  Umbrella. 

A man  went  into  a hotel  and  left  his  um- 
brella in  the  stand,  with  a card  bearing  this 
inscription  attached  to  it: 

“This  umbrella  belongs  to  a man  who 
can  deal  a blow  of  250  pounds  weight.  I 
will  be  back  in  ten  min.” 

On  returning  to  seek  his  property  he 
found  in  its  place  a card  thus  inscribed: 
“This  card  was  left  by  a man  who  can 
run  twelve  miles  an  hour.  I shall  not  re- 
turn.”— Philadelphia  Ledger. 


How  He  Got  a Straight  Tip. 

A prominent  New  York  broker  tells  the 
following  story  at  the  expense  of  a Phila- 
delphian: Some  time  ago  Mr.  W.  gave  a 
dinner,  and  at  it  were  several  Wall  street 
operators.  W.  is  always  on  the  lookqut 
for  market  tips.  As  a rule  he  is  rather 
cautious  in  his  habits,  but  that  night  he 
dined  a little  too  freely  and  awoke  the  next 
morning  in  a rather  muddled  condition. 
But  he  was  perfectly  clear  on  one  thing. 

Somebody  had  given  him  a tip  to  buy 
corn.  Who  gave  him  the  information  W. 
could  not  recall.  He  knew  nothing  of 
corn,  or  any  other  grain.  But  he  went 
ahead  and  operated  in  corn  with  a ven- 
geance. bought  200,000  bushels,  and  the 
price  began  to  climb.  Then  he  bought 
more.  The  shorts  got  scared,  ran  to  cover, 
and  on  the  final  jump  W.  covered  and 
cleaned  up  $80,000. 

That  night  he  hunted  up  his  guests  and 
tried  to  find  the  man  who  had  given  him 
such  valuable  advice,  but  in  vain.  W.  was 
becoming  worried.  His  coachman  drove 
him  home,  and  as  he  stepped  from  his  car- 
riage his  man  said : 

“Excuse  me,  sir,  but  did  you  order  com? 
Last  night  you  promised  to  buy  forty  bush- 
els. We’re  clean  out,  sir.” 

He  gave  the  fellow  a $1,000  bill,  saying: 
“Buy  the  corn  and  keep  the  change.” — 
Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 
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We  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  com- 
mencing our  essay  by  copying  a very  sug- 
gestive little  editorial  to  be  found  in  the 
Harper’s  Bazar  for  August  of  the  present 
year.  It  is  as  follows: 

“I  see,  too  late,”  remarked  a clever  wom- 
an the  other  day,  “that  I left  pleasure 
behind  when  I took  to  comforts.  I can  no 
longer  be  enraptured  by  scenery  and  sun- 
sets unless  I also  am  sure  of  hot  and  cold 
water  and  first-class  beds;  and  the  finest 
play  does  not  attract  me  unless  I can  get  a 
good  seat.  .1  have  to  be  comfortable  before 
I can  enjoy  myself,  and  that  is  fatal  to 
pleasure.  I enjoy  conditionally,  not  abso- 
lutely, as  I used  to,  when  I stood  three 
hours  to  hear  Irving  and  Terry,  and  went- 
home  and  was  tired  for  two  days,  and  yet 
had  no  misgivings  as  to  the  good  time  I 
had  had.  You  need  not  smile — that  was 
pleasure,  pure  and  simple,  without  condi- 
tions.” 

Here  follow  the  comments  of  the  editor: 
“She  understood  what  she  was  talking 
about.  In  this  age  of  luxury  and  careful 
comfort  joy  becomes  correspondingly  rarer. 
The  poor  have  a better  chance  of  it  than 
the  rich.  Children  enjoy  without  condi- 
tions, naturally,  but  they  can  soon  lose  the 
habit,  as  any  observer  of  the  spoiled  Amer- 
ican boy  or  girl  knows.  Many  women  make 
it  a mark  of  superiority  to  require  complete 
comfort  before  pleasure  can  be  thought  of, 
w’hereas,  the  true  superiority  is  to  demand 
nothing,  to  grasp  the  unadorned  joy  of  life. 
Insomnia  from  a crumpled  rose  leaf  may 
be  the  height  of  luxurious  refinement,  but 
it  promises  few  chances  for  happiness  in 
this  uneven  world  of  ours.  The  primal 
joys  are  all  simple,  while  the  comforts  of 
life  grow  increasingly  complex  as  civiliza- 
tion advances.  The  modern  housewife 
tends  especially  to  luxury  and  comfort  in 


the  home;  and  that  the  result  is  not  joy, 
but  a discontented  craving  for  more  lux- 
uries still,  is  known  to  her  by  sad  experi- 
ence. The  gospel  of  the  simple  life  is 
what  many  American  households  need — 
not  to  be  made  more  luxurious,  but  less 
so,  that  they  may  be  made  not  less  happy, 
but  more  so.  The  child  trained  to  simple 
foods,  clothes  and  amusements  will  bring 
an  unspoiled  and  unexacting  taste  to  the 
natural  pleasures  of  life,  and  meet  its  nat- 
ural discomforts  without  complaint.  Happy 
the  mother  who  thus  gives  her  children  the 
heritage  of  an  unconditioned  joy,  whole- 
some in  its  simplicity,  and  possessing  what 
luxury  misses  in  its  very  effort  to  condi- 
tion.” 

The  comments  from  our  lady  editor  are 
no  doubt  very  significant  and  wise  within 
certain  limits.  And  so  “joy  becomes  more 
difficult  to  obtain , less  handy  in  proportion 
to  the  luxury  and  comfort  brought  by  the 
increased  complexities  of  our  advancing 
civilization.  And  modern  refinement  brings 
discontent,  a craznng  for  more  luxuries  and 
wealth.”  Such  are  some  of  the  thoughts 
of  a lady  editor  of  a monthly,  mostly  pat- 
ronized by  the  finest  madams  of  the  land. 
An  advancing  civilization  which  destroys 
the  power  of  enjoying  life,  and  gives  us  in 
exchange,  some  comforts,  some  pleasures, 
is  not  that  a civilization  which  is  advanc- 
ing in  the  wrong  way,  advancing  towards 
abyssmal  cataclysm?  Here  comes  the  light- 
hearted optimist  and  tells  you : “Each 
one  of  us  should  make  his  own  civilization 
and  learn  how  to  be  wise  in  all  his  doings, 
no  matter  how  tendencies  and  general  con- 
ditions may  vitiate  life  in  all  directions. 
We  are  here  to  overcome  the  wrong  sur- 
roundings we  may  create.”  The  so-called 
optimist  is  always  especially  careful  to  run 
away  from  the  essence  of  things.  The 

idea  that  we  all,  put  together,  grouped  in 
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nations,  should  establish  a civilization 
saturated  with  temptations,  advancing  from 
somewhere  to  nowhere,  so  that  each  one 
of  us,  separately,  may  be  able  to  overcome 
the  combined,  collective  efforts  of  all  of  us  1 
That  is  the  philosophy  of  the  nonthinking 
optimist.  It  has  always  been  so.  And  that 
kind  of  optimism  has  thus  far  been  the  rul- 
ing force  among  men.  And  what  a hash 
have  we  made  out  of  it! 

Here  we  are,  after  forty  centuries  of 
post-diluvian  civilization,  each  one  of  us 
forced  to  fight  against  every  one  of  us  in 
order  to  obtain  some  joys  in  life  through 
piles  of  wealth,  and  the  poor  beat  the 
wealthy  in  the  matter  of  a joyful  life,  and 
not  one  of  us  is  sensible  enough  to  remain 
poor  if  he  can  be  wealthy,  no  matter  at 
what  a heavy  cost  in  absence  of  real,  peace- 
ful joys.  And  the  gospel  of  the  simple 
life  is  yet  what  we  need.  And  the  forces 
of  our  own  beloved  civilization  drive  us 
away  from  that  gospel.  And  we,  collec- 
tively, stand  tooth  and  nail  by  the  civiliza- 
tion in  question.  Is  there  anything  sensi- 
ble about  that  process? 

‘‘Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  is  among 
the  prayers  we  are  told  to  pray.  And  it  is 
a collective  prayer,  too.  We  refuse 
yet  to  pray  that  collective  prayer.  We 
prefer  yet  to  collectively  pray  the 
opposite  prayer.  All  our  most  im- 

portant laws  and  standard  of  thought 
and  action  keep  saying:  “Let  us  have  a 

civilization  of  perpetual  temptations,  just 
as  many  as  possible  for  every  one  of  us, 
in  poverty,  in  wealth,  or  in  any  condition 
between."  A complex  civilization  means  a 
false  civilization.  The  truth  abhors  the 
complex.  Our  tremendous  multiplicity  of 
laws  prove  the  unnatural  absurdity  of  all 
modern  social  conditions  everywhere. 

The  next  absurdity  in  order  is  to  im- 
agine that  each  one  of  us  can  stand  alone 
and  work  out  our  individual  terrestrial  sal- 
vation or  any  other  kind  we  may  need  later 
on.  There  can  be  no  salvation,  no  man- 
hood, no  real  joy  for  any  of  us  in  foolish 
attempts  to  stand  alone.  The  very  word 
civilization  should  mean — “combined  effo  t, 
organized  thought  and  volition  for  high 
purpose  of  universal  good."  Personal, 
isolated  prayers  or  acts,  taking  in  but  the 
ego  or  but  this  or  that  group  of  individuals, 


and  forgetting  what  we  owe  to  all  men— 
that  engenders  narrow  views  of  life,  when 
the  gospel  of  simple  universal  truth  and 
joys  runs  away  from  all  of  us,  and  dark- 
ness and  complexities  of  all  kinds,  make 
our  existence  a constant  chain  of  trouble, 
and  turmoils  and  deformities. 

The  faot  is  that,  if  we  wish  to  be  honest, 
we  must  acknowledge  that  what  we  call 
education,  civilization,  religion,  the  civil  and 
political  order,  and,  on  top  of  all,  the  stupid 
industrialism  we  are  entangled  in,  each 
national  compact;  all  is  yet  under  the  com- 
plete dominion  of  the  old,  stupendous  folly 
which  attempts  to  split  man  into  two 
fragments,  giving  to  the  smaller  one,  to  the 
mere,  isolated,  personal  or  individualized 
equation,  the  right  to  forever  disagree,  to  be 
forever  at  war  with  the  larger  fragment — 
“the  social  or  citizenship  unit."  We  thus 
manage  to  prevent  the  healthy  action  of  a 
free,  honest,  spontaneous  co-operation  in 
all  the  important  activities  of  our  combined 
life.  We  thus  simply  evolve  a perpetual 
selfish  clash  of  crooked  individuals  wast- 
ing their  lives  in  the  bosom  of  crooked  na- 
tions. we  all  standing  for  crooked  govern- 
mental processes. 

Look  at  the  cosmos,  from  the  formation 
of  the  grain  of  sand  and  blade  of  grass 
up  to  that  of  planet  and  star,  all  is  there 
the  result  of  a close  co-operation  of  physi- 
cal forces.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  moral 
development  of  man  is  not  also  subject  to 
a close  co-operation  of  moral  and  ethical 
forces  ? And  yet,  fools  that  we  are,  we  act 
yet  as  if  men  were  on  earth  for  the  only 
purpose  of  trampling  upon  all  divine 
moral  and  ethical  laws,  in  all  that  apper- 
tains to  the  natural,  God-given  rights  to  all 
of  us.  Jose  Gros. 


A DISTINCTION  WITHOUT  A DIFFER- 
ENCE. 

Just  at  the  present  time  one  hears  con- 
siderable discussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
train  dispatcher,  his  exact  official  status,  and 
his  proper  relations  with  regard  to  other 
telegraph  employes,  all  of  which  gives  rise 
to  the  question,  "Is  the  dispatcher  an  of- 
ficial at  all?" 

The  difference  of  opinion  on  this  ques- 
tion seems  to  be  pretty  consistently  divided. 
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with  the  railroad  companies  on  one  side 
and  most  everybody  else  on  the  other.  For 
some  time  past  this  matter  has  been  a bone 
of  contention  between  the  railway  manage- 
ment throughout  the  country  and  the  com- 
mittees representing  the  telegraphers  on 
the  various  lines  of  road,  which  disagree- 
ment was  brought  about  by  the  efforts  of 
these  committees  to  legislate  for  the  train 
dispatchers  and  bring  them  within  the 
meaning  and  purpose  of  all  agreements 
secured.  These  efforts  are  invariably  met 
by  the  managing  officials  with  strenuous 
objections  and  an  evident  purpose  to  defeat 
any  such  move,  if  necessary,  at  the  expense 
of  other  and  valuable  concessions,  and  in 
some  cases  they  succeed  because  of  unfor- 
tunate conditions,  for  which  the  dispatch- 
ers themselves  are  responsible.  On  other 
lines,  where  their  co-operation  (member- 
ship) indicates  sufficient  interest  in  their 
own  welfare,  they  are  duly  represented  de- 
spite objections  and  material  increases  in 
salaries  secured.  In  still  other  instances, 
where  there  is  a fair  percentage  of  mem- 
bers within  their  ranks,  but  not  a majority, 
compromises  are  effected  which  secure  the 
desired  increases  in  salaries,  while  the  or- 
ganization is  deprived  of  the  credit — 
except  with  those  who  look  the  other  way 
when  the  sand  is  thrown.  This  plan  of 
“whipping  the  devil  around  the  stump”  is 
usually  confined  to  the  eastern  lines,  whose 
managers  so  mortally  dread  these  in- 
cursions in  their  “official’ * ranks,  and  are 
willing  to  concede  increases,  freedom  from 
discrimination  and  all,  just  so  we  don’t 
require  any  one  of  them  to  be  the  first  to 
make  the  break  in  the  eastern  states. 
Great  scheme. 

But  let's  get  down  to  a discussion  of  the 
question,  which,  for  convenience,  may  be 
divided  into  two  parts;  the  last  is  ad- 
vanced only  when  the  first  one  fails  to 
properly  do  the  work. 

Argument  No.  i contends  that  train  dis- 
patchers are  considered  “members  of  the 
official  corps.”  which  fact  alone  should 
bar  them  from  membership  in  a labor  or- 
ganization; that  they  are  trusted  and  con- 
fidential employes  to  whom  the  company 
often  confides  important  matters,  which 
could  not  be  the  case  if  they  were  closely 
identified  with  the  telegraphic  fraternity. 


That  such  contention  is  illogical  and 
wanting  in  accuracy,  is  patent  to  anyone 
at  all  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  aver- 
age dispatcher  and  the  conditions  that  sur- 
round him.  In  the  first  place,  his  duties 
are  laid  down  in  the  same  book  of  rules 
that  governs  trainmen,  operators  and  sec- 
tion foremen.  These  rules  tell  him  how  to 
act  under  given  conditions,  and  he  has  no 
prerogatives  of  an  official  nature  whatever. 
They  further  provide  that  a chief  dispatcher 
“will  have  immediate  charge  of  train  dis- 
patchers and  telegraph  operators,  and  see 
that  the  rules  pertaining  to  their  service 
are  understood  and  observed  by  them.” 
thus  placing  the  operator  and  dispatcher 
together  in  the  same  sentence  and  in  ex- 
actly the  same  connection.  This,  together 
with  the  frequency  with  which  they  are 
“hauled  over  the  coals”  for  this  thing  and 
that,  is  rather  inconsistent  with  the  popu- 
lar idea  of  official  dignity.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  he  takes  his  position  at  the  key 
and  hammers  away  in  a beaten  path  until 
the  end  of  his  trick,  after  which  he  picks 
up  his  lunch  box  and  goes  off  home  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  any  other  em- 
ploye. If  on  the  way  he  chances  to  meet 
an  official,  he  is  greeted  with  rather  distant 
courtesy,  tinged,  perhaps,  with  proper 
austereness,  or,  if  it  happens  to  be  one  of 
the  first  water  (the  “old  man,”  perhaps), 
then  a more  gracious  salutation  may  be 
expected.  The  train  dispatcher  is  not 
allowed  to  use  his  own  name  in  any  official 
capacity  whatsoever,  and  it  appears  only  on 
train  orders  (issued  direct  from  his  office) 
in  the  place  provided  for  the  operator’s 
signature,  and  he  signs  the  pay  roll  in  just 
the  same  manner  as  the  section  foreman, 
when  he  gets  his  “dough,”  and  he  is  dis- 
ciplined for  infractions  of  the  rules  in 
precisely  the  same  way.  As  one  of  them 
expressed  it,  wdien  discussing  the  matter, 
he  “felt  much  more  like  an  official,  and 
enjoyed  more  freedom,  while  holding  down 
his  ‘OS’  job,”  than  at  any  time  since  filling 
his  present  exalted  position.  And  as  far  as 
the  weighty  secrets  were  concerned,  he 
was  absent,  he  supposed,  when  they  were 
passed  around,  or  perhaps  it  was  due  to  the 
absence  of  anything  like  a strike  since  his 
“official  incumbency” 
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Argument  No.  2 is  to  the  effect  that  to 
allow  the  train  dispatchers  to  fraternize 
with  the  telegraphers  on  the  line  would 
demoralize,  if  not  destroy,  proper  discipline 
in  this  department,  and  that  they  might 
connive  with  each  other  in  concealing  any 
infractions  of  the  rules  that  might  occur, 
and  thus  invite  a general  laxity  of  disci- 
pline in  this  department. 

This  same  theory  was  once  advanced  in 
regard  to  telegraphers  on  the  line  only,  but 
it  was  long  since  disproved  by  actual  ex- 
perience and  common  sense.  It  is  as 
ridiculous  as  it  is  unjust  to  assume  that 
dispatchers  and  other  telegraphers  can  not 
be  honest  in  their  relations  with  their  em- 
ployers unless  they  are  at  daggers  points 
with  one  another,  and  as  an  argument  it 
falls  flat.  There  was  a time  when  the  dis- 
patcher was  considered  something  of  an 
autocrat,  and  not  without  reason;  but  as 
these  pass  out  of  the  service  their  places 
are  taken  by  men  who  know  something  of 
the  brotherhood  of  man,  as  applied  to  their 
craft,  and  things  are  different.  The  busi- 
ness is  handled  without  friction  and  with- 
out "fear  and  trembling”  on  the  part  of 
anyone.  Instead  of  demoralizing  the  ser- 
vice, the  closer  relations  that  are  being 
gradually  effected  between  dispatchers,  and 
operators  is  resulting  in  better  service,  be- 
sides establishing  as  esprit  du  corps  so 
much  to  be  desired  in  any  department  of 
the  service.  General  good  feeling  prevails, 
and  the  dispatcher  shows  a disposition  to 
accommodate  the  boys  in  the  matter  of 
going  to  meals,  trading  off,  etc.,  while  they 
in  turn  show  proper  appreciation  by  giving 
closer  attention  to  the  wires,  cheerfully 
doing  extra  stunts  when  called  upon,  and 
often  volunteering  information  that  greatly 
assists  the  dispatcher  in  the  movement  of 
his  train.  In  fact,  they  come  to  take  a 
personal  interest  in  such  movements  and 
feel  a distinct  satisfaction  whenever  a close 
meet  is  effected  or  a good  run  is  made. 
The  fact  seems  to  be  pretty  well  established 
that  the  best  service  obtains  on  the  best 
organized  roads,  and  the  railway  com- 
panies themselves  recognize  the  fact.  The 
most  demoralized  telegraph  service  in  this 
country  may  at  present  be  found  on  a 
noted  scab  route,  whose  arbitrary  and 
unjust  management  invited  and  suffered  a 


strike  several  years  since.  So  truly  is  this 
a fact  that  the  same  management  later  sent 
an  invitation  to  the  head  of  our  Order  to 
come  and  organize  his  road.  The  invita- 
tion has  not  as  yet  been  accepted,  and  the 
road  referred  to  is  the  recognized  home 
of  the  traitorous  and  unreliable  scab  tele- 
grapher of  Amer 

The  train  dispatcher  represents  the  acme 
of  skill  in  the  telegraphic  profession, 'and 
while  this  fact  alone  operates  to  keep  his 
salary  upon  a fairly  equitable  basis,  it  is 
equally  true  that  his  present  compensation 
is  incommensurate  with  the  high  class  of 
service  and  the  enormous  responsibility  the 
position  entails. 

Efforts  have  been  made  at  various  times 
in  the  past  to  bring  the  train  dispatchers 
together  in  an  organization  of  their  own, 
but  for  some  reason  all  such  efforts 
amounted  to  little  and  came  to  naught  It 
is  very  probable  that  these  efforts  were 
beneficial  to  the  dispatchers  in  so  far  as 
they  went,  but  the  movement  never  de- 
veloped the  necessary  strength  to  attract 
much  attention  as  an  organization,  or  de- 
mand recognition  at  the  hands  of  the  em- 
ploying powers. 

From  a purely  logical  standpoint,  the 
home  of  the  train  dispatcher,  fraternally 
speaking,  is  in  The  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers.  This  fact  evolves  from  the 
conditions  that  surround  and  attend  him 
before  he  reaches  the  dispatcher’s  chair; 
as  an  operator  on  the  line  he  learns  the  les- 
son of  unionism  in  its  ranks,  reaps  its 
advantages  and  feels  its  fraternal  influ- 
ences. It  is  therefore  natural  that  he  should 
desire  to  remain  within  its  ranks,  notwith- 
standing his  advancement. 

We  need  the  train  dispatchers  and  they 
need  us.  Divided  we  stand  in  doubtful 
relation  and  uncertain  purpose;  united,  we 
become  powerful  allies  and  masters  of 
tremendous  possibilities. 

N.  N.  Dubbew. 


AGITATES  BOND  REFORM. 

There  are  to-day  on  every  road  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  I presume,  corn- 
pent  telegraphers  who  do  the  brass  pounding 
for  some  incompetent  agent  who  is  reaping 
the  harvest  justly  due  the  telegrapher,  and 
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possibly  for  an  agent  who  does  not  know 
the  Morse  alphabet. 

Why? 

Because  some  imposition  has  been  used 
used  by  either  the  railroad  or  surety  com- 
pany which  prevents  giving  bond  with  one 
particular  surety  company  with  which  the 
railroad  company  has  an  agreement,  ne  ther 
are  they  allowed  the  privilege  of  giving  an 
indemnity  bond,  but  when  turned  down  by 
the  company  must  get  gracefully  down 
and  out,  and  without  any  ceremony,  not 
even  allowed  an  investigation  as  to  why 
the  application  was  rejected. 

This  matter  of  bonding  is,  I think, 
worthy  of  thorough  consideration  by  all 
telegraphers,  and  the  proper  remedy  should 
be  at  once  applied. 

I fully  agree  with  Cert.  9,898,  in  July 
Journal.  We  are,  I think,  financially 
able,  and  should  do  our  own  bonding,  which 
would  not  only  assure  fairness  to  all 
telegraphers  alike,  but  would  help  our 
treasury  and  put  us  in  position  to  afford 
protection  to  the  great  number  of  worthy 
men  who  are  daily  being  succeeded  by  some 
inferior,  who  would  otherwise  be  idle  had 
we  the  protection  we  deserve.  Let  us  not 
drop  this  most  important  question,  but  pick 
it  up  Brothers,  giving  your  views,  and  keep 
the  ball  rolling.  Do  not  stop  until  we  are 
successful  in  bringing  about  the  desired 
results.  Cert.  1093. 


A.  FEW  POINT8  A TELEGRAPHER 
SHOULD  OBSERVE. 

All  telegraphers  who  desire  to  make  a 
success  should  give  their  attention  to  a 
good  many  “little’1  things  that  on  a num- 
ber of  occasions  go  unobserved.  They 
should  give  their  particular  attention  to  the 
adjustment  of  their  instruments  and  condi- 
tion of  their  switch-board,  thereby  making 
themselves  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
various  ways  of  patching.  From  long  ob- 
servation I find  there  are  not  more  than 
half  of  the  line,  or  “OS”  men,  and  not  a 
few  “relay”  men,  who  not  only  know  noth- 
ing about  a board,  but  never  take  any  in- 
terest in  learning.  Without  their  aid  the 
“testing"  office  is  unable  to  successfully 
trace  any  wire  trouble  that  every  line  is 
troubled  with  more  or  less., 


A few  hints,  I think,  in  regard  to  wire 
testing  will  be  of  some  help  to  the  “OS” 
men,  and  also  a few  relay  men.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  “throw  down”  the  aver- 
age telegrapher  or  make  it  appear  that  they, 
as  a rule,  know  nothing,  but  it  is  meant  for 
the  good  of  some  of  the  younger  ones  who 
know  it  all  long  before  we  old  timers  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  takes  years  to  make' 
a first-class,  all-around  telegrapher. 

To  begin  with,  the  telegrapher  should  see 
that  all  connections  are  carefully  made,  all 
binding  posts  tight  and  all  plugs  securely 
placed  and  in  the  proper  place  in  the  boards. 
They  should  know  how  to  promptly  make 
any  ordinary  patch,  and  know  how  to 
properly  test  the  office  for  a cross,  opening 
or  ground.  The  ground  should  never  be 
used  unless  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the 
testing  office. 

The  practice  of  using  the  ground  to  get 
off  your  business  should  never  be  indulged 
in  except  with  authority  from  the  one  who 
has  the  power  to  give  it.  Many  cases  of 
wire  trouble  are  caused  by  the  thoughtless- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  telegrapher,  who 
would  know  better  if  he  stopped  to  think 
about  it.  Oil  cloth  put  under  the  keys  will 
sooner  or  later  cause  a cross  or  an  escape, 
and ‘when  put  on  a table  should  always  be 
cut  half  an  inch  from  the  keys.  The  care- 
less habit  of  slinging  ink  will  often  cause 
a cross,  and  will  burn  out  a key  should  a 
drop  fall  just  below  the  points.  Pens, 
styluses  with  metal  ferrules,  etc.,  should  be 
kept  away  from  the  keys  at  all  times.  In- 
struments should  be  kept  dry,  switch  boards 
especially,  should  one  become  wet  from  a 
leaky  roof,  or  any  cause,  the  lightning  ar- 
rester at  top  of  board  should  be  immedi- 
ately removed  and  the  testing  office  notified. 
If  a wire  opens  for  a few  minutes  they 
should  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  is  the  office,  and  should 
the  opening  be  found  it  should  be  closed  at 
once,  if  possible,  or  the  testing  office  no- 
tified. 

During  heavy  thunder  storms  a wire  is 
often  grounded  by  the  burning  of  a black 
spot  or  welding  together  of  the  ground 
strap  of  lightning  arrester,  and  one  of 
more  of  the  vertical  straps.  To  clear  a 
ground  of  this  kind,  the  lightning  arrester 
should  be  taken  off  and  well  cleaned  by 
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scraping.  Should  there  be  more  than  one 
wire  grounded  in  this  manner  it  will  also 
cause  a cross  of  two  or  more  wires. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  ground 
occurs  in  the  instrument  wires,  and  to  test 
this,  cut  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  board 
and  remove  the  instrument  plugs.  This 
test  should  be  made  in  every  instance  where 
the  removing  of  a lightning  arrester  fails 
to  clear  the  wire.  Should  a wire  be  found 
open  between  two  stations,  the  following 
method  should  be  followed:  If  a patch  is 
unnecessary  the  office  just  north  and  just 
south  of  the  break  should  be  instructed  to 
ground  the  wire  just  north  and  just  south 
of  the  break,  which  would  give  a wire  from 
both  directions  to  the  station  on  each  side 
of  the  break,  though  it  could  not  be  worked 
through.  Occasional  tests  should  be  made 
by  each  office  where  the  ground  is  on  by 
merely  moving  the  ground  plug  for  a sec- 
ond; if  it  opens  the  wire,  the  trouble  is  still 
in ; if  the  wire  remains  closed  it  indicates 
the  trouble  is  clear,  and  the  testing  office 
should  be  notified  at  once.  He  should  then 
have  both  ground  plugs  removed  and  the 
wire  cleared. 

If  a patch  is  necessary,  then  a double 
patch  should  be  made  in  the  same  office. 
Assuming  No.  5 is  the  wire  open,  and  it  is 
desired  to  patch  it  with  No.  3 in  the  office 
north  of  the  trouble.  Instructions  should 
be  as  follows : Put  No.  5 north  to  No.  3 

south  on  the  one  set  of  instruments,  and 
No.  5 south  to  No.  3 north  on  another  set; 
then  put  the  ground  plug  on  No.  5 south. 
This  office  can  then  work  north  on  No.  3 
wire.  The  office  just  south  of  the  trouble 
should  then  be  instructed  to  ground  No.  5 
north.  This  office  can  then  work  south  on 
No  5 wire. 

When  a wire  is  located  grounded  be- 
tween two  stations,  and  a patch  is  unneces- 
sary, nothing  needs  to  be  done  with  the 
board  in  any  of  the  offices.  There  are  no 
offices  cut  out  of  the  wire,  and  the  moment 
the  trouble  is  cleared  offices  north  of  the 
trouble  can  hear  offices  south  working,  or 
vice  versa.  If,  however,  a patch  is  neces- 
sary, then  a double  patch  should  be  made 
in  the  same  office.  As  the  ground  is  be- 
tween stations  there  are  no  offices  cut  out  of 
the  wire,  although  they  can  not  work 
through  one  of  the  patched  wires. 


Should  a cross  be  located  between  sta- 
tions, one  of  the  wires  must  be  thrown  out 
to  clear  the  other,  and  the  station  just  north 
of  the  trouble  should  be  instructed  to 
ground  the  wire  to  be  thrown  out  south, 
and  take  the  wire  out  of  the  binding  post 
just  above  the  ground  plug.  This  leaves 
the  south  end  open  and  permits  him  to 
work  north  on  the  wire.  The  office  just 
south  of  the  trouble  should  then  be  in- 
structed to  ground  the  wire  north,  and  take 
out  the  wire  as  above.  This  leaves  the 
north  end  open  and  enables  him  to  work 
south  on  the  wire.  Tests  should  be  oc- 
casionally made  by  one  of  these  offices 
touching  the  loose  end  of  the  wire  prev- 
iously taken  out  of  the  post  at  top  of  board 
to  the  binding  post.  If  the  cross  is  out,  it 
will  not  interfere  with  the  other  wire;  if 
not.  it  will  ground  the  other  wire. 

When  instructing  line  telegraphers  to 
make  patches  * or  changes  in  the  board,  it 
should  be  given  them  in  the  form  of  a mes- 
sage. which  will  give  him  a better  chance 
to  understand  what  is  wanted. 

Some  points  on  electricity  that  will  not 
go  amiss:  An  electric  circuit  is  a patch 

composed  of  one  or  more  conductors  joined 
together,  through  which  an  electric  current 
may  flow  from  a given  point  through  the 
conducting  substances,  and  back  again  to 
its  starting  point.  The  internal  circuit  is 
that  part  of  a circuit  which  lies  within  the 
apparatus  generating  the  electric  pressure. 
The  external  circuit  is  that  part  of  a cir- 
cuit which  lies  outside  the  generating  ap- 
paratus. To  illustrate:  Assume  a simple 

circuit,  composed  of  a jar  of  gravity  bat- 
tery, the  current  from  which  flows  through 
the  sounder,  and  which  circuit  the  arma- 
ture of  the  relay  opens  and  closes  in  unison 
with  the  sounder.  The  current  starts  at 
the  zinc  (which  is  the  element  consumed) 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  jar,  flows  through 
the  solution  to  the  copper.  Then  from  the 
copper  through  the  connecting  wire  to  the 
circuit.  Then  from  the  copper  through  the 
connecting  wire  to  the  sounder,  through  its 
coils  to  the  armature  of  the  relay  and  back 
through  another  wire  to  the  zinc,  its  start- 
ing point.  The  balance  of  the  circuit,  ex- 
cept that  within  the  jar  itself,  is  the  ex- 
ternal circuit. 
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A volt  is  the  unit  of  electrical  pressure, 
the  same  as  the  pound  is  the  unit  of  pres- 
sure used  when  working  with  steam  or 
water  power.  The  ordinary  cell  of  gravity 
battery  has  the  pressure  of  practically  one 
volt  An  ohm  is  the  unit  of  electrical  re- 
sistance, and  may  be  compared  when  work- 
ing with  steam  or  water  power  to  the  fric- 
tion or  resistance  which  a pipe  offers  to  the 
water  or  steam.  A small  pipe  offers  more 
resistance  than  a large  one.  So  also  a 
small  copper  wire  offers  more  resistance 
than  a large  one.  A copper  wire  i-ioo 
inches  in  diameter  and  io  feet  long  has  a 
resistance  of  one  ohm.  Such  a wire  is 
called  a Brown  and  Sharp  No.  30  gauge. 
An  ampere  is  the  unit  of  electrical  quantity, 
the  same  as  the  gallon  is  used  in  measuring 
water.  As  electricity  is  invisible,  it  is 
known  to  exist  by  virtue  of  the  effect  it 
produces.  The  unit  of  current  is  that 
amount  which  will  flow  when  unit  pressure 
is  exerted  against  unit  resistance,  viz : One 
volt,  flowing  through  one  ohm  resistance 
produces  a current  of  one  ampere.  Ohms 
law  and  its  three  expressions — the  relation 
which  exist  between  the  electrical  pressure, 
resistance  and  current  was  discovered  by 
Dr.  G.  S.  Ohm,  and  by  its  aid  nearly  all 
problems  dealing  with  direct  current  may 
be  calculated.  It  may  be  expressed  in  three 
different  ways,  namely,  amperes  equals 
the  volts  divided  by  resistance  (ohms). 
Resistance  (omhs)  equals  the  volts  di- 
vided by  amperes.  Volts  equals  the  am- 
peres multiplied  by  resistance  (ohms). 

The  tools  used  by  telegraphers  on  an 
ordinary  telegraph  line  are  simply  the  key, 
sounder  and  the  relay.  What  is  the  key? 
It  is  simply  a circuit  breaker  or  sending 
apparatus.  The  relay  and  sounder  or  re- 
ceiving apparatus  is  based  on  the  principal 
of  an  electro-magnet  An  electro-magnet 
is  a soft  bar  of  iron,  or  rather  a bar  of  soft 
iron  surrounded  by  a coil  of  insulated  wire. 
It  has  the  property  of  becoming  magnetized 
whenever  a current  of  electrity  flows 
through  the  wire,  and  when  magnetic,  will, 
of  course,  attract  pieces  of  iron  and  steel. 
It  loses  this  property  when  the  current 
ceases. 

To  determine  the  polarity  of  an  electro- 
magnet: When  magnetized,  one  end  of  the 
bar  is  called  the  north  pole,  and  the  other 


the  south  pole;  the  polarity  depending  on 
the  direction  the  current  flows  around  the 
bar.  The  strength  of  an  electro-magnet  de- 
pends on  the  quality  of  iron  used  in  its 
core,  the  number  of  turns  of  insulated  wire 
wound  upon  it,  and  the  quantity  (amperes) 
of  current  which  flows  through  its  circuit. 
Soft  iron  is  essential,  for  unless  the  iron 
is  very  soft,  it  will  not  lose  its  magnetism 
when  the  current  ceases  to  flow.  A steel 
bar  can  not  be  used  for  the  core  for  the 
reason  that  it  does  not  lose  its  magnetism 
after  it  is  once  imparted  to  it,  unless  sub- 
ject to  heat  or  rough  handling.  The  ordi- 
nary 150  ohm  relay  is  an  electro-magnet  of 
the  horseshoe  type.  Each  spool,  or  core,  is 
wound  with  about  750  feet  No.  30  B.  & S. 
gauge  copper  wire  covered  with  silk,  and 
contains  4,320  turns,  and  as  they  are  con- 
nected in  series  on  a telegraph  line,  it 
forces  the  entire  current  on  the  wire  to  go 
through  1,500  feet  of  Very  fine  wire  and 
circulate  8,640  times  around  the  core  be- 
fore it  passes  to  the  next  station.  The  cur- 
rent on  a telegraph  line  is  very  small,  being 
about  1-40  of  an  ampere,  but  as  this  amount 
flows  around  the  relay  8,640  times,  its  mag- 
netising effect  is  the  same  as  if  one  ampere 
circulated  i-40th  that  number  of  times,  or  is 
equivalent  to  216  ampere  turns,  viz:  Am- 
peres times  the  turns. 

Relays  will,  at  times,  become  sticky,  and 
nearly  all  telegraphers  know  that  if  the 
armature  of  the  relay  touches  the  pole 
pieces  it  will  not  release  or  open  the  circuit 
when  the  line  is  open.  This  is  due  to  re- 
sidual magnetism.  (See  fourth  paragraph). 
Frequently  rust  will  accumulate  over  the 
pole  piece  or  an  armature,  and  as  it  is  also 
magnetic  it  will  bridge  over  and  stick. 
Therefore  care  should  be  taken  to  see  that 
the  armature  does  not  get  rusted  and  touch 
the  pole  piece.  The  magnets  should  never 
be  any  closer  than  the  thickness  of  two  or 
three  pieces  of  common  telegraph  clip.  The 
proper  adjustment  of  the  relay  is: 

1.  See  tha  the  armature  does  not  bind 
on  its  pivot,  and  has  no  side  play. 

2.  See  that  it  has  a light  tension  on  the 
armature  with  the  spring. 

3.  See  that  it  is  the  same  distance  from 
each  pole. 

4.  Pull  magnets  back  as  far  as  possible 
without  opening  local  circuit  or  make  arma- 
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ture  too  slow  to  respond  promptly.  Adjust- 
ing with  a tight  spring  decreases  the  sen- 
sitiveness and  generally  ruins  the  spring. 
During  wet  weather  offices  near  the  bat- 
tery office  should  pull  their  magnets  back 
a quarter  of  an  inch  or  more,  while  offices 
in  the  middle  of  the  line  should  leave  mag- 
nets closer  to  the  poles,  to  prevent  break- 
ing. This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a great 
portion  of  the  current  escapes  through  the 
insulators,  wet  poles,  etc.,  and  does  not 
reach  the  middle  of  the  line. 

I would  be  glad  to  hear  from  other 
Brother  on  this  subject,  as  anything  new  in 
the  patching  or  testing  line  will  be  appreci- 
ated. Would  also  like  to  hear  from  some 
one  in  regard  to  Quad.  E.  M.  H. 


HOW  WE  8TAND  WITH  THE  PUBLIC. 

While  riding  smoothly  along  in  one  of 
the  luxurious  Pullmans  that  travel  the 
Pennsylvania  railway,  I became  acquainted 
with  a very  prominent  business  man  of  the 
Smoky  City,  and  as  the  conversation  drifted 
from  one  living  topic  to  another  the  sub- 
ject of  Union  Labor  quite  naturally  arose. 
I believe  it  was  the  deplorable  condition  in. 
Colorado  that  brought  it  to  our  minds.  We 
mentioned  different  occurrences  regarding 
the  conditions  of  labor,  etc.,  whereupon  my 
companion  said  : “Well,  there  are  two  lab^r 
organizations  that  are  very  well  thought 
of  and  conduct  themselves  in  such  a manner 
that  they  command  the  respect  of  everyone, 
they  are  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers  and  the  Order  of  Railroad  Tele- 
graphers.” You  could  have  knocked  me 
off  my  seat  with  a feather.  I turned  and 
looked  at  him  squarely  to  see  if  he  was 
really  sincere,  and  he  certainly  was.  I had 
not  mentioned  the  fact  that  I had  a card 
in  my  pocket  which  showed  I was  an  O.  R. 
T.  man  in  good  standing  for  many  years, 
having  joined  in  1888  at  Holdredge,  Neb., 
while  doing  the  Owl  act  for  the  B.  and  M. 
I thought  to  myself,  God  be  praised.  At 
last  we  are  where  we  should  be,  securely 
placed  in  the  minds  of  the  outside  public; 
that  we  are  an  organization,  and  that  we 
are  respectable — not  conservative — for  I do 
not  like  that  word. 

I have  many  times  been  ashamed  to  own 
that  I was  a telegrapher,  and  I believe  also 


that  I have  made  every  one  else  ashamed 
that  I was.  But  here  is  a busy  man  of 
affairs,  and  still  he  is  familiar  with  what 
is  going  on  in  all  walks  of  life,  enough  so 
that  he  is  aware  who  and  what  are  the 
best  in  a labor  organization. 

And  so  it  is.  We  are  a very  strong  or- 
ganization, and  we  are  sure  to  be  stronger. 
Why?  Because  every  member  has  con- 
stituted himself  a committee  of  one  to  do 
organizing.  It  is  well  for  us  to  always 
bear  in  mind  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  high 
private  in  the  ranks  there  would  be  no  oc- 
casion for  officers,  nor  would  there  be  any 
organization.  Remembering  this,  we  will 
realize  more  the  duty  that  is  pointed  out 
to  us  and  redouble  our  efforts. 

Peacefully  try  to  get  the  non  in  where 
peace  will  prevail,  but  use  hot  shot  where 
hot  shot  will  tell.  Give  them  a chance 
under  the  flag  of  truce,  then  give  them  all 
that  is  coming  to  them.  Good  for  evil,  I 
suppose,  is  absolutely  Christian  like,  but  it 
will  not  have  any  effect  upon  a recalcitrant 
telegrapher. 

We  are  big  enough,  strong  enough  and 
have  money  enough  to  make  almost  every 
non  in  the  country  flock  to  us.  Why 
should  we  try  and  compel  our  employer  to 
do  our  organizing  for  us?  If  we  can  not 
present  arguments  to  the  non  that  will 
appeal  to  him  and  make  him  know  that  his 
condition  needs  support  of  an  organization, 
how  can  we  expect  an  outsider  to  convert 
him? 

Get  after  them,  softly,  loudly  and  harshly, 
as  the  case  may  need,  but  get  after  them, 
and  we  will  not  have  to  ask  for  the  $75 
minimum,  it  will  come  without  the  raising 
of  a hand  or  the  spending  of  a dollar  but 
for  organizing. 

There  are  some  we  do  not  want  in  the 
organization.  We  want  them  tagged,  so 
that  we  may  know  and  read  them  as  we 
run. 

There  is  one  vital  thing  of  all  things 
that  pertains  to  our  vocation,  and  that  is 
the  student.  That  is  the  secret  of  our  suc- 
cess, nothing  more,  nothing  less.  Without 
him  we  gain  everything  we  desire  in  the 
way  of  more  money,  less  work,  shorter 
hours,  and  adjustment  of  duties  that  have 
always  been  unjust  and  irksome  to  us  all. 

Robert  Emmett. 
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EDUCATE  THE  PUBLIC. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  it  would 
be  a very  good  thing,  when  we  make  a 
demand  for  the  treatment  and  salary  we 
are  entitled  to,  to  have  the  sympathy  and 
good  will  of  the  general  public  with  us? 

I will  venture  to  say  that  on  an  average 
not  one  person  in  a hundred  has  any  idea 
of  the  responsibility  a telegrapher  is  sub- 
ject to.  If  they  did  they  would  hardly  be- 
live  that  men  with  sufficient  gray  matter 
to  do  this  work  would  submit  to  the  treat- 
ment which  we  put  up  with  or  work  for  the 
salary  we  do.  If  the  true  condition  of 
affairs  could  be  brought  to  their  notice,  I 
think  our  chances  of  winning  out  when  we 
go  to  the  managements  in  a body  to  de- 
mand our  just  deserts,  would  be  much 
better  than  at  present. 

You  all  know  that  if,  for  instance,  we 
went  up  for  the  $75.00  minimum  now, 
that  the  railroad  companies  would  make  a 
grandstand  play  and  spread  it  far  and  wide 
that  we  wanted  (in  many  cases)  100  per 
cent  increase,  though  they  would  take  good 
care  not  to  mention  what  even  that  per 
cent  raise  would  bring  the  salaries  up  to, 
and,  of  course,  the  general  public  would  get 
the  idea  that  we  are  an  unreasonable  lot  of 
freaks. 

But,  if  previous  to  making  any  such  de- 
mands we  would  give  the  public  a syste- 
matic course  of  education,  so  to  speak,  in 
regard  to  the  working  conditions  and  salary 
of  the  average  telegrapher,  then,  instead  of 
thinking  our  demands  unreasonable,  they 
would  be  considered  very  modest  indeed. 

I would  suggest  that  Bro.  Quick  give  us 
a good  write-up,  covering  in  detail  the 
work,  responsibility,  hours,  etc.,  and  the 
salary  that  we  receive  for  the  same,  and 
that  a copy  of  this  be  sent  to  each  local 
chairman  for  publication  in  some  prominent 
paper  in  each  locality.  They  will  be  glad 
to  print  it  free  of  charge  to  fill  up  space. 
In  this  way.  getting  it  simultaneously  be 
fore  the  public  all  over  the  country,  in 
much  the  way  that  “Sunny  Jim”  made  his 
appearance.  Have  this  done  occasionally 
for.  say,  six  months,  or  even  longer,  and  I 
believe  we  would  have  public  sentiment 
very  much  in  our  favor. 

In  this  same  article,  the  advisability  of 
telegraphers  being  required  to  pass  a thor- 


ough state  examination,  and  procuring  a 
license  could  be  shown,  and  there  would 
be  some  prospect  of  our  getting  such  a law 
passed,  as  the  traveling  public  think  too 
much  of  their  hides  to  ignore  helping  us  do 
this  if  they  really  understood  the  situation. 

Cert.  38. 


SECOND8  THE  MOTION. 


The  article  in  the  July  Telegrapher, 
signed  Wanderer,  appeals  to  me  as  the  cor- 
rect thing.  I will  do  everything  in  my 
power  (and  there’s  several  thousand  more 
like  me).  This  is  election  year,  and  the 
plutocrats  and  boodlers  don’t  want  anything 
like  this  coming  up  just  at  this  stage  of  the 
game.  After  taking  an  inventory,  so  to 
speak,  of  our  power  by  getting  the  pledge 
from  as  many  telegraphers  as  possible,  as 
suggested  by  our  Wandering  Bro..  if  we 
find  we  are  weak,  then  we  could  drop  the 
thing  as  a bad  job. 

I am  no  dynamiter,  talking  to  hear  his 
head  rattle,  neither  am  I unloyal  to  my  em- 
ployer. A more  obedient  slave  never 
pounded  brass  all  night  in  a mosquito 
swamp,  and  I fully  realize  what  a strike 
means.  Went  through  one  on  the  Santa 
Fe,  and  it  was  simply  torture  to  a man, 
who  had  the  cause  of  unionism  at  heart, 
while  it  lasted. 


I would  like  to  say  in  regard  to  those 
who  are  married,  and  who  will  say  that 
they  can’t  strike  on  account  of  their  fam- 
ilies, that  I am  also  married,  and  have  a 
family  which  I love;  and  its  for  their  in- 
terest that  I heartily  indorse  Bro.  Wander- 
er’s idea.  As  far  as  a man  being  poor  is 
concerned,  I am  sure  I am  as  poor  as  any 
man  on  earth,  and  I can  truly  say  that  such 
telegraphers  as  myself  will  do  to  rely  upon. 

All  telegraphers,  nons  and  members,  who 
possess  the  stamina,  will  support  us  now 
just  as  much  as  they  will  ten  years  hence. 
I will  also  say  in  regard  to  the  blacklist, 
in  case  we  lose,  that  they  can  not  blacklist 
us,  as  they  did  on  the  Santa  Fe  in  1900. 
There  will  be  too  many  of  us;  besides  we 
will  not  lose  our  jobs,  as  the  task  of  re- 
lieving all  of  us  will  be  too  great.  The 
whole  size  of  it  we  would  win  in  a walk 
Cert.  225,  Div.  53. 
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THE  BOND  EVIL. 

1 borrow  the  title  which  Bro.  Certificate 
9898  applied  to  his  article  in  the  July 
Telegrapher,  as  I feel  that  a more  appro- 
priate heading  could  not  be  given  this  sub^ 
ject. 

Let  a type-setter,  in  preparing  a printed 
page,  leave  out  the  letter  “E,”  where  it  oc- 
curs. Let  the  musician,  in  rendering  a 
selection,  omit  a stated  note  each  time  it 
should  be  struck.  In  so  doing,  I do  not 
believe  the  harmony  would  be  affected  more 
than  would  a schedule  full  of  good  clauses 
be  affected  by  leaving  out  the  provisions 
for  bond. 

How  many  good  O.  R.  T.  men  are  to-day 
unable  to  obtain  employment  at  their  trade 
because  the  adopted  bond  company  will  not 
accept  them  for  bond?  How  many  of 
these  men  could  fill  a first-class  personal 
bond  for  ten  times  the  amount  required 
by  the  railroad  companies? 

Is  there  a case  on  record  where  a bond 
company  has  ever  investigated  the  state- 
ments turned  over  to  them  by  the  railroad 
companies?  There  is  not.  The  only  inves- 
tigation that  ever  results  from  railroad 
companies  turning  a man  over  to  the  bond 
company,  is  where  the  bond  company  is 
compelled  to  pay  the  amount  claimed,  and 
then  investigating  as  to  the  best  course  to 
pursue  in  re-collecting  the  amount  from 
the  bonded  employe.  It  is  often  the  case 
that  a man  will  seemingly  disqualify  him- 
self for  bond,  while  at  the  same  time,  were 
the  facts  known,  the  railroad  company,  by 
acts  of  carelessness,  or  otherwise,  are  di- 
rectly responsible  for  the  irregularities 
which  may  occur. 

In  a case  like  this,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  have  some  method  by  which  a check 
could  be  held  on  the  bond  company,  suf- 
ficient force  them  to  investigate  these 
matters?  If  this  could  be  done,  I am  sure 
that  there  would  be  fewer  men  today  whom 
the  bond  companies  would  not  accept. 

Right  here  in  our  own  territory,  we  have 
some  examples  of  the  very  rankest  kind  of 
injustice,  which  has  been  brought  about 
by  the  bond  company. 

We  have  a man  who  was  checked  out  of 
an  agercy  to  engage  in  other  work.  A 
short  time  after  being  checked  out,  he  was 


expensed  by  the  express  company,  through 
a local  agent,  for  $7.50,  account  of  errors 
which  they  claimed  he  made.  He  had  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  the  errors  were  not 
chargeable  to  him,  and  he  deposited  the 
amount  of  the  expense  with  the  local 
agent,  and  returned  the  expense  papers  to 
the  express  company,  stating  that  he  had 
made  the  deposit  to  cover  same,  and  gave 
them  his  statements  pertaining  to  the  mat- 
ter for  their  investigation.  Wfithin  one 
week  he  received  notice  that  no  investiga- 
tion would  be  given,  and  that  he  must 
settle  same  at  once,  or  he  matter  would 
go  to  the  guarantee  company. 

Another  man  was  expensed  for  $3.00, 
after  being  checked  out,  and  returned  the 
expense  with  his  suggestions  as  to  how 
they  should  proceed  to  investigate  the  mat- 
ter. The  papers  were  returned  to  him  im- 
mediately, and  were  paid,  but  since  that 
time  he  has  been  unable  to  secure  bond 
from  the  guarantee  company,  all  from  the 
fact  that  he  requested  the  express  com- 
pany to  investigate  the  matter  on  a plan 
which  he  presented  to  them. 

Another  Brother  has  been  out  of  the 
railroad  service  for  eight  years  for  a 
cause  no  more  just,  and  at  present  is  hand- 
ling the  pay  roll  of  a corporation,  and  can 
give  a first-class  personal  bond  for  most 
any  amount. 

Such  conditions  as  these  exist  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  I think  that  we 
would  be  inaugurating  a blessing  to  the 
Brothers  when  we  make  a provision  for 
such  cases  in  our  schedules. 

Perhaps  our  financial  condition  is  not 
such  that  we  could  bond  our  Brothers  as 
a whole,  but  we  could  easily  arrange  the 
matter  in  this  way  if  the  railroad  com- 
panies would  accept  the  same. 

In  a case  where  a worthy  Brother  has 
been  refused  by  the  guarantee  company,  let 
him  fill  a personal  bond  to  the  O.  R.  T.f 
and  then  let  him  guarantee  him  to  the  rail- 
road company. 

Brothers,  think  this  matter  over;  let  ns 
have  your  views  through  The  Telegrapher, 
and  when  filling  out  your  next  information 
blanks,  add  a word  suggesting  that  our 
committee  do  something  to  remedy  the 
bond  evil.  Our  committeemen  do  not  know 
what  you  wish  unless  you  give  them  this  in- 
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formation,  so  keep  it  in  mind,  and  see  that 
it  is  put  in  next  time. 

Certificate,  i486. 


AS  WE  SEE  OUR8ELVES. 

The  problem  confronting  the  O.  R.  T., 
fraternally,  today,  is  to  devise  some  method 
of  procedure  whereby  our  present  inade- 
quate salaries  will  be  increased  and  the 
number  of  hours  decreased  without  friction 
or  discord  between  the  employed  and  the 
employer. 

The  tenacity  with  which  railroads  with- 
hold a just  compensation  to  those  of  our 
profession  is  marked,  and  reminds  one  of 
the  grasping  and  clinging  propensities  of  a 
devil  fish,  which  is  so  vividly  described  by 
Victor  Hugo  in  his  “Toilers  of  the  Sea.” 

Are  we  justified  in  using  every  legiti- 
mate means  to  improve  our  condition?  I 
reply : Most  emphatically,  yes.  Why  ? B 
cause  we  are  only  being  paid  laborer's 
wages,  whereas  the  work  performed  is  cata- 
logued as  skilled  labor  and  must  be  admitted 
as  such  by  intelligent  persons.  It  requires 
time  and  means  and  some  ability  to  become 
proficient  in  the  profession.  A great  deal 
of  care  and  good  judgment  must  be  exer- 
cised in  this  vocation,  as  it  involves  the 
lives  of  men,  women  and  children;  also 
property. 

Are  these  not  sufficient  reasons  why  a 
telegrapher  should  receive  more  salary? 
For  the  reasons  stated  above,  a boy  should 
never  have  charge  of  an  office  where  train 
orders  are  to  be  handled.  Neither  should 
a man  who  indulges  in  intoxicants  to  ex- 
cess. 

There  is  much  being  written  in  The 
Telegrapher  concerning  the  best  means  of 
improving  our  fortunes.  I am  pleased  to 
see  this  interest  manifested. 

While  I am  in  favor  always  of  pursuing 
a conservative  course  and  acting  fairly  to- 
wards our  employers,  I am  heartily  tired 
of  working  for  half  pay.  It  is  time  to 
demand  a recognition  of  our  worth  by  rais- 
ing the  pay  of  a telegrapher  from  $45.00  to 
$75.00.  Should  it  be  less  than  a brakeman 
or  flagman?  Four  months  out  of  twelve, 
on  this  line,  these  trainmen  are  paid  over 
$100.00. 


Some  of  the  Brothers  advocate  request- 
ing a small  raise  at  a time.  So  be  it;  but 
take  immediate  steps. 

One  other  matter.  ^Do  you  think  the 
traveling  public  has  any  idea  what  an  im- 
portant factor  the  telegrapher  is  in  hand- 
ling of  trains?  The  man  of  means,  rich  in 
this  world’s  goods,  comfortably  ensconsed 
in  his  private  car,  which  is  being  rapidly 
but  smoothly  drawn  over  the  steel  rails, 
pays  little  attention  to  the  8 by  10  sweat 
boxes  along  the  way,  and  is  concerned  but 
a small  degree  about  the  12-cent  an  hour 
occupant.  Does  he  realize  the  great  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  these  men?  How. 
if  in  an  unguarded  moment,  one  of  them 
should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  overlook  a 
train  order  addressed  to  this  particular 
train,  that  he,  the  man  of  wealth,  might 
be  hurled  into  eternity? 

The  idea  I wish  to  convey  is  that  persons 
in  general  have  a poor  conception  of  a 
railroad  telegrapher’s  duties,  his  tedious 
hours,  the  miserable  salary  he  receives,  etc. 
etc 

I suggest  we  write  these  facts  up  in  our 
local  newspapers;  have  a committee  wait 
upon  our  representative  in  congress ; try  to 
interest  public  opinion  in  our  behalf. 

A word  about  Sunday  rest. 

The  greed  of  gain  has  become  paramount ; 
it  has  warped  our  better  nature;  we,  like 
the  Israelites  of  old,  are  worshiping  the 
golden  calf  to  the  exclusion  of  all  that  is 
good  and  true  and  just. 

A cessation  from  toil  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, hence  God  set  apart  one  day  out  of 
every  seven  for  a day  of  rest  and  worship. 
If  we  have  no  liberty  our  moral  natures 
and  physical  bodies  will  dwindle  for  lack 
of  exercise.  We  have  almost  become  mere 
automata  working  by  rules  and  lines  laid 
down  for  us.  It  is  unnatural,  and  when  we 
disregard  nature’s  laws  we  incur  the  pen- 
alty. 

Eight  hours  work,  eight  hours  sleep  and 
eight  hours  for  recreation.  This  is  a proper 
and  just  distribution  of  time.  All  of  us 
are  too  well  aware  of  the  present  twelve- 
hour  system. 

We  are  debarred  from  all  religious  and 
social  enjoyment.  What  is  life  without 
these?  It  is  our  prerogative  to  enact 
reformation.  Why  procrastinate?  Forty 
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thousand  strong  and  determined  men.  It 
is  folly  not  to  take  a decided  stand.  Let  it 
he  done  in  the  year  1904. 

Cert.  32,  Drv.  125. 


CONDITIONS  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

I noticed  in  July  Telegrapher  a letter 
from  the  Philippines.  I was  there  in  the 
signal  corps  from  December,  1900,  to  July, 
1903,  and  have  worked  over  nearly  all  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  islands. 

The  board  is  high  and  not  very  good  at 
the  best,  $30  to  $35  per  month.  At  $65 
to  $75  per  month  wages,  it  is  no  better  than 
a $45  to  $50  job  at  $4  per  week  board  in  the 
United  States. 

Is  it  not  worth  something  to  be  placed 
at  a station  where  about  the  only  people 
you  see  are  barefoot  natives,  who  speak  a 
language  we  do  not  understand?  Why 
should  the  O.  R.  T.,  which  is  trying  to 
better  the  telegraphers,  advise  sending  men 
over  there  to  take  $65  and  $75  j >bs,  when 
men,  who  have  been  there  and  know  the 
conditions,  will  not  take  them  even  without 
a contract. 

In  1901,  when  the  signal  corps  was  re- 
duced, they  tried  to  get  telegraphers  to 
stay,  but  the  telegraphers  demanded  $150 
per  month  for  first-class  men,  who  used  a 
machine,  and  $125  for  second-class  men. 
They  would  not  give  it,  and  the  signal 
corps  men  have  struck  for  the  same  thing. 
A sergeant  in  the  signal  corps  receives 
$40.80  per  month,  board  and  clothes,  which 
is  better  than  $65  per  month. 

If  we  send  men  over  there  to  take  posi- 
tions at  $65  we  are  going  against  our  own 
principles,  and  I do  not  consider  it  the 
right  thing  to  do. 

I was  offered  a position  with  the  con- 
stabulary as  a telegrapher  at  $65  per  month, 
but  would  not  take  it,  and  came  back  and 
would  take  a $45  office  before  I would  go 
to  the  Philippines  again. 

I know  of  several  stations  where  the 
telegrapher  is  the  only  white  person  there, 
the  rest  being  constabulary  officered  by  na- 
tives, the  telegrapher  taking  orders  from 
natives,  officers  of  the  constabulary.  If  one 
of  these  offices  is  not  worth  more  than  $65 
per  month,  I am  badly  mistaken. 


As  Mr.  Phares  says:  “Is  not  a tele- 

grapher worth  as  much  as  a stenographer, 
whose  work  will  be  in  one  of  the  large 
cities,  where  they  may  associate  with  peo- 
ple of  their  own  kind?  And  does  it  take 
any  longer  to  learn  stenography  than  tele- 
graphy? I say  no;  a telegrapher  is  worth 
as  much  every  time. 

Why  not  advise  telegraphers  to  stay  away 
from  the  Philippines  until  they  are  offered 
equal  wages  with  stenographers  and  school 
teachers,  at  least? 

Many  of  the  signal  corps  men  are  Broth- 
ers. W.  A.  Harper. 


PERCENTAGE  BASI3. 

If  it  were  in  my  power  to  be  convincing, 

I would  like  to  try  and  show  the  Brothers 
the  utter  hopelessness  and  fallacy  of  the 
great  $75  minimum.  As  I have  had  the 
“wind  taken  out  of  my  sails”  in  some  past 
encounters,  it  appears  to  me  I am  certainly 
not  convincing  enough  in  my  arguments, 
but  being  somewhat  of  an  irrepressible,  and 
having  yet  a little  life,  I therefore  have 
hope  that  my  feeble  voice  may  risd  above  the 
wave  of  prejudice,  and  that  we  may  see 
some  reason  why  it  would  not  be  practical 
to  adopt,  at  this  time  or  any  other  time,  the 
$75  minimum  I cannot  see  where  said 
minimum  would  be  righting  any  of  our  re  J 
wrongs,  and  it  certainly  has  been  shown  up 
where  it  might  wrong  some  of  our  existing 
rights. 

The  proposed  minimum  would  be  an 
argument  to  adjust  all  salaries  to  the  mini- 
mum, or  at  least  there  would  be  a united 
and  mighty  effort  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployers to  pay  the  minimum  and  no  more, 
which  would  be  very  unfair  and  create  a 
widespread  dissatisfaction. 

I would  be  glad  if  I could  impress  upon 
the  majority  that  something  different  from 
the  $75  minimum  would  be  better  to  de- 
mand and  more  just  and  feasible  of  opera- 
tion. Notably,  the  percentage  basis  of  in- 
crease in  all  salaries,  with  the  proviso  of  a 
graduated  increase  per  cent  each  year,  with 
no  minimum,  and  the  maximum  to  be  “all 
the  traffic  will  bear.” 

The  much-debated  minimum  looks 
mighty  good  to  the  $30  and  $40  men,  but 
how  does  it  look  to  the  others? 
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The  scale  of  percentage  should  be  gradu- 
ated according  to  present  salaries,  with  a 30 
per  cent  raise  for  all  receiving  $50  per 
month  or  under,  25  per  cent  for  all  receiv- 
ing $75  and  over  $50,  20  per  cent  for  all 
receiving  $90  and  over  $75,  15  per  cent  for 
all  receiving  $115  and  over  $90,  and  10  per 
cent  for  all  receiving  over  $115  per  month, 
with  8-hour,  days  and  double  time  for  8- 
hour  Sunday  work,  20  per  cent  additional 
for  all  W.  U.  business  or  other  commercial 
work,  and  20  per  cent  on  all  express  busi- 
ness. Cut  out  the  U.  S.  mail  entirely,  for 
Uncle  Sam  is  able  to  hire  mail  carriers 
of  his  own,  and  if  the  present  contracts  he 
has  with  railroads  require  them  to  deliver 
mails,  we  may  depend  that  the  railroad 
company  is  receiving  a handsome  fee  for 
the  service,  and  there  should  be  a mail  car- 
rier department  added  to  the  railroad  busi- 
ness. 

If  we  are  the  skillful  mechanics  of  the 
“key,"  that  we  assume  to  be,  then  we  should 
manipulate  the  key,  and  not  the  coal  hod, 
or  the  office  broom,  or  the  freight  and  bag- 
gage trucks,  and  all  they  stand  for.  If  we 
are  the  telegrapher,  we  should  be  the  teleg- 
rapher in  fact,  and  not  the  monkey  jumping 
jacks  we  now  are. 

When  the  time  is  ripe,  let  us  speak  out  in 
“meeting”  and  back  up  all  we  say  with  a 
contract  that  will  forever  elevate  our  pro- 
fession into  the  category  of  skillful  artisK 
where  we  belong,  and  where  we  should 
have  been  all  the  time. 

San  Pedro. 


MODERN  EXPRESS  BUSINESS  RE- 
VISED TO  DATE— QUESTIONS 
AND  ANSWERS. 

What  is  an  express  company? 

An  express  company  is  an  aggregate  of 
individuals  banded  together  in  the  interest 
of  humanity.  It  is  claimed  by  some  who 
don’t  know  anything  about  it  that  such  is 
not  the  case,  but  they  are  incapable  of 
judging,  as  they  are  largely  employed  by 
said  express  companies,  and  of  course  are 
ignorant  of  the  high  aims  of  these  philan- 
thropists. 

Are  express  rates  based  on  value  of 
service  and  cost  of  same? 


Ans.  Not  on  your  tintype;  they  are  based 
on  all  “we"  can  get.  The  motto  of  the 
express  company  is  “Hog  everything  in 
sight,  all  income,  no  outcome.” 

Is  this  considered  unfair  by  the  masses? 

Ans.  It  is  so  called  by  the  man  who  pays 
the  bill,  but  he  is  not  supposed  to  know. 

N.  B. — If  he  is  rich  and  influential  the 
express  company  furnish  him  a pass.  The 
bill  is  paid  by  the  poor  man  or  the  express 
agent.  1 j 

How  does  the  express  company  hire  their 
agents  ? 

Ans.  At  the  larger  stations  they  have  a 
very  pious  and  smooth  breed  of  their  own 
to  attend  to  their  business.  At  the  smaller 
places  they  simply  order  some  one  to  do 
this  work.  He  is  not  consulted  in  the 
matter  at  all,  being  a poor  devil  who  is 
not  supposed  to  know  what  is  good  for 
him  anyway. 

Do  they  pay  the  agent  at  smr.ll  stations 
any  salary? 

Ans.  Oh,  no,  of  course  not!  The  man- 
agers know  what  is  best  for  all ; money 
you  know  is  the  root  of  all  evil;  they  do 
not  intend  to  contaminate  anyone  with  it. 
(An  exception  is  made  in  favor  of  legis- 
latures, as  the  express  company  know  very 
well  the  needs  of  a State  legislature,  and 
are  in  a position  to  assist  along  this  line. 
Thus  their  high  purpose  is  maintained.) 

Why  do  the  agents  at  small  stations  work 
for  nothing? 

Ans.  My  brother,  this  is  a question  I 
cannot  answer.  It  does  seem  strange,  but 
doubtless  the  honor  of  working  for  such  a 
great  and  good  company  is  sufficient  com- 
pensation. 

Are  the  express  companies  largely  cap- 
italized? 

Ans.  Sure. 

What  does  their  capital  consist  of  mainly? 

Ans.  Gall  and  wind. 

N.  B. — This  is  denounced  by  express 
companies  as  a base  fabrication.  They 
claim  that  their  stock  is  as  well  watered 
as  could  be  expected,  and  only  a low  work- 
ingman could  say  aught  against  their  meth- 
ods. 

You  say  the  express  agent  sometimes  pay* 
the  bill.  How  is  that? 
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Ans.  Well,  for  instance  some  one  has 
mouldy  fruit  or  stale  fish  he  wants  to  dis- 
pose of.  He  sends  this  stuff  to  the  agent 
at  a small  place,  who  is  instructed  to  sell 
and  remit  the  proceeds.  He  is  forbidden  to 
contaminate  himself  by  accepting  any  com- 
pensation, and  if  he  fails  to  get  a good 
price,  well,  he  had  better  make  good  or 
show  why,  and  they  are  all  from  the  in- 
terior of  Missouri  when  it  comes  to  that. 

What  is  an  expense? 

Ans.  Well,  ordinarily  it  is  money  paid 
out  voluntarily  for  a purpose.  In  case  of 
express  company  expense,  it  is  money  paid 
out  involuntarily  and  for  no  purpose  unless 
the  express  company  is  afraid  of  a conges- 
tion of  the  currency. 

Does  the  express  company  pay  any  salary 
at  all  to  employes  at  small  stations? 

Ans.  Oh,  dear,  yes!  They  pay  a com- 
mission based  on  5 per  cent  of  the  “in” 
business,  nothing  on  prepaid. 

Is  there  much  prepaid  “in”  business? 

Ans.  Well,  I should  smile.  That  is  the 
test  of  the  breed  in  large  cities;  rates  are 
made  cheaper  to- induce  prepayment.  The 
commission  is  now  you  see  it  and  now  you 
don’t. 

Does  the  express  company  ever  pay  a 
claim  ? 

Ans.  Very  seldom.  For  instance,  the 
agent  is  responsible  for  nearly  everything 
under  the  sun  ; must  notify  and  collect  ac- 
counts and  drafts  from  all  parties,  and  if 
the  statute  stands  in  his  way,  must  find  a 
way  around  that;  is  responsible  for  failure 
to  collect  any  account  unless  he  can  show 
that  he  took  the  party  down  and  searched 
his  pockets,  also  notified  all  parties  con- 
cerned and  followed  out  347  different  rules 
and  regulations. 

What  are  some  of  the  questions  asked 
by  express  companies  in  their  bond  ap- 
plications? 

Ans.  Here  is  one:  “Have  you  ever  done 
anything  that  would  reflect  discredit  on 
the  express  company?”  Is  this  a difficult 
question  to  answer?  It  is  a stunner. 

Is  the  express  company  system  of  book- 
keeping accurate? 

Ans.  In  regard  to  digging  up  under- 
charges it  seems  to  be  more  than  perfect; 
finds  them  where  none  exist.  As  to  over- 


charges the  undersigned  is  unable  to  say. 
He  has  never  heard  of  a refund  on  this  ac- 
count. 

What  class  of  goods  are  handled  cheapest 
by  the  express  companies? 

Ans.  Liquors,  by  odds. 

Why  is  this? 

Ans.  They  take  pity  on  the  poor  un- 
fortunates in  a prohibition  State. 

Does  the  express  company  dodge  the  law 
in  regard  to  liquors? 

Ans.  For  heaven’s  sake,  would  you  re- 
flect discredit  on  the  express  company? 

Is  the  express  company  a beneficent  in- 
stitution in  every  respect? 

Ans.  It  is.  Of  course  the  fellows  who 
do  the  work  do  not  understand  what  is 
good  for  them,  and  these  answers  to  your 
queries  will  no  doubt  do  much  towards 
clearing  up  their  vision,  and  enable  them  to 
see  wherein  they  have  abused  a great  and 
good  institution.  Cert.  748,  Div.  6. 


A CORRECTION. 

In  the  July  issue  of  The  Telegrapher 
I notice  stated  in  two  different  articles  that 
a property  qualification  of  $500  is  necessary 
to  be  a voter  in  the  State  of  Maryland.  1 
wish  to  correct  the  erroneous  impression 
that  may  be  produced  by  this  statement. 
If  such  law  exists,  it  applies  only  to  illiter- 
ates. I would  indeed  be  sorry  for  the  teleg- 
raphers of  this  State  if  they  were  compelled 
to  have  a property  qualification  to  vote.  It 
would  disfranchise  more  than  90  per  cent 
of  us.  Cert.  682,  Div.  17. 


THE  LAST  CALL. 

We  are  now  making  the  last  c^!l  upon 
the  non-members  to  join  hands  with  us  and 
help  us  to  complete  thorough  organization, 
which  is  the  only  way  that  we  can  secure 
better  wages,  shorter  hours  and  Sunday 
rest. 

As  this  work  of  calling  on  all  the  non- 
members is  to  be  done  during  the  month  of 
September  and  October,  we  should  visit 
each  non-member  in  our  locality  with  a 
set  of  application  blanks  and  tell  them  we 
have  come  to  see  them  for  the  last  time 
and  that  we  now  expect  them  to  join 
with  us. 
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Don’t  wait  until  the  last  day,  but  start 
in  now  and  before  this  year  closes  we  will 
have  a schedule  of  some  kind  on  each  road. 

Then  we  will  be  ready  to  shorten  up 
these  twelve-hour  tricks  of  the  telegraphers’ 
agents  and  levermen;  secure  Sunday  rest 
and  also  increase  the  wages  through  making 
a general  demand  to  all  railroads  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year  for  a $75.00  min- 
imum or  20  per  cent  increase. 

By  the  close  of  this  year  we  should  be 
90  per  cent  strong  on  all  lines. 

Cert.  291,  Div.  91. 


TELEGRAPHERS  TAKE  NOTICE. 

A few  days  ago  a telegrapher  came  into 
my  office  and  asked  for  help.  I asked  him 
if  he  had  a card  in  either  of  the  Orders  and 
he  said  he  did  not. 

However,  I took  him  to  a barber  shop, 
paid  for  his  shave,  took  him  to  a bath- 
room and  gave  him  a new  suit  of  under 
wear  and  hose,  and  finally  took  him  to 
breakfast  with  me.  I then  asked  him  to 
go  to  my  room  to  sleep,  which  he  did,  and 
when  I went  to  the  room  he  was  missing 
and  with  him  the  only  suit  of  clothes  1 
had,  a new  shirt,  collar  and  necktie,  five 
dollars  in  silver  out  of  my  pocket  and  a 
pair  of  solid  gold  cuff  buttons — the  latter 
a present  from  my  mother  and  which  I 
prized  very  highly. 

This  fellow’s  name  is  Mike  J.  Connery, 
an  all-around  telegrapher,  has  black  hair 
and  eyes,  limps  slightly  on  his  right  leg  and 
is  about  28  years  old.  I ask  all  brother 
telegraphers  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  him 
and  treat  him  as  he  deserves.  Such  men 
hurt  the  really  needy.  Cert.  7022. 


MORE  TROUBLE  FOR  THE  SANTA 
FE. 

All  brothers  should  approve  of  the  article 
“Profit  by  Experience”  in  the  June,  1904, 
journal,  by  Cert.  1483,  Div.  54.  This  is  the 
best  plan  to  bring  the  Santa  Fe  to  terms. 
Let  the  slogan  go  forth  to  every  nook  and 
corner  where  the  O.  R.  T.  and  C.  T.  U.  A 
brotherhoods  are  known,  to  make  teleg- 
raphers scarce  for  the  Santa  Fe,  and  no 
brother  accept  work  on  that  line  until  a 
schedule  is  secured.  In  six  months,  or  less 


time,  they  will  be  compelled  to  raise  wages 
higher  than  the  original  schedule  offered 
before  the  strike.  The  Santa  Fe  are  hav- 
ing their  troubles  now,  and  one  more  added 
“Scarcity  of  good  telegraphers”  may  break 
the  camel’s  back.  Brothers,  do  you  ap- 
prove? Let  us  hear  from  more  of  you. 

Cert.  76,  Div.  18. 


WORKING  FOR  NOTHING. 

In  my  position  as  relieving  agent  I fre- 
quently see  agents  with  peculiar  ideas. 
Among  the  most  peculiar  is  one  fostered 
more  especially  by  agents  living  in  the  com- 
pany’s dwellings — that  of  delivering  freight, 
express,  etc.,  after  hours. 

A man  may  not  realize  that  although  it 
is  no  trouble  for  him  to  do  so,  other  agents 
may  not  like  it,  and  to  start  such  a practice 
means  to  everlastingly  keep  it  up;  and  very 
few  agents  ever  remain  in  the  same  station 
all  their  lives.  The  consequence  is  that 
when  one  leaves  such  a station  where  this 
pernicious  habit  is  practiced,  the  position  is 
completely  spoiled  for  his  successor,  should 
he  think  differently.  The  public  at  large 
become  sore  on  him,  say  that  there  is  no 
accommodation  in  him,  and  he  is  a very  un- 
popular man.  The  climax  is  reached  when 
the  public  strive  to  oust  him  from  his  posi- 
tion, so  that  they  may  secure  some  other 
agent,  who  will  allow  them  to  run  the  sta- 
tion. 

There  should  be  a stop  put  to  this  busi- 
ness. How  can  we  in  justice  charge  our 
employers  fifty  cents  for  a call  after  hours 
and  work  for  the  public  for  nothing? 

As  a labor  organization  we  have  spent 
eighteen  years  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  to  secure  these  privileges,  and 
we  continue  to  pay  in  our  good  money  even 
year  to  keep  it  afloat.  What’s  the  use  of 
pouring  water  through  a sieve?  Why  give 
money  without  moral  support? 

Some  of  you  fellows  may  say  that  in  the 
small  country  stations  people  can’t  come 
in  the  day  time.  I say  most  emphatically 
that  they  can.  What  would  they  do  if 
you  were  not  there  after  seven  o’clock? 

There  is  only  one  answer:  They  would 
have  to  come  in  the  day  time.  Therefore, 
the  only  reason  that  they  come  at  night  is 
Digitized  by  vjOO^IC 


1064 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


because  you  are  there.  That’s  the  only 
reason  that  they  can’t  get  there  in  the  day 
time. 

I can  see  them  in  my  mind’s  eye — the 
farmers — nailing  a picket  on-  a fence  here 
and  mending  a p:g-stye  there,  working  every 
minute  of  the  day  to  improve  their  own 
position,  putting  every  cent  they  can  in 
their  own  pockets  as  long  as  daylight  lasts, 
and  then  coming  around  after  your  day’s 
work  is  done,  expecting  you  to  work  for 
them  for  nothing.  Isn’t  it  nice  to  go  up 
to  the  store  about  six  o’clock  and  see  a 
man  sitting  around  chewing  tobacco  and 
talking  politics,  and  after  you  have  just 
nicely  got  to  bed  for  him  to  come  around 
after  a bundle  of  plow  points  you  had  car- 
ried on  your  outstandings  for  three  weeks? 

How  many  of  these  people  would  go  to 
a storekeeper  after  he  was  closed  and 
waken  him  up  to  get  them  a quarter’s  worth 
of  sugar?  Some  would  probably  have  gall 
enough,  but  would  the  storekeeper  do  it? 
Would  he  like  it?  I dare  say  he  would 
do  it,  but  it  would  not  be  with  very  good 
grace.  Furthermore,  the  storekeeper  makes 
his  profit  out  of  it  while  we  get  nothing, 
in  the  majority  of  cases  not  even  thanks. 
Don’t  imagine  they  think  you  are  a fine 
fellow.  I know  one  man  whose  hours  are 
from  seven  to  seven,  and  he  works  from 
seven  to  eleven,  and  even  then  the  public 
are  dissatisfied  with  him.  And  I know  an- 
other man  who  does  a little  of  it,  though 
not  as  much  as  number  one.  and  he  told 
me  that  if  he  buys  a bag  of  potatoes  from 
them  they  charge  him  a quarter  more  than 
they  would  any  one  else,  all  because  $45 
looks  like  $450  to  a farmer. 

Take  my  advice,  boys,  and  stop  this  prac- 
tice at  once  and  forever.  Don't  encourage 
people  to  think  that  you  are  their  dog,  for 
the  majority  of  these  people  think  that  you 
are  obliged  to  do  it.  How  much  nicer  it 
would  be  for  you  at  seven  o’clock  if  you 
would  sit  down  and  rest,  reading  your  paper 
or  smoking  your  old  black  briar,  with  the 
comforting  feeling  that  your  day’s  work 
was  done  and  sigh  with  contentment  that 
you  would  not  be  bothered  any  more  that 
night. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  accomplish  it. 
When  any  person  comes  after  hours  give 


him  what  he  came  for  the  first  time,  but 
give  him  strictly  to  understand  that  he  will 
have  to  come  before  you  close  the  next  time 
or  go  back  disappointed.  Get  a rubber 
stamp  and  stamp  your  office  hours  on  every 
postal  advice  you  send  out.  It  won’t  take 
long  to  break  them  in  and  they  will  think 
no  less  of  you.  Never,  unless  it  is  an 
emergency  case,  do  business  after  hours, 
and  let  us  enjoy  the  privileges  our  organiza- 
tion has  secured  for  us. 

Reley  Vingman. 


A FEW  SUGGESTIONS. 


With  intense  interest  I have  for  the  past 
twelve  months  read  the  various  articles  as 
discussed  by  different  brothers  in  The 
Telegrapher.  I have  been  more  favorably 
impressed  with  Bro.  Pete’s  argument  in 
June  issue  relative  to  cutting  out  that  little 
song  of  the  $75  minimum. 

While  I am  just  as  strong  in  favor  of  a 
minimum  of  $75  as  any,  still  there  are 
other  things  that  are  just  as  essential  to 
our  own  enjoyment  and  good  health  as 
more  money.  There  are  other  propositions 
that  should  they  receive  the  proper  attention 
in  the  framing  of  our  new  schedule,  that 
would  relieve  us  of  a few  very  unpleasant 
tasks  and  be  more  beneficial,  at  present, 
than  such  a large  raise  in  salary. 

I am  strongly  in  favor  of  a raise;  wc 
deserve  it,  but  I would  like  something  else 
to  go  with  it. 

Why  is  it  we  have  to  shoulder  from  two 
to  ten  dirty  sacks  of  mail  and  carry  them 
a distance  of  150  to  200  yards  four  to  eight 
times  each  day,  Sunday  not  excepted? 

Why  is  it  we  are  compelled  to  sit  here 
all  day  Sundays  with  scarce  time  to  clear 
the  perspiration  from  our  wearied  brows? 

No  wonder  to  me,  that  some  roads  are 
talking  of  cutting  out  all  telegraphers  after 
they  arrive  at  the  age  of  45  years.  Such 
as  this  is  enough  to  make  the  best  of  us 
unfit  for  public  duties  in  life. 

Had  you  ever  asked  yourself  these  ques- 
tions? 

Are  we  not  to  blame  for  it? 

Why  not  do  away  with  the  old  custom 
of  the  agent  handl  ng  the  U.  S.  ma.l? 

And  if  we  are  compelled  to  work  on 
Sundays,  let  us  have  extra  pay  for  it. 
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Let  us  be  more  zealous  in  our  work,  and 
when  we  all  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
wt  will  soon  have  it  rolling  our  way. 

Cert.  761,  Div.  32. 


READ  AND  HEED. 

Seeing  an  article  from  Bro.  Stephen,  page 
791,  in  the  June  number  of  our  Telegrapher, 
regarding  the  Western  Union  business,  re- 
minds me  of  the  fact  that  I have  been 
working  some  four  or  five  years  for  them 
gratis,  and  I think  it  is  due  time  that  we 
should  receive  some  compensation  for  this 
work. 

While  carrying  three  or  four  sacks  of 
mail  to  and  from  the  post  office  (which 
is  always  just  close  enough  that  we  have 
to  carry  the  mail),  is  pretty  bad.  I think 
that  handling  the  W.  U.  Telegraph  Com- 
pany business  free  is  even  worse.  Sitting 
over  a table  for  twelve  hours  per  day, 
expecting  at  any  time  to  get  a message  that 
you  will  have  to  walk  anywhere  from  a 100 
yards  to  a mile  to  deliver  is  anything  but 
pleasant.  This  is  the  way  I figure  we  can 
get  a quietus  put  on  the  gratis  part  of  it. 

I believe  that  at  least  85  per  cent  of 
the  telegraphers  that  handle  this  business, 
whether  they  are  Order  men  or  nons. 
would  be  willing  to  make  a pat  stand  and 
refuse  to  handle  this  stuff  unless  they  are 
paid  to  do  so.  I firmly  believe  that  if  a 
petition  was  started  on  every  division  read- 
ing like  this : “We,  the  undersigned  mem- 

bers and  non-members  of  the  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers,  hereby  agree  that  we 
will  at  any  time  within  the  next  six  months 
at  the  command  of  H.  B.  Perham,  President 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers, 
positively  refuse  to  handle  any  and  all  busi- 
ness of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  unless  we  are  paid  15  per  cent  of 
all  in  and  out  this  line's  revenue  on  busi- 
ness handled;  until  advised  to  do  so  by 
him,”  that  we  would  get  the  names  of  at 
least  85  per  cent  on  every  road  in  the 
United  States  that  uses  the  Western  Union 
wires,  and  there  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  we  would  land  what  we  went  after. 
They  have  to  do  business  and  they  cannot 
do  it  without  telegraphers. 

For  my  part  I would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  some  of  the  brothers  on  this  subject. 


We  might  as  well  be  up  and  doing  as 
sitting  down  and  letting  these  eagles  fly 
away  from  us  each  month.  Cert.  6530. 


APPROVE8  WANDERER’8  PLAN. 

I have  just  read  with  great  satisfaction 
the  article  of  “Wanderer”  in  the  July 
Telegrapher.  I agree  with  him  fully.  Wt 
have  talked  and  discussed  this  matter  of  a 
$75  minimum  long  enough  and  it  is  time 
to  act.  We  have  a good  membership  now 
and  every  one  of  them  are  eagerly  expect- 
ing something  to  be  done.  I fully  believe 
they  will  stand  to  a man  for  whatever  is 
done,  or  for  such  a move  as  Wanderer 
suggests.  Let  us  do  something.  If  we 
make  a brave,  strong  trial  and  pull  all 
together,  one  long,  strong  pull,  we  are 
bound  to  start  something.  It  is  only  by 
doing  something  that  the  other  organiza- 
tions have  succeeded,  and  we,  too,  will 
succeed. 

I would  favor  the  hourly  pay.  That  is 
the  way  nearly  all  other  classes  of  labor 
are  paid,  and  it  is  the  only  proper  way. 
We  should  get  no  less  than  25  cents  per 
hour  with  ten  hours  out  of  twelve  con- 
secutive hours  to  constitute  a day's  work. 

I have  nothing  more  to  say,  onty  to  urge 
that  some  formula  be  started  at  once,  and 
I think  Wanderer’s  formula  a very  good 
one.  It  would  have  the  support  of  nine- 
tenths  of  the  telegraphers  of  the  United 
States.  Cert.  998. 


AND  STILL  ANOTHER. 

After  reading  the  Wanderer's  article  in 
July  journal,  I cannot  see  why  all  do  not 
see  the  clear  ideas  set  forth,  and  as  he  says, 
take  the  matter  up.  Let  us  all  set  October 
1,  1904,  for  the  time  and  all  work  to  that 
end. 

I am  going  to  write  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  my  division  tonight  to  take  it  up 
and  rush  it  through,  and  make  request  on 
Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  quick 
action 

Let  us  hear  from  others  and  all  get  to 
work  on  it  at  once. 


Digitized  by  LaOOQle 


Cert.  1114- 


1066 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


AND  HERE’S  ANOTHER. 

Just  a few  words  to  ask  the  brothers  if 
they  have  read  the  article  signed  Wanderer. 
I for  one  think  it  a very  good  idea.  You 
will  find  it  in  the  July  copy  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher. 

Yes,  we  can  talk  until  we  are  gray,  and 
it  will  avail  us  nothing.  Action  is  what 
will  square  this  matter,  and  the  quicker  we 
get  down  to  business  the  better  it  will  be 
for  all.  I work  with  a man  here,  an  ex- 
member, who  claims  he  won't  join  until  he 
can  see  his  way  clear  ahead.  How  far 
ahead  he  wants  to  see  I have  no  idea. 

No  doubt  there  are  others  that  are  as 
weary  as  I in  discussion  of  the  $75  min- 
imum. Now,  let’s  get  down  to  business 
and  do  something;  do  it  so  as  to  make  it 
count.  I tell  you,  brothers,  there  is  one 
little  question  I would  like  to  have  an- 
swered, and  that  is  this,  what  are  you 
waiting  on? 

A $75  minimum  is  not  such  a wonderful 
thing.  This  is  the  poorest  paid  depart- 
ment. I have  been  employed  in  other  trades 
and  was  compelled  to  let  myself  out  on 
account  of  my  eyes  being  slightly  affected. 
We  would  have  laughed  at  a man  who 
would  say  he  was  working  for  14  cents  per 
hour;  $2.50  per  day  of  eight  hours  was  our 
pay,  and  many  a day  we  made  $3  and  $4 
and  in  eight  hours.  I want  to  tell  you, 
brothers,  that  trade  has  more  to  fight  against 
than  have  we  telegraphers.  I say  we  are 
fighting  against  ourselves  when  we  put  this 
day  off  from  time  to  time.  Let’s  get  a 
move  on  and  do  it  soon.  I think  it’s  ripe 
at  this  time.  The  idea  of  this  brother  is 
“OK”  for  $2.50  per  day  of  ten  hours  and 
double  pay  for  Sunday  work.  I am  ready 
any  time  and  there  are  thousands  more. 

Cert.  235,  Div.  3. 


SO  DOES  THIS  ONE. 

I wish  to  congratulate  the  Wanderer  on 
his  plan  of  action  given  in  the  July  number, 
and  hope  to  see  this  come  to  pass  in  the 
near  future. 

However,  I would  rather  see  the  hourly 
pay  go  into  effect,  and  am  willing  to  help 
the  ball  along  all  I can  with  my  little  old 

$47.5°  per. 


Brothers  and  sisters,  what  are  we  doing? 
We  are  now  nearly  50,000  strong.  All  we 
need  to  do  is  to  act  and  act  at  once.  Let 
us  adopt  our  Bro.  Wanderer’s  plan  and 
give  it  a pull,  a hard  pull  and  a pull  all 
together,  and  see  if  the  minimum  we  want 
won’t  come  our  way. 

Let  us  vote  on  action  at  once  and  have 
our  worthy  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
start  the  circulars  and  pledges  as  stated 
among  our  members. 

Cert.  1189,  Div.  33. 


PREVENT  A REPETITION  OF  THE 
COLORADO  OUTRAGES. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  man> 
forms  of  labor  organization ; among  that 
number  and  very  conspicuously  placed  is 
the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

After  an  exhaustive  search  along  the 
lines  of  various  administrations  of  govern- 
ment has  it  been  found,  to  any  unbiased 
mind,  where  any  direct  benefits  have  been 
received  through  the  different  political 
parties?  Many  and  various  rash  promises 
have  been  made  of  what  we  were  to  expect 
from  the  various  candidates  for  office,  if 
they  were  successful  in  being  elected,  but 
the  result  has  eventually  panned  out  the 
same,  i.  e.,  nothing. 

It  is  possible  for  the  laborer  of  this 
country  today  to  wield  the  wand  of  govern- 
ment so  long  as  the  right  of  suffrage  is 
given  to  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  and  I 
would  like  to  propound  this  question  for 
the  readers  of  this  journal  to  answer. 

Can  the  rich  and  poor  vote  the  same 
party  ticket  and  each  vote  for  his  best  in- 
terests ? 

To  answer  this  in  the  affirmative  would 
be  to  say  yes,  to  just  the  same  degree  that 
it  is  possible  to  serve  God  and  the  devil 
and  be  consistent  to  each,  or  to  have  black 
and  white  the  same  color. 

While  it  is  desired  to  eliminate  from  the 
columns  of  this  journal  matter  of  a political 
character,  or  matter  that  would  be  the 
cause  of  injury  to  our  craft,  still  a hint  of 
this  kind  is  not  out  of  place  when  it  is 
along  the  lines  of  our  betterment 

My  idea  in  belonging  to  a labor  organiza- 
tion is  to  help  and  be  helped  along  labor 
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lines  and  to  belong  to  a labor  organization 
and  vote  the  capitalistic  ticket,  is  to  sharpen 
the  knife  that  is  to  cut  your  own  throat. 

The  millionaire  that  deposits  his  ballot 
for  a certain  party  candidate  votes  for  his 
interest,  for  the  candidate  that  will  make 
his  money  profitable,  for  the  man  that  will 
be  on  the  alert  to  make  favorable  moves 
for  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy  class. 

Can  the  labor  element  vote  the  same 
ballot  that  the  millionaire  does,  and  still 
vote  for  their  interest?  Not  by  any  means. 
What  is  gain  for  one  is  loss  for  the  other. 

Capital  and  labor,  while  necessary  to  each 
other  in  a way,  cannot  ever  be  mixed  com- 
pletely, no  more  so  than  oil  and  water. 
While  it  may  be  possible  to  agitate  the  two 
elements  to  such  a degree  that  a mixture 
for  a short  time  would  appear,  but  on  the 
rebound  the  separate  qualities  would  be  in 
evidence,  and  each  in  their  respective  posi- 
tion. And  that  is  just  the  condition  the 
labor  party  is  in  today  on  the  eve  of  on 
election.  The  money  power  comes  along 
with  a fake  promise  and  the  bait  is  swal- 
lowed time  after  time.  There  should  be 
some  change  in  this  thing. 

What  have  the  different  labor  parties 
ever  received  from  the  political  parties  in 
power?  Stones  in  the  place  of  bread  every 
time.  Some  one  speaks  up  and  says  you 
are  wrong,  we  received  such  and  such 
recognition  by  having  a man  from  our  rank 
and  file  placed  in  a responsible  position  in 
the  high  offices  of  this  country.  That 
is  admitted,  but  can  anyone  remember  what 
effort  that  one-time  made  in  that  position 
to  benefit  his  fellows? 

While  the  writer  does  not  take  sides  with 
any  political  party,  nor  antagonize  any  par- 
ticular party,  because  they  are  about  all 
alike,  there  is  at  this  time  thinkable  thinks 
of  where  we  are  at,  and  that  the  time  is 
opportunely  ripe  for  action  in  the  better- 
ment of  our  condition  at  the  ballot  box,  as 
well  as  in  our  division  rooms. 

If  you  are  on  the  devil’s  side  don’t  be 
afraid  to  show  your  colors,  and  if  you  call 
yourself  a Christian,  don’t  be  ashamed  of 
your  religion.  I know  you  are  a member 
of  an  O.  R.  T.  division,  or  you  would  not 
be  in  position  to  receive  this  journal,  so 
why  longer  belong  to  a labor  organization 


364  days  in  a year  and  the  capitalistic  party 
the  365th?  Realize  the  importance  of  being 
either  for  or  against  and  cut  out  the  un- 
desirable position  of  getting  on  the  fence 
at  critical  moments.  The  floating  vote  is 
what  can  be  truthfully  called  the  damna- 
tion of  this  country  today,  and  the  man 
that  deposits  his  ballot  against  his  own 
interests  is  just  as  low  as  the  poor  devil 
that  parts  with  his  right  of  suffrage  for 
filthy  lucre,  and  if  there  is  anything  in 
favor  of  either,  it  is  on  the  side  of  the 
fellow  who  receives  the  consideration,  be- 
cause he  is  openly  known  and  commands 
the  respect  of  no  good  society,  but  the  man 
that  talks  one  way  and  votes  another  is 
hypocritical  to  an  extreme,  not  only  injur- 
ing himself  but  also  his  fellowman  in  prac- 
ticing one  thing  and  preaching  another. 

Who  would  carry  this  country  today, 
the  rich  or  the  poor? 

What  is  the  capitalistic  aim  in  life  if  not 
to  squeeze  the  poor  wage-earner  to  the  last 
degree?  Think  of  these  things  and  make 
a resolve  that  you  for  one  will  enter  your 
protest  by  your  ballot  against  such  unfair 
conditions. 

Not  only  work  one  wire  for  better  con- 
ditions, but  break  in  on  the  wire  at  the 
ballot  box  and  contend  the  circuit  until 
such  a time  that  you  get  yourself  recog- 
nized. 

If  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  work  for  a 
$50  minimum,  make  it  also  necessary  for 
that  $50  to  have  the  purchasing  power  of 
$100.  Get  a tail  to  your  kite;  do  not  be 
hobnobbed  by  any  more  empty  and  false 
promises. 

You  are  going  through  this  world  but 
once ; do  not  fail  to  do  all  the  good  you 
can  for  yourself  and  others;  let  us  revise 
the  Golden  Rule  to  read,  “Do  not  allow 
others  to  do  us  while  we  can  prevent  it.” 
If  each  one  would  do  this  the  prevention 
would  be  safe  and  sure. 

You  may  have  been  born  into  this  world 
with  either  of  the  great  political  parties 
hereditarily  stamped  in  your  system,  and 
wlr.le  it  may  have  been  possible  for  your 
forbears  to  have  prospered  in  those  days, 
you  are  living  in  a different  state  of  affairs 
today;  times  change,  and  to  keep  abreast 
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of  those  times  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
change  also. 

If  you,  my  fellow  brothers  of  the  craft, 
think  for  a moment  that  we  are  having 
good  and  prosperous  times,  look  for  an 
instant  into  the  conditions  of  organized 
labor  in  the  State  of  Colorado.  No  one 
with  any  degree  whatever  of  equity  within 
him  can  say  that  such  conditions  are  right. 
Then  ask  yourselves  who  is  responsible  for 
such  conditions?  Who  is  indirectly  respon- 
sible for  such  administrations  of  unjust  jus- 
tice, if  there  can  be  such  a thing  as  unjust 
justice — if  it  is  not  the  voter  at  the  ballot 


box,  who  made  it  possible  for  such  men  to 
be  appointed  to  positions  of  power,  there  to 
trample  down  the  rights  of  free  American 
citizenship? 

Might  never  made  right,  nor  never  will, 
and  the  power  of  court  injunctions  will 
never  stop  the  stride  of  union  labor  in 
America  while  its  members  are  mindful  of 
their  own ; and  that  they  should  be,  for 
self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  man. 
See  to  it  then,  brothers,  that  we  get  our 
rightful  share  of  good  things  while  we  are 
here. 

Cert.  17,  Div.  84. 
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Baltimore  Division,  No.  17. 

A goodly  number  of  the  brothers  are  taking 
tn  the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  and  to  state  that  they 
are  appreciating  their  reception  at  the  O.  R.  T. 
headquarters  is  expressing  it  mildly. 

At  our  last  meeting  Bro.  H.  C.  Krout  gave  us 
a description  of  how  well  Bro.  Jas.  B.  Finnan,  of 
Division  No.  17,  escorted  him  around  at  St.  Louis. 
The  boys  enjoyed  this  description,  and  we  are 
*lad  to  know  that  our  senior  Bro.  Finnan  still 
manifests  that  brotherly  love  toward  the  Mary- 
land boys. 

I desire  to  invite  all  the  brothers  to  attend  the 
union  meeting  which  will  be  held  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  State  Conference  Board  of  Railway 
Employes,  at  Gwynn  Oak  Park,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Sunday,  August  z8,  1904,  at  3 p.  m.,  and  also 
8 p.  m.  Every  effort  is  being  put  forth  to  make 
this  meeting  a most  enjoyable  and  profitable  one. 
Among  the  speakers  will  be  Second  Vice-President 
T . M.  Pierson,  who  wM.  represent  the  telegraphers. 
Those  of  you  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hear 
ing  Bro.  Pierson  well  know  that  he  will  in  his 
address,  amply  repay  you  for  any  sacrifice  you 
may  make  to  attend  this  meeting.  There  will  be 
special  music  and  addresses  by  the  Grand  Officers 
of  all  the  organizations  represented.  Don't  miss 
this  treat,  but  come  and  bring  other  O.  R.  T. 
brothers  with  you.  Patapsco. 


St.  Louis  Division,  No.  2. 

From  the  number  of  brothers  we  meet  each 
day  who  carry  up-to-date  cards,  and  those  who 
are  out  rushing  to  get  in,  it  would  seem  as  if 
they  were  all  going  to  stick  for  the  big  show. 
The  “no  card  no  favor”  policy  is  doing  good,  and 
a number  who  have  been  slumbering,  have  awak- 
ened to  the  realization  that  at  this  time  and  day 
an  O.  R.  T.  up-to-date  card  in  their  inside  pocket 
is  the  only  thing. 

Only  766  new  members  were  added  to  our 
Order  during  the  month  of  June,  due  mainly  to 
two  things:  nons  are  becoming  harder  to  find, 
and  the  hot  season,  when  every  one  lays  off  and 
takes  a rest.  However,  we  still  have  several 
months  to  our  credit,  in  which  to  land  every 
worthy  non  by  December  31,  1904. 

Meeting  of  July  2 called  to  order  at  8 p.  m., 
Brother  Finnan  presiding.  Brother  Quick  was  un- 
able to  meet  with  us  on  account  of  other  duties. 
Forty  brothers  were  present.  After  considerable 
business  bad  been  disposed  of,  we  proceeded  un- 
der the  head  of  “Good  of  the  Order.”  Sister 
McCaffery,  Bros.  Trent,  VVillbur,  Burch,  Thurs 
ton,  Purcell.  Finnan,  Lane.  Lohman,  Molloy,  Col- 


lins, Leathers  and  Barry  each  in  turn  made  an 
mteresting  speech.  Our  worthy  Chief  Finnan  had 
ruled  no  smoking,  except  the  chief,  consequently 
your  Uncle  Cy  Perkins  had  to  steal  into  the 
ante-room  to  smoke  a twenty-five  seegar,  and  the 
members  missed  the  flowery  speech  he  would  have 
turned  loose. 

Meeting  of  July  16  called  to  order  at  8 p.  m., 
Bro.  Quick  in  the  chair.  All  officers  present. 
Twenty  members  in  attendance.  Three  petitions 
for  membership  read;  balloted  upon,  and  the  ap- 
plicants elected  to  membership.  One  candidate 
being  present,  he  was  introduced  to  the  Council 
of  hive,  who  put  him  through  his  paces,  making 
a few  impressions  upon  him  that  he  will  not 
forget  for  some  time.  The  messenger  to  the 
Council  of  Five  had  a new  headgear — looked  like 
^ relic  of  the  pottery  that  came  over  on  the 
Mayflower.  Several  interesting  talks  were  made, 
among  them  one  by  Bro.  Long,  President  of  the 
C.  T.  U.  of  A.  Meeting  closed  in  due  form  at 
10:30  p.  m. 

Bro.  R.  D.  Richman  and  wife,  of  Newfield, 
X.  J.,  were  Fair  visitors  last  month.  They  were 
just  married,  and  came  to  St.  Louis  on  a wedding 
trip.  While  Bro.  Richman  is  not  a No.  2 boy, 
all  of  us  wish  him  and  the  lady  of  his  choice  a 
happy  and  prosperous  future. 

Bro.  Zimmerman,  who  went  East  a few  weeks 
ago,  writes  that  he  is  owling  for  the  B.  & O.  at 
Bruceton,  Pa. 

Bro.  O.  G.  Hay  and  wife,  of  Westville,  111.; 
Bro.  Fox  and  father,  of  Burnside,  Man.;  Bros. 
Helsaple  and  Rylander,  of  Lacrosse,  Wis.;  J.  M. 
Stone,  Toledo,  O.;  W.  A.  arid  L.  A.  Stuart,  Galla- 
tin, Mo.;  J.  M.  Woolever,  Philippine  Islands; 
Geo.  Reid  and  wife,  Tavistock,  Ont.;  F.  O.  Mc- 
Carthy and  wife,  Argenta,  111.;  F.  L.  Draper, 
Kilbourne,  111.,  and  Sister  Hubbard,  of  Medora, 
111.,  have  attended  the  Fair  since  our  last  write- 
up. 

All  the  brothers  seemed  to  have  had  a good 
time  on  the  4th  of  July.  Some  went  fishing  and 
hunting,  while  others  amused  themselves  in  vari- 
ous ways.  Bro.  Roberts  spent  the  day  angling 
for  the  finny  tribe.  He  reported  catching  one 
weighing  forty  pounds.  It’s  a good  fish  story, 
anyway. 

Bro.  Fogley,  who  was  operated  on  for  ap- 
pendicitis, is  doing  niceiy,  and  will  soon  be  about 
again.  Bro.  Ruth,  who  is  at  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Hospital,  is  also  improving,  and  we  trust  he  will 
be  out  in  the  near  future. 

Bro.  Quick  has  just  returned  home  from  St. 
Paul,  where  he  was  attending  the  C.  T.  U.  of  A. 
convention. 
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Any  brother  in  the  city  who  is  a ball  player, 
should  see  our  captain,  Bro.  Quick.  He  may  sign 
you  for  the  season. 

Some  of  the  No.  a boys  hied  to  Forest  Park 
last  Saturday,  and  played  a game  with  the  St. 
George  Church  nine.  We  expect  to  have  a per- 
manent nine  soon,  and  will  tackle  anything  from 
an  amateur  to  a National  League  team — that’s  us 
All  brothers  visiting  the  city  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  No.  2 meetings,  on  the  first  and 
third  Saturday  night  of  each  month,  at  810  Olive 
St.,  Burlington  Bldg.  Cy  Perkins. 


Moncton  Division,  No.  63. 

Our  regular  correspondent  must  be  doing  his 
share  of  sleeping,  as  we  have  not  seen  a word  in 
our  journal  from  this  division  for  some  time. 
We  trust  he  will  get  onto  his  job  again,  and  try 
and  show  our  brothers  through  the  pages  of  The 
Telegrapher  that  the  I.  C.  R.  boys  are  still  at  it, 
and  as  solid  as  ever. 

Bro.  “P,”  at  “A,”  has  departed  on  his  vaca- 
tion, and  is  at  present  playing  Indian  at  a camp 
across  the  river,  on  the  island.  We  wish  you 
every  enjoyment,  “P.” 

Bro.  “F,”  at  “U,”  has  taken  his  vacation,  and 
gone  into  camp  at  “SX”  with  his  regiment.  It* 
is  said  Capt.  *’F”  is  a good  soldier. 

We  would  ask  Chief  Telegrapher  Bro.  “PC”  to 
accept  our  sympathy  in  the  dangerous  illness  of 
his  mother.  This  coming  so  soon  after  the  terri- 
ble blow  of  the  decease  of  Mrs.  Campbell  a few 
weeks  ago,  will  make  this  one  harder  to  bear. 
This  is  a hard  world  at  its  best,  Percy,  but  take 
courage,  for  although  He  who  doeth  all  things 
sometimes  gives  us  a heavy  burden  to  bear,  yet  he 
always  gives  us  strength  to  bear  it. 

If  thou  should’st  call  me  to  resign 
What  most  I prize — it  ne’er  was  mine; 

I only  yield  thee  what  is  thine;  • 

“Thy  will  be  done.” 

It  is  rumored  that  one  of  our  popular  brothers 
is  about  to  be  one  of  the  participants  in  one  of 
the  most  interesting  events  in  life.  It’s  O.  K., 
Hal,  old  boy;  we  all  join  in  wishing  you  and 
Grace  a very  long  life,  filled  with  much  happi- 
ness 

It  is  rumored  that  Bro.  “G,”  at  “DW,”  is  about 
leaving  for  the  West  to  attend  the  Winnipeg  ex- 
hibition, and  spend  his  vacation.  We  wish  you 
lots  of  pleasure  and  an  enjoyable  trip,  “G.” 

Bro.  Speare,  from  *TY,”  is  off  on  his  vacation, 
and  Bro.  M.  Irvine  White  is  relieving  him.  Can 
you  talk  French  yet,  “H?” 

Bro.  Gray,  who  was  relieving  Bro.  “F”  while 
at  camp,  is  now  relieving  Bro;  “\VA”  at  “UK,” 
who  is  taking  his  vacation. 

W’e  have  heard  that  Bro.  “CA”  has  a new 
trotter,  but  did  not  see  its  name  in  the  lists  of  the 
Maritime  meet  this  season.  Neither  have  we  heard 
whether  it  has  joined  the  O.  R.  T.  yet  or  not. 

Would  ask  the  boys  to  keep  up  courage.  Di- 
vision No.  63  is  as  solid  as  any  now,  and  rail- 
roading flourishing.  Would  also  ask  them  to  at- 


tend the  meetings  as  regularly  as  they  can,  as  this 
goes  a long  ways  towards  keeping  us  solid  and 
making  the  Order  a success. 

Bro.  “R,”  at  “HN,”  spent  his  vacation  in  camp 
at  “SX”  this  season.  He  reports  having  had  a 
fine  time,  and  outside  of  a little  tanning  from 
the  sun  looks  fine  and  hardy. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  St.  John, 
on  the  regular  date.  We  would  like  to  see  a good 
attendance,  and  are  looking  forward  to  the  good 
time  we  have  always  had  at  our  meetings  in  St. 
John,  through  the  untiring  efforts  of  our  most 
worthy  chief  telegrapher,  Bro.  Campbell. 

Bro.  Campbell  has  a good  assistant  and  sup- 
porter in  our  most  worthy  vice-chief  telegrapher, 
Bro.  W.  G.  Peters,  from  “A.”  Would  we  had 
more  members  in  our  division  like  you,  Percy, 
and  Mr.  Peters. 

Hoping  Bro.  Cone  will  try  and  find  time  to 
attend  to  a little  correspondence  for  our  division, 
which,  though  almost  solid,  will  always  require 
a few  words  of  encouragement,  I will  say  fare- 
well. Cert.  xai. 


Jersey  City  Division,  No.  10. 

If  wisdom’s  ways  you’d  wisely  seek, 

Five  things  observe  with  care: 

Of  whom  you  speak,  to  whom  you  speak. 

And  how,  and  when,  and  where. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  held  Satur- 
day, the  16th,  and  wc  had  the  usual  large  attend- 
ance. It  seems  the  brothers  arc  beginning  to 
appreciate  the  fact  of  how  much  can  be  learned 
by  being  a regular  attendant.  Members  from 
every  point  on  this  end  of  the  division  were  on 
hand,  also  some  visiting  brothers  from  our  neigh- 
boring divisions.  Wc  arc  always  glad  to  see 
visitors,  because  a few  words  from  them  always 
gives  us  pointers  as  to  how  things  are  moving  on 
their  respective  railroads. 

On  account  of  initiations  and  the  receipt  of  sev- 
eral applications  to  be  acted  upon,  the  meeting 
did  not  adjourn  until  near  midnight.  Keep  up 
the  good  work,  brothers;  it  certainly  is  pleasing 
to  see  a few  new  members  added  at  each  meeting, 
and  a few  applications  presented  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Brothers  should  always  keep  their  eyes  on  the 
daily  papers  for  advertisements  for  telegraphers, 
and  investigate  them,  advising  the  local  or  Grand 
Division  of  the  result  of  their  investigation. 

A large  number  of  our  Brothers  attended  a 
banquet  given  by  Division  85  on  the  evening  of 
July  the  15th,  and  all  were  very  much  pleased  to 
learn  how  nicely  old  85  can  run  them  off.  It 
was,  of  course,  a local  affair,  but  it  brought  out 
almost  the  entire  membership  of  85,  and  those 
attending  brought  several  new  applications  with 
them  for  that  genial  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Bro.  Parker.  Keep  up  the  good  work,  85. 

Bro.  R.  A.  Youngblood  writes  us  that  he  is 
doing  fine  out  in  California,  he  being  situated  at 
Oakland.  The  brothers  who  know  him  will  be 
glad  to  hear  this,  especially  Bro.  Scanlon,  who 
used  to  go  to  Harlem  with  him. 
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Bro.  Albright,  of  Division  85,  is  holding  "Z,” 
Elisabeth,  down,  nights. 

The  brothers  are  talking  about  holding  a union 
meeting  in  Jersey  City  in  the  early  future,  some- 
thing like  the  one  that  was  held  at  the  Taylor 
Opera  House  in  Trenton,  September  14,  190a, 
the  echoes  of  which  are  still  resounding. 

Bro.  Hanrahan  has  resumed  duty  in  “J”  office 
on  his  regular  trick. 

The  ever-hustling  secretary,  Bro.  Kelling,  says 
that  the  brothers  are  all  up  to  date  for  the  new 
half-year,  and  the  applications  are  coming  in 
nicely. 

Bro.  Brodeur  has  accepted  a position  on  the 
C.  R.  R.  of  N.  J.,  on  account  of  the  extra  work 
being  slack  on  our  division. 

Bros.  Commodore  Kelly,  Capt.  and  Engineer 
Bergen,  and  Wheelman  Savage,  took  the  long 
looked-for  trip  down  the  Passaic  last  Sunday  in 
their  launch.  Some  one  said  that  Bros.  Savage 
and  Kelly  purchased  a Rand  & McNally  map  the 
d3y  before  so  they  would  not  miss  any  prominent 
points.  Anyone  wishing  a trip  on  the  launch 
will  send  their  applications  to  the  commodore. 

Bro.  Breese,  of  Division  85,  is  working  at 
•*CK,”  Newark,  days,  and  should  drop  around  to 
our  meetings  and  make  himself  at  home. 

C.  A.  Meadows  is  solid  O.  R.  T.  again.  We 
welcome  you  to  the  fold,  Bro.  Bader. 

Bro.  Murray  should  bring  Blackwell  with  him 
next  meeting.  The  brothers  would  be  pleased 
to  see  Bob  line  up. 

Bro.  Aitken  is  now  working  the  11  p.  m.  trick 
at  “\VV”  Meadows. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Dunn  should  bring  some  of  the 
brothers  on  the  branch  to  our  meeting.  We 
have  not  seen  them  for  a couple  of  meetings. 

If  the  retrenchment  plan  of  the  Pennsy  keeps 
up  along  the  line,  there  will  be  a large  delegation 
of  good  men  starting  West.  If  they  do,  the 
Pennsy  will  go  hunting  for  men  when  they  get 
ready  to  put  their  full  force  in  motion  again.  It 
is  certainly  very  puzzling  to  pick  up  a train  sheet 
and  see  the  usuai  number  of  summer  passenger 
and  freight  trains  running,  and  then  hear  some 
one  higher  up  saying  the  business  is  poor. 

Bros.  Savage  and  Gaffency  took  a trip  to  Phila- 
delphia Sunday  to  take  a drive  through  Fairmount 
Park. 

Bro.  Geraghty  took  a run  over  to  Philly  to  see 
Fitz  and  O’Brien  display  their  pugilistic  abilities, 
and  as  usual  came  back  with  a wad  of  the  long 
green. 

Bro.  O’Hara,  at  Shanley’s  Cut,  sent  in  a couple 
of  applications  to  the  last  meeting.  Keep  it  up, 
“HR.” 

Bros.  Harrington  and  Sillcox  will  soon  move 
across  the  tracks  at  **RD,”  West  Newark  Jet., 
to  their  new  office,  which  is  nearly  ready  for 
service.  Brothers,  you  should  endeavor  to  con- 
vince Bennet  the  importance  of  filing  his  appli- 
cation before  moving,  so  as  to  make  it  a solid 
O.  R.  T.  office. 

The  candidates  for  member  of  the  Advisory 
Board  are  still  bustling.  An  unusual  amount  of 
printed  matter  is  in  motion  along  the  division, 


but  some  of  it  contains  no  union  label,  which 
certainly  should  not  be  recognized  by  union  men. 
Always  remember  the  motto,  “No  card  no  favors.” 

A large  number  of  brothers  took  a trip  to  Philly 
the  first  of  the  month  to  attend  the  anniversary 
of  Division  30,  and  had  a very  pleasant  time. 
A committee  representing  the  different  divisions 
presented  our  loyal  general  chairman  with  a 
framed  set  of  resolutions.  General  Chairman 
Marr’s  friends  upon  the  Pennsylvania  system  ex- 
ceed by  far  those  of  any  official  in  the  service, 
and  we  all  wish  him  continued  prosperity  and 
good  health. 

Members  should  always  remember  that  by  mak- 
ing a persistent  demand  for  goods  bearing  the 
union  label,  we  bring  about  a change  for  the  bet- 
ter in  the  conditions  of  all.  As  a result  of  creat- 
ing such  a demand  employers  will  employ  only 
union  help,  the  unions  will  increase  in  member- 
ship, and  since  “in  union  there  is  strength,”  the 
workingman’s  just  demands  will  be  respected. 

Let  us,  therefore,  not  cease  propagating  the 
value  of  the  union  label  in  particular  and  union 
labor  in  general,  not  only  until  all  shall  acknowl- 
edge its  value,  but  until  every  article  shall  bear 
the  sign  of  union  labor.  Div.  Cor. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  102. 

Division  102  is  progressing  beyond  expecta- 
tions. The  P.  & R.  O.  R.  T.  members  are  receiv- 
ing the  best  of  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
P.  *&  R.  officials.  Like  other  railroad  officials, 
they  are  beginning  to  understand  that  O.  R.  T. 
members  employed  on  the  P.  & R.  wish  to  give 
the  best  service  possible,  with  pleasant  greetings 
to  each  other,  sort  of  family  affair,  and  do  not 
wish  to  be  compensated  extraordinarily  unless  the 
service  rendered  warrants  it. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  O.  R.  T.  mem- 
bers on  the  P.  & R.  and  its  officials  are  on  better 
terms  with  each  other  at  this  time  than  at  any 
other  time  in  the  history  of  the  P.  & R system. 

Brothers,  don’t  be  hasty  in  jumping  at  conclu- 
sions, as  heretofore  this  has  been  our  principal 
drawback.  Be  sure  you  are  right  then  go  ahead 
in  the  most  pleasan/t  way*  possible.  Hard  words 
never  gain  favors.  Stick  together  as  brothers 
should. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  change  the  meeting 
place  of  Division  102  to  the  vicinity  of  Columbia 
avenue  station,  so  that  P.  & R.  brothers  can  more 
cenveniently  attend. 

Also  that  Division  102  hold  special  meetings 
occasionally  in  the  daytime,  this  to  give  the  night 
men  a chance  to  attend.  Tom. 


Ossining  Division,  No.  99. 

Dissatisfaction  seems  to  be  a predominant  feat- 
ure among  the  boys  along  the  line.  I will  admit 
our  hours  are  long,  and  the  work  hard,  but  you 
will  experience  the  same  condition  of  affairs  on 
other  lines,  and  even  worse.  You  will  forfeit 
the  time  you  have  already  put  in  here,  and  start 
life  anew.  My  brothers,  I urge  you  to  be  more 
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conservative;  it  will  not  be  long  before  our 
general  committee  will  go  down  again,  and  then 
we  will  undoubtedly  get  something  more  than 
we  are  getting  at  the  present  time.  If  you 
leave  here  you  will  not  be  able  to  enjoy  those 
benefits,  but  will  be  compelled  to  go  on  the 
extra  list,  and  we  all  know  what  that  means. 

it  occurs  to  me  that  all  telegraphers  must  have 
been  born  under  an  unlucky  star,  or  was  it  our 
fault  in  not  organizing  sooner?  There  is  no 
question  about  it.  Procrastination  has  always  been 
one  of  our  weaknesses.  Let  us  shake  off  the  old 
shackles  that  have  made  our  positions  what  they 
are  to-day,  and  pursue  a different  course.  By 
that  1 do  not  mean  for  us  to  be  radical,  but  con- 
servative and  full  of  energy.  In  exhibiting  more 
energy,  more  education,  and  more  conservative 
thought,  1 believe  will  assist  us  in  overcoming 
these  difficulties  that  have  always  made  our  posi- 
tions and  our  lives  deplorable. 

Considering  the  responsibilities,  the  length  of 
hours,  and  alertness  our  position  demands,  it  is 
patent  to  all  rational  minded  men  that  we  do  not 
have  sufficient  rest  and  time  for  social  relaxation 
with  our  friends  and  families.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  it  is  hoped  the  company  will  recognize 
our  just  rights,  and  grant  us  more  rest  days  or 
shorter  hours,  when  our  general  committee  corners 
with  them. 

Misfortune  seems,  too,  to  have  been  a pre 
dominant  characteristic  in  the  telegrapher’s  life, 
but  since  we  have  carried  those  burdens  so  long 
and  so  well,  let  us  carry  them  a little  longer. 
They  are  getting  lighter  each  day. 

It  will  not  be  very  long  before  that  grand  old 
nurse  will  come  to  rock  us  to  sleep,  so  let  us  do 
our  work  well,  while  here,  that  those  near  and 
dear  to  us,  and  those  of  the  craft  may  reap  the 
benefits  of  our  efforts. 

Xotcs — 

Bro.  Schulz  appointed  regular  night  man  at 
Duchess  Jet.,  and  is  working  with  Bro.  Patterson. 
“Z”  says  he  likes  the  job  all  right,  but  don’t 
like  the  bees  very  well. 

Bro.  Kidney  has  chhngcd  his  boarding  house 
from  Ossming  to  Peckskill.  We  were  all  sur- 
prised, William,  to  hear  of  your  sudden  change, 
and  tried  hard  to  learn  the  cause.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent he  does  not  believe  “absence  makes  the  heart 
grow  fonder. 

It  is  reported  that  Bro.  Hcidel,  at  “BS,”  57 
nights,  has  taken  up  the  practice  of  medicine. 
He  is  a graduate  of  Long  Point  Medical  College. 

Bro.  Towner  is  holding  down  Poughkeepsie  sta- 
tion, nights,  until  regular  man  returns. 

Bro.  Burns,  regular  relief  man  at  Poughkeepsie, 
is  taking  a much  needed  rest. 

Bro.  Covert,  at  “BS”  5 8J4,  has  joined  the 
anti-cigarette  club.  Bro.  West  says  the  end  of 
the  tobacco  trust  is  in  sight. 

Bro.  Meara  has  entered  a pen  of  Plymouth 
Rock  chickens  at  the  btate  Fair.  We  hope  you 
get  a blue  ribbon,  “ME.” 


Bro.  W.  Lockard  is  reported  as  carrying  a. 
perpetual  smile.  He  is  working  eight  hours.  Bro. 
Frolich  affected  also. 

Bro.  Ludlow  is  going  to  Buffalo.  Rumor  says 
Ben  will  come  back  a benedict. 

Bro.  Slavin  and  family  start  on  their  vacation 
to-day.  They  expect  to  go  to  the  Catskill  Moun- 
tains. When  they  return  Bro.  Slavin  expects  to 
have  an  operation  performed  on  his  nose.  We 
hope  it  will  be  a successful  one,  Tully. 

Bro.  N.  W.  Hoff  is  back  at  work  again,  having 
had  a severe  attack  of  indigestion.  Being  unable 
to  work  twelve  hours,  he  worked  the  last  trick  at 
Fishknl  for  a couple  of  weeks.  He  is  now  work- 
ing his  regular  trick  at  Hastings. 

Bro.  Kneipp  has  attended  every  meeting  held 
the  past  month.  We  appreciate  your  presence, 
Henry;  when  we  see  you  come  we  are  sure  of  ac 
eloquent  speech.  That  is  what  we  all  enjoy. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Dean,  at  Croton  Point,  is  the  proud 
possessor  of  a hen  with  chicks.  Look  out  for 
Marcoux. 

Bro.  J.  Moss  spent  his  relief  day  out  fishing. 
Not  being  accustomed  to  the  water,  John  came 
home  sick.  This  is  the  second  attempt,  and  the 
last. 

Bro.  J.  Deegan  working  first  trick  at  Tarry- 
town  in  Bro.  Woods’  place.  Blauvelt. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  30. 

The  vacation  days  are  upon  us,  with  all  that 
the  term  implies,  and  we  feel  that  a respite  would 
not  be  amiss  along  the  correspondent  line,  and 
might  be  enjoyed  by  our  readers  as  well,  but 
we  do  not  like  to  pass  a month  by  without  being 
represented  m The  Telegrapher,  so  here  goes. 

'lhe  attendance  at  our  July  meeting  was  not 
quite  so  large  as  the  previous  month,  owing  no 
doubt  to  the  vacation  list  being  on  in  full.  A 
goodly  number  were  out,  however,  and  several  pe- 
titions received.  Yours  truly  had  another  engage- 
ment, and  was  absent  for  an  hour  and  a halt  dur- 
ing the  meeting,  and  is  for  that  reason  somewhat 
short  on  the  happenings  of  the  session. 

Bro.  Marr  made  known  to  the  boys  how  deeply 
he  appreciated  the  mark  of  esteem  shown  him  by 
the  division,  on  the  occasion  of  the  twelfth  anni- 
versary of  No.  30 

Speaking  of  the  occasion,  we  had  a goodly 
crowd  present  on  the  date — July  1.  Among  others 
present  were  Past- President  Dolphin,  Director 
Marr,  Past  Chief  Telegrapher  Bro.  J.  L.  Hughes, 
of  Div.  30;  Bro.  Ellinger,  of  Div.  3,  and  several 
representatives  from  Divisions  17,  33,  52,  84,  85, 
10,  26,  4,  102,  and  several  others  whom  I am  un- 
able to  recall  at  this  time.  We  had  a book  cir- 
culating, getting  the  ’sigs”  of  those  present,  as  a 
reminder  of  the  occasion,  but  it  is  not  within  my 
reach  at  this  time,  so  can  not  go  into  details. 
About  150  partook  of  the  buffet  lunch  which  fol- 
lowed the  speech  making  and  presentation  of  the 
set  of  resolutions  to  Bro.  Marr.  These  same  reso- 
lutions were  the  basis  for  the  “occasion,”  be  it 
known,  though  few  understood  it  that  way,  least 
of  all  the  recipient  of  them.  The  committee  in 
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charge  ot  the  affair  underestimated  the  crowd, 
not  quite  enugh  eatables  of  certain  kinds,  and 
the  wet  goods  seemed  to  disappear  very  sudden. 
I heard  one  brother  say  afterwards  that  he  had 
three  deviled  crabs  and  four  bottles  of  the  stuff 
that  made  Milwaukee  famous. 

Bro.  Hughes  makes  a first-class  presiding  officer, 
and  did  much  to  make  the  speakers  feel  at  home. 
He  was  the  recipient  of  the  large  boquet  of  roses 
which  adorned  his  stand. 

Bro.  Dolphin  was  :n  his  usual  trim,  and  held 
our  attention  closely  for  over  an  hour.  Bro. 
Marr  gave  us  a history  of  3°- 

Chairman  Hughes  called  on  the  orators  present, 
all  but  a few  giving  us  a short  talk.  A repre- 
sentative of  tue  Western  Federation  of  Miners 
was  present,  and  gave  us  an  interesting  review 
and  insight  into  the  troubles  in  Colorado.  Every 
one  who  reads  is  well  acquainted  with  those  con- 
ditions, as  far  as  the  daily  press  will  publish 
them.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  miners’  side 
of  the  trouble  is  given  scant  space,  and  all  dis- 
turbances laid  at  their  door,  and  overt  acts  of  the 
opposition  minimized.  It  will  be  a miscarriage  of 
justice,  if,  after  this  affair  has  quieted  down,  a 
few  of  these  officers  of  the  law  in  Colorado,  who 
have  abetted  the  corporations,  are  not  put  where 
they  have  had  large  numbers  of  the  union  miners 
— in  the  bull  pen. 

One  of  the  questions  of  interest  hereabouts  at 
this  time  is,  Will  we  have  a system  division  on 
the  P.  R.  R.?  It  is  a question  that  each  member 
should  read  up  on.  We  might  have  a vote  on 
the  question  soon.  Get  down  to  it,  boys.  Write 
your  friends  who  may  be  on  a system  division, 
and  get  their  views. 

Bros.  J.  J.  O’Hara  and  Harry  Bishing,  who 
have  been  laid  up  for  some  time,  are  rapidly 
improving. 

Bros.  Meek  and  Campbell  have  both  returned 
from  their  vacations,  and  taken  up  the  thread 
of  duty  as  assistant  managers  at  “JR." 

Reduction  of  the  telegraph  force  in  “PO"  and 
"JR"  equals  eleven  men.  It  is  not  likely  that 
they  will  Suffer  for  employment  elsewhere,  as 
the  demand  for  good  men  is  fairly  good.  Pro- 
miscuous teaching  of  the  art  is  not  so  extensively 
practiced  as  formerly.  Tt  is  at  such  times  as 
these  that  we  have  brought  home  to  us  the  harm 
done  to  the  craft  by  student  teaching.  Those 
who  make  a practice  of  doing  it  are  not  our 
friends,  and  we  should  not  forget  them.  We 
know  not  when  it  may  be  up  to  us  to  go  on  the 
hont  for  a “posish,"  so  beware. 

Some  half  a dozen  names  of  those  who  have 
lost  interest  in  our  work,  were  read  off  at  the 
last  meeting  and  dropped  from  the  rolls.  It  seems 
strange  that  anyone  who  thought  anything  of  his 
craft,  his  means  of  earning  a living,  could  so 
soon  lose  interest  in  the  organization  that  has 
done  so  much  for  them.  Those  who  stick  to  the 
ship  will  pull  all  the  harder,  however. 

Bro.  Jas.  Wilfred  Harrison  and  wife,  nee  Miss 
Sadie  Turner,  spent  their  honeymoon  with  rela- 
tives in  Junction  City,  Kansas,  visiting  the  World's 
Fair  at  St  Louis  on  their  way  back.  They  ar- 


rived home  on  the  4th  inst.  Bro.  Harrison  was 
unfortunate  in  being  laid  off  while  on  this  trip, 
owing  to  the  reduction  of  force,  but  was  put  on 
as  an  available  man,  and  is  making  out  very 
well  covering  “extras.” 

Bro.  Blye  was  another  of  the  unfortunates  to 
suffer  by  the  reduction,  and  has  left  for  the 
Smoky  City,  where  he  has  a position  with  the 
Western  Union.  We  wish  him  success. 

Bro.  Jas.  F.  Smith  spent  his  vacation  at  Ocean 
City,  N.  J.  He  reports  having  a good  time,  and 
the  fishing  very  good. 

Bro.  Jas.  A.  Donahue  has  been  away  on  his 
vacation,  and  is  due  back  within  a day  or  so. 
Jamie  intended  to  honor  the  valley  of  the  Per- 
kiomen  with  his  presence. 

Bro.  Frazier  is  away  at  this  writing.  Suppose 
“FZ”  is  up  the  state  as  usual. 

One  thing  I forgot  to  mention  in  its  place  in 
speaking  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners, 
Division  30  donated  the  sum  of  $10  towards  help- 
ing them  on  in  their  cause.  It  seems  from  mut- 
terings  over  the  country  that  unionism  is  being 
prodded  to  a certain  extent,  possibly  to  feel  them, 
and  see  what  they  will  take,  etc.  It  behooves  us 
to  stand  together,  keep  coolheaded  and  conserva- 
tive, strengthen  our  organizat;on,  and  be  prepared 
to  help  our  brethren,  who  are  indirectly,  perhaps, 
fighting  for  us.  Errol. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  4. 

Regular  meeting  of  Division  No.  4 held  at  the 
appointed  time  with  good  turnout  and  interesting 
events.  Three  new  ones  added  to  the  list  and 
more  to  follow. 

Among  the  other  articles  was  the  Colorado 
scandal,  which  was  acted  upon  favorably.  Suffice 
to  say  that  the  Citizens'  Alliance  will  soon  be 
howling  from  the  lash  of  their  own  whip. 

Bro.  Brown  has  returned  from  his  vacation 
looking  better,  feeling  better  and  poorer,  of  course. 

The  anniversary  of  No.  30  given  July  1 was  all 
that  could  be  expected,  and  the  promoters  are 
to  be  given  credit. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a report  to  the  effect  that 
one  of  our  hoys,  name  is  Thomas  Jeremiah  Ad- 
kin,  localed  in  the  reg*'on  of  Mantua  tower,  called 
“SY,”  while  soiourning  at  the  seashore  recently, 
met  with  the  misfortune  of  having  his  trousers 
stolen  while  in  bathing,  and  was  compelled  to  run 
in  his  bathing  suit  to  “K”  tower  and  identify  h;m- 
self.  A graft  of  four  dollars  had  to  be  made 
for  a new  pair,  which  Tommy  says  were  iust  like 
the  overalls  that  Boles  wears  at  “3”  office,  and 
he  believes  that  Boles  has  an  interest  in  that 
store,  and  concocted  the  scheme  purposely. 

Our  latest  report  shows  Bros.  Buchter  and  Mc- 
Connel,  who  were  off  sick,  are  both  back  at 
work,  and  the  membership  with  the  exception  of 
Bro.  Lichty  generally  in  good  health. 

New  cards  are  out,  and  they  are  being  flashed 
in  all  directions. 

Many  of  the  boys  are  enjoying  their  annual 
vacations  (but  not  passes)  and  contributions  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  We  find  it  almost 
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impossible  to  get  the  members  to  report  what  is 
now  at  their  respective  offices,  and  this  naturally 
makes  your  correspondent’s  duties  one  not  to  be 
envied. 

Retrenchment  still  continues  to  be  the  watch- 
word in  railroad  circles,  although  we  hope  the 
worst  has  happened  in  the  telegraph  department. 
The  force  in  “UD,”  Harrisburg  has  been  re- 
duced slightly,  two  men  being  taken  away. 

Bros.  Ryan  and  Bucher  returned  to  “UD”  from 
“PO,”  the  force  at  “PO”  having  been  reduced 
nine  men. 

The  boys  are  again  occupying  their  old  head- 
quarters in  the  superintendent’s  office  at  Harris- 
burg. which  has  been  remodeled  and  greatly  im- 
proved since  the  fire  of  several  months  ago. 

The  message  room  is  simply  fine,  and  the  tables 
are  all  equipped  with  the  latest  model  instruments, 
also  a beautiful,  large,  new  switchboard  of  latest 
design  graces  this  room.  In  the  train  dispatch- 
er’s room  arc  also  a set  of  new  instruments. 
Every  one  feels  justly  proud  of  these  improve- 
ments. 

Bros.  Byler  and  Nagle,  “F”  office,  are  enjoy 
ing  their  vacations.  We  learn  that  Bro.  Byler 
will  visit  Newark,  N.  J.,  before  returning  to  duty, 
and  we  know  why.  Also  St.  Louis.  Can’t  sav 
where  Bro.  Nagle  is  going  to,  but  can  guess. 

Bro.  Leamon,  “F”  office,  is  experimenting  with 
a Yetman  transmitter,  and  is  making  us  all 
“scratch”  a bit  to  get  it  down. 

Our  genial  local  chairman,  Bro.  Ricker,  seems 
very  quiet  as  to  when  he  will  take  his  vacation. 
More  than  ordinary  interest  is  connected  with  this 
vacation,  as  we  “13”  two  hearts  will  beat  as  one 
on  this  trip.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  remind 
“RX”  that  we  smoke.  He  knows  that. 

“NZ”  block  station  has  been  made  an  eight-hour 
office,  but  the  expected  scramble  for  the  best 
tricks  did  not  occur  as  expected.  This  is  no 
doubt  due  to  the  salary  connected  therewith,  which 
is  the  minimum,  of  $49. so-  “Annual.  ' 


Jersey  Shore  Division,  No.  98. 

Jersey  Shore  Division,  No.  98,  met  at  Lock 
Haven  in  regular  session  on  July  20  with  a full 
house,  with  Bro.  Lambert,  our  general  chairman, 
from  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Division  90,  wielding  the 
gavel.  Bro.  Lambert  gave  us  a general  review 
of  the  work  done  on  the  N.  Y.  C.  system  in  the 
past  three  years  in  the  way  of  organization,  and 
what  still  remains  to  be  done.  The  N.  Y.  C. 
system  is  in  a very  flourishing  condition  to-day, 
due  mainly  to  individual  effort  by  every  one  get- 
ting busy.  Bro.  Lambert  was  followed  by  Bro. 
Blim,  our  general  secretary  and  treasurer,  from 
Chili  station. 

Tile  Pennsy  Division  seems  to  be  the  branch  that 
wants  to  be  looked  after  more  closely.  Bros. 
Blim  and  Lambert  w'ere  over  the  div’sion  trying 
to  perfect  our  orgnni7ation.  The  N.  Y.  C.  boys 
have  a ve^y  bright  future  ahead  if  they  will  only 
stand  by  their  convictions. 

Bro.  Morresy.  from  Philadelphia  Division,  No.  4, 
was  also  present,  and  gave  us  a very  pleasing 


talk.  After  these  three  visiting  brothers  were 
through,  nearly  every  one  present  wanted  to  have 
something  to  say,  and  it  was  m hard  task  for 
Bro.  Lambert  to  accord  the  floor  to  any  one  as 
there  were  three  or  four  on  their  feet  aa  soon 
as  one  sat  down.  He  had  more  trouble  with  Bro. 
Wilson,  as  he  w'anted  to  say  something  all  the 
time.  The  only  one  present  who  could  not  get  a 
chance  to  swell  up  was  Bro.  Andy  Harris.  He 
was  so  far  back  in  the  corner  that  Bro.  Lambert 
took  no  notice  of  him.  We  noticed  that  Bro. 
Martenis  tvas  inclined  to  be  a little  quiet  too, 
due  more  on  account  of  his  family  being  away 
from  home  for  over  a week. 

Bro.  Thomas  Rhen,  the  noisiest  man  present, 
gave  us  a talk  that  was  to  the  point.  Bro.  Long 
clapped  the  climax  when  he  sang  the  solo.  Bro. 
Davis  was  present  with  his  ever-pleasant  smile, 
and  seemed  to  think  there  was  no  place  like  home. 
Bro.  Young,  from  McElhatten,  was  with  us,  and 
enjoyed  the  song  of  Bro.  Long,  and  the  witty 
sayings  of  Bro.  Rhen,  but  he  can  give  us  cards 
and  spades  when  it  comes  to  dancing  the  fisher’s 
hornpipe. 

We  had  another  brother  present,  but  I can’t  re- 
call his  name.  If  called  upon  to  describe  him,  I 
would  say  he  was  tall  and  not  very  wide  out  dur- 
ing the  meeting,  but  expanded  somewhat  after 
we  retired  to  the  banquet  room.  He  had  a long 
flowing  mustache  that  could  be  readily  tied  be- 
hind his  ears,  deep-set  eyes,  with  a greenish  cast; 
his  teeth  were  perfect,  and  his  ears  were  the 
only  thing  about  him  that  denoted  his  superiority. 
This  brother  spends  his  time  somewhere  on  the 
B.  Creek  between  Snowshoe  and  B.  Creek.  Take 
it  all  in  all,  it  was  a jolly,  good  crowd,  and  we 
had  a jolly  good  time,  in  a jolly  good  town. 

After  we  all  had  an  opportunity  to  say  some- 
thing for  the  good  of  the  Order,  we  retired  to 
the  banquet  room  where  our  ever-hungry  secretary 
had  a sumptuous  spread  waiting  as  a little  sur- 
prise. 

We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the  teleg- 
raphers were  so  inclined,  and  would  take  the  stand 
we  could  sit  down  to  such  a dinner  every  day, 
with  our  sweet  little  wife  and  babies  all  seated 
at  our  side,  and  a waiting  maid  to  help,  instead 
of  our  wife  standing  in  the  kitchen  doing  the 
work,  and  then  waiting  on  the  table.  Get  wise, 
boys,  and  do  your  duty,  and  this  good  supper 
or  dinner  will  be  a reality  in  a very  short  time. 

Cigars  were  passed  and  we  notice  that  all  of 
the  boys  smoked.  Strange  that  a telegrapher  at  a 
banquet  will  smoke  a cigar,  and  at  his  work  any 
old  pipe  is  good  enough.  Ask  him  why.  and  he 
will  tell  you  that  he  can’t  afford  cigars  at  the 
money  he  makes.  Whose  fault,  boys?  Why.  if 
you  only  knew,  you  could  smoke  10c  cigars  three 
times  a day.  After  you  know  it.  you  must  get 
busy  and  help  to  hustle,  not  w*ait  for  some  one 
else  to  do  all  the  hustling. 

After  cigars  we  retired  to  the  Pensy  depot, 
where  Bros.  Rhen  and  Martenis  safely  placed 
aboard  the  flyer  in  charge  of  Bros.  Blim  and 
Lambert,  who  accompanied  Martenis  hoqpe. 
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Wishing  we  could  have  many  more  such  en- 
thusiastic meetings,  and  extending  a vote  of  thanks 
to  our  worthy  secretary,  Bro.  Harris,  and  Bro. 
Long,  we  all  said  good  by. 

We  must  look  up  Bros.  Berry  and  Miller,  our 
Beech  Creek  boys;  they  are  getting  rusty  and 
need  a little  help.  “MC”  of  “RN"  is  advertising 
for  the  busy  bee;  just  look  at  his  cap. 

Let  us  wake  up  and  see  that  none  of  the  nons 
are  slighted,  as  I think  they  will  all  want  to 
be  with  us  in  the  near  future. 

We  meet  at  Lock  Haven  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  every  month.  Come  one,  come  all,  and 
enjoy  thq  good  things  and  help  push  the  old 
O.  R.  T.  cart  along.  Cert.  291 19. 


Meridian  Division,  No.  94. 

Old  94  is  still  on  top  and  doing  business  as 
usual.  Seven  new  members  since  July  1.  That’s 
good,  but  it  could  be  seventy  as  easy  if  each  one 
of  you  would  do  your  best,  and  send  in  just 
one  new  member.  Try  it,  boys,  and  see  how 
we  will  grow. 

The  L.  & N.  are  still  at  their  old  tricks,  send- 
the  C.  D.  over  the  line  to  find  out  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  and  firing  them  when  found. 
So  if  you  boys  have  any  self-respect  stay  away 
from  the  L.  & N. 

So  far  Division  94  has  succeeded  in  placing 
all  of  her  men  who  have  been  fired  for  belong- 
ing to  the  Order,  and  right  now  we  could  place 
five  or  six  more  such  men  if  we  knew  where  to 
find  them.  I would  say  to  you  L.  & N.  boys, 
don’t  be  bluffed  into  staying  out  of  the  Order, 
but  join  the  Order,  do  your  whole  duty  for  the 
company,  and  just  let  them  fire  whenever  they 
get  ready.  There  are  lots  of  jobs,  and  better  ones 
than  the  L.  & N.  have  to  offer  too.  One  of  our 
men  that  they  fired  from  a $45  night  job  not 
long  ago.  is  now  getting  $60  working  days.  That’s 
what  we  do  for  them.  So  I say  again,  boys,  don’t 
let  them  bluff  you.  Come  into  the  Order  and  we 
believe  we  can  take  care  of  you  if  you  can  hit 
the  hall. 

“Every  dog  has  its  day,”  and  the  day  of  oppres- 
sion of  our  men  by  officials  of  the  L.  & N.  have 
about  reached  their  limit  Our  day  will  come. 
Watch  us. 

Do  yon  boys  on  that  pike  know  that  your 
salaries  are  below  those  paid  by  other  roads, 
and  that  a slave  should  be  treated  with  more  re- 
spect than  you  are  treated?  Their  only  object 
in  fighting  the  Order  is  to  keep  you  in  the  dark, 
and  make  you  a willing  victim  to  their  greediness. 
Why  don’t  you  come  out  and  be  a man.  They 
wouldn’t  have  to  fire  me.  I simply  wouldn’t  work 
for  any  road  that  resorted  to  the  low  means  that 
they  do  to  prevent  men  from  obtaining  justice. 

The  law  says  you  have  a right  to  organize. 
Are  you  going  to  let  them  take  this  liberty  from 
you  for  the  sake  of  a $4 S job?  If  so  you  can 
rest  assured  that  they  will  take  other  liberties 
also,  and  one  by  one  you  will  be  deprived  of  your 
rights  as  aa  American  citizen  until  your  condi* 


tion  would  be  worse  than  slavery,  and  not  only 
you,  but  your  posterity  will  suffer. 

Your  fathers  dared  to  face  the  cannon's  mouth 
for  what  they  deemed  right.  Would  you  dishonor 
their  names  by  showing  fear,  when  you  have  noth- 
ing to  lose  but  a position  which  should  be  hateful 
to  any  liberty-loving  man  on  account  of  the  op- 
pression ? 

Be  a man!  Join  the  Order  and  let  the  future 
take  care  of  itself. 

God  feeds  the  sparrows,  and  are  you  not  worth 
more  than  many  sparrows?  So  also  shall  you  be 
fed.  Cert.  28. 


Reading  Division,  No.  136. 

Not  seeing  anything  in  the  journal  from  this 
end  for  some  time,  will  try  and  write  a few 
lines.  • f 

Business  seems  a little  slack  just  now  on  every- 
thing but  students;  have  a good  surplus  of  them. 

“J"  office  is  now  up  to  date,  and  glad  to  hear 
it.  Now  “D"  and  “DN”  come  to  the  division 
room.  You  will  be  welcomed  there. 

Bro.  “B”  at  "BS"  is  off  on  a vacation  at  At- 
lantic City.  Better  hurry  back,  **B,”  or  the 
Lebanon  telegraph  school  will  be  moved  to  “BS." 

Bro.  “U,”  at  “BI,"  is  back  at  work  again  after 
a trip  to  St.  Louis.  Bro.  “R,”  from  “MH,"  held 
“Bl,”  down  during  his  absence. 

Wc  are  st'll  among  the  underpaid.  Nearly 
every  employe  at  different  trades  receives  more 
than  we.  Do  you  think  their  responsibility  greater 
than  ours?  I say-  no.  The  man  at  the  key  earns 
more  than  12 cents  an  hour.  We  are  way  be- 
hind in  wages  comparing  with  other  roads.  Sec- 
tion foremen  get  19  cents  per  hour,  carpenters 
19  and  21  cents  per  hour.  Do  you  see  anything 
fair  about  that?  If  we  are  not  worth  20  cents 
per  hour  we  are  not  worth  anything.  The  O.  R. 
T.  is  what  we  make  it.  Every  member  should 
know  that  he  has  a work  to  do,  and  do  it.  Let 
me  say  that  in  the  division  room  is  the  place  to 
do  it  Cert.  50. 


Providence  Division,  No,  35. 

Well,  the  months  do  certainly  roll  around. 
Here  I was  feeling  good  over  the  fact  that  my 
next  letter  was  not  due  until  after  the  August 
meeting,  when  the  idea  suddenly  struck  me  that 
one  was  due  the  August  Telegrapher.  Then  I 
realized  that  it  was  up  to  me  to  get  busy  if  I 
wished  to  escape  being  court  martialed,  and  lose 
the  number  of  my  mess.  I hope  the  brothers 
will  overlook  any  shortcomings  that  may  appear  in 
this  letter,  and  I will  faithfully  promise  to  be 
on  time  in  the  future. 

The  July  meeting  was  very  well  attended  for  a 
midsummer  meeting,  but  the  difference  from  the 
June  meeting  certainly  demonstrated  beyond  the 
slndow  of  a doubt  that  a great  many  of  the  boys 
only  make  an  effort  to  attend  meetings,  when  it 
is  known  that  there  is  to  be  a collation  or  en- 
tertainment Brothers,  this  is  wrong,  especially 
at  tuts  time.  We  need  every  member’s  presence 
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from  now  on.  It  is  the  only  way  you  will  know 
what  is  going  on,  and  will  enable  you  to  keep 
in  touch  with  the  general  committee  through  your 
local  chairmen,  who  are  usually  present. 

Now,  a word  in  closing.  There  are,  and  un- 
doubtedly will  be  later,  all  kinds  of  rumors  cir- 
culated in  regard  to  the  Order  and  its  officers, 
both  general  and  local.  Pay  no  attention  tc  any- 
thing you  may  hear  outside  of  the  division  room 
in  regard  to  any  official  of  the  O.  R.  T.  Remem- 
ber that  any  act  by  a member  or  officer  that 
will  in  any  way  bring  discredit  upon  the  Order 
will  be  thoroughly  investigated  and  immediate 
action  will  be  taken  against  whoever  the  guilty 
one  may  be.  It  is  a fact  that  as  soon  as  a man 
identifies  himself  with  a labor  movement  of  any 
kind,  people  are  ready  to  believe  him  guilty  of 
any  crime  on  the  calendar,  where,  in  private  life, 
such  reports  would  not  be  credited  for  a moment. 
Brother  workers  should  be  the  last  to  believe 
anything  against  one  another  without  convincing 
proof.  Div.  Cor. 

Altoona  Division,  No.  86. 

Brothers,  as  the  time  is  at  hand  for  correspond- 
ence to  be  in  St.  Louis,  will  endeavor  to  give  you 
a short  note.  I did  not  have  time  to  prepare  any 
for  last  month  on  account  of  working  all  kinds 
of  hours.  Kindly  excuse  me.  I know  you  are 
always  anxious  to  see  the  notes  of  No.  86. 

We  are  proud  to  say  No.  86  is  coming  right  up 
to  the  standard,  and  is  doing  good  work.  This 
is  what  we  want,  and  would  ask  that  every  brother 
try  to  bring  one  or  two  new  members  in  each 
month,  until  we  have  them  all  safely  in  the  fold. 
Just  think  of  it;  766  new  members  admitted  during 
the  month  of  June.  Why  this  is  more  than  fine 

Let  us  get  right  down  to  work  and  see  if  we 
can’t  get  all  of  the  old  nons  around  Altoona  and 
the  connecting  branches  that  have  been  telling  us 
that  they  are  coming  in.  I tell  you,  friends,  that 
right  now  is  the  best  time  that  you  will  ever 
get  to  come  into  the  O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  Myers  and  Bro.  McCoy  took  in  the  twelfth 
anniversary  and  reception  of  Division  30.  which 
was  held  in  Philadelphia,  July  1,  1904.  They 
spent  a very  pleasant  time,  and  met  quite  a num- 
ber of  the  brothers  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

There  have  been  wonderful  changes  made  in 
Altoona  in  all  the  P.  R.  R.  departments.  About 
a, 500  men  have  been  reduced  in  hours  and  about 
two-thirds  of  this  number  have  been  thrown  out 
of  employment.  The  telegraph  department  has 
been  affected  very  much  by  reducing  the  force. 

At  “CD,”  six  men  are  doing  almost  the  amount 
of  work  that  it  took  nine  men  to  do. 

The  tnree  switchmen  have  been  taken  away  from 
“RO,”  and  three  telegraphers  put  on,  throwing 
their  own  switches  and  handling  about  600  cars  in 
twelve  hours.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  “RO”  is 
a solid  O.  R.  T.  office. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Adams,  formerly  at  “RO.”  passed 
through  Altoona  on  the  20th  inst.  enroute  to  St. 
Louis  and  other  western  cities.  Best  wishes  and 
a swell  time  to  you,  George. 


Bro.  Myers,  our  former  secretary  and  treasurer, 
is  also  rusticating  in  Chicago  and  other  western 
cities.  Many  good  wishes  and  much  success  to 
you,  “VT,”  and  don’t  forget  Division  No.  86. 
We  miss  you  very  much.  Div.  86  extends  her 
best  wishes  to  all  brothers  who  have  gone  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere.  Don’t  forget  the  little 
button  which  you  wear  on  your  coat. 

Bro.  J.  D.  Schaffer,  of  “RO,”  is  spending  his 
vacation  in  eastern  cities. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  that  “1”  office  is  the 
only  non  office  in  the  Altoona  yard.  Boys,  won’t 
you  come  in  with  us  now?  Don’t  wait  on  the 
other  fellow  to  make  the  start,  but  you  make  it. 
The  other  fellow  may  be  waiting  on  you. 

Brothers,  don’t  forget  our  meeting  days  and 
nights,  and  try  to  get  around  if  possible. 

Notice — 

Address  all  communications,  dues,  etc.,  to  Bro. 
R.  Ulysses  Cline,  No.  am,  Beale  ave.,  Altoona, 
Pa.,  who  has  been  elected  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  Division  No.  86,  for  unexpired  term  of 
Bro.  R.  A.  Myers,  who  left  this  vicinity. 

Div.  Cor. 

Boston  Division,  No.  89. 

At  our  regular  meeting  of  July  2,  fifteen  appli 
cants  were  initiated  and  six  applications  read. 
Meeting  of  July  17  six  applicants  were  initiated 
and  eight  applications  read,  with  a large  attend- 
ance at  both  meetings. 

We  have  been  up  against  lots  of  the  nons,  and 
when  they  are  asked  to  join  the  O.  R.  T.  some 
say,  “Well,  I am  going  to  quit  railroading  soon, 
or  I would  join.”  Why  don’t  you  join  now,  then 
quit  railroading  whenever  you  please,  and  while 
you  are  railroading  keep  in  the  Order?  You  can 
do  no  good  outside,  but  you  can  do  lots  of  good 
on  the  inside,  not  only  for  yourself,  but  for 
others.  Then  again  we  meet  the  man  who  says. 
“I  can’t  join,  but  you  have  my  sympathy,  and  I 
will  help  you  out  all  I can.”  This  organization 
would  not  last  long  on  sympathy;  in  fact,  we 
would  never  be  here  if  sympathy  had  to  organize 
this  road.  There  is  no  use  standing  on  the  fence; 
get  down  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

Each  member  owes  a duty  to  himself  and  his  co- 
workers  to  do  something  to  promote  the  progress 
of  the  Order.  Don’t  lay  down  and  wait  for  some 
other  fellow  to  do  it.  You  are  just  as  much  con 
cerned  in  the  matter  as  any  other  man  on  your 
division;  it  is  just  as  much  your  business  to  take 
an  actual  part  in  obtaining  what  justly  belongs 
to  you,  as  it  is  for  you  to  sign  your  pay  roll,  and 
take  the  increase  in  salary  that  others  have  oh 
tained  for  you.  If  you  feel  that  you  have  no 
time  to  take  an  active  interest  in  keeping  up  the 
membership  of  the  Order,  do  at  least  put  the 
official  button  on  the  lapel  of  your  coat  or  vest. 
It  is  a badge  of  honor  to  wear  that  button,  and 
has  a great  effect  on  the  nons,  toning  and  brac- 
ing them  up  until  finally  they  seek  an  application 
blank  for  membership,  Wear  the  buttons,  broth- 
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era,  and  let  them  all  know  you  belong  to  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

Get  after  the  nons  and  get  after  them  red  hot. 
Do  not  let  up  until  you  have  every  eligible  non 
in  the  fold.  The  trouble  is  some  of  our  members 
become  luke-warm  and  allow  one  or  two  members 
to  do  all  the  work.  If  you  all  desire  to  remain 
just  where  you  are  with  your  present  salaries 
and  hours  of  duty  just  keep  up  your  lukewarmness 
and  your  desire  will  be  satisfied. 

Bro.  Aldrich,  of  *RX,”  is  on  a few  weeks  vaca- 
tion takmg  a tour  through  the  west,  Bro.  Gourley 
relieving  him. 

J.  C Leonard,  formerly  day  man  “FA”  tower, 
has  resigned.  Bro.  Jacobs  promoted  from  night  to 
day  man.  H.  J.  Bardol,  formerly  of  “FB,”  but 
who  has  recently  been  in  the  train  service,  has 
accepted  position  as  night  man.  His  application 
is  going  in  next  meeting. 

Bro.  Murphy,  night  man  at  “RU,”  has  resigned 
and  A.  J.  Burke,  formerly  messenger  at  “F,”  re 
lieving  him.  He  will  soon  be  ready  to  join  us. 

Bro.  Hale,  of  °SU”  tower,  is  seen  down  at 
“F”  quite  often  lately.  Think  he  is  looking  for 
his  better  half. 


Albany  Division,  No.  78. 

D.  & H.  Notes— 

Division  78  has  indeed  b*en  making  history. 
For  the  first  time  as  an  organuition  the  telegra- 
phers of  this  road  have  been  represented  before 
its  officials  by  a committee,  who  have  succeeded 
with  the  help  of  our  worthy  second  vice-president, 
in  securng  a schedule;  a schedule  that  gives  us 
the  right  to  bid  for  all  vacancies,  will  -enable 
those  who  work  every  day  in  the  year  to  secure 
one  day  in  the  month,  or  twelve  at  one  time  for 
vacation  with  pay. 

Have  we  not  indeed  won  a victory?  Have  we 
not  obtained  what  every  organization  must  first 
win  in  order  to  gain  future  success,  namely, 
recognition?  To-day  we  stand  equal  to  the  other 
recognized  bodies  on  this  road  having  a signed 
agreement  between  ourselves  and  its  officials  which 
they  are  in  honor  bound  to  live  up  to. 

Do  you  think  we  will  stop  here?  No,  not  un- 
less we  become  careless  and  indifferent,  and  con- 
sider our  work  done.  In  fact,  we  have  only  just 
begun.  We  are  not  solid  and  were  not  when  we 
gained  our  schedule.  It  only  proves  what  could 
be  done  with  a solid  organization.  For  the  past 
month  or  two  we  have  been  doing  work  that 
should  have  been  completed  over  a year  ago,  and 
when  we  consider  that  we  were  not  solid  at  the 
time  our  committee  went  to  the  front  our  gain 
has  certainly  been  great.  It  remains  for  us  to 
shot*  our  appreciation  to  the  company  for  what 
we  have  been  granted,  for  we  must  remember 
that  we  are  now  on  trial  as  an  organization. 
Therefore,  let  us  prove  that  we  are  worthy  of 
our  hire,  and  the  company  wiH  have  no  cause 
to  regret  recognizing  the  O.  R.  T. 

Our  meeting  Saturday  eve,  July  16,  was  the  all 
important  event  that  every  member  was  anxiously 
waiting  for.  to  hear  bow  our  committee  came  out. 


After  hearing  the  schedule  read  by  Bro.  Pierson, 
and  the  good  advice  given  by  him,  we  were  con- 
vinced that  they  came  out  all  right.  Bro.  Pierson 
was  given  an  ovation  as  he  entered  the  lodge 
room,  and  well  he  deserved  it.  He  was  with  us 
nearly  four  weeks  counseling  and  guiding,  when 
at  the  same  time  the  C.  V.  boys  were  calling  for 
him  both  by  telegraph  and  long-distance  telephone 
to  go  to  their  assistance  in  the  trouble  they  are 
now  having.  Don't  worry,  boys,  Bro.  Pierson 
is  tue  man  for  any  emergency,  and  the  O.  R.  T. 
has  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  him. 

Now,  a word  for  our  committee.  They  cer- 
tainly deserved  the  rising  vote  of  thanksjthat  was 
given  them  at  our  last  meeting.  They  certainly 
worked  hard,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in 
their  favor.  It  is  up  to  us  to  show  our  appre- 
ciation of  their  labors  by  each  and  every  one 
working  for  the  best  interest  of  Division  78. 

Let  us  labor  for  a complete  organization  on 
this  road  before  the  close  of  1904.  It  can  be 
done  easy,  and  I base  my  belief  on  the  way  they 
have  been  coming  in  lately — six  initiated  and  twen- 
ty-three applications  read  at  our  last  meeting, 
mostly  all  from  the  Champaign  Division. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  how  the  Champaign 
Division  boys  have  awakened  to  their  opportuni- 
ties We  ir-eet  you,  my  brothers,  and  welcome 
yru  to  Division  78.  You  will  never  regret  the 
step  you  have  taken.  Stick  by  the  O.  R.  T. 
Keep  up  to  date  with  your  dues,  and  whenever 
possible  try  and  attend  our  meetings. 

Y/e  were  sorry  to  hear  of  the  decision  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  bdys  to  form  a system  division.  It 
means  the  loss  to  our  meetings  of  a fine  lot  of 
young  fellows  who  are  a credit  to  the  O.  R.  T. 
We  will  miss  your  presence,  your  counsel  and 
the  earnest  support  you  have  given  us.  We  will 
always  be  glad  to  be  paid  a visit  by  any  or  all 
of  the  transferred  brothers  whenever  in  our  vi- 
cinity. 

By  this  change  we  will  also  lose  our  worthy 
correspondent,  Bro.  Lane,  who  has  so  ably  rep- 
resented Division  78  in  our  journal.  He  certainly 
deserves  a vote  of  thanks  for  the  able  manner 
by  which  he  has  kept  the  brothers  posted  on  what 
has  been  going  on. 

Bro.  J.  Disney,  46  Franklin  street,  Albany,  was 
elected  division  correspondent  to  succeed  Bro. 
Lane,  and  any  item  of  interest  that  you  wish 
included  in  his  write-up  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  him. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  meetings  will  con- 
tinue, both  in  attendance  and  interest,  in  the 
future  as  they  have  in  the  past.  Every  member 
keep  the  third  Saturday  of  the  month  in  mind, 
and  remember  where  he  should  be  on  that  night. 

Bro.  May,  formerly  of  Whitehall,  “Tammany 
Hall,”  nights,  relieved  Mr.  Matthews  of  “HD” 
office,  who  is  laid  up.  Bro.  Snow  now  holds  forth 
at  the  “Hall,”  nights. 

Bro.  Rivett  relieved  Bro.  Wood  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward, who  was  on  our  committee  at  Albany.  Like- 
wise Bro.  Sloat,  who  was  on  the  same  mission, 
relieved  by  Bro.  Wagar. 
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We  were  more  than  pleased  to  have  our  worthy 
secretary  and  treasurer  at  our  meeting  for  the 
first  time  in  three  months.  Bro.  Nichols  met  with 
a painful  accident,  and  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
index  finger  of  his  right  hand,  it  being  necessary 
to  amputate  that  member  owing  to  blood  poison 
caused  by  running  a fish  hook  into  his  finger. 
Division  78  extends  sympathy  to  Bro.  Nichols 
in  this  mishap,  but  we  are  glad  he  is  with  us 
again.  It  was  better  for  Bro.  Nichols  that  he 
should  lose  his  finger  since  it  became  necessary 
than  it  would  be  that  we  lose  Bro.  Nichols.  The 
O.  R.  T.  needs  every  member  of  Bro.  Nichols’ 
calibre. 

Bro.  Sloat,  who  acted  in  Secretary  Nichols’ 
absence  while  in  the  hospital,  deserves  the  ap- 
preciation and  thanks  of  Division  78  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  arduous  duties 
of  this  office.  Bro.  Sloat  is  O.  R.  T.  from  head 
to  foot,  and  is  never  contented  unless  doing  some- 
thing for  its  interest. 

Bro.  Mills,  of  the  A.  & S.  Division,  is  another 
good  worker  of  which  that  division  need  be  proud 
of.  He,  together  with  Bro.  Mott,  of  the  Penn. 
Division,  who  was  chairman  of  our  committee, 
deserve  the  thanks  of  Division  78  for  the  interest 
they  have  always  taken. 

You  boys  on  the  A.  & S.  have  done  well,  but  I 
don’t  think  you  have  ’em  all  yet.  My  advice  to 
you,  as  it  is  to  the  Saratoga  and  Champlain  Di- 
vision boys,  is  to  cut  the  nons  in  and  cut  the 
students  out.  I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  say 
much  on  the  student  question  at  this  time,  as  I 
think  we  are  not  troubled  with  this  unnecessary 
evil,  but  sometimes  in  my  hearing  I become  sus- 
picious, so  I simply  throw  this  out  as  a word  to 
the  wise. 

Remember,  a complete  organization  on  this  road 
by  December  31,  1904.  It  can  be  done.  We  have 
already  proved  it.  There’s  a good  time  coming, 
but  we  must  work  for  it.  Diz. 


N.  Y.  C.  Items— 

The  question  has  been  put  to  us  often,  Why 
are  not  the  regular  relief  men  paid  the  same 
salary?  We  hope  to  have  this  and  other  matters 
arranged  soon. 

Bros.  Bateman  and  Warren  are  doing  good  work 
at  97.  This  is  a heavy  tower,  and  we  hope  to  see 
the  third  man  there  to  help  them  out. 

We  hope  that  friend  Barrett,  at  98,  has  turned 
over  a new  leaf  by  this  time,  and  learned  the  dif- 
ference between  the  O.  R.  T.  and  the  old  K.  of 
L.  that  made  trouble  for  some  of  the  old-timers 
long  ago.  The  O.  R.  T.  is  entirely  different.  The 
company  appreciates  our  services,  and  we  intend 
to  keep  up  our  record. 

M.  F.  Rifenburgh,  nights  at  78,  advanced  to 
70,  nights.  Mr.  R.,  will  soon  be  with  us,  and 
then  Barrytown  middle  will  be  solid. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Bro.  Bucher  who  lately 
came  on  the  road,  and  now  located  at  71,  nights. 
Better  get  a transfer,  brother. 

The  men  at  100  have  made  the  remark  that  if 
the  brothers  at  97  and  99  get  eight  hours  through 
the  O.  R.  T.,  that  they  also  will  get  it,  and  that 


there  is  no  need  for  them  joining  the  Order.  This 
is  getting  something  for  nothing,  men,  and  we 
hope  you  will  change  your  minds  and  join  fhe 
brothers  in  the  good  cause,  by  so  doing  help 

every  man  on  the  line  to  get  eight  hours  eventu- 
ally. Don’t  be  sefish.  Give  up  your  mite  and 

help  your  fellowman. 

Bro.  Joe.  Cummings,  days,  at  65,  looks  well 

with  that  new  button. 

Another  button  sprouted  here  which  will  make 
five  in  town.  Not  so  bad,  eh? 

Bro.  Kimbark  says  he  is  happy  now  at  being 
able  to  join  we,  and  make  Newton  Hook  middle 
solid  at  both  ends. 

Bro.  Dinsler  says  Hallenbeck  middle  will  soon 
be  on  a par  with  Newton  Hook  middle. 

Bro.  Notorage,  at  95,  still  happy  as  ever.  Don’t 
give  up  the  good  work,  brother.  Get  after  that 
lonely  non  near  you.  We  need  him  in  our  busi- 
ness. 

We  are  pleased  to.  answer  Bro.  Barnes’  sign 
at  80,  days.  Take  him  by  the  hand,  give  him  the 
old  reliable  grip  and  call  him  brother.  When  our 
old  friend  Sheffer  sees  h;s  partner’s  card  and 
button  he  will  not  be  able  to  resist.  Then  80 
will  be  solid,  and  the  gap  closed. 

Hope  we  are  not  going  to  lose  Bro.  Fraleigh  at 
74.  Hear  he  is  at  station  work.  Better  keep 
with  us.  Good  times  coming.  We  want  you  and 
pro.  Simmons  at  74-  That  is  an  important  tower. 

Bro.  Freeman,  the  old  reliable,  always  doing 
fhe  regular  relief  trick  “on  time.”  Boys,  you 
should  appreciate  this  regularity  for  there  are 
not  many  who  would  knock  around  on  freights 
and  engines  in  order  to  relieve  you  so  punctually. 

Div.  Co*. 


Chicago  Division,  No.  91. 

Well,  brothers  and  sisters,  Chicago  Division,  No. 
91,  is  still  alive,  very  much  alive,  and  doing  busi- 
ness at  the  old  stand  with  good  live  meetings. 

We  now  have  almost  an  entire  new  set  of 
officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary,  who 
is  still  acting  in  that  capacity.  The  necessity  for 
election  of  officers  for  balance  of  year  is  the  re- 
sult of  125  of  our  membership  being  transferred 
to  the  new  C.,  M.  & St  P.  System  Division.  No. 
33.  As  our  old  officers  were  among  those  trans- 
ferred it  became  necessary  to  elect  new  ones  to 
fill  vacancies. 

The  membership  unanimously  elected  Bro.  D.  G. 
Ramsay  to  fill  the  chair  of  chief  telegrapher,  which 
honor  he  declined  on  account  of  business  interests 
keeping  him  away  from  meetings  regularly,  and 
is  not  at  this  time  actively  employed  in  the  rail- 
way service.  It  was  the  desire  of  Bro.  Ramsay 
to  have  some  one  fill  the  chair  who  is  actively 
employed,  so  he  nominated  Sister  Clara  M.  Roth, 
whose  nomination  was  made  unanimous,  and  Sister 
Roth  is,  at  this  time,  our  chief  telegrapher.  She 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  only  lady  in  the  Order 
holding  that  position  at  this  time  It  can  be  said 
that  Sister  Roth  is  a hard  worker,  and  all  brothers 
who  are  a'le  to  attend  the  meetings  will  find  them 
carried  on  in  the  same  business-like  manner  of  old. 
All  visitors  with  up-to-aate  cards  will  be  welcomed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1079 


Bro.  A.  J.  Ashton,  was  elected  to  fill  the  chair 
oi  first  vice-president;  Bro.  J.  E.  Hanchett,  sec- 
ond vice- telegrapher,  and  Bro.  T.  H.  Dalton,  as 
past  chief  telegrapher.  All  officers  being  unani- 
mously elected,  shows  how  harmoniously  the  work 
of  the  division  is  being  carried  on  at  the  present 
time 

There  are  still  a large  number  of  members  of 
the  Order  located  in  this  territory  who  still  hold 
membership  in  the  Grand  and  other  divisions  having 
jurisdiction  elsewhere.  All  such  members  should 
make  it  a point  to  immediately  turn  in  their  cards 
and  get  in  the  work  in  this  territory  actively,  that 
tibe  best  results  may  be  obtained. 

Tickets  for  the  annual  reception  and  ball  are 
now  on  sale.  Every  member  who  can  use,  and  aid 
in  the  sale  of  tickets  in  this  territory  should  do 
so,  as  we  desire  to  have  as  large  a sale  arfd  as 
representative  a crowd  as  possible,  and  anticipate 
surpassing  our  last  season’s  grand  success. 

Secretary. 


New  Haven  Division,  No.  29. 

After  the  most  able  remarks  in  last  month's 
Telegrapher  by  Bro.  Handy,  it  seems  to  me  that 
little  need  be  said  in  this  issue. 

Most  of  us  are  pounding  brass  the  same  as 
usual,  once  in  awhile  we  have  a few  days  off  for 
a bit  of  recreation,  but  telegraphers  in  the  railroad 
service,  I dare  say,  work  more  hours  in  a year 
than  any  other  class  of  men  in  the  whole  wide 
world.  When  we  do  get  a week  or  ten  days’ 
vacation  we  know  now  to  appreciate  it,  and  if  it 
happens  that  our  pay  goes  on  just  the  same  while 
we  are  away  we  enjoy  it  just  so  much  more,  for 
we  feel  that  we  are  being  treated  like  other  men, 
who,  having  served  their  employers  well,  are 
called  upon  the  carpet  and  told,  “Here,  John, 
take  this  and  take  a few  days  off  out  in  the 
country;  it  will  do  you  good  to  rest  up  a bit, 
and  when  it’s  over,  come  back  and  maybe  we  can 
do  more  for  you  another  year.” 

Bro.  Handy  is  taking  his  vacation  upon  the 
farm  in  New  York  State.  We  are  glad  that  he 
has  not  gone  to  stay. 

Bro.  Mullarkey  has  returned  from  his  vacation, 
and  says  he  has  had  a good  time. 

Bro.  Marley  has  left  “KY’’  office,  and  will  do 
some  work  in  the  terminal.  Thinks  he  will  take 
another  trip  out  west  again  before  long. 

Bro.  Reese  has  been  journeying  down  through 
Pennsylvania  and  reports  having  had  an  enjoy- 
able vacation. 

Bro.  Jay  C.  Webb  still  holds  the  fort  at  New 
Britain,  and  is  a good  reliable  man.  When  do 
you  take  your  vacation,  W.  ? 

Bro.  Burke,  of  Forestville,  has  received  appoint- 
ment on  the  police  force.  With  Ed.  on  the  police 
force,  and  Bro.  Spencer  on  the  fire  department, 
Fo-estville  ought  to  be  well  taken  care  of. 

Bro.  Farley  and  Bro.  Schultz  are  contemplating 
a hunting  trip  to  Virginia.  “VT”  says  there  is 
an  abundance  of  game  down  there,  and  that  h;$ 
experience  and  knowledge  of  that  sectioii  of  the 


country  have  induced  Bro.  Farley  to  make  the 
trip. 

Bro.  Garner,  of  Elmwood,  is  helping  Bro.  Reese, 
of  Newington,  out  on  the  last  trick. 

Opr.  Ames,  of  Palinville,  on  vacation.  Bro. 
Nutting  is  covering  the  day  trick  in  his  absence. 
Do  a little  of  your  noted  missionary  work,  “N.’’ 
Of  course,  wc  “13’’  “HS”  is  coming  up  with  us 
soon,  but  tell  him  that  now  is  the  time. 

Bro.  House,  formerly  at  “B,’’  is  doing  the 
second  trick  at  Forestville.  Byron  entertains  a 
great  many  with  his  violin.  What  is  the  matter 
with  bringing  it  down  to  meeting  some  night? 
Bro.  Fitch  with  his  cornet,  Bro.  Baldwin  on  the 
piano,  Bro.  House  on  the  violin,  and  Bro.  Rida 
on  the  mandolin,  ought  to  make  a pretty  good 
team.  Perhaps  we  could  scare  up  a few  more, 
and  have  a whole  band  connected  with  Division  29. 

Bro.  Conway,  recently  at  Bristol,  has  accepted 
a position  in  New  Britain  freight  office. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  Bro.  Higgins  again  at 
*‘HA,’’  after  two  months  at  home  in  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Bro.  Dunbar  is  keeping  bachelor’s  hall  while 
Mrs.  D.  is  spending  a few  weeks  with  friends 
and  relatives  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.  Bro.  D. 
is  a first  rate  cook;  says  he  can  put  up  as  good 
a meal  as  any  one  could  wish,  and  is  thinking  of 
taking  a few  table  boarders. 

Bro.  Bel!  is  singing  a different  song.  Mrs. 
Bell  is  spending  a few  days  in  company  with  Bro. 
Bell’s  mother,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Bell,  of  Tully,  N.  Y., 
among  friends  in  Hartford  and  Burnside.  “V” 
says  he  c?n  hold  out  as  long  as  the  supply  of 
smoked  herring,  crackers  and  cheese,  sardines 
and  the  like  holds  out. 

We  see  Bro.  Newkirk  is  again  on  his  job  after 
two  weeks  under  the  skillful  hands  of  his  mother 
in  Utica.  Sore  throat  and  la  grippe,  he  asserts, 
was  the  cause  of  his  ailment,  and  that  salt  pork 
did  the  deed,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that 
that  feeling  for  home  is  often  cured  by  even 
simpler  remedies  than  salt  pork,  provided  the 
pork  or  other  remedy  is  applied  at  home. 

Bro.  Hardaway  handled  the  key  in  Bro.  New- 
kirk’s absence. 

The  “cat  talk’’  on  wires  during  the  night  is 
slightly  decreased,  but  lots  of  chance  for  improve- 
ment yet.  However,  education  comes  slow,  so  we 
look  to  the  future  for  a steady  improvement  until 
that  goal,  manliness,  is  reached. 

Now,  brothers,  be  steadfast  and  have  patience; 
be  wide  awake;  the  tune  is  soon  coming  when 
not  a non  will  be  left.  Div.  Cor. 


Southern  Pacific. 

Salt  Lake  Division — 

On  June  19  our  time  was  changed  from  Pacific 
to  that  of  Mountain,  and  with  it  came  a change 
of  time  card,  and  the  removal  of  the  dispatching 
offices  from  Winnemucca  and  Wadsworth  to  the 
new  town  of  Sparks. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Kay  has  been  promoted  from  first 
trick  dispatcher  to  the  position  of  chief,  and  is 
ably  assisted  by  Bro.  McDonald,  first;  Mr.  Thomas 
Fitzgerald,  second,  and  Bpo.  Schocky,  third  tricks. 
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on  ea«t  end,  with  Mr.  VV.  J.  Stinson,  first;  Bros. 
Barton  and  Rogers,  second  and  third  tricks,  west. 
Bros.  O'Brien  and  Donlen  did  the  side  stunts. 
Bro.  Rogers  has  recently  been  promoted  to  a place 
on  the  dispatching  staff,  and  is  handling  the  work 
like  a veteran.  Charley,  we  wish  you  every  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Stinson  is  on  sick  leave,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Stinson  and  his  two  sons,  Bros. 
Earl  and  Rex.  We  trust  that  his  illness  is  not  of 
a serious  nature,  and  that  ere  this  appears  he  will 
have  fully  recovered. 

Bro.  Vanscoy  has  secured  the  agency  at  Tecorna. 

Bro.  Hedricks  having  secured  the  position  of 
day  chief  at  Mosel,  is  now  exerting  himself  , to 
harvest  the  large  crop  of  mosquitoes  that  have 
blessed  that  community  this  summer. 

It  is  reported  that  Bro.  Paul  Merrill  was  seen 
around  Battle  Mountain  on  the  4th  inst.  We  are 
patiently  awaiting  that  invitation,  Paul. 

After  an  extended  visit  to  home  folks,  and  a 
rubber  at  the  fair,  Bro.  Young  has  returned,  and 
has  resumed  work. 

Bro.  Noble  and  wife  have  returned  after  an  ex- 
tended visit  to  relatives  and  friends  in  the  East, 
and  are  now  comfortably  ensconced  at  Massie. 
Bro.  Noble  having  secured  that  agency  on  last 
bulletin. 

There  has  been  a new  pos:tion  opened  at  Hazen 
with  B-o.  Hollingsworth  in  charge  pending  ap- 
pointment. 

Bro.  Peek  has  been  appointed  to  the  night  posi 
tion  at  Carlin. 

Bro.  Lily  is  doing  the  extra  stunt  at  Wells 
nights,  with  Bro.  Staunton  as  agent,  and  Bro. 
Francis,  day  chief. 

Bro.  Stevens  secured  the  night  position  while 
Mr.  E.  A.  Maaske  was  appointed  to  the  day  quad 
position  at  Winnemucca  on  last  bulletin.  Mr. 
Maaske  is  not  yet  a member,  but  has  the  blanks, 
and  will  come  in  in  the  near  future.  Maaske,  we 
have  our  eyes  on  you.  Bro.  Smith,  of  the  master 
mechanic's  office,  Ogden,  is  working  the  day  trick 
at  Winnemucca.  pending  appointment,  and  says 
"it  looks  just  like  a peach." 

Bro.  Peek  haa  secured  the  night  position  at 
Carlin. 

Bro.  Klock,  after  an  absence  of  several  weeks, 
has  returned  to  his  station  at  Carlin. 

Bro.  Snyder  goes  from  Parran  to  Falisade, 
nights. 

Bro.  Hudson  is  working  the  day  trick  at  Wads- 
worth. Hud,  come  out  of  it  long  enough  to 
square  yourself. 

Bro.  Brockaway  holds  the  temporary  day  posi- 
tion at  New  Junction,  with  a night  man  who 
promises  to  square  himself  in  the  near  future. 
Bro.  and  Sister  Hawcork  are  now  located  at 
Gerald.  Bro.  D.  E.  Lander,  at  Clark’s,  has  filled 
application  papers,  and  is  now  a member. 

We  note  with  a great  deal  of  satisfaction  that 
the  newcomers  to  this  part  of  the  system  are  all 
Order  men,  a sure  sign  that  the  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers  is  an  organization  to  be  reckoned 
with,  and  a fixture  on  this  side  of  our  mundane 
sphere,  notwithstanding  the  sputterings  of  some 


of  the  would-be  knockers  to  the  contrary.  To 
these  knockers  I would  say  that  if  you  don't  like 
the  color  of  the  money  that  was  obtained  for 
you  through  the  efforts  of  this  organization  re- 
turn it  to  those  to  whom  it  rightfully  belongs. 

While  we  are  in  excellent  shape  on  this  district 
there  are,  I am  sorry  to  say,  a few  worthy  non- 
members  whose  membership  we  have  made  every 
effort  to  secure,  but  as  yet  to  no  purpose.  We 
have  had  assurances  and  promises  galore.  Oh. 
yes!  Gentlemen,  this  organization,  and  especially 
this  division,  can  not,  as  you  are  well  aware,  be 
supported  upon  such  thin  diet  We  want  your 
membership.  We  ask  your  financial  support.  We 
ask  that  you  contribute  something  toward  the 
maintenance  of  the  organization  that  has  been 
instrumental  in  increasing  your  salaries  in  several 
instances  as  much  as  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 

The  splendid  work  done  by  our  general  com- 
mittee at  their  last  conference  with  the  manage 
ment  at  San  Francisco  when  every  contention 
made  by  them  was  sustained  by  the  company,  and 
the  fact  that  we  have  on  the  lines  of  the  South- 
ern Pacific  system  a membership  of  something 
over  sixteen  hundred  does  not  in  the  least  seem 
to  have  brought  about  a realization  on  the  part 
of  the  non-members  what  results  can  be  accom 
plished  through  united  efforts  of  the  members  of 
this  organization.  If  these  are  facts  and  you 
can’t  dispute  them,  then  why  not  unite  your 
interests  with  ours  and  thereby  help  maintain 
the  organization  that  has  been  instrumental  in 
increasing  your  salaries  and  in  bringing  about 
conditions  that  did  not  exist  prior  to  the  adop 
tion  of  our  first  agreement?  Gentlemen,  is  there 
anything  more  we  can  do  for  you?  Is  there  any- 
thing else  you’d  like?  Cullen,  let's  hear  from 
the  east  end.  J.  E.  Cooney, 

Local  Chairman . 


Coast  Diinsion — 

No  doubt  you  have  all  received  your  Telegea- 
phek  for  June,  and  I would  like  to  ask  if  you 
were  able  to  find  any  reading  matter  from  the 
coast  division?  I couldn’t. 

It  seems  that  it  is  up  to  Bro.  Fred.  Shaver 
and  myself  to  do  all  the  writing.  I think  it  would 
be  very  nice  to  read  an  article  written  by  some 
of  the  others  once  in  awhile. 

The  conditions  on  the  Coast  Division  are  now 
supreme.  We  have  nearly  every  telegrapher  wear- 
ing a button  and  holding  an  up-to-date  card, 
which  is  very  gratifying.  I have  had  to  send 
only  six  "duns"  for  last  term’s  dues,  and  these 
six  brothers  will  pay  up  as  I know  it  has  escaped 
their  memory.  There  are  seven  or  eight  telegra- 
phers on  this  division  that  are  not  members  of 
our  Order,  and  I would  be  pleased  to  have  some 
brother  mention  a way  to  get  at  these  men.  I 
have  talked  with  some  of  them,  but  get  nothing 
better  than  promises.  Why  not  get  them  to 
come  to  our  next  regular  meeting,  and  have  them 
sign  up?  We  can  give  them  all  the  argument 
they  want  at  these  meetings. 

I suppose  you  are  all  looking  for  another  ban- 
quet to  take  place,  and  I hope  we  can  have  many 
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of  them.  There  was  only  one  thing  missing  dur- 
ing that  banquet,  and  that  was — a photographer. 
In  my  opinion  there  was  about  as  fine  looking 
set  of  brass  pounders  gathered  around  that  table 
as  could  be  found  anywhere.  Mr.  Ewald,  the 
chief  train  dispatcher  was  all  smiles,  and  let  me 
tell  you  J double  E is  right  there  with  tKe  goods 
when  it  comes  to  spcechmaking.  Mr.  Milsap,  the 
man  who  looks  out  for  jobs  for  telegraphers, 
should  be  able  to  draw  a crowd  at  any  time.  If 
he  didn’t  keep  the  boys  in  a jolly  state  I don’t 
want  a cent.  Our  general  chairman,  Bro.  David- 
son put  up  a good  sound  argument,  telling  of  all 
the  benefits  that  could  be  derived  from  the  O.  R. 
T.,  and  during  his  speech  he  was  interrupted  by 
a non  who  desired  to  know  the  cost  of  joining, 
and  after  being  told,  Bro.  Koppikus  gave  him  a 
receipt  for  his  dues.  Let  me  state  right  here 
every  non-member  that  attended  our  meeting  be- 
came a member  with  dues  paid  up  before  the 
lights  went  out  Bro.  Koppikus,  our  general  sec- 
retary-treasurer, told  us  all  about  the  business  of 
System  Division  No.  53  in  a very  enjoyable  man- 
ner. Conductor  Bro.  Weir  was  handing  out  babies 
with  union  labels  by  dutch  consent.  You  are 
all  right,  Bro.  Weir. 

Bro.  Wardenburg,  committeeman  and  toastmas- 
ter, was  very  busy  all  evening.  Bro.  Fred.  Shaver, 
local  secretary,  also  very  busy  handing  ’em  over 
the  table.  Where  in  the  world  did  he  dig  up  so 
many?  The  local  chairman  said  a word  or  two 
I was  not  able  to  understand  exactly,  as  I was 
too  far  away. 

I hope  all  had  a good  time,  and  I feel  sure 
they  did,  as  they  all  want  another. 

A.  S.  Lin nell. 


Los  Angeles  Division — 

We  have  waited  patiently  for  a write-up  of 
this  division  to  appear,  but  for  several  months  the 
same  has  been  missing.  The  writer  therefore  ap- 
points himself  correspondent. 

We  have  had  several  meetings  lately.  Why 
haven’t  the  boys  appointed  a division  correspond- 
ent, so  that  the  members  can  hear  a little  news? 
The  telegraphers  are  not  as  fortunate  as  train- 
men. They  can  not  get  together  as  conveniently 
to  discuss  matters,  and  it  seems  that  we  should 
use  The  Telegrapher  to  keep  up  the  interest  in 
affairs. 

That  was  a well-wrktcn  piece  in  the  June 
Telegrapher  in  the  “Our  Correspondents”  space. 
It  urges  all  laboring  people  to  vote  for  the  man 
who  stands  for  their  interests,  and  warns  us  to 
beware  of  our  pretended  friends  in  political  mat- 
ters. These  old-timers  are  full  of  pretensions, 
but  all  they  want  is  your  vote.  Radical  changes 
are  needed  in  the  political  situation  to  be  of 
benefit  to  our  class.  Let  us  be  radical.  Look 
at  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  and  see  how  the 
laboring  men  have  made  eight-hour  days  by  law, 
hal(-holiday§  by  laiw,  and  no  child  labor  by  law. 
All  these  things  can  be  obtained  by  law  easier 
than  by  organizations,  but  they  can’t  be  obtained 
except  by  voting  for  men  who  are  pledged  to 
bring  about  these  conditions,  men  who  are  true 


blue.  The  piece  1 referred  to  is  entitled  “The 
Price  of  Liberty,”  and  is  well  written  and  worthy 
of  your  consideration. 

The  proposition  that  some  one  made  that  all 
correspondents  sign  their  full  name,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  not  practicable,  not  while  we  are  working 
for  the  company,  and  advocating  reforms  that 
are  not  approved  by  the  company.  It  is  best  not 
to  make  yourself  a target  for  bad  treatment. 

It  is  said  that  telegraphers  are  not  hard  to 
find,  but  agents  who  understand  the  station  work 
here  are  not  so  plentiful. 

Boys,  you  should  expand,  and  learn  the  station 
work.  It  is  not  so  hard.  Bill. 


Capital  Division,  No.  60. 

Regular  meeting  of  Capital  Division  was  held 
Thursday  night,  July  21,  and  we  had  a rousing 
meeting.  What  struck  the  boys?  They  all  turned 
out,  and  had  lots  to  say.  Those  who  stayed  at 
home  don’t  know  what  they  missed.  We  hope  to 
see  the  same  good  attendance  at  all  the  meetings. 

Quite  a good  lot  of  important  business  was  trans- 
acted, which  made  the  meeting  very  interesting. 
Bro.  Southworth,  L.  B.  of  A.,  had  some  good 
news  to  tell  us,  and  the  boys  are  anxious  to 
see  something  doing  soon.  We  have  been  waiting 
now  quite  long  enough. 

Brothers,  I am  glad  to  inform  you  that  our 
excursion  was  a success.  We  could  have  made  it 
more  successful  had  some  of  the  boys  worked 
harder,  but  this  being  our  first  excursion,  I think 
we  did  very  well.  We  thank  you  all,  especially 
Bro.  Ober,  who  deserves  much  credit. 

Bro.  Ober  is  one  of  the  wideawake  boys  of 
Capital  Division,  and  did  a great  deal  toward  mak- 
ing our  excursion  a success,  disposing  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tickets.  Bro.  Trotter  followed 
close  behind  with  over  one  hundred  to  his  credit. 

Bro.  Welsh,  of  *‘CY,”  office  (where  the  dust 
is  very  thick)  has  been  absent  from  duty  for 
quite  a length  of  time.  We  hope  to  see  him  back 
to  the  key  shortly. 

Bro.  Beaile  is  filling  the  day  trick  during  Bro. 
Welsh’s  absence,  while  Mr.  Trotter  is  there  with 
the  goods  at  night.  “RM,”  how  about  that  ap- 
plication you  promised? 

We  regret  very  much  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
Bro.  Allenttain’s  sister,  who  passed  away  on  July 
10.  W'e  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 

Every  one  seems  to  be  very  busy  on  account 
of  the  heavy  work.  Trains  running  thick. 

We  regret  that  Bro.  Rohr  has  left  us,  going  to 
his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  will  take  a rest. 
While  Bro.  Rohr  was  not  a member  of  No.  60, 
nevertheless  all  the  boys  are  sorry  to  see  him 
leave.  He  was  a member  of  Division  52. 

Rain  seems  to  be  all  the  go  around  Washington 
these  days,  and  a great  many  of  the  boys  have 
experienced  some  trouble  in  securing  wire*  to 
work  on. 

We  notice  that  our  sister  divisions,  Nos.  17  and 
125,  are  represented  in  our  Telegrapher  nearly 
every  month.  We  are  glad  to  see  them  so  wide- 
awake. 
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The  boys  on  R.  F.  & P.  R R.  are  getting  a 
solid  front.  Look  out,  brothers,  they  will  be 
ahead  of  us  if  we  don’t  hustle. 

Boys,  bow  about  that  line  you  were  going  to 
send  me  for  The  Telegrapher/*  It  has  failed 
to  show*  up.  Div.  Cor. 


Great  Northern  Railway. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  an  all-wise  Providence 
to  remove  from  the  home  of  Bro.  S.  J.  Oglesby, 
of  Wales,  N.  D.,  -his  beloved  wife  and  constant 
companion,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved , That  we  extend  to  Bro.  Oglesby  the 
united  and  most  heartfelt  sympathy  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee,  Division  70,  in  this  his  darkest 
hour,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  committee  meeting, 
a copy  forwarded  Bro.  Oglesby,  and  a copy  to 
The  Telegrapher  for  publication. 

F.  A.  Sherman, 

Fred.  Marshall, 

T.  N.  Wright. 

Committee. 


New  Rochelle  Division,  No.  37. 

The  following  clipped  from  the  New  York 
Herald,  will  interest  many  of  the  brothers  of 
i-zivision  37,  as  the  fa»r  owner  is  a member  of 
that  division: 

“Admiral  Dewey,  the  only  dog  in  the  world 
which  enjoys  the  distinction  of  riding  on  a railroad 
pass,  and  known  to  every  railroad  man  between 
New  York  and  Boston,  and  thousands  of  com- 
muters, is  missing  from  his  home,  in  this  village, 
and  five  thousand  railroad  men  are  looking  for 
him,  and  will  offer  a reward  for  his  return.  The 
fox  terrier,  which  is  the  property  of  Miss  Katherine 
J.  Hughes,  telegrapher  at  Rye  station  on  the 
New  Haven  road,  left  six  weeks  ago  and  has 
been  heard  of  only  once  since.  Then  he  was  rid- 
ing on  a mail  wagon  in  Jersey  City,  and  now 
Miss  Hughes,  who  grieves  over  her  pet’s  disap- 
pearance, fears  she  will  never  see  him  again. 

“Admiral  Dewey  has  been  riding  on  the  Federal 
Express,  Boston  Flyer  and  all  the  expresses  on 
the  road.  He  rode  in  the  cab  of  the  Boston 

Flyer  from  Grand  Central  to  the  Hub.  He  has 
traveled  in  mail  cars  and  on  millionaires’  trains, 
and  in  the  ca  ooses  of  freights.  It  is  estimated 

that  Admiral  Dewey  in  the  last  year  has  traveled 

at  least  25,000  thousand  miles.  The  tag  on  Ad- 
miral Dewey’s  collar  reads:  ’Pass  Admiral  Dewey 

on  all  trains.’  He  made  it  a point  to  return  home 
at  night,  though  sometimes  late.” 

a ue  third  annual  clam  bake  to  be  given  by  Di- 
vision 37  at  Rye  Beach  on  Sunday,  September  4, 
promise*  to  be  one  of  the  biggest  events  ever 

he.d  by  th*  railroad  fraternity  on  this  line.  Al- 
ready many  entries  have  been  recorded  for  the 
different*  sports  that  will  come  off.  The  base 
ball  game  between  Divisions  26  and  37  will  be 
fought  out  to  the  bitter  end  as  much  rivalry  ex- 


ists between  these  two  divisions  in  the  national 
game.  It  is  expected  that  a very  large  attend- 
ance will  be  present  as  the  tickets  have  been  dis- 
tributed all  over  the  system  and  also  in  New 
York. 

Mr.  Edwards,  the  proprietor  of  Beach  Hill 
Hotel,  and  the  gentleman  who  will  put  up  the 
bake,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  business,  and  he 
promises  to  have  full  and  plenty  to  provide  for 
the  inner  man. 

It  has  also  been  arranged  for  a repetition  of 
the  battle  of  San  Juan  hill  by  Messrs.  Dooley 
and  Noon,  of  Division  26,  and  an  appropriate 
-song  by  Bro.  Gene  Thurston. 

Buck  Savage  and  the  Jersey  City  clans  should 
not  fail  to  be  there,  also  “Bowles,”  as  we  will 
need  a fumigator  after  the  fun  is  over.  Has 
any  one  seen  Bowles  lately?  We  fail  to  hear  of 
him  by  our  journal  route  any  more.  We  hope 
all  our  good  brothers  from  Division  2 9 will 
brighten  the  gathering  by  their  happy  smiles  and 
cheering  ways.  Div.  Cor. 


Wllkesbarre  Division,  No.  67. 

Did  you  attend  the  July  meeting?  “Well,  ’er — 
no.  I intended  to,  but  didn’t  get  around.”  That’s 
all  the  excuse  you  can  get.  All  seem  to  have  the 
same  excuse.  Are  you  not  ashamed  of  yourselves? 
What  do  you  want  to  do?  Put  all  the  work  on 
a few,  and  you  draw  all  the  benefits?  Looks  that 
way.  Suppose  you  think  because  you  paid  your 
dues,  that  is  all  that  is  required  of  you.  Just 
as  sure  as  we  lose  interest  in  the  meetings  and 
work  of  the  division,  we  will  go  right  back  where 
we  were  before  the  P.  & N.  Y.  was  organized. 
You  all  know  our  condition  then;  comment  is  un- 
necessary. There  is  no  reason  why  the  boys  east 
of  Sayre  could  not  be  present  at  every  division 
meeting.  If  there  was  some  amusement  you 
wanted  to  attend,  I’ll  guarantee  you  would  find 
a way  to  get  there.  Now  ginger  up  a little,  and 
see  if  we  can’t  do  something. 

The  regular  meeting  was  held  as  usual,  but  the 
attendance  was  small,  far  too  small.  Routine 
business  only  was  transacted.  The  movement  for 
a system  division  is  well  underway.  Probably  all 
of  you  have  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  it. 
Please  read  up,  so  if  a system  division  is  insti- 
tuted you  will  not  be  ignorant  as  to  the  workings. 
I think  a system  division  is  the  proper  thing  for 
us.  1 could  name  a good  many  reasons,  but  this 
is  not  the  place  to  give  them.  Come  to  your 
division  meeting,  and  hear  both  sides  of  the 
question  thoroughly  discussed. 

What  we  need  now,  and  badly,  too,  is  organ- 
izers If  three  or  four  good  live  organizers  were 
put  on,  we  would  be  in  shape  for  a schedule  in 
a very  short  time.  It  is  hoped  the  Grand  Officer* 
wni  take  this  matter  up  and  help  us  out.  In 
the  meantime  every  brother  should  keep  after 
the  nons  and  the  students.  Get  every  eligible  non 
possible  and  keep  the  line  free  from  students,  so 
when  the  proper  time  comes  we  will  be  fully 
prepared  for  any  emergency. 
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Bro.  J.  P.  Vanostrand  finds  the  strenuous  life 
at  Ransom  too  much  for  him.  He  is  taking  a 
much  needed  rest  at  Newfield,  N.  Y. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Furman  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Wyoming  Division,  working  extra. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Lewis,  agent  at  Newfield,  recently 
resigned,  and  is  at  present  working  the  relief 
job  for  the  Lackawanna  road.  Bro.  Lewis  was 
always  a very  active  worker,  and  we  all  regret 
his  departure.  Mr.  W.  Messenger  is  at  present 
doing  the  agency  at  “NF." 

Bro.  Doney,  of  relief  corps,  took  charge  of  Rom- 
ulus at  death  of  Bro.  Walters. 

Any  Bro.  desiring  a good  place  to  board  while 
in  Vanetten  will  do  well  by  calling  on  Bro.  J.  P. 
Hogan.  John  has  recently  been  doing  the  chef 
act.  They  all  say  he  is  a comer,  working  like  a 
veteran. 

Last  month  we  were  speaking  of  report  re- 
garding the  closing  of  several  offices  on  the 
P.  & N.  Y.,  telephones  to  be  installed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  next  open  block  station.  Commenc- 
ing the  fifteenth  of  this  month  offices  at  Sugar 
Run,  night  and  day;  Fentoh,  night  and  day,  and 
Cayuta,  days,  were  closed.  Unable  to  say  where 
the  brothers  thus  thrown  out  of  regular  places 
will  be  transferred  to. 

Understand  that  Bro.  Doney  does  not  intend 
staying  at  Romulus,  and  that  F.  A.  Parrish,  for- 
merly agent  at  Cayuta,  will  be  transferred  there. 
There  is  too  much  work  at  this  point  for  one 
man,  and  if  the  boys  will  only  insist  upon  the 
extra  man,  it  can  be  done.  There  are  several  other 
places  along  the  division  where  one  man  has  to 
bungle  through  the  work  of  two  or  more  men, 
but  believe  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  the 
management  will  be  required  to  put  on  sufficient 
heip  to  do  the  work. 

Bro.  R.  N.  Horning  is  working  as  relief  agent 
for  a couple  of  months  during  hot  weather,  Bro. 
L.  B.  Barton  working  “R.VS”  trick  m Sayre. 

Expressions  of  regret  were  heard  on  all  siues 
when  it  became  officially  known  that  J.  A.  Droege, 
the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  P.  & N.  Y. 
Division,  had  resigned.  Mr.  Droege  was  a prac- 
tical, thorough  railroad  man,  having  worked  his 
way  from  the  position  of  telegrapher  to  super- 
intendent. He  was  a superintendent  to  whom  an 
employe  could  state  his  grievance  and  be  sure 
that  it  would  receive  attention.  He  also  believed 
in  organization.  It  is  not  known  at  present  where 
Mr.  Droege  will  locate,  but  wherever  it  may  be, 
he  has  the  best  wishes  of  the  fraternity  for  un- 
bounded sucess. 

Word  reaches  us  that  J.  Horner,  of  the  Geneva 
“GO’'  relay  office,  is  soon  to  be  transferred  to 
something  better  in  the  same  office.  Bro.  T.  Hig- 
gins. of  the  “MI"  yard  office,  nights,  is  to  take 
the  place  made  vacant  by  “Q."  Glad  to  hear 
it,  boys. 

An  addition  to  the  tower  at  Geneva  Jet.,  was 
recently  made,  putting  in  two  or  three  new  levers, 
making  the  life  of  the  tower  men  more  miserable. 
*Tia  too  bad,  “DC."  Perhaps  if  you  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  your  owl  it  can  help  you  out 
quicker. 


Bro.  F.  W.  Lewis  is  working  at  Ransom  for 
ten  days  during  the  absence  of  Bro.  Vanostrand. 

Bro.  T.  W.  Pyne,  of  Pitt9ton,  and  Bro.  J.  J. 
Rogers,  Coxton,  spent  their  July  vacation  viewing 
the  sights  at  Lake  Carey. 

Please  send  any  items  of  interest  you  may  know 
to  your  division  correspondent  if  you  want  the 
write-up  more  interesting.  It  stretches  one’s  im- 
agination to  write  up  the  division  without  notes. 

Div.  Co  a. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has  taken 
from  us  our  highly  esteemed  brother,  Wm.  G. 
Walters,  and  while  humbly  submitting  to  the  will 
of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  we  regret  exceedingly  his  un- 
timely end,  and  through  his  death  the  Order  of 
Railioad  Telegraphers,  has  lost  a staunch  and 
faithful  member;  that  in  him  his  widow  loses 
a kind  and  loving  husband,  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  Division  "No. 
67,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  extend  to 
the  bereaved  widow  and  children,  their  fullest 
and  most  sincere  sympathy;  that  a copy  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  and  a copy  for- 
warded to  Thk  Telegrapher  for  publication;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped  in  mourn- 
ing for  a period  of  sixty  days. 

J.  P.  Vanostrand,  * 

D.  Oliver  Riegel, 

B.  K.  Barrowcliff. 

Committee. 


Springfield,  Mass.,  Division,  No.  38. 

Springfield  lodge,  No.  38,  instituted  April  23 
with  seventeen  members,  has  now  at  present  writ- 
ing fifty,  and  expects  within  a short  time  to  have 
most  of  the  nons  in.  The  train  dispatcher  on 
one  of  the  local  roads  here,  has  been  traveling 
up  and  down  on  his  division,  trying  to  scare  the 
boys,  but  from  last  reports  has  not  succeeded 
much — only  to  make  the  boys  come  in  all  file 
faster. 

It  is  pretty  poor  railroading  at  the  best,  and 
the  public  seems  to  share  the  opinion  of  the 
writer. 

Last  Saturday  evening,  June  25,  a smoker  was 
held  in  our  hall,  and  each  member  was  asked  to 
bring  a non.  Considering  how  w'arm  the  even- 
ing, and  the  distance  some  of  the  boys  had  to 
come,  we  had  a most  enjoyable  time.  Cigars,  etc., 
with  songs  by  various  members,  and  selections 
by  the  Home  City  Quartette  helped  to  pass  away 
the  time  very  pleasantly.  We  expected  Bro.  Pier- 
son to  be  with  us,  but  was  very  sorry  to  hear  he 
was  detained  by  pressing  business.  We  hope  ws 
shall  have  more  of  these  entertainments,  as  they 
bring  the  boys  closer  together. 

One  more  word,  and  that  is.  let  us  try  and 
bring  in  at  least  one  new  member  each  in  the 
next  few  months.  We  have  quite  a few  who  are 
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not  O.  R.  T.,  and  a little  persuasion  on  our  part 
will  bring  them  in. 

Bro.  Alrutz,  until  recently  at  Mittineague,  has 
accepted  a better  position  at  Hartford.  Bro.  Al- 
rutz has  our  best  wishes  in  his  new  position. 

Bro.  Tapham,  of  “NO/’  paid  a flying  visit  to 
thi9  city  last  week.  Why  did  you  not  call,  “RL>?“ 
Expected  you  to  drop  in. 

Bro.  Pierpoint  has  accepted  a position  in  this 
city.  Div.  Cor. 


Northern  Pacific. 

Relay  Department — 

Everyone  busy  nowadays.  The  fall  rush  having 
commenced,  and  crop  prospects  in  the  West  be- 
ing fine,  we  expect  to  be  busy  for  some  time.  The 
following  changes  have  come  to  my  notice,  but 
if  the  boys  in  the  different  offices  expect  a write- 
up, as  they  should,  it  is  necessary  that  notes 
reach  me  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  each  month. 
Any  mail  addressed  to  me,  care  N.  P.  general 
office,  Helena,  Mont.,  will  reach  me. 

“NP,”  St.  Paul,  Bro.  Doods  on  a vacation,  hav- 
ing been  relieved  by  Sainsbury,  an  old  N.  P. 
standby.  Bro.  Monahan  transferred  to  Livingston, 
relieved  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Shimonek,  from  “DU,” 
Duluth.  Hope  he  is  as  good  a man  as  Bro. 
Frank  Shimonek,  now  employed  at  St.  Paul. 

“FO,”  Fargo,  Bro.  Boyd  transferred  to  “HN,” 
Helena.  Can't  say  who  relieves  him. 

“DX,”  Dickinson,  Bro.  Parish,  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

“HN,”  Helena,  new  arrival,  Boyd,  from  Fargo. 
Bro.  French  back  from  the  World’s  Fair  City. 
Bro.  Daniels  again  "sending  fast.”  We  extend 
him  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  the  loss  of  his 
mother. 

"SF,”  Spokane,  Bro.  Turney,  relieved  by  Will- 
iams, a C.  T.  U.  man,  Bro.  Turney  going  to  the 
G.  N.  at  Spokane. 

“BY,*  Tacoma,  Sister  Robinson  off  on  her 
hard-earned  vacation,  relieved  by  Mr.  Hall,  who 
I understand  will  make  the  summer  reliefs  in  that 
office  this  year. 

Bro.  Stewart  was  off  a week,  but  he  says  that 
was  too  long  when  money  is  so  scarce.  Too  bad, 
“RS.” 

Send  in  your  notes,  boys.  I’m  no  mind  reader. 
Cheer  up.  E.  W.  Newman. 

Big  Four  Route. 

Indianapolis  Division  - 

Seeing  nothing  in  The  Telegrapher  last  month 
from  the  Big  Four  system,  it  appears  to  us  that 
some  one  should  do  a little  pencil  pushing,  be- 
cause some  of  our  brothers  might  think  we  were 
dead,  and  we  want  them  to  know'  we  are  far 
from  it. 

We  are  still  working  away  as  usual,  holding 
meetings  each  month  and  the  brothers  who  fail  to 
attend  or  send  a representative  certainly  can  not 
expect  to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on 
within  our  ranks.  These  meetings  are  held  for 
that  purpose,  and  if  you  do  not  take  advantage 
f them  it  is  your  own  fault.  We  have  also  de 


cided  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  fill  up  the  columns 
of  The  Telegrapher  with  a lot  of  “don’ts”  for 
the  guidance  of  members.  You  all  know  what 
your  duties  are. 

There  is,  however,  one  “don’t”  that  we  think  we 
should  make  mention  of,  and  that  is,  don't  tail  to 
pay  your  dues.  Some  of  us  forget  to  reuiemoer 
this  one,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
all  a habit  with  some,  and  hope  they  will  be  able 
to  control  it  sooner  or  later,  but  would  preter  the 
former. 

The  organizers  who  are  covering  the  Big  Four 
have  been  doing  good  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
all  will  aid  them,  and  thus  help  to  present  a 
solid  front  by  the  time  the  General  Committee 
meets. 

Several  of  the  boys  have  received  a $5  increase 
which  was  a good  thing  for  the  Order,  because 
we  ail  know  the  O.  R.  T.  is  what  produced  it. 

The  small  attendance  at  the  meeting  at  Union 
City,  July  zi,  was  quite  a surprise,  and  also  pre- 
vented carrying  out  the  regular  program.  We 
hope  for  a better  crowd  August  21,  and  have 
good  reasons  to  believe  we  will  get  it  as  all  who 
were  present  pledged  themselves  to  either  be 
present  or  send  a representative,  and  we  are 
goifig  to  bribe  others  into  coming  by  having  a 
photograph  taken  of  those  present  in  the  meet- 
ing room.  Every  one  that  comes  is  going  to  be 
in  the  group.  Don’t  miss  it. 

It  was  quite  late  when  we  left  Union  City  for 
our  homes,  and  it  came  near  doing  some  of 
us  up,  but  we  have  the  nerve  to  go  again,  and 
hope  to  see  a good  crowd  of  nervy  ones  there 
next  time. 

Bro.  Van  Zant  off  at  present,  resting  up. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Hunt,  at  McCords,  doing  the  owl 
act 

Bro.  C.  H.  Krause,  Jr.,  of  Taft,  is  in  St.  Louis, 
taking  in  the  Fair.  Bro.  Nowlin  working  in  his 
place. 

Bro.  Coda  Horton  oft  on  a short  vacation.  Bro. 
Youart  filling  vacancy. 

Bro.  Ginther,  of  Houston,  off  few  days,  visit 
ing  at  Mansfield. 

Bro.  Hulse  is  a first-class  entertainer,  and  knows 
how  to  treat  the  boys.  We  will  certainly  sec  you 
again  next  month,  brother. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  nignts  at  Union  City,  has  been 
contemplating  joining  our  ranks.  Get  after  him, 
boys;  give*  him  no  rest  until  he  is  landed. 

Z.  L.  E. 

Decking  V alley — 

If  Bro.  Quick  will  permit  the  space  in  our 
journal  I will  try  and  waken  up  a few  nons  on 
this  pike.  Th.s  road  has  never  been  represented 
in  our  journal,  and  I think  a few  lines  would  do 
us  all  good.  A brother  called-  on  me  to  make 
the  first  attempt,  so  I will  do  my  best. 

We  have  several  members  on  this  division,  and 
our  membership  still  growing.  We  hope  to  get  all 
the  nons  in  the  fold,  and  then  go  after  our  rights. 

I am  surprised  at  some  of  the  boys  along  the  line, 
making  ham  shops  out  of  their  offices,  and  then 
kicking  because~>they  don’t  get  a better  salary. 

Digitized  by  vjiOOQlC 


1085 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


They  never  will  as  long  as  «hey  do  this  kind  of 
work. 

Some  of  the  offices  have  two  students.  This 
road  has  been  in  very  bad  circumstances  for  the 
last  six  years,  all  on  account  of  hams  being  turned 
out.  Now,  boys,  wake  up,  and  look  around  and 
what  you  are  doing  to  yourself  and  others, 
and  if  you  have  a student  fire  him,  and  send 
in  your  application  to  our  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  and  be  a man.  This  is  the  only  way 
we  will  ever  gain  ground.  I would  like  to  see 
this  pike  organized,  and  every  telegrapher  get  his 
rights,  and  a better  salary.  We  can  have  it  if 
we  only  work  for  it.  and  go  after  the  nons.  I 
will  cut  out  for  this  time,  and  let  some  other 
brother  try  his  hand.  Cert.  4041. 


Pere  Marquette  System. 


I have  been  reading  the  many  excellent  write- 
ups  from  the  brothers,  that  appear  in  The  Teleg- 
rapher each  month,  and  I am  wondering  why 
it  ».  I have  not  attempted  to  offer  at  least  a 
weak  excuse  of  an  article. 

This  thought  is  brought  out  more  forcably,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Pere  Marquette  system 
has  been  so  grossly  negleotcd  in  this  manner,  con- 
sequently I have  decided  to  make  an  effort  to 
offer  something  each  month,  and  hope  others  will 
fall  in  line. 

Recently  I heard  the  remark  that  the  telegra- 
phers on  the  Pere  Marquette  system  were  dead 
mat  after  securing  their  present  schedule  they 
had  lulled  ofT  to  sleep,  and  had  not  wakened,  but 
apparently  sweetly  dreaming.  This  does  not  seem 
to  be  a fact,  but  if  true  they  will  probably  come  to 
their  senses  before  long,  and  the  future  will  not 
be  as  pleasant  as  the  present  time.  The  only 
reason  for  this  remark  was  there  was  scarcely 
anything  published  in  The  Telegrapher  from  the 
, M*  system*  It  may  appear  to  be  a question 
of  small  importance,  as  to  whether  a division  is 
well  represented  in  their  official  publication  or 
not.  but  if  you  investigate,  you  will  learn  that 
the  live,  thrifty  divisions  never  fail  to  have  good 
articles  in  The  Telegrapher  each  month.  It  not 
only  keeps  each  member  filled  with  enthusiasm, 
nt  it  is  the  source  of  adding  new  members  to 
the  ranks.  Strength  will  never  be  attained  by 
waiting  for  someone  else  to  do  the  work,  and  if 
«*ch  one  would  add  his  mite  great  would  be 
the  results. 


Undoubtedly  ^ timid  about  writi  an 

“ ' ,for  The  Telegrapher  for  fear  some 

oughtless  brother  or  person  may  criticize  it. 
o not  hesitate  on  this  account.  A feeble  effort 
18  better  than  none  at  all,  and  without  a doubt 
*>me  of  the  mo*  interesting  articles  were  from 
those  who  hardly  dared  to  read  them  when  they 
were  published.  If  you  positively  cannot  write 
a ew  words,  look  along  the  line  and  ascertain 
who  are  not  members,  and  try  and  get  them  to 
Jom  us.  Every  telegrapher  can  put  up' a strong 
argument  in  favor  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  use  only 
facts  that  are  fresh  in  every  telegrapher’s  mind. 


You  will  hear  the  remark  that  the  schedule 
ought  to  be  revised  at  once.  This  is  true,  but 
do  you  ask  your  committee  to  attempt  this  revision 
without  the  unflinching  support  of  the  entire  sys- 
tem? Each  member  should  take  up  the  work 
of  solid  organization,  with  the  idea  that  success 
depended  entirely  on  his  or  her  efforts,  and  it 
will  become  so  hot  on  the  P.  M.  system  that 
the  track  department  will  have  to  take  out  a rail 
occasionally  to  allow  the  necessary  expansion. 
Let  all  of  us  work  together,  and  not  wait  for  the 
man  at  the  next  station  to  do  the  work,  and  we 
will  appreciate  the  results  much  better. 

Hobo. 


Chicago  Division — 

New  Richmond  opened  as  night  office  July  8 and 
Bro.  McTntyre  is  a good  man,  carries  the  card, 
and  can  hand  you  the  goods  as  you  want  them. 

Our  local  chairman  wrote  up  Mr.  G.  E.  Davis 
of  Avenue,  a few  days  ago.  They  are  coming  in 
one  by  one,  and  the  nons  are  getting  scarce. 

Jenison  was  opened  as  a regular  station  July 
1,  with  Bro.  Scrimger  in  charge.  This  will  give 
him  more  to  do  than  flagging  the  crossing. 

Bro.  Naftzgar  has  been  transferred  from  Fenn- 
ville  to  Bangor.  Bro.  Ryan  from  Grand  Junction 
to  Fennville.  Bro.  Hart  takes  Grand  Junction. 

Bro.  Fuller,  at  Fennville,  says  he  has  some 
work  to  do  there,  but  thinks  he  will  soon  have  it 
done— the  night  man  will  be  in. 

There  is  a relief  man  on  the  pike  who  is  draw- 
ing pay  as  regular  relief  who  thinks  he  will  stand 
better  chance  of  promotion  if  he  keeps  out  of 
the  Order,  but  he  may  some  day  change  his  mind 
about  it  A man  who  will  not  look  out  for  his 
own  interests  can  not  be  expected  to  look  out 
for  the  company’s  interests  and  the  officials  know 
it. 


- Some  of  our  brothers  are  in  arrears  on  dues, 
which  should  not  be  now  that  we  have  a fair 
schedule  for  a starter,  and  good  prospects  of  get- 
ting a better  one  before  long.  Every  one  should 
keep  right  up  to  date,  do  all  he  can  to  help 
the  good  work  along,  and  go  after  the  nons.  and 
keep  after  them  until  they  surrender  and  fly  the 
right  colors.  Any  telegrapher  who  was  on  the 
system  two  years  ago  can  easily  see  the  benefits 
that  have  been  gained.  Most  of  you  are  getting 
a great  deal  more  in  increase  or  extra  pay  for 
overtime  than  your  membership  expenses  amount 
to,  and  even  if  you  are  one  of  those  who  are  not 
benefited  by  the  schedule  you  should  not  look  at 
it  from  a selfish  view,  and  drop  out.  but  stick  to 
it;  do  all  you  can  so  your  chances  will  be  better 
the  next  time,  for  there  certainly  is  another  time 
coming,  and  just  as  certain  that  all  will  be  bene- 
fited. perhaps  not  at  the  same  time  nor  in  the 
same  way.  but  it  is  worth  working  for,  and  we 
will  surely  get  it  if  we  do  our  part. 

Have  you  noticed  the  great  amount  of  good 
work  our  G.  S.  & T.  is  doing?  He  is  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  Give  him  all  the  assist- 
ance you  can  in  every  way,  and  good  results  will 
soon  show  up. 
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If  you  know  of  any  items  of  interest  or  have 
anything  to  say  for  pu'  lication  in  our  valuable 
journal,  communicate  it  to  our  local  chairman,  and 
it  will  be  started  in  the  right  channel. 

CSBT.  425. 


Ludingtcn  Division — 

Seems  all  the  brothers  on  this  division  of  the 
P.  M.  are  dead — nothing  in  our  journal  from  this 
division  in  a long  time.  Although  I am  not  much 
given  to  this  with  the  permission  of  Bro.  Quick 
I will  break  the  spell.  Bro.  Ellison,  of  Ludington, 
is  off  account  sickness. 

Bro.  Thompson,  of  Branch,  just  returned  from 
six  weeks’  vacation.  Bob  says  he  had  a large 
time. 

Bro.  Roodhouse,  of  Baldwin,  is  taking  a vaca- 
tion, relieved  by  Mr.  Link. 

Sister  Coal  well,  of  Ungers,  says  it  seems  good 
to  wear  a nice  O.  R.  1.  button.  Sister,  there  is 
a good  chance  for  you  to  do  a little  missionary 
work  there.  Try  and  show  Miss  Lacey  the  right 
course  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  of  Reed  City,  says  he  will  be 
with  us  soon.  Don’t  forget  it,  Mr.  “B.” 

Business  is  a little  slow  just  at  present,  but 
it  will  soon  be  lively  enough. 

Brothers,  let  us  wake  up,  and  have  a little 
news  from  this  division  each  month,  and  let  the 
rest  of  the  world  know  through  the  columns  of 
The  Telegrapher  that  there  is  a lot  of  wide- 
awake brothers  on  this  pike.  There  is  plenty  of 
work  for  us  to  do,  as  there  are  a number  of  nons 
on  this  division  and  we  need  every  one  of  them. 
If  there  is  a division  correspondent  on  this  di- 
vision let  him  wake  up,  and  if  not,  why  not  have 
one  appointed  so  as  to  have  our  division  well  rep- 
resented in  The  Telegrapher  each  issue? 

We  are  all  very  busy,  but  each  one  ought  to  be 
able  to  contribute  a few  lines,  and  if  we  did 
our  division  correspondent  could  have  a nice 
write-up.  Keep  after  the  nons  and  help  com- 
plete thorough  organization.  Our  future  welfare 
depends  on  it.  Let  us  have  this  division  solid 
so  when  our  committee  go  before  the  manage- 
ment again  they  can  say  they  represent  every 
telegrapher  and  agent  on  this  system,  and  then 
we  can  secure  better  pay  and  working  conditions. 

Cert.  347. 


T.,  H.  & B.  Ry. 

I have  only  been  a member  of  this  organiza- 
tion for  a short  time,  but  seeing  nothing  for  a 
couple  of  months  from  any  of  the  boys  on  this 
line,  thought  I would  write  a few  lines. 

Every  month  when  I receive  the  journal  I al- 
ways start  at  the  first  page  and  read  part,  if  not 
all,  of  every  page  in  the  book.  Every  part  is  in- 
teresting. even  the  advertising,  and  it  is  a great 
credit  to  the  worthy  brother  who  gets  it  up. 

When  I read  about  the  $75  minimum  it  strikes 
me  as  a bad  move.  In  places  it  would  be  all 
right,  but  some  places  it  would  not.  The  hour 
basis  is  a better  pbn.  Then  every  one  gets  paid 
according  to  his  ability. 


The  greatest  achievement  we  could  make  would 
be  to  stop  the  running  of  the  trains  on  Sunday. 
Imagine  some  of  us  working  on  Sunday  just  the 
same  as  other  days,  sitting  at  our  desks,  hearing 
the  church  bells  ring,  and  we  have  to  wait  until 
No.  74  and  75  have  passed  before  the  dispatcher 
can  give  us  the  welcome  “GN\” 

Cert.  2517. 


800  Line. 

Wisconsin  Dwision — 

Early  this  spring  Bro.  D.  D.  Harrington,  agent 
at  Ingram  for  over  twelve  years,  resigned  to  go 
into  the  mercantile  business,  but  in  less  than  two 
months  he  sold  his  interests  and  returned  to  his 
first  love,  and  is  now  relieving  the  agent  at  Her- 
mansville.  We  are  glad  to  welcome  you  back, 
Bro.  H. 

Bro.  Nelson,  agent  Ladysmith,  has  been  want- 
ing a lay  off  for  a long  time,  and  finely  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  relief  agent  to  go  there, 
but  the  unexpected  happened,  and  Bro.  Nelson 
was  disappointed  again. 

We  understand  a movement  is  on  foot  to  have 
Bro.  Smith  reinstated  at  Bruce.  The  business 
men  could  not  get  along  without  the  genial  agent, 
so  have  asked  the  management  for  his  return. 
Bro.  Smith  was  booked  for  the  dispatcher’s  office 
at  Enderline.  N.  D. 

Bro.  Williams,  nights  at  Prentice,  was  doing 
the  agent  act  at  Bruce  for  the  past  three  weeks. 
He  was  relieved  by  a new  man  by  the  name  of 
Stevenson.  Understand  he  is  from  the  C.  G.  W. 

One  lone  non  on  this  division  is  our  record 
now.  A good  man  and  we  would  be  glad  to  wel- 
come him  to  our  Order.  Mr.  Keene  can  you 
afford  to  stay  out?  We  think  not.  The  Order 
needs  all  good  men  of  the  telegraph  profession, 
but  I think  the  time  has  come  when  the  few 
nons  that  are  out  need  the  protection  of  the  Or- 
der. The  Order  is  in  position  to  get  along  with- 
out them  better  than  they  can  without  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Order.  A.  C.  Castle. 


D.,  8.  8.  & A.  Ry. 

July  4,  1004,  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the 
members  of  Division  116,  who  journeyed  to  the 
Soo  for  a day’s  outing.  Did  it  rain?  Well.  I 
guess  it  did,  from  7 a.  m.  to  3 p.  m.  On  arrival 
the  bunch  headed  for  the  Park  Hotel,  where 
dinner  was.  partaken  of  and  an  ad:oumment  made 
to  the  parlor,  where  Mr.  C.  D.  Taylor,  telegrapher 
at  St.  Mary’s  transfer,  was  quickly  transformed  to 
brother. 

During  the  ceremony  the  ladies  in  the  party 
were  banished,  and  Bros.  Papple  and  Smnil  were 
selected  a committee  to  locate  them.  After  a 
fruitless  search  they  returned  to  find  all  gathered 
in  the  parlor. 

Bro.  Smail  was  called  forward,  when  General 
Secretary  Kemp,  in  a pleasant  and  spirited  ad- 
dress on  behalf  of  Division  116.  presented  him 
with  a beautiful  set  of  silver  cutlery.  The  occa- 
sion was  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  wedded 
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blist  Needless  for  the  writer  to  say  the  sur- 
prise was  complete.  After  congratulations  were 
over,  and  old  Sol  had  by  this  time  come  forth 
in  all  his  glory,  we  all  headed  for  Canada,  but 
our  time  being  short  only  a few  minutes'  stay 
was  had  when  we  headed  for  home. 

To  the  management  of  the  D.  S.  S.  & A.  we 
extend  our  sincere  thanks  for  courtesies  extended, 
and  especially  to  General  Superintendent  Lyle 
who  kindly  placed  a special  car  at  our  disposal. 

To  the  members  of  Division  116,  I would  re- 
quest that  each  one  endeavor  to  give  in  return 
the  very  best  service  in  adhering  strictly  to  the 
rules  and  circulars  issued  from  time  to  time  in 
order  to  show  that  we  appreciate  courtesies  of 
this  nature. 

The  writer  has  been  twenty-five  years  in  the 
railway  serv:ce,  and  traveled  a little  in  that  time, 
and  can  truthfully  say  we  have  the  finest  lot 
of  officials,  from  the  president  down  to  the  chief 
dispatcher,  to  be  found  anywhere.  Cbrt.  9307. 


C.  & A.  Ry. 

Things  on  the  Only  Way  are  progressing  nicely. 
There  are,  however,  still  a few  nons  with  us,  and 
an  earnest  endeavor  should  be  made  by  all  broth- 
ers to  get  every  key  pounder  in  to  the  fold.  Our 
local  chairmen  are  appointed,  but  they  can’t  do 
it  all.  Let  every  one  do  his  best  to  make  the 
Only  Way  an  up-to-date  road  among  the  teleg- 
raphers of  the  country.  The  firemen  have  just 
concluded  their  sohedule,  and  got  practically  all 
they  asked  for.  The  engineers'  grievances  were 
ad;usted.  The  conductors  are  adjusting  their 
grievances.  How  I wish  I could  say  that  the 
telegraphers’  schedule  was  being  presented.  Don’t 
get  discouraged,  though,  boys.  Our  time  is  com- 
ing, and  I think  wc  have  a better  9how  now  than 
we  have  ever  had.  If  the  company  will  schedule 
the  firemen,  they  surely  will  schedule  the  teleg- 
raphers. Every  one  get  busy  now,  and  run  the 
list  up  another  10  per  cent  this  next  month. 
Make  it  95  per  cent  strong  by  September  pay  day. 

There  are  several  young  ladies  on  this  line  now, 
and  I think  they  will  all  make  good  sisters. 

Don’t  neglect  to  ask  them  to  be  a sister  to 
you  any  way. 

Use  the  U.  S.  mail  and  your  own  paper.  Don’t 
do  anything  to  be  found  fault  with.  All  work 
together  for  the  good  of  the  cause.  Every  appli- 
cation means  that  much  more  behind  us. 

Cert.  1591. 


Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 

At  a meeting  held  at  Neenah  Sunday,  July  24, 
Bro.  A.  L.  Alderman,  South  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  was 
elected  general  chairman  of  W.  C.  System  Di- 
vision, No.  1 21.  The  membership  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  his  selection  for  he  is  certainly 
the  right  man  in  the  rignt  place.  Bro.  Aldbrman 
is  a true  blue  O.  R.  T.  man,  and  well  posted  in 
O.  R.  T.  wo-k.  He  is  a hustler,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  local  chairmen,  all  of  which  are 
leaders,  I feel  that  our  success  is  assured. 


Bro.  A.  R.  Case,  Neenah,  nights,  visited  Mil- 
waukee friends  between  trains  recently.  Can  it 
be  possible  that  Bro.  Case  also  contemplates  sui- 
cide? 

Bro.  Sinotte,  of  Shops,  nights,  shouldered  his 
little  bun.h  of  application  blanks  the  thirteenth, 
and  hiked  down  as  far  as  Camp  Lake,  doing 
terrible  execution  on  both  sides.  Good  for  you, 
Bro.  “SJ.” 

We  "13”  the  two  men  at  Silver  Lake  have  made 
out  applications,  and  will  be  in  line  soon.  The 
nons  are  beginning  to  see  that  we  mean  business. 

Bro.  A.  L.  Alderman  and  wife,  “SX,”  nights, 
visited  Waukesha  friends  on  the  eighteenth.  The 
night  man  there  is  O.  K.,  and  will  be  with  us 
soon.  We  admire  a man,  whether  an  O.  R.  T. 
or  non,  but  the  good  Lord  protect  us  from  such 
mortals  who  withhold  their  support  from  this 
organization  because  they  imagine  that  by  so 
doing  they  gain  the  admiration  of  their  superiors, 
and  will  climb  the  ladder  of  promotion  more 
rapidly.  These  same  men  (?)  are  to-day  drawing 
from  five  to  ten  dollars  increase,  and  would  gladly 
take  as  much  more  if  they  could  get  it,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  they  have  no  use  for  the  O.  R.  T., 
and  can’t  sec  what  good  it  is.  But  let  us  be 
thankful  that  there  are  but  few  of  this  class  on 
the  W.  C.  In  fact,  we  can  count  them  on  our 
right  hand,  and  what  is  more  we  have  them 
spotted. 

In  the  near  future  we  shall  publish  a list  of 
the  few  remaining  nons,  and  also  the  names  of 
student  teachers,  the  two  greatest  enemies  the  O. 
R.  T.  has  to  deal  with. 

Although  Bro.  Watts  is  situated  at  that  much- 
ridiculed  resort,  “State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,” 
no  one  need  think  that  for  one  moment  that  Bro. 
Watts  is  an  inmate  of  that  institution,  nor  that 
he  is  not  the  real  thing.  Keep  after  'em,  Bro. 
“W.” 

Bro.  S.  J.  Sebora,  of  Spencer,  has  been  enjoy- 
ing a few  weeks'  vacation  visiting  his  parents  at 
Junction  City. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Thomson,  agent  Colby  is  also  taking 
a vacation,  relieved  by  Mr.  Graham,  an  extra 
man.  We  “13’*  Mr.  Graham  is  composed  of  the 
right  kind  of  stuff,  and  will  be  with  us  soon. 

Bro.  M.  E.  Menke.  who  always  pays  his  dues 
cn  time,  has  just  returned  from  a visit  with  his 
parents  at  Totter. 

Mr.  Atwood,  late  of  Dttplainville,  days,  has 
been  transferred  to  Lake  Villa,  nights.  Duplain- 
ville  tower  has  been  closed. 

Bro.  O.  T.  Goldner,  at  “SA.”  nights,  has  been 
promoted  to  Junction  City,  nights.  Between  him 
and  Bro.  Steinitzky  that  joint  ought  to  be  cleared, 
of  student  helpers  soon. 

Bro.  F.  C.  Lefky,  agent  Collins,  returned  from 
a month’s  vacation  the  seventeenth,  much  improved 
in  health  and  a stronger  believer  in  O.  R.  T. 
principles  thin  ever. 

Bro.  E.  R.  Cram  is  making  the  rounds  and 
doing  really  better  than  we  expected.  He  has 
so  far  secured  over  twenty  applications,  besides 
is  securing  the  necessary  information.  This  is 
certainly  encouraging,  and  means  success.  Bro. 
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Cram  called  on  your  general  secretary  and  treas- 
urer at  Rosendale,  Sunday,  the  17th,  turning  over 
a lot  af  application  blanks  and  the  necessary  dough, 
and  both  parties  worked  almost  all  day  on  re- 
ports, and  getting  things  in  shape.  We  took 
Bro.  Cram  for  a Mexican  at  first  glance,  but  soon 
found  that  we  were  mistaken.  He  made  almost 
the  entire  trip  on  his  wheel.  He  is  badly  tanned, 
and  his  linen  collar  was  badly  wilted  on  arrival 
here. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Bryan,  formerly  located  at  Owen 
as  agent,  is  now  slinging  lightning  at  Ironwood. 
Bro.  Bryan  keeps  right  after  the  nons. 

There  is  going  to  be  something  doing  at  Necnah 
Sunday,  the  24th.  Look  out  for  meeting  news 
in  our  next. 

I might  say  more,  but  my  time  is  limited,  and 
what  is  worse,  am  writing  this  on  an  empty  stom- 
ach. If  I don’t  hike  upstairs  right  away  I will 
be  too  late  for  breakfast.  Hcpe  to  see  many  of 
you  out  to  meeting  Sunday.  Will  quite  likely 
call  meeting  somewhere  on  north  or  west  end 
this  fall,  so  as  to  give  boys  up  that  way  a chance 
to  get  together.  H.  O.  Lengelsen. 


B.  & O.  Ry. 

Connellsvitle  Division — 

Don’t  drop  dead  at  the  sight  of  the  Connells- 
ville  Division  appearing  in  these  columns  once  more. 
Just  wait  for  the  writer’s  appearance  about  the 
middle  of  each  month  with  a large  caliber  Colt’s 
to  extract  notes  from  the  members  along  the 
line,  then  indulge  in  heart  failure.  It  seems  that 
the  above  mentioned  method  is  the  only  way  that 
information  can  be  secured  from  the  fraternity 
here  in  order  to  be  represented  monthly  in  our 
journal.  Am  wondering  what  will  be  discovered 
on  the  line  on  my  first  trip— a bunch  of  dead 
ones  in  a trance,  or  has  moss  grown  all  over 
them?  Now  come  to  life,  and  let  us  know  what 
is  going  on  in  your  diggings  before  the  fifteenth 
of  each  month,  or  you  know  what  to  expect. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Schaefer,  Cook’s  Mills,  has  taken 
charge  of  the  warehouse  and  shipping  depart- 
ment at  Cumberland,  Md.,  for  a large  Baltimore 
firm.  He  has  the  good  wishes  of  the  fraternity 
for  success  in  the  new  position. 

Bros.  J.  M.  Crouse,  Hyndman,  Pa.,  and  Howard 
Bartholomew,  Philson,  Pa.,  were  off  during  a 
portion  of  July,  and  spent  their  vacation  taking 
in  The  Pike  and  other  sights  at  St.  Louis.  Re- 
port a fine  time,  and  say  Anheuser-Busch  is  a de- 
lightful summer  garden  treat,  and  arc  anxious  for 
another  vacation. 

Bro.  S.  J.  Zufall,  who  has  been  attending:  the 
Virginia  Military  Institution,  Lexington,  Va., 
found  vacation  days  hanging  heavily  on  his  hands, 
and  concluded  to  try  the  lightning  slinging  busi- 
ness again.  He  is  now  at  "HK”  tower  tem- 
porarily. 

Miss  Florence  Cummings  has  returned  to  this 
division  after  an  absence  of  eight  or  nine  months 
in  parts  unknown,  and  is  now  at  Meycrsdale,  days, 
causing  a general  movement  of  telegraphers  on 
the  “Hill.”  The  deal  advances  Bro.  C.  R.  Dar- 


rah  to  the  top — to  Sand  Patch  at  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  where  he  is  wrestling  with  a new  36- 
lever  machine  of  the  Armstrong  style,  and  when 
he  catches  his  breath  murmurs  blessings  towards 
Meyersdale  for  giving  him  the  boost  up.  Places 
Bro.  Lynch  on  nights,  and  for  the  present  seems 
to  he  chasing  Bro.  Toomey  around  any  old  place. 

Bro.  Ellis.  Garrett,  is  taking  his  summer  vaca- 
tion, and  is  listening  to  the  stories  of  the  sea 
nymphs  on  the  Jersey  coast. 

Bro.  Currie  has  been  assigned  Johnstown,  Pa., 
days,  and  is  greatly  missed  on  the  main  line. 
He  is  succeeded  at  Garrett,  nights,  by  Bro.  Hagan, 
recently  broker’s  telegrapher,  who  is  chased  to 
the  mountains  by  the  doctors  in  order  to  escape 
Pittsburg  smoke  and  typhoid  germs.  We  trust 
that  the  change  will  prove  beneficial  to  his  family. 

Ask  Bro.  Stanley,  Markleton,  the  proper  meth- 
ods to  pursue  in  order  to  properly  protect  your 
seniority  rights,  and  save  your  happy  home. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Walters,  who  has  been  in  business 
at  Meyersdale  for  several  years,  has  returned  to 
the  key,  and  is  now  at  Rockwood,  Pa.,  handling 
the  machine,  n:ghts. 

We  are  hanpy  to  see  Bro.  Souser  in  harness 
once  mo'e.  He  is  now  handling  the  levers,  days, 
at  the  Rockwood  electric  plant.  Bro.  S..  was  off 
for  over  two  years  due  to  the  injuries  received 
in  the  wreck  of  No.  6,  in  which  the  entire  train 
of  six  coaches  and  Pullmans  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  brother  has  had  a long  siege  of  it,  but 
is  coming  right  along  now. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Mitten,  who  remained  so  long  at 
Brook  through  “thick  and  thin,”  has  taken  Hynd- 
man. nights,  where  he  is  now  located. 

Bro.  Rush  has  returned  from  furlough,  and 
is  once  more  at  the  old  stand,  Indian  Creek.  The 
loss  of  his  wife  was  a sad  blow  and  leaves  him 
with  three  small  children.  He  has  the  heartfelt 
sympathy  of  the  brothers  here. 

Bro.  Krieg,  Uniontown,  spent  his  leave  of  ab- 
sence in  his  old  Baltimore  home,  and  is  once  more 
at  work  in  the  capital  of  tne  coke  country. 

Bro.  C.  S.  Laughlin,  Burnell,  is  now  located 
in  an  onen  air  camp  in  the  Adirondack  Moun- 
tains, Saranac  Lake,  N.  Y.,  and  reports  fishing 
good,  and  that  he  is  improving  rapidly  and  en- 
joys tent  life.  We  hope  to  see  him  back  with 
us  in  due  time. 


Bro.  Demerest,  formerly  Rockwood,  nights,  has 
just  returned  from  a two  months*  trip  through 
the  West,  having  been  around  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park  and  the  Coeur  d’Alene  coun- 
try. He  is  now  twisting  levers  on  the  electric 
plant  at  Confluence,  nights. 

Bro.  Borthwick,  who  was  with  Bro.  Demerest. 
stopped  on  the  way  back  to  try  for  160  acres 
of  Rosebud  Indian  land  in  South  Dakota.  If  he 
fails  to  win  a ranch  in  the  allotment  there  we 
suggest  a Pocahontas  whom  Uncle  Sam  has  been 
good  to  in  dividing  the  reservation  purchase 
money  with. 

Among  the  changes  at  division  headquarters. 
Connellsvillc.  we  note  Jule  Smith  and  Walter 
Haines,  promoted  to  dispatchers;  Bro.  J.  D.  Mar 
graft’,  from  Confluence  to  copier  and  extra  dia 
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patcher;  L.  E.  O’Donnell,  manager  "DC”  met- 
sa^e  room;  E.  H.  Davis  in  charge  of  the  latter, 
nights,  and  J.  G.  Kuhn,  operator,  days. 

Business  seems  fair  to  good  here.  From  about 
the  i st  to  the  15th  of  each  month  the  supply  of 
telegraphers  is  good,  then  comes  pay  day,  and  the 
flitting  of  the  floaters,  and  a consequent  shortage 
of  men  for  the  balance  of  the  month.  It  is 
seldom  that  what  may  be  termed  the  regular  men 
take  their  departure,  but  it  seems  a continual 
change  with  the  extra  list  and  newcomers. 

For  the  semi-annual  term  ending  December  31, 
1903,  Connellsville  Division  did  not  lose  a mem- 
ber through  non-payment  of  dues,  but  for  the 
term  ending  June  30,  1904,  we  lost  two  members 
from  this  cause.  What  is  the  matter  with  return- 
ing to  the  first  way  of  doing  business,  and  see 
that  not  a member  fails  to  pay  dues  for  the  pres- 
ent term  ending  December  31,  1904?  The  Con- 
nellsville Division  has  six  members  who  are  in 
other  business  in  this  vicinity  that  retain  their, 
membership.  When  they  do  this  it  does  not  speak 
well  for  those  of  us  who  are  working  at  the 
business  to  drop  out.  Keep  right  up  to  date,  and 
do  not  forget  that  to  fall  in  arrears  sixty  days 
in  either  the  M.  B.  D.  or  the  regular  Order  for- 
feits the  insurance  in  case  of  being  unexpectedly 
caiiea  to  the  other  world.  Those  not  entirely 
familiar  with  this  question  should  stir  themselves 
up,  and  learn  just  where  they  are  at.  It  -is  poor 
business  tact  to  forfeit,  or  run  the  risk  of  the 
insurance  not  being  payable  to  one’s  heirs,  through 
being  n month  or  two  slow  in  keeping  up  pay- 
ments. Amigo. 


Chicago  Division — 

It  seems  as  if  the  boys  on  the  Chicago  Division 
have  ail  gone  into  a trance  since  the  last  revision 
of  our  schedule.  Although  some  of  them  did  not 
receive  any  increase  in  salary  and  none  of  them 
any  very  large  raise,  still  it  is  a little,  and  should 
be  duly  appreciated,  while  we  keep  on  trying  for 
better  results  in  the  future.  Do  you  realize,  broth- 
ers, that  we  are  now  ahead  of  the  brothers  on 
other  roads  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  noth- 
ing but  our  being  organized  has  put  us  there? 
We  have  no  cause  to  feel  discouraged,  as  we  will 
lose  all  we  have  gained  unless  we  keep  in  line 
and  work  together  for  further  increases. 

There  are  several  nons  among  us  who  thank- 
lessly accept  the  extra  dollars  which,  we  have 
put  in  their  hands,  and  repay  us  by  turning  out 
students  with  a regularity  that  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  were  it  in  some  better  cause. 

There  » to  be  another  meeting  at  Garrett  in 
the  near  future,  and  every  brother  on  the  Chi- 
cago Division  Saould  make  an  earnest  effort  to 
be  present.  1 he  past  few  meetings  have  been 
very  poorly  attended,  and  this  is  very  discourag- 
ing to  our  local  chairmen  who  have  worked  hard 
in  our  interests.  The  brothers  on  the  west  end 
have  always  turned  out  better  than  those  east  of 
Garrett.  The  east  end  brothers  have  a better 
chance  to  get  trains  both  ways  than  those  of  the 
western  end. 


We  have  tne  finest  division  on  the  Bi  & O. 
system,  and  let  us  make  the  interest  as  great  here 
as  on  some  of  the  other  divisions. 

Bro.  Matthias,  of  Standley,  has  gone  to  Deshler, 
nights. 

Bro.  Wilber  Cook  has  taken  the  Leland  gravel 
pit,  which  has  just  opened  for  the  summer. 

Bro.  "Bull”  Smith,  who  has  been  copy  and 
extra  dispatcher  at  Garrett,  is  back  at  Hicksville, 
nights. 

Bro.  Keefe,  who  has  been  at  Chicago  “GS,” 
nights,  is  at  "G”  office,  Garrett. 

The  wires  were  taken  out  at  Auburn  Jet.  re- 
cently, and  Bro.  Showalter  is  now  bucking  the 
extra  list,  relieving  Bro.  Weaver,  at  Kimmell. 
Bro.  Weaver  is  laying  off,  and  is  visiting  his 
parents  in  Michigan. 

Let  us  all  take  hold  and  strive  to  advance,  step 
by  step,  until  we  shall  have  attained  the  wages 
that  we  justly  deserve.  Cert.  232. 

Ohio  River  Division — 

What  has  become  of  the  movement  towards 
holding  another  meeting,  either  in  Parkersburg 
or  Wheeling?  Would  it  not  be  a good  idea  to 
get  together  and  discuss  some  mode  of  action 
relative  to  bestowing  some  small  token  of  our 
esteem  to  our  great  and  good  friend,  the  Western 
Union,  for  allowing  us  to  get  so  much  gratuitous 
practice  by  handling  their  business?  Prepare  a 

resolution  offering  to  relieve  them  of  a small  part 
of  their  immense  burden  of  *filthy  lucre;  say  about 
ten  per  cent  of  tolls  on  outgoing  and  incoming 
messages,  this  being  a substantial  way  of  showing 
our  appreciation.  I notice  that  on  other  roads 
where  the  Postal  encroached  upon  them  they  very 
cheerfully  (?)  accepted  such  a kind  arrangement 
Possibly  they  would  not  so  readily  accept  our 

offering,  but  a little  mild  persuasion  (the  kind 

patented  by  our  N.  & W.  brothers  during  their 
encounter  with  the  express  company)  should  con- 
vince them  that  we  were  in  earnest. 

Bro.  Kinchloe,  “QN,”  now  taking  thirty  days’ 
rest.  He  will  see  the  big  fair  before  he  returns. 

Bro.  O’Conner,  "X,”  back  after  fifteen  days’ 
absence.  Mr.  bivain  held  down  the  owl  trick 

and  is  now  days  at  "MO,”  vice  Mr.  McClusky, 
promoted  to  Martinsville  as  agent.  Mr.  Sivain 
promises  tt>  soon  be  one  of  us. 

Bro.  Langley,  "QN,”  now  on  days  temporarily 
at  same  place. 

Bro.  Flowers,  "S,”  still  off  on  account  of  bad 
health.  Cert.  1498. 


Neiv  Casile  Division — 


What’s  the  matter  with  this  division?  Why 
not  take  some  interest  in  our  noble  Order,  and 
wake  up? 

Every  six  months  we  receive  a "debit  letter.” 
We  pay  up  and  that’s  the  last  for  another  six 
months.  Are  all  the  boys  satisfied  with  this? 
If  so,  enough  said.  If  not,  let  me  suggest  a 
plan  of  holding  meetings.  One  month  have  a 
joint  meeting  at  Youngstown,  with  the  Lake 
Branch  hoys,  the  next  month  a meeting  at  Akron, 
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to  give  the  west  end  boys  a chance  to  attend. 
Try  this  for  a few  months.  If  things  are  not 
more  satisfactory  to  all,  and  more  good  done  for 
the  Order,  then  drift  back  to  the  present  way. 
Brothers,  those  that  are  in  favor  of  waking  up, 
take  this  matter  up,  and  keep  at  it  until  something 
is  done.  CaaT.  506. 

Cumberland  Division — 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Teleg- 
raphers' Club,  held  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  July  23, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  by  a unani- 
mous vote. 

Resolved,  That  the  Telegraphers’  Club  of  the 
Cumberland  Division  and  other  branches  of  the 
B.  & O.  Railway  leading  into  Cumberland,  do 
hereby  approve  of  the  plan  of  action  as  outlined 
by  the  brother  who  wrote  the  article,  “The  $75 
Minimum  an  Accomplished  Fact,”  signed  “Wan- 
derer,” in  July  issue  of  The  Telegrapher,  1904. 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  our  Grand  and  General 
Officers  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  get  the  general 
support  of  the  B.  & O.  system,  and  all  other  sys- 
tem and  local  divisions  throughout  the  country 
in  carrying  out  “Wanderer’s”  proposition. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  at  which 
same  are  approved;  a copy  forwarded  to  President 
H.  B.  Peiham,  to  The  Telegrapher  for  publica- 
tion, and  a copy  furnished  the  General  Chairman 
and  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  B.  & O. 
System  Division,  No.  33. 

C.  W.  Staub, 

G.  A.  Ott, 

J.  M.  Marquette. 

Committee. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  His 
infinite  wisdom,  to  take  from  our  midst  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Cromley,  the  mother  of  Brother  J.  K. 
Cromley,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  exceedingly  regret  the  death 
of  Mrs.  W.  F.  Cromley,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  B.  & O.  System  Division,  No. 
33,  of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  ex- 
tend to  the  bereaved  father  and  our  brother  our 
deepest  sympathy,  and  a copy  of  these  Resolutions 
be  presented  to  the  family,  and  also  a copy  sent 
to  our  official  journal  for  publication. 

K.  R.  Hagen. 

Committee. 


B.  & O.  8.  W.  Ry. 

Cincinnati  Division — 

It  is  seldom  that  we  see  notes  from  the  B.  & O. 
S.  W.  in  our  grand  journal.  I suppose  other 
roads  hive  no  idea  how  strong  we  really  are 
O.  R.  T.-ically.  There  is  only  one  non  on  this 
division,  Mr.  Al.  Weideman,  days,  at  Storrs  yard 
office.  Al.,  I think  the  responsibilities  of  your 
office  are  far  greater,  and  require  much  more 
ability  than  it  does  to  hold  down  the  position  of 
passenger  conductor,  which  job  pays  a stipend 


of  $140  per  month,  while  your  office  has  been 
paying  $60  as  long  as  I can  remember.  You 
know  as  well  as  I that  organization  is  the  cause 
of  this  wide  discrepancy  in  wages,  so  why  not 
come  into  the  fold  and  help  us  out,  and  some 
day  in  the  near  future  you  will  be  getting  living 
wages,  same  as  the  conductors.  I don’t  begrudge 
the  conductors  their  $140  per,  but  I do  lament 
our  $45  minimum.  We  have  only  ourselves  to 
blame. 

It  is  about  a year  since  our  schedule  was  re- 
vised. From  the  fact  that  we  are  so  near  thor- 
ough organization,  business  heavy  account  World’s 
Fair,  etc.,  it  would  be  a splendid  time  to  present 
our  wants.  Just  think,  the  Big  Four  road  has 
a minimum  of  $50.  We  should  fight  for  all  we 
are  worth  for  Sundays  off,  quarterly  or  annual 
passes  over  the  division  on  which  we  are  wot  king, 
and  a vacation  each  year  with  pay.  The  dispatch- 
ers ought  by  all  means  come  into  the  Order,  if 
they  ever  hope  to  get  out  of  the  $110  rut.  On 
all  roads  where  the  dispatchers  belong  to  the 
O.  R.  T.  they  receive  a higher  remuneration  for 
their  labors;  the  Southern  Pacific  and  the  Canadian 
Pacific  for  instance.  We  have  a very  nice  set 

of  dispatchers  to  work  with  on  this  end,  and  with 
an  O.  R.  T.  pin  on  the  lapel  of  their  coat,  con- 
nected wi:h  an  O.  R.  T.  smile,  and  one  of  the 
passports  (O.  R.  T.  card)  to  the  higher  life,  they 
would  be  simply  impregnable.  While  I believe  in 
getting  as  much  as  we  can  for  our  labor,  l*m 
afraid  the  $75  minimum  would  be  too  radical  a 
change  from  our  present  $45.  1 am  of  the  opinion 

that  a $60  minimum  would  be  the  proper  one. 

We  have  scribes  on  this  line  that  far  exceed 
me  in  ability,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they 
don’t  open  up  once  in  awhile  and  give  us  their 
views.  For  instance,  an  article  from  our  be- 
loved local  secretary  and  treasurer  would  be 

highly  appreciated.  I hope  and  opine  that  Bro. 

Quick  will  let  this  get  by  his  goatship  on  account 
of  articles  from  this  division  being  such  a rarity, 
that  this  one  will  come  in  the  shape  of  an  inno- 
vation, rank  as  it  is.  J.  Nutlet  Bugcue. 


Canadian  Pacific. 

Pacific  Division — 

Although  we  can  boast  of  1,300  members  in 
good  standing  on  the  great  national  railway,  bet- 
ter known  as  the  C.  P.  R.,  we  do  not  appear  to 
possess  many  correspondents.  It  is  probably  due 
to  the  modesty  characteristic  of  the  Canadian 
telegrapher,  or  possibly  some  of  our  correspond- 
ents are  waiting  for  a reply  to  their  scorching 
criticisms  on  the  inactivity  of  local  committees. 
I do  not  blame  the  critic,  as  we  are  certainly 
working  under  great  disadvantages,  owing  to 
the  obstacles  preventing  us  meeting  together  and 
exchanging  views,  also  keeping  members  posted 
on  the  actual  conditions  existing  in  the  different 
sections.  If  members  were  kept  acquainted  with 
the  work  done  by  committees  and  the  reasons 
why  a change  is  not  made  at  times,  there  would 
probably  be  a better  feeling,  at  least  a feeling 
of  contentment  would  prevail.  This  can  only  be 
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accomplished  by  the  formation  of  regular  divisions 
at  some  central  point,  and  have  monthly  meetings, 
say  at  Vancouver,  Revilstoke  and  Nelson.  In  this 
way  a majority  at  least  would  know  exactly  what 
their  grievance  committees  are  doing,  and  the 
latter  would  have  the  benefit  of  suggestions  from 
individual  members  to  assist  them  in  redressing 
existing  grievances.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  our  present  separated  condition  is  to  a great 
extent  the  cause  of  so  many  members  forgetting 
to  pay  their  dues. 

1 would  like  the  members  of  the  Pacific  Division 
to  discuss  this  point  in  Tub  Telegraph  kb  so  that 
memLers  will  become  interested,  and  we  may 
succeed  in  adopting  my  suggestion,  or  some  other's, 
which  will  probably  suit  the  requirements.  There 
have  been  several  promotions  among  our  members 
lately,  and  our  business  is  increasing  so  rapidly 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  secure  such  increase  in 
our  salaries  in  proportion  to  the  work  we  are 
called  upon  to  perform.  Now  I hope  our  regular 
correspondents  will  be  able  to  resume  their  in- 
teresting articles,  and  show  the  rest  of  the  rail- 
way telegraphers  that  the  C.  P.  R.  boys  are  very 
much  alive.  Ed.  Goulet. 


Norfolk  A Southern  R.  R. 

In  March  a few  of  we  boys  commenced  to  agi- 
tate the  O.  R.  T.  on  this  system,  and  now  we 
are  in  fairly  good  shape  on  all  divisions.  This 
(Norfolk)  division  is  now  about  solid,  with  part 
of  the  nons  promise^. 

A schedule  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
who  will  wait  upon  the  general  superintendent 
on  his  return,  he  being  away  on  a vacation.  We 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  fairness,  and 
therefore  believe  that  our  schedule  will  be  granted. 
We  have  been  laboring  earnestly  for  the  com- 
pany all  this  time  for  a salary  not  worthy  of 
mention.  In  the  past  the  wages  were  somewhat 
in  keeping  with  the  work  to  be  done,  but  at  the 
present  time  the  business  has  so  increased  that 
we  have  to  work  harder  and  should  be  paid 
better  wages  for  it  In  fact,  for  the  last  two 
months,  we  have  had  to  run  to  do  our  work  on 
accuunt  of  the  truck  shipments,  which  have  been 
very  heavy  tftis  season.  This  rush  has  been  the 
cause  of  no  news  from  this  road,  as  your  humble 
correspondent  has  not  had  any  time  to  do  any- 
thing but  work  since  May,  but  he  promises  to  do 
better  hereafter  if  the  editor’s  goat  don’t  get  this. 

In  conclusion,  I want  to  say  to  all  members,  to 
keep  your  dues  paid,  and  keep  everlastingly  after 
the  nons  until  they  come  into  the  fold.  Endeavor 
to  make  them  see  their  error,  and  then  have  them 
file  blanks. 

I hope  by  next  time  to  be  able  to  give  the 
details  of  our  schedule,  and  to  say  that  the  old 
N.  & S.  is  on  the  fair  list.  Div.  Cor. 


Norfolk  A Western  Ry. 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  chief  purpose  of 
this  organization  is  to  protect  and  promote  the 
interests  of  its  members,  and  elevate  their  con- 
dition socially,  morally  and  intellectually.  It  is 


also  generally  known  that  where  the  organization 
has  prevailed  the  longest,  the  highest  class  of 
service  invariably  obtains.  This,  of  course,  is 
the  natural  result  of  social,  moral  and  intellectual 
improvement  in  the  personnel  of  the  telegraph  de» 
partinents  so  benefited. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact,  some  of  our  com- 
mittees have  been  upbraided  by  the  management 
of  railway  companies  for  alleged  indifference  to- 
ward the  betterment  of  the  service,  it  being 
claimed  that  if  the  organization  were  to  properly 
exercise  itself  with  its  members  a great  improve- 
ment could  be  obtained.  In  one  specific  case 
the  complaint  was  made  that  the  president  of  the 
road  could  not  get  some  dispatches  straight  until 
they  had  been  repeated  to  another  office,  and  great 
stress  was  laid  on  the  fact  that  there  are  incom- 
petent telegraphers  in  the  service  at  the  present 
time,  notwithstanding  the  granting  of  salary  in- 
creases from  time  to  time. 

These  representations  are  usually  made  at  a 
time  when  the  committees  are  negotiating  for 
better  pay  and  working  conditions  for  their  con- 
stituents, and  the  complaints  being  necessarily 
vague  and  un-get-at-able,  are  nevertheless  dis- 
concerting, and  in  a measure  damaging  to  our 
cause.  For  instance,  how  is  the  president,  or  the 
committee  either,  to  know  that  the  incompetent 
who  * bulled”  the  former’s  dispatches  was  a mere 
boy,  who  was  holding  a responsible  position  for 
a salary  that  would  not  retain  a competent  man 
in  the  place?  It  is  a fact  that  not  all  telegraphers 
are  members  of  our  organization,  a few  not  be- 
ing worthy,  and  others  ineligible,  and  it  is  mani- 
festly unjust  to  charge  the  misconduct  of  these 
men  to  the  organization  to  which  they  do  not  be- 
long. If  the  railway  companies  would  pay  their 
telegraphers  a suitable  compensation  for  the  re- 
sponsible and  arduous  duties  they  perform,  the 
incompetents  would  at  once  be  replaced  with  good 
men  who  have  left  the  service  in  the  past  few 
years  to  accept  other  and  more  lucrative  employ- 
ment. 

it  is  true  that  railway  employers  have  granted 
substantial  increases  within  the  past  few  years  to 
telegraphers  as  well  as  the  other  classes  of  serv- 
ice, but  it  is  likewise  true  that  this  was  necessi- 
tated by  the  heavily  advanced  cost  of  living  which 
has  kept  apace,  and  in  many  instances  outstripped 
the  advance  in  pay.  This  is  not  a theory,  but  a 
fact,  and  one  that  is  demonstrated  by  experience, 
and  supported  by  government  statistics.  So  that 
while  the  telegrapher’s  pay  has  been  advanced  he 
is  no  better  off  than  before. 

It  may  be  true  that  this  organization  has  not 
exerted  itself  to  great  lengths  to  improve  the 
technique  of  the  telegraph  profession,  and  for 
this  fact  the  railway  companies  are  largely  to 
blame.  For  yeirs  after  the  birth  of  the  Order  of 
Railroad  Telegraphers  it  was  engaged  in  a con- 
tinuous fight  for  existence,  and  its  leaders  were 
fully  occupied  in  direct:ng  its  movement  against 
the  combined  and  determined  resistance  of  the 
railway  companies.  It  is  only  of  very  recent  years 
that  success  and  security  have  come  in  sufficient 
plentitude  to  justify  a little  resting  on  the  oars  to 
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take  a look  around.  In  view  of  all  of  this,  there- 
fore it  would  seem  to  be  a little  out  of  order  for 
the  companies  to  upbraid  the  organization  because 
the  telegraph  department  of  railway  service  is  not 
a thing  of  perfection  at  this  time. 

After  taking  a careful  survey  of  both  sides  of 
the  situation,  it  can  not  be  denied  that  there 
is  great  room  for  improvement.  That  the  Order 
on  this  road  has  announced  its  intention  to  strive 
for  the  betterment  of  the  telegraph  service  is  gen- 
erally known,  but  all  the  announcements  and  good 
intentions  in  the  world  will  accomplish  nothing 
unless  the  - membership  makes  a genuine  effort 
to  that  end.  This  purpose,  in  order  to  be  effect- 
ive, must  have  individual  and  personal  applica- 
tion, and  in  a specific  manner.  Each  member 
must  see  to  it  that  there  is  an  immediate  im- 
provement in  the  manner  of  performing  his  duties. 
It  is  so  easy  to  run  in  grooves  and  all  the  while 
be  unconscious  of  it.  Men  and  women  of  Di- 
vision 14,  shake  yourselves,  and  get  out  of  the 
old  ruts,  and  railroad  right,  so  that  you  may  give 
the  best  tue.e  is  in  you,  and  vindicate  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  organization.  If  you  have  not  been 
handiing  your  signals  as  the  rules  require,  begin 
doing  it  at  once.  If  your  methods  are  slipshod 
and  careless,  get  rid  of  them,  and  turn  out  work 
that  will  measure  up  to  the  standard.  If  your 
station  or  office  is  unclean,  clean  it  out,  and  take 
a lively  interest  in  everything  connected  with  your 
work,  and  you  will  be  surprised  to  find  how 
much  pleasure  you  can  get  out  of  it.  The  fact 
of  your  low  salary  must  not  enter  into  this  thing 
at  all;  you  are  under  as  much  obligation  to  do 
your  best  as  though  your  pay  were  double  what 
it  now  is.  The  telegraphers  are  not  always  going 
to  work  for  low  salaries,  and  you  should  begin 
at  once  to  prepare  yourself  to  fill  a good  position. 
A man  can  not  jump  up  to  a standard;  he  must 
work  up.  If  every  man's  salary  were  doubled  to- 
morrow, how  many  would  be  able  to  give  a first- 
class  service — because  of  the  old  ruts?  If  you 
can  not  do  your  duty  for  $50  you  can  not  do  it 
for  $100.  Right  here  some  one  rises  to  remark 
that  it  is  simply  impossible  for  some  telegraphers 
with  their  innumerable  duties  which  take  them 
away  from  the  sound  of  the  instrument,  to  give 
satisfactory  service.  It  is  very  difficult,  indeed, 
to  give  good  wire  service  under  such  conditions, 
and  it  is  regrettable  that  such  conditions  are  the 
rule  instead  of  the  exception.  The  dispatcher  tells 
you  that  you  absolutely  must  not  leave  the  office 
without  permission,  when  every  telegrapher  who 
is  also  an  agent,  knows  that  such  instructions  sim- 
ply can  not  be  lived  up  to  by  the  man  who  ex- 
pects to  remain  in  the  position.  Yet,  the  right 
thing  to  do  is  to  comply  as  nearly  as  possible.  We 
will  live  in  hopes  that  telegraphers  will  some  day 
be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  being  in  two  dif- 
ferent places  and  performing  multitudinous  duties 
at  the  same  time.  Whenever  duties  are  conflict- 
ing, give  wire  service  preference  when  possible, 
and  allow  reports,  etc.,  to  wait.  Keep  in  mind 
always  that  the  Order  on  this  line  is  engaged  in 


the  task  of  improving  the  service,  and  the  Order, 
like  the  service,  is  just  what  the  members  make  it. 

Div.  Cor. 


Radford  Division — 

Bro.  J.  M.  Rowzie,  formerly  days  at  Christians- 
burg,  has  been  appointed  agent  at  Max  Meadows, 
Va.  We  are  glad  to  see  this  position  filled  by 
a good  Order  man.  The  scab  service  has  pioved 
very  unsatisfactory,  and  one  of  the  nine  that 
scabbed  in  the  Southern  Express  strike  is  now 
seeking  green  fields  and  pastures  new.  Relief 
Agent  B ro.  Harper  advises  that  the  overtime  at 
this  point  for  the  month  of  June  paid  his  O.  R.  T. 
dues  for  two  years.  If  the  nons  can  look  this 
fact  in  the  face  and  still  not  believe  in  organized 
labor,  and  see  the  benefit  derived  from  O.  R.  T.- 
ism,  he  surely  must  be  blind  to  his  own  interest. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Hesiep  is  spending  bis  vacation  at 
the  big  show,  relieved  by  Bro.  M.  W.  Joint,  days; 
Bio.  F.  G.  McKenzie,  nights. 

Bro.  Humphreys,  of  Seven-Mile  Ford,  is  taking 
his  ten  days’  vacation,  relieved  by  relief  agent. 
Bro.  M.  G.  Harper. 

Bro.  E.  A.  Anderson,  formerly  agent  Blair,  Va., 
goes  to  Galav  as  agent,  being  relieved  at  Blair  by 
Bro.  Sutliff. 

Understand  Bro.  E.  C.  Nicar,  Abingdon,  has  . 
tendered  his  resignation.  We  are  sorry  indeed 
to  lose  Bro.  *sicar  from  our  ranks,  as  he  is 
staunch  O.  R.  T. 

The  Beaver  Dam  and  Virginia,  Carolina  rail 
roads  are  the  shortest  organized  roads  in  the 
United  States  These  lines  employ  two  telegra- 
phers each,  all  solid  O.  R.  T.  The  officials  of 
these  lines  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is  profitable 
to  employ  union  men,  and  pay  a standard  salary. 

Bro.  Harman,  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  Rich 
mond,  Pa.,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Allisonia. 
Va. 

Bro.  M.  W.  Joint,  Pulaski,  had  a very  severe 
attack,  for  the  fourth  time,  Friday,  of  appendicitis. 
Was  off  several  days,  but  at  the  present  writing 
is  back  at  work.  We  understand  he  goes  to  Rich- 
mond for  an  operation  next  month. 

Bro.  P.  B.  Robertson,  of  Kayoulah,  has  returned 
from  his  vacation,  relieved  by  relief  agent,  Bro. 
Harper, 

We  are  sorry  to  note  Bro.  Crabill,  first  trick 
dispatcher,  is  off  on  account  of  serious  illness 
in  his  family.  Bro.  Crabill  is  relieved  by  Extra 
Dispatcher  Bro.  H.  W.  Kyle. 

We  notice  Bro.  Showalter,  of  Shawsville,  atill 
traveling  around  the  Horn  with  his  rubber  tire. 
Understand  he  had  to  double  the  hill  on  his  last 
trip. 

Several  night  offices  cut  out  lately.  Bro.  Harvey 
moved  to  Wytheville,  nights;  Bro.  Fred.  Wohl- 
ford,  formerly  nights,  Wytheville.  to  Bristol, 
nights;  Bro.  Parrish,  formerly  nights  at  Bristol, 
to  the  extra  list;  Bro.  Dutton,  formerly  nights 
at  Marion,  to  Glade  Springs,  nights;  Bro.  Culpp. 
formerly  nights  at  Clark,  back  to  extra  list. 

Do  not  forget  the  next  meeting.  Come  out  and 
you  will  not  regret  it. 
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C.  & O.  Ry. 

Hinton  Meeting — 

Our  regular  monthly  meeting  at  Hinton,  W. 
Va..  was  held  Friday  night,  July  22.  Bros.  J.  J. 
Hall,  A.  J.  Smith  and  myself  arrived  at  a rather 
late  hour  account  of  being  delayed  at  Covington 
by  Jno.  Robinson’s  Circus,  and  going  in  on  No.  5 
instead  of  No.  99.  Consequently  we  found  the 
meeting  in  full  blast  upon  our  arrival.  Quite 
a numoer  of  the  boys  were  present,  including  our 
general  chairman,  Bro.  E.  L.  Stratton.  Some  very 
important  business  came  up,  which  brought  forth 
much  argument  at  length. 

Bros.  Farmer,  Rushford,  Holmes,  Brackman  and 
Carter  were  the  leading  orators  of  the  night,  and 
they  handled  their  subjects  without  gloves. 

It  is  a matter  of  much  pleasure  to  the  writer  to 
note  the  increased  interest  that  is  being  taken 
in  our  meetings.  I was  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  O.  R.  T.,  in  Hinton,  eight  or  ten  years  ago, 
when  we  met  to  organize  a local  division.  We 
made  up  the  required  amount  of  money  that  night 
to  secure  a charter,  rituals,  etc.,  then  we  organized 
old  Hinton  Division,  No.  14,  and  I have  been  at- 
tending these  meetings  almost  constantly  ever 
since.  Soon  after  Division  14  was  merged  into 
System  Division  No.  40.  It  looked  as  though 
we  would  have  to  give  up  the  idea  of  holding  meet- 
ing at  Hinton  entirely,  as  it  seemed  impossible  to 
get  tnc  boys  to  attend  or  take  an  interest  in  the 
matter.  Many  a meeting  night  in  those  days,  have 
I gone  down  to  Hinton  to  find  not  enough  of 
the  boys  present  to  fill  the  offices,  and  sometimes 
not  enough  for  a quorum.  But  there  was  a 9mall 
ring  of  the  faithful,  prominent  among  whom 
were  Bros.  Jas.  Rushford,  J.  J.  Holt,  H.  O.  Alder- 
son  and  J.  E.  Wheatley,  and  a few  others  who 
were  seldom,  if  ever,  absent  from  these  meetings, 
and  who,  by  their  persistency  and  undying  efforts, 
kept  up,  not  only  these  meetings,  but  the  organiza- 
tion on  Alleghany  and  .New  River  Districts  from 
dying  out  entirely.  At  that  time  over  half  of 
the  telegraphers  on  these  two  districts  were  non- 
members. Bro.  Rushford  w^as  the  only  member 
we  had  working  in  “HX.”  The  manager  at  “IIX’’ 
at  that  time  drew  the  princely  salary  of  $60  per 
month,  and  gave  as  his  excuse  for  not  joining 
that  his  was  rather  an  official  position,  hence  he 
didn’t  think  the  officials  would  approve  of  his 
joining  the  O.  R.  T.  Compare  those  conditions 
with  our  present  condition.  We  are  now  prac- 
tically solid  O.  R.  T.,  and  you  hear  on  every  hand 
only  contempt  for  the  persistent  non.  Every 
meet  ng  is  well  attended,  and  every  man  who 
attends  does  so  because  he  is  interested  and  wants 
to  do  his  part  in  carrying  on  the  work  and  fur- 
thering the  interests  of  the  Order  at  large. 

The  boys  have  thoroughly  awakened  from  their 
Rip  Van  Winkle  sleep  of  the  past,  and  are  now 
realizing  the  fact  that  the  telegraphers  of  this 
country  are  business  men  in  the  same  sense  that 
the  merchant  is  the  one  who  sells  his  goods  while 
the  other  sells  his  labor.  As  no  business  can  be 
successfully  carried  on  except  on  business  prin- 
ciples, we  have  appointed  our  officers  and  com- 


mittee men,  and  they  have  made  the  best  agree- 
ment with  the  railroad  officials  for  us  that  they 
could  under  present  conditions.  We,  however, 
hope  to  improve  on  it  from  time  to  time  in  the 
future  until  we  get  what  we  consider  just  and 
fair  for  our  labor.  In  the  meantime  we  must 
protect  the  contract  which  we  already  have.  We 
must  see  to  it  that  it  is  not  violated  by  the 
company’s  officials,  and  they  will  see  to  it  that 
we  do  our  part.  Therefore,  it  is  highly  import- 
ant and  entirely  necessary  that  we  meet  together 
once  a month  to  consider  such  business  as  may 
come  up. 

I was  sorry  that  every  member  on  Alleghany 
and  New  River  Districts  could  not  be  present  at 
last  meeting  to  hear  the  talk  given  us  by  Bro. 
Stratton  on  the  importance  of  strict  attention 
to  the  business  of  the  railroad  company.  While 
I believe  the  majority  of  us  attend  to  business 
and  try  to  follow  out  the  instructions  of  the  rail- 
road officials  to  the  very  be9t  of  our  ability,  yet 
I know  there  is  quite  a number  who  could  very 
much  improve  on  their  service  if  they  would  only 
do  so.  Now,  brothers,  no  good  O.  R.  T.  man 
will  neglect  his  duty  to  the  railroad  company. 
You  mav  think  you  are  a good  O.  R.  T.  man,  but 
if  you  intentionally  neglect  your  duty  or  make 
yourself  generally  disagreeable  to  the  patrons  of 
the  company,  or  use  profane  and  indecent  lan- 
guage over  the  wires  you  are  not  a good  O.  R.  T. 
man  for  the  simple  reason  you  do  the  Order  more 
harm  than  you  are  likely  to  do  it  good.  Let  us  all 
pay  strict  attention  to  business  and  conduct  our- 
selves as  gentlemen  at  all  times.  Let  us  try  to 
gain  the  respect  of  not  only  the  railroad  officials, 
but  of  all  who  know  us.  J.  W.  Price. 


Ashland  Meeting  — 

Ashland  meeting  called  to  order  at  9 p.  m.  by 
Bro.  Joe  McCallister.  Number  of  applications 
read  and  acted  upon  in  due  form.  Various  im- 
portant communications  were  read  and  acted  upon, 
including  resolutions  from  the  Eastern  lodges  to 
put  the  general  chairman  on  a salary  to  devote 
his  cxclucivc  time  to  the  interests  of  the  O.  R.  T., 
on  the  C.  & O.  Ry.  These  resolutions  were  tabled 
as  the  members  think  we  arc  not  able  to  stand 
the  financial  drain  that  this  would  bring  upon  us. 
The  general  feeling  among  our  members  is  that 
we  are  doing  quite  well  at  present,  and  the  local 
chairmen  are  taking  care  of  the  work  in  a credit- 
able manner. 

Our  general  chairman,  Bro.  E.  L.  Stratton,  was 
with  us,  and  reported  the  O.  R.  T.  in  flourishing 
condition.  Wc  are  sorry  we  did  not  have  a 
better  attendance,  only  about  forty  out  to  meet 
him.  Come  again,  Bro.  Stratton. 

There  were  several  old  standbys  present,  includ- 
ing Bros.  W.  H.  Glenn,  J.  W.  Mathewson,  E.  C. 
Salsman  and  Chairmen  Welch  and  Irwin.  The 
brothers  that  missed  this  meeting  missed  a feast 
of  oratory.  If  the  two  stenographers  we  had 
working  got  the  minutes  down  they  will  cer- 
tainly break  all  previous  records.  When  we  left 
the  hall  at  3:20  a.  m.,  the  boys  were  still  dis- 
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cussing  matters  of  interest.  When  we  got  to  the 
Travelers'  Inn,  Bro.  H.  C.  Aumiller,  the  ice  cream 
fiend,  was  in  advance,  S.  B.  Tully  was  a close 
second  with  a bun,  and  C.  H.  Fry,  agent  at  Rus- 
sell, pays  the  freight. 

Bro.  W.  O.  Pierce,  of  the  Big  Sandy  District, 
was  there,  and  has  a habit  of  hiding  his  light 
behind  a bushel.  We  want  to  hear  all  the  good 
things  from  the  Big  Sandy  District,  and  we  be- 
lieve you  can  tell  us. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Kiswer,  from  Ona,  got  in  late,  but 
he  bad  three  petitions  whi^h  made  him  solid,  and 
there  were  no  questions  asked. 

Bro.  Jepson  missed  connections  account  of  get- 
ting stuck  on  a blind  siding  by  an  A.  C.  & I. 
special. 

We  are  sorry  we  can’t  think  of  all  the  many 
good  things  to  tell  you.  Come  out  and  hear  the 
minutes  read  and  shake  hands  with  the  many  good 
fellows  that  we  meet  in  lodge  room. 

Bro.  O.  L.  Shay  had  to  leave  on  the  midnight 
express  en  route  to  Gifton  Forge,  with  his  wife, 
who  is  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Wyscr,  of  Gifton 
Forge.  Cert.  336. 


James  River  District — 

Our  meeting  night  (third  Wednesday)  comes  on 
the  twentieth  of  this  month,  too  late  for  me  to 
get  a report  of  it  in  this  letter. 

If  fair  promises  indicate  anything,  we  are  to 
have  several  new  members  come  in  within  the  next 
sixty  days,  which  will  make  this  district  almost 
entirely  solid.  The  remaining  nons  will  not  oniy 
feel  bad,  but  will  feel  lonesome  also. 

I think  our  chairman  acted  wisely  in  appointing 
a regular  correspondent  for  the  journal,  but  it  was 
equally  as  unwise  in  him  to  appoint  me. 

I would  suggest  that  the  chairman  of  each  dis- 
trict appoint  two  or  more  members  each  meeting 
night  to  write  to  each  non  on  his  district  (diffef- 
ent  members  for  different  nons).  This  would 
work  no  hardship  on  any  member  as  there  are 
none  of  us  that  are  90  busy  that  we  can  not 
write  one  letter  a month  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Order. 

By  this  arrangement  it  would  cultivate  in  each 
member  the  habit  of  working  in  our  behalf,  and 
would  assure  us  that  every  non  would  get  at 
least  two  letters  each  month.  As  it  now  is,  it  is 
possible  for  some  of  them  to  go  for  months  with- 
out getting  a single  request.  The  answers  given  to 
these  letters  would  be  interesting  to  read  at  our 
meeting-,  and  it  certainly  would  post  us  as  to  the 
obstacle  in  the  way,  thereby  putting  us  in  a 
better  position  to  remove  the  barrier. 

The  boys  have  grasped  the  idea  as  brought  out 
at  our  last  meeting,  to  keep  the  extra  men  busy, 
and  as  many  as  can  get  off  are  doing  so,  thereby 
enabling  extra  men  to  make  full  time;  in  some  in- 
stances doubling.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  see 
how  much  in  earnest  the  greater  number  of  the 
membership  are  to  help  out  the  cause  of  the 
Order,  in  many  instances  making  sacrifices  to 
accomplish  the  end.  Div.  Cor. 


To  Members  Alleghany,  Greenbrier  and  New  River 
Districts — 

Over  60  per  cent  of  the  membership  have  paid 
dues  for  current  term,  and  apparently  they  are 
desirous  of  continuing  the  forward  movement  of 
the  Order,  and  meeting  with  progress. 

I wish  to  say  that  the  success  of  the  Order 
largely  depends  upon  the  prompt  payment  of  dues, 
and  I urge  those  that  have  not  as  yet  paid  dues, 
to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible,  and  avoid  unnecessary 
labor.  I extend  my  appreciation  to  those  that 
have  acted  promptly.  James  Rushford, 

Division  Secretary. 

Combination  Box  221,  Hinton,  VV.  Va. 


H.  & T.  C.  Ry. 

Quite  a nice  little  crowd  assembled  at  the 
Oriental  Hotel,  Dallas,  Saturday  night,  July  30,  in 
response  to  a call  from  the  general  chairman  for 
that  time  and  place.  What  we  lacked  in  numbers 
was  more  than  made  up  by  the  interest  manifested 
in  those  present.  Each  one  seemed  to  feel  that  the 
matters  under  discussion  were  of  vital  interest  to 
him,  and  as  a result  all  were  wideawake  and 
closely  watched,  and  talked  upon  the  various  mat- 
ters that  came  up. 

The  General  Committee  met  at  the  same  place 
on  Friday  morning,  and  reviewed  the  old  schedule 
during  Friday  and  Saturday,  malting  such  changes 
»n  them  as  their  judgment  directed,  preparing  a 
full  revision  for  the  membership  to  look  over  at 
the  meeting.  The  rules  were  taken  up  one  by 
one,  and  discussed  from  every  point  of  view,  and 
some  changes  wrere  made  in  them  during  the 
progress  of  the  meeting.  We  all  feel  that  could 
we  get  them  adopted  by  the  Company  we  would 
have  little  cause  for  complaint,  still  there  were 
no  very  material  changes  from  the  old  rules.  The 
wage  schedule  was  also  reviewed  and  changes 
made  in  most  of  the  places,  though  no  great  in- 
creases will  be  asked,  the  main  effort  being  di- 
rected toward  bringing  up  the  present  very  low- 
places,  endeavoring  to  establish  a reasonable  mini- 
mum, stations  getting  the  most  attention  being 
on  the  old  A.  & N.  W.  Division,  where  the  rates 
are  extremely  low,  and  in  no  way  adequate  to 
service  performed. 

We  were  especially  pleased  to  have  present  with 
us  Bro.  C.  C.  Pearson  of  Burnett,  who  is  also  a 
representative  in  the  state  legislature,  and  in 
whom  we  have  an  able  champion  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  house,  providing  that  railroad  tele- 
graphers shall  be  provided  with  a license  before 
being  allowed  to  handle  train  orders.  He  assures 
us  there  are  many  men  in  the  house  who  will 
favor  the  bill,  and  it  rests  with  us  to  see  that  it 
is  properly  presented  and  insist  upon  its  being 
acted  on.  Of  course  it  will  meet  opposition,  but 
must  be  expected.  Bro.  Pearson  made  us  a 
very  interesting  little  talk,  but  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  his  time  was  too  limited. 

Bro.  Me  Key,  of  the  General  Committee,  was 
prevented  from  meeting  with  the  committee  un- 
til Saturday  afternoon,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  S.  Qusenbury,  agent  for  many  years 
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at  McKinney.  Mr.  Qusenbury  is  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  along  the  line,  and  the  fraternity 
on  the  H.  & T.  C.  tender  the  bereaved  ones  our 
sincere  sympathy.  Such  men  as  he,  we  regret 
to  say,  are  not  found  at  many  of  our  stations, 
as  every  telegrapher  who  has  worked  for  him 
will  vouch  for. 

We  arc  later  than  Bro.  Quick  says  we  must  be 
to  get  in,  but  if  it  can  possibly  be  done,  we 
hope  he  will  endeavor  to  get  this  in  the  August 
number.  We  would  have  not  been  tardy,  but 
wanted  to  tell  something  about  this  meeting,  and 
as  it  took  place  on  July  30,  we  could  not  possibly 
be  earlier  with  it.  Ceet.  34- 


Atlantic  Coast  Line. 

Columbia  District — 

Regular  meeting  June  25  was  attended  by  fif- 
teen of  the  faithful,  several  new  faces  being  seen 
for  the  first  time.  The  supper  served  to  the  mem- 
bers at  the  A.  C.  L.  restaurant  was  much  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  Sorry  none  of  the  ladies  were 
present.  Bro.  House  missed  his  supper  on  account 
of  misunderstanding  the  time  it  was  to  be  served. 

Bro.  Durant,  of  Mont  Clare,  had  to  return  be- 
fore meeting  on  account  of  serious  illness  of  his 
little  boy. 

Bro.  Rogers  wa9  conspicuous  by  his  absence, 
being  kept  away  on  account  of  being  on  duty. 
Some  of  the  other  brothers  were  absent  on  ac- 
count of  sickness.  These  meetings  are  much  en- 
joyed by  the  brothers  attending,  and  we  wish  to 
see  a large  number  present  each  time.  Meet 
ings  are  held  regularly  once  a month,  on  the 
fourth  Saturday  night,  in  hall  over  Lake’s  Drug 
Store,  Florence. 

Most  of  the  brothers,  by  making  a small  sac- 
rifice, can  attend. 

Regular  local  officers  having  been  elected  at 
our  last  meeting,  we  will  try  to  open  lodge  in 
regular  order  from  now  on,  and  hope  to  have  a 
non  or  two  at  each  meeting,  and  keep  the  inter- 
est up  to  the  highest  notch. 

Your  officers  are  putting  in  all  the  time  they 
have  to  spare  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  and  if 
the  members  will  try  each  time  to  get  one  or 
more  applications  it  will  do  a great  deal  of  good, 
and  make  every  individual  member  feel  that  he 
has  some  part  in  the  work,  and  that  he  is  ad- 
vancing the  cause. 

It  is  not  enough  to  keep  your  dues  paid  up,  al- 
though that  is  an  important  consideration,  but 
each  one  should  constitute  himself  a committee 
of  one  to  look  out  for  the  desirable  nons. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  see  a 95 
per  cent  membership  by  September  1,  and  with 
the  proper  effort  of  the  individual  members  this 
can  easily  be  accomplished. 

Let  every  one  speak  a word  to  the  non  next 
door  to  him,  in  some  cases  one  on  each  side,  and 
see  how  quickly  they  will  become  interested.  Send 
them  a copy  of  Thb  Telegrapher,  and  a set  of 
blanks,  with  information  as  to  cost  of  initiation 
and  dues. 

The  members  on  the  A.  C.  L.  have  been  very 
fortunate  in  securing  two  schedules  in  less 


than  four  months,  one  from  the  R.  R.  Co., 

and  one  from  the  Southern  Express  Company, 
and  both  without  the  least  particle  of  un- 
pleasantness. It  is  true  our  railroad  schedule 

could  be  greatly  improved,  it  is  therefore  very 
essential  that  every  one  not  only  keep  up  his 

own  dues,  but  make  a great  effort  to  give  every 
eligible  non  a chance  to  come  over  to  us. 

We  want  to  have  some  applications  at  each 
meeting,  and  think  we  can  make  it  both  interesting 
and  profitable  for  the  applicants. 

Several  changes  have  recently  been  made  on 
the  Cola  District.  Bro.  Wilkinson,  from  “FR,” 
Columbia,  has  taken  extended  leave  on  account 
of  sickness,  and  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Lyons  (has 
blanks  to  fill  out),  and  the  night  work  being  held 
down  by  Bro.  Burkett. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  having  joined  the  Benedicts,  de- 
cided that  night  work  did  not  agree  with  him, 
and  has  returned  to  Denmark,  days,  and  Bro. 
Rush  has  been  promoted  to  night  copyist,  Bro. 
Hamilton,  of  Augusta  yard,  succeeding  Bro.  Rush 
on  the  day  trick. 

Bro.  Rogers,  Florence  yard,  is  enjoying  a va- 
cation of  a few  days,  Bro.  Clayton  working  days 
and  Bro.  Bean  holding  down  the  table  at  night. 

Let  us  hear  something  from  some  of  the  other 
districts.  With  a membership  of  about  600  on 
the  A.  C.  L.,  we  should  have  a good  article  from 
each  district  every  month.  Cert.  i. 


Second  Division — 

By  way  of  a short  preamble  and  asking  admit- 
tance into  your  noble  Telegrapher,  I will  in- 
troduce myself  to  you  as  “One  of  the  Girls.” 

No  one  reads  the  journal  with  any  more  interest 
than  I,  and  I eagerly  look  for  news  from  the 
A.  C.  L.,  but  alas,  just  a few  short  lines  and  that 
is  all. 

Now,  boys,  as  you  have  received  your  increase 
don’t  forget  your  duty  but  work  hard  and  convert 
some  of  these  nons  that  are  left.  As  I looked  over 
the  journal  for  June  and  came  across  the  picture 
cartoon  entitled  “Puzzle,”  I could  not  help  but 
think  of  two  agents  whom  I know,  personally,  and 
wonder  if  they  don’t  feel  like  a sheep-killing  dog 
when  they  sign  the  pay  roll,  and  know  they  con- 
tributed "nary  a penny”  to  the  grand  and  noble 
cause. 

The  way  to  reach  the  company’s  heart  is  through 
its  pocketbook.  Since  the  raise  and  overtime  s'ip> 
came  out  “my  old  man”  can  come  home  at  7 p.  m. 
That  cuts  out  two  passenger  trains.  Now,  to  get 
Sunday  off,  just  ask  for  25  cents  per  hour,  and  see 
what  they  will  say. 

As  to  U.  S.  mail,  hang  it  up  to  dry.  The  best 
way  is  to  get  your  chairman  to  see  the  congress 
men  and  promise  them  a few  votes.  This  will 
strike  a tender  place  and  you  don’t  know  the  good 
they  may  do  you.  Stir  your  pegs  to  this  effect 
and  see  what  will  come  of  it.  Indeed,  it  is  an 
imposition  on  the  agents,  especially  when  the 
chief  is  calling  “31”  for  dear  life,  two  or  three 
people  calling  for  “Tickets,  please.”  "Is  my  bag- 
gage checked  yet?”  “Any  freight  for  so  and  so?” 
“Any  express  Jqr  we?”  Just  as  if  you  knew 
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who  "me”  is,  especially  when  they  come  in  from 
the  back  woods  for  miles  around.  This  is  not 
hearsay,  but  actual  experience,  for  I see  and  hear 
it  almost  every  day,  especially  when  this  block 
is  on. 

I think  I speak  for  every  boy  on  the  road  when 
I say  cut  out  U.  S.  mail  and  Western  Union,  for 
you  can  easily  get  10  per  cent  for  all  messages 
sent  and  received  if  they  are  worth  anything 
at  all.  "One  of  the  Girls." 


C.,  N.  O.  & T.  P.  Ry. 

Cincinnati  Division — 

Kather  than  not  see  anything  from  the  Q.  & C., 
I will  try  my  hand,  but  prepare  yourself  to  read 
something  bummy.  That  was  a fine  article  in  July 
Telegrapher.  Come  again,  Brother.  It  is  awful 
to  pick  up  The  Telegrapher,  and  not  see  any- 
thing from  home,  especially  when  we  have  so 
many  good  members.  I am  glad  to  say  we  are  al- 
most solid,  with  the  exception  of  a few,  who  are 
going  to  quit  the  business  soon,  but  unfortunately 
they  have  a few  students  they  wish  to  finish  up 
first.  Oh,  those  students  are  something  fierce. 
They  are  a disgrace  to  any  railroad.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  a correct  way-bill  from  some  of 
those  stations  where  students  are  taught,  which 
goes  to  show  that  the  students  do  the  work,  or,  I 
should  say,  try  to  do  the  work.  What  the  teach- 
ers do  I don’t  know.  They  are  employed  by  the 
company  to  do  the  work,  but  they  don’t  do  it. 
Instead,  they  have  a pack  of  students  to  do 
at  it. 

I am  in  favor  of  an  organizer,  and  think  we 
should  make  some  effort  to  get  one.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  express  our  opinion  in  this  good  book 
so  frequently.  We  must  put  our  thoughts  and 
opinions  in  action,  and  then  there  will  be  some- 
thing doing.  I am  quite  sure  the  railroad  com- 
pany would  prefer  good  Order  employes  to  nons, 
who  have  the  station  packed  with  students,  who 
have  the  wires  open  half  the  time,  and  the  other 
half  they  are  using  the  wires,  and  the  language 
they  use  is  just  horrid. 

We  have  a nice  set  of  officials.  They  can’t  be 
beat,  and  some  of  us  don’t  appreciate  them  as 
much  as  wc  should.  Give  them  our  best  service 
and  show  them  what  we  Order  people  arc 
made  of. 

It  is  just  wonderful  how  rapid  has  been  the 
growth  of  the  O.  R.  T.  in  the  last  year  on  this 
pike,  and  before  many  days  we  can  say  "we  are 
solid,”  and  won’t  that  sound  grand?  If  those 
nons  only  knew  how  very  small  they  looked  to  the 
officials  for  being  afraid  to  join  the  Order  they 
would  sneak  off  and  hide. 

The  railroad  officials  don’t  want  employes  that 
are  afraid  of  them,  they  want  us  to  enjoy  our 
rights  the  same  as  they  do.  Can’t  you  see  how 
much  more  they  think  of  the  trainmen — and  why? 
Now.  you  nons  (what  arc  left)  come  and  join. 
Wc  will  gladly  shake  with  you  and  welcome  you 
heartily.  Let  us  be  proud  to  say  we  arc  telegraph- 
ers of  the  Q.  & C.  and  not  have  those  fellows  out 
west,  and  on  most  every  road,  poking  fun  at  us. 


When  you  nons  join  you  will  wonder  how  you 
ever  existed  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence,  and 
you  will  be  so  proud  of  your  card  and  button.  This 
is  my  first  attempt  to  write  anything  for  the 
journal.  Hope  some  more  able  writer  will  let  us 
hear  from  the  Q.  & C.  next  month.  Some  mem- 
ber should  give  us  a write-up  every  month. 

Cert.  7597 


T.,  St.  L.  & W.  Ry. 

Nine  members  of  Division  140  met  at  3:30  p.  m. 
July  24th  at  Cayuga,  Ind.  Bro.  M.  B.  Ocheltree 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  meeting.  Motion 
made  and  carried  that  secretary  notify  Bro.  F.  A. 
Reed  of  Stcwardson  that  he  is  appointed  general 
chairman  and  be  instructed  to  move  his  member- 
ship to  our  division.  It  was  agreed  that  each  lo  al 
chairman  choose  one  assistant  to  act  on  grievance 
committee,  which  were  as  follows:  Bro.  H.  E. 

Gerard  of  Ohio  City,  O.,  to  S.  E.  Shamp  District 
No.  1;  Bro.  William  McGinnis  of  Cayuga,  assis  ant 
to  Bro.  M.  B.  Ocheltree,  District  No.  2;  Bro. 
Walter  Muzzy  of  Ramsey,  assistant  to  Bro. 
William  Rohen,  District  No  3.  Secretary  to  ob- 
tain 500  grievance  blanks,  form  3,  and  supply  of 
application  blanks,  grievance  blanks  to  be 
mailed  to  each  member.  All  blanks  to  be  filled 
out  and  returned  to  local  chairman  or  his  assist- 
ant. 

Another  meeting  will  be  held,  and  all  grievances 
discussed  one  by  one,  and  a schedule  framed 
therefrom.  Committee  instructed  secretary  to  or- 
der 2,000  letter  heads,  official  seal,  etc.,  from  L. 
W.  Quick,  and  have  him  draw  on  Division  No. 
140  for  the  amount.  Visitors  present,  Bro.  R.  M. 
Waterman  of  the  M.  K.  and  T.,  Milford,  Tex.; 
Bro.  C.  C.  Waterman,  chairman  Idaho  division 
of  the  N.  P.,  Sprague,  Wash.:  Bro.  F.  L.  Good- 
win of  Decatur,  Tnd.  Meeting  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  call  of  the  general  chairman  on  or  about 
August  1 6th.  Geo.  T.  Ritter, 

Sec.  and  Treas. 


L.  S.  & M.  S.  Ry. 

Eastern  Division — 

There  are  still  a few  of  those  poor  nons  left 
on  the  division.  They  pocket  the  $2.50  to  $5.00  per 
month  increase  without  a murmur.  Lock  back  ye 
nons  to  the  past  twelve  months.  You  did  not 
have  this  increase  then,  still  you  cried  the  same 
hard  luck  stories.  Methinks  should  your  increase 
double,  treble,  or  even  four-fold,  you  would  have 
the  same  old  cry.  On  the  other  hand,  look  back 
at  our  Brother  members,  some  of  them  have 
passed  through  harder  luck  than  you,  still  they 
managed  to  join  the  Order,  help  pay  expenses  of 
the  committee  which  obtained  the  increase  you 
nons  as  well  as  wc  are  now  enjoying.  Arc  you 
entitled  to  it?  No;  a thousand  times,  no.  You 
know  it,  too,  full  well,  still  you  have  the  nerve 
to  pocket  it  just  as  though  it  were  your  own. 
Does  it  not  really  belong  to  the  O.  R.  T.  ? At 
least,  I know  a share  of  it  does.  Have  you  for- 
gotten that  baby  petition  you  all  90  willingly  signed, 
which  later  found  its  resting  place  in  the  waste 
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basket  without  hardly  a word  of  recognition? 
Now,  boys,  brace  up,  cease  your  hard  luck  stories 
and  help  us  complete  our  organization  so  -that  in 
a short  time  there  won’t  be  a railroad  telegrapher 
on  the  system  that  is  not  wearing  the  button  and 
carrying  an  up-to-date  card. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Straight,  better  known  as  “Crooked,” 
has  more  business  theese  days  than  a hen  with 
one  chicken.  He  is  raising  an  acre  of  onions.  It’s 
quite  amusing  to  see  him  out  in  his  overalls  doing 
the  benedict  act.  Little  bit  out  of  your  line, 
“Crooked,”  especially  the  kneeling. 

Bro.  Clint  Force  is  staying  out  quite  late  Sun- 
day nights.  Must  be  something  doing,  eh  “CD?” 

Bro.  B.  B.  Lafferty  and  Miss  Alice  Merriman, 
both  of  Kingsville,  O.,  were  married  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  of  roses.  May  they 

gather  them  through  life. 

Bro.  W.  F.  Miner  and  Miss  Grace  Pierce  of 
Youngstown,  O.,  were  married  June  16.  We  wish 
them  a happy  journey  through  ilfe. 

Bro.  William  Butler  is  doing  quite  a stroke  of 
one-horse  farming  this  summer,  and  is  looking 
forward  to  buckwheat  cakes,  potatoes  and  cabbage 
galore. 

Bro.  T.  J.  Clancey,  working  days  at  Erie 
Depot,  relieving  Mr.  Wilhelm  for  a few  weeks, 
then  goes  back  to  the  little  shanty  near  the  poor 
house. 

Bro.  Neal,  at  Conneaut,  has  been  busily  engaged 
the  last  few  months  painting  his  residence.  Stick 
to  it  Larry,  you  will  win  out  in  time. 

Bro.  Austin  is  again  back  to  work  at  tower  No. 
2,  and  the  old  gang  has  settled  down  in  their 
own  places. 

Bro.  Pickard  is  working  a short  time  in  dis- 
patcher’s office,  Buffalo. 

Bro.  Birmingham  is  taking  a trip  through  the  far 
east.  Think  he  has  something  on  the  string. 

Brb.  Harry  Barchus  is  back  at  the  old  stand  at 
“DO”  nights. 

Bro.  F.  M.  Sprague,  at  tower  No.  i,  finds  throw- 
ing levers  a snap.  Pretty  heavy  man  for  such 
light  work. 

Bro.  Sherwin,  at  “XC”  ist  trick,  says  those 
P.  and  E.  trains  are  getting  most  too  thick  to  be 
appreciated. 

Bro.  Luikart,  at  Cleveland  office,  is  relieving 
Bro.  Bennett,  who  is  off  resting  up. 

Bro.  O’Brien,  the  new  agent  at  Unionville, 
thinks  “DX”  is  a pretty  nice  place  to  live  in. 

Div  Cor. 


Western  Division — 

Well,  I wonder  where  all  of  those  Brothers  that 
took  my  address  at  our  last  meeting,  in  Elkhgrt, 
have  gone?  They  were  going  to  swamp  the  mails 
with  information  for  the  journal,  but  I haven’t 
noticed  any  extra  mail  carriers  on  our  route  as 
yet.  In  fact,  I am  waiting  for  the  first  letter. 
Now,  boys,  get  the  glue  off  your  feet  and  send 
me  some  news. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Severs  has  gone  over  on  the  I.  I. 
and  I.  Ry.  to  run  ’em  on  single  track  while  th? 
dispatchers  are  taking  their  vacations.  We  all 
wish  “Walt”  good  luck,  as  he’s  there  with  the 
goods. 


Bros.  Thompson  and  Currie  are  working  days  in 
dispatcher’s  office,  and  Bro.  Baker  nights.  Bro. 
Colby  is  working  days  at  “PS,”  while  Bro. 
Williams  is  relieving  Mr.  Landon  at  Reed  street. 

Bro.  Higley,  regular  night  man  at  “PS,”  is  tak 
ing  a couple  of  weeks  off  since  the  seminary 
closed  down  east.  Of  course,  we  don’t  know  why, 
in  fact,  wouldn’t  say  a word  if  we  did,  but  “Hig.” 
walk  by  the  office  some  Sunday  and  let  us  see 
you.  We  won’t  let  on  we  know  you. 

Bro.  Saunders  just  returned  from  his  vacation 
in  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  Think  he  was  up  there 
hunting  deer,  elephants,  etc. 

Bro.  Walsh  spent  the  4th  with  some  of  his  In- 
diana friends. 

Bro.  Pratt  fills  the  vacancy  at  Otis  days. 

We  are  all  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Curran,  days  at  Otis,  and  we  wish  the  family  to 
accept  our  sympathy.  The  boys  of  this  division 
sent  them  a beautiful  wreath  of  roses. 

Cert.  88. 


In  Memoriam — 

Whereas,  The  Supreme  Ruler  has  called  Bro. 
R.  C.  Kirkdorfer  to  that  bourne  from  which  no 
traveler  returns,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Bro.  Kirkdorfer, 
L.  S.  and  M.  S.  Div.  No.  129  has  lost  an  es- 
teemed and  loyal  member;  the  corporation  a valu- 
able and  progressive  servant;  and  his  family  the 
irreparable  loss  of  an  indulgent  and  affectionate 
husband  and  father,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
engrossed  on  the  minutes  of  the  division,  a copy 
presented  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  a copy  fur- 
nished The  Telegrapher  for  publication. 

J.  H.  Walker, 

Jas.  Benedict, 

J.  L.  Kope, 

Committee. 


Erie  Railway. 


Bradford  Division — 

Having  read  the  July  number  of  our  journal, 
and  seeing  so  many  divisions  along  the  Erie  wrote 
up,  decided  it  was  about  time  the  Bradford  di- 
vision was  heard  from  again. 

Bro.  Munson,  regular  agent  Custer  City,  has 
resumed  work  again  after  an  absence  of  sixty 
days,  which  was  spent  in  trying  his  hand  at  oil 
pumping.  He  says  he  came  back  to  “CU”  to  get 
some  more  money. 

Bro.  Morrissey,  agent  at  Rasselear,  filled  Bro. 
Morrissey’s  place  at  Custer  City  during  his 
absence. 

Bro.  Sloane,  regular  owl  at  Rasselear,  working 
days  in  p’ace  of  Bro.  Morrissey. 

Bro.  Hardy,  our  extra  man,  is  doing  the  owl 
act  in  Bro.  Sloane’s  place. 

Mr.  Collins,  agent  at  East  Bradford,  one  of  the 
three  nons  on  this  division,  enjoyed  a trip  of  two 
weeks.  Bro.  Caverly,  agent  Hutchins,  is  working 
in  his  place. 

Bro.  McGraw,  from  Crawford  Junction,  is  tak- 
ing Bro.  Lauerlyn’s  place  at  Hutchins  for  a few 
days,  when  it  was  filled  by  Sister  Riordan  from 
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Freeman,  nights,  on  account  Bro.  McGraw  accept- 
ing a position  with  the  B.  R.  and  P.  Sisters  West 
and  Riordan  and  Bro.  Sloane  doubled  for  a few 
days  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  Freeman,  until  a man 
was  secured  to  work  at  Hutchins. 

Bro.  Cartright,  regular  night  man  at  Clarion 
Junction,  spent  ten  days  at  his  parents’  home  in 
Pike  county,  accompanied  by  his  wife.  Bro. 
Schaeffer,  new  man  on  this  division,  but  an  old 
timer,  worked  in  Bro.  Cartright’s  place  during  his 
absence. 

At  the  present  writing  every  one  is  back  at 
his  old  stand,  with  the  exception  of  Bro. 
Sloane,  who  is  taking  a short  vacation. 

What  is  the  matter  with  our  meetings?  They 
seem  to  have  died  a natural  death,  as  none  have 
been  held  since  last  January.  Understand  our 
general  committee  will  meet  some  time  this  month.. 
This  would  be  a good  opportunity  for  our  local 
chairman  to  take  up  the  8-hour  question,  at  least 
for  some  of  our  heaviest  offices.  An  8-hour  trick 
in  our  most  important  offices  would  benefit  us  all, 
as  we  have  the  privilege  of  bidding  on  them. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Collins,  before  mentioned, 
we  have  but  two  other  nons  on  this  division, 
Mr.  Dugaw,  agent  at  Mt.  Alton,  and  Mr.  Nolan, 
telegrapher  at  Johnsonburg  freight  house.  Mr. 
Nolan  has  his  papers  filled  out  and  ready  to  send 
in,  so  we  expect  to  have  him  with  us  before  this 
goes  to  print. 

Before  cutting  out  would  like  to  ask  who  knows 
when  the  next  meeting  is  to  take  place? 

I almost  forgot  to  say  that  Bro.  Cott,  rcgu’ar 
night  telegrapher  at  Custer  City  before  the  night 
office  there  was  closed,  has  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  with  the  Western  Union  at  Bradford.  He 
has  the  best  wisnes  oi  the  members  on  Bradford 
division.  Cor. 


Ar.  Y.  S.  and  li'.  Division — 

Regular  meeting  of  the  N.  Y.,  S.  and  W.  and 
W.  B.  and  E.  divisions,  held  at  Paterson,  July  9th, 
with  large  attendance,  members  being  initiated 
and  some  grievances  settled. 

Bro.  Somers,  nights  at  “RP,”  resigned  to  ac- 
cept position  of  clerk  in  bank  at  New  York. 

Bro.  Munson  off  sick  at  this  writing,  and  re- 
lieved by  Mr.  Seeley. 

Bro.  Carruth,  nights  at  “DB”  tower,  underwent 
a painful  operation,  having  the  bullet  taken  out 
of  his  foot,  which  was  caused  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a revolver  last  spring.  Bro.  Peterson 
relieved  Bro.  Carruth,  and  is  now  relieving  Night 
Telegrapher  Wilkinson  at  “NI\,  who  has  gone  to 
Greenwood  lake  on  a fishing  trip.  Get  in  line 
“SY,”  and  get  a card. 

Bro.  Bowen,  days  at  “DB”  tower,  has  treated 
the  inside  of  his  tower  to  a coat  of  green  paint. 
Bro.  Bowen  says  he  believes  in  showing  his  colors 
at  all  times.  The  steam  and  smoke  from  Bro. 
Peterson’s  meerschaum  were  too  much  for  “DK.“ 

Bro  Gardner  of  “SE,”  is  on  a much  needed 
vacation  traveling  through  the  west.  Understand 
cigars  will  he  up  at  the  meeting  after  his  re- 
turn. 


Our  jovial  dispatcher,  Joe  Riley,  has  returned 
to  bis  desk  after  a trip  to  St  Louis. 

Bro.  Van  Orden,  at  '4PO,”  has  also  been  travel- 
ing through  the  west,  visiting  Buffalo,  St  Louis, 
Chicago  and  San  Francisco. 

The  position  at  “JC”  was  assigned  to  John 
Klopman,  once  a Brother,  but  of  late  not  bolding 
an  up-to-date  card. 

Bro.  Halbert  has  had  some  great  experience  at 
or  near  “CH,”  but  not  learning  the  exact  trouble 
I will  leave  it  to  Bro.  Halbert  to  explain  at  our 
next  meeting,  on  August  13th. 

Bro.  Coleman,  assistant  general  chairman,  has 
made  arrangements  to  attend  our  meetings  here- 
after. Turn  out  boys  and  hear  him;  it  will  do 
you  good. 

Bro.  Roy  at  “NVV”  says  cigars  are  now  ready 
for  the  next  meeting.  A fine  boy. 

Cert.  916. 


Mahoning  Division — 

The  meeting  held  in  B.  R.  T.  hall,  Finn  block, 
Youngstown,  O.,  on  the  night  of  July  23,  was 
very  well  attended,  and  also  very  enthusiastic. 
After  the  regular  order  of  business  several  points 
of  advantage  for  the  telegraphers  were  thrashed 
out  in  a general  discussion.  One  thing  in  particu- 
lar that  seemed  to  crystallize,  was  the  steps  that 
were  taken  for  a social  gathering  of  all  the  teleg- 
raphers on  lines  running  through  or  into  Youngs- 
town. There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  committee 
in  whose  hands  this  matter  was  placed  will  bring 
it  to  ? successful  issue.  Watch  for  the  date. 

The  changes  at  this  writing  are  as  follows:  J. 
A.  Shannon,  agent  at  Niles,  returning  to  his 
former  position  at  Pulaski  on  New  Castle  branch, 
putting  C«.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.,  on  the  extra  list  W. 
T.  Dunnavant  of  Niles,  days,  goes  to  “FD“  office, 
middle  yard,  Youngstown.  R.  R.  Barrett  not  as 
yet  exercising  his  rights  in  taking  the  position  he 
is  entitled  to.  This  move  puts  F.  D.  Carroll  on 
days  at  Niles,  and  Z.  V.  Hall  nights.  Your  scribe 
has  not  learned  who  gets  “CB”  office,  the  new 
tower  west  of  Girard,  where  the  freights  from  P. 
& L.  E.  yard  get  in  this  division  after  a run  over 
the  canal  branch.  Div.  Cor. 


Meadville  Division — 

Nothing  particularly  new  since  my  recent  letter, 
excepting  that  the  first  division  is  finding  a new 
Brother  regularly.  Thanks  to  our  active  Brother. 
Especially  is  this  true  of  Bro.  Spencer  at  Corry, 
who  found  three  in  a bunch  recently.  The  second 
division  is  practically  solid.  Something  doing  over 
there  all  the  time.  Nothing  gets  by  Bros.  Jackson, 
Herknian,  Torrie  or  Brown.  They  are  in  the  game 
all  the  time.  The  Brothers  on  the  first  division 
are  not  far  in  the  rear,  and  it  will  be  nearly  sol'd. 
Kent  to  Salamma,  in  the  near  future.  I men- 
tioned recently  a little  band  of  telephone  girls 
here.  They  deserve  especial  mention.  The  powers 
that  be  said  to.  them,  “Hello!  what  right  have 
you  on  earth?’’  Did  any  of  them  run?  Well.  I 
guess  not!  When  they  have  a meeting  all  are 
there.  The  Central  Labor  Union,  composed  of  the 
different  labor  organizations  of  the  city,  thought 
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•o  much  of  them  that  they  elected  one  of  their 
number  a trustee.  1 wish  to  say  to  one  and  a’l 
that  whenever  a meeting  is  called,  attend  it  at  all 
hazards.  Do  not  stay  away  and  wonder  what 
was  done.  Come  and  see,  and  help. 

This  is  where  your  bread  and  butter  comes  in. 
I think  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I say  it 
should  have  preference. 

The  semi-annual  statement,  just  received  from 
Bro.  Abbott,  shows  a net  gain  over  all  of  38  for 
system  division  No.  42.  I hope  every  one  has  the 
new  card.  This  should  be  your  first  thought 
When  you  meet  a Brother,  and  he  asks  if  you 
have  the  new  card,  you  can  produce. 

Cert.  709. 


New  York  Division — 

By  the  way  we  hear  “Honk”  there  must  be  a 
lot  of  boys  “Cooked.” 

Bro.  H.  B.  Hagerman,  at  “NW,”  wears  a 
smile.  They  didn't  take  his  helper  off  to  reduce 
expenses. 

Bro.  Tuttle,  at  “AC,”  is  back  on  duty  after  be- 
ing laid  up  sick  for  some  time. 

Bro.  John  Miller,  from  “MO,”  has  gone  to 
“UF”  days  until  “MO”  is  reopened. 

Bro.  Hatchkin  has  returned  after  a trip  west, 
and  has  gone  to  “HW”  nights. 

Wanted,  by  the  chairman,  a clerk  who  is  wil’ing 
to  work  twenty-four  hours  a day,  including  Sun- 
days and  holidays.  Salary  small  at  start. 

Bro.  Greene,  at  “SF,”  is  prepared  to  show  any 
prospective  buyer  his  “noncombustible  co  kers.” 

Bro.  Horton  is  still  playing  the  piano  at  “\VJ” 
and  singing  about  his  mother-in-law  from  Hahwah. 

Cert.  872. 


Chicago  Division — 

Bro.  H.  D.  Fuller  gets  Hammond  days,  with 
Bro.  Kassanke  on  nights,  after  his  return  from 
Buffalo,  where  he  is  spending  his  honeymoon. 

Bro.  Huron  of  Crown  Point  has  resumed  work 
after  an  absence  of  thirty  days  undergoing  an 
operation. 

Bro.  E.  E.  Clement  is  back  to  “MS”  tower  davs, 
after  an  absence  of  some  extent  during  the  sick- 
ness and  death  of  his  wife. 

Bro.  Crow  of  Kouts  is  off  nursing  a sprained 
wrist. 

Brothers,  the  two  at  “DS”  need  looking  after; 
also  two  at  “CO.”  Cert.  167. 


Jn  Memoriam — 

Whereas,  Almighty  God  has  deemed  it  wise  to 
remove  from  our  midst  our  beloved  Brother, 
Henry  W.  Ferris,  and  in  respect  to  the  memory 
of  him  who  has  been  taken  from  us,  and  in  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  family,  be  it 

Resolved , By  the  members  of  the  Erie  system, 
Division  No.  42,  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers, 
that  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  those 
who  are  called  upon  to  mourn,  and  we  commend 
the  bereaved  ones  to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  comfort  and  solace,  and  be  it 

Resolved , That  in  the  death  of  Bro.  Henry 
W.  Ferris,  Erie  system  division  loses  a true  and 


faithful  member,  bis  family  a loving  son  and 
brother,  his  associates  a true  and  loyal  comrade; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  b« 
sent  to  the  family  of  our  deceased  Brother;  also 
placed  on  the  records  of  the  division,  and  a copy 
forwarded  to  The  Telegrapher  for  publication. 

J.  S.  Grim, 

M.  O.  Shipley, 

H.  D.  Fuller, 

Committee. 


In  Memoriam — 

WHERF.AS,  Death  has  claimed  our  Brother  and 
fellow-worker,  Daniel  J.  Ferris,  and  while  bowing 
in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  wc  extend  to  his  bereaved  fam- 
ily our  sympathy  and  help  in  their  grief;  that  our 
charter  be  draped  in  his  memory  for  thirty  days; 
that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
family,  published  in  The  Railroad  Telegrapher, 
and  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  meeting. 

J.  M.  O’Neil, 

C.  M.  Dickinson, 

W.  J.  Burch, 

Committee. 


Portland,  Me.,  Division,  No.  95. 


Portland  division  met  on  July  16  for  the  third 
time,  and  when  Chief  Adams  called  the  meeting 
to  order,  although  the  night  was  very  hot,  found 
the  officers’  chairs  all  filled  and  a good  attendance. 
We  were  greatly  pleased  to  have  with  us  Bros. 
Billeruck  of  “DM,”  Whitten  of  “SK,”  and  Kirk- 
wood of  “SC,”  it  being  their  first  time.  Sorry 
to  note  that  Bro.  Shannon  of  “DM”  was  not 
present  Understand  he  was  filling  in  for  that 
old  stand-by,  Bro.  Parsons  of  “C.” 

After  the  regular  business  had  been  disposed 
of  we  were  pleased  to  listen  to  remarks  by  dif- 
ferent members  of  this  division,  followed  by  Chief 
Berry  of  Rochester  Division.  Last  but  not  least, 
came  Representative  Brandon,  who  gave  us  a long 
talk.  This  being  the  first  time  that  Bro.  Brandon 
had  visited  Portland  Division,  he  was  a stranger 
to  the  majority,  but  it  was  very  noticeable  that 
he  rapidly  became  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
boys,  who  wished  him  the  greatest  success  pos- 
sible in  his  new  undertaking  in  getting  the  M.  C. 
R.  R.  boys  into  line,  thus  making  the  O.  R.  T. 
solid  throughout  New  England. 

Several  new  applications  were  brought  before 
the  meeting,  which  shows  that  the  boys  are  doing 
some  work  on  the  quiet.  It  is  quite  noticeable 
that  some  of  our  agents  seem  to  think  that  the 
Order  does  not  take  them  in.  It’s  a great  mis- 
take boys,  as  you  will  see  when  you  get  the 
benefits  which  we  all  hope  for.  Can  see  no 
reason  why  good  men  like  “C,”  at  “WS,”  and 
“MA,”  at  “ND,”  should  stay  out,  and  hope  you 
will  soon  see  it  in  same  light. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  notice  the  great  falling 
off  of  student  teaching.  Hope  that  those  who  do 
not  feel  like  joining  us  in  such  a good  cause,  will 
at  least  help  by  ceasing  to  teach  others. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1100 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


On  the  first  of  last  month,  we  regret  to  say. 
Portland  Division  lost  one  of  its  most  valued 
members,  Pro.  Brown  of  Hardwards,  who  died 
June  last  at  the  home  of  his  parents  of  pneu- 
monia after  an  illness  of  about  two  weeks.  Al- 
though Bro.  Brown  was  young  in  years,  he  was 
one  of  the  M.  C.  R.  R.’s  most  trusted  telegraph- 
ers, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  working 
nights  at  Deering  Junction,  which  place  he  had 
filled  for  several  months.  Portland  Division  sent 
several  floral  designs  emblematic  of  the  Order. 
Resolutions  were  drawn  and  copies  sent  tire  be- 
reaved parents.  Bros.  Caples,  Wass  and  several 
other  members  attended  the  funeral. 

J.  E.  F. 

Woodsville,  N.  H.,  Division,  No.  45. 

The  June  Telegrapher  just  received.  It  seems 
to  me  when  we  read  of  what  is  being  done  by 
the  O R.  T.  it  ought  to  infuse  every  member 
with  new  life  and  a determination  to  push  with 
all  their  might  until  every  telegrapher  in  the 
United  States  is  carrying  an  up-to-date  card,  and 
then  keep  on  pushing. 

I carried  an  up-to-date  card  for  a short  time,  a 
few  years  ago,  and  like  many  others  on  this 
pike  (for  reasons  well  known)  dropped  out,  for 
which  I am  heartily  ashamed.  I hope  all  the  res' 
have  seen  the  error  of  their  ways.  It  was  not 
only  a very  bad  financial  venture,  but  it  was 
showing  a very  selfish  spirit.  The  telegrapher 
should  never  drop  out  of  his  Order.  Keep  your 
dues  paid  Brothers,  no  matter  whether  your 
salary  has  been  increased  or  not.  Some  Brother 
is  being  helped,  and  that  is  almost  as  good  as 
being  helped  ourselves.  I know  it  means  a ;acri- 
ficc  many  times  to  keep  the  dues  paid,  but  it  is 
well  worth  any  sacrifice  you  may  be  called  upon 
to  make. 

Nons  get  into  the  Order,  and  get  in  to  stay. 
Von  will  never  regret  it.  I have  come  to  believe 
in  it  with  all  my  heart;  it  is  the  only  hope  of  the 
telegrapher  today,  and  it  is  certainly  what  he  will 
need  in  the  future  if  he  keeps  in  step  with  other 
classes  of  labor. 

There  are  many  questions  that  are  being  dis- 
cussed in  The  Telegrapher  that  are  of  vital 
importance,  one  of  them  is  the  $75  minimum.  I 
believe  it  is  coming;  it  ought  to  have  been  here 
long  before  this,  but  that  is  our  own  fault,  and 
wc  have  found  it  out — which  is  a long  step  in 
the  right  direction.  Some  one  in  the  May  Tele- 
grapher said:  “The  company  can  not  afford  to 

pay  some  of  the  smallest  stations  $75’'  which  is  a 
trifle  over  $2.50  per  day).  But  they  can  afford 
to  pay  their  engineers  from  $5  to  $7  per  day. 
Do  they  earn  the  company  more  than  three  times 
ns  much  per  day  as  the  hard  working  agent? 
That  is  rank  nonsense.  They  arc  not  wortli  a cent 
more  to  the  company  than  we  are.  Why  do 
they  get  it?  (Nons  listen).  It  is  because  they 
arc  organized  almost  to  a man  and  are  in  a posi- 
tion to  demand  their  rights.  The  engineers  did 
not  gain  the  position  they  now  occupy  in  a day 
or  a year,  but  it  has  been  a steady  climb.  We 
ought  to  get  a profitable  lesson  out  of  the  ad 


vancement  of  the  trainmen.  VVe  must  all  put  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  not  let  up  for  a mo 
rnent,  and  victory  will  certainly  be  ours 

The  express  business  is  another  mooted  ques 
lion.  What  do  we  care  about  the  express  business, 
with  its  commissions?  Who  employs  us?  It  cer- 
tainly is  not  the  express  company.  Let  the  rail- 
road company  pay  a fair  salary  for  doing  what 
work  there  is  to  be  done  at  a station.  If  there 
is  too  much  work  for  one  man  then  let  them  fur- 
nish another,  and  if  two  cannot  do  it,  have  three 
or  more.  If  the  railroad  company  want  to  furnish 
the  room  and  do  the  express  work,  that  should 
be  their  business,  not  ours.  No  agent  should  be 
obliged  to  take  the  commissions  on  the  ups  and 
downs  of  the  express  business  for  any  part  of  his 
salary.  Other  classes  of  railroad  employes  re- 
ceive a stated  salary  for  their  work.  Why  shoul  1 
wc  not  have  the  same  privilege?  I bcl  eve  it  is 
a wrong  system  and  ought  to  be  changed. 

Cert.  8354. 


Twin  City  Telegraphers’  Club. 

Twin  City  Telegraphers’  Club  met  in  regular 
session  on  June  20th  at  Columbia  hall,  Midway. 
A good  crowd  was  in  attendance,  and  it  proved 
to  be  the  best  meeting  the  club  has  held. 

Officers  were  all  present  except  Second  Vice 
President  Bro.  Fitzgerald  and  Doorkeeper  Bro 
Kennedy.  Their  stations  were  temporarily  filled, 
and  the  good  work  toen-t  merrily  on  with  eleven 
Brothers  to  take  the  obligation  and  a pleasure  ride 
on  our  goat,  after  which  wc  lis*encd  to  a few 
remarks  by  Bro.  Laphram,  describing  his  wander 
ings  on  his  vacation,  which  was  very  interesting 
Only  one  place  did  he  leave  the  Brothers  in 
darkness,  viz — he  told  of  being  touched  at  St. 
Louis  for  a $20,  but  could  not  explain  (or  did 
not)  where  or  how  he  got  the  $20.  An  informs' 
discussion  followed  on  points  brought  up,  and  a 
number  of  very  good  suggestions  were  made. 
Kvery  one  present  expressed  themselves  as  well 
repaid  for  any  inconvenience  they  may  have  been 
put  to  in  getting  there. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  to  note  the  increased  in- 
terest being  taken  in  these  meetings.  Matters 
of  importance  to  ourselves,  partieularly,  and  to 
the  Order  generally,  are  discussed.  To  make 
any  pi  ogress  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  view  s 
and  co-operation  of  as  many  as  possible.  By  at- 
tending these  meetings  each  member  has  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  opinion  upon  the 
different  questions  that  may  come  up  for  dis- 
cussion, and  by  each  one  taking  advantage  of  this 
privilege  your  division  officers,  and  especially  your 
local  chairman,  will  be  more  ably  prepared  to  get 
what  is  generally  needed. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  same  place. 
Columbia  hall.  University  and  Prior  avenues,  on 
the  interurban  line,  Wednesday  night,  July  6th, 
And  you  are  most  urgently  requested  to  be  pres 
ent. 

If  you  once  come  you  will  not  willingly  miss 
another  meeting.  It  will  renew  your  interest  in 
the  Order  and  strengthen  your  backbone  (which 
needs  it),  and  last,  but  not  least,  it  will  give  you 
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a chance  to  meet,  socially,  men  with  whom  you 
work  day  in  and  day  out;  it  will  create  a better 
feeling  and  you  will  return  to  your  post  of  duty 
with  renewed  energy  to  more  faithfully  perform 
your  many  duties.  Besides  all  this,  a great  many 
things  come  up  at  these  meetings  that  can  not 
consistently  be  published  and  spread  broadcast. 
YVe  meet  twice  a month  Brothers.  There  is  no 
reasonable  excuse  for  your  not  attending  at 
least  one  of  them. 

The  general  committees  of  the  G.  N.  and  N.  P. 
are  in  conference  in  St.  Paul,  and  will  attend  our 
next  two  meetings,  July  6th  and  18th. 

A committee  was  appointed  to  put  something 
on  in  the  way  of  a picnic.  Watch  our  smoke,  and 
if  you  sleep  on  and  miss  this,  you  will  be  very 
sorry.  As  we  are  getting  a little  leary  of  our 
editor  using  his  pruning  knife  too  generously,  we 
will  cut  out  for  this  time. 

Club  Correspondent. 


Cumberland  Telegraphers’  Club. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  club  held  July  23rd. 
The  general  routine  of  business  was  gone  through 
with  smoothly  and  satisfactorily,  everything  being 
in  good  shape  and  all  Brothers  up-to-date  under 
Chairman  Pennington’s  jurisdiction.  Sorry  our 
badges  have  not  been  ordered.  However,  a sample 
of  the  badge  witl  be  placed  before  you  at  our  next 
meeting,  and  those  that  want  to  order  will  de- 
posit money  for  same  with  Bro.  Stawb.  Hope 
all  Brothers  will  order  a badge,  as  these  are  to 
be  used  at  all  turnouts  and  funerals.  Being  re- 
versible they  are  made  to  answer  for  all  occasions. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Marquette,  the  old  reliable,  was  on 
hand  and  gave  one  of  his  sound  instruction  talks 
After  calling  our  attention  to  the  article  signed 
Wanderer,  in  the  July  issue  of  The  Telegrapher, 
he  asked  that  this  club  draft  resolu.ions  and 
copies  of  same  be  sent  to  Bros.  Perham,  Quick, 
Y'anatta  and  Frashcr,  showing  them  that  this 
lodge  heartily  approves  of  the  plan. 

I hope  all  Brothers  throughout  the  country  will 
express  tneir  desire  to  our  president  for  action 
on  this  line. 

If  all  telegraphers  throughout  the  country 
follow  Wanderer’s  advice,  our  battle  will  be  of 
short  duration. 

It  is  up  to  us  for  action,  brothers;  too  much 
talk  will  never  get  us  the  $2.50  per  day,  which 
we  so  justly  earn.  Life  is  passing  quickly,  and 
it  will  be  but  a short  time  until  we  are  kicked  out 
like  some  of  the  old  timers  before  us.  Now,  let 
us  all  pledge  ourselves  to  kick  together,  and  not 
stop  kicking  until  we  kick  the  $2.50  per  day  out 
of  our  employers. 

Bro.  Pennington  has  concluded  that  he  will  call 
several  meetings  at  Oakland,  Ind.,  in  order  to 
give  all  bis  men  on  the  west  end  of  Cumberland 
Division  a good  chance  to  come  forward  and 
help  do  some  good  work.  When  people  see  us 
turning  out  they  will  know  that  we  are  doing 
something.  Bro.  Pennington  asks  one  and  all  to 
come  forward  and  say  your  piece,  so  he  will 
know  bow  to  act. 


Hope  every  member  on  the  west  end  of  Cum- 
berland Division  will  attend  these  meetings  as 
often  as  possible  at  Oakland,  and  also  the  Tele- 
graphers’ Club  at  Cumberland.  Let  us  then  “be 
up  and  doing — with  a heart  for  any  fate,”  and 
let  us  accept  nothing  less  than  a two-dollar-and- 
fifty-cent  day  rate.  Cert.  1017. 


Rock  Island  System. 

GENERAL  NOTICE. 

It  has  come  to  my  notice  that  certain  division 
officials  are  making  a practice  of  notifying  tele- 
graphers by  message  and  otherwise  while  on  duty 
to  make  certain  trains  after  their  regular  hours 
in  order  to  make  continuous  overtime.  It  is  not 
proper  for  a dispatcher  or  any  one  else  to  call  a 
telegrapher  while  on  duty  to  his  office  after  his 
day’s  work  is  over  if  there  is  any  intervening 
time,  but  should  be  given  good  night,  or  the  tele- 
grapher should  put  in  continuous  overtime  until 
he  is  given  good  night  and  not  excused  when  his 
twelve  hours  are  up  and  come  to  his  office  again 
at  10  p.  m.  for  a call  and  overtime  after  the  first 
hour. 

It  is  also  not  proper  to  assign  a helper’s  regular 
telegraphic  duties  with  certain  hours,  unless  the 
helper  is  paid  the  wages  of  similar  telegraphic 
positions,  which  makes  him  responsible  for  his 
work. 

The  agent  and  telegrapher  is  entitled  to  any 
overtime  at  such  places  if  a telegrapher  is 
wanted,  and  the  helper  should  be  kept  off  the 
wires,  as  the  agent  is  supposed  to  assign  the 
duties  of  the  helper. 

It  is  proper  for  helpers  to  make  late  trains  if 
the  telegrapher  is  not  wanted  and  is  given  good- 
night, but  it  is  also  proper  for  the  telegrapher 
to  cut  out  the  wires  when  leaving  for  the  night 
unless  he  is  relieved  by  night  telegrapher. 

W.  F.  Gerhart, 
General  Chairman. 


Missouri  Division — 

We  are  glad  to  note  there  is  more  activity  being 
displayed,  and  an  effort  being  made  to  get  the 
nons.  This  is  certainly  a good  move;  put  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  Brothers  and  see  if  you 
can’t  add  a new  member  this  month.  A nice 
letter  to  your  neighbor,  if  he  is  on  the  outside, 
will  help;  try  it. 

Business  still  continues  very  dull,  resulting  in 
a few  reductions  in  the  force.  We  note  the  sec- 
ond night  telegrapher  has  been  pulled  off  at 
Trenton  dispatcher’s  office.  Bro.  Teagarden  does 
the  honors  alone.  Presume  you  don’t  get  lone 
some  "WS."  How  about  it? 

Bro.  Petty  has  been  promoted  to  chief  tele- 
grapher at  Trenton  dispatcher’s  office. 

Bro.  T.  J.  Bucklin  appointed  permanent  nights 
at  Seymour  on  last  bulletin.  Bro.  Bucklin  is  a 
newcomer,  but  of  the  right  kind.  Bro.  C.  G. 
King  appointed  permanent  nights  at  Eldon.  Bro. 
Varney  shook  the  du9t  of  Missouri  off  his  manly 
\o.  13’s,  and  is  now  days  at  “S.” 
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Last  meeting  at  Eldon  should  have  had  a better 
attendance.  Brothers  on  the  east  end,  we  ex- 
pected many  of  you  who  did  not  put  in  an 
appearance.  Is  this  the  proper  spirit?  You  can 
certainly  make  some  arrangements,  especially  at 
stations  where  there  are  three  men.  Ask  for 
transportation  in  time,  and  come,  it  will  do  you 
good. 

We  note  Bro.  Zirkle  at  Jamesport  now  uses  a 
map  in  making  out  the  monthly  pay  roll.  Zirk  says 
it's  a 9tudy  in  geography  to  keep  track  of  the 
helpers. 

Bro.  Hammar,  former  days  at  Gallatin,  now 
nights  at  Cameron  Junction.  A fellow  who  can 
see  bis  job  taken  away  and  a helper  substituted, 
and  then  get  married  on  the  strength  of  it,  can’t 
be  a knocker  if  his  name  does  sound  like  it  Con- 
gratulations, old  man,  and  remember  the  white 
button. 

Bro.  Buchanan,  our  worthy  local  chairman,  was 
in  Trenton  recently  looking  after  the  interests  of 
the  Order. 

The  cartoon  in  last  month’s  Telegrapher 
should  be  carefully  studied  by  some  of  the  boys 
on  the  branches.  Strange  what  a resemblance  one 
sees  in  the  man  to  the  left.  Why  is  it  necessary 
to  hide  your  face  when  you  draw  each  month  the 
nice  little  donation  tendered  you  last  November 
by  the  Order?  Frankly,  now,  don’t  it  burn  your 
fingers  just  a little? 

Of  course  we  are  still  waiting,  we  know  you 
intend  to  fill  out  that  application  next  pay  day. 
It’s  a good  thing,  of  course.  If  some  of  your 
friends  were  to  send  a basket  of  groceries  around 
to  your  house  each  month,  or  perhaps  pay  your 
board,  I have  reason  to  believe  you  would  take 
this  as  an  insult.  Do  you  know  the  Order  has  been 
delivering  you  this  little  basket  each  month  since 
November  last?  Yes,  it’s  marked  paid,  the 
Brother  with  the  white  button  paid  it,  he  thought 
you  needed  it.  The  company  was  too  busy.  If 
you  find  you  can’t  use  it,  you  might  ask  the  ex- 
press agent  to  take  some  of  it  in  exchange  for  a 
money  order  payable  to  Bro.  Schooler  at  Mar- 
seilles, Ind.  Bro.  Schooler  is  kept  quite  busy  of 
late  attending  to  this  conscience  fund.  There  is 
a certain  magic  about  the  little  card  he  sends 
you  in  acknowledgment  for  this  little  sum.  It 
enables  you  to  look  your  Brother  in  the  face. 
It  enables  you  to  have  your  troubles  looked  af  er, 
and  better  yet  it  makes  you  an  honorable  fighter 
in  an  army  that  numbers  37,000  strong. 

We  still  look  for  the  applications  from  Mr. 
Chapman  at  “MC,”  also  Mr.  Jones  at  Amity. 
Let  them  come,  boys,  we  believe  you  know  a 
good  thing  when  you  see  it. 

Don’t  forget  your  dues  for  the  next  half  year. 

Cert.  1771. 


Illinois  Division — - 

Have  been  reading,  with  interest,  the  notes  of 
Bros.  Schooler  and  “G”  in  past  issues  of  The 
Journal,  and  if  you  will  spare  me  a few  moments 
I will  say  just  a few  things  to  let  you  know  that 
the  fire  still  burns  bright  at  this  end  of  the  di- 
vision. 


In  order  for  us  to  obtain  the  things  that  some 
of  our  Brothers  speak  of,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
us  to  go  at  it  with  a solid  front. 

We  have  made  a remarkable  showing  during 
the  past  year;  let  us  see  if  we  can  duplicate 
it  the  coming  year.  Get  after  the  nons  and  keep 
after  them.  They  will  see  the  facts  in  their  true 
light  after  a while. 

What  we  want  is  a reasonable  compensation  for 
handling  Western  Union  business,  U.  S.  mail,  and 
a minimum  for  small  station  on  express.  We  are 
entitled  to  it  and  can  get  it 

I do  not  agree  with  some  of  my  Brothers  in 
regard  to  the  $75  minimum,  for  this  reason: 
There  are  some  stations  where  the  business  would 
not  justify  this  salary.  What  we  want  is  an 
increase,  of  say  10  per  cent  this  year,  and  want 
it  general,  this  to  be  considered  according  to  the 
amount  of  work  that  is  required. 

1 think  the  officials  of  the  Rock  Island  system 
appreciate  the  spirit  of  their  employes  and  will 
deal  with  them  fairly  and  squarely  on  all  sub- 
jects. 

Give  the  best  service  to  employers,  and  give 
them  a chance  to  show  their  appreciation  of  it; 
then,  if  they  don’t,  you  are  not  at  fault. 

Make  arrangements  to  attend  the  division  meet- 
ings at  least  every  three  months,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  possible.  Remember  that  Rock  Island 
Division  meets  at  Maccabees  hall.  Rock  Island, 
the  fourth  Saturday  of  each  month.  All  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend,  and  make  themselves 
perfectly  at  home. 

Make  arrangements  to  attend  next  month.  Come 
out  and  meet  your  Brothers  and  discuss  the 
questions  of  most  vital  importance  to  you  and 
help  us  to  prepare  a revision  of  our  present 
schedule,  which  our  general  committee  will  pre- 
sent to  our  officials  in  a short  time.  “B.” 


Cedar  Rapids  Division — 

Have  not  seen  anything  in  The  Telegrapher 
from  our  corner  of  the  grounds  for  a long  time, 
so  will  try  and  break  the  monotony. 

Do  not  know  of  more  than  two  nons  on  about 
275  miles  of  road,  and  one  has  promised  to  be 
good  soon. 

There  was  some  talk  of  having  a meeting  at 
Albert  Lea  in  the  near  future,  but  think  that 
unless  something  more  than  talking  is  done  noth- 
ing will  be  accomplished.  I do  not  know  of  a 
better  place  for  a meeting  place  than  that  city, 
and  we  would  be  assured  of  a good  crowd,  as 
very  probably  many  of  the  telegraphers  on  the 
line  running  into  “WB”  would  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept an  invitation  to  be  with  us  and  get  ac- 
quainted. Nearly  alt  within  a radius  of  a hund  ed 
mi.es  could  be  present  if  they  made  a small  effort 
to  do  so.  Why  not  try  at  least?  With  the  aidi 
of  our  local  chairman  we  might  be  able  to  make 
a move  like  this. 

Bro.  McCune  still  officiates  at  Inver  Grove, 
and  manages  to  keep  the  “1104”  going.  Bro.  Wil- 
son is  the  night  man  in  that  2x4. 
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At  Roaemount  the  C.  M.  & St.  P.  look  after 
our  interests  until  they  get  to  Comus.  Tha  Mil- 
waukee boys  are  solid. 

Bro.  Cunningham  at  Owatonna  days  says  he 
don’t  want  an  agency  in  his  any  more.  Wonder 
if  that  little  piece  of  June  Telegrapher,  “The 
Real  Agent,"  explains  his  situation. 

I do  not  want  to  bump  the  regular  corres- 
pondent out  in  this  corner  of  the  pond,  but  it 
is  more  gratifying  to  find  some  news  from  your 
own  vicinity,  some,  that  if  your  friends  chanced 
to  run  across  they  would  know  that  you  were 
still  doing  business  at  the  old  stand,  than  to 
stand  in  seclusion  and  obscurity  just  because  we 
happen  to  be  on  the  "north  end."  So,  with  due 
regard  for  the  above-mentioned  personage,  I will 
cut  out  Cert.  1135. 


Nebraska  Division — 

I notice  m The  Journal  that  a great  many 
Brothers  are  advocating  10  per  cent  commission 
on  W.  U.  business.  I think  we  should  have  10 
per  cent  commission  on  total  checks  of  W.  U. 
business,  with  a minimum  of  $5  per  month.  Also 
10  per  cent  on  express,  with  a minimum  of  $5 
per  month.  And  where  we  have  to  handle  U.  S. 
•nail  $5  per  month  when  we  have  not  more  than 
four  mail  trains  daily,  except  Sunday,  when  1 
have  but  five,  for  whioh  we  have  to  make  thirteen 
round  trips  to  the  postoffice  each  day.  I would 
rather  have  the  mail  business  cut  out  entirely 
than  to  receive  $10  compensation  per  month  for 
handling  it 

Another  thing  I wish  to  mention  is,  that  after 
a telegrapher  has  been  in  the  company's  service 
one  year,  he  be  allowed  two  weeks’  vacation  eacli 
year  on  full  pay  and  transportation  for  himself 
and  family.  They  can  afford  to  give  us  this. 

Bro.  Kennedy  has  been  appointed  agent  vice 
Bro.  Dixon,  resigned. 

Bro.  R.  G.  Lewis  went  to  Bonesteel  to  try  Its 
luck  in  drawing  a farm.  Dick,  I don’t  believe 
you  would  make  a farmer. 

G.  W.  Manion  relieved  Bro.  Lewis  at  Sabetha 
for  past  thirty  days.  G.  W.  M.  is  still  without  a ca  d. 
but  understand  he  is  going  in  soon.  Fulfill  your 
promise  "Ni." 

Bro.  R.  L.  Showers  has  been  working  at 
Gates  siding  for  about  a month. 

Bro.  I.  E.  Manion  has  been  doing  the  owl  act 
at  Albright  for  thirty  days.  Understand  he  re- 
lives Bro.  Showers  at  Gates  when  “Bo"  returns 
to  "G." 

Bro.  Woolen  has  been  appointed  agent  at  Otcgo. 
Have  not  learned  who  relieved  Denny  at  Le^ 
ban  on. 

Bro.  Bishop  at  "F"  nights  is  in  a lot  of  trouble, 
but  it  is  not  of  a serious  nature.  Come  over 
“SA”  and  we  will  smoke. 

Bro.  H.  Moore  has  been  appointed  agent  at 
Hallam,  Bro.  Wheat  going  to  Agenda,  on  Kansas 
Division,  where  he  will  be  nearer  his  folks. 


New  York  Central  Railway. 

NOTICE. 

The  vote  taken  on  the  N.  Y.  C.  lines,  in  regard 
to  whether  we  change  from  local  to  system  di- 
vision, was  canvassed  by  the  sub-committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  general  committee  on  July  xst. 

The  result  shows  a large  majority  in  favor  of 
tihe  system  division.  Out  of  a total  of  914  votes 
c*®**  739  were  in  favor  of  the  change,  and  175 
against,  making  a majority  of  564. 

Some  time  will  necessarily  elapse  before  the 
change  is  made;  each  member  will  be  advised  by 
Grand  Secretary  Bro.  Quick  when  the  transfer  is 
madc-  A.  E.  Bliem, 

Genl.  Secy  and  Treas. 


Mohawk  Division — 

Our  meeting  oh  July  20th  was  not  well  at- 
tended on  account  of  No.  78  not  running  any 

more.  The  absence  of  this  train  makes  it  very 

difficult  for  the  boys  from  the  east  to  get  home 
from  the  meetings. 

Bro.  Delong  has  been  sick  for  a few  days. 

Mr.  Lyons  covered  his  trick. 

I understand  that  Bros.  Finster,  Trimble  and 
McCarthy  have  left  the  service  of  the  N.  Y.  C. 
This  is  to  be  regretted  by  every  member  of  their 
acquaintance.  May  good  luck  attend  them. 

In  the  death  of  Bro.  John  Hoffman  we  lost 
one  of  our  best  and  most  active  members.  He  was 
a man  who  was  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  his  sudden  passing  away  is  a matter  of  sor- 
row and  regret  to  us  all. 

Bro.  Lyon  resumed  work  the  morning  of  July 
3,  after  enjoying  a two  weeks’  vacation  thrugh 
the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Thou- 
sand Islands. 

Bro.  Hall  of  Division  No.  90,  who  relieved  Bro. 
Lyon,  was  taken  sick  and  had  to  go  to  his  home 
at  New  York  Mills,  where  he  is  under  the  doc- 
tor s care.  Bro.  Miller  relieved  Bro.  Hall  and 
remained  at  Kirkville  Junction  until  Bro.  Lyon’s 
return,  when  he  was  sent  to  Verona,  on  the  main 
line,  to  relieve  Bro.  Ferris,  who  left  for  Cali- 
fornia  to  look  after  a few  thousands  left  him  by  a 
distant  relative. 

1 here  are  two  new  88-lever  powrers  in  progress 
of  erection  at  Rotterdam  Junction  and  South 
Schenectady.  Each  of  these  should  give  employ- 
ment to  three  telegraphers  and  three  levermen. 
We  understand  that  they  will  be  pretty  lively 
joints  when  they  go  into  operation. 

Bro.  Rose  of  Canastota  is  enjoying  a couple  of 
weeks  at  the  St.  Louis  fair,  and  at  the  same  time 
securing  a stock  of  information  to  deal  out  to  the 
traveling  public  on  the  technical  points  of  interest, 
together  with  any  information  regarding  hotel 
facilities.  We  are  afraid  that  Bro.  Rose  will 
have  such  a good  time  that  he  will  forget  that 
he  is  in  St.  Louis  in'  behalf  of  the  N.  Y C and 
H.  R.  R. 

Bro.  Peters  is  enjoying  an  extended  vacation. 
“A"  says  that  there  is  nothing  like  “making  hay 
while  the  sun  shines." 
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Bro.  Coon  is  on  the  sick  list,  Operator  Camp 
covering  the  trick. 

Bro.  Down  is  going  to  have  a vacation.  (So  he 
says.)  Anyhow  he  is  flooding  the  market  with 
cows.  Hope  you  get  it  in  August,  “FD.” 

Bro.  Davis,  who  has  been  working  at  the  R.  W. 
and  O.  Tower,  has  accepted  the  agency  at  Fayette- 
ville, on  the  Chenango.  This  is  all  right  “\V,” 
but  do  not  forget  the  division  meetings. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Bro.  H.  K. 
Shoemaker  and  his  bereaved  family.  Bro.  Shoe- 
maker recently  lost  his  father. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Brothers  who  have  not 
recently  attended  division  meeting  I wish  to  say 
that  we  are  9ti»l  holding  meetings  at  the  same 
old  stand,  and  I might  add  that  those  Brothers 
who  have  not  as  yet  seen  the  inside  of  the  room, 
could  give  themselves  an  enjoyable  vacation  by 
attending. 

To  the  none  who  are  looking  for  information  I 
would  say  that  I still  have  a good  supply  of  ap- 
plication blanks  on  hand.  J.  F.  L. 


Long  Island  Railway. 

Bro.  Scully,  agent  Elmherst,  is  enjoying  a 
week’s  vacation.  Bro.  Warlow  is  looking  after 
“Sc’s”  farm  in  his  absence.  Be  accommodating 
Fred. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Van  Dusen  has  taken  up  his  abode 
in  Elmhurst,  says  he  was  tired  of  hoeing  the 
corn  out  in  Patchogue. 

Bro.  VV.  S.  Leahy  has  resigned  his  position  as 
assistant  agent  at  Corona  and  accepted  a position 
as  night  signalman  at  Thompson  avenue,  middle. 
A good  move.  Bill. 

Bro.  Turner  does  not  go  to  Whitestone  quite  so 
often  of  late.  What’s  the  matter  George,  some 
one  cut  you  out?  Another  trip  to  North  Beach 
merry-go-rounds  and  switch  back,  together  with 
a sail  through  the  dungeon,  will  fix  things  right. 

There  is  a certain  agent,  a non-member,  who  is 
kicking  because  the  company  gives  him  a day  off 
a week.  Says  he  gets  behind  in  his  work.  Too 
bad!  File  999. 

Bro.  Rodgers,  night  Whitestone  Landing,  at- 
4ended  the  ball  at  W'hitestone  Wednesday  even- 
ing, while  Bro.  Schirstcr  looked  after  Mollie  on 
the  telephdhe.  Say  Jim,  you  looked  swell  in  that 
fireman’s  uniform. 

Bro.  O’Connell  expected  to  be  riding  around  in 
an  automobile  this  summer,  but  circumstances 
alter  cases,  eh  Jim? 

Bro.  Dan  Hawkins,  agent  Bridge  street,  can  be 
seen  most  any  time  counting  his  tobacco  coupons. 
Dan  says  he’s  going  to  get  a piano  for  55,000.  He 
had  500.  Keep  it  up,  old  man. 

Bro.  Hudson  was  over  to  Elmhurst  this  week 
trying  to  educate  Bro.  Scully’s  yellow  kid.  After 
spil.ing  a couple  of  bottles  of  ink  and  tearing  up 
the  office  in  general,  he  gave  it  up.  Hud  is  worse 
than  a cyclone.  Lock  your  office  door  if  you  ever 
sec  him  coming. 

Bro.  Jack  Hartman  was  seen  running  for  the  train 
one  morning,  and  on  being  asked  if  he  was  late, 
he  said,  no,  that  the  train  was  running  on  a 
schedule  of  its  own.  Jack  is  always  O.  T. 


Bro.  Kelly  is  back  at  Winfield  Junction.  I sup- 
pose we  will  see  the  young  lady  with  light  hair 
again. 

Some  of  the  boys  experienced  a good  deal  of 
trouble  feetting  their  money  last  pay  day.  Some 
of  them  stood  in  line  for  four  hours  watching  coons 
and  dagoes  going  in  ahead  of  them.  Some  one 
suggested  that  we  black  up,  but  a better  plan  was 
hat  upon.  We  formed  a committee  and  went  up 
to  the  boss.  We  had  no  further  trouble  after 
that. 

Bro.  Fclby  and  wife  of  Little  Neck  attended 
the  circus  at  Flushing  Friday  night.  Anyone 
would  have  thought  “DF”  never  saw  an  elephant 
before,  from  the  way  he  gaped  at  Jumbo,  the  sec- 
ond. 

Sister  E.  M.  Colwell,  “Oc’s”  right-hand  bower, 
viz.,  Turner,  entertained  her  cousin,  Miss  May 
Miller,  of  Sag  Harbor,  for  two  weeks.  “CW”  re- 
ports fine  time,  while  May  went  back  to  old  “SB  ’ 
happy.  “Derf." 


Illinois  Central  Railway. 

St.  Louis  Division — 


In  response  to  the  call  of  General  Chairman  J. 
J.  Dermody,  for  a meeting  of  the  telegraphers  of 
the  St.  Louis  Division,  Friday  night,  July  1st,  in 
I.  O.  O.  F.  hall,  Carbondale,  Ills.,  thirty-five 
staunch  and  enthusiastic  members,  representing 
each  and  every  district  of  the  Division,  were  in 
attendance,  and  judging  from  the  active  part 
taken  in  the  transaction  of  the  business  brought 
before  the  meeting,  it  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  following  were  appointed  to  fill  the  dif 
ferent  stations  in  the  lodge  room:  Chief  tele- 

’grapher,  J.  J.  Dermody;  first  vice-chief  tele- 
grapher, C.  Durham;  second  vice-chief  tele- 
grapher, L.  E.  Wheeler;  past  chief  telegrapher,  J. 
H.  Kcown;  secretary  and  treasurer,  R.  E.  Shan 
non;  marshal,  Don  Davis;  inside  sentinel,  J.  D. 
IMumlee;  outside  sentinel,  S.  J.  Woodward. 

Twenty-one  petitions  for  membership  were  read 
by  the  secretary,  four  of  them  from  telegraphers 
located  on  the  St.  Louis  Division.  All  applicants 
were  accepted,  and  candidates  A.  J.  Higgins  and 
E.  G.  Benson  being  present,  were  duly  initiated. 

Matters  of  general  interest  were  brought  be 
fore  the  lodge  and  were  freely  discussed.  Every 
one  present  was  invited  to  express  his  views, 
which  he  did  in  true  telegraphic  style. 

Bro.  Rogers  of  East  St.  Louis  easily  carried 
away  the  honors  in  oratory.  He,  coming  from  ncai 
the  World’s  Fair  city,  I think  has  taken  pointers 
from  President  Francis,  or  President  Francis  from 
him,  can’t  say  which. 

The  attendance  from  north  of  Carbondale,  as 
usual,  was  small.  I am  unable  to  account  for  this, 
knowing  that  part  of  the  division  to  be  solid  with 
the  exception  of  two.  The  train  service  in  both 
directions  being  good,  there  is  no  good  reason  w'hy 
wc  should  not  have  a good  delegation  from  that 
section  of  the  division.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  will  make  up  for  their  non-attendance  at  this 
meeting,  by  coming  in  a bunch  to  the  next  and 
bringing  a couple  of  candidates  for  initiation  with 
them. 
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The  division  officials  showed  us  every  possible 
courtesy  in  the  way  of  relief  and  transporta- 
tion. 

Carbondale  district  carried  off  the  banner  for 
attendance,  only  three  or  four  on  that  district 
being  absent. 

The  management  of  this  company  are  taking 
every  possible  precaution  to  insure  safety  of  the 
heavy  World’s  Fair  traffic,  by  establishing  a 
block  system,  and  will,  in  a short  time,  open  up 
twelve  or  fifteen  additional  telegraph  offices. 

Another  meeting  will  be  arranged  for  in  the 
near  future,  and  we  hope  to  have  even  a better 
attendance.  Notice  will  be  given  in  due  time. 

Should  anyone  think  that  the  interest  is  dying 
out  in  Division  No.  93,  rhey  could  quickly  be 
set  right  by  calling  on  the  G.  S.  and  T.,  and  tak- 
ing a peep  at  the  record  books,  which  show  that 
over  900  paid  dues  for  term  ending  December  31, 
1904,  before  their  old  cards  expired.  From  pres- 
ent indications  we  will  not  have  a delinquent 
member  after  July  pay  day.  Victory  ahead,  let 
the  good  work  go  on.  Secretary. 


Freeport  District — 

’Tis  with  a sense  of  deep  regret  that  I am 
abligcd  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  to 
the  burning  fact  that  this  end  has  not  been  repre- 
sented in  this  Journal  for  more  than  a year. 
Now,  what  do  you  t..ink  of  that?  And  to  think 
that  we  have  been  solid  from  end  to  end  for 
more  than  six  months  Don’t  some  of  you  feel 
ashamed  of  yourselves?  It  is  a shame  that  there 
is  not  a man  with  ambi  ion  enough  to  write  a few 
lines  when  there  has  been  a whole  year  in  which 
to  do  it.  The  Amboy  district  has  been  repre- 
sented twice  lately,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  can  not  get  in  once  in  a while.  One  man 
should  be  appointed  correspondent,  and  when  any 
one  has  any  news  send  it  to  him  and  we  might 
get  a write  up  at  least  once  in  two  months.  Whom 
shall  we  appoint? 

We  all  glory  in  the  fact  that  we  are  solid  from 
Parway^to  East  Junction,  and  as  we  have  no  raw 
material  to  hammer  away  at,  the  car  roprt  goes 
in  now  at  10  a.  m. 

To  enumerate  all  the  changes  and  give  all  the 
news  since  my  last  write-up  would  fill  several 
pages,  so  will  confine  myself  to  the  latest. 

The  town  of  Youngsdale  has  been  burned  off 
the  map.  Burned  everything  but  the  stock  ya-ds 
and  chicken  coop.  The  depot  caught  fire  from  a 
spark  thrown  on  the  roof  by  train  No.  3,  and  as 
the  company  think  it  too  expensive  to  furnish 
small  stations  with  Babcocks  the  building  burned 
to  the  ground,  including  considerable  of  Bro. 
Morrison’s  furniture,  upon  which  there  was  no 
insurance. 

Daisy,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Bro.  T.  W.  Pat- 
terson, Granger,  passed  from  this  life  July  4th, 
after  a brief  illness  of  only  a few  days  All  ex- 
tend their  sympathy  to  the  Brother  and  his 
family. 

Bro.  Ireland  has  returned  to  his  old  position 
after  a month’s  leave  of  absence,  and  we  are  all 
glad  to  see  him  back  again.  He  knows  now  what 


it  is  to  be  a good  member  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  I 
doubt  if  you  will  ever  find  him  without  an  up- 
to-date  card  and  a good  word  to  speak  for  the 
Oredr.  Old  Adam. 


In  Memoriuom — 

Whereas,  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and 
mercy,  has  removed  from  our  midst,  Daisy,  the 
oldest  daughter  of  Bro.  Thomas  W.  Patterson,  an 
esteemed  and  worthy  member  of  Freeport  Di- 
vision, No.  93,  O.  R.  T. ; therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Daisy  Patterson, 
the  family  has  lost  a kind  and  loving  daughter 
and  sister,  the  community  an  esteemed  and  Chris- 
tian young  lady,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  fraternity  extend  to  the 
Brother  and  family  our  heartfelt  sympathy;  that 
a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  entered 
upon  the  minutes  of  Freeport  Division,  No.  93, 
and  published  in  The  Railroad  Telegrapher,  and 
and  a copy  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased.  C.  B.  Westbrook, 

H.  K.  Gilman, 

F.  E.  Lamboley, 

Committee. 


Amboy  District — 

Last  month’s  Journal  was,  as  usual,  a fine 
general  write  up  of  the  old  I.  C.,  but  nothing 
from  this  part  of  the  pike,  and  we  want  you  to 
understand  that  even  if  we  are  not  often  heard 
from,  that  we  still  have  one  of  the  best  organized 
divisions  on  the  system.  In  fact,  we  have  about 
all  the  desirable  ones  with  an  exception  or  two, 
and  when  we  get  the  three  or  four  that  have 
already  promised  to  make  good  pay  day,  we  will 
be  in  a position  so  that  what  few  will  be  left 
out  will  have  to  come  to  us  and  ask  admission, 
instead  of  us  going  to  them.  Dig  in  and  get  those 
two  or  three  and  then  throw  out  our  flag  as  the 
banner  division  of  the  I.  C. 

Bro.  Foskulc  has  been  sojourning  in  Iowa 
among  relatives,  and  before  resuming  his  duties 
spent  a week  or  so  ‘‘down  on  the  farm”  with  his 
parents.  Any  time  you  fool  “Capt.,”  you  don’t. 
He  is  one  of  the  old  timers,  being  an  O.  R.  T. 
before  wc  had  a local.  Bro.  Woods  did  the  day 
stunt  while  “Capt.”  was  away,  and  therein  we 
find  another  regular. 

Bro.  Barber  had  a thirty-day  leave  and  visited 
his  folks  in  Wisconsin.  That  wasn’t  all.  He  was 
a week  or  so  looking  around  Padua  and  mingling 
with  the  fair  sex  there. 

Mr.  Gossard  spent  a week  in  St.  Louis,  Bro. 
Kelly  working  davs,  while  Mr.  Granger  held  down 
the  night  job.  What’s  the  ma'ter  “Ky,  ’ can’t  yo  1 
get  Gossard  to  fill  out  those  blanks?  Explain 
how  we  got  <hat  nice  increase  for  him. 

We  find  in  Layton,  a regular  Rube  Waddell, 
when  it  comes  to  playing  baseball.  He  gives  th?m 
those  dark  brown  ones  that  they  can  not  see. 
Sayl  Mark,  you  know  what  you  said.  Well,  be  ter 
make  it  good.  At  “Mk”  nights  we  find  Bro. 
Wooley,  who  lately  transferred  to  No.  93. 

Bro.  Shepherd  is  laying  off  and  taking  a trip 
to  Kentucky,  his  old  stamping  grounds.  He  is 
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accompanied  by  Mrs.  Shepherd  and  their  son.  Biv>. 
Danbury,  an  old  I.  C.  boy,  is  “Looping  the  Loop” 
at  “Ru,”  and  he  pronounces  it  a fierce  game. 
Danbury  has  recently  been  working  for  the  Wab  , 
but  says  there  is  no  place  like  the  I.  C.,  and 
the  good  bunch  that  he  finds  there. 

Metzer  at  “CG,”  now  has  a handle  to  his  name; 
call  him  Brother,  as  he  has  done  the  right  thing, 
thus  making  another  office  solid. 

Bro.  Young  expects  to  leave  us  soon  and  return 
to  his  former  abode,  the  Can.  Pac.,  and  accept  a 
trick  there.  Sorry  to  lose  such  men,  hut  our 
loss  is  another's  gain. 

Last  we  heard  of  Hopkins  of  “>»0,”  he  was 
tempting  the  finny  tribe  of  the  Rock  river.  He 
was  relieved  by  Mr.  Savage,  an  ex-rail  Say! 
Hop.,  when  you  get  back  you  might  take  time  and 
fill  out  a set  of  blanks  before  resuming  work. 
What? 

Bro.  Bowers’  daughter  is  visiting  in  California, 
where  she  has  accepted  a position  teaching  music 
in  one  of  the  prominent  colleges  of  the  country. 

Bro.  Pack  of  “Kn”  was  called  home  by  the  ill- 
ness of  his  mother.  He  writes  that  he  will  be  back 
soon.  Bro.  Anschultz  has  been  doing  the  business 
while  Bro.  P.  was  gone.  Here  we  find  everything 
solid,  as  Chairman  Day  soon  lands  them  if  they 
are  not  right  before  hitting  “Kn.” 

Bro.  Wesly  still  makes  his  regular  “Kn.” 
Things  begin  to  look  serious. 

Organization,  now  and  forever,  that's  the  cry. 

Hooligan. 


Cherokee  Division — 

Meeting  of  the  Cherokee  Division  called  to  or- 
der by  E.  W.  Hill,  A.  C.  G.  A.  J.  Hoskins  was 
appointed  secretary,  G.  C.  Isbell  inside  sentinel, 
and  J.  Urban  marshal. 

The  chairman  read  a communication  from  Gen- 
eral Chairman  Dermody  regarding  the  securing 
of  members  who  have  come  from  other  divisions. 
Also  a report  from  the  general  secretary  regarding 
the  condition  of  system  division  No.  Q.t,  wh'ch  was 
very  gratifying,  as  it  showed  a great  improvement, 
both  financially  and  numerically. 

Grievance  of  Bro.  H.  H.  Freeman  of  Lemars, 
regarding  working  the  dinner  hour  at  ’hat  point, 
was  then  discussed,  and  decided  that  Bro.  Free- 
man had  no  authority  for  working  the  time. 

Grievance  of  Bro.  L.  L.  Jones  discussed  fullv, 
and  determined  to  present  same  to  superintendent 
at  2:30  p.  m. 

Grievance  of  Bro.  N.  C.  Libby,  regarding  the 
helper  being  taken  off  at  George  sta’ion,  was 
taken  up  and  decided  to  present  same  to  super- 
intendent. 

Overtime  and  calls  discussed,  and  Bro.  Hill  in- 
formed tiie  meeting  that  it  was  understood  be- 
tween the  committee  and  officials  that  a notice 
at  any  time  during  working  hours  was  a call. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  adjourn  to  Supt. 
Fletcher’s  office.  Carried. 

At  the  superintendent’s  office  many  things  of 
interest  were  disemsed. 

On  return  to  the  hall  it  was  moved  that  we 
adjourn  until  7:1°  p.  m.  Carried. 


Reconvened  at  7:30  p.  m. 

Moved  that  the  chairman  appoint  a committee 
of  five,  himself  to  be  one,  to  draw  up  the  suggest  ons 
regarding  the  changing  of  abstracts  and  submit 
the  same  to  Supt.  Fletcher.  Carried. 

Committee  appointed:  Hill,  Kearney,  Hoslrin, 

Libby  and  O.  E.  Johnson. 

Moved  that  we  hold  another  meeting  the  sec- 
ond Sunday  in  August.  Carried. 

Moved  that  we  extend  a vote  of  thanks  to  Supt. 
C.  B.  Fletcher  for  the  courteous  treatment  ex- 
tended to  us  and  the  granting  to  us  of  the  leave 
of  absence  to  attend  this  meeting.  Carried. 

A.  J.  Hoskin, 

Secy. 


Evansville  District — 

Bro.  T.  M.  Parris  of  Morganfield  and  Miss 
Lois  Trout  of  Elkton,  Ky.,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage at  the  latter-named  place  on  June  29.  All 
the  boys  join  in  wishing  them  a long  and  pros- 
perous life.  After  a two  weeks*  bridal  tour,  tak- 
ing in  the  World’s  Fair,  Chicago,  and  other  prin- 
cipal cities,  they  returned  to  Morganfield,  their 
future  heme. 

Bro.  W.  L.  Venner,  agent  Sturgis,  spent  a few 
days  attending  court  at  Morganfield  last  week. 
Bro.  Huff  relieved  him. 

Bro.  F.  F.  Prow,  agent  Waverly,  is  taking 
his  much  needed  vacation,  Bro.  E.  H.  McClure  of 
Milwood,  relieving  him. 

Bro.  Hays,  agent  Wheatcroft,  and  family,  spent 
the  3rd  and  4th  July  visiting  friends  in  Evans- 
ville. 

Bro.  R.  L.  Withers,  nights  at  Princeton,  is 
away  on  a two  months’  leave  of  absence,  Bro.  J. 
Hudgins  acting  “owl.” 

Bro.  H.  W.  Blades,  Agent  Dixon  and  wife, 
spent  a few  days  visiting  relatives  in  Princeton 
last  week,  Mr.  Fred  Smith  relieving  him. 

Bro.  J.  McH.  Tichenor,  agent  Morganfield,  has 
returned  from  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  he  has 
been  for  the  past  month. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Dons,  agent  Princeton,  is  soon  to  be 
checked  out  and  take  the  position  of  traveling 
agent.  Mr.  J.  W.  Wheedora  will  go  to  Princeton 
as  agent. 

Bro.  Owsley,  days  Princeton,  will  soon  go  to 
Cedar  Bluff  as  agent,  and  Bro.  Will  Lee  will  take 
his  place.  Glad  to  have  Bro.  Lee  back  in  the 
service,  as  he  is  one  of  our  staunchest  Brothers. 

Bro.  W.  Fields  is  back  at  “FA”  Evansville. 
Understand  he  will  go  to  Harwood  as  soon  as  an 
office  is  cut  in  there,  Mr.  J.  P.  Manion  taking 
“FA”  regular. 

Our  district  has  only  two  nons,  and  if  they  are 
not  forthcoming  real  soon  with  the  necessary  pa- 
pers, J will  tell  the  boys  who  they  are. 

Bro.  G.  C.  McAuley,  agent  Blackford,  has  been 
on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  week,  but  glad  to  note 
he  is  able  to  “seal  cars”  again.  Cebt.  1193. 


Louisiana  Division — 

We  have  had  a remarkably  dull  summer,  but 
are  glad  to  say  that  the  dull  period  is  about  over- 
The  banana  and  vegetable  business  has  been  ex- 
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tremely  heavy,  and  has  helped  to  even  things  up, 
and  with  the  usually  heavy  fall  business  in  sight 
we  can  look  for  lively  times.  Incidenta’ly,  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  for  our  general  commit- 
tee to  convene  again  to  secure  a revision  of  the 
present  schedule.  The  various  and  numerous 
grievances  coming  up  within  the  past  twe’ve 
months  ha9  developed  the  fact  that  there  are  sev- 
eral weak  spots  and  loop  holes  in  the  schedule. 
These  must  be  ironed  out.  A better  set  of  rules 
is  needed,  with  the  weak  spots  and  loopholes 
eliminated  and  a conservative  adjustment  of  the 
wage  scale. 

The  new  seniority  list,  just  furnished,  shows  us 
to  be  in  excellent  shape,  with  a percentage  of  95 
per  cent.  Why  not  make  it  100?  Individual  ef- 
fort will  do  it.  “BD”  New  Orleans  is  so’id,  with 
the  exception  of  C.  L.  Fisher.  Mr.  Summers,  at 
Harahan,  promises  to  be  with  us  soon.  S.  E. 
Strickland.  Kenner  Junction,  and  W.  S.  Grant, 
McComb,  are  delinquent,  and  should  be  induced 
to  pay  up.  J.  W.  Pearce,  at  Manchac,  has  used 
up  five  sets  of  blanks,  but  his  remittance  has  failed 
to  put  in  its  apnearance. 

Understand  Bro.  J.  H.  Willis,  ticket  agent  at 
Yazoo  City,  has  resigned  to  accept  a position 
of  cashier  in  a hank.  We  wish  him  much  success 
in  the  field  of  finance. 

Bro.  F.  Hollycross,  late  of  the  B.  and  O.,  is 
in  our  midst  doing  the  extra  work,  which  promises 
to  be  regular.  “HO”  is  a small  fellow,  but  gets 
there  just  the  same. 

Bro.  W.  L.  Myers  has  given  up  the  night  joh  at 
Kenner  Junction  to  accept  the  position  of  assist- 
ant passenger  and  ticket  agent  at  New  Orleans. 
“MY”  is  destined  for  better  things. 

The  beautiful  depot  at  Amite,  La.,  was  burned 
a few  days  ago,  and  Bro.  Davis  is  now  doing 
business  in  a side-door  Pullman.  “Windy”  don't 
care. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  committee  was 
successful  in  having  Bro.  Rehorst’s  salary  raised 
to  $70  per  month  as  agent  at  Kenner,  on  account 
of  the  separation  of  the  express. 

Bro  K.  S.  Moffat,  agent  Bentonia,  Miss.,  has 
returned  from  the  World’s  Fair,  St.  Louis.  Bro. 
F.  M.  Hall,  who  was  relieving  him,  goes  to  Bee 
Lake  to  relieve  Bro.  Boyd,  who  is  on  the  sick  list. 

Div.  Cor. 


Vicksburg  Division — 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Vicksburg 
Division  met  at  Leland,  Miss.,  in  Eagles  hall, 
Sunday  night,  July  loth,  with  an  attendance  of 
eleven  members.  Many  important  mat*ers  were 
brought  up  and  vigorously  discussed,  and  resolu- 
tion adopted  that  are  extremely  pleasing  to  all 
members.  This  is  the  third  meeting  the  division 
has  had,  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that 
the  writer  makes  note  that  there  were  more  in- 
terest and  energy  displayed  than  at  any  meeting 
we  have  previously  had.  Each  and  every  mem- 
ber present  seemed  to  realize  what  was  expected 
of  him  and  came  to  the  front  with  hot  argument 
and  debate  on  every  subject  presented.  The 
brilliant  comment  and  instruction  put  forth  by  our 


worthy  chief  seems  to  inspire  each  member  with 
new  hope  and  encouragement. 

Bro.  Poche  says  the  goat  and  himself  are  now 
on  friendly  terms,  and  that  he  and  his  friend 
“William”  are  going  to  play  ball  with  Bro. 
Hilliard  on  the  third  Sunday  in  August. 

S.  J.  Britt. 


C.  & N.  W.  Railway. 

Dakota  Division — 

Owing  to  the  number  of  agents  and  telegraph- 
ers being  away  on  vacations,  this  division  did  not 
hold  any  meeting  in  July. 

In  July  you  all  received  a list  of  the  non 
members,  which  will  be  corrected  monthly 

through  the  columns  of  The  Telegrapher.  By 
steady  work  we  should  have  this  division  cleaned 
up  before  long.  The  few  remaining  nons  arc 

gradually  opening  their  eyes  to  the  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  union  men. 

Our  June  meeting  was  held  June  37th,  and 
was  very  well  attended.  Bro.  Troy  .gave  us  a 
nice  talk,  urging  the  importance  of  doing  our 
work  the  best  we  can.  If  you  will  take  your 

July  number  of  The  Telegrapher  and  read  arti- 
cle by  Smith,  Division  41,  on  page  919,  we  are 
sure  that  you  will  find  something  there  that  will 
interest  you.  and  if  followed  out  it  would  not  be 
a very  hard  thing  for  our  committee  to  gain  more 
concessions  in  our  favor.  If  the  company  see 
that  we  are  working  for  their  interests,  as  well 
as  our  own,  they  will  feel  more  like  giving  us  a 
better  schedule.  There  is  one  thing  that  has 
got  to  be  cut  out,  and  that  is  so  much  foolishness 
on  the  wires.  Most  of  this  work  is  done  at  night, 
and  the  officials  say  that  steps  will  be  taken  to 
have  it  stopped  at  once. 

If  you  can  come  to  the  meetings  you  will  hear 
something  that  will  interest  you,  which  is  not 
advisable  to  put  here. 

Prof.  F.  W.  Warring  of  De  Smet,  on  a vacation 
of  two  weeks,  took  in  the  fair  at  St.  Louis. 

Bro.  Estee  relieved  Bro.  Warring  at  De  Smet 
a few  days,  and  then  went’ to  Yankton  to  help  with 
the  sale  of  tickets.  He  was  relieved  at  De  Smet 
by  Bro.  N.  D.  Nutter,  who  in  turn  was  relieved 
by  Bro.  A.  Moore. 

Bro.  L.  P.  Von  Arax  of  Elkton  took  a trip  to 
St.  Louis.  Relieved  by  Bro.  C.  B.  Beyer,  who 
was  relieved  by  Mr.  Shaffer,  formerly  agent  for 
the  Coe  Com.  Co.  at  that  point. 

Bro.  G.  H.  Goodfellow  is  now  agent  at  Hetland. 
Bro.  Carlow  laid  off  a few  days  after  leaving 
Hetland,  later  went  to  Harrold. 

Bro.  Thomas  Yates  went  from  Arco  to  Hooker 
and  relieved  Bro.  Bloomgreen,  who  went  on  a 
short  visit  to  Watertown,  S.  D.  It  is  rumored 
that  he  went  to  get  married,  but  the  young  lady 
did  not  want  to  leave  home  just  at  present. 

Owing  to  Ringling  Bros,  circus  transferring  to 
the  C.  M.  and  St.  Paul  Ry.  at  Wolsey,  Bro.  C.  H. 
Watschki  was  on  as  nights  for  one  night.  From 
Wolsey  he  went  to  Poland  and  relieved  Bro.  Glen 
Hodge,  who  has  laid  off  on  a short  vacation. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Reeve  of  Arlington  went  to  Yank- 
ton to  register  for  one  of  the  Rosebud  farms. 
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Bro.  J.  VV.  Barbour  of  Arco  went  to  Yankton 
to  register.  Relieved  by  Bro.  Yates. 

Bro.  S.  H.  Andrews  of  Ivanhoe  went  to  Yank- 
ton to  register.  Relieved  by  Bro.  Ed  Finnerty 
of  Lake  Preston. 

Bro.  L.  W.  Mitchell,  agent  at  Hitchcock,  at- 
tended Ringlings  circus  at  Watertown,  S.  D. 
Relieved  by  Bro.  Finnerty.  Lou  could  only  stay 
away  one  night,  as  he  is  the  only  one  in  town 
that  can  milk  his  cow. 

Bro.  F.  D.  Stedman  started  on  a trip  to  Pol- 
lock, N.  D.,  but  stopped  at  Oakes  and  relieved 
Bro.  Good  fellow. 

Bro.  Young  is  now  agent  at  Broadland,  having 
relieved  Bro.  Boughtner,  who  went  to  Aberdeen 
as  telegrapher. 

Bro.  Carl  relieved  Bro.  Graham  at  Kampeska, 
while  Bro.  Graham  was  at  Henry  relieving  Mr. 
G laser,  who  was  on  another  trip  to  the  Twin 
Cities.  - 

Bro.  O.  J.  Breen  was  at  Frankfort,  while  Bro. 
McCarty  went  to  Yankton  to  register,  and  Bro. 
Amonson  of  Raymond,  whom  Bro.  Breen  has  been 
relieving,  found  time  between  making  sales  of 
lumber  to  answer  the  call. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Leighty,  agent  Brookings,  went  to 
Watertown  a couple  of  days  in  June  to  do  a little 
fishing.  Relieved  by  Bro.  Mattice. 

Bro.  E.  W.  Stewart,  agent  Highmore,  has  been 
sick.  Relieved  by  Bro.  N.  D.  Nutter.  Bro.  Stew- 
art has  the  sympathy  of  all. 

Bro.  Estee  relieved  Bro.  Cass  of  Salem,  who 
gone  on  a vacation. 

Bro.  A.  W.  Tyner  of  Tyler,  went  to  Huron 
July  23  to  make  arrangements  for  our  meeting 
August  18. 

We  are  going  to  appoint  assistant  correspondents 
on  the  Oakes  and  Hawarden  lines,  as  it  is  more 
than  we  can  do  to  keep  track  of  the  different 
movements.  If  the  men  on  the  extra  list  would 
kindly  drop  us  a note  when  they  relieve  anyone, 
it  would  help  considerable. 

While  on  our  way  up  to  Huron  via  Watertown 
and  Redtield,  we  noticed  several  Brothers  not 
wearing  their  buttons.  If  you  have  lost  your 
button  send  to  Bro.  Kempkes,  S.  & T.,  Marshall- 
town, la.,  and  he  will  supply  your  wants  in 
that  line.  Div.  Cor. 


Nebraska  Division — 

The  glorious  Fourth  has  come  and  gone,  and 
young  America  has  again  had  an  opportunity  to 
develop  its  lungs  in  behalf  of  that  sacred  docu- 
ment of  independence,  burn  some  powder,  shoot 
some  blank  cartridges  and  hurrah  for  a free  coun- 
try. 

At  present  everybody  is  taking  a hot-foot  to 
Bonesteel  reservation,  where  homes  for  the  lucky 
can  be  had.  The  road  is  a hot  one,  and  the  boys 
are  not  getting  much  time  for  visiting. 

I have  no  means  of  knowing  who  were  as 
signed  to  the  numerous  positions  that  have  been 
bulletined  lately.  A number  of  new  arrivals  have 
appeared  amongst  us,  some  of  them  old  timers. 

Did  you  notice  how  they  do  things  on  the  N. 
and  W.  ? This  shows  the  necessity  of  unity.  It 


is  also  visible  to  the  naked  eye  where  those  un- 
faithful ones  stand. 

Before  this  time  all  should  have  an  up-to-date 
card.  Members  should  put  forth  every  effort  to 
get  eligible  telegraphers  in  line  and  patch  up  the 
fence  for  our  next  general  committee.  Individual 
work  will  produce  results.  The  tendency  of  the 
times  are  toward  co-operation. 

I notice  a few  writers  in  our  Journal  complain 
of  the  lack  of  cordiality  or  fraternalism  shown  by 
some.  Let  it  not  he  so  on  Division  76.  Let  there 
be  one  string  in  the  mighty  harp  of  Brotherhood 
that  you  touch  oftener  than  any  other,  the  low. 
sweet  voice  of  fraternal  sociability.  Its  tones  wi!l 
inspire  you  and  others  to  be  broad-hearted,  sunny, 
hopeful,  noble  and  true. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  by  an 
eastern  paper  from  their  correspondent  sent  to 
investigate  the  late  labor  troubles  in  Colorado: 
“For  God’s  sake  get  the  news  of  tne  Colorado 
deviltry  before  the  masses,  the  public  press  i< 
muzzled,  spread  it  regardless  of  your  own  paper, 
give  it  to  all.”  Everyone  likely  knows  all  about 
this,  or  at  least  should.  At  the  present  time  an- 
other labor  war  is  on  between  the  Packing  Trust 
and  its  employes,  which  we  hope  will  be  settled 
before  this  appears.  Div.  Cor. 


I Wisconsin  Division — 

The  Wisconsin  Division  boys  seem  to  be  some 
what  frozen  up,  but  this  hot  weather  will  prob 
ably  thaw  them  out.  There  are  several  on  the 
road  that  will  not  thaw  out  unless  we  ourselves 
make  things  hot.  We  expect  to  have  these  boys 
wearing  the  buttons  before  they  have  a chance  to 
freeze  up  the  second  time. 

Bro.  Gaffney  is  doing  the  owl  act  at  Clinton 
Junction,  relieving  Mr.  Bradley. 

Bro.  R.  M.  Stapleon,  formerly  in  “ID”  office, 
is  now  throwing  electricity  in  “Z”  office  days 
This  strikes  Dick  on  the  head.  No  place  like  Mil- 
waukee. 

Bro.  A.  L.  Johnson  is  on  his  vacation,  en- 
joying the  midsummer  breeze. 

Bro.  J.  Kellogg  is  now  handling  the  night  shift 
in  “FD”  office. 

Bro.  “Fa‘ty”  Boyington  is  still  holding  down 
the  day  shift  at  “RV”  with  but  little  trouble.  He 
says  he  never  traces  lost  pocketbooks  for  anyone 
except  handsome  young  ladies. 

Bro.  Masneurs  has  planted  himself  at  Green- 
wood avenue.  Well,  John,  billing  freight  is  better 
than  chasing  the  pike  working  extra. 

Bro.  R.  A.  Combs,  formerly  agent  at  Greenwood 
avenue,  has  gone  to  Niles  Center  as  agent,  reliev- 
ing A.  P.  Brasch,  who  has  gone  out  west  punch 
ing  steers  with  R.  L.  Brooks.  Ray  thinks  twelve 
hours  is  too  much  of  a good  thing. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Curtis  has  taken  the  day  shift  at 
“XI,”  and  Bro.  T.  F.  Curtis  has  taken  the  night 
shift  at  the  same  tower.  Truman  could  not  stand 
the  pressure  down  south. 

Mr.  George  Meyers,  at  “Rv”  nights,  has  not 
joined  yet.  He  talks  very  favorable  though.  With 
a little  coaxing  he  will  come  all  right.  Mr.  Ben- 
son, now  at  “Pk”  nights,  has  promised  to  join  ut. 
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Bro.  Bowers  will  undoubtedly  look  after  Mr. 
Benson. 

We  hope  that  next  month  we  can  find  out  more 
about  what  is  going  on  on  the  division,  and  there 
fore  have  a more  newsy  article. 

“The  Fellers.” 


lozta  Dizision — 

Business  on  this  Division  is  very  slack;  several 
towers  closed  and  a lot  of  train  crews  pulled  off. 
“WO”  tower,  Marshalltown,  closed.  Bro.  Kemp- 
kes,  our  L.  C.,  first  trick  man,  has  gone  to  South 
Dakota  in  search  of  a homestead.  Hope  you  are 
the  lucky  man  Ira.  A great  many  of  us  would  b? 
farmers  if  we  had  the  price. 

Bro.  William  Tate,  agent  State  Center,  and 
family,  have  left  for  a trip  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  and  the  World’s  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  Bro. 
Howell  is  filling  the  vacancy.  Bro.  Lynch  is  tak- 
ing the  day  chair. 

Bro.  Harrington  was  the  lucky  man  for  th  : 
Nevada  agency. 

Bro.  Shepard,  agent  Sheldahl,  has  just  re- 

turned from  a fishing  trip  in  Wisconsin,  being 
relieved  by  Bro.  Rigby. 

Bro.  Matter  is  again  back  with  us.  He  is 
permanently  located  at  Ankeny  nights. 

Bro.  Belden,  days  in  ticket  office  at  Marshall- 
town, away  on  visit;  relieved  by  Bro.  Plovetts. 

Bro.  W.  N.  Staley  and  family  were  called  ta 
Attica,  Ohio,  account  of  illness  of  a relative.  He 
was  relieved  by  Bros.  Mattison  and  Marshall,  ea^h 
staying  a few  days.  Bro.  S'aley  says  he  traveled 
over  the  B.  and  O.  Ry.,  and  found  the  telegraph- 
ers and  trainmen  very  courteous. 

Div.  Cor. 


Minnesota  Division — 

uur  meeting  at  Mankato,  July  9th,  was  well  at- 
tended, considering  that  members  from  east  of 
Waseca  were  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  train 
service.  We  were  very  much  disappointed  in  not 
having  our  worthy  general  chairman,  Bro.  James 
Troy,  and  assistant  general  chairman,  Bro.  Le- 
dane,  with  us. 

Bro.  Fred  Leterneau’s  resignation  as  division 
correspondent  w-as  tendered  and  accepted.  Upon 
motion  Bro.  T.  E.  Crandell  of  Ghent  was  ap 
pointed  division  correspondent  Local  chairman, 
Bro.  Thomas,  appointed  the  following  assistants: 
Bro.  E.  S.  Collins,  Lucan,  Marshall  to  Sleepy 
Eye;  Bro.  V.  V.  Vine,  Seaforth,  Sanborn  to 
Vesta;  Bro.  W A.  Wagner,  Evan,  to  Redwood 
Falls;  Bro.  A.  J.  Nelson,  Nicpllett,  New  Ulm  to 
Mankato  Junction;  Bro.  W.  F.  Schlet,  Sleepy 
Eye.  Tracy  to  Mankato;  Bro.  E.  J.  Thomas,  Eag’e 
Lake,  Mankato  to  Waseca;  Bro.  C.  C.  Smith, 
Owatonna,  Waseca  to  Rochester;  Bro.  T.  Cassidy, 
Eyota,  Rochester  to  Winona  and  branches.  We 
also  voted  a special  non -obligatory  assessment  for 
the  purpose  of  Bro.  Thomas  going  over  the  di- 
vision to  line  up  the  few  remaining  nons. 

Bro.  C.  C-  Smith  of  Owatonna  was  elected 
custodian. 

Bro.  Hodge,  assistant  local  chairman  of  the  C , 
St  P.  and  O.  Ry.,  made  a few  valuable  remarks 
and  suggestions. 


On  account  of  the  time  being  so  limited  since 
our  meeting,  my  assistants  have  been  unable  to 
items.  Div.  Cor. 


Madison  Division — 

Our  worthy  local  chairman,  Bro.  Schneider,  pur 
in  a few  days  viewing  the  sights  at  the  great  fair 
last  month.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Larson. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Williamson  has  resumed  his  duties 
at  Sullivan  after  a few  weeks  vacation,  doing  the 
fair  and  visiting  the  folks  at  home. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Boehm  has  returned  from  Chadron, 
Neb.,  where  he  acted  as  relief  dispatcher  for  a 
month,  and  has  resumed  the  troubles  at  Oregon. 

Bro.  Leslie  Brown  relieved  Bro.  W.  A.  West- 
phal  at  Mendota  for  a few  weeks,  while  “Billy” 
enjoyed  an  extended  vacation. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Burt,  after  a several  months’  lay- 
off, has  again  taken  charge  of  company  affairs  at 
Brooklyn. 

D.  R.  Roach  relieved  Bro.  Bennett  at  Monona 
yard  transfer  for  a few  days. 

Can’t  some  of  you  Brothers  dig  up  a few  items 
of  interest  to  help  out  our  correspondence  column? 
Wc  are  pretty  shy  this  month.  Cert.  376. 


C.,  St.  P.,  M.  & O.  Ry. 

Xebraska  Division — 

I received  a letter  from  a Brother  recently,  who 
was  a former  employe  of  this  road,  and  he 
writes  concerning  an  agent  now  working  on  this 
division,  as  follows:  “When  I came  through — 

on  my  way  back  here  to  work,  I had  a talk  with 
the  agent  there  (mentioning  his  name),  and  he 
says  that  whenever  he  thinks  the  O.  R.  T.  can  do 
him  any  good  he  will  join  it.  He  is  in  love 
greatly  with  his  position,  and  one  would  think 
to  hear  him  talk,  that  the  superintendent,  and 
D.  F.  A.,  thought  he  was  the  best  man  the  com- 
pany had,  and  that  he  would  stand  a better  show 
of  getting  overtime  by  not  belonging  to  the 
Order.” 

Brothers,  what  do  you  think  of  this  kind  of 
a man?  You  all  know  him,  and  one  would  think, 
yes,  we  have  a right  to  believe,  that  better  things 
should  come  from  him.  The  station  where  he  is 
was  raised  $10  in  salary  about  the  time  we  se- 
cured our  schedule,  and  pays  more  than  other  sta- 
tions of  a similar  situation.  I would  like  to  ask 
him  how  he  figures  a better  show'  of  getting  over- 
time by  not  belonging  to  the  Order?  Perhaps  he 
means  that  he  saves  the  amount  that  it  would 
cost  him  to  join.  Certainly  any  sane  man  can  see 
that  it  was  the  O.  R.  T.  in  the  first  place  that 
made  it  possible  for  him  or  any  other  non  to  get 
overtime.  Does  he  imagine  for  a minute  that 
he  is  such  a favorite  with  the  superintendent,  or 
that  his  services  at  this  point  arc  so  valuable,  that 
said  superintendent  would  voluntarily  donate  him 
said  overtime?  Vain  man,  if  such  are  his 

thoughts.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  persistent 
and  combined  efforts  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  backed  by 
the  membership  of  every  road  in  the  country,  we 
would  not  now  be  getting  this  overtime,  nor 
w’ould  we  be  erfjoying  the  privileges,  such  as  better 
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and  shorter  hours,  cutting  down  of  Sunday  work, 
and  so  forth.  Every  little  helps,  Brothers,  and  if 
we  gain  a little  every  year,  we  are  steadily  pro- 
gressing. I,  for  one,  can  not  see  how  a man  of 
average  intelligence  can  say  boldly  that  the  O.  R. 
T.  has  never  done  him  any  good.  If  he  is  work- 
ing at  telegraphy  it  certainly  has  done  him  a 
great  deal  of  good.  We  have  a few  nons  on  this 
division  who  are  working  under  conditions  similar 
to  this,  drawing  an  increased  salary,  which  was 
secured  for  them  by  the  Order,  but  they  do 
not  give  their  support  and  financial  aid  to  us.  It 
takes  nerve  to  do  that  kind  of  business,  but  they 
are  usually  a nervy  set. 

Bro.  Frank  Campion,  at  Oakland,  was  relieved 
on  account  of  making  a mistake,  which  we  are  all 
liable  to  make  at  any  time.  We  are  sorry  to  see 
Frank  go,  but  he  has  a good  position  with  the 
C.  and  N.  W.f  near  Omaha,  secured  for  him 
through  the  kindness  of  our  C.  T.  D.,  Mr.  For- 
dyce.  Success  to  you,  Frank. 

Many  of  our  agents  and  some  of  the  trainmen 
have  registered  for  some  of  the  Rosebud  land. 
About  one  to  forty  or  fifty  is  the  prospective 
chances  of  their  drawing  a claim. 

In  a letter  of  correspondence  some  time  ago  I 
referred  to  an  agent  on  the  line  as  “Mr.  Rank 
Non,”  and  incidentally  mentioned  the  experience 
of  another  good  Brother  who  relieved  him,  in 
getting  the  overtime  ue  had  failed  to  turn  in.  I 
have  since  heard  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  R.  Non 
became  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  overtime  was 
allowed  this  Brother  at  his  station,  he  immedi- 
ately and  forthwith  did  make  very  strenuous 
efforts  to  secure  the  same  for  himself.  He  even 
pursued  so  far  that  our  superintendent,  in  a sud- 
den fit  of  kindness,  informed  him  very  emphati- 
cally, *‘I  wish  you  to  understand  once  and  for  all. 
that  I am  dealing  with  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  with 
members  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  not  with  you  per- 
sonally.” (Exit  Mr.  R.  Non.)  I wish  the  Broth- 
ers who  were  asked  to  aid  me  in  furnishing  notes 
for  The  Journal  each  month,  would  kindly  send 
me  whatever  they  can  from  time  to  time.  By  co- 
operation we  will  be  able  to  get  up  a respectab’e 
letter  each  month,  and  we  certainly  ought  to  be 
represented  in  so  worthy  a periodical.  Send  me 
the  notes,  boys.  Div.  Cor. 


Wisconsin  Division — 

A basket  picnic  was  held  at  Merrillan  the  17th. 
between  the  time  of  trains  Nos.  4 and  1,  and  was 
quite  a success,  considering  that  this  was  the  first 
attempt  at  anything  of  the  kind,  and  that  th.- 
mercury  was  trying  its  best  to  break  the  glass 
in  the  thermometer. 

There  was  an  eating  contest  between  Bros. 
Wickcnberg  and  O’Connor,  which  resulted  in  a 
chewing  match,  and  was  decided  a draw,  after 
they  had  eaten  everything  in  sight. 

Bro.  Knott  then  introduced  some  physical  ex- 
ertions to  assist  in  settling  our  dinners.  The 
assemblage  was  broken  up  about  5 p.  m.  by  an 
approaching  storm,  and  everyone  hiked  for 
shelter. 

There  were  about  forty  present,  and  all  report 
a good  time. 


Mr.  Seeley,  our  chief  dispatcher,  kindly  ar- 
ranged for  Nos.  1 and  2 to  stop  for  the  benefit 
.of  returning  picnickers,  and  was  very  accommodat- 
ing in  several  other  instances,  which  we  will  not 
soon  forget. 

Bro.  Girling  of  East  St.  Faul  is  at  present 
laying  off  on  a visit  in  Chicago,  and  is  being  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  G.  J.  Adams. 

Bro.  Richards,  agent  East  Seventh  street,  who 
has  been  taking  a vacation,  has  returned,  and  Bro. 
Bradley,  who  was  relieving  him  on  the  day  shift, 
has  gone  back  on  nights. 

Bro.  Cannon,  agent  Elkmound,  was  off  for  a 
few  days  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Bauman. 

Bro.  Biggar  of  Merrillan,  nights,  is  taking  an 
extended  trip  through  the  west.  Mr.  Bone  of 
“A”  office  does  the  trick  in  his  absence. 

Bros.  Duffenbach  and  Sample  have  just  re- 
turned from  the  Rosebud  reservation,  where  they 
registered  for  the  land  drawing. 

Bro.  H.  L.  Tinker  of  Rice  Lake  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  agency  at  Bibon.  Mr.  F.  J.  Pelzel 
relieves  him. 

Bro.  Bayerl  of  Bloomer  is  at  present  off  on  a 
three  weeks’  vacation,  and  is  being  relieved  by 
Bro.  G.  T.  Collins.  Div.  Cor. 


M.  and  I Division — 

Bro.  Nesbit,  from  Wisconsin  Division,  is  re- 
lieving at  Heron  Lake  nights. 

Bro.  Click  is  working  at  Madelia  nights. 

Bro.  Raines  of  Sheldon  has  gone  to  Bonesteel 
to  pick  out  his  quarter.  He  is  relieved  by  Bro. 
W.  A.  Wilson  from  Sibley,  who  is  relieved  by 
D.  J.  Vance  of  Winnebago. 

Bro.  Hay  of  Montrose  is  taking  a month’s  vaca- 
tion. Relieved  by  W.  C.  Brant  of  Pipestone. 

Bro.  F.  J.  Winkler  is  back  at  Bingham  lakes 
nights,  again. 

Bro.  Cosgrove,  who  has  been  relieving  the  agent 
at  Ashton,  is  hack  at  his  old  job  at  Grogan. 

Bro.  D.  O.  Tenny  of  Mt’n  Lake  went  to  Yank 
ton  to  register  on  a piece  of  South  Dakota  lottery 
land.  He  picked  out  a town  sight. 

Not  only  Bro.  Tenny,  but  about  two-thirds  of 
the  telegraphers  and  agents  on  this  Division  went 
to  Yankton  or  Bonesteel  to  register  on  a piece 
of  land. 

Bro.  Glick,  at  Madelia  night,  found  the  heat 
too  much  for  him  one  night  and  fell  out  of  his 
chair  in  a faint.  When  he  came  to  he  found  the 
doctor  working  over  him,  and  began  to  wonder 
where  he  was  at. 

Don’t  forget  your  dues  for  the  M.  and  I.  Di- 
vision, expenses  are  due  and  should  be  promptly 
paid.  Fifty  cents  per  quarter.  Remit  to  your  sub- 
I)iv.  Cor.,  or  to  the  custodian. 

After  finishing  at  Heron  Lake,  Bro.  Nesbit 
relieved  day  man  at  uingham  Lake  for  a few 
days. 

Bro.  Glick  of  Madelia  has  met  his  match,  and 
we  can  no  longer  use  him  to  fill  in  the  news  items, 
as  he  will  now  have  to  settle  down  to  a benedicts 
life.  He  was  way-laid  by  Miss  Finlay  of  k^deba, 
and  had  to  surrender.  Congratulations,  otVBnan, 
you  have  hit  the  right  track  but  you  can’t  have 
the  right-of-way  any  more. 
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Bro.  Rorer  of  Merriara  has  resigned  to  go  with 
the  W.  U.  at  Mankota. 

Bro.  Shoop,  formerly  of  the  M.  and  I.  Division, 
is  now  with  Edwards,  Wood  & Co.,  at  Worthing- 
ton. 

Mr.  Watsons  is  relieving  Bro.  Ayer  of  Mag- 
nolia. 

Bro.  Hartwick  is  off  for  a thirty-day  vacation, 
relieved  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Tillman  of  Carnes,  whose 
application  is  in. 

Bro.  Reynolds  of  Mankato  is  also  enjoying  a 
vacation. 

Bro.  Costello  of  Lake  Crystal  is  off  for  a ninety 
day  leave  of  absence,  relieved  by  Bro.  Nesbit. 

Bro.  Mertz,  formerly  of  “Cs.”  is  now  at  the  St. 
Paul  shops. 

If  we  have  overlooked  any  of  the  boys,  who 
are  changing  around,  or  who  have  been  enjoying 
a vacation,  it  is  your  own  fault,  as  you  should 
notify  your  Div.  Cor.,  so  he  can  send  in  the 
news. 

We  haven’t  heard  anything  more  from  the  east 
end  ball  team  for  another  game.  Evidently  they 
know  when  they  are  beaten.  We  west  end  pro- 
fessional men  have  no  such  feeling. 

Before  this  is  read  by  the  M.  and  I.  boys  they 
will  probably  have  attended  a large  joint  meeting 
of  all  the  roads  running  into  Majikato.  We  will 
give  a report  of  it  next  month. 

Don’t  forget  to  send  in  your  dues  and  any  items 
of  interest.  Div.  Cor. 


Burlington  Route. 

Alliance  Division — 

I regret  to  say  that  not  a word  has  as  yet  ap- 
peared in  The  Journal  from  me,  but  I hope  in 
the  future  to  give  a monthly  summary,  so  that  all 
will  know  that  we  are  still  alive  and  are  prosper- 
ous. A great  many  think  we  are  moving  too 
slowly;  we  should  be  more  rapid  in  forcing  our 
demands.  It  takes  time  to  bring  about  great 
things,  and  we  must  keep  thoroughly  organized, 
keep  the  per  cent  of  nons  down  as  near  zero  as 
possible,  and  all  must  make  it  their  business  to 
look  after  the  nons,  so  that  when  we  make  an- 
other demand  we  will  have  a solid  foundation  to 
rely  on  for  support.  If  we  are  going  to  let  our 
dues  run  down  and  do  not  keep  an  up-to-date  card, 
and  say,  “Well,  I have  thrown  away  enough  and 
have  not  received  any  benefit  from  the  Order,  an  1 
there  seems  to  be  no  move  towards  a $75  mini- 
mum, so  I guess  I will  drop  out,”  after  a while 
our  ranks  will  be  so  weakened  that  we  can  not 
present  a solid  front. 

Brothers,  we  are  out  of  the  rut,  let  us  stay  out 
We  must  stand  up  for  our  rights.  Let  no  one 
mislead  us,  if  we  do,  we  certainly  and  most  as- 
suredly must  suffer  the  painful  consequences.  We 
can  win,  as  nearly  all  of  our  Brothers  have,  hut 
they  did  not  win  by  being  faint-hearted. 

The  nons  on  this  Division  are  few,  but  we 
would  be  pleased  to  see  fewer,  and  I believe  w ' 
will.  I would  ask  each  Brother  to  take  hold  and 
do  his  mite  towards  getting  the  nons  lined  up; 
do  not  wait  for  the  local  chairman  to  tell  you  to 
go  after  them.  If  all  will  do  their  part  wc  will 


be  amazed  at  ourselves  in  a short  time.  We  ex- 
pect to  better  ourselves  in  the  future,  but  we 
can  not  do  it  without  your  assistance;  we  need  it, 
and  must  have  it  to  win  out. 

I understand  a few  of  our  Brothers  enjoyed 
themselves  with  Bro.  Armstrong,  July  4th.  All 
report  a very  pleasant  time.  Mike  has  been 
absent  since  the  Fourth,  and  it  looks  as  though  he 
was  looking  for  a helper. 

Now,  a word  with  reference  to  the  $75  mini- 
mum. Brothers,  to  make  a long  story  short,  I 
would  say  I can  not  entertain  the  proposition,  n.t 
that  I do  not  think  we  deserve  it,  for  we  do.  It 
is  impracticable  under  present  circumstances,  and 
we  can  not  pay  to  get  it,  as  no  company  would 
ever  agree  to  any  such  proposition.  Under  the 
minimum  an  agent  at  a station  doing  a $20,000 
freight  business  per  year  would  get  the  same  as 
a man  doing  a $10,000  business.  I have  a thought 
to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  Brothers 
with  reference  to  the  salary  question.  It  is  this; 
We  will  take,  for  instance,  a station  paying  a 
regular  salary  of  $50  per  month,  and  an  average 
express  commission  of  $10  per  month.  This  wo  ild 
make  $62  per  month.  Now,  if  we  could  get  an 
increase  of  20  per  cent  it  would  make  the  salary 
$74.40.  At  another  office  the  average  express 
salary  is  $7.50  per  month,  or  a total  of  $57.50. 
The  raise  would  be  $69.  I believe  this  would  be 
fair.  We  could  not  expect  a $75  minimum  at 
all  stations,  and  we  never  will  get  it.  Let 
us  all  labor  for  a per  cent  increase,  a 
per  cent  based  on  the  amount  of  business  done. 
This  is  more  in  accord,  in  my  estimation,  with 
good,  sound  business  logic.  “6349.” 


Missouri  Lines — 


Carl  Ghy,  a member  of  the  Order  of  Railway 
Telegraphers,  died  in  the  city  of  Memphis,  Mo., 
and  was  buried  amid  banks  of  beautiful  flow- 
ers, contributed  by  friends  and  relatives. 
Bro.  Guy  was  a young  man  of  sterling  qualities; 
honest  and  upright,  thoroughly  reliable  and  con- 
sistent; a dutiful  son,  loving  brother  and  firm 
friend,  one  in  whom  we  all  had  confidence,  and  his 
passing  leaves  a void  that  will  long  be  felt  in  the 
church,  social  and  fraternal  societies  of  this 
city. 

The  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers  of  this  di- 
vision contributed  a beautiful  floral  piece,  a pil- 
low made  of  solid  white  carnations  trimmed  with 
green  edges,  across  which  the  magic  letters  “O.  R. 
T.”  had  been  worked  in  lichen  moss.  It  was  a 
most  imposing  piece,  modest,  beautiful,  and  ap- 
propriate; a lovely  token  of  remembrance  to  a 
modest  and  pure  life.  No  single  piece,  of  the 
many  floral  tributes,  was  more  keenly  appreciated 
by  the  family  than  ours,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy 
extend  their  approval  thereof. 

It  is  a great  privilege  that  the  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers  have,  to  extend  to  the  house  of 
mourning  the  sympathy  of  so  large  an  Order;  to 
help  the  distressed;  to  smooth  the  pathway  to  the 
grave  and  encourage  the  dependent  relatives,  not 
only  by  words  of  cheer,  but  by  the  beneficial 
branch  of  the  Order,  that  hands  to  the  bereaved 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1112 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


wife,  mother  or  sister,  the  insurance  money 
due. 

Brethren,  it  is  these  things  of  the  material  kind 
that  make  good  for  time  and  for  eternity.  You 
have  larger  duties  to  perform  than  the  mere  pay- 
ment of  dues.  Visit  the  sick;  watch  at  the  bed- 
side: try  and  assuage  the  grief  that  comes  to  all. 
and  exemplify  in  your  own  life  the  benefit  of  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  that  means  so 
much  to  you  and  to  posterity. 

Cert.  2936. 


Southern  Division — 

Partly  through  request,  and  in  order  to  show 
due  respect  to  certain  Brothers,  and  also  because 
of  iny  love  for  the  noble  Order  and  good  of  the 
cause,  are  the  reasons  for  me  popping  away  hard 
above  the  corn  stalks  again. 

Corn  is  getting  ripe  in  Nebraska;  so  is  Division 
No.  130,  boys. 

I hope  that  evry  known  Southern  Division  non, 
what  few  there  are,  can  see  a copy  of  this  and 
realize  just  what  the  universal  sentiment  is  and 
become  wise  to  the  fact  that  he  can  help  us  along 
in  the  struggle  by  giving  us  his  support. 

A wheel  with  even  one  spoke  cracked  is  not  as 
good  as  a solid  wheel,  and  you  can  certainly  see 
how  cracked  spokes  would  endanger  the  whole 
wheel.  Don’t  perform  the  cracked  spoke  duty  any 
longer.  You,  who  are  doing  so,  come  in  and 
help  us  move  things  in  the  name  of  the  noble 
Order  and  the  cause  of  justice. 

Do  you  think  you  are  just  to  your  fellow 
craftsmen,  wdio  are  loyal  and  win  the  raise  in  sal- 
ary and  overtime,  which  you  draw  monthly,  and 
still  refuse  to  come  with  us? 

Such  a principle  is  unjust  in  every  sense  of  the 
w’ord. 

There  are  two  agents  on  the  division  who  make 
from  twenty  to  forty  hours  overtime  per  month, 
and  sometimes  more.  From  $5  to  $10,  and  higher, 
added  to  each  member’s  check,  and  they  do  not 
contribute  one  cent  to  the  cause  which  made  the 
overtime  question  a surety  not  long  ago.  One  of 
these  agents  runs  a ham  factory,  and  the  other  a 
barber  shop  in  connection  with  their  station  work. 
If  we  can’t  mend  these  two  cracked  spokes,  lets 
try  for  two  good  new  ones. 

The  dues  and  initiation  fees  are  not  outrageous 
Look  what  you  get: 

A card  that’s  good.  Ask  some  member. 

A life  insurance  that  is  a useful  and  profitable 
investment. 

A monthly  magazine  that  carries  the  sentiment 
of  40,000  men  and  women. 

The  good-will  and  co-operation  of  your  fellow 
craftsmen,  the  trainmen  and  the  enginemcn,  and 
the  officials  know'  you  have  nerve  and  a man’s 
heart  for  just  and  loyal  deeds.  Don’t  be  timid, 
boys;  they  don’t  care  any  more  for  what  few 
nons  are  left.  Apci.  .. 


Sheridan  Division — 

Not  seeing  a write-up  from  this  division,  thought 
I w'ould  try  my  hand.  Am  pleased  to  find  the  per- 
centage of  Order  men  keeping  so  near  the  stand- 
ard. 


There  is  one  point  that  should  be  thoroughly 
aired  when  our  general  committee  meets  the  of- 
ficials. That  is  the  care  of  switch  lamps.  Thu 
duty  should  be  taken  from  the  telegrapher;  in 
fact,  it  never  should  have  fallen  to  his  lot  to  per- 
form that  work.  Every  telegrapher  on  the  whole 
system  should  file  his  protest  against  the  handling 
of  switch  lamps.  The  company  may  put  in  a 
claim  that  there  is  not  much  to  it,  since  they 
adopted  the  long-burning  switch  light.  My  experi- 
ence with  the  long-burning  light  is,  where  there 
are  three  or  four  lamps  to  attend  to,  some  one  of 
them  requires  attention  almost  daily.  I trust  this 
question  will  be  made  a strong  point  when  the 
time  comes  for  laying  the  matter  before  the  of 
ficials  of  the  road.  Cert.  690. 

C„  M.  A St.  P.  Ry. 

GENERAL  NOTICE. 

Having  recently  been  re-elected  by  your  gen 
eral  committee  to  fill  the  office  of  general  secretary 
and  treasurer,  for  the  unexpired  term,  I ask  your 
earnest  co-operation  that  we  may  still  keep  up  the 
individual  work  done  by  our  members  and  show 
to  the  Brothers  of  the  general  committee  that  we 
appreciate  the  good  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  past  two  years  in  their  schedule 
work.  You  no  doubt  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
in  order  to  perfect  thorough  organization  upon  a 
system  like  the  Milwaukee,  that  it  entails  consid 
crable  labor  and  time. 

An  individual  effort  should  be  made  by  each 
and  every  member  to  remit  their  semi-annual  due* 
of  $3.50  on  or  before  July  1st  and  January  1st 
in  each  year  to  the  secretary  of  system  division 
No.  23.  Mutual  benefit  dues  should  be  sent  di- 
rect to  our  Grand  Division  at  St  Louis. 

T have  a few  photographs  on  hand  of  our  first 
general  committee  that  I will  mail  to  any  member 
employed  upon  our  line  that  is  in  good  standing 
upon  application,  who  failed  to  receive  this  photo- 
graph after  our  first  schedule  negotiation. 

E.  A.  Bradley, 

G.  S.  and  T. 


Sorthern  Division — 


Our  worthy  division  correspondent  must  be 
under  a hypnotic  syell,  as  he  has  not  once  made 
his  appearance  since  his  appointment.  So  it*s  up 
to  some  one  else  to  make  a squeal  on  the  “old” 
line. 

Bro.  Herberg  has  just  returned  from  a three 
weeks’  honeymoon.  Congratulations. 

Bro.  A.  E.  Mueller  aid  relief  work  at  Mayville 
during  Bro.  Herbcrg’s  absence.  Good  place  for 
him  to  go,  as  he  has  some  attraction  there. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Miller  was  relieving  at  Knowles  a 
few  days  while  Bro.  Lentz  was  visiting  at  Chi- 


cago. 


Bro.  Thiel  of  Hartford  was  down  by  St.  Louis 
to  spend  part  of  his  vacation,  Bro.  J.  C.  Miller 
relieving. 

Bro.  Parker,  agent  Rush  Lake,  is  taking  a few 
days  off,  Bro.  A.  E.  Mueller  doing  the  business. 
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Bro.  Hoyt,  owl  Iron  Ridge,  is  playing  ball  with 
the  Iron  Ridge  Brewers.  Earl  plays  “schooner.” 

Brothers,  don’t  go  to  sleep,  but  keep  on  doing 
some  missionary  work  whenever  the  opportunity 
presents  itself.  We  must  have  energy  in  our 
ranks. 

I hope  that  next  time  some  other  Brother  will 
take  it  upon  himself  to  write  a few  items. 

Don’t  forget  to  smoke  on  Bro.  Herberg  when 
he  shows  up.  Cor. 

Kansas  City  Division — 

Sunday,  July  19,  1904,  will  be  remembered  by 
many  of  the  O.  R.  T.  Brothers  on  the  middle  and 
west  division  as  the  date  of  their  first  attendance 
at  an  O.  R.  T.  meeting.  As  the  Brothers  on  this 
division  either  belong  to  Kansas  Division  No.  100 
or  Cedar  Rapids  Division  No.  115,  and  owing  to 
the  location  of  the  two  lodges  have  found  it  ra.her 
inconvenient  to  attend,  consequently  our  worthy 
local  chairman,  J.  P.  Doherty,  arranged  for  a 
meeting  at  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  this  being  a central 
point  for  middle  and  west  division  Brothers,  and 
asked  Supt  E.  Laas  and  Chief  Dispatcher  H.  W. 
Druen  to  arrange  for  as  many  to  attend  as  pos- 
sible, which  they  willingly  consented  to  do,  notify- 
ing us  all  by  wire  of  the  meeting.  Chairman 
Doherty  and  Brother  Fluck,  from  the  Marion  line, 
came  down  on  the  Southwest  Limited  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  Brothers  from  middle  and  west  di 
visions  came  in  on  Nos.  3 and  8 at  3 p.  m.  Wc 
met  at  the  Henrietta  hotel,  where  Bro.  Withers 
had  previously  arranged  for  a room.  When  wc 
were  all  in  we  numbered  twenty-three  Mil- 
waukee brothers,  and  one  Hannibal  and  St. 
Joe  brother.  To  say  we  were  surprised 
at  the  number  present  does  not  express  it.  In 
days  gone  by  (that  we  would  like  t-o  forget  but 
can’t)  it  was  like  begging  for  a piece  of  bread 
to  get  off  Sundays  long  enough  to  go  to  church. 
The  meeting  was  a hummer  from  start  to  finish. 
Bro.  Doherty  made  us  all  feel  at  home  by  say  ng, 
"Let  us  talk.”  And  we  did.  It  was  a regular 
old-fashioned  Methodist  class  meeting,'  with  Bro. 
Doherty  as  class  leader.  Our  new  schedule  was 
discussed,  Bro.  Doherty  explaining  points  that 
some  of  the  Brothers  did  not  clearly  understand, 
and  gave  us  an  outline  of  the  work  done  by  the 
general  committee  in  Chicago  last  spring,  which 
was  very  instructive  and  interesting  to  all..  Many 
questions  of  interest  were  taken  up  and 
freely  discussed. 

It  was  the  unanimous  decision  that  the  officers 
on  the  Kansas  City  Division  were  giving  us  a fair 
deal  on  the  schedule,  and  that  we  must  come  up 
with  our  end  of  the  string.  So  interested  were  we 
that  wc  did  not  realize  how  the  time  was  passing 
until  it  was  6 p.  m.,  causing  some  of  the  Bro’.hers 
to  miss  a north-bound  extra,  necessitating  their 
waiting  until  the  wee  small  hours  to  get  home,  but 
all  felt  better  for  the  outing  and  a chance  to  get 
acquainted.  Now,  as  we  are  a system  divis  on 
and  will  soon  be  transferred  from  the  local  lo  dges, 
let  us  meet  at  some  convenient  place  once  a month 
and  make  it  profitable  for  the  company  to  allow 
as  many  as  possible  to  attend.  Don’t  do  as  one 


Brother  did,  get  off  to  attend  the  meeting  and 
then  go  to  see  your  girl. 

“Remember  the  Maine,”  and  the  nons  (only 
two  on  our  division).  Agent  Nicholas  at  Lawson, 
and  Hubbard  at  Braymer.  Cert.  120. 


E.  P.  & S.  W.  Ry. 

I am  reading  with  great  interest  the  enthusiast  c 
articles  in  every  number  of  our  Journal,  but  I 
fail  to  find  anything  from  this  pike.  I am  quite 
certain  that  if  wc  would  all  take  a hand  and 
work  to  get  organized  we  could  make  a showing 
of  at  least  75  per  cent  to  begin  with. 

A number  of  the  boys  hold  membership  in  the 
Grand  Division,  and  some  in  divisions  on  other 
roads,  and  I see  no  reason  why  we  could  not 
as  well  have  a division  of  our  own. 

It  is  very  true,  indeed,  our  little  road  pays 
and  treats  us  quite  well,  but  I tell  you,  Brothers, 
there  is  nothing  like  being  organized  just  the 
same.  I am  talking  from  experience,  as  I come 
from  an  organized  road.  Now  that  the  great 
move  is  on  for  a minimum  we  certainly  should  try 
to  get  a division  here  so  we  could  have  a voice  in 
the  matter. 

I sec  the  eastern  Brothers  are  mostly  in  favor 
of  a $75  minimum,  but  I fully  agree  with  those 
boys  who  write  from  the  western  country,  and 
who  feel  that  a $75  minimum  is  a little  too  scant 
for  this  part  of  the  country.  We  have  that  much 
and  more  on  most  the  western  roads  now,  and 
consequently  it  would  not  benefit  us  much.  We 
should  at  least  have  $3  a day,  consisting  of 
twelve  hours  on  these  deserts  here,  an  hour  for 
meals  and  Sundays  off  as  much  as  possible,  with 
full  pay.  This,  of  course,  to  be  the  minimum.  I 
will  not  take  up  any  more  space  for  this  time,  but 
I do  hope  that  some  of  the  Brothers  on  the  E.  P. 
and  S W.  will  help  to  get  organized.  Now  that  I 
have  started  the  ball  rolling,  give  us  a helping 
hand,  boys.  You  can  figure  on  me.  I will  cer- 
tainly do  my  part.  Cert.  459. 


E.  P.  & N.  E.  Ry. 

Being  the  dull  season  of  the  year  business  is 
decidedly  inactive  on  this  system.  Many  offices 
have  been  closed,  and  but  few  trains  arc  running. 
Several  are  taking  their  vacation,  and  a numbei 
more  contemplate  visits  in  the  near  future.  Not 
much  can  be  said  to  our  members  in  regard  to  the 
nons — having  but  one  on  our  entire  system.  How 
a man  can  sit  day  after  day  and  month  after 
month  and  accept  benefits  which  the  Order  has 
secured  for  him  and  not  be  willing  to  reciprocate 
in  the  least  possible  manner,  is  beyond  the  writer's 
comprehension.  When  Brotherhood,  mutual  bene- 
fit, protection,  equality  and  friendship  can  be  pur- 
chased for  about  $10  per  year,  it  is  certainly  a 
cheap  investment  anJ  no  man  has  the  right  to 
let  it  pass,  more  especially  when  he  be  the  only 
man  so  doing  on  an  entire  system  of  railway.  It 
is  almost  unnecessary  to  state  that  there  are  no 
students  on  this  system,  and  we  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  how  many  divisions  can  say  as  well. 
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Bro.  Brink  of  Pintado  is  decidedly  missed.  A 
Mr.  Williams  continues  to  relieve  him. 

Bro.  Hoggatt,  the  regular  and  most  efficient  cor- 
respondent, has  gone  to  Mississippi  for  thirty  days 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  his  family. 

Bro.  Lynch,  local  chairman,  pro  tern,  became 
restless  at  Leoncito  and  inveigled  himself  into  the 
agency  at  Corona.  He  carries  so  much  boodle 
that  .he  intends  visiting  the  World’s  Fair. 

Bro.  Boose,  at  Corona  nights,  was  granted  a 
thirty  days  leave  of  absence  and  has  left  for  a 
combined  business  and  pleasure  trip  to  San 
Diego,  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco  and  other  Pa- 
cific coast  points.  During  his  absence  the  line- 
men are  putting  on  new  insulators  and  repairing 
the  line  generally. 

Gallina's  day  office  was  discontinued  on  the  22nd 
ult.,  but  reopened  on  the  26th. 

Our  indispensable  secretary  and  treasurer,  N. 
H.  Pease,  has  been  considerably  indisposed  for 
some  time  past,  and  last  month  w'as  unable  to  con- 
tinue his  work  as  agent  at  Oscura,  but  we  are 
glad  to  note  his  return  to  work.  During  his 
absence  the  agency  was  most  ably  taken  care  of 
by  Bro.  Fisher,  who  then  temporarily  accepted  the 
night  office  at  Llano,  which  station  was  also 
closed  on  the  22nd  ult.  and  reopened  on  the  26th. 
Bro.  Fisher  has  since  secured  a few  days  off  and 
gone  to  El  Paso. 

Three  Rivers  nights  having  been  closed,  Bro. 
Bennett  accepted  the  agency  at  Pastura.  Bro. 
Bennett  is  one  of  our  steadiest  men — regarding 
both  his  duties  toward  the  company  and  the  or- 
ganization. The  number  of  his  card  is  invariably 
small. 

The  third  man  in  Alamogordo  "A”  office  was 
taken  off  last  month,  and  in  consequence  popular 
Bro.  McGhee  accepted  the  day  office  in  El  Paso 
“D”  office,  relieving  Bro.  Fisher,  who  preferred 
a little  mountain  air  to  the  El  Paso  dust. 

Escondida  day  office  discontinued,  and  Bro. 
Avery  stands  about  first  out  on  the  extra  list. 

Jarilla  Junction  nights  closed,  and  Bro.  Cass 
has  left  the  service. 

At  the  Jarilla  Junction  agency  Bro.  Avery  is 
now  relieving  Bro.  Straw,  who  is  on  the  sick 
list  with  his  entire  family.  They  will  probably 
recuperate  at  Clomlcroft 

Our  most  valued  chief  train  dispatcher,  Bro. 
Murphy,  has  been  called  east  on  account  of  the 
death  of  a relative.  He  has  our  sympathy.  Dur- 
ing his  absence  Mr.  George  Maston  fills  the  bill 
most  acceptably  to  all  concerned. 

At  Tularosa,  Bro.  Cook,  our  local  chairman,  who 
recently  attended  a joint  conference  with  the  B. 
L.  E.  and  president  of  our  railway,  speaks  most 
highly  of  the  reception  accorded  him,  especially 
that  at  the  hands  of  Bro.  Newman,  first  vice- 
president.  Bro.  Cook  is  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  Bro.  Newman  is  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  and  displays  a natural  ability  in  re- 
gard to  the  handling  of  an  opponent  in  grievance 
matters.  He  also  accorded  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Cook  a 
most  cordial  reception  in  St.  Louis,  showing  them 
over  the  general  headquarters,  where  they  met 
Bros.  Perham,  Quick  and  other  members  of  the 
general  staff. 


Bro.  Ettie  has  accepted  the  day  office  at  Leon- 
cito. He  expects  to  fold  his  tent  about  the  15th 
inst.  We  regret  to  see  any  of  our  member* 
leave. 

A most  unusual  departure  was  made  last  month 
the  Capitan  conductors  suffered  a monthly  cut  of 
$20,  and  the  brakemen  $12. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  we  chronicle  the  death 
of  Bro.  G.  J.  Knopp,  which  occurred  in  the  New 
Commercial  hotel  at  El  Paso  on  the  22nd  of 
June.  He  was  a member  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
system  division,  and  formerly  day.  telegrapher  at 
Escondida. 

On  account  of  the  above-mentioned  reduction 
in  force  at  Alamogordo,  our  most  competent  gen- 
eral chairman,  R.  E.  Hanrahan,  has  tendered  his 
resignation  to  the  committee,  as  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly give  the  attention  he  desired  to  the  Order. 
Bro.  Hanrahan  has  acquitted  himself  in  a most 
able  manner  during  his  incumbency,  and  it  is 
with  extreme  regret  that  we  ballot  for  his  suc- 
cessor. 

Considerable  trouble  is  being  experienced  by  a 
number  in  regard  to  their  overtime  being  cut. 
No  doubt  this  is  through  a misinterpretation  of 
’ our  schedule,  but  it  is  nevertheless  a matter  of 
vital  importance,  and  we  trust  there  will  be  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  in  the  near  future. 

Div.  Coa. 


Bangor  & Aroostook  Ry. 

I sit  down  to  write  a few  items  about  Division 
83,  the  thought  coming  to  me  as  to  whether  an 
agent  or  telegrapher  has  any  moral  right  to  wear 
an  O.  R.  T.  button  without  first  becoming  quali- 
fied to  do  so,  by  joining  us. 

Of  course  he  has  no  legal  right  to  wear  one. 
I understand  this  is  being  done  in  a few  cases  on 
this  road,  and  I think  th^t  it  is  time  that  it  was 
discontinued. 


We  believe  the  boys  are  doing  this  to  show 
their  sympathy  with  our  cause,  but  I think  t*.at 
unless  they  join  the  Order,  and  lawfully  obtain 
the  right  to  wear  the  emblem,  it  shows  bad  prin- 
ciple and  they  put  themselves  under  the  suspicion 
of  trying  to  lead  people  to  believe  that  they  belong 
to  the  O.  R.  T.,  when  they  do  not.  I hope  they 
will  take  note  of  this,  and  either  join  us  or  take 
the  buttons  off. 

Also  hear  a few  complaints  because  meetings  are 
not  held,  and  business  rushed  ahead  in  a hot- 
headed manner.  Now,  I might  say  to  these  parties 
that  as  soon  as  the  time  is  ripe  to  do  so,  there 
will  very  likely  he  as  many  meetings  held  as  they 
can  conveniently  attend,  and  until  then  we  must 
have  patience,  each  one  try  and  do  his  part,  stand 
by  our  Older  and  its  principles,  and  everything 
is  bound  to  come  out  all  right  in  the  end. 

Bro.  Sherburne  has  been  presented  with  a 
bouncing  O.  R.  T.  girl.  We  extend  to  him  and 
Mrs.  Sherburne  our  heartiest  congratulations. 


Bro.  Dodge  arrived  safe  and  sound,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Dodge,  and  is  again  doing  busi- 
ness at  the  old  stand  at  “N.” 
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Bro.  Davenport,  owl  at  “SN,”  has  concluded  to 
five  up  railroading  in  preference  to  haying  for  a 
few  weeks. 

Bro.  Crawford  has  arrived  back  from  a visit 
to  his  home  in  N.  B.  He  reports  spending  a very 
enjoyable  time. 

Bro.  Stewart,  at  “MI,”  has  again  resumed  work 
after  a leave  of  absence  of  a few  days. 

Bro.  A.  L.  Grieve  spent  the  Fourth  of  July 
at  his  home  in  N.  B.  “G.”  we  hope  you  enjoyed 
the  trip. 

Bro.  Dyer  is  away  on  his  vacation.  He  is  re- 
lieved by  Mr.  Holden. 

Bro.  Lawrence,  agent  at  “SB,”  flew  the  coop 
for  a day  or  two  recently,  but  am  not  prepared 
to  say  just  how  far  he  succeeded  in  getting. 

Mr.  Sylvester,  days  at  “NO,”  was  recently  taken 
to  the  hospital  in  Bangor,  where  an  operation  was 
performed.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  he  is 
progressing  favorably,  and  soon  hope  to  hear  him 
back  at  the  old  stand.  His  place  was  filled  by  Mr. 
£.  Herrick,  while  Bro.  Snesong  holds  down  the 
owl  trick. 

Glad  to  again  hear  Bro.  Tinker  handing  out 
the  “31's.”  Do  not  hear  Bro.  Cutler  lately,  sur- 
mise that  he  has  gone  on  his  vacation.  Hope  you 
have  a good  time  Charles.  Cert.  90. 


Wabash  Ry. 

Fifth  District — 

As  the  excitement  of  the  newly  established 
block  system  has  passed,  and  we,  once  more,  have 
a chance  to  get  our  breath  and  take  a view  of  the 
ruins,  quite  a change  in  the  telegraph  department 
on  this  end  of  the  Banner  Route  is  noticeable. 
Many  new  and  unrecognized  “fists”  can  be  heard 
doing  the  “OS”  act,  and  repeating  ‘Vs,”  and 
there  are  quite  a few  of  the  new  arrivals  that  do 
not  carry  up-to-date  cards.  One  of  the  ex- 
members,  who  was  a member  about  twelve  years 
ago,  is  thinking  seriously  of  returning  to  the 
grand  old  Order.  The  goat  is  no  more  severe 
than  he  was  twelve  years  ago,  “A.,”  and  we  will 
all  extend  a welcome  hand  to  you  and  be  glad 
to  have  you  back  in  the  fold  again.  Another 
kind  we  are  compelled  to  work  with  (only  one  I 
am  glad  to  say),  is  a gentlemen  who  does  not 
believe  in  organizations,  and  always  has  his  office 
filled  with  students.  This  gentleman  is  a joint 
agent  and  receives  the  enormous  salary  of  $50  per 
month.  Don  t suppose  he  will  make  very  much  of 
a roar  when  our  committee  secures  him  an  in- 
crease, which  they  expect  to  do  in  the  near  future, 
as  well  as  for  the  rest  of  us.  I “13,”  they  are  in 
St.  Louis,  and  by  the  time  you  read  this  little 
fable  (a  true  one)  you  will  also  have  a report  of 
the  work  done  by  our  committee. 

Brothers,  now  that  we  are  up-to-date  in  the  rail- 
road world,  we  should  be  up-to-date  ourselves. 
We  have  plenty  of  material  to  work  on  now,  as 
there  are  quite  a bunch  of  nons  and  ex-members 
along  here,  and  we  should  make  every  honorable 
effort  to  secure  their  applications  and  get  them 
on  the  right  side  of  the  fence.  I have  had  the 
pleasure  of  sending  in  one  application,  and  have 
the  promise  of  another  in  a short  time.  We 


should  also  be  represented  in  The  Telegrapher 
each  month.  Most  of  us  have  plenty  time  to  write 
a small  article  to  our  journal  every  month,  and 
if  there  was  even  a very  small  article  in  each  issue 
it  would  have  a tendency  to  liven  the  boys  up, 
and  they  would  take  more  interest  in  the  work. 
It  is  rather  discouraging  to  read  our  journal 
every  month  and  see  nothing  from  the  division  on 
which  you  are  employed.  Nearly  all  of  the  other 
lines  have  their  “little  tale  of  woe”  in  each 
journal.  Why  not  have  a meeting  at  some 
point  and  discuss  the  situation  and  elect  a regular 
correspondent  and  mail  him  notes  each  month 
for  publication  in  The  Telegrapher. 

Will  now  cut  out  and  let  you  consider  the 
proposition,  and  will  patiently  await  for  some 
Brother,  more  gifted  with  hot  air  throwing  than 
myself,  to  second  the  motion  and  write  an  inter- 
esting letter  for  publication.  Cert.  1040. 


N.  Y.,  C.  & St.  L. 


First  District — 


The  meeting  at  Bellevue,  June  9,  had  a fair 
attendance,  and  was  the  starter  for  regular  meet- 
ings to  be  held  every  three  months  at  Ft.  Wayne 
and  Conneaut,  alternately.  Our  general  secretary 
and  treasurer  will  give  notice  to  this  effect. 

It  was  quite  noticeable,  at  the  Bellevue  meet- 
ing, that  the  boys,  who  have  been  kicking  so 
vigorously  for  regular  meetings,  failed  to  show  up, 
and  while  there  were  a few  Brothers  within  the 
vicinity  of  Bellevue  present,  stili  there  were  some 
absent  who  could  have  attended  as  easily,  at  least, 
as  the  boys  who  came  200  miles  or  more.  We 
can’t  all  be  off  duty  at  one  time,  out  it  is  rea- 
sonably expected  that  one-third  of  the  member- 
ship can 

We  might  lose  a little  sleep  and  all  that,  which 
w'ould  be  too  bad,  considering  the  fact  we  havn’t 
had  any  sleep  the  past  twenty  years  or  more.  I 
have  always  claimed  the  palm  for  the  finest  distri  t 
membership  as  being  “Johnnie’s  on  the  Spo  and 
on  the  strength  of  this  a car  was  chartered  to 
convey  the  loyal  brethren  to  the  Bellevue  meet, 
but  at  Conneaut  it  was  pulled  off,  as  there  see  ned 
to  be  room  in  the  regular  day  coach  to  accommo- 
date the  crowd.  A couple  of  stowaways  found  in 
the  car  coughed  up  the  fare  and  received  a repri- 
mand for  a receipt. 

Now,  Brothers,  let  as  many  as  possible  attend 
these  meetings.  We  can  arrange  it  in  some  way 
if  extra  men  are  not  plenty  enough.  The  day  man 
can  lose  some  rest  and  let  the  night  man  attend 
a meeting.  The  night  man  can  return  the  com- 
pliment by  helping  the  day  man  out  at  next  meet- 
ing. In  this  way  one-half  the  membership  would 
be  in  attendance  at  each  meeting. 

In  attending  these  meetings  it  would  be  well 
to  give  the  chief  dispatcher  notice  that  we  wish 
to  “double  up”  for  the  day,  or  get  relieved,  and 
get  his  permission  to  do  this  a few  days  in  ad- 
vance. 

Another  word  about  the  non  members.  We 
should  follow-  Bro.  Quick’s  suggestion  and  fur- 
nish his  office  with  names  of  all  telegraphers  in 
our  territory  who  are  not  members  of  the  Order. 
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1 presume  he  wants  them  to  come  to  St.  Louis, 
at  his  expense,  to  attend  the  fair. 

We  have  three  on  this  district,  and  I have 
promises  of  all  for  September,  at  the  least.  They 
are  all  worthy  of  membership,  and  will  keep  their 
promise.  I am  not  including  two  others,  who 
dropped  out  as  soon  as  a schedule  was  secured  and 
increases  of  $5  and  $9  granted  their  respective 
offices.  I wonder  if  they  decline  this  increase  at 
the  pay  car.  I will  ask  the  paymaster  if  I think 
of  it.  They  refuse  to  pay  dues  any  longer. 
Search  me.  I don't  know  what  to  call  their  dis- 
order. Mull. 

In  Memo  riant — 

Whereas,  The  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe 
has  seen  fit  to  remove  from  our  midst  our  beloved 
Brother,  W.  P.  Roderick,  and  while  we  humbly 
submit  to  his  omnipotent  will,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  his  untimely  death,  for  which 
we  deeply  mourn,  we  are  comforted  by  the  high 
examples  of  his  life,  the  good  qualities  of  which 
will  ever  be  with  us  as  a guiding  influence,  and 
attest  in  consolation  his  endearment  to  his  mourn- 
ing and  sorrowful  family,  who  have  lost  a loving 
and  dutiful  son,  and  the  Order  a loyal  Brother, 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Division  No.  18  of  the  Order 
of  Railway  Telegraphers  extended  to  the  bereaved 
family,  our  deepest  sympathy,  and  that  a copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the  family,  also 
placed  on  the  minutes  of  oyr  record  book,  and  a 
copy  sent  to  our  official  journal  for  publication. 

F.  R.  Terbrack, 

W.  J.  Jones, 

G.  E.  Brasington, 

Committee. 

W.  & L.  E.  Ry. 

loUdo  Division — 

All  members  of  Division  55  that  have  not  their 
new  cards  should  pay  their  dues  and  get  them  at 
once. 

The  night  office  at  Somcrdalc,  that  was  close  ! 
during  the  coal  strike,  was  opened  up  the  first  of 
the  month. 

The  office  at  Bowerston  is  now-  a night  office. 
Mr.  J.  M.  McLaughlin,  a non,  is  night  man. 

Bro.  Tope  of  Bowerston  days,  is  taking  a vaca- 
tion, being  relieved  by  Mr.  McLaughlin. 

Bro.  Shannon,  who  has  been  working  days  at 
Rexford  since  it  was  opened  last  time,  is  working 
nights  at  Adena. 

Bro.  Ferguson,  who  has  been  working  nights  at 
“Rf,”  is  day  man  there  now. 

Bro.  Robbins  who  has  been  working  nights  for 
the  last  three  months  at  Fremont,  is  now  working 
days  at  Adena. 

The  office  at  Jobes  was  opened  up  the  first  of 
the  month.  It  is  a ticket  and  freight  office.  Mr. 
Gctts  is  agent. 

brothers,  get  after  the  nons  on  this  division. 
There  is  no  reason  we  should  not  be  too  per  cent 
strong.  We  have  some  timber  to  work  on  and 
sh'iuld  not  stop  until  we  get  them  all.  Cert.  96. 


T.  & O.  C.  Ry. 

K . and  M Division — 

ft  seems  as  though  the  boys  on  this  division 
still  hang  back.  We  still  have  a few  nons.  Come 
on,  boys,  and  keep  the  grand  work  moving.  Help 
us  secure  a schedule  and  cut  out  this  12  and  18- 
hour  a day  work,  and  see  if  we  can  not  get  better 
pay  than  the  small  amount  of  $45  per  month.  The 
Brothers  on  this  division  surely  should  take 
enough  interest  in  the  Order  to  write  a few  lines 
for  the  journal.  If  you  can  write  any  for 
the  journal,  I know  you  have  time  to  write  earh 
non-  a nice  letter  and  tell  them  they  are  greatly 
in  our  way,  as  well  as  their  own.  If  we  leave 
them  alone  they  never  will  join  the  O.  R.  T.  The 
greatest  success  we  can  make  at  present  is  to  go 
after  them;  then,  when  we  get  them,  we  can 
think  about  doing  something. 

If,  through  the  O.  R.  T.,  we  should  get  a raise 
in  our  salary,  do  you  suppose  they  would  refuse 
this  raise?  Not  by  any  means.  Then  I think 
they  should  not  refuse  to  come  in  with  us.  Go 
after  them,  and  go  hard.  Don’t  wait  until  next 
pay  day,  or  until  you  see  them,  but  write  them 
a personal  letter.  I think  the  non  question  is  the 
most  important  on  this  division.  Still  we  are  on 
rhe  road  to  victory;  have  a nice  start,  and  do 
hope  these  few  lines  will  help  us  in  some  way  to 
gain  that  victory.  Trix. 


P.,  F.  W.  & C.  Ry. 

C.  and  P.  Division — 


Being  appointed  local  chairman,  I feel  it  my 
duty  to  say  a w-ord  to  the  wise  and  unwise  als  >. 
As  you  all  know  our  chief  dispatcher,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Moore,  has  taken  a stand  against  the  good  old 
O.  R.  T.,  let  us  also  take  a stand  for  ourselves, 
and  all  join  the  forces  of  the  O.  R.  T.  and  wor.- 
for  a betterment  of  our  condition. 

I was  suspended  indefinitely.  Now,  boys,  don’t 
let  a little  thing  like  that  scare  you,  for  I worked 
for  the  C and  P.  for  six  long  years  at  the  salary 
of  $45  per  month.  But  as  soon  as  I got  away 
from  them  1 made  a raise  in  my  salary  to  $65, 
and  am  not  doing  near  rhe  same  amount  of  work. 

I do  not  advise  you  to  quit.  but  or- 
ganize and  be  ready,  and  in  the  very  near  future 
rhe  C.  and  P.  and  all  other  roads  will  be  or- 
ganized and  get  a schedule,  and  we  will  soon  get 
that  long  cherished  $75  minimum.  The  nons  will 
say,  Well,  when  you  show  me,  I wil^join.  That  is 
hard  on  us  I am  sure,  for  any  educated  man  t«.* 
say,  when  it  all  depends  on  himself.  Now,  boys 
of  ihe  C and  1\,  I know  how  you  are.  and  what 
kind  of  official  you  have  to  deal  with,  but  use 
your  best  efforts  to  get  all  in  line;  then  you  can 
expect  something.  Do  not  wait  for  our  organizer 
to  come,  but  get  some  blanks  and  organize  your 
self,  and  do  not  be  afraid  to  wear  the  emblem  of 
the  Order  on  your  coat.  Don’t  put  it  some  p ace 
where  no  one  can  sec  it.  It  is  an  honor  to  wear 
it.  If  they  fire  you  for  that,  you  get  it  for  a go  d 
cause.  I am  sorry  to  see  so  many  good  Brothers 
leaving  the  C.  and  P..  but  any  telegrapher  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1117 


chief  picks  up  has  an  up-to-date  card  in  his 
pocket 

I have  put  in  six  years  among  you,  and  say 
again,  organize,  use  individual  effort  and  see  if 
by  the  first  of  the  year  you  can  not  say,  “We 
are  solid  O.  R.  T.  Let  us  have  a schedule  or 
bust”  F.  J.  R. 

Eastern  Division — 

Not  being  able  to  find  anything  from  the  East- 
ern Division  in  last  issues  of  our  worthy  journal, 
will  try  and  contribute  a few  lines  to  it  this 
month. 

We  have  plenty  of  non-members  on  this  line, 
and  I think  that  we  can  surely  land  a fair  percent- 
age of  them  with  only  a little  work  and  persua- 
sion. While  also  there  are  a few  of  them  that 
could  not  be  pulled  in  with  a rope  around  their 
neck.  It  seems  strange  to  me  how  a man  can  face 
another  and  say  that  they  are  making  as  much 
as  they  care  to,  and  are  satisfied  with  their  pres- 
ent condition.  They  are  detrimental  to  their 
profession,  as  well  as  to  the  community. 

I understand  that  we  arc  to  get  the  four  tracks 
from  “W.  U.”  to  Alliance  very  soon.  Hurry  the 
good  thing  along. 

“KY“  tower  is  still  in  the  shanty,  but  will  be 
transferred  to  the  new  tower  in  about  three 
weeks. 

Bro.  \V.  V.  Donbar  is  working  at,  “CO”  nights, 
while  Bro.  Fifiel  is  fi».ing  his  place  at  “NW\” 

Bro  Steves  was  transferred  from  “KY“  to 
“GP”  nights.  How  do  you  like  it,  “Red?” 

Bro.  Hcnnessy  is  enjoying  a vacation,  while  Mr. 
D.  Thompson  is  filling  his  place  at  “KY.’’  Bro. 
B.  N.  Schaeffer  is  also  working  nights  at  this 
place,  and  looks  as  if  he  had  come  out  of  a coal 
mine  when  he  goes  off  in  a.  m. 

Mr.  Crawford,  a non,  is  at  present  working  at 
“NV”  nights. 

Bro.  F.  Pelly  is  working  nights  at  “CT’’  while 
Bro.  C.  Green  is  off  on  a vacation.  Understand 
“CG”  is  trying  to  learn  how  to  farm,  as  he  has 
been  seen  in  the  hay  field  a couple  of  times  of 
late. 

Bro.  Spencer  was  transferred  to  “RA“  for  a 
short  time.  Mr.  T.  Leydan  is  filling  his  place 
at  “BO”  at  present. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Miller  is  again  in  “DI,”  and  we 
hope  Red  will  stay  there,  as  he  is  a good  man  and 
has  won  his  promotion  through  his  own  abil  ty. 

Bro.  Chapman  is  working  nights  at  “AL,“  and 
keeps  the  wires  humming. 

“UN”  office  closed.  Bro.  Lutzinger  was  trans- 
ferred to  “MN.”  Cert.  8487. 


B.  & L.  E.  Ry. 

The  stovepipe  committee  that  prophesied  the 
Bessemer  would  do  no  business  this  season,  have 
another  guess  coming.  June  26th  (about  two 
months  later  than  usual),  the  assisting  engines 
were  put  on  and  there  has  been  no  rest  since.  The 
excursion  business  has  been  rather  slack,  owing  to 
the  backward  season,  and  perhaps  partly  to  the 
depression  of  business,  which  usually  accompanies 


presidential  campaigns.  Change  among  telegraphers 
have  been  too  numerous  to  attempt  a mention 
of  all.  Owing  to  heavy  traffic  and  the  necessity 
of  strict  attention  to  our  duty,  our  general  com- 
mittee has  deemed  it  advisable  and  notified  all 
members  that  our  meetings  are  discontinued  until 
October,  unless  occasion  arises  demanding  immedi- 
ate attention,  when  all  will  be  notified. 

Bro.  Jcnney  of  Queen  Junction  is  off  nursing 
a finger  on  his  salary  hand,  which  was  nearly 
severed  by  breaking  a battery  jar. 

Bro.  Edwards,  at  State  Line,  burned  one  of  his 
hands  quite  badly  July  4th  with  a sky  rocket. 
He  is  also  laid  up  for  repairs. 

Bro.  Latimer  of  West  Springfield  lost  his  two- 
weeks  old  baby  July  4th. 

Sweigard  of  Mercer  Junction  spent  a day  at 
Conneaut  lake  fishing  recently.  What  he  caught 
no  one  knows. 

Pearson,  at  Houston  Junction,  was  held  up  not 
long  since  by  a couple  of  colored  men,  about  1 
o’clock  a.  m.  One  of  them  shoved  a 38  up  to  his 
face,  and  Pearson  did  the  rest.  After  all,  it 
proved  to  be  two  of  his  friends  and  a little  burnt 
cork  that  did  the  work. 

Caldwell  and  Peck,  at  North  Albion,  have  both 
been  off  sick.  Nothing  serious. 

I understand  North  Albion  tower  is  to  be 
closed  and  an  electric  block  will  be  operated  from 
the  passenger  station. 

Barber  of  West  Springfield  expects  soon  to 
move  into  his  new  house  near  the  station,  where 
he  already  has  a young  farm  started. 

Latimer  has  purchased  a tract  of  land  and  is 
going  to  give  some  attention  to  farming  also. 

Uisley  and  family  of  Conneaut  Harbor  were  at 
Conneautville  July  21st  attending  a family  re- 
union on  his  wife’s  side  of  the  house. 

Lyndora  ha^  been  made  a block  office,  and  Allen 
finds  himself  out  of  a snap.  Robbers  broke  into 
office  recently  and 'stole  a few  small  articles,  in- 
cluding the  clock. 

McDowell,  at  Calvin,  is  off  a few  weeks,  and 
with  his  family  arc  spending  the  vacation  at  his 
old  home. 

McClung  was  calling  on  Pittsburg  Junction  tele- 
graphers recently,  and  said  he  would  go  back  to 
work  again  soon. 

Ilorman,  at  Butler  Transfer  nights,  is  off  with 
rheumatism. 

Carney,  at  Pittsburg  Junction,  we  hear,  will 
soon  be  wearing  the  button. 

Rumfclt  anil  Wade  arc  two  new  men  at  O’Dell. 
The  former  is  a member  of  Division  23.  Don’t 
know'  about  Wade,  but  hope  he  is  with  us. 

Reisinger  and  family  of  Rutlcr  have  been  visit 
ing  relatives  at  Coraopolis,  and  were  later  called 
to  Wcodfield,  Ohio,  on  account  of  the  death  of 
M rs.  Rcisingcr’s  mother,  Mrs.  Reisinger  remain- 
ing with  the  afllicled  ones  for  a few  days. 

Reisinger  and  Tenney  had  planned  an  outing  at 
Exposition  park,  but  the  death  of  Reisinger’s 
mother-in-law  prevented. 

Brown,  the  south  end  lineman,  seems  to  be  very 
popular  among  the  boys.  He  says  No.  4 wire  is 


to  be  cut  at  “J,”  and  Woods  and 
put  on.  The  boys  are  hopeful  of  it. 
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fellows  give  Brownie  the  papers  and  necessary  in- 
formation. 

No  Brother  on  the  road  is  so  seldom  seen  or 
heard  from  as  Grove  at  Conneaut  Junction.  Never- 
theless, he  is  good  goods  and  a busy  man  these 
days.  It’s  shameful  the  way  some  of  the  hams 
recently  put  to  work  here  are  butchering  the 
Morse  alphabet.  The  company  may  consider  them- 
selves fortunate  if  they  confine  their  butchers  to 
the  alphabet. 

How  do  you  like  the  new  form  “A”  and  “B?” 
Warm  stuff,  especially  the  “B,”  for  night  men, 
where  you  hold  for  pushers.  Will  see  you  later. 

Cone. 


Frisco  System. 

Western  Division — 

The  local  chairman  passed  over  Western  Divis- 
ion, en  route  to  Springfield,  where  the  committee 
was  in  session  during  the  first  of  the  month,  and 
dropped  off  at  several  of  the  stations  and  found 
all  the  boys  rushed,  but  in  good  spirits.  At  Os 
wego  I found  Bros.  \Vykoff,  Whiisett,  Walters 
and  Vaughn  busy  with  high  water  tales,  water 
having  been  over  track  there  for  most  one  week, 
leaving  road-bed  in  bad  condition.  Trains  arc  ab  e 
to  run  slowly. 

Not  many  of  the  boys  laying  off  this  month. 
Don’t  know  what  1*11  do  for  news.  Found  Ed 
Hunsaker  of  Joplin  on  sick  list  for  a few  days. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  made  a flying  trip  to 
Neodesha,  he  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Wyk off. 

Bro.  George  Bond,  Reed?,  is  building  himself  a 
nice  cottage.  Looks  like  a moneyed  man.  ’Twill 
soon  be  completed,  and  George  will  don  a new 
“fist.” 

Bro.  W.  B.  Smith,  Cherryvale,  went  to  Severy 
to  spend  the  Fourth  of  July  with  home  folks, 
being  relieved  by  Bro.  Sage,  regular  nights 

During  my  absence  at  Springfield  was  relieved 
by  a non,  Mr.  C.  L.  Bailey,  formerly  cashier  at 
Vernon  on  B.  E.  and  T.  He  left  with  his  good 
will,  providing  he  re-entered  railroading.  He  is 
off  on  sixty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  is  figuring 
on  entering  another  profession  at  Vernon,  Tex. 

Bro.  E.  H.  Blackwell,  Neodesha,  has  been  ap 
pointed  assistant  local  chairman  of  Western  Di- 
vision, vice  Bro.  F.  R.  O’Connor,  left  service. 

Now,  if  there  should  be  any  nons  work  undei 
his  jurisdiction,  it  would  be  well  to  send  yout 
signature  in  or  pull  in  your  shingle. 

J.  C.  Leach. 


Central  Div  ision — 

Have  noticed  that  it  has  been  some  time  since 
the  Central  Division  of  the  Frisco  has  been  heard 
from,  so,  with  your  permission,  I will  try  to  dig 
up  a few  notes. 

We  are  pretty  solid  down  here,  but  it  seems 
that  some  of  the  hoys  lack  vim,  and  I think  that 
this  is  just  the  time  for  all  of  us  to  jump  in  and 
do  all  we  can  to  help  ourselves. 

Our  chairman,  Bro.  Kelso,  was  through  here  re- 
cently. Always  glad  to  see  you,  Bro.  Kelso. 

Mr.  Sanderson,  who  is  from  Bengal  nights,  is 
now  located  at  Talihina  nights. 


Mr.  Francis,  agent  at  Tuskahoma,  is  just  back 
from  tne  Fair,  and  reports  a good  time. 

Mr.  Kelly,  who  has  been  days  at  Poteau  for 
some  time,  is  now  located  at  Rogers  in  the  same 
capacity. 

Mr.  Leisure  of  Muskogee  is  now  at  “FA”  nights. 
Glad  to  see  you  out  on  the  main  line  again 
“CN.” 

Why  does  not  some  one  get  after  Mr.  Stewart 
of  Rogers  nights,  and  Mr.  Sanderson  of  Talihina 
nights,  to  come  in? 

Mr.  Scriber,  who  has  been  at  Chester  nights,  is 
now  located  at  Bengal  nights,  on  the  south  end. 

There  is  some  talk  of  another  man  being  put 
on  at  Hugo  days. 

Fred  Ham  of  Van  Buren  nights,  is  talking  of 
laying  off  and  going  to  the  Golden  West. 

“MD”  of  “KX”  nights,  is  now  in  that  place 
days.  She  is  a hummer.  All  right,  but  “MD”  U 
the  boy  for  it.  Cekt.  872. 


Southern  Railway. 


Mobile  Division — 

I have  only  been  working  on  this  road  one 
month,  and  although  the  Southern  is  about  the 
most  poorly  organized  road  in  the  south,  I notice 
that  this  division  is  very  well  organized.  About 
75  per  cent  of  the  telegraphers  on  this  division 
are  O.  R.  T.  men,  but  it  seems  that  they  are  all 
afraid  to  say  anything.  Do  you  think  the  O.  R. 
T.  will  ever  amount  to  anything  on  this  road  if 
each  member  does  nothing  but  pay  up  his  dues 
and  holds  his  card?  I dare  say,  no.  Of  course 
we  would  rather  have  you  in  our  Order  than  to 
be  a non.  even  if  you  never  said  anything,  but 
in  this  modern  day  and  time  when  everything 
moves  like  electricity  over  our  wires,  it  won’t  do  to 
just  hold  your  hands.  Perhaps  you  think  that 
the  Southern  is  s<3  poorly  organized  that  it  will 
never  amount  to  anything.  The  only  way  to  make 
it  amount  to  anything  is  to  keep  your  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  and  keep  after  the  nons,  and  let  us 
hear  from  you  in  our  journal  every  month. 

A few  years  ago  there  was  not  a road  in  the 
country  that  was  well  organized,  but  our  Broth- 
ers kept  busy  all  the  time,  getting  in  new  mem- 
bers and  making  new  plans,  until  now  you  can 
hardly  find  a road  in  the  United  States  that  is 
unorganized.  That  is  the  way  we  will  have 
to  do. 

If  we  are  on  the  most  poorly  organized  road, 
we  are  the  only  ones  that  can  make  it  anything 
else  Let  us  hear  from  some  of  the  rest  of  you 
in  our  next  month’s  journal,  and  don't  sit  and 
hold  your  hands  and  wonder  why  the  Southern  is 
so  poorly  organized,  when  you  are  doing  nothing 
to  make  it  any  better.  Let  each  and  every  memeber 
on  this  division  take  a deeper  interest 

Tell  you,  boys,  it  looks  bad  to  see  something 
from  every  other  road  and  nothing  from  the 
Southern. 

We  can  not  expect  to  win  the  prize  if  we  wait 
for  somebody  else  to  do  what  we  ought  to  do  our- 
selves. 

Every  Order  man  on  the  road  get  a list  of 
all  the  nons  and  send  to  Mr.  L.  W.  Quick,  our 
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grand  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  in  this  way 
we  will  soon  see  the  Southern  as  well  organized 
as  any  other  road.  Csrt.  47 1- 


Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Fourth  Division — 

I will  endeavor  to  write  a few  lines  for  the 
next  issue  of  The  Telegrapher,  as  I dislike  the 
idea  of  this  division  not  being  represented.  I 
trust  ere  thi9  is  in  print  we  will  have  called  a 
meeting  and  elected  our  corresponding  secretary. 
, We  regret  very  much  having  lost  our  worthy 
and  faithful  local  chairman,  Bro.  Robinson,  he 
having  left  for  other  fields.  “Ro.,”  we  wish  you 
much  success  wherever  you  may  roam,  and  ask 
that  you  keep  the  good  work  going. 

Bro.  Joe  Halman  of  Denmark,  S.  C.,  has  also 
left  us.  Suppose  he  has  decided  to  live  a quiet 
life  on  some  little  farm.  Relieved  by  W.  T. 
Newman. 

We  wish  to  thank  our  committee  for  the  good 
work  while  in  conference  with  our  officials. 
While  they  did  not  secure  a raise  for  all,  I think 
they  did  exceedingly  well.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
now,  but  to  all  get  down  to  work  and  be  in  readi- 
ness to  send  our  committee  up  again  when  we 
deem  it  necessary. 

All  stop  a moment  and  think  what  the  noble 
Order  has  done  in  the  way  of  bettering  our  condi- 
tions. I,  myself,  would  not  railroad  another  day 
should  conditions  at  present  fall  to  what  they 
were  three  years  ago. 

Let  your  motto  be,  “No  Card,  No  Favors,”  and 
all  pull  together 

I am  in  earnest  in  all  I do,  and  am  just  as 
anxious  as  some  good  old  Methodist  preacher  to 
have  a general  revival  of  our  noble  work. 

I am  pleased  to  have  the  honor  of  acting  as 
local  chairman  for  this  division  until  an  election 
can  be  held,  and  truly  hope  that  with  the  assist- 
ance of  all  members,  I may  be  able  to  render  the 
best  service  in  power. 

Again  asking  all  concerned  to  give  me  their 
assistance  to  the  end,  I am,  fraternally, 

W.  J.  SCH  EIDER, 
Local  Chairman. 


Fifth  Division — 

The  members  of  the  Fifth  Division  held  a well- 
attended  and  enthusiastic  regular  monthly  meet- 


ing at  Helena,  Ga.,  on  the  night  of  Julv  16th. 
After  a hearty  hand-shaking,  all  repaired  to  the 
Turner  House,  where  a bounteous  repast  was  en- 
joyed, then  retired  to  a spacious  room  on  second 
floor,  set  apart  for  our  meeting.  Meeting  called 
to  order  by  our  worthy  local  chairman,  Bro.  D. 
C.  Smith.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and 
approved.  Motion  by  Bro.  Smith  that  a fund  be 
raised  by  a contribution  from  each  of  our  mem- 
bers for  the  purpose  of  having  an  organizer  go 
over  our  'division  and  get  what  few  nons  we 
have  so  far  been  unable  to  bring  into  the  fold. 
Motion  unanimously  carried.  This  motion  was 
made  and  carried,  however,  in  our  last  monthly 
meeting,  but  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  could 
not  be  present  at  our  last  meeting,  was  brought 
before  our  members  for  a more  unanimous  vote. 
Bro.  Tune  of  Abbeville  was  appointed  as  secretary 
and  treasurer  for  this  purpose.  Collection  for 
same  will  be  made  at  our  next  meeting.  Several 
of  our  members  have  already  paid  in. 

Motion  by  Bro.  Ennis  of  Savannah,  that  the 
members  of  the  Fifth  Division  purchase  for  our 
local  chairman  a mimeograph  for  making  the  de- 
sired amount  of  copies  of  letters  and  circulars 
that  he  may  have  occasion  to  issue.  Mofion  car- 
ried. Our  local  chairman  will  ascertain  what  one 
can  be  purchased  for  and  report  at  our  next  meet- 
ing, when  a collection  for  same  will  be  made. 

A discussion  as  to  the  most  convenient  and  ap- 
propriate place  for  our  next  meeting  was  de- 
cided in  favor  of  Helena. 

The  question  of  relief  and  transportation  to  at- 
tend our  meetings  was  next  brought  before  our 
members,  and  communication  read  by  our  local 
chairman,  who  had  previously  taken  the  matter 
up  with  our  superintendent,  who  stated  that  in 
every  instance,  where  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  we 
would  be  furnished  relief  and  transportation  to 
attend  our  meetings. 

All  of  our  boys  are  wearing  a smiling  counte- 
nance now,  enjoying  our  recent  increase  in  pay 
and  overtime  embodied  in  our  new  schedule. 
Don’t  forget  when  you  make  overtime  to  send  it 
in  at  once.  What  we  need  to  make  the  Fifth  Di- 
vision the  banner  division  of  the  Seaboard  Air 
Line  system  is  a little  more  individual  effort.  The 
only  way  we  can  ever  hope  to  better  our  work- 
ing conditions  and  secure  an  increase  in  salary  is 
by  thorough  organization.  Cert.  34- 
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MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT. 

Assessment  No.  65  is  due  on  AU6UST  1, 1904.  Time  for  payment  expires  SEPTEMBER  30, 1904 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  $ 300  OO  (Series  A) 20  cents  each. 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 30  cents  each. 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 60  cents  each. 


BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  JULY,  1904. 

Claim.  Cert. 

No.  Name.  Cause.  Div.  No.  Series.  Amt. 

248  . Wm.  H.  Hook  . . . Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 53  . 11707  . C . $1,000 

249  . Homer  J.  Gibbens  . Acute  Pneumonic  Phthisis  . 33  . 14082  . A . 300 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 


Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  June  30,  1904  $246,842  75 

Received  on  Assessment  Account,  July,  1904  9,198  29 

$256,041  04 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Death  Claims  paid  to  June  30,  1904  $140,700 

Death  Claims  paid  in  July 1,300 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 449 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 72  75 

Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  July  31,  1904  113.518  39 

$256,041  04 

L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 

Digitized  by  Google 


8§§ 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


I>KI,Kr*ATKft  To  THF.  KI-CONI)  ANM'AI,  CONVENTION  OF  Til  K COMMFKCIAI.  TKI.K'.KAHHK  RS  I’NION  OF  AMERICA. 


THE  RAILROAD 
TELEGRAPHER 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

L.  W.  QUICK,  Editor  and  Manager. 


entered  at  the  post-office  at  st. 

LOUIS,  MO.,  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 

Subscription  Price,  $1.00  Per  Year. 


Vol.  XXI.  SEPTEMBER,  1904.  No.  9. 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  STRIKES. 

HE  strike  of  the  telegraphers  on  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railway 
has  put  all  previous  telegraphers’ 
strikes  in  the  shade.  It  commenced  at  four 
o’clock  p.  m.,  August  ist,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  going  to  press  was  still  in  full 
force  and  effect. 

Bulletins  have  been  issued  daily,  except 
Sunday,  since  the  inception  of  the  strike, 
and  they  tell  the  story  as  it  goes  from  day 
to  day.  Here  they  are  for  the  week  ending 
Stptember  ioth : 

September  5th. 

“This  being  Labor  Day  business  ought  to 
be  suspended,  but  as  there  is  a fight  in 
progress  it  is  necessary  to  break  the  rule 
and  get  out  a bulletin.  Organized  labor 
in  all  the  large  centers  of  the  country 
will  put  on  gala  attire  this  morning,  and 
take  a day  off  to  do  a little  advertising 
by  joining  parades  and  showing  its  colors 


generally.  The  measured  tread  of  a fifty 
or  a hundred  thousand  men  in  a Labor 
Day  parade  is  calculated  to  impress  not 
only  members  of  the  General  Managers’ 
Association,  but  all  other  employers. 

“Things  are  moving  along  peacefully  with 
the  strike.  There  are  some  indications  of  the 
company  adopting  rough  tactics,  but  the 
officers  have  too  much  good  sense  to  go 
very  far  in  that  direction.  This  strike, 
as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  is  a peaceful 
cessation  of  work.  Our  members  are  law- 
abiding  citizens,  have  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  the  public,  and  are  going  to  main- 
tain it. 

“It  is  strictly  within  our  right  to  inform 
new  arrivals  on  the  scene  that  a strike  is 
in  progress  on  the  Katy  and  ask  them  not 
to  work  against  our  interests.  It  is  both 
lawful  and  proper  to  approach  a man  upon 
such  a subject,  yet  means  have  been  adopted 
by  the  company  in  St.  Louis  to  prevent  us 
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doing  those  things,  and  the  police  have 
orders  to  arrest  any  of  our  men  seen  talk- 
ing to  telegraphers  who  have  been  to  M., 
K.  & T.  headquarters  to  make  arrangements 
about  getting  a job.  The  scheme  is  to  get 
the  men  here  under  a series  of  misrepre- 
sentations and  when  our  men  approach  the 
victim  to  inform  him  as  to  the  true  situa- 
tion to  intimidate  by  making  arrests.  That 
course  might  go  with  people  who  do  not 
know  their  rights,  or  were  careless  about 
protecting  them,  but  it  will  not  go  with  us. 

“We  have  persuaded  over  a hundred  men 
in  St.  Louis  alone  not  to  hire  out  to  the 
M.,  K.  & T.  Ry.  since  the  trouble  began, 
and  will  attempt  to  do  the  same  with  any 
and  all  who  may  come  here  during  the 
continuance  of  the  strike. 

“All  telegraphic  reports  and  letters  re- 
ceived at  headquarters  are  of  most  encour- 
aging nature.  The  members  are  as  con- 
fident of  victory  as  are  their  officers.  The 
freight  business  of  the  road  is  simply 
paralyzed  and  at  what  should  be  its  most 
prosperous  period.  The  power  and  equip- 
ment on  competing  lines  is  being  taxed  to 
its  utmost  ability,  in  fact,  they  have  not 
sufficient  power  or  equipment  to  handle 
the  business  offered  them.  One  of  two 
things  must  happen  if  the  present  status 
is  maintained  for  any  length  of  time,  either 
the  company  must  agree  to  a schedule  ac- 
ceptable to  its  telegraphers  and  station 
agents,  or  it  will  become  bankrupt. 

“Following  are  excerpts  from  letters  and 
telegrams  received  since  Saturday  noon : 

“It  seems  if  any  change  that  it  is  for  the 
better,  for  I have  just  talked  to  the  local 
freight  crew  and  they  say  they  don’t  get 
any  orders  only  at  Dallas,  Denison  and 
Greenville,  and  that  they  get  laid  out  for 
a long  time  at  some  of  the  so-called  tele- 
graph offices.  Brakcman  said  they  were  laid 
out  the  other  day  three  hours  at  White- 
wright  on  account  of  no  orders  to  enable 
them  to  do  anything.  North-bound  local 
this  morning  lost  one  hour  account  no 
telegraph  service  along  the  line;  an  extra 
South  lost  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  this 
morning,  meeting  No.  6 passing  No.  7, 
which  delay  could  have  been  avoided  with 
telegraph  service.  Passenger  trains  still  run 
late  and  very  few  freights  running.” 


From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“One  student  employed  to-day;  old  men 
standing  firm;  no  other  changes.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“Everything  in  good  shape  here.  Kodak 
boys  doing  good  work.” 

From  Denison,  Texas. 

“Nobody  put  to  work  to-day,  nobody 
pulled  out;  we  will  line,  up  about  fifty 
strong  for  Labor  Day  parade.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“Stopped  one  telegrapher ; none  employed ; 
cotton  being  badly  delayed  and  scabs  trying 
to  dodge  the  kodak.  No  change  in  the 
situation  and  men  are  as  firm  as  ever.” 


From  Atoka,  I.  T. 

“Pulled  night  man  out  at  Cale  and  stopped 
two  women  at  Durant  yesterday  who  were 
going  to  work  on  line;  situation  looks 
better  here  than  fifteen  days  ago.” 

Another  from  same  place. 

“Two  more  men  were  pulled  out  on  the 
Choctaw  Division  yesterday  and  no  new 
men  employed.” 

From  Denison,  Texas. 

“On  Labor  Day  the  telegraphers  will  be 
in  line  in  full  force  and  take  part  in  the 
parade.  Everybody  feeling  jubilant.  Not 
one  telegrapher  has  arrived  in  Denison  for 
the  past  three  days  with  the  intention  of 
going  to  work.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“Everything  in  good  shape  here  to-day. 
Men  in  good  spirits.” 

From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“The  Shreveport  Division  is  being  looked 
after  in  good  shape,  and  expect  to  have 
some  excellent  news  in  a few  days.” 


From  Hannibal,  Mo. 

“Situation  on  Hannibal  Division  remains 
unchanged,  except  Stoutsville  Station  closed 
yesterday.  Sidings  full  of  cars  and  very 
little  freight  moved.  All  old  men  standing 
firm.” 


From  Sedalia,  Mo. 

“There  is  no  change  in  the  situation  to 
leport.” 
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From  Muskogee,  1.  T. 

“Luther,  Tryon,  Cushing  again  closed. 
Checking  Carney  out  to-day.” 

“There  are  movements  on  foot  of  a de- 
cidedly interesting  character  that  cannot  he 
published  for  diplomatic  reasons,  but  I think 
there  will  be  important  new  developments 
in  the  case  within  a few  days.” 

September  6th. 

“The  company  is  hard  pressed  for  help 
and  all  their  attempts  at  getting  new  men 
competent  to  handle  their  business  are  meet- 
ing with  failure.  The  following  taken  from 
a letter  from  an  old  member  who  is  now 
farming  illustrates  the  strenuous  game  they 
are  playing: 

“From  The  Telegrapher  I learned  about 
all  I know  of  the  ‘Katy’  strike,  as  the 
Kansas  City  Star  and  Times  have  had  very 
little  to  say  about  it,  and  I have  noticed 
nothing  in  it  for  some  time,  and  was  afraid 
it  was  about  all  off  with  the  boys  until 
last  Tuesday  morning  a two-seated  rig  drove 
up  to  my  place  and  made  inquiry  for  a 
person  unknown  to  me;  they  were  about  to 
drive  off,  when  the  one  who  had  done  the 
talking  so  far,  said  to  the  other  that  they 
might  be  mistaken  in  the  name,  and  sug- 
gested they  make  their  business  known  and 
maybe  I could  guide  them  to  the  party 
wanted ; the  other  man  said  they  were  hunt- 
ing for  a telegraph  operator  who  had  moved 
into  the  neighborhood  last  spring  to  engage 
in  farming.  I told  them  I was  probably 
the  man  then.  The  man  then  got  out  and 
introduced  himself  as  Mr.  Walton,  and  said 
he  thought  probably  my  farm  work  was 
so  far  done  for  the  season  that  I could  take 
a good  job  on  the  road.  I told  him  I was 
‘an  Order  man’  and  would  not  scab  on  the 
boys  under  any  circumstances.  We  talked 
the  matter  over  for  a while  and  he  said 
so  far  as  the  road  was  concerned  the  strike 
was  off  and  I would  be  doing  nothing  out 
of  the  way  to  take  an  office,  as  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  strike  took  effect  they  had 
most  of  their  stations  open  and  a great 
many  of  the  offices  supplied  with  operators, 
and  that  now  they  were  just  filling  up  the 
vacancies  and  had  some  very  good  jobs 
open  for  good  men. 

“I  replied  that  I could  go  so  far  as  my  farm 
work  was  concerned,  but  until  the  O.  R.  T. 


declared  the  strike  off  and  told  the  members 
to  accept  the  offices,  I would  act  in  harmony 
with  the  strikers. 

“Then  they  drove  off.  This  is  simply  to 
show  you  how  badly  they  are  pressed  for 
men.  They  came  with  a two-seated  rig, 
evidently  expecting  to  carry  me  right  off 
with  them,  and  when  the  division  super- 
intendents must  hire  rigs  and  scour  the 
country  for  men  they  know  nothing  of, 
only  that  they  have  been  a telegraph  oper- 
ator, certainly  shows  their  need  is  pressing 
and  should  be  very  encouraging  to  the 
boys  along'  the  line  who  are  out. 

“It  is  alleged  that  the  operator  who  is 
working  here  had  been  working  in  the  yard 
as  a switchman,  having  been  black-balled 
as  an  operator.  Whether  this  is  true  I 
am  not  able  to  say,  as  my  business  has  not 
been  with  them  since  coming  here,  so  am 
not  acquainted  with  the  gentleman — if  a 
strike-breaker  is  worthy  the  name. 

“I  certainly  wish  the  boys  the  success 
they  deserve,  and  trust  the  O.  R.  T.  may 
continue  to  grow,  as  it  has  done  the  past 
year  or  so.” 

“The  citizens  are  in  sympathy  with  the 
strikers  all  along  the  line,  and  that  accounts 
for  the  falling  off  in  business  to  a consider- 
able extent.  A letter  from  a member  on 
the  Mineola  Division  furnished  the  follow- 
ing interesting  item : 

“Everything  on  the  Mineola  Division 
about  same  as  has  been  for  past  three  weeks. 
The  company  has  hired  a helper  for  the 
scab  at  this  station,  but  business  very  light. 
It  is  costing  the  company  double  at  this 
station  what  it  did  before  the  strike.  The 
scab  agent  at  Alba  came  up  here  one  day 
last  week  to  get  a hair  cut  and  a shave. 
No  one  here  knew  who  he  was  until  after 
he  had  his  work  done.  He  carried  a gun 
with  him  and  as  soon  as  it  was  known  he 
was  the  scab  from  Alba,  officers  were 
notified  about  the  gun  and  they  arrested 
him  and  it  cost  him  $43.50.  I took  snap- 
shot with  “kodak”  at  our  scabs  here  and 
have  sent  films  to  be  finished,  and  if  they 
are  any  good  will  send  them  to  you  for 
“Book  of  Scabs.”  Will  probably  be  Monday 
before  I can  send  them.” 

“Following  are  excerpts  from  telegrams 
received  early  this  morning: 
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From  Greenville,  Texas. 

‘Train  crews  averaging  fifty  miles  per 
day  this  month  averaged  hundred  ninety 
miles  last  year.” 

Another  from  same  place. 

“Headed  labor  day  parade,  cheered  on 
all  corners  by  citizens.  Situation  unchanged. 
Cotton  coming  in  fast.  Out  of  twenty-one 
stations  on  McKinney,  Mineola  and  Shreve- 
port Divisions  there  are  only  six  competent 
agents  to  handle  the  business.  Old  men 
firm.  Trains  still  flagging.” 

From  Sedalia,  Mo. 

“No  changes  to  report.  Caught  two 
students  and  turned  them  back  last  night. 
Full  report  by  mail  of  company  trying  to 
force  section  foreman  at  Clifton  to  take  a 
dirty  old  bum  of  a scab  into  his  home  and 
board  him.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“One  telegrapher  put  to  work  to-day. 
Picket  after  him.  We  stopped  two  dummies 
to-day.  Things  look  good  here.” 

From  Hillsboro,  Texas. 

“No  change  in  situation,  no  noticeable 
increase  in  traffic  though  cotton  is  lively. 
Men  continue  firm  and  confident.” 

From  Dallas,  Texas. 

“Company  trying  borrow  men  from  other 
lines  temporarily;  not  having  any  success.” 

From  Muskogee,  I.  T. 

“No  change  on  this  division,  men  stand- 
ing firm.” 

“At  many  places  it  is  impossible  for  the 
scabs  to  get  board,  lodging  or  accommoda- 
tions of  any  character.  They  stay  in  the 
station  buildings  guarded  by  special  agents 
and  detectives,  and  live  on  lunches  that 
are  brought  to  them  by  train  from  distant 
points.  They  sit  in  their  offices  with  the 
doors  locked  and  the  window  blinds  pulled 
down,  knowing  they  have  earned  the  con- 
tempt of  all  right-thinking  people.  Some 
of  them  seem  to  have  a little  of  that  human 
quality  called  conscience,  and  after  a period 
of  solitude  send  in  their  resignations  and 
quietly  disappear.  They  have  as  many 
names  as  a Chinese  coolie,  but  in  many 
instances  their  photographs  have  been  se- 
cured and  their  identity  will  not  be  lost. 
The  Order  will  arrange  to  have  these  persons 


who  are  opposing  the  general  welfare  of 
the  telegraphers  well  advertised  among  the 
telegraph  fraternity  and  changing  their 
names  or  “flying  the  flag”  will  not  conceal 
their  identity.” 

September  7th. 

“The  situation  generally  all  over  the 
system  remains  unchanged.  Only  two  men 
have  been  hired  lately  and  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  closing  a good  many  offices.  Re- 
ports on  various  districts  on  the  system  are 
coming  in  and  they  all  show  a falling  oil 
in  business  instead  of  an  increase,  as  there 
should  be  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

“On  the  Shreveport  Division  local  pas- 
senger business  is  about  normal  and  com- 
petitive business  about  one-third  of  normal. 
Freight  trains  are  not  run  regularly  but 
wait  until  Dallas  Division  gets  a number 
of  loads  at  Greenville,  and  then  trains  are 
bunched  and  loads  distributed  over  the 
three  divisions  from  there.  Some  days  they 
do  nothing  except  local  freight  business. 

“From  July  1st  to  August  1st  the  Chero- 
kee Division  was  handling  on  an  average 
of  seven  through  freights  every  day,  and 
this  was  all  revenue  freight.  On  that 
division  they  are  now  handling  three  trains 
south  and  two  north  each  day,  but  50  per 
cent  of  this  business  consists  of  empties 
and  company  material. 

“The  Sedalia  Division  previous  to  August 
1st  was  handling  on  an  average  of  five 
south-bound  and  four  north-bound  trains 
per  day,  and  they  are  now  handling  two 
south  and  two  north. 

“The  Parsons-Kansas  City  Division  hand- 
led on  an  average  of  three  north  and  three 
south ; they  are  now  handling  about  two 
north  and  two  south. 

“The  Neosho  Division  is  hardly  to  be 
considered,  as  they  were  handling  only  one 
train  each  day  and  they  were  local  freights. 

“The  Joplin  and  Osage  Divisions  are  about 
the  same  as  the  Neosho,  with  the  exception 
of  the  coal  runs  on  the  Joplin,  and  this 
is  company  business  as  distinguished  from 
revenue  freight. 

“The  passenger  traffic  is  nothing  like  as 
good  as  it  would  be  if  it  were  not  for  the 
strike. 

“A  great  number  of  secret  service  men 
have  been  hired  and  they  are  adopting  all 
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sorts  of  devices  to  get  the  old  men  in  line 
and  have  them  make  a movement  to  get 
the  strike  declared  off.  The  men,  however, 
seem  determined  to  stick  it  out,  knowing 
that  they  have  practically  won  the  strike, 
and  it  is  only  a question  of  days  and  the 
company  will  have  to  settle  whether  the 
officials  desire  to  do  so  or  not. 

“Following  are  excerpts  from  telegrams: 

From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“Situation  here  unchanged.  Old  men 
confident  of  victory.” 

From  Atoka,  I.  T. 

“No  men  taken  out  last  twenty- four  hours. 
Company  put  two  men  to  work  and  we 
are  unable  to  approach  them  account 
guards.” 

From  Sedalia,  Mo. 

“Company  sends  freight  check  clerk  from 
Sedalia  to  Beaman  on  local  every  day  to 
handle  freight  and  he  returns  home  nights. 
No  tickets,  express  or  wires  handled  at  that 
station.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“Closed  Redrock,  Maxwell,  Troy  and 
Gruene.  Stopped  one  student  and  one 
dummy  to-day.  Things  looking  good  here, 
men  in  fine  spirits.” 

From  Hannibal,  Mo. 

“No  changes  on  Hannibal  Division;  busi- 
ness very  dull.” 

“The  strike  on  the  St.  Louis  Terminals 
is  still  in  effect  and  the  old  men  are  stand- 
ing firm.  They  declare  they  never  will  go 
to  work  for  that  company  again  unless  a 
satisfactory  schedule  is  granted  them. 
Everything  looks  favorable  for  success  in 
both  cases.” 

September  8th. 

“The  strike  of  the  telegraphers  and  sta- 
tion agents  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  Railway 
now  takes  the  record  for  any  movement  of 
the  kind  ever  made  by  the  telegraphers, 
either  railroad  or  commercial.  To-morrow 
will  mark  the  fortieth  day  of  the  move- 
ment, and  the  old  men  are  standing  firm 
and  the  company  is  unable  to  hire  com- 
petent men.  They  have  plenty  of  dummies 
to  fill  their  stations,  but  they  are  men  un- 
acquainted with  station  work,  and  there- 
fore cannot  handle  the  business.  The  teleg- 
raphers they  have  been  able  to  hire  are  of 


the  class  not  eligible  to  organization  on 
account  of  their  unfortunate  habits  and 
previous  records. 

“I  have  this  day  issued  a circular  letter 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  to  several  thousand  non-union 
telegraphers.  This  circular  will  deter  ap- 
plicants from  coming  here  for  employment, 
and  states  specifically  that  anyone  accepting 
a position  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas 
Railway  or  the  Terminal  Railroad  Asso- 
ciation of  St.  Louis  until  the  strike  is 
officially  declared  off  will  be  put  on  the 
scab  list.  Circulars  of  this  kind  have  been 
issued  to  chairmen  of  local  boards  of  ad- 
justment previously,  but  many  of  them  must 
have  failed  to  take  action,  as  quite  a num- 
ber of  applicants  turned  up  from  organized 
roads  that  believed  the  officials  were  correct 
when  they  stated  that  the  strike  was  all 
over.  To  issue  a general  circular  to  our 
membership  is  an  expensive  proceeding  that 
entails  much  labor,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  have  the  desired  effect.  Now  that  this 
circular  has  been  issued,  renewed  efforts 
should  be  made  to  get  every  competent 
man  on  the  system  to  quit  work.  The 
company  has  exhausted  its  means  of  getting 
men  and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  arrange 
it  so  that  no  more  telegraphing  will  be 
done  on  the  system  until  they  make  a 
settlement. 

“I  am  receiving  letters  in  regard  to  the 
business  being  done  that  indicates  the  com- 
pany is  making  a very  poor  showing  in 
the  fight.  Here  is  a sample  taken  from  a 
letter  from  a correspondent  located  on  the 
fourth  district: 

“The  freight  business,  especially  the  stock 
business  on  this  division,  is  completely  de- 
moralized, having  fallen  off  about  99  per 
cent ; or,  in  other  words,  where  the  Katy 
ran  from  three  to  six  full  stock  trains  per 
day  during  July,  they  ran  through  the  month 
of  August  an  average  of  two  to  four  cars 
of  stock  every  five  or  six  days,  with  the 
exception  of  one  day,  when  they  ran  a 
mixed  train  of  stock  and  dead  freight,  con- 
sisting of  thirteen  cars  of  feeders.  They 
are  not  hauling  any  through  or  time  freight 
whatever,  as  it  is  turned  over  to  other  lines 
in  order  to  secure  dispatch.  I should  es- 
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timate  that  their  freight  business  in  general 
has  fallen  off  about  60  per  cent. 

“With  reference  to  the  passenger  busi- 
ness, I would  say  that  trains  Nos.  i,  2,  3 
and  4 are  doing  a fair  local  business,  but 
that  trains  7 and  8 are  doing  a very  poor 
business.  I should  estimate  the  loss  in  pas- 
senger earnings  to  be  at  least  40  per  cent.” 

“Following  are  excerpts  from  telegrams  : 

From  Denison,  Texas. 

“One  man  put  to  work  “WX”  office.  One 
agent  put  in  at  Pottsboro.  Closed  Ada 
for  about  seventeenth  time.  Stopped  one 
man  on  five  and  one  Greenville.  Three 
scabs  in  Texas  drunk  and  down.  Ham  out 
again  and  with  us  here.  Everybody  feeling 
good.” 

From  Ringgold,  Texas. 

“Operator  Wichita  Falls  got  on  drunk 
and  was  laid  up  right.  Took  operator  from 
here  there  to  get  passenger  train  out  this 
morning.” 

From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“One  man  stopped  here  to-day.  Situation 
otherwise  unchanged.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“Student  sent  to  West  Point  did  not  like 
his  reception  and  quit.  Business  on  the 
bum  down  here.  Old  men  all  firm  and 
confident  of  winning.” 

From  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

“Train  crews  and  engine  men  becoming 
very  much  dissatisfied  with  existing  con- 
ditions. Rumored  several  crews  will  be 
pulled  off  shortly.” 

"The  general  concensus  of  opinion  is  that 
zee  must  win  this  fight.  That  is  what  we 
started  out  to  do  and  there  will  be  no  let 
up  until  it  is  accomplished.  Every  station 
closed  from  this  time  forward  means  that 
the  station  will  remain  closed  until  the 
end  of  the  strike  except  where  the  company 
doses  one  station  in  order  that  they  can 
open  another.  I)o  something  to  forward 
the  cause  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
reading  this  bulletin  and  let  me  know’  what 
you  accomplish.” 

September  9th. 

"During  the  last  twenty-four  hours  there 
have  been  no  new  developments  in  the 
strike.  The  company  gained  twfo  incom- 


petent students  and  one  telegrapher.  We 
stopped  four  from  going  to  work  and  pulled 
out  five  that  had  started.  Besides  this  we 
closed  two  stations.  This  shows  that  our 
membership  is  still  active  and  that  more 
vigorous  exertions  in  the  right  direction 
would  make  this  strike  absolutely  effective 
at  every  point.  As  the  supply  of  new- 
comers has  been  cut  off,  it  should  be  a 
comparatively  easy  task  to  pull  out  the  men 
who  are  now  working.  Particular  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  competent  men  at 
important  points.  The  incompetent  student 
telegrapher  and  dummy  agent  is  not  im- 
portant one  way  or  the  other.  They  are 
more  of  a detriment  to  the  company  than  a 
help  to  it.  By  centering  our  attention  on 
the  competent  men  we  may  accomplish 
much,  and  the  time  is  ripe  for  just  such 
action. 

"The  following  excerpt  from  a letter 
dated  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  7th,  will 
be  a notice  and  warning  at  the  same  time. 
It  reads : 


“On  September  1st  and  2d  there  appeared 
in  the  Buffalo  Nezvs  an  advertisement  stat- 
ing that  experienced  railroad  telegraphers 
were  wanted.  The  advertisement  was  an- 
sw-ered  by  one  of  our  members  and  a young 
fellow  came  around  to  see  him,  asking  him 
for  his  references,  but  would  not  tell  him 
much  of  anything,  and  on  retiring  he  said  he 
would  have  another  party  call  and  see  him 
who  would  explain  everything.  The  letter 
goes  on  to  state  that  the  next  day  a man 
about  tw’cnty-eight  years  of  age,  evidently 
a detective,  called  on  him  and  in  part  said 
that  a western  road  w'anted  a man  who 
was  an  experienced  telegrapher  and  who 
wras  a member  of  the  O.  R.  T.  to  go  over 
their  road  and  ascertain  the  sentiment  of 
the  men  on  the  strike  question,  also  to 
what  extent  they  were  organized,  and  to 
report  anything  that  passed  during  meetings 
of  the  O.  R.  T.  which  in  any  way  affected 
the  road.  He  also  says  that  he  tried  to 
find  out  what  road  it  was  but  could  learn 
nothing  about  that  unless  he  would  agree 
to  the  proposition. 

"A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient,  and 


each  and  every  member  should  be  on  his 

guard. 

Digitized  by ' 


/Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1137 


“The  following  comes  in  a letter  from 
the  Shreveport  Division: 

“The  thirty-sixth  day  of  the  strike  now 
at  its  close.  I have  been  in  communication 
with  nearly  every  old  man  on  my  division 
and  find  them  in  good  spirits  and  deter- 
mined to  win.  Cotton  is  coming  in  fast 
now  and  the  company  has  only  six  men  out 
of  twenty-one  employed  that  can  handle 
this  business  as  it  should  be.  Circulars 
to  the  public  well  distributed  and  received 
well  by  the  people.  No  new  men  hired  by 
the  Katy  since  Friday  last.  Am  getting  up 
a circular  for  the  benefit  of  the  scabs  now 
working,  which  all  here  think  will  be  a 
winner.  The  trouble  in  which  Bros.  Steele 
and  Hubbard  became  involved  is  blowing 
over,  and  think  they  will  get  out  of  it  all 
O.  K.  It  has  turned  public  sympathy  in 
our  favor.” 

Another  from  the  same  section. 

“Not  much  change  in  the  situation  here 
in  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  No  new 
men  have  shown  up,  none  of  the  boys  have 
shown  any  weakness,  and  all  seem  confident 
of  success.” 

Here  are  a few  excerpts  from  telegrams : 

From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“Situation  unchanged.  Boys  feeling  good.” 

From  Gainesboro,  Texas. 

“Wichita  Falls  closed  up.  Trainmaster 
acting  as  operator.  Was  without  service 
all  day  yesterday.  Clerk  also  quit  with  oper- 
ator and  wouldn’t  pass  them  out  of  town.” 

From  Hillsboro,  Texas. 

“Am  reliably  informed  that  conductors 
are  telling  operators  seeking  employment 
that  the  strike  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  is  settled, 
and  advising  them  to  go  to  work.  Think 
advisable  to  take  up  with  Clark  and  Mor- 
rissey at  once.  All  old  men  firm.” 

From  Durant,  I.  T. 

“Took  out  operator  at  Ada  to-day.  Com- 
pany put  in  student  at  Owl  and  Stonewall. 
Men  working  on  them ; expect  to  get  them 
out  to-morrow.  One  man  pulled  off  train.” 

From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“Everything  in  good  condition,  business 
picking  up  but  not  handled  in  very  good 
shape.” 


From  Sealy,  Texas. 

“Situation  practically  unchanged,  no  no- 
ticeable increase  in  movement  freight,  com- 
petitors getting  large  end  of  cotton  ship- 
ment; this  formerly  enjoyed  by  Katy.  Sep- 
tember to  date  we  have  pulled  over  eleven 
men  and  the  company  increased  their  force 
one  operator  and  two  students.  Five  sta- 
tions still  closed  to  all.  Business  men  firm 
as  ever.” 

From  Denison,  Texas. 

“Two  men  arrived  at  Denison,  neither 
went  to  work.  Nobody  put  to  work  to 
day.  One  man  pulled  out  of  Ambrose.” 

From  Smithville,  Texas. 

“Student  under  fourteen  years  of  age 
checked  in  as  agent  at  Lorena  to-day;  we 
stopped  one  agent.  Telegraph  men  in  good 
spirits.” 

“It  is  plainly  apparent  from  all  this  that 
the  company  is  losing  ground  every  day 
and  that  we  are  gaining.  Now  that  the 
supply  of  men  from  the  outside  has  been 
exhausted,  we  should  be  able  to  pull  out 
the  others  and  keep  them  out.” 

September  ioth. 

“The  forty-first  day  of  the  fight  finds  us 
in  better  trim  than  ever.  The  company  has 
reached  the  limit  of  its  resources  in  the 
matter  of  getting  new  men  and  has  proved 
the  truth  of  our  assertions  that  the  teleg- 
raphers are  organized.  We  repeat  that  prac- 
tically ioo  per  cent  of  the  desirable  and 
competent  railroad  telegraphers  are  mem- 
bers of  The  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers, 
and  that  it  is  a suicidal  policy  for  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad  to  per- 
manently array  itself  against  our  organiza- 
tion. 

“We  desire  to  re-establish  contractual  re- 
lations with  that  company  on  honorable 
terms,  and  have  conducted  this  peaceful 
protest  with  that  ultimate  in  view.  Not- 
withstanding the  unprecedented  length  of 
our  strike,  there  is  every  likelihood  of  that 
being  brought  about  sooner  or  later.  Con- 
siderations of  business  and  respect  for  the 
almighty  dollar  will  bring  it  about,  and 
those  who  own  the  property,  as  distin- 
guished from  those  who  manage  it,  will 
take  the  initiative  and  bring  about  a settle- 
ment. 
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The  officials  are  but  go-betweens  under 
such  conditions.  They  are  not  our  real 
opponents,  and  many  of  them  hope  to  see 
us  win,  well  knowing  that  we  deserve  to 
do  so.  It  costs  our  class  as  much  to  live 
as  others  and  our  standard  of  living  ought 
not  to  be  the  lowest,  on  account  of  our 
responsibilities  if  nothing  else.  Everyone 
admits  that  the  telegrapher  is  not  paid 
enough.  It  is  a grim  certainty  that  if  we 
are  ever  going  to  get  better  remuneration 
we  will  have  to  fight  for  it. 

“Five  per  cent  of  the  telegraphers  have 
desirable  positions,  while  95  per  cent  work 
twelve  or  more  hours  every  day ; and, 
what  is  worse,  they  have  to  do  it  each 
and  every  day  in  the  year.  For  this  they 
get  wages  that  barely  furnish  a subsistence. 

“It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  con- 
ditions in  the  industrial  world. 

“A  letter  from  Hillsboro,  Texas,  dated 
September  6th,  says : 

“On  August  26th  I wired  you.  There 
is  marked  decreased  movement  freight  past 
four  days,  locals  light  and  cotton  coming 
lively.  Since  the  26th  there  is  no  noticeable 
increase  in  the  movement  of  carload  freight 
in  spite  of  the  rush  of  cotton  other  than 
the  movement  between  local  and  compress 
points.  From  best  information  I can  get 
the  large  end  of  the  cotton  business  at 
competitive  points  south  of  Hillsboro  is 
going  to  competitive  lines.  The  Katy 
formerly  got  the  cream  of  this  business. 
Train  men  say,  business  is  the  dullest  ever 
in  the  history  of  the  road,  duller  than  a very 
dull  season.” 

From  Hannibal,  Mo.,  dated  September 
7th: 

“Freight  business  on  the  Hannibal  Divi- 
»ion  utterly  demoralized  and  very  few  loads 
and  some  empties  being  handled.  Pas- 
senger traffic  much  lighter  than  usual.  All 
our  men  standing  firm.” 

Following  are  excerpts  from  telegrams : 

From  Sedalia,  Mo. 

“Agent  pulled  at  Hamburg  to-day,  clos- 
ing that  station  for  the  third  time  since 
strike  commenced.” 

From  Greenville,  Texas. 

“Three  kodaks  at  work  on  Shreveport 
Division  to-day.  Situation  unchanged.  Old 
men  confident.” 


From  Atoka,  I.  T. 

“Situation  fair  this  morning.  No  new 
men  employed.” 

From  Denison,  Texas. 

“No  change  in  Texas.  Three  men  arrived 
last  night,  but  none  went  to  work.  Have 
five  men  on  Wichita  Falls  branch.  Mailed 
out  circular-letter  to-day  to  operators  at  all 
division  points,  junctions  and  dispatchers’ 
offices  other  roads,  asking  detour  all  opera- 
tors looking  for  work  away  from  Katy  ter- 
ritory and  Texas.” 

From  Denison,  Texas. 

Scab  at  Coalgate  arrested  carrying  pistol 
to-day.  Will  be  fined  the  limit,  without 
doubt.  Cannot  be  less  than  fifty  dollars 
anyway.” 

From  Hillsboro,  Texas. 

“Price  excited,  nothing  in  his  reports  yet. 
Closed  Cleburne  Egan  to-day.  Expect  to 
close  others  to-morrow.  Will  keep  you 
posted.  Shreveport  is  toughest  proposition 
we  have.” 

From  Oswego,.  Kan. 

“Arrived  all  right  to-night.  Four  crews 
pulled  off  on  this  district  yesterday.  Pros- 
pects good  for  doing  considerable  effective 
work  next  few  days.” 


From  Smithfield,  Texas. 
“One  telegrapher  employed  at  Houston 
and  a student  going  to  Troy.  Committees 
after  them.  Katy  again  closed  for  third 
time.  No  other  change.  Men  are  firm.” 
“To  those  of  little  faith  we  would  put 
the  following  questions: 

“Is  the  M.,  K.  & T.  making  money  at 
the  present  time?  If  not,  why  not?  Are 
not  competing  lines  congested  with  traf- 
fic and  the  crews  taxed  to  their  physical 
capacity?  If  it  is  true,  are  they  not  doing 
business  the  Katy  should  be  handling? 

“If  the  telegraphers’  strike  is  the  cause  of 
dull  business  and  financial  loss,  is  there  any 
good  reason  why  it  should  not  continue  un- 
til the  company  effects  a satisfactory  set- 
tlement?” 

Besides  these  bulletins  our  representatives 
at  important  points  get  out  daily  circulars 
giving  the  latest  items  of  news,  so  that 
every  man  on  strike  is  kept  informed  as  to 
current  happenings  in  a most  satisfactory 
manner.  The  company  is  unable  to  hire 
competent  men  and  our  committees  are 
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busy  pulling  those  out  that  it  was  able  to  hire. 
The  company  is  pulling  off  train  crews  on 
every  district  because  of  loss  of  business, 
while  competing  lines  have  more  traffic 
than  they  can  handle. 

The  officials  are  out  on  the  line  continu- 
ously trying  to  overcome  the  effects  of  the 
strike.  They  arc  writing  telegraphers 
wherever  they  can  get  their  name  and  ad- 
dress, informing  them  that  the  strike  is  over 
and  that  they  have  good  positions  vacant. 
Many  have  thrown  up  good  positions  on 
these  representations,  and  when  they  learned 
the  truth  that  the  strike  is  still  on  and  never 
had  been  called  off  or  settled  were  very 
much  incensed  at  the  action  of  the  officials, 
and  probably  suits  for  damages  will  follow. 
If  the  officials  and  the  company  maintain 
their  present  attitude  it  is  evidently  the  in- 
tention of  our  men  to  get  just  treatment  or 
squeeze  the  very  existence  out  of  the  Katy 
system. 

The  strike  on  the  St.  Louis  Terminal 
Railroad  Association  lines  is  still  in  effect 
and  has  been  on  since  August  6,  notwith- 
standing the  assertions  of  the  various  of- 
ficials to  the  contrary.  They  have  quite  a 
number  of  scabs  working  behind  drawn 
blinds  and  armed  guards  to  protect  them 
at  all  times  of  the  night  and  day.  The  of- 
ficials are  working  many  of  the  tricks  and 
earning  an  opprobrious  title  thereby  that 
will  stick  to  them  as  long  as  they  live. 

The  telegraphers  on  the  Katy  and  the 
Terminal  have  made  a noble  stand,  and  they 
are  entitled  to  credit  for  it  from  the  entire 
telegraph  fraternity,  because  it  is  by  such 
exhibitions  of  courage  and  determination 
that  true  progress  is  made. 


LABOR  DAY. 

CT  T is  with  keen  expectancy  and  in  the 
(8)  fullness  of  their  hearts  that  the  work- 
^ ers  of  America  greet  each  recurring 
Labor  Day.  It  is  the  day  of  all  days  of 
the  year  dedicated  to  the  brawn  and  brain 
of  the  land.  It  is  the  reminder  of  the  strug- 
gles of  the  past  ages  as  well  as  of  recent 
times,  and  it  affords  a leisure  day  to  review 
the  efforts  made,  the  vantage  ground  gained, 
as  well  as  to  inspire  hope  for  the  future 
progress  and  well  being  of  humanity.  In- 


deed, Labor  Day,  ushered  in  by  the  toilers’ 
efforts  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  ago, 
made  the  rift  in  the  clouds  that  hovered 
over  the  life  of  the  wealth  producers,  and 
gleaming  through  the  vail  of  tears  came 
the  dawn  of  the  new  time,  the  time  of 
which  philosophers  dreamed,  poets  sang 
and  the  workers  struggled  in  pain  and  tra- 
vail from  time  immemorial. 

To-day,  Labor  Day,  1904,  the  toiling 
masses  have  greater  responsibilities  upon 
them  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
labor  movement. 


The  successes  attained  in  the  economic  and 
social  conditions  of  the  workers  are  gener- 
ally recognized  to  be  attributable  to  the  or- 
ganized effort  of  the  workers,  without  the 
sympathy,  aid  or  assistance  of  any  other 
element  in  society,  whether  industrial,  eco- 
nomic, ecclesiastical  or  political.  Yes,  as 
a matter  of  fact,  the  improved  conditions 
have  been  secured,  despite  the  opposition  of 
all  of  them.  Aye,  it  is  the%  recognition  by 
the  capitalist  class,  their  spokesmen,  de- 
fenders and  apologists  that  the  organized 
labor  movement  has  done  so  much  for  the 
working  people ; that  has  aroused  the  keen, 
bitter  and  relentless  antagonism  which  we 
have  had  to  meet  and  withstand  in  recent 
days,  and  which  it  is  our  mission  to  over- 
come, and  which  we  will  overcome  as  sure 
as  the  night  follows  day  and  day  foMows 
night.  The  one  element  alone  which  will 
determine,  is  the  degree  of  organization 
among  the  wage  workers  and  the  tenacity 
with  which  they  will  stand  by  their  organi- 
zation, and  the  high  principles  and  purposes 
which  it  aspires  to  achieve  for  all. 


Within  the  past  twenty  years  a vast  move- 
ment of  the  toilers  has  been  brought  into 
existence.  This  movement  has  been  aided, 
but  not  created,  by  the  efforts  of  any  indi- 
vidual or  coterie  of  individuals.  Its  growth 
and  development  have  been  and  are  due  to 
the  economic  conditions  confronting  the 
workers  who  began  to  realize,  and  to-day 
more  than  ever  realize,  that  their  only  hope 
against  enslavement  and  deterioration,  or  to 
improve  their  material,  moral  and  social 
condition,  to  secure  liberty  and  freedom  for 
themselves  and  their  children  now  and  in 
the  future,  lies  in  organization,  in  unity,  in 
federation  and  solidarity. 
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This  movement  has  grown  into  the  grain, 
make-up  and  character  of  the  working  peo- 
ple of  America.  It  has  demonstrated  its 
beneficent  power  and  influence  in  increasing 
wages,  shortening  the  hours  and  lightening 
the  burdens  of  labor.  It  has  permitted  the 
sunshine  to  enter  the  home  where  gloom 
prevailed,  and  has  encouraged  all  to  look 
forward  and  to  aspire  for  the  better,  the 
new  time. 

The  workers  do  not  underestimate  the  an- 
tagonism confronting  the  movement  of  or- 
ganized labor;  they  fully  appreciate  the  ob- 
stacles which  are  placed  in  the  toilers’  path, 
but  conscious  of  what  has  been  accom- 
plished and  knowing  that  they  would  be 
utterly  without  hope  to  resist  wrong  or  to 
enforce  right  and  justice  unless  tenaciously 
holding  fast  to  their  organization,  the  men 
and  women  of  labor  face  the  future  full  of 
confidence  in  the  triumph  of  their  cause, 
the  cause  of  humanity. 

Of  course  a branch  of  organized  labor 
has  here  and  there  been  defeated  in  a con- 
test. As  a matter  of  fact,  there  never  yet 
has  been  a struggle  of  any  sort  but  what 
it  has  had  its  setback.  On  the  whole, 
though,  the  labor  movement  is  constantly 
moving  onward  and  upward.  The  greatest 
advantages  and  victories  are  those  which  go 
unheralded  to  the  world,  but  which  the 
workers  secure  and  enjoy.  Even  in  those 
defeats  which  do  occur  (and  which  our  ene- 
mies take  great  pains  to  not  only  exagger- 
ate, but  to  loudly  and  boastingly  proclaim), 
aye,  even  then,  organized  labor  closes  up  the 
ranks,  and  declares  that  though  defeated  we 
are  not  conquered  and  prepares  for  a better 
and  greater  effort  looking  toward  advance- 
ment, improvement  and  success. 

All  hail.  Labor  Day,  1904!  May  thy  lus- 
ter and  light,  and  the  luster  and  light  of  the 
days  and  years  to  come,  radiate  in  the  full 
fruition  of  that  New  Time,  the  dawn  of 
which  came  as  the  ray  of  hope  in  the  life 
of  Labor  in  the  long  ago. — Samuel  Gompers 
in  American  Fcdcrationist. 


THE  SANTA  FE  HARD  PRESSED. 

| VER  since  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  Railway  concluded  to  an- 
tagonize organized  labor  it  has  been 
laboring  against  financial  adversity.  It  has 


had  to  publish  decreased  earnings  each 
month  for  a year  past,  as  compared  with 
the  same  month  in  the  previous  year,  but 
there  was  always  a plea  of  avoidance  along 
with  the  publication  that  attributed  the 
cause  of  the  decrease  to  anything  but  the 
antagonism  of  organized  labor. 

Following  is  a copy  of  a circular  issued  by 
the  Freight  Traffic  Manager,  which  has  its 
pathetic  features: 

“The  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe  Rail- 
way System. 

Railway  Exchange,  9 Jackson  Boulevard, 
Chicago. 

Freight  Traffic  Department. 

A.  671. 

Chicago,  August  19,  1904. 

“7 o Employes  of  the  Freight  Traffic  De- 
partment: 

“The  showing  made  by  our  company  for 
a number  of  years  has  been  remarkable  and 
has  excited  favorable  comment  both  from 
the  press  and  from  our  competitors. 

"Every  employe  who  has  faithfully  per- 
formed his  duty  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
it  and  to  feel  that  he  has  aided  in  bring- 
ing about  this  result. 

"For  the  first  time  in  several  years  our 
earnings  are  showing  a decrease,  and  while 
this  is  the  result  of  natural  causes,  and  is 
believed  to  be  only  temporary,  we  want  to 
make  an  increased  effort  to  overcome  it  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  every  one  can  aid 
in  accomplishing  this. 

“There  is  no  room  in  the  railroad  world 
to-day  for  the  laggard,  and  the  man  who 
is  content  with  doing  as  well  as  his  prede- 
cessor or  as  he  did  a year  ago.  or  who  is 
satisfied  if  no  particular  fault  is  found  with 
his  work,  will  soon  become  a back  number. 
What  is  wanted  is  men  who  think  and  who 
take  the  same  interest  in  the  company’s  wel- 
fare as  they  would  in  their  own  private  busi- 
ness. 

“Promotion  on  the  Atchison  road  comes 
from  merit,  and  while  it  may  be  slow,  as  it 
is  with  all  great  corporations,  it  will  come 
in  time  if  earned. 

“Every  employe,  no  matter  what  his  posi- 
tion, can  add  to  the  company’s  popularity 
and  help  increase  its  business.  Criticisms 
as  to  present  methods,  or  suggestions  look- 
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ing  to  improvement,  when  made  to  your 
immediate  superior,  will  be  cheerfully  re- 
ceived and  carefully  considered. 

“Our  business  comes  from  the  public,  and 
our  prosperity  is  measured  by  their  desire 
to  favor  us,  and  we  should  look  after  their 
interests  in  every  proper  way. 

I would  earnestly  urge  you  to  use  every 
effort  possible  to  legitimately  increase  our 
business. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  B.  Bidler, 
Freight  Traffic  Manager.” 


The  machinists  are  still  battling  for  their 
rights  on  the  Santa  Fe  system,  and  will 
eventually  wm  their  contentions  or  put  the 
road  out  of  business. 

The  telegraphers  and  station  agents  of 
the  country,  who  have  considerable  influ- 
ence in  the  routing  of  through  freight  and 
passenger  business,  despise  the  Santa  Fe 
management  for  its  many  acts  of  meanness 
to  men  in  their  class,  and  therefore  do  any- 
thing but  promote  its  interests. 

There  will  be  no  hope  for  the  Santa  Fe 
until  it  gets  a more  liberal  management. 
The  time  for  old  fogyism,  whose  chief  aim 
in  existence  is  to  decrease  the  current  pay- 
roll, has  passed  away.  Liberality  begets 
liberality,  and  no  corporation  can  afford  to 
array  itself  against  the  hosts  of  organized 
labor,  no  matter  how  much  its  capital  stock 
or  the  dimensions  of  its  surplus. 


“THE  LAST  STRAW.” 

VERYBODY  knows  about  the  woes 
of  the  station  agent  at  small  places 
where  only  one  man  is  employed 
to  do  everything.  He  has  been  depicted 


loaded  down  with  switch  lights,  brooms, 
scrubbing  brushes,  United  States  mail 
sacks,  tariff  sheets,  general  orders  and  so 
on,  but  now  a new  use  has  been  found  for 
him.  He  can  be  used  to  collect  debts  and 
make  people  return  borrowed  articles.  This 
is  the  way  it  is  done: 

Philadelphia,  August  8,  1904. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Town , Adams  Express  Company, 
Philadelphia: 

Dear  Sir. — Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
instruct  your  agent  in  Slocombe,  Ala.,  to 
call  upon  Dr.  W.  A.  Hooten,  of  that  city, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  for  return  to 
this  office  the  following  books : 

Hare’s  System  of  Therapeutics,  vols.  1 
to  hi.  (3  vols.) 

Dunglison’s  Medical  Dictionary. 

The  volumes  may  not  be  handed  to  your 
representative  in  proper  shape  for  their  long 
journey,  and  if  necessary  we  shall  be  glad 
to  have  you  see  that  they  are  carefully 
packed  before  forwarding,  a service  for 
which  we  will  honor  a small  “expense” 
when  presented.  If,  however,  Dr.  W.  A. 
Hooten  refuses  to  surrender  our  property, 
will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  obtain  for  us  a 
prompt  and  conclusive  report  regarding  the 
efforts  made  to  obtain  it?  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation  of  your  prompt  and  effective 
attention  to  the  matter,  we  are, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Lea  Brothers  & Co. 
Agent,  Slocombe , Ala.: 

Please  comply  and  advise 
Yours  truly, 

N.  J.  Towne, 
General  Agent. 

A standing  reward  should  be  offered  to 
encourage  genius  to  devise  other  useful 
methods  of  using  the  country  station  agent. 
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Who  said  the  Meat  Trust  was  organized 
to  increase  wages? 


The  Katy  strike  is  the  longest  one  on 
record  for  the  telegraphers. 


Eventually  every  railroad  in  the  country 
will  be  either  on  the  fair  or  unfair  list  of 
the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers.  But 
each  company  will  have  a chance  to  go  on 
either  one  or  the  other  before  it  is  an  ac- 
complished fact. 


If  “Katy”  gets  a divorce  from  the  Order 
who  will  pay  the  alimony? 


The  General  Committee  on  the  Katy  Sys- 
tem deliberated  over  its  grievances  for  eight 
months  before  it  reached  for  its  club. 


The  telegraphers  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
& Texas  Railway  and  the  St.  Louis  Termi- 
nals are  putting  up  a splendid  fight  not  only 
for  themselves,  but  all  other  telegraphers. 


This  number  of  The  Railroad  Telegra- 
pher goes  only  to  those  members  who  have 
paid  dues  for  the  current  term  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1904.  Those  who  are  shy  will 
be  short. 


Telegraphers  seeking  employment  should 
stay  away  from  St.  Louis  and  vicinity  until 
the  present  troubles  are  settled.  When 
positions  are  offered  inquiries  should  be 
made  at  O.  R.  T.  headquarters  before  they 
are  accepted. 


The  strikes  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railway  and  the  St.  Louis  Terminal 
Railroad  Association  lines  are  still  on,  and 
all  telegraphers  should  give  them  a wide 
berth  until  after  the  strikes  are  declared  off 
by  the  Order.  * 

The  telegraphers  employed  by  the  St. 
Louis  Railroad  Terminal  Association  have 
been  trying  to  get  recognition  for  nearly 
two  years.  The  officials  are  trying  to  run 
the  plant  now,  and  the  strike  will  probably 
last  until  next  spring. 


Many  telegraphers  have  resigned  good 
positions  and  made  their  way  to  St.  Louis 
to  accept  positions  with  the  Katy  and  St. 
Louis  Terminals  on  the  representations  of 
the  officials  that  “they  have  declared  the 
strike  off.”  It’s  a nervy  proceeding,  show- 
ing in  what  estimation  they  hold  the  general 
run  of  telegraphers. 


The  telegraphers  of  the  United  States. 
Canada,  Mexico  and  other  countries  are 
not  forgetting  the  Santa  Fe.  The  machin- 
ists are  still  on  strike  there  and  what  loco- 
motives are  in  use  are  hammering  them- 
selves into  inocuous  desuetude.  The  com- 
pany’s earnings  are  falling  off  remarkably, 
but  their  stock  is  booming  because  other 
powerful  interests  are  trying  to  get  control 
of  the  company.  It’s  a great  game,  and  in- 
teresting. 


In  the  advertisement  of  the  Locke  Adder, 
which  appeared  last  month,  a typographical 
error  crept  in.  The  General  Agent  is  Broth- 
er R.  F.  Glenn  of  B.  R.  & P.  System,  Divi- 
sion No.  92,  located  at  22454  Torrence 
street,  Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  but  the  typo 
made  it  “Slenn.”  The  Locke  Adder  is  a 
calculating  machine  that  adds,  multiplies 
and  divides  correctly  and  expeditiously.  It 
is  a labor  saver,  as  well  as  a cure  for  brain 
fag.  It  does  the  work  of  expensive  calcu- 
lators, although  it  only  costs  five  dollars. 


What  slush  these  newspapers  indulge  in 
about  strikes,  especially  those  that  have  not 
proven  wholly  successful.  Many  of  them 
have  recently  referred  to  the  packing  house 
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strike  as  an  antiquated  method  of  reaching 
an  agreement.  They  point  out  that  good- 
will, good  temper  and  practical  wisdom  are 
better  methods.  They  seldom  mention  any- 
thing about  the  hundreds  of  cases  that  are 
settled  along  such  lines  every  year.  They 
ignore  the  fact  that  if  jt  were  not  for  the 
strike  and  the  boycott  that  committees  of 
wage  earners  would  seldom  if  ever  be  re- 
ceived by  the  employer.  They  say  public 
sentiment  demands  pacific  methods.  The 
fact  is  the  public  has  not  been  heard  from 
on  the  subject  as  yet.  It  seems  to  know  lit- 
tle about  the  wage  question  and  cares  less, 


otherwise  political  platforms  would  have 
planks  made  of  it  and  congressional  repre- 
sentatives would  have  measures  framed  re- 
garding it.  It  is  only  by  war,  active  and 
passive,  on  the  part  of  the  wage  earner  that 
he  will  get  his  case  before  the  public. 

Brother  L.  W.  Quick,  editor  and  mana- 
ger, being  still  out  on  the  “firing  line,”  ac- 
counts for  any  shortcomings  in  this  issue 
of  The  Railroad  Telegrapher.  After  the 
strikes  are  settled  the  publication  will  make 
good. 
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PERSONAL  MENTION 


The  following  births  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher: 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Lautz,  of  Durant, 
Iowa,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  S.  J.  Korf,  of  Elgin, 
Okla.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  Patton,  of  Ottawa, 
Ont.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Smiley,  of  Worth- 
ington, Ohio,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Alexander,  of 
Jonesboro,  Ark.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  Kingman,  Jr., 
of  Selby,  S.  D.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Arnott,  of  Shel- 
lon,  W.  Va.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Kalbach,  of 

Hampstead,  Md.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  John  Sauer,  of  Conway 
Springs,  Kan.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Goodwin,  of 

Rombauer,  Mo.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Shier,  of  Bing- 
ham Lake,  Minn.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Jarnagin,  of  Crys- 
tal Springs,  Miss.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Thos.  C.  Phillips,  of 
Girard  Manor,  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Warner,  of 

Bingham  Lake,  Minn.,  a girl. 


The  following  marriages  have  been  re- 
ported since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegra- 
pher: 

At  Palermo,  Kan.,  Bro.  Louis  C.  Mather, 
of  Div.  26,  to  Miss  Maude  Gilbert. 

At  Bethel,  Minn.,  Bro.  M.  E.  Bean,  of 
Div.  107,  to  Miss  Grace  Fern  Fitch. 


At  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Bro.  E.  R.  Gosh- 
ert,  of  Div.  17,  to  Miss  Sue  A.  Little. 

At  Fresno,  Cal.,  Bro.  Joseph  G.  Rickels, 
of  Div.  53,  to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Lawry. 

At  Atlanta,  Ind.,  Bro.  R.  P.  Valmestach. 
of  Div.  120,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Vogler. 

At  Middleville,  Mich.,  Bro.  D.  F.  Wilson, 
of  Div.  70,  to  Miss  Mabel  Southwisk. 

At  Roscommon,  Mich.,  Bro.  W.  M.  Re- 
minder, of  Div.  16,  to  Miss  Kate  Lynch. 

At  Conway  Springs,  Kan.,  Bro.  J.  W. 
Wing,  of  Div.  31,  to  Miss  Maud  Fowler. 

At  Stittville,  N.  Y.,  Bro.  G.  R.  Williams, 
of  Div.  13,  to  Miss  Dorothy  E.  Robertson. 

At  Pueblo,  Colo.,  Bro.  J.  C.  Allen,  of  Div. 
31,  to  Sister  Sina  J.  Galee,  also  of  Div.  31. 

At  New  Albin,  Iowa,  Bro.  Ralph  D. 
Luther,  of  Div.  76,  to  Miss  Sadie  F.  Bots- 
ford. 

At  Keokuk,  Iowa,  Bro.  C.  W.  Ott,  of  the 
Grand  Division,  to  Miss  Artebiebe  Swaf- 
ford. 

At  Green  River,  Wyo.,  Bro.  H.  L.  Hoov- 
er, of  the  Grand  Division,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Reese. 

The  Telegrapher  extends  congratula- 
tions to  the  happy  couples. 


The  following  deaths  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  isue  of  The  Telegrapher: 

At  Hoffmans,  N.  Y.,  Bro.  John  Hoffman, 
of  Div.  90. 

At  Laredo,  Texas,  James  Malcolm  Dan- 
iel, Jr.,  son  of  J.  M.  Daniel,  of  Div.  25. 

The  bereaved  relatives  have  the  sympathy 
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WANTED. 

Present  address  of  Thos.  G.  Mulhern. 
Address  J.  P.  Kennedy, 

Estancia,  N.  M. 

Present  address  of  J.  D.  Kincaid,  and 
greatly  oblige,  G.  P.  Casey, 

Castle  Rock,  Utah. 

Copies  from  train  orders  from  every  road 
in  North  America;  will  gladly  exchange. 

E.  W.  Young,  Groveton,  N.  H. 

Copy  of  any  train  order  from  each  road 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

R.  McMahon, 
Hazebrigg,  Ind. 

Present  address  of  Operator  E.  J.  Devor, 
last  heard  of  in  Oklahoma  City  in  April, 
1904.  W.  S.  Long, 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Present  address  of  the  following:  J.  P. 
Wilson,  J.  D.  King,  A.  G.  Gilliland  and  H. 
P.  Bishop.  E.  E.  Ely, 

Box  72,  Cameron,  Texas. 

Present  address  of  M.  K.  Davis,  last 
heard  of  working  on  Salt  Lake  cut-off. 
Davis,  if  you  see  this,  write  me. 

Chris  Erland, 
Loray,  Nev.  P.  O.  Toano. 

Present  address  of  Operator  G.  O.  Dull, 
last  heard  of  at  Enderlin,  N.  D.  Also  ad- 
dress of  J.  H.  Stout,  last  heard  of  at  Bir- 
mingham, Ala.  Wire  me  Warrenville. 
S.  C.  “S.” 

Present  address  of  Charley  L.  Daniel, 
last  heard  from  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  His 
mother  very  anxious  to  hear  from  him.  Ad- 
dress J.  M.  Daniel, 

Laredo,  Texas. 

Present  address  of  John  Wesley  Thomas, 
last  heard  of  was  in  Texas.  If  you  see 
this,  Johnny,  write  me;  something  of  im- 
portance to  you.  J.  F.  Gough, 

Bear,  Del. 

Present  address  of  F.  C.  Falvey,  operator. 
Last  heard  of  in  Shreveport,  La.  Ed.,  if 
you  see  this,  write  me  at  Rifle,  Colo.,  care 
D.  & R.  G.  Ry.  Important. 

A.  S.  Dorsey. 

Present  address  of  J.  O.  Davison,  last 
heard  of  with  the  C.  B.  & Q.  at  Murray, 


Iowa.  “J,”  if  you  see  this  write  your  old 
pal:  have  important  news  for  you. 

L.  E.  Aldrich,  Summit,  111. 

Present  address  of  Arthur  T.  Lee,  last 
heard  of  working  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  in 
Ontario.  Art.,  if  you  see  this  please  write 
me,  care  N.  P.  Genl.  Offs.,  Helena.  Mont. 

D.  A.  Boyd. 

Present  address  of  N.  E.  Reynolds,  last 
heard  of  at  Newfoundland,  Nev.,  on  Union 
Pacific.  N.  E.,  if  you  see  this,  write  me  at 
Columbia  Falls,  Mont.,  Great  Northern. 

H.  M.  Luttrell. 

Present  address  of  D.  H.  Bentz,  last 
heard  of  was  working  for  Cerro  de  Pasco 
Railway  Company  in  Froya,  Republic  of 
Peru.  J.  E.  Coss, 

Care  Southern  Pacific, 
Hermosillo,  Sonora,  Mex. 

Present  address  of  G.  T.  Hoge,  last  heard 
of  working  fcr  N.  & W.  R.  R.  at  Ingle 
Side,  W.  Va.  “TN,”  if  you  see  this,  write 
me  quick.  Important. 

W.  C.  Robin ett. 

Paw  Paw,  W.  Va. 

Present  address  of  Operator  J.  F.  Abbott, 
last  heard  of  was  at  Henry,  Okla.  “Red,” 
if  you  see  this,  would  advise  you  to  write 
me,  fully  explaining.  Delay  may  prove 
detrimental.  W.  H.  Cook, 

Tularosa,«N.  M. 

Present  address  of  A.  B.  Smith,  night 
operator  at  Dixon,  Mo.,  for  the  Frisco  in 
July,  1894.  Also  present  address  of  R.  Her- 
zog. last  heard  from  at  Moran,  Mich.,  for 
D.  S.  S.  & A.  E.  Herzog, 

Lintonville,  Minn. 

Present  address  of  E.  Lockman,  last 
heard  of  on  C.  M.  & St.  P.  Ry. 

Miss  Laura  Powell. 
Buena  Vista,  Colo. 

Present  address  of  Harry  Naylor,  last 
heard  of  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Address  me 
care  S.  P.  Ry.,  Tucson,  Ariz.  “Dilly 

Present  address  of  W.  A.  Hanna,  last 
heard  of  at  Ocala,  Nev.,  during  construction 
of  Reno  cut-off  on  S.  P.  If  you  see  this, 
“H,M  drop  me  a line.  Also  address  of  W.  L 
Ganiev,  last  heard  of  at  Wadsworth,  Nev.. 
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with  S.  P.  in  November,  1902.  Let’s  hear 
from  you,  “Q.”  R.  B.  Stuart, 

Wireless  Telegraph  Station, 

P.  O.  Box  307,  Vallejo,  Cal. 

Present  address  of  my  brother,  Tom  Pa- 
tillo,  last  heard  of  at  Texarkana,  'Texas; 
sent  you  letter  to  Texarkana,  but  same  was 
returned.  Tom,  if  you  see  this,  please 
write,  as  I am  still  in  bad  health.  Any  in- 
formation will  be  appreciated. 

R.  Patillo, 
Valentine,  Texas. 

Present  address  and  occupation  of  J.  V. 
Huffmaster,  who  ran  as  mail  agent  some 
years  ago  in  Texas  and  later  worked  as 
operator  on  Santa  Fe  in  Kansas.  Any  in- 
formation will  greatly  oblige, 

N.  E.  Reynolds, 
Newfoundland,  Utah, 

Via  Tacoma,  Nev. 


LOST  OR  STOLEN. 

Card  No.  1231,  Cert.  406,  Div.  129,  for 
the  term  ending  December  31,1904. 

Card  No.  1941 5,  Cert.  9224,  Grand  Divi- 
sion, for  the  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  1578,  Cert.  415,  Div.  32,  for  the 
term  ending  December  31,  1904. 


NOTICE. 

Bro.  Fred  Johnson,  a member  of  St.  Louis 
Div.  No.  2,  a train  despatcher  and  one  of 
the  Terminal  strikers,  has  concluded  to  quit 
railroading  and  has  gone  into  the  hotel  busi- 
ness. He  is  now  proprietor  of  the  Wood- 
ford Hotel,  Fifteenth  and  Market  streets, 
three  blocks  east  of  the  Union  Statipn  at 
St.  Louis.  He  has  elegant  rooms  from  75 
cents  up.  Brothers  and  friends  visiting  the 
World’s  Fair  should  give  him  a call. 


B.  A.  Miller.  J.  B.  Sughrvb.  K.  B.  Davidson.  C.  V.  Graham. 
“Sunny  Jim,"  Baggagemaster. 


CAMBRIDGE.  ON  THE  B.  & O. 
SOLID  O.  R.  [T. 


Don’t  weaken ; persistence  wins. 

* * * 

The  future  awaits  its  architects. 

* * * 

A barber  supplies  conversation  at  cut 
rates. 

* * * 

No  estate  can  make  him  rich  that  has  a 
poor  heart. 

* * * 

A day  without  a good  deed  leaves  you 
you  in  debt. 

* * * 

Never  lay  down  the  gun  until  the  last 
shot  is  gone. 

* * * 

There  is  no  good  without  evil,  and  seldom 
evil  without  good. 

♦ * * 

It  is  only  to-morrow’s  burdens  that  break 
the  back  of  to-day. 

* * * 

If  in  union  there  is  strength,  union  with 
enthusiasm  is  stronger. 

* * * 

The  more  honesty  a man  has,  the  less 
he  affects  the  air  of  a saint. 

* * * 

When  a man  starts  out  to  paint  the  vil- 
lage he  never  uses  water  colors. 

* * * 

A “reputation”  is  to  a man  what  a sail 
is  to  a boat.  It  pushes  him  along. 

* * * - 

After  looking  upon  the  wine  when  it  is 
red  many  a bookkeeper  loses  his  balance. 

* * * 

Poverty  is  a curse,  and  the  poorest  man 
is  the  paltry  soul  with  a lot  of  money. 


What  kind  of  heroes  do  the  doctors  who 
tell  us  to  avoid  iced  drinks  think  we  are  ? 

* * + 

The  country’s  locomotives  number  41,000, 
of  which  10,000  are  equipped  for  passenger 
service. 

* * * 

Some  men  are  no  bigger  than  their  bluff, 
and  when  that’s  called  they  are  nothing. — 
Schoolmaster. 

* * * 

A man  should  serve  an  apprenticeship  in 
trades-unionism  before  he  poses  as  an  au- 
thority on  the  labor  movement. 

* * * 

An  exchange  says  that  when  a man  con- 
structs air  castles  he  is  apt  to  have  lofty 
views. 

* * * 

Give  your  employer  full  measure  of  your 
work,  and  see  that  he  does  the  same  for 
you  in  the  matter  of  your  pay. 

♦ * * 

It  is  now  possible  to  stretch  a man  sev- 
eral inches  by  a machine,  but  the  old  way  of 
pulling  his  leg  is  still  popular. 

* * * 

If  the  scientific  notion  that  there  are 
germs  in  kisses  is  true,  then  it  proves  that 
germs  have  great  discrimination. 

* * * 

Ruskin  says  “It  is  only  by  labor  that 
thought  can  be  made  healthy,  and  only  by 
thought  that  labor  can  be  made  happy.” 


* * * 


The  newspapers  seem  to  be  much  inter- 
ested in  publishing  statistics  showing  the 
enormous  sums  of  money  lost  in  wages  to 
the  workingmen  when  on  strike.  But  when 
wages  cease  on  account  of  a lay-off,  no  com- 


ment is  made. 
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Some  men  who  recall  with  pride  how  they 
earned  their  first  dollar  would  hesitate  to 
let  the  world  know  just  how  they  earned 
the  most  of  their  dollars. 

* * * 

Base  ball  has  been  introduced  in  Japan. 
The  Japs  being  mere  imitators,  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  there  is  trouble 
ahead  for  their  umpires. 

* * * 

The  Atlanta  Constitution  thinks  that  a 
pretty  face  will  cure  a broken  heart.  Only 
trouble  is  that  it  often  breaks  the  party 
of  the  second  part  in  the  operation. 

* * * 

Texas  and  Louisiana  bayous,  considered 
worthless  ten  years  ago,  now  yield  over 
$25,000,000  in  rice.  No  spot  on  the  earth 
is  worthless  when  the  secret  of  its  use  is 
discovered. 

♦ * * 

Since  Porto  Rico  became  a possession  of 
the  United  States,  fifty  labor  unions  have 
been  formed  on  the  island,  most  of  the 
organizations  being  chartered  by  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor. 

* * * 

Co-operation  has  proved  a great  success 
in  England.  The  co-operative  societies  did 
a business  in  1903  that  aggregated  $446,- 
081,115,  and  the  net  profits  were  $493°°.- 
000.  or  36J/2  per  cent  of  the  share  capital  in- 
volved. 

* * * 

Trades  unions  have  outlived  the  experi- 
mental stage  and  are  now  grounded  on  a 
basis  as  solid,  as  lasting  and  as  permanent 
as  is  the  rock  of  adamant.  They  have  in- 
creased wages,  shortened  the  hours  of  labor 
and  otherwise  materially  advanced  and  pro- 
tected the  best  interests  of  labor. 

* * * 

One  result  of  emigration  from  Sweden 
is  to  raise  the  wages  for  those  farm  labor- 
ers who,  a few  years  ago,  were  paid  150 
and  200  kr.  a year,  now  receive  350  kr.  and 
upward.  Boys  of  15  now  obtain  as  much  as 
a full-grown  man  did  a few  years  ago,  and 
the  wages  of  house  servants  have  doubled 
in  a short  time. 


The  fattest  boy  in  the  world  is  William 
Harris  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  He  is  16  years 
of  age,  weighs  595  pounds  and  is  5 feet  4 
inches  in  height.  His  waist  measurement 
is  7 1 inches  and  his  chest  measurement  67 
inches.  His  thigh  measurement  is  44  inches 
and  his  calf  measurement  22  inches. 

* * * 

In  San  Francisco  a judge  fined  a police- 
man named  Fogarty  for  an  assault  upon  a 
union  picket.  The  judge  declared  the  as- 
sault entirely  unprovoked  and  unnecessary. 
San  Francisco  has  a branch  of  the  Parry 
alliance  to  preserve  law  and  order.  The 
alliance  paid  Fogarty’s  fine. 


G.  W.  L.  Brown, 

Who  was  recently  expelled  from  the  Order  of 
Railroad  Telegraphers  for  conduct  unbecom- 
ing a member. 


Col.  William  Dorris  of  Huntington,  Pa., 
enjoys  the  rare  distinction  of  traveling  upon 
a Pennsylvania  Railroad  pass  issued  in 
1850,  which  is  without  limit.  This  pass  is 
a curiosity,  having  on  it,  in  addition  to  the 
necessary  wording,  the  picture  of  an  engine 
and  two  cars,  which  now  appear  unique. 
The  engine  is  anything  but  modern,  and  the 
coaches  have  the  old  time  “possum  belly” 
in  which  baggage  was  carried.  The  Colonel 
retains  this  pass  because  he  was  one  of  the 
original  shareholders  of  the  company. 
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A START  ON  THE  “Q.”  THAT  ENDED 
ON  THE  “C.  P.” 

^ TT  is  useless  to  discuss  the  question 
(D  any  further,  George.  You  know  I 
^ cannot  throw  up  my  position  here 
while  I have  mother  to  support.” 

“But,  Bella,  you  promised  to  set  the  day 
half  a dozen  times,  and  now  that  I have 
a good  station  out  on  the  Extension  there 
will  be  plenty  of  room  for  mother  with  us.” 
George  Stanley  had  been  day  telegrapher 
at  the  “Junction”  for  nearly  three  years, 
and  pretty  Isabella  Green  had  been  holding 
down  the  night  trick  for  two  years,  when 
George  received  word  of  his  promotion. 

Isabella  had  no  thought  of  breaking  her 
engagement,  but  the  god,  “Ambition,”  was 
a ruling  power  in  her  heart  just  now,  and 
visions  of  future  greatness  in  her  chosen 
profession  drowned  the  small  voice  of  love 
that  spoke  out  from  the  depth  of  her  warm 
heart,  and  she  again  put  off  naming  the 
happy  day  when  these  two  were  to  join 
hands  for  time  and  eternity. 

“I  must  have  my  final  answer  before  I go 
west  to-morrow,”  George  replied.  With  a 
toss  of  her  little  brown  head  and  her 
dimpled  chin  a trifle  too  high  in  the  air, 
Isabella  declared  her  decision  was  final  at 
present. 

Neither  one  knew  just  how  it  happened, 
but  half  an  hour  later  George  found  himself 
at  the  hotel  hastily  packing  his  trunk  and 
Bella's  engagement  ring  was  safely  stored 
away  with  the  balance  of  his  possessions. 
He  did  not  report  for  duty  the  following 
morning,  as  his  successor  was  already  on 
hand,  and  instead  of  starting  for  his  new 
* station  as  expected  he  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion to  the  division  superintendent  and 
started  immediately  for  Winnipeg.  A week 
later  he  was  speeding  on  his  way  to  take 
charge  of  a station  on  the  Extension,  500 


miles  northwest  of  that  point.  The  little 

village  of  A was  a thriving  and  busy 

little  town  of  1,000  people  situated  on  the 
banks  of  a large  river  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  The  line  was  building  still 
farther  west  into  the  coal  fields. 

George’s  departure  was  a surprise  to 
Bella,  and  the  gloomy  little  office  became 
almost  a prison  cell  to  her.  Instead  of 
George’s  cheery  “Hello,  Bella,”  she  met  the 
simpering  evening  salutation  of  the  new 
man  with  a feeling  of  disgust,  and  by  the 
time  she  had  swept  the  floor  and  opened 
the  doors  and  windows  to  free  the  room  of 
foul  tobacco  smoke,  and  often  the  fumes 
of  something  worse,  she  began  to  realize 
that  there  is  a difference  in  people. 

Poor  Bella  heard  nothing  from  George, 
and  no  one  in  town  even  knew  where  he 
had  gone. 

Summer  finally  wore  away  and  one  day 
early  in  November  she  received  a very  polite 
little  notice  from  the  division  superintendent 
that  a night  passenger  train  would  be  put 
on  in  a short  time,  and  as  there  would  be 
considerable  heavy  baggage  to  handle  dur- 
ing the  night  it  was  thought  best  to  put 
a man  in  charge  of  the  night  office  at  the 
Junction.  There  was  no  place  where  they 
could  use  her  at  present,  but  they  hoped 
to  be  able  to  give  her  a position  again  very 
soon. 

Bella  waited  in  vain  till  Christmas  time, 
and  still  no  opening,  and  her  scanty  means 
were  nearly  exhausted. 

After  writing  to  various  places  she  got 
an  offer  of  a small  station  on  the  C.  P.  out 
on  the  new  line  at  a little  place  called 

S ^ , thirty  miles  up  the  river  from  Q , 

where  George  was  located. 

S was  a little  mining  station,  and  was 

so  desolate  and  forsaken,  save  for  a lot  of 
rough  miners,  that  the  company  found  it 
extremely  hard  to  keep  a man  there.  Feb- 
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ruary  ist  found  Bella  and  her  mother  in- 
stalled in  the  little  depot  at  S . 

She  was  bitterly  disappointed  in  losing 
her  former  position,  and  George’s  absence 
and  continued  silence  caused  her  many  a 
heartache,  though  she  did  not  blame  him 
for  going  when  she  remembered  how 
patiently  he  had  waited  for  her  final  an- 
swer. 

The  next  day  after  their  arrival  a heavy 
snow-storm  set  in,  which  lasted  several 
days  and  blocked  the  entire  line. 


waters.  The  Chinook  winds  from  the 
Western  coast  arc  little  understood  by  those 
living  on  the  Eastern  slope  of  the  moun- 
tain range  through  which  the  railroad 
passes,  fifty  miles  east  of  Q . 

These  warm  winds  came  down  upon  the 
snow  within  three  days  after  the  storm  had 
abated.  At  the  end  of  a week  there  were 
thousands  of  little  rivulets  coming  down 
the  mountain  and  hillsides.  With  astonish- 
ing rapidity  the  warmer  waters  from  the 
melting  snow  had  eaten  the  ice  out  of  the 


J.  P.  Callicott.  E.  H.  Schulte.  D.  G.  Kaiirs.  J.  H.  Wesner. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  storm  all  west- 
bound trains  were  held  at  Winnipeg,  and 
all  east-bound  trains  finally  got  through  the 
second  day. 

When  the  storm  cleared  there  was  not 
a train  on  the  Extension,  and  snow  was 
piled  up  from  three  to  twenty  feet  high  the 
entire  distance. 

It  was  five  weeks  before  the  first  train 

got  through  to  S , and  during  that  time 

the  surrounding  country  had  been  trans- 
formed from  the  waste  of  snow  to  the  more 
terrible  dangers  of  an  irresistible  flood  of 


river  bed.  Isabella  and  her  mother  awoke 
one  morning  to  find  that  the  river  had 
over-flowed  its  banks  and  was  already  two 
feet  deep  around  the  depot. 

The  alarm  had  been  sounded  during  the 
night,  and  the  miners  had  all  escaped  to 
the  higher  ground,  but  through  some  over- 
sight no  word  had  been  sent  to  the  women 
in  the  depot. 

By  noon  there  was  four  feet  of  water  in 
the  office  and  they  had  retired  to  the  upper 
rooms.  There  was  no  means  of  escape, 
nothing  remained  to  do  but  wait. 
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Before  -daylight  the  following  morning 
they  were  awakened  by  the  rocking  and 
swaying  of  the  depot.  When  daylight  broke 
they  were  out  in  the  middle  of  the  river 
and  drifting  helplessly  down  stream.  Luck- 
ily there  was  a quantity  of  mining  machin- 
ery in  the  freight  house  and  the  weight 
was  sufficient  to  keep  the  building  from 
capsizing. 

George  and  a few  townspeople  were  out 
on  the  platform  one  afternoon  watching  the 
river  as  it  rushed  by  carrying  a never- 
ending  mass  of  floating  debris. 

Suddenly  a shout  went  up  from  one  of 
the  party  as  a huge  black  object  swung 
around  a bend  in  the  river  half  a mile 
above. 

When  the  building  came  past  the  landing 
George  saw  two  frightened  forms  crouching 
down  at  one  of  the  windows,  which  was 
nearly  submerged  in  the  roaring  flood. 

George  siezed  the  paddles  in  a nearby 
boat  and  hurried  after  the  disappearing 
wreckage.  His  companions  tried  to  grasp 
the  bow  of  his  boat  in  time  to  prevent 
him  going,  and  cried  out  that  it  was  mad- 
ness to  follow  in  that  frail  craft.  Just  as 
darkness  began  to  settle  down  he  had  man- 
aged to  get  near  enough  to  one  of  the 
windows  to  grasp  the  sills  and  break  a 
glass  out  and  lay  hold  of  the  window 
frame. 

Bella  and  her  mother  were  completely 
exhausted  from  fear  and  exictement,  and 
had  lain  down  for  a nap,  and  were  sleeping 
so  soundly  that  the  noise  and  uproar  were 
soon  forgotten. 

George  succeeded  in  getting  inside  and 
looked  in  all  the  rooms  but  one  without 
finding  a soul.  He  then  began  calling 
loudly,  fearing  that  the  inmates  had  been 
lost  overboard.  After  what  seemed  an  age 
the  door  in  a corner  bed-room  finally 
opened  and  two  pale,  frightened  faces  peered 
out  in  the  semi-darkness. 

George  found  a lamp  and  struck  a light 
and  went  forward  to  inspect  the  occupants 
of  the  floating  depot  building. 

A sudden  piercing  scream  and  he  almost 
upset  the  lamp — “Oh,  George !” 

“Why,  Bella ! In  Heaven’s  name  what 
does  this  mean?” 


But  Bella  was  only  human  and  feminine 
at  that,  and  she  toppled  right  over  in  his 
arms  without  another  word.  When  she 
came  to  George  was  bathing  her  forehead 
with  cold  water,  and  she  gazed  about  in 
a bewildered  way  for  a few  moments  before 
she  remembered  what  had  taken  place. 

“Oh,  George,  I am  so  tired  of  teleg- 
raphing.” 

“Yes,  little  girl,  I am  waiting  your  an- 
swer again.” 

“Is  there  room — ” 

“Yes.  sweetheart,  there  is  room  enough 
for  all  hands.” 

Three  weeks  later  a quiet  little  wedding 

took  place  in  Q , and  George  was  the 

happy  man. 

The  company  has  promised  George  a 
helper  and  Bella  says  that  is  good  enough 
for  her.  Si  Winters. 


WHEN  THE  SLEEPER  AWAKES. 

©Y  common  consent  John  Mason  was 
the  leader  among  the  shopmen  of  the 
P.,  D.  & Q.  railroad.  The  union,  of 
course,  had  its  officials,  but  even  the  officials 
listened  to  the  advice  of  John  Mason.  Nor 
had  he  ever  been  known  to  advise  wrong 
on  matters  pertaining  to  their  individual  or 
union  welfare. 

Cool,  calm,  conservative,  and  industrious 
to  the  last  degree,  John  Mason  was  just  the 
kind  of  a man  to  gain  the  confidence  of  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him.  This  is 
why  the  shopmen  were  depending  on  Mason 
to  lead  them  right  in  the  important  matter 
then  under  discussion. 

For  several  months  the  shopmen  had  been 
considering  the  matter  of  asking  for  higher 
wages.  They  knew  that  they  deserved  an 
increase,  but  experience  had  taught  them 
the  difficulty  of  securing  it  from  the  grasp- 
ing managers,  whose  sole  thought  seemed 
to  be  to  grind  the  employes  down  to  the 
last  notch  and  swell  the  dividends  up  to 
the  highest  notch. 

“We’ve  got  to  move  carefully,  boys,”  said 
Mason  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  that 
had  voted  to  demand  an  increase  and  to 
strike  if  their  demands  were  denied. 
“There’s  a new  influence  at  work  in  behalf 
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of  the  bosses — federal  injunctions.  We’d 
better  do  a little  planning  before  we  act.” 

And  it  was  then  and  there  decided  to 
hold  another  meeting  to  discuss  ways  and 
means  before  the  demand  was  submitted. 

“Boys,”  said  John  Mason,  looking  out 
over  the  sea  of  faces  in  the  hall,  “we  are 
entitled  to  better  wages.  Living  expenses 
have  increased  while  our  wages  have  re- 
mained stationary.  The  road  is  making 
more  money  than  ever  before,  while  the 


to  make  this  demand,  and  that  it  be  given 
authority  to  act  as  it  sees  fit.” 

“We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  John 
Mason,”  shouted  a member.  “I  move  we 
give  the  committee  what  he  asks  for.” 
“Second  the  motion!” 

And  the  motion  carried  unanimously. 
*****  * * 
“Your  honor,”  said  John  Mason,  standing 
before  the  desk  of  Judge  Rightem,  federal 
judge  in  and  for  the  ’Steenth  federal  dis 


K.  A.  Manning.  G.  B.  Nickerson.  J.  A.  Hckcut. 

O.  R.  T.  GROUP  N.  Y.  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R.,  SEYMOUR.  CONN. 


men  are  really  getting  less.  It’s  time  to 
make  the  move  we  long  have  contemplated.” 
“Brother  Mason  is  right.”  said  the  presi- 
dent. “We  have  decided  to  demand  an  in- 
crease and  back  up  our  demand  by  a strike 
if  it  is  refused.  What  is  your  pleasure?” 
“I  move  that — ” began  a member. 

“Just  a moment,  please,  Mr.  President,” 
said  Mason.  “I  want  to  give  a bit  of  ad- 
vice. I am  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
consult  the  management.  I suggest  that 
my  committee  be  given  three  days  in  which 


trict.  “I  am  no  lawyer.  I am  only  a hard- 
working mechanic.  But  I come  here  before 
you  as  the  representative  of  700  mechanics 
employed  in  the  shops  of  the  P.,  D.  & Q. 
railroad.  We  are  not  getting  the  wages  we 
are  entitled  to.  We  want  more. 

“Your  honor,  wre  are  about  to  submit  our 
demands  to  our  employers.  Unless  some- 
thing is  done  our  demands  will  be  refused. 
We  know  that  a hint  of  our  purpose  has 
been  given  to  our  employers  and  we  know 
that  they  have  decided  to  resist  us.  Now — ” 
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“Am  I to  understand  that  your  employers 
have  got  together  and  decided  in  advance  to 
resist  your  demands  for  an  increase  in 
wages ?”  queried  the  judge. 

“I  have  no  direct  knowledge  that  such  is 
the  case,  your  honor,”  replied  Mason.  “But 
I have  heard  it  on  what  I deem  good 
authority  that  such  is  the  decision  already 
made.” 

“Well,  proceed.” 

“Your  honor,  representing  700  fellow- 
workmen,  I have  come  before  you  this 
morning  to  pray  for  a writ  of  injunction.” 

“What  is  the  purpose  of  the  injunction 
you  seek,  Mr.  Mason?” 

“Your  honor,  we  have  been  reading  about 
injunctions  issued  in  cases  similar  to  ours, 
although  we  have  been  unable  to  find  any 
precedent  for  the  one  we  are  about  to  ask. 
Now,  we — ” 

“This  court,  Mr.  Mason,  is  not  bound  by 
precedent.  It  is  bound  only  by  law  and 
justice.” 

“Thank  you,  your  honor.  We  have  learned 
to  believe  as  much,  aiid  that’s  why  we  have 
appeared  before  you.  We  pray  for  the  issu- 
ance of  a writ  restraining  the  company  from 
refusing  to  accede  to  our  demands.” 

“Mr.  Mason,  your  request  is  proper,  and 
a temporary  writ  will  be  issued,  returnable 
within  one  week  from  to-day.  The  man- 
agers of  the  P.  D.  & Q.  railroad  will  be 
cited  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  the 
temporary  order  should  not  be  made  per- 
manent/’ 

“We  thank  you,  your — ” 

“The  court  deserves  no  thanks  for  doing 
its  duty,  Mr.  Mason.  The  court  is  here  to 
deal  out  justice.  If  it  is  proper  for  a court 
to  issue  an  order  restraining  employes  from 
striking  for  higher  wages,  it  is  certainly 
proper  for  a court  to  issue  an  order  re- 
straining employers  from  getting  together 
and  agreeing  to  refuse  a demand  for  higher 
wages.  The  clerk  will  immediately  enter 
the  writ  and  the  marshal  will  see  that  it 
is  served  without  delay  upon  the  managers 
of  the—” 

******* 


"John!  John!  Wake  up,  John!”  cried 
Mrs.  Mason.  “It’s  time  you  were  going  to 
the  union  meeting.” 

“All  right,  Mary.  Jiminy,  I did  not  think 
I had  been  sleeping  so  long.  Well,  good- 
by,  Mary.” 

“What  are  you  going  to  do,  John?” 

“I  guess  we’re  in  for  a long  fight,  my 
dear.  But  we’ve  got  justice  on  our  side  and 
maybe  we’ll  win.” 

“I  hope  so,  John,”  said  Mrs.  Mason, 
wearily,  “but  with  the  power  of  the  courts 
against  you  the  chance  is  slim.” 

“Well,  we’ll  hope  for  the  best,  dear. 
Good-by.” 

******* 

Plodding  sturdily  down  the  street  toward 
the  union  hall,  John  Mason  pondered 
deeply.  Suddenly  he  squared  his  shoulders 
and  clenched  his  fists. 

“That  was  a blamed  funny  dream.  But 
I’ve  often  heard  that  dreams  go  by  con- 
traries, and  I guess  now  that’s  so.” — From 
the  Commoner. 


COMMON  WONDERS. 


WE  read  with  astonishment  the  ac- 
counts of  the  latest  marvels  of 
science — radium  and  polonium. 
These  things,  being  new  and  unusual,  arouse 
our  wonder.  Yet  the  commonest  everyday 
things  which  are  constantly  about  us  have 
wonders  equally  great  to  unfold. 

Ordinary  table  salt  consists  of  two  things. 
One  is  a metal  called  sodium.  This  metal 
is  light  in  weight  and  silvery  white  in 
color.  When  thrown  upon  hot  water  it 
takes  fire. 

The  other  is  a gas  called  chlorine.  This 
gas  is  heavy,  greenish-yellow  in  co^or,  and 
has  a strong,  suffocating  odor.  It  is  a 
deadly  poison. 

Just  think  of  it!  When  this  metal  and 
this  gas  are  made  to  combine  they  form 
common  salt — a necessity  of  life! 


That  same  gas  chlorine  unites  with  quick- 
silver. What  do  you  suppose  is  formed? 
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Calomel — ealomel,  which  can  be  given  to 
babies ! 

These  same  substances,  quicksilver  and 
chlorine,  if  joined  in  another  proportion, 
form  corrosive  sublimate — a deadly  poison ! 

Can  there  be  anything  more  astounding 
than  the  fact  that  calomel  and  corrosive 
sublimate  consist  of  exactly  the  same  things, 
only  in  different  proportions? 

There  is  a gas  called  hydrogen.  It  is  the 
lightest  substance  known.  It  burns  with  a 
blue  flame  and  a slightly  explosive  effect. 

There  is  another  gas  called  oxygen.  It 
is  sixteen  times  as  heavy  as  hydrogen.  It 


Can  there  be  anything  more  wonderful 
than  this?  The  diamond,  the  hardest  sub- 
stance known,  and  the  soft,  black  soot  in 
your  chimney  are  exactly  the  same  thing! 
And  these  two  have  precisely  the  same 
chemical  composition  that  coal,  charcoal, 
graphite  and  boneblack  have. 

Think  of  the  same  substance  being  used 
for  jewelry,  to  cut  glass,  to  burn,  to  write 
with,  to  purify  water,  and  to  decolorize 
molasses ! 

Truly  the  commonest  of  things  present 
marvels  easily  equal  to  those  furnished  by 
radium  or  polonium.  The  wonders  are 
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is  the  substance  which  makes  everything 
burn. 

These  united  give — what  do  you  suppose? 

Water. 

Think  of  that ! Two  gases,  both  of  which 
burn,  form  a liquid  which  destroys  all  fire. 

When  you  burn  coal,  you  burn  diamonds. 

When  you  are  writing  with  a graphite 
pencil  (commonly  misnamed  a lead  pencil) 
you  are  writing  with  a diamond. 

When  a black-faced  comedian  makes  up 
with  burnt  cork,  he  is  smearing  diamond 
dust  on  his  face. 


there,  if  we  will  but  open  our  eyes  to  see 
them. 

Have  you  ever  asked  yourself  such  ques- 
tions as  these : 

Why  docs  a match  burn  when  I strike  it? 

Why  does  gas  keep  on  burning  after  I 
have  taken  the  match  away 

Why  does  iron  rust? 

Why  does  my  body  always  have  about 
the  same  temperature? 

These  things  all  have  the  same  cause. 

What  is  it? — Frederick  E.  Breithut, 
N.  Y.  Journal . 
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A WOMAN  TRAMP. 

HE  agent  at  the  railroad  station  of  a 
little  Western  town  had  just  come 
from  his  dinner  and  stood  gazing 
longingly  up  the  track  toward  the  east, 
when  he  noticed  an  unusual  group  of  people 
trudging  sturdily  along  the  ties  toward  the 
depot.  He  saw  that  there  was  a woman,  a 
boy  of  about  twelve,  a girl  a little  younger 
and  a stout  little  lad  of  about  eight  or 
nine,  all  of  them  carrying  bundles  and 
baskets. 

They  reached  the  platform  in  due  time 
and  walked  into  the  depot  in  a matter-of- 
fact  manner,  set  down  their  bundles  and 
sat  themselves  down  in  the  wooden  seats 
with  an  air  of  relief.  They  all  looked  travel- 
worn  and  very  much  tanned  by  the  sun  and 
the  weather,  but  not  dirty,  and  the  woman 
was  yet  young  and  rather  good  looking, 
with  an  intelligent,  courageous,  amiable 
kind  of  a face.  The  children  were  fair 
looking,  and  seemed  very  self-possessed  and 
quiet,  like  people  of  travel  and  experience. 
The  woman  wiped  her  face  with  a big  blue 
cotton  handkerchief  and  took  up  a basket  on 
her  lap. 

“Well,  young  ’uns,  do  you  want  to  hustle 
for  coffee  and  hot  grub,  or  shall  we  eat 
what  we've  got  now  and  look  out  for  a 
better  supper?” 

“Oh,  let’s  eat  what  we've  got,”  said  the 
elder  boy,  looking  eagerly  at  the  basket, 
while  the  other  two  came  nearer. 

The  mother  uncovered  the  basket  and 
took  out  some  pieces  of  rather  stale  bread, 
some  scraps  of  meat  that  looked  like  the 
leavings  of  a bounteous  table,  and  a bunch 
of  young  onions  with  the  soil  still  clinging 
to  them,  as  though  newly  dug.  These  were 
washed  at  the  hydrant  outside  and  made  a 
fine  relish  for  their  meal. 

After  their  dinner  the  woman  went  up 
to  the  ticket  window  and  asked  for  a box 
of  freight  addressed  to  Abigail  Jennings. 

“Yes,  there  is  such  a box  here.  Are  you 
the  person  named?”  was  the  answer. 

“Yes,  sir,”  and  she  drew  some  letters 
from  her  pocket  in  order  to  identify  herself. 
“It's  billed  from  a town  in  Kansas,  but  it 
came  in  the  first  place  from  Kentucky, 
same  as  we  did.  I and  my  children  have 
walked  nearly  the  whole  distance  from 


there,  and  it’s  nearly  a thousand  miles. 
We’re  going  to  New  Mexico.” 

“What!  Walked?” 

“Yes,  sir;  we’ve  had  a few  short  rides, 
but  mostly  our  feet  have  brought  us.  We’ve 
been  four  months  on  the  way.” 

“Why,  what’s  the  matter  with  the  cars?” 
asked  the  agent. 

“Oh,  they’re  all  right,  but  they’re  not 
for  us.  I had  no  money  for  carfare,  but 
I was  determined  to  make  this  trip,  so  we 
started.  The  longest  part  of  the  journey  is 
over,  but  I ’spec  not  the  hardest.” 

“And  these  children — have  they  walked 
it?” 

“Yes.  sir;  but  the  youngest  boy  and  girl 
have  got  lifts  on  wagons  and  horses  oftener 
than  we  have.” 

“Well,  whatever  induced  you  to  under- 
take such  a journey?  Must  be  something 
more  than  usual.” 

“Yes,  sir,  it  was.”  By  this  time  several 
of  the  railroad  boys  had  come  in  and  were 
standing  about,  somewhat  curious  concern- 
ing the  woman  and  her  children,  and  were 
listening  to  the  conversation. 

"Have  you  any  money  at  all?” 

"Oh,  yes,  a little,  but  it  would  soon  be 
gone  if  we  paid  our  way  altogether.  But 
if  you  want  to  hear  it  I’ll  tell  the  whole 
story  while  I’m  a restin’.  I am  goin'  to 
my  husband,  who  has  a good  place  in  New 
Mexico;  he  says  he  can’t  save  up  m mey 
enough  to  bring  us  all  out  there  fer  a long 
time,  because  he  has  to  pay  fer  board  and 
send  us  a little  to  live  on.  I wasn’t  doin’ 
anything  else,  and  we’re  well  and  strong. 
Why  not  save  the  cost  o’  travelin’  on  the 
cars  and  jus’  walk  it?” 

I will  not  endeavor  to  give  the  story  in 
the  woman’s  own  words ; the  stories  of  un- 
educated people  in  real  life  are  seldom 
coherently  told,  and  the  meaning  comes  out 
full  and  clear  only  after  repeated  question- 
ings and  several  wandering  excursions  over 
the  same  ground,  and  dialect  is  almost 
always  tiresome  to  read,  however  amusing 
it  may  be  to  listen  to. 

It  seems  that  the  husband.  Mr.  Thomas 
Jennings,  had  been  a miner  all  his  life,  and 
had  come  to  Kentucky  from  Pennsylvania 
when  he  was  yet  a boy.  She  was  a miner’s 
daughter  and  had  always  lived  near  mines 
of  some  sort.  |^Th^-%were  married  while 
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both  were  young,  and  he  had  ever  since 
worked  for  one  company.  He  had  been  a 
faithful  and  conscientious  server,  and  no 
one  had  ever  heard  him  grumble  or  com- 
plain even  when  other  men  were  muttering 
threats  of  all  sorts  of  unlikely  things.  There 
came  a time  when  the  mutterings  were 
rather  loud  and  came  to  the  ears  of  the 
employers.  They  wanted  Jennings  to  spy 
upon  his  fellow-workmen  and  report  to 
them  what  he  heard.  This  he  positively  but 
respectfully  refused  to  do.  The  employers 
withdrew  their  favor  and  he  was  quite  sys- 
tematically let  alone. 

After  a time  some  overt  act  was  com- 
mitted— a little  property  was  destroyed,  a 
certain  three  men  were  suspected.  It  was 
believed  that  Jennings  had  seen  enough  to 
convict  them  if  he  would  testify  against 
them;  but  this  he  would  not  do.  The  em- 
ployers had  him  up  at  their  office  for  a 
long  time  trying  to  persuade  him  to  tell 
what  he  knew  by  all  kinds  of  arguments 
and  all  kinds  of  personal  blandishments. 
Traps  were  laid  for  him  and  various 
schemes  were  tried,  but  he  would  not  tell 
anything,  not  even  whether  he  knew  any- 
thing to  tell  or  not.  The  employers  were 
very  angry,  exasperated  and  bitter,  and 
when  they  found  that  it  was  useless  to  try 
to  get  anything  out  of  their  one-time  faith- 
ful employe,  they  discharged  him ; and  when 
he  endeavored  to  obtain  work  elsewhere  he 
found  he  was  blacklisted  and  it  was  im- 
posible  for  him  to  get  a chance  to  toil  any- 
where in  that  region. 

An  old  fellow-workman  had  gone  West 
some  years  before,  and  he  Jiad  told  Jen- 
nings when  he  started  away  that  if  ever  he 
did  anything  worth  while  and  could  get 
his  friend  into  a good  job  he  would  send 
for  him.  Just  at  this  juncture  his  fellow- 
workman  did  send.  He  had  a share  in  some 
mines  yielding  well  in  various  metals,  and 
he  could  give  him  a sort  of  underground 
superintendent’s  position  at  fairly  good 
wages  if  he  would  come.  This  was  fol- 
lowed in  a couple  of  days  by  another  letter 
containing  transportation  ticket.  This  de- 
cided him  immediately,  and  even  his  wife 
then  consented. 

It  appears  that  the  attachment  between 
the  two  was  deeper  and  stronger  than  is 
often  the  case  with  people  who  work  hard 


day  after  day,  having  little  time  for  the 
finer  emotions  and  the  higher  intellectual 
refinements  of  life.  Thomas  Jennings  had 
cared  for  nothing  in  this  world  as  he  cared 
for  his  home  and  family.  Having  been 
obliged  to  spend  so  much  of  his  daylight 
hours  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  he 
deemed  a day  of  liberty  to  be  at  home  with 
his  wife  and  children  one  of  the  greatest 
holidays  that  could  be  given  him.  His  wife 
was  equally  devoted  and  found  little  happi- 
ness outside  their  own  dooryard.  Both 
were  determined  and  firm  in  what  they  con- 
sidered right,  but  they  were  not  stubborn 
in  personal  affairs.  Their  tastes,  inclina- 
tions, abilities  and  temperament  were  very 
harmonious,  so  that  they  were  peculiarly 
well  adapted  to  get  along  happily  together. 

It  was  extremely  hard  for  such  a family 
to  separate,  and  nothing  but  stern  necessity 
would  have  brought  it  about.  One  of  the 
most  pitiful  things  in  black  slavery  was  the 
selling  of  husbands,  wives  and  children 
from  each  other.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
that  is  all  done  away  with.  But  ah ! how 
often  husbands  and  wives,  children,  parents 
and  brothers  and  sisters  are  forced  apart 
by  the  necessities  of  present  industrial  ar- 
rangements ! And  very  little  pity  is  wasted 
on  such  cases. 

Mrs.  Jennings  could  not  content  herself 
after  her  husband  was  gone.  She  had  not 
enough  to  do,  for  one  thing.  She  was 
strong,  healthy,  energetic,  and  needed  some- 
thing on  which  to  expend  her  devoted 
strength.  She  could  not  bear  idleness,  and 
she  could  not  endure  the  long  separation 
from  her  husband.  So  she  determined  to 
set  out  on  foot  and  go  to  him.  She  talked 
to  the  children  about  it,  and  of  course 
children  are  always  eager  to  try  anything 
new.  The  free,  changing,  out-of-door  life 
fascinated  them,  and  they  were  but  too 
ready  to  start.  So  she  sold  their  few  per- 
sonal belongings  for  what  they  would  bring, 
put  the  money  safely  away  with  the  little 
her  husband  had  left  her,  gave  up  her  little 
rented  cottage  and  set  forth  with  good 
courage  and  cheer. 

It  was  in  the  fall  and  the  weather  was 
very  mild  and  pleasant  So  she  decided  not 
to  spend  any  money  for  sleeping  places 
while  they  could  lie  out  of  doors.  She 
packed  up  one  large  dry-goods  box  with 
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clothing,  little  valuables  and  keepsakes  that 
they  wished  to  preserve,  and  sent  it  part 
way  on  the  road.  She  did  not  wish  to  pay 
as  much  freight  on  it  in  the  beginning  as 
it  would  cost  to  send  it  all  the  way.  She 
took  with  her  two  light  blankets,  some 
extra  clothing  and  quite  a quantity  of  food. 
So  each  one  had  his  pack  to  bear,  the  girl 
and  younger  boy  carrying  only  their  own 
undergarments. 

They  walked  ten  miles  the  first  day,  not 
wishing  to  give  the  children  too  strong  a 
dose  of  traveling  the  first  trial.  At  night 
they  came  to  a haystack  in  a large  field  and, 
no  houses  in  sight,  they  crept  under  it, 
wrapped  their  blankets  around  them  and 
slept  as  soundly  and  sweetly  as  they  ever 
had  at  home  in  their  beds. 

As  long  as  their  food  lasted  and  the 
weather  was  warm,  they  did  not  go  to 
people’s  houses  to  ask  for  anything.  But 
finally  they  were  compelled  to  come  to  this. 
They  came  to  a large  farmhouse  one  even- 
ing, very  tired  and  hungry,  when  the  basket 
had  become  empty,  which  looked  quite 
hospitable,  and  here  they  stopped  and  asked 
for  supper  and  a chance  to  sleep  in  the 
barn  or  wherever  there  was  room,  and  they 
would  do  any  work  there  was  for  them  in 
in  return. 

The  hired  girl  only  stared  at  them,  and 
presently  turned  and  called  the  mistress. 
She  was  a hard-faced,  prim-looking  woman, 
and  she  opened  her  little  grey  eyes  in  aston- 
ishment when  she  saw  them. 

“Hungry?  And  ye  want  some  supper? 
Why  ain’t  ye  at  home  and  gettin’  yer  own 
suppers  there?” 

Mrs.  Jennings  told  her  how  she  had  set 
out  to  join  her  husband,  who  was  working 
a long  way  from  there,  but  did  not  say 
how  far  away  he  was. 

“Well,  I don’t  b’lieve  any  good  kin  come 
from  a woman  traipsing  over  country  with 
her  children,  a begging  their  grub  as  they 
go.  If  you’ve  got  a place  on  earth  to  stay 
go  back  to  stay  there.  If  ye  ain’t,  yer  no 
good  anyway,  an’  I won’t  hev  nothin’  to 
do  with  ye.” 

It  was  pretty  severe  for  a first  attempt, 
and  when  they  were  out  in  the  road  again 
Mrs.  Jennings  began  to  cry  softly,  and  to 
wonder  if  she  had  done  right  in  starting 
out  as  she  had.  But  the  children  were 


brave  and  indignant  at  the  woman  they  had 
left,  and  declared  there  weren’t  any  more 
such.  So  they  tramped  on  for  about  a 
couple  of  miles  further  and  came  to  a 
lonely  little  house  in  a half-cleared  field. 
She  resolved  this  time  to  offer  to  pay  for 
food  and  beds,  for  they  were  too  tired  to  go 
any  further. 

At  their  rap  they  were  bidden  to  come  in 
by  a weary-sounding  voice.  They  found  a 
pale,  anxious  and  worn-looking  woman  sit- 
ting alone  with  a sick  baby  lying  on  a pillow 
on  her  lap.  They  told  her  they  were  be- 
lated travelers  and  would  like  to  stay  all 
night,  and  would  help  her  in  any  way  they 
could  or  pay  for  what  they  got,  as  she  liked. 
“But  what  is  the  matter  with  your  baby? 
I see  it  is  sick,”  Mrs.  Jennings  said,  going 
up  and  bending  tenderly  over  it.  The  weary 
mother  burst  into"  tears — a little  sympathy 
to  a tired  woman  will  quickly  bring  tears — 
and  exclaimed: 

“Oh,  I hardly  know.  He  is  in  a high 
fever  now,  and  sometimes  he  is  cold;  he 
will  eat  nothing  and  scarcely  notices  any- 
thing.” 

“Are  you  alone?  Where  is  your  hus- 
band? Have  you  had  a doctor?” 

“My  husband  is  at  the  bam  doing  the 
chores;  and,  yes,  we  had  a doctor,  but  it 
is  a long  way  to  town,  and  I don’t  suppose 
he  will  come  again.” 

“Well,  let  me  help  you.  I am  a pretty 
good  nurse,  and  we’ll  have  your  baby  well 
by  morning.  Will  you  let  us  stay?” 

“Yes,  indeed,  if  you  can  help  me  with 
my  baby.  But  you  will  have  to  wait  on 
yourselves,  for  you  see  I am  not  well  my- 
self, and  am  so  tired.” 

“We  will  do  whatever  there  is  to  do. 
Let  me  take  the  baby  a little.” 

The  eldest  boy  was  already  getting  in 
wood  and  kindling  and  putting  on  the  tea- 
kettle. The  mistress  told  the  boys  where 
the  potatoes  were,  and  they  soon  had  them 
on  cooking,  while  their  mother  skillfully 
soothed  the  babe  and  watched  its  symptoms. 
She  bathed  it,  gave  it  some  quieting  herb 
tea  and  did  whatever  else  she  thought 
should  be  done  for  it;  and  by  the  time 
supper  was  ready  it  was  sleeping  health- 
fully, with  a cool  skin  and  closed  eyes. 
She  sat  up  and  nursed  the  child  all  night 
and  made  the  mother  lie  down  on  a cot 
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near  by  and  rest,  and  in  the  morning'  it 
seemed  almost  well.  It  drank  some  milk 
and  slept  peacefully. 

The  father  was  very  thankful  to  them  for 
relieving  his  wife’s  anxiety  and  care,  and 
would  not  hear  of  their  going  until  the 
morning  after  the  next  day.  Both  sent 
their  thanks  and  kind  wishes  after  them 
as  they  took  up  their  journey  again. 

So  they  met  with  many  fortunes  and  mis- 
fortunes, now  and  then  getting  a short  ride, 
now  being  answered  curtly  and  sent  away, 
and  again  meeting  with  welcoming  words 
and  sympathy.  Wherever  they  could  find 
work  they  stopped  and  worked.  Once  she 
helped  a lady  clean  house  for  a week,  and 
received  good  pay  for  it;  and  once  Albert, 
the  oldest  boy,  chopped  wood  several  days. 
When  they  reached  the  town  to  which  their 
box  had  been  sent  they  paid  the  freight  for 
another  distance,  and  set  out  again. 

Once  at  dusk  they  came  to  a house  that 
was  all  dark,  but  no  other  seemed  to  be  in 
sight,  and  they  went  up  to  the  door  and 
knocked.  After  a long  time  an  old  man 
came  to  the  door  and  opened  it  just  a mere 
crack  and  asked  what  they  wanted.  On 
being  told  he  said,  crossly,  “We’ve  nothing 
for  you  here.  Go  aw'ay !” 

Tired  and  discouraged,  they  went  out  into 
the  road  and  trudged  on.  The  darkening 
sky  was  o’ercast  with  clouds  and  low 
mutterings  of  thunder  came  from  the  west. 
The  wind  blew  cold  and  the  way  looked 
dismal  and  lonely,  while  not  a house  was 
in  sight.  They  went  on  and  on  slowly  and 
wearily,  and  it  began  to  rain,  and  the  night 
grew  black  and  wild.  They  could  do  noth- 
ing but  trudge  along  as  best  they  could  until 
they  came  to  an  old,  deserted  log  house, 
which  afforded  them  a little  shelter.  Tired, 
hungry,  wet  and  cold,  they  lay  down  on 
the  dirty  and  broken  floor  and  tried  to 
sleep.  That  was  her  worst  night.  She  felt, 
then  as  though  she  had  done  wrong  in 
undertaking  such  a journey  with  her  in- 
nocent children.  What  ought  she  have 
done?  Civilization  l)oastcd  of  marvels  in 
the  way  of  transportation,  but  of  what  use 
were  they  to  her  and  other  poor  women? 
The  telegraph,  the  lightning  trains,  the 
palace  cars  were  for  a few,  after  all ; 
thousands  of  poor  men  toiled  day  after  day 
to  keep  them  in  repair  and  comfortable  and 


safe  for  the  rich,  but  when  their  own  wives 
and  children  needed  to  go  from  one  place 
to  another  they  walked  as  the  most  prim- 
itive man  had  walked.  A train  whistled  in 
the  distance,  and  soon  a great,  magnificent 
train  of  palace  cars  and  sleepers  roared  by, 
for  it  seemed  the  track  was  not  far  from 
the  hut. 

The  morning  came  at  last  and  a clear  sky. 
and  with  a better  day  a better  fortune 
awaited  them.  At  the  next  town  they  ob- 
tained a little  work  and  a good  place  to 
stay,  and  when  they  continued  their  journey 
went  on  the  cars  for  as  far  as  she  thought 
she  could  afford  it,  and  so  rested. 

They  had  come  on  by  varying  fortunes 
until  they  reached  this  little  town  that 
morning.  She  had  always  stopped  at  depots 
when  she  reached  a town,  for  the  railroad 
hands  were  generally  kind  to  her.  She  had 
managed  to  keep  clean  and  decent  by  stop- 
ping at  some  house  where  they  would  allow 
her  to  wash  her  own  clothing  for  washing 
some  of  theirs.  Once  she  had  been  arrested 
for  asking  for  bread  in  a little  town  whose 
ordinances  were  more  wise  than  humane; 
but  the  morning  brought  helpers  who  had 
not  had  their  hearts  legislated  out  of  them. 

When  her  story  was  done  and  she  would 
have  gone  out  “to  rustle.’’  as  she  said,  the 
boys  told  her  to  sit  still  and  rest.  They 
“rustled,”  and  the  result  was  a good  supper 
at  the  hotel  that  evening  and  a passage  on 
a freight  that  “went  over  the  hill”  that 
night,  good  to  take  her  on  her  way  to  the 
next  division  town  at  least,  and  $10  in  her 
pocket.  Human  beings  are  always  better 
than  their  institutions  and  systems  would 
make  tlum,  I say. 

And  we  heard  just  lately  that  the  poor 
woman  arrived  at  her  destination  in  safety, 
and  found  her  husband. 


THE  WAY  STATION  AGENT  SUG- 
GESTS AN  EPIC. 

FOR  the  great  American  epic  we  still 
strive  and  sigh  and  pray.  Illustrious 
literati  despairingly  cry  out  that  the 
occasion  has  not  yet  arisen,  the  sub- 
ject is  yet  undiscovered  which  would 
awaken  the  inspiration  of  an  American 
Homer,  Virgil,  Tasso,  Milton  or  Shakes- 
peare. Paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  the 
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occasion  is  continually  present,  and  we  come 
in  daily  contact  with  the  subject.  He  is 
none  other  than  the  humble  station  agent 
at  an  intermediate  railroad  point,  the  epi- 
tome of  all  railroad  knowledge,  the  un- 
failing encyclopedia  of  general  information, 
the  embodiment  of  the  “strenuous  life,”  the 
concentration  of  responsibility  and  personi- 
fication of  total  self-effacement.  An  un- 
swerving fidelity  to  duty  is  his  morning 
anthem,  his  noontime  song  and  his  evening 
hymn  late  into  the  night. 

The  president  of  our  land,  the  most  ex- 
alted of  all  potentates,  is  relieved  of  much 
of  his  great  responsibility  by  his  cabinet, 
the  supreme  judiciary,  house  and  senate, 
governors,  State  legislatures,  the  thinking 
citizen  and  the  conscientious  voter ; the 
commanding-general  of  the  army  has  his 
staff  and  numerous  subordinates  down  to 
the  tried  and  true  rank  and  file;  the  admiral 
has  his  captains,  cadets,  marines,  the  men 
behind  the  guns  and  the  staunch  cruisers 
themselves ; the  presidents  of  the  mighty 
steel  arteries  of  traffic  have  their  vice-presi- 
dents, general  managers,  general  superin- 
tendents, division  superintendents,  chief 
dispatchers,  trainmasters,  yardmasters,  train- 
men, down  to  the  last,  but  not  least,  the 
man  with  the  pick  and  shovel  and  spike 
maul.  But  the  agent  at  a way  station, 
responsible  alike  for  lives  and  property, 
bends  alone  under  his  onerous  burden.  He 
stands  for  all  that  is  required  from  station- 
master,  baggage-master,  ticket  agent,  ex- 
press agent,  telegraph  operator  and  general 
factotum. 

The  station  itself  is  regarded  and  utilized 
as  a public  building ; the  agent  is  the  chief 
personage  in  the  immediate  community,  as 
well  as  in  the  burgs  and  hamlets  contiguous 
and  tributary  thereto.  He  is  at  once  the 
slave  and  idol  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  for  miles  around.  He  is  the  confidant 
of  all  the  gossips  and  is  unwillingly  cog- 
nizant of  the  dapgling  skeletons  in  the  rural 
closets.  He  is  the  butt  of  all  the  trainmen 
as  well  as  the  subject  of  complimentary 
comments  at  every  session  of  the  “Stove 
Committee.  His  time,  early  and  late,  seven 
days  in  the  week  and  every  day  in  the  year, 
is  devoted  to  the  company’s  interests  and 
the  welfare  of  its  patrons,  with  never  a 
thought  for  himself,  as  he  has  no  affairs 


and  is  known  to  his  children  as  that  man 
who  sleeps  part  of  the  night  at  their  house. 

He  must  familiarize  himself  with  the 
official  classification  and  all  its  supplements, 
with  all  tariffs,  freight,  passenger  and  ex- 
press, local,  special  and  joint ; with  all 
divisions  and  per  cents  for  billing  to  con- 
necting lines  and  foreign  roads,  a task  as 
herculean  as  the  memorizing  of  Webster’s 
Unabridged.  He  must  note  contents  and 
strictly  comply  with  all  information  con- 
tained in  general  orders,  general  notices, 
special  notices,  circulars,  etc.,  properly  file 
them  and  eliminate  or  add  to  daily  as  re- 
quested. 

He  is  easily  recognized,  for  his  character- 
istics proclaim  him  a generic  species  of 
humanity.  His  gait  is  far  from  being  a 
walk,  nor  is  it  yet  a run,  but  a sort  of  a 
compromise  hurried  jog.  His  eyes  assume 
an  apparently  vacant  stare,  since  his  mental 
concentration,  ever  at  rigid  tension,  will 
not  permit  of  visual  distraction,  but  the 
habitual  smiles  which  illumine  the  partial 
gloom  of  his  countenance  are  the  never- 
failing  indicators  of  his  suavity,  urbanity 
and  affability. 

Mentally  drop  in  on  him  of  a morning 
and  follow  his  routine  of  daily  duties.  He 
arrives  at  6 a.  m.  and  proceeds  at  once  to 
cut  in  his  instruments  with  a genial  “G-M” 
to  the  dispatcher.  His  next  move  is  to 
slick  things  up  for  the  day.  Oh,  horrors ! 
he  discovers  that  during  the  night  marauders 
have  gained  an  entrance  by  forcing  a rear 
window.  He  has  no  safe — the  money  and 
valuables  on  hand  after  the  last  passenger 
train  of  the  previous  evening  he  carries 
with  him  and  will  safely  guard  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  life — but  his  tickets  are  strewn 
about  in  promiscuous  confusion.  These  re 
must  count  and  arrange  in  numerical  and 
station  order.  Thus  fretfully  engaged,  he 
is  called  to  the  telegraph  table  and  copies  a 
“bunch”  of  orders  for  several  trains  in  both 
directions.  Somebody  rushes  in  saying  he 
has  fifty  crocks  of  butter  and  as  many  cases 
of  eggs  for  the  express  east,  due  in  a few 
minutes.  Besides  the  billing  he  must  tag 
and  label  every  piece.  Somebody  else  shouts 
from  the  freight  room  that  he  has  two  or 
three  loads  of  H.  H.  (household)  goods 
for  which  he  demands  an  itemized  bill  of 
lading  to  forward  on  the  first  mail.  He 
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sells  tickets,  checks  baggage,  explains  sev- 
eral times  when  the  “eight  o’clock  train  is 
due,”  quotes  the  price  of  wheat,  potatoes 
and  other  products  to  inquiring  farmers. 

One  of  the  trains  has  “laid  down.”  The 
dispatcher  gets  him  again,  “busts”  all  ex- 
isting orders  and  fills  his  table  with  a fresh 
lot,  some  to  be  signed  for  and  others  to  be 
handed  on  to  trains  going  at  full  speed. 
Shippers  are  bringing  in  shipments  of  every 
description,  rates  must  be  looked  up  and 
waybills  must  be  made  out,  with  five  to 
seven  impression  copies.  He  delivers  freight 
to  consignors,  runs  from  desk  to  table  to 
deliver  orders  and  then  realizes  that  the 
fast  mail  is  about  due.  Frantically  he 
rushes  to  the  postoffice  for  the  pouch,  and 
the  twitching  of  his  hands  and  occasional 
nervous  strides  to  and  fro  are  the  only 
perceptible  evidences  of  his  impatience  at 
the  dignified  deliberation  of  “Uncle  Sam’s” 
representative.  The  bag  is  finally  ready ; he 
snatches  it,  flees  as  with  a fear,  and  has 
barely  suspended  it  on  the  crane  when  the 
train  goes  thundering  by. 

The  morning  “local”  now  pulls  up  and 
unloads  sufficient  to  fill  an  exposition  build- 
ing. Each  article  must  be  tallied  and 
checked  off  by  the  agent,  besides  noting 
with  the  keenness  of  a detective  the  “overs, 
shorts  and  damaged.”  He  also  sees  to  load- 
ing and  checking  in  of  all  freight  going 
forward  and  reseals  all  cars  which  have 
been  opened.  The  dispatcher  again  wants 
him  and  throwing  the  armful  of  waybills 
on  the  desk  he  flies  now  here,  now  there, 
and  keeps  on  the  jump  until  the  passenger 
trains,  “locals”  and  three  or  four  through 
freights  have  pulled  out.  He  has  been  un- 
doubtedly “rattled”  to  a certain  extent,  but 
his  habitual  self-restraint  saves  him  from 
“going  up  in  the  air”  entirely.  Neverthe- 
less, with  tingling  fingers  pushed  up  through 
his  scant  locks  and  cold  perspiration  on  his 
brow,  he  wonders  if  perchance  he  made  a 
“miscue”  in  delivering  any  of  his  orders. 

He  answers  his  “call”  once  more  and 
receives  a W.  U.  message  collect,  for  a 
person  who  lives  just  on  the  verge  of  the 
mile  delivery  limit.  He  asks  to  be  out  the 
required  time,  and  his  pace  for  that  mile 
would  arouse  envy  in  a professional  sprinter. 
He  finds  his  man  and  presents  the  telegram, 
naming  the  charges.  The  recipient  takes 


it,  twirls  it  over  two  or  three  times  and 
asks  the  agent  if  he  has  read  it.  The  latter  \ 
replies  with  unperturbed  countenance  that 
he  merely  transcribed  it  during  transmission 
and  the  privacy  of  telegrams  is  inviolable 
Whereupon  the  person  thanks  him,  saying 
that  he  will  hand  in  the  change  the  next 
time  he  is  down  to  the  station,  and  the 
agent  returns,  intuitively  knowing  that  this 
forty-three  cents  will  be  entered  on  the 
loss  side  of  his  individual  cash  account. 
When  he  enters  the  office  he  hears  his  call 
as  usual;  the  dispatcher  warmly  asks  him 
where  in  Halifax  he  has  been  and  how  long 
he  thinks  the  company  will  endure  having 
the  road  tied  up  to  suit  his  convenience. 
Another  batch  of  orders  follows  with  the 
accompanying  hustle  of  signing,  grabbing 
and  away. 

Next  comes  a message  from  the  super- 
intendent directing  him  to  proceed  at  once 
to  a point  about  two  miles  distant  where 
live  a couple  of  people  of  easy  conscience 
who,  a day  or  two  previously,  had  appropri- 
ated several  hogs  which  had  escaped  slightly 
injured  from  a derailed  car.  He  again  ar- 
ranges to  be  absent.  His  instructions  are 
to  collect  at  the  rate  of  one  and  one-half 
cents  per  hundred  and  to  arrive  as  nearly 
as  possible  at  actual  weight;  pushing  along 
he  evolves  a new  meaning  peculiar  to 
himself  from  the  railroad  expression  of 
“being  on  the  hog.”  When  he  reaches 
his  destination  he  finds  the  hogs  already 
slaughtered  and  dressed,  or  rather  un- 
dressed, as  there  is  nothing  on  them,  or  in 
them  for  that  matter.  With  the  cajolery 
of  a Russian  and  the  adroit  directness  of 
a Japanese  diplomat  he  comes  to  a satis- 
factory understanding  with  the  embryonic 
Armours  and  returns  to  the  station  com- 
placently happy. 

He  locates  the  trains  and  says  “S.  F. 

D”  (stop  for  dinner)  twenty  minutes. 
“Hurry  back,”  is  the  response.  Just  think 
of  it,  ye  epicures,  get  thee  home,  dine  in 
the  meantime,  and  hurry  back,  all  in  twenty 
minutes.  Through  the  afternoon  and  until 
late  into  the  evening  the  hours  are  but  a 
repetition  of  the  foregoing  multifarious 
duties  with  their  attendant  vexations,  until 
he  finally  “cuts  out”  for  the  night. 

The  way  station  agent  may  have  aspira- 
tions for  ajjroader  field  of  action,  and  as 
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he  is  usually  a man  of  parts,  he  may  some- 
times long  for  the  social  enjoyments  of  a 
more  metropolitan  sphere,  but  he  is  as  much 
of  a fixture  as  his  semaphore,  and  while 
wending  his  way  homeward  and  gazing 
around  upon  the  limited  horizon  of  his 
circumscribed  environment,  only  the  cen- 
tainty  of  duty  faithfully  performed  can 
cause  his  heart  to  throb  with  jubilant  pulsa- 
tions. 

‘‘Let  not  ambition  mock  their  useful  toil, 
Their  homely  joys  and  destiny  obscure.” 
— By  John  J.  Shanley,  in  the  Chautauquan 
for  June. 


THE  KNOCKER’S  OBLIGATION.  . 

T , hereby  solemnly 

'l'  and  sincerely  swear  that  I will  report 
J the  business  and  proceedings  of  all 
meetings  of  this  union  to  my  employers 
as  soon  as  possible  after  adjournment,  and 
publicly  discuss  the  business  of  the  organi- 
zation with  any  person  who  will  pay  for 
the  drinks;  that  I will  violate  the  constitu- 
tion whenever  I think  it  will  not  be  found 
out;  that  I will  accept  less  than  the  union 
scale  of  wages,  and  work  overtime  without 
pay  if  it  will  make  me  solid  with  the  super- 
intendent (I  will  also  keep  him  supplied 
with  cigars) ; that  I will  never  speak  in 
meeting,  but  will  always  kick  about  every- 
thing that  is  done  as  soon  as  I get  outside; 
that  I will  never  keep  my  dues  paid  up,  that 
I will  vote  against  every  assessment,  and 
never  contribute  to  other  unions  when  they 
are  in  trouble;  that  I will  start  insinuating 
rumors  about  the  prominent  workers ; ques- 
tion the  honesty  of  the  officers,  cast  my 
ballot  against  all  union  candidates  for  public 
positions,  and  will  discriminate  against  all 
who  are  not  of  my  nationality  or  creed; 
that  I will  never  subscribe  for  a labor  paper, 
nor  will  I advise  any  one  to  join  the  union , 
that  I will  stand  on  the  sidewalk  on  Labor 
Day  and  make  fun  of  those  in  the  parade; 
that  I will  never  buy  goods  bearing  the 
union  label  if  I can  save  a cent  by  purchas- 
ing products  of  child  labor,  sweat  shops  or 
State  prisons;  and  that  I will  do  any  ana 
everything  that  lies  in  my  power  to  bring 
discredit  upon  the  labor  movement.  To  all 
of  which  I pledge  my  most  sacred  honor- 
such  as  it  is. — The  Kicker. 


“WHO  FLAGGED  NO.  2?” 


T WAS  sitting  in  my  office  on  the 

t Railroad  at  a small  station  on  duty 
* as  night  operator.  The  nearest  night 
stations  were  some  twenty  miles  on  either 
side  of  me,  with  station  between  us  where 
no  night  operators  were  located. 

It  was  in  the  middle  of  the  winter  and 
one  of  its  coldest  and  stormiest  nights, 
ordinary  vision  not  extending  over  ten  car 
lengths. 

An  extra  east  had  side-tracked  to  meet 
a fast  freight  at  the  first  station  west  of 
me.  After  the  fast  freight  had  gone  the 
extra  was  unable  to  get  all  their  train  out 
of  the  siding,  account  being  frozen  up,  and 
took  what  they  could  handle  and  doubled 
to  the  station  where  I was.  On  arriving 
there  they  discovered  it  would  be  necessary 
to  have  a supply  of  water  before  they  could 
get  the  balance  of  the  train.  The  nearest 
water  station  was  twenty  miles  farther  east 
of  me,  where  they  started  for.  On  arriving 
they  got  orders  to  return  extra  to  where 
their  train  was,  but  received  no  time  on 
No.  2,  the  Cannon-ball  Express  due  at  my 
station  at  2 a.  m.,  .which  was  on  time,  but 
account  of  trouble  with  the  engine  had  been 
delayed  a few  minutes  at  the  east  station. 

The  dispatcher  called  me  at  1 150  a.  m. 
and  said  to  “OS”  No.  2 soon  as  by,  so 
doing  he  could  figure  on  a meet  with  the 
west-bound  express,  they  meeting  down  the 
line  a few  stations.  He  said  the  extra 
would  have  to  stay  at  the  next  station  for 
No.  2.  As  very  few  trains  stopped  at  my 
station  I had  to  be  very  particular  about 
my  target  to  see  that  it  was  burning  so 
not  to  stop  them. 

I went  out  to  take  a look  at  it  before 
No.  2 showed  up,  as  they  made  their  fastest 
running  time  along  this  piece  of  track,  and 
I did  not  want  to  have  my  light  go  out 
when  they  were  coming,  or  else  I would 
have  to  look  for  another  job. 


As  I was  standing  out  there  sizing  up 
the  night  I heard  a whistle  from  the  east. 
This  was  then  2:10  a.  m.  I could  not 
imagine  what  could  be  coming,  as  I knew 
No.  2 was  past  due  and  was  sure  no  one 
had  any  time  on  them.  .1  went  in  and 
asked  the  dispatcher  if  any  one  had  any 
help  on  No.^  He  replied,  no.  I asked 
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him  what  time  it  was;  he  replied  2:ioby 
a.  m.  I then  told  him  there  was  something 
coming  from  the  east.  He  said.  No,  you 
are  mistaken ; No.  2 is  due  there  now 
ten  minutes  ago,  and  should  be  there  in 
five  minutes  sure. 

I was  sure  I was  not  mistaken  and  went 
and  listened  and  I could  hear  an  engine, 
and  was  so  sure  of  it  I took  the  safe  side. 

I put  my  board  out  and  grabbed  my  red 
light  and  couple  of  torpedoes  and  started 
down  the  track  as  fast  as  possible.  It  had 
flashed  across  my  mind  that  there  must  be 
some  mistake;  that  the  crew  on  the  extra 
had  either  forgotten  No.  2 or  else  they 
had  gone  crazy  to  be  on  No.  2ls  time. 

When  I had  gotten  far  enough  to  give 
No.  2 a chance  to  stop  before  they  got  to 
the  office,  I placed  my  torpedoes  and  hurried 
on.  I had  not  gone  very  far  before  I could 
hear  them  coming,  and  they  were  on  me 
in  a short  time.  I commenced  to  signal 
them;  I received  no  answer,  and  as  I 
stepped  to  one  side  they  whirled  by  me 
at  a furious  speed,  and  I knew  unless  the 
torpedo  was  heard  nothing  could  prevent 
a serious  accident,  as  I was  satisfied  the 
extra  for  some  reason  was  on  the  main 
line  and  I figured  that  my  target  would 
stop  them  and  hoped  that  No.  2 would  be 
able  to  bring  their  train  to  a stop. 

I hurried  after  No.  2,  as  I knew  in 
another  instant  they  would  strike  the  tor- 
pedo and  would  know  if  this  warning  was 
heard.  But  at  this  moment  I was  relieved 


hearing  the  air  applied  on  No.  2,  and 
by  the  grinding  and  squealing  I knew  he 
was  touching  them  hard.  By  the  time  I 
arrived  at  the  office  No.  2 was  about  five 
car-lengths  the  other  side  of  the  office.  I 
went  in  and  put  the  red  lantern  away  and 
came  out  and  went  up  to  see  what  had  hap- 
pened, as  I could  see  there  was  something 
the  trouble. 

When  I got  at  the  head  end  the  extra 
and  No.  2’s  engines  had  come  together  very 
light,  causing  very  little  damage  and  only 
derailed  a pair  of  trucks  on  the  extra’s 
tender,  which  was  soon  on  the  rails.  The 
engineer  on  the  extra  said  he  had  forgotten 
all  about  No.  2;  did  not  know  what  could 
have  stopped  No.  2.  They  had  not  missed 
me  from  the  office  so  I said  nothing  about 
flagging  No.  2.  The  engineer  on  No.  2 
said  he  thought  once  he  had  seen  a red 
light,  but  the  storm  was  so  bad  he  con- 
cluded it  must  have  been  a switch  light,  as 
it  was  on  a curve  and  the  switch  lights 
would  show  red  until  they  hit  the  straight 
track.  But  no  one  seemed  to  know  who 
it  was  that  flagged  No.  2 or  put  the  torpedo 
on  the  track.  It  turned  into  a mystery  that 
no  one  seemed  able  to  solve,  and  as  I did 
not  care  for  any  notoriety  I said  nothing, 
and  it  became  the  talk  of  the  whole  line 
as  to  who  saved  No.  2 and  it  remains  the 
same  yet. 

If  any  of  the  crews  should  read  this  they 
will  know  that  No.  2 was  saved  by  a $40 
night  owl.  Cert.  1142. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No  Bacillus  Huggibus. 

They  tell  us  microbes  lurk  upon 
The  pouting  ruby  lips; 

That  fierce  bacilli  lurk,  to  grab 
With  terrifying  grips 
The  man  who  dares  to  take  a kiss 
Without  a trembling  shrug — 

But  let’s  be  thankful  they  have  found 
No  microbes  in  a hug. 

The  germs  of  every  known  complaint 
Are  in  the  air  we  breathe — 

Each,  honeyed  nothing  we  may  hear 
With  direst  ills  may  seethe; 

Who  knows?  The  coyest  glance  may  hold 
A bad  microbic  thug! 

It’s  good  to  know  they  have  not  found 
A microbe  in  the  hug. 

We  will  not  lay  us  down  and  die, 

Nor  petulantly  sneeze. 

Because  of  any  illnesses 
Contracted  in  a squeeze. 

So  bring  the  bobsled  and  the  girls, 

And  tuck  yourselves  in  snug — 

One  joy  of  life  remains  unscathed— 

No  microbes  in  a hug! 

— Chicago  Tribune. 

What  I Live  For. 

(Author  unknown.) 

I live  for  those  who  love  me. 

Whose  hearts  are  kind  and  true; 

For  the  heaven  that  smiles  above  me 
And  awaits  my  spirit,  too; 

For  all  human  ties  that  bind  me 
For  the  task  my  God  assigned  me 
For  the  bright  hopes  left  behind  me. 

And  the  good  that  I can  do. 

I live  to  hold  communion 
With  all  that  is  divine; 

To  feel  there  is  a union 

’Twixt  nature’s  heart  and  mine; 

To  profit  by  affliction, 

Reap  truth  from  fields  of  fiction, 

Grow  wiser  from  conviction, 

And  fulfill  each  grand  design. 

1 live  to  hail  that  season, 

By  gifted  minds  foretold. 

When  man  shall  live  by  reason 
And  not  alone  by  gold; 


When,  man  to  man  united, 

And  every  wrong  thing  righted. 

The  whole  world  shall  be  lighted 
As  Eden  was  of  old. 

I live  to  learn  their  story 
Who  suffered  for  my  sake; 

To  emulate  their  glory 

And  follow  in  their  wake; 

Bards,  patriots,  martyrs,  sages, 

The  noble  of  all  ages, 

Whose  deeds  crown  history’s  pages, 
And  time’s  great  volume  make. 

I live  for  those  who  love  me, 

For  those  who  know  me  true; 

For  the  heaven  that  smiles  above  me 
And  awaits  my  spirit,  too; 

For  the  cause  that  lacks  assistance, 
For  the  wrongs  that  need  resistance, 
For  the  future  in  the  distance, 

And  the  good  that  I can  do. 


A Little  Man. 

A little  man  dwelt  in  a little  town 
A little  over  twenty  years  ago; 

He  gained  a little  portion  of  renown 

Within  the  little  crowd  he  used  to  know. 

He  wed  a little  maid  when  twenty-one, 

And  later  on  they  had  a little  son. 

This  little  man  had  little  to  regret. 

He  had  but  little  patience  with  the  weak; 

When  others  fell  his  eyes  were  never  wet, 

With  sinners  he  had  little  time  to  speak; 
Instead  he  went  to  church  a little  late 
And  dropped  a little  nickel  in  the  plate. 

He  drank  a little  coffee  now  and  then, 

But  little  stronger  liquor  passed  his  lips; 

He  mingled  little  with  Bohemian  men; 

Life’s  wine  he  drank  in  stingy  little  sips. 

When  stragglers  came  to  him  for  food  or  bed. 
With  little  pain  he  shook  his  little  head. 

He  made  a little  fortune  rapidly 

l’y  grinding  labor  out  of  little  arms. 

And  by  foreclosing  a variety 

Of  little  mortgages  on  little  farms. 

He  died — and,  ’neath  the  weeping  willow  bough, 

A little  worm  is  working  on  him  now. 

— Milwaukee  Sentinel. 
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Willie  Green. 

1 will  tell  you  of  a night  man, 

Of  a night  man  you  have  seen, 

His  name  is  Eddie  Twining, 

But  we  call  him  Willie  Green. 

And  no  matter  what  transpires, 

He  is  always  on  the  spot; 

He  takes  things  on  the  mill  so  fast, 

He  makes  the  thing  run  hot. 

The  signal  on  his  semaphore 
Is  always  burning  bright. 

When  fast  mail  trains  go  chasing  by 
At  all  times  of  the  night. 

But  Willie  sometimes  goes  to  sleep. 

And  pounds  nis  ear  real  hard, 

And  finds  himself  awakened  by 
Old  Goodspeed  or  Girard. 

For  though  he  pulls  his  lever  in, 

To  give  them  a clear  track, 

The  treacherous  lamp  goes  flickering  out 
And  makes  his  board  look  black. 

And  though  we  call  him  Willie  Green, 

There’s  nothing  in  a name. 

No  matter  how  the  trains  may  run, 

He  gets  there  just  the  same. 

As  steady  as  an  Elgin  watch. 

He  never  makes  a slip. 

He  salivates  the  trainmen  if 
They  give^him  any  lip. 

So  here’s  to  Eddie  Twining, 

And  here’s  to  Willie  G^ecn. 

He’ll  make  a chief  dispatcher  yet, 

And  a good  one,  too,  I ween. 

Now,  how  would  his  initals  look? 

Just  fancy  C.  E.  T. 

Or,  if  his  nickname  sticks  to  him, 

He’d  sign  up  “WG.” 

— L.  L.  Wood  (Office  Poet). 


King  Toil. 

I am  the  monarch  who  rules  on  the  land. 
And  the  monarch  who  rules  on  the  sea; 

My  will  is  iron,  my  laws  demand 
That  all  men  shall  bow  to  me. 

The  empire  under  the  hills  is  mine. 

Black  coal,  hard  iron,  my  throne; 

I reign  where  the  bright  red  gold  do*h  shine, 
Where  the  gleam  of  rare  gems  is  known. 

I reign  where  the  hammer  throbs  and  rings, 
Where  the  sickle  flashes  its  steel; 

I laugh  in  the  song  the  mariner  sings. 

And  I fashion  the  flying  keel. 


I reign  where  the  church  rears  bold  its  spire 
To  the  arch  of  the  bending  sky; 

Where  the  voice  of  the  bell’s  fierce  clang  cries 
‘•Fire!” 

Anu  the  uniformed  men  dash  by. 

I dwell  where  the  printer  fills  his  ‘'stick.** 

Where  the  cartman  holds  his  reins; 

Where  the  gentle  nurses  tend  the  sick. 

Where  the  merchant  counts  his  gains. 

I reign  where  the  .ungs  of  the  furnace  breathe. 

Where  the  lifeboats  breast  the  wave; 

Where  friends  a bridal  garland  wreathe, 

Where  the  sexton  digs  a grave. 

I reign  where  the  woodman  fells  the  tree, 

Where  the  millwheel  stately  turns; 

Where  the  huntsman  ranges  bronzed  and  free. 
Where  the  forge-fire  smokily  burns. 

I reign  in  the  halls  where  the  judges  grave 
Interpret  the  laws  of  the  land; 

In  every  clime  I’m  the  friend  of  the  brave. 

And  I hold  to  all  my  hand. 


Plaint  of  the  Plutocrat. 

I have  bought  everything  I can  buy; 

1 have  tried  everything  T can  try; 

I have  eaten  each  eatable, 

Beaten  each  beatable, 

I have  eyed  everything  I can  eye. 

I have  sold  everything  I can  sell; 

I have  told  everything  I can  tell; 

I have  seized  all  the  seizable, 

Squeezed  all  the  squeezable. 

Till  they’ve  shelled  everything  they  can  shell. 

I have  ridden  each  thing  I can  ride; 

I have  hidden  each  thing  I can  hide; 

I have  joked  all  the  jokable. 

Soaked  all  the  soakable; 

I have  slid  everywhere  I could  slide. 

I have  walked  everywhere  I could  walk; 

I have  talked  everywhere  I could  talk; 

I have  kissed  all  the  kissable, 

Hissed  all  the  hissable; 

I have  balked  everything  I can  balk. 

I have  crushed  everyone  I could  crush; 

T have  hushea  everyone  I could  hush; 

I have  drunk  every  drinkable, 

I thought  every  thinkable; 

1 have  rushed  everywhere  I could  rush. 

I have  been  everything  I could  be, 

And  the  scheme  of  things  will  not  agree; 

I have  spent  all  that’s  spendable — 

Still  it’s  not  endable, 

And  I mean  it’s  a bother  to  me. 

— Chicago  Tn 
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Easily  Arranged. 

“Have  you  asked  papa?’* 

“Yes.  I telephoned  him.  He  said  he 
didn’t  know  who  I was,  but  it  was  all 
right.” — Life. 


Doff  Hat  or  Coat. 

Mahoole — Nixt  toime  Oi  pass  wid  a loidy, 
Mulligan,  ye’ve  got  to  remove  yer  hat! 
Mulligan — An*  suppose  Oi  refuse? 
Mahoole — Thin,  bedad,  ye’ve  got  to  re- 
move yer  coat. — Modern  Society. 


Juvenile  Lore. 

A teacher  was  explaining  to  a little  girl 
how  the  trees  developed  their  foliage  in 
the  springtime. 

“Oh,  yes,”  said  the  little  miss,  “I  under- 
stand; they  keep  their  summer  clothes  in 
their  trunks.” — Watchzvord. 


Trouble  Ahead. 

Mrs.  A.  Cerbity — You  have  accepted 
Henry ! Why,  you  know  very  well  that  I 
don’t  approve  of  him. 

Her  daughter — That’s  all  right,  mother. 
Neither  does  he  approve  of  you! — Tit-Bits. 


They  Manage  to  Escape. 

She — So  you  think  that  men  are  smarter 
than  women,  do  you? 

He — Some  men.  but  not  all. 

She — Well,  what  men  are  smarter? 

He — Old  bachelors. — Illustrated  News. 


Unselfish  Little  Boy. 

Proud  Mother — You  will  be  five  years  old 
to-morrow,  Willie,  and  I want  to  give  you 
a real  birthday  treat.  Tell  me  what  you 
would  like  better  than  anything  else. 

Willie  (after  thinking  earnestly  for  five 
minutes) — Bring  me  a whole  box  of  choco- 
late creams,  mother,  and  ask  Tommy  Smith 
to  come  in  and  watch  me  eat  them. — Tit- 
Bits. 


The  Business  Instinct. 

Ted — What  became  of  his  summer  hotel 
that  failed  because  the  place  was  so  un- 
healthy? 

Ned— Oh,  he’s  running  it  now  as  a sani- 
tarium.— Judge. 


He  Knew. 

“Dad,”  said  little  Reginald,  “what  is  a 
bucket-shop  ?” 

“A  bucket-shop,  my  son,”  said  the  father, 
feelingly,  “a  bucket-shop  is  a modern  coop- 
erage establishment  to  which  a man  takes  a 
barrel  and  brings  back  the  bung-hole.” — 
Town  Topics. 


Nothing  Doin’. 

“Just  one  kiss,  dear,  before  J go,” 
pleaded  the  young  physician. 

“None  of  that  for  me,  thank  you,”  re- 
joined the  fair  maid.  “I  don’t  like  the  idea 
of  having  a doctor’s  bill  thrust  under  my 
nose.” — Cincinnati  Enquirer. 


Mutual  Compliments. 

“Mabel,”  said  George,  with  his  fine,  open 
smile,  “I’m  going  to  be  frank  and  truthful 
with  you  from  the  start,  as  I mean  to  be 
always  when  we  are  married.  You  are  not 
as  beautiful  as  many  girls,  but  you  have 
more  common  sense  and  good  nature  than 
any  other  half  dozen  girls  I have  ever 
known.” 

“Thank  you,  dear  George,”  said  Mabel, 
sweetly,  “and  now  I’ll  be  frank  and  truthful 
with  you,  as  I know  you  want  to  have  me. 
You  have  no  more  tact  than  a goat,  but 
you  have  the  broadest  and  most  constant 
smile  of  any  man,  woman  or  child  I have 
ever  seen,  and  it  shows — ” 

But  George’s  desire  for  frankness  had 
suffered  a blight,  and  he  made  it  perfectly 
clear  to  Mabel  that  he  did  not  care  to 
know  what  his  smile  showed, — Youth's 
Companion. 
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It's  Different. 

“He  used  to  kiss  me  every  time  we  passed 
through  a tunnel  before  our  marriage,”  said 
the  little  woman,  with  sad  reflections. 

“And  does  he  do  so  now?”  asked  the 
bosom  friend. 

“Now  he  takes  a drink.” — Chicago  Daily 
News. 


A Champion  in  Her  Line. 

“I  claim  that  my  wife  is  the  worst  trouble- 
borrower  on  earth.  She’s  worrying  now 
for  fear  the  hat  she  has  ordered  for  Easter 
may  not  be  becoming.” 

“That’s  nothing.  My  wife’s  worrying  be- 
cause we  may  be  boarding  at  some  place 
next  summer  where  we’ll  have  a folding 
bed  that  she  can’t  get  under  during  thunder- 
storms.”— Chicago  Record-Herald. 


Rash  Girl* 

Mabel — Really,  I don’t  care  what  sort  of 
a husband  I get. 

Her  Mother — Why,  Mabel ! I’m  surprised 
at  you. 

“So  long  as  he’s  rich  and  handsome  and 
kind  to  me  I don’t  care,  so  there,  now!” — 
Philadelphia  Press. 


Ought  to  Be. 

“That  pass  is  no  good,”  said  the  con- 
ductor, handing  it  back.  “It’s  ten  years 
old.” 

“Well,  it  ought  to  be  good,”  grumbled  the 
passenger,  paying  his  fare,  with  great  re- 
luctance. “Your  old  road  is  ten  years  be- 
hind the  times.” — Chicago  Tribune. 


The  Judge’s  Queer  Case. 

“Mister  Jedge,”  said  the  old  colored 
citizen  who  came  into  the  justice  court 
leading  a small  negro  boy  by  the  coat  collar 
— “Mr.  Jedge,  I wish  you’d  please,  suh, 
give  dis  boy  ten  years  whar  de  state’ll 
furnish  de  vittles  fer  him.” 

“What  do  you  mean?”  asked  the  aston- 
ished justice.  “What  has  he  been  doing?” 
“Eatin’  me  out  er  house  en  home,  suh,” 
was  the  reply,  “wid  dat  ongodly  appetite  er 
his.  Why,  jedge,  de  appetite  er  de  whale 
dat  swallowed  Jonah  couldn’t  hoi’  a candle 
to  dat  boy’s  eatin’  arrangements.  Fer  de 


Lawd’s  sake,  jedge.  let  de  state  feed  him 
awhile,  so’s  de  yuther  chillun  kin  pick  up 
en  enjoy  life!” — Atlanta  Constitution. 


Strike  and  Lock-Out  at  Once. 

He  tried  the  door  with  his  key,  but  the 
thing  was  locked  on  the  inside,  locked  and 
bolted.  And,  just  as  he  was  about  to  apply 
the  knocker,  a voice,  stern  and  admonitory, 
reached  him  from  above. 

“Halloa ! Who  are  you  ? What  do  you 
want?” 

“My  dear,”  he  called,  “isn’t  that  a trifle 
gratuitous?  I want  to  come  in!  D’ye 
see?” 

“Where  have  you  been  till  this  hour?” 

“Club,  my  darling.  Been  down  discuss- 
ing the  strike.” 

“Did  you  get  your  life  insured  to-day?” 

“Er — no.” 

“Very  well,  then.  You  can  go  back  and 
discuss  the  lock-out.  Does  it  still  rain?” — 
The  Labor  Union. 


Quits. 

At  a suburban  station  a train  was  starting 
off  one  morning  when  an  elderly  man 
rushed  across  the  platform  and  jumped  on 
one  of  the  slowly  moving  cars. 

The  rear  end  brakeman,  who  was  standing 
by,  reached  up,  grabbed  the  old  man’s  coat- 
tails, and  pulled  him  off  the  train. 

“There,”  he  said,  sternly,  “I  have  saved 
your  life.  Don’t  ever  try  to  jump  on  like 
that  again.” 

“Thank  you,”  said  the  old  man,  calmly. 
“Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  kindness. 
It  is  three  hours  till  the  next  train,  isn’t  it?” 

“Three  and  a quarter,”  said  the  brake- 
man. 

The  long  train  meanwhile  had  been 
slowly  gliding  by,  slowly  gathering  speed. 
Finally  the  last  car  appeared.  This  was  the 
brakeman’s  car,  the  one  for  which  he  had 
been  waiting,  and,  with  the  easy  grace  that 
is  born  of  long  practice,  he  sailed  majestic- 
ally on  to  it. 

But  the  old  gentleman  seized  him  by  the 
coat  and  with  a strong  jerk  pulled  him  off, 
at  the  same  time  saying,  grimly: 

“One  good  turn  deserves  another.  You 
saved  my  life;  I have  saved  yours.  Now 
we  are  quits.” 
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SENSIBLE,  HONEST  LANGUAGE. 

“Why  should  election  years  check  pros- 
perity ?”  one  of  the  daily  newspapers  asks. 
That  question  is  very  poiptedly  answered 
by  the  Chicago  Public  of  July  23rd,  as  fol- 
lows : 

“When  business  goes  into  partnership 
with  government,  or  vice  versa,  government 
policies  are  naturally  of  great  importance 
to  business.  They  are  more  important  on 
account  of  the  disturbing  effects  of  change 
than  for  aught  there  may  be  of  good  or 
bad  in  themselves.  Bad  policies  and  bad 
administrations  are  less  prejudicial  to  busi- 
ness, when  it  is  in  partnership  with  govern- 
ment, provided  they  are  stable,  than  fluctu- 
ating policies  and  administrations  which  are 
sometimes  much  better  and  never  quite  so 
bad.  But  the  effect  depends  after  all  upon 
the  partnership.  If  government  would  con- 
fine its  operations  to  its  own  functions,  busi- 
ness would  never  be  disturbed  by  elections. 
It  is  only  as  government  meddles  with  busi- 
ness, either  to  promote  or  to  obstruct,  that 
business  becomes  sensitive  to  political 
changes.  Abolish  all  unnatural  partnership 
between  business  and  government,  and  elec- 
tions shall  cease  to  disturb  business  con- 
ditions.’’ 

Perhaps  most  of  our  readers,  if  we  have 
any,  shall  fail  to  grasp  the  preceding  logic. 
Suppose  we  try  to  simplify  it.  It  all  rests 
on  the  significance  we  may  see  fit  to  give 
to  the  words — government,  prosperity.  That 
implies  the  need  of  “sensible,  honest  lan- 
guage.**  We  find  ourselves  in  the  same 
predicament  as  soon  as  we  talk  or  write 
on  any  of  the  important  subjects  connected 
with  our  human  life  and  growth,  and  hence, 
rising  above  the  level  of  mere  gossip  or  fun, 
or  on  speculations  about  abstractions,  or- 
namental knowledge,  etc.  Sensible,  honest 
language!  Where  can  we  find  that?  A 
brilliant  writer  in  one  of  the  most  instruc- 


tive New  York  weeklies,  in  its  issue  August 
27th,  tells  us  something  very  interesting 
about  “Aids  to  conversation.”  Let  us  pick 
up  the  most  important  fragments.  They 
apply  to  writing  just  as  well. 

“What  a glorious  humanity  this  would 
be  were  we  but  all  dumb!  Man,  taken  all 
in  all,  is  not  so  bad  to  look  at.  Almost 
always  his  face  offers  something  that  is 
strong,  or  patient,  or  pathetic,  to  claim  one’s 
tenderness,  a tenderness  that  is  apt  to 
shrivel  when  we  turn  our  attention  to  what 
proceedeth  out  of  his  mouth.  ...  In 
the  fault  of  the  power  to  strike  humanity 
dumb,  the  next  best  thing  is  to  have  a 
ready  formula  with  which  to  turn  the  con- 
versation into  pleasant  and  impersonal 
channels,  when  it  tends  towards  the  un- 
welcome. . . . Voltaire’s  definition  of 
metaphysics  was  as  follows : ‘When  he  who 
talks  dees  not  know  what  he  is  talking 
about,  and  he  who  listens  knows  no  better, 
there  you  have  metaphysics.’  . . . Some 

of  the  things  we  should  never  talk  are : 
Don’t  mention  the  cost  of  things.  It  is 
only  pleasant  to  the  rich  and  embarrassing 
to  the  poor.  Don’t  speak  of  yourself.  No- 
body wants  to  hear  about  you,  and  your 
dignity  disappears  when  you  talk  about 
yourself.  Don’t  indulge  in  personalities; 
they  end  worse  than  they  commenced.” 

All  that  is  very  prettily  said' and  right  to 
the  maximum  point.  Perhaps  it  only  needs 
a little  addition  to  make  it  more  complete. 
Let  us  see  if  we  can  do  that.  Every  serious 
subject  in  connection  with  human  life  has 
a natural  gravitation  center  of  its  own.  A 
group  of  elements  radiates  from  it,  each 
producing  certain  petty  or  important  results 
affecting  only  this  or  that  small  group  of 
men  under  certain  given  secondary  mani- 
festations. The  grand  totality  of  those 
elements  and  results  invariably  manage  to 
focus  themselves,  to  form  a solid  conibina- 
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tion,  to  concentrate  themselves  into  one  or 
but  a few  great  results  more  or  less  affect- 
ing all  men,  for  good  or  evil,  impairing 
their  healthy  development  or  promoting  it, 
as  the  case  may  be.  All  that  implies  the 
need  of  taking  altruistic  views  of  life.  If 
we  don’t,  down  we  go,  pell-mell,  into  the 
chaos  of  mean,  selfish,  egotistic  views,  only 
willing  to  see  what  may  affect  our  own 
ego,  our  own  class,  our  own  nation.  We 
have  then  dismissed  the  universality  of 
God’s  truth.  We  are  then  entangled  in  our 
own  conceits  and  miserable,  petty,  am- 
bitious longing  for  good  to  some  and  piles 
of  evil  for  the  rest. 

Suppose  we  saw  a lot  of  men  perpetually 
engaged  in  the  task  of  stopping  some  of  the 
old  holes  of  an  old  boiler  by  placing  there 
the  very  fragments  they  had  cut  off  with 
which  to  make  new  holes  in  the  same  old 
boiler.  What  would  we  think  of  such  men? 
That  is  what  our  superior  classes  and 
nation  have  always  been  doing  with  the  old 
boiler  of  civilization.  We  all,  in  fact,  have 
directly  or  indirectly,  through  ignorance  or 
misguided,  crooked  education,  contributed 
to  that  process.  The  process  commences 
with  selfish  laws  and  ends  with  selfish 
charity.  All  charity  is  selfish  when  it 
simply  gives  wealth  or  services  to  the  few 
and  denies  equal  justice  to  all  by  standing 
for  laws  of  social  injustice.  And  who 
knows  or  wants  to  know  the  difference 
between  social  justice  and  social  injustice? 
As  lon£  as  that  is  the  predicament  of  most 
of  our  educated  people,  can  we  talk  or 
write  sensible,  honest  thoughts  on  any  sub- 
ject affecting  the  lives  of  men,  that  is, 
tending  to  improve  or  deteriorate  humanity? 

Notice  now  the  well-nigh  universal  ten- 
dency of  talking  or  writing  by  simply  taking 
one  or  a few  of  the  fragments  of  any  given 
subject,  and  on  that  flimsy  structure  place 
cretain  final  conclusions.  Just  as  well  bore 
a small  perforation  through  a heavy  door 
and  try  to  catch  through  that  insignificant 
hole  the  beauties  of  yonder  hills,  valleys, 
etc.,  for  miles  around.  Suppose  that  human 
life  is  a grand  combination  of  say — one 
thousand  important  fragments.  Most  people 
take  one,  two  or  three  of  those  fragments 
and  assume  that  they  constitute  the  gravita- 
tion center  of  all  life.  And  so  we  have 


dozens  or  hundreds  of  petty  organizations 
each  engaged  in  the  suppression  or  mere 
curtailment  of  one  among  our  fifty  or  more 
prominent  evils,  while  the  grand  funda- 
mental evil  is  totally  neglected,  or  we  make 
fun  of  it,  or  we  say  that  such  a fundamental 
evil  is  needed  for  our  own  discipline,  the 
discipline  of  wrong-doing  where  wrong  is 
bound  to  be  most  injurious  to  all  of  us. 

And  where  is  that  fundamental  evil? 
When  we  reach  that  point  most  of  our 
friends  want  to  change  the  subject.  Their 
brain  capacity  is  exhausted  when  most 
needed.  All  because  we  think  and  read  and 
talk  at  random,  most  of  the  time  if  not 
always,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  time, 
seldom  for  instruction.  To  enter  into  the 
spirit  of  what  others  mean ! How  few 
men  can  do  that!  We  want  to  carry  the 
day,  remain  on  top  in  each  discussiQn  or 
debate,  no  matter  how  much  the  truth  may 
suffer  from  it.  That  is  what  shall  happen 
in  any  discussion  on  Government  and  Pros- 
perity. Almost  every  vital  subject  is  more 
or  less  related  to  those  two  words,  the  very 
ones  to  which  we  don’t  want  to  attach  any 
altruistic  conceptions. 

A man  with  a good  digestion  never  talks 
about  it.  He  is  not  even  conscious  of  his 
having  any  digestive  organs.  A prosperous 
nation  would  not  have  to  talk  about  pros- 
perity. Our  perpetual  talk  about  it  proves 
that  we  don’t  have  it.  As  for  a healthy, 
honest  government — well,  how  can  we  have 
that  before  we  learn  the  simple  science  of 
sensible,  honest  language  in  accordance  with 
the  incomplete  thoughts  we  have  tried  to 
suggest  for  the  proper  understanding  of  all 
important  subjects  in  our  own  development? 

Jose  Gros. 


GET  YOUR  OVERTIME. 

I wish  to  congratulate  Bro.  Ruble  on  his 
article  in  the  July  Telegrapher  (Canadian 
Pac.  R.  R.  Idaho  Div.  notes)  regarding 
living  up  to  our  schedules;  will  also  say  a 
few  words  on  the  same  subject. 

On  scheduled  roads  there  is  absolutely  no 
reason  for  not  getting  overtime,  and  there  is 
too  much  of  a tendency  on  the  part  of  a great 
many  of  our  members  who  have  their  slips 
returned  marked  “Disallowed”  to  let  such 
overtime  go  unpaid  instead  of  ascertaining 
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why  “Disallowed”  and  who  disallowed  by, 
simply  taking  it  for  granted  that  because 
slips  are  returned  they  cannot  get  over- 
time to  which  they  are  justly  entitled,  which 
in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten  is  turned 
down  by  some  forty-dollar  clerk,  who  finds 
it  much  easier  to  return  slips  than  keep 
tab  on  same. 

If  the  brothers  who  have  slips  returned 
from  a chief  dispatcher  would  send  them 
back  to  their  assistant  superintendent,  and 
the  ones  returned  from  assistant  superin- 
tendent were  sent  to  the  superintendent  of 
the  division,  asking  why  such  were  dis- 
allowed, it  is  safe  to  say  that  but  very  little 
overtime  would  go  unpaid. 

I know  a brother  who  twice  in  the  past 
year  was  short  a small  amount  (less  than 
a dollar).  He  wrote  the  C.  D.  and  was 
informed  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Clerk  that  shortage 
was  account  of  him  (the  operator)  not  figur- 
ing the  time  properly.  My  friend  simply 
attached  a statement  to  the  correspondence, 
sent  same  to  his  superintendent,  and  the 
next  month  got  his  overtime. 

In  conclusion,  will  say  to  complaining 
brothers,  it  is  yourselves  who  are  at  fault, 
not  the  railroad  company;  and  you  are  also 
violating  a schedule  which  cost  our  organi- 
zation thousands  of  dollars  to  obtain.  Do 
not  allow  anyone  to  “Disallow”  money 
honestly  earned,  even  though  the  amount  be 
small;  take  it  up  with  the  proper  official. 
Above  all,  get  your  overtime. 

Cert.  1739, 

Union  Pacific  Division,  No.  6. 


GUM  MACHINES. 

I have  noticed  a great  many  interesting 
discussions  in  this  grand  old  journal  of  ours, 
relative  to  the  various  problems  that  beset 
the  average  agent,  but  have  as  yet  never 
saw  anything  concerning  the  abominable 
gum  machines  which  adorn  most  of  our 
American  depot  waiting-rooms,  and  in  my 
estimation  it  is  one  of  the  meanest  evils 
with  which  we  have  to  contend,  but  fortu- 
nately it  only  needs  attention,  as  a rule,  but 
once  a month. 

I have  noticed  that  traveling  auditors  are 
supplied  with  a rule  or  measure  with  notches 
on  it  enabling  them  to  tell  very  accurately 
the  amount  of  gum  in  any  column  of  a 


machine  by  simply  measuring  it;  but  the 
common  herd,  as  one  auditor  once  put  it  at 
me,  are  not  supplied  with  these  articles  of 
convenience,  and  is  required  to  count  his 
gum  at  end  of  each  month  to  enable  him  to 
make  up  his  reports  and  remittances  to  some 
distant  automatic  gum  machine  firm  in 
Chicago  or  elsewhere,  and  do  the  work 
as  a matter  of  course  for  nothing  or 
practically  so,  and  look  after  the  machine 
and  see  that  it  is  kept  in  proper  repair 
and  well  filled  with  gum,  and  get  repri- 
manded occasionally  if  we  let  the  supply 
run  low  and  the  machine  stand  idle  a few 
days. 


I have  often  became  disgusted  in  counting 
the  gum  at  end  of  the  month  and  set  about 
to  devise  a plan  to  avoid  this,  and  have 
succeeded  so  well  that  I feel  it  a duty  to 
give  the  receipt  to  all  Order  men,  and  it 
is  simply  this:  Fill  your  machine  with 

gum  so  that  each  column  will  come  within 
about  two  and  one-half  inches  of  the  top; 
see  that  the  gum  is  placed  in  the  machine 
in  its  proper  form  and  that  no  pieces  are 
doubled  up  at  the  bottom,  slip  the  gum 
upward  until  the  gum  is  all  in  plain  sight, 
then  count  off  in  blocks  of  ten  pieces  each, 
placing  a thin  piece  of  paper  between  each 
pile  of  ten,  then  proceed  in  like  manner 
until  all  the  columns  are  counted  off,  being 
particular  to  see  that  you  have  the  little 
piece  of  paper  between  each  pile  of  ten. 
Now  stand  the  case  upright  and  put  in  the 
weights  which  are  used  to  force  the  gum 
downward  as  used,  out.  Run  the  finger 
gently  up  and  down  over  the  column  of 
gum  to  cause  it  to  settle  and  assume  it's 
natural  position,  then  press  downward  on 
the  top  weight  rather  firmly,  letting  it  come 
upward  to  its  natural  position,  placing  the 
thumb  of  the  left  hand  firmly  on  this 
weight  to  keep  it  from  slipping  upward 
or  downward,  then  lay  the  case  down, 
marking  the  column  off  in  blocks  of  ten, 
as  indicated  by  the  little  slips  of  paper, 
making  a mark  in  the  tin  or  wood,  as  the 
case  may  be,  beginning  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  case  and  make  the  marks  on 
left-hand  side  of  the  particular  column  you 
are  working  on,  making  the  marks  plainly 
and  distinct  with  a sharp  knife  at  the 
places  indicated  by  the  paper  slips,  on  up 
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to  as  far  as  the  gum  extends.  Begin  at 
the  bottom  and  mark  or  paste  to  the  col- 
umn the  No.  io,  the  second  one  upward 
20,  etc. ; treat  each  column  separately,  mak- 
ing a separate  count  for  each  column  in 
blocks  of  ten  pieces  each.  Do  not  try  to 
mark  the  first  and  last  columns  and  then 
average  them  up  on  the  middle  columns 
by  marking  them  with  a rule  placed  on 
the  respective  marks  cross-wise,  as  this  rule 
will  not  work,  as  no  two  kinds  of  gum 
packages  are  the  same  width,  although  they 
appear  to  be  exactly  the  same.  At  the  end 
of  the  month  open  your  case  and  instead 
of  counting  the  gum  in  the  old  two  by  two 
style,  begin  at  the  last  figure  marked  on 
the  case  and  count  upward,  the  remaining 
pieces  which  are  left  upward  past  the  last 
figure  reached  by  the  gum,  add  this  to  the 
last  figure  on  the  scale  and  the  column  of 
gum  is  counted  accurately  in  an  instant, 
without  all  the  trouble  of  counting  each 
column  twice  to  see  if  correct.  If  the 
scale  is  marked  up  correctly  the  results  will 
be  accurate  and  perfect,  and  save  your  time 
and  patience  in  making  up  these  reports. 
The  sum  and  substance  of  the  matter  is. 
that  each  man  can  make  his  gum  machine 
self-recording  with  a few  minutes’  work. 
Try  it,  boys.  Cert.  1469.  Div.  31. 


ACT. 

I notice  the  article  signed  “Wanderer” 
has  brought  forth  more  comment  and  de- 
served applause  than  any  other  plan  men- 
tioned. 

The  whole  trouble  with  11s  seems  to  be 
the  failure  to  act  upon  any  one  point  with 
sufficient  force  to  be  successful.  Let  us 
take  up  this  one  point  and  bring  it  to  a 
vote  without  further  delay. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  the 
principal  features  of  this  article  signed  by 
our  roving  brother. 

The  very  thought  of  a ten-hour  day  at 
2 5 cents  per  hour  brings  a .smile  of  satis- 
faction on  my  face.  Let  us  act.  Get  to- 
gether in  your  division  rooms,  appoint  your 
committees  and  make  a demand  for  our 
rights.  Talk  is  cheap  and  will  accomplish 
nothing;  prompt,  vigorous  action  will  ac- 
complish wonders.  I wish  also  to  make 
brief  mention  of  Sunday  rest.  If  we  can- 


not have  every  Sunday,  why  not  close  every 
alternate  office  and  have  every  second  Sun- 
day to  ourselves? 

This  is  my  first  attempt  to  express  my 
opinion  in  The  Telegrapher,  so  I will  cut 
out,  leaving  the  valuable  space  to  some 
one  more  competent  to  discuss  these  ques- 
tions than  myself.  Three  cheers  for  the 
Katies.  “An  advocate  of  action.” 

Cert.  1500. 


TALES  OF  THE  TELEGRAPH. 


Seated  in  sumptuously  furnished  palace 
cars,  annihilating  space  at  the  rate  of  sixty 
miles  an  hour,  but  few  passengers  ever  give 
a thought  to  the  telegraph  operators  of 
the  road  stuck  away  in  towers  or  in  dingy 
little  depots,  in  swamps,  on  the  tops  of 
mountains,  or  on  the  bald  prairies  and  sandy 
deserts  of  the  West.  And  yet,  these  self- 
same telegraph  operators  are  a very  im- 
portant adjunct  to  the  successful  operation 
of  the  road,  and  a single  error  on  the  part 
of  one  of  them  might  result  in  the  loss  of 
many  lives  and  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  whole  length  of  the  railroad  from 
starting  point  to  terminus  is  literally  under 
the  eyes  of  the  train-dispatcher.  By  means 
of  reports  sent  in  by  hundreds  of  different 
operators,  he  knows  the  exact  location  of 
all  trains  at  all  times,  the  number  of  “loads” 
and  “empties”  in  each  train,  the  number 
of  cars  on  each  siding,  the  number  of  pass- 
ing tracks  and  their  capacity,  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  different  engines,  the  gradients 
of  the  road-bed,  and,  above  all,  he  knows 
the  personal  characteristics  of  every  con- 
ductor and  engineer  on  the  road.  In  fact, 
if  there  is  one  man  of  more  importance 
than  another  on  a railroad  it  is  the  train- 
dispatcher.  During  his  trick  of  eight  hours 
he  is  the  autocrat  of  the  road,  and  his  will 
in  the  running  of  trains  is  absolute.  There- 
fore. dispatchers  are  chosen  with  special 
regard  for  their  fitness  for  the  position. 
They  must  be  expert  telegraphers,  quick  at 
figures,  and  above  all,  they  must  be  as  cool 
as  ice,  have  nerves  of  steel,  and  must  be 
capable  of  grasping  a trying  situation  the 
minute  an  emergency  arises.  An  old  dis- 
patcher once  said  to  me:  “Sooner  or  later 

a dispatcher,  if  he  sticks  to  the  business, 
will  have  his  smash-up,  and  then  down  goes 
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a reputation  which  possibly  he  has  been 
years  in  building  up,  and  his  name  is  in- 
scribed on  the  roll  of  ‘has-beens.*  ” 

Before  the  dispatcher  comes  the  operator, 
and  the  old  biblical  saying,  “Many  are 
called  but  few  are  chosen,”  is  well  illus- 
trated by  the  small  number  of  good  dis- 
patchers that  are  found;  it  is  easy  enough 
to  find  excellent  operators,  but  a first-class 
dispatcher  is  a rarity  among  them.  I learned 
telegraphy  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
ago  at  a school  away  out  in  western  Kan- 
sas. After  I had  been  there  three  or  four 
months,  I was  the  star  of  the  class,  and 
imagined  that  the  spirit  of  Professor  Morse 
had  been  reincarnated  in  me.  No  wire  was 
too  swift  for  me  to  work,  no  office  too  great 
for  me  to  manage;  in  fact,  visions  of  a 
superintendency  of  telegraph  flitted  before 
my  eyes.  Such  institutions  as  this  school 
are  very  correctly  named  “ham  factories/’ 

During  my  stay  at  the  school  I formed 
the  acquaintance  of  the  night  operator  at 
the  depot,  and  it  was  my  wont  to  spend 
most  of  my  nights  there  picking  up  odds 
and  ends  of  information.  For  my  own 
benefit  I used  to  copy  everything  that  came 
along;  but  the  young  man  in  charge  never 
left  me  entirely  alone.  Night  operators  at 
all  small  stations  have  to  take  care  of  their 
own  lamps  and  fires,  sweep  out,  handle 
baggage,  and  in  short,  be  porter  as  well  as 
operator,  and  for  the  privilege  of  being 
allowed  to  stay  about  I used  to  do  this 
work  for  the  night  man  at  the  office  in 
question.  Some  few  weeks  after  this  he 
was  transferred  to  a day  office  up  the  road, 
and  by  his  help  I was  made  night  operator 
in  his  stead.  Need  I say  how  proud  I felt 
when  I received  a message  from  the  chief 
dispatcher  telling  me  to  report  for  duty 
that  night?  I think  I was  the  proudest 
man,  or  boy  rather,  on  earth.  Just  think: 
Night  operator,  porter  and  baggage-man, 
working  from  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening 
until  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
receiving  the  magnificent  sum  of  forty  dol- 
lars per  month.  It  was  enough  to  make 
my  bosom  swell  with  pride,  and  its  a won- 
der I didn’t  burst. 

Heretofore  I had  had  my  friend  to  fall 
back  upon  when  I was  copying  messages 
or  orders,  but  now  I was  alone  and  the 


responsibility  was  all  mine.  I managed  to 
get  through  the  first  night  very  well,  be- 
cause all  I had  to  do  was  to  take  a few 
“rad”  commercial  messages,  “OS”  the  trains 
and  load  ten  big  sample  trunks  on  No.  2. 
The  trains  were  all  on  time  and  conse- 
quently there  were  no  orders.  I was  proud 
of  my  success  and  went  off  duty  at  seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning  with  a feeling  th&t 
my  services  were  well  nigh  indispensable 
to  the  road,  and  if  anything  were  to  happen 
to  me  receivers  would  surely  have  to  l>e 
appointed. 

The  second  night  everything  went 
smoothly  until  towards  eleven  o’clock,  when 
the  dispatcher  began  to  call  “MN”  and  gave 
the  signal,  “9.”  The  situation  was  anything 
but  pleasant  for  me,  because  I had  never 
yet,  on  my  own  responsibility,  taken  a train 
order,  and  I stood  in  a wholesome  fear  of 
the  results  that  might  accrue  from  any 
error  of  mine.  So  I didn’t  answer  the  dis- 
patcher at  once,  as  I should  have  done, 
because  I hoped  he  would  get  tired  of  call- 
ing me  and  would  tackle  “OG,”  and  give 
him  the  order.  But  he  didn’t.  He  just 
kept  on  calling  me,  increasing  his  speed  all 
the  time.  In  sheer  desperation  I went  out 
on  the  platform  for  five  minutes  and 
stamped  around  to  keep  warm,  hoping  all 
the  time  he  would  stop  when' he  found  I 
did  not  answer?  But  when  I returned,  in- 
stead of  calling  me  on  one  wire  he  had  his 
operator  calling  me  on  the  commercial  line 
while  he  was  pounding  away  on  the  rail- 
road wire.  At  the  rate  those  two  sounders 
were  going  they  sounded  to  me  like  the 
crack  of  doom  and  I was  becoming  power- 
fully warm.  I finally  mustered  up  courage 
and  answered  him.  The  first  thing  the  dis- 
patcher said  was,  “Where  in  h — I have  you 
been?”  I didn’t  think  that  was  a very  nice 
thing  for  him  to  say,  and  he  fired  it  at 
me  so  fast  I could  hardly  read  it,  so  I 
simply  replied,  “Out  fixing  my  batteries.” 
“Well,”  he  said,  “your  batteries  will  need 
fixing  when  I get  through  with  you.  Now 
copy  3.”  So  I grabbed  my  manifold  order- 
book  and  stylus  and  prepared  to  copy.  There 
is  a rule  printed  in  large  bold  type  on  all 
railroad  time  cards,  which  says,  “Dispatch- 
ers, in  sending  train  orders  to  operators, 
will  regulate  their  speed  to  the  abilities  of 
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the  operators.  In  all  cases  they  will  send 
plainly  and  distinctly.”  If  the  dispatcher 
had  sent  according  to  my  ability  just  then 
he  would  have  sent  that  order  by  train  mail. 
But  instead,  from  the  very  beginning  he 
fired  it  at  me  so  fast  that  before  I had 
started  to  take  it  he  was  away  down  in  the 
body  of  it.  I had  only  written  down  the 
order  number  and  date,  when  I broke  and 
said,  “GA  To.  "That  made  him  madder  than 
ever  an4  he  went  at  me  with  increased 
violence,  the  sounder  seeming  like  the  roll 
of  a drum.  I think  I broke  him  about  ten 
times  and  finally  he  said,  “For  heaven’s  sake 
go  wake  up  the  day  man.  You’re  nothing 
but  a ham.”  Strangely  enough  I could 
take  all  of  his  nasty  remarks  without  any 
trouble,  while  the  order  almost  completely 
stumped  me.  However,  I finally  succeeded 
in  putting  it  all  down,  repeated  it  back  to 
him,  and  received  his  “OK.” 

When  the  train  arrived  the  conductor 
and  engineer  came  in  the  office  and  I gave 
them  the  order.  The  conductor  glanced  at 
for  a moment  and  then  said,  with  a broad 
grin,  “Say,  kid,  which  foot  did  you  use  in 
copying  this?”  My  copy  wasn’t  very  clear, 
but  finally  he  deciphered  it  and  they  both 
signed  their  names,  the  dispatcher  gave  me 
the  “complete,”  and  they  left. 

As  soon  as  the  train,  which  was  No.  22, 
a live  stock  express,  had  departed,  I made 
my  “OS”  report  and  then  heaved  a big 
sigh  of  relief.  Scarcely  had  the  tail-lights 
disappeared  across  the  bridge  and  around 
the  bend  when  the  dispatcher  called  again 
and  said,  “For  God’s  sake  stop  that  train !” 
I said,  “Can’t.  She’s  gone.”  “Well,”  he 
snapped  back,  “there’s  a good  chance  for  a 
fine  smash-up  this  night.” 

That  scared  me  almost  out  of  my  wits, 
and  I looked  at  my  copy  of  the  order.  But 
it  read  all  right,  and  yet  I felt  mighty 
creepy. 

About  thirty  minutes  afterwards  I heard 
a heavy  step  on  the  platform,  and  in  a sec- 
ond the  hind  brakeman  came  tramping  in 
and  cheerfully  saluted  me  with,  “Well,  I 
reckon  you’ve  raised  h — I to-night;  21  and 
22  are  up  against  each  other  hard  about  a 
mile  and  a half  east  of  here.  They  met 
on  a curve  and  engines,  box-cars,  live  stock 
and  freight  are  piled  up  in  fine  shape.” 


“Anyone  killed?”  I asked,  with  a blanched 
face  and  sinking  heart.  “Naw,  no  one  is 
exactly  killed,  but  one  engineer  and  a fire- 
man are  pretty  badly  scalded,  and  “Shorty” 
Jones,  our  head  man,  has  a broken  leg 
caused  by  jumping.  You’d  better  tell  the 
dispatcher.” 

Visions  of  the  penitentiary  for  criminal 
neglect  danced  before  my  disordered  brain; 
all  my  knowledge  of  telegraphy  fled ; I was 
weak  in  the  knees,  sick  at  heart,  and  as 
near  a complete  wreck  as  a man  could  be. 
But  something  had  to  be  done,  so  I finally 
told  the  dispatcher  that  Nos.  21  and  22 
were  in  the  ditch,  and  he  snapped  back, 
“D — n it,  I’ve  been  expecting  it,  and  have 
ordered  the  wrecking  outfit  out  from 
Watsego.  You  turn  your  red  light  and 
hold  everything  that  comes  along.  In  the 
meantime  go  wake  up  the  day  man.  I want 
an  operator  there  and  not  a ham.” 

When  the  day  man  came  in,  half-dressed, 
he  said,  “Well,  what  is  the  matter?” 
Speech  had  entirely  left  me  by  this  time, 
so  I simply  pointed  to  the  order  and  the 
brakeman  told  him  the  rest. 

Never  in  all  my  life  have  I spent  such  a 
night  as  that.  The  day  man  regaled  me 
with  charming  little  incidents  about  men  he 
knew  who,  for  having  been  criminally  neg- 
ligent, had  been  shot  by  infuriated  engineers 
or  had  been  sent  up  for  ten  years.  He 
seemed  to  take  a fiendish  delight  in  telling 
me  these  things  and  my  discomfiture  was 
great.  I would  have  run  away  if  I hadn't 
been  too  weak. 


About  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  after 
a night  of  misery,  he  patronizingly  told  me 
that  it  wasn’t  my  fault  at  all ; the  dispatcher 
had  given  a lap  order,  and  that  the  blame 
was  on  him. 


Well,  the  reaction  was  as  bad,  almost, 
as  the  first  feeling  of  horror.  I went  home 
and  after  a light  breakfast  retired  to  bed. 
but  not  to  sleep,  for  every  time  I would 
close  my  eyes  visions  of  wrecks,  peni- 
tentiaries. dead  men  and  ruined  homes  came 
crowding  upon  my  disordered  brain. 


About  ten  o’clock  they  sent  for  me  to 
come  to  the  office.  I went  over  and  Webster, 
the  agent,  said  the  superintendent  wanted 
to  see  me.  I had  never  seen  the  super- 
intendent and  he  seemed  to  me  to  be  about 
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as  far  off  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  I screwed  up  my  courage  and 
went  in. 

I saw  a kindly-looking  gentleman  seated 
before  Webster's  desk,  but  I was  too  much 
frightened  to  speak  and  just  stood  there 
like  a bump  on  a log.  Presently  Mr.  Brink, 
the  superintendent,  turned  to  Webster  and 
said,  “I  wonder  why  that  night  man  doesn't 
come?"  I tremblingly  replied,  “I  am  the 
night  man,  sir."  He  looked  at  me  for  a 
moment  and  smilingly  said,  "Why  bless  my 
soul,  my  lad;  I thought  you  were  a mes- 
senger boy."  He  then  asked  me  for  my 
story  of  the  wreck.  When  I had  given  it 
he  seemed  satisfied,  and  gave  me  lots  of 
good  advice,  but  in  the  end  he  said  I was 
too  young  to  have  the  position  and  I was 
discharged.  But  he  kindly  added  that  in  a 
few  years  he  would  be  glad  to  have  me 
come  back  on  the  road  after  I had  acquired 
more  experience.  The  next  day  I returned 
to  school. 

[ To  be  continued.] 


THE  $75.00  MINIMUM  18  NOT  WHAT 
WE  WANT. 

I say,  cut  the  $75  minimum  out  and  go 
after  the  increase  salary,  say  of  about  20 
or  25  per  cent.  We  want  something  that 
will  benefit  all. 

Brothers  who  advocate  the  $75  minimum 
I think  must  be  looking  only  at  the  road 
upon  which  they  perform  their  respective 
duties  for  discussion,  and  not  at  the  web- 
woven  steel  that  make  up  the  hundreds  of 
railroads  in  America.  Not  that  I wouldn't 
like  to  be  dragging  out  the  handsome  sum 
of  $75  per,  but  I think  it  is  impossible  to 
get  this  right  on  the  jump.  As  has  been 
said  before  in  previous  articles,  that  many 
of  the  smaller  offices  would  be  cut  out, 
thereby  throwing  many  of  our  worthy  broth- 
ers out  of  employment.  And,  on  the  other 
extreme,  this  would  be  a very  slight  in- 
crease to  the  boys  in  the  Western  States. 
Take,  for  instance.  California.  Most  of 
the  offices  of  any  importance  pay  nearly 
$75,  and  some  of  them  more.  Take  the 
Southern  Pacific  boys;  they  already  have  a 
$77  minimum  and  are  solid  O.  R.  T. 

It  wouldn’t  be  right  for  us  to  secure  a 
schedule  through  the  efforts  of  the  O.  R.  T. 


and  let  a lot  of  scabs  and  nons  reap  the 
benefits,  and  let  our  worthy  brothers  who 
so  helped  to  secure  the  schedule  realize  no 
benefits  whatever. 

What  we  want,  I say,  is  something  that 
will  benefit  all  telegraphers,  operators  or 
hams,  whichever  they  may  be  termed.  Ex- 
cuse the  word  ham,  but  I would  rather  be 
the  poorest  ham  on  the  pike  than  the  best 
scab  that  ever  happened. 

Although  only  a short  time  eligible  to 
membership  in  our  noble  Order,  I have 
read  The  Telegrapher  with  much  interest, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  all  are  speaking 
for  themselves  and  their  respective  roads. 
Now,  brothers  and  sisters,  the  only  thing 
that  I see  that  will  benefit  all  is  a 20  or  25 
per  cent  increase.  This  would  benefit  us 
equally  from  the  dispatcher  to  the  beginner 
in  the  tower  out  in  the  jungles.  A 20  or 
25  per  cent  increase  would  buy  cigars  on 
the  side  for  the  first  year,  and  then,  if  we 
didn’t  like  it  we  could  hit  'em  up  again, 
say  for  about  10  per  cent  raise.  This  would 
help  wonderfully  on  our  former  increased 
salary.  We  could  continue  this  yearly  and 
would  soon  be  drawing  some  real  hand- 
some checks. 

This  should  look  reasonable.  I am  sure 
that  we  who  are  so  bound  together  do  not 
want  to  be  selfish  and  deprive  some  of  our 
good  O.  R.  T.  men  of  the  benefits  the  pro- 
posed $75  minimum  schedule  would  bring 
us,  and  let  some  dirty,  greazy  scab  carry 
off  the  prize  brought  about  by  the  good 
work  of  the  Order.  We  can’t  stand  for 
that  and  have  the  scabs  and  nons  sporting 
around  town  with  their  foxy  socks  and 
boasting  of  his  salary,  that  which  he  did 
not  help  to  secure.  Now,  be  honest,  broth- 
ers. Don't  you  all  think  that  the  per  cent 
increase  in  salary  is  the  square  plan?  We 
don’t  want  to  leave  anybody  out  in  the 
rain. 

I also  notice  that  many  wish  shorter 
hours  and  Sunday  rest.  This  will  have  to 
be  brought  about  in  an  entirely  different 
manner,  and  here  again  I am  sure  we  won't 
all  be  treated  alike.  My  idea  is  that  this 
will  have  to  come  under  the  heading  of 
hourly  pay.  Of  course,  the  companies  are 
going  to  give  us  every  hour  off  possible 
after  our  ten  hours  is  up  in  this  plan  of 
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hourly  pay,  and  many  stations  would  be 
closed  Sundays.  Here  again  we  would  not 
all  be  treated  alike.  While  the  boys  in  the 
smaller  stations  were  enjoying  their  Sunday 
rest  the  poor  boys  in  the  stiffer  offices 
would  be  compelled  to  do  the  same  old 
trick,  as  they  did  before  the  schedule  of 
hourly  pay  was  secured.  Sure,  the  boys 
in  the  heavier  offices  would  be  deriving  a 
benefit  in  the  schedule,  but  we  want  to  be 
together  and  see  each  enjoy  the  Sundays 
and  holidays  equally. 

Another  thing  I see  discussed  regularly 
in  The  Telegrapher  is  the  handling  of 
express,  Western  Union  and  U.  S.  mail.  I 
notice  a percentage  or  minimum  basis  seems 
to  be  the  only  remedy  for  this  abuse.  I 
think  there  is  a little  selfishness  concealed 
in  this  also.  I haven’t  as  yet  noticed  any 
article  reading  that  enough  should  be  de- 
manded so  as  to  divvy  with  the  owl  who 
helps  you  secure  your  minimum  or  percent- 
age. Surely,  Mr.  Agent  wouldn’t  be  greedy 
enough  to  accept  the  salaries  from  the  ex- 
press, Western  Union  and  U.  S.  mail  and 
not  divide  with  the  poor  owl  who  trudges 
out  in  the  rain  and  snow  and  hangs  the 
night  mails,  and  wades  in  water  to  his 
knees  to  secure  the  pouch  discharged  from 
the  train.  Not  to  divide  with  the  night 
man  for  this  would  be  worse  than  working 
a dead  cinch  confidence  game  on  him. 
For,  if  Mr.  Owl  should  chance  to  drop  to 
sleep  and  miss  a mail  he  is  taxed  one  dollar 
for  same.  And  in  this  he  has  a chance  of 
losing  and  no  earthly  chance  of  winning, 
unless  Mr.  Agent  would  be  generous  enough 
to  divide  the  spoils  with  him. 

He  should  also  have  a drag  out  of  the 
Western  Union,  as  he  is  deprived  of  several 
minutes’  sleep  and  awakened  several  times 
by  a call  on  the  Western  Union  wife.  And 
it  wouldn’t  be  right  for  him  to  transact  half 
of  the  Western  Union  business  and  let 
Mr.  Agent  get  all  the  rake-off. 

I think  also  a division  should  be  made 
with  the  night  man  for  handling  express. 
Many  places  there  is  more  express  to  handle 
at  night  than  in  the  day-time,  and  of  course, 
the  owl  has  to 'fight  it  and  he  should  secure 
a part  of  the  salary  paid  for  that  business 
1 think  our  schedule  should-  be  arranged 
so  the  owl  would  be  paid  proportionately, 


according  to  the  work  he  has  to  do  in  the 
handling  of  express,  Western  Union  and 
U.  S.  mail. 

I am  an  owl  myself,  and  some  might 
think  that  I was  talking  for  myself  in  this, 
but  not  so.  I have  none  of  these  things 
to  bother  me,  but  I am  greatly  in  sympathy 
with  my  comrades  along  the  pike,  who 
do  have  to  perform  these  appetising  exer- 
cises and  secure  no  pay  for  same.  Again, 
to  make  it  more  vivid  that  I am  not  talking 
for  myself,  I expect  to  be  Mr.  Agent  my- 
self some  of  these  Sundays. 

Brothers,  I think  we  should  arrange  our 
schedule  so  that  each  and  every  one  of  us 
would  be  treated  alike  and  be  benefited  by 
it  as  near  equally  as  possible.  And  the 
nearest  I can  come  to  it  is  on  the  percent- 
age basis.  Let’s  hear  from  more  of  the 
owls.  Cert.  6727. 


THE  SANTA  FE. 


While  much  has  been  said  in  reference  to 
diverting  traffic  from  unfair  roads,  I have 
failed  to  notice  anything  calculated  to  reach 
shippers  who  furnish  their  own  routing 
directions.  With  a great  many  people  it 
is  a matter  of  indifference  how  tickets  or 
freight  shipments  are  routed,  and  in  dealing 
with  this  class  there  should  be  little,  if  any, 
trouble  in  securing  proper  routing.  It  is 
a different  matter,  however,  with  the  man 
who  specifically  requests  his  tickets  or 
freight  routed  via  lines  of  his  own  selection. 
The  mere  statement  that  the  line  he  may 
select  is  unfair  may  not  convince  him  that 
it  is  to  his  interest  to  patronize  another 
road.  We  must  show  him  that  the  scab 
road  over-works  and  under-pays  its  em- 
ployes. otherwise  it  would  not  be  a scab 
road,  and  any  intelligent  person  will  readily 
understand  that  where  such  is  the  case  the 
liability  to  accidents  is  greatly  increased. 
The  irresponsible  boomer  wdio  is  unfit  to 
be  intrusted  with  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  public  seeks  such  roads,  when  he  is 
in  need  of  a “stake.”  for  he  knows  that 
the  first-class  roads  will  not  tolerate  him. 
The  writer  knows  whereof  he  speaks,  for 
he  was  recently  employed  by  the  Santa  Fe 
(am  not  a boomer,  however;  it  was  a case 
of  ignorance).  The  majority  of  the  men 
employed  011  the  Santa  Fe  are  of  course 
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good  men,  but  they  also  have  incompetents 
who  have  no  business  in  responsible  posi- 
tions. It  is  a rule  of  the  Santa  Fe  that 
the  train  order  signal  must  be  displayed 
at  all  times,  except  when  trains  are  passing 
for  which  there  are  no  orders,  but  this  rule 
was  not  generally  observed  on  the  division 
where  I worked.  Two  or  three  instances 
of  trains  passing  stations  while  the  oper- 
ators were  asleep  came  under  my  observa- 
tion. This  could  not  have  happened  if  the 
rule  regarding  the  train  order  signal  had 
been  obeyed,  yet  nothing  was  said  to  the 
offenders  for  having  their  boards  clear.  At 
one  of  their  heaviest  train  order  stations 
the  night  operator  slept  constantly  on  duty 
and  kept  his  board  clear.  I know  of  two 
occasions  when  he  forgot  to  deliver  orders 
to  passenger  trains,  yet  he  was  retained  in 
the  service  for  some  time. 

At  another  station  where  there  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a day  and  night  operator,  one 
man  held  both  jobs,  sleeping  when  not 
needed  and  depending  upon  his  call  or  his 
wife  to  wake  him  when  the  dispatcher 
wanted  him;  so  that  he  was  practically  on 
duty  all  the  time.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  such  a dangerous  practice  would  not 
have  been  permitted  on  a good  road. 

On  the  division  in  question  one  of  the 
dispatchers  would  ask  operators  themselves 
to  sign  conductors'  names  to  “31”  orders, 
and  he  would  give  “complete”  to  them  so 
they  could  be  handed  up  without  stopping 
the  train.  As  the  Santa  Fe  makes  a liberal 
use  of  “19”  orders  it  can  readily  be  seen 
that  “31”  orders  handled  in  this  careless 
manner  restricted  the  rights  of  the  train 
they  were  delivered  to.  I was  once  asked 
to  hand  up  a “31”  order  to  a limited  pas- 
senger train,  but  refused  to  do  so.  Every 
railway  telegrapher  knows  that  it  is  simply 
criminal  carelessness  to  handle  train  orders 
in  such  a manner,  and  liable  to  cause  col- 
lisions. 

The  above-mentioned  short-comings  I 
know  to  be  facts,  and  it  is  facts  like  these 
that  we  should  hand  out  to  people  who  can 
be  persuaded  in  no  other  way.  If  we  can 
make  them  understand  what  it  means  for 
operators  to  sleep  on  duty  with  their  train 
order  boards  clear  when  they  should  show 
red,  and  deliver  “31”  orders  which  they 


have  signed  themselves,  there  will  not  be 
much  trouble  in  convincing  them  that  it 
will  be  better  for  their  health  to  travel 
via  a line  that  treats  its  employes  like  white 
men.  The  general  public  knows  but  very 
little  about  the  operation  of  railroads,  and 
were  it  not  for  this  ignorance,  the  unfair 
list  would  be  unnecessary,  for  no  man 
would  patronize  a road  that  he  knew  to  be 
unsafe  if  he  could  avoid  it,  and  the  officials 
of  such  a road  would  be  quick  to  realize 
their  mistake.  It  lies  within  our  power  to 
educate  the  public  to  a certain  extent,  and 
education  along  these  lines  will  be  of  more 
benefit  to  ourselves  as  well  as  the  public 
than  the  sympathy  racket,  no  matter  how 
well  worked.  When  a customer  calls  for 
a ticket  or  asks  for  his  freight  to  be  shipped 
over  an  unfair  road,  the  chances  are  that 
he  will  be  easier  to  convince  if  you  point 
out  the  danger  and  the  reasons  for  it. 
Sympathy  is  all  right,  but  it  does  not  reach 
all  people.  Agate. 


THE  AGE  LIMIT. 

We  notice  an  article  in  the  July  Teleg- 
rapher headed  “Hasten  Age  Limit,”  and 
another,  “Physical  Examination  and  Age 
Limit,”  which  we  have  no  doubt  are  the 
sentiments  of  a couple  as  worthy  brothers 
as  ourselves,  yet  we  take  partial  exceptions 
to  some  of  the  theories  as  set  forth  in 
these  articles,  and  claiming  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  pertains  to  the  publicity 
of  our  ideas  through  the  columns  of  our 
valuable  journal,  we  beg  leave  to  respond, 
however  insignificant  our  efforts  may  prove 
as  compared  to  the  able  articles  heretofore 
mentioned. 

While  too  much  cannot  be  said  upon  the 
question  of  physical  examination,  I do  not 
see  wherein  we  are  justified  in  agitating 
the  age  limit  question.  How  many  of  us 
are  there  working  to-day  that  entered  the 
field  after  the  age  of  twenty-one?  Do  you 
not  suppose  that  it  takes  a man  as  long 
to  attain  that  degree  of  efficiency  and  good 
judgment  if  he  enters  the  railway  service 
after  the  age  of  twenty-one  that  it  does 
if  he  enters  it  previous  to  that  time?  The 
brother  also  makes  the  assertion,  “Railways 
employ  boy  telegraphers  because  as  a class 
they  will  work  cheaper/’  I do  not  think 
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a man  is  justified  in  making  an  assertion 
of  this  kind.  While  I am  a good  many 
years  beyond  the  age  of  twenty-one,  I 
started  in  the  service  three  years  previous 
to  that  time,  and  the  reason,  perhaps,  was, 
I was  not  as  fortunate  as  some  and  had 
others  dependent  upon  me  for  support. 
However,  I did  not  enter  the  field  seeking 
to  decrease  the  paltry  remuneration  received 
by  some  older  brother,  but  to  better  my  con- 
dition if  possible,  and  no  doubt  every  boy 
who  has  had  to  do  this  has  looked  for 
even  better  remuneration  at  all  times.  When 
I entered  the  railway  service  I was  con- 
versant with  nearly  every  branch  of  rail- 
way work,  from  shoveling  on  the  section 
to  the  duties  of  a station  agent,  and  I was 
assigned  to  a small  station  where  the  salary 
was  $45  per  month,  the  company  furnishing 
a cottage,  for  which  they  deducted  $6  per 
month.  There  was  scarcely  anything  to 
do  but  stay  there.  A man  did  not  have 
to  be  in  the  office  five  hours  per  day,  but 
I immediately  saw  that  an  operator  of  any 
description  was  entitled  to  more  than  that 
remuneration,  and  within  a few  months, 
through  persistent  efforts  and  some  able 
argument,  I had  the  salary  raised  $5  per 
month  and  the  rent  free. 

After  serving  there  nearly  two  years  I 
resigned  and  went  to  another  division  of 
the  road  on  which  I was  employed  and  was 
assigned  to  another  station  of  the  same 
class,  and  when  I was  informed  that  the 
salary  was  $45  and  house  rent,  I told  them 
to  raise  the  salary  or  check  me  out,  as  I 
considered  my  time  was  worth  more  else- 
where, and  they  immediately  raised  the 
salary  to  $50  and  house  rent,  and  when  I 
was  promoted  some  three  months  later,  I 
was  relieved  by  a man  who  was  somewhat 
past  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  who  was  a 
Janesville  graduate,  and  when  he  put  in 
his  time  at  $50  per  month,  they  advised  him 
the  salary  was  only  $45  and  house  rent,  and 
he  took  the  medicine  and  said  he  liked  it. 
Perhaps  it  was  through  a special  dispensa- 
tion that  I was  permitted  to  draw  more 
than  other  men  in  the  same  position,  but  I 
am  led  to  believe  it  was  because  I would 
not  work  for  the  salary,  and  I can  say 
from  the  time  I entered  the  service  up 
t<>  the  time  I was  twenty-one  I had  the 


pleasure  of  being  instrumental  in  securing 
a raise  of  $5  per  month  at  three  different 
stations  and  securing  additional  help  at 
another. 

Of  course,  perhaps,  I was  not  as  popular 
as  some  old  heads  who  had  held  down  $45 
stations  for  from  twelve  to  twenty  years  in 
the  same  town  where  they  saw  the  railway 
company's  business  increase  three-fold  with- 
out ever  mentioning  the  fact  that  their 
wages  were  the  same  as  when  they  opened 
the  station,  but  I had  the  satisfaction  of 
advocating  a principle  which  I believed  to 
pertain  to  the  betterment  of  the  fraternity 
at  large,  and  I left  this  road  with  good 
letters  showing  nine  years  continuous  ser- 
vice. 

Now,  when  our  organization  will  have 
reached  the  go  per  cent  mark  there  will 
be  very  few  students,  and  when  there  are 
no  students  it  will  be  but  a question  of 
a short  time  when  all  the  men  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  now  working  will  have 
attained  their  majority,  and  the  danger  from 
minor  labor , which  the  brother  seems  so 
fearful  of,  will  have  been  obliterated. 

The  brother  also  cites  us  to  the  fact  that 
most  of  our  executive  officers  are  men  past 
the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  tries  to  lead 
us  to  believe  that  age  alone  denotes  ability 
and  brings  a man  to  that  higher  degree  of 
eligibility  that  is  absolutely  necessary  as  a 
representative  of  a people,  or  makes  a 
man  fit  to  assume  a position  of  re- 
sponsibility. This  is  absurd.  I know  men 
who  have  been  elected  to  fill  offices,  such 
as  representatives  and  state  senators,  and 
other  public  offices,  who  have  not  educa- 
tion enough  to  make  a few  intelligent  re- 
marks in  appreciation  of  their  election  to 
their  constituents  who  elected  them  when 
called  upon  to  do  so,  or  to  frame  some  little 
bill  in  the  interest  of  their  constituents, 
and  are  obliged  to  employ  some  attorney 
to  do  this  work  for  them,  and  they  get  the 
credit  because  perhaps  they  can  sign  their 
names  to  a bank  check  sufficiently  legible 
to  buy  their  election,  and  make  the  rank 
and  file  believe  they  are  smart  men,  when 
there  are  boys  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
to-day  who  have  received  an  education  in 
our  modern  institutions,  that  more  fitted 
to  fill  these  offices,  yet  their  age  does  not 
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permit  them,  or  they  are  handicapped  by 
lack  of  the  “long  green.” 

We  cannot  pose  as  a champion  of  the 
cause  of  labor  and  advocate  freedom  and 
equal  privileges  to  all  who  have  to  earn 
their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  seek  to  bring  about  rulings  that  will 
at  the  same  time  deprive  them  of  this 
privilege.  Who  is  to  blame  for  our  con- 
dition? Who  is  responsible  for  the  salary 
we  are  receiving?  It  cannot  be  the  few 
boys  under  twenty-one  who  are  trying  to 
get  along  in  the  world  and  perhaps  support 
a mother,  father,  or  sister.  We  are  our- 
selves to  blame.  We  are  making  a con- 
tinuous howl  about  the  condition  of  affairs 
and  taking  no  action  personally.  How  many 
of  us  have  made  complaint  to  our  officials 
regarding  our  salaries  or  the  work  required 
of  us?  How  many  of  us  have  received  a 
raise  in  pay  or  a reduction  of  hours  with- 
out asking  for  it  unless  through  some  com- 
mittee representing  us?  And  I would  say 
again  if  we  expect  to  become  90  per  cent 
strong  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  accept 
for  membership  every  one  actually  employed 
in  railway  service  as  an  operator,  provided 
he  meets  our  requirements  as  pertains  to 
character,  habits,  etc.,  no  matter  if  has 
not  worked  a year.  I know  men  who 
would  join  and  make  good  members  only 
for  the  fact  that  they  are  debarred  by  our 
constitution  and  by-laws  account  not  having 
had  the  required  years  of  railroad  experi- 
ence, and  these  same  men  are  being  called 
“Scabs”  and  “Hams”  by  a few  hot-heads 
each  day,  and  the  result  will  be  that  by 
the  time  they  are  eligible  to  membership 
in  our  Order  their  minds  will  have  been 
gradually  instilled  with  a feeling  of  resent- 
ment, so  that  if  they  ever  do  join  us  it 
will  not  be  with  that  spirit  of  friendliness 
and  loyalty  which  makes  men  O.  R.  T.  men. 
What  we  want  is  complete  organization, 
not  75  per  cent  or  90  per  cent,  but  100  per 
cent;  then  make  a demand  that  is  worth 
asking  for  and  L feel  confident  you  will 
have  the  co-operation  of  each  and  every 
man,  at  least  every  man  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one. 

Yours  in  S.  O.  & D., 

Cert.  1511,  Div.  54. 


WHY  WE  SHOULD  HAVE  IT. 

We  should  have  a $75  minimum,  but  you 
know  we  don't  have  sand  enough  to  ask 
for  it.  Every  time  we  think  of  asking  the 
trainmen  are  ahead  of  us,  and  then  we 
hate  to  ask  for  fear  the  company  cannot  pay 
the  increase  to  the  trainmen  and  to  the 
operators,  too.  That’s  the  reason  the  train- 
men are  so  much  better  paid  than  we  are; 
they  never  leave  us  have  a chance  to  ask. 
Then,  too,  maybe  if  we  would  ask  for  more 
pay  the  company  could  not  grant  the  pas- 
senger conductors  two  weeks’  vacation  with 
full  pay,  who  now  get  three  times  the 
wages  we  do.  Of  course,  the  passenger 
conductors  handle  the  passengers’  cash  and 
we  only  handle  their  lives;  of  course,  it  is 
a question  which  is  the  most  important, 
whether  handling  the  lives  of  the  public  or 
their  cash.  The  engineer  who  gets  $5  to 
pull  a train  over  the  division  and  does  it 
with  perfect  safety  by  trusting  the  oper- 
ator’s signals,  etc. 

The  engineer  has  charge  of  one  train  for 
$5  for  his  day.  The  operator  has  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  trains  his  day;  “eight 
hours  for  $1.59. 

The  engineer  is  very  careful  when  he 
gets  a green  signal  because  his  own  life  is 
at  stake.  The  operator  is  very  careful  to 
give  the  proper  signals  because  he  has 
other  people’s  lives  at  stake,  and  he  is 
getting  paid  for  it,  too,  but  only  159  pennies 
per  day,  and  how  well  we  know  its  not  the 
engineer’s  fault. 

The  engineer  can  pay  the  butcher  159 
cents  for  meat,  the  rest  he  has  for  bread, 
butter,  shoes  and  rent,  and  if  he  knows 
when  his  State  and  county  taxes  are  due, 
he  can  save  up  enough  so  the  tax  collector 
don’t  set  him  and  his  dear  wife  out  on 
the  street  for  taxes.  The  operator  takes 
his  little  $1.50  and  buys  bread  and  butter, 
stands  the  shoe  man  off  by  telling  him  he 
must  have  the  shoes  as  he  has  three  miles 
to  walk  to  work.  The  shoemaker  asks, 
why  don’t  you  live  where  you  work?  and 
we  tell  him  there  is  no  hollow  trees  large 
enough  to  live  in.  Then  he  says,  why 
don’t  you  ride  on  trains.  Because  trains 
don’t  run  to  suit  operators,  and  only  extra 
operators  have  division  card  passes,  and  if 
they  stay  all  night  at  a place  they  are 
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called  in.  Then  he  gives,  us  the  shoes  on 
tick  and  we  move  to , pay  rent,  pro- 

viding we  can  arrange  to  move  at  night. 

Let  us  all  hope  the  heads  of  the  railroad 
company  will  grant  the  trainmen  io  per  cent 
of  an  increase  some  time  again,  and  they 
will  hate  to  slight  the  poor  operators. 
Then  we  will  rejoice  same  as  we  did  in 
November,  1902.  But  maybe  the  company 
thinks  what  ain’t  worth  asking  for  is  not 
worth  having.  Well,  we  give  them  credit 
for  thinking  right. 

“Where  are  we  at?”  We  all  hope  when 
that  proper  times  comes  that  the  butcher 
does  not  need  to  come  around  with  a bull- 
dog and  double-barrel  gun  to  collect  the 
butcher’s  bill.  I hope  so. 

N.  O.  Mugwamp. 


$2.00  PER  DAY  MINIMUM. 

I suggest  that  we  make  a general  demand 
for  a $2  per  day  minimum  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River  and  $2.50  per  day  min- 
imum west  of  the  Mississippi  River  for  all 
telegraphers,  agents  and  levermen.  That  we 
classify  the  telegraphers,  agents  and  lever- 
men. 

Put  the  telegraphers  into  three  classes : 

Class  1.  Telegraphers  at  block  stations. 

Class  2.  Telegraphers  at  yard  offices  and 
heavy  positions  along  the  line. 

Class  3.  Telegraphers  at  general  offices 
and  superintendent  offices. 

Put  the  agents  into  three  classes,  accord- 
ing to  the  position  held. 

Put  the  levermen  into  two  classes. 

Make  our  demand  for: 

Class  1.  Telegraphers,  agents  and  lever- 
men. $2  per  day. 

Class  2.  Telegraphers,  agents  and  lever- 
men $2.50  per  day. 

Class  3.  Telegraphers  and  agents  $3  per 
day. 

West  of  the  Mississippi  River  50  cents 
per  day  more. 

At  the  same  time  or  later  demand  shorter 
hours. 

Class  1.  Telegraphers  at  block  stations 
eight-hour  tricks ; overtime  at  25  cents  per 
hour. 

Class  2.  Telegraphers  ten-hour  tricks ; 
overtime  25  cents  per  hour. 


Class  3.  Telegraphers  ten-hour  tricks; 
overtime  35  cents  per  hour. 

Agents  Class  1,  2 and  3.  Ten-hour  tricks. 
Overtime  Class  1 and  2,  25  cents  per  hour. 
Overtime  Class  3,  35  cents  per  hour. 

Levermen  Class  1 and  2.  Eight-hour 
tricks ; overtime  25  cents  per  hour. 

Our  General  Committee  to  decide  in 
which  class  each  office  is  to  be  placed. 

Secure  agreements  that  we  will  not  carry 
U.  S.  mail. 

Secure  $5  minimum  for  handling  Western 
Union  with  a commission. 

Secure  $5  minimum  from  express  com- 
panies with  a commission. 

Secure  every  other  Sunday  off  for  Class 
2 and  3,  telegraphers  and  agents  to  meet 
only  passenger  trains  on  Sundays. 

Cert.  291. 


U.  S.  MAIL  AND  W.  U.  BUSINESS. 

If  I was  given  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
filling  our  journal  with  all  subjects  per- 
taining to  our  welfare  as  agents  and  oper- 
ators, I could  not  hit  upon  a subject  which 
has  not  been  ably  discussed  in  the  journal, 
therefore,  what  I have  to  say  at  this  time 
is  only  reiterating  what  has  already  been 
said. 

I have  read  every  article  in  the  journal 
for  years  and  note  there  is  very  little 
diversion  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  main 
points  which  seek  to  place  us  in  line  with 
other  skilled  labor.  A minimum  salary, 
Sunday  rest,  handling  U.  S.  mail  and  pay 
for  handling  W.  U.  business,  appear  to 
be  subjects  principally  under  discussion. 

To  my  mind  the  greatest  imposition  we 
are  subject  to  is  handling  U.  S.  mail.  1 
make  twelve  trips  during  the  day  between 
the  depot  and  post  office  and  carry  on  an 
average  of  twenty-four  sacks.  It  is  not 
the  labor  of  handling  the  dirty  sacks  which 
I most  object  to.  but  rather  the  time  in 
which  it  must  be  done.  This  work  calls 
me  from  my  station  work  at  the  very 
time  I am  most  needed  at  the  ticket  window, 
checking  baggage  and  weighing  and  billing 
express.  All  this  rush  of  business  comes 
at  a time  I am  obliged  to  drop  everything 
and  go  for  the  mail,  and  at  a one-man 
station  I tell  you  it  is  simply  outrageous 
to  require  an  agent  to  do  it.  What  makes 
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the  work  more  exasperating  is  to  usually 
find  the  postmaster  or  his  assistant  “killing 
time.”  There  is  no  justice  in  imposing 
this  work  on  us.  My  idea  would  be  to 
cut  it  out  entirely.  'Compensation  for  doing 
this  work  would  not  eradicate  the  evil  at 
all,  and  inasmuch  as  it  Would  be  but  fair 
and  just  to  give  the  railroad  companies 
timely  notice,  so  their  contracts  with  the 
Government  could  be  made  accordingly,  it 
does  seem  to  me  as  if  something  aught  to 
“be  doing”  at  once  in  this  direction.  Of 
course,  we  who  are  not  familiar  with  the 
situation  on  all  the  railroads  as  to  O.  R.  T. 
membership,  are  not  in  a position  to  judge 
just  when  a positive  move  in  this  direction 
should  be  made. 

On  this  division  of  one  of  the  greatest 
railroads  in  the  United  States  we  have  a 
membership  of  about  95  per  cent.  In  fact, 
the  few  who  are  not  with  us  are  men  we 
do  not  want  in  the  Order,  men  not  worthy 
the  name  of  brother. 

In  President  Perham  we  have  a leader 
in  whom  we  have  the  utmost  confidence. 
He  knows  the  condition  on  all  railroads, 
and  no  doubt  is  only  waiting  for  the  proper 
time  to  insist  upon  some  of  the  improve- 
ments to  be  made. 

There  are  many  things  which  seem 
strange  to  us  50  to  60  dollar  agents  and 
operators.  For  instance,  if  a passenger 
conductor  who  works  about  six  hours  per 
day  and  is  paid  $132.50  per  month,  and  is 
given  two  weeks*  vacation  with  full  pay, 
why  should  not  an  agent  and  operator  w!  o 
works  twelve  hours  a day  and  draws  50  to 
60  dollars  per  month,  be  given  the  same 
vacation?  Is  the  collecting  and  punching 
tickets  so  much  more  skilled  labor  than 
running  a station,  that  he  should  be  treated 
so  much  more  liberally  by  the  company? 

The  Western  Union  business  is  an  im- 
position on  us.  This  very  day  I have  had 
to  lock  up  my  office  three  times  and  deliver 
W.  U.  messages  from  four  to  seven  blocks. 
There  is  no  company  on  earth  more  able 
to  pay  a liberal  compensation  for  service 
rendered  than  the  Western  Union  Company. 
The  only  reason  we  are  not  paid  for  hand- 
ling their  business  is  because  we  do  not 
refuse  to  do  so  without  pay. 


Of  course,  it  would  not  be  diplomatic 
for  our  president  to  even  hint  to  us  when 
some  of  these  changes  are  to  be  made.  He 
certainly  knows  we  are  going  to  be  dis- 
gruntled if  something  don’t  “drop”  before 
long. 

In  regard  to  a minimum  salary  of  $75. 
that  seems  small  enough.  I for  one  will 
never  feel  satisfied  until  my  services  as 
agent  and  operator  are  placed  at  least  on 
a par  with  a brakeman’s.  I am  paid  about 
14  cents  an  hour.  A brakeman  is  paid  25 
to  28  cents  per  hour.  I am  busy  as  a 
man  can  be  twelve  hours  a day  and  am 
responsible  for  thousands  of  dollars  of  the 
company’s  money. 

Compare  this  work,  responsibility  and 
pay  of  the  brakeman  to  my  work,  responsi- 
bility and  pay. 

When  is  this  unjust  discrimination  to 
cease?  So  much  talk  and  no  action  is  not 
going  to  eradicate  the  evil. 

Cert.  895. 


FROM  MONMOUTH,  ILLINOIS. 


Although  I have  been  a member  of  our 
grand  and  noble  Order  for  the  past  three 
years,  this  is  my  first  attempt  in  trying  to 
express  my  feelings  through  the  columns 
of  The  Telegrapher. 

First,  dear  brothers,  how  many  of  you 
read  the  piece  entitled  “The  $75  Minimum 
an  Accomplished  Fact,”  signed  by  “Wonder” 
in  the  July  number  of  The  Telegrapher? 
I read  it  through  many  times  and  each 
time  it  became  interesting  to  me.  Our 
worthy  brother  certainly  has  the  right  spirit 
and  has  offered  a good  plan  of  action,  and 
if  each  and  every  member  would  follow 
his  advice  and  do  all  in  their  power,  how 
long  would  it  be  before  our  working  con- 
ditions would  begin  to  be  on  a basis  with 
the  conditions  of  all  other  classes  of  labor; 
but  unless  some  such  step  is  taken  we  can 
hope  for  but  little,  and  will  continue  at 
•the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  that  is,  compared 
with  the  wages  and  working  conditions  to 
that  of  other  workingmen.  I don't  mean 
to  say  that  our  Order  has  not  accomplished 
anything,  as  they  have  and  have  made 
great  strides  and  has  done  much  to  better 
the  working  conditions  of  the  telegraphers 


in  general,  but  if  each  and  every  member 
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will  try  and  secure  every  non  and  will  do 
all  in  his  power  to  start  our  brother’s  plan 
in  action,  am  sure  we  would  meet  with  a 
grand  success. 

It  is  as  our  brother  says,  we  do  too  much 
talking  and  advocating.  It  is  time  we  were 
getting  busy  and  do  all  that  we  can  to 
bring  this  change  about,  and  if  every  mem- 
ber will  stand  together  to  the  end  and  hold 
out  for  our  just  rights,  this  change  would 
soon  be  brought  about.  I for  one  heartily 
agree  with  our  brother’s  plan  of  action, 
and  am  ready  to  do  what  I can  to  help  in 
the  matter,  and  will  be  there  with  the 
goods  when  the  call  comes. 

Although  there  isn’t  many  brothers  on 
this  road  (Santa  Fe)  that  I can  start  the 
ball  rolling  with,  but  hope  to  see  them 
all  in  line  soon  and  think  that  you  will 
see  this  before  long,  with  the  kind  assist- 
ance of  Bro.  Trent,  whom  I had  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  a few  days  since,  think  there 
will  be  something  doing  ere  long.  I have 
not  been  on  the  Santa  Fe  long,  nor  was 
I here  during  the  strike,  but  during  the  last 
few  months  only,  and  in  that  time  I have 
learned  that  there  is  but  few  of  the  orig- 
inal scabs  in  the  service  to-day,  and,  dear 
brothers,  I cannot  see  why  the  men  on  the 
Santa  Fe  to-day  should  suffer  for  the  harm 
that  the  scabs  did  years  ago,  simply  because 
they  turned  up  their  toes,  is  no  reason 
that  the  men  here  to-day  should  be  made 
to  suffer  their  crime,  and  I would  deem  it 
advisable  to  organize  this  road,  as  you 
cannot  deny  the  fact  that  it  is  a large  sys- 
tem and  employs  a great  number  of  men. 
There  has  been  several  changes  in  the  man- 
agement since  the  strike,  and  think  there 
would  be  but  little  difficulty  in  getting  a 
schedule  here  were  we  only  strongly  or- 
ganized. The  Santa  Fe  is  taking  back  old 
men  every  day  who  went  out  during  the 
strike  and  remained  loyal  to  the  Order,  and 
am  sure  they  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
have  their  road  on  the  fair  list  and  com- 
manded by  good  O.  R.  T.  men.  They  have 
seen  the  folly  of  their  mistake  years  ago, 
and  have  learned  that  the  ill-will  of  the 
telegraphers  has  something  to  do  in  regards 
to  freight  and  other  business,  and  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  the  cost  by  this  time. 
And  they  haven’t  any  use  for  a scab,  no 


more  so  than  we  would  have  for  one. 
Since  I have  been  here  I have  seen  enough 
to  convince  me  of  this  fact;  they  are  drop- 
ping the  scabs  out  for  no  cause  whatever. 
There  isn’t  many  of  the  old  scabs  left, 
but  what  few  remain  are  being  let  out  of 
the  service  and  for  no  cause  other  than 
scabbing  during  the  strike.  This  I have 
from  good  authority,  and  know  it  to  be  a 
fact.  Only  recently  a scab,  who  was  an 
old  man  in  the  service  and  who  was  a 
good  man  and  holding  one  of  their  heaviest 
relay  offices,  asked  for  a week  off  and  was 
relieved  by  a new  man  in  the  service,  and 
when  Mr.  Scab  reported  for  duty  was  sent 
out  on  the  line  to  an  out-of-the-way  station 
and  told  to  accept  the  agency  or  get  out. 
Of  course,  being  a scab  he  accepted,  but 
was  not  there  longer  than  two  weeks  until 
he  was  let  out  for  good,  and  for  that 
same  reason,  scabbing. 

Even  the  Santa  Fe  in  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts  detest  a scab  and  really  admire  a 
man  who  will  be  loyal  to  his  Order,  and 
it  is  very  true  a man  that  will  deny  that 
he  belongs  to  an  organization  is  not  loyal 
to  his  Order,  and  would  not  be  loyal  to  a 
railroad  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

Now,  dear  brothers,  I will  ring  off  and 
hope  that  you  will  take  action  in  this  new 
plan  of  action,  and  some  brothers  more 
able  than  me  take  it  up  through  The  Teleg- 
rapher, in  your  lodge  rooms  and  out  on 
the  road ; in  fact,  everywhere  you  come  in 
contact  with  your  brother  telegraphers,  and 
let  it  be  soon.  Dixie. 


“THE  ONLY  WAY.” 


The  non  question  is  a hard  one  and  to 
solve  it  is  still  harder,  but  I should  think 
if  they  have  not  enough  backbone  to  line 
up  there  should  be  something  done  to 
either  make  them  line  up  or  get  all  them  on 
a pike  where  they  pay  non  wages,  such  as 
the  Santa  Fe. 

I also  think  the  student  question  is  not 
looked  at  as  it  should  be  by  some  of  the 
members.  I know  of  so-called  members 
who  have  students  on  the  quiet  or  in  their 
offices.  When  the  supply  of  operators  is 
less  than  the  demand,  it  is  then  time  to 
learn  enough  to  supply  the  demand  and 
no  more.  If  these  conditions  existed  now 
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and  the  number  we  have  in  our  noble 
Order,  there  would  be  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  our  rights.  Some  may 
say,  if  we  don’t  learn  them  the  ham  fac- 
tories will ; but  stop  and  think  of  a solid 
O.  R.  T.  road  such  as  the  Southern  Pacific 
taking  graduates  from  a ham  factory  and 
putting  him  in  a office  on  its  road.  Do  you 
suppose  he  would  last  long?  I say  no;  and 
I think  if  we  line  up  and  stay  together 
these  ham  factories  do  not  need  to  worry 
us  in  the  least;  but  as  it  is  on  some  un- 
organized road  the  dispatchers  and  good 
telegraphers  are  compelled  to  work  and  get 
along  if  possible  with  these  hams  from 
the  factory,  and  of  course,  they  in  time 
get  along  so  they  can  get  through  without 
any  trouble.  This  is  the  class  of  men  that 
is  doing  the  Order  the  most  harm  to-day. 

Why  does  the  Order  not  take  students  in 
as  members?  Because  they  do  not  want 
worthless  material.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  want  men  with  the  experience,  so  if 
put  in  a position  they  will  know  how  to 
handle  it  and  not  be  a discredit  to  the 
Order. 

I am  also  in  favor  of  the  demand  for 
the  $75  minimum  just  as  soon  as  our  presi- 
dent deems  us  strong  enough  in  numbers 
to  make  the  general  request,  but  in  the 
meantime  there  is  some  few  roads  that 
should  have,  say,  a 20  per  cent  increase, 
as  I think  where  the  road  pays  $45  now 
they  could  not  stand  for  a demand  of  $75 
per  month  for  the  first,  but  bring  them  to 
it  gradually. 

Let’s  hear  from  some  of  the  C.  & A. 
members  as  to  their  views  of  the  20  per 
cent  increase,  and  let  us  all  try  to  get  more 
of  the  nons  on  this  pike  in  line,  and  then 
altogether  better  our  conditions  and  swell 
our  now  empty  purses  a little. 

Cert.  7670. 


A MEANS  TO  AN  END. 

After  reading  the  opinions  of  so  many 
brothers  from  month  to  month  published 
in  the  journal  regarding  “The  $75  Mini- 
mum,” “The  Eight-Hour  Day,”  “Benefits 
for  O.  R.  T.  Men  Only,”  and  other  sub- 
jects relating  to  our  profession,  I wish  to 
express  my  opinion  for  once  at  least  on 
these  subjects. 


Much  has  been  said  on  all  of  these  sub- 
jects, but  from  the  various  articles  the 
“non”  seems  to  be  the  greatest  obstacle  in 
the  way  that  must  be  removed,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  what  he  is. 

I agree  that  the  “75  minimum”  and 
“eight-hour  day”  are  good  things.  I am 
an  advocate  of  them  myself,  but  I consider 
them  in  reality  the  end  for  which  we  are 
striving,  and  we  must  use  a means  to 
accomplish  that  end. 

I think  it  is  high  time  we  should  take 
steps  to  accomplish  this  end  and  to  put 
the  “non”  in  such  a position  that  he  would 
get  none  of  the  benefits  after  we  accom- 
plish our  purpose  would  be  the  first  logical 
step. 

To  do  this  I am  in  favor  of  all  O.  R.  T. 
men  on  roads  where  they  have  80  per  cent 
or  over  O.  R.  T.  men,  whether  they  have 
a schedule  or  not,  to  demand  the  railroad 
company  to  hire  none  but  O.  R.  T.  oper- 
ators, and  that  all  non-union  operators 
already  in  the  service  be  given  a reasonable 
length  of  time  to  join  the  Order  or  send 
in  their  resignations.  The  good  results  of 
such  a move  are  obvious,  not  only  for  the 
telegrapher  but  for  the  railroad  company  as 
well. 

First,  it  would  strengthen  the  Order 
almost  inconceivably,  as  many  nons,  who, 
under  no  other  conditions  would  join  the 
Order  rather  than  leave  the  service  of  the 
company  and  seek  employment  with  another 
company,  when  it  would  be  only  a question 
of  time  when  the  same  demand  would  be 
made  of  them  by  that  company. 

Second,  if  any  benefits  were  secured  by 
the  Order  in  the  way  of  shorter  hours  and 
higher  wages  no  one  but  O.  R.  T.  men 
would  receive  the  benefit. 

Third,  it  would  benefit  the  railroad  as 
it  would  insure  for  them  plenty  of  com- 
petent operators,  for  what  union  man  is 
there  who  would  not  leave  a job  among  a 
nest  of  scabs  to  work  for  a company  that 
employed  none  but  union  men? 

Fourth,  it  would  leave  to  the  non-union 
road  the  student  and  scab,  and  they  would 
only  exist  on  a few  unimportant  roads,  as 
the  Order  has  already  a strong  hold  on 
nearly  every  important  road  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
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After  using  this  means  for  making  the 
important  roads  entirely  solid  and  the  rail- 
road and  O.  R.  T.  co-operative  in  their 
work,  then  it  is  time  to  ask  for  a raise 
of  salary  and  shorter  hours,  which  we  may 
be  assured  would  be  granted  in  the  bounds 
of  reason,  and  that  is  all  any  intelligent 
organization  will  ask. 

In  making  this  kind  of  an  agreement 
with  a railroad  company,  I think  it  would 
be  right  and  proper  that  they  be  allowed 
to  use  the  columns  of  The  Ra:i.road  Teleg- 
rapher when  in  need  of  operators,  as  this 
would  not  only  furnish  the  railroad  a 
ready  means  of  obtaining  plenty  of  com- 
petent men,  but  would  put  every  O.  R.  T. 
man  in  touch  with  a position  on  a thor- 
oughly organized  road,  who  at  that  time 
might  be  awaiting  such  an  opportunity. 

As  for  myself,  I am  on  a road  where 
only  about  20  per  cent  are  O.  R.  T.  mem- 
bers now,  but  I am  sending  the  Grand 
Secretary  a list  of  the  “110ns.”  and  I think 
before  many  more  pay-days  roll  around 
this  road  will  be  80  per  cent  pure. 

Cert.  8089. 


A MODEST  REQUEST. 

‘‘Will  you  please  get  boy  in  country  to 
get  some  prairie  chicken  eggs  that  has  not 
been  set  on  and  ship  to  me  by  express 
C.  O.  D.,  for  what  you  charge  for  them? 
I will  pay  company  for  them.  I want  to 
hatch  them.  I have  tame  quail  and  pheas- 
ants. “(Signed)  Wm.  Robbins, 

Hannibal,  Marion  Co..  Mo. 

“If  found  sitting,  put  under  sitting 
chicken  hen  and  ship  hen  on  the  eggs.” 

The  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  letter  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  W.  Morton,  agent  St.  L., 
K.  C.  & C.,  of  Windsor,  Mo.  Bro.  Mor- 
ton’s duties  were  such  that  he  did  not 
have  time  to  give  it  the  desired  attnetion, 
and  same  was  respectfully  referred  to  me. 

If  you  can  do  so,  without  infringing  on 
the  advertising  rules,  same  might  be  given 
space  in  our  journal  as  an  illustration  of 
the  many  and  varied  requests  made  to 
station  agents  by  the  public.  .The  original 
letter  is  in  my  possession. 

A.  P.  Maguire, 

Cert.  804. 
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St.  Louis  Division  No.  2. 

Forty  thousand  members,  and  still  going  at  a 
merry  clip.  VVe  will  soon  be  the  most  powerful 
organization  in  the  world.  Let  us  get  a hump 
on  ourselves,  and  try  and  better  our  condition. 
VVe  have  a commodity  to  sell,  our  labor,  and  it 
is  to  onr  interest  to  make  the  market  the  best 
possible  consistent  with  justice.  That  is  the  very 
foundation  of  all  business.  The  bankers  lend 
their  money  where  they  can  realize  the  largest 
income,  the  manufacturer  seeks  the  market  for 
his  goods  that  will  pay  him  the  most  profit,  and 
in  many  cases  raises  the  price  by  limiting  the 
production  and  getting  a corner  on  the  market. 
Why  sbould  we  not  limit  the  production  of  teleg- 
raphers, and  through  our  Order ‘raise  their  stand- 
ard of  efficiency?  Why  should  we  not,  through 
organization,  make  ourselves  a power  that  will 
command  respect  and  better  our  conditions?  Shall 
we  continue  to  bend  the  knee  to  a class  of  mag- 
nates and  officials  who  will  keep  us  in  submission 
and  practical  slavery  as  long  as  it  suits  their  pur- 
pose? I think  not. 

Meeting  of  August  6th  called  to  order  at  8 
p.  m.,  by  Bro.  Finnan,  temporary  chief.  All  other 
officers  present.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  read 
and  approved. 

The  petitions  of  seven  applicants  were  read, 
balloted  upon,  and  the  applicants  elected  mem- 
bers. 

After  a large  volume  of  important  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  we  then  listened  to  remarks 
from  Past  Grand  Chief  Thurston,  Bros.  Willbur, 
Lane,  Johnson,  Hequemburg,  Uhls,  Vought  and 
Goberts.  There  were  sixty-five  brothers  at  this 
meeting,  a showing  we  feel  proud  of,  and  hope  to 
see  continued. 

Meeting  August  20th  was  called  at  8 p.  m., 
liro.  Finnan  presiding.  All  officers  present. 
Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Committee  reported  favorable  on  one  application 
which  had  been  laid  over,  and  this,  with  three 
more,  was  balloted  upon,  and  the  applicants  de- 
clared elected.  Bills  amounting  to  $14.60  read, 
and  warrants  ordered  drawn  in  payment  of  the 
same.  There  were  a large  number  of  brothers 
present,  and  all  very  enthusiastic;  in  fact,  so  much 
so,  several  forgot  the  pass-word,  among  them  Cy. 
Perkins,  but  as  our  worthy  chief  had  lately  cap- 
tured it,  he  soon  set  us  right. 

Bro.  VV.  D.  Hunter  and  wife,  of  the  East,  were 
here  last  week,  and  took  in  the  Fair. 

We  have  visited  the  Fair  and  examined  the 
Delany  system,  where  they  can  send  seven  or 
eight  thousand  words  a minute,  which  seemed 
good,  but  when  Bro.  Will  Vought  dropped  in  the 


other  day,  and  showed  us  how  he  poured  ’em  in, 
we  decided  the  Delany  outfit  was  a back  number. 

Bro.  A.  E.  Payer  and  wife,  of  Poplar  Bluffs, 
Mo.;  Bro.  H.  L.  Lockard,  of  Altoona,  Pa.;  Bro. 
D.  J.  Miller,  of  Newton  Falls,  O.,  are  in  the  city 
visiting  the  $65,000,000  Fair. 

Bro.  J.  C.  McNairy  has  resigned  his  position 
with  the  Missouri  Pacific,  and  accepted  a place 
with  the  L.  & N.  W.  at  Gibsland,  La. 

Bro.  C.  H.  LaFever,  formerly  with  the  Bur- 
lington, is  now  working  for  the  Illinois  Central. 

Bro.  Vickers,  of  Division  No.  40,  is  visiting 
Bro.  Malloy,  and  attending  the  Fair. 

Bro.  J.  E.  Pinckley  has  secured  a position  on 
the  Southern  Pacific,  and  departed  to-day. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Bro.  H.  K. 
Carlyle,  which  occurred  at  1 :4s  p.  m.,  August 
14th.  The  remains  were  sent  to  Fostoria,  O.,  the 
old  home,  for  interment.  A large  number  of  the 
brothers  accompanied  the  corpse  to  Union  Station. 
Division  No.  2 sent  a large  wreath  bearing  Bro. 
Carlyle’s  initials  and  O.  R.  T.  through  the  center, 
while  the  bottom  showed  his  certificate  and  di- 
vision number. 

Remember  meeting  night,  and  all  come  out  and 
have  a good  time. 

Cy.  Perkins,  Div.  Cor. 


Baltimore  Division  No.  17. 


Baltimore  Division,  No.  17,  has  been  extremely 
busy  during  the  last  month.  We  are  not  only 
initiating  new  members  in  our  own  hall,  but  re- 
cently took  our  O.  R.  T.  goat  to  York,  Pa.,  where 
we  held  a most  successful  meeting.  The  address 
by  Bro.  J.  R.  Boblits  and  the  information  im- 
parted by  Bro.  Jno.  Kerl  (our  chairman  of  the 
L.  B.  of  A.)  were  greatly  appreciated  by  all 
present.  While  the  O.  R.  T.  principles  were  be- 
ing set  forth,  the  inner  man  was  not  forgotten. 
The  brothers  of  York  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  entire  meeting  was  arranged. 

I desire  to  drop  another  note  of  warning,  viz. : 
Let  us  be  conservative  in  our  actions.  There  has 
been  considerable  discussion  about  the  article 
signed  “Wanderer”  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Telegrapher.  We  can  never  hope  to  go  at  it  in 
this  sweeping  style.  Thus  far  the  O.  R.  T.  has 
done  well,  but  we  cannot  afford  to  make  a mistake 
and  become  extremists.  Let  us  continue  to  raise 
the  standard  of  the  telegrapher  until  an  O.  R.  T. 
card  will  mean  more  than  the  ordinary  telcgiapher. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Baltimore  Division  broth- 
ers who  have  not  yet  taken  a ride  over  the  Fred- 
erick Branch,  I want  to  introduce  you  to  Bro. 


Drenning,  days,  and  Bro.  Hough,  nights,  at  SI*. 
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Bro.  Sterner  has  recently  been  transferred  from 
the  Baltimore  Division  to  agent  at  West  York. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  were  unable 
to  get  to  the  York  meeting,  I will  give  you  the 
watchword,  viz.:  “Go  ahead  period.” 

Patapsco. 


Ossining  Division  No.  99. 

Bro.  James  Murray,  regular  night  man  at  Craw- 
buckie,  had  a pretty  close  call  recently  while  on 
duty  at  that  station.  It  occurred  during  a heavy 
electric  storm.  James  says  the  lightning  came  in 
on  the  bell  key,  and  jumped  through  the  window, 
breaking  the  pane  of  glass,  and  cracking  the  one 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  office.  He  recited  the 
incident  to  Bro.  Lawrence,  his  regular  day  man, 
who  relieved  him  in  the  morning,  also  how  the 
lightning  played  around  the  rubber  mat  on  which 
he  stood,  and  never  touched  him.  Bro.  Lawrence 
says  the  break  in  the  window  was  in  all  probability 
caused  by  vibration,  due  to  Bro.  Murray’s  nervous- 
ness 

Bro.  Lockhard  has  resumed  work  in  the  tower 
again,  after  several  years  in  the  ticket  service. 
William  could  not  make  himself  at  home  in  the 
ticket  office. 

Bro.  Wood,  our  worthy  chief,  has  just  returned 
from  his  two  weeks’  vacation.  He  reports  hav- 
ing had  a fine  time  visiting  his  relatives. 

A few  nights  ago  a certain  brother  who  likes 
a joke,  called  up  Bro.  H.  F.  Kling  on  the  tele- 
phone at  B.  S.  25.  After  ascertaining  if  he  was 
all  alone,  said  there  was  a young  lady  in  his  office 
that  would  like  to  speak  with  him,  providing  he 
had  time.  Bro.  Kling  assured  him  he  had  plenty 
of  time,  and  that  it  would  be  a pleasure  for  him 
to  talk  with  a young  lady  over  the  telephone. 
Then  our  hero,  changing  his  voice  to  that  of  a 
woman,  the  conversation  started.  It  is  rumored 
Bro.  Kling  became  interested  at  once,  and  ex- 
pressed his  desire  to  meet  her  the  following  morn- 
ing, and  made  an  engagement  accordingly.  Bro. 
Kling  was  on  hand  at  the  appointed  place  and 
time,  and  waited  patiently  for  the  fair  one  to  make 
her  appearance.  After  waiting  some  time,  and 
the  fair  one  failing  to  make  an  appearance,  it  oc- 
curred to  Bro.  Kling  that  it  was  a joke.  We  all 
smoke,  Harry. 

Bro.  T.  J.  McGough  has  resigned  from  the  serv- 
ice, and  has  gone  with  the  Interborough  System 
in  New  York.  We  regret  to  say  Division  99  has 
lost  one  of  its  earnest  workers,  and  we  hope  our 
worthy  brother  will  meet  with  all  kinds  of  suc- 
cess. 

Bro.  E.  Daly  and  family  spent  their  vacation 
in  Buffalo,  and  reports  it  an  ideal  place  to  have 
a good  time. 

Bro.  James  Quinn  has  gone  to  Niagara  Falls 
on  his  vacation.  We  hope  you  have  a good  time, 
Jim. 

T.  J.  Marum,  at  B.  S.  47154,  an  ex-member  of 
Erie  Division  4 2,  is  teaching  telegraphy  to  Mr. 
M.  Gallagher’s  son. 

Bro.  T.  J.  Condon  has  just  returned  from  his 
vication,  and  reports  having  had  a fine  time.  We 


do  not  doubt  it;  no  matter  where  Bro.  Condon  is, 
there  will  be  a good  time. 

Bro.  T.  F.  Slavin  has  enjoyed  the  benefits  of 
a well-earned  vacation,  and  is  back  with  us  again. 

Bro.  Deegan  has  gone  to  the  wilds  of  Pennsyl- 
vania on  his  vacation,  or  to  dry  out  a little.  The 
dampness  along  the  Hudson  does  not  seem  to 
agree  with  Bro.  Deegan’s  health.  We  hope  10 
see  him  fully  recovered  when  he  returns. 

Bro.  W.  Lore  had  a close  call  from  death  a 
few  days  ago.  Billy  is  an  expert  swimmer,  and 
in  attempting  to  swim  from  Scarborough  to  Rock- 
land, he  was  taken  with  cramps,  and  only  the 
superb  condition  he  was  in  prevented  his  going 
down. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Lester,  at  Yonkers,  had  quite  an  ex- 
citing experience  the  other  night.  Burglars  en- 
tered his  room,  and  tried  to  get  away  with  all  of 
Frank’s  belongings,  and  came  very  near  succeed- 
ing. It  seems  Frank  retired  a little  late,  which 
is  very  unusual,  and  prepared  for  bed  quickly,  for- 
getting to  remove  his  artificial  limb,  and  in  a few 
seconds  was  in  the  land  of  dreams.  The  burglars 
had  almost  succeeded  in  removing  his  artificial 
limb  when  Frank  yelled,  “Who’s  got  the  floor?” 
It  is  needless  to  say  the  intruders  fled. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Gramp  and  Bro.  Borner  are  talking 
seriously  of  going  to  Arizona  next  month.  Bro. 
Borner  has  already  purchased  a pistol. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Moss  looks  very  happy  these  days. 
Can  you  guess  why? 

Bro.  Thomas  Maher,  at  Montrose,  has  been  on 
the  sick  list,  but  is  all  right  now,  we  arc  glad 
to  say.  Div.  Co*. 


Campbellton  Division  No.  61. 

Our  division  is  having  bad  luck  about  corre- 
spondents. We  appointed  one  over  a year  ago. 
He  made  a good  start.  The  other  we  appointed 
last  winter;  also  made  a good  start  last  spring, 
but  have  not  heard  from  him  since.  I will  en- 
deavor to  write  something  in  order  to  let  other 
divisions  know  we  are  still  in  the  ring. 

There  has  been  little  change  on  our  district 
lately.  Bro.  Humphrey  is  off  on  a vacation,  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  Quilty.  Bro.  E.  T.  Swift  was  also  off. 
Red  Pine  is  open  for  applicants  for  the  night 
trick.  Bro.  Fournier  has  been  appointed  for 
Gloucester  Jet.;  “DS,”  you  will  be  kept  busy  on 
the  “CQ”  wire.  I understand  Bro.  Allen,  of 
Dalhousie  Jet.,  got  the  appointment  for  second 
telegrapher  in  Campbellton  dispatcher's  office. 
Dalhousie  Jet.  has  not  been  advertised  yet. 

There  is  a rumor  that  Adamsville  and  Beresford 
are  to  be  opened  as  telegraph  stations. 

Freight  and  passenger  traffic  has  been  very  good 
this  summer  on  I.  C.  R.  The  new  flyer,  '•‘The 
Ocean  Limited,”  is  making  good  time.  She  does 
not  bother  the  night  men  on  this  division. 

The  students  are  getting  scarce  on  this  division, 
and  spare  men  have  decreased  a little  by  some 
dropping  out,  and  others  having  secured  positions 
on  other  roads. 

There  should  be  a better  attendance  at  meet- 
ings. We  had  a good  record  last  winter,  bat 
since  our  last  schedule  has  been  secured  only  a 


Digitized  by 


oogle 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1187 


certain  number  attend.  Remember  that  it  is  as 
important  to  attend  meetings  now  as  before.  We 
must  show  that  we  are  not  dead. 

Don’t  forget  your  dues  and  assessments,  so  as 
to  be  up  to  date  in  every  respect. 

We  have  a very  few  nons  now.  They  always 
have  a poor  excuse  for  not  joining  the  O.  R.  T., 
still  they  are  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the  schedule 
obtained  by  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  are  sending  in  their 
overtime  slips  as  well  as  the  rest.  Why  did  they 
not  send  then  in  seven  or  eight  or  more  years 
ago?  The  nons  we  have  should  remember  the 
conditions  then.  Restigouche. 

Boston  Division  No.  89. 

Our  regular  meeting,  held  August  6th,  was 
largely  attended,  with  considerable  business  on 
hand. 

I would  like  some  one  to  tell  me  why  the  agents 
and  some  of  the  telegraphers  are  so  ignorant  that 
they  cannot  see  the  benefits  of  organized  labor. 
Some  of  the  brothers  have  written  to  them  time 
and  time  again,  but  seldom  get  a reply.  When 
they  will  not  work  with  us  they  are  ceitainiy 
working  against  us.  They  are  afraid  to  move 
for  fear  of  getting  fired.  They  sit  idly  by  and 
•ice  the  trainmen  increased  from  time  to  time,  and 
also  the  other  roads  increased,  yet  they  can  not 
see  that  if  they  would  invest  a few  dollars  in 
the  O.  R.  T.  they  could  enjoy  the  same.  I won- 
der if  their  pay  was  cut  down,  if  they  would  have 
the  ambition  and  courage  to  ask  why? 

We  have  a splendid  percentage,  but  why  let  a 
few  of  the  men  bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle?  It 
takes  both  money  and  time  to  carry  this  through. 
It  takes  sacrifice,  and  the  fewer  the  members  the 
greater  the  sacrifice  must  be  as  a natural  conse- 
quence. Do  you  want  to  stand  back  and  let  the 
others  do  the  work,  and  then  let  you  share  the 
spoils?  I know  from  personal  acquaintance  with 
some  of  you  that  you  do  not  look  at  it  in  that 
way,  but  if  it  is  easier  to  stay  where  you  are, 
just  prove  your  position  by  paying  up  your  dues, 
prove  your  present  standing  as  a non  to  be  better 
than  being  a member.  No  one  will  have  anything 
to  say  if  you  drop  out.  We  who  have  doubted, 
and  then  stepped  in,  know  from  actual  experience 
that  the  feeling  of  security,  of  brotherly  interest 
in  each  other's  welfare,  in  downright  self-respect 
as  men,  that  it  pays,  and  that  we  are  in  the 
right;  and,  moreover,  we  are  going  to  stay  there, 
and  stay  until  the  end.  If  you  doubt  our  ability, 
the  exact  percentage  of  our  membership  from 
some  one  who  has  the  figures;  it  will  make  you 
feel  very  lonesome,  but  it  is  only  right  that  you 
should  feel  that  way,  and  drop  into  line  at  once. 
You  know  that  our  intentions  are  just,  that  we  have 
real  grievances  of  which  the  company  either  knows 
nothing,  or  will  do  nothing  to  help  us  out,  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  ourselves  to  ask  for  fair  wages 
and  fair  treatment,  which  we  are  not  now  receiv- 
ing. It  is  not  the  intention  of  organized  labor 
to  be  unreasonable  in  their  requests.  You  will 
find  that  by  joining  the  O.  R.  T.  an  up-to-date 
card  will  do  more  than  you  imagine  towards 
softening  the  rough  spots. 


Bro.  Raymond,  of  Highland,  and  Bro.  Malloy, 
of  Midway,  arc  spending  a month  at  the  St.  Louis 
fair.  Div.  Cor. 

Levis  Division  No.  64. 

At  a special  meeting  of  Levis  Division  No.  64, 
held  at  Levis  July  27th,  the  following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  has  re- 
moved from  our  midst  our  beloved  brother, 
Dosithe  Fournier,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed 
brother,  Division  64,  Order  of  Railroad  Teleg- 
phers,  has  lost  a worthy  member;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  sorrowing 
family  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  that  a copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  records,  a 
copy  forwarded  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  a 
copy  to  Le  Quotidien,  Le  Soleil,  the  Montreal 
Star,  and  to  our  organ,  The  Telegrapher,  for 
publication. 

J.  O.  Bouchard,  Chief  Telegrapher. 

Thos.  Samson,  Secretary. 


New  Haven  Division  No.  29. 


It  is  surprising  how  quickly  the  average  man 
nowadays  wakes  up,  so  to  speak,  to  his  individual 
importance  when  there  is  any  place  for  him  to 
contribute  his  share  to  the  moral  stamina  of  the 
country,  or  the  industry,  or  whatever  it  is  that 
beckons  him  on,  oe  it  of  a universal  or  local  ap- 
plication, which  in  the  end  results,  either  tem- 
porarily or  permanently,  in  the  material  better- 
ment and  everlasting  blessing  to  mankind.  So 
perfectly  developed  has  the  human  mind  become 
along  this  line  that  as  soon  as  the  knowledge 
is  abroad  of  the  good  work  that  is  going  on,  the 
impulse  is  so  irresistible  that  the  contemplator  is 
impelled  on  to  the  undertaking  upon  which  wis- 
dom has  stamped  its  approval,  almost  as  soon,  in 
fact,  as  he  hears  it.  It  seems  that  the  majority 
grasp  the  underlying  truths;  they  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  new  order  of  things  with  an  ease 
and  willingness  akin  to  alacrity.  They  were  made 
for  this  new  order  of  things,  so  it  appears;  not 
the  new  order  for  them. 

This  manner  of  accepting — or  enlistment  as  it 
would  be  more  in  tone  with  the  manner  of  their 
acquiescence — which  is  the  great  work  we  have 
to  do,  and  so  nobly  begun,  we  call  affiliation,  the 
connecting  of  one’s  self  with  that  something  which 
another,  or  others,  have  moulded,  by  their  sagacity 
and  diligence,  into  shape  and  form;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  setting  up  of  boundaries  here,  and  the 
defining  of  limitations  there,  which  all  who  would 
enter  the  portals  of  its  protection  must  rigidly 
observe. 

To  make  the  self-evident  truths  more  enduring 
to  the  acceptor,  and  to  perpetuate  in  his  memory 
the  love  for  order  and  respect  for  the  principles 
avowed,  and  to  the  same  truths  he  now  pays  hom- 
age, involuntary  and  unrestrained,  a form  of  ini- 
tiation is  obligatory  in  this  as  in  other  organisa- 
tions of  this  or  similar  character.  It  is  quite 
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necessary  that  this  should  be  imposed,  for  the 
composition  of  man  is  so  varigated  and  peculiar, 
his  tastes  so  varied  and  changeable,  and  the 
centuries  of  habit  and  breeding  have  combined 
in  the  productiveness  of  adverse  qualities,  and 
in  some,  so  destructive  of  the  very  grain  and  fibre 
of  manhood’s  sensibilities  as  to  negative,  for  the 
time  being,  at  least,  any  good  intentions  he  may 
have  momentarily  entertained. 

Wcr^ec  a few  men  (and  happy  we  should  be 
thatvit  is  only  a few)  who  having  declared  their 
determinations  in  giving  their  support  to  a cause 
just  about  set  out  upon  the  highway  of  right, 
only  to  h*  diverted  by  the  deceptive  and  alluring 
path  that  leads  from  the  main  thoroughfare,  the 
stepping-stones  to  which  are  the  elusive  promises 
so  easily  made,  and  pledges  so  soon  forgotten. 
And  the  unfortunate  traveler  now  finds  his  way 
beset  with  innumerable  obstacles,  and  that  which 
once  appeared  so  bright  and  promising  leads  at 
last  into  a quagmire.  No,  there  is  certainly  no 
more  sorrowful  spectacle  outlined  in  the  per- 
spective of  the  mind’s  horizon,  than  that  pre- 
sented by  the  form  and  figure  of  one  in  whom 
there  once  existed  half-hearted  impulses,  but  now 
who  has  manifested  spent  determinations,  loyalty 
and  interest  dead,  vows  broken,  sensibilities  numb 
and  cold;  gone  down  to  levels  unapplauded. 

Such  were  the  thoughts  that  surged  through  my 
mind  as  I sat  in  the  silence  of  my  own  soliloquy 
wrapped  in  these  many  thoughts,  watching  the 
line  of  candidates  as  they  went  through  the  ini- 
tiation. I thought  of  the  thousands  who  had  pre- 
ceeded  them  in  the  last  year,  of  the  combined 
force  that  their  numbers  represented,  working 
for  the  salvation,  the  betterment  and  the  enlight- 
enment of  the  telegraph  craft.  These  members 
that  attend  meeting,  so  faithful  are  they  that  it 
borders  on  personal  sacrifice,  as  many  have  to 
stay  up  the  greater  portion  of  the  night,  and  some 
all  night;  but  it  is  such  evidences  as  these  that 
unconsciously  depicts  the  temper  of  the  members, 
and  when  you  find  such  unequivocal  proofs  of 
loyalty  and  sterling  manhood  as  is  represented  by 
the  membership  of  this  and  other  divisions  on  this 
railroad  system,  then  one  for  the  first  time  realizes 
that  the  seed  sown  a few  years  ago  has  sprouted 
in  fertile  soil,  and  the  plant  is  waxing  strong 
through  the  vigorous  and  healthy  growth. 

The  nine  candidates  that  went  through  the 
“works"  expressed  the  assurance  that  their  en- 
listment in  the  cause  that  was  to  ultimately  do  so 
much  good  for  the  men  who  pursued  the  calling, 
and  likewise  to  themselves,  was  not  for  mercenary 
motives,  but  for  the  purpose  of  doing  their  share 
of  the  pushing. 

The  clam  bake  is  an  assured  reality,  for  we 
have  so  far  advanced  towards  the  stupendous 
gastronomic  treat  as  to  name  the  committee  after 
a heated  contest  (it  seems  they  all  wanted  to  be 
on  the  committee),  the  personnel  of  which  should 
assure  us  of  elegance  in  all  details,  especially 
when  you  learn  that  the  chairman  of  same  is  the 
distinguished,  worthy  and  excellent  judge  of 
clams,  Mr.  Ed.  Colwell,  of  “NH”  office.  “Turk," 


your  reputation  is  at  stake;  have  a care  that  the 
gormandizers  get  no  opportunity  to  tarnish  it. 

Let  some  others  from  the  different  divisions 
let  us  know  what  is  going  on  around  them.  There 
is  the  “York,”  “Berk”  and  “Xaugy”  all  thickly 
populated  with  the  men  of  quality,  among  which 
there  is,  I am  sure,  transpiring  events  worthy 
of  chronicling. 

Highland  Division — 

Bro.  Bateman  was  in  Hartford  recently  on 
business. 

Bro.  Christinger  is  working  first  trick  at  *'K" 
office,  while  Mr.  Stahl  is  catching  fish.  Mr. 

Hawley  doing  second  trick. 

The  brothers  at  Hawleyville  arc  making  lots 
of  money.  Bro.  Post,  who  was  doing  the  night 
trick  at  Brookfield  Jet.,  was  given  the  agency  at 
Still  River,  and  it  seems  that  it  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  find  a man  who  was  willing 
to  do  the  wire  work,  clerical  and  yard  work,  so 
our  good  brothers  have  been  changing  off  to  do 
the  work  in  alternate  turns. 

Mr.  Gallagher,  a young  telegrapher  on  the 

highland  Division,  says  he  is  O.  R.  T.  clear 
through,  as  soon  as  the  time  limit  will  permit 
him  to  qualify.  Keep  this  man  in  mind,  brothers. 

We  understand  Mr.  Harmon,  at  “SY,”  says 
he  wishes  “Pawnee  Bill”  was  the  other  side 
of  the  continent.  He  was  to  be  on  hand  to  block 

both  sections  of  that  circus  train  near  3 a.  m., 

but  his  alarm  clock  did  not  go  off,  and  conse- 
quently he  did  not  show  up  for  the  first  section. 
“NS,”  did  you  get  your  overtime? 

Bro.  Dunbar,  of  Danbury,  is  enjoying  himself 
at  the  home  of  his  parents  in  Shelburne  Falls, 
Mass. 

Bro.  Bell,  of  “BW,”  is  taking  a month  off, 
visiting  relatives  and  friends  in  Danbury,  Hart- 
ford, South  Norwalk  and  other  places  of  equal 
distinction.  Bro.  Fox  is  relieving  him,  and  Bro. 
Leahey  is  doing  the  night  turn. 

Bro.  Reardon,  of  Hobart,  has  just  resumed  his 
duties  after  a two  weeks’  vacation.  Bro.  Reardon 
is  one  of  our  most  diligent  Highland  men,  always 
right  on  the  job  from  7 a.  m.  until  7 p.  m.,  and 
the  good  time  he  reports  to  have  had  was  cer- 
tainly deserved. 

Mr.  Fudge,  of  Danbury  freight  office,  says  he 
:s  going  to  come  along.  “CF”  has  been  in  a 
peculiar  position.  He  is  a member  of  the  R.  R. 
C.  of  A.,  and  is  on  the  pay  roll  simply  as  a 
clerk,  which  makes  his  pay  about  $1  less  per 
week  than  the  regular  telegrapher’s  wages.  This 
matter  was  lip  for  adjustment,  but  he  could  get 
no  change  made.  I think  such  positions,  inas- 
much as  wire  work  makes  up  the  heft  of  the 
duties,  are  telegraphers’  positions,  and  should  be 
given  respectful  attention  as  such,  and  the  honest 
remuneration  made  in  return  for  the  expenditure 
of  labor  should  not  be  depreciated  in  amount 
nor  dehased  in  motive  by  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  merest  technicality  in  this  manner  of  classi- 
fication. 

Who  said  clam  bake?  Would  suggest  that  Bro. 
Farley  be  duly  notified  of  any  such  contemplated 
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proceedings,  as  no  one  knows  exactly  wbat  is 
expected  as  does  Jack. 

Bro.  Welch,  champion  clam  and  lobster  eater 
of  Division  29,  also  should  be  there. 

This  is  all  from  the  "High”  Division  this  time, 
except  to  Say  that  it  is  the  wish  that  you  bear 
in  mind  your  relation  to  the  steadfast  resolve  and 
your  immovability  for  going  backwards;  be 
courageous  for  progressiveness,  with  renewed  in- 
spirations from  the  good  work  that  has  been  done 
for  the  better  work  of  the  present,  ever  mindful 
of  the  fact  that  a man  who  having  clothed  him- 
self with  the  O.  R.  T.  garment,  and  puts  it  aside 
for  one  of  uncertain  and  questionable  texture, 
seeking  thereby  to  expunge  from  his  mind  the 
terror  of  the  responsibilities  magnified  as  only  a 
base  mind  can  imagine, . will  at  last,  as  the  years 
roll  on  and  on,  find  himself  in  the  dark,  cold, 
unrelenting  background  of  obscurity. 


It  is  not  a very  hard  job  when  you  go  about  it 
in  the  right  way. 

Bro.  George  B.  Nickerson  was  married  to  Miss 
Jessie  M.  Neil,  at  Philmont,  N.  Y.,  on  Wednes- 
day afternoon,  August  24th,  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  that  place,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a large  concourse  of  relatives  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

They  were  the  recipients  of  a large  number  of 
beautiful  and  valuable  presents.  Their  honey- 
moon will  be  spent  in  the  Catskills,  after  which 
they  will  settle  down  to  the  realities  of  life  at 
No.  15  Washington  ave.,  Seymour,  Conn.  "Nick” 
is  telegraph  and  telephone  operator  at  the  Sey- 
mour freight  office.  He  is  well  known  along  the 
line,  having  a host  of  friends.  Now  that  he  is 
married  he  probably  will  not  be  heard  quite  so 
often  on  the  'phone,  and  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  the  central  office.  Congratulations. 

Div.  Cor. 


Naugatuck  Division — 

Another  month  has  gone  by,  and  it  is  up  to 
us  to  furnish  a few  notes  for  the  Naugy. 

Everything  is  about  the  same  old  story,  with 
the  exception  of  the  block  a few  weeks  since, 
caused  by  an  engine  being  detrailed  at  or  near 
Campville,  tearing  up  some  track,  and  causing  all 
trains  to  be  late.  *T”  kept  them  moving  in 
good  shape,  and  when  he  can’t  no  one  else  need 
try. 

Bro.  W.  Wharton,  of  “KY”  office,  spent  Sun- 
day, August  7th,  with  Bro.  Nickerson  at  Sey- 
mour. 

Bro.  Wooding,  Waterbury,  spent  a much  needed 
vacation  with  his  .folks  at  Millerton,  N.  Y. 

Bro.  Fuller,  Naugatuck,  we  notice  was  absent 
from  duty  a few  days,  Mr.  McDonough  covering. 
Think  you  should  carry  an  up-to-date  card,  "MC.” 

Bro.  Flaherty,  the  owl  at  Naugatuck,  took  a few 
nights  off  recently.  "FY”  says  he  can’t  get 
enough  sleep  nights,  and  has  to  take  a vacation 
to  get  rested  up. 

Bro.  Weymer,  Ansonia,  is  getting  to  be  a very 
handy  man  with  the  blocks.  Can’t  you  convert 
Mr.  Wiers,  "J”?  He  is  an  ex-member;  it  ought 
not  to  be  a hard  job. 

Bro.  Welch,  Winsted,  we  notice  has  been  ab- 
sent a few  days;  have  not  learned  whether  it  is 
sickness  or  pleasure.  Hope  not  the  former. 

Understand  one  of  our  brothers  who  is  very 
popular  with  the  young  ladies  is  to  be  married 
on  August  24th.  Can  any  one  guess  who?  Full 
particulars  later. 

Bro.  Hufcut,  Seymour,  spent  a few  days  with 
his  people  in  New  York  State. 

"CB”  offict,  Seymour  Pit,  has  been  closed. 

We  hope  all  the  brothers  on  the  Naugatuck 
have  received  their  new  cards.  They  are  beauties. 

If  nothing  prevents  Division  29  is  to  hold  a 
clam  bake  at  some  convenient  place  on  September 
18th.  Hope  all  the  boys  will  attend  that  can,  as 
a good  time  is  expected. 

There  are  still  quite  a number  of  nons  on  this 
division,  and  every  one  should  do  his  best  to 
land  at  least  one,  and  as  many  more  as  possible. 


Philadelphia  Division  No.  102. 

Not  having  seen  anything  from  102  for  a 
couple  of  months,  and  knowing  that  the  boys  on 
the  pike  would  be  laying  awake  nights  wondering 
what  ailed  the  correspondent,  I determined  to 
"break  in”  again,  and  advise  the  boys  that  102 
is  still  on  the  move,  and  by  the  way,  that  is  no 
joke  either. 

At  our  meeting  last  evening,  it  was  decided  to 
move  our  headquarters  to  a point  easier  of  access 
to  the  larger  number  of  our  P.  & R.  boys,  so 
upon  recommendation  of  the  committee,  we  voted 
to  move  to  the  hall,  No.  1325  Columbia  ave., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Our  night  will  also  be  changed, 
as  we  could  not  get  the  hall  for  the  fourth  Wed- 
nesday. We  will  meet  on  the  fourth  Tuesday 
evening  hereafter,  which  in  September  will  fall 
on  the  27th  of  the  month. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  a daylight  session  on  the 
27th  also,  and  those  who  can  do  so  are  cordially 
invited  to  be  present  at  the  above  named  hall, 
on  Columbia  ave.,  just  east  of  Broad  street,  and 
handy  to  the  9th  street  and  Columbia  ave.  station 
of  the  P.  & R.  Ry.  The  room  is  on  the  second 
floor,  and  is  quite  cosy,  the  contrast  between  the 
climbing  we  have  had  *o  do  for  some  time  past 
and  the  ease  with  which  we  reach  the  new  room 
is  quite  marked. 

Our  brethren  who  work  at  night  are  especially 
requested  to  make  every  effort  to  be  at  the  new 
room  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  afternoon,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1904,  at  1.00  p.  m.,  or  1.30  p.  m.,  and 
we  will  proceed  to  a meeting  for  their  benefit. 
If  the  boys  turn  out  sufficiently  strong  to  make 
it  encouraging,  no  doubt  we  will  hold  frequent 
day  sessions.  So  you  night  men,  it  is  up  to  you 
to  come  around,  and  let  us  see  how  you  appre- 
ciate our  efforts  in  your  behalf. 

Those  who  have  to  travel  by  trolley  cars  will 
find  good  connections  from  any  part  of  town, 
with  cars  up  and  down  Columbia  ave. 

For  the  information  of  the  brethren  who  may 
not  be  sufficiently  posted,  will  say  that  Bro.  J. 
Webb  Richman,  the  former  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, was  requested  some  months  ago  to  continue 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1190 


Che  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


to  act  in  place  of  Bro.  Vanartsdalen,  who  had 
at  that  time  located  at  a point  too  distant  to  at- 
tend to  the  duties.  Bro.  Richman  is  still  acting 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  all  communications 
should  be  directed  to  him,  at  2202  Fitzwater  st, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Come  out  to  the  meetings,  and  see  what  is  be- 
ing done  to  solidify  the  P.  & R.  boys.  It  is  go- 
ing to  be  a hard  task,  but  in  time  we  shall  win 
out.  As  I have  frequently  said,  there  are  as 
good  men  on  the  P.  Sc  R.  as  on  any  line  in  the 
country,  but  they  have  neglected  themselves  too 
long.  Now  that  we  have  awakened  them,  let  us 
all  get  to  work,  determined  to  bring  every  worthy 
telegrapher  within  the  ranks. 

Read  over  the  above  changes,  and  paste  them 
in  your  hat.  Be  sure  to  be  on  hand. 

Eli. 


Philadelphia  Division  No.  4. 

Many  are  the  compliments  paid  to  our  journal 
for  its  beauty  and  worth,  not  only  by  our  own 
members,  but  members  of  all  the  other  big  railroad 
unions.  Every  member  should  read  the  journal 
carefully  from  cover  to  cover.  It  is  essential 
that  we  are  well  educated  along  the  lines  of  our 
profession,  and  the  close  study  of  the  questions 
and  opinions  of  our  able  writers  in  the  journal 
can  not  help  but  bring  about  the  desired  result 

The  new  tower  at  Coatesville  has  been  put  into 
service,  and  “MO  ’ tower,  west  end  of  bridge,  has 
been  abandoned.  Trains  are  now  run  via  the 
new  four-track  bridge,  and  all  switches  controlled 
by  interlocking  from  new  "CV“  tower. 

Bro.  Weidber,  first  trick  “UM,”  contemplates 
visiting  St.  Louis,  and  will  do  the  Fair,  of  course. 

“Man’s  inhumanity  to  man,*’  one  writer  says, 
and  I would  like  to  say  brother’s  inhumanity  to 
brother,  is  the  cause  of  much  ill-getting  and  very 
unjust  criticism  among  some  members  of  our 
Order.  Many  good  brothers  refuse  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Order  because 
of  the  above  named  fact.  Men  who  have  given 
much  of  their  spare  moments  and  valuable  time 
for  our  benefit,  and  without  any  compensation 
whatever,  are  the  victims  of  continuous  abuse  by 
some  unthinking  boys.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  it 
has  become  difficult  to  retain  the  good  will  and 
services  of  a number  of  the  best  members  on  our 
committees,  and  to  induce  others  to  accept  their 
places?  The  rule  has  yet  to  be  made  that  will 
suit  everyone,  and  probably  never  will  be.  This 
fact  should  be  remembered  by  those  who  are  ever 
ready  to  criticise  and  injure  those  who  are  trying 
to  do  their  best  for  us.  The  lettets  O.  R.  T.  are 
only  another  word  for  union,  and  let  us  have  it 
to  the  fullest  extent.  Our  obligation  teaches  us 
this. 

Why  not  all  be  like  Bro.  Rove,  second  trick 
“CD”?  Jack  says  he  becomes  more  thoroughly 
impressed  with  the  O.  R.  T.,  its  principles  and 
achievements,  every  day.  We  are  with  you,  Bro. 
Roye,  and  if  we  would  all  take  a like  view  that 
$75  minimum  might  yet  be  a reality. 

Bro.  Bachman,  “UM”  tower,  spent  his  vacation 
at  Atlantic  City. 


Division  No.  4 will  bold  their  big  annual  meet- 
ing at  Lancaster  some  time  in  September.  The 
date  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon,  but  suitable 
notice  will  be  given.  A very  large  turnout  is 
expected  as  matters  of  great  importance  will  be 
discussed  and  acted  upon.  Let  us  see  every 
brother  there  that  can  possibly  arrange  it  Of 
course,  the  meeting  would  be  incomplete  without 
Bro.  Bowles,  of  Jersey  No.  10.  He’ll  be  there. 

Bros.  Weigand  and  Leonard,  “CA”  tower,  are 
all  smiles.  The  old  16-wire  switch  board  in  this 
office  has  been  replaced  with  a new  latest  model 
35-wire  board.  The  work  of  putting  in  the  new 
board  was  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Lineman 
J.  H.  Brown,  and  Bro.  Lineman  Shay,  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Our  appeal  to  the  boys  in  regard  to  discussion 
of  the  pass  question  does  not  seem  to  have  met 
with  popular  favor,  judging  from  the  absence  of 
articles  in  our  journal  on  the  subject.  We  be- 
lieve this  would  be  the  proper  time  to  present  our 
demands  to  the  management,  since  more  money 
and  other  much  needed  concessions  would  not 
seem  to  be  very  appropriate  subjects  to  bring 
up  while  retrenchment  holds  sway. 

Bro.  J.  K.  Robinson,  first  trick  “QA,”  has  re- 
turned to  duty  again  after  a three  weeks’  vaca- 
tion, which  was  spent  with  his  family  at  their 
cottage  at  Mt.  Gretna,  Pa. 

Bro.  B.  G.  Kern,  second  trick  “NV,”  has  gone 
to  St.  Louis  to  see  the  Fair.  Judging  from 
financial  arrangements,  as  we  are  told,  it  is  be- 
lieved he  is  not  going  alone  either. 

The  article  in  the  July  number  of  Division  No. 
4 news,  relative  to  the  ex-brother  on  the  west  end 
of  Philadelphia  Division,  who  is  now  engaged 
teaching  students,  seems  to  have  hit  the  mark. 
Sorry,  however,  that  he  was  hurt  to  the  extent 
of  causing  him  to  make  numerous  threats.  In 
such  cases  the  truth  always  hurts. 

Bro.  Bonsum,  nights  at  “VQ,”  is  spending  a 
week’s  vacation  at  the  sea  shore. 

The  old  assertion  that  telegraphers  generally  do 
not  pull  together  well  in  a strike  does  not  seem 
to  be  the  case  in  the  recent  M.,  K.  & T.  strike, 
where  450  men  went  out  and  but  six  remained. 

“Akwoal.” 


Philadelphia  Division  No.  3a 

To  all  interested,  please  note:  The  Secretary- 

Treasurer  of  No.  30  has  moved.  You  will  now 
address  him  thusly:  Mr.  Jas.  A.  Quinn,  No 

5531  Thompson  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Station  W. 
Bear  this  fact  in  mind,  ye  members  of  No.  30, 
and  others,  who  may  have  business  to  transact 
with  Bro.  Quinn. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  but  timely  to  add  that 
Bro.  Frazier,  S.  & T.  of  No.  4,  lives  at  55^9 
Thompson  St.,  with  “KW”  at  5531.  It  is  up  to 
Bro.  Richman,  of  102,  to  get  into  5533,  and  make 
it  unanimous.  Bro.  R.  was  out  in  that  vicinity 
a week  or  so  ago,  and  was  looking  at  that  very 
block,  having  a desire  to  move,  but  at  this  writing 
has  cast  the  temptation  behind  him,  and  will  not 
add  another  S.  & T.  to  that  block.  “KW"  and 
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“FZ”  are  heavy  enough  to  hold  that  square  down 
at  present. 

Your  scribe  was  unable  to  connect  at  the  Au- 
gust meeting  of  30,  being  down  by  the  sad  sea 
waves,  having  wasted  all  of  that  Friday  in  an  en- 
deavor to  entice  denizens  of  the  "briny”  to  get 
tangled  up  with  a piece  of  barbed  steel  and  twine, 
artistically  embowered  in  soft-shell  crabs,  shrimps, 
clams,  etc.,  but  of  little  avail,  and  that  little  given 
to  a fellow,  "Izaak  Walton,”  and  a railroad  man, 
a Mr.  Brown,  located  in  the  bureau  of  informa- 
tion at  the  23d  street  ferry  of  the  Pennsy,  in 
New  York  City,  who  was  going  home  that  even- 
ing (yours  truly  was  not),  with  an  indifferent 
catch,  though  with  the  two  lots  put  together,  a 
tolerably  good  showing  was  made. 

Mr.  B.  kindly  left  a supply  of  blood  worms 
with  your  scribe,  who  in  turn  passed  them  on  to 
another  angler  later  on. 

About  the  time  the  faithful  were  gathering  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  13th  and  Arch  streets, 
Philadelphia,  on  this  Friday  eve,  your  truant 
scribe  and  another  disciple  of  the  above  mentioned 
Mr.  Walton,  were  out  on  the  "briny”  in  a boat, 
in  a wind  and  rain  storm,  it  was  one  of  those 
wet  storms,  too,  with  our  anchor  dragging,  making 
a desperate  effort  to  make  a catch  before  turning 
m,  but  nothing  came  our  way  excepting  the  wind 
and  rain,  and  we  were  told  afterwards  by  those 
who  were  on  terra  firma  that  it  rained  that  night. 
Of  course,  we  could  not  tell  very  much  about 
that,  as  a few  inches  added  to  what  already  sur- 
rounded us  was  hardly  noticeable;  suffice  to  say 
that  we  sought  cover  and  turned  in  “BN”  for 
a night’s  slumber,  hoping  to  be  dried  off  suf- 
ficiently by  morning,  hoping  against  hope  for  bet- 
ter luck,  with  break  of  day.  But  alas!  Luck  was 
against  everyone  at  that  point  those  two  days — 
nothing  but  crabs  for  our  trouble.  We  hope  to 
have  a better  fish  story  to  tell  next  trip.  Bro. 
Bogart,  of  84,  can  vouch  for  the  paucity  of  fish. 
We  gave  George  a few  crabs,  so  he  would  not  go 
back  home  absolutely  empty  handed.  Well, 
enough  of  this  fish  story,  without  the  fishes. 

We  now  fall  back  on  a few  notes,  taken  by 
one  on  the  spot.  Thirty’s  August  meeting,  we 
/earn  therefrom,  that  the  threatening  weather  on 
the  evening  of  our  last  meeting  did  not  have 
much  effect  on  the  members;  that  the  attendance 
was  up  to  the  standard.  The  initiation  team  was 
put  to  extra  work  during  the  evening,  the  ceremony 
having  about  been  completed  when  another  can- 
didate appears  on  the  scene,  and  the  team  did  the 
stunt  once  again.  We  believe  the  team  would 
be  willing  to  do  that  about  sixteen  times  per  ses- 
sion, if  the  material  would  be  forthcoming,  which 
thought  leads  us  to  remark  that  there  are  very 
few  “material”  ungarnered  that  is  classed  as  de- 
sirable in  our  immediate  vicinity,  and  we  believe 
few  terminals  can  make  the  showing  we  are  able 
10  make  as  to  percentage  of  O.  R.  T.  men.  In 
every  way  we  are  on  a par  with  the  best  paid 
lines,  when  we  consider  what  we  get  in  the  way 
of  various  concessions.  That  we  are  so  favored 
is  owing  largely  to  our  leadership,  men  who  com- 
mand respect,  whose  word  can  be  relied  upon. 


who  knew  when  and  how  to  give  a point  when 
one  is  made  in  conference  with  our  officials,  for 
be  it  remembered  the  labor  question  is  not  all 
one-sided.  There  is  the  company’s  side  to  every 
argument,  and  it  needs  “but  the  transfer  of  you 
or  I to  another  chair  to  make  us  reverse  ourselves 
on  the  line  of  action  hitherto  hewed  to.  The 
labor  leader  of  to-day,  if  he  be  consistent,  and 
continues  to  earn  his  living  by  the  sweat  of  his 
brow,  giving  to  his  duties  the  best  that  is 
in  him,  is  sure  to  be  appreciated  and  advanced, 
and  being  advanced  to  a position  of  trust  is  bound 
to  see  things  in  a different  light,  though  not 
changing  his  ideas  of  the  labor  movement. 

The  wave  of  retrenchment  which  has  been 
sweeping  over  the  country  has  struck  us  again. 
Within  the  last  week  or  so  several  of  the  smaller 
offices  have  been  closed  up.  This  last  reduction 
has  hit  ten  of  the  craft,  making  a total  of  twenty- 
five  in  our  immediate  bailiwick,  most  of  whom 
have  been  taken  care  of  up  to  date.  Many  of 

the  offices  abandoned  from  the  telegraph  stand- 

point, have  been  supplied  with  telephones,  and 
the  trainmen  when  they  want  orders  or  think 
they  should  have  them,  let  themselves  into  these 
telephone  booths,  call  up  the  dispatcher,  and  pro- 
ceed to  copy  his  “19”  or  “31.”  Time  will  tell 
as  to  the  practicability  of  this  plan.  It  may 
look  all  right  on  paper. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  balance  is  on 

the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger  of  the  company,  as 

to  expenditures  and  receipts  on  its  lines  within 
this  city  during  the  last  three  years,  and  retrench- 
ment wherever  possible  is  the  word,  in  order  to 
secure  a nearer  balance. 

The  management  is  to  be  commended  for  its 
wisdom  is  not  precipitating  greater  unrest  among 
the  employes  by  cutting  wages,  all  the  retrench- 
ment having  been  through  the  closing  of  offices, 
or  reducing  the  force  at  the  office,  with  an  effort 
to  reduce  the  duties  incumbent  upon  such  offices. 
This  has  fallen  naturally  upon  those  who  are 
youngest  in  the  service,  and  is  but  a fair  way  of 
reducing  expenses,  while  a cut  in  wages  would 
have  affected  all  alike — the  employe  of  thirty 
years’  experience  being  placed  on  an  equality 
with  those  of  a few  months.  This  may  be  a sel- 
fish way  to  look  at  this  matter,  yet  we  believe, 
having  in  mind  the  old  truth,  that  “a  half-loaf  is 
better  than  none,”  that  industrial  conditions  gen- 
erally are  more  stable,  the  workers  better  satis- 
fied with  this  means  of  curtailment,  affecting  a 
very  small  percentage  of  employes,  while  a re- 
duction would  affect  all.  This  depression  will 
not  continue  forever.  Presidential  elections  are, 
as  a rule,  seasons  of  dullness  industrially,  though 
not  so  dull  politically,  yet  it  is  admitted  by  all, 
even  the  "oldest  citizen,”  that  such  curtailing  of 
expenses  by  the  large  corporations,  was  hardly 
ever  known  before.  If  by  these  moves  the  finan- 
cial interests  can  ward  off  a panic,  such  as  we 
younger  element  read  of  as  occurring  in  *73,  etc., 
they  are  to  be  commended. 

The  new  “High  Line”  and  the  old  "Low  Line” 
through  the  lower  section  of  Philadelphia,  have 
taken  on  a new  lease  of  life,  as  it  were.  The 
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High  Line,  be  it  known  to  those  not  initiated,  is 
an  elevated  freight  line  over  a portion  of  our 
city,  where  the  Pennsy  avoids  several  low  grades 
and  numberless  grade  crossings,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  moves  for  expediting  freight  movement  ever 
attempted.  It  has  been  a stupendous  work,  neces- 
sitating heavy  filling  in  at  the  southern  end  of 
the  city,  as  well  as  extremely  high  elevating 
through  a portion  of  the  city,  and  from  all  re- 
ports will  be  a great  help  in  cutting  off  hours  in 
the  time  of  fast  freights  through  our  city.  It  is 
on  a part  of  this  “High  Line”  and  all  of  the 
“Low  Line”  that  the  telephone  “block”  system 
is  to  be  worked.  We  see  the  trainmen  getting 
“t’s”  and  “d’s,”  “p’s”  and  “b’s”  mixed  up. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  reductions  being 
made  on  our  lines,  in  the  telegraph  department 
especially,  the  telegraph  school  maintained  at  the 
local  P.  R.  R.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  West  Philadelphia, 
and  presided  over  by  one  A.  E.  Kromer,  who  is 
old  enough  to  see  the  error  of  his  way,  is  still 
at  work,  and  will  soon  strike  up  the  fall  and 
winter  gait.  It  seems  to  run  in  the  family  for 
the  Kromers  to  turn  out  embryo  telegraphers,  as 
Mr.  H.  J.  Kromer,  a brother  of  A.  E.,  held  the 
honored  ( ?)  post  for  several  years  prior  to  the 
present  incumbent  assuming  charge.  Still,  “there 
are  others.”  Mr.  L.  W.  Deems,  from  up  Ken- 
sington way,  has  a studio  on  North  8th  street, 
Philadelphia,  where  he  will,  for  a consideration, 
engage  to  teach  young  men  the  art  of  telegraphy 
— at  least  as  much  of  it  as  he  is  possessed  of, 
possibly. 

The  annual  commencement  of  these  “colleges” 
have  not  attained  proportions  sufficient  to  war- 
rant them  in  securing  the  American  Academy  of 
Music  Hall,  at  Broad  and  Locust  streets  for  the 
“debutting”  on  a cold  world.  After  their  pre- 
ceptor gets  done  with  them,  and  gets  his  wages, 
the  embryo  is  usually  sent  to  some  office  to  get 
onto  the  practical  side  of  the  business.  We  trust 
these  teachers,  for  hire,  will  see  a new  light  be- 
fore long.  If  they  know  a worthy  young  man, 
and  he  desires  to  learn  the  art,  do  what  can  be 
done,  and  do  it  consistently.  Give  him  all  neces- 
sary advice,  and  endeavor  to  make  a better  teleg- 
rapher of  him  than  you  are  yourself,  and  if  he 
be  poor,  don’t  take  his  money.  You  who  are 
employed  regularly  the  same  as  the  rest  of  us, 
are  hardly  in  greater  need  of  the  pelf  than  we 
ere.  Then  be  manly;  don’t  try  to  tear  down 
while  your  neighbor  is  trying  to  build  up  our 
craft,  and  all  for  a few  paltry  dollars. 

Bro.  Sullivan  bought  nearly  an  entire  stock 
of  an  eating  house  recently,  intending  to  make 
him  a rousing  spread  at  home,  but  meeting  a few 
wayfarers,  and  being  charitably  inclined,  it  is 
said  he  parted  with  the  contents  of  the  pack, 
whereupon  some  one  arises  to  remark,  “just  like 
you,  Eugene.”  Wonder  what  they  mean? 

The  two  O’Harras,  J.  J.  and  Frank,  have  both 
returned  from  their  vacations,  and  are  looking  the 
better  for  their  ten  days’  relief. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Dales,  of  West  Philadelphia,  has 
started  a new  line.  ’Tis  said  he  is  training  fancy 
canines  for  next  winter’s  dog  show. 


Bro.  Dory  Reitmeyer’s  little  boy,  "Dory”  Jr., 
had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with  a painful  acci- 
dent a few  weeks  ago.  Pounding  a piece  of 
glass  with  a hammer,  one  of  the  pieces  flew  into 
and  imbedded  itself  in  the  ball  of  the  eye,  di- 
rectly on  the  sight.  It  will  be  a miracle  if  the 
little  fellow’s  sight  is  saved.  The  Wilis  Eye 
Hospital  people  give  little  encouragement.  He 
stands  the  treatment  like  a little  soldier,  too.  One 
can  see  him  nerving  himself  to  keep  back  the  cry 
of  pain,  which  must  of  necessity  lay  close. 

Bro.  L.  K.  Marr,  our  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  is  due  back  from  his  vacation  at 
this  writing.  Bro.  Baird  has  been  doing  Bro. 
Marr’s  stunt  in  the  interim. 

Bro.  Jack  Osmond  leaves  us  to-day  for  a breath- 
ing spell. 

With  a gentle  reminder  to  all  interested  to 
read  the  first  three  or  four  lines  of  these  notes,  1 
will  close  for  another  month.  Eibol. 


Albany  Division  No.  78. 


Regular  meeting  called  to  order  Saturday  ere, 
August  20th,  with  not  as  good  an  attendance  as 
we  desired,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  wet  weather, 
which  may  have  dampened  the  ardor  of  some  of 
the  boys  up  the  line,  but  to  those  who  weathered 
the  storm  I have  yet  to  hear  of  any  regrets  of 
their  being  present.  Meeting  was  opened  in  due 
form,  after  which  the  applications  of  two  poor, 
blind  candidates  were  read  and  approved,  and  wc 
hope  to  have  them  admitted  to  the  light  at  our 
next  meeting. 

Our  secretary  has  received  many  requests  for 
information  regarding  overtime  under  our  new 
schedule.  You  have  no  doubt  received  the  cir- 
cular letter  which  78  decided  to  send  out  to  the 
hoys  regarding  the  matter.  We  expected  these 
complaints  to  arise,  and  for  that  reason  a com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  on  each  division  to 
properly  take  care  of  these  matters.  We  must 
remember  that  this  schedule  is  something  new 
on  this  road,  and  requires  us  to  exercise  good 
judgment  and  a little  patience  both  in  our  de- 
mands and  expectations.  While  we  want  every 
man  to  get  what  has  been  promised  him,  yet  we 
must  thoroughly  understand  the  schedule  before 
we  make  our  demands,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
overtime. 

There  seems  to  be  a feeling  of  disappointment 
among  some  of  the  boys  because  better  things 
were  not  granted,  especially  the  financial  end. 
To  those  1 desire  to  say,  do  not  let  your  disap- 
poin'ment  exceed  your  better  judgment.  Stop  and 
compare  your  present  schedule  with  your  former 
one,  if  you  can  find  it  in  print,  and  ask  yourself 
is  it  not  at  least  an  improvement?  Can  you  re- 
member when  you  had  a schedule  issued  by  this 
company,  and  sent  to  you  previous  to  the  birth 
of  the  O.  K.  T.  on  this  road,  or  did  you  ever  hate 
a notice  of  a vacancy  existing  on  the  road  aent 
to  you  with  the  privilege  of  bidding  for  the  same 
should  you  desire  it?  I have  been  with  this  com- 
pany nearly  fifteen  years,  and  I can’t  remember, 
although  some  of  you  fellows  may  have  better 
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memories.  Personally,  I am  more  than  pleased 
with  what  our  committee  has  accomplished,  be- 
cause I do  firmly  believe  it  is  a forerunner  of 
better  things.  As  for  better  things  financially, 
why  that  i9  simply  a question  of  time.  You  could 
not  expect  all  our  requests  to  be  granted  when 
as  an  organization  we  were  only  in  swaddling 
clothes,  and  since  we  must  creep  before  we  walk, 
we  should  not  expect  as  much  in  childhood  as  we 
would  at  maturer  years.  The  O.  R.  T.  is  just 
what  we  make  it.  A success  if  we  stick  by  it,  a 
failure  if  we  desert  it. 

I can  not  say  anything  as  to  changes  or  line 
ups  of  the  boys  on  the  D.  & H.  or  N.  Y.  C.,  not 
having  received  any  items  from  either.  I trust 
you  will  help  me  make  our  items  interesting  by 
sending  anything  of  interest  to  me,  that  I may 
embody  it  in  my  articles  before  the  25th  of  each 
month.  I hope  you  will  excuse  the  brevity  of 
this  month’s  article,  but  some  of  you  fellows  want 
to  give  me  a hand,  and  don’t  think  that  I should 
know  it  all.  Diz. 


Providence  Division  No.  35. 

August  meeting  found  a good  number  of  broth- 
ers present,  despite  the  stormy  weather,  and  a 
large  amount  of  important  business  was  disposed 
of.  Those  chronic  absentees  are  becoming  very 
much  in  evidence  again.  Of  the  crowd  who  were 
in  attendance  at  the  meeting,  seven  out  of  each 
ten  were  from  out  of  town,  some  brothers  having 
come  over  thirty  miles  to  prove  their  loyalty  to 
the  Order,  and  live  up  to  their  obligations,  while 
those  who  live  in  the  city,  I suppose,  thought  they 
could  best  serve  the  Order's  interest  by  parading 
Westminster  street  showing  off  their  style,  and 
watching  the  rainy  night’s  sights.  I understand 
one  brother  said  he  passed  the  hall,  but  did  not 
enter  as  he  thought  there  was  nothing  doing. 
Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  such  an  excuse  in  an 
attempt  to  palliate  one’s  utter  indifference  to  their 
solemn  duty?  It  is  an  absolute  fact  that  brothers 
who  reside  in  the  city  make  the  poorest  showing 
:n  attendance  at  meetings.  This  should  not  be 
the  case.  If  those  brothc-s  who  live  out  on  the 
road  should  show  the  same  lack  of  interest  as 
those  in  the  city,  it  would  not  be  long  before 
Division  35  would  cease  to  exist,  but  then  I sup- 
pose that  even  the  three  hours’  absence  from  their 
accustomed  haunts  upon  the  one  night  in  the 
month  that  we  meet  to  transact  business  pertain- 
ing to  our  own  welfare  would  be  too  long  in  their 
estimation  to  hide  their  manly  form  from  the 
admiring  glance  of  the  members  of  the  fair  sex 
whom  they  foolishly  imagine  are  irresistibly  at- 
tracted by  them.  I feel  the  spirit  of  prophesy 
upon  me,  and  I wish  the  brothers  who  are  in  at- 
tendance at  each  meeting,  and  through  whose 
labors  we  have  arrived  at  our  present  position, 
to  bear  in  mind  what  I now  wish  to  say  about 
those  brothers  who  imagine  the  Order's  prosperity 
as  well  as  their  own  can  best  be  secured  by  their 
remaining  in  a state  of  quiescence,  they  will  be 
the  greatest  kickers  and  will  send  up  the  biggest 
bowl  if  we  don’t  receive  benefits  far  beyond  all 


bounds  of  reason.  If  they  are  wise  they  will 
keep  closed  up. 


Shore  Line  Division — 

Towerman  Day,  Davisvillc  tower,  is  back  to 
work  after  an  absence  of  ten  days*  camping  out. 
Reports  good  time. 

Towerman  Wilcox,  Slocum’s  tower,  is  again  at 
work,  after  being  laid  up  a week  with  a bacl 
sprain.  Better  hit  ’em  up  for  a rubber  mat, 
Will;  there’s  nothing  like  it. 

Towerman  Barden,  Hill’s  Grove  tower,  has  to 
catch  engine  number  and  count  cars  in  all  ex- 
press trains  west  bound.  Great  practice  for  the 
eyes,  eh  Fred.? 

Night  towermen  on  east  end  have  not  been 
getting  their  regular  night  off  for  a while,  but 
have  been  receiving  double  pay  for  that  night. 
I understand  it  will  be  fixed  soon  that  each  man 
will  get  relief  regular. 

Towerman  Jousson,  Apponcing  tower,  is  becom- 
ing quite  a sailor.  I understand  he  is  thinking 
of  entering  his  boat  in  some  of  the  races  this 
fall. 


Worcester  Division — 

We  note  that  Miss  Jennie  Moriarty,  who  has 
been  on  her  vacation,  has  returned  and  resumed 
work  again  at  Woonsocket  station.  We  are  pleased 
to  see  you  back,  "JM.” 

Mr.  McCrohan,  day  man  at  South  Worcester, 
also  had  ten  days’  rest.  Don’t  know  how  he  spent 
it,  but  “MC”  says  he  always  has  a good  time 
while  on  his  trips. 

Miss  N.  A.  Buckley,  of  Worcester  freight  office, 
is  spending  her  vacation  at  Narragansett  Pier. 

Miss  Kitty  Buckley,  of  Millbury,  has  gone  to 
Nova  Scotia  for  her  much  needed  rest,  being  re- 
lieved by  her  sister. 

Understand  Agent  Clifford,  at  Saundersville, 
is  away  on  leave  of  absence  for  two  or  three 
weeks. 

J.  C.  Armstrong  is  spending  his  vacation  at 
home,  relieved  by  Opr.  Wood. 

Seldom  see  any  notes  from  this  division.  Would 
suggest  that  some  abler  writer  fall  in  line. 

Div.  Cor. 


New  York  Division  No.  26. 


Harlem  Line — 

Bro.  Jim  Dooley  is  very  happy  over  the  success 
of  the  trolley  ride.  Jim  makes  a first-class  chair- 
man. ^ 

Bro.  Stegman  has  been  working  in  dispatcher’s 
office,  “G,”  on  account  of  Dispatcher  Cornelius 
off  on  a vacation.  Bro.  Little  acting  as  dispatcher 
in  place  of  Cornelius. 

Mr.  Babcock  worked  at  “G”  account  Dispatcher 
Van  Dorn  on  vacation.  About  time  you  had  an 
up-to-date  card,  Bab. 

Bro.  Waltermire,  of  54th  street,  has  been  on 
sick  list  for  over  a month.  Report  is  that  he  will 


be  back  in  September. 
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About  time  John  Hanley,  of  47th  street,  had 
an  up-to-date  card. 

Mr.  Hartwell  says  he  will  get  a card  as  soon  as 
he  gets  regular. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  example  of  discipline  will 
have  good  effect.  Nuf  sed. 


Harlem  Division — 

Wonder  if  the  brothers  have  forgotten  the  meet- 
ing place  and  time?  For  their  benefit  and  others. 
New  York  Division  26  meets  at  142  West  125th 
street,  New  York  City,  second  Monday  at  8 p.  m. 
sharp,  and  fourth  Sunday,  10  a.  m.  and  8 p.  m. 
Please  mark  your  calendars  accordingly,  same  as 
you  do  for  pay  days. 

Wonder  why  Corrigan,  Shutts,  Shine  and  Con- 
nors don’t  come  around?  Please  note  dates. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Anderson  is  said  to  be  a good  base 
ball  player.  Hope  to  have  him  help  us  wallop 
Division  37  on  September  4th,  at  the  clam  bake. 
Look  for  report  of  same  in  the  October  Telegra- 
pher. 

Where  were  the  Harlem  Division  brothers  on 
the  night  of  our  trolley  ride?  It  was  their  loss. 

Glad  to  hear  Bro.  H.  Spaulding  is  well  and 
happy.  Where  are  the  cigars,  Bert? 

Putnam  Division — 

Bro.  Whitson,  of  Briarcliff  Manor,  has  been 
on  sick  list. 

Say,  Whitson,  it  is  near  time  Mr.  Warner  had 
an  up-to-date  card.  Send  in  report  of  same. 

The  Critchley  brothers  give  a good  example 
that  could  be  copied  with  benefit  by  a number. 
Please  note. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  Bro.  J.  J.  Critchley  will  let 
Division  26  know  the  date  of  the  happy  event. 
Also  send  in  the  cigars. 

Bro.  Andy  Durkin,  of  Tilly  Foster,  has  a dog 
story  that  beats  any  fish  story.  Ask  him  about  it. 

Bro.  Martin  Durkin,  of  Carmel,  is  only  happy 
when  entertaining  visitors  and  getting  pond  lillies 
for  the  young  ladies  when  they  are  about  to 
leave  Carmel.  Wonder  if  it  is  pond  lillies  or 
carriage  rides  they  like  best,  Martin? 

There  are  too  many  non-members  on  the  Put- 
nam. It  would  be  a good  idea  to  hold  a meeting 
on  the  Putnam  where  the  most  could  attend,  and 
devise  ways  and  means  for  reducing  the  number. 
No  reason  why  Lew  Brown  and  his  brother,  also 
Conklin  and  Reidy  are  remaining  out  of  the 
Order. 

The  Durkin  and  Critchley  brothers  would  make 
a great  organizing  committee  to  see  the  lady 
agents  south  of  Pocantice  Hills.  Guarantee  that 
there  would  be  very  few  nons  among  them  after 
that  committee  visited  them.  All  of  the  members 
of  that  committee  have  good  horses  and  carriages. 
How  about  it? 


ll’esicrn  Diiiswn — 

Bro.  M.  J.  Geoghcgan  spent  a few  days’  vaca- 
tion with  relatives  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Haughty  is  still  doing  biz  at  "PS,” 
nights.  Everything's  O.  K.  with  the  captain. 


Bro.  F.  H.  Gillcran,  relief  operator  No.  2,  is 
working  the  trick  at  93d  and  81st  streets,  nights. 

Bro.  Ed.  Curran  ha9  been  transferred  from 
station  department  to  transportation  department, 
and  is  working  the  night  trick  at  145th  street. 

Bro.  Joseph  Murphy  preserves  order  at  50th 
and  6th  ave.,  nights. 

Bro.  Wm.  Bailey  has  been  transferred  from  14th 
street  to  104th  street,  nights,  and  Bro.  L.  J. 
Havey  from  66th  street  to  104th  street,  days. 
Best  wishes  to  you,  brothers. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Cavanaugh  is  back  to  his  old  place 
again,  but  thinks  it  rather  slow  after  being  at 
104th  street  for  several  months. 

We  have  been  informed  that  Bro.  G.  Gray  has 
just  returned  from  Buffalo,  having  covered  the 
distance  on  his  wheel.  "Dollie”  is  in  receipt  of 
several  letters  of  congratulations  from  his  wide 
circle  of  friends.  Div.  Cob. 


Williamsport  Division  No.  24. 

Our  August  meeting  was  quite  well  attended, 
and  a roaring  good  meeting  it  was.  The  sturdy 
old  oaks,  that  can  not  be  swayed  by  every  light 
wind,  were  most  in  attendance.  Now  there  will 
come  a time  when  we  younger  saplings  must  shoot 
our  branches  to  much  greater  altitudes,  and  I am 
afraid  if  we  don’t  catch  a few  sunbeams  from 
between  the  leaves  of  the  older  ones,  the  strong 
light  will  smite  us  to  the  ground. 

I would  suggest  that  the  E.  & C.  Division  boys 
consult  the  directory,  and  find  out  when  we  meet. 
I believe  they  have  forgotten. 

Bro.  Catherman  must  be  taking  his  twenty- 
year  sleep.  When  he  wakes  up  what  a time  there 
will  be  on  the  L.  & T. 

We  are  rather  late  brothers,  but  stand  in  line, 
and  fire  your  congratulations  and  best  wishes. 
Evade  the  law.  and  let  them  be  bombs  and  cannon 
crackers.  In  behalf  of  Division  24  we  wish  our 
esteemed  brother  and  his  worthy  bride  all  the 
health,  happiness  and  success  life  can  afford. 
Bro.  Charles  A.  Fortney  and  Miss  Bertha  Davis, 
both  of  Milton,  Pa.,  were  married  on  the  29th 
day  of  June.  Their  honeymoon  was  spent  in 
Buffalo,  Niagara  Falls,  Washington,  and  other 
points.  Did  you  smoke?  Well,  I guess!  “Dr.” 
cigars  were  more  in  evidence  than  cock-roaches 

at  “K.”  where  you  must  sit  on  your  lunch  to 
keep  them  from  carrying  it  off.  Good  luck, 

Charlie,  you  are  a hero  in  Division  24.  Always 
fighting  for  the  honor  and  upbuilding  of  the 
division  and  the  grand  Order  with  the  tenacity 
and  persistency  of  a Grant. 

Another  lad  was  brave  enough  to  take  the 

goat  by  the  horns.  Bro.  W.  J.  Loy,  of  “Dear  old 
Hyner,  Pa.”  Brother,  we  are  glad  to  welcome 
you  into  the  fold.  It  didn’t  go  bad,  did  it? 

Bro.  Harris,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  of  Di- 
vision 98,  gave  us  a call  last  meeting  night. 

Come  again,  brother,  and  let  the  members  of  your 
division  know  they  are  all  welcome. 

Just  think!  Bro.  Roush  has  never  been  to  a 
meeting  of  Division  24.  It’s  scandalous.  Bro., 
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raise  that  right  hand  to  heaven,  and  swear  you’ll 
not  miss  the  next 

The  man  with  a big  “Dutch  heart,”  Bro.  Her- 
man. That’s  right,  boys;  he  is  working  hard  for 
us  all. 

Wanted — An  earthquake  to  waken  up  Bros. 
Swengle,  Shaffer,  Deffinderfer,  Detweiler,  Half- 
penny and  McGee,  of  Montandon.  Would  like 
to  see  you  scared  out  of  that  town  the  first  Tues- 
day of  next  month,  if  nothing  else  will  bring  you. 

Bro.  Scott  couldn’t  stay  away  from  the  old 
place — Elmira. 

What  has  become  of  all  the  boys  at  Sunbury? 
Bro.  Bridgcns  was  the  only  one  that  turned  up. 

Bro.  Helper  was  off  duty  on  account  of  a 
sprained  ankle.  Tommy,  we  thought  the  table 
at  "KI”  wa9  too  wide  to  roll  off. 

Cert,  i 66. 


Ayer,  Mass.,  Division  No.  104. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  Division  104, 
Ayer,  Mass.,  was  held  in  G.  A.  R.  hall,  August 
2iat,  with  a fair  attendance,  but  not  what  it 
should  have  been  by  any  means.  Brothers,  get  a 
gait  on  you,  and  get  out  to  these  meetings, 
thereby  encouraging  your  officers  who  are  work- 
ing hard  for  your  interest,  as  well  as  for  them- 
selves. Show  by  your  actions  you  are  willing  to 
“practice  what  you  preach.”  Some  of  the  broth- 
ers we  know  find  it  impossible  with  the  hours  of 
duty  they  have,  to  be  prompt  in  their  attendance, 
and  some  I know  could  be  there  every  meeting 
if  they  would  give  up  one  day  in  the  month  from 
pleasure  for  business,  for  business  it  is,  and  of 
very  great  importance  to  us.  Turn  out,  brothers, 
and  show  by  your  attendance  at  these  meetings 
the  kind  of  stuff  you  are  made  of.  I dislike  to 
call  out  names  in  meeting,  but  what  is  the  matter 
with  Bros.  Upson,  Center,  Sullivan,  Boutwell, 
Caton,  Cady  and  O’Toole.  Have  not  seen  you 
to  a meeting  for  such  a long  time  that  it  is  get- 
ting mouldy.  Wake  up,  turn  out  to  these  meet- 
ings, and  do  your  soul  good,  and  others,  too. 
We  would  also  like  to  see  our  oldest  member,  and 
one  of  the  most  earnest  workers  for  the  good  of 
the  Order,  Bro.  “Van,”  of  “XY.”  We  are  go- 
ing to  challenge  the  Order  to  show  up  a man 
with  a longer  service  as  an  all  around  railroad 
man  and  telegrapher  now  in  active  service,  and 
a veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  with  a diamond  tipped 
record,  for  four  years,  now  sixty-two  years  old, 
has  not  lost  his  grip,  does  not  use  a “mill”  to  make 
copy,  but  can’t  read  Chinese  or  Indian.  Any- 
thing else  goes.  Thirty-one  years  is  the  record 
in  railroad  service. 

Bro.  Hadlock,  of  “G,”  has  gone  on  days  for 
awhile. 

Bro.  Chase,  of  “SJ,”  is  working  as  relief  agent 
on  the  east  end,  but  he  is  among  the  brothers 
just  the  same,  as  they  are  thick  all  around  that 
section.  Very  sorry  to  hear  that  Bro.  Wm.  Sul- 
livan. who  holds  down  “SA,”  nights,  has  returned 
home  from  Rhode  Island,  sick.  Hope  he  will 
weather  the  storm  O.  K.,  and  soon  be  on  deck. 

Did  you  see  our  worthy  chief  putting  the 
fricasseed  chicken,  beefsteak,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  out 


of  sight  after  the  meeting?  Strenuous  time  for 
him,  but  “a  la  Teddy,”  he  got  his  game  all  right, 
but  the  “fodder”  wasn’t  in  it,  beside  his  acting 
as  a tugboat  towing  a scow  on  mud  bottom,  with 
four  in  it,  and  anchor  out,  in  water  up  to  his 
knees.  Sweat?  Well,  I should  say!  Small 
shower. 

Bro.  Van  Densen,  days  “Y,”  attended  the 
G.  A.  R.  encampment  in  Boston,  August  t6,  17 
and  18.  Bro.  Randall,  owl  “XY,”  is  on  his  va- 
cation in  Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  They  say 
he  went  with  his  “sister.”  Investigation  when 
he  returns.  Bro.  Lysaght,  from  “Q,”  in  his*  place 
until  he  returns. 

Bro.  Harrington,  in  "WA,”  has  been  off  the 
hooks,  but  O.  K.  now. 

Now,  brothers,  get  onto  your  job,  and  turn  out 
to  these  meetings  better.  It  is  for  your  interest 
to  do  so,  and  bring  or  send  in  a non  if  you  can. 
There  are  three  in  “RX,”  Worcester,  we  should 
have  to  make  us  solid  in  that  city. 

“Mikado.” 


Utica  Division  No.  90. 

Brothers,  I am  very  sorry  to  say  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  hold  a meeting  for  the  past  two 
months,  on  account  of  not  sufficient  members 
showing  up  to  fill  the  necessary  chairs  in  our 
division  room.  This  is  no  doubt  caused  by  the 
summer  timetable,  and  on  account  of  the  boys 
from  the  east  not  being  able  to  get  here  and 
back  the  same  night.  However,  I hope  that  you 
will  all  endeavor  to  make  every  possible  effort 
to  turn  out  and  attend  that  possibly  can.  even 
if  there  is  a little  inconvenience  in  getting  back 
and  forth  to  your  homes.  I think  that  it  could 
be  done  at  least  one  night  during  the  month. 
Let  us  try  and  see  the  result  next  month. 

You,  of  course,  understand  that  we  arc  still 

under  the  local  division  plan,  and  should  not  offer 
this  as  an  excuse  for  not  turning  out.  1 think 

that  if  we  were  under  the  system  division  plan 

at  present,  it  would  be  to  our  advantage,  as  we 
could  name  some  point  down  the  line  for  our 

meetings,  and  therefore  would  have  better  train 
service  in  our  favor.  I notice  there  are  still  a 
few  who  are  not  entirely  in  favor  of  the  system 
division  plan,  which  is  entirely  right  and  proper, 
as  I think  there  are  two  sides  to  all  questions, 
but  I think  that  a majority  should  rule  in  all 
cases,  and  that  the  minority  should  unite  with  the 
majority  and  work  for  the  success  of  all  con- 
cerned. I think  it  is  a wise  step.  If  you  will 
look  at  the  official  directory  of  our  Order  In  the 
journal  you  will  find  that  57  of  the  137  divisions 
are  system  divisions,  and  the  fact  that  all  such 
large  trunk  lines  as  the  N.  P.,  S.  P.,  U.  P.,  C.  P., 
M.  P.,  B.  & O.,  D.  & R.  G.,  M.  C.,  L.  S.,  Penn- 
sylvania Lines,  and  in  fact  a host  of  others,  are 
all  successfully  working  under  this  plan.  You 
will  find  upon  investigation  that  they  all  have  good 
schedules,  and  that  their  membership  is  in  first- 
class  shape.  While  local  division  has  done  won- 
ders for  us,  still  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
always  adhere  to  it.  I think  the  system  division 
will  do  more  for  us.  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
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the  members  on  this  N.  Y.  C.  system  can  work 
in  greater  harmony  by  acting  as  one  united  body, 
than  to  be  divided  up  into  eleven  separate  di- 
visions. Let  us  all  work  for  that  which  concerns 
the  greatest  number.  We  are  all  brothers,  work- 
ing for  a common  cause.  Let  us  unite,  put  our 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  help  the  good  work 
along.  The  dues  for  this  current  term  are  com- 
ing tn  better  and  more  prompt  than  ever  before. 
We  are  getting  applications  from  all  sections  cov- 
ered by  this  division,  and  it  shows  that  the  mem- 
bers are  in  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  their  or- 
ganization. On  account  of  not  having  had  a meet- 
ing for  two  months,  will  give  you  here  our  finan- 
cial standing: 

Cash  on  hand  June  15 $371  10 

Received  account  initiation  fees  and  dues.  397  06 


$768  16 

DISBURSED. 


Grand  lodge  pro  of  dues $271  94 

Local  division  expenses 39  5* 


$3H  45 

Cash  on  hand 456  7* 


$768  16 

The  above  will  show  you  we  are  in  a healthy, 
growing  and  prosperous  condition.  We  are  stead- 
ily increasing  our  membership  through  individual 
effort.  I understand  quite  a number  of  the  broth- 
ers are  sojourning  in  the  western  part  of  our 
large  domain,  and  reporting  enjoyable  trips  upon 
their  return  home.  There  are  no  doubt  a num- 
ber of  the  brothers  wondering  what  has  become 
of  the  General  Committee.  Have  patience,  boys, 
and  you  will  hear  of  something  doing  before  many 
moons. 

Will  cut  out  now,  and  if  Bro.  Quick  can  keep 
from  feeding  this  to  the  office  goat,  I shall  be  very 
much  surprised.  C.  J.  B. 


MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  Almighty  God  has  removed  from  this 
earth  our  highly  esteemed  and  worthy  brother, 
Clark  Z.  Smith,  and  in  token  of  esteem  and  friend- 
ship of  him,  who  is  with  us  no  more,  and  in  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  widow  and  family,  be  it 

Resolved.  That  in  the  death  of  Bro.  Smith  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  loses  a true  and 
staunch  member,  the  widow  a loving  husband,  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Utica  Division 
No.  90.  O.  R.  T.,  that  we  tender  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympa’hy  to  those  who  are  called  upon 
to  mourn  his  loss,  to  commend  them  to  our 
heavenly  Father,  who  is  merciful  to  all  who  call 
upon  Him  in  the  hour  of  their  sorrows,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  the  family  of  our  deceased  brother,  also 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  division,  and  a 
copy  sent  our  official  journal  for  publication,  and 
the  charter  be  draped  in  mourning  for  a period 
of  thirty  days.  By  Order  of  Committee. 


MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  Almighty  God  has  removed  from  our 
midst  our  beloved  brother,  John  Hoffman,  and 
while  bowing  humbly  to  Him,  who  doeth  all  things 
well,  and  in  our  respectful  regard  and  esteem  for 
our  late  brother,  and  his  family,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  members  of  Utica  Division  No.  90, 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  that  in  his  death 
the  Order  loses  a true  and  worthy  member,  his 
employers  a faithful  and  efficient  servant,  than  in 
him  his  wodiw  loses  and  affectionate  husband,  the 
mother  a loving  son,  the  brothers  and  sisters  a 
kind  brother,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  dark  hour  of 
affliction,  ever  mindful  of  the  fact  that  while 
lost  to  us  on  earth  he  has  gained  an  eternal  home 
in  heaven,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  division,  a copy 
forwarded  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  to  The 
Tet.ecrapher  for  publication,  and  that  our  char- 
ter be  draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

By  Order  of  Committee. 


CARD  OF  THANKS. 

I hereby  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  members  of  Utica  Division  No.  90,  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  especially,  for  the  many  little 
favors,  expressions  of  sympathy,  and  other  acts 
of  kindness  shown  me  during  the  recent  illness 
and  death  of  my  husband.  I shall  be  ever  grate- 
ful. Mrs.  C.  Z.  Smith. 

Little  Falls,  N.  Y. 


Oldtown  Division  No.  11. 

There  is  a lot  of  stirring  among  the  dry  bones 
along  this  pike,  and  it  is  astonishing  all  the  old- 
timers  to  see  what  can  be  done  with  well-applied 
effort  in  the  way  of  bringing  nons  into  the  fold, 
and  showing  the  error  of  their  ways  to  those  who 
have  so  long  held  back  from  doing  their  duty,  as 
it  has  been  known  to  them  through  the  faithful 
work  of  our  old  stand-bys  in  the  service.  It  is 
a funny  thing  to  see  how  nicely  the  oldest,  thread- 
bare arguments  will  bring  down  their  man  when 
brought  out  by  new  advocates.  There  is  just 
nothing  new  at  all  in  the  story  that  is  told  the 
nons  to-day,  but  they  understand  it  for  the  first 
time,  after  all  that  has  been  done  to  get  the 
facts  before  them.  Let  us  see  if  there  is  going 
to  be  any  permanent  effect  come  from  their  un- 
derstanding. Division  11  has  no  kind  of  use  for 
new  members  who  are  just  dropping  in  to  see 
“something  done,”  and  who  propose  to  drop  out 
again  the  very  soonest  opportunity.  If  any  one 
thing  in  this  life  is  sure  it  is  the  fact  that,  under 
the  conditions  that  we  find  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  it  is  useless  of  talk  about  “doing  some- 
thing” on  a bluff  per  cent  basis  of  membership. 
We  must  have  the  real  thing  for  a membership, 
and  the  right  men  to  back  it,  and  every  member 
a stayer,  before  we  can  make  a single  safe  »tep 
in  advance. 
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The  question  of  apportioning  the  new  members 
to  the  two  divisions,  and  the  other  important 
questions  that  go  with  this,  are  still  hanging  fire. 
We  believe  they  will  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned,  if  things  are  not  hurried  too 
fast.  There  arc  promises  of  some  pretty  inter- 
esting meetings,  soon,  and  the  brothers  want  to  get 
into  line  for  attending  them.  Now  that  we  have 
regular  meetings  at  each  end  of  the  main  line,  it 
ought  to  be  a means  of  getting  some  good,  lively 
meetings.  It  is  up  to  the  members  to  turn  out 
and  make  the  meetings  what  they  ought  to  be. 
The  officers  can’t  do  that,  any  more  than  they  can 
do  all  the  rest  of  our  work  for  us.  No.  38. 


Rochester  Division  No.  34. 

MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  God  in  His  wisdom  and  mercy  has 
seen  fit  to  remove  from  our  midst  the  beloved 
father  of  our  worthy  chief  telegrapher,  Bro. 
S.  J.  Egelston,  and 

Whereas,  In  token  of  our  respect  and  sym- 
pathy for  our  hrother  and  his  family,  be  itt 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Rochester  Division 
No.  34,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  that  we 
extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  them  in  their  re- 
cent sorrow  and  bereavement;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon 
the  records  of  the  division,  published  in  The 
Telegrapher,  and  a copy  sent  the  family  of  the 
deceased.  J.  J.  McCarthy, 

E.  F.  Schneider, 

A.  E.  Blim. 

Committee. 


Wilkesbarre  Division  No.  67. 

This  is  the  month  when  vitality  as  pertaining 
to  business  is  at  a low  ebb.  Nearly  every  one 
is  on  a vacation.  Your  scribe  came  near  taking 
a vacation  this  month,  but  thought  some  brother 
might  be  disappointed  at  not  seeing  Division  67’s 
write-up  in  its  accustomed  place,  so  will  take  an- 
other pull  at  the  “vitalizer”  and  begin. 

I’m  going  to  ask  you  a question,  one  that  I have 
given  considerable  thought,  and  as  yet  have  ar- 
rived at  no  satisfactory  solution,  viz..  What  are 
we  going  to  do  with  the  “don’t  care”  member? 

Did  you  ever  meet  him?  I’m  sure  you  have. 
You  will  find  him  in  all  the  walks  of  life; 
in  the  school,  in  the  church,  in  all  the  fraternal 
societies,  everywhere. 

It  is  more  work  to  get  anything  out  of  the 
“don’t  care”  member  after  you  get  him  in  the 
Order,  than  it  was  to  get  him  first. 

The  man  who  don’t  care  whether  he  goes  to 
lodge  or  not,  or  what  his  division  is  doing,  is 
the  one  who  goes  to  sleep  when  on  duty,  and 
lets  the  dispatcher  call  an  hour  for  trains.  He 
don’t  care  whether  trains  are  detained  or  not. 
If  they  are  detained  he  don’t  care  what  was  the 
cause,  where  if  he  would  stir  around  and  find 
out  be  could  save  a lot  of  unnecessary  work. 

I’m  sure  the  dispatcher  has  met  him,  if  you 
have  not. 


The  “don’t  care”  member  doesn’t  care  whether 
the  man  working  next  to  him  is  a member  or 
not.  He  is  the  one  who  will  work  with  a student 
if  he  has  a little  business  he  wishes  to  get  off 
quick,  so  he  can  finish  reading  that  novel,  rather 
than  call  until  he  gets  The  Telegrapher.  He  is 
generally  the  one  who  criticizes  the  work  that  is 
being  done,  and  finds  fault  because  he  has  to  do 
two  men’s  work,  work  sixteen  hours  for  a day, 
with  no  overtime,  etc. 

We  have  a few  of  the  “don’t  cares”  on  the 
P.  & N.  Y.,  but  most  of  them  flourish  on  the 
Wyoming  and  Lehigh  Divisions.  Can  not  say  as 
to  the  cause  of  this.  They  ought  to  have  all  the 
more  life  after  breathing  that  mountain  air. 

What  arc  we  going  to  do  with  them?  We 
must  wake  them  up  some  way,  or  we  will  never 
be  able  to  accomplish  anything.  If  any  brother 
knows  of  a way  to  transform  the  “don't  care” 
brother  into  one  who  does  care,  let  us  know  at 
once. 

On  account  of  having  to  work  on  meeting  night, 
could  not  attend.  Understand  there  was  a large 
number  present,  and  a profitable  meeting  and  a 
good  time  enjoyed  by  all. 


Notes — 

John  Horner,  for  many  years  day  telegrapher 
at  Geneva,  “GO,”  freight  office,  was  promoted  to 
something  about  10  “sx”  better  per  month,  down 
stairs  in  same  office,  about  a couple  of  weeks  ago. 
We  miss  you  exceedingly  on  old  “33”  "Q,”  but 
glad  of  your  good  luck. 

Bro.  T.  H.  Higgins,  from  “MI”  office,  nights,  to 
“GO”  in  place  of  Horner. 

Bro.  R.  D.  Burns,  from  extra  list  to  “MI,” 
nights,  place  of  Bro.  Higgins. 

Cayuta  agency  closed  first  of  August.  Mr.  F. 
A.  Parish,  agent,  transferred  to  agency  at  Romu- 
lus, N.  Y.,  which  was  being  temporarily  filled  by 
Bro.  G.  W.  Doney  since  Bro.  Walters’  death. 

We  understand  that  Bro.  Doney  leaves  us  soon 
to  accept  a much  better  position  in  Buffalo.  We 
all  congratulate  you  on  your  good  luck,  “DY,” 
although  would  much  rather  have  you  stay  with 
us.  May  good  luck  aud  a full  wallet  ever  be 
thine. 

Miss  Lu  Fannie  B.  Kinne,  agent  Ovid,  taking 
a month  or  more  vacation  in  an  extended  trip 
through  the  West. 

L.  P.  Bassett,  extra,  working  at  Ovid. 

Bays,  can’t  you  bring  the  new  agent  at  New- 
held,  Mr.  W.  Messenger,  in  out  of  the  wet? 
Understand  he  has  a student,  too.  That  is  shame- 
ful. Even  if  he  don’t  see  his  way  clear  to  join 
with  us,  he  might  show  his  good  will  by  closing 
the  “ham”  shop.  Get  after  him. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Barrowcliff  has  taken  the  night  trick 
at  Tunkhannock  since  the  installation  of  the 
telephone  at  Sugar  Run.  Bro.  Kane  on  the  extra 
list  Bro.  Lewis,  formerly  nights  at  Tunkhan- 
nock also  working  extra. 

It  afforded  us  great  pleasure  a few  days  ago 
to  grasp  the  hand  of  our  old  friend  John  F. 
Deegan,  towerman  from  the  Hudson  Division, 
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N.  Y.  C.  & H.  John  wears  a handsome  gold 
badge  in  the  lapel  ot  his  coat,  saying  O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  R.  D.  Hill,  nights  at  Laceyville,  has  been 
laid  up  for  some  time  account  of  an  injury  re- 
ceived while  loading  milk.  Mr.  Drake  occupying 
the  chair  during  his  absence. 

Bro.  R.  N.  Horning  has  been  confined  to  his 
home  for  some  time  with  the  mumps.  Hear  he 
is  on  the  mend,  and  will  soon  be  with  us  again. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Furman  has  returned  from  the 
Wyoming  Division,  and  is  at  present  working  at 
Ithaca,  nights.  He  says  the  Wyoming  is  O.  K. 

As  it  is  time  that  this  copy  must  be  mailed  for 
St.  Louis  will  cut  out  again  asking  you  to  get 
after  every  non  you  hear  of. 

Div.  Cor. 


Harrisburg  Division  No.  3. 

We  understand  a great  many  of  the  Middle 
Division  boys  who  belong  to  No.  3 intend  with- 
drawing, and  going  in  No.  86,  on  account  of  the 
division  headquarters  being  changed  from  Har- 
risburg to  Altoona,  the  home  of  86.  Since  the 
change  Harrisburg  is  on  the  Philadelphia  Di- 
vision. 

Bro.  Becker,  of  “VF,”  has  resigned,  and  gone 
West,  so  we  are  informed,  but  we  do  not  know 
what  part  of  the  West,  but  wherever  he  goes  he 
will  catch  on,  as  he  is  Ai,  and  always  carries 
an  up  to  date.  He  has  the  best  wishes  of  No.  3. 
We  all  hope  lie  will  grow  up  with  the  country, 
and  let  us  know  where  he  is  located. 

We  expect  to  lose  Bro.  Bowers,  of  “Z,”  before 
long,  as  he  is  developing  into  a great  base  ball 
player,  and  will  soon  be  gobbled  up  by  the  Na- 
tional or  American  league.  Lajoie  and  Mike 
Grady  are  not  in  it  with  him  at  the  bat.  He 
makes  them  all  look  like  13  cents. 

If  any  member  has  any  notes  he  would  like  to 
have  published  in  the  journal,  please  send  them 
to  the  division  correspondent,  or  to  the  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  he  will  forward  them  to  him. 
Don’t  be  afraid  to  send  a few  notes,  as  they  will 
be  accepted. 

Bro.  Norton,  of  “MU,”  spent  his  vacation  in 
August  at  the  Newton  Hamilton  camp  meeting. 
We  have  not  heard  yet  if  he  was  benefited  by 
going  there. 

Ham  factories  are  again  opening  up  on  this 
division  since  the  packing  house  strike  in  the 
West.  It  is  a great  benefit  to  the  people  along 
the  P.  R.  R.,  as  fresh  and  smoked  hams  will  run 
very  cheap. 

Cut  this  out,  boys.  The  trouble  it  causes  you, 
and  the  shunning  of  your  fellow  workmen  over- 
run the  small  compensation  vou  receive  for  sac- 
rificing your  profession.  What  does  a student 
care  for  you  after  you  have  pounded  your  heart 
out  trying  to  hammer  a little  of  the  art  in  his 
head.  We  would  like  to  have  you  all  with  us, 
and  want  you  there,  but  if  you  can  not  see  your 
way  clear  do  not  block  our  work  by  teaching  the 
•rt 

Close  up  the  factories  and  let  the  packing  house 
men  win  out.  Div.  Cor. 


Fredericksburg  Division  No.  125. 

Well,  Mr.  Non,  what  new  excuse  have  you 
to  offer  for  not  becoming  a brother  now?  Surely 
it  can  not  be  “can’t  raise  the  cash,”  for  you  have 
already  drawn  back  time  pay  from  the  last  raise 
the  committee  got  for  you  to  make  you  solid  in 
the  O.  R.  T.,  and  have  some  pocket  change  left 
Some  there  are.  and  I regret  to  say,  quite  a large 
number  that  are  sharing  all  the  benefits,  and  still 
they  will  not  come  forward  with  their  papers. 
Why  is  it,  boys,  that  you  are  still  holding  out? 
Do  you  want  a few  to  do  all  the  work,  and  you 
who  have  done  nothing  at  all  to  reap  the  bene- 
fits? We  need  you,  one  and  all,  and  until  you 
come  forward  and  join  heart  and  hand  with  us, 
you  can’t  expect  any  better  working  conditions. 
Send  in  those  papers,  buckle  down  to  work,  and 
pull  your  part  of  the  load.  Just  think  for  a 
minute.  You  are  classed  among  the  highest  paid 
telegraphers  in  the  East,  south  of  the  Mason  and 
Dixon  line,  and  even  this  can  be  bettered  if  you 
will  only  come  forward  and  lend  a helping  hand. 
Compare  your  position  of  two  years  ago  with  to- 
day, and  see  what  a big  difference  there  is,  then 
stop  and  think  how  it  was  all  brought  about. 
The  secret  in  a nut  shell — the  O.  R.  T. 

While  lining  them  up  a few  nights  ago,  I was 
surprised  to  learn  that  there  are  still  nearly  as 
per  cent  of  the  boys  on  this  pike  who  have  never 
enlisted  their  efforts  in  our  grand  cause  of  placing 
the  telegraphers  of  this  country  on  a solid  foot- 
ing. 

There  is  another  very  important  piece  of  busi- 
ness that  needs  bringing  before  the  brothers,  and 
that  is  the  very  poor  attendance  we  are  having 
at  our  meetings.  Come  out,  boys,  and  meet  the 
man  at  the  other  end.  Become  personally  ac- 
quainted, and  then  you  will  find  that  the  work 
will  become  much  easier  after  you  have  associated 
with  him,  and  learned  his  ways.  ' 

I "13”  the  goat  will  have  much  work  on  hand 
at  our  next  meeting,  so  come  out  in  full  force 
and  help  him  out.  Our  Secretary  has  commenced 
feeding  him  tin  cans,  newspapers,  etc.,  so  as  to 
have  him  in  first-class  snape  for  the  second  Friday 
night  in  September.  If  you  want  to  have  the 
finest  time  of  your  life  just  show  up  there  prompt- 
ly at  8 p.  m.,  and  you  will  be  amply  repaid  for 
the  trip. 

Our  secretary  and  treasurer  informs  me  that 
there  arc  still  quite  a number  who  have  failed  to 
send  in  their  dues.  This  is  very  important,  broth- 
ers, and  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  don't 
let  another  sun  find  you  on  the  delinquent  list,  or 
you  may  wake  up  and  find  yourself  transformed 
into  one  of  those  handsome  nons. 

Local  news  is  very  scarce  just  at  present,  as 
most  of  the  boys  are  off  taking  their  well-earned 
rests  after  the  big  rush  of  the  busy  season.  Hop- 
ing that  some  other  brother  will  try  his  hand 
next  month,  and  that  the  good  work  may  be 
kept  up  each  succeeding  month. 

Will  cut  out  for  this  time. 
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Minnesota  Division — 

Since  our  worthy  local  chairman,  Bro.  Thomas, 
went  over  the  division  the  nons  are  like  hen’s  teeth. 
Although  hens  have  no  teeth,  we  have  two  or 
three  nons  on  the  division,  and  will  say  they  arc 
the  very  ones  that  are  enjoying  the  benefits  of 
our  schedule.  Bro.  Thomas  is  certainly  worthy 
of  a great  deal  of  praise,  as  he  has  been  in- 
strumental in  making  the  Minnesota  Division 
what  it  is  now,  and  it  behooves  each  and  every 
member  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and 
render  Bro.  Thomas  all  the  assistance  possible. 
Keeping  your  dues  paid  up  is  not  all.  When 
you  get  hold  of  a non  keep  after  him  until  he  is 
landed,  and  if  you  can  not  bring  him  into  the 
ranks,  give  his  name  to  the  local  chairman  or 
his  assistants,  and  let  them  try  him.  We  can 
not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  our  local  chairman, 
Bro.  Thomas,  and  if  the  members  on  the  Minne- 
sota Division  do  their  part,  we  will  have  the 
banner  division. 

Bro.  F.  L.  Letourneau,  formerly  nights  at 
Rochester,  has  left  the  service  of  the  C.  & N.  W., 
and  gone  to  the  Illinois  Central.  We  regret  to 
see  him  go,  as  he  was  a valuable  member. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  brother  to  S.  M.  Wright, 
days  at  Eyota,  and  H.  T.  Banks,  agent  at  Zum- 
brota. 

Bro.  J.  C.  McNally,  formerly  at  Janesville,  re- 
lieved Bro.  T.  M.  Cassidy  at  Eyota  for  a few 
nights,  but  is  now  working  in  the  dispatcher's 
office  at  Winona. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Mandcrson,  and  wife,  agent  at  Plain- 
view,  and  Bro.  E.  H.  Dickerman  and  wife,  agent 
at  Viola,  visited  the  St.  Louis  fair  during  July. 

We  understand  that  Bro.  J.  T.  Zeches,  at 
St  Charles,  is  getting  to  be  quite  a ball  player. 
We  will  need  him  next  summer  when  we  organize 
our  Minnesota  Division  O.  R.  T.  base  ball  team. 

Bro.  G.  P.  Skeels,  formerly  agent  at  Douglas, 
prior  to  its  being  closed,  is  working  nights  at 
Rochester  until  bulletin  is  ever  for  this  position. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Cassidy,  of  Eyota  nights,  is  work- 
ing extra  in  the  dispatcher’s  office  at  Winona. 

The  dispatcher's  office  at  Tracy  has  been  dis- 
continued. The  train  dispatcher  at  Winona  works 
through  to  Watertown. 

Bro.  Daulton,  nights  at  tower  just  west  of 
Winona  shops,  has  been  on  a vacation  visiting 
his  parental  home  in  Wisconsin. 

Bro.  Boyce,  of  Chester,  is  off  on  a leave  of 
absence,  being  relieved  by  Mr.  Carl  Johnson,  of 
Winona.  What's  the  matter,  Carl?  You  ought 
to  have  a card.  Bro.  Thomas,  of  Eagle  Lake, 
can  furnish  you  with  the  necessary. 

Bro.  R.  Leary,  who  has  been  day  telegrapher 
and  ticket  seller  at  New  Ulm  for  some  time,  has 
resigned  his  position,  and  is  now  cashier  in  the 
freight  office.  Bro.  I.  L.  Ream  is  working  days 
until  the  bulletin  is  over. 

Bro.  W.  F.  Schlect,  days  at  Sleepy  Eye,  has 
been  off  on  a three  weeks’  vacation,  being  re- 
lieved by  Mr.  Black.  Here  is  another  non.  Now, 


Mr.  Black,  you  better  be  white  and  get  an  up-to- 
date  card. 

Bro.  J.  Jordan  resumed  work,  days,  at  Waseca, 
after  a month's  leave  of  absence. 

Bro.  L.  R.  Smith  is  relieving  Bro.  C.  F. 
Thomas,  of  Minnesota  City,  who  is  taking  a 
month’s  vacation. 

Bro.  A.  H.  Dorn  is  holding  down  the  day 
job  at  Minnesota,  Bro.  R.  L.  Smith  resigning 
there. 

At  Mankato  Junction  we  find  a new  convert 
in  the  name  of  Bro.  Wells.  Don’t  know  who 
the  night  man  is  there,  but  he  can  not  last  long 
if  he  is  not  a member  with  Bro.  E.  J.  Thomas 
so  near  him. 

Our  local  chairman,  Bro.  E.  J.  Thomas,  of 
Eagle  Lake,  is  relieving  Agent  Brammer,  at  Red- 
wood Falls,  and  he  makes  Bro.  Keegan  stand 
around.  It’s  a good  thing  to  have  the  local  chair- 
man near  him. 

Bro.  D.  J.  Mahoney  is  relieving  Bro.  E.  J. 
Thomas  at  Eagle  Lake. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Head  is  still  the  old  reliable  nt 
Kasota. 

Bro.  Jack  Stewart,  agent  at  St.  Peter,  is  one 
cf  the  many  new  converts. 

Bro.  Pennison,  agent  at  Traverse,  is  like  a little 
boy  with  a new  red  wagon  since  he  got  his 
O.  R.  T.  card.  He  is  so  proud  of  it  he  has  to 
tell  every  one  he  sees  that  he  has  the  real  thing, 
and  he  has  something  else  to  be  proud  of — a little 
girl  born  to  thdm  June  10th.  Mother  and  baby 
are  both  doing  fine. 

At  Nicollet  we  find  the  pale  face,  Bro.  A.  J. 
Nelson,  looking  for  a wife. 

At  Courland  we  find  Mr.  Smith  just  about  to 
jump  the  fence  and  join  us. 

Bro.  Harmon,  nights,  at  Springfield,  is  relieving 
Bro.  H.  L.  Sparling,  agent  at  Wabasso,  for  three 
weeks.  Bro.  Harmon  is  being  relieved  by  Mr. 
Taggart. 

Bro.  Jim  Klein,  agent  at  Milroy,  is  enjoying 
prosperity.  He  is  erecting  a new  house. 

Bro.  C.  M.  Aschara,  agent  at  Smith’s  Mills,  is 
taking  in  the  St.  Louis  fair,  being  relieved  by 
Bro.  Carpenter. 

Bro.  D.  M.  Walrath  has  resumed  work  as 
agent  at  Minnesota.  Bro.  R.  H.  Krouse,  who 
has  been  relieving  Bro.  Walrath,  leaves  the  serv- 
ice of  the  C.  & N.  W.  to  accept  a position  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  Springfield  Flour  Mills.  We 
regret  to  see  Bro.  Krouse  leave  us,  but  wish  him 
success  in  his  new  work. 

Bro.  Wentworth,  at  Gary,  has  been  having 
trouble  with  his  eyes,  but  they  are  some  better 
now. 


Bro.  Gray,  who  has  been  relieving  Bro.  A.  O. 
Titus,  at  Watertown,  is  now  relieving  J.  M.  Nill, 
agent  at  Kranzburg.  We  understand  Mr.  Nill 
will  join  us  soon. 


Bro.  A.  O.  Titus  has  resumed  work  as  teleg- 
rapher and  ticket  seller  at  Watertown,  after  a 
few  weeks’  leave  of  absence. 

We  are  solid  on  the  Watertown  branch  with  the 
exception  of  Kranzburg  and  Goodwin,  and  as 
Mr.  Nill  promises  to  join  us,  we  will  have  one 
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lonely  non  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hicks,  at  Good- 
win. Mr.  Nill  says  he  is  not  going  to  have  the 
members  pay  for  the  benefits  he  is  receiving  and 
not  help.  Wish  Mr.  Hicks  would  think  that  way, 
and  we  could  say  solid  in  great  big  letters. 

I wish  all  members  would  render  me  all  the 
assistance  possible  to  give  the  Minnesota  Division 
a good  write-up  next  month.  The  assistant  cor- 
respondents have  not  done  much  this  month.  Try 
and  do  better  next  month.  Div.  Cor. 


Penn.  Division — 

I believe  a great  many  of  the  members  on  this 
division  have  looked  and  looked  in  vain  for  a 
line-up  of  some  kind  in  our  Telegrapher.  I 
think  we  have  made  a mistake  in  not  having  a 
write-up  before  this.  We  should  show  the  out- 

siders that  the  “I*.  D.”  of  the  C.  & N.  W.  is 
right  up  to  date,  and  have  the  goods  with  them 
all  the  time.  There  are  a few  who  do  not  be- 
long to  our  illustrious  Order,  and  if  a write-up 
was  given  once  in  awhile  it  should  and  would  have 
a tendency  to  bring  those  backward  fellows  to  us, 
and  once  we  get  them  leaning,  it  is  a very  easy 
matter  to  land  them.  Now,  brothers,  let  us  all 
bend  to  the  wheel,  and  do  what  we  can  to  make 
this  division  one  of  the  banner  divisions,  and 

one  to  be  proud  of.  Get  after  those  fellows  who 
are  not  up  to  date,  and  get  them  to  carry  the 
right  kind  of  goods.  If  you  all  get  into  the 
game  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  progress  you 
have  made.  This  is  a business  proposition,  and 
it  is  up  to  you.  You  may  say  we  have  our  sched- 
ule, and  can  lay  down  now;  but  not  so.  True, 
we  have  a schedule,  and  a good  one,  but  that 

was  only  the  first  one,  and  if  we  are  all  holding 
out,  and  a solid  O.  R.  T.  bunch,  we  stand  a 

good  show  of  getting  another,  and  you  all  know 
what  that  means.  A second  schedule  would  cer- 
tainly be  a better  one  than  the  first,  and  with 
more  privileges,  and  incidentally  your  check  might 
loom  up  a little  larger.  But,  dear  brothers,  do 
not  leave  it  to  the  other  fellow  to  do  it,  for  he 
can’t.  Each  and  every  one  of  you  must  con- 
tribute his  share,  and  help  bear  the  burden. 
Don’t  get  behind  with  any  of  your  work,  and  if 
you  9ee  a brother  falling  behind,  go  to  his  as- 
sistance, and  do  what  you  can  for  him.  Extend- 
ing a helping  hand  to  a brother  who  is  in  dis- 
tress makes  our  Order  what  it  should  be,  and 
puts  it  on  a par  with  all  other  organizations. 
Let  us  all  work  and  act  in  harmony,  and  the 
reward  will  surely  be  ours.  I trust,  in  conclusion, 
that  every  member  of  this  division  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  bring  the  work  and  this  Order 
to  the  front.  Boys, "To  the  Front”  must  be  our 
motto. 

As  we  journey  along  the  pike  let  us  stop  and 
visit  with  our  brothers. 

Bro.  DeLong,  agent,  and  our  L.  C.  Mooney 
put  in  a day  at  l’anola  picking  berries.  They 
picked  about  thirty-five  quarts  at  25  cents  per. 
Gee!  but  that  was  good  picking. 

Bro.  Heimerdingcr,  of  Vulcan,  has  been  called 
to  Chicago;  ‘13”  he  is  slated  for  “MC"  job. 
Glad  to  hear  of  it,  "H.” 


Bro.  Jakeway,  days  at  Hermansville,  and  just 
lately  returned  from  a western  trip,  including 
St.  Louis.  Bro.  Fritz,  nights,  is  having  a snap 
of  late.  No  dried  peas  to  drag  in  and  pile  around 
the  stove  to  keep  from  freezing. 

Bro.  Peets,  agent,  is  wearing  a great  big  smile, 
and  says  the  cigars  are  at  Jensen’s  barber  shop. 
It  is  a 9 24 -pound  boy.  That  makes  the  glad 
smile.  Mother  and  boy  doing  nicely  at  this  writ- 
ing. 

Bro.  Rochow,  days  at  Antoine,  and  Bro.  Clark, 
cwl,  but  now  on  a fifteen-day  lay  off.  We  **13” 
the  chief  told  him  to  sleep  all  the  time  he  was 
off.  Great  man  for  the  hay. 

Bro.  Hartho,  of  Pentoga,  is  contemplating  a 
trip  to  parts  unknown.  Now,  "H,”  make  us 
wise.  Is  “she”  going  along,  and  when  do  we 
get  the  invites?  Those  side  trips  to  “MC”  are 
getting  quite  frequent  of  late. 

Bro.  Plant  has  taken  Saunders,  and  Bro.  Nes- 
telle  doing  the  extra  work. 

“CH”  is  a sly  coon  to  get  married  and  never 
tell  us.  A good  smoke  will  square  that  up, 
brother. 

The  last  meeting  at  Powers  was  well  attended. 
Loca.  chairman,  Bro.  Mooney,  was  present,  and 
gave  the  brothers  some  good  advice  in  regard  to 
giving  the  company  good  service.  A great  many 
of  the  familiar  faces  were  missing.  Boys,  don't 
miss  any  of  these  meetings;  there  is  always  some- 
thing interesting  going  on,  and  you  will  all  enjoy 
them. 

Bro.  Mooney  urges  each  member  to  pay  his 
dues  promptly,  thereby  saving  the  local  chairman 
considerable  extra  work.  Pay  promptly,  brothers, 
and  help  the  L.  C.  as  he  has  enough  to  attend 
to  without  this  extra  work. 

A non  is  getting  to  be  a rare  thing  around  here 
now%  still  there  are  a few.  Keep  after  them, 
boys,  and  they  will  weaken  sooner  or  later. 

Bro.  Tyrrell,  “RN,”  is  kept  quite  busy  these 
days,  equally  dividing  his  time  between  *‘AK” 
and  “RA.”  Better  make  up  your  mind,  Harry, 
which  one  is  to  be  it. 


F.ro.  Huss,  “MI,”  enjoyed  a short  vacation 
the  first  part  of  the  month.  He  was  relieved  by 
Bro.  Grocschel,  a newcomer  from  the  Wisconsin 
Division.  We  understood  “F”  had  serious  inten- 
tions, but  he  returned  alone,  however. 

We  have  not  yet  received  a smoke  account  the 
new  arrival  at  Bro.  Phillips’  recently.  A box  of 
cigars  at  the  next  meeting  will  square  things, 
Fred. 


Brothers,  there  is  only  one  member  among  the 
six  west  of  “OB.”  Can’t  we  get  them  interested 
in  the  good  work?  Let’s  try  to  draw  them  out, 
and  slmw  them  the  right  side.  If  we  could  get 
these  nous  to  attend  our  meetings  I think  we 
could  convince  them  that  they  were  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  fence.  Invite  them  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. j | 

As  this  our  first  attempt  to  interest  the  “PD“ 
boys,  we  will  not  weary  you  with  a long  “speiL” 
Those  wishing  to  help  the  division  correspondent 
will  kindly  send  their  items  to  Bro.  Mooney, 
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*'CN,”  who  in  turn  will  assist  in  getting  them 
together  and  forwarding  them  to  the  journal. 

Scribe. 


Dakota  Division — 

It  seems  as  though  our  meeting  was  not  much 
of  a success  that  was  held  in  Huron  on  August 
18th.  For  some  reason  not  known  to  us,  Bro. 
Paulsen  could  not  be  present.  There  were  quite 
a few  of  the  brothers  who  came  into  the  meet- 
ing and  were  disappointed.  Perhaps  more  could 
have  gone  if  it  was  not  so  near  the  busy  season. 

We  will  have  some  meetings  this  winter,  though, 
that  it  will  be  a pleasure  to  attend. 

The  nons  are  coming  in  slow  but  sure,  and 
it  will  only  be  a short  time  until  we  are  solid 
on  this  division. 

All  the  brothers  join  together  in  thanking 
Mr.  McCarty  and  Mr.  Gahagan  for  the  favors 
shown  those  who  went  to  Huron  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

Bro.  Amundsen,  of  Raymond,  is  again  back 
to  work  at  the  depot.  Bro.  O.  J.  Breen,  who 
was  relieving  him,  went  to  Henry  to  relieve  Mr. 
Glaser.  We  understand  the  Glaser  has  sent  in 
his  application  papers. 

Bro.  N.  D.  Nutter  was  checked  in  as  agent  at 
Castlewood.  Do  not  know  how  long  he  will  stay 
there. 

Bro.  A.  Titus,  at  Brookings  for  a short  while, 
returned  to  Watertown  to  again  take  up  his  duties 
as  day  telegrapher. 

Bro.  F.  D.  Stedman-  worked  nights  at  Brookings 
in  August.  He  relieved  Bro.  Titus. 

Bro.  G.  L.  Olsen,  agent  at  Astoria,  was  at 
Wabasso  for  a few  days.  Was  relieved  by  Bro. 
Thomas  Yates,  who  was  right  at  home,  as  he 
used  to  be  agent  at  Astoria  about  a year  ago, 
and  we  expect  to  see  him  back  again  before  long 
to  take  charge  as  agent. 

Bro.  Yates  went  from  Astoria  to  Harrold  to 
relieve  Bro.  Alger,  who  has  gone  on  a vacation 
of  some  length. 

Bro.  L.  J.  Kendall  returned  from  the  St.  Louis 
fair,  and  reports  a good  time.  Went  to  work  at 
DeSmet  for  a short  time,  and  then  went  to 
Iroquois,  nights. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Zeska  worked  at  DeSmet,  nights,  for 
awhile,  relieving  Bro.  Kendall.  Bro.  Zeska  is  a 
former  Wisconsin  man,  and  came  out  this  way 
looking  for  work  in  the  harvest  fields,  but  we 
put  him  on  the  track  of  Mr.  Gahagan,  and  he  de- 
cided that  he  would  go  to  work  on  the  railroad 
pike. 

Bro.  Ed.  Finnerty  was  at  Lake  Preston  a few 
days  relieving  the  helper,  while  there  was  nothing 
else  doing. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Kelley  went  to  Rochester  on  a busi- 
ness trip  of  about  three  days’  length.  Mr.  Harry 
Jones  relieved  him. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Dawson  took  his  vacation  in  August. 
Visited  Chicago,  Woodstock  and  St.  Louis. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Ericksen  went  to  Bixby,  Minn., 
for  a few  days  to  visit  with  old  friends. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Connery  came  to  Tyler  to  relieve 
Bro.  Tyner,  who  was  to  relieve  Bro.  Dawson  when 


he  went  on  his  vacation,  but  Connery  was  having 
too  nice  a time,  so  had  to  leave  town  suddenly. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Smith,  of  Pierre,  is  away  on  his 
vacation.  Relieved  by  Bro.  J.  J.  Farrell.  Do  not 
know  who  is  working  days  at  Pierre. 

Bro.  A.  Moore  went  to  his  home  near  St.  Louis 
on  his  vacation;  was  relieved  by  Bro.  A.  Titus. 

Bro.  A.  W.  Tyner  relieved  Bros.  Dawson  and 
Ericksen  while  they  were  on  their  vacations,  and 
then  went  on  his  vacation  to  Stillwater  and  the 
Twin  Cities,  taking  in  the  State  fair. 

The  write-up  this  month  is  not  lengthy,  but  we 
have  been  so  busy  that  we  have  not  had  much 
time  to  devote  to  the  journal.  Div.  Cor. 


Eastern  Nebraska  Division — 

Depend  upon  it,  the  best  antiseptic  for  the 
decay  movement  is  an  active  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  that  movement.  While  the  main  bat- 
teries of  our  Order  are  quiet,  the  smaller  ones 
should  maintain  the  advantage  gained  by  keeping 
up  a lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Order. 

No  one  seems  to  care  a great  deal  whether  an 
article  comes  out  in  the  journal  or  not,  hence  if 
nothing  interesting  appears,  please  don't  censure 
those  who  are  trying  to  do  their  part  Now,  if 
half  a dozen  of  you  would  drop  a line  each  montn, 
as  suggested  before,  as  a few  of  you  have  done, 
the  thing  would  be  easy. 

At  this  time  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of 
news  known,  except  a few  minor  grievances, 
which  are  in  the  hands  of,  and  are  being  attended 
to  by  the  chairman.  The  absence  of  bulletins 
since  June  are  quite  pronounced.  Everybody 
seems  to  be  satisfied  with  what  they  got,  and  no 
moving. 

At  this  writing  the  great  packing  strike  is  ap- 
parently no  nearer  a solution  a month  ago.  This 
should  be  viewed  carefully  from  every  point,  as 
it  will  furnish  valuable  instruction  to  every  la- 
borer and  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

I have  had  the  pleasure  recently  of  listening  to 
a noted  Chicago  lecturer,  who  declared  on  the 
platform  that  labor  organizations  would  never 
win  their  battles.  I became  interested  at  once. 
I wanted  to  learn  something  I was  ignorant  of, 
but  in  his  next  breath  he  made  the  startling 
statement,  that  capital  would  never  win  its  battles 
against  labor.  Interesting.  Few  there  are  who 
are  willing  to  face  the  issue  squarely.  This  holds 
good  in  all  things. . All  that  is  required  of  you 
is  to  think  good  common  horse  sense,  and  put 
your  thinks  into  action.  That’s  all. 

Div.  Cor. 


Madison  Division — 

A few  notes  to  let  you  know  we. are  still  here 
and  kicking. 

Bro.  Gross,  at  tower  “EA,”  just  arrived  home 
from  his  honeymoon,  and  with  his  bride,  formerly 
Miss  Kate  Corcoran,  of  Caledonia,  is  again  es- 
tablished at  home,  assisting  in  the  proper  man- 
agement Of  C.  ' N W,  MfRjrs.  Bro.  Gross  was 
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relieved  by  Bro.  Karr,  who  at  the  present  writing 
is  relieving  Bro.  Elkins,  nights,  at  Caledonia, 
while  Bro.  E.  visits  the  fair  and  casts  dreamy 
eyes  at  the  “Rose  of  Old  St.  Louis.” 

Bro.  Livingston,  of  Capron,  took  a flying  trip 
to  Belvidere.  It’s  funny  what  there  is  about  that 
town  of  Belvidere  that  is  so  attractive  to  all  the 
telegraphers  that  ever  get  within  hailing  distance 
of  it. 

Tower  “DO,”  which  was  opened  during  the 
gravel  season,  has  been  closed.  It  was  held  down 
by  Bro.  Hansen. 

Bros.  Tracy  and  Wedlake,  day  and  night  man 
at  Evansville,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  missed  con- 
nections some  way,  and  were  let  out,  their  places 
at  present  being  filled  by  Bros.  Graezel  and 
Roach. 

Afton  and  Beloit  need  looking  after,  as  we  un- 
derstand there  is  some  non-air  material  there 
that  would  make  good  O.  R.  T.  material.  Some 
of  their  neighbors  please  punch  them  up  a bit. 

Bro.  Finsher  worked  one  night  at  Roscoc  ac- 
count of  circus  trains. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Warner  and  family  enjoyed  a short 
visit  to  the  old  home,  being  relieved  by  Bro. 
J.  W.  Hilliker,  who  is  at  present  relieving  the 
night  man  at  Afton. 

Bro.  Karr  was  at  Afton  while  Bro.  Lucky  let 
the  agent  go  to  the  circus. 

For  the  benefit  of  our  good  natured  assistant 
correspondents,  would  say  please  get  your  news 
to  us  by  the  18th  of  the  month  for  publication 
in  the  succeeding  month’s  journal. 

Cert.  376. 


Galena  Division — 

Bro.  Otto  Frieze,  of  Ada  St.,  while  taking  a 
vacation,  has  gone  to  Minneapolis  on  a visit.  Bro. 
Thompson  working  Ada  St.  tower  in  his  place. 

Bro.  Briening  still  holds  on  to  Green  St.  tower. 

Bro.  Dusher  in  G.  Johnston’s  place  at  “H,” 
nights.  Emo  got  Batavia  on  bid,  but  is  off  a 
few  days.  Mr.  Woodward  relieved  him. 

Bro.  E.  J.  Murray  went  to  Bonesteel  and  regis- 
tered. Hope  he  makes  good,  for  he’s  a jolly  good 
fellow  Mr.  Woodward  relieved  him. 

Mr.  Woodward  holds  a C.  T.  U.  A.  card.  Get 
it  changed  to  O.  R.  T.,  old  boy. 

Bro.  Bill  Seaton  still  at  Williams  Bay. 

West  Chicago  solid  O.  R.  T.  and  all  good  work- 
ers. Mr.  Butterfield,  at  “HD,”  days.  Bro.  Dun- 
bar, nights.  Bro.  Fairchild,  of  “MY,”  was  out  to 
the  July  meeting.  Glad  to  sec  him  in  again.  Bro. 
Rigby,  at  Dunbee,  reports  everything  in  good 
shape  on  Fox  River  branch.  Few  old-timers  there 
who  are  content  to  take  what  they  can  without 
helping  out.  What's  the  matter,  boys?  Come 
in;  you  are  all  welcome. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Gambell,  of  the  dispatcher’s  office, 
and  Bro.  Seaton,  of  Nelson,  made  a trip  to  Rose- 
bud, nights.  He  is  relieved  at  Nichols  by  C.  A. 
Nebraska  to  spend  a vacation. 


C.,  St  P.,  M.  & O.  Ry. 

M.  & I.  Division — 

Bro.  Galvin,  of  Western  Ave.,  had  another  va- 
cation last  month,  relieved  by  E.  A.  Strande,  who 
is  by  this  time  a brother. 

D.  J.  Vincent  relieved  Bro.  Kentzel  at  Cliff, 
nights.  He  has  promised  to  come  in,  and  we  hope 
he  will  live  up  to  that  promise. 

Bro.  L.  P.  Minor,  of  Nicols,  nights,  is  now  at 
Adrian,  nights.  He  is  relieved  at  Nicols  by  C.  A. 
Livingston,  formerly  of  Bell  Plaine.  Get  after 
him,  Frank. 

Bro.  W.  B.  Sizemore,  of  Cliff,  days,  enjoyed 
a visit  with  his  parents  at  Cartersville*  111. 

Bro.  Glick  has  settled  down  at  Cliff,  nights, 
where  he  will  locate  a nest  on  the  south  side  of 
the  cliff  for  his  family. 

Bro.  F.  Lapachek,  Nicols,  days,  is  becoming 
the  county  photographer,  and  is  kept  busy  taking 
pictures  and  filling  orders.  They  say  he  excels 
in  baby  pictures. 

Bro.  H.  F.  liood  is  night  man  at  Savage. 

Bro.  Dempsey,  agent  at  Savage,  is  trying  to 
have  Dan  Patch  sent  home  every  week,  and  then 
billed  out  by  express  the  next  day.  Dan  is  a good 
friend  of  the  Savage  agent. 

Bro.  Andy  Keherer,  of  Mankota,  enjoyed  the 
largest  part  of  last  month  visiting  friends  and 
relatives. 

H.  Bobb,  of  Shakopee,  enjoyed  a month’s  vaca- 
tion. Went  home  to  see  if  ma  could  make  as 
good  pies  as  ever.  He  was  relieved  by  J.  R. 
Witt. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Ritchel  is  back  at  his  old  stand, 
nights,  at  Merriam. 

Bro.  Sisterman,  of  Belle  Plaine,  made  a three 
weeks’  trip  to  Chicago,  and  the  big  fair.  It  is 
reported  that  Bro.  Sisterman  fell  in  love  with  one 
of  the  dog  eaters,  or  the  artists  from  the  Philip- 
pines who  wear  the  "four-in-hand”  pants.  He 
was  relieved  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Seiberlich,  who  was 
relieved  by  R.  /%.  Slaker. 

F.  S.  Slaker,  who  has  been  doing  the  relief 
dispatching  at  St.  James  while  the  train  delayers 
were  enjoying  their  vacations,  each  by  each,  is 
now  enjoying  his  vacation  up  north  among  the 
finny  tribe.  Fred,  “made  good”  while  at  St. 
James,  and  the  boys  on  the  west  end  think  more 
of  him  than  ever.  He  is  expected  to  return  to 
Worthington  at  the  expiration  of  his  vacation. 

It  seems  as  if  everybody  on  the  division  has 
had  their  vacation  except  yours  truly,  but  if  we 
have  omitted  any  of  them  just  drop  us  a line, 
and  we  will  announce  the  fact  to  the  brothers 
who  read  any  news  from  the  M.  & I.  with  in- 
terest. 

From  all  reports  the  grain  crop  in  South- 
west Minnesota  is  going  to  be  a good  one. 
with  but  few  exceptions,  where  the  wheat 

has  been  blighted  by  a black  rust.  Threshing 
is  getting  started,  and  new  grain  coming  in  ao 
that  business  will  soon  be  on  the  gain  now.  That 
is  what  we  all  want.  I would  like  to  see  the 
earning  statement  show  a very  large  increase  over 
last  year.  We  can’t  expect  that  $75  minimum 
with  such  crops  as  we  had  last  year. 
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It  is  now  Papa  Shier,  at  Bingham  Lake.  Chas. 
is  smiling  over  the  arrival  of  a fine  girl  at  his 
home,  August  15th. 

Rro.  Shier  had  a few  days  off  last  month  to 
welcome  his  new  boarder.  He  was  relieved  by 
Bro.  Winkler,  who  couldn’t  see  after  sun  up. 
Bro.  Winkler  was  relieved,  nights,  by  Mr.  Berg. 

Mr.  Berg  went  from  Bingham  Lake  to  St  Peter 
to  work  nights  awhile. 

Bro.  Cook,  at  Mountain  Lake,  enjoyed  a vaca- 
tion last  month.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Tenny, 
who  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Baumhofer,  from  Belle 
Plaine.  On  Bro.  Cook’s  return,  Bro.  Tenny  took 
his  vacation  to  run  up  to  Devil’s  Lake  to  try 
his  luck  on  the  land  lottery  at  that  point.  He 
was  relieved  by  Bro.  Radke,  late  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Division.  Bro.  Baumhofer  returned  to  Belle 
Plaine. 

Agent  McBride,  of  Pipestone,  had  a vacation 
of  a couple  of  weeks,  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Reed, 
of  Rock  Rapids,  who  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Ret- 
schel,  of  Merriam. 

There  are  several  of  the  boys  on  the  branches 
still  out  in  the  cold  who  give  as  their  reason  that 
they  can’t  afford  it.  With  most  of  them  bene- 
fited by  the  schedule,  it  seems  as  if  that  excuse 
ought  to  wear  out  after  awhile. 

Bro.  Ehrisman,  of  Rushmore,  is  also  on  his 
vacation,  relieved  by  Mr.  Moe,  who  was  relieving 
at  Grogan.  Better  get  on  the  band  wagon,  Mr. 
Moe. 

If  any  of  the  brothers  are  figuring  on  taking 
m any  more  land  lotteries  they  will  do  well  to 
write  or  consult  Bro.  Hodge  on  “How  to  get  a 
lunch  on  a $20  bill.’’  He  has  become  a noted 
expert  and  acknowledged  authority  on  the  above 
topic,  and  is  now  busy  writing  the  first  series 
of  a $>ook  entitled,  “Doing  Yankton,  1904,”  or 
“Keep  the  change,  Mollie,  keep  the  change.’’  For 
full  particulars  write  Bro.  Hodge,  at  Minneopa. 
The  above  literary  effort  will  be  fully  illustrated 
by  Artist  Christianson,  and  will  make  a fine  Xmas 
present.  The  cover  will  have  a design  of  the 
famous  Minneopa  Falls  peanut  stand. 

Bro.  Warner,  agent  at  Bingham  Lake,  is  also 
smiling  over  the  arrival  of  a fine  girl  at  his  home, 
about  August  i8tn.  What’s  the  matter  with  Bing- 
ham Lake? 

Bro.  “Dad”  Beyer,  of  Lime  Creek,  took  a trip 
to  Illinois  last  month,  relieved  by  Opr.  Pilman. 

Div.  Coa. 


Nebraska  Division — 

An  informal  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
division  was  held  at  Emerson,  Neb.,  July  24,  1904. 
Meeting  called  to  order  in  the  ladies  waiting 
room  of  the  station  by  Committee  Chairman  D.  C. 
Learner,  of  Wakefield. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  brother 
from  Coburn  be  appointed  division  correspondent, 
and  Bro.  F.  E.  Rinquist  as  assistant  correspond- 
ent. Both  motions  carried.  No  order  of  busi- 
ness being  at  hand,  the  discussion  became  general. 

The  following  questions  were  taken  up  and  dis- 
cussed at  length,  viz.,  the  blocking  of  trains 
where  it  affects  the  overtime  after  receiving 


“goodnight”  from  the  dispatcher.  The  carrying 
of  U.  S.  mail  Dy  railway  employes.  The  question 
of  solid  organization  and  methods  of  procuring 
same.  Committee  work  before  the  general  officers 
of  the  railway  company.  The  comparison  of  the 
pay  of  those  engaged  in  the  train  service  and 
those  engaged  in  the  telegraph  and  station  serv- 
ice, and  the  ways  an-  means  of  inducing  members 
of  our  Order  to  keep  their  dues  paid  up  promptly. 

There  being  no  further  business,  meeting  ad- 
journed. 


Fraternal  Notes — 

Bro.  Carney,  North  Yard,  on  vacation  for  few 
weeks,  relieved  by  Bro.  Shellington,  nights,  who 
in  turn  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Hopkins,  from  Union 
Pacific,  recently  from  C.  M.  ae  St  P. 

Bro.  Rinquist  was  in  charge  of  Oakland  sta- 
tion during  absence  of  Bro.  Stull,  who  was  taking 
in  the  sights  and  the  pike  at  the  big  fair.  Bro. 
Campion  filled  bro.  Rinquist’s  place  at  the  key, 
but  has  now  gone  to  the  C.  & N.  W.  Sorry  to 
lose  a good  all  around  man  like  him. 

Bro.  Taylor,  from  the  Milwaukee,  but  recently 
at  Lyons,  has  assumed  night  job  at  Emerson, 
Mr.  E.  W.  Johnson  going  to  Lyons.  Two  of  a 
kind  here  now;  hope  to  land  them  both  in  the 
ranks  ere  long. 

Mr.  O.  F.  Bubb,  of  Ponca,  has  been  relieving 
Bro.  Wright,  at  Bancroft,  a few  days  while  the 
latter  was  up  at  “RT”  among  the  Indians,  taking 
care  of  the  station  and  drinking  lemon  extract 
and  Peruna  with  the  squaws. 

Bro.  W’assum  was  at  Wausa  recently,  relieving 
Mr.  P.  N.  Peterson  for  a few  days. 

There  are  a few  applications  in  sight  now,  and 
prospects  are  good  for  some  new  members  in  the 
near  future. 

Bro.  Hopkins  relieved  Bro.  Moran  for  a couple 
of  days  while  the  latter  was  up  at  Chamberlain 
to  register  for  a patch  of  land  he  has  no  prospect 
of  getting. 

Messrs.  E.  W.  Johnson,  H.  H.  Hamblin,  T. 
Von  Druska  and  O.  F.  Bubb,  are  four  enthusi- 
astics  on  O.  R.  T.  who  will  fall  into  line  soon, 
as  they  have  served  the  required  time. 

We  note  with*  much  sorrow  the  death  of  a 
prominent  brother  in  Omaha,  M.  D.  Rees,  who 
was  working  for  the  Missouri  Pacific  at  Sprague 
street.  He  was  shot  by  a drunken  loafer  while 
trying  to  prevent  his  faithful  dog  from  injuring 
the  fellow.  Bro.  Rees  has  been  a member  of 
Missouri  Pacific  System  Division  31  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
his  bereaved  family.  Div.  Cor. 


C.,  M.  & St.  P.  Ry. 

Chicago  & Council  Bluffs  Division — 

Everything  on  this  division  seems  to  be  moving 
along  nicely,  business  has  picked  up  again,  and 
about  a dozen  night  offices  that  were  closed  for 
about  ten  days  have  been  reopened  with  a couple 
of  new  ones  added.  We  still  have  a few  nons 
left,  but  most  of  them  are  too  young  to  be  eligible, 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ LC 


1204 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


and  will  be  with  us  just  as  soon  as  they  have  the 
necessary  experience.  Of  course,  we  still  have  a 
very  few  old  fossils  who  won’t  come  in,  and  think 
they  are  stockholders.  The  only  dividends  I ever 
heard  of  them  getting  was  what  our  schedule 
gives  them.  We  will  give  them  just  one  more 
show  for  their  alley,  and  if  they  don’t  get  in 
line  will  have  to  see  how  their  names  look  in 
The  Telegrapher. 

There  has  been  a great  many  changes  among 
the  night  men  on  the  division  the  past  couple 
of  months,  and  as  this  is  a big  division  (615 
miles,  350  of  it  main  line,  and  almost  every  main 
line  office  a night  office),  and  it  is  quite  a task 
for  your  local  chairman  to  keep  in  touch  with 
all  the  men  when  they  are  changing  around  so 
lively.  Boys,  can’t  you  spare  just  a minute  of 
your  time  and  notify  the  L.  C.  when  you  move? 
This  is  necessary  so  he  may  be  able  to  get  the 
best  results,  and  will  be  no  hardship  on  you. 

Superintendent  Foster,  Trainmasters  Oxley  and 
Gillick,  and  Chief  Dispatchers  Whipple  and  Con- 
nor went  over  the  division  with  a special  a short 
time  ago,  instructing  the  men  on  some  new  block 
rules.  Boys,  don’t  forget  that  the  company  pays 
you  for  doing  their  work  as  they  want  it,  and 
let  every  man  help  to  enforce  the  new  rules,  even 
if  it  does  cut  out  some  of  your  hay.  You  all 
want  a first-class  schedule,  so  try  and  make  your 
services  the  same  brand,  and  put  your  General 
Committee  to  work  for  you  conscientiously.  Good 
service  is  sure  to  win  your  laurels,  and  the 
“dough,”  too. 

The  night  men  from  the  Middle  Division,  and 
the  night  men  from  the  Western  Division,  met  on 
the  diamond  at  Perry  on  August  2d  to  decide  the 
base  ball  championship  of  the  C.  & C.  B.  Ia.  Di- 
vision. The  proceeds  of  the  game  was  donated  to 
the  public  library  at  Perry.  Some  of  the  boys 
put  up  a very  good  article  of  ba..,  and  it  would 
have  been  a very  nice  game  had  not  the  Middle 
Division  made  some  very  bad  plays  in  the  first 
and  eighth  innings.  Train  Dispatcher  O’Connor 
did  the  umpiring,  and  there  was  no  kicks  regis- 
tered by  either  side.  The  boys  had  to  be  good, 
or  O’C.  might  have  handed  them  a bunch.  Local 
Chairman  Soyster  was  official  scorekeeper.  Fol- 
lowing is  the  score  by  innings: 

Middle  Division..  3 0000000  o — 3 

West.  Division... 8 1 o 1 2 1 o 4 x — 17 

Batteries — Peterman,  Hanssen  and  Flynn  for 
Middle  Division;  Gebhart  and  Lewis  for  Western 
Division.  Dead — o.  Wounded — o.  Time  of 

game,  1 hour  30  minutes. 

After  the  game,  and  before  departing  for  their 
respective  stations,  several  of  the  Middle  Division 
boys  felt  that  they  should  show  their  appreciation 
of  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  them  by  their 
chief  dispatcher,  by  presenting  him  with  a suita- 
ble gift.  After  some  discussion  it  was  decided 
that  a statue  of  Pope  Leo  XIII  would  be  a very 
desirable  token.  Bro.  Toner,  of  Elberon  tower, 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  presentation  com- 
mittee, and  after  a few  preliminary  remarks  by 
him,  the  statue  was  tendered  to  Mr.  O’Connor, 


who  with  well  chosen  words  expressed  himself 
as  being  much  pleased  and  requested  the  boys 
to  do  right,  and  he  in  turn  would  always  be 
found  doing  the  right  thing  with  them. 

The  following  meetings  have  been  called  for  this 
division,  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  many  of  the 
boys  as  can  possibly  attend  will  be  on  deck.  Let 
every  one  make  an  effort  to  get  there  even  if  it 
docs  cost  you  a little  sleep  or  extra  work.  If 
you  expect  results  you  have  got  to  wake  up  and 
help  push  the  good  work  along.  Paste  the  dates 
in  your  hat,  or  some  place  where  you  will  have 
them  as  a reminder.  The  old  gag  that  you  forgot 
the  date,  or  some  business  showed  up  unexpectedly 
that  kept  you  away  is  getting  about  as  stale  as 
“I  was  out  for  a bucket  of  coal.” 

Perry,  Monday,  September  26,  1904,  at  1 p.  m. 

Marion,  Wednesday,  October  19,  1904,  at  7:30 
p.  m. 

Coon  Rapids,  Sunday,  November  20,  1904,  at  1 
p.  m. 

Savanna,  Monday,  December  19,  1904,  at  9:30 
a.  m. 

Madrid,  Monday,  January  23,  1905,  at  7 p.  m. 

It  is  expected  to  make  the  meeting  at  Savanna 
joint  with  the  C.  & C.  B.  111.  Div.,  R.  & S.  W. 
Division  and  Dubuque  Division.  The  meeting  at 
Marion  will  be  arranged  as  joint  with  the  Kansas 
City  Division.  Effort  will  also  be  made  to  have 
some  of  the  officers  from  the  grand  division  and 
our  general  chairman  present  at  some  of  these 
meetings. 

I’ll  cut  out  for  this  time,  and  if  this  gets  by 
the  censor  will  try  it  again.  L.  C. 


I.  & D.  Division — 

It  has  been  some  time  since  this  division  had 
a write-up  in  The  Telegrapher,  and  will  try  and 
say  a few  things  to  let  you  know  that  we  are 
still  on  earth.  The  boys  have  been  attending 
strictly  to  business  the  past  few  months,  and 
from  the  outlook  we  will  have  a good  business 
this  coming  fall. 

Understand  a few  were  a little  lame  in  regard 
to  paying  the  assessment  levied  last  spring,  also 
few  have  forgotten  the  date  when  the  semi-annual 
dues  come  due.  But  brace  up,  boys,  a new  card 
is  what  you  want,  what  you  must  have,  and  we 
need  all  of  you. 

Remember  it  has  been  but  about  eighteen  months 
since  you  all  received  a nice  increase,  enough 
I dare  say  to  more  than  repay  you  three  times 
over  for  all  the  Order  has  cost  you.  Only  about 
six  months  more  until  your  committee  will  again 
convene  for  our  benefit,  and  we  want  you  all  with 
us  when  we  do.  We  must  all  work  together, 
help  one  another,  and  if  one  falls  from  our  ranks 
try  and  get  him  back.  Keep  your  local  chairman 
posted  on  all  conditions  covering  the  division,  etc. 
It  is  a very  hard  matter  for  your  chairman  to 
keep  track  of  all  of  you,  and  any  help  you  can 
lend  him  will  be  duly  appreciated. 

Local  Chairman. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heavenly  Father, 
in  His  infinite  wisdom,  to  call  from  our  midst 
our  brother,  Frank  F.  Fisher,  and,  while  we 
humbly  submit  to  His  will,  knowing  and  believ- 
ing that  He  doeth  all  things  well,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  exceedingly  regret  the  sad 
and  untimely  death  of  our  beloved  brother,  who 
was  a faithful  and  active  member  of  our  Order; 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Division  No.  23,  of  the  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers  extend  to  the  bereaved 
family  of  our  late  brother  our  deepest  sympathy, 
and  that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented 
to  the  family,  and  also  placed  on  the  minutes 
of  our  record  book,  and  a copy  sent  to  our  official 
journal  for  publication. 

M.  M.  Corson, 

C.  H.  Schultz, 

S.  A.  Walter. 

Committee. 


H.  & D District — 

Not  being  much  of  a scribe,  but  wishing  to 
revive  a little  enthusiasm  with  a write-up  before 
our  fists  give  out  handling  the  bumper  crop  from 
the  golden  grain  belt,  also  the  bulls  from  the 
Missouri  Valley.  We  have,  I am  pleased  to  say, 
a solid  delegation  of  O.  R.  T.  men,  with  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel.  The  dispatchers  in  turn 
are  taking  their  annual  two  weeks*  vacation,  T. 
J.  Hanson  doing  relief  work. 

At  present  C.  J.  Weaver  is  taking  a tour 
through  the  Western  country. 

Opr.  Hinkleman  has  resumed  work,  nights,  at 
Appleton,  after  a thirty  days’  rest  among  friends 
in  Winona. 

Buechler,  who  has  been  ailing  for  some  time, 
is  now  in  pink  of  condition. 

Gustofson  is  back  with  us  again  at  Milbank 
for  a couple  of  weeks. 

Molandcr  is  taking  in  the  sights  in  the  East. 

New  office  opened  at  Marvin  account  steam 
shovels.  Schenk  holds  forth  here. 

G.  W.  McLaughlin  has  been  appointed  cashier 
at  Fargo.  Hopkins  resigned;  “13”  it’s  a busy 
place. 

Among  the  boys  who  took  in  the  fair  at  St. 
Louis  are:  J.  E.  Andres  and  family,  Alex.  Mal- 

lum  and  R.  C.  Donehower.  More  going  later. 
Understand  it’s  worth  the  while. 

We  are  sorry  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Snyder, 
who  has  long  and  faithfully  been  employed  as 
agent  at  Glencoe. 

Boys,  don’t  grow  weary.  Keep  your  dues  paid 
up,  and  gather  the  nons  in  as  fast  as  they  show 
up.  While  there  is  a decided  change  for  the 
better  since  the  birth  of  our  schedule,  there  is 
room  for  improvements,  and  all  that  is  necessary 
is  to  work  and  work  together.  We  don’t  appre- 
ciate the  benefits  of  the  Order  at  home.  It’s  a 
good  friend  to  a stranger  in  a strange  land.  Get 
into  line  and  help  us. 

Div.  Cor. 


Northern  Pacific. 

Yellowstone  Division — 

I would  like  to  say  a few  words  to  brothers  of 
this  division  through  The  Telegrapher,  regarding 
each  office  making  report  to  the  local  chairman 
at  least  once  a month  regarding  their  whereabouts. 
It  would  make  our  work  easier  where  so  many 
changes  are  made.  Will  you  not  do  so?  If  those 
in  good  standing  made  their  report,  it  would  make 
it  easier  to  get  after  other  offices  who  had  not 
sent  in  their  notices.  You  are  aware  we  all  have 
plenty  to  do,  and  time  wasted  writing  each  mem- 
ber is  taking  a whole  lot  of  time  that  could  be 
employed  to  better  advantage.  If  this  was  once 
started  here  it  would  tend  to  make  a better  show- 
ing of  membership.  Suppose  we  try  it  upon 
receipt  of  The  Telegrapher  which  has  this  arti- 
cle therein? 

Except  in  some  of  the  larger  cities,  there  seems 
to  be  a scarcity  of  men.  The  one  great  kick  from 
dispatchers  seems  to  be  that  there  are  so  many 
poor  telegraphers,  account  of  not  getting  good 
help  at  any  price,  that  they  are  having  hard  work 
to  get  along. 

One  reason  for  the  scarcity  has  been  the  low 
wages  and  hard  work  that  has  caused  the  best 
men  to  seek  other  pursuits  for  which  their  train- 
ing has  qualified  them  to  fill  with  but  very  little 
effort.  I believe  that  the  few  changes  we  really 
desire  in  our  present  schedules  are  very  little  to 
ask  for,  and  which,  if  granted  in  entity,  would 
hardly  place  us,  comparatively  speaking,  in  as 
good  positions  financially  as  others  who,  on  ac- 
count of  “sand,”  have  broken  away  from  their 
railway  moorings,  and  gone  into  other  work, 
lake  your  own  towns,  for  instance,  on  this  di- 
vision; see  how  many  second  rate  clerks  are  get- 
ting better  pay  than  you  are,  on  fewer  hours,  and 
no  Sunday  work.  A man  can  live  on  $35  per 
month  and  support  a family  in  many  instances, 
but  wherever  you  see  this  class  of  labor,  with  no 
exception,  look  for  evidences  of  this  standard 
rate  of  pay  in  the  misery  and  prostitution  of  the 
classes  who  must  necessarily  receive  less. 

Some  seem  to  think  a $75  minimum  good.  As 
far  as  it  goes,  boys,  it  is,  but  this  country  is 
plenty  able  to  stand  more,  and  the  business  even 
now  as  dull  as  it  is  warrants  it.  The  payment  of 
$75  per  month  would  only  spoil  the  comparative 
statement  of  “expense  for  same  month  last  year.” 
This  is  all,  not  that  any  road  is  unable  to  pay. 
The  tendency  of  every  corporation  is,  and  has 
been,  to  cut  down  operating  expenses,  partially 
at  expense  of  labor.  It  would  have  paid  vastly 
better  to  have  created  a still  greater  efficiency  of 
their  machines  and  mechanical  departments  by 
use  of  a little  more  money.  Overwork  there  par- 
tially defeats  their  plans,  and  it  seems  the  re- 
trieving comes  out  of  the  wages.  Now,  boys,  if 
you  want  to  assist,  not  only  on  this  division,  but 
all  over  the  country,  make  the  stand  for  wage 
and  time  schedules,  and  the  machinery  department 
will  do  the  rest  on  more  help.  On  account  of 
few  offices  on  many  roads,  the  expense  of  “lay 
outs”  is  greater  than  it  would  be  to  open  all 
offices  ^ needed,.  and  pay  a decent  salary  for  their 
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maintenance.  When  you  make  a stand  for  better 
hours  and  pay,  and  then  make  it  “stick,”  you 
have  gone  a long  ways  to  better  your  position,  and 
incidentally  to  help  the  railway  save  money  by 
greater  efficiency. 

Now  would  be  a good  time  to  get  your  petition 
ready  for  your  member  of  assembly  to  do  a little 
work,  legislating  for  a bill  compelling  all  teleg- 
raphers to  pass  a State  examination  for  telegraphy, 
in  connection  with  age  requirements. 

If  you  will  each  give  me  your  addresses  I will 
see  that  all  are  advised  monthly  of  changes  instead 
of  writing  this  up  in  The  Telegrapher.  Please 
do  the  favor  of  sending  me  monthly  address. 

Cert.  42. 


Relay  Department  “ NP  ” St.  Paul — 

Bro.  Cherrington  on  a short  leave  of  absence, 
relieved  by  Bro.  Arpe,  formerly  of  the  O.  S.  L. 

Bro.  Dodds,  our  genial  auburn-haired  boy,  spent 
a few  days  with  old  friends  in  the  country.  They 
say  he  has  a new  picture  on  the  wall  now. 

Bro.  Browning  has  been  on  the  sick  list  for  a 
few  days.  Went  down  to  the  country.  It  is  re- 
ported that  he  overworked  himself  carrying  around 
a new  rain  coat. 

Mr.  Sainsbury  still  in  the  office,  account  of 
heavy  business. 

Bro.  Neal  enjoyed  a few  days'  rest  with  old 
friends. 

Bro.  Bates  expects  to  go  to  New  York  the  latter 
part  of  this  month.  Lucky  dog. 

Bro.  Monahan  transferred  to  Livingston. 

“FO,”  Fargo,  Bro.  Boyd  transferred  to  "HN,” 
Helena.  Can’t  say  who  relieves  him. 

“DX,”  Dickenson,  Bro.  Parish  returned  to  work 
after  an  extended  trip  through  the  East. 

“HN,”  Helena,  Bro.  P.  J.  Morency,  one  of 
our  old  standbys,  gone,  we  understand,  to  the 
Santa  Fe.  Sorry  to  lose  the  old  friends,  but  wish 
him  success. 

Bro.  Boyd,  recently  transferred  from  Fargo, 
sick  in  Missoula  Hospital,  relieved  by  Bro.  Will- 
iams from  Spokane.  The  Western  atmosphere 
seems  to  disagree  with  our  light-haired  brother. 
Hope  he  will  soon  be  able  to  sign  again. 

Bro.-  French  back  from  a World’s  Fair  trip, 
reports  St.  Louis  too  warm  for  him. 

Fall  increase  in  business  has  increased  the 
force  one  man;  unable  to  learn  his  name  or  stand- 
ing. 

Bro.  Von  Lanken  off  a few  days  sick,  but  again 
able  to  hurry  the  business. 

“SF,”  Spokane,  Bro.  Adderly  and  Bro.  Adams 
back  from  their  summer  vacation.  Both  report  a 
good  time.  Their  relief,  Bro.  Williams,  trans- 
ferred to  Helena. 

“BY,”  Tacoma,  understand  Sister  Robinson  and 
Bro.  Harry  Briggs  have  taken  their  summer  vaca- 
tions, and  are  again  at  work.  The  relief  work 
is  being  done  by  Mr.  Hall,  an  old-time  N.  P.  man. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  all  the  changes  in  the 
relay  department,  unless  the  boys  in  each  office 
will  send  me  notes. 

I want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  the  interest  you 
frave  shown,  and  the  assistance  you  have  afforded 


me  in  the  past,  especially  the  boys  in  St.  PauL 
It  is  impossible  for  a local  chairman  to  do  justice 
to  himself  in  the  position  unless  each  and  every 
member  does  his  part,  and  I wish  you  all  to  un- 
derstand this.  If  anything  shows  up  in  your  daily 
work  that  you  do  not  think  is  right,  I will  be 
pleased  to  afford  you  my  assistance.  In  return 
I expect  the  co-operation  of  the  membership  as  a 
whole.  It  is  for  your  benefit  that  I ask  this. 

Our  Fraternal  Department  in  The  Telegrapher 
is  conducted  for  your  personal  enjoyment,  and 
while  they  do  not  publish  line-ups,  they  are  glad 
to  have  changes,  personal  notes,  etc.,  that  interest 
you  all,  and  I will  be  pleased  to  see  that  they  are 
published  each  month  if  you  will  get  them  to  me. 
Get  in  the  game,  boys,  and  let  us  fill  up  the  page 
next  month.  E.  W.  Newman. 


Southern  Pacific. 

Tucson  Division — 


We  are  all  in  the  midst  of  a local  election.  The 
resignation  of  Bro.  Thompson  leaves  a vacancy 
which  will  be  filled  by  another  special  election. 

Upon  the  advice  of  Arizona  and  San  Francisco 
physicians,  Bro.  Thompson  was  forced  to  leave 
Arizona  and  seek  a lower  altitude  on  the  coast. 
At  present  we  find  him  agent  at  Naples,  CaL, 
which  is  only  fourteen  miles  west  of  Santa  Bar- 
bara, and  enjoys  the  same  delightful  climate.  He 
exchanged  positions  and  seniority  with  Bro.  J.  H. 
King.  Bro.  Thompson  assures  the  members  of 
Tucson  Division  that  he  regrets  exceedingly  this 
move,  and  that  he  will  always  cherish  a warm 
place  in  his  heart  for  those  who  repeatedly  showed 
their  confidence  in  him.  Should  he  ever  serve  on 
another  general  committee,  the  interests  and  needs 
of  Tucson  Division  will  find  in  him  a warm  sup- 
porter. He  adds  that  he  is  taking  an  ocean  bath 
daily  and  hasn’t  much  to  do  but  ship  a few  crabs 
to  San  Francisco  now  and  then. 

Sister  Langhcrne,  of  Rillito,  is  seeking  a 
change  of  scene  in  California.  She  writes  that 
California  weather  just  now  is  decidedly  damp  and 
she  may  return  before  she  had  expected  to.  The 
telegraphers,  section  foreman  and  pumper  have 
addressed  a joint  petition  to  her  asking  that  she 
please  stay  away  until  the  watermelons  in  the 
garden  ripen. 

Telegraphers  are  scarce  just  now.  Many  of  our 
members  are  not  getting  relief  when  asked  for 
on  this  account. 

Two  new  aspirants  for  dispatchers  honors  are 
heard  in  Tucson  office.  Bro.  Milledge  does  his 
best  to  avoid  delays  on  the  west  end  from  mid- 
night until  eight  a.  m.  The  graveyard  trick  on  the 
stormy  is  handled  by  Bro.  Quickie.  May  they 
have  the  best  of  success. 

Bro.  Dick  is  away  on  leave  of  absence  for 
thirty  days.  Los  Angeles  and  the  adjacent  beaches 
seem  to  have  an  attraction  that  is  hard  to  resist. 

Bro.  Inman  also  thought  there  was  no  use  in 
working  through  the  hot  weather.  At  last  ac- 
counts he  was  “Piking”  it  in  St.  Louis. 

Another  telegrapher  has  been  put  on  at  Yuma, 
working  a split  trick,  also  affording  some  relief 
to  the  boys  in  “BY”  office. 
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Bro.  Broderick,  at  Red  Rock,  has  a helper  now. 
All  kinds  of  business  there  now  on  account  of  the 
new  road  building  from  there  to  Silver  Bell  mine. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  add,  that  if 
these  notes  seem  partial  to  the  west  end,  you  fel- 
lows on  the  east  end  should  send  me  happenings 
and  changes  if  you  wish  them  to  appear.  This 
is  the  only  way  I can  hear  of  them. 

J.  C.  Long,  Local  Sec'y. 


San  Joaquin  Division — 

The  San  Joaquin  Division  was  never  in  a more 
prosperous  condition  than  at  the  present  time.  The 
latest  seniority  list,  dated  June  8,  1904,  shows  186 
telegraphers  in  actual  service  with  only  16  non- 
members, and  three  or  four  of  those  have  ap- 
plied for  membership  since  that  date.  So  prac- 
tically speaking  there  are  12  nons  out  of  the  186, 
or  98  per  cent  members,  which  I think  is  a pretty 
good  showing. 

Some  may  think  it  strange  that  we  do  not  hold 
frequent  fraternal  meetings.  This  I find  is  very 
hard  to  do,  except  in  large  places — as  it  would  be 
ahnost  impossible  to  get  enough  of  the  teleg- 
raphers together  to  accomplish  anything;  and  to 
call  meetings  at  small  towns  would  necessitate  an 
extra  man  to  relieve  the  regular  telegrapher  at  al- 
most every  station,  which  would  not  only  incur 
an  expense  but  a great  inconvenience  to  the  com- 
pany as  well. 

Quite  a number  of  changes  have  taken  place 
on  this  end  of  the  division  of  late.  Bro.  Bond, 
who  has  served  as  local  secretary  and  agent  at 
Monlatro  for  many  years,  has  transferred  to  Bur- 
bank. Bro.  M.  C.  Porter,  for  a number  of  years 
agent  at  Pion,  has  been  placed  at  Monlatro.  Bro. 
C.  L.  Bancroft,  an  old  timer  with  the  S.  P.,  for- 
merly at  Huron,  now  located  at  the  new  station 
called  Moor  Park,  on  the  Oxnard  and  Santa 
Tusana  line.  Bro.  Bancroft  has  served  one  or  two 
terms  as  local  chairman  and  has  held  other  promi- 
nent offices  with  Division  53.  Bro.  S.  St.  John 
has  been  placed  at  Peru  temporarily.  Bro.  C.  N. 
Crane,  formerly  assistant  at  Oxnard,  has  the  as- 
sistant agency  at  Ventura.  Bro.  KeeUer,  for 
many  years  agent  at  Lancaster,  now  holds  Nord- 
hoff  station,  and  has  recently  united  with  us — 
though  for  several  years  was  a non.  Bro.  D.  C. 
Rexroat,  for  many  years  agent  at  Tipton,  now  has 
the  agency  at  Fillmore,  and  likes  the  change  very 
much. 

Bro.  P.  B.  Bell  our  committeeman,  who  has 
been  telegrapher  at  Bakersfield  Yard  office,  is  now 
third  trick  dispatcher  on  the  north  end,  Bakers- 
field to  Mendota. 

Bro.  H.  C.  Williams,  of  Tehachape,  has  taken 
a sixty-days  lay-off  and  is  being  relieved  by  the 
former  agent,  Bro.  Barnard  who,  for  the  past  few 
months  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. 

Bro.  Kay  is  doing  the  owl  act  at  the  present 
time  at  Monltaro. 

Brothers,  please  bear  in  mind  that  your  dues 
for  the  current  term  must  be  paid  up  by  August 
31st,  or  you  will  be  dropped  and  will  not  receive 


the  journal,  nor  will  you  be  entitled  to  benefits. 
Please  pay  up. 

G.  E.  Kilson,  Local  Chairman. 


Salt  Lake  Division — 

There  are  some  members  that  have  not  yet 
transferred  their  membership  to  this  Division. 
Send  your  card  to  Bro.  J.  C.  Cooney,  Local  Chair- 
man at  Winnemucca,  Nevada,  who  will  fix  you 
out.  It  costs  you  nothing  to  transfer,  and  there 
is  every  reason  why  it  should  be  done  at  once, 
as  there  is  very  important  business  going  on. 

Some  of  the  boys  are  neglecting  to  ask  for 
their  meal  hour.  These  concessions  cost  us  too 
much  good  money  to  be  neglected  in  this  manner. 

Both  our  officers  and  the  company  have  forbid 
telegraphers  to  send  in  conductors’  signatures  to 
“31”  orders  before  signed  by  conductors,  or  to 
sign  for  the  conductors.  The  company  have  also 
discharged  telegraphers  for  doing  this,  yet  some 
of  the  men  continue  this  practice. 

I am  thinking  that  it  would  be  quite  a treat  for 
some  of  us  that  almost  forget  what  the  inside  of  a 
lodge-room  is  like,  if  we  could  attend  a meeting 
and  get  a few  injections  of  that  good  old  fraternal 
feeling.  R.  E.  Badger. 


Norfolk  & Western  Railway. 

If  it  is  true,  as  some  one  has  said,  that  “in- 
gratitude is  the  crime  of  the  century,”  it  is  also 
true  that  the  boys  on  the  Norfolk  division  are  not 
indictable  for  the  offense.  Through  a committee, 
consisting  of  Bros.  T.  O.  Magan  and  W.  T. 
Steele,  they  recently  presented  our  general  chair- 
man, Bro.  C.  E.  Layman,  with  an  elegant  gold 
watch  and  chain.  Prompted  by  a sense  of  deep- 
est appreciation  for  the  faithful  and  intelligent 
performance  of  duty,  the  beautiful  gift  is  also 
a token  of  the  high  personal  esteem  in  which  the 
recipient  is  universally  held.  All  of  which  is 
eminently  proper  and  agreeable  to  the  general  fit- 
ness of  things,  but  Bro.  Layman,  with  charac- 
teristic modesty,  insists  that  he  is  the  debtor,  and 
simply  radiates  with  appreciation  for  this  act  of 
remembrance  on  the  part  of  “his  boys.” 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Ports- 
mouth meeting  in  April  last  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  local  correspondents  for  the  several 
divisions,  whose  office  it  would  be  to  write  up  for 
TnE  Telegrapher  personal  and  other  items  of 
interest  on  their  respective  divisions.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  deemed  proper  to  create  and  fill  the 
ponderous  position  of  general  division  correspond- 
ent for  the  system  at  large.  The  chosen  incum- 
bent, taking  the  arrangement  seriously,  has  tried 
to  swell  up  and  fill  the  last  named  position,  and 
hitherto  he  has  succeeded,  after  a fashion,  in  do- 
ing so.  This,  however,  without  assistance  or  co- 
operation from  any  source,  save  the  Radford 
division  notes  in  the  August  issue.  As  may  be 
easily  perceived,  it  is  practically  impossible  for 
one  man  on  a system  to  write  personal  and  news 
items  for  the  whole  road,  not  being  accessible 
to  such  information  on  divisions  other  than  his 
own.  For  this  reason  nothing  of  the  kind  has 
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been  attempted.  It  is  the  belief  of  men  whose 
opinions  are  valued  in  the  councils  of  our  Order, 
that  a complete  staff  of  capable  correspondents 
is  almost  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
live  and  useful  organization  on  any  system.  It 
is  suggested,  therefore,  that  the  several  divisions 
take  the  matter  up,  through  their  meetings,  or 
otherwise,  and  suitable  provisions  made  for  future 
representation  in  the  columns  of  our  official  organ. 

All  political  discussions  and  controversies  have 
rightly  been  excluded  from  the  columns  of  The 
Telegrapher.  This  means  simply  that  it  would 
be  the  part  of  unwisdom  to  permit  political 
schisms  to  enter  into  and  endanger  the  usefulness 
of  our  beloved  organization.  On  the  other  hand 
it  does  not  mean  that  we,  as  union  men,  should 
not  carry  our  unionism  on  the  political  field,  and 
there  use  it  to  the  advantage  and  upbuilding  of 
labor’s  cause.  Therefore,  it  may  not  be  improper 
at  this  time,  when  political  leaders  are  running 
rife  in  their  desire  for  office,  for  us  to  rebuild 
an  old  maxim  for  the  occasion,  and  suggest  to. 
union  men  everywhere,  “Take  not  your  politics 
into  your  union,  but  your  unionism  into  your 
politics.”  That  is  to  say,  do  some  earnest,  in- 
telligent thinking  on  the  living,  vital  issues  of  the 
day,  and  then  go  to  the  polls  and  cast  a ballot 
in  support  of  such  men  and  principles  as  will  be 
consistent  with  the  possession  of  a union  card. 
It  may  be  argued  tnat  this  would  be  difficult  in 
view  of  the  innumerable  panaceas  being  put  for- 
ward by  as  many  political  doctors,  and  that  only 
confusion  would  result.  Not  at  all.  Note  that 
the  prescription  calls  for  earnest,  intelligent  think- 
ing, and  not  for  pur  blind  partisanism,  and  when 
all  laboring  classes  get  to  thinking,  if  they  ever 
do,  they  will  be  found  very  nearly  together  at  the 
ballot  box.  It  is  the  lack  of  thinking  that  keeps 
them  divided.  It  may  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
return  to  power  lawmakers  who  ignore  our  peti- 
tions for  pro-labor  legislation,  but  the  writer  fails 
to  see  it.  It  may  be  all  right  to  get  into  a frenzy 
of  enthusiasm  over  a candidate  who  selects  for  the 
most  important  place  in  the  council  of  the  nation, 
the  moving  spirit  of  a corporation  which  is  to-day 
recognized  as  the  most  implacable  enemy  of  labor 
in  all  America,  but  the  wisdom  of  it  does  not 
appear  to  the  union  man  who  thinks.  Certainly 
if  they  are  returned  to  power  it  will  be  the  labor- 
ing man  who  does  the  trick.  And  finally,  if  it 
be  the  part  of  unionism  to  demand  the  union  label 
on  an  article  of  merchandise,  why  not  look  for  it, 
and  secure  it  as  nearly  as  possible,  on  our  ballot? 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  there  is  now 
running  in  Everybody’s  an  article,  the  like  of 
which  has  never  before  appeared  in  American 
journalism.  It  is  written  by  Lawson,  of  Boston, 
and  lays  bare  the  methods,  root  and  branch,  of 
a “system”  by  which  it  appears  that  the  very 
foundation  of  our  republic  is  endangered.  This 
article,  which  is  entitled  “Frenzied  Finance,”  is 
such  a candid  revelation  of  alleged  criminal  meth- 
ods of  living  men  and  existing  corporations,  that 
it  is  bound  to  have  a far  reaching  effect  on  the 
future  destinies  of  our  country.  The  article  has 
just  begun,  and  because  of  its  nature  the  very 


safety  of  the  narrator’s  life  is  thought  by  some 
to  be  imperiled.  No  man  who  feels  an  interest 
in  his  country’s  future,  and  especially  no  union 
man,  should  fail  to  read  this  exposure  of  the  most 
gigantic  swindle  ever  perpetrated.  At  the  news 
stands,  or  the  Ridgeway-Thayer  Company,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Here  is  a brother  who  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
express  arrangement,  and  he  comes  at  us  like 
this:  “My  office  is  in  the  five  per  cent  belt.  I 

get  a case  of  whiskey  from  Cincinnati  on  an 
Adams  waybill  via  Lynchburg,  freight  $1.40.  I 
get  another  case  identically  like  it  from  the  same 
place  on  a Southern  waybill  via  Portsmouth,  same 
charges.  On  the  first  I get  five  per  cent,  or  seven 
cents,  as  my  commission,  and  on  the  last  I get 
eleven  per  cent,  or  fifteen  cents  for  my  part  in  the 
transaction.  What  I want  to  know  is,  who  gets 
the  other  eight  cents  of  the  Adams  money?”  To 
which  we  reply  frankly,  we  do  not  know.  Per- 
haps it  costs  eight  cents  to  transfer  such  a pack- 
age from  one  company  to  the  other  at  Lynch- 
burg, but  that  seems  improbable.  Both  companies 
have  offices  in  Cincinnati,  which  should  cost  ap- 
proximately the  same  to  maintain,  and  the  ex- 
press cars  are  hauled  on  the  several  lines  in  a 
similar  manner,  and  at  presumably  a similar  cost 
Therefore,  the  eight  cents  which  our  brother  does 
not  get  refuses  to  fit  snugly  into  the  expense 
account.  Is  it  possible  that  it  finds  its  way  into 
the  company’s  net  earnings,  and  is  paid  out  in 
dividends?  We  pass  the  problem  on  to  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  for  a solution.  In  the  meantime 
can  anyone  else  throw  any  light  on  the  subject? 

We  are  impatiently  awaiting  the  current  num- 
ber of  our  journal,  as  most  of  the  boys  call  it, 
to  learn  what  happened  on  the  “Katy”  recently. 
The  Eastern  dailies  vouchsafed  the  information 
that  the  operators  on  that  line  "had  obeyed  an 
order  from  St.  Louis,  and  struck,”  and  a dozen- 
line interview  with  the  railway  officials,  in  which 
they  stated  that  they  were  not  inconvenienced  at 
all,  and  that  the  operators  did  not  know  what 
the  strike  was  called  for,  etc.”  Well,  most  of 
us  are  wise  to  the  fact  that  the  daily  press  is 
mostly  under  complete  capitalistic  control,  and 
news  favorable  to  the  labor  interests  is  systemati- 
cally excluded,  or  reported  as  a very  unimportant 
affair. 


There  are  some  sixty  or  more  telegraphers  on 
this  system  who  still  withhold  their  support  from 
this  organization.  As  they  have  persisted  in  this 
attitude  for  a considerable  time,  even  while  en- 
joying the  benefits  foi  which  they  refuse  to  pay, 
the  only  logical  conclusion  is  that  they  have  some 
reason  which  to  them  seems  sufficient  for  their 
actions.  Therefore,  it  is  suggested  that  every 
non  member  on  the  system  be  at  once  interrogated 
in  this  respect,  and  the  reasons  made  known 
through  these  columns.  There  should  be  no  dis- 
position to  cocrcc.  and  care  should  be  used  to 
elicit  in  a courteous  manner  the  real  reasons  for 
aloofness  from  the  Order.  Persistence  should  be 
used  until  a reason  is  assigned.  If,  as  is  often 
possible,  the  obstacles  can  be  removed  and  a 
member  added  to  the  Order,  let  it  be  accom- 
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plished;  if,  as  is  sometimes,  but  rarely,  the  case, 
principles  incompatible  with  union  ideas  and  pur- 
poses are  in  the  way,  let  us  have  them,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  fairness  give  them  publicity.  Members 
should  get  afier  this  information  at  once,  and 
turn  same  over  to  their  respective  division  cor- 
respondents for  publication.  There  is  no  longer 
any  good  reason  why  the  views  of  a railroad 
telegrapher  should  be  shrouded  in  mystery.  Let 
us  have  light.  Div.  Cor. 


Erie  Ry. 

iV.  Y.,  S.  & W.  Division — 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  N.  Y.,  S.  & W.  and 
B.  & E.  division  was  held  Saturday  evening,  Aug- 
ust 13th,  with  a fine  attendance,  but  there  were 
many  brothers  absent  who  I venture  to  say  could 
have  been  .present  if  they  had  only  made  an 
effort  to  do  so.  If  anything  is  good  for  the 
Order  it  is  strict  attendance  at  all  meetings.  It 
don’t  seem  fair  to  ask  a few  to  do  all  the  work, 
but  one  and  all  should  assist  to  help  the  noble 
work  along. 

As  usual  we  initiated  another  candidate,  after 
which  Bro.  Coleman,  our  esteemed  assistant  gen- 
eral chairman,  gave  us  some  very  interesting  and 
instructive  advice.  It  would  have  done  your  heart 
good,  boys,  if  you  had  been  present  to  hear  this 
able  speaker.  He  docs  not  have  to  stop  and 
think  to  tell  of  the  many  good  points  of  our 
Order,  and  the  good  that  can  be  derived  from 
it,  providing  we  are  steadfast  and  true,  and  carry 
it  on  in  a business-like  manner.  Bro.  Coleman 
points  out  clearly  that  we  must  be  honest,  upright 
and  fair-minded  in  our  undertakings,  and  must 
not  expect  to  get  all  at  once,  but  must  be  ever 
willing  to  give  and  take  and  prove  ourselves 
reasonable  men  to  deal  with.  He  also  wishes  to 
impress  upon  our  minds  the  necessity  of  our 
rendering  the  company  our  very  best  service, 
thereby  proving  that  we  are  the  best  and  cheap- 
est help  in  the  end. 

Bro.  Munson  has  been  on  the  sick  list,  but  at 
this  writing  has  resumed  work  again.  Opr.  Seely 
relieving  Bro.  Munson. 

Bro.  Holbert,  at  "CH,”  has  had  an  attack  of 
rheumatism.  A little  mountain  air  and  vacation 
for  yours,  “CO.” 

It  is  reported  that  Bro.  Geo.  Dutcher  has  been 
on  his  wedding  tour,  taking  in  the  many  points 
of  interest  through  the  West. 

Bro.  Crowley,  of  “RS,”  has  the  sympathy  of 
all  the  brothers  along  the  line,  in  the  loss  of  his 
mother. 

Opr.  Wilkinson  transferred  from  night  to  day 
position  at  “NP.” 

H.  Snyder  transferred  from  “RV”  to  shops. 

Bro.  Hoskins,  “VA”  to  “RV.” 

Bro.  Bowen,  at  “DB,”  has  been  on  a vacation, 
spending  most  of  his  time  in  the  Catskills.  Un- 
derstand Bro.  Carruth  relieved  him,  and  Bro. 
Dillon  relieving  Bro.  Carruth. 

All  members  present  were  pleased  to  see  Bro. 
Gardner  and  several  other  W.  B.  & E.  brothers 
at  our  last  meeting.  It  is  understood  that  Bro. 


Gardner  has  started  on  a Western  trip  to*  Elmira 
and  some  other  Western  points  of  interest. 

Cert.  916. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heavenly  Father, 
in  His  infinite  love  and  wisdom,  to  visit  the  circle 
of  our  brother,  James  T.  Crowley,  and  take  there- 
from by  death  his  loving  and  faithful  mother, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  telegraphers  of  the  N.  Y. 
S.  & W.  R.  R.,  Erie  Division  No.  42,  bow  in 
humble  submission  to  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well.  We  deeply  feel  the  loss  which  this  death 
has  been  to  the  loving  husband  and  family,  as  it 
has  taken  from  their  midst  a loving  wife  and 
faithful  mother,  one  who  was  loved  by  all -who 
knew  her;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy to  the  afflicted  husband  and  family,  in  this 
their  hour  of  deep  affliction,  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  the  bereaved  family,  a copy  spread  on  the 
minutes  and  published  in  The  Telegrapher. 

Thos.  C.  Hoskins, 

K.  H.  Cudlipp, 

G.  G.  Holbert. 

Committee. 


Mahoning  Uiiision — 


J.  A.  Aston,  night  man  at  Mahoning,  is  off  on 
his  vacation.  Your  scribe  did  not  learn  who  the 
relief  is. 

R.  N.  Babcock,  of  “SN”  tower,  returned  to 
work  the  first  of  the  month,  after  having  been 
off  five  months,  account  of  sickness. 

W.  H.  Ludt,  manager  Leavittsburg  office,  has 
returned  to  work  after  a two  weeks’  vacation, 
R.  R.  Barrett  being  the  relief. 

F.  E.  North,  night  man  at  Leavittsburg,  was 
enjoying  a few  days’  hunting  and  fishing  in  the 
wilds  of  Portage  and  Trumbull  counties,  R.  R. 
Barrett  doing  the  relieving  act. 

F.  D.  Carroll,  day  man  Niles,  is  at  home  for  a 
week  or  so  with  the  old  folks  at  Cambridge 
Springs,  Pa.  He  is  being  relieved  by  Sherman 
Hart,  who  was  at  “SN”  tower  the  past  five 
months. 

F.  B.  Smail,  day  man  Washingtonville,  is  away 
on  bis  vacation  this  month,  being  relieved  by 
J.  H.  Carroll. 

C.  C.  Blott  and  Frank  Sanders,  day  and  night 
men,  have  moved  from  “VO”  office,  Mosier,  to 
“CB”  office,  new  office  West  Girard. 

M.  J.  King,  of  “YO”  office,  Youngstown,  has 
moved  up  stairs,  becoming  clerk  to  chief  dis- 
patcher. , j 1 

H.  W.  Barnes  getting  “YO,”  days,  and  “YO  ” 
nights,  at  the  present  time  being  advertised. 

“NK,”  lower  yard  office,  Youngstown,  has  been 
moved  about  a mile  west,  being  located  now  at 
cast  end  Canal  Branch. 

Now  just  a few  words  from  the  ambassador 
to  those  of  you  who  may  be  discouraged  or  dis- 
satisfied with  the  present  existing  order  of  things. 
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He  says  that  all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  those  that  love  to  do  what  is  right  and  just. 
By  way  of  illustration,  or  rather  example,  note 
the  wealth,  the  honor  and  position  that  was  to 
the  man  that  ran  away  from  Potiphar’s  wife,  and 
therein  behold  the  secret  of  the  retention  of  a 
perfect  physical  foundation  upon  which  to  build 
a superior  intelligence. 

Now,  you  no  doubt  have  heard  it  said  that  man- 
agers of  great  railway  systems  are  very  intelli- 
gent beings.  The  ambassador  says  that  those  of 
you  who  will  manage  your  own  tempers  shall  be 
greater  than  these.  Div.  Cor. 


Chicago,  Cincinnati  & Louisville  Ry. 

As  I have  just  received  my  card  from  Bro. 
Quick,  and  now  am  a member  of  this  grand 
O.  R.  T.,  I have  a few  words  to  say. 

Having  been  in  the  business  seven  years,  I 
know  all  the  benefit  of  being  a member  of  the 
O.  R.  T.,  and  feel  proud  that  I can  hold  a card 
of  membership  in  such  a noble  institution.  It 
has  been  neglect  on  my  part  my  not  being  a 
member  sooner,  but  nevertheless  I am  one  of 
the  boys  now,  and  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
advance  and  uphold  the  Order  at  all  times. 

With  a little  hustling  we  can  get  all  the  boys 
in,  then  we  can  demand  something.  Our  salary 
is  $40.  This  is  not  enough.  We  must  have  more, 
and  there  is  a way  to  get  it.  I am  going  to  fur- 
nish Bro.  Quick  with  the  names  of  all  agents  and 
telegraphers  on  this  pike,  and  have  him  send 
them  printed  matter. 

In  connection  will  work  on  them  myself,  and 
see  what  can  be  done.  We  are  having  our 
troubles,  and  a lot  of  them.  One  is  the  packing 
of  the  U.  S.  mail,  and  along  this  line  I wish  to 
uphold  the  move  made  by  our  worthy  brother 
in  the  June  number  of  The  Telegrapher.  The 
mail  is  a nuisance,  and  a big  one.  The  agent  has 
enough  to  do  besides  playing  pack  horse  for  the 
U.  S.  government,  and  get  a jacking-up  from  the 
dispatcher  about  not  “O.  S.-ing”  some  extra  that 
has  passed,  and  fined  $1  if  the  mail  is  delayed. 
It’s  out  of  the  question,  boys,  and  something 
should  be  done  to  abolish  this  and  numerous 
other  things  which  will  take  up  too  much  space 
to  write  about.  I will  keep  the  C.,  C.  & L.  in 
touch  of  all,  and  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  O.  R.  T.  will  have  shown  its  power 
through  the  energy  of  its  members  on  the  C.,  C.  & 
L.  Ry.  Stick  together,  boys,  and  keep  after  the 
nons.  Cert.  9.259. 


Cm  N.  O.  & T.  P.  Ry. 

Cincinnati  Division — 

I have  noticed  two  or  three  articles  from  this 
road,  and  am  encouraged  to  write  a few  lines 
myself.  It  really  makes  me  happy  to  see  an 
occasional  article  from  this  road.  All  we  need 
here  is  an  organizer.  I am  satisfied  that  we  can 
be  lined  up  from  Cincinnati  to  Chattanooga  with  a 
qo  per  cent  membership.  I have  personal  knowl- 
edge of  one  or  two  on  this  division  who  would 


probably  be  too  weak  to  come  in,  and  one  of 
them  has  a student  now  who  will  soon  be  ready 
to  mess  up  records  and  “visit”  some  other  student 
by  wire. 

I differ  from  Cert.  7597  in  regard  to  the  officials 
preferring  good  Order  employes  to  nons,  for  the 
reason  that  they  can  have  all  O.  R.  T.  employes 
if  they  wanted  it,  but  they  would  have  to  pay 
more  for  it.  See? 

We  truly  have  a nice,  gentlemanly  aet  of 
officials,  can  hardly  be  beaten,  but  I know  the 
management  is  opposed  to  the  O.  R.  T.  for  the 
simple  reason  that  an  agent  on  this  division  was 
ordered  to  be  discharged  for  writing  an  article 
for  Thf.  Telegrapher,  but  for  some  reason  the 
offender  was  not  fired,  but  had  the  pleasure  (?) 
of  being  called  on  the  carpet  and  given  to  under- 
stand that  such  conduct  would  not  be  tolerated. 

Again  I differ  from  Cert.  7597  when  he  says: 
that  the  railroad  officials  don’t  want  employes  who 
are  afraid  of  them.  No,  not  afraid  of  them  per- 
sonally, but  they  like  the  grade  who  are  afraid  of 
their  jobs,  who  are  afraid  to  join  the  O.  R.  T. 
for  fear  of  losing  that  great  $42.50  job,  who 
haven’t  enough  stamina  to  resent  or  show  dis- 
approval of  any  and  every  kind  of  imposition. 
I really  heard  one  benighted . telegrapher,  and  he 
has  a student,  argue  against  the  O.  R.  T.,  but 
said  if  this  road  ever  became  organized  and  got 
an  increase  with  a good  schedule  he  might  join 
the  Order — would  not  help,  but  wait  until  all 
obstacles  and  difficulties  were  overcome,  and  then 
lie  would  come  in  and  partake  of  the  good  things. 
Such  fellows  as  this  give  me  a pain. 

Really  and  sincerely  we  ought  to  set  about  and 
get  an  organizer,  round  up  a lot  of  these  nons, 
and  do  something. 

Now  let  some  one  else  from  this  division  6how 
up  in  next  month’s  Telegrapher,  and  keep  the 
ball  rolling.  Those  of  us  who  get  The  Teleg- 
rapher should  send  it  to  some  non.  It  might 
be  a means  of  bringing  them  in  to  the  Order, 
if  not,  it  ought  to  make  them  feel  badly. 

Cert.  7.288. 


New  York  Central. 


Mohawk  Division — 

Your  humble  scribe  .is  put  to  for  news  items 
this  month,  as  there  seems  to  be  nothing  startling 
occurring  to  disturb  our  serenity  during  these 
beautiful  summer  days.  The  Mohawk  Vralley  gets 
all  the  different  varieties  of  weather  during  the 
year,  but  most  of  our  summer  days  are  such  as 
make  the  heart  glad. 

Many  of  the  boys  are  enjoying  vacations,  some 
in  fact  and  some  in  anticipation  of  the  little 
message  from  headquarters  that  they  may  go. 

Bro.  Doxstader  has  been  answering  sick  call 
for  awhile.  Understand  he  is  better  now.  Opr. 
Brown  worked  nights  at  “CA”  office,  and  Bro. 
Delong,  days,  while  Bro.  Doxstader  was  off.  Bro. 
Seymour,  “BS”  31,  is  taking  a well-earned  vaca- 
tion. 

Bro.  Trimble  has  returned  to  the  N.  Y.  C.,  and 
is  at  present  working  third  trick  at  “BS”  31. 
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Bro.  Ed.  Thompson  is  very  busy  these  days 
building  a barn  for  the  horse  he  says  he  is  going 
to  win  on  election.  He  also  has  the  nomination 
for  collector  of  his  ward,  and  is  making  a strong 
canvass. 

Bro.  Crosby  bid  in  the  agency  at  Harbor  on  the 
West  Shore. 

Our  worthy  secretary,  Bro.  Bruckert,  leaves  on 
September  7th,  for  a vacation  to  be  spent  in  the 
West.  He  reports  dues  coming  in  nicely,  with 
a balance  in  the  treasury  of  $473.68.  That  looks 
well. 

Positions  in  the  signal  department  have  lately 
been  assigned  as  follows:  Night  trick  “BS”  2, 

B.  Engesser;  “BS”  33,  days,  J.  F.  Kelly;  “BS” 
40,  days,  C.  C.  Fritz;  “BS”  10,  days,  B.  A.  Good- 
ermote:  “BS”  32,  nights,  C.  E.  Prosser;  “BS”  48, 
days,  G.  H.  Fox;  “BS”  10,  nights,  W.  L.  Can- 
non; “BS”  27,  nights,  F.  Schenmyre;  “BS”  37, 
nights;  J.  E.  Gambee;  “BS”  19,  days,  A.  .Young; 
“BS”  28,  nights,  C.  G.  Morse;  “BS”  28a,  day9, 
J.  P.  GafTney;  “BS”  11,  first  trick,  L.  D.  Carter; 
“BS”  15,  days.  F.  G.  Cook;  “BS”  29,  third  trick, 
T.  C.  Mathews.  J.  F.  L. 


Big  Four. 

Cleveland  Diiision — 

The  Cleveland  Division  is  something  like  a 
bumblebees’  nest.  It  has  got  to  be  stirred  up 
once  in  awhile  to  make  things  interesting.  I don’t 
think  there  is  much  danger  of  getting  stung,  be- 
cause there  are  too  many  drones,  and  they  are  not 
stingers.  Now  I would  like  to  see  more  workers 
for  the  O.  R.  T.  on  this  division.  Of  course,  if 
you  are  satisfied  with  the  salary  you  are  now 
getting,  and  would  not  accept  an  increase  of  $5 
or  $10  per  month,  you  had  better  stay  out  of  the 
Order,  but  if  you  are  not  satisfied  with  what  you 
are  getting  for  your  work,  you  had  better  wake 
up  and  come  into  the  Order  with  the  rest  of  us, 
and  by  all  joining  hands  wc  can  accomplish  the 
desired  point.  Boys,  please  don’t  drop  out  just 
because  you  have  not  received  an  increase  in 
your  salary.  Just  such  work  as  that  is  what  kills 
the  Order.  Stick  to  it,  and  the  increase  is  sure 
to  come.  Look  at  the  B.  & O.  what  a schedule 
they  have — nothing  less  than  $52.50  per  month, 
and  two  days  off  each  month  with  full  pay.  The 
boys  over  there  have  got  the  stuff  in  them,  and 
have  succeeded  in  getting  this  minimum.  How? 
By  all  working  together  for  the  O.  R.  T.,  and 
nothing  else.  We  can  have  just  as  good  a sched- 
ule as  this  if  we  will  hang  together  and  demand 
it.  The  W.  & L.  E.  Ry.  is  a better  paying  road 
than  the  Big  Four,  and  they  are  nearly  solid  O. 
R.  T.  We  should  have  had  our  schedule  all  com- 
pleted now,  but  it  is  slow  work  trying  to  get  some 
of  your  fellows  to  help  the  cause  along.  If  you 
were  half  as  anxious  to  get  the  work  moving  as 
you  are  to  go  into  the  pay  car  each  month  to 
draw  about  three-  fourths  the  salary  that  you 
should  draw,  we  would  have  this  business  straight- 
ened out  in  a short  time. 

Bro.  Ansley  is  going  over  this  division  at  this 
writing,  reorganizing,  and  he  reports  good  suc- 


cess so  far.  Boys,  we  should  stand  by  Bro.  Ans- 
ley, also  Bro.  Davisson,  who  were  discharged  from 
.the  services  of  the  Big  Four  Company  simply  be- 
cause they  were  workers  of  the  O.  R.  T.  for  our 
interest.  It  is  not  right  for  us  to  let  such  work 
go  on  when  we  can  prevent  it. 

As  long  as  we  will  stand  and  take  it,  we  can’t 
expect  anything  else.  If  we  can  get  one  schedule 
through  I think  the  Big  Four  would  treat  us  as 
good  as  any  road.  Naturally  they  will  fight 
against  it  just  as  long  as  they  can.  Now,  boys, 
wake  up  and  let’s  get  this  work  moving  before 
it’s  too  late.  Cert.  5613. 


Wabash  Ry. 

Detroit  Division — 


Brothers,  you  know  we  have  got  a committee 
down  in  St.  Louis  doing  business,  and  it’s  up  to 
us  to  get  busy  and  keep  our  fences  in  good  repair, 
so  that  the  committee  can  have  the  backing  of  a 
united  membership.  They  will  feel  more  like  dig- 
ging in  if  they  know  that  the  boys  are  with  them 
to  a unit.  Of  course,  there  are  a few  on  this  end 
that  could  not  be  dragged  in  if  they  were  paid 
for  going  in,  but  on  the  whole  the  outlook  is 
promising.  There  are  any  quantity  of  new  men 
over  here,  some  just  from  the  schools,  some  of 
them  hardly  past  the  alphabet  stage.  There  is 
plenty  of  good  material  for  the  brothers  to  work 
on  in  the  shape  of  eligible  nons,  some  of  them 
arc  simply  waiting  for  a bid  to  come  in.  If  all 
the  brothers  would  make  a little  extra  effort  we 
could  be  the  “Banner  Route”  in  reality.  Some 
of  you  nons  who  are  grubbing  away  for  a measly 
little  $45  per  month,  just  sit  down  and  contem- 
plate what  the  men  on  other  lines  have  got,  and 
compare  it  with  your  own  circumstances.  While 
you  are  taking  that  little  mile  and  a half  drill 
down  with  your  switch  lamps  is  a good  time  to 
think  it  over.  By  giving  your  craft  the  support 
it  deserves  you  would  not  be  doing  such  work. 
The  section  men,  to  whose  duties  it  belongs, 
would,  or  if  you  were  obliged  to  do  it,  you 
would  be  getting  your  pay  for  it.  Just  give  an 
ear  to  the  next  brother  that  approaches  you,  and 
he  will  soon  show  you  how  you  can  better  your 
condition. 

We  hear  that  Bro.  Bishop,  nights,  at  Hammond, 
is  thinking  of  going  West.  “BS”  will  make  good 
wherever  he  goes,  as  he  is  a true  O.  R.  T.  man, 
besides  being  a first-class  telegrapher. 

Bro.  Rayder,  Clark  Jet.,  joint  office,  is  contem- 
plating a trip  through  the  West  for  several  months. 

A number  of  the  brothers  from  the  numerous 
lines  near  Clarke  Jet.  attended  a party  near  Pine. 
All  report  a pleasant  time.  Bro.  Smetzer,  of  Di- 
vision 129,  carried  off  the  beauty  prize.  How 
about  Judge  Parker,  George? 

Bro.  Hagons,  nights,  at  Clarke  Switch,  has  been 
off  for  several  days  attending  the  St.  Louis  fair. 
Did  the  Pike  managers  make  you  any  offers, 
Charley? 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Mr.  H.  C.  Dauphinias 
as  a brother  this  month.  “D”  is  all  right.  Get 
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after  Stowell.  “D.”  He  will  come  with  a little 
coaxing. 

Say,  there  is  “WO”  at  “FD.”  Can't  some  of 
you  fellows  get  him  in?  It’s  men  like  him  that 
are  a credit  to  our  organization.  He  can’t  plead 
lack  of  finances,  as  we  understand  he  has  the 
next  thing  to  a gold  mine  at  “FD.” 

In  case  of  fire,  the  brothers  would  do  well  to 
call  on  the  fire  department  at  Morriss.  Bro. 
Norton  is  chief.  You  can  see  him  going  up  the 
right  of  way  almost  any  day  with  a tin  hat  and 
a bucket. 

Two  bad  fires  occurred  lately;  Ashley  Hudson 
and  Hamilton  depots  both  destroyed.  Might  be 
well  to  keep  your  eyes  peeled  for  fire  this  dry 
weather,  or  we  may  wake  up  and  find  ourselves  do- 
ing business  in  a box  car. 

A new  office  has  been  opened  at  Taylor,  2# 
miles  west  of  North  Liberty,  with  Bro.  C.  A. 
Adams  in  charge.  Bro.  Adams  is  an  old-timer 
on  this  road,  having  been  agent  at  Crocker  some 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Bergan,  nights  at  Crocker,  has  done  the 
necessary,  and  will  soon  be  one  of  us.  Good  for 
you,  Don. 

Let  all  the  brothers  wake  up,  and  dig  in.  Show 
the  rest  of  the  divisions  we  are  there  with  the 
goods.  Some  of  you  fellows  around  North  Liberty 
speak  your  little  piece,  and  let  us  know  how  it 
stands  down  that  way.  Cert.  1280. 


Michigan  Central. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  of  pleasure  that  I look 
forward  to  receive  each  month  our  little  magazine, 
entitled  The  Railroad  Telegrapher.  I some- 
times miss  our  division  in  it,  especially  the 
Canadian  end  of  the  string.  This  is  my  first  at- 
tempt to  add  anything  to  our  journal,  and  I hope 
those  who  read  it  will  not  be  unjust  in  criticising 
it  too  harshly.  I notice  along  the  line  in  Canada 
that  there  is  still  the  old,  old  trouble  of  learning 
students.  This  always  was,  and  will  be,  unless 
we  all  stick  together,  and  fight  it  down.  If  the 
boys  would  only  think  that  these  students,  at 
some  time,  may,  at  a time  when  a great  victory 
might  be  obtained  in  the  interests  of  our  Order, 
step  in  and  defeat  our  cause,  that  you  will  rectify 
your  error  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  pittance  you  receive  for  learning  these  same 
students  will  be  no  gain,  but  will  perhaps  be  the 
means  of  you  losing  much  more  in  the  near  future. 

I notice  with  pleasure  that  some  of  the  boys 
who  have  been  keeping  us  guessing  for  so  long 
have  sent  in  their  application  papers.  That  is 
right,  boys.  Line  up  and  you  will  never  regret 
the  paltry  amount  you  pay  for  the  protection  you 
will  receive.  Now,  to  some  of  the  older  members 
who  arc  good  members,  but  are  sitting  still  and 
not  making  the  moves  necessary  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Order,  I would  like  to  say,  get  in 
the  game,  select  some  non,  and  explain  the  bene- 
fits that  they  will  receive  as  members  of  the 
Order.  YVe  are  already  strong,  but  we  want  to 
be  stronger.  Every  little  helps,  and  if  we  all 
do  the  little,  and  not  leave  it  all  to  the  few,  why 


we  will  be  surprised  to  see  the  benefits  we  will 
receive  for  our  work. 

Since  January  1st  we  have  added  to  our  mem- 
bership 1 13  new  members,  and  transferred  from 
other  divisions  12,  making  a total  of  125,  which 
I think  is  a remarkable  showing  for  that  period. 
There  are  still  a number  of  our  old-timers  who 
have  not  as  yet  come  out  of  the  trance,  yet  I 
have  hopes  of  their  awakening. 

Let  us  put  our  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and 
make  our  membership  500  instead  of  400  by  the 
last  of  1904.  Cert.  134. 


Pere  'Marquette  Ry. 

Chicago  Division — 

As  I have  not  seen  anything  in  our  official  pub- 
lication from  the  south  end  of  the  pike,  I will 
endeavor  to  write  a few  lines,  and  place  the  fra- 
ternity in  touch  with  a few  of  the  things  doing. 

Everything  seems  to  be  working  lovely  under 
the  new  set  of  rules,  and  we  are  in  hopes  that 
some  day  in  the  near  future  that  we  will  be  in 
a position  to  still  better  working  conditions.  We 
still  have  a number  of  small  grievances  which 
we  expect  to  take  care  of  at  the  next  meeting 
with  the  management. 

At  present  we  have  about  three  nons  on  the 
division,  and  it  is  our  expectation  to  convert  or 
hang  them  before  anything  further  is  done  for 
betterment  of  the  present  conditions,  and  as  we 
know  where  the  nons  are  located,  I am  in  hopes 
that  the  other  members  at  their  stations  will  put 
forth  their  most  sincere  efforts  to  bring  them 
into  our  ranks,  at  which  time  we  will  be  ready 
to  take  hold  of  the  matter  of  the  small  grievances, 
and  at  that  time  there  will  no  doubt  be  something 
doing. 

Some  few  months  ago  I made  a statement  that 
one  of  the  boys  on  the  division  was  operating 
a ham  factory,  and  as  I found  out  later  from 
good  authority  that  the  statement  made  was  an 
error  on  the  part  of  the  person  that  furnished 
me  with  the  information.  The  victim  was  Bro. 
W.  G.  Stengcr,  agent  at  Hudsonville,  and  “XO" 
1 hope  you  will  pardon  my  mistake,  and  I will 
not  intrude  again. 

News  is  scarce  as  chicken  teeth,  and  will  have 
to  cut  out  here,  with  the  expectation  of  seeing 
something  from  the  many  other  divisions  of  the 
line  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Telegrapher. 

Shorty. 


B.,  R.  & P.  Ry. 

Please  allow  me  to  say  a few  words  in  regard 
to  the  meeting  that  was  to  be  held  at  Salamanca 
on  July  25th.  About  seven  or  eight  good  O.  R. 
T.  brothers  showed  up  for  the  evening  meeting, 
and  two  or  three  for  the  one  in  the  afternoon. 
When  a road  that  is  organized  as  strong  as  this 
one  is,  cannot  do  better  than  that,  it  is  high  time 
some  one  was  taking  it  up,  and  giving  the  boys 
along  the  line  a good,  hard  dig.  The  writer 
knows  of  three  or  four  offices  that  could  have 
sent  at  least  one  to  the  meeting,  and  there  is 
one  on  the  middle  division  that  could  have  sent 
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two,  as  the  agent  is  one  of  our  strongest  members, 
and  would  have  worked  gladly  in  order  that  the 
telegraphers  could  attend  the  meeting.  I sincerely 
hope  that  the  next  meeting  will  have  a much 
better  attendance.  Bro.  Simmons,  the  chief  teleg- 
rapher, came  here  from  Dubois,  and  the  ones 
who  live  nearer  Salamanca  might  have  come  if 
they  had  chosen  to  do  so.  Will  some  of  the  other 
brothers  who  have  the  good  of  our  noble  Order 
at  heart  please  take  this  up,  and  work  for  a larger 
attendance  in  the  future.  Will  put  the  ground 
wire  on  this  now,  and  take  to  the  tall  timber, 
hoping  for  better  results  next  time. 

“Bubbles." 


Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 

Following  from  the  Chicago  Record-Herald, 
August  13th:  “The  Santa  Fe  is  said  to  be  grad- 

ually weeding  out  all  members  of  the  Order  of 
Railroad  Telegraphers.”  Remember,  brothers,  that 
the  Santa  Fe  is  still  on  the  unfair  list,  and  let 
us  do  unto  them  as  they  are  doing  unto  us.  This 
is  the  only  railway  system  in  North  America  so 
listed  to-day,  and  if  the  truth  was  known,  the 
world  would  know  that  the  Santa  Fe  officials,  and 
more  especially  its  stockholders,  are  getting  de- 
cidedly sick  of  their  end  of  the  bargain.  If  you 
will  look  into  the  history  of  this  struggle,  you  will 
find  that  the  Santa  Fe  has  been  doing  us  “dirt” 
for  a number  of  years,  and  is  doing  so  still,  and 
that  justice  is  on  our  side.  Figures  don’t  lie. 
While  all  competing  lines  show  a healthy  increase 
(why  certainly),  the  Santa  Fe  shows  decreases, 
while  its  stock  is  deader  than  a door  nail,  and  but 
few  care  to  buy.  We  could  cite  you  to  freight 
and  ticket  agents  right  in  Wisconsin,  not  only 
O.  R.  T.  men,  but  any  lover  of  justice  and  fair 
play,  who  have  routed  business  amounting  to 
from  small  amounts  to  over  a thousand  dollars  over 
a friendly  line  that  otherwise  would  have  gone 
via  the  Santa  Fe.  What  must  it  amount  to  all 
over  the  country?  Whether  the  Santa  Fe  admits 
it  or  not,  all  other  railway  systems  know  that  it 
does  not  pay  to  be  unfair  to  its  employes  after 
this  experience.  Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction, 
and  justice  wins  every  time. 

The  Neenah  meeting  was  not  very  largely  at- 
tended on  account  of  the  boys  being  unable  to 
get  away.  However,  what  it  lacked  in  quantity 
was  fully  made  up  in  quality,  as  fine  a lot  of 
“true  blues”  as  it  has  ever  been  my  pleasure  to 
meet.  This  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  a general  chairman,  and  this  was 
accomplished,  and  right  here  I want  to  say  that 
the  W.  C.  boys  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
election  of  Bro.  A.  L.  Alderman,  of  South  Osh- 
kosh, as  their  general  chairman.  Those  of  you 
who  have  never  met  “the  alderman”  should  make 
an  effort  to  attend  our  next  meeting,  and  get 
acquainted  with  him.  He  is  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place  to  say  the  least.  May  he  remain 
with  us  long,  and  so  help  us  in  bettering  the  con- 
ditions of  the  telegraphers  and  agents  on  this 
line,  and  hasten  that  schedule  of  which  you  are 
all  in  need,  one  in  deed  as  well  as  in  name  only, 


and  one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
on  our  sister  roads.  You  should  render  him  every 
assistance  possible  in  bringing  about  the  desired 
results.  This  you  can  do  in  more  ways  than  one. 

You  have  every  reason  to  feel  encouraged,  for 
I am  in  a position  to  say  positively  that  the  Wis- 
consin Central  is  better  organized  to-day  than  it 
ever  was  before.  Another  thing  that  is  very  en- 
couraging is  the  fact  that  now  all  but  about  six 
have  paid  current  dues,  and  these  will  doubtless 
be  heard  from  before  the  last  day  of  grace,  for 
I feel  sure  that  none  of  them  wish  to  be  dropped. 
Therefore,  we  are  not  only  holding  the  old  mem- 
bership, but  are  constantly  adding  new  members. 
Eighteen  new  members  were  added  to  the  list 
within  the  past  month,  thanks  to  the  untiring 
efforts  of  Bro.  Cram,  and  several  more  are  to  be 
heard  from.  There  still  remain  a few  worthy 
and  well  qualified  men  outside  of  the  fold,  and 
it  is  our  business  to  convince  them  that  the  O.  R. 
T.  is  a mighty  good  thing,  and  just  what  they 
need.  The  only  thing  that  is  of  a discouraging 
nature  is  that  several  agents  are  teaching  students. 

We  realize  that  the  work  at  many  stations  is 
such  that  a helper  is  necessary,  and  you  should 
have  one,  but  as  long  as  you  take  a student  the 
company  would  be  very  foolish  to  furnish  you 
with  a paid  helper,  and  every  time  you  turn  out  a 
student  you  throw  another  competitor  in  the  field 
to  swell  the  already  oversupply  of  telegraphers, 
willing  to  take  a job  at  any  old  figure.  The 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  does  not  mean 
to  eliminate  the  teaching  of  telegraphy  altogether, 
but  don’t  you  see  that  as  long  as  the  supply  is 
greater,  or  even  equal  to  the  demand  that  it  is 
folly  to  do  so?  L»id  I hear  some  one  say  teleg- 
raphers were  scarce  and  that  it  is  a hard  matter 
to  be  relieved  on  account  of  this?  You  are  badly 
mistaken,  brother;  the  country  is  full  of  teleg- 
raphers, thousands  of  them  all  over  the  country 
who  quit  their  beloved  profession  on  account  of 
small  salaries,  and  who  are  now  following  some 
other  avocation.  After  thorough  organization, 
which  is  not  far  off,  and  after  you  have  stopped 
this  foolish  practice  of  teaching  your  profession 
to  others  by  the  wholesale,  when  the  railroads 
pay  living  wages,  then  thousands  of  expert  teleg- 
raphers will  again  seek  employment.  Therefore, 
if  anyone  tells  you  that  telegraphers  are  scarce 
he  is  shooting  hot  air  into  you.  Just  figure  it  out 
yourself. 

Have  you  ever  stopped  to  think  what  organiza- 
tion has  done  for  other  classes  of  railroad  em- 
ployes? Just  ask  any  old-titne  engineer  or  con- 
ductor what  salaries  were  paid  forty  or  fifty 
years  ago,  what  they  are  receiving  now,  and 
what  brought  it  about.  From  $90  to  $150  per 
month  to  your  measly  $45  or  $50,  and  you  would 
not  be  getting  that  now  only  for  the  O.  R.  T., 
the  only  organization  that  ever  did  or  ever  will 
better  your  conditions. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Ott  was  transferred  from  Abbots- 
ford, nights,  to  Ore  Yards  office,  Ashland,  nights, 
recently. 

Bro.  J.  Rindt  is  tearing  things  up  in  general  at 
Hoyt,  days. 
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Bro.  Cram  has  been  over  the  west  end,  and 
did  execution  on  both  sides,  and  there  is  hardly 
a worthy  non  left  over  there. 

Bro.  Clark,  of  “NA,”  was  the-  lucky  one,  and 
drew  the  bike.  His  number  cost  him  1 1 cents, 
and  $9.40  for  treats,  and  some  of  us  are  still  wait- 
ing for  a smoke. 

Bro.  Floyd  Shepherd,  formerly  agent  at  Al- 
bertville, is  now  with  the  N.  P.  in  Minneapolis 
at  sixty  per. 

Understand  Bro.  Cox,  Albertville,  again  has 
sickness  in  his  family.  We  are  sorry  to  hear  this, 
for  he  has  certainly  had  more  than  his  share  of 
trouble  along  this  line  of  late. 

Bro.  Goodrich,  at  “VN,”  says  leap  year  is  al- 
most over,  and  no  engagement  yet.  Never  mind, 
Bro.  G.,  there  are  several  weeks  of  it  yet,  so 
don’t  lose  all  hope.  Perhaps  you  don’t  use  the 
right  kind  of  bait?  Try  an  auto. 

Bro.  G.  L.  Burger  was  transferred  from  Med- 
ford, nights,  to  Abbotsford  yards,  nights. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Haag,  of  Cadott,  relieved  Bro.  Bur- 
ger at  Medford. 

Bro.  Otto  Hinski,  formerly  agent  Glidden,  which 
office  he  resigned  about  a year  ago  has  again  ac- 
cepted employment  with  this  company,  and  is  now 
agent  at  Rid  Lake,  relieving  Bro.  Cram,  resigned. 
Bro.  Hinski  concluded  that  life  was  too  lonesome 
at  Rid  Lake,  so  took  unto  himself  a wife,  an 
accomplished  young  lady  of  that  place.  We  ex- 
tend congratulations,  Otto,  and  may  all  your 
troubles  be  little  ones. 

Bro.  I.  I.  Krester,  late  of  the  Missouri  Pacific, 
and  one  time  on  this  road,  in  company  with  his 
wife,  spent  two  weeks  at  Medford  visiting  rela- 
tives. He  left  for  the  west  August  9th,  and  is 
now  located  at  York,  N.  D. 

Bro.  O.  V.  Soderstrom,  of  Medford,  visited 
Chicago  friends  recently,  from  where  he  went  to 
St.  Louis  and  took  in  the  big  show.  He  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  a number  of  O.  R.  T.  men 
on  the  ground  employed  by  the  Commercial  Tele- 
graph Co. 

Bro.  Pierson,  of  Chelsea,  was  transferred  to 
Ironwood,  nights,  but  a certain  young  man  at 
Chelsea  could  not  see  it  that  way,  so  Bro.  Pier- 
son is  again  doing  the  owl  act  at  Chelsea. 

Our  G.  C.  Bro.  Alderman  expects  to  take  a two 
weeks’  Lay-off  when  an  available  man  can  be 

found  to  relieve  him.  Patience,  A.  L.  Don’t 
know  as  we  can  spare  you  just  now,  anyhow. 

Understand  Bro.  Barber,  Allenton,  has  also 

doubled  up.  If  so,  accept  our  best  wishes,  and 
may  you  live  long  and  be  happy,  but  we  trust 

that  Mrs.  Barber  will  not  draw  all  vour  attention, 
and  that  you  will  be  able  to  attend  to  O.  R.  T. 
matters  as  well.  You  have  all  the  more  reasons 
now  for  helping  to  build  up  this  organization,  for 
you  now  have  two  mouths  to  feed.  Remember 
the  only  thing  under  the  great  blue  canopy  of 
heaven  that  will  enable  you  to  do  this  is  the 
O.  R.  T.,  if  you  wish  to  follow  your  present 

occupation. 

Bro.  Buchan,  Theresa,  nights,  just  had  his 
vacation,  relieved  by  Mr.  Smith.  Smith  is  not 
on  our  list.  How  about  this? 


Born  to  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Griesmer,  Lake  Villa, 
August  ad,  a bouncing  O.  R.  T.  girl.  Congratu- 
lations. 

Mr.  Thompson,  for  some  time  nights  at  Wau- 
kesha, was  recently  promoted  to  the  day  operator- 
ship  at  same  place,  former  Opr.  Burton  trans- 
ferred to  ticket  office,  Chicago.  Bro.  E.  E.  Neu- 
becker,  of  Silver  Lake,  relieved  Mr.  Thompson. 
Good  for  you,  Ed.  Right  at  home  now,  eh? 

Mr.  F.  D.  Moverly,  for  some  time  nights  at 
Burlington,  has  resigned,  and  is  now  in  the  in- 
surance business  at  Oshkosh,  relieved  by  W.  G. 
Palm,  from  the  S.  P.  in  California.  We  under- 
stand he  keeps  up  a fire  all  night  in  order  to 
keep  warm.  Will  Mr.  Palm  please  inform  us 
if  a brother?  Must  be,  for  the  S.  P.  is  solid. 

The  night  office  Kolze  was  moved  to  Fair  View, 
end  of  double  track. 

Bro.  Allwardt,  of  Silver  Lake,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  night  trick  at  Like  Villa.  Here  is 
a live  member,  and  wc  wish  him  success. 

Bro.  Steinitzki  came  all  the  way  from  Junction 
City  to  attend  Neenah  meeting,  and  showed  him- 
self the  right  kind.  Come  again,  Bro.  S. 

Bro.  Watts,  “HO,”  was  permitted  to  leave  the 
hospital  long  enough  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Bro.  Berg,  of  “FN”  office,  was  there,  but  he 
had  an  appointment  in  “Fondy,”  which  compelled 
him  to  leave  us  sooner  than  we  liked.  He  was 
pronounced  the  best  looking  man  in  the  crowd. 

Bro.  John,  of  Lomira,  was  another  who  did  not 
mind  a few  miles,  and  he  was  on  deck  with  both 
feet.  But  we  lost  him  soon  after  adjournment- 
Did  you  find  your  party,  John? 

“Bill”  Hinds?  Well,  I guess  yes.  He  came 
up  with  the  “Alderman”  of  South  Oshkosh. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  O.  R.  T.  is  Bro.  Chas. 
W.  Mogg,  of  Stevens  Point.  He  is  a chip  of  the 
old  block,  therefore  a very  desirable  addition. 
Now,  if  Mr.  Clark  will  sign  the  necessary  docu- 
ments, “NI”  will  be  solid.  Why  not? 

The  next  attraction  on  the  south  end  will  be  a 
boat  ride  up  Wolf  River,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  O.  R.  T.,  to  which  nons  as  well  as  O.  K.  T. 
boys  will  be  invited,  and  they  to  bring  their 
wives  or  sweethearts.  And  as  there  is  good  fish- 
ing up  the  river,  better  bring  your  fishing  tackle 
also.  We  will  have  all  kinds  of  “bait”  on  board. 

We  thank  Bros.  Brown,  Soderstrom,  Alderman 
and  Allwardt  for  many  of  above  items.  Come 
again,  boys,  and  I will  do  the  rest. 

H.  O.  Lengelsen. 


P.  & L.  E.  R.  R. 


Expecting  to  see  something  from  some  brother 
on  this  line  who  is  more  accomplished  than  my- 
self, and  being  disappointed,  have  decided  to  try 
my  hand  in  running  the  gauntlet  of  Bro.  Quick's 
blue  pencil  and  the  office  goat. 

We  need  a system  division  on  this  line,  and 
every  member  should  put  about  to  establish  one. 
Here  we  arc  working  twelve  hours  per  day,  365 
days  per  year,  receiving  less  than  the  dagoes  on 
the  section,  whose  education  consists  of  a few 
steamboat  phrases.  Then  again,  conductors  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1215 


this  line,  who  are  unable  to  write  words  of  more 
than  two  syllables  are  receiving  from  $100  to  $150 
per  month.  Is  it  right  for  us  to  work  for  the 
mere  pittance  now  given?  Even  with  this  knowl- 
edge some  of  the  telegraphers  are  afraid  to  go 
to  the  pay  car  for  fear  the  company  might  become 
bankrupt. 

The  positions  at  ends  of  four  tracks  should  be 
eight-hour  tricks,  instead  of  twelve  hours,  as  now. 
This  on  account  of  having  the  “Betsy  and  I 
killed  the  bear”  spirit,  unwilling  or  afraid  to  as- 
sist in  anything  tending  to  be  beneficial  to  them- 
selves and  posterity.  Get  out  of  your  Rip  Van 
Winkle  state,  and  hustle  for  the  Order,  and 
thereby  benefit  yourselves. 

The  ham  factory  at  Shannopin  under  Prof.  W. 
F.  Guthrie,  is  working  overtime  on  account  of 
the  butchers’  strike  in  Chicago  and  other  points. 
Don’t  know  the  price  of  hams  in  the  vicinity  of 
“SN,”  but  I could  not  be  persuaded  to  purchase 
any  at  lowest  price  if  the  professor  is  the  standard, 
as  he  seemingly  is.  The  sayings  of  some  of  this 
gang  are  as  savory  as  the  odors  wafted  from  a 
fertilizing  plant,  according  to  reports  of  teleg- 
raphers passing  on  trains. 

I want  the  brothers  to  send  names  and  addresses 
of  all  nons  in  their  vicinity. 

Hoping  to  see  something  from  some  other 
brother  next  month,  I will  cut  out. 

Cert.  12243. 


Atlantic  Coast  Line. 

Second  Division — 

The  first  regular  division  meeting  to  be  held 
on  the  second  division  was  called  to  order  by 
Bro.  O’Donald,  at  Way  Cross,  Ga.,  9:30  a.  m., 
August  14th,  with  fourteen  members  present. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  regular  meetings  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  at  this  place,  the  second  in  each 
month.  These  meetings  will  be  of  great  benefit 
to  every  one,  and  we  *hope  that  they  will  be  well 
attended.  At  the  next  meeting  let  every  member 
that  can  attend  try  to  bring  in  an  application  or 
two,  and  we  will  try  to  have  a candidate  to  initi- 
atc-  Cert.  9. 


Texas  & Pacific  Ry. 

Well,  this  is  my  first  effort  to  write  anything 
for  the  journal,  and  if  in  Bro.  Quick’s  eye  it  is 
worth  publication,  I hope  that  it  will  appear  in 
the  August  issue.  But  if  too  late  for  that,  I hope 
that  it  will  appear  in  the  September  issue. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  boys  on  this  road 
are  not  trying  to  do  much  toward  the  cause  of 
labor,  but  to  the  contrary,  some  of  them  not  only 
stay  out,  but  keep  up  the  degrading  habit  of  teach- 
ing students.  We  are  almost  solid  on  this  branch, 
having  only  two  nons,  and  not  a ham  to  be  found. 
I have  landed  two  nons  in  the  last  month,  and 
they  are  pretty  game  specimens,  too.  I wish  that 
what  members  we  have  on  the  T.  C.  Division 
would  try  their  hand  on  fishing  for  nons,  and 
see  if  they  could  not  beat  my  record,  for  I am 
advised  that  they  have  the  material  to  work  on, 


and  a goodly  supply  of  what  made  Swift  & Co. 
famous,  but  what  is  making  our  profession  on  the 
bum. 

Wake  up,  T.  C.  Division  brothers,  and  send 
these  manufacturers  your  old  journals,  and  do 
everything  that  you  can  to  show  them  the  error 
of  their  way  so  they  may  be  constrained  to  quit. 

I indorse  most  all  of  the  articles  in  The  Teleg- 
rapher by  the  various  brothers.  Now  and  then 
I see  one  that  I can  not  quite  adhere  to  all  the 
way  through,  but  I usually  get  some  good  out 
of  all. 

I do  not  favor  Bro.  Baker’s  plan  in  the  July 
issue  as  being  adapted  to  us.  It  is  an  all  right 
scheme  to  be  saving  and  invest  our  money  so 
that  we  may  get  something  out  of  it,  but  I don’t 
think  that  an  agent  or  telegrapher  should  have 
to  go  into  the  farming  or  mercantile  business  in 
order  to  make  his  living,  for  there  are  not  many 
of  us  that  have  the  time  to  spare  from  our  regular 
duties  to  attend  to  a side  line.  I think  that  I am 
on  a road  that  runs  just  about  as  few  trains  as 
any  other  road  in  this  country,  and  I believe  they 
exercise  as  much  patience  with  their  employes  as 
any  other  road,  and  I know  that  I could  not  run 
anything  outside  of  my  station  that  would  re- 
quire time  enough  to  make  me  much  money.  Fre- 
quently I step  outside  awhile  when  I think  that 
there  is  nothing  whatever  that  they  could  need 
me  for,  and  get  a jacking  up  when  I get  back. 
And  another  thing  that  makes  me  think  that  it 
is  a bad  idea  is  that  it  makes  a mighty  good  place 
to  install  a ham  to  watch  around  while  the  agent 
looks  after  his  truck  farm,  or  such  interest  as  it 
might  be  on  the  outside.  I think  that  our  em- 
ployer should  pay  us  for  our  time,  and  when  he 

does  I think  that  we  should  work  for  him  or 
quit.  Come  again,  Bro.  Baker,  the  scheme  is 
good  in  one  way,  but  let’s  not  leave  the  impres- 
sion that  we  can  afford  to  work  for  any  less 

wages  on  account  of  it,  and  if  we  do  invest  in 

these  outside  enterprises,  try  to  arrange  it  so 
that  it  will  not  rob  the  company  that  we  work 
for  of  a moment  of  the  time  for  which  we  draw 
pay. 

Our  Colorado  brother  directed  some  hints  in 
his  July  article  over  Cert.  21,  which  strikes  me 
that  if  followed  would  eventually  strike  the  tap 
root.  That  is  where  he  speaks  of  his  elm  club 
.that  he  is  going  to  do  business  with  in  the  com- 
ing election.  Now,  brothers,  right  there  is  where 
in  my  estimation  we  have  got  the  world  grabbed. 
We  know  that  the  laboring  class  of  people  have 
got  the  majority,  and  got  it  bad,  when  it  comes 
to  the  polls.  As  the  brother  says,  we  could  have 
the  candidate  sign  an  agreement,  and  we  could 
elect  him.  I never  voted  anything  in  my  life  but 
one  ticket,  but  I am  thinking  seriously  of  chang- 
ing myself  and  agitate  the  labor  ticket  for  all 
that  is  in  my  power,  and  I believe  we  could  win 
out  in  grand  shape.  Let  the  various  labor  or- 
ganizations nominate  the  man  that  they  know  to 
be  the  friend  of  labor,  and  let  the  laboring  class 
of  people  stick  together  and  elect  him.  I helped 
to  elect  one  president  in  my  time,  and  remained 
out  of  employment  the  entire  four  years,  not 
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making  a living  either  year,  and  consequently  the 
last  state  of  this  man  was  worse  than  the  first. 
Are  we  not  all  brothers?  Then  let  us  all  pull 
one  string. 

I heartily  agree  that  we  should  have  something 
for  handling  U.  S.  mail  and  W.  U.  business. 
Since  I have  been  employed  as  agent  on  different 
roads,  I have  had  to  feel  down  in  my  jeans  three 
or  four  times  and  dig  up  a silver  dollar  to  pay 
for  some  mail  failure,  yet  I never  have  drawn 
a penny  for  that  service.  I believe  they  should 
pay  us  or  cut  it  out. 

Well,  as  I am  a poor  writer,  a poor  speller,  and 
financially  a poor  man,  I will  not  ask  for  any 
more  space.  Hoping  that  this  will  get  through 
and  prove  of  interest  to  some  one,  I remain. 

Cert.  226. 


Seaboard  Air  Line. 

First  Division • — 

As  our  division  correspondent  failed  to  attend 
our  regular  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Norlina, 
night  of  August  13th,  and  for  fear  no  one  else 
will  write  it  up,  I will  do  the  best  I can. 

Upon  arrival  at  Norlina,  we  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  Parker  over  a circuitous  route,  covered 
with  side  tracks,  coal  bins,  switch  frogs,  stumps, 
etc.,  until  we  arrived,  out  of  breath,  but  not  out 
of  humor,  at  the  door  of  a pretty  little  chapel, 
where  we  are  to  hold  our  future  meetings — at 
least  we  are  to,  if  we  will  be  good.  Bro.  Parker 
got  down  on  his  knees  and  searched  around  under 
the  steps  until  he  found  the  key,  which  had  been 
hidden  there  in  the  good  old-fashioned  way,  with 
which  he  opened  the  door  and  let  us  in.  By  the 
way,  boys,  did  you  notice  how  awkward  and  un- 
familiar he  was  about  kneeling? 

Bro.  W.  R.  Vaughan,  our  worthy  chief  teleg- 
rapher. being  absent,  the  meeting  was  opened  by 
Bro.  C.  F.  Carlton,  our  first  vice-chief  telegra- 
pher. The  meeting,  while  not  so  well  attended 
as  usual,  was  a very  enjoyable  one.  Bro.  Abbitt, 
having  previously  resigned,  as  he  has  gone  into 
other  business,  has  in  his  stead  an  efficient  suc- 
cessor in  the  person  of  Bro.  F.  O.  Gumming.  He 
is  an  exceptionally  earnest  worker,  loyal  to  his 
Order  and  to  his  fellow  man.  Now,  brother 
telegraphers,  this  man  is  laboring  with  unstinted 
energy  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Order,  which 
means  that  he  is  laboring  for  you  and  for  me. 
Let  us  help  to  hold  up  his  hands.  Let  us  be 
willing  to  do  any  little  thing  that  comes  in  our 
way  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause,  and  if 
something  does  not  come  our  way,  don’t  wait,  but 
look  around  and  find  something.  One  of  the 
first  and  best  things  is  to  keep  up  your  dues. 
Don't  let  one  card  expire  before  arranging  for 
another.  Then  attend  the  meetings. 

Mr.  Hix,  our  superintendent,  has  expressed  him- 
self as  perfectly  willing  to  allow  half  the  men 
at  a time,  to  attend  these  meetings,  and  to  furnish 
passes,  with  the  understanding  that  we  ask  per- 
mission from  his  office  and  request  transportation 
a reasonable  length  of  time  ahead.  What  more 
could  wc  ask  for?  Some  of  you  boys  will  have 


to  put  up  a pretty  stiff  excuse,  or  turn  in  that 
25  cents,  I’m  thinking. 

Well,  we  had  one  application  for  membership, 
and  now  Bro.  R.  H.  Eastman,  who  is  doing  the 
night  stunt  at  Norlina,  is  one  of  us.  Dick  is  a 
good  boy,  and  will  make  a good  member. 

I’ve  often  heard  of  “the  meanest  man,”  such 
as  the  one  who  used  a wart  on  his 
neck  to  save  expense  for  a collar  button, 
the  one  who  pastured  a goat  on  his  grandmother’s 
grave,  and  many  others,  but  the  member  who, 
after  being  thoroughly  awakened  in  bed  at  the 
hotel,  began  to  dress  and  then  went  back  to  bed 
to  sleep,  rather  than  attend  the  meeting,  takes  the 
cake.  I hope  Bro.  Vaughan  will  fine  him  $5. 
In  fact,  I’d  like  to  help  hang  him. 

But  I am  flying  switches.  We  hope  Bro. 
Vaughan  will  9oon  be  well,  and  be  with  us  next 
time.  We  had  some  good  talks  from  Bros.  Carl- 
ton, Parker,  Cumming,  and  others.  Think  up 
some  subject,  boys,  and  give  us  a talk  when  we 
meet  again.  It’s  the  very  life  of  the  meeting. 

Don’t  forget  to  be  on  hand  October  8th.  I had 
forgotten  to  state  that  Bro.  J.  S.  Vaughan  was 
elected  local  secretary  and  treasurer  in  place  of 
Bro.  Cumming.  Bro.  J.  T.  Benn,  one  of  our 
faithful  workers,  was  made  outside  sentinel,  vice 
Bro.  Vaughan.  Come  on  brethren,  and  get  ac- 
quainted with  the  goat.  He  will  be  there  to  the 
time  of 

’Rah I ’Rah!  “73.” 

’Rah!  ’Rah!  for  O.  R.  T. 

ClRT.  333. 


Second  Division — 

After  such  a long  period  of  depression,  the 
second  division  has  taken  on  life  and  renewed 
energy.  We  held  a small  but  enthusiastic  meet- 
ing in  Hamlet  Sunday,  August  14th.  We  will 
arrange  to  hold  next  meeting  on  Saturday  night. 
This  will  enable  more  to  attend.  All  present 
agreed  to  do  some  individual  missionary  work  on 
the  nons  in  their  locality,  and  we  will  make  an 
effort  to  get  every  non  on  this  division  in  line 
by  October  1st. 

While  our  recent  schedule  did  not  benefit  all, 
it  was  very  satisfactory,  and  have  had  but  little 
complaint.  We  should  show  our  appreciation  of 
consideration  recently  shown  us  by  our  superin- 
tendent and  chief  in  handling  the  matters  under 
discussion  which  arose  from  misunderstanding 
of  overtime  and  switch  lamp  clause,  by  even  more 
faith f ul  seiviee  and  strict  attention  to  duties. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  .at  Pates,  says  he  can’t  take  the 
oath  we  require  for  membership,  as  he  is  consid- 
ering an  appointment  as  “professor”  in  a business 
college.  He  is  enjoying  an  increase  of  $5  per 
month  now,  which  was  secured  through  the  efforts 
of  the  O.  R.  T.  We  are  sorry  he  fails  to  see  the 
error  of  his  way.  Wc  have  endeavored  faithfully 
for  six  months  to  show  him. 


We  hope  to  have  a better  report  next  month. 
Let  every  member  try  his  best  to  land  a non. 

J.  E.  C 
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Fourth  Division — 

We  are  all  contemplating  having  a large  crowd 
present  at  our  meeting  to  be  held  in  Savannah, 
Sunday  28th.  We  have  some  important  work, 
and  I feel  that  we  will  meet  with  much  success. 

We  have  several  nons  on  this  division  who 
seem  to  know  the  right.  They  all  promise  to 
have  application  blanks  in  before  the  28th.  We 
trust  that  there  will  be  no  failure  on  their  part. 
These  nons  are  all  newcomers,  and  seem  to  be 
interested  in  the  work.  Now,  boys,  let  us  see 
if  you  are  in  earnest.  Send  in  your  blanks  with 
necessary  remittance,  and  soon  receive  an  up-to- 
date  card. 

We  have  had  no  changes  recently  on  our  line, 
everybody  seems  satisfied,  and  hard  at  work. 

I have  nothing  more  to  say,  except  that  I must 
insist  on  all  getting  down  to  business.  All  pull 
together,  and  continue  to  improve  our  condition. 

W.  S. 


Southern  Ry. 

Birmingham  Division — 

It  seems  strange  that  as  many  Order  men  as 
we  have  here  now  that  we  can  not  ask  for  a sched- 
ule. While  there  are  a great  many  nons,  yet  I 
believe  that  the  most  of  them  would  join  if  some 
good  O.  R.  T.  brother  would  just  approach  them 
with  the  application  blanks.  I for  one  am  writ- 
ing for  an  organizer  to  be  appointed,  and  every 
member  on  the  division  assessed  so  much  per 
month  to  pay  him. 

I sent  application  blanks  to  one  non  in  May 
it  was  filled  out,  and  sent  in.  But  the  most  of  them 
want  to  wait  until  pay  day,  and  then  they  are  no 
nearer  than  before.  There  are  students  at  several 
places  that  should* be  plowing. 

I know  from  experience  what  it  is  to  be  re- 
lieved by  one  of  these  students,  while  sick.  I 
centainly  don’t  want  any  more  student  relief  if 
I can  help  it. 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  should 
have  plenty  of  attention.  It  is  the  only  corpora- 
tion that  I know  of  that  always  issues  a debit 
error  sheet.  If  it  has  ever  asked  a telegrapher 
to  take  credit  for  an  over  remittance  I don’t 
know  it. 

I would  like  to  see  letters  in  The  Telegrapher 
every  month  from  the  Southern,  but  they  are  few 
and  far  between.  Can  any  brother  suggest  any 
plan  whereby  the  Order  on  the  Southern  can  be 
benefited?  If  this  appears  in  print  I will  come 
again.  Cert.  8051. 


C.  & O.  Ry. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members , Division  40: 

The  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  have  prac- 
tically a solid  organization  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railway,  only  a few  non-members  on  the 
road.  It  can  be  truly  said  the  C.  & O.  is  a union 
road,  and  the  labor  employed  is  union.  We  have 
contended  for  years  that  union  labor  is  the  only 
really  reliable  labor  than  can  be  hired,  and  the 
successful  handling  of  trains  over  this  road  proves 


the  assertion.  Our  members  have  guarded  the  in- 
terest of  the  company,  and  shown  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a few  cases  that  they  were  wide-awake, 
honest  and  trustworthy.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
company  has  recognized  this  fact,  and  increased 
the  wages  of  the  telegraphers,  besides  granting 
better  working  conditions.  vVe  believe  the  teleg- 
raphers can  give  even  better  service,  and  the 
company  better  salaries. 

The  organization  has  just  begun  to  show  its 
powerful  strength  and  influence,  but  if  it  is  to 
continue  to  prosper,  it  must  use  this  strength  and 
influence  for  good,  and  not  to  bully  nor  be 
tyrannical.  It  must  give  and  take,  and  be  reason- 
able in  all  its  dealings.  The  agents  and  telegra- 
phers are  not  paid  for  their  service  in  proportion 
to  other  classes  of  labor,  but  we  should  compare 
the  present  rate  of  pay  with  the  conditions  which 
existed  ten  years  ago.  We  have  advanced  step 
by  step,  and  if  the  telegraphers  will  remain  loyal 
to  their  organization  in  a few  more  we  will  secure 
conditions  and  salaries  equal  to.  other  skilled 
labor. 

The  right  to  demand  better  salaries  must  be  act- 
uated by  superior  labor,  not  “eye  service,”  nor 
lack  of  interest  in  our  employers’  welfare,  but  a 
desire  to  see  that  every  instruction  is  carried  out. 

W'e  should  be  quick  to  answer  our  calls,  neat 
and  accurate  in  our  work,  and  prompt  in  handling 
the  business  assigned  us;  courteous  to  the  public, 
also  the  officials,  gaining  the  good  will  of  each. 
Then  when  your  committee  request  more  money 
and  better  working  conditions,  the  railway  com- 
pany cannot  afford  to  ignore  our  request. 

Let  us  feel  proud  of  our  organization,  and  strive 
to  maintain  a reputation  that  union  labor  is  the 
best.  Don’t  let  it  be  said  that  the  non-members 
give  better  service  than  our  members.  Let  each 
individual  member  understand  that  he  represents 
the  O.  R.  T.,  and  his  actions  whether  good  or 
bad  will  be  charged  up  to  the  O.  R.  T. 

Again  I would  urge  that  we  stand  together  as 
one  body.  Remember  the  true  saying,  “In  union 
there  is  strength,”  also  “Together  we  stand,  di- 
vided we  fall.”  Let  harmony  and  good  will  pre- 
vail among  our  members,  and  with  our  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  we  shall  reach  the  pinnacle  of  suc- 
cess. Yours  fraternally, 

E.  L.  Stratton, 

General  Chairman. 


Peninsula  Division — 

I have  been  waiting  a long  time  to  see  some- 
thing in  our  journal  from  some  one  of  our  good 
brothers  on  this  noble  old  pike,  but  have  looked 
in  vain.  Nw,  brothers,  wake  up.  I know  there 
must  be  enough  good  O.  R.  T.  boys  on  the  Penin- 
sula to  write  something  for  the  journal  every 
month,  so  we  would  know  what  is  going  on.  I 
am  not  much  at  this  biz,  but  will  try  it  once  any- 
way. 

There  is  Bro.  Robertson,  at  “FG.”  He  is  an 
old-timer,  and  could  tell  us  all  about  it.  Would 
like  to  see  something  in  next  month’s  journal  from 
you. 
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Bro.  Quarles,  from  Roxbury,  has  taken  a trip 
to  the  World’s  Fair.  We  all  wish  him  a good 
time.  Was  relieved  by  Bro.  Marston. 

Bro.  Ruffner,  from  Walkers’  is  spending  a few 
weeks  at  home  in  Gordonsville,  relieved  by  Mr. 
Allen.  He  will  be  in  the  band  wagon  soon,  and 
also  a non  at  “JM,”  nights,  and  day  man  at 
N.  Y.  Cabin  Mr.  Nons,  you  had  better  come 
to  the  front  while  the  ball  is  rolling.  The  old 
peninsula  is  getting  solid,  and  it  won’t  be  very 
long,  judging  from  the  way  our  faithful  chair- 
man, Bro.  Baber,  is  after  them. 

Bro.  Stratton  will  be  with  us  next  meeting. 
Think  I can  look  for  a full  house  that  night,  sure. 

Think  Bro.  Joe  Colley,  from  “R”  cabin,  will 
be  there.  He  is  a pretty  big  fellow,  but  it  is 
his  first  time.  Better  get  that  big  goat. 

Would  like  to  see  some  of  the  boys  from  the 
Piedmont  division  up  too.  Would  also  like  to 
hear  something  from  them.  I am  not  acquainted 
with  any  of  the  boys  on  that  division,  so  can’t  say 
much  about  it.  Cert.  842. 


B.  & O.  Ry. 

Cleveland  Division — 

A meeting  called  by  local  chairman,  Bro.  McCoy, 
held  at  Massillon,  O.,  August  19th,  with  a slight 
attendance.  Quite  a number  of  the  brothers  who 
promised  to  be  with  us  failed  to  show  up.  Of 
the  several  meetings  held  on  this  division  the  at- 
tendance is  not  what  it  should  have  been,  and 
our  worthy  chairman,  who  is  putting  forth  all 
effort  to  bring  the  boys  together,  and  meeting 
with  such  poor  success  as  our  last  meet,  has  about 
concluded  we  are  not  to  continue  further  meetings. 
Can  not  understand  why  the  boys  from  east  end 
will  not  turn  out.  There  certainly  is  no  excuse 
as  far  as  train  accommodations  or  relief  goes. 
Every  brother  on  either  east  or  west  end  can 
leave  his  office  on  trains  after  working  hours,  and 
reach  meeting  place  before  meeting  is  called  to 
order,  also  return  to  his  office  the  following  morn- 
ing not  later  than  7:30  or  8 o’clock.  Would  be 
very  glad  to  see  you  all,  and  sincerely  hope  the 
brothers  who  can  possibly  attend  will  show  enough 
interest  in  their  own  welfare  to  attend  our  next 
meeting. 

Am  unable  to  give  much  information  as  to 
changes. 

Bro.  Sullivan,  who  worked  few  nights  at  Beach 
City,  has  returned  to  his  old  job.  Canal  Dover, 
days. 

Bro.  Mitchell,  now  working  days  at  "BN”  office, 
formerly  Kirkwood,  nights. 

Bro.  Tom  Ellis,  of  Tunnel  Siding,  is  transferred 
to  Flushing,  days. 

Bro.  Lucas,  “ND”  tower,  days,  to  Beach  City, 
nights. 

A new  office  has  been  installed  east  end  of 
Halloway  yards.  Do  not  know  men  there. 

Valley  is  getting  strong  under  able  efforts  of 
Bro.  Curtis.  Keep  the  good  work  up. 

Bro.  J.  G.  McPeak,  Lester,  days,  taking  leave 
of  absence  for  ten  days.  Opr.  Herr  relieved  him. 
Understand  Mr.  Herr  is  to  be  with  us  pay  day. 


Organizer  Ansley  passed  over  line  last  week. 
Bro.  Orahood  transferred  Seville,  nights,  to 
“ND,”  days. 

Here’s  hoping  my  attempt  will  cause  some  one 
else  to  represent  this  division  in  next  issue. 

Cert.  341. 


Cumberland  Division — 

West  end  Cumberland  System  Division  33,  was 
convened  at  Oakland,  Md.,  August  15th.  Bro. 
C.  M.  Pennington,  local  chairman,  handled  the 
gavel,  and  brought  the  house  to  order  about  9 
o’clock  p.  m.  The  crowd  was  quite  large  and 
enthusiastic,  all  chuck  full  of  O.  R.  T.  business, 
and  eager  to  make  things  right  that  had  taken 
a wrong  turn,  since  such  gathering  of  the  old- 
times  had  come  together.  But  there  seemed  to  be 
some  oversight  about  the  running  orders  or  time 
each  one  was  to  consume  in  making  his  pull  in 
place,  as  there  were  a great  many  head-on  col- 
lisions. 

All  seemed  fairly  well  satisfied  with  Oakland 
being  the  proper  place  to  meet.  Much  credit 
is  due  Chairman  Pennington  for  selecting  this 
point  so  convenient  for  all  members  to  reach. 

I think  all  brothers  are  determined  and  re- 
liable, so  in  future  we  are  going  to  try  and  hold 
our  own,  and  make  this  division  up  to  date  in  all 
things.  We  are  not  like  the  ox,  willing  to  be 
hammered  about  any  old  way,  while  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life  are  soaring  up.  We  mean  to  have 
our  wages  go  likewise,  as  he  who  reads  the 
market  prices  can  plainly  see  all  the  commodities 
of  life  are  on  the  rise,  and  when  we  turn  again 
to  other  columns  of  the  great  dailies  we  see  great 
reduction  in  wages,  strikes  and  lockouts,  men 
fighting  for  their  rightful  earnings. 

Wanderer’s  article  is  an  eye-opener.  Many  are 
willing  to  cease  talking,  and  act  just  as  soon  as 
it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  at  our  next  grand  convention,  as  we  feel 
there  must  be  a national  move  or  action  of  two  or 
three  trunk  lines  running  parallel  to  each  other, 
as  we  are  getting  tired  of  superintendents  saying 
the  other  lines  are  not  paying  more  that  join  us 
side  by  side.  Further  discussion  will  shape  things 
for  action  before  the  grand  convention,  if  such 
action  is  not  taken  soon.  Now  is  the  time  for  all 
local  chairmen  to  call  a meeting  every  month 
on  their  respective  divisions,  and  post  up  and 
discuss  the  laws  of  the  Order  governing  all  things, 
and  be  prepared  to  act,  and  thus  save  trouble 
and  time  at  meetings,  as  the  more  we  are  en- 
lightened the  better  we  will  succeed. 

Cert.  1017. 


* Frisco  System. 

K.  C.,  M.  & B.  Division — 


Well,  boys,  what's  wrong?  Never  sec  or  hear 
a word  from  any  of  you.  Are  we  going  to  get 
dead  on  the  Order  and  our  jobs  too?  Why  don’t 
we  all  stby  awake  and  keep  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  in  a body  and  see  to  it  that  we  keep  things 
lively?  There’s  no  good  in  getting  the  blues  and 
dropping  our  heads  and  looking  as  though  we  are 
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ashamed  or  afraid  somebody  will  see  us.  I ex- 
pect there  are  several  of  us  feeling  a little  dis- 
couraged over  being  disappointed  in  not  yet  get- 
ting our  schedule  revised  and  an  increase  in  our 
salaries,  which  we  are  in  need  of  and  justly  en- 
titled to.  We  all  need  it  and  know  <we  should 
have  it  and  can  get  it.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
stick  together,  discharge  our  duties  for  the  Company 
in  a satisfactory  manner  and  victory  is  ours.  If  we 
can  not  or  will  not  do  this,  we  may  just  as  well 
drop  back  in  the  old  rut  we  were  in  six  or  eight 
years  ago,  and  hammer  along  on  $35  or  $45  per 
month,  when  we  should  be  receiving  for  our 
services  $50  to  $75  per  month.. 

What  are  we  going  to  do?  I say  stick  together, 
be  energetic  business  men,  demand  what  to  us 
rightly  belongs,  and  we  will  get  fair  treatment. 
Wake  up,  boys,  wake  up,  and  don’t  say,  “well, 
why  don’t  you,  or  why  don’t  they  do  something?’’ 
Can’t  you  do  something  yourself?  Don’t  wait  for 
somebody  else  to  do  your  part. 

P.  A.  F.  Ingle. 


Western  Division — 

Bro.  Geo.  Bond  is  off  on  vacation. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Adams  now  has  night  trick  at  Joplin. 

E.  E.  Goodpasture,  whose  application  is  on  file, 
is  now  at  Baxter  at  night. 

A.  Maddox,  formerly  Katy’s  night  operator  at 
Columbus,  is  now  doing  owl  work  at  our  station 
at  that  place. 

Bro.  Schofield,  formerly  of  the  Katy  days,  Os- 
wego, is  at  present  nights  with  us  at  Oswego, 
relieving  Bro.  Wykoff,  who  is  digging  into  other 
affairs. 

Bro.  W.  B.  Smith,  days,  Cherryvale,  took  in  the 
Fair  during  the  first  of  the  month,  being  relieved 
by  Schofield  from  the  Katy. 

R.  W.  Marshall  and  E.  H.  Blackwell,  two  sensi- 
ble members,  took  in  the  reunion  at  Cherryvale, 
They  also  made  a trip  to  Joplin  with  an  inspection 
party.  Sanitary  conditions  existed  with  all. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Landrum,  Fall  River,  is  laying  off, 
starting  out  by  butting  into  Kansas  City.  He  ex- 
pects to  be  gone  two  or  three  weeks. 

Bro.  Luke  Bolander  is  owling  at  Wichita. 
Bro.  Z.  Davis  days.  Correspondent. 


Illinois  Central  Ry. 

Freeport  Division — 

The  Freeport  Division  of  System  Division  No. 
93,  held  a meeting  at  Freeport  on  August  nth, 
with  a total  attendance  of  thirty-one  members.  A 
slight  increase  over  previous  meetings.  But  that 
can  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
our  General  Chairman  was  there  and  most  of  the 
boys  have  not  seen  “our  Jack’*  before.  They 
wished  to  see  him  and  hear  what  he  had  to  say. 
That  they  were  all  satisfied  there  is  no  question. 
For  the  hour  and  a half  that  he  talked  you  could 
have  heard  a pin  drop.  The  boys  were  all  atten- 
tion. They  seemed  to  want  to  know  just  how  good 
the  Order  is  to  them.  Brother  Dcrmody  talked 
most  on  the  different  grievances  that  had  come  to 


him  for  adjustment.  He  explained  what  the 
grievance  was  and  how  it  was  settled.  By  adding 
a little  humor,  his  talk  was  intensely  interesting, 
and  we  would  all  be  glad  to  have  him  come  every 
meeting.  One  thing  he  referred  to  in  particular 
I wish  to  call  to  the  attention  of  aJl  the  members 
of  not  only  Division  93,  but  every  Division  of  this 
Order.  There  are  a lot  of  members  that  hold 
cards  in  the  Grand  Division  and  think  it  quite  an 
honor  to  belong  to  the  Grand,  but  they  do  not 
stop  to  think  that  they  are  of  no  benefit  to  Di 
vision  93,  yet  they  are  working  for  the  Illinois 
Central  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  conditions 
that  this  Division  has  obtained  on  the  Central. 
Some  are  enjoying  a raise  of  from  five  to  ten 
dollars,  and  have  not  paid  one  cent  into  93’s 
treasury.  The  proper  way  for  all  brothers  that 
are  working  for  the  Illinois  Central,  which  is 
under  Division  93,  and  who  hold  cards  in  the 
Grand  Division,  or  some  other  Division,  is  to 
transfer  to  System  Division  93  and  pay  their  dues 
to  our  treasurer.  In  that  way  you  give  the  bene- 
fit to  the  division  that  has  benefited  you.  If  you 
should  leave  the  central  and  go  to  another  road, 
then  the  proper  thing  for  you  to  do  is  to  trans- 
fer to  the  Division  that  covers  that  road  and 
give  your  support  to  the  Division  that  got  the 
better  working  conditions  on  that  road.  If  you 
are  working  for  the  Central,  then  give  your  sup- 
port to  System  Division  93.  Simply  give  your 
certificate  and  card  number  and  say  to  which 
Division  you  wish  to  be  transferred  to,  send  it  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  there- 
after pay  your  dues  to  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Division  transferred  to.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  all  members  will  attend  to  this  matter  at 
once. 

Of  the  thirty-one  brothers  present,  the  east  end 
brought  in  the  most  They  always  do.  Presume 
because  they  are  solid.  The  south  end  turned  out 
eight,  the  most  they  have  ever  been  able  to  raise. 
Several  from  the  branches  and  two  from  the  Du- 
buque Division.  In  all  a very  good  looking  crowd. 
One  thing  about  these  meetings,  we  always  learn 
something  new,  something  to  benefit  us.  Every 
one  seems  to  have  a little  grievance  of  some  kind, 
and  by  comparing  notes,  we  find  that  some  get 
what  another  man  is  turned  down  on.  Shows  that 
all  are  not  treated  exactly  alike.  Some  get  paid 
for  scrubbing — some  don’t.  Some  get  paid  for 
overtime  that  another  is  refused  for  the  same 
identical  thing.  Brothers,  hereafter,  when  you  get 
a decision  you  don’t  like,  send  it  to  the  superin- 
tendent, and  if  still  unsatisfied,  forward  it  to  the 
Local  Chairman  for  his  consideration.  In  this  way 
you  will  save  lots  of  quarters  that  you  are  losing 
now.  Don’t  drop  it  until  the  Local  Chairman  has 
given  his  decision,  which  will  make  you  entirely 
satisfied.  Many  questions  were  brought  up  by  the 
brothers  present  and  decided.  The  meeting  ad- 
journed at  one-thirty,  and  all  went  home  in  a 
good  humor.  Some  with  a few  smiles. 

The  Local  Chairman  of  the  Dubuque  Division 
F.  W.  Lacy,  was  with  us,  and  gave  us  quite  an 
interesting  talk  on  various  points.  Particularly  on 
the  prompt  answering  of  the  wire. 
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Brother  W.  VV.  Tnwmball,  of  Division  76,  was 
with  us  and  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  how 
things  were  progressing  on  the  C.  & N.  W.,  and 
gave  a special  invitation  to  all  93  brothers  to  at- 
tend their  meetings  the  third  Saturday  of  every 
month  at  Dixon,  111.  A good  time  for  all  that  go. 

Brother  Kelly,  night  owl  at  El  Paso,  traveled 
242  miles  to  atfend  the  meeting.  This  ought  to 
make  some  of  the  brothers  feel  ashamed.  Next 
to  that  come  Brother  Roberts,  198  miles.  All  the 
rest  were  inside  of  that. 

Brother  Green  was  there.  Brought  his  wife 
along  to  keep  him  straight.  Ikey  had  a grievance 
and  was  sore.  Ikey  wired  the  baggagemaster  on 
“36”  if  he  had  his  pass.  The  answer  was  left  at 
a station  where  there  is  a non  as  relief  agent. 
1 he  answer  was,  “You  were  not  up  when  ‘36’ 
passed;”  and  on  the  train  wire,  too.  Ikey  said  it 
was  a lie.  lie  was  up-stairs.  He  broke  a string 
the  night  before  and  was  tuning  his  violin  while 
his  wife  thumped  the  piano.  Ikey,  don’t  snap 
your  fingers. 

Too  many  brothers  present  to  make  personal 
mention  of  all.  I would  like  to  ask  why  the 
sisters  don’t  get  out  to  meeting?  We  have  several 
on  the  Division,  and  not  one  of  them  have  been 
out  yet.  Gome  out,  sisters.  There  are  several 
single  brothers  that  will  treat  you  right.  In  fact, 
we  will  all  be  good  if  you  will  come. 

“Old  Adam.' 


T.,  H.  & B.  Ry. 

Here  we  are  again,  every  fellow  sending  in  his 
“W.X.”  6:00  a.  m.  each  morning,  and  its  get 
around  boys,  or  be  cut  off  if  you  are  a ferw  min- 
utes late.  I have  come  down  the  track  mornings 
with  both  fists  full  of  chuck,  eating  fast  and 
furious,  run  out  the  “Con  road,”  better  known  as 
Job  Artman’s  side  road;  heard  Job  hollering  at  me, 
“Hurry  up.  Bob!  I hear  No.  1 blowing  for  the 
big  bridge!”  But  I usually  reach  “QS”  office  be- 
fore No.  1 arrives  and  I am  eating  half  the  fore- 
noon. We  always  get  lots  of  time  to  eat  dinner, 
and  must  say,  think  we  telegraphers  and  agents 
on  above  R.  R.  have  the  best  lot  of  dispatchers 
ever  worked  a trick.  I really  think  they  were  all 
made  by  the  O.  R.  T.  machine,  because  they  are 
all  in  sympathy  with  us.  Am  sure  they  w’ill  soon 
fill  out  one  each  of  those  good  blanks  which  make 
us  what  we  are  and  what  nearly  every  telegrapher 
soon  must  be.  We  regret  that  Bro.  R.  P.  Nevills, 
from  Summit,  has  been  sick  so  very  long.  N,  you 
have  had  a pretty  hard  time  of  it,  but  we  all  re- 
joice because  you  are  better  again.  Bro.  Nevills 
has  been  relieved  by  Bro.  H.  D.  Birdsall. 

Bro.  McDonald  relieved  Bro.  Jones  at  Scotland 
last  week. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Staniland  has  been  relieving  Bro. 
Harrington  for  a few  days  at  Vinemont.  Your 
fist  sounds  good  again,  Bro.  S.  Fruit  farming 
must  agree  with  you. 

Our  Brothers  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  Ry.  need  not 
be  afraid  of  any  of  the  T.  H.  & B.  boys  going  out 
there,  as  we  are  heart  and  hand  with  you.  Stay 
with  it,  boys,  because  when  a man  or  men  know  a 


dog  will  and  can  bite,  he  will  certainly  look  out 
for  the  dog. 

Bro.  2517,  in  August  issue  of  journal  says, 
“Imagine  some  of  us  working  and  hearifig  the 
church  bells  ringing  on  Sunday.”  Wonder  what  he 
would  do  if  in  my  place  and  could  not  even  hear 
that  much  ? Set  at  desk  Sundays  and  read  the 
telegraphers’  journal  and  write  letters. 

Cert.  2518. 


Canadian  Pacific  Ry. 

St.  John  Section — 

A meeting  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  St. 
John,  July  17th,  to  discuss  matters  of  importance 
which  we  trust  are  nearly  complete. 

Bro.  Mason  took  the  chair,  and  after  the  election 
of  officers  the  meeting  was  called  to  order,  and  the 
business  in  hand  was  at  once  disposed  of,  the  de- 
cisions arrived  at  being  unanimous.  The  meeting 
was  then  declared  open  for  discussion,  which  was 
heartily  entered  into  by  all  present,  and  a spirit  of 
unanimity  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  meet- 
ing. Bro.  “R..”  rendred  a few  selections  on  the 
piano  during  a brief  intermission.  It  was  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  that  this  meeting  was  the  best  that 
we  have  yet  held. 

After  the  meeting  was  declared  closed,  an  extra 
was  made  up  and  ran  down  grade  at  reduced  speed 
for  a sumptuous  repast  that  was  awaiting  con- 
sumption. There  were  no  signs  of  consumption  in 
the  party  that  disposed  of  it. 

After  doing  justice  to  the  bill  of  fare,  which 
was  a little  out  of  the  ordinary,  the  Brothers  at 
the  east  end  kindly  escorted  us  to  Rockwood  Park, 
and  thence  to  Bay  Shore,  where  we  encountered 
a fog,  which  was  playing  havoc  with  crimps  and 
frizzes,  and  afforded  no  little  amusement  to  the 
blue-coats  who  held  back  the  multitude  until  we 
alighted  from  the  electric  car.  Anyway,  we  aired 
ourselves  at  the  beach  and  felt  very  much  bene- 
fited by  the  invigorating  atmosphere.  A trip  down 
the  track  brought  us  to  the  ferry,  which  was 
boarded  on  the  run  for  the  city.  A very  enjoyable 
supper  at  the  Grand  Union  brought  this  memor- 
able meeting  to  a close.  But  the  end  was  not  yet. 
The  Brothers  traveling  on  the  train,  being  fully 
equal  to  the  occasion,  a very  choice  selection  of 
songs  and  speeches  were  indulged  in  enroute,  and 
we  were  loath  to  part. 

It  was  intimated  that  the  next  meet  would  be 
at  Me  Adam,  but  owing  to  train  service,  it  is 
feared  a small  muster  would  result. 

Our  former  appointed  correspondent,  who  took 
in  everything  excepting  the  welfare,  or  rather 
the  correspondence  assigned  to  him,  now  “Wiles” 
away  his  time  across  the  border.  His  absence  is 
not  felt,  but  a lesson  is  left  behind.  Let  us  hope 
we  won’t  have  to  learn  it.  The  way  of  the  trans- 
gressor is  hard. 

There  are  two  outsiders  awaiting  special  treat- 
ment. I feel  pretty  confident  of  one  making  his 
“Will”  and  the  other  ought  to  be  floated  without 
the  aid  of  a Tug. 

Cert.  1738. 
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Canadian  Northern  Ry. 

Good  morning!  Just  a few  ideas  from  the  West, 
where  (as  everywhere  else)  we  telegraphers  are 
looking  for — well,  for  more  dividends  and  better 
conditions  of  enjoying  life. 

In  this  respect  we  are  just  exactly  similar  to 
the  railway  stockholders,  officials,  etc.,  who  have 
their  capital  invested  and  are  doing  their  best  for 
plans  to  squeeze  out  as  high  a dividend  as  pos- 
sible. Surely,  now,  they  must  admire  our  wisdom 
in  following  their  example,  as  we  do  when  we 
convene — converse  and  argue  over  plans  for  get- 
ting the  highest  possible  dividend  from  the  invest- 
ment of  our  capital.  The  difference  is  this: 
'Their  capital  is  money— ours  is  experience. 
Their’s  is  a floating,  uncertain  commodity.  Ours* 
is  solid,  substantial  goods.  Figure  from  this  if 
we  have  not  a right  to  some  little  say  in  arrang- 
ing our  dividends.  Well,  I just  guess  yes! 

Now,  to  start;  we  and  they  are  after  higher 
dividends.  Whenever  they  get  a chance  to  fur- 
ther their  aim  by  reducing  expenses  or  in  any 
other  way,  they  do  so;  always  providing  that  their 
patrons  (or  employes)  will  stand  for  the  increased 
rates,  etc.,  etc.,  or  whatever  it  may  be.  The  pub- 
lic are  really  their  employers,  since  it  is  from  them 
the  railroads  make  their  money,  and  a great  deal 
of  precision  is  required  to  handle  them  properly. 

There’s  our  cue.  Follow  their  example.  We 
must  make  our  chances  and  make  them  in  such  a 
way  that  our  (patrons  if  you  will)  or  employers 
will  have  no  other  alternative  but  to  stand  for 
them. 

We  don’t  want  to  frighten  them,  but  give  them 
to  understand  that  if  our  capital  invested  cannot 
draw  a paying  dividend,  we  will  have  to  with- 
draw it  and  invest  in  other  stocks. 

Just  suppose  that  a grand  schedule,  covering  the 
whole  of  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
were  produced,  and  a copy  sent  to  every  O.  R.  T. 
man.  who  would  be  compelled  to  acknowledge 
receipt  promptly.  This  schedule  to  cover  every 
road  in  the  mentioned  territory,  and  each  road  to 
have  conditions  suitable  to  the  district,  proper 
committees  of  course,  elected  to  do  this  ar- 
ranging. Then  fix  a date  far  enough  ahead  to 
avoid  any  hitch,  and  have  each  individual  O.  R.  T. 
man  write  his  superintendent  on  the  same  day;  or 
better,  have  each  letter  forwarded  a day  or  so 
previous  to  some  good  man  near  the  superintend- 
ent’s headquarters,  so  that  there  would  he  no  pos- 
sibility of  a single  letter  not  reaching  him.  These 
lettrs  to  contain  a statement  of  salary  and  con- 
ditions required  as  per  your  grand  schedule,  and 
saying  that  unless  in  three  days  you  received  a 
signed  contract  that  these  conditions  would  in 
future  govern,  you  would  find  it  necessary  to 
resign.  Or  the  statement  you  enclose  might  be 
made  up  in  the  form  of  a contract  for  the  superin- 
tendent to  sign.  Now,  would  that  not  be  making 
our  chance  without  an  alternative? 

Of  course,  this  non  question  would  be  a draw- 
back; but  when  every  man  cut  dead  the  student 
question,  and  got  red-hot  after  the  nons,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  the  majority  of  the  desirable 
ones  would  be  with  us;  and  the  ones  that  were 


still  out  would  be  the  scum  and  useless  articles 
that  could  do  no  harm  anyway.  Then  put  pro- 
tecting clauses  in  the  schedules,  i.  No  O.  R.  T. 
man  can  be  discharged  without  good  and  definite 
reasons.  This  would  prevent  them  from  filling  up 
any  one  division  or  road  with  nons.  Non-mem- 
bers may  be  dealt  with  as  the  company  sees  fit. 
It  would  then  be  in  the  company’s  interest  to  get 
nons  and  pay  them  any  old  thing.  This,  then, 
would  make  them  flock  to  the  Order.  We  would 
subject  them  to  a rigid  examination,  deduct  a 
percentage,  or  the  whole  of  their  increase  thus 
gained,  for  a stated  time,  and  place  it  in  the  re- 
serve, thus  getting  back  at  them. 

If  the  plan  is  practicable,  would  like  to  see  it 
discussed. 

A few  other  points  before  I quit.  To  me  it 
seems  that  it  would  be  a grand  thing  for  the 
O.  R.  T.  to  arrange  a system  whereby  they  would 
bond  all  members.  This  would  do  away  with  a 
world  of  grief  and  also  tend  to  increase  the  faith 
and  respect  reposed  in  Order  men.  This  com- 
pany pays  agents’  bonds,  and  the  above  would  be 
a good  inducement  to  get  O.  R.  T.  men. 

Personally,  I am  a couple  of  years  over  the  21 
mark,  but  the  idea  of  cutting  out  the  younger 
operators  does  not  appeal  to  me  as  at  all  reason- 
able. 


These  young  operators  are  naturally  just  start- 
ing, or  at  least  have  not  attained  positions  where 
any  excessive  degree  of  responsibility  is  placed, 
so  why  not  make  a standard  of  competency  for 
which  they  will  have  to  prove  capable.  Would 
this  not  be  more  reasonable?  I certainly  think 
so,  and  venture  to  say  a good  many  of  them 
would  make  a much  better  showing  than  some  of 
the  men  on  the  other  side  of  21.  Put  the  21 
limit  in  force  if  you  will,  but  have  it  so  that  if 
the  telegrapher  holds  an  up-to-date  card,  it  is  a 
guarantee  of  capability,  no  matter  what  age  he  is. 
That  would  put  a damper  on  the  young  students. 
Another  thing  which  is  certainly  an  absurdity  is 
“physical  examination.”  This  would  simply  be  a 
means  for  throwing  away  a lot  of  good  O.  R.  T. 
material,  and  reducing  our  forces,  should  we  sub- 
mit. Need  we  submit?  Shall  we  submit?  No! 
No!!  No!!!  Most  decidedly  No!  If  need  be, 
when  these  good  old  O.  R.  T.  veterans  see  the 
time  when  work  is  no  longer  possible  for  them  as 
a means  of  livelihood,  why  we  will  pension  them 
°ff*  Y\  e young  fellows  won’t  miss  an  assessment 
out  of  the  salary  we  will  be  getting  in  a year  or 
two;  besides,  we  may  come  in  for  a pension  our- 
selves w’hen  we  get  \vorn  out. 

Now,  for  that  $75.  It’s  good.  .Still,  it  don’t 
fill  the  bill.  A per  cent  raise  will  come  nearer 
doing  so,  and  I think  is  the  most  satisfactory  way 
of  going  about  it.  Of  course,  that  $75  will  make 
a good  goal,  and  with  a few  per  cent  raises,  we 
might  reach  it;  always  remembering  that  a $75 
minimum  does  not  limit  the  maximum,  nor  does  it 
include  commissions,  etc;  otherwise  ’twere  useless 
to  me  for  with  salary  $51.50,  commissions  av- 
eraging $8.00,  and  overtime  $15  to  $20.  I would 
then  get  no  raise.  At  the  present  time  we  are  up 
for  something  good,  and  I hope  w’c  will  be  able  to 
record  ;t  shortly. 
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This  road  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  solid.  It 
beats  me  how  a man  can  remain  out  if  he  realizes 
the  benefits  conferred  by  joining  the  Order.  He 
is  then  highly  respected  by  his  brothers.  If  he 
gets  into  some  difficulty,  the  Order  assists  him 
nod  proves  his  innocence,  or  if  guilty  and  dis- 
charged, his  card  carries  him  through.  Why, 
good  gracious,  look  at  the  benefits,  and  how  a 
solid  organization  is  knuckled  down  to  by  the 
officials.  He  is  a dense  being  who  can  realize 
this  and  remain  out.  Something  like  the  pig  that 
saw  a good  supper  through  the  bars  of  an  open 
gate.  Couldn't  step  through  the  gate  and  secure 
it  now,  and  couldn't  see  far  enough  ahead  to  walk 
around  the  end  of  the  open  gate.  However,  even 


that  would  take  a dense  pig;  still,  isn't  that  ex 
actly  these  nons? 

To  conclude.  Boys,  keep  your  dues  paid. 
You  owe  that  duty  to  the  organization  and  to 
your  dependents.  Don't  let  your  policy  be  void 
when  you  suddenly  "shuffle  off  this  mortal  coil" 
by  a few  days  only  having  passed  over  the  time 
allotted  you  for  payment  of  dues.  Make  it  a 
point  to  pay  a month  or  so  ahead.  You'll  find  it 
much  better,  and  everything  will  run  smooth,  so 
that  soon  we  will  exchange  places  with  that  guy. 
the  3d  vice-president. 

May  call  you  up  again  when  the  wires  are  not 
busy,  for  now  I am  yours,  with 

“Qj  “ 
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THE  AUTO-TELEGRAPH  CAR. 

DISTINCT  advance  in  the  field  of 
electrical  communication  may  be 
said  to  have  been  made  with  the 
introduction  of  what  is  known  as  the  auto- 
telegraph car,  a motor  vehicle  of  unique  de- 
sign which  has  just  been  completed  to  the 
order  of  the  U.  S.  War  Department,  says 
Waldon  Fawcett,  in  the  Electrical  Review, 
and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  ac- 
companying illustration.  For  some  time 
p3st  the  administrative  officials  of  the 
American  army,  in  common  with  those  of 
foreign  organizations,  have  been  investigat- 
ing the  subject  of  the  possible  usefulness 
of  the  automobile  in  warfare,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  a determination  to  put  the 
whole  matter  to  a practical  test,  the  new 
auto  car  was  designed  and  constructed  es- 
pecially for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
Signal  Corps. 

Under  existing  military  conditions,  the 
chief  function  of  the  Signal  Corps  is  found 


in  the  erection,  maintenance  and  operation 
of  temporary  or  permanent  military  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  lines  designed  to  keep 
open  communication  between  armed  posts 
or  other  headquarters  and  forces  in  the  field, 
and  it  is  in  this  service  that  the  new  auto 
will  be  chiefly  used.  In  order  to  contribute 
to  its  maximum  usefulness,  the  car  has 
been  so  designed  as  to  not  only  facilitate 
the  rapid  erection  of  telegraph  or  telephone 
lines,  but  also  to  serve  as  a field  telegraph 
station. 

The  automobile  itself  is,  in  design,  very 
similar  to  a heavy  touring  car  of  the  Win- 
ton  type,  with  the  exception  that  the  or- 
dinary style  of  tonneau  has  been  replaced 
by  a special  tonneau  with  seats  along  the 
sides,  the  occupants  of  which  face  each 
other,  and  with  ample  storage  space  for  in- 
struments and  other  equipment.  At  the 
sides  of  the  car  are  racks  on  which  are  car- 
ried lances  and  light  poles  for  use  in  erect- 
ing temporary  overhead  telephone  or  tele- 
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graph  lines  when  other  supports  are  not 
available. 

So  economical  has  been  the  allotment 
of  space  that  the  auto-telegraph  car  is  cap- 
able of  transporting  a surprising  amount  of 
equipment.  This  equipment  also  has  been 
selected  with  a view  to  its  mobility.  For 
instance,  the  Signal  Corps  is  now  making 
use  for  field  lines  of  a wire  so  light  that  a 
reel  of  it  may  be  carried  in  a man's  pocket. 
This  “flying”  telegraph  office  is  equipped 
with  all  the  latest  improvements  in  equip- 
ment, including  “sounders”  especially 
adapted  to  the  receipt  and  transmission  of 
messages  amid  the  clash  of  arms  or  other 
excessive  noise. 

The  detachment  of  Signal  Corps  men  who 
make  the  auto  squad  comprises  eight  or 
nine  men,  including  the  operator  of  the 
automobile,  and  one  or  two  telephone  and 
telegraph  operators.  The  remainder  of  the 
soldiers  are  prepared  to  serve  as  linemen, 
but  their  main  duty  is  to  act  as  an  armed 
guard  for  the  operators  engaged  in  the 
transmission  of  wire  communications.  Of 
course,  these  operators  are  also  armed  and 
prepared  to  take  care  of  themselves  in  the 
event  of  a brush  with  an  enemy. 


MISSOURI,  KANSAS  & TEXAS  RAIL- 
WAY STRIKE. 

HERE  is  practically  no  change  in  the 
situation  in  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
& Texas  Railway  strike.  The  old 
original  strikers  stand  firm,  and  are  reso- 
lute in  their  intention  of  winning  the  fight. 
About  ten  of  their  number  have  listened 
to  the  blandishments  of  the  officials,  and 
have  gone  back  to  work.  The  new  men 
the  company  have  been  able  to  hire  are  of 
the  usual  class  of  camp  followers  that  linger 
around  in  the  neighborhood  of  a battle.  A 
great  number  of  them  are  men  of  dissolute 
habits,  not  eligible  to  any  organization,  in- 
capable of  giving  bond  in  any  responsible 
company,  and  many  of  them  in  such  a de- 
plorable condition  that  no  one  can  be  found 
in  town  to  give  them  board  or  lodging. 

On  this  account,  several  stations  have 
been  closed  for  the  time  being,  much  to  the 
discomfort  of  the  citizens.  At  Savanna. 
I.  T.,  the  company  demolished  the  depot, 
and  erected  another  one  at  Chambers,  a 


side  track  about  three  miles  from  Savanna, 
as  a punishment  for  the  citizens  for  sym- 
pathizing with  the  strikers.  The  following 
item  is  taken  from  a Savanna  newspaper, 
which  is  evidently  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
strikers : 

“While  the  action  of  the  Katy  railroad 
in  demolishing  and  removing  its  depot  at 
Savanna  was  a bit  strenuous,  it  is  a living 
example  of  what  can  be  expected  when  in- 
dividuals attempt  to  coerce  a company  into 
managing  its  affairs  to  suit  the  individual. 

“In  the  Savanna  case  the  railroad  had  no 
fight  on  with  the  town.  It  was  violating 
no  agreement,  contract  or  municipal  law. 

“It  is  almost  amusing  to  believe  the  peo- 
ple at  Savanna  who  brought  their  town 
down  to  a whistling  post  in  one  day,  really 
believed  they  could  intimidate  the  railroad 
corporation  into  seeing  a labor  situation  as 
they  saw  it.  They  might  have  as  well  said 
that  nothing  but  green  cars  should  run 
through  their  town  as  to  declare  that  only 
certain  men  should  be  given  employment 
and  paid  salaries  by  a concern  entirely  in- 
dependent of  their  own  sphere  of  useful- 
ness. 

“It  is  just  such  acts  of  a few  rash,  radical 
and  dangerous  men  who  cause  entire  com- 
munities to  suffer  for  their  commission. 

“It  was  the  railroad’s  own  property  re- 
moved; it  was  the  railroad’s  own  business 
who  should  be  agents  and  operators  there. 

“There  is  not  the  least  bit  of  reason  at- 
tached to  the  action  of  the  men  who  have 
permitted  their  allegiance  to  an  order  to 
run  away  with  their  common  sense.” 

From  this  and  other  clippings,  it  seems 
that  the  Citizens’  Alliance  element  has  been 
brought  into  existence  there  by  the  teleg- 
raphers' strike. 

Bulletins  are  issued  each  day  with  the 
object  of  keeping  the  strikers  and  others 
informed  as  to  the  exact  situation,  and  to 
reprint  a few  of  them  here  is  perhaps  the 
better  way  of  showing  the  exact  situation: 

September  27th. 

The  record  for  the  past  seven  days  shows 
that  we  have  taken  out  of  the  company’s 
employ  sixteen  men;  that  we  have  pre- 
vented from  accepting  employment  twenty- 
four  that  have  been  reported  to  headquar- 
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ters,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  again  that 
have  not  been  reported.  We  have  closed  a 
number  of  the  stations,  and  the  indications 
are  that  we  will  be  successful  in  closing 
a great  many  more  in  the  near  future.  Our 
committees  now  thoroughly  understand 
their  work,  and  will  in  future  make  it 
more  effective  than  ever.  The  company 
has  induced  eight  weak-kneed  individuals 
to  return  to  work  during  the  period  men- 
tioned These  individuals  have  been  quiet- 
ly working  in  the  company’s^  interest  ever 
since  the  strike  began,  but  not  openly;  now 
that  they  have  returned  to  work  there  is 
no  doubt  about  their  character  and  there 
always  was  before. 

Quite  a number  of  members  openly  ex- 
press their  intention  of  relinquishing  all 
claims  on  the  Katy  for  employment  unless 
a satisfactory  settlement  is  reached,  and 
that  very  speedily.  They  will  not  stand 
for  worse  conditions  than  existed  previous 
to  the  trouble,  as  they  had  already  reached 
the  limit  of  endurance. 

Business  generally  shows  very  little  sign 
of  improvement,  although  the  cotton  move- 
ment in  Texas  and  Louisiana  has  picked  up 
a little,  but  compared  with  competing  lines 
it  is  a mere  bagatelle.  The  cotton  crop  is 
so  much  better  than  last  year  that  the  Katy 
is  bound  to  show  an  increase  in  shipments 
over  last  year  for  the  same  period,  although 
in  most  instances  competing  lines  are  tak- 
ing the  lion’s  share  of  the  feast.  All  other 
classes  of  freight  and  the  passenger  business 
have  decreased  quite  considerably,  and  our 
movement  is  scarcely  underway  yet. 

Following  are  taken  from  letters  and  tele- 
grams : 

FROM  WASKOM,  TEXAS. 

“Three  weeks  to-day  and  not  a through 
freight  passed  Waskom,  Texas,  on  Shreve- 
port Division,  and  local  freights  doing  con- 
struction work,  such  as  unloading  sand  and 
ties  with  trains  they  handle.  I have  never 
seen  anything  like  this  during  the  dullest 
part  of  the  year.  They  always  ran  as  much 
as  one  through  freight  a day.  I saw  a 
brakeman  in  Shreveport  looking  for  a job 
(1  knew  him  well),  and  he  told  me  that  he 
had  not  made  his  living  expenses  since  the 
strike,  and  he  was  six  months  old  with  the 
Katy.  He  also  told  me  that  they  were 


going  to  and  had  pulled  off  several  crews 
account  business  so  dull  with  Katy.  This 
sounds  good  to  me.  I knew  that  heretofore 
the  Katy  at  this  time  of  season  have  had 
all  they  could  do.  could  not  furnish  we 
agents  with  enough  box  cars  to  move  the 
business.  Now  you  can  see  empties  most 
anywhere.  I doubt  if  scab  here  is  making 
enough  for  company  to  pay  his  salary;  am 
sure  he  is  not  if  he  is  paid  as  well  as  some 
of  their  scabs.  Not  a bale  of  cotton  has 
Katy  gotten  here  this  season,  and  T.  & P. 
about  700.  Only  one  business  man  in  town 
out  of  seven  that  will  give  them  anything. 
I think  it  strike  is  kept  up  just  as  this  has  in 
past  that  something  will  have  to  *drop’ 
soon. 

“Passenger  trains  from  west  always  one 
to  two  hours  late.  ‘Katy  Flyer’  three  hours 
late  by  here  this  morning,  and  travel  light.” 


FROM  MARTHASVILLE,  MO. 

“Two  brothers  in  charge  of  station  and 
night  office  at  this  point,  the  younger  of 
them,  fourteen  years  of  age.  Was  told  this 
A.  M.  that  the  fourteen-year  man  had  let 
No.  2 go  last  night  without  delivering  an 
order  he  had  that  was  addressed  to  them; 
no  damage  reported. 

“Engineers  all  say  they  approach  curves 
looking  for  head  lights  regardless  of  orders 
they  get.” 

FROM  ATOKA,  I.  T. 

“Stopped  three  men  at  South  McAlesier 
to-day.  Company  put  in  night  man  at 
Caney;  no  other  changes.” 

FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

“Stopped  two,  none  pulled  out,  none  em- 
ployed.” 

FROM  HIGBEE,  MO. 

“The  company  have  abandoned  the  idea 
of  closing  this  station.  We  pulled  a man 
out  here  to-day.” 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

“Stopped  two  here  to-day.” 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Situation  practically  unchanged.  We 
stopped  three  here  yesterday.” 

FROM  ST.  CHARLES,  MO. 

“Stopped  one  man  here  to-night.” 
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From  the  fact  that  a total  of  eleven  men 
were  stopped  from  accepting  employment 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  it  is  to 
be  inferred  the  company  had  a busy  day. 

The  following  letter  was  received  at 
headquarters  yesterday  morning: 

“Washington.  D.  C.,  Sept.  26,  1904. 
Mr.  H.  B.  Perham,  President  Order  of 

Railroad  Telegraphers,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  : 

“Dear  Sir  and  Brother — Among  other 
maters  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  which  was  recently  held 
in  this  city,  was  the  application  made  by 
your  organization  to  place  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  & Texas  Railroad  upon  the  unfair 
list  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

“I  wish  to  say  that  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil decided  that  this  matter  should  take 
the  regular  course,  and  before  final  action 
is  taken  should  be  resubmitted  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council.  In  compliance  with  this 
decision  1 am  taking  the  matter  up  with  Mr. 
J.  W.  Maxwell,  Assistant  General  Mana- 
ger of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Rail- 
road, and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  bring 
about  a satisfactory  adjustment,  and  you 
will  be  advised  further  as  soon  as  reply  is 
received  from  the  company. 

“With  best  wishes,  I am, 

‘‘Fraternally  yours, 

“(Signed)  Samuel  Gompers, 

Pres.  American  Federation  of  Labor  ” 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  company  has 
one  more  chance  to  settle  the  existing  trou- 
bles, and  it  goes  without  saying  that  they 
will  find  our  side  ready  to  do  business  in 
a reasonable  and  proper  manner. 

Should  this  fail,  the  road  will  probably 
go  on  the  unfair  list  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  The  local  unions  and 
other  organizations  in  towns  and  cities 
along  the  lines  of  the  M..  K.  & T.  will  be 
approached  first,  and  the  movement  will 
then  gradually  spread  all  over  the  coun- 
try. 

The  people  generally  are  with  us  in  the 
fight,  and  when  the  matter  is  fully  ex- 
plained to  them,  as  it  will  be,  they  will 
patronize  other  lines  in  preference  to  the 
Katy. 

We  have  had  a similar  movement  against 
the  Santa  Fe  for  over  a year  past,  and  it 


causes  that  immense  concern  to  publish 
such  statements  as  the  following,  which 
appeared  in  yesterday's  dailies : 

“Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe  Railway 
for  August — Gross  earnings  $5,444,334,  de- 
crease $150,398;  operating  expenses  $3,530,- 
484,  increase  $87,454;  net  earnings  $1,913,- 
850,  decrease  $237,852;  taxes  and  rentals 
$190,463,  increase  $41,247;  increase  from 
operating  $1,723,387,  decrease  $279,099. 
From  July  1st  to  August  31st — Gross  earn- 
ings $10,187,170,  decrease  $794,155;  operat- 
ing expenses  $6,916,431,  increase  $50,044; 
net  earnings  $3,270,379,  decrease  $844,199; 
taxes  and  rentals  $386,569.  increase  $47,387 ; 
increase  from  operation  $2,884,170,  decrease 
$891,586.” 

If  they  were  fair  to  organized  labor  their 
increases  would  be  larger  this  year  than  at 
any  time  since  the  company  was  organized. 
It  is  a penny  wise  and  forty  dollar  foolish 
policy.  In  this  struggle  for  justice  for 
labor  it  is  found  that  even  the  capitalists' 
education  on  the  subject  can  be  improved, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  methods  of  improv- 
ing it.  To  attract  his  attention  you  must 
reach  his  pocketbook,  and  to  get  better  re- 
muneration you  must  be  in  position  to  inter- 
fere with  profit  making,  otherwise  he  will 
hog  the  whole  business  and  you  will  have 
a hard  time  to  live. 

If  the  Katy  does  not  see  the  point  now, 
it’s  dollars  to  doughnuts  she  will  before 
many  more  months  have  passed. 

Following  are  excerpts  from  letters  and 
telegrams : 

FROM  DALLAS,  TEXAS. 

“On  Thursday,  September  15th,  Mr.  Joe 
McSwceney  shipped  five  cars  grading  outfit 
from  Bells,  on  M..  K.  & T.,  to  Houston, 
routed  via  Dallas  and  T.  and  N.  O.  The 
shipment  was  delivered  to  the  T.  & N.  O. 
at  Dallas  Thursday,  September  22d,  just 
one  week  after  loading.  When  stock  was 
loaded  the  scabs  at  Bells  did  not  know  how 
to  bill  them,  and  having  no  operator,  he 
waited  for  a passenger  train  and  went  to 
Denison  to  get  a man  to  come  and  bill 
them  out  for  him.  He  had  to  unload  and 
feed  before  leaving  Bells,  and  fed  three 
times  between  Bells  and  Dallas,  a run  or- 
dinarily, of  about  six  or  seven  hours.  Suit 
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for  damages  will  he  filed  on  his  arrival  at 
Houston.” 


FROM  HILLSBORO,  TEXAS.  # 

“Pulled  out  operator  Lancaster  yester- 
day.” 

ANOTHER  FROM  SAME  PLACE. 

“Pulled  out  agent  Fate,  Texas,  and 
helper  at  Rockwall,  Texas.  Trainmaster 
working  at  Italy.” 

FROM  ATOKA,  I.  T. 

“No  men  employed  or  taken  out  last 
twenty- four  hours.” 

FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

“Man  checked  in  at  Brookshire,  pickets 
after  him.  Things  look  good  here,  bums 
balling  up  what  little  business  company 
has.” 

ANOTHER  FROM  SAME  PLACE. 

“Stopped  one  man  to-day.” 

FROM  SEDALIA,  MO. 

“We  stopped  three  yesterday.  Situation 
otherwise  unchanged.” 

Our  committees  are  as  active  as  ever; 
the  strikers  are  in  good  spirits;  the  scabs 
are  getting  tired  of  their  endless  troubles, 
and  the  continued  ill-feeling  against  them 
makes  them  wish  they  were  somewhere 
else. 

September  30th. 

The  close  of  the  second  month  of  the 
telegraphers’  and  station  agents'  strike  on 
the  lines  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas 
Railway  finds  over  go  per  cent  of  the  men 
in  just  as  determined  an  attitude  as  they 
ever  were.  It  is  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able movements  of  the  kind  ever  made 
by  our  class,  and  reflects  credit  on  the 
telegraphers  for  staying  qualities  that  never 
came  to  the  surface  before.  Twenty  years 
ago  a great  number  of  telegraphers  held 
the  opinion  that  a tenacious  organization 
could  never  be  formed,  because  there  were 
not  many  telegraphers  in  one  place,  and 
that  as  they  were  scattered  they  would 
be  lacking  in  enthusiasm  and  esprit  du 
corps.  That  opinion  will  now  have  to  be 
relegated  to  the  region  of  exploded  ideas. 
The  spirit  of  fraternalism  that  was  always 
a feature  among  telegraphers  has  made  the 
organization  what  it  is  and  has  accom- 


plished what  meetings  and  consequent  en- 
thusiasm has  done  for  other  classes.  The 
men  east,  west,  north  and  south  of  the 
Katy  lines  are  taking  a deep  interest  in  the 
struggle,  and  that  interest  will  not  flag 
until  a satisfactory  settlement  is  reached. 
It  is  that  feature  of  it  that  will  eventu- 
ally cause  the  Katy  to  win  out,  because 
they  will  oppose  the  business  interests  of 
the  road  as  long  as  the  struggle  lasts. 

The  company  is  still  trying  its  best  to 
get  competent  telegraphers  to  come  to  its 
assistance,  but  those  few  they  inveigle  into 
accepting  service  immediately  quit  when 
they  find  there  is  a strike  on. 

This  strike  is  going  to  be  won  strictly  on 
its  merits.  The  organization  has  a mon- 
opoly of  the  competent  men,  and  the  out- 
siders, from  the  nature  of  their  work,  would 
hoodoo  the  strongest  company  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  service  is  grow- 
ing with  the  shippers,  and  freight  is  in  con- 
sequence commencing  to  be  diverted  to  com- 
peting lines.  Nothing  but  a satisfactory 
settlement  will  prevent  this  movement  from 
augmenting  daily.  Shippers  are  notifying 
this  office  in  regard  to  carloads  diverted, 
and  these  letters  would  make  interesting 
reading  but  cannot  be  published  for  pru- 
dential reasons. 

Official  changes  are  being  made  on  the 
M.,  K.  & T.  Railway  that  may  have  an 
important  bearing  on  our  case.  It  is  a 
common  impression  among  railway  em- 
ployes that  minor  officials  are  controlling 
the  policy  of  the  company  when  a strike 
is  on.  It  is  natural  enough  that  they  should 
entertain  such  ideas  because  the  minor 
official  is  always  in  evidence,  and  seldom 
fails  in  the  matter  of  impressing  those  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  with  the  breadth 
and  depth  of  his  importance.  But  the  fact 
is  that  the  highest  operating  official  on  the 
road  is  the  one  that  dictates  the  policy 
and  all  others  have  to  do  is  to  carry  it 
out.  Ihis  will  indicate  the  significance  of 
the  following  item  clipped  from  the  St. 
Louis  Globe-Democrat  this  morning.  There 
may  follow  a change  in  policy : 

New  York,  September  29th. 

“At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad 
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Company,  President  H.  C.  Rouse  tendered 
his  resignation  as  president,  retaining,  how- 
ever, his  title  as  chairman  of  the  board. 
Mr.  Rouse  has  planned  a trip  to  India,  and 
will  be  absent  from  this  country  for  an  in- 
definite period.  The  board  elected  Mr.  F. 
N.  Finney,  of  Milwaukee,  one  of  the  di- 
rectors, as  president  of  the  company,  and 
he  will  make  his  headquarters  in  St.  Louis 
and  New  York.  For  many  years  Mr.  Fin- 
ney has  been  in  charge  of  new  construction 
affairs  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas. 
Other  changes  may  be  made  to  provide  for 
the  active  duties  which  Mr.  Rouse  is  now 
relinquishing  in  order  to  go  abroad.” 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted 
September  24th  by  the  Farmers’  Union  at 
Caddo  Mills,  Texas,  and  as  there  is  a 
Farmers’  Union  at  every  crossroad  in 
Texas,  probably  all  of  them  will  take  simi- 
lar action: 

“Having  the  statement  of  the  M.,  K.  & 
T.  Ry.  Co.  and  the  O.  R.  T.  brothers  be- 
fore 11s  to  judge  from,  we,  your  committee, 
decide  the  company  is  in  error,  and  will 
not  deviate  one  point  in  trying  to  adjust 
the  grievance. 

“ Resolved , We,  as  laborers  and  union 
brothers,  do  ask  every  union  brother  to 
assist  in  bringing  about  a settlement,  as 
we  consider  life  and  property  unsafe  in  the 
hands  of  the  majority  of  the  present  oper- 
ators, they  being  gathered  up  on  very  short 
notice  to  fill  the  strikers’  places. 

" Resolved , We  also  condemn  the  action 
taken  by  merchants  of  several  places  in  pe- 
titioning for  scabs. 

“Resolved,  Furthermore,  we  request  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  placed  in  the 
minutes  of  this  lodge,  a copy  furnished  the 
official  organ  of  this  union  for  publication. 

“ Resolved , We  also  ask  that  a copy  be 
sent  to  other  unions  along  the  line  of  the 
M.,  K.  & T.  Ry.” 

Adopted  September  24,  1904,  by  Grand- 
view Union,  No.  224,  Caddo  Mills,  Texas. 

J.  E.  Head, 

Robt.  E.  Butler. 

Committee.  . 


Following  are  excerpts  from  telegrams : 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Situation  remains  about  same.  Patrols 
report  outlook  very  good;  will  go  on  line  ' 
to-morrow,  return  in  evening.  Man  in 
charge.” 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

“Situation  unchanged.  Workers  all  the 
field.  Big  results  expected  here  soon.” 

FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

“Yesterday  we  stopped  one  man,  and 
pulled  out  telegrapher  at  Lockhart  who  has 
been  there  forty-five  days.  Boys  happy.” 

FROM  HILLSBORO,  TEXAS. 

“We  again  closed  telegraph  office  at  Cale 
last  night.” 

October  4th. 

In  their  replies  to  intending  applicants 
the  officials  are  now  stating  that  they  have 
not  seen  any  report  that  the  operators  have 
called  their  strike  off.  But  they  say  as  far 
as  the  railway  company  is  concerned,  it  is 
off.  From  our  point  of  view  the  officials 
are  acting  about  the  same  as  they  did  on 
August  1st,  when  the  strike  was  first  called. 
They  were  then  endeavoring  to  get  men  to 
go  to  work  for  them  by  misrepresenting 
the  facts,  and  they  are  pursuing  that  same 
policy  up  to  the  present  moment. 

There  never  was  a time  when  the  officials 
would  admit  that  a strike  was  on,  and  at 
this  late  date  it  is  not  important  whether 
they  do  or  not. 

There  is  one  thing  certain,  and  that  is 
that  the  actual  money  lost  by  the  company 
in  its  dispute  with  its  telegraphers  and  sta- 
tion agents  will  never  be  recovered,  no 
matter  how  things  are  misrepresented  or 
how  they  juggle  with  their  figures.  They 
may  have  considerable  fun  about  holding 
off  a settlement  and  making  it  unpleasant 
for  telegraphers,  station  agents  and  their 
organization,  but  they  will  pay  the  piper 
when  the  fun  is  over. 

Mr.  Frederick  N.  Finney,  the  newly 
elected  president  of  the  company,  is  in 
St.  Louis,  and  it  is  said  that  he  will  make 
an  inspection  trip  over  the  system.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  he  will  not  overlook  nor 
fail  to  size  up  the  telegraphers  and  station 
agents  now  working  for  the  company.  It 
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would  be  a good  thing  if  he  could  familiar- 
ize himself  with  the  feelings  of  the  mer- 
chants, shippers  and  general  public  along 
the  line  in  regard  to  the  telegraphers’  and 
station  agents'  troubles,  but  all  this  will  be 
carefully  concealed  from  his  notice. 

The  St.  Louis  merchants  are  getting  fa- 
miliar with  the  character  of  the  trouble, 
and  are  making  inquiries  as  to  whether  it 
is  settled  or  not  before  routing  their  ship- 
ments. It  is  difficult  to  estimate  what  the 
company’s  losses  are  on  sympathy  account 
alone. 

Here  are  a few  of  the  telegrams  re- 
ceived : 

FROM  ST.  CHARLES,  MO. 

Stopped  two  men  here  to-day.” 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Stopped  one  man  here  to-day  who  was 
enroute  to  Osage.” 

FROM  ATOKA,  I.  T. 

“We  pulled  night  and  day  man  at  Lehigh 
yesterday.” 

FROM  DENISON,  TEXAS. 

“Stopped  three  men  at  Dallas;  no  change 
on  division;  patrol  men  busy.” 

FROM  DENISON,  TEXAS. 

“Operator  Billy  Redfield  in  relay  office 
here  quit  last  night ; has  worked  eight 
weeks.” 

FROM  SMITHV1LLE,  TEXAS. 

“Stopped  one  operator  to-day,  and  com- 
pany hired  one  Mexican  operator.  Auditor 
making  transfer  at  La  Grange,  relieving 
station  agent  with  an  ex-auditor  named 
Clawson.  Pickets  out  on  line.  Men  in 
good  spirits.” 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Captured  one  here  yesterday.  All  pick- 
ets working  to-day.” 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

“Situation  normal  here.  Station  company 
opened  yesterday  closed  again  to-day. 
Workers  on  all  divisions  with  good  pros- 
pects in  sight.  It’s  an  everyday  occurrence 
to  hear  of  mistakes  in  train  orders,  some 
serious  wrecks  narrowly  averted.” 

October  5th. 

An  old-time  railroad  official  not  con- 
nected with  the  Katy,  was  heard  to  remark 


the  other  day  that  the  Katy  officials  do 
not  know  what  they  are  up  against  He 
said  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  would 
sooner  oppose  any  or  all  the  organizations 
than  that  of  the  telegraphers.  He  reviewed 
some  railroad  history  in  such  vivid  style 
that  he  impressed  his  audience  with  the 
fact  that  he  knew  whereof  he  spoke.  Such 
ideas  will  gain  ground  steadily,  and  perhaps 
some  day  all  hands  will  admit  that  a teleg- 
rapher is  entitled  to  get  a living  out  of  his 
business. 

“Brag  is  a good  dog,  but  Holdfast  is  bet- 
ter.” We  will  not  indulge  in  boastful  ut- 
terances that  might  be  construed  into 
threats ; we  will  not  trade  on  past  per- 
formances, but  we  will  just  ask  our  friends 
to  keep  an  eye  on  the  Katy. 

Other  organizations  may  wilt  under 
strong  opposition,  but  ours  will  not.  We 
have  not  underrated  our  opponent  at  any 
time,  before  the  strike  or  since.  When 
once  the  telegraphers  find  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  go  to  the  extreme  of  striking 
they  may  as  well  conclude  to  be  at  outs 
with  that  company  until  a settlement  is 
made,  without  reference  to  the  time  it  takes 
to  bring  it  about.  As  a general  thing  there 
is  nothing  to  lose  by  following  such  a 
course,  as  the  pay  is  far  too  low  to  furnish 
a decent  living  for  the  majority  of  the 
telegraphers,  although  one  or  two  here  and 
there  may  be  doing  fairly  well. 

If  the  company  continues  its  opposition 
let  the  station  employes  all  over  the  coun- 
try take  a turn  at  it,  and  see  what  they  can 
do  toward  bringing  it  to  time.  Get  all  or- 
ganized labor  and  its  friends  to  take  a 
hand. 

A railroad  company  may  have  millions  of 
dollars  at  its  command,  but  it  cannot  suc- 
cessfully oppose  forty  thousand  men  en- 
gaged in  the  routing  of  freight  and  passen- 
ger traffic,  neither  can  it  overcome  the  op- 
position of  the  affiliated  labor  movement. 

W'itli  such  forces  behind  us  is  there 
any  good  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
put  in  action?  Are  jobs  that  pay  less  than 
ten  cents  per  hour  so  valuable  to  our  class 
that  a fight  once  began  should  ever  cease 
until  conditions  are  changed? 
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Here  are  a few  excerpts  from  letters  and 
telegrams : 

FROM  LEETON,  MO. 

“The  poor  strike  breaker  here  is  worn 
out,  and  says  he  wants  to  go  home,  and 
is  wearily  waiting  for  relief.  I heard  that 
the  scab  at  Chilhowee  had  sent  in  his  resig- 
nation to  take  effect  some  time  ago,  but  it 
is  impossible  for  the  company  to  relieve 
him.  Where  are  all  the  extra  men  if  they 
have  so  many  as  they  claim?” 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

“Since  sending  my  last  traffic  report  I 
have  been  constantly  on  the  road  and  very 
busy,  but  I have  in  the  meantime  kept  my 
eye  upon  the  volume  of  traffic,  both  pas- 
senger and  freight,  and  can  safely  say  that 
with  the  exception  of  fresh  meat  and  live- 
stock, there  has  been  no  increase  in  revenue 
business  at  all.  As  I mentioned  in  former 
statements,  the  livestock  that  is  moving  is 
coming  from  the  Territory,  and  the  fresh 
meat  is  destined  for  points  on  the  M.,  K.  & 
T.  that  cannot  be  reached  via  any  other 
route  without  incurring  a great  increased 
freight  charge  for  detouring.” 

“Took  out  two  first-class  men  at  Gas  and 
La  Harpe,  both  competitive  points.  They 
have  Pinkerton  men  guarding  these  points 
now,  at  a salary  of  $5  each  per  day,  and  a 
liberal  allowance  for  expenses.” 

‘‘A  shipment  of  sheet  zinc  and  ore,  con- 
sisting of  eight  carloads,  has  just  been  di- 
verted from  the  Katy  account  of  poor  serv- 
ice and  inattention  to  business  on  the  part 
of  the  present  agent  at  La  Harpe.” 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Scab  agent  Adair  reported  quit  account 
unable  to  live  on  cheese  and  crackers ; pick- 
ets after  his  relief.  Situation  satisfactory.” 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

“Situation  unchanged  here  to-day.” 

FROM  ATOKA,  I.  T. 

“New  night  man  Lehigh  joined  us  to-night. 
Lehigh  is  without  any  operator.  No  other 
changes  in  territory  to-day.” 

PROM  DENISON,  TEXAS. 

“Pulled  out  one  of  the  old  men  who  had 
returned  to  work.  Stopped  one.” 


FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

“Situation  unchanged  here  to-day.  Have 
sent  six  good  men  to  Denison  to-day,  and 
will  assist  in  pulling  out  the  old  men  who 
returned  to  work  up  there.” 

FROM  ST.  CHARLES,  MO. 

“Stopped  one  man  here  to-night.” 

Three  men  were  stopped  in  St.  Louis. 

The  Katy  men  are  making  a brave  strug- 
gle, and  one  that  puts  all  former  records 
in  the  shade.  It  is  such  stoicism  that  con- 
vinces the  world  that  we  are  entitled  to 
something  more  than  bones  without  meat 


THE  3T.  LOUIS  TERMINAL  STRIKE. 

HE  strike  on  the  St.  Louis  Terminal 
Railroad  Association  lines  is  still  on, 
and  that  company  is  doing  the  best 
it  can  without  the  aid  of  union  telegra- 
phers. 

They  usually  employ  about  sixty-five 
men,  but  as  they  were  never  willing  to 
grant  them  a schedule,  or  even  treat  them 
with  ordinary  consideration,  it  was  at  last 
considered  best  to  prevent  them  from  hav- 
ing the  service  of  skilled  and  intelligent 
men  until  such  time  as  they  could  see  their 
way  clear  to  treat  them  properly.  The 
officials  of  the  company  are  putting  in  a 
good  deal  of  their  time  in  doing  the  or- 
dinary work  of  telegraphers,  and  the  tele- 
phone and  the  tele-autograph  are  being 
used  in  their  stead. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  with  their  present 
service  to  resume  telegraph  business  as  of 
old,  because  the  men  they  have  been  able 
to  secure  are  incompetent. 

The  guards  are  still  kept  around  the  tele- 
graph offices  and  towers  at  a great  expense. 
The  company  have  plenty  of  money  for  this 
purpose,  while  it  could  not  spare  anything 
for  its  telegraphers. 

The  chances  are  that  the  St.  Louis  Ter- 
minal Railroad  Association  will  go  on  the 
telegraphers’  unfair  list  permanently,  with 
the  result  that  no  man  can  work  there  and 
retain  his  membership  in  this  Organization. 
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RAILROAD  ACCIDENT8 

HE  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
/(2)\  in  its  annual  bulletin  showing  the 
number  of  people  killed  and  injured 
for  the  year  past  on  the  several  railroads 
in  the  United  States  shows  that  there  were 
9,984  people  killed,  and  78,247  injured  more 
or  less  seriously.  In  the  last  quarterly  bul- 
letin of  railroad  accidents,  which  covers 
the  months  of  January,  February  and 
March  of  this  year,  there  appears  more  than 
the  usual  number  of  accidents  chargeable 
to  faults  in  the  telegraph  and  signal  de- 
partments. Out  of  twenty-six  prominent 
train  accidents  tabulated,  the  following  are 
conspicuous : 

No.  1,  butting  collision  between  two 
freight  trains,  three  men  injured,  property 
damage  $2,300,  cause  dispatcher  (experi- 
enced and  with  good  record)  overlooked 
orders. 

No.  3.  another  collision  of  the  same  char- 
acter, sixteen  persons  injured,  property 
damage  $3,160.  The  sixteen  employes  who 
were  injured  were  riding  in  a caboose, 
which  was  the  leading  car  of  train  mov- 
ing westward,  engineman  of  eastbound  pas- 
senger train  misread  name  of  station  in 
train  order. 

No.  5,  another  collision  of  the  same 
character,  four  persons  injured,  property 
damage  $3,900.  Extra  freight  trains  came 
together,  dispatcher  failing  to  make  meet- 
ing points ; his  experience  thirteen  months 
as  dispatcher,  twelve  years  as  telegrapher. 

No.  7,  a collision  of  same  character, 
three  persons  injured,  property  loss  $5,000. 
A telegrapher  of  eight  months’  experience, 
failed  to  deliver  order. 

No.  10,  collision  of  same  character,  one 
person  killed,  eight  persons  injured,  prop- 
erty loss  $7,400,  telegrapher  failed  to  notify 
southbound  train  that  a northbound  train, 
first  section,  had  brought  to  that  points 
signals  for  a second  section. 

No.  11,  collision  of  same  character,  two 
persons  killed,  one  injured,  property  loss 
$8,730.  Telegrapher  signed  conductor’s 
name  to  order,  but  then  failed  to  deliver  it; 
expected  conductor  to  come  into  office  for 
clearance  card,  but  conductor  neglected  this 
duty. 


The  commission  commenting  upon  these 
particulars  says: 

“Misconduct  or  negligence  of  telegraph 
operators  is  given  as  the  chief  or  principal 
cause  of  four  collisions  costing  $40,130  in 
damage  to  cars  and  engines,  and  the  loss  of 
three  lives.  One  operator  failed  to  deliver 
an  order;  one  failed  to  give  an  oral  notice, 
or  notice  by  flag  or  signal,  and  one  signed 
a conductor’s  name  to  an  order  without 
having  been  authorized  to  do  so ; and  in  the 
fourth  case,  although  the  conductor  and 
engineman  were  primarily  to  blame,  the 
wrongful  clearing  of  a train  order  signal 
by  the  operator  was  the  final  act  which 
made  the  collision  possible.  Two  collisions. 
Nos.  1 and  5,  were  due  to  mistakes  of  dis- 
patchers— and  dispatchers  are  presumed  to 
be  men  who  have  made  good  records  as 
operators.” 

Since  the  tabulation  of  these  reports 
other  railroad  accidents  have  occurred  of 
a far  more  disastrous  nature  than  those  set 
forth  in  the  bulletins  mentioned,  and  pub- 
lic attention  is  going  to  be  directed  more 
to  that  subject  than  ever  before. 

England  made  a splendid  showing  last 
year  in  this  respect,  not  having  killed  a 
passenger  during  the  year. 

Approximately  the  English  have  less  than 
50.000  miles  of  track  to  our  200,000,  yet  they 
do  a greater  per  mile  business  than  we  do. 
It  is  weighty  testimony  in  favor  of  their 
blo:k  system,  as  well  as  in  their  selection 
of  employes. 

There  is  a condition  of  affairs  existing 
in  this  country  that  the  people  are  not 
fully  aware  of,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  our 
official  organ  to  do  its  best  to  enlighten 
them  and  spread  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

To  show  that  these  views  are  not  wholly 
and  singularly  held  by  the  writer  hereof, 
we  quote  an  article  which  recently  appeared 
in  the  Duluth  News-Tribune: 

“Often  the  engineer  or  conductor  is 
blamed.  More  frequently  it  is  the  telegraph 
operator,  and  nearly  always  on  the  same 
count : neglect  and  failure  to  properly 

handle  the  running  orders  of  the  train. 

“It  seems  there  is  something  wrong  in 
all  this,  and  that  the  authorities  are  exer- 
cising very  little  intelligence  or  are  shirk- 
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ing  their  duties;  certain  it  is  they  seldom 
place  the  blame  where  it  properly  belongs. 
It  seems  never  to  occur  to  them  that  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  the  railroad  di- 
rectors are  the  guilty  parties,  and  that  each 
year  thousands  of  human  lives  are  sacri- 
ficed by  them  simply  to  add  to  the  earning 
capacity  of  the  roads. 

“In  the  operation  of  trains  the  telegraph 
department  is  of  the  first  importance;  on 
its  efficiency  the  safety  of  the  traveling  pub- 
lic depends.  The  life  of  every  person  who 
rides  over  a road  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
man  at  the  key. 

“It  is  notorious  that  in  no  other  line 
of  railroading  is  so  great  a percentage  of 
men  who  do  not  approach  the  standard 
which  should  be  required  from  persons  with, 
so  great  responsibility.  The  railroads  have 
created  and  enforced  this  unfortunate  con- 
dition. 

“Not  that  the  roads  do  not  desire  good 
men.  Far  from  it.  But  they  have  placed 
a wage  value  on  the  work  of  the  railroad 
telegrapher  which  attracts  to  it  only  men 
of  small  capabilities,  or  boys. 

“At  the  more  unimportant  stations 
throughout  the  west,  where  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing is  high,  $50  per  month  is.  the  general 
rate  of  remuneration,  and  some  roads  pay 
as  low  as  $40.  Of  course  it  is  out  of  the 
question  to  expect  competent  men  at  such 
wages.  The  next  best  thing  is  done,  and 
the  road  must  hire  someone  to  hold  down 
the  place.  As  a result  youths  of  immature 
judgment  or  downright  incompetency  is  the 
rule  in  the  service. 

“And  just  think  of  what  this  means.  The 
railroad  president  daily  places  the  lives 
of  thousands  of  persons  in  the  hands  of  a 
man  whose  intelligence  and  knowledge  of 
his  trade  are  not  great  enough  to  enable 
him  to  earn  two  dollars  a day.  The  travel- 
ing public  must  place  its  dependence  in  a 
person  who  is  not  considered  by  his  em- 
ployer of  as  much  value  or  utility,  meas- 
.ured  in  dollars  and  cents,  as  a plumber’s 
apprentice.  If  the  railroad  president  owned 
a fast  horse  he  would  not  entrust  its  care 
and  welfare  to  any  man  who  had  not 
enough  intelligence  and  knowledge  to  earn 
more  than  $40  or  $50  per  month.  But  then 
human  life  is  cheap,  judged  by  the  ten  thou- 


sand persons  slain  every  year  on  the  roads 
of  the  country  without  an  effort  being  made 
to  stop  the  slaughter. 

“It  is  remarkable  how  the  people  look 
upon  this  constant  warfare  on  their  safety 
and  threat  against  their  lives.  It  is  ac- 
cepted as  a condition  from  which  there  is’ 
no  appeal,  and  for  which  a remedy  cannot 
be  found. 

“The  surest  way  to  make  railroad  travel 
safe  is  for  the  railroads  to  pay  their  opera- 
tors a scale  of  wages  which  will  attract  to 
the  business,  and  keep  there,  men  of  su- 
perior intelligence  and  proficiency,  and  un- 
til this  is  done  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
the  present  terrible  death  rate  on  the  rail 
will  grow  less.  The  lives  of  the  public 
should  not  be  endangered  in  order  that  the 
profits  of  the  roads  may  be  swelled. 

And  if,  instead  of  indicting  the  under- 
paid operator  after  some  disaster  which  his 
bungling  has  caused,  the  indictment  were 
placed  against  the  company  officials  who 
hire  the  incompetent,  and  force  incompe- 
tents into  the  business,  the  coroners  and 
grand  juries  would  have  made  a long  move 
toward  remedying  one  of  the  crying  evils 
of  the  times.  Whosoever  takes  the  first 
aggressive  step  along  these  lines  will  have 
earned  the  gratitude  of  mankind.  And  if 
there  is  not  a law  that  will  warrant  such  a 
course,  have  the  law  enacted/* 

It  is  a fact  that  the  telegraph  business 
in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico 
has  become  demoralized  on  account  of  the 
low  wages  paid,  the  long  hours  of  service 
required,  and  the  generally  unsatisfactory 
working  conditions.  Many  railroad  officials, 
lacking  in  practical  views,  hold  that  teleg- 
raphy is  only  a stepping  stone  to  something 
better,  in  their  mind  it  is  not  an  important 
function  of  the  railroad,  or  at  least  they 
openly  tell  the  telegraphers’  representatives 
something  like  that  when  they  are  after 
more  wages.  The  result  is  that  a great 
number  of  competent  men  are  leaving  the 
telegraph  service  every  year  to  better  their 
condition,  and  in  consequence,  the  telegraph 
service  is  flooded  with  new  beginners  who 
have  been  brought  to  it  by  misrepresenta- 
tion, and  are  going  to  leave  it  as  soon  as 
they  find  out  the  truth.  Meantime  the  pub- 
lic suffers. 
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THE  LATE  M.  W.  8ELLER8. 

X^^LD-TIMERS  in  the  Organization 
((jyJ  will  readily  recall  the  personality 
of  M.  W.  Sellers,  who  was  General 
Chairman  of  the  old  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  a prominent  'figure  in  O.  R. 
T.  conventions.  He  was  taken  down  with 
yellow  fever  at  San  Geronimo,  Mexico,  and 
died  June  22,  1904,  and  was  interred  at 
that  place.  He  first  became  prominent  in 
the  Order  on  account  of  the  strike  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railway  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1891,  which  resulted  in  securing  a 
schedule  there  for  the  telegraphers  with  a 
minimum  salary  of  $80  per  month.  At  the 
Denver  convention  in  1894,  he  was  a promi- 
nent candidate  for  the  office  of  Grand  Chief. 
In  1896  he  went  to  Cuba,  and  became  su- 


perintendent of  construction  for  the 
Cuba  Central  Railway,  and  after  com- 
pleting this  work,  he  went  to  Mexico,  and 
was  there  superintendent  of  the  Coahuila 
and  Pacific  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at 
Saltillo.  He  resigned  this  position,  having 
been  given  to  understand  that  he  could  be 
appointed  general  superintendent  of  the 
Pan-American  Railroad.  While  in  Geron- 
imo awaiting  this  appointment  he  was 
stricken  with  yellow  fever,  and  five  days 
later  death  came.  He  was  forty-two  years 
of  age,  and  leaves  a widow  and  two  chil- 
dren, who  are  now  located  at  El  Reno,  0. 
T.  They  have  the  sympathy  not  only  of 
the  telegraphers,  but  hosts  of  other  people 
connected  with  railroad  life,  who  knew  the 
deceased  for  what  he  was — a friend  of  hu- 
manity. 


EDITORIAL  N0t€5 


The  telegraphers  on  the  Frisco  System 
concluded  negotiations  for  a revised  sched- 
ule on  September  26th  last. 


The  telegraphers  and  station  agents  on 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburg  Rail- 
road secured  a revised  schedule  recently, 
which  became  effective  on  October  1st. 


How  often  it  is  that  just  as  the  world 
is  holding  up  some  high  salaried  railroad 
official  as  an  example  and  inspiration  to 
the  young  man,  that  same  official  gets  fired. 


This  is  the  telegraphers’  unfair  list  up 
to  date: 

The  Santa  Fe. 

The  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas. 

The  St.  Louis  Railroad  Terminal  Asso- 
ciation. 


The  $75  minimum  salary  that  has  been 
the  subject  of  discussion  for  many  moons 
past  could  be  easily  established  if  teleg- 
raphers would  make  up  their  minds  never 
under  any  circumstances  to  work  for  less 
than  that. 


The  membership  of  the  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers  increased  542  in  the 
month  of  August,  and  712  in  the  month  of 
September,  total  1,254  f°r  two  months,  in 
a presidential  year.  That’s  not  so  bad. 


Bro.  L.  W.  Quick  being  still  out  on  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad  looking 
after  the  interests  of  the  Order  there,  The 
Telegrapher  is  a little  tardy  again.  But 
it  will  make  good  when  he  gets  back  all 
right 


When  the  men  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
& Texas  Railroad  voted  to  go  out  on  a 
strike,  they  certainly  meant  business,  and 
the  same  with  the  St.  Louis  Railway  Ter- 
minal Association  men.  Both  strikes  are 
now  well  into  their  third  month. 


The  wage  earner  who  knocks  against  any 
labor  organization  is  a short-sighted  indi- 
vidual who  cannot  see  the  boundaries  of 
his  own  interests.  We  should  assiduously 
work  at  strengthening  our  own  organiza- 
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tion,  and  lend  every  other  organization  a 
helping  hand  whenever  the  opportunity  of- 
fers. 


The  editor  of  the  News,  at  Prairie  View, 
Kan.,  jocularly  remarks  that  Charles  H. 
Bowers,  a graduate  of  the  Valentine  School 
of  Telegraphy,  is  holding  down  a night  job 
in  Prairie  View  at  $10  per  month,  and  pays 
$14  per  month  for  his  board.  It  looks  like 
the  landlady  would  have  a bill  C.  O.  D.  on 
her  hands,  that  is,  she  will  have  to  “Call  on 
Dad”  for  his  board.  Wonder  if  he  was 
only  joking? 


An  item  is  making  the  rounds  of  the  daily 
press  gravely  setting  forth  that  “One  of 
the  greatest  values  of  the  telephone  system 
is  said  to  be  the  influence  it  has  against 
striking  telegraphers.”  In  other  words,  it 
is  something  calculated  to  make  the  telegra- 
pher stand  hitched,  with  or  without  feed. 
The  fact  that  the  telephone  has  been  held 
up  as  a scarecrow  for  the  telegraphers  ever 
since  it  was  first  invented  and  put  into  prac- 
tical use.  It  was  openly  announced  more 
than  thirty  years  ago  that  the  invention  of 
the  telephone  presaged  the  early  demise  of 
the  telegraph  business.  Instead  of  that  dis- 
mal prediction  proving  true,  the  telegraph 
business  of  the  country  in  general  and  the 
railroads  in  particular  has  increased  won- 


derfully since  that  time,  and  the  telephone 
has  helped  instead  of  retarded  it.  The  fur- 
ther fact  is  that  both  the  telephone  and 
telegraph  business,  as  carried  on  at  the 
present  time,  are  insufficient  and  inadequate. 
The  people  need  better  and  quicker  means 
of  communication,  and  what  is  more,  they 
are  prepared  to  pay  whatever  such  service 
is  honestly  worth.  No  one  can  deny  that 
telegraph  operators  and  telephone  operators 
are  entitled  to  a living.  It  is  a pin-headed 
manager  that  is  always  fussing  about  the 
pay-roll,  and  such  men  miss  out  on  the  main 
chance. 


It  is  reported  to  us  from  many  different 
localities  that  spies  are  traveling  along  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  ascertaining  by  many 
devious  methods  who  are  members  of  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  and  who 
are  not,  and  sending  in  lists  to  headquar- 
ters. They  are  said  to  carry  up-to-date 
cards  in  the  O.  R.  T.  and  other  organiza- 
tions. They  claim  to  be  organizers,  but 
they  have  no  organizer’s  credentials. 

Similar  reports  are  being  received  from 
men  on  the  Louisville  & Nashville  Railroad, 
and  other  railroads  in  that  territory.  More 
than  ordinary  care  should  be  exercised 
when  doing  business  with  strangers,  until 
these  parties  are  investigated  and  rounded 
up. 


R.  L.  Wither*,  I.  C.  R.  R.  T.  B.  Pedigo,  M.  K.  & T.  R.  R.  I.  D.  Wither*.  I.  C.  R.  R. 
HORSE  CAVE,  KY. 
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PERSONAL  MENTION 


The  following  births  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher: 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  S.  Murray,  of  Div. 
No.  4,  a boy.  , 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Bucher,  of  Div. 
No.  4,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Quinn,  of  Div. 
No.  4 a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Mohon,  of  Lin- 
coln, III.,  a boy. 

1 o Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Seese,  of  Dunn- 
ville,  Ind.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Smith,  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Crouse,  of  Hynd- 
man,  Pa.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Schroll,  of  Hynd- 
man.  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Floyd,  of  Dos 
Palos,  Cal.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Clark,  of  Rice 
Depot,  Va.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Qu  ggins,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Kerr,  of  Raw- 
lings, Md.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Jenkins,  of  Car- 
ney, Ala.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Zaiser,  of  Lima- 
ville.  O.,  a boy. 

To  Bro  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Eaton,  of  Beau- 
mont, Col.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miles,  of  Co- 
runna, Ind.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Perry,  of  Burns 
Junction,  Col.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Richardson,  of 
Garyville,  La.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  McFadden,  of 
Iron  City,  Ga.,  a girl. 


To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Baker,  of  Stev- 
ensville,  Ont..  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  T.  Strickland,  of 
Wav  Cross,  Ga.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Snowberger,  of 
Rochester,  O.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Carroll,  of 
Clayton,  Miss.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Skinnell,  of 
Thomasville,  N.  C.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Roulston.  of 
Westchester  station,  N.  S.,  a boy. 


The  following  marriages  have  been  re- 
ported since  the  last  issue  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher : 

At  Alida,  Ind.,  Bro.  C.  E.  Burke,  of  Div. 
2,  to  Miss  May  Holmes. 

At  DeWitt,  III.,  Bro.  B.  F.  Stone,  of  Div. 
2,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Fink. 

At  Chicago,  Bro.  M.  R.  Corcoran,  of  Div. 
23,  to  Miss  Blanche  Hart. 

At  Roselle  Park,  N.  J.,  Mr.  Browne  t> 
Sister  Clara  M.  Newman. 

At  Altoona,  Pa.,  Bro.  G.  M.  Stoner,  of 
Div.  86,  to  Miss  Maud  Stitt. 

At  Hammond,  Ont.,  Bro.  J.  A.  Carriere. 
of  Div.  7,  to  Miss  Eva  Ray. 

At  Millville,  Ark.,  Bro.  W.  Elmer  James, 
of  Div.  2,  to  Miss  Rosa  A.  Cox. 

At  Iowa  Falls,  la.,  Bro.  J.  W.  Carman, 
of  Div.  93,  to  Miss  Maude  Smith. 

At  Hudson,  Wis.,  Bro.  G.  R.  Clark,  of 
Div.  76,  to  Miss  Minnie  Anderson. 

At  Palermo,  Kan.,  Bro.  Louis  C.  Mathis, 
of  Div.  126,  to  Miss  Maude  Gilbert. 

At  Black  River,  Wash.,  Bro.  W.  A.  Stiles, 
of  Div.  54,  to  Miss  Katy  Monster. 

At  Edgerton,  Wis.,  Bro.  Paul  L.  Hack- 
bert,  of  Div.  76,  to  Miss  Lulu  Lund. 
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Herbie,  Operator  in  G.  F.  A.  Office,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Charlie,  Day  Operator,  Austin,  Minn.  John,  Agent  at  Kenyon,  Minn. 

Frank,  Agent,  Montgomery,  Minn. 

THE  O’MALLEY  BROS  — C..  M.  & ST.  P.  RY. 


At  La  Cygne,  Kan.,  Marion  T.  Fulling- 
ton,  of  Div.  32,  to  Miss  Laveta  Arbogast. 

At  Strong,  Ark.,  Bro.  O.  E.  Gillim,  of 
the  Grand  Division  to  Miss  Erin  McAlpin. 

At  Little  Rapids.  Wis.,  Bro.  Charles 
Woodward,  of  Div.  76,  to  Miss  Belle  Baine. 

At  Washington,  D.  C..  Bro.  B.  Boschen 
and  Miss  Linda  B.  Norris,  of  Glen  Allen. 

At  Deep  Water,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Edward 
L.  Smith,  of  Div.  40,  to  Miss  Edna  M. 
Tigrett. 

The  Telegrapher  extends  congratula- 
tions to  the  happy  couples. 


The  following  deaths  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher: 

At  Lorton,  Neb.,  Bro.  Geo.  Newbury,  of 
Div.  70. 

At  Opal,  Wyo.,  son  of  Bro.  J.  E.  Brown, 
of  Div.  53. 


At  Invcrgrove,  Minn.,  Bro.  Charles  Wil- 
son, of  Div.  96. 

At  Oakman,  Ala.,  Mrs.  T.  J.  King, 
mother  of  Bro.  F.  L.  King,  of  Div.  31. 

At  Winona,  Minn.,  Myrtle  E.  Cotton, 
sister  of  Bro.  G.  W.  Cotton,  of  Div.  76. 

The  bereaved  relatives  have  the  sympathy 
of  all. 


WANTED. 

Present  address  of  Ernest  E.  Couillard. 

H.  B.  Perham,  Pres. 

Present  address  of  W.  L.  Carlton,  last 
heard  of  working  for  A.  C.  L.,  Warsaw, 
N.  C.  W.  A.  M. 

Present  address  or  information  concern- 
ing Edward  #J  Sullivan.  Last  heard  from 
was  in  Washington  State. 

J.  D.  Sullivan, 
Comstock,  N.  Y. 
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Present  address  of  J.  F.  Swain,  last  seen 
trying  to  get  his  private  car  attached  to 
Frisco  train  No.  16  at  Springfield,  Mo. 
“JF,”  if  you  see  this,  write  me  care  West- 
ern Union,  Washing,  Pa.  Harris. 

Present  address  of  Chari  s H.  Gaston. 
Worked  for  H.  & T.  C.  in  September,  1903. 
Anyone  knowing  his  whereabouts  will  con- 
fer a favor  on  his  mother  by  writing  Mrs. 
Sarah  Gaston.  2557  Dickson  St.,  St.  Louis, 
or  myself.  W.  J.  Burke. 

Present  address  of  J.  W.  Ha  ma,  formerly 
with  the  M.,  K.  & T.  Ry.  “JW,”  if  you 
see  this,  write  me  regarding  your  M.  W.  A. 
membership.  D.  O.  Tenney. 

Mountain  Lake,  Minn. 

Present  address  of  H.  W.  Crawford,  las. 
heard  from  was  working  for  Iron  Mountain 
in  Louisiana.  He  try,  if  you  see  this,  write 
me  care  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, Galveston,  Texas. 

J.  A.  Bierhalter. 


LOST  OR  STOLEN. 

Card  No.  203,  Cert.  1175,  Div.  6,  for  term 
ending  December  31,  1504. 

Card  No.  7029,  Cert.  376,  Div.  5,  for  term 
ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  15870,  Cert.  154,  Div.  91,  for 
term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  4693,  Cert.  227,  Div.  57,  for 
term  ending  Decern’  er  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  17564,  C rt.  124,  Div.  116,  for 
term  ending  December  31,  1504. 

Card  No.  6316,  Cert.  1893,  Div.  93.  for 
term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  21658,  Cert.  9299  Grand  Divi- 
sion, for  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  29^3,  Cert.  4441,  Grand  Divi- 
sion, for  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 


Bro.  W.  B.  Shoemaker,  of  Hinsdale. 
Mont.,  has  been  nominated  for  clerk  and 
recorder  of  Valley  Cou  ty.  He  has  been 
Local  Chairman  of  the  O.  R.  T.  for  some 
time  past,  and  is  eminently  fitted  for  the 
position.  Here’s  hoping  he  gets  votes 
enough. 


A.  Groves.  J.  S.  Groves.  B.  C.  Wallace. 

WINCHESTER.  ARK..  ON  THE  IRON  MOUNTAIN  & SOUTHERN. 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 
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J.  W.  Beilis.  C.  P.  Fowler. 

SOLID  O.  R.  T.,  WEST  HAVERSTRAW  STATION,  WEST  SHORE  R.  R. 
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Create  rights  and  abolish  wrongs. 

* * ♦ 

Great  oaths  from  little  ache- corns  grow. 

* * * 

Reduce  prejudice  and  induce  liberality. 

* * * 

The  richer  the  jewel,  the  harder  the  cut- 
ting. 


Cheer  the  home  and  fireside  and  make 
the  world  better. 

* * * 

The  dentist’s  pull  is  not  one  that  we  are 
apt  to  court. 

♦ * * 

Civilization  means  the  multiplication  ot 
wants ; Christianity,  the  improvement  ot 
their  quality. 


Geo.  Patterson,  A.  I.  Miles,  E.  S.  Narnur,  M.  J.  Johnson,  C.  Delvin,  T A.  Larson 


NORTHERN  PACIFIC  GROUP,  BIG  LAKE.  MINN. 


Early  and  provident  fear  is  the  mother  of 
sa  fety. 

♦ * * 

An  ounce  of  brain  is  worth  a ton  of 
brawn. 

* * * 

Chestnuts  are  an  important  article  of  food 
in  Italy. 

♦ * * 

It  is  still  a question  whether  things  are 
wicked  because  they  are  nice  or  nice 

because  they  are  wicked. 


The  deepest  coal  mine  in  the  world  is 
near  Tourney,  Belgium.  It  is  3.542  feet 
deep. 

♦ * * 

Some  men  have  a mania  for  shutting 
doors  in  summer  and  leaving  them  open  in 
winter. 

♦ * * 

Robbed  and  the  body  terribly  mutilated, 
Maynard  Bixby  was  found  dead  on  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  near  Orion, 
Mich. 
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The  nearer  you  get  to  greatness  the 
smaller  it  appears. 

♦ * * 

No  man  reaches  the  stage  of  triumph  but 
by  the  steps  of  trial. 

♦ * * 

The  trouble  is  that  so  many  wage  workers 
have  the  spirit  of  slaves. 

* * * 

The  people  never  give  up  their  liberties 
but  under  some  delusion. 

* * * 

A man  makes  no  particular  progress  by 
patting  himself  on  the  back. 

♦ * * 

A wise  man  isn’t  known  by  the  company 
he  refuses  to  associate  with. 

* * * 

If  money  is  the  root  of  evil,  some  good 
old  times  dangle  from  the  branches. 

* * * 

When  the  fight  begins  within  himself,  a 
man  is  worth  something. — Browning. 

* * * 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  union  man  to  study 
public  questions,  and  vote  his  conclusions. 

♦ * * 

It  is  the  application  of  a principle  and  not 
the  principle  itself  that  brings  results. 

♦ * * 

It’s  a mean  man  whose  dog  runs  after  the 
meat  wagons. 

* * * 

Among  its  other  qualities,  a life  preserver 
should  be  able  to  float. 

* * * 

“A  man  is  a man.”  If  you  don’t  believe 
it  ask  the  boss  and  the  unionist  what  they 
think  of  a ‘‘scab.” 

* * * 

The  man  who  is  willing  to  quit  smoking 
to  save  money  is  the  one  whom  tobacco 
doesn’t  agree  with. 

* * * 

The  greatest  power  in  the  world  is  labor; 
without  it  there  would  be  no  wealth,  no 
progress,  no  civilization. 


Some  people  are  so  lazy  that  when  the 
pavement  breaks  they  do  not  fall  far 
enough  to  hurt  themselves. 

* * ♦ 

Do  not  be  afraid  to  acknowledge  it  when 
you  have  made  a mistake.  He  who  never 
made  a mistake  is  yet  to  be  born. 

♦ * * 

In  France  last  year  497  “millionaires” 
died.  But  they  were  millionaires  in  francs 
only,  and  a million  francs  is  only  $200, 00a 

* * * 

Some  people  are  like  those  who  ride  back- 
ward in  a railway  train.  They  never  see 
anything  until  after  they  have  gone  past  it 

♦ * * 

Steam  rising  from  water  at  its  boiling 
point  (212  degrees)  has  a pressure  to  the 
atmosphere  of  14.7  pounds  to  the  square 
inch. 

♦ * + 

Is  there  anybody  more  exasperating  than 
the  man  who  asks  you  for  your  opinion 
about  something  and  then  doesn’t  stop  to 
listen  to  it? 

* * * 

It  is  indeed  a fortunate  workingmaan 
who  can  save  $1  per  day.  At  this  rate  it 
would  require  nearly  2,740  years  to  acquire 
a million  dollars. 

♦ * * 

Some  of  organized  labor’s  bitterest  ene- 
mies are  dead  and  forgotten,  but  organized 
lal)or  is  just  awakening  to  its  power,  and 
in  a few  more  years  will  win  justice  and 
recognition  from  all  sides. 

* * * 

The  United  States  employed  10.555  men 
in  distributing  mail  last  year.  The  cost 
was  $63,594,000.  In  373  accidents  to  mail 
cars  eighteen  clerks  were  killed,  and  seven- 
ty-eight seriously  wounded. 

♦ * * 

An  act  has  passed  the  Rhode  Island  house 
of  representatives  prescribing  a penalty  of 
from  three  to  six  months  imprisonment,  or 
$300  to  $500  fine,  or  both,  upon  any  em- 
ploying person  or  corporation  who  shall,  as 
a condition  of  new  or  continued  employ- 
ment, attempt  to  prevent  working  people 
from  belonging  to  a labor  organization. 
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A gold  medal  is  to  be  given  Gertrude 
Sawyer,  of  Menominee,  Mich,  for  saving 
five  children  who  had  been  lost  in  a storm. 

* * * 

Trades  unionism  is  the  hand-maiden  of 
prosperity;  low  wages  and  long  hours  of 
labor  breeds  poverty,  ignorance,  vice  and 
crime. 

* * * 

The  cultivation  of  a general  spirit  of 
benevolence  and  charity  is  a foundation  for 
refinement  of  manner  because  it  imposes 
no  task  of  insincerity. 


It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  an  ap- 
plicant for  a marriage  license  did  not  know 
his  name.  Just  at  that  stage  of  the  game 
a man  is  in  that  frame  of  mind. 

* * * 

Look  out  for  the  union  officer  whom  the 
employer  refers  to  as  ‘a  wise,  decent  fel- 
low,” or  as  “a  man  who  can  crush  rebellion 
in  the  union.” 

* * * 

The  secret  of  all  great  undertakings  is 
hard  work  and  self-reliance.  Given  these 
two  qualities  and  a residence  in  the  United 


W.  T.  Peters,  Agent.  A.  Williamson,  Night  Operator. 

ROTHESAY,  N.  B.,  I.  C.  R.— SOLID  O.  R.  T.,  UP-TO-DATE  CARDS.  NO  STUDENTS. 


The  frightful  hurry  and  tremendous  bus- 
tle of  Americans  is  caused  by  the  fact  that 
we  have  given  everybody  half  a chance  to 
make  a living  and  made  believe  that  it  was 
a whole  chance,  consequently  we  are  all 
hungry  and  unsatisfied. 

* * * 

What  is  said  to  be  the  largest  electro- 
magnet in  the  world  has  been  installed  in 
the  Bridgeport  (Conn.)  hospital.  It  will 
be  used  for  extracting  pieces  of  iron  and 
steel  from  the  eyes  of  machinists  and  other 
metal  workers  who  may  be  injured, 


States  of  America,  a young  man  has  noth- 
ing else  to  ask  for. — Gustavus  Swift. 

* * * 

Mortar  was  made  by  the  people  of  Tahiti 
when  our  ancestors  were  shivering  in  holes 
in . the  rocks.  They  dived  into  the  sea, 
brought  up  great  lumps  of  coral,  burned 
them  in  pits,  using  wood  as  fuel,  and  mixed 
the  lime  they  got  in  this  fashion  with  sharp 
sand  and  water.  With  this  mixture  the 
ingenious  savage  plastered  the  walls  and 
floor  of  his  house,  and  a better  mortar 
could  not  be  obtained. 
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The  working-man’s  indifference  to  the 
church  may  be  due  to  a belief  that  Baer, 
Rockefeller  et  al.  have  a monopoly  of  the 
only  kind  of  prayers  worthy  of  an  answer. 

* * * 

The  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at 
Provincetown  is  to  be  commemorated  by  a 


One  of  the  longest  steps  in  the  direction 
of . increased  wages  will  be  found  in  the 
elevation  of  the  standard  of  workmanship. 

♦ * * 

At  least  10,000  men  have  been  discharged 
from  the  Russian  railways  since  the  war 
began,  and  altogether  from  300,000  to  400.* 
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$100,000  monument  of  stone,  250  feet  high, 
on  High  Pole  Hill,  in  the  center  of  the  old 
Cape  Cod  town. 

* * * 

When  bad  men  combine,  the  good  must 
associate ; else  they  will  fall,  one  by  one, 
an  unpitied  sacrifice  in  a contemptible  strug- 
gle. 


000  men  have  been  thrown  into  idleness  by 
the  war. 

♦ * * 

In  Denmark  any  person  who  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  pays  to  the  state  a sum  of 
$32.50  is  entitled,  if  he  reaches  the  age  of 
sixty-five,  to  an  annuity  of  $65.  But  if  he 
dies  before  that  age  the  money  is  forfeited. 
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THE  REUNION  OF  THE  OLD  TIME 
TELEGRAPHERS  AND  THE  U.  S. 

MILITARY  TELEGRAPH  CORPS. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  reunion  of  the 
Old  Time  Telegraphers’  and  Historial  As- 
sociation. and  of  the  Society  of  the  United 
States  Military  Telegraph  Corps,  met  to- 
gether September  20  in  the  convention  hall 
of  the  Piedmont  Hotel,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  at 
11  A.  M. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  John 
Brant,  of  New  York,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  association,  who  introduced  Rev. 
W.  W.  Landrum,  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  who  opened  the  reunion  with 
prayer.  Mr.  Brant  then  introduced  Dr.  Z. 
T.  Miller,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  who  presented 
to  President  Charles  C.  Adams,  of  New 
York,  the  daguerreotype  miniature  of  S.  F. 
B.  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the  telegraph,  and 
which  is  worn  by  the  successive  presidents 
of  the  association. 

President  Adams  then  took  the  gavel  and 
delivered  his  address,  as  follows: 

“My  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  fellow  members  of  the  Old 
Time  Telegraphers’  Association,  for  the 
honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me.  The 
least  I can  say  is  that  I deeply  appreciate 
it,  and  shall  do  my  utmost  to  prove  deserv- 
ing. I shall  treasure  and  protect  this  medal 
while  it  remains  in  my  custody,  not  alone 
for  its  association  with  the  great  man  whose 
image  it  bears — that  master  genius  who  en- 
dowed the  electric  current  with  intellectuaj 
power — but  also  for  the  beloved  member 
of  our  craft  who  gave  us  the  medallion  to 
be  bestowed  upon  each  successive  president 
of  the  organization.  I need  scarcely  say 
that  the  unreserved  affection  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  association  for  James  Douglas 
Reid  is  equivalent  to  our  admiration  for 
Samuel  F.  B.  Morse. 

“A  reflection  of  Morse’s  indefatigable 
energy  and  happy  optimism  dominated  the 


mind  of  Mr.  Reid  when  he  established  a 
telegraph  line  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Or- 
leans, more  than  half  a century  ago.  It 
stirred  him  to  renewed  activity,  later,  when 
he  organized  the  commercial  telegraphy  of 
the  United  States  into  one  complete,  har- 
monious system,  and  earned  the  honored 
title  of  “father  of  commercial  telegraphy.” 
To  be  even  the  custodian  of  a medal  that 
commemorates  two  men  so  dear  to  this  as- 
sociation, and  to  telegraphers  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  is  indeed  a privilege 
and  an  honor.  Once  more,  I thank  you,  for 
selecting  me  as  the  recipient.” 

President  Adams,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks  introduced  Hon.  Evan  P. 
Howell,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Atlanta,  who 
heartily  welcomed  the  delegates,  promising 
to  stand  by  them  in  case  any  of  them  needed 
his  assistance.  His  speech,  which  lasted 
half  an  hour,  was  full  of  interest  and 
humor,  and  he  surprised  his  hearers  by  in- 
forming them  that  in  1850  he  was  the  lone 
telegraph  messenger  boy  in  Atlanta.  As 
he  told  his  audience  of  the  work  years  ago, 
comparing  it  with  the  work  of  to-day,  in- 
terest was  manifested  on  every  hand. 

It  was  in  the  50’s  Mayor  Howell  essayed 
to  deliver  messages  to  the  people  of  At- 
lanta. To  many  of  his  hearers  Mayor 
Howell  unfolded  a story  of  their  own  life 
of  which  they  remembered  nothing,  so  great 
have  the  changes  been.  It  was  a happy 
manner  in  which  he  talked,  and  there  was 
not  a member  of  the  convention  who  was 
not  pleased  with  what  he  said.  Touching 
the  war  period  he  showed  the  great  good 
telegraphers  had  done  for  the  cause  they 
had  espoused.  He  made  plain  the  fearless 
spirit  which  had  actuated  and  controlled 
telegraphers  who  went  to  the  front. 

“Never  did  the  man  carrying  the  musket 
or  working  the  battery,”  said  the  mayor, 
“show  greater  bravery  or  courage  than  the 
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man  who  handled  the  key.  Often  that  dis- 
ciple of  Morse  was  in  advance  of  the  troops, 
and  liable  to  capture  or  subject  to  the  bul- 
lets of  his  adversaries.  But  never  did  I 
see  one  falter.  Neither  did  I ever  hear  of 
one  on  the  other  side  trying  to  keep  in  the 
rear.” 

From  start  to  finish  the  address  was  re- 
plete with  sayings  interesting  and  entertain- 
ing. His  audience  was  with  him  when  he 
began  and  never  did  attention  waver. 

Mr.  Thomas  E.  Fleming,  of  New  York, 
responded  to  the  mayor’s  remark*  on  behalf 
of  the  association.  After  thanking  his 
honor  for  the  many  kind  things  he  had 
said,  he  called  out: 

“What’s  the  matter  with  Mayor  Howell  ?’’ 

With  one  accord  rose  the  audience,  and 
in  unison  indicating  a drill  so  complete 
was  it,  replied : 

“He’s  all  right.” 

As  the  voices  were  dying  out  President 
Adams  asked : 

“Who’s  all  right?” 

“Howell,”  was  the  response,  and  so  com- 
plete and  solidified  did  it  come  that  one 
voice  only  was  discernible. 

It  was  a tribute  to  Mayor  Howell,  show- 
ing, as  it  did.  the  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession to  which  he  was  once  attached. 

A certificate  of  honorary  membership  was 
presented  to  Mayor  Howell,  and  in  accept- 
ing it  the  mayor  thanked  the  convention. 

After  these  preliminary  proceedings,  on 
motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting,  which  had  been  printed 
and  distributed  among  the  members,  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, John  Brant,  showed  that  there  were 
1,126  members,  and  a balance  of  $940.73  in 
the  treasury. 

The  Committee  on  Time,  Place  and  Nom- 
inations for  the  next  convention,  which 
consisted  of  T.  E.  Fleming,  of  New  York, 
chairman;  John  Winthrop,  of  Philadelphia; 
W.  L.  Ives,  of  New  York;  J.  K.  Butler,  of 
Burlington,  Vt. ; G.  W.  Brownson,  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  and  J.  B.  Taltavall.  of  New 
York,  reported  in  favor  of  holding  the  next 
reunion  in  New  York  City,  the  time  to  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


Officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected 
as  follows : President,  J.  C.  Barclay,  of 

New  York;  vice-presidents,  Francis  W. 
Jones  and  Frederick  Pearce,  of  New  York; 
secretary  and  treasurer.  John  Brant,  of 
New  York. 

Executive  Committee — C.  C.  Adams,  of 
New  York;  U.  J.  Fry,  of  Milwaukee;  G. 
H.  Corse,  of  Ogden,  Utah,  and  L.  B.  Mc- 
Farlanc,  of  Montreal. 

Letters  of  regret  were  read  from  Col.  R. 
C.  dowry,  Col.  A.  B.  Chandler,  Wm.  H. 
Baker,  of  New  York,  and  E.  J.  Nally,  of 
Chicago. 

The  usual  courtesies  of  both  telegraph 
companies  were  extended  to  the  delegates. 

A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  Col. 
Robert  C.  Clowry,  the  telegraph  companies 
and  the  railroads  for  the  numerous  favors 
extended  to  members  of  the  association. 
The  convention  then  adjourned  to  give 
place  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  United 
States  Military  Telegraph  Corps. 

The  society  was  called  to  order  by  Vice- 
President  William  L.  Ives,  of  New  York, 
in  the  absence  of  President  Col.  William 

B.  Wilson,  of  Philadelphia.  John  Brant 
acted  as  secretary.  After  the  transaction 
of  the  regular  business  of  the  society,  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  chosen, 
and  all  of  the  old  officers  were  re-elected. 
They  are  Col.  W.  B.  Wilson,  of  Philadel- 
phia, president;  W.  L.  Ives,  of  New  York, 
vice  president,  and  J.  E.  Pettit,  of  Chicago, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Executive  Committee — E.  Rosewater, 

chairman,  Omaha;  A.  H.  Bliss,  Chicago; 
A.  B.  Chandler,  New  York;  W.  R.  Plum. 
Chicago;  R.  B.  Hoover,  New  York;  George 

C.  Maynard,  Washington,  D.  C. ; L.  A. 
Somers,  Cleveland;  J.  D.  Cruise,  Kansas 
City,  and  John  Winthrop,  Philadelphia. 

New  York  was  selected  as  the  meeting 
place  for  the  quatri-centennial  reunion  for 
1905.  After  the  transaction  of  some  fur- 
ther routine  business  the  convention  then 
adjourned. 

The  committee  on  arrangements  had  pro- 
vided cars  to  await  the  adjournment  of  the 
meeting;  these  were  soon  filled,  and  the 
delegates  were  then  conveyed  to  the  Pied- 
mont Driving  Club  for  luncheon.  Three 
hundred  seats  in  the  Grand  Opera  House 
were  reserved  for  the  delegates,  and  these 
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with  all  the  boxes  were  occupied  in  the  of  prisoners  in  his  charge  a telegraph  oper- 

evening  at  the  production  by  Miss  Amelia  ator.  This  visit.was  completed  at  noon,  and 

Bingham  and  her  company  of  “The  Frisky  the  delegates  and  visitors  journeyed  to  the 

Mrs.  Johnson.”  Country  Barbecue  Club. 

The  second  day  of  the  convention  was  Ready  for  the  Old-Timers  was  a barbecue 
given  over  to  pleasure  in  one  form  and  an-  so  tempting  and  complete  that  none  could 

other.  In  the  morning  a trip  to  the  Fed-  refuse.  The  aroma  arising  from  the  pit 

eral  prison  was  made.  This  institution  is  over  which  the  young  pig,  the  choice  quar- 


Cooper.  Robertson.  Thompson. 

Clegg.  Wilkins.  Ezum.  Doke. 

AN  ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  GROUP— STRICTLY  O.  R.  T. — WINONA,  MISS. 


said  to  be  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  America, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  never  was  a time 
when  so  many  telegraph  people  were  behind 
prison  bars.  During  the  visit  it  transpired 
in  conversation  with  the  warden,  who  has 
been  desirous  of  establishing  telegraph 
communication  with  the  city,  that  he  never 
has  been  able  to  find  among  the  hundreds 


ters  of  the  beef,  the  mutton  and  chicken 
were  being  baked  awakened  the  appetite  of 
the  telegraphers,  while  the  rich  Brunswick 
stew  sent  home  to  the  palate  of  each  a de- 
sire, an  anxiety,  to  get  busy,  fork  or  no 
fork. 

The  tables  were  all  placed  under  cover, 
and  the  guests  were  served  personally  by 
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members  of  the  Country  Barbecue  Club.  A 
band  of  music  was  in  attendance.  It  was 
at  this  function  that  Governor  Terrell,  of 
Georgia,  and  John  Temple  Graves,  of  At- 
lanta, addressed  the  telegraphers,  the  latter 
with  a power  and  eloquence  seldom  heard. 

Oyer  the  good  things  to  eat  the  delegates 
passed  the  afternoon,  the  only  variation 
from  eating  being  words  of  praise  for  the 
generous  and  clever  treatment  Atlanta  had 
given. 

It  was  late  in  the  day  when  the  return  to 
the  city  was  made.  And  here  they  all  found 
an  abundance  of  good  treatment,  every  part 
of  which  they  all  enjoyed. 

On  Thursday,  September  22,  the  third 
and  last  day  of  the  reunion,  the  entertain- 
ment according  to  the  programme  did  not 
begin  until  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  At 
this  hour  a special  train  of  the  Southern 
Railway,  under  the  personal  direction  of 
Charles  P.  Adams,  superintendent  of  tele- 
graph of  the  Southern  Railway  System, 
was  in  readiness  to  convey  the  entire  body 
of  visiting  telegraphers  to  the  Lithia 
Springs,  the  main  source  of  supply  of  the 
famous  table  water,  distant  about  twenty 
miles  west  from  Atlanta.  The  Lithia 
Springs  Hotel,  was  made  the  rendezvous 
of  the  party,  and  from  that  point  the 
Springs  themselves,  two  miles  away,  were 
visited,  where  at  this  modern  “Monon,”  the 
guests  “drank  their  fill.”  In  this  and  in 
other  ways  the  excursionists  found  enjoy- 
ment until  6 o’clock  when  supper  was  an- 
nounced at  the  hotel.  At  its  conclusion  the 
entire  company,  instead  of  remaining  at  the 
tables,  adjourned  to  the  spacious  ball  room 
of  the  hotel,  and  there  listened  to  a number 
of  speeches.  Col.  W.  H.  Adkins,  of  At- 
lanta, on  taking  the  chair,  in  a few  graceful 
words  in  which  he  expressed  the  pleasure 
he  felt  in  welcoming  such  a company  of 
telegraphers,  introduced  as  the  first  speaker 
of  the  evening  Mr.  Charles  C.  Adams,  of 
New  York,  the  president  of  the  association. 

Mr.  Adams’  address,  excellent  in  material 
and  marked  throughout  with  a spirit  of 
good  taste  and  broad-mindedness,  was  a 
most  happy  expression  from  every  point  of 
view,  such  as  to  confer  poise  and  dignity 
at  once  upon  the  speaker  as  well  as  on  the 
personnel  of  the  assemblage  of  which  he 


was  the  head.  He  referred  at  length  to  the 
early  development  of  the  telegraph  in  the 
South,  to  those  who  were  instrumental  in 
bringing  it  about,  and  to  the  important  part 
the  telegraph  has  exercised  in  uniting  the 
South  and  the  North  in  closer  bonds  of  na- 
tional unity. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Adams’  address 
the  chairman  read  a telegram  from  Presi- 
dent-elect J.  C.  Barclay,  of  New  York, 
gracefully  accepting  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him,  and  promising  to  make  the  New 
York  reunion  of  1905  the  banner  meeting 
of  the  series. 

The  next  speaker  was  Mrs.  John  Costel- 
loe, of  New  York,  a lady  of  national  repu- 
tation as  a leader  in  organizations  for  the 
advancement  of  women.  Her  subject  was 
“The  Advance  of  Women  in  the  Twentieth 
Century.”  a topic  which  was  discussed  in  a 
manner  that  elicited  generous  applause. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Pettengill,  of  Boston.  Mass., 
responded  to  the  toast  of  “The  Ladies,”  and 
illustrated  his  remarks  with  the  recitation 
of  some  appropriate  verses. 

Mr.  M.  J.  O’Leary,  of  New  York,  was 
the  next  speaker,  and  took  occasion  to 
warmly  thank  Atlanta  friends,  men  and 
women  alike,  for  the  splendid  entertain- 
ment which  they  had  furnished  during  the 
three  days’  stay  of  the  visitors. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Porteous,  of  New  Orleans, 
made  a few  humorous  remarks,  in  which 
he  referred  to  his  own  utterances  as  “hot 
air.” 

Mr.  S.  A.  Duncan,  of  Atlanta,  a former 
president,  and  a member  of  the  Reception 
Committee,  thanked  all  present  for  their 
coming  to  Atlanta,  and  spoke  of  the  de- 
light and  satisfaction  their  visit  had  con- 
ferred upon  the  Atlanta  members  of  the 
association.  He  said  he  was  not  surprised 
that  the  chairman  had  expressed  himself 
as  anxious  to  have  the  Old-Timers  meet  at 
Atlanta  once  a year. 

The  speeches  over,  the  younger  members 
present  indulged  in  dancing,  and  it  was 
eleven  o’clock  before  the  company  broke 
up,  and  returned  to  Atlanta.  Home  going 
soon  separated  the  telegraphers  in  many  di- 
rections. Delightful  memories  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth reunion  will  long  remain. — From 
The  Telegraph  Age. 
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JIM  BAYLESS’  STORY. 


<< 


ID  I ever  tell  you  how  I pre- 
vented the  election  of  a U.  S. 
Senator  and  out-witted  two 
deputy  marshals,  and  ran  off  with  a State 
Senator  all  in  one  day?”  asked  big  Jim 
Bayless,  the  oldest,  best  and  largest  en- 
gineer on  the  P.  & N.  R.  R.,  as  he  stretched 
his  six  feet  four  inches  of  bone  and  muscle 
out  on  the  work  bench  in  the  round-house 
at  L . 


Two  or  three  voices  shouted  out,  “No! 
No!  Jim,  tell  us  about  it.” 

“Well,  boys,  you  all  remember  the  old 
420,  when  she  was  on  this  division;  she 
was  a beauty  to  look  at  and  a dandy  to 
ride  in;  rode  just  like  a rackin’  horse;  and 
those  eight-six-inch  drivers  could  get  over 
more  miles  than  any  other  engine  in  this 
country,  but  she  was  too  high  strung  for 
these  mountains;  she’d  go  up  in  the  air 
with  more  than  six  coaches  and  not  give 
you  one  honest  revolution  from  Banning 
here.  I’ve  been  so  mad  at  her,  when  she’d 
get  on  one  of  those  tantrums,  that  I’d  like 
to  ditch  her,  but  Lord-a-mighty,  going  east, 
she’d  dem  near  lose  the  wheels  out  from 
under  the  sleepers. 

“One  momin’  I’d  just  brought  in  No.  1 
and  got  home  and  eat  my  breakfast,  when 
in  rushed  the  call  boy  sayin*  that  the 
superintendent  wanted  me  at  the  depot  quick 
to  take  the  420  out  with  him  as  a passenger. 

“I  just  grabbed  my  old  hat  and  said 
good-bye  to  the  Misses,  and  scooted  over  to 
the  depot.  There  was  the  420  with  her  tank 
piled  full  of  coal  and  the  steam  whistlin’ 
out  of  her  blow-off,  and  there,  too,  was 
Finnegan  pacin’  up  and  down  the  old  plat- 
form like  a caged  tiger. 

“Soon's  he  saw  me  he  yelled,  ‘Hurry  up,’ 
and  I just  jumped  on  to  her  and  yanked 
the  throttle  out  about  two  inches,  for  I 
saw  he  had  the  orders  for  us  to  go  on.  As 
soon's  we  were  started,  Finnegan  gave  me 
the  orders,  which  gave  me  the  right  over 
all  trains,  but  cautioned  me  to  look  out 
for  No.  1 ahead  of  me  on  the  other  side 
of  the  mountain,  and  that  No.  1 would 
wait  for  me  to  pass  them  at  Bingham. 
Finnegan  yelled  at  me  when  I’d  got  the 
orders  absorbed,  ‘Get  every  turn  you  can 
out  of  her,  Jim;  we  haven't  got  a minute 


to  spare.’  So  I hooked  her  up  almost  to 
the  center  and  the  way  those  rails  slid  out 
from  under  us  as  we  flew  up  that  hill  was 
enough  to  make  your  hair  raise. 

“Then  I turned  to  Finnegan  and  asked 
him  what  it  was  all  about.  I can’t  tell  it 
just  as  he  did,  but  the  cream  of  the  story 
was  that  there  was  a fight  on  over  the 
United  States  senatorship  'tween  old  Dona- 
hoe,  of  Anacortes,  and  Cason,  of  Buttes. 
Donahoe  swore  that  if  he  could  not  be 
elected,  Cason  should  also  fall  down. 
Now,  Cason  had  bought  and  bull-dozed 
enough  men  to  elect  him,  if  he  could  only 
get  the  Donahoe  men  into  the  building 
when  the  vote  was  taken  or  answer  the 
roll  call,  so  as  to  have  a quorum  and  make 
it  legal.  But  Donahoe  had  hustled  all  his 
men  out  of  the  State  but  one,  and  that  one, 
State  Senator  Baker,  of  Dawson  County, 
was  caught  and  in  charge  of  a deputy 
marshal  at  Bingham,  on  No.  1.  Baker  was 
an  ex-conductor  off  the  River  Division 
and  I knew  him  well.  No.  1 was  to  wait 
for  us  on  the  west-bound  track  at  Bingham 
until  we  got  Baker  on  to  the  420  and  lit 
out  ahead  of  her;  and  then  ‘Fatty’  Baxter, 
Finnegan’s  chief,  was  to  manipulate  the 
wires  and  give  us  the  right  over  all  trains 
to  Helena. 

“Soon’s  we  pulled  into  Bingham,  Fin- 
negan jumps  off,  telling  me  to  go  to  the 
west  end  of  the  yard  and  back  up  on  the 
west-bound  track  ahead  of  No.  1 and  be 
ready  for  any  emergency. 

“Of  course,  you  can’t  help  but  know  that 
the  P.  & N.  were  back  of  all  this,  for  old 
man  Donahoe ’s  tonnage  was  something 
enormous  and  the  P.  & N.  wanted  it,  and 
the  general  superintendent  in  St.  Paul,  Mike 
Kinnear,  knew  that  Finnegan  was  just  the 
man  to  carry  the  thing  through  to  the 
finish,  if  he  told  him  to  go  to  it 

“I  managed  to  get  in  ahead  of  No.  . 
just  as  Finnegan  told  me  to  do  and  slid 
down  on  the  ground  and  greased  up  the 
eccentric  and  main  pins  all  around,  when  I 
saw  Finnegan,  Baker  and  a stranger  cornin’ 
down  the  platform  towards  me.  I climbed 
up  on  the  engine  and  listened  to  the 
stranger  kicking  to  Finnegan  about  the 
delay  to  No.  1,  and  then  when  they  got 
down  to  where  I was  I spoke  to  Baker 
asking  him  to  come  over  to  the  engine. 
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I'd  backed  up  on  sand  and  had  the  sand 
runnin’  on  the  rail  then,  and  the  fireboy 
was  up  on  my  seat  ready  to  pull  her  wide 
open  at  the  minute  I gave  him  the  tip.” 

“As  I was  sayin’,  I spoke  to  Baker  and 
you  may  believe  me  or  not,  that  chump  of 
a deputy  let  Baker  come  across  the  east- 
bound  track  to  speak  to  me,  while  he  was 
chewing  the  rag  with  Finnegan. 

“As  soon’s  Baker  come  up  to  the  engine 
so  I could  speak  to  him,  I gave  him  a tip 
of  what  I was  going  to  do  to  him  and  told 
him  to  yell  for  help  when  I grabbed  him, 
but  I could  lift  him  into  the  gang-way  all 
right;  then  I nailed  him  by  the  collar  of 
his  coat  and  commenced  to  pull  him  up  in 
the  engine.  Baker  yelled  for  the  marshal 
to  come  and  help  him,  but  the  fireboy  had 
the  old  420  going  in  less  time  than  it  takes 
to  tell  about  it,  and  that  marshal  commenced 
to  shoot  at  us  like  wild.  Baker  was  in 
the  gang-way  lying  down  with  me  and  the 
fireboy  before  the  first  bullet  caught  up 
with  us  and  the  420  was  running  like  the 
wind.  I got  up  and  looked  back  and  saw 
Finnegan  and  the  marshal  hustlin’  around 
to  beat  the  band,  then  I saw  the  442,  that 
was  pulling  No.  1,  commence  to  spit  smoke 
and  I knew  the  race  was  on,  and  the  way 
we  went  down  that  valley  would  make 
your  eyes  water  to  face  the  wind. 

“Every  station  we  came  to  we’d  get  the 
white  signal  and  a ‘high-ball,*  then  the 
signal  would  swing  around  red  again  and 
the  agent  would  run  out  and  yell  at  us 
to  stop  and  swing  his  arms  like  a wind- 
mill, then  grin  at  us  as  we  went  by.  He 
had  been  instructed  how  to  act  by  ‘Fatty’ 
Baxter,  Finnegan’s  chief,  over  the  wire, 
and  I took  the  cue  after  I passed  the  first 
office,  and  the  way  that  old  420  went  was 
a fright.  I thought  I was  on  the  ties  once 
or  twice,  when  I struck  a rough  place,  but 
we  hung  to  the  rail  and  went  like  a bird. 

“All  the  way  down  the  Missouri  canyon 
Baker  would  get  white  around  the  mouth, 
but  I let  her  go  about  as  fast  as  I thought 
it  safe,  and  when  we  got  out  of  that  canyon 
I gave  her  two  or  three  notches  and  when 
we  struck  Tomah  we  were  going  about 
seventy-five  miles  per  hour.  The  agent  run 
out  and  went  through  the  pantomine  of 
stopping  us  until  we  were  almost  there, 
then  I saw  two  words  printed  in  big  letters 


on  a sheet  of  paper,  ‘At  Helena!’  then  the 
agent  held  up  two  pieces  of  boards  fastened 
together  like  the  points  of  a split  switch 
and  swung  his  hand  through  the  points.  I 
could  not  think  what  in  thunder  he  meant 
by  the  performance,  so  I motioned  to  Baker 
to  come  over  to  my  side  and  told  him  what 
the  kid  done. 

“He  thought  it  must  mean  that  we  were 
to  go  through  a switch  at  Helena ; that  they 
would  probably  make  a bluff  at  stopping  us 
there  by  running  us  through  a siding,  but 
the  other  end  would  be  a split  switch,  and 
that  meant  for  us  to  keep  moving.  It 
finally  filtered  through  my  brain  that  was 
what  the  kid  was  throwing  at  us,  and  by 
that  time,  boys,  we  were  at  the  east  end 
of  Helena  yard.  I had  slowed  her  down 
to  about  twenty-five  miles  an  hour  and, 
boys,  I looked  out  and  there  stood  a man 
waving  us  down  like  mad;  but  1 let  her 
roll  along  and  when  we  were  about  twenty- 
five  feet  away  from  him  he  whipped  out  a 
barrel  hoop  and  I could  see  orders  and  a 
sheeet  of  paper  hanging  to  it  I leaned 
out  of  the  window  and  grabbed  it  and 
read  what  it  said  on  the  sheeet  as  quick 
as  I could.  There  it  was  in  big  letters 
printed,  ‘Get  out  of  sight  and  let  her  roll! 
All  safe  for  twenty-five  miles  an  hour.*  I 
grabbed  the  canvas  on  top  of  the  cab  and 
yelled  at  Baker  and  the  fireboy  to  get  down 
out  of  sight  I did  not  need  to  speak  twice ; 
they  were  both  down  like  a flash,  and  as 
we  passed  the  depot  I heard  folks  yelling 
that  the  engine  was  running  away;  there 
was  no  one  on  her  and  that  she  would 
jump  the  track  at  the  switch,  but  I kept 
out  of  sight  and  then  I felt  the  420  go 
through  the  switch  and  over  the  frog,  then 
run  along  on  smooth  track;  then  I opened 
up  the  orders  that  were  attached  to  the 
hoop  and  found  that  I had  right  over  all 
trains  on  the  Mountain  Division  to  Garden 
City,  the  district  terminal.  I’d  helped  lay 
the  steel  on  that  division  years  ago,  but 
I found  that  I was  pretty,  rusty  on  the 
curves  and  grades  before  we  got  through 
to  Idaho  line. 

“We  went  up  the  mountain  out  of  Helena 
pretty  good  clip,  through  the  tunnel  and 
tipped  down  the  hill ; as  we  went  by  Boss- 
burg  the  agent  run  out  and  gave  us  anothe 
hoop  with  a piece  of  paper  attached  wit 
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a message  written  on  it,  which  said,  ‘Take 
water  at  Allenton,  then  make  as  good  time 
as  possible  to  Garden  City,  without  a stop, 
and  keep  out  of  sight  passing  all  stations/ 

“When  we  were  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
out  of  town  I*d  rubber  ahead,  then  drop 
down  out  of  sight  and  we  would  roll  along 
through  the  yard  about  thirty  miles  per 
hour.  I never  touched  that  whistle  valve 
for  the  whole  286  miles  from  Helena  to 
the  Idaho  State  line,  and  the  bell  never 
rang  only  on  the  curves  and  rough  track. 

“It  commenced  to  get  dark  when  we 
were  about  five  miles  east  of  Garden  City, 
and  I was  on  the  look-out  for  more  orders, 
so  I told  Baker  to  get  on  the  back  of  the 
tank  out  of  sight,  for  if  we  stopped  and 
then  did  not  get  orders  to  go  on  and  it 
was  some  one  after  Baker,  I'd  be  in  a bad 
box  if  he  was  in  the  cab. 

‘Baker  had  just  gotten  out  of  sight  when 
I saw  a red  light  show  up  and  I slowed 
down  for  him.  I was  not  moving  more 
than  five  miles  an  hour  when  I passed  him, 
and  as  it  was  so  near  dark  I could  not  see 
what  kind  of  a mug  he  had  or  who  it  was, 
but  he  yelled  at  me,  ‘Stop,  or  you  will  go 
in  the  ditch  1 I got  a rail  up/  You  bet  I 
throwed  her  over  and  quit  movin’  ahead 
mighty  quick.  Then  I jumped  down  and 
ran  ahead  and  sure  enough  the  chump  had 
pulled  the  fish  plates  off  at  a joint  and 
sprung  the  joints  out  so  I would  have  gone 
down  on  the  ties.  That  made  me  mad  and 
I went  back  to  the  420  resolved  to  put 
that  marshal  out  of  business  right  there,  if 
I could  get  half  a chance. 

‘The  marshal  was  just  crawlin’  up  on  her 
when  I got  to  the  engine,  and  I says  to 
him,  ‘What  in  blazes  is  the  meanin*  of  the 
rail  out  just  ahead?’  He  replies,  ‘I  got 
positive  orders  from  Helena  to  stop  this 
engine  and  arrest  a man  by  the  name  of 
Baker,  who  I am  sure  is  ridin’  on  here 
and  is  tryin’  to  get  out  of  the  State.  Will 
you  give  him  up?’  he  says,  flourishing  a 
big  navy  cannon  ’round  in  my  face.  The 
flourish  had  hardly  died  away  in  the  air 
before  that  fireboy  of  mine  had  kicked  him 
on  the  elbow  and  sent  that  young  cannon 
out  on  the  prairie  and  then  I closed  in  on 
him  with  the  help  of  the  fireboy.  I had 
him  wrapped  up  and  a gag  in  his  mouth, 


layin*  back  of  the  water  hole,  wonderin’ 
how  it  all  happened. 

‘I  heard  a spike  maul  goin’  to  beat  the 
band  out  ahead  of  the  engine  and  I dropped 
off  and  run  up  and  there  was  Baker  shovin’ 
the  rails  together  and  puttin’  on  the  fish 
plates  and  most  ready  for  us  to  be  movin’ 
ahead. 

“We  run' on  carefully  and  the  lights  in 
the  yard  at  Garden  City  was  just  showin’ 
up  when  I heard  some  one  yell  to  me,  ‘Stop 
a minute,  Jim!’  and  I brought  the  old  420 
to  stand-still  and  lit  my  torch  and  put  it 
in  the  gang-way,  then  got  back  up  on  my 
seat  and  commenced  to  rubber  back  to  see 
who  it  was  that  stopped  us  this  time.  The 
first  thing  that  came  in  sight  was  Har- 
rigan’s  red  moustache  and  hair ; then  I 
knew  we  were  all  right.  You  boys  all 
remember  Harrigan,  who  used  to  be  round- 
house foreman  at  Helena?  Well,  he  was 
promoted  to  master  mechanic  at  Garden 
City  and  I knew  his  red  head  as  soon  as  he 
come  in  sight.  He’d  lost  his  hat  and  was 
so  near  gone  from  runnin’  that  he  only 
handed  me  my  orders  ^nd  gave  me  the 
high  ball  to  go  ahead,  then  fell  down  on 
the  side  of  the  road.  I jumped  down  and 
told  him  about  the  loose  fish  plate  in  the 
track  and  to  get  it  fixed  before  No.  1 came, 
or  it  might  cause  trouble.  He  nodded  his 
head  and  said,  “All  right;  but  Jim,  don’t 
stop  in  the  yard;  there  is  a switchman  at 
every  main  line  switch.  The  light  may 
look  red  to  you,  but  keep  goin’,  and  goin’ 
fast,  too.* 

“With  that  I jumped  upon  the  420  and 
started  her  off  easy-like,  and  we  just  slid 
through  that  yard,  no  head-light  lit  or  bell 
ringing,  nor  any  crossin’  whistles,  and 
everyone  but  me  out  of  sight.  I had  my 
side  window  closed  and  the  fireboy  had 
blown  out  all  the  lights  in  the  cab,  and 
we  slid  along  like  a phantom  engine,  like 
you  read  about  in  novels.  You  may  bet  I 
was  strainin’  my  eyes  out’n  that  front 
window,  though. 

“I  run  about  a half  mile  west  of  town 
and  stopped  and  we  took  that  deputy  off 
and  almost  untied  him,  then  jumped  on 
the  420  and  lit  out  as  though  the  devil 
was  after  us.  The  fireboy  had  lit  the  head- 
light and  we  ploughed  along  pretty  fast  up 
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that  old  mountain  and  stopped  on  the  top 
and  took  water.  I was  just  going  to  start 
when  the  agent  came  runnin’  up  and  yells 
to  me,  ‘Here,  Jim,  is  a basket  for  you; 
Harrigan  told  me  to  fix  it  for  you,  and 
Sam  (that’s  old  Rumsey,  the  superintend- 
ent) says  Dave  Grinnell  will  flag  you  at 
Little  Blackfoot  and  get  on  to  pilot  you 
through.  Run  carefully  ’till  you  get  him.’ 
Then  we  slid  down  that  mountain,  eatin' 
hot  apple  pie  that  the  agent’s  wife  had  just 
slid  out  of  the  oven  into  the  basket  for  us. 

“Well,  we  found  Dave  all  right,  and  went 
the  rest  of  the  way  to  Hope  without  any 
more  trouble.  Did  we  get  any  pay  for  the 
trip?  Well,  say,  boys,  I’d  like  to  work 
about  thirty  days  for  the  kind’r  pay  we 
got  for  that  trip;  I mean  the  same  rate  per 
hour,  and  the  agent’s  wife  got  paid  for 
those  apple  pies,  too.  But  the  way  we  were 
treated  at  Hope.  Baker  could  not  do  enough 
for  us;  then  we  were  given  passes  back 
home,  and  some  extra  man  brought  the 
420  back  here. 

‘I  put  in  regular  slips  for  the  trip  for  the 
fireboy  and  myself  and  about  a week  after- 
ward Finnegan  called  me  up  in  the  office 
and  gave  me  an  envelope  for  myself  and 
another  for  the  fireboy  that  made  the  trip 
with  me,  and  said,  ‘Jim,  I’m  sorry  the  com- 


pany won’t  allow  those  slips  for  the  run 
you  made  to  Hope  the  other  day,  for  you 
earned  the  money  all  right.  Read  what 
they  say  and  then  write  me  a letter  about 
it;  get  your  fireman  to  write,  too.’  I didn’t 
say  a word  but  opened  the  envelope  and 
by  criminy,  there  was  a bran  new  thousand- 
dollar  bill  and  the  time  slips  pinned  to  it 
I turned  around  to  Finnegan,  as  sober  as 
a judge,  and  says,  ‘At  least  the  company 
ought  to  pay  the  agent’s  wife  for  the  pie 
she  gave  us  up  at  Evaro.  We  were  almost 
starved.’  Finnegan  smiled  and  said,  ‘Here 
is  the  letter,  Jim,  that  I’m  going  to  mail 
to  her.’  And.  boys,  he  shoved  up  a nicely- 
written  letter  with  a fifty  attached  to  it. 
That  settled  me,  and  I went  downstairs  to 
find  my  fireboy,  and  derned  if  he  did  not 
get  a hundred-dollar  bill  and  the  offer  of 
a position  in  Anacortes  smelter  at  $1.50 
per,  as  a stationary  engineer.  You  bet  he 
took  it  at  once  and  he’s  over  there  yet 
and  gettin’  first-class  treatment  from  old 
Donahoe.  Was  old  Cason  elected,  you  ask? 
Well,  no.  Nor  old  Donahoe  either.  The 
derned  old  Republican  governor  appointed 
a senator.  Who  was  he?  Well,  he  was 
called  ‘Oily  Tom.’  I guess  you  can  figure 
it  out.*’ 

Cert.  3170. 
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The  Telegraph. 

It’s  off  and  away,  o’er  valley  and  plain, 
And  under  the  ocean  it  flashes  along, 
Carrying  the  new9  in  sunshine  or  rain, 
From  the  Golden  Gate  to  famed  Ceylon. 

Bringing  tidings  from  friends  far  away — 
News  from  the  seat  of  war; 

Russians  and  Japs  in  battle  array; 

Warships  dismantled  down  to  a spar. 

W all  Street  finance  spread  broadcast 
To  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth; 

Merchant  marine  with  grain  to  the  mast; 

In  India  a terrible  dearth. 

Lockouts  and  strikes,  boycotts  and  mobs; 
Fights  between  capital  and  labor; 

Man’s  inhumanity,  hunger  and  sobs; 
Everyone  at  the  throat  of  their  neighbor. 

Aggregation  of  capital  combined  in  a trust; 
The  workers  a strong  federation — 

Captains  of  industry,  with  insatiable  lust. 
Furnish  news  for  your  edification. 

Pestilence,  poverty,  wealth  and  crime; 

The  darkest  of  dark  ages; 

Material  galore  for  Tolstoi’s  time. 

And  numerous  other  sages. 

And  thus  it  goes,  an  incessant  click — 

A story  of  dots  and  dashes; 

Over  the  wires,  smooth  and  quick, 

Regardless  of  whom  it  lashes. 

— George  Clark. 


The  Turn  in  the  Lane. 

How  often  we  picture  the  possible  day 
When  fortune  will  camp  on  our  trail, 

When,  blest  with  enough,  we  can  rest  from  th*» 
fray. 

Be  safe  from  adversity’s  gale. 

We  picture  a future  of  roseate  hue. 

Fair  skies  never  dampened  with  rain, 

And  great  is  our  scheming  of  what  we  will  do 
When  we  get  to  t&e  turn  in  the  lane. 

Ah!  bright  are  the  dreams  as  we  sit  at  our  ease 
And  the  leaves  of  the  future  unfold. 

When  our  ship  comes  a-sailing  from  over  the  seas 
All  freighted  wit’i  coveted  gold. 

What  fancies  go  dancing  on  shimmering  feet 
Through  the  intricate  halls  of  the  brain; 

Of  joys  of  existence  unspeakably  sweet 
When  we  get  to  the  turn  of  the  lane. 


We  gaze  far  away  through  the  vistas  of  time 
To  the  beacon  of  hope  on  the  hill. 

And  now  to  ourselves  we  will  ceaselessly  climb 
To  the  summit  with  resolute  will. 

With  firm  resolution  we’ll  do  and  we’ll  dare, 

Will  laugh  at  privations  and  pain. 

Then  revel  in  ease  that’s  awaiting  us  there 
When  we  get  to  the  turn  of  the  lane. 

But  fancy  is  fickle  and  fortune  is  shy 
And  leads  us  a merry  old  chase; 

We  grapple  at  chances  and  from  us  they  fly 
Too  devilishly  swift  for  our  pace. 

Our  souls  in  the  sanguine  pursuit  may  be  brave. 
Our  muscles  we  painfully  strain, 

Perhaps  hut  to  sink  with  our  hopes  in  the  grave 
That  waits  at  the  end  of  the  lane. — Ex. 


A Modern  Union  Man. 

He  takes  a labor  paper  which  he  pays  for  in  ad- 
vance; 

The  united  garment  workers  have  their  label  on 
his  pants; 

He  patronizes  barber  shops  that  have  only  union 
crews; 

He  chews  union  tag  tobacco  and  wears  union 
label  shoes; 

The  union  label  is  in  the  thing  he  wears  upon 
his  head; 

And  when  he  leaves  the  bakery  it’s  always  on  his 
bread; 

He  has  that  union  label  in  the  pocket  of  his 
coat; 

The  quick  injunction  candidate  would  never  get 
his  vote; 

His  stogies,  if  he  smokes  them,  have  the  label  on 
the  box; 

And  if  he  could,  he’d  even  have  it  sewed  upon 
his  socks; 

He’s  got  it  in  his  overcoat — that  you  know  without 
a look; 

The  chef  that  carries  a union  card  is  sure  to  be 
his  cook; 

And  when  he  wants  some  printing  done  it’s  by  a 
union  printer, 

And  union  miners  dig  the  coal  he  burns  up  in 
winter; 

The  label  is  on  the  broom  he  buys  and  also  on 
his  shirt; 

His  wife  demands  it  for  her  pumpkin  pies  as 
well  as  for  her  skirt; 

He  lives  up  to  the  Golden  Rule  and  hunts  up 
union  clerks; 

He  attends  his  union  meeting,  and  his  duty 
never  shirks.  — &*, 
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The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


The  Breaking  of  a Heart. 

She  sat  like  a saint  in  the  swaying  chair  car, 
With  a far-away  look  in  her  eyes; 

Each  eye  like  the  ghost  of  some  earth-straying  star; 

(Sing  hey!  but  the  drummer  was  wise!) 

The  Drummer  came  by  with  his  bright,  winning 
smile 

And  looked  at  the  maid  with  a heart  full  of  guile; 
The  maiden  gazed  out  of  the  window  the  while. 
With  a far-away  look  in  her  eyes. 

He  paused  with  a sigh  and  a languishing  look; 

(Sing  ho!  but  the  Drummer  was  wise!) 

He  lowered  her  window  and  bought  her  a book; 

Nor  minded  her  chilly  replies; 

“She’ll  be  a school  ma’am  from  Madera!’*  thought 
he, 

“Or  a boarding-school  miss  on  vacation  maybe!” 
His  yearning  heart  throbbed  at  the  wide  myster-ec 
Of  the  far-away  look  in  her  eyes. 

He  offered  to  brighten  the  tedious  ride; 

(Sing  ho!  but  the  Drummer  was  wise!) 

He  asked  if  he  mightn’t  sit  down,  by  her  side; 

(Oh  the  far-away  look  in  her  eyes!) 

“Why  surely,  kind  sir!”  said  the  maiden,  “But  oh! 
Wait  till  the  conductor — my  husband,  you  know, 
Gets  here.  He  will  help!  Here  he  comes — Must 
you  go!” 

(Sing  hey!  but  the  Drummer  was  wise!) 

• * * 

Ear  up  in  the  smoker,  alone  with  his  woe. 

The  Drummer  sat  counting  the  flies; 

The  place  where  he  sat  wore  the  print  of  a toe 
Of  a boot  of  very  large  size; 

The  bitter  tears  fell  on  the  smoking  car  floor, 
While  over  and  over  the  .poor  Drummer  swore 
And  drearily  chanted  the  sad  “Nevermore  1” 

With  a far-away  look  in  his  eyes. 

Lowell  Otus  Reese. 


The  Toiler. 

Ye  sons  of  labor,  why  this  turmoil 
Why  this  unending,  fierce  disquiet? 

Why  this  so  violent  commotion, 

This  ever-growing  lust  for  riot? 

The  end  ye  aim  at.  Oh!  my  brother, 

Is  not  brutal  mobilation. 

What  can  ye  hope  from  wanton  bloodshed, 
What  wreak  ye  from  annihilation? 

Who  envieth  a richer  brother 
Breeds  but  ferment  around  his  soul. 

Ye  know  not  how  his  coffers  grew. 

Whose  life-blood  wrought  his  talent  roll. 

The  womb  of  poverty  doth  breed 
Not  only. fair,  angelic  mould; 

Nor  that  of  pampered  wealth  bear  forth 
Lone  devil  monsters,  fierce  and  bold. 

Have  ye  not  seen  of  times  untold 
Fairest  lilies  from  dung-hills  spring; 

And  richest  soil  from  substance  pure, 

But  a rank  growth  of  thistles  bring? 


Who  of  ye  would  not  bravely  bear 
The  smite  of  wealth  if  ye  but  found 
Rolled  ’neath  the  palm  that  dealt  the  blow 
Its  millions  done  in  sterling  pound. 

The  fancied  evils  ye  behold 
Are  but  the  fruits  of  idle  mind, 

Ripened  by  Envy’s  gentle  warmth. 

Plucked  by  a reason  goaded  blind. 

The  grandest  handiwork  of  God, 

An  honest  man  whose  daily  cup 
Stinks  not  of  greed  or  malice  raw 
But  with  contentment  welleth  up. 

He  who  can  say  when  day  is  done 
In  truth,  "I  did  the  best  I could,” 

Reaps  a contentment  born  of  God, 

Who  seeing  hath  pronounced  it  good. 

Though  it  be  not  our  lot  to  own 
Goods  of  this  earth  measured  in  gold, 

Let  us,  child-like,  use  what  we  have, 

Making  of  it  a wealth  untold. 

He  who  can  look  up  to  his  God 
Delighting  in  some  good  deeds  done 
Is  richer  far  than  millionaire 
Who  fears  the  light  of  each  new  sun. 

Pause  then,  a moment,  brother  mine. 

Ponder  the  end  ye  aim  at  well. 

What  of  the  goal  for  which  ye  strive 
Having  but  the  one  soul  to  sell? 

Oh,  that  the  daily  deeds  ye  do 
Be  done  to  brother  as  such  should 
And  hand  in  hand  in  each  day’s  strife 
Make  him  to  think  that  it  was  good. 

In  that  day  when  ye  shall  be  judged. 

When  the  Great  Judge  shall  say  "Divide”, 
We’ll  not  be  judged  by  gold  in  store 
But  by  deeds  to  those  at  our  side. 

Joe  Archer. 


The  Man  Who  Wins. 

The  man  who  wins  is  the  man  who  works — 

The  man  who  toils  while  the  next  man  shirks. 
The  man  who  stands  in  his  deep  distress 
With  his  head  held  high  in  the  deadly  press— 
Yes,  he  is  the  man  who  wins. 

The  man  who  wins  is  the  man  who  knows 
The  value  of  pain  and  the  worth  of  woes — 
Who  a lesson  learns  from  the  man  who  fails 
And  a moral  finds  in  his  mournful  wails; 

Yes,  he  is  the  man  who  wins. 

The  man  who  wins  is  the  man  who  stays 
In  the  unsought  paths  and  the  rocky  ways; 

And  perhaps,  who  lingers,  now  and  then, 

To  help  some  fellow  to  rise  again. 

Ah!  he  is  the  man  who  wins! 

And  the  man  who  wins  is  the  man  who  hears 
The  curse  of  the  envious  in  his  ears, 

But  who  goes  his  way  with  his  head  held  high. 
And  passes  the  wreck  of  the  failures  by — 

For  he  is  the  man  who  wins. 

— Baltimore  Neves. 
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Tried  Hard  Enough. 

“I’ll  never  marry,”  said  Miss  Passay,  with 
emphasis.  “Perhaps  not,”  replied  Miss 
Snapp,  “but  you  certainly  have  put  up  a 
gallant  fight.” 


The  Foundation. 

“That’s  the  new  mansion  of  one  of  our 
wealthy  sugar  refiners.” 

“Ah ! Another  house  built  upon  sand.” 
“No;  rather  upon  the  rocks  he  made  out 
of  sand.” — Philadelphia  Ledger. 


A Striking  Example. 

Professor — Robert,  do  you  know  the 
meaning  of  the  word  “precipice,”  or  “bluff?” 
Robert — Yessir. 

Professor — You  may  give  me  an  example 
Robert — I can  lick  you  with  one  hand. 
Professor — Sir!  What’s  that? 

Robert — That’s  a bluff. — Golden  Days. 


His  Interpretation. 

Little  Amzi  (who  has  an  inquiring  mind) 
— Uncle  Tim,  I saw  the  word  in  the  news- 
paper— what  is  the  “curriculum”  of  a col- 
lege? 

Uncle  Timrod  (promptly) — Curriculum, 
eh.  Why,  that’s  what  them  ’ere  mop-headed 
college  students  comb  their  hair  with. — 
Puck. 


Embarrassing  Predicament. 

A young  Oklahoma  man  went  to  church 
with  his  very  best  girl.  Both  were  quite 
handsome  and  modest.  When  the  collec- 
tion was  being  taken  up  the  young  man 
explored  his  pockets  and  whispered  to  the 
young  lady:  “I  haven’t  got  a cent;  I 

changed  my  pants.”  In  the  meantime  the 
young  lady  had  been  searching  in  her  pock- 
ets and  finding  nothing,  blushed  a rosy  red 
as  she  stammered:  “I'm  in  the  same  pre- 

dicament.”— Kansas  City  Journal. 


Another  Good  Way. 

Chimmy — Wot  is  de  best  way  to  teach 
a girl  to  swim? 

Johnny — Well,  yer  want  ter  take  her 
gently  by  de  hand,  lead  her  gently  down 
to  de  water,  put  yer  arm  gently  ’round  her 
waist,  and — 

Chimmy — Oh,  cut  it  out!  It’s  me  sister! 

Johnny— Oh ! Push  her  off  de  dock. — 
Puck. 


He  Got  Up. 

A traveler  put  up  for  the  night  at  the 
leading  hotel  in  a small  town,  and,  before 
retiring,  left  very  particular  instructions  to 
be  called  in  time  for  an  early  train.  Early 
in  the  morning  the  traveler  was  disturbed 
by  a lively  tattoo  upon  the  door. 

“Well?”  he  demanded,  sleepily. 

“I’ve  got  an  important  message  for  you !” 
replied  the  bell  boy. 

The  traveler  was  up  in  an  instant,  opened 
the  door  and  received  from  the  boy  a large 
envelope.  He  tore  it  open  hastily,  and  in- 
side found  a slip  of  paper  on  which  was 
written,  in  large  letters,  “Why  don’t  you 
get  up?” 


He  Got  His. 

She  was  a pretty  little  widow,  whose  hus- 
band, after  nine  years  of  married  life,  had 
left  her  with  four  strapping  boys  and  a gen- 
erous provision  of  the  world’s  goods.  Her 
financial  affairs  were  in  the  hands  of  a trust 
company,  the  cashier  of  which  having  an 
ambition  to  be  thought  something  of  a wit, 
often  joked  her  when  she  called  at  the  office. 
One  day,  in  opening  her  hand-bag  for  a 
check,  she  thoughtlessly  dropped  a pin  of 
the  variety  known  as  “safety.” 

The  cashier,  noticing  this,  jocosely  asked : 
“Is  that  your  fraternity  pin?” 

To  which  the  little  widow  replied: 

“No;  it’s  my  maternity  pin.” — Louisville 
Herald. 
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The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 
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Supply  and  Demand. 

A rich  man  sat  him  down  one  night  to  dine; 

Rare  was  his  food,  superb  was  his  priceless 
wine, 

A poor  man,  hungry,  lurked  without  the 
gate. 

And  craved  a crumb  from  off  the  rich  man’s 
plate. 

Yet  neither  rich  nor  poor  man  ate  that 
night ; 

One  had  no  food,  one  had  no  appetite. 

— Sam  S.  Stinson,  in  Lippincotfs. 


Way  to  Avoid  Annoyance. 

“I  understand,”  he  said,  “that  we  are 
reported  to  be  engaged.” 

“I  believe  some  one  has  taken  the  liberty 
of  starting  such  a rumor,”  she  yeplied. 

“Well,  don’t  you  think  it  would  be  easier 
to  make  the  rumor  true  than  to  go  to  the 
trouble  and  annoyance  of  denying  it?”  he 
suggested. 

“Perhaps  you  are  right,”  she  admitted. 
“Such  denials  are  always  ineffective  in  ad- 
dition to  being  more  or  less  distressing.” — 
Chicago  Post. 


Mixed  Flowers. 

The  anxious  mother  rings  up  what  she 
thinks  is  the  day  nursery  to  ask  for  some 
advice  as  to  her  child.  She  asks  the  central 
for  the  nursery,  and  is  given  Mr.  Gottfried 
Gluber,  the  florist  and  tree  dealer.  The 
following  conversation  ensues : 

“I  called  up  the  nursery.  Is  this  the 
nursery  ?” 

“Yes,  ma’am.” 

“I  am  so  worried  about  my  little  Rose.” 
“Vat  seems  ter  be  der  madder  ” 

“Oh,  not  so  very  much,  perhaps,  but  just 
a general  listness  and  lack  of  life.” 

“Ain’d  growing  righd,  eh?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Veil,  I dell  you  vat  you  do.  You  dake 
der  skissors  und  cut  off  apoud  two  inches 
vrom  der  limbs,  und — ” 

“What-a-at?” 

“I  say  dake  der  skissors  and  cut  off  apoud 
two  inches  from  der  limbs  und  den  turn  der 
garten  hose  on  for  apoud  four  hours  in  der 
morning — ” 


“What-a-at?” 

“Turn  der  garten  hose  on  for  apoud  four 
hours  in  der  morning,  und  den  pile  a lot 
of  plack  dirt  all  around  und  sprinkle  mit 
insegt  powter  all  ofer  der  top—” 

“Sir-r-r?” 

“Sphringle  mit  insegt  powter  all  ofer  der 
top.  You  know  usually  id  is  noddings  but 
pugs  dot — ” 

“How  dare  you?  What  do  you  mean  by 
such  language?” 

“Noddings  but  pugs  chenerally  causes  der 
troubles;  und  den  you  vant  to  vash  der 
rose  mit  a liguid  breparations  I haf  for 
sale — ” 

“Who  in  the  world  are  you,  anyway?” 

“Goodfried  Bluber,  der  florist.” 

“O-o-oh !”  weakly.  “Goodby.”— Buffalo 
Express. 


Obliging  But  Conscientious. 

Franklin  Matthews  of  this  city  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  ’83  at  Cornell,  and  at 
commencement  at  Ithaca  the  other  day  he 
responded  for  his  class  which  was  celebrat- 
ing its  twenty-year  reunion  at  the  alumni 
luncheon.  He  told  a story  of  a retired  navy 
captain  who  was  asked  to  fire  an  old 'cannon 
in  order  to  bring  to  the  surface  of  a lake 
the  body  of  a young  man  who  had  been 
drowned.  The  captain  put  on  his  uniform, 
marched  solemnly  to  the  edge  of  the  lake, 
and  fired  the  cannon.  Then  he  marched 
back  home.  In  the  meantime  a body  had 
come  to  the  surface,  but  it  was  not  that  of 
the  young  man.  The  captain  was  induced 
to  return.  Again  he  fired  the  cannon.  This 
time  he  waited  to  see  the  result.  Soon 
there  was  a ripple  and  a body  came  up; 
another  ripple  and  another  body  came  to 
the  surface. 

“There,”  said  the  captain,  “take  your 
pick.” 

He  waited  on  shore  while  the  searchers 
went  out  for  the  bodies.  They  came  back 
and  reported  that  neither  was  the  body  that 
was  wanted.  Wouldn’t  he  fire  the  cannon 
once  more? 

“No,”  said  the  captain.  “No,  by  gum. 
Do  you  think  I’m  going  to  set  up  in  op- 
position to  judgment  day?” — New  York 
Times. 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 


“HOW  TO  HAVE  SOME  SOLID  REST.” 

About  three  years  ago  a distinguished  pro- 
fessor of  the  French  academy  said  that 
fatigue,  the  sense  of  tiredness,  breeds  a very 
poisonous  bacteria,  which,  if  it  could  be 
killed  with  some  disinfectant,  the  human 
body  would  remain  young  forever,  the  liv- 
ing functions  of  our  organs  being  adapted 
to  keep  the  system  clean  by  the  elimination 
of  all  effete  matter  as  soon  as  it  makes  its 
appearance.  On  the  other  hand,  many  of 
our  most  unscientific  and  retrogressive  pious 
clergymen  have  often  indicated  that  the 
suppression  of  sin  would  very  likely  enable 
men  to  live  forever. 

We  plain  fellows,  without  any  overplus 
of  science,  or  even  piety,  for  that  matter, 
don't  need  to  bother  ourselves  about  how 
to  attain  eternal  life  on  earth,  not  anyhow 
until  our  talented  and  pious  people  try  to 
make  life  worth  living  to  themselves  and 
the  fellows  below.  All  the  same  we  are 
somewhat  interested  in  the  improvement  of 
our  lives  as  long  as  they  may  happen  to 
last,  let  that  be  for  a relatively  long  or  short 
number  of  years.  What  we  have  the  right 
to  know  is  by  what  processes  we  all  could 
live  a sensible  existence,  without  a perpetual 
mental  anxiety  about  that  dreadful  to-mor- 
row which  is  constantly  coming  day  after 
day.  Science  tells  us  that  our  organs  are 
by  nature  endowed  with  the  power  to  per- 
petually keep  the  system  in  fine  working 
order.  Theology  practically  tells  us  the 
same  thing,  viz.:  Elimination  and  human 
life  shall  go  on  forever.  Neither  sin  nor 
the  sense  of  tiredness  is  found  outside  of 
man  in  the  order  of  nature,  and  man,;  what 
is  he?  A fragment  of  nature,  coming  from 
nature  and  returning  to  nature  through  that 
death  which  we  all  fear  even  when  they 
tell  us  that  it  can  only  mean  the  entrance 
into  a grander  life  1 Is  not  yet  man  a com- 


bination of  absurdities  in  the  realm  of 
thought  ? 

The  realm  of  thought ! Why  should 
everything  be  in  perfect  order  until  we  come 
across  the  region  of  thoughts?  Our  very 
thoughts,  or  rather  our  power  to  think, 
must  necessarily  come  from  the  thinking 
force  which  originated  and  organized  na- 
ture, man  included.  Man  has  then  failed 
yet  to  properly  organize  his  thinking  ma- 
chinery. Hence  all  sin,  hence  all  sense  of 
tiredness,  hence  all  our  deformities  in  the 
panorama  of  human  life.  A certain  inces- 
sant, insane,  endless  war  between  man  and 
nature,  between  humanity  and  God,  between 
Christianity  and  Christ,  we  most  respect- 
fully suggest,  without  the  lesat  intention  to 
hurt  anybody's  feelings  and  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  all  human  trials,  longing  for  a 
better  humanity  than  we  have  thus  far  man- 
aged to  evolve. 

Before  we  go  on  with  our  short  analysis 
it  may  be  well  for  us  to  at  least  carry  our 
dear  readers  into  one  of  the  great  absurd- 
ities of  the  age,  illustrating  the  general  fact 
of  how  far  we  are  yet  from  all  sound  con- 
ceptions of  life. 

General  Corbin,  in  his  annual  report  about 
the  condition  of  the  army,  says  “that  our 
subaltern  officers  below  captain  should  not 
be  allowed  to  marry  unless  they  have  an 
income  of  their  own  apart  from  the  army 
pay,  and  should  be  found  without  debt, 
since  without  such  an  income  and  hence 
without  the  danger  of  debt  they  are  not  fit 
to  support  wife  and  children,  besides  the 
fact  that  wife  and  children  impair  their 
military  value."  Let  us  add  that  the  lowest 
pay  of  such  subaltern  officers  is  $1500  and 
$1400  for  first  and  second  lieutenants  respec- 
tively. It  follows  then  that  not  even  cap- 
tains with  $200  more  or  so  can  very  well 
support  any  wife,  with  great  alacrity  to 
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most  wives,  according  to  our  modern  stand- 
ards of  life.  And  we  have  no  right  to  find 
fault  with  such  army  conditions,  because 
they  come  from  the  wretched  industrialism 
we  see  fit  to  develop.  Personally,  we  have 
been  acquainted  with  estimable  women, 
wives  of  officers  with  $2,000  army  pay,  be- 
sides several  hundred  dollars' private  in- 
come, with  no  children,  and  unable  to  ever 
have  a home  of  their  own  forced  to  the 
miserable  boarding  house  life  with  its  dull- 
ness and  vacuity,  with  its  aimlessness  and 
nonsense. 

To  be  sure  we  need  armies  and  navies  be- 
cause our  whole  civil,  political  and  indus- 
trial life  is  but  a perpetual  war  against  the 
divine  plan  of  life  for  all  men,  all  classes, 
all  nations.  And  all  that  means,  what  ? 
Disturbances  in  the  realm  of  thought,  no 
recognition  of  fundamental  human  right,  no 
apprehension  of  fundamental  duties. 

What  a proportion  of  family  groups  in 
this  nation  do  you  suppose  can  count  on 
a mere  income  around,  say,  $1,500?  Pos- 
sibly 10  or  12  per  cent.  And  what  a pro- 
portion of  families  have  to  live  on  about 
$500  or  less  per  annum?  At  least  75  per 
cent  And  so  most  of  our  men  have  to 
have  wife  and  children  on  half  or  one-third, 
or  even  less  than  the  $1,400  or  $1,500,  which 
barely  suffice  to  keep  a single,  solitary  man, 
an  army  officer,  and  seldom  free  from  debt. 

If  from  army  officers  in  military  armies 
we  pass  on  to  officers  in  our  industrial 
army,  to  middle  business  men,  to  artists, 
teachers,  D.  D.,  M.  D.,  and  all  other  kinds 
of  occupations  above  wage  men  and  low- 
paid  clerks,  even  among  that  superior  class 
we  find  quantities  of  intelligent  and  good- 
hearted  fellows  who  cannot  earn  much  over 
$1,000,  if  as  much  as  that,  and  wife  and 
children- have  to  be  kept  on  that,  and  foolish 
conventionalities  in  home  ornamentals  and 
dress  will  have  to  be  met,  and  that  is  only 
done  by  the  curtailment  of  the  most  in- 
dispensable sanitary  needs,  by  a pinched 
diet  which  is  bound  to  make  poor  blood 
and  poor  thoughts.  Can  that  be  the  order 
of  nature?  Can  that  be  the  order  of  God, 
if  there  is  a God  anywhere?  Of  course  not. 
All  that  and  the  deformities  below  that, 
worse  yet,  can  only  come  from  our  dis- 


torted, incongruous,  unsanitary  plan  of 
human  life. 

And  that  kind  of  life  brings  the  sense 
of  tiredness,  the  fatigue,  the  need  of  rest, 
the  absence  of  capacity  to  rest  when  we  can 
get  it.  There  are  men  who  need  something 
of  a vacation  every  three  or  four  months, 
and  two  or  three  week6  after  their  one 
month  rest  are  already  in  need  of  another 
vacation.  And  the  more  vacations  they  can 
manage  to  have  the  greater  the  need  of 
longer  and  longer  vacations.  And  those 
who  most  need  a vacation  can  seldom  man- 
age to  have  it  because  of  the  absence  of 
resources  with  which  to  pay  for  it  All 
that  must  necessarily  be  the  result  of  wrong 
social  conditions  forcing  men  to  live  un- 
natural lives,  -to  work  under  excitable, 
artificial  methods  and  modes  of  action,  with 
insufficient  or  no  stability  at  all  for  us  to 
evolve  a quiet  mental  status,  a peaceful 
brain  development.  There  we  have  the  great 
evil  of  the  age,  far  more  prominent  than 
ever,  and  so  a complex  existence,  never  sat- 
isfied with  the  natural  needs  forever  long- 
ing after  the  artificial  ones,  man  crushing 
man  under  the  action  of  wrong  laws,  na- 
tion crushing  nation  through  commercial  or 
military  wars. 

A civilization  with  the  real,  honest  broth- 
erhood spirit  would  give  wealth  and  rest 
to  all,  and  no  sense  of  tiredness  or  fatigue 
to  anybody;  but  that  is  just  the  kind  of 
civilization  that  we  don’t  seem  to  care  for. 
Men  may  come,  later  on,  a little  brighter 
than  ourselves.  Let  us  hope  so.  In  the 
meanwhile  let  11s  work  for  the  growth  of 
that  brotherhood  spirit,  the  only  key  into 
the  kingdom  of  peace  on  earth  or  anywhere 
else.  Some  solid  rest  shall  we  obtain  from 
that,  anyhow.  Jose  Gros. 


STATE  LEGISLATION. 

It  has  been  advocated  at  various  times 
that  laws  be  enacted  enforcing  "State  ex- 
amination” of  telegraphers  with  view  of  de- 
termining their  fitness  for  the  duties  which 
they  are  expected  to  perform  in  handling 
of  train  orders,  messages,  or  other  "wire 
work”  connected  with  the  movements  of  all 
trains  wherein  the  safety  of  life  or  injury 
of  human  beings  are  concerned,  or  loss  of 
property  or  animal  life. 
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The  duties  or  capabilities  of  all  applicants 
for  any  telegraph  or  telephone  job  conn- 
ected with  all  “handling”  of  trains  implied 
in  the  preceding  clause,  to  be  determined 
by  examination  as  to  mental  or  moral  fitness 
as  well  as  for  knowledge  of  the  work  re- 
quired only  by  a “State  Board  of  Examin- 
ers,” one  of  which  shall  be  a member  of 
the  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers  in  good 
standing,  one  a business  man  actively  en- 
gaged in  his  pursuits  and  of  good  repute, 
the  third  examiner  to  be  chosen  from 
amongst  the  officials  of  a railway  company, 
and  within  the  State  wherein  this  law  en- 
acted, the  qualifications  of  the  third  ex- 
aminer to  have  come  from  actual  experience 
from  long  practice  in  handling  of  “trains” 
and  in  railway  telegraphy,  the  two  first  ex- 
aminers to  choose  the  third.  All  persons 
taking  the  position  of  employee,  “operator 
or  agent,  to  be  considered  applicants,  if 
duties  as  per  first  clause  above.  By  the 
enactment  of  a law  similar  to  above,  prop- 
erty and  life  would  be  safeguarded  by  its 
fulfillment. 

To  get  such  a law  enacted,  we  would 
have  to  give  our  support  to  some  candidate 
for  legislative  department,  either  in  votes  or 
in  working  for  their  interests. 

This  would  not  be  selling  one’s  vote,  as 
so  many  think,  but  it  is  looking  after  the 
interests  of  the  man  who  we  should  expect 
to  put  in  his  work  for  us  in  securing  legis- 
lation wanted. 

Some  will  advocate  a railway  company 
will  not  employ  a man  who  will  not  be 
able  to  handle  the  work  carefully.  Well, 
in  this  case  I would  refer  him  to  present 
conditions  down  on  the  “Katy,”  the  enact- 
ment of  a law  as  above  would  have  caused 
arbitration  at  once. 

Some  of  you  think,  “I  can’t  do  anything; 
no  influence.”  Well,  your  vote  counts 
“one.”  A good  honest  talk  with  your 
friends  to  help  you  on  this  one  point,  thor- 
oughly explaining  “why,”  will  work  won- 
• ders. 

This  year  as  soon  as  candidates  are  nom- 
inated will  be  time  to  begin  work.  Don’t 
try  to  pick  your  man  personally;  your  in- 
experience will  be  against  you.  Better  let 
some  one  who  “holds  the  balance  of  power” 


in  a Slate  election , “put  you  on  to  whom 
to  support ” then  turn  in  and  do  it. 

With  all  candidates  this  year  “fishing”  for 
the  labor  vote,  some  combination  in  some 
States  should  be  effective.  One  good  man 
sometimes  is  enough  to  do  the  work  against 
a tenderfoot  legislator,  who  usually  gets  the 
horse  laugh  for  anything  he  proposes. 

Don’t  wait  till  “politics  get  honest”  be- 
fore you  begin  to  work,  or  you  will  always 
be  “waiting,”  trying  to  do  business  for 
yourself  in  politics  without  giving  anything 
in  return  for  assistance  rendered  is  of  no 
use. 

Don’t  let  local  politics  cut  any  figure  in 
this,  except  under  those  who  have  State 
supennsion  of  campaign , you  will  know 
who  they  are  if  you  wish.  Every  railway 
man  will  be  more  or  less  interested.  Now 
is  the  time. 

Don’t  get  too  communicative,  but  do  busi- 
ness. Cert.  42. 


PROPOSES  A NEW  STANDARD 
SCHEDULE. 

I am  a telegrapher  of  thirty-four  years’ 
experience.  For  a number  of  years  I have 
read  with  much  interest  the  many  good 
things  in  the  journal.  I have  noted  with 
great  pleasure  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
Order  until  to-day  we  can  stand  up  and 
say,  “We  have  power  and  influence.”  Let 
us  use  it  judiciously;  not  be  arbitrary;  not 
be  radical ; not  be  impulsive ; but  rather 
let  us  be  conservative.  Keep  in  harmony 
with  the  public  and  be  reasonable  in  our 
requests  with  our  employers.  Let  harmony 
prevail  if  possible. 

I note  with  regret  that  there  are  too 
many  local  irons  in  the  fire;  too  much  di- 
versity of  opinion.  The  average  intelligence 
and  business  ability  in  our  Order  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  labor  organization 
in  the  country.  Let  each  one  of  us,  both 
young  and  old,  endeavor  to  increase  that 
average  in  every  way  that  will  endear  us 
with  the  public  and  enhance  our  value  to 
our  employers.  In  dealing  with  the  “nons” 
and  “scabs,”  remember  that  if  you  was 
never  a scab  you  was  one  day  a “non,”  and 
that  kindness  and  earnest  talk  “attracts,” 
while  slurs,  abuse  and  those  irritating  per- 
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sonalitics  will  always  repel.  The  good  work 
done  during  the  present  M.f  K.  & T.  strike 
fully  sustains  the  argument. 

There  can  be  no  question  regarding  the 
long  hours  we  have  to  work.  They  are 
unreasonable  and  longer  than  that  of  any 
other  class  of  labor  in  the  service.  There 
is  one  of  our  duties  that  must  go,  and  that 
is  the  U.  S.  mail  business.  It  is  entirely 
foreign  to  our  business,  and  is  nothing  less 
than  on  a par  with  convict  contract  labor. 

Now,  if  Bro.  Quick  will  spare  me  room, 
I would  like  to  submit  the  following  synop- 
sis of  a schedule  for  your  consideration. 
There  may  be  some  good  features  in  it 
worthy  a future  thought: 

(1)  Ten  consecutive  hours  a day's  work, 
including  sixty  consecutive  minutes  for  din- 
ner. 

(2)  The  calendar  wo'rking  days  of  each 
month  to  constitute  a month. 

(3)  Seventy-five  dollars  the  minimum 
salary  per  month. 

(4)  Overtime  at  regular  salary  rates  for 
Sunday  and  legal  holidays. 

(5)  Double  pay  per  hour  between  7:00 
p.  m.  and  7:00  a.  m. 

(6)  Handle  all  “overcharge,"  P.  P.  & 
call  express  and  all  “this  line,"  W.  U.  busi- 
ness on  basis  of  10  per  cent,  no  minimum. 

(7)  Cut  out  U.  S.  mail  service  in  every 
instance  account  “foreign  to  our  business." 

(8)  Up-to-date  cards  to  be  honored  for 
individual  transportation  over  all  lines  of 
railroad  covered  by  O.  R.  T.  schedules. 

(9)  One  cent  per  mile  rate  to  be  granted 
to  the  wife  and  minor  children  of  an  O.  R. 
T.  member  over  the  above  lines  of  railroad 
on  application  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
railroad. 

(10)  Seven  consecutive  days  each  year 
with  full  pay  to  members  in  continuous 
service  for  five  years.  Fourteen  days  to 
members  of  ten  years’  service,  and  twenty- 
one  days  to  members  of  fifteen  years’  ser- 
vice while  absent  on  vacation. 

Now,  brothers,  there  is  nothing  unreason- 
able in  the  above.  It  will  work  no  hard- 
ship on  the  railroad  companies.  The  public 
will  approve  it.  The  entire  Order  will  en- 
dorse it.  Let  a new  schedule  go  into  effect 
on  January  1st,  1905,  incorporating  the 
above  and  let  it  embrace  every  division  at 


present  in  existence  and  as  many  more  as 
can  be  organized  up  to  that  date.  Let  those 
in  authority  issue  a circular  letter  enfbody- 
ing  the  above  or  as  much  of  it  as  they  can 
approve  and  mail  a copy  to  each  and  every 
railroad  telegrapher,  “Order  man,  non  and 
scab"  in  the  country. 

If  necessary,  let  us  go  down  in  our  pock- 
ets to  assist  this  move,  and  by  one  mighty 
united  effort  lift  ourselves  to  a level  with 
other  organized  labor.  Serve  thirty  days’ 
notice  on  all  railroads  and  they  will  have 
no  kick  coming.  We  ought  to  do  much  be- 
tween now  and  January  1st  scheduling  new 
divisions,  new  roads,  new  members. 

If  the  above  should  conflict  in  some  cases 
with  unexpired  schedules,  make  it  an  amend- 
ment or  supplement,  but  let  it  be  universal 
throughout  the  country  on  that  date.  How 
many  of  you  are  with  me? 

I expect  soon  to  embark  in  another  busi- 
ness, but  my  best  wishes  and  my  member- 
ship will  remain  with  the  O.  R.  T. 

Now,  boys,  which  shall  it  be,  yes  or  no? 
Are  you  with  me  or  do  you  prefer  the  old 
rut  that  makes  you  a slave — works  you 
longer  each  day  than  the  section  man;  no 
extra  pay  for  your  ability  as  a skilled 
worker  and  contracts  your  labor  out  by  the 
year  to  the  United  States  Mail  Service. 

M. 


A SHORT  SERMON. 

Brethren,  you  will  find  the  text  of  my 
sermon  in  Exodus.  As  it  occupies  several 
chapters  of  this  book,  I shall  not  refer  to 
the  text  only  in  a general  way,  as  above. 
Whoever  has  read  Exodus,  and  the  trouble 
Moses  had  in  getting  out  of  Egypt,  cannot 
but  observe  the  application. 

There  are  a great  many  people  in  the 
world  who  look  in  the  Bible  for  a fitting 
simile  for  every  vicissitude  in  this  life, 
and  surely  cases  are  in  abundance,  no  mat- 
ter whether  you  believe  it  or  not,  that 
graphically  and  emphatically  assert  the  old 
saying,  “History  repeats  itself." 

Now,  the  poor,  down- trodden  Israelites 
were  in  a pretty  bad  way  on  the  advent  of 
Moses.  The  Egyptians  proved  very  hard 
taskmasters.  Dire  and  distressful  were  the 
condition  of  the  Israelites.  Their  male 
children  slaughtered  and  their  burdens  laid 
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on  heavier  and  heavier,  for  fear  that  as 
they  waxed  stronger  and  multiplied  in  the 
land  they  might  rebel,  or  at  least  demand 
a mitigation  of  their  burdens.  So  old 
Pharaoh  said,  “Behold,  we  will  rule  them 
wisely;  we  will  put  the  strong  hand  upon 
them.  Before,  they  had  straw  to  make 
their  bricks,  but  now  they  shall  make  bricks 
without  straw.  They  shall  gather  their  own 
straw  from  the  stubble  of  the  field,  and  the 
tale  of  the  bricks  shall  be  the  same  that 
they  shall  make.” 

Now,  I cannot  believe  a whole  nation 
was  kept  making  bricks  indefinitely,  and  a 
nation  of  some  600.000  people  at  that;  but, 
that  the  making  of  bricks  was  used  as  an 
illustration  to  show  in  the  manner  which 
their  burdens  were  laid  upon  them  and 
increased  from  time  to  time.  The  language 
is  used  to  show  to  what  a condition  they 
had  sunk.  They  were  compelled  to  labor 
to  their  uttermost;  their  recompense  was 
abuse,  starvation,  nakedness  and  assassina- 
tion. 

But  Moses  came  on  the  scene  of  action 
with  God  Almighty  back  of  him,  and  after 
giving  old  Pharaoh  and  his  people  black 
eyes  in  several  ways,  managed  to  sever 
connection  and  go  on  the  longest  pilgrim- 
age on  record. 

There  is  one  thing  that  stands  out  pretty 
plain.  Has  it  not  struck  you  forcibly  many 
times  that  every  great  man  has  God  Al- 
mighty behind  him?  His  magic  is  of  the 
mind.  It  is  of  the  kind  that  feels  the  pulse 
of  poor,  struggling,  suffering  human  kind, 
discerns  the  seat  of  disease,  and  adminis- 
ters the  balm.  And  again,  has  the  thought 
not  come  to  you  that  any  and  all  down- 
trodden people  are  God's  chosen  people? 
What  right  human  heart  does  not  go  out 
for  the  unfortunate  and  struggling  ones? 
Can  man’s  sympathy  be  greater  than  God’s  ? 
Would  we  not  expect  the  great  sympathy 
and  goodness  of  God  on  the  side  of  the 
starved,  oppressed,  labor-bent  and  naked, 
instead  of  on  the  side  of  those  who  op- 
pressed them?  How  clear  it  is  to  me  that 
the  Israelites  were  God’s  chosen  people,  and 
so  are  all  the  oppressed  to-day  and  in  all 
time;  and  if  there  is  a hell,  I think  it  must 
be  full  of  those  who  oppressed  their  fellow- 
man. 


Pharaoh  is  another  name  for  oppressor. 
Egyptians  another  name  for  taskmasters. 
Israelite  another  name  for  oppressed.  The 
world  has  been  full  of  them  since  man  lived 
upon  it. 

We  have  our  Pharaohs  to-day.  They  are 
as  cruel  and  unrelenting  as  during  any  time 
in  the  world’s  history.  Their  methods  dif- 
fer, the  results  are  the  same;  nakedness, 
starvation,  cold  and  unrequited  toil  and  a 
slaughter  in  cold  blood.  The  Pharaoh  of 
millions  to-day  who  rules  through  trusts 
and  combinations  is  as  dire  and  appalling 
as  the  Pharaoh  of  Moses’  time. 

Moses  had  hard  work  to  get  some  of  the 
Israelites  to  see  their  true  condition  and 
to  follow  him.  This  condition  had  gotten  to 
such  an  appalling  state  when  Moses  offered 
them  relief,  they  were  afraid  to  trust  him 
and  fearful  that  if  what  he  offered  should 
fail,  the  wrath  of  Pharaoh  would  be  re- 
doubled. How  do  they  differ  from  the 
Israelites  of  to-day,  down-trodden  and 
craven  and  fearful. 

Their  Moses  has  come — Organized  Labor 
— but  they  fear  to  trust  him.  Oh,  men  of 
little  heart!  Must  you  need  a veritable 
Moses,  staff  and  all,  to  lead  you  out  of  the 
Egypt  of  your  condition,  and  show  you 
the  promised  land,  where  toil  shall  be  re- 
quited and  your  loved  ones  bask  in  the  sun- 
shine of  plenty?  Oh,  ye  poor,  wavering, 
deluded  Egyptian  nons f When  will  ye  see 
the  error  of  your  ways  ? We  will  not  prom- 
ise you  manna  for  forty  years,  but  our 
promises  are  golden.  Now  is  the  accepted 
time.  The  Moses  of  your  redemption 
knocks  at  your  door. 

The  Preacher. 


FROM  WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Local  No.  33,  who  gave  me  several  copies 
of  your  valuable  journal  to  peruse,  and  after 
reading  them  over  thoroughly  several  ideas 
have  presented  themselves  to  me. 

I am  a member  of  the  Commercial  Teleg- 
raphers’ Local  No.  76,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
This  local  was  organized  last  March  with 
thirty  charter  members,  taking  in  all  the 
brokers  and  postal  men  in  that  city.  The 
Order  is  progressing  as  well  as  could  be 
expected,  with  the  opposition  to  contend 
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with  (the  unfair  company).  However,  there 
are  quite  a number  of  men  in  their  employ 
that  join  us  on  the  secret  list. 

This  company  is  assuming  the  same  at- 
titude that  the  railroads  took  against  the 
O.  R.  T.  back  in  the  90’s. 

Having  gone  through  the  mill  in  railroad 
work  for  fifteen  years.  I feel  like  saying  a 
few  words  to  the  boys  in  general.  I notice 
a great  deal  of  comment  on  the  $75  mini- 
mum. This  I can  not  agree  on  as  being 
the  proper  thing  to  ask  for.  There  should 
be  a graduated  wage  scale  for  the  new  be- 
ginner, and  he  should  have  less  pay  at  first 
than  a man  who  has  been  on  the  road  for 
four,  five  or  six  years  or  more.  The  num- 
ber of  years’  service,  to  my  way  of  thinking, 
should  be  the  minimum  to  go  by,  thereby 
giving  the  oldest  man  preference  to  the 
minimum  salary,  and  not  give  it  to  the 
youngster  on  his  first  attempt  to  hold  a 
position,  or  a foreigner  coming  from  an- 
other road.  This  would  obviate  so  many 
telegraphers  making  a change.  They  would 
hold  their  position  more  secure  if  this  state 
of  affairs  existed  on  all  lines  where  the 
Order  has  a schedule. 

Suppose  a $75  minimum  was  in  existence, 
the  student  from  the  railroad  schools  and 
colleges  throughout  the  country  would  fall 
into  line  with  the  old-timer  who  has  worked 
his  way  up  by  long  service. 

Another  important  object  comes  before 
my  view,  and  that  is,  how  are  you  going 
to  keep  the  student  that  learns  in  a college 
off  the  road?  The  Order  should  take  this 
up  and  they  are  strong  enough  now  to  do 
something  to  stop  this  influx  of  students 
coming  from  colleges.  This  is  a detriment 
to  the  order,  and  as  long  as  this  continues 
to  be  the  case,  you  will  have  the  nons 
among  us  still.  There  should  not  be  a 
“non”  working  at  the  business  to-day,  but 
if  there  is,  where  does  he  come  from?  The 
Order  should  know  this  and  try  to  remedy 
it  in  some  manner.  I would  suggest  each 
division  have  a member  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate from  whence  and  what  source  of 
schooling  this  non  makes  his  mushroom 
appearance  on  your  division. 

If  this  is  not  consigned  to  the  waste 
basket,  may  come  again.  In  conclusion,  I 


wish  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  younger 
element  that  they  should  feel  proud  of  the 
grand  O.  R.  T.  and  that  it  is  the  only 
salvation  for  the  wise  telegrapher  of  to- 
day who  looks  to  the  future  for  better  re- 
sults that  is  sure  to  follow  this  noble  Order 
cf  yours. 

I remain  yours. 

Commercial.  Opr.  Local  No.  76,  W.  Va. 


FAVORS  LEGISLATIVE  ACTION. 

I wish  to  express  my  approbation  of  ar- 
ticles headed  “Educate  the  People,,,  page 
1057,  and  “As  We  See  Ourselves,’*  page 
1059,  August  journal,  and  urge  and  insist 
that  our  Order  follow  and  carry  out,  by  all 
means,  the  suggestions  contained  therein,  as 
I think  it  would  be,  from  every  standpoint 
of  view,  a very  timely  and  politic  move  and 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  our  profession. 
Have  thought  of  this  many  times  before 
and  intended  at  an  early  date  to  express 
myself  on  the  subject.  This  article,  I think, 
covers  the  ground. 

In  the  last  named  article  I refer  specially 
to  the  latter  half  in  which  it  is  suggested 
that  our  representatives  and  also  the  public 
at  large  be  informed  as  to  our  small  pay, 
close  debilitating  confinement,  oftentimes  in 
close  uncomfortable  depots  and  offices,  and 
long  hours  coupled  with  denial  of  either 
Sunday  rest  or  remuneration  for  same,  and 
our  great  responsibilities. 

I think  one  of  our  best  prospects  for  a 
better  appreciation  of  our  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities, and  for  better  conditions  gen- 
erally, lies  through  the  influence  we  bring 
to  bear  on  our  representatives  to  legislate 
in  our  behalf  along  these  lines;  also  for 
licensing  of  operators  and  other  like  im- 
portant features  that  are  being  discussed  by 
the  brotherhood. 


Few  people  except  ourselves  and  our  im- 
mediate surrounding  friends  realize  just 
how  many  apparently  trivial  as  well  as 
larger  worriments  and  vexations  we  have 
to  endure:  discomforts  from  heat  in  sum- 
mer and  cold  in  winter;  narrow,  close, 
cramped  offices,  whose  two  or  three  men 
must  remain  and  work  all  day  attending 
their  various  duties,  which  are  familiar  to 
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all  agents  and  operators  out  on  the  "line;” 
getting  frequent  “round-ups”  from  irritable 
dispatchers  for  the  least  thing,  often  un- 
necessary and  uncalled-for ; to  say  nothing  of 
the  express,  W.  U.  and  mail  sack  nuisances ; 
and  if  we  would  call  attention  of  the  public 
and  the  law-making  bodies  to  these  and 
other  things  pertaining  to  our  welfare,  just 
as  the  railroad  companies  do  to  things  per- 
taining to  theirs,  as  evidenced  by  their 
“lobbies”  in  the  halls  of  legislature,  we 
might  like  them,  have  some  laws  passed 
for  our  relief,  too,  as  well  as  stir  up  more 
or  less  public  sentiment  in  our  favor. 

For  my  part  I would  much  like  to  see 
this  particular  subject  agitated;  or,  what's 
better,  carried  out  to  a finish,  as  I believe 
there's  as  much  good  to  be  gained  along 
this  line  as  from  many  other  things  com- 
bined, now  being  agitated  in  our  journal. 

The  article  on  “Express  Business,”  page 
1061,  is  as  true  as  it  is  sarcastic.  I've  had 
similar  experiences  and  been  treated  the 
same  way. 

As  to  the  Santa  Fe,  the  great  scab  line, 
I agree  with  article  by  Cert.  76,  page  1063. 
and  I say  treat  that  line  with  discrimination 
as  it  does  members  of  our  Order,  and  all 
hands  “continue  as  formerly,  and  I trust 
are  still  doing,  especially  at  “joint”  stations, 
using  their  influence  and  discriminating 
against  it,  in  every  way,  in  turning  all  the 
business  they  can  to  other  roads. 

Cert.  No.  26,  Div.  21. 


ANOTHER  SAN  PEDRO. 

I heartily  agree  with  Bro.  San  Pedro  in 
August  issue  of  The  Telegrapher,  in  which 
he  sets  forth  and  advocates  a percentage 
basis,  and  I think  that  is  the  best  way  to 
go  at  it  as  it  certainly  would  not  please 
some  of  the  men  that  are  now  getting  $75 
per  to  have  the  $45  man  to  come  up  to  him 
in  salary  and  he  get  no  more  than  at  first. 
What  has  he  to  labor  for  if  not  for  the 
betterment  of  his  position  as  well  as  that 
of  others?  I for  one,  if  I was  on  a $75 
per  job  and  the  O.  R.  T.  was  to  cause  the 
$45  men  to  come  right  up  with  me  and  not 
get  me  anything,  I would  be  tempted  to  fall 
out  of  the  Order,  and  I dare  say  that  there 
are  thousands  of  them  of  the  very  same 
mind.  I don’t  advocate  Wanderer’s  plan 


about  the  hourly  pay  any  more  than  I do 
the  $75  minimum.  It  would  not  be  fair  to 
the  higher  salaried  men  to  not  get  any  raise 
and  the  low  men  get  it  all. 

Let  the  schedule  read  as  Bro.  Pedro  has 
it.  You  could  not  get  it  any  better  if  you 
were  to  work  on  it  a year.  Let  the  present 
salaries  govern  the  raise,  the  $50  and  below 
men  to  get  a 30  per  cent  raise  and  those 
now  getting  $75  and  over  $50  a 25  per  cent 
raise,  and  all  getting  $90  and  over  $75  a 
15  per  cent  raise,  etc.,  and  eight  hours  per 
day  to  constitute  a day’s  work  with  oper- 
ators where  they  only  have  telegraphing  to 
do  and  ten  hours  to  constitute  a day’s  work 
where  they  are  required  to  do  agency  work, 
and  a 20  per  cent  express  commission  and 
cut  the  U.  S.  mail  out  or  have  $10  per 
month  for  handling  it,  then  he  can  afford 
to  hire  a boy  to  do  it  for  him  during  the 
rush  hours.  And  don't  forget  the  Sunday 
double  pay  or  cut  it  out,  too. 

G.  Myers. 


TELEGRAPHERS  TO  BUILD  A CITY. 


Now,  brothers  and  sisters,  let  us  gei 
things  in  shape  for  our  next  convention. 
Let  all  the  delegates  have  the  benefits  of 
your  views  so  they  can  go  there  with  their 
minds  made  up  to  a man  on  what  is  to  be 
done  and  how  to  do  it.  Make  this  conven- 
tion a record-breaker  for  business  and  don’t 
trifle  with  small  things. 

The  constitution  will  need  some  revision. 
Cut  out  all  superfluities  and  if  the  O.  R.  T. 
is  not  already  a pure  and  simple  labor  or- 
ganization make  it  such. 

I am  in  favor  of  making  ail  system  divi- 
sion dues  $10  per  year,  payable  semi- 
annually, and  the  Grand  Division  and  other 
divisions  $9  per.  I am  in  favor  of  having 
our  Executive  Committee  in  conjunction 
with  the  President  and  General  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  buy  a large  tract  of  land  in 
a favorable  locality.  Lay  it  out  in  farms 
and  a plat  for  a small  city.  Erect  a bank 
and  headquarters  buildings,  not  only  for  our 
own  use  but  for  the  use  of  all  other  de- 
sirable labor  orders  who  wish  to  make  their 
national  headquarters  there.  Have  all  the 
divisions  send  their  surplus  money  to  our 
national  bank  and  use  it  in  real  estate  im- 


provements, houses  to  rent,  light  and  heat- 
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ing  plants,  telephone  and  telepraph,  the  es- 
tablishment of  industries,  etc.  This  would 
possibly  have  to  be  run  as  a part  of  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Department  to  guarantee  the 
protection  from  confiscation  on  judgments 
for  damages  which  might  be  brought  against 
the  Order  in  the  future  or  until  the  working- 
men have  sense  enough  to  vote  for  their 
class  interests  and  get  immunity  from  un- 
just judicial  decisions.  No  doubt  the  Com- 
mercial Telegraphers  would  purchase  head- 
quarter building  in  our  city.  The  Electrical 
Workers,  The  Railroad  Gerks  and  many 
other  orders. 

We  could  have  our  own  post  office,  home 
for  aged  and  disabled  telegraphers  and  a 
distributing  point  for  those  out  of  employ- 
ment. It  would  be  somewhat  of  a co- 
operative colony  where  we  would  run  our 
own  hotel  and  opera  house.  There  would 
be  convention  halls  and  we  would  get  many 
conventions  of  all  kinds  on  account  of  the 
pleasant  surroundings.  Central  location, 
reasonable  rates  and  good  accommodations. 
Our  money  would  be  working  for  our  direct 
benefit  as  a class  and  we  have  thousands 
of  capable  members  who  would  be  given  an 
opportunity  of  securing  employment  in  our 
city  or  on  our  farms.  It  will  not  be  necessary 
to  pay  large  salaries  when  assurance  is 
given  of  permanent  employment  and  prop- 
erly cared  for  in  old  age.  I am  not  now 
nor  have  I been  in  favor  of  paying  large 
salaries  to  the  representatives  of  labor  or- 
ganizations. It  is  a detriment  to  any  labor 
union,  and  I hope  it  never  will  be  adopted 
by  the  O.  R.  T.  Fraternally  yours, 

F.  L.  Milburn. 


ROASTING  THE  $75  MINIMUM. 

I have  seen  so  much  about  the  $75  min- 
imum that  I am  going  to  express  my  opinion 
on  the  subject.  I think  it  the  most  foolish 
idea  conceivable,  and  am  more  than  sur- 
prised that  so  many  of  our  brothers  have 
taken  the  stand  they  have  on  the  subject. 
In  the  first  place  it  would  lower  rather  than 
raise  the  minimum  on  several  of  our  West- 
ern roads.  For  instance,  the  Santa  Fe  Pa- 
cific has  an  $80  minimum,  the  E.  P.  & S.  W. 
has  an  $80,  and  the  Southern  Pacific  has  a 
$77.50  minimum,  and  others  which  it  is  use- 
less to  name  here.  Now,  if  the  $75  min- 


imum was  put  through  it  would  hurt  rather 
than  help  all  the  men  on  these  roads,  which 
are  not  a few.  The  only  way  to  go  about 
a raise,  in  my  opinion,  is  for  every  road 
to  get  their  own  raise,  as  the  Sou.  Pac. 
has  done;  they  have  got  a good  schedule 
with  a $77.50  minimum  and  they  did  not 
have  to  strike  to  get  it,  but  if  they  had 
asked  for  100  per  cent  raise,  as  some  of  us 
would  be  doing  if  we  asked  for  $75  min- 
imum, they  most  certainly  would  have  had 
a strike  on  their  hands,  but  they  took  a little 
at  a time,  which  is  the  only  clear  way  to 
do  it.  They  did  this  by  themselves  and 
with  very  little  trouble,  and  any  other  well 
organized  road  can  do  the  same;  if  in  no 
other  way,  then  resort  to  the  means  that 
our  brothers  on  the  Katy  were  driven  to. 
We  have  given  skillful  labor  for  laborers’ 
wage  long  enough,  and  I say  get  organized 
and  make  them  come  to  terms.  We  can 
do  it. 

But  there  is  another  matter  that  in  my 
opinion  and  the  opinion  of  several  brothers 
whom  I have  talked  to  on  the  subject, 
should  be  put  to  the  front  first  of  all,  and 
that  should  be  put  to  all  the  organized  roads 
in  the  country  at  the  same  time,  and  that 
is  hourly  pay  with  Sundays  off  and  shorter 
hours.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  foolish- 
ness and  a loss  of  time  to  ask  a corporation 
to  more  than  double  some  of  our  salaries, 
not  because  we  are  not  worth  that  and  more, 
but  because  it  is  too  much  to  expect  at 
one  time. 

I am  in  favor  of  Cert.  38’s  article  headed 
“Educate  the  Public.”  I think  it  would  be 
a good  idea  to  do  this  before  we  request 
Sunday  rest,  shorter  hours,  hourly  pay,  or 
any  other  universal  move. 

Cert.  41,  Div.  137. 


HARD  LUCK  VS.  HARD  LUCK. 


I am  heartily  in  favor  of  a $75  minimum, 
and  I for  one  need  it  in  my  business  right 
now.  With  a $75  minimum  I would  have 
some  assurance  of  wearing  underclothes 
during  the  coming  winter,  and  having  an 
extra  pair  of  pajamas  between  now  and 
Christmas.  But  now,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  my  salary  has  been  reduced  on  account 
of  my  appointment  as  ticket  agent,  am 
haunted  with  imaginary  visions  of  myself 
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handing  up  nineteen  ordfers  clothed  in  a 
sugar  barrel  and  a ferocious  appetite  to 
screen  my  symmetry  from  the*  idle  gaze 
of  those  curiously  inclined  and  a cold  north 
wind. 

I am  unselfish  enough  to  also  think  of 
the  unenviable  position  this  company  would 
be  placed  in  were  I to  suddenly  expire  from 
endocarditis,  for  instance,  and  when  the 
coroner  held  a post-mortem  on  my  remains 
would  render  a verdict  like  this : “L. 
Stevens,  the  defendant,  after  three  months’ 

service  for  the  R.  R.  Co.  as  agent, 

died  from  exposure,  superinduced  by  a 
temporary  stagnation  of  underclothes.” 

All  the  advertising  matter  that  might  be 
issued  by  the  G.  P.  A.  would  never  counter- 
act the  ill-effects  of  that  verdict.  Ofttimes 
I find  it  difficult  to  overmaster  a fiendish 
desire  to  embezzle  the  archives  at  this  sta- 
tion, which  consists  of  a heating  stove  and 
front  door  to  the  office,  and  escape.  So 
far,  my  better  nature  has  reigned  supreme, 
but  with  the  advent  of  cold  weather  a cor- 
responding decrease  in  pants  and  increase 
in  appetite,  am  fearful  lest  the  brutal  in- 
stincts in  my  make-up  will  predominate. 

Should  the  company  decide  to  operate  this 
property  without  my  valuable  assistance, 
I believe  it  would  suffer  an  irreparable 
injury,  and  the  superstructure  of  this  great 
system  would  become  a tottering  wreck. 
I will  return,  however,  when  the  tottering 
commences,  provided  we  have  the  $75  min- 
imum, and  I believe  the  advantages  are 

mutual,  that  the  R.  R.  Co.  and 

myself  get  along  on  friendly  terms. 

I write  this  with  no  feeling  of  animosity 
or  underclothes,  so  far  as  this  company  is 
concerned,  but  with  a grubless  feeling  for 
shoes  and  pants,  and  fully  realize  that 
when  an  operator  can  disrobe  by  removing 
a pair  of  eye  glasses,  it’s  time  there  was 
something  doing. 

Should  I seek  a clime  more  in  conformity 
with  my  appetite  and  where  it’s  not  neces- 
sary to  subsist  on  delightful  scenery  and 
climatic  conditions,  clothed  in  my  right 
mind  and  a pair  of  nose  glasses,  will  still 
work  for  the  $75  minimum. 

Yours  with  a passionate  desire  for  grub 
and  an  appetite  for  pants. 

L.  Stevens. 


NO  CARD  NO  FAVOR3. 

In  The  Telegrapher  for  August  I notice 
where  Cert.  7022  claims  to  be  up  against  it 
for  helping  an  operator  who  did  not  have 
a card.  This  brother,  no  doubt,  has  a good 
heart  in  him,  and  when  he  found  this  oper- 
ator even  not  having  a card  he  could  not 
resist  helping  the  poor  devil.  I will  never 
forget  the  deal  I had  myself  with  one  of 
these  operators  who  was  out  in  the  cold 
and  on  the  bum. 

I was  holding  down  a station  on  the  Mo. 
Pac.  between  Jefferson  City  and  St.  Louis, 
my  night  man  being  one  of  the  warmest 
O.  R.  T.  boys  that  ever  breathed,  and  had 
very  little  use  for  any  operator  that  did  not 
have  an  up-to-date  card.  Along  in  the  cold 
winter  with  the  snow  one  foot  on  the 
level,  this  poor  operator  was  trying  to  get 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  sure  to  get 
employment,  and  was  stealing  a ride  in  a 
box  car  next  to  the  caboose  of  a fast  freight. 
The  conductor  and  brakemen  unloaded  him 
at  Jefferson  City  and  told  him  to  keep  off 
the  train,  but  when  the  train  started  for 
St.  Louis  Mr.  Operator  took  his  berth  in 
the  side-door  sleeper  as  if  nothing  had  been 
said  to  him.  The  train  boys  seeing  this  as 
they  were  pulling  out  and  his  berth  being 
right  under  the  end  door  of  the  car  in  a 
bunch  of  straw,  waited  until  their  train 
was  making  good  headway  when  they  se- 
cured a bucket  of  cold  water  and  leaning 
over  in  the  end  door  of  the  car  poured  the 
contents  all  over  this  poor  fellow. 

When  I came  around  in  the  morning  I 
found  this  fellow  in  the  cold  waiting  room 
shivering  from  the  cold,  my  night  man  re- 
fusing to  have  anything  to  do  with  any  one 
who  was  not  up-to-date,  and  believe  he  was 
doing  the  proper  thing,  but  after  I took 
charge  of  the  station  I began  to  question 
the  operator  apd  but  a few  words  were 
spoken  until  he  had  my  sympathy.  The 
first  thing  I did  was  to  get  him  some  dry 
clothing,  so  taking  him  to  a dry  goods  store 
I purchased  a neat  suit  of  underwear,  a 
white  shirt,  collar  and  necktie  and  pair  of 
pants,  took  him  down  to  the  office,  heated 
some  water  so  he  could  take  a bath,  as 
there  was  no  barber  shop  in  town.  After 
getting  this  fixed  up  I loaned  him  an  extra 
coat  and  vest  I had  in  the  office  and  sent 
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his  to  a party  to  clean  and  press.  I then 
took  him  to  the  saloon  and  gave  him  two 
drinks  of  whiskey,  as  I knew  it  would  be 
the  best  medicine  he  could  take  in  his  con- 
dition; took  him  to  the  hotel  and  gave  him 
a good  breakfast,  bought  him  a ticket  to 
St.  Louis  so  he  could  ride  on  a decent  train, 
and  gave  him  $5.00  in  cash  when  leaving 
so  he  could  take  care  of  himself  when  reach- 
ing the  city,  and  my  only  request  was  that 
after  he  got  straightened  out  and  felt  like 
writing  me  to  do  so.  This  happened  some 
five  years  ago  and  I’m  still  looking  for  this 
letter,  and  expect  will  continue  the  balance 
of  my  days.  So,  Bro.  7022,  you  have  all 
kinds  of  company.  I could  tell  you  of 
numerous  cases  I have  been  handed  by  those 
guys  going  over  the  road,  and  think  if  more 
of  us  would  treat  them  like  my  night  man 
did  at  this  station  we  would  be  far  better 
off. 

Cert.  826,  Old  Timer. 


WH0LE80ME  ADVICE. 

I have  been  so  busy  for  the  past  several 
months  that  I haven’t  had  time  to  make 
any  sarcastic  remarks  through  the  columns 
of  The  Telegrapher,  and  the  longer  I am 
forced  to  remain  quiet  the  more  I feel  like 
using  the  largest  megaphone  obtainable  to 
tell  the  membership  to  go  slow  and  be 
quiet.  All  I hear  is  come  here,  go  there, 
jump  hither  and  thither,  schedules,  griev- 
ances, come  at  once,  now  or  never.  If  I 
was  not  sure  to  hurt  some  one’s  feelings  I 
would  point  out  two  or  three  similar  periods 
in  the  history  of  the  organization,  periods 
of  prosperity  that  were  turned  into  periods 
of  disaster  by  what  I might  term  a Schedule 
Craze , or  a Seventy-Five  Dollar  Minimum 
Nightmare. 

In  the  language  of  the  “referee”  I would 
say,  break  away,  boys.  Stop  a moment  in 
your  mad  flight  and  hurrah  for  schedules 
and  seventy-five  dollar  minimums  haste 
makes  waste. 

The  labor  subject  is  not  a surface  ques- 
tion; it  is  one  of  great  depth  and  a never- 
ending  subject  for  thought,  sane  and  sober 
handling.  When  a man  enlists  in  the  army 
or  navy,  he  is  a soldier  or  sailor  in  name 
only,  and  it  is  only  by  strict  discipline  and 
hard  drilling  that  they  ever  become  good 


soldiers  and  sailors.  So  it  is  with  the 
newly  enlisted  members  of  a labor  organiza- 
tion. 


We  have  enlisted  a large  number  of  raw 
recruits  during  the  past  three  years  and 
instead  of  hurrahing  for  battle  they  should 
be  patiently  drilling  their  minds  so  as  to 
be  better  employes  and  better  understand 
the  labor  subject — the  better  employe  the 
better  member  you  make. 

Big  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow,  but  the 
process  is  so  gradual  that  the  growth  can 
be  seen  only  as  the  years  go  by,  and 
strength  and  firmness  is  equal  to  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  slow  and  steady  growth. 
The  railroad  and  the  telegraph  are  but 
recently  in  the  computation  of  time.  The 
first  charter  for  a railroad  in  the  United 
States  was  obtained  in  1822.  The  line  was 
to  extend  from  Philadelphia  to  a point  on 
the  Susquehanna  River,  near  where  past 
president  “Dolphin”  was  afterwards  discov- 
ered. The  road  was  never  built,  but  taking 
that  date  as  the  beginning  of  the  railroad 
we  have  had  just  eighty-two  years  of  rail- 
roading and  there  are  now  more  than  two 
hundred  thousand  miles  of  railroad,  not 
counting  the  Central  Vermont  Railway. 

Two  hundred  thousand  miles  of  railroad 
is  enough  to  reach  eight  times  around  the 
globe,  therefore,  if  you  thirty-five  dollar 
men  should  get  discharged  because  of  your 
membership  there  are  many  miles  of  road 
as  yet  undiscovered  by  you,  and  if  your 
ability  is  worth  more  than  thirty-five  per 
month,  you  can  always  find  a market  for 
ability. 


The  “telegraph”  dates  even  further  back 
than  the  railroads.  About  170  years  ago 
an  Englishman  named  Stephen  Gray  and 
two  French  inventors  discovered  that  an 
electric  current  would  pass  along  a wet 
string.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  tele- 
graph. 

In  1774  a Frenchman  named  Lessage 
made  an  electric  telegraph  that  would 
work.  It  consisted  of  twenty-four  wires, 
one  for  each  letter  in  the  alphabet.  It  actu- 
ally spelled  messages  and  was  regarded  as 
a great  wonder.  One  hundred  million  mes- 
sages were  sent  in  the  United  States  last 
year,  not  counting  those  sent  by  the  Central 
Vermont  Railway  in  trying  to  secure  oper- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


12T7 


ators  to  take  the  places  of  those  dismissed 
from  the  service  on  account  of  their  mem- 
bership in  the  Order. 

The  “wet  string”  telegraph  and  the  first 
little  railroad  were  considered  great  won- 
ders and  served  a purpose,  of  course.  The 
O.  R.  T.  and  all  other  organizations  have 
had  some  of  these  “great  wonders”  as 
officers  and  members,  and  it  is  a great  won- 
der that  we  are  still  in  existence.  These 
great  wonders,  like  the  “wet  string”  and 
others,  have  no  doubt  served  a purpose,  as 
it  is  by  the  experience  of  the  past  that  we 
learn. 

Calm  yourselves,  boys ; get  down  to  busi- 
ness. Make  a specialty  of  that  which  you 
can  do  best;  proficiency  in  one  thing  is  far 
better  than  a smattering  of  several  things. 
Let  us  have  organization  with  more  educa- 
tion and  less  agitation. 

Intelligent  association,  honest  federation, 
reasonable  mediation  and  arbitration,  will 
build  up  our  organization.  All  strive  to 
better  the  condition  of  the  telegraphers  and 
of  the  service.  A gradual  betterment  of 
conditions  is  far  better  and  more  substantial 
in  the  long  run  than  a whoop  and  hurrah 
policy  of  “do  it  all  in  a year  or  bust.” 
Yours  fraternally, 

T.  M.  Pierson, 

Vice-President. 


"HOW  SHALL  WE  BE  CERTAIN  OF 
VICTORY?” 

In  reading  the  editorial  of  August  number 
of  The  Railroad  Telegrapher,  regarding 
the  strike  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  Ry.,  the  ques- 
tion arises  in  my  mind  whether  it  is  possible 
for  our  worthy  brothers  to  win?  When  we 
consider  the  fact  that  in  this,  as  would  be  in 
all  strikes  where  there  are  so  many  “one 
man”  stations,  and  sometimes  so  far  be- 
tween, that  proper  communication  is  almost 
impossible.  Again,  stations  of  this  kind 
being  so  located,  the  operators  and  agents 
are  not  in  a position  to  receive  each  other's 
constant  encouragement,  which  is  one  of  the 
great  features  of  a victory.  These  two 
vital  necessities  having  been  named,  the 
question  arises  whether  any  of  the  operators 
above  mentioned  in  consideration  of  their 
position  may  not  fall  to  the  temptation  and 
necessity  of  making  enough  to  pay  expenses 


by  resuming  their  old  position  before  the 
strike  is  settled  or  through  some  false  re- 
port of  the  strike  being  called  off. 

Although  I believe  these  to  be  very  im- 
portant questions  to  be  considered  before 
a strike  is  called,  I see  no  reason  why  there 
should  be  any  difficulty  in  overcoming  them 
in  the  following  way. 

In  the  first  place,  there  are  over  thirty 
thousand  members,  or  we  may  take  the  ben- 
efit of  the  odd  thousands  and  say  in  round 
numbers  30,000  members,  who  pay  annually 
$7.00  dues,  aggregating  $210,000.00. 

How  many  of  our  worthy  brothers  have 
ever  stopped  to  consider  the  amount  of  dues 
annually  paid,  and  for  what  purpose? 

Why  could  not  a large  per  cent  of  this 
amount  be  reserved  to  protect  ourselves,  as 
our  brothers  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  should  be 
protected  at  this  time? 

My  solution  for  the  above  problems  would 
be  to  call  every  man  employed  by  the  M., 
K.  & T.  Ry.,  or  any  other  railroad  in  case 
of  a strike,  employed  as  an  agent  or  oper- 
ator, to  headquarters  at  St.  Louis  and  keep 
them  there,  paying  each  and  every  one  a 
stipulated  salary  equivalent  to  salary 
received  before  the  strike,  and  until  strike 
is  settled,  or  he  may  obtain  employment 
from  some  other  source ; said  salaries  to 
be  paid  from  the  $210,000.00  annual  dues. 
I conscientiously  believe  that  if  strikes  were 
thus  handled,  that  we  would  win  in  every 
case;  and  furthermore,  I consider  it  the 
duty  of  the  organization  to  take  steps  toward 
this  end,  and  trust  that  some  one  may  take 
the  matter  in  hand. 

H.  C.  Troth. 


A MEMBER  IN  NAME  ONLY. 


"There  is  a tide  in  the  affairs  of  men. 

Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune; 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries.” 


It  was  a road  on  which  the  boys  had  long 
been  striving  to  better  their  condition.  The 
local  chairman,  assisted  by  his  loyal  co- 
workers,  had  partly  persuaded,  driven,  or 
shamed  the  nons  into  the  fold  until  they 
could  boast  of  being  a “solid”  road. 

The  boys  had  had  a minimum  of  $45  per 
month  with  no  pay  for  overtime,  no  relief, 
and  had  very  humble  accommodations.  And 
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now,  after  the  inventory  showed  their 
strength  to  be  about  a 95  per  cent  member- 
ship, they  sent  their  General  Committee  to 
meet  the  officials,  hoping  to  get  an  adjust- 
ment which  would  be  satisfactory  to  both 
parties.  The  boys  were  asking  for  a raise  of 
$15  per  month,  pay  for  overtime,  and  at 
least  four  days*  relief  each  month,  with  pay. 

After  a host  of  insults  from  the  officials, 
the  poor,  heart-sickened  committee  retired 
to  their  humble  hotel  (the  money  the  oper- 
ators had  furnished  promised  to  barely  run 
them  a month,  and  they  had  been  econom- 
ical to  the  extent  of  beggary  already)  to 
talk  over  the  situation.  The  company  would 
grant  them  no  more  interviews  and  had 
totally  ignored  all  their  demands,  and  the 
hoped-for  re-adjustment  which  was  to  bring 
forth  better  conditions  seemed  to  be  very 
vague  indeed.  What  was  now  to  be  done? 

After  a lengthy  debate,  it  was  decided 
to  spread  a ballot  and  thus  satisfy  them- 
selves as  to  the  amount  of  grit  potentially 
stored  in  the  breasts  of  their  brothers  in 
the  behalf  of  whom  they  were  striving  to 
obtain  a few  more  pennies  per  day  from  the 
silver-plated  vaults  of  the  millionaires,  and 
thus  permit  the  lonely  wives  and  children 
of  the  operators  to  enjoy  more  of  the  much- 
needed  necessaries  of  life,  such  as  warm 
clothing  and  the  more  nutritious  foods. 

When  these  ballots  were  spread  they  were 
met  by  two  decidedly  different  sets  of  eyes. 
One,  which  I shall,  with  your  permission, 
name  an  “O.  R.  T.”  man  in  loyalty,  and 
the  other  a member  in  name  only. 

(The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  picture, 
if  you  please,  the  attitude  of  the  unloyal 
member  both  before  and  after  he  had  re- 
ceived the  increase  in  wages.) 

The  first-class  signed  the  ballots  with  a 
firm,  resolute  stroke  of  the  pen,  well  knowing 
that  if  they  lost  it  meant  out  of  the  tele- 
graph service  and  all  their  hopes  blighted 
forever,  but  they  were  of  the  “unconditional 
surrender”  type,  who  knew  they  would 
meet  victory  in  the  end.  These  brave  fel- 
lows constituted  about  45  per  cent  of  the 
membership.  The  other  55  per  cent  looked 
at  the  ballot  and  pondered  over  it  as  to 
whether  or  not  they  “ought  to  sign  it.”  If 
the  company  ever  found  out  that  they  signed 
the  ballot  they  would  be  blacklisted  and 


set  aside  and  that  meant  harder  work  with 
less  money  than  they  were  now  making,  and 
being  too  old  to  learn  any  other  business 
(they  thought,  and  maybe  they  were,  poor 
fellows!)  they  must  needs  wear  coarser 
clothing  and  have  sunburnt  faces  and  cal- 
loused hands.  Many  hours  they  pondered, 
and  by  and  by,  as  they  beheld  the  look  of 
hope  and  determination  on  the  brows  of  the 
more  loyal  members,  they  rather  hesitat- 
ingly and  with  a nervous,  half-afraid  stroke, 
signed  the  ballot  in  the  affirmative,  and  then 
wondered  to  themselves  whether  or  not  they 
really  would  “go  out”  if  it  came  to  a “show- 
down.” 

Shame  to  such  a one!  To  a loyal  heart 
he  becomes  as  loathsome  as  does  a leper  to 
our  eyes. 

Now,  after  getting  a good  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition  which  had  before  been 
ignored  by  the  company,  the  committee  were 
now  in  a position  to  demand  what  hereto- 
fore they  could  only  petition.  After  being  put 
off  half  a dozen  times  or  more,  they  were 
finally  given  a hearing  again,  and  it  was 
decided  to  leave  the  case  to  a federated 
board  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  bank 
presidents,  doctors,  merchants,  etc.,  as  if  a 
bank  president,  doctor  or  merchant  knew 
what  it  meant  to  telegraph  all  night  in  a 
swamp  where  mosquitoes  grow  as  big  as 
horse-flies,  and  there  to  have  to  sit  all  night 
with  closed  doors  and  windows  and  sweat* 
and  work  away  for  twelve  long  hours. 

After  a few  hours  had  elapsed,  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  were  drawn  up  and  our 
heart-sickened  committee  signed  for  a min- 
imum of  $50  per  month,  25  cents  per  hour 
overtime  and  a relief  of  two  days  each 
month. 


Right  here  I wish  to  show  the  effect  the 
new  schedule  had  on  the  two  different 
classes  of  men,  viz.,  the  loyal  and  the  un- 
loyal. The  hard-working,  loyal  member  re- 
ceived the  glad  news  of  his  increase  in  pay 
with  a feeling  which  only  comes  to  him 
who  has  spent  hour  after  hour  in  hard 
labor  trying  to  achieve  success.  He,  real- 
izing that  he  was  worth  more  than  he  had 
been  receiving,  took  the  increase  in  salary 
with  a meek,  yet  thankful  heart.  The  un- 
loyal member  laughed  to  himself  when  he 


received  his  increase,  and,  although  he  now 
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received  $5  more  on  the  month,  yet  when 
he  received  notice  of  his  semi-annual  dues 
being  due,  he  neglected  paying  them ; never- 
theless he  still  continues  to  wear  an  O.  R. 
T.  button  and  when  questioned  relative  to 
his  card  he  replies,  “I  never  received  it  for 
some  reason,”  or  “I  lost  it.” 

Very  often  the  dispatcher  calls  on  him 
to  do  work  out  of  his  regular  hours  and  yet 
he  never  sends  in  his  overtime  slip  because 
he  fears  that  by  so  doing  he  will  incur  the 
ill-feeling  of  the  division  operator. 

As  a climax  to  this  class  of  operators 
(they  invariably  belong  to  the  type  com- 
monly known  as  “hams”),  I should  like  to 
add  that  when  the  division  operator  was 
making  his  monthly  calls,  several  of  this 
type  of  operators  kindly  informed  him  that 
since  they  received  extra  pay  for  the  two 
days  if  not  relieved,  that  they  preferred  to 
not  have  any  relief  at  all  and  wanted  to 
work  full  time. 

Now,  brothers,  this  was  an  actual  occur- 
rence. Wouldn’t  that  raise  the  indignation 
of  Job?  The  idea  of  a man  (?),  a fellow- 
worker  with  men  who  are  striving  to  better 
the  conditions  in  their  homes,  to  provide 
for  the  education  of  their  children,  to  ele- 
vate themselves  and  push  out  toward  life 
and  liberty  and  heaven.  I say,  to  have  a 
man,  a scab  and  yet  known  as  a member  of 
our  grand  Order,  to  say  to  an  official,  “I 
don’t  care  for  any  relief  at  all,”  and  thus 
to  help  to  undo  what  has  taken  hundreds 
of  dollars  and  hours  of  hard,  persistent 
labor  to  accomplish,  is  enough  to  discourage 
the  most  loyal-hearted. 

What  would  we  call  such  a man  who 
has  no  more  forethought,  who  sees  nothing 
beyond,  who  holds  a penny  so  close  to  his 
eyes  as  to  hide  from  his  view  the  dollars 
beyond  which  we  have  been  striving  for 
these  many  years  to  obtain? 

Let  us  hope  that  such  operators  will  real- 
ize what  they  are  saying  when  in  the  pres- 
ence of  officials.  Brother,  if  you  are  starv- 
ing, be  loyal  to  your  committee  and  your 
Order.  Look  out  for  something  better  to 
be  obtained.  Even  though  you  are  in  abject 
poverty  don’t  sacrifice  your  relief  for  to 
obtain  a dollar  or  two  more  per  month. 

If  you  are  entitled  to  any  overtime,  send 
in  your  slips  and  thus  by  these  small  acts, 


which  are  but  acts  of  loyalty  on  your  part 
toward  the  other  members  of  your  division, 
aid  in  the  good  work  of  getting  ourselves 
upon  a solid  basis  and  also  encourage  our 
noble  officers  who  have  been  striving  for 
so  long  to  put  us  in  position  to  better  enjoy 
life,  better  able  to  give  our  families  the 
better  environment  of  good  schools,  churches 
and  more  cheerful  homes,  and  thus  to  be 
able  to  enjoy  a state  of  society  which  is 
equal  to  our  intelligence. 

J.  W.  Hancock. 


A BELIEVER  IN  CONSERVATISM. 

I have  read  with  much  interest  the  many 
articles  on  how  to  get  a $75  minimum, 
which  have  recently  appeared  in  our  valu- 
able journal.  Now,  I believe  there  are  very 
few  exceptions  where  a position  is  worth 
less,  but  I fail  to  find  any  feasible  plan  in 
the  articles  I have  read  so  carefully.  The 
Wanderer’s  plan  comes  the  nearest,  and  I 
can  only  say  it  is  good  enough  for  the 
wandeiers  to  try,  but  men  with  families 
looking  to.  them  for  a comfortable  home 
are  loth  to  make  such  a hazardous  venture. 
A $75  minimum  would  be  such  a large  raise 
in  this  branch  of  the  expense  account,  es- 
pecially on  the  Eastern  roads,  that  we  are 
sure  to  have  the  united  millions  and  corpor- 
ation lawyers  of  the  railroads  of  the  United 
States  pitted  against  us,  and  I am  sure  that 
anyone  who  has  watched  the  workings  of 
injunctions,  State  and  United  States  inter- 
ference in  the  past  ten  years,  can  see  our 
finish  in  case  of  a strike,  and  who  doubts 
that  it  would  come  to  that?  Let  us  rather 
profit  by  the  A.  R.  U.  strike,  the  miners’ 
strike  in  the  East,  and  the  detestable  con- 
dition in  Colorado  to-day.  If  it  is  possible 
for  the  Governor  to  deport  miners  for  no 
greater  offence  than  that  they  refuse  to  de- 
nounce the  union  and  sign  mine-owners’ 
agreements,  or  working  cards,  why  would 
it  not  be  possible  for  the  President  to  de- 
port operators  for  the  same  cause? 

No,  no,  brothers,  let  us  not  get  hasty 
We  are  steadily  and  surely  moving  toward 
the  $75  minimum  as  it  is,  and  who  will 
dispute  the  fact  that  our  rapid  progress  in 
the  past  few  years  is  due  to  a great  extent 
to  the  courageous  but  conservative  spirit 
of  our  worthy  president.  Look  through  the 
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annual  reports  and  see  how  many  times  he 
has  saved  us  from  a disastrous  strike ; but 
was  he  afraid  to  sanction  a strike  on  the 
M.,  K.  & T.  when  all  else  failed?  That 
discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor  is  as 
true  to-day  as  ever.  You  all  know  that 
men  or  boys  have  come  from  the  farm,  run 
over  the  road  two  or  three  times  and  went 
to  braking  and  drawing  a larger  check  than 
any  operator  on  the  pike.  Did  you  ever 
see  an  operator  do  the  same?  No.  Why? 
The  brakemen  have  been  organized  several 
years  longer  than  the  operators.  They  have 
had  a committee  wait  on  the  head  officials 
at  least  once  every  year,  and  they  have 
kept  their  organization  strong.  On  some  of 
our  Western  roads  when  a new  man  comes 
on  the  road  a committee  wait  on  him  and 
if  he  does  not  belong  to  the  Order  and 
gives  that  worm-eaten  excuse  that  he  hasn’t 
the  dough,  he  is  politely  told  that  there  is 
a reserve  fund  from  which  he  can  borrow 
and  pay  back  pay-day.  If  he  is  blind  to  his 
own  interests  and  will  not  join,  he  lasts 
only  a few  days. 

Let  us  then  work  with  a will;  organize 
ioo  per  cent,  get  rid  of  the  scabs  entirely, 
organize  and  schedule  each  road  separately, 
for  we  have  no  right  to  cause  the  friendly 
roads  to  suffer  with  the  unfriendly  by  call- 
ing a general  strike.  There  are  few  roads 
that  want  to  go  in  the  Santa  £e  class,  and 
by  dealing  with  separate  roads  we  will  soon 
have  them  all  on  one  side  or  the  other.  A 
study  of  the  past  shows  we  are  on  the  right 
road  to  success,  so  don't  try  to  make  ninety 
miles  per  hour  and  jump  the  track. 

Cert.  1904,  Div.  93. 


AN  INDUSTRIAL  UNIVERSITY. 

Several  years  have  elapsed  since  we  left 
Cavendish  and  Hendrix  at  the  labor  confer- 
ence in  Chicago.  Time  was  working  mighty 
changes  in  the  attitude  of  capital  toward 
its  employed  labor.  As  the  latter  grew  more 
powerful  through  organization,  the  former 
became  more  insolent  and  exacting  and 
openly  declared  its  hostility  to  all  labor  or- 
ganizations, and  boldly  united  its  managerial 
powers  in  one  grand  effort  to  defeat  their 
purposes.  Capital  determined  to  rule  by 
force. 


As  predicted  at  the  conference  named,  the 
condition  of  wage-earners  in  general  was 
not  uniformly  improving  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  system  of  organization  then 
in  vogue.  The  most  advanced  in  thought 
among  labor  leaders  saw  that  in  the  private 
ownership  of  land  and  machinery  of  pro- 
duction and  exchange  lay  the  immediate 
cause  of  all  industrial  wars,  and  that  no 
organization,  however  numerically  power- 
ful, that  did  not  recognize  this  truth  and 
essay  to  change  the  system  from  private 
to  collective  ownership  and  control,  could 
effect  any  relatively  material  improvement 
in  conditions. 

Foreseeing  this,  as  they  had  proven  by- 
years  of  effort  to  turn  organized  labor's 
power  from  its  present  central  objective, 
wage  schedules,  to  co-operative  ownership 
of  industries,  the  conference  at  its  meeting 
on  the  following  day  had  endorsed  the 
plan  of  the  Alliance,  of  which  Cavendish 
was  president,  and  resolved  to  establish  an 
Industrial  University,  with  branches  wher- 
ever practicable,  wherein  should  be  taught 
not  only  the  arts  and  sciences  but  trades 
and  professions  as  well,  and  where  its  grad- 
uates, having  mastered  the  technicalities  of# 
their  chosen  occupations,  should  henceforth 
remain  attached  to  the  institution  under  its 
plan  of  economic  production  and  just  dis- 
tribution. This  could  only  be  accomplished 
by  an  institution  legally  incorporated  to  buy 
and  sell  and  own  land  according  to  their 
needs  and  ability  to  acquire;  and  Cavendish 
and  Hendrix  had  again  returned  to  San 
Francisco  and  spent  the  intervening  years 
since  last  we  saw  them  in  establishing  such 
a university.  Let  us  lift  the  veil  that  hangs 
before  the  future  of  this  unique  institution, 
and  with  the  magician’s  lamp  in  hand,  peer 
into  its  horoscope. 

Behold  T the  scene  has  shifted.  San  Fran- 
cisco, with  its  traffic  and  fogs  and  broad 
bay  and  ocean  breezes,  has  been  left  behind 
and  the  sunny  lands  of  Southern  California 
are  now  before  us.  A broad  and  fertile 
valley  shimmers  and  glows  beneath  a semi- 
tropic sun*  and  spreads  two  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  varied  beauties  into  the 
farthermost  nooks  and  spurs  or  the  snow- 
capped mountains  that  surround  it.  The 
valley  is  an  emerald,  the  mountain  its  set- 
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ting  of  opals  and  amethyst  and  pearl.  In 
the  heart  of  the  emerald  sits  a cameo  vil- 
lage, small,  but  exquisitely  designed  and 
finely  wrought.  In  the  days  of  “manana” 
and  “poco  tiempo,”  of  the  swarthy  Mexican 
and  the  docile  burro,  this  valley  slept  and 
dreamed  as  did  all  this  land  from  mountain 
top  to  sea.  To-day  it  wakes  and  smiles, 
for  civilization  typed  in  the  Industrial  Uni- 
versity system  has  touched  it  with  a sympa- 
thetic and  caressing  hand.  Only  the  moun- 
tains sleep,  and  only  their  slumberous  silence 
and  the  languorous  haze  that  wraps  them 
remain  to  cast  over  lovers  and  maids  and 
poet-minds  the  wizard  spell  that  once  made 
this  the  land  of  “dolce-far-niente”  whose 
very  zephyrs  were  aerial  lethes  and  every 
flower  a lotus  bloom.  To-day  the  valley 
teems  with  the  abundant  life  of  American 
enterprise.  It  is  a bee-hive  of  modem  in- 
dustry, but  industry  freed  from  the  tyran- 
nous mastership  of  capitalism  and  organized 
and  humanized ; for  here  the  Industrial 
University  of  America  has  located  under 
the  auspices  of  its  Department  of  Coloniza- 
tion, one  of  its  largest  colonies  made  up 
of  the  hopeless  unemployed  drawn  from  a 
thousand  slave-marts  of  wealthdom.  Here 
fitly,  in  this  happy  valley,  amid  scenes  that 
breathe  only  of  creative  love  and  suggest 
the  kinship  of  the  world,  are  being  patiently 
solved  some  of  the  most  perplexing  prob- 
lems vitally  affecting  modern  industry,  state- 
craft and  civilization  itself;  the  problems, 
not  only  of  private  co-operation  in  produc- 
tion and  distribution,  not  only  of  the  re- 
sponsible administration  of  industrial  power, 
but  also  the  congenital  and  inter-dependent 
problems  of  the  unemployed,  of  over-pro- 
duction by  machinery,  and  of  government 
aid  in  diversifying  industries  and  develop- 
ing public  improvements. 

The  methods  and  purposes  of  the  Uni- 
versity in  assisting  the  unemployed  had 
greatly  aroused  the  interest  of  that  class 
of  people  who  believed  that  until  something 
substantial  was  done  for  this  class,  the  evils 
of  the  industrial  situation  would  only  be 
intensified  by  attempting  more  economic 
methods  of  production  and  distributive 
exchange.  Labor  could  only  be  engaged  in 
producing  or  exchanging.  To  drive  men 
out  of  production  was  but  to  drive  them  out 


of  employment  or  into  exchange;  to  drive 
them  out  of  exchange  was  but  to  force 
them  into  production  or  idleness.  With 
thousands  upon  thousands  already  out  of 
work,  what  was  the  use  of  bringing  the 
producers  closer  together?  What  was  the 
use  of  cheapening  the  products  of  labor? 
It  was  not  altogether  cheap  products  or 
cheap  transportation  or  cheap  exchange  that 
the  industrial  world  demanded.  It  was  not 
altogether  that  labor  was  robbed  and  ex- 
ploited by  capital,  nor  that  the  toiler  did 
not  get  the  entire  products  of  his  toil,  nor 
that  the  machinery  and  means  of  produc- 
tion were  monopolized  and  held  in  hands 
hostile  to  the  producer.  These  were  great 
and  damning  evils.  But  another  factor  had 
entered  into  and  complicated  the  danger 
which  these  evils  threatened  to  the  com- 
monwealth. A hew  element  had  appeared. 
The  industrial  world  was  confronted  with 
the  physical  fact  that  modern  man  had  so 
bent  the  powers  of  nature  to  his  will  and 
harnessed  them  to  his  purposes,  and  so  de- 
veloped his  organizing  faculties  that  he  and 
his  brothers  could  now  produce  more  in 
three  months  than  they  could  consume  in 
twelve.  Machinery  and  organization  in 
production  and  exchange  are  the  new  forces 
with  which  modern  industry  has  to  deal, 
and  to  which  it  must  adjust  itself.  This 
thought  had  all  along  occupied  the  mind  of 
Cavendish  as  he  was  developing  the  co- 
operative system  of  the  American  Trades 
Alliance.  How  would  the  University  deal 
with  this  essential  factor  in  the  problem 
before  it?  Would  it  fail  at  this  crucial 
point?  were  the  questions  many  had  asked 
and  patiently  waited  to  have  answered.  The 
reply  of  Cavendish  to  all  inquiries  concern- 
ing the  unemployed  had  shown  the  people 
that  the  University  had  a most  comprehen- 
sive understanding  of  the  situation  and  was 
bravely  attempting  to  meet  it.  Cavendish 
knew  that  the  adjustment  of  labor  condi- 
tions to  the  new  factors  of  organization 
and  machine  production  was  a most  delicate 
and  difficult  thing  to  accomplish  sucessfully. 
The  true  and  perfect  remedy  was  of  course 
a sweeping  reduction  in  the  hours  of  labor; 
but  on  account  of  the  competitive  habits 
and  customs  of  the  people,  it  was  a remedy 
that  required  a long  time  to  apply  ef- 
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fectively.  Large  co-operative  loans  on  the 
part  of  those  who  have-  to  those  who  have 
not,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  latter 
in  the  way  of  securing  both  home  and 
business,  was  practicable  and  more  speedy. 
The  people  approved  the  idea  and  when  they 
found  that  those  loans  were  to  be  directed 
to  the  co-operative  development  of  great 
public  utilities  and  of  new  and  non-com- 
peting industries  for  whose  products  there 
were  enormous  and  growing  demands,  many 
became  earnest  and  diligent  students  of  the 
system. 

The  Annual  Congress  of  the  American 
Trades  Alliance  was  shortly  to  convene  in 
Chicago,  and  Hendrix,  who  was  due  to  at- 
tend it,  arranged  an  itineracy  which  would 
take  in  several  colony  branches  of  the  Uni- 
versity and  land  them  in  Chicago  in  time 
for  the  congress.  His  party  consisted  of 
himself  and  Cavendish,  Mrs.  Hendrix  and 
Muriel  Douglas.  The  colony  of  Emerald 
Valley  briefly  noticed  at  the  opening  of  this 
chapter  was  their  first  stopping  place.  When 
they  left  the  main  line  of  the  great  trunk 
railway  fifty  miles  below  and  took  the  train 
over  the  railway  which  the  University  had 
built  to  Emerald,  they  turned  from  monop- 
oly at  its  worst  to  monopoly  at  its  best; 
from  monopoly  under  capitalism  to  monopoly 
co-operation;  one  unpoliced  and  uncon- 
trolled in  private  hands,  the  other  fully 
policed  and  controlled  in  co-operative  hands ; 
one  a corrupter  of  public  conscience,  a 
debaucher  and  usurper  of  official  power; 
the  other,  a public  utility  properly  confined 
to  the  performance  of  its  most  obvious 
functions;  one  an  oppressor  of  the  people, 
coining  their  sweat  to  pay  dividends  on 
fictitious  capital  and  levying  tribute  on  their 
labor  to  line  the  pockets  of  highwaymen 
directors;  the  other  simply  and  only  a ser- 
vant of  its  users. 

As  the  train  that  bore  our  party  steamed 
up  through  the  pass  between  the  great  gaunt 
sides  of  the  mountain  and  swept  round  the 
slopes  of  the  foot-hills,  revealing  in  a burst 
of  glory  the  beauties  of  the  valley,  exclama- 
tions of  delight  passed  from  lip  to  lip. 

Circling,  guardian  mountains  shut  in  a 
plain  about  twenty  miles  across.  Grain 
fields  and  orchards  and  newly-tilled  lands 
spread  before  appreciative  eyes  their  green 
and  gold  and  brown  divided  into  geometric 


figures  which  marked  the  gardens,  farms 
and  highways  of  the  valley.  Stately  rows 
of  eucalyptus  and  graceful  pepper  trees 
lined  the  converging  roads  that  bore  down 
upon  the  central  village  or  gathered  at  the 
rural  exchange.  Groves  of  these  and  other 
varieties  of  trees  dotted  the  plain  in  a 
thousand  places,  and  clustered  about  the 
farm-houses  and  residences  and  exchange 
buildings,  and  formed  a perfect  bower  about 
the  village  itself,  which  could  be  seen  nest- 
ling in  the  heart  of  the  plain  like  a jewel 
in  its  casket.  Flowers  were  everywhere, 
along  the  right-of-way,  beside  the  roads,  in 
every  door,  yard  and  garden,  and  birds  and 
butterflies  seemed  as  plentiful  as  the  flowers. 
Far  off  across  the  valley,  winding  along  the 
foot-hills  could  be  seen  a long,  sinuous  line 
of  trees  that  marked  the  great  irrigating 
canal  whose  waters,  brought  down  from  a 
mighty  reservoir  in  the  mountains,  were  the 
mother  of  the  life  that  seemed  to  riot  in 
such  abundant  fullness  everywhere.  If  water 
was  the  mother  of  this  riotous  life,  then  the 
father  must  have  been  the  sunshine  that 
touched  as  with  a magic  wand  the  flowers 
and  leaves  and  grass,  and  played  through 
the  delicate  haze  that  hung  over  mountain 
and  valley.  It  pervaded  everything  and 
seemed  inherent  in  the  things  it  touched 
as  the  sunlight  always  does  in  this  wonder- 
ful land.  Peace  and  plenty  and  beauty  had 
blended  their  ethereal  wings  and  spread 
them  over  it.  The  barbarous  shriek  of  the 
locomotive  as  it  approached  the  station 
broke  the  spell  which  the  peaceful  beauty 
of  the  valley  had  wrought  upon  the  travel- 
ers. 

“Commercialism  invading  paradise,”  said 
Cavendish,  turning  to  Miss  Douglas,  who 
occupied  the  opposite  compartment. 

“Yes ! But  commercialism  redeemed  and 
civilized,  I hope,”  she  said. 

The  station  was  situated  in  the  midst  of 
a pretty  grass  and  flower  plot,  and  was 
surrounded  by  palm  and  orange  trees  which 
gave  it  quite  a semi-tropic  air.  As  the  party 
descended  they  were  met  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  colony,  who  conducted  them 
to  the  colony  hotel,  which  was  located  in 
the  Labor  Exchange  block,  a short  distance 
from  the  station. 

The  Labor  Exchange  was  built  of  stone 
and  modeled  somewhat  on  the  plan  of  the 
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Industrial  Temple*  already  described,  but 
was  a larger,  handsomer  and  more  massive 
structure.  Here  were  located  the  colony 
department  store,  the  bank,  society  lodge 
rooms,  hall,  library,  reading  rooms,  the 
printery  and  the  many  offices  and  shops 
usually  grouped  in  the  Labor  Exchanges 
of  the  system. 

After  a brief  rest  and  lunch,  the  party 
was  escorted  through  the  building  by  the 
superintendent,  the  ladies  admiring  the 
beauty  of  arrangement  and  style  and  finish 
that  met  their  eyes,  and  the  gentlemen  re- 
marking the  business  order  and  system  that 
were  everywhere  apparent.  When  they 
reached  the  Labor  Exchange  its  manager 
showed  them  through  its  various  depart- 
ments and  explained  how  all  goods  that 
came  into  the  colony,  as  well  as  all  that 
went  out,  were  handled  by  the  Central  Ex- 
change of  the  village,  the  latter  supplying 
more  than  forty  rural  exchanges  scattered 
over  the  valley  and  receiving  from  them 
produce  collected  by  them  for  sale,  ex- 
change or  storage.  He  showed  them  the 
telephone  exchange,  explaining  #the  system 
by  which  it  connected  all  farm  residences 
with  the  rural  exchanges  and  the  latter  with 
the  village,  mentioning  also  the  fact  that 
the  exchange  orders  for  goods  and  produce 
daily  given  and  received  over  these  lines 
were  promptly  filled  by  transmitting  them 
by  the  automobiles  which  carried  freight 
and  passengers  now  as  well  as  the  usual 
mail.  Completing  the  tour  of  the  building, 
the  party,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  super- 
intendent, took  a carriage  at  the  hotel  en- 
trance for  a general  view  of  the  village. 
This  carriage  proved  to  be  an  automobile, 
these  convenient  machines  being  particu- 
larly adapted  to  the  fine  roads  of  the  valley. 
The  village,  which  contained  about  two 
thousand  inhabitants,  was  laid  out  on  a 
broad  and  generous  plan,  the  University 
buildings  being  located  in  the  center  of 
large  plazas  and  the  residences  on  spacious 
lawns,  while  the  avenues  were  wide  and 
finely  graveled  and  lined  on  either  side  with 
shade  and  ornamental  trees.  Between  the 
graveled  streets  and  the  graveled  walks 
ran  little  rills  of  clear  and  sparkling  water 
drawn  from  the  zanjas  that  irrigated  this 
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portion  of  the  plain.  The  most  marked 
feature  of  the  village  (if  an  absence  can 
be  called  a feature)  was  the  entire  absence 
of  the  straggling  row  of  shops  and  stores 
and  houses  usually  seen  in  places  of  this 
size.  Cavendish  had  remarked  and  men- 
tioned, and  was  reminded  that  under  the 
University  system  there  was  no  place  for 
straggling  shops  and  stores.  The  Labor 
Exchange  had  gathered  them  all  in,  and 
as  the  University  plan  created  villages  that 
were  a mighty  improvement  on  the  old  ones 
from  an  esthetic  and  artistic  point  of  view, 
so  they  were  to  an  even  much  greater  de- 
gree from  an  economic  and  industrial  view. 
Ugliness  is  to  the  artistic  what  waste  is 
to  the  economic ; and  the  University  did  not 
blush  to  lay  claim  to  the  artistic  as  well  as 
to  the  economic. 

“The  valley,  as  you  have  doubtless  no- 
ticed, is  nearly  circular,  being  but  little 
longer  than  it  is  broad,”  said  the  superin- 
tendent, in  response  to  a question  as  they 
rode  easily  and  noiselessly  along;  “and  the 
village  is  very  near  the  center;  therefore, 
the  whole  has  been  laid  out  in  the  design 
of  the  wheel,  the  Temple  being  the  hub,  as 
it  were,  and  the  streets  the  spokes  converg- 
ing from  the  farthermost  parts  of  the  valley. 
There  are  eight  of  these  roads  radiating  to 
as  many  points  of  the  compass,  laid  off 
with  exactness  and  extending  from  the  vil- 
lage to  the  foothills.  At  a point  five  miles 
out  on  each  of  these  roads,  two  other  roads 
diverge  on  either  side  at  equal  angles  from 
the  main  road,  and  these  also  extend  to  the 
rim  of  the  valley.  As  the  valley  is  about 
twenty  miles  across,  this  gives  us  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  miles  of  main  auto- 
mobile roadways,  and  all  in  fine  condition. 
Thus,  no  farm-house  nor  exchange  can  be 
more  than  a mile  and  a half  or  two  miles 
from  a main  road;  in  fact,  there  are  but 
few  of  the  exchanges  that  are  not  on  the 
main  lines.  These  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five miles  of  road  were  laid  out  under 
the  direction  of  the  management,  and  are 
maintained  by  the  colony.  Our  automobiles 
traverse  these  main  highways  daily,  deliver- 
ing mail  and  express  and  light  freight  and 
bringing  in  products  deposited  at  the  ex- 
changes.” Clinton  Bancroft. 

Moorpark,  Cal. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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FROM  DALLAS,  TEX. 

I have  read  with  interest  the  many  articles 
bearing  on  the  $75  minimum  and  the  per- 
centage increase,  each  contributor  contend- 
ing that  his  plan  is  the  best  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  We  would  all  welcome  any  kind 
of  an  increase,  whether  based  on  percentage 
of  our  present  salary  or  otherwise,  but  the 
question  seems  to  be  to  devise  some  plan 
whereby  a uniform  scale  can  be  made  that 
will  be  a recognized  standard  throughout 
the  section  of  country  so  embraced. 

The  $75  minimum  sounds  very  pretty,  but 
we  must  admit  that  it  is  impracticable 
While  we  hope  at  some  time  to  see  an 
actual  scale  in  effect  that  will  amount  to 
as  much  or  more  than  this  figure,  we  cannot 
think  that  it  is  the  proper  basis  to  work 
upon.  Then  how  about  20  per  cent  in- 
crease? That  would  be  good,  too,  but 
would  not  be  satisfactory  all  around,  for  the 
reason  that  it  would  make  a greater  differ- 
ence between  the  minimum  and  maximum 
salaries  than  exists  now,  and  which  should 
not  exist  to  any  great  extent.  I believe 
that  there  should  be  no  great  differences 
between  one  position  and  another.  Of 
course,  a light  “OS”  job  is  not  worth  as 
much  as  a heavy  relay  or  train  order  sta- 
tion and  should  not  pay  so  much,  but  it 
is  my  humble  opinion  that  this  difference 
should  not  exceed  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars 
at  most.  Suppose  we  get  a 20  per  cent 
increase;  I am  drawing  $75,  while  a few 
stations  from  me  is  a man  working  for  $55. 
Under  the  new  scale  I would  get  an  increase 
of  $15,  or  $90  per  month,  while  my  neighbor 
would  get  an  increase  of  only  $11,  or  a 
total  of  $66.  Before  the  new  scale  there 
was  a difference  of  $20  between  his  salary 
and  mine,  under  the  new  there  exists  a 
difference  of  $24,  and  every  time  a flat  per 
ceitf  increase  is  made,  this  difference  will 
grow  broader.  The  man  who  most  needs 
the  increase  is  the  man  who  gets  the  small- 
est portion  of  it. 

In  all  the  standard  yards  in  this  country 
they  pay  switchmen  for  day  work  28  cents 
per  hour  and  30  cents  per  hour  for  night 
work.  Note  the  exact  reverse  to  the  usual 
custom  of  making  night  rate  lower.  Ten 
hours  constitute  a day’s  work.  They  have 
no  monthly  rating,  and  when  they  work 


thirty-one  days  they  get  pay  for  thirty-one 
days.  I have  thought  over  the  hourly  rate 
much,  and  watched  its  working  in  other  de- 
partments until  I am  convinced  that  it  is 
nearer  just  what  we  want  than  any  other 
plan  suggested  so  far. 


It  would  be  necessary  to  divide  teleg- 
raphers into  at  least  three  classes,  with  a 
sliding  scale  of  say  two  cents  between  each 
class.  This  would  amount  to  approximately 
$6  per  month  between  class  one  and  two 
and  $12  between  class  one  and  three,  which 
I consider  sufficient,  at  least  in  both  cases. 
Ten  hours  to  constitute  a day’s  work,  and 
I would  favor  making  five  hours,  not  to  be 
split  more  than  once,  a day  for  Sunday 
work.  Perhaps  you  would  say  make  all 
Sunday  work  overtime.  I would  like  to  see 
it  that  way,  but  you  and  I know  that  trains 
wiil  and  must  be  operated  on  Sunday,  so 
that  our  presence  is  necessary,  but  if  we 
make  five  hours  a day  and  all  over  that 
overtime,  we  would  have  a great  many 
hours  at  home  with  our  families  that  are 
now  spent  hanging  around  the  office  when 
we  are  not  needed,  and  if  the  company  was 
paying  us  extra  for  this  time,  you  would 
be  surprised  to  see  how  much  they  could 
dispense  with  your  services. 

If  you  will  pardon  a little  personality,  I 
vdsh  to  make  a little  illustration  of  the 
effects  of  paying  overtime  has  on  excusing 
elegraphers : 

On  the  road  where  I am  employed  our 
first  schedule  did  not  provide  for  overtime 
for  meal  hour  missed,  and  as  a consequence 
I rarely  got  dinner  before  1 :oo  to  2 :oo  p.  m. 
In  fact,  at  least  twenty  days  out  of  thirty 
I took  dinner  after  1 :oo  p.  m.,  and  perhaps 
five  days  during  the  month  I got  off  as 
early  as  12:30  p.  m.,  and  possibly  I went 
to  dinner  like  “white  folks”  at  noon  as 
many  as  five  times  in  a month.  Our  revised 
schedule  provides  that  when  kept  on  duty 
as  late  as  12:30  p.  m.  one  hour  overtime  will 
be  paid  and  thirty  minutes  allowed  for 
lunch  as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  get  25 
cents  for  each  time  we  remain  on  duty  until 
12:30.  My  overtime  amounts  from  50  cents 
to  $1.50  per  month,  or  from  two  to  six  meals 
as  late  as  12:30  p.  m. 

Note  what  a vast  improvement  in  regulat- 
ing our  dinner  hour.  It  is  not  because  of 
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changed  conditions.  Our  presence  was  no 
more  necessary  then  than  now,  but  now  dis- 
patchers will  fix  trains  so  you  can  go. 
Before  it  was  convenient  to  keep  you  on, 
and,  costing  nothing,  you  stayed.  It  would 
be  the  same  on  Sunday ; you  could  be  away 
from  your  office  almost  all  the  time  except 
your  five  hours,  and  Sunday  would  be 
looked  forward  to  as  a day  of  partial  rest, 
instead  of  a long,  wearisome  drill  with  no 
break  in  the  terrib'e  monotony.  It  is  human 
nature  to  want  the  best  possible  pay  for 
services  rendered,  but,  personally,  I would 
prefer  a little  rest  on  Sunday,  with  shorter 
hours  during  week  days,  to  a corresponding 
increase  in  pay.  How  do  you  view  it, 
brother?  Cert.  34,  DiY  57. 


A8  OTHERS  SEE  US. 

A prominent  business  man,  who  read  July 
and  August  numbers  of  The  Telegrapher, 
said:  “Your  correspondents  remind  me  of 
a pack  of  hungry  dogs  quarreling  over  a 
bone.  In  your  case  the  bone  is  the  $75 
minimum.”  He  then  called  my  attention  to 
a number  of  radical  letters  in  the  two  issues, 
with  the  quick  remark,  “If  my  employes 
were  publishing  to  the  world  at  every  op- 
portunity such  intention  with  regard  to  me 
and  my  business,  I would  discharge  the 
last  one  of  them  if  I never  turned  another 
wheel.”  And  the  gentleman  is  a union 
sympathizer,  whose  employes  are  working 
under  a schedule. 

Do  you  brothers  who  are  voicing  your 
kicks  with  plans  of  action  attached,  or  en- 
dorsing some  radical  plan  of  another,  to- 
gether with  the  information  that  you  hate 
conservatism,  ever  stop  to  think  what  you 
are  talking  about,  and  the  object  you  wish 
to  attain?  Don't  you  know  that  every  issue 
of  our  journal  is  available  to  the  managers 
of  the  railroads?  Do  you  suppose  Japan 
would  have  astonished  the  world  with  her 
victories  had  she  published  her  “plan  of 
action”  for  the  benefit  of  her  enemies? 
Where  would  the  $10,000,000  profit  on  the 
L.  & N.  corner  have  come  in  if  Mr.  Gates 
had  notified  J.  P.  Morgan  & Co.  of  his  “plan 
of  action.”  And  another  large  class  held  up 
to  our  admiring  gaze,  the  B.  of  L.  E.  and 
its  four-dollar  ten-hour  schedules.  Right, 
quite  right,  but  you  overlook  entirely  the 


conservative  methods  used  to  get  this  proud 
position.  As  leaders  of  railroad  labor  the 
B.  of  L.  E.  is  known  throughout  the  busi- 
ness world  as  one  of  the  most  conservative 
organizations  in  the  United  States;  yet,  as 
many  of  you  point  out,  she  secures  the  best 
schedules  and  more  favors  than  any  of  her 
sister  organizations.  Let’s  glance  at  her 
methods. 

Take  the  B.  & O.,  for  instance.  Ten 
years  ago  enginemen  received  $3.25  for  a 
twelve-hour  day;  30  cents  per  hour  over- 
time. To-day  they  get  $4.20  for  ten  hours 
and  35  cents  for  overtime.  It  took  them 
ten  long  years  to  get  an  increase  of  45  cents 
and  two  hours  off  the  day.  You,  with  an 
organization  practically  all  new  since  1897, 
not  a dollar  of  a strike  fund,  want  to  tie 
up  every  road  in  the  Union  if  they  don't 
jump  your  salaries  from  30  to  50  cents  on 
the  day  all  in  one  day.  I believe  you  when 
you  say  you  hate  conservatism,  but  con- 
demn your  judgment. 

I will  close  this  tirade  for  the  present 
with  my  compliments  to  the  brother  who 
wrote  A Few  Points  a Telegrapher  Should 
Observe.  Looking  at  it  from  the  stand- 
point of  an  operator,  E.  M.  H.  has  written 
the  best  thing  published  in  Correspondents’ 
column  for  a year,  and  I for  one  found 
several  points  of  value,  some  overlooked, 
others  forgotten,  and  more  that  I never  knew. 
So  I am  glad  to  extend  thanks  for  the 
information,  and  hope  it  will  lead  to  further 
discussion  which  will  be  so  profitable  in 
every  office. 

Cert.  419. 


WHY  8HOULD  WE  NOT  BE  ABLE  TO 
SECURE  AT  LEAST  A PARTIAL 
SUNDAY  REST? 


I feel  safe  in  saying  that  90  per  cent 
of  the  agents  and  operators  would  gladly 
sacrifice  $5  to  $10  of  their  monthly  pay 
if  they  could  only  have  their  four  Sundays 
to  themselves.  This  Sunday  rest  question 
has  been  discussed  by  many,  and  much  has 
been  said,  and  seemingly  there  is  not  much 
more  to  be  said,  but  I hope  that  this  article 
may  bring  some  news  to  the  fraternity 
which  may  be  of  help. 

One  of  the  leading  and  most  influential 
agricultural  papers  of  the  Middle  West  has 
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an  article  headed  as  follow*;  “A  Chance 
to  Get  Rid  of  the  Two  Days*  Market  in 
Chicago.”  I have  watched  this  paper  and 
in  almost  every  issue  I find  something  that 
treats  on  the  two  days*  market,  and  do  you 
know  that  this  is  helping  our  cause  very 
materially,  although  indirectly? 

Here  in  the  Middle  West  every  agent 
knows  to  his  sorrow  that  most  of  the  stock 
for  the  East  is  shipped  on  Sunday.  In  a 
hearing  before  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commissioners  at  St.  Louis  recently,  the 
railroads  strongly  opposed  the  proposed  re- 
duction in  their  rates  on  interstate  ship- 
ments of  live  stock,  which  was  before  that 
body.  Among  other  things  on  the  follow- 
ing grounds,  as  stated  by  an  official  of  the 
C.,  B.  & Q.  Ry.,  namely : 

“That  owing  to  the  customs  followed  in 
the  marketing  of  cattle,  shippers  bunch  their 
business,  and  this  requires  carriers  to  ac- 
cumulate cars  for  use  at  certain  specified 
time,  and  requires  them  to  make  extra 
efforts  to  get  to  market  on  certain  days, 
resulting  in  a preponderance  of  live  stock 
traffic,  not  only  at  terminals  but  in  transit 
delaying  other  traffic;  that  if  the  business 
came  regularly  it  could  be  handled  on  reg- 
ular trains  schedules  at  less  expense,  as  the 
trains  could  be  scheduled  to  fit  with  each 
other.” 

We  can  all  see  that  there  is  a good  deal 
of  reason  in  this.  It  has  become  a custom, 
and  began  on  the  part  of  railroads,  in  which, 
unfortunately,  the  agents  and  operators 
must  suffer,  to  steal  a day  from  the  Lord 
and  use  the  Sabbath  for  cleaning  up  the 
road  and  for  pushing  forward  the  live  stock 
for  Monday’s  market.  Sooner  or  later 
every  violation  of  the  Divine  law  brings 
punishment  upon  the  violator,  and  those 
who  are  violating  it  are  already  suffering 
the  consequences.  By  co-operation  between 
the  railroads,  the  public,  the  stock  yards 
and  the  agents  and  operators,  this  two  days’ 
market  can  be  changed.  It  cannot  be  done 
by  either  one  individually. 

This  live  stock  traffic  on  Sunday  is  the 
hardest  Sunday  traffic  to  overcome.  If  it 
were  not  for  that,  we  could  much  easier 
overcome  the  dead  freight  traffic  on  Sunday. 
As  for  passenger  trains,  there  seems  to  be 
more  of  an  excuse  for  them,  besides  they 


are  not  so  burdensome  and  not  so  numer- 
ous, and  we  could  have  at  least  a part  of 
Sunday  all  our  own. 

' It  may  be  surprising,  but  it  is  true  that 
all  concerned  would  be  better  off  if  not  a 
single  freight  or  even  passenger  train  moved 
on  Sunday.  Did  not  the  Lord  know  his 
business  when  He  gave  the  third  command- 
ment on  Mount  Sinai? 

Following  I give  the  resolution  of  fifty- 
five  of  the  meat  concerns  in  Chicago: 

“We,  the  undersigned  buyers  of  stock, 
including  sheep  and  hogs,  at  the  Chicago 
Union  Stock  Yards,  believe  the  conditions 
existing  at  present,  viz.,  arrivals  occurring 
nearly  *11  on  Monday  and  Wednesday,  are 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned, 
and  suggest  that  arrangements  be  made 
whereby  a much  larger  proportion  of  the 
receipts  of  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  will  occur 
on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  and 
hereby  agree  to  lend  our  support  to  the 
above  plan  by  being  prepared  to  purchase 
such  stock  at  all  times  on  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  at  full  market  price.  We 
are  satisfied  that  this  plan,  if  followed,  will 
result  in  financial  advantages  to  stock  ship- 
pers, commission  men  and  buyers,  and  hope 
it  can  be  arranged.”  (Signed)  Armour  & 
Co.,  Swift  & Co.,  Libby,  McNeill  & Libby, 
Hammond  Co.,  and  fifty  others.  These  men 
cannot  afford  to  put  their  names  to  that 
paper  and  go  back  on  their  word.  They 
have  put  themselves  down  in  black  and 
white. 


Our  readers  may  think  that  I am  talking 
live  stock,  but  they  will  also  readily  see 
that  by  doing  away  with  the  two  days’ 
market,  and  distributing  the  market  to  five 
or  six  days  of  the  week,  there  will  not  be 
the  numerous  stock  extra  every  Sunday, 
and  we  must  take  courage  yet,  as  the  agri- 
cultural paper  I mentioned  is  fighting  it 
strongly,  the  meat  buyers  are  not  in  favor 
of  the  two  days’  market,  shippers  express 
themselves  as  unfavorable  to  it,  the  rail- 
roads lose  by  it,  and,  brothers,  this  is  help- 
ing us  very  much  toward  securing  Sunday 
rest.  Let  us  push  it  all  together  with  the 
strongest  effort  that  ever  was  put  forth  and 
we  will  win. 

Cert.  6oi,  Div.  126. 
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“8 AN  PEDRO’S  PLAN  O.  K.” 

I reckon  you  hail  from  the  Southwest, 
Bro.  San  Pedro.  Your  article  in  the 
August  journal  strikes  the  keynote.  The 
Percentage  Plan  as  you  have  it  could  not 
be  improved  as  I see  it,  and  we  Western 
brothers  and  sisters  need  something  better 
th§n  a $75  minimum  if  it  shall  benefit  us, 
as  we  most  all  get  more  than  that  now, 
with  the  exception  of  the  brothers  on  the 
Santa  Fe.  The  percentage  basis  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  only  way  to  adjust  the  matter 
of  all  concerned,  and  would  benefit  all  alike, 
and  I would  be  fully  in  favor  of  accepting 
Bro.  San  Pedro’s  plan. 

Another  point  is  the  U.  45.  mail.  Let’s  do 
away  with  that  altogether,  as  we  have 
enough  other  responsibilities. 

The  express  business  is  a separate  issue, 
and  should  not  be  included  but  should  be 
taken  up  direct  with  the  express  companies 
at  some  other  time,  likewise  the  commercial 
telegraph  business. 

I would  also  suggest  that  before  we  make 
any  great  move  like  the  one  that  we  ask, 
an  increase  or  certain  minimum  on  all  lines 
at  a certain  time,  we  start  out  some  organ- 
izers on  those  unorganized  roads,  say  one 
for  every  two  divisions  on  large  roads  like 
the  Santa  Fe,  and  one  for  small  roads  of 
about  200  or  300  miles. 

The  matter  of  getting  all  roads  organized 
is  of  great  importance  before  we  can  expect 
the  brothers  on  all  lines  to  support  a great 
undertaking  like  the  one  we  are  discussing 
so  freely  at  the  present  time. 

Cert.  459. 


TO  FREE  US  FROM  THE  U.  S.  MAIL. 

“We,  the  telegraphers  and  station  agents 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  absolutely 
refuse  to  handle  or  assume  any  responsi- 
bility with  regard  to  the  handling  of  the 
United  States  mail  after  midnight,  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1904,  except  to  deliver  the  pouches 
in  our  charge  at  that  time  (midnight,  De- 
cember 31st,  1904)  to  the  post  offices  to 
which  they  are  addressed.” 

Let  our  Grand  Officers  issue  letters  so 
worded  as  to  be  legally  binding,  but  some- 
thing after  the  outline  of  the  foregoing,  to 
all  members  over  the  United  States,  and 
also  to  every  non-member  whose  name  they 


have,  with  a request  that  he  sign  the  same — 
provided  it  meets  with  his  approval — and 
return  it  (whether  approved  and  signed  or 
not)  to  headquarters  promptly. 

When  this  has  been  done,  let  our  Grand 
Officers,  the  general  chairman  of  each  divi- 
sion, and  all  who  are  concerned  in  the 
handling  of  the  mail,  state  the  result 
of  the  ballot.  If,  as  is  most  probable,  99 
per  cent  favor  the  movement,  each  general 
chairman  can  notify  the  management  of  the 
various  roads  of  our  decision.  There  will 
be  no  need  of  asking  for  a conference  and 
trying  to  persuade  them  to  sign  an  agree- 
ment to  this  effect,  for  it  would  be  simply 
refused.  What  we  have  to  do  is,  take  the 
reins  into  our  own  hands  and  do  the  driv- 
ing; we  have  been  goaded— -driven  is  too 
mild  a word — into  handling  the  mail  all 
our  term  of  service. 

This  will  not  in  any  way  interfere  with 
our  regular  duties ; we  will  continue  to  per- 
form them  just  the  same  as  usual,  but  we 
must  act  at  once,  and  by  a simultaneous 
movement  all  over  the  United  States  rid 
ourselves  of  this  nuisance  at  a single  mas- 
terly stroke. 

1 set  the  date  at  January  31st  for  the 
following  reasons*. 

First,  I will  ask  every  correspondent  who 
writes  to  the  November  journal,  and  also 
who  write  to  the  fraternal  department  for 
that  month,  to  say  that  he  either  approves 
or  disapproves  of  this  movement.  This  will 
give  the  organization  by  the  last  of  Novem- 
ber a good  idea  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
plan  is  generally  approved ; if  it  is  generally 
unfavorable  it  will  be  dropped  then  and 
there,  but  if  on  the  other  hand  it  is  favored 
it  will  leave  ys  two  months  in  which  to 
complete  our  plans.  The  letters  can  be  for- 
warded by  our  Grand  Officers,  and  ought  to 
be  all  returned  by  the  time  the  December 
journal  is  ready  for  mailing,  wherein  we 
can  be  advised  of  the  result  of  the  ballot. 
Of  course,  we  will  be  officially  notified  later 
whether  or  not  we  are  to  act. 

Second,  this  will  give  the  railroad  com- 
pany one  month,  which  will  be  plenty  of 
time  for  them  in  which  to  arrange  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  to  and  from  the 
post  office,  if  their  contract  provides  they 
are  to  carry  it  eighty  rods. 
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Third,  delays  are  dangerous,  and  in  this 
case  unnecessary.  Your  humble  servant 
sees  no  reason  why  this  should  not  be 
pushed  to  a finish  at  once,  and  if  anyone 
else  can,  I am  from  Missouri  when  it  comes 
to  that.  And  it  also  occurs  to  me  that  it 
will  assist  in  bringing  a few  more  of  the 
laggards  into  the  fold.  Let  our  officers 
mail  an  extra  copy  of  the  letter  to  each 
brother  with  a request  that  he  personally 
call  on  a non — if  he  can  find  one — and  get 
his  signature,  which  will  in  ninety-nine  cases 
out  of  a hundred  be  given  gladly.  This 
will  also  be  a good  inducement  to  remaining 
nons  to  join.  Further,  a large  number  who, 
for  unexplainable  reasons,  cannot  see  fit  to 
join  our  grand  old  Order,  will  be  willing 
to  do  considerable  to  rid  themselves  of  the 
mail,  which  is  an  outrageous  and  unreason- 
able imposition. 

Consider,  our  brothers  in  Canada  do  not 
handle  the  mail,  and  this  is  one  respect  in 
which  our  Canadian  brothers  are  freer  men 
than  we  are.  Shall  we  permit  this?  Shall 
we  permit  anyone  to  say  that  we  Americans 
are  not  as  free  as  any  men?  I say  no,  most 
emphatically,  and  if  you  one  and  all  will 
only  say  it  with  me,  the  dawn  of  the  year 
1905  will  witness  a new  era  in  our  lives,  a 
new  victory  for  the  grand  and  noble  old 
“O.  R.  T.,”  and  witness  us  one  step  nearer 
the  goal  of  our  desires. 

If  the  time  limit  I have  named  is  too  close 
for  our  officers  to  get  the  work  done  in, 
they  can  advise  us  to  this  effect  in  the  col- 
umns of  our  journal,  and  set  it  at  January 
31st  or  February  28th,  1905,  which  will 
surely  be  time  enough  for  the  convenient 
handling  of  the  work. 

I think  it  is  time  a limit  was  set  and  a 
special  point  attacked  and  won.  The  mail 
appeals  to  me  as  being  the  greatest  imposi- 
tion, and,  being  apart  from  our  regular 
office  duties  entirely,  ought  to  be  the  easiest, 
and  therefore  the  first  we  get  rid  of. 

Offer  no  compromise.  We  do  not  want 
to  be  paid  for  handling  it.  I for  one,  and 
I have  yet  to  meet  a man  who  said  other- 
wise, would  rather  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it  than  receive  ten  dollars  a month  for 
handling  it.  What  we  want  is  to  be  rid 
of  it  entirely. 


Lord  Byron  says: 

Hereditary  bondsmen,  know  ye  not, 

Who  would  be  free  themselves  must  strike  the 
blow  ? 

By  their  right  arm  the  conquest  must  be  wrought. 
•Will  Gaul  or  Muscovat  redress  ye?  No. 

There  is  no  use  waiting  for  Gaul  in  the 
person  of  the  railroad  company,  nor  Mus- 
covat in  the  person  of  the  public  to  redress 
us;  we  must  do  it  ourselves. 

Our  worthy  brother  struck  the  right  note 
when  he  said,  ‘‘Educate  the  Public.”  I for 
one  never  lose  a chance  to  do  .this,  and  will 
join  him  in  asking  you  one  and  all  to 
do  likewise;  impress  upon  the  public  mind 
the  fact  that  you  handle  their  lives  every 
time  they  travel  on  a railroad  train,  that 
you,  by  a single  error,  could  send  dozens 
into  eternity  at  a single  stroke,  perhaps, 
but  let  us  hope  not,  unprepared  to  meet 
their  Judge. 

This  plan  is  not  original ; it  is  plagia- 
rized from  Bro.  Wanderer,  whose  plan  I 
heartily  endorse. 

A word  to  the  brother  who  does  not 
believe  in  “Nom  De  Plume.”  If  I were  to 
sign  my  name  to  this  article,  which  I hope 
will  bring  before  some  45,000  men  immedi- 
ately concerned  a means  of  ridding  them- 
selves of  one  of  their  arduous  duties,  I 
think  my  job  would  look  like  thirty  cents. 
I would  either  be  accused  of  “working 
against  the  company’s  interest,”  and  fired, 
or  else  they  would  make  me  president  of 
the  company,  and  as  I don’t  feel  like  ac- 
cepting the  first,  nor  equal  to  handling  the 
second  (just  now),  I will  sign  myself  as 
before,  with  best  wishes  for  the  continued 
success  of  the  Order. 

Yours  fraternally, 

C.  L.  R. 


A WARNING  AGAINST  THE  “OLE 
TIMER.” 

In  the  August  number  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher, under  heading  of  “Telegraphers 
Take  Notice,”  signed  by  Cert.  7022,  is 
something  worthy  of  notice.  If  this  brother 
had  taken  notice,  viz.,  “No  card,  no  favor,” 
he  would  now  have  a suit  of  clothes,  a new 
shirt,  collar  and  necktie,  five  dollars  in 
silver  and  a pair  of  solid  gold  cuff  buttons. 
I warn  you  of  the  “ole-time,”  or  any  other 
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time  telegrapher  if  he  has  no  up-to-date 
card,  for  any  operator  who  has  ever  pounded 
brass  knows  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  they  are 
not  excusable  and  deserve  no  help  from 
us,  for  they  are  the  very  ones  that  are 
against  us.  Beware  of  the  “ole-timer,” 
“new-timer,”  or  “no-timer”  at  all.  No  card, 
no  favor,  is  our  motto. 

Cert.  122,  Div.  132. 


HANDLING  COMMERCIAL  BU8INE38. 

I would  like  to  submit  my  ideas  of  deal- 
ing with  the  commercial  telegraph  com- 
panies to  the  readers,  as  I have  never  read 
anything  on  the  subject.  Possibly,  it  is 
because  no  one  has  ever  considered  with 
what  unfairness  we  are  dealt  by  them.  I 
hardly  think  it  necessary  to  undertake  to 
describe  how  the  railroad  telegrapher  is 
treated  by  the  commercial  telegraph  com- 
panies, for  every  operator  who  has  been 
employed  long  enough  to  handle  a few 
months*  business  and  get  a few  forms  “13c” 
from  the  superintendent  soon  realizes  the 
unfairness. 

One  example : We  are  to  correct  all  mis- 
takes we  make  that  are  in  our  favor,  and 
all  made  in  the  company’s  favor  and  against 
us  go  unheeded.  Should  you  fail  to  remit 
for  a message  some  other  office  checks  you, 
they  get  after  you  hot  and  if  your  investiga- 
tions are  slow  you  will  get  a message  from 
your  superintendent  of  telegraph,  asking 
you  to  return  form  “13c”  with  the  required 
amount,  and  at  the  same  time  if  you  should 
have  checked  a received  message  twice  and 
remitted  this  amount,  they  say  nothing  at 
all  about  this  mistake;  but  you  have  to 
hustle  up  the  shortage  just  the  same.  You 
have  all  been  there.  You  know  exactly  how 
you  felt  and  probably  you  clinched  your 
fist  and  made  some  threat  about  the  com- 
pany, but  you  never  took  a step  to  protect 
yourself  from  the  fraud. 

How  many  of  you  have  had  to  answer 
correspondence  where  the  commercial  com- 
pany expected  you  to  deliver  a message  to 
some  one  to  meet  a certain  person  on  a train, 
which  you  did  not  get  a chance  to  deliver 
on  account  of  your  office  duties,  and  how 
they  cut  you  short  in  their  letters.  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  any  one  getting  a letter  from 


the  superintendent  telling  them  they  did 
well  to  run  up  town  and  deliver  that  mes- 
sage and  save  the  company  a certain  claim? 
I do  not  think  you  ever  did.  They  give 
us  no  compensation  whatever.  If  you  were 
asked  why  you  handle  their  business  it 
would  take  you  an  hour  to  tell  and  then  no 
one  could  understand  your  answer. 

Have  you  no  plan  to  better  our  condi- 
tions? If  not,  I would  like  to  state  mine. 

I am  told  by  old  operators  that  worked 
some  thirty-five  and  forty  years  ago,  that 
they  once  got  20  per  cent  commission  on 
all  commercial  telegraph  business.  They 
were  cut  to  10  per  cent  and  then  all  was 
taken  away  from  them,  and  they  have  since 
been  working  for  accommodation  under  the 
condition  I have  just  mentioned,  which  has 
gotten  too  tiresome. 

I think  we  ought  to  get  a schedule  with 
both  commercial  companies  and  entirely 
separate  from  any  schedule  we  have  with 
the  railroad  companies,  having  it  to  apply 
to  all  railroad  operators  handling  com- 
mercial business.  Among  the  most  impor- 
tant planks  in  the  schedule  I would  suggest 
them  giving  us  25  per  cent  on  all  business 
with  a minimum  of  four  dollars  a month. 
Have  all  mistakes  corrected  by  their  general 
auditing  office,  regardless  of  whose  favor 
they  are  made. 

This  schedule  would  be  easier  gotten 
than  any  schedule  ever  asked  for  by  this 
noble  Order.  For  instance,  we  have  one 
hundred  and  fifty  divisions  of  the  Order  of 
Railroad  Telegraphers.  Let  Bro.  Perham 
call  for  a man  from  each  division  as  a 
committee  to  meet  the  commercial  com- 
panies and  to  ask  for  a schedule  as  they 
shall  see  fit;  also  advising  them  that  should 
our  request  be  refused,  we  will  from  a 
certain  date  quit  handling  their  business. 

Let  the  voice  of  fifty  thousand  operators 
speak  to  the  commercial  telegraph  com- 
panies in  language  like  that,  they  will  grant 
our  request  without  hesitancy.  Suppose 
they  should  refuse  us  and  we  should  have 
to  strike.  Who  would  be  the  loser?  Our 
salary  would  continue  just  the  same  and 
our  work  would  be  much  lighter.  The  boys 
out  of  the  Order  would  gladly  join  us. 
The  scab  and  the  strike-breaker  could  be 
of  no  use  whatever,  for  the  railroad  com- 
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pany  would  remain  neutral,  as  they  have 
done  when  the  boys  went  out  against  the 
express  companies.  We  could  have  nothing 
to  lose  and  all  to  gain,  and  the  commercial 
telegraph  companies  would  not  be  slow  to 
see  it  and  grant  our  request,  and  we  would 
have  a good  point  made  toward  our  national 
schedule. 

I think  this  would  be  the  only  fair  way 
to  deal  with  the  commercial  companies. 


Not  let  each  division  have  to  fight 
their  battles  separately;  some  getting  io 
per  cent,  some  5 per  cent,  and  some  losing 
all,  and  will  probably  be  dealt  with  worse 
than  at  present.  There  is  no  unionism  in 
that.  But  let  all  come  under  one  committee 
with  Bro.  Perham  as  chairman,  and  the 
victory  is  ours. 

A.  O.  C. 

✓ 
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St.  Louis  Division,  No.  2. 

Brothers,  presume  some  of  you  have  concluded 
old  No.  2 was  lagging  on  account  of  not  taking 
in  so  many  new  members?  For  the  month  of 
September  we  have  initiated  fifteen  new  ones, 
and  without  the  assistance  of  any  organizers,  all 
being  accomplished  by  individual  effort,  which 
shows  all  are  interested  and  getting  educated 
along  the  lines  of  solid  organization,  which  wt 
should  use  every  effort  to  obtain. 

Since  viewing  the  M.,  K.  & T.  strike,  which 
was  called  August  1st,  and  the  noble  stand  the 
brothers  have  taken,  it  shows  conclusively  that 
the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  has  developed 
into  a class  of  good  fighters,  who  are  determined 
to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  battle  for  their 
rights  until  victory  shall  have  been  won. 

Meeting  of  September  3 called  to  order  at  the 
usual  time  by  temporary  chief,  Bro.  Finnan.  All 
officers  present. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Usual  order  of  business  was  suspended  and 
five  petitions  were  ballotted  upon  and  the  ap- 
plicants declared  elected  to  membership. 

After  all  business  had  been  disposed  of,  we 
were  pleased  to  listen  to  speeches  by  our  worthy 
President,  Bro.  Perham,  Past  President,  Bro. 
Thurston,  Bros.  Frankenfield,  Reynolds,  Lippert, 
Warick  and  Shumway. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  meeting 
closed  in  due  form  at  10:30  p.  m. 

Forty  members  were  present  at  the  above  meet- 
ing. 

Meeting  of  September  17  was  called  to  order 
regular  time  with  all  officers  present 

Petitions  of  fifteen  applicants  read  and  elected 
to  membership. 

There  being  no  great  amount  of  business  to 
transact,  the  time  was  taken  up  by  speeches  along 
the  line  of  organization  work. 

Charges  were  preferred  against  five  of  our 
former  brothers,  who  belittled  themselves  and 
stooped  so  low  as  to  go  and  scab  on  the  Terminal 
Railway,  and  they  will  be  forever  debarred  by  the 
tried  and  true  union  brothers. 

We  think  the  following  is  a good  definition  of 
one  who  will  scab: 

“Scab”  is  a very  opprobious  epithet  to  apply 
to  any  workingman,  and  should  not  be  applied 
unless  there  is  good  reason  for  so  doing.  In 
labor  parlance,  a “scab”  is  one  who  obligates 
himself  to  do  a certain  thing,  and  when  the  day 
of  trial  comes  violates  his  agreement  Such  a 
man  is  neither  loyal  to  himself  nor  his  associates, 
and  is  rightfully  and  justly  branded  a “scab.” 


Remember  meeting  nights  first  and  third  Satur- 
day of  each  month,  and  come  out  and  help  fill 
our  hall. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Cy.  P serins,  Div.  Coe. 


Jersey  Shore  Division,  No.  98. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month  a very  enthusiastic 
meeting  was  held  at  Corning,  N.  Y.,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Fall  Brook  boys,  and  they  turned 
out  in  a good  round  number,  showing  that  all 
interest  was  not  dead  but  very  much  alive  on  that 
district  The  boys  who  were  present  and  not 
holding  up-to-date  cards  were  ready  to  take  a 
new  grip  and  promised  to  hold  on  tighter  this 
time. 

Bro.  Lambert,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  our  General 
Chairman,  and  Bro.  Blim,  of  Chili  Station,  our 
General  Secretary,  were  present  and  returned 
home  very  much  gratified  with  the  results  of  the. 
meeting. 

A local  chairman  was  elected  to  take  care  of 
the  Fall  Brook  district,  and  no  doubt  he  will  give 
them  some  pretty  hot  shot  while  doing  the  stunts 
up  and  down  the  creek. 

On  October  1st  our  General  Committee  meets 
General  Superintendent  Bradfield  in  New  York 
City  to  complete  our  postponed  negotiations,  and 
before  this  is  in  print  we  will  more  than  likely 
know  the  results. 

Our  local  chairman  on  the  Beech  Creek  district 
has  the  boys  well  in  line,  and  about  all  the  nons 
to  be  found  east  of  Clearfield  are  working  at 
Brown*s  Tower.  We  have  been  working  and  talk- 
ing to  these  two  men  until  we  find  we  must  give 
them  up  for  hopeless  cases.  They  seem  to  think 
they  don’t  need  our  assistance  and  refuse  to  get 
in  line,  so  you  boys  may  know  who  they  are. 
Don’t  forget  this,  and  any  brother  who  may 
happen  to  be  crowded  out  by  an  older  man  should 
not  hesitate  to  apply  for  Brown’s  Tower.  They 
are  both  young  men  in  the  service.  Emerick  re- 
entered the  service  on  October  19,  1903,  and 
Beirely  has  less  than  two  years.  So  go  after  it. 
Browns  is  one  of  the  best  jobs  on  the  road. 

Our  meeting  of  September  21st  was  not  very 
well  attended,  but  as  there  was  not  very  impor- 
tant business  to  do  we  soon  got  through  with 
the  business  and  had  a good  social  time  the 
balance  of  the  night. 

Your  correspondent  wishes  to  announce  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Harvey,  our  chief  dis- 
patcher’s clerk,  on  the  7th  of  this  month.  We 
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all  unite  m extending  the  glad  hand  and  wish  them 
a pleasant  and  happy  journey  through  life. 

The  yardmasters,  assistant  yardmasters,  dispatch- 
ers, clerks,  etc.,  have  all  had  their  two  weeks' 
vacation,  and  now  our  chief  is  taking  his.  When 
will  the  time  come  that  the  telegraphers  can  have 
a vacation  added  to  their  time?  Did  I hear  some 
one  say  soon?  Look  out,  now;  I fear  you  are 
dreaming. 

It  behooves  every  member  of  this  organization 
to  do  their  full  duty  at  all  times  to  your  em- 
ployer. Remember,  one  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  this  organization  is  to  foster  a good 
feeling  and  harmony  between  employer  and  em- 
ploye; to  show  them  we  will  give  them-  the  best 
of  service  and  in  return  we  expect  them  to  re- 
ciprocate in  the  way  of  better  pay  and  better 
working  conditions. 

Membership  in  the  Order  of  Railroad  Teleg- 
raphers is  a certificate  of  experience  and  ability 
to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  an  office,  and, 
invariably,  this  is  true.  So  I charge  you  again 
to  be  ever  ready  to  do  what  your  superiors  re- 
quest of  you.  Be  cordial  to  all  whom  you  may 
come  in  contact  with  while  on  duty.  Take  every 
precaution  to  insure  safety;  be  sure  you  are  right, 
then  go  ahead. 

Don't  be  antagonistic  towards  your  division 
officers.  If  your  time  is  not  occupied  all  the 
time  during  your  hours  of  service  and  your 
superior  asks  you  to  handle  any  other  work  about 
your  office  don’t  refuse  to  do  it.  Do  it  with  a 
willingness  and  good  spirit;  then  if  you  feel  your 
salary  is  too  small  for  the  amount  of  work  you 
are  doing,  ask  your  committeeman  to  obtain  an 
increase  for  you. 

The  organization  is  in  better  condition  to-day 
on  the  N.  Y.  C.  system  than  ever,  both  numerically 
and  financially.  It  is  up  to  each  and  every  one 
of  us  now  to  keep  it  so.  Your  local  officials  of 
all  the  local  divisions  on  the  system  combined  with 
a great  amount  of  individual  effort  have  spent  a 
busy  year  in  perfecting  the  organization,  and  have 
it  in  a systematic  working  condition,  and  would 
be  glad  to  see  it  kept  so. 

Some  mistakes  have  been  made  in  the  past,  but 
we  hope  to  profit  by  these  experiences.  We  ask 
you  all  to  unite  w’ith  us  to  make  the  N.  Y.  C. 
system  the  banner  system  of  the  East.  We  expect 
good  results  from  the  committee  and  the  com- 
mittee expects  good  results  from  you. 

Cert.  78. 


New  York  Division,  No.  26. 

Harlem  Line  Notes — 

Another  month  has  rolled  by  and  I am  again 
reminded  of  the  fact  that  Division  26  must  be 
represented  in  The  Telegrapher. 

F.  S.  Babcock  has  accepted  position  at  “KS,” 
days,  vice  Bro.  John  Hanley,  who,  after  his  re- 
turn from  vacation,  will  try  his  hand  as  leverman 
in  No.  1 Tower.  John  is  still  pursuing  the  mighty 
dollar. 

Bro.  Harold  Stcgman  has  returned  from  two 
weeks'  vacation  spent  at  West  Town,  N.  Y.  Cupid 


is  a sly  fellow,  leading  us  into  such  4<out  of  the 
way"  places.  Anything  doing,  Steg? 

The  new  Subway  has  attracted  some  of  our  good 
men,  the  inducements  being  better  there  than 
those  offered  by  present  employers. 

There  is  a collection  of  no  mean  order  among 
our  brothers  on  the  “line,"  of  which  we  are  justly 
proud.  Bro.  Sigond,  at  “RA,"  is  our  cartoonist, 
a sample  of  his  work  having  appeared  in  the 
August  number  of  The  Telegrapher.  Among  our 
musicians  are  Bros.  Wm.  Leonard,  Jos.  Lewis, 
Chas.  Flynn,  all  violin  players;  Bro.  E.  J.  Breen, 
a fine  performer  on  the  banjo,  and  Bro.  Riley 
Hayford,  who  blows  off  the  cornet.  Br.  Harry 
Vernon  also  plays  some  kind  of  a “wind"  instru- 
ment. 

Bro.  Henry  Stringham,  “our  poet,"  enjoys  a 
reputation  that  has  never  been  surpassed  by  any 
of  the  world-renowned  poets.  The  beauties  of  the 
Dutchess  County  hills  have  in  the  past  inspired 
him  to  produce  a number  of  compositions  of  great 
merit. 

Bro.  John  Downs,  "MO"  Tower,  was  in  his 
younger  days  a famous  jockey,  and  while  he  still 
loves  the  ponies,  the  years  of  experience  have 
taught  him  to  never  bet,  and  his  advice  to  young 
men  now  is,  “Flag  the  book-makers." 

“Foxy"  Bro.  Louie  Thaler,  at  “X"  nights,  done 
got  married  two  months  ago  and  never  peached. 
It  is  now  up  to  Louie  to  treat. 

Bro.  “CY"  Lewis  is  visiting  his  old  home  in 
North  Carolina,  where  he  expects  to  remain  a 
month.  Our  greetings  go  with  him  to  our  brothers 
in  Dixie. 

Bro.  David  Waltermire,  leverman  at  54  Street, 
who  has  been  on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  two 
months,  is  reported  to  be  recovering.  We  hope 
to  see  him  with  us  before  long. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Dooley  was  called  home  lately  account 
of  his  mother’s  illness. 

Bro.'  Stegman  returned  September  12th  from 
a ten -days’  vacation  spent  in  Orange  County. 

It  is  rumored  about  that  Bro.  John  Farley  (Mr. 
Lucy’s  clerk  and  telegrapher)  is  about  to  accept 
a position  on  the  “machine"  in  No.  1 Tower.  We 
wish  him  luck. 

We  have  with  us  Bro.  F.  H.  Seymour,  of  the 
“Mohawk,"  who  is  standing  extra. 

Harlem  line  traffic  for  the  twenty-four  hours, 
Tuesday,  September  6th,  1904,  exceeded  all  previ- 
ous records,  the  figures  being:  Trains,  687;  cars, 

3,427;  the  former  record,  July  ad,  1904.  being: 
Trains,  666;  cars,  3.421. 

Several  of  the  boys  have  decided  to  take  a vaca- 
tion regardless  of  the  one  usually  given  by  the 
company,  which  appears  to  be  as  far  off  as  ever. 
About  time  some  action  was  taken  in  the  matter. 

What  is  the  trouble  with  the  brothers  in  No.  1 
Tower?  It  looks  as  if  the  proper  amount  of  in- 
terest was  lacking. 

By  attending  the  meetings,  you  boys  could  keep 
in  touch  with  the  movements  of  the  Order  and 
Division  26.  The  only  way  to  reap  any  benefits 
from  the  Order  is  to  stick  to  it  and  help  push  it 
along.  Come  to  our  meetings  and  look  after  your 
interests.  Cert.  161. 
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"L"  Njtes — 

The  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.  are  using 
wireless  telegraph  on  their  entire  system  now. 
The  officials  state  that  their  telephone  system  is 
the  finest  in  the  world.  It  may  be,  but  that  is 
not  saying  much  as  far  as  operating  a railroad 
wiih  telephones  is  concerned. 

One  of  our  brothers  wanting  to  send  a message 
to  the  dispatcher  at  135  Street,  “KX,”  requested 
Central  to  please  connect  him  with  265,  and  in 
about  three-fourths  of  an  hour  a faint  murmur 
was  heard  from  the  other  end.  After  repeating 
the  message  over  and  over  again,  without  success, 
we  concluded  we  would  have  to  postpone  it  until 
the  atmosphere  cleared  a little,  but  when  sud- 
denly the  man  at  “KX”  said,  “I  see  a fly  on 
the  wire;  guess  we  had  better  give  it  up,”  the 
cause  of  the  trouble  was  known. 

Bro.  Joe  Hanley,  one  of  our  local  sports,  is 
spending  most  of  his  leisure  time  on  Fifth  Avenue. 
1 guess  he  is  after  something. 

I understand  that  Bro.  M.  J.  Cavanaugh  has 
recently  become  a benedict.  Some  of  the  dis- 
tinguished guests  were  Bros.  Geo.  Gray  and  Joe 
Hanley.  The  music  was  rendered  by  the  famous 
“Geoghcgan  & Hanley  Orchestra.”  Cigars  are  in 
order,  Mike. 

Bro.  Joe  Luckitt  still  preserves  order  at  53d 
Street,  days.  Joe  always  did  like  the  girls,  and 
he  is  in  a good  central  location  now.  Make  hay 
while  the  sun  shines,  Joe. 

Bro.  P.  R.  La  hart  now  hangs  his  hat  up  at  50th 
Street  and  9th  Avenue,  nights. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Haughey  (our  hustler)  is  doing  the 
owl  trick  at  “W,”  nights.  Bro.  Haughey  is  one 
of  our  live  ones  and  is  true  blue. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Gilleran  is  back  at  his  old  stand 
again.  Would  like  to  see  him  at  our  meetings. 

Bro.  Geo.  Gray  has  just  returned  from  Buffalo, 
having  covered  the  distance  on  his  wheel.  “Dollie” 
is  in  receipt  of  several  letters  of  congratulation 
from  his  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Bro.  Fred  Lippincott  is  working  at  “RA,”  days. 

Our  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Bro.  MacBain,  has 
returned  from  three  weeks’  vacation  spent  in 
Michigan  getting  acquainted  with  his  wife’s  rela- 
tives. Bro.  MacBain  says  he  met  several  O.  R.  T. 
boys  while  West,  and  he  is  quite  taken  with  the 
class  of  people  he  met,  and  he  intends  to  spend 
his  vacation  out  there  again  next  summer.  We 
noticed  that  he  wore  a rather  forlorn  appearance 
for  some  time  before  he  went  away,  and  it  is  now 
explained  by  the  fact  of  his  family  having  preceded 
him  out  West  by  two  months.  Too  bad.  Mack, 
that  we  did  not  know  of  this  before,  as  we  might 
have  livened  things  up  for  you.  But  now  that 
Mack  and  family  are  home  together,  he  wears  the 
same  old  smile.  Glad  to  get  you  back,  Mack. 

Bro.  John  McGuire  is  back  from  his  two  weeks' 
vacation,  which  he  enjoyed  fishing  and  hunting. 

Bro.  Joe  Kelly,  our  “Jersey  Sport,”  is  still 
doing  biz.  at  “DO,”  days.  Joe  possesses  that 
smile  that  “won’t  come  off”  and  is  great  at  whoop- 
ing up  things.  Joe,  we  would  like  to  see  you 
at  the  meetings. 


A number  of  the  boys  from  the  “L”  have  taken 
jobs  in  the  Subway,  and  they  are  heartily  sick 
of  the  jobs.  Bros.  York,  Bunnell,  Hunt  and  Pop 
Baker  arc  filling  job  of  dispatcher,  and  by  the  time 
they  have  the  man  down  there  broken  in  the  biz. 
I guess  they  will  be  fit  for  the  bug-house.  The 
conditions  there  are  such  that  no  one  can  work 
theie  any  length  of  time  without  ruining  their 
health  or  eye-sight.  It  is  damp  and  the  air  is 
foul.  Anyone  having  a job  above  ground  is  far 
better  off  where  they  are  than  “in  the  sewer.” 

Div.  26  expects  to  have  the  annual  ball  shortly, 
and  we  are  going  to  have  a grand  affair.  Every- 
thing is  going  to  be  of  the  best.  Division  26  is 
prominent  in  all  labor  circles  now,  being  repre- 
sented in  the  Central  Federated  Union,  of  New 
York  City,  and  the  State  Workingmen’s  Federation. 
Therefore,  nothing  is  too  good  for  Division  26, 
and  anyone  attending  our  ball  will  be  well  enter- 
tained. Scribk. 


The  third  annual  ball  of  New  York  Division  26 
will  be  held  at  the  Harlem  Casino,  124th  Street 
atmd  7th  Avenue,  New  York  City,  on  Friday,  De- 
cember 2,  1904. 

The  Harlem  Casino  is  located  so  that  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  from  our  entire  territory  can 
attend.  The  members  from  the  Harlem  Division 
can  come  down  over  their  line  and  get  off  at 
125th  Street  Station;  the  members  from  the  Put- 
nam Division  can  either  come  down  to  155th  Street 
Station  or  change  at  Highbridge  and  get  off  at 
125th  Street  Station;  the  members  from  Harlem 
Line  and  Interborough  R.  T.  can  take  trolley  car. 

The  Harlem  Casino  is  the  best  hall  in  New  York, 
and  the  committee  urgently  requests  that  all  mem- 
bers aid  them  in  making  this  ball  a grand  success 
in  the  sale  of  tickets,  and  in  soliciting  advertise- 
ments. 

Attend  the  division  meetings  and  get  busy.  This 
is  your  affair. 

T.  F.  Noon, 

Chairman. 


Ossining  Division,  No.  99. 


Bro.  Blauvelt  has  resigned  his  position  as  cor- 
respondent He  gives  as  reasons  that  he  is  a 
very  busy  man.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
duties  of  your  correspondent  I will  endeavor  to 
fulfill  as  of  old. 

The  General  Committee  is  scheduled  to  meet  in 
New  York,  Monday,  October  3d,  1904.  With  a 
surplus  of  $682,298  for  the  quarter  ending  March 
31st,  1904,  the  company  could  well  afford  some 
concessions.  The  surplus  for  the  quarter  ending 
March  31st,  1902,  was  $641,945.  On  this  occasion 
several  towers  were  advanced. 

The  following  have  been  discharged  for  various 
reasons : 


J.  H.  Simpson,  B.  S.  69;  J.  C.  Jardine,  B.  S.  10; 
C.  Thomas,  extra  man  at  “PD,”  resigned;  C.  H. 
Towner,  extra  man  at  “PD,”  resigned;  S.  W. 
Coon,  extra  man  at  “GN,”  resigned;  A.  F.  Bump, 
formerly  at  “20,”  nights,  resigned  to  work  in  Sub- 
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way,  but  has  since  been  put  on  waiting  list.  He 
is  back  on  extra  list. 

H.  E.  Stickles,  a non,  goes  to  “20,”  nights,  from 
“5/’  nights.  He  cannot  see  where  the  O.  R.  T. 
has  done  anyone  any  good,  but  he  welcomes  the 
regular  relief. 

W.  Stewart,  K.  S.  10,  days,  has  made  several 
efforts  as  an  individual  to  get  himself  an  increase 
in  pay.  Result,  nothing  doing.  Have  patience,  the 
committee  meets  soon.  Do  you  want  a set  of 
blanks? 

Mr.  E.  Schumacher,  whom  we  all  know  is  away 
on  a two  weeks’  vacation.  Mr.  R.  J.  Adams,  sec* 
ond  trick  man  at  Yonkers,  in  his  absence  doing 
honors,  while  the  Hon.  J.  F.  Deegan  is  holding 
down  “Reuben’s”  trick. 

Bro.  G.  VV.  Pendleton  has  become  a benedict. 
We  wish  you  luck,  George.  W.  W.  Dean,  from 
“31,”  days,  holds  fort  at  “15,”  days,  while  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pendleton  are  enjoying  their  honeymoon 
trip. 

J.  W.  Pidgeon,  to  “41,”  nights.  E.  B.  Lubkert 
to  ”33,”  nights.  J.  O’Neill,  to  “45#.”  nights. 

T.  F.  Marura,  B.  S.  47,  days,  “Break  Neck,” 
formerly  of  the  “Delaware  Division”  of  the  Erie, 
an  ex-O.  R.  T.  man,  is  conducting  a ham  factory. 
Tom,  in  your  weakness  we  all  extend  our  sincere 
regrets,  and  earnestly  hope  you  will  come  to  the 
front  and  vindicate  yourself  before  it  is  too  late. 

E.  M.  O’Meara  has  accepted  the  day  position  at 
B.  S.  43  in  preference  to  the  third  trick  at  B.  S. 
58.  Here  is  a nice  berth  for  some  one. 

G.  Dingier,  at  B.  S.  71,  nights.  L.  H.  Jordan, 
“81,”  days.  W.  H.  Ashley,  “91,”  days. 

R.  J.  Edgley  is  again  on  extra  list  at  “AK.” 

New  telegrapher,  J.  A.  Feehan,  at  “KN.” 

New  block  men,  M.  B.  Snyder,  “SV,”  F.  J. 
Gallagher,  “CG,”  R.  J.  Cannon,  “SM,”  and  G. 
Hermance,  at  “US.” 

Our  first  annual  social  will  take  place  at  Haw- 
thorne Hall,  Yonkers,  on  Saturday  evening,  Oc- 
tober 15th,  1904.  Cert.  65. 

Pittsburg  Division,  No.  52. 

JAVA  DAN. 

IN  THE  GOOD  OLD  DAYS  AT  “UF*'  TOWER 


The  aromatic  flavor, 

And  delicious  savor, 

As  it  simmers,  gently  simmers, 

In  the  pot. 

The  boys  will  shout  to  Dan: 

“Start  the  fire,  little  man.” 

And  it  glimmers,  brightly  glimmers, 
’Neath  the  pot. 

“Now,  Brutus,  fetch  the  tins, 

The  large  one  there  is  Fins’.” 

And  it  sizzles,  slowly  sizzles, 

In  the  pot. 

“Here,  Murphy,  please  don’t  tarry, 
Take  this  one  to  Harry.” 

And  it  mizzles,  quickly  mizzles, 
From  the  pot. 


McKeever  says,  That’s  “fine,” 

As  he  prepares  to  dine. 

Now  it’s  boiling,  softly  boiling, 

In  the  pot. 

Every  day  we  drink. 

It  makes  us  wink  and  blink. 

While  we’re  toiling,  swiftly  toiling, 

By  the  pot. 

As  hot  as  molten  lava 
Is  this  our  precious  Java, 

As  it  bubbles,  sweetly  bubbles, 

In  the  pot. 

At  this  familiar  sound 

We  boys  make  haste  to  drown 

All  our  troubles,  grievous  troubles. 

In  the  pot. 

“Dan,  don’t  forget  to  save 
A large  bumper  for  Dave.” 

All  are  drinking,  gayly  drinking. 

From  the  pot. 

Harry  Rothrock  alone 
Is  quite  busy  on  the  ’phone. 

But  he’s  thinking,  sadly  thinking. 

Of  the  pot. 

And  now,  our  worthy  host. 

We  will  all  drink  a toast. 

Our  Mocha  man,  dear  Mocha  man. 

And  the  pot. 

’Tis:  “We  hope  we’ll  often  sup 
From  our  old  battered  cup, 

With  Java  Dan,  dear  Java  Dan, 

And  the  pot.” 

— A.  E.  McCabe. 


Trenton  Division,  No.  85. 

On  account  of  the  recent  changes  we  did  not 
get  a chance  to  get  our  usual  licks  in  for  the 
month  of  August.  We  think  the  brothers  can 
readily  understand,  and  as  we  are  not  in  love  with 
excuse-making,  we  think  this  acknowledgement  will 
suffice. 

The  regular  meeting  for  July  was  well  attended, 
the  occasion  being  a banquet  immediately  after 
routine  business.  The  members  adjourned  and 
hied  themselves  to  caterer  Kochs  and  there  par- 
took of  the  delicacies  of  the  season  in  honor  of 
the  anniversary  of  the  Order’s  birth.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  all  had  an  enjoyable  evening. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  division  for  August 
was  well  attended,  considering  how  the  members 
are  located  at  present.  Business  of  importance 
was  transacted  and  two  new  members  elected. 

We  find  some  members  of  our  craft  outside  the 
organization  have  a habit  of  telling  some  of  our 
members  their  troubles  and  saying,  “Why  don’t 
you  fellrws  do  so  and  so.”  We  would  advise 
some  of  cur  younger  members  to  advise  these  men 
how  to  get  relief.  If  they  expect  to  get  it  by 
telling  how  to  do  it,  etc.,  they  will  stay  in  the 
same  old  rut.  Some  of  these  men  would  join 
the  organization  but  for  want  of  backbone.  If 
they  were  as  good  at  furthering  their  own  in- 
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terests  as  saying  how  it  should  be  done,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  what  they  would  be  able  to  achieve 
something. 

No  class  of  men  have  ever  succeeded  in  better- 
ing their  conditions  by  assuming  a cowardly  at- 
titude, for  it  is  dollars  to  doughnuts  your  official 
don't  need  a fortune  teller  to  make  known  the 
fact  that  he  is  up  against  a weak-kneed  combina- 
tion and  has  them  beat  before  they  begin.  We 
must  frankly  admit  there  is  more  of  this  class 
among  our  craft  than  all  the  other  pursuits  of 
railroad  life. 

Each  and  every  one  of  you  have  worked  for 
years  to  better  your  condition,  and  have  been 
buoyed  up  by  the  thought  that  at  some  later  day 
when  a position  in  which  you  stood  for  and 
which  was  a promotion,  and  on  account  of  your 
length  of  service  rightly  belonged  to  you,  you 
would  get  it  Did  you  get  it?  No.  Well,  what 
are  you  going  to  do  about  it?  Nothing.  Then 
all  we  can  say  is,  you  have  no  one  to  blame  but 
yourselves.  What  assurance  have  you  that  recent 
occurrences  would  be  repeated?  We  think  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  you  need  organization. 

The  two  men  who  allowed  themselves  to  be 
used  as  “fill-ins,"  have  been  ousted,  regardless 
of  assurances  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Now  they  can  go  back  on  extra  list  and  wait 
for  another  chance  to  put  an  office  on  the  12- 
hour  basis  with  no  relief  days. 

I was  staggered  a few  days  ago  while  in  con- 
versation with  a local  wholesale  tobacco  merchant. 
After  asking  for  a union  brand  he  informeJ  me 
he  did  not  handle  them  any  longer.  I asked  the 
reason  why,  and  he  said  the  trust  would  not 
ship  him  if  he  insisted  on  handling  union  goods. 
I asked  him  how  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
keep  informed  who  did  and  who  did  not  handle 
union  goods.  He  informed  me  that  they  have  the 
completest  set  of  "Pinks"  you  could  wish  to  see. 
But,  as  he  said,  how  could  it  be  otherwise,  when 
nine  out  of  every  ten  union  men  will  buy 
nothing  but  the  trust  tobacco.  Then  I "thinked 
a thunk"  and  wondered  if  unionism  is  really,  as 
they  say,  on  the  increase?  Oh,  what  an  amount 
of  trouble  would  be  saved  for  the  laboring  class 
if  that  little  blue  label  jvas  insisted  on  and  no 
substitute  could  take  its  place.  If  the  great 
American  Tobacco  trust  is  so  particular  about 
little  details  in  the  way  of  hindering  the  sale 
of  union  goods  by  throttling  the  merchant  in 
the  above  manner,  don’t  it  behoove  the  laborer 
to  wake  up  and  protect  his  fellowman  who  need 
our  support  badly  by  buying  nothing  but  blue 
label  goods?  Turn  over  a new  leaf  to-day  and 
in  the  future  see  to  it  that  you  do  this  at  once 
and  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  the  laboring 
men  of  this  great  country  will  enjoy  shorter 
work-days  and  better  remuneration.  You  have  it 
in  your  power  to  help.  Each  individual  counts. 
It  is  a known  fact  that  the  working  classes 
could  cure  one-half  of  the  evils  they  suffer  with 
to-day  if  they  only  stuck  together  on  this  great 
issue  of  purchasing  only  union-made  goods.  Will 
you  lend  a hand? 


Former  Bro.  O'Brien,  at  "3"  office,  Mantua,  is 
no  longer  a member  of  Division  30.  He  has 
dropped  out. 

Bro.  Kleaver  is  working  as  agent  at  Carpenter 
Station. 

Bro.  Costello  is  working  at  "GK"  in  place  of 
Bro.  Brown,  who  is  acting  as  yardmaster  during 
absence  of  agent. 

The  men  on  No.  23  wire  say  it  is  as  hard  as 
pulling  teeth  to  raise  "J"  office  nowadays,  caused 
by  the  retrenchment;  business  delayed  as  much 
as  three  to  five  hours. 

We  hear  the  Bage  agents  at  "G,”  "GK"  and 
Highland  have  been  laid  off  and  men  moved  up 
to  take  their  places  who  receive  much  smaller 
salary;  doing  away  with  a man  and  also  saving 
the  recent  10  per  cent  increase. 

Bro.  Howe,  at  "G,"  days,  has  become  used  to 
staying  awake  in  day-time. 

It  would  be  hard  work  to  make  the  telegraphers 
on  the  New  York  Division  believe  there  is  any 
reason  for  the  recent  reduction  of  force.  Men 
employed  for  years  fail  to  remember  a time  when 
they  were  busier. 

It  would  be  a good  thing  if  the  older  men  on 
the  Bel  Division  would  ginger  up  a little  and 
take  an  interest  in  their  own  welfare.  It  does 
beat  the  band  how  long  it  takes  for  some  men 
to  wake  up.  Get  together. 

Bro.  Eppchimer  is  still  able  to  set  up  and  smoke 
his  old  corncob.  This  will  be  gratifying  news  to 
“Grandpop's"  many  friends,  both  male  and  female. 

Bro.  Chamberlain  is  coming  back  to  Trenton. 
He  don’t  like  the  East  end. 

Bro.  Carty  is  located  at  Merchantville  Jet., 
days. 

Bro.  Haines  is  now  located  third  trick  at 
Millham  Jet. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Morris  is  back  nights  at  "BN," 
Trenton,  after  twenty  years*  service. 

Bro.  Coate  expects  to  make  the  feathers  fly  at 
Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  this  fall. 

Lost — A brother  located  at  "BD,”  first  trick, 
since  the  first  night  he  rode  the  goat. 

Bro.  Murray  located  at  "NE,"  North  Penn 
Jet.,  nights. 

The  men  on  the  Bel  Division  don’t  get  their 
relief  day  yet;  get  paid  instead.  Pretty  near 
time  a lelief  operator  was  put  on. 

The  self-appointed  visor  of  the  telegraphic  fra- 
ternity at  Trenton  had  a muzzle  put  on  him  lately, 
so  we  learn. 

Former  Bro.  Bennett,  at  Mon  Jet.,  has  al- 
lowed himself  to  drop  out.  Only  two  defaults 
in  years  speaks  for  itself. 

Nota  Bene. 


Wood8ville  Division,  No.  45. 


It  is  certainly  gratifying  to  note  the  interest 
that  is  being  taken  by  the  telegraphers  of  the 
Boston  & Maine  system  toward  improving  their 
condition  through  organization,  and  while  there 
has  not  been  very  much  in  the  journal  for  the 
last  few  months  from  Woodsville  Division,  No. 
45,  I desire  to  say  that  the  apathy  and  inactivity 
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which  previously  held  sway  among  us  is  rapidly 
giving  place  to  a spirit  of  enthusiasm  which  bids 
fair  to  continue  until  every  telegrapher  on  the 
Passumpsic  and  White  Mountains  Divisions  of  the 
Boston  & Maine  are  members  of  the  Order. 

We  now  have  over  one  hundred  members, 
which  is  a pretty  fair  showing  for  a lodge  which 
was  instituted  only  last  April. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  certainly  most 
encouraging,  and  I would  say  to  our  brother  teleg- 
raphers who  have  not  yet  made  application  for 
membership,  that  you  do  so  ere  the  dawn  of  the 
new  year,  and  be  numbered  among  those  who 
were  instrumental  in  securing  the  improved  con- 
ditions which  are  now  almost  within  the  reach 
of  the  telegraphers  on  this  system. 

My  dear  non,  do  you  ever  stop  to  reflect  that 
you  are  a stumbling-block  in  the  path  of  your 
fellow-workers,  who  are  trying  to  obtain  the  in- 
creased remuneration  and  recognition  which  are 
now  enjoyed  by  the  other  organized  employes  of 
this  road? 

Are  you  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  your  broth- 
ers of  the  key  regard  you  with  a feeling  of 
aversion,  solely  because  you  are,  in  a measure, 
standing  between  them  and  the  goal  for  which 
they  are  striving? 

How  can  you  expect  to  be  a man  among  men 
and  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence  of  honorable 
people,  unless  you  stand  up  for  your  rights  and 
demand  that  which  is  due  to  yourself  and  your 
loved  ones? 

If  there  was  any  good  reason  why  you  should 
remain  outside  the  fold  there  would  be  some 
excuse  for  you.  But  there  is  none.  All  the  un- 
pleasant features  that  once  obtained  have  been 
eliminated. 

Join  the  organization  of  your  craft  and  be  men! 

Cebt.  No.  2. 


Williamsport  Division,  No.  24. 

The  number  of  staunch  O.  R.  T.  members  that 
the  special  meeting  of  August  i8th  brought  out 
was  marvelous.  The  assembly  room  was  crowded 
in  comparison  to  many  of  the  regular  meetings, 
the  authenticity  of  which  Bro.  Riley  will  vouch 
for,  as  he  seemed  to  think  cuspidors  were  away 
above  par. 

One  of  the  grand  features  of  the’  meeting  was 
the  initiation  of  Bro.  Gertner,  of  Sunbury.  It 
was  a relief  to  a number  of  brothers,  whose 
energy  was  almost  exhausted.  He  was  hard  to 
get,  but  all  the  more  appreciated.  A number  of 
spicy  and  animated  talks  were  given  on  the  ques- 
tion at  issue,  and  the  select  readings  rendered  by 
the  division  elocutionist  were  of  rare  merit.  So 
let’s  drink  “Postum”  to  the  health  of  the  brother. 

The  regular  meeting  of  September  6th  was  not 
so  well  attended,  but  life  and  spirit  was  not  want- 
ing. The  mountains  gave  forth  another  victim  to 
the  inroads  of  O.  R.  T’isin.  We  can  now  call 
Luther  J.  Peek,  of  Glen  Union,  brother,  and  a 
hearty  welcome  we  extend.  Bro.  Sponsler  says 
drum  up  the  attendance,  but  since  I am  not  much 


of  a musician  you  will  pardon  me  if  some  of  my 
notes  discord. 

Bros.  K.  G.  Stuck  and  L.  H.  Dreese,  of  the 
S.  & L.  Division,  made  their  first  pilgrimage  to 
the  council  room  of  Division  24,  it  also  being  the 
first  visit  of  any  from  that  section.  How  glad 
we  were  to  have  them,  and  how  well  they  ap- 
preciated it,  was  only  too  well  made  manifest  at 
the  meeting.  Come  again. 

Four  brothers  from  the  E.  & C.  Division  helped 
swell  the  “push”  at  the  special  meeting.  We  are 
only  too  sorry  we  are  not  better  acquainted  with 
the  brothers  or  . 

Shake  “AQ”  Tower  and  you  roll  out  an  ace. 
Bro.  Dice  is  always  on  deck. 

Talk  about  bad  money  turning  up.  It’s  Bro. 
Penny  who  does  the  relief  stunt. 

Bro.  Lamm  nearly  lost  his  little  finger  "while 
toying  with  a dollar  and  a half  revolver.  Hold 
on,  brother,  we  are  not  in  need  of  mutton  chops 
for  a number  of  years  to  come,  and  especially 
through  the  agency  of  such  a cheap  butchering, 
although  the  meat  trust  seems  to  have  it  in  for  us. 

Bro.  Cowden  is  dealing  in  speedy  horseflesh  now. 
I may  be  premature,  but  go  early  and  avoid  the 
rush  if  you  wish  to  secure  books  for  the  races, 
“Doncherknow.” 

Bros.  Troutman  and  Brecon,  of  “BS,”  have 
traded  around.  Some  of  the  day  men  that  work 
nights  get  awfully  cranky.  Look  out,  brother, 
don’t  you  fall  into  the  same  rut. 

Bro.  Fite,  of  “ZA,”  has  been  absent  from  the 
division  room  for  a long  time.  If  oysters  are  a 
good  incentive,  you  can  get  lots  of  "’em’’  at 
Williamsport. 

Bros.  Fetterhoff  and  Leister  have  not  been  to  a 
meeting  since  their  wedding  day.  Now,  tell  your 
wives  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  that 
they  cook  very  poorly  and  I’ll  guarantee  you  will 
get  to  a meeting. 

Don’t  miss  the  next  meeting.  Lots  of  fun.  A 
lively  bout.  They  are  coming  with  their  stingers 
out.  The  four  big  B’s — Bros.  Frank  and  Charley 
Bailcts,  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  Clyde  and  Charley 
Bitner,  of  the  Eastern  Division.  Chief  Broucht 
and  Bro.  Young  have  arranged  for  seating  capacity. 

Bros.  Dciffcnderfer  and  Reedy,  in  “W”  office, 
certainly  are  having  their  hands  full  during  vaca- 
tion season. 

If  meetings  at  Columbus  Hall 

Should  prove  to  be  dance  or  ball. 

We  then  would  be  sure  to  see 
Bros.  Hazclett,  Oaks  and  McKee. 

Nons,  on  the  Eastern  and  Susquehanna  Divisions 
eligible  to  membership  are  getting  scarce  as  hen’s- 
tecth. 

Div.  Com. 


Fredericksburg  Division,  No.  125. 

Well,  boys,  you  have  all  had  your  vacations. 
Now,  don’t  you  think  it  time  you  were  settling 
down  10  work  on  the  few  remaining  nons  and 
put  the  125  on  the  100  per  cent  basis?  Where 
are  all  of  those  promises  we  had  in  July?  They 
are  surely  slow  materializing. 
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Our  Secretary  reports  no  applications  so  far 
this  month.  Brothers,  you  can’t  expect  good  re- 
ports from  your  division  if  you  don’t  give  the 
proper  support. 

How  many  of  you  were  present  at  our  last 
meeting?  Our  Chief’s  report  shows  up  very  bad 
for  you.  Less  than  a quorum  present  when  the 
time  for  opening  the  division  arrived.  Do  you 
expect  to  do  business  this  way?  I’ll  leaye  the 
question  with  you;  answer  it  if  you  can. 

The  harvest  is  ripe,  the  laborers  are  many,  and 
great  should  be  our  reward  if  we  only  get  to 
work  and  work  with  a will. 

Rouse,  then;  rally  to  your  Order  and  with 
united  heart  and  hand  let’s  make  it  the  greatest 
in  existence. 

Don’t  think,  boys,  when  all  the  men  in  your 
immediate  vicinity  have  been  converted  that  your 
work  is  finished,  but  remember  the  brother  that 
has  been  sent  among  a host  of  nons  and  give  him 
all  the  assistance  you  can.  It  is  a duty  you  owe 
the  brotherhood.  Get  after  them  and  see  how 
many  applications  we  can  have  at  the  next  meeting. 

Matrimonial  fever  has  struck  this  pike  again. 
Bro.  B.  Boschen  has  already  succumbed,  and  it’s 
rumored  that  several  more  of  the  boys  have  be- 
gun to  think  quite  seriously  of  following  his 
example.  Notably  among  them  our  worthy  Chief, 
Bro.  Thompson,  whom  I “13”  becomes  a benedict 
in  October. 

May  their  lives  be  long  and  happy,  and  their 
troubles  be  but  “little  ones.’’  Cigars  will  be  next 
in  order. 

Bro.  John  Beasley,  our  crack  pitcher  from  “MS,” 
is  off  sick.  Haven’t  learned,  as  yet,  whether  it  is 
baseball  or  matrimonial  fever.  How  about  it, 
John? 

No  other  sickness  reported. 

Come  out  one  and  all  to  the  meeting  second 
Friday  in  October.  Lots  of  important  business  on 
hand  for  that  night. 

With  ‘*73’’  to  all,  will  cut  cut. 

Happy  Jack. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  102. 

P.  & R.  brothers  continue  to  wear  that  smile 
that  won’t  come  off.  Why?  Because  the  O.  R. 
T.  members  and  the  P.  & R.  officials  are  under- 
standing each  other  more  and  more  every  day,  and 
the  jumping  at  conclusions  is  the  thing  of  the 
past. 

P.  & R.  brother  of  Division  No.  2 arc  not  re- 
ceiving the  highest  salary  paid  by  railroads,  yet 
they  are  at  this  time  receiving  the  very  best  of 
treatment 

Division  No.  102  will  meet  at  Columbia  Hall 
fourth  Tuesday  night  each  month,  commencing 
September  27th,  and  will  hold  special  meeting  that 
day,  1 130  p.  m.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  brothers 
who  work  nights  and  cannot  attend  the  regular 
night  meetings.  The  reason  why  we  changed  the 
meeting  night  from  fourth  Wednesday  to  fourth 
Tuesday  is  because  Wednesday  night  is  regular 
steady  company  night,  which  keep  many  of  our 
brothers  away  from  the  meeting. 


New  candidates  for  membership  are  expected 
to  ride  the  goat  A new  one  will  be  purchased 
for  the  occasion.  Our  worthy  Secretary  has 
power  to  purchase  a good  one  for  the  occasion 
at  any  cost,  as  Division  102  has  a nice,  fat 
treasury  and  can  stand  the  price  at  any  cost. 

Slingbr  Jim. 


Jersey  City  Division,  No.  10. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  held  Saturday 
evening  the  17th,  and  the  usual  large  attendance 
was  on  hand,  and  after  reading  a couple  of  ap- 
plications, a pair  of  new  members  were  added  to 
our  fold.  There  are  only  a few  nons  left  upon 
the  division  now  and  we  hope  that  they  will  lme 
up  before  the  snow  begins  to  fall. 

A number  of  the  brothers  took  a run  out  to 
Lancaster  on  the  occasion  of  Division  4*8  ninth 
anniversary,  Saturday  evening  the  17th,  and  all  re- 
port that  they  had  a very  fine  time.  Those  Philly 
boys  are  noted  for  their  catering  abilities  any- 
how. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Brodeur  has  accepted  a position  on 
the  Subway  in  New  York,  and  is  posting  at  the 
different  towers. 

For  the  information  of  the  brothers  the  Subway 
positions  pay  the  first  year  $2.40  and  the  second 
year  and  after  $2.40.  The  towers  are  all  under- 
ground and  also  are  all  air.  The  hours  are  mostly 
eight  hours  with  several  ten-hour  positions. 

Waverly  interlocking  tower  was  discontinued 
about  the  15th  instant,  and  the  work  having  been 
done  at  this  point  heretofore  has  been  shifted  to 
West  Newark  Junction.  The  abandonment  was 
caused  by  the  yard,  etc.,  being  shifted  and  the 
new  jump-over  being  placed  in  service  at  Neck 
Lane. 

Bro.  Dan  Harrington  has  been  placed  on  the 
3:00  p.  m.  trick  at  “RU,”  Brunswick  Street, 
Jersey  City. 

Bro.  W.  M.  Hellings  has  accepted  “GY”  Mead- 
ows’ last  trick,  on  account  of  W.  A.  Waverly 
going  out  of  business. 

Bro.  Jack  Geraghty,  otherwise  known  as  the 
“King  of  the  Cove,”  is  contemplating  a month’s 
sojourn  at  the  World’s  Fair.  We  wish  you  a 
pleasant  trip,  Johnnie.  Don’t  take  in  any  bad 
money. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Bowman  is  now  located  at  Dallas, 
Texas,  having  accepted  a very  good  position  in  the 
postal  at  that  point.  J.  H.  has  the  best  wishes 
of  all  the  bunch;  he  was  always  fine  business. 

Bro.  Al.  Chamberlain,  of  Division  85,  is  with  us 
occasionally  of  late,  working  the  night  tricks  in 
“J”  office,  Jersey  City. 

Our  congenial  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Bro. 
Kelling,  surprised  the  members  at  last  meeting 
by  opening  a box  of  “Emanuel  Garcias”  cigars, 
and  everybody  enjoyed  them  immensely.  His  con- 
fidential or  recording  secretary  was  out  to  Lan- 
cester,  so  Bro.  John  was  kept  pretty  busy. 

Bro.  Wilson  is  now  working  at  Neck  Lane, 
days,  a temporary  office  on  account  of  the  con- 
struction work.  Looks  like  the  need  of  a per- 
manent office  at  this  point  was  very  great. 
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Bro.  Maurer  has  accepted  and  is  now  working 
at  "OS*'  Meadows,  days,  and  from  all  reports 
he  is  holding  it  down  in  very  good  order. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Quinn  accepted  the  night  position  at 
"OS”  Meadows,  but  has  since  accepted  a very 
tempting  offer  cm  the  D.  L.  & W.  Although 
we  regret  to  lose  this  brother  from  our  line,  we 
are  glad  that  he  has  been  able  to  better  himself. 

Bro.  Captain  Bergen  took  the  usual  O.  R.  T. 
party  down  the  Passaic  River  for  a sail  last 
Sunday  in  his  steam  launch.  It  was  a quiet  trip 
on  account  of  the  commodore  not  showing  up  to 
attend  to  the  steering  gear. 

Bro.  Dick  Carroll  was  on  the  sick  list  during 
the  month,  but  has  fully  recovered,  and  we  are 
glad  to  see  him  on  deck  again. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Cahill  is  holding  down  “BM  office, 
263  Fifth  Avenue,  N.  Y.,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  operator  Whitford. 

Bro.  Dan  Hanrahan  is  back  to  the  Astor  House 
again,  and  the  agent  there  says  Dan  is  very  wel- 
come. 

Bro.  Frank  Sqrter  is  working  at  “HD,”  23d 
Street,  and  he  is  right  at  home  there. 

Bro.  Ed.  Leary  has  moved  back  to  the  city  for 
the  winter,  having  spent  the  hot  summer  months 
at  Franklin  Heights. 

Bro.  Pete  Ward  paid  us  a visit  last  week,  and 
still  carries  that  winning  smile  of  his. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Maher  has  the  best  wishes  of  the 
fraternity,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  a long  and 
prosperous  life  for  both. 

Bro.  Chief  Gaffeney  reports  everything  well 
and  sailing  beautiful  on  the  Sound. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a visit  from  Bro.  Scar- 
borough during  the  month.  Old  “DB”  is  holding 
down  an  eight-hour  trick  on  the  Phila.  Terminal 
Div.  Bro.  Smith  also  accompanied  him  upon  the 
occasion. 

The  conditions  in  this  neighborhood  are  some- 
what on  the  improving  side,  but  business  still 
seems  to  be  a little  slow,  some  of  the  tricks  in 
the  different  offices  having  been  re-established, 
but  not  all  as  yet. 

The  construction  work  seems  to  keep  going  right 
on  and  we  hope  that  when  the  different  elevations, 
etc.,  are  finished,  we  will  go  on  in  the  old- 
fashioned  way;  that  is,  it  will  be  signs  hanging 
out  operators  wanted,  instead  of  nothing  doing. 

T.  R.  O. 


Altoona  Division,  No.  86. 

Hello,  boys,  here  we  are  again  coming  out  to 
the  front  once  more.  Don’t  think  we  are  dead, 
but  we  admit  that  we  have  again  got  sleepy,  and 
some  of  us,  in  fact,  have  fallen  into  the  land  of 
Nod,  as  we  have  been  missing  some  of  the  meet- 
ings recently. 

Now,  let  us  get  right  down  to  business  and 
work  and  try  hard  to  get  in  some  new  members 
and  get  ready  for  the  future,  as  we  all  know  we 
have  a great  work  to  do  and  know  that  it  is  work 
that  we  must  do  if  we  want  ourselves  and  our 
organization  to  prosper. 


Some  time  ago  it  was  suggested  that  we  have 
a “Comroers,”  or  reception  in  Altoona  and  ar- 
range for  Bros.  Marr  and  Perham  to  be  with  us 
and  give  us  a good  talk  and  have  a nice,  sociable 
time.  What  is  the  trouble?  Has  this  fallen 
through,  never  to  be  heard  of  again? 

Come  on,  now;  let  us  all  get  together  and  ar- 
range for  this  “Commers”  and  have  a good  time, 
and  make  it  known  among  all  the  nons  by  furnish- 
ing them  with  an  application  blank,  so  they  can 
have  it  filled  out  ready  to  bring  along  with  their 
coin  and  be  taken  right  in. 

Boys,  if  you  come  into  the  Order  you  will 
never  regret  it,  as  you  know  the  good  it  has 
done  in  the  past  for  all  of  us.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  O.  R.  T.  the  majority  of  us  would  be 
working  twelve  hours  per  day,  and  would  not  be 
receiving  the  salaries  we  are,  although  we  are  not 
receiving  the  salaries  to-day  that  we  should.  The 
only  way  we  can  expect  to  better  our  conditions 
and  receive  more  money  for  the  first-class  service 
that  we  are  giving  the  railroad  companies,  is  to 
connect  ourselves  with  The  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers,  and  take  active  part  in  the  work  that 
is  to  be  done.  Why  not  come  in  with  us  now  and 
give  us  a helping  hand? 

One  of  the  questions  of  interest  hereabout  at 
this  time  is,  will  we  have  a system  division  on 
the  P.  R.  R.  ? It  is  a question  that  each  member 
should  read  up  on.  We  might  have  a vote  on  the 
question  soon.  Get  down  to  it,  boys.  Write  your 
friends,  who  may  be  on  a system  division,  and  get 
their  views. 

Bro.  J.  L.  B.  Miller  has  been  on  the.  sick  list 
for  the  past  month.  Sorry  for  you,  “HO;**  hope 
you  will  soon  be  able  to  be  with  us  again. 

Bro.  Geo.  Adams,  who  passed  through  Altoona 
on  August  10th,  after  spending  a pleasant  time 
in  St.  Louis  and  Western  cities,  is  now  working 
at  Edgemont,  Md.,  on  the  Western  Maryland 
road.  This  is  right  in  the  peach  country,  and 
George  says  he  is  eating  so  many  peaches  that 
he  is  beginning  to  look  like  a peach.  Many 
good  wishes  to  you,  “G.” 

We  extend  our  hearty  congratulations  to  Bro. 
G.  M.  Stoner  and  wife,  who  were  married  Sep- 
tember 13th. 

Bros.  Withers  and  Lantzer  are  still  holding 
down  “SN”  yet.  Bro.  Lantzer  is  the  “owl.** 

We  fear  that  Bro.  Ehrenfield  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  playing  pool  is  a failure  and  has 
gone  into  the  “raw-fur”  business.  He  has  already 
had  some  startling  experience  with  a pole-cat, 
which  got  the  best  of  him  and  the  lunch  box. 

Bro.  Chief  McCoy  and  Hare  are  still  holding 
down  the  hot  jobs  at  “GD.”  Get  after  ’em 
aRain,  boys,  before  cold  weather  comes. 

No  use  to  go  hunting,  boys,  Bro.  Schaeffer  is 
going  out  on  the  15th  and  will  bag  all  the  game. 
. We  are  glad  to  note  that  quite  a few  of  the 
brothers  of  Division  No.  3 are  being  transferred 
to  Division  No.  86.  Come  in  and  make  yourselves 
light  at  home. 

I would  be  glad  to  have  some  two  or  three 
brothers  or  sisters  write  some  notes  for  our  jour- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1299 


nal  each  month  and  send  them  to  me  not  later 
than  the  18th  of  each  month.  Don’t  be  afraid 
to  do  this,  as  I would  like  to  have  a nice  bunch 
of  notes  for  our  journal  each  month,  which  I 
think  will  be  a benefit  to  our  Order.  I also  think 
it  would  be  a great  help  to  the  Order  if  every 
brother  and  sister  would  read  their  journal  through, 
then  hand  it  to  some  non-member  and  ask  them 
to  read  it  through.  I think  this  would  help  non- 
ir.embers  to  see  the  good  of  the  Order  and  they 
would  coine  in. 

will  now  cut  it  out,  with  my  “73”  to  all, 
hoping  to  meet  you  all  at  the  division  room. 
Don’t  forget  our  meeting  dates. 

Dxv.  Cor. 


New  Rochelle  Division  No.  37. 

Bro.  Geo.  Scoffield  is  sick  with  typhoid  at  his 
home  in  Stamford. 

Cabin  located  at  Webster  Ave.,  Harlem  branch, 
closed  last  week  account  bridge  work  being  fin- 
ished, Bro.  Corrigan  going  to  Pelham  Bay  Tower 
loa,  days,  and  Bro.  Speers  to  same  place,  nights. 

Bro.  Martin  Crowley,  from  Tower  102,  to  the 
third  trick  at  Harlem  River,  succeeding  Bro. 
Reichtmtyer,  who  takes  the  new  position  created 
at  42d  Street  as  secretary  to  P.  W.  J.  Smith, 
passenger  trainmaster. 

Our  third  annual  clam  bake  has  come  and  gone, 
but  not  forgotten  (by  N.  Y.  Div.,  No.  26).  It 
was  not  the  most  successful  financially  as  others 
we  have  had,  but  it  was  far  ahead  otherwise,  as 
all  who  were  there  and  partook  of  the  good  things 
spread  for  their  delectation,  will  vouch  for. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  members 
of  the  committee,  Bros.  Langdon,  Canning  and 
Sargent,  for  their  untiring  efforts. 

Who  said  Bro.  Noon  could  play  ball?  Bet  you 
two  to  one. 

C.  D.  Perkins,  our  genial  roadmaster,  held  down 
first  base  in  fine  style;  but  why  shouldn’t  he?  He 
weighs  nearly  two  hundred. 

Wm.  Raser  found  the  game  too  fatiguing,  and 
after  the  first  inning  he  hied  himself  to  a game 
where  he  could  sit  down  and  play. 

You  should  have  seen  our  great  and  only  Tom 
play  ball.  When  he  made  that  home  run  the 
earth  trembled  (so  did  Tom). 

'Tis  said  that  Teddy  the  strenuous  made  more 
runs  than  any  individual.  Our  genial  U.  S.  Sar- 
gent Buck  says  he  had  to  side-step  on  several 
occasions  to  avoid  a collision  with  him. 

Whoever  said  that  Bro.  Hoolihan  can’t  play 
ball  does  not  know  whereof  he  speaks.  Ask 
Noon. 

I won’t  say  a word  about  Bob. 

Ask  Division  No.  26  how  about  those  badges 
before  and  after. 

To  whom  it  may  concern — A suitable  reward 
will  be  given  for  the  safe  return  of  our  friend, 
Engineer  Joe  Zeller.  He  was  last  seen  after  the 
clam-bakc  on  a Greenwich  trolley  car  bound  for 
Harlem  River.  Not  so  many  clams  for  yours 
next  time,  Joe.  It  is  a long  ride  to  Harlem  River 
via  Greenwich.  Signed  Anxious. 


D.  C.  Thorpe,  from  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  to 
Dorchester  as  night  ticket  clerk;  Jack  Warren  to 
day  ticket  clerk;  F.  D.  Austin  resigned  to  accept 
position  with  Erie  Railroad  foreign  freight  de- 
partment in  New  York  City. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Jones  transferred  from  freight 
cashier  New  Rochelle  to  the  agency  at  Rowayton. 

J.  Kellard  promoted  from  baggage  master  and 
operator  Van  Nest  Station  to  third  trick  at  Van 
Nest  Tower  104.  Isn’t  it  time.  Jack,  that  you 
wore  a button? 

Bro.  J.  W.  Donovan  promoted  from  third  trick 
Van  Nest  to  third  trick  at  New  Rochelle  Tower 
No.  70.  Success  to  you,  “DO,”  it  was  well  earned. 

Bro.  J.  Hannan  elected  secretary  and  treasurer, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Bro. 
Eugene  Murphy.  Bro.  O.  Sargent  elected  as  vice- 
chief. Div.  Cor. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
the  universe  to  remove  from  our  midst  Bro. 
Eugene  Murphy,  our  worthy  and  esteemed  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  a good  and  faithful  member, 
one  whom  we  all  will  miss,  whose  untiring  efforts 
at  all  times  were  given  to  the  best  interest  of 
New  Rochelle  Division,  No.  37;  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved , That  New  Rochelle  Division,  No.  37, 
extend  to  the  family  and  friends  of  our  late  brother 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  hour  of  their  sad 
bereavement;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved , That  these  resolutions  be  spread  on 
our  minutes  and  a copy  be  forwarded  to  the 
family  of  our  deceased  brother,  also  a copy  be 
sent  to  1'iiE  Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publica- 
non. 

(Signed)  Geo.  F.  Canning, 

F.  R.  Gallagher, 

H.  Flanagan, 

Committee. 


Chicago  Division,  No.  91. 

The  meeting  of  September  16th  was  one  of  the 
regulation  good  kind,  with  plenty  doing  and  a 
good,  strong  attendance  representing  the  follow- 
ing lines  of  railway:  C.  M.  & St.  P.,  C.  & N.  W., 
C.  T.  T.,  111.  Cent.,  L.  S.  & M.  S.,  C.  & G.  W., 
Western  Union  and  Postal  Telegraph  Companies, 
which  makes  it  look  like  ihere  has  been  something 
doing  in  the  O.  R.  T.  line  in  and  about  Chicago. 

It  is  desired  that  as  many  of  the  brothers  that 
can,  no  matter  to  what  division  attached,  will 
be  in  attendance  at  our  meetings,  as  they  are 
welcome  and  attendance  desired. 

Nine  members  transferred  and  initiated  into  the 
division  at  the  last  meeting  does  not  look  so 
bad,  docs  it?  Keep  at  it  and  our  flag  will  still 
be  raised  higher. 

We  are  making  preparations  to  furnish  all  who 
are  able  to  attend  our  second  annual  reception  and 
ball  even  a better  time  than  last  year,  when 
everybody  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  the  best 
of  the  kind  that  ever  happened.  We  desire  the 
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attendance  of  as  many  members  of  the  Order  as 
possible  from  all  divisions,  that  we  may  have  as 
representative  a crowd  as  possible  together  with 
your  friends  and  their  friends. 

Let  the  brothers  who  are  selling  tickets  make  • 
their  report  of  tickets  sold  and  turn  in  unsold 
tickets  not  later  than  October  30th,  that  we  may 
check  up  the  accounts  and  audit  same  promptly 
and  without  any  delay. 

Full  account  will  go  to  the  members  of  this 
division  by  letter  immediately  after  accounts  are 
audited,  and  to  the  general  fraternity  in  the  De- 
cember Telegrapher. 

Remember  the  Santa  Fe  when  routing  your 
shipments,  and  keep  a sharp  look-out  for  the  nons; 
also  for  members  of  other  divisions  working  in 
this  territory.  Take  up  their  cards  and  turn  in 
so  that  we  may  receive  the  benefit  of  their  mem- 
bership and  call  on  them  to  aid  in  the  good 
work  being  done. 

If  the  membership  will  keep  diligently  at  the 
work  as  they  have  in  the  past,  it  will  only  be  a 
very  short  time  until  everything  can  be  said  to 
%be  solid  O.  R.  T.  in  this  territory.  Keep  at  it 
day  and  night.  Secretary. 


Renovo  Division,  No.  110. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  held  in  Odd 
Fellows’  Hall,  Friday,  August  26th,  but  was  not 
very  well  attended  on  account  of  the  bad  weather. 

One  applicant  elected  and  one  transferred  to  this 
division  in  August. 

Third  trick  train  dispatcher,  Bro.  W.  E.  Mallery, 
of  Middle  Division,  is  away  on  his  vacation. 

Bro.  J.  I.  Underwood  is  now  relief  dispatcher 
on  Middle  and  Western  Divisions  of  the  P.  & E. 

Bro.  C.  U.  Lupro  was  married  to  Miss  Witchey 
at  Renovo,  August  18th,  1904.  The  congratula- 
tions of  all  the  members  of  Division  no  is 
extended  to  Bro.  Lupro,  and  wishes  for  future 
happiness. 

We  are  glad  to  have  back  with  us  again  Bro. 

A.  S.  Adams,  formerly  of  “RA”  force,  who  has 
accepted  position  as  agent  at  Cooks’  Run,  Pa. 
Bro.  Adams  has  been  on  the  Rivier  Division  of  the 

B.  & A.  V.  all  summer. 

Past  Chief  Thos.  Eddy’s  father  died  August 
1 6th  at  his  home  in  Westport. 

Bro.  Geo.  M.  Stevens  was  off  sick  a couple  of 
days  last  week,  but  is  around  all  right  again  now. 
Heart  failure  superinduced  by  getting  around  on 
time  was  the  principal  cause  of  his  sickness;  also 
Bro.  Prosser  says  he  had  too  much  “clam  bake.” 

Our  correspondent  has  been  taking  a vacation 
for  a couple  of  months  and  was  discharged  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  division.  He  made  all 
sorts  of  promises  to  do  better,  but  his  offenses 
had  become  so  bad  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  he 
can  be  re-instated  again,  it  not  being  his  first 
offense.  Applications  for  the  position  will  be 
received  by  the  Secretary  up  to  two  o’clock  p.  m., 
September  7th,  when  all  bids  will  be  opened  and 
the  best  man  chosen. 

Bro.  R.  S.  Keep  has  been  promoted  to  copier 
on  third  trick  Middle  Division.  Bro.  B.  S.  Lewis 


is  working  on  the  through  wire  trick  in  his 
place. 

Division  operator  E.  D.  Gardner  received  news 
on  August  21st  that  his  father  had  died  at  his 
home  in  Smith’s  Mills,  N.  Y. 

Bro.  F.  S.  Signor  has  resigned  his  position 
as  telegrapher  on  Middle  Division. 

P.  H.  Hayes,  one  of  the  old-timers  of  Renovo 
office  way  back  in  the  seventies,  was  a visitor  to 
town  a short  time  ago.  He  is  superintendent  on 
the  B.  A.  & P.  R.  R.  now.  There  is  no  telling 
where  the  boys  from  that  office  will  climb  to  in 
railroad  life. 

First  trick  Middle  Division  dispatcher  E.  K. 
Stevens’  family  are  away,  and  there  is  no  one 
at  home  now  but  the  old  cat.  All  telegraphers 
are  welcome  at  his  home  providing  they  bring 
something  to  eat,  as  he  is  not  living  on  the  fat 
of  the  land  at  present.  Some  of  the  boys  are 
thinking  of  getting  up  a collection  to  get  him  a 
square  meal,  as  he  is  getting  pretty  thin  on  a 
diet  of  Force  three  times  a day. 

Bro.  B.  Spencer  Lewis,  of  “RA”  force,  who 
hails  from  Elgin,  Pa.,  has  gone  into  the  peach 
business,  and  will  be  found  at  his  place  of  busi- 
ness on  6th  Street,  Renovo,  Pa.,  after  5:00  p.  m., 
afternoons. 

Bro.  N.  G.  Wilson,  of  Baltimore  Division,  was 
a pleasant  visitor  in  Renovo  the  latter  part  of 
August.  We  are  always  glad  to  see  visitors  from 
all  other  divisions,  and  are  sorry  that  he  could 
not  have  been  with  us  for  our  regular  meeting 
night. 

Denny  Shea,  of  Waterford,  is  away  taking  a 
vacation  trip  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  see  about 
getting  the  post  office. 

We  are  very  much  gratified  to  hear  Bro.  E. 
Thomas  Wells  back  to  his  post  at  Emporium 
again,  after  a protracted  illness. 

G.  H.  Crissman,  who  has  been  working  in 
“RA,”  has  resigned  to  accept  a position  as  train 
dispatcher  on  the  B.  & S.  R.  R.  at  Galeton,  Pa. 

Bro.  S.  G.  McElwain,  trainmaster’s  clerk,  took 
a flying  4rip  to  Baltimore  last  Sunday  with  his 
family. 

Div.  Cot. 


Wilkesbarre  Division,  No.  67. 

Our  last  regular  meeting  fairly  well  attended 
was  pulled  off  in  due  form  at  the  old  rendezvous. 
Several  new  names  were  voted  upon  and  accepted 
for  membership,  also  two  new  men  being  investi- 
gated by  the  committee  pending  their  decision. 

This  is  the  way  to  go  at  it,  boys,  only  try  and 

get  at  them  a little  harder.  It  will  take  quite 

a while  to  get  the  required  number  of  men  to 
begin  negotiations  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  at  this 
gait,  so  would  impress  upon  your  minds  the  im- 
portance of  activity  on  the  part  of  every  member 
located  on  that  line  necessary  to  get  more  of 
the  non-members  in  line.  Several  so-called  “worth- 
less cases”  have  recently  joined  us,  and  the  others 
will  be  just  as  easy  if  you  only  keep  everlastingly 
at  them.  Do  a little  overtime  work  for  the  good 

of  the  Order  writing  letters  to  the  nons  in  your 

territory,  and  going  to  see  them  when  you  can 
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handily.  When  you  have  your  two  days*  vaca- 
tion each  month,  spend  the  time  in  trying  to 
organize  your  part  of  the  road,  even  if  you  don’t 
get  the  man  thi9  month,  he  will  be  easier  next, 
and  think  what  a new  member  every  two  months 
per  brother  will  count  up  to  January  ist. 

We  have  information  that  we  will  be  granted 
organizers  in  the  course  of  a month  to  canvass 
the  entire  line  of  the  Lehigh,  and  would  therefore 
call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  all  located  on  the  line  to  get  the 
“pike"  in  as  good  condition  as  possible  by  that 
time.  Also  lend  a hand  to  help  matters  along  in 
every  way  you  can.  This  will  be  to  all  your 
interests  individually  and  taken  in  a combined 
way. 

The  system  division  movement  is  under  way, 
being  acted  upon  by  other  divisions,  and  expect 
to  have  it  nicely  going  in  couple  months.  You 
will  be  duly  notified  when  the  time  of  its  in- 
stallment is  at  hand. 

Have  communication  from  Auburn  Division 
brothers  stating  that  they  are  on  the  aggressive 
with  the  big  batch  of  nons  on  that  end,  and  are 
getting  them  stirred  up  in  good  shape,  expecting 
to  have  them  in  proper  condition  for  "plucking" 
in  short  time.  We  should  send  them  lots  of  en- 
couragement, praising  them  for  their  good  work 
and  urging  them  to  do  yet  greater  things  in  the 
very  near  future.  We  all  know  that  this  is  the 
poorest  organized  part  of  the  line,  also  the  poorest 
paid,  and  think  that  with  the  proper  kind  of 
operations  it  will  pan  out  good  as  other  parts  of 
the  system. 

You  brothers  on  the  P.  & N.  Y.,  would  like  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  two  days’  vacation. 
You  know  when  it  was  granted  us,  we  were  to 
be  relieved  at  such  times  as  convenient  to  the 
company,  they  to  give  us  as  much  notice  as  pos- 
sible. Some  of  you  are  doing  too  much  juggling. 
You  seem  to  want  to  take  the  matter  all  in  your 
own  hands.  If  the  days  granted  you  do  not  hap- 
pen to  be  the  ones  you  would  have  picked  out, 
you  promptly  kick.  As  a result  you  make  it  very 
unpleasant  for  the  chief  and  also  the  relief  men. 
A word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient. 

Changes  have  been  very  frequent  past  couple 
months,  owing  to  sickness  and  men  leaving  the 
line.  Shields  and  Irvings  pump  and  telegraph  jobs 
have  been  closed  days,  but  are  still  open  nights, 
as  heretofore. 

Bro.  McClen  resigned  from  the  "DA,"  Towanda, 
Western  Union  office  first  of  the  month  to  accept 
the  position  as  manager  of  the  postal  office  in  the 
same  city. 

Bro.  W.  I.  Richie,  from  Shields,  days,  takes 
“DA"  job.  This  is  a worthy  promotion. 

Bro.  F.  W.  Lewis  was  in  charge  of  "DA"  three 
weeks  from  the  time  McClen  left  until  Bro.  "R" 
arrived  in  town. 

Bro.  F.  I).  Hutchins,  from  "SA,"  nights,  to 
fourth  trick,  “SA,"  days. 

Bro.  Clyde  Bostwick  past  couple  years  days  at 
Meshoppen,  transferred  to  "SA,"  nights.  "M" 
says  moving  don’t  suit  his  taste  at  all. 


Operator  Bunnell  takes  Bro.  Bostwick's  place 
at  "MN."  Mr.  B.  promises  to  be  with  us  soon 
as  he  has  the  necessary  experience.  We  do  not, 
as  a general  thing,  have  any  trouble  to  land  the 
young  men.  It  is  the  old  ones  that  require  the 
coaxing. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Burroughs,  at  Stanley,  took  few 
weeks’  vacation  last  month,  being  relieved  by  M. 
P.  Cleary.  Bro.  "CJ"  has  anything  but  a snap 
of  it  at  "YN"  handling  the  bigger  half  of  the 
business  of  the  town.  The  N.  C.  Company  furnish 
five  men  to  do  what  "CJ"  has  to  "buckle"  into. 
Just  go  up  and  see. 

There  are  several  places  on  the  P.  & N.  Y.  Div. 
where  there  is  entirely  too  much  work  being  done 
for  one  man  to  handle.  We  might  mention  Romu- 
lus, Stanley,  Gorham,  Ulster  and  Hayts  Corners. 
The  time  is  not  far  off  when  places  of  this  kind 
will  be  manned  by  two  men.  One  man  cannot 
positively  do  the  work  at  these  places  and  treat 
himself  as  he  should.  Think  of  thirteen  to  fifteen 
hours  daily  on  duty,  Sundays  and  holidays.  The 
constant  efforts  of  all  will  hurry  the  time  when 
these  conditions  will  be  righted  on  this  as  well 
as  other  lines  of  railway. 

Bro.  Earl  Mann,  nights  at  Falls,  is  taking  a 
month’s  vacation  visiting  his  home  at  Elmira,  N. 
Y.  From  all  reports  when  Bro.  Mann  returns  to 
"FA"  there  will  be  two  of  us.  Don’t  forget  we 
smoke,  Earl. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Phillips,  the  oldest  station  agent 
in  point  of  service  in  the  employ  of  the  L.  V., 
was  taken  seriously  sick  last  month,  and  though 
slightly  improved,  is  not  able  to  be  on  duty  yet. 

Mr.  "Brad"  Wakeman,  chief  clerk,  has  been 
appointed  agent  at  Tunkhannock  during  absence 
of  Mr.  Phillips. 

Bro.  B.  K.  Barrowcliff,  occupying  chief  clerk’s 
chair  at  “KH,"  and  Bro.  W.  S.  Fox,  relief  agent, 
throwing  the  lightning. 

Bro.  Jno.  Furman  working  at  Falls  nights  during 
the  absence  of  Bro.  Mann. 

Bro.  R.  N.  Horning  relieving  night  operator 
Grant  at  Geneva  for  couple  weeks.  Grant  is 
doing  “St.  Louis,  Louie." 

Bro.  F.  H.  Campbell  and  wife  on  vacation  doing 
the  Fair  at  St.  Louis,  and  visiting  relatives  in 
Chicago.  Could  not  learn  who  takes  “FW’s”  place 
at  Satterfield. 

Bro.  W.  Hazen  from  Reeder  nights  to  Lodi 
nights. 

Bro.  C.  S.  Ely,  from  extra  force,  takes  Reeder 
nights. 

Some  of  you  brothers  on  the  Ithaca  line  kindly 
do  a little  of  your  good  work  with  the  new  agent 
at  Newfield.  He  seems  to  have  a mania  to  secure 
all  the  students  he  possibly  can.  His  name  is 
Mr.  Walter  Messenger,  and  his  address  is  Newfield, 
N Y.  At  last  report  he  had  three  hams  round 
him  and  looking  for  more.  Some  of  you  brothers 
kindly  load  up  your  shotgun  and  take  a trip 
down  that  way.  See  if  you  can  do  anything.  It 
has  gone  far  enough  and  is  up  to  us. 

Bro.  Ed.  Wilkins,  formerly  with  the  L.  V., 
at  present  working  a relief  trick  out  of  Syracuse 
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on  the  N.  Y.  Central,  home  couple  weeks  at  Gor- 
ham, was  calling  on  brothers  in  Geneva. 

A.  C.  Lattin  transferred  from  extra  force  to 
regular  lelief  agency,  same  territory.  This  ought 
to  be  prosperity  enough  for  you,  “K.”  How  about 
that  application? 

By  the  way,  don’t  lose  all  sight  of  the  meetings 
each  month.  Come  down  with  us  once  in  a while. 
Now  that  you  have  about  all  had  your  summer 
vacation,  you  should  settle  down  and  strive  to  do 
more  good  work  than  ever  before  for  the  good  of 
the  Order.  Again,  wuld  impress  upon  your  mem- 
ories the  all-important  fact  that  we  must  all  put 
forth  extra  and  unceasing  efforts  to  bring  in  the 
non-members. 

Bob. 

Auburn  Division  Notes — 

As  the  members  on  our  division  all  seem  bashful 
when  it  comes  to  a write-up  for  the  journal, 
Auburn  Division  has  not  been  very  well  repre- 
sented lately.  Now,  some  of  you  ink-slingers,  who 
can  dash  off  two  or  three  sixteen-page  letters  each 
week  to  those  fair  girls,  wake  up  and  write  a 
few  notes  for  The  Telegrapher.  Let  the  boys 
know  what  is  doing  in  this  part  of  the  universe. 
Get  the  nons  interested  and  we  will  soon  be 
buying  diamonds. 

What  this  division  needs  is  a good  organizer, 
one  who  knows  how  to  go  after  the  boys.  Many 
would  join  if  approached  in  the  right  spirit.  As 
it  now  stands,  too  many,  while  they  believe  in  us 
and  would  like  to  join,  are  afraid  that  by  doing 
so  they  will  win  the  displeasure  of  their  superiors 
and  forfeit  all  chances  for  promotion.  Let  me 
assure  you  that  is  a mistaken  idea.  I believe  our 
officials  are  as  just  as  any,  and  that  the  man  who 
has  been  faithful  and  deserving  of  advancement, 
will  get  it  when  opportunity  offers,  whether  he 
carries  an  up-to-date  card  in  his  pocket  or  not. 
I feel  pretty  sure  that  the  dispatchers  and  some 
of  those  higher  in  authority  are  pretty  tired  of 
some  of  the  hams  at  night  offices  and  smaller 
stations,  with  whom  they  have  had  to  contend  for 
some  time  past. 

Some  of  the  boys  were  slightly  worked  up  last 
winter  by  the  opening  of  that  telegraph  school  in 
Auburn.  Don’t  lose  any  sleep  over  that.  As  far 
as  I can  find,  it  was  not  much  of  a success,  and,  I 
understand,  is  now  closed.  We  all  remember  how 
the  first  graduate  from  this  factory  was  appointed 
agent  at  Flemingville,  and  how,  after  being  alone 
just  two  days,  he  went  up  in  the  air.  His  author- 
ity was  of  short  duration.  It  has  been  many 
months  since  he  has  signed  for  a green  strip  of 
paper  on  the  13th.  Of  the  remaining  hams  turned 
out  by  that  institution  I believe  there  is  but  one 
who  is  working  as  a telegrapher,  and  he  is  at  a 
very  unimportant  place. 

The  principal  stations  up  here  where  hams  are 
turned  out  as  a side  issue  are:  Fair  Haven,  Mart- 

ville,  Wyckoffs,  Berkshire,  Kings  Ferry  and 
Myers.  The  agent  at  the  first-mentioned  place  was 
formerly  a member  of  our  Order,  but  during  the 
past  winter  had  two  students  in  his  office. 


Quite  a number  of  changes  have  taken  place  in 
these  parts  lately.  Harry  Lee,  *‘RO,**  second  trick 
man  in  “AB”  office,  has  taken  a job  in  Chicago 
at  $75  per. 

During  the  vacations  of  dispatchers,  Harry  Tan- 
ner has  been  trying  his  hand  at  running  trains, 
his  place  as  first  trick  operator  being  filled  by 
A.  F.  Steel,  and  H.  S.  Tipton  doing  the  stunt 
from  3:00  to  11:00. 

Geo.  Maloney,  formerly  call  boy  in  trainmaster’s 
office,  has  been  appointed  telegrapher  at  Locke, 
vice  Francis  Gallagher  resigned. 

Geo.  Heald  has  been  transferred  from  agent  at 
Cayuga  to  telegrapher  at  Moravia.  O.  E.  Horton, 
formerly  at  Locke,  is  now  in  charge  at  Cayuga. 

Relief  telegrapher  Johnson  has  been  helping 
agent  at  Kings  Ferry  during  the  fruit  shipping 
season. 

R.  M.  Buffington,  a former  agent  for  the  L.  V., 
has  been  doing  extra  work  this  summer. 

Now,  hoys,  get  busy  so  we  get  that  increase  in 
time  to  buy  our  winter  overcoats.  Try  a write- 
up for  next  month. 

Cert.  374. 

Elmira  & Cortland  Branch — 

It  is  not  often  that  we  sec  anything  in  our  noble 
journal,  The  Telegrapher,  from  this  branch,  so 
I will  try  and  write  a few  items  of  interest 

The  boys  on  this  end  seem  to  be  with  us  at 
heart,  but  a few  lack  the  proper  card.  Now,  every 
brother  just  look  after  his  next-door  neighbor  and 
in  a short  time  we  will  be  solid,  as  I am  sure 
there  is  not  a non  who  cannot  see  the  great  benefits 
of  our  Order. 

I would  like  to  say  one  word  to  the  nons,  and 
that  is  this:  As  long  as  you  are  dead  to  your 

own  interest  then  so  long  you  will  be  working 
the  long  hours  you  are  now  without  overtime,  and 
will  always  be  in  the  same  rut  you  are  at  present. 

Now,  let  every  one  work.  Each  non  can  secure 
application  blanks  from  any  member  and  can  be 
one  of  us.  The  day  is  coming  when  the  E.  & G. 
branch  will  have  overtime  or  night  men,  which  I 
am  sure  will  be  a blessing  to  all  concerned,  but 
all  must  come  through  our  Order.  So  let’s  all 
work  together. 

Cert.  1115. 


Albany  Division,  No.  78. 

Regular  meeting  held  Saturday  evening,  Septem- 
ber 17th.  Attendance  small,  enthusiasm  large. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  so  many  of 
the  brothers  who  reside  so  close  to  the  capitol  city 
find  it  so  difficult  to  attend  the  meetings,  which 
are  only  held  once  a month  on  the  third  Saturday 
evening,  8:00  p.  m.,  at  the  corner  of  South  Pearl 
and  Division  Streets. 

What’s  the  matter,  boys?  Are  you  afraid  to 
ask  for  transportation,  or  are  you  afraid  some  one 
will  hear  of  your  attending  an  O.  R.  T.  meeting? 
We  can’t  think  it  is  the  former,  and  we  hope  to 
the  Lord  it  isn’t  the  latter.  Now,  get  the  habit 
and  come;  we  need  you,  if  not  at  every  meeting. 
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why,  then,  at  every  other  meeting,  but  make  a 
little  effort  to  come.  There  are  members  who 
haven't  been  to  a meeting  in  six  months.  Don't 
think  because  you  pay  your  dues  and  carry  a 
card  that’s  all  there  is  to  it.  The  lodge  room  is 
the  place  to  hear  what  is  going  on  in  O.  R.  T. 
circles.  Important  matters  were  brought  up  at 
our  last  meeting  which  were  of  interest  to  all 
members,  but  while  we  do  not  expect  all  members 
present,  realizing  that  the  road  must  run,  yet  we 
do  not  think  that  you  are  all  working  nights. 

VVe  are  in  hopes  that  the  overtime  questions 
under  our  schedule  will  be  satisfactorily  adjusted, 
and  that  a proper  understanding  of  the  overtime 
clause  will  be  reached. 

Understand  some  of  the  boys  are  thinking  about 
their  vacations.  Don't  know  but  that  you  deserve 
it,  and  if  according  to  schedule  you  can  claim  it, 
don’t  be  afraid  to  ask. 

We  had  two  visiting  brothers  from  the  B.  & M., 
who  report  lively  meetings  at  their  division;  was 
sorry  we  couldn't  show  them  that  we  had  the 
same  complaint. 

We  understand  “V"  office  at  Exchange  Street, 
as  far  as  the  telegrapher  is  concerned,  has  been 
closed,  placing  Bro.  Wagar  on  the  extra  list 

Bro.  Rivett  relieved  Bro.  Sloat  at  “RX,”  while 
“SR"  was  on  his  vacation. 

Do  not  know  what  is  going  on  up  the  line,  as 
nothing  has  come  to  hand;  nor  from  the  A.  & S. 
Division.  I can't  do  it  all,  boys.  If  you  have 
any  item  of  interest,  send  it  to  me  that  it  may 
be  included. 

I rather  think  there  are  some  nons  on  the  R.  & 
S.  Division  that  we  should  get  after.  Now,  boys, 
don't  get  careless,  but  be  up  and  doing,  both  for 
yourself  and  Division  78. 

Diz. 


Champlain  Division — 

Bro.  Boyle  has  returned  to  his  old  trick  at  West- 
port,  after  relieving  Mr.  Whyland,  who  recently 
lost  a sister. 

Bro.  Bentley,  holding  the  owl  trick  at  Essex,  is 
enjoying  a three-weeks'  vacation,  being  relieved 
by  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  well  known  among  the  boys 
as  “Van,"  who  is  coming  into  the  folds  at  an 
early  date. 

Bro.  Keeley,  who  has  been  relieving  Bro.  Boyle 
at  Westport  nights,  has  returned  to  Crown  Point, 
relieving  Bro.-  Gleason  there,  Bro.  Gleason  being 
on  the  extra  list 

Bro.  May,  at  “WH,”  has  returned  after  a well- 
earned  vacation,  relieving  Bro.  Snow. 

We  understand  that  some  of  the  boys  who  put 
in  about  two  to  three  hours  overtime  are  not 
getting  what  is  coming  to  them,  according  to  the 
last  schedule.  We  should  look  into  this  matter, 
as  there  are  lots  of  the  boys  who  have  to  stay 
for  the  late  trains  and  other  work,  and  still  they 
are  not  allowed  any  compensation  for  their  trouble. 
Let  us  see  what  can  be  done  in  this  matter. 
Eight  hours  and  the  $75  minimum. 

Rascoe. 


Ayer,  Mass.,  Division,  No.  104. 

Although  a comparatively  new  member  of  the 
O.  R.  T.,  I yield  to  none  of  the  “old-timers" 
in  my  enthusiasm  for  the  Order  and  my  apprecia- 
tion of  what  it  has  done  for  telegraphers,  and 
confidence  in  what  it  will  do  in  future.  How  can 
any  intelligent  telegrapher  remain  a non?  Just 
think  of  it,  “twenty  new  and  revised  schedules" 
so  far  this  year,  and  more  to  come.  Don’t 
spring  that  old  chestnut,  “Can't  afford  to  join" 
again.  You  can’t  afford  to  stay  out,  boys. 

Divisions  composed  of  employes  of  different 
roads  are  all  right  at  first,  but  the  division  sys- 
tem plan  for  me  every  time.  And  by  the  way, 
where  does  Division  59  come  in?  All  Boston  & 
Maine  brothers  should  at  once  be  transferred  to 
that  division,  and  a General  Committee  composed 
of  members  from  each  section  (or  division)  of 
the  road  appointed  to  meet  say  every  three 
months,  not  always  at  the  same  place,  but  at 
different  points  on  the  system  so  that  every  brother 
could  eventually  attend  a meeting  and  let  his 
voice  be  heard.  When  not  convenient  he  could 
be  represented  by  the  number  of  the  General 
Committee  from  his  section. 

The  cutting  out  of  the  mail-bag  stunt  is  all 
right  Likewise,  the  payment  of  commission  on 
W.  U.  and  express  business,  but  I can't  advocate 
a $75  minimum  or  any  other  minimum.  The 
exigencies  of  railroad  work  require  longer  or 
shorter  hours  in  different  cases,  therefore,  I favor 
an  hourly  rate  of  pay  and  suggest  30  cents  per 
hour  as  the  proper  figure,  not  less  than  eight 
hours  for  a day’s  work.  Then  if  the  officials 
require  us  ten,  twelve  or  more  hours  per  day, 
there  will  be  some  recompense  for  long  hours. 
At  present  most  of  us  are  receiving  a “scrub- 
woman’s" pay,  about  15  cents  per  hour. 

Is  30  cents  too  much  to  ask  for  our  services? 

Come  on,  boys,  get  in  line. 

Hopefully  yours, 

Cert.  27. 


Oiean  Division,  No.  135. 

Our  regular  division  correspondent  has  again 
requested  me  to  write  up  the  news  for  the 
journal,  as  he  has  so  much  work  at  “F"  that  he 
is  unable  to  find  time  to  write  this  month,  but 
promises  to  attend  meetings  hereafter  and  will 
not  trouhle  me  again. 

Our  regular  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  our 
worthy  chairman,  Bro.  McCarton,  on  August  15th, 
and,  am  sorry  to  say,  we  had  a very  poor  at- 
tendance, only  eight  members  present.  It  seems 
as  if  some  of  the  boys  might  arrange  to  attend 
the  meetings  a little  more  regular.  Some  of 
the  day  men  can  get  relieved  in  time  to  go  on 
106  if  they  would  only  try,  and  in  this  way 
show  a little  more  interest  in  the  Order.  The 
brothers  from  the  South  end  should  try  and  come 
some  way  or  other,  even  if  they  have  to  come  on 
some  freight  train. 

Bro.  Spencer  has  returned  to  duty  after  a long 
vacation  through  the  South. 
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Bro.  Foster  goes  to  Cadiz,  days.  Bro.  Smith 
resigned,  we  understand,  to  accept  a position  as 
mail  carrier.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  “DS,”  but  ex- 
pect you  back  in  a few  months. 

Mr.  Mulver  is  doing  the  “owl  act”  at  Machias; 
Bro.  Cash  man  has  taken  the  day  trick.  Get  after 
that  man,  “DF,”  and  bring  him  into  the  fold. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Stevens  takes  Ischua,  nights. 

Bro.  Coburn  has  resigned  at  Arcade  to  accept 
a position  in  the  bank. 

Bro.  Tarbox  goes  to  “GD,”  nights.  Mr.  Sea- 
man, who  says  the  Order  has  done  nothing  for 
him  and  that  the  relief  day  is  only  a detriment 
to  him,  goes  to  Mt  Morris,  days.  Mr.  Clary 
relieves  him  at  Fillmore. 

Mr.  Bowen,  “FX,”  gets  Hinsdale,  nights. 

Bro.  Lawton,  relief  operator,  let  Mr.  Wilkins 
and  Boyle  at  N.  B.  Tower  off  the  20th  and  21st. 
These  gentlemen  don’t  seem  to  see  their  way 
clear  to  join  our  ranks,  but  take  their  day  just 
the  same. 

Bros.  Wilcox  and  Armfield,  at  Titusville,  are 
rushed  with  excursion  business  these  days. 

Bro.  Smith  finds  it  kind  of  lonesome  at  Hyde- 
town  since  the  quack  shop  there  burned  down. 

Bro.  Palmer  just  returned  from  his  vacation. 
Hope  you  enjoyed  yourself,  brother. 

Bro.  Atherton,  at  Centerville,  and  Bro.  Webster 
at  Clymer,  arc  planning  to  spend  their  ten  days’ 
vacations  at  the  Fair.  Going  to  try  and  spend 
their’  surplus. 

Bro.  Bly,  at  Sherman,  attended  the  agents  meet 
ing  at  Mayville  the  6th.  I understand  this  meet- 
ing is  to  be  a regular  thing  every  two  months. 

Bros.  Anderson  and  Roach,  at  Mayville,  have 
their  hands  full  these  days  account  of  excursions 
to  Chautauqua  Lake. 

Bro.  Maloney,  at  Dunkirk,  was  off  on  a vaca- 
tion. Hope  you  had  a swell  time,  brother. 

Bro.  Diem,  at  Irving,  spent  his  vacation  out 
West 

Bro.  Strobe,  at  Derby,  is  back  after  having  his 
ten-day  vacation. 

Bro.  McCurdy,  at  Lake  View,  who  had  quite  a 
spell  of  sickness,  is  back  to  work  again.  Glad 
to  have  you  with  us  again,  old  man. 

Bro.  Payne,  at  Blasdell,  left  for  St.  Louis 

the  25th  to  take  in  the  Fair.  He  will  be  joined 
there  by  his  wife,  who  has  been  visiting  at  her 
home  in  Kansas. 

Bro.  Dean,  who  has  been  working  at  “K” 

office,  left  us  the  first  of  the  month  going  to  work 
for  the  National  Transit  Co.  We  are  all  sorry 
to  see  you  leave  us,  old  man,  but  we  are  glad 
to  see  you  better  yourself,  and  you  have  our  best 
wishes. 

Bro.  Roffee  will  take  Bro.  Dean’s  trick,  and 

Bro.  Cleavor  will  have  Bro.  Roffee’s  trick. 

We  still  have  a few  nons  on  the  B.  & A.  V. 
Division,  but  it  seems  to  me  if  we  would  all 
do  our  part  we  might  bring  them  or  most  of 

them  into  the  fold.  Some  of  the  boys  pay  their 
dues  and  leave  the  rest  of  the  work  for  some  one 
else  to  do. 

Business  is  not  so  rushing  here  as  it  has  been, 
or  as  it  undoubtedly  will  be  later,  and  if  the 


boys  will  only  keep  up  their  dues  and  bring 
in  all  the  nons,  so  as  to  make  the  B.  & A.  V. 
Division  as  near  100  per  cent  O.  R.  T.  as  possible, 
when  business  does  pick  up,  we  can  present  our 
demands  and  without  a doubt  they  will  be  granted. 

Cert.  41. 


C.,  M.  & St.  P.  Railway. 

Third  District — 


I have  neglected  to  write  up  this  portion  of 
the  system  for  some  time,  account  other  duties 
being  heavy,  and  have  not  been  furnished  with 
the  news  items;  but  from  now  on  will  try  to 
keep  a few  notes  in  The  Telegrapher  from  this 
portion  of  the  system,  as  I am  assisted  by  two 
good,  strong  assistants,  Bro.  F.  J.  Alleman,  Liber- 
tyville.  111.,  and  Bro.  W.  G.  Smith,  Oakwood, 
Wis.,  together  with  assistance  of  Bro.  W.  G. 
Murbach,  local  chairman  of  the  Chicago  Terminals. 
Any  changes  or  news  given  to  any  of  these 
brothers  will  eventually  find  its  way  into  these 
columns,  and  will  be  heartily  appreciated. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Hutchings,  agent  at  Lake,  we  are 
pleased  to  state,  is  again  back  at  work.  His 
health  has  been  very  poor  during  the  summer 
and  he  spent  two  months  among  the  pines  in  the 
northern  part  of  Wisconsin  during  the  hot 
weather,  where  it  is  reported  he  has  fully  regained 
his  health.  It  is  also  reported  that  he  has  built 
quite  an  addition  to  his  neat  little  residence. 
Hope  that  you  will  not  be  compelled  to  spend 
another  summer  as  the  past  one,  Bro.  H. 

Bro.  W.  G.  Smith,  assistant  local  chairman, 
agent  at  Oakwood,  is  away  on  a vacation,  it  being 
just  ten  years  since  Bro.  Smith  became  a benedict 
and  had  to  have  a celebration  of  some  kind  for 
the  tenth  anniversary.  Wishing  you  a pleasant 
trip,  and  hoping  that  you  and  your  little  frau, 
Mrs.  S.,  will  enjoy  many  more  anniversaries. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Ricker,  whose  home  address  is 
Palmyra,  Wis.,  after  a illness  of  about  eight 
months,  we  are  pleased  to  say,  is  again  with  us, 
at  present  working  nights  at  Oakwood. 

Bro.  R.  J.  Goodney,  the  old  reliable,  is  again 
doing  a little  relief  agency  work.  Although  not 
particularly  fond  of  this  kind  of  work,  it  seems 
that  Bro.  R.  J.  can  hardly  refuse  when  called 
upon  to  relieve  some  agent.  When  not  out  as 
relief  agent,  you  can  find  him  at  Oakwood  nights, 
and  remember  you  will  find  him  awake  watching 
for  the  train  reports. 

Bro.  G.  L.  Smith,  agent  at  Caledonia,  who  is 
also  postmaster  at  that  point,  keeps  things  on  a 
steady  move.  He  has  also  done  a little  remodel- 
ing on  his  cozy  little  residence,  prohably  pre 
paring  for  wdnter. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Wynhoff,  night  telegrapher  at  Cale- 
donia, watches  the  markers  at  nights  and  shoves 
the  train  reports  in  swift.  Talking  about  swift 
reminds  me  of  a swift  ride  he  was  taking  on 
his  bicycle  a short  time  ago.  To  make  a long 
story  short,  he  w'as  doing  his  best,  struck  a buggy 
without  a headlight;  it  was  a head-on  collision 
Ask  Bro.  J.  about  the  rest. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Bush,  agent  at  Frankville,  is  doing 
considerable  shipping  from  that  point  at  present. 
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and  also  is  doing  quite  a stroke  of  business  in 
the  line  of  fire  insurance.  He  also  holds  the 
office  of  clerk  for  the  Franks ville  Camp  of  Modern 
Woodmen.  Bro.  Bush  is  certainly  a very  busy 
man  and  a hard  worker.  It  would  do  you  good 
to  take  a look  at  the  neat  appearance  of  his  hooks 
and  reports  he  handles  for  the  railroad  company. 

Bro.  P.  G.  Miller,  night  telegrapher  at  Franks- 
ville,  enjoyed  a two  weeks’  vacation  in  September. 
Although  unable  to  say  where  his  vacation  was 
spent,  we  are  positive  that  time  did  not  hang 
heavy  on  Bro.  Miller  or  those  with  whom  he 
mingled. 

Bro.  N.  E.  Thompson,  agent  at  Somers,  who, 
by  the  way,  heads  the  seniority  list  in  the  third 
district  with  thirty  years’  service,  is  again  after 
cabbage  cars.  I think  that  Bro.  Tom  is  the 
heaviest  cabbage  shipper  on  the  pike.  He  also 
holds  the  position  as  postmaster  at  Somers.  You 
will  find  him  quite  a genial  fellow. 

Bro.  J.  G.  Mitchell,  night  telegrapher  at  Somers, 
off  and  on  for  the  past  fifteen  years  is  making 
what  looks  to  be  a successful  attempt  for  the 
Republican  nomination  for  Register  of  Deeds  in 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.  Bro.  M.,  here’s  hoping 
you  get  there  without  a struggle,  or  at  least  get 
there  if  it  should  take  a little  struggling.  I’d 
give  you  a lift  if  I could;  but  of  course  there 
are  others  that  will  attend  to  that. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Beland,  regular  agent  at  Truesdell, 
had  a few  days’  vacation  during  the  past  month. 
Although  relief  men  are  very  scarce,  Joe  manages 
to  get  away  occasionally,  and  of  course  its  another 
real  estate  deal. 

Bro.  H.  V.  Carpenter,  regular  owl  at  Truesdell, 
is  at  present  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  enjoying  a 
well-earned  vacation.  Hope  you  are  having  a high 
old  time,  H.  V. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Fraser  is  doing  all  the  necessary 
blocking  at  Truesdell  nights  during  Bro.  ' Car- 
penter’s absence,  and  am  not  positive  that  it  is 
written  in  the  books,  but  have  often  heard  it  said 
that  never  yet  was  Bro.  Frazer  caught  asleep 
at  the  switch,  nor  never  lost  a key  to  a flat  car 
door. 

Bro.  G.  P.  McNamara, — it’s  hard  to  say  where 
“Mack”  is  from;  think  he  has  worked  at  about 
every  station  on  this  and  several  other  divisions 
from  three  to  six  times — has  been  appointed  agent 
at  Russell,  111.  Bro.  Mack  is  certainly  an  all- 
around  good  fellow,  and  his  considerable  experi- 
ence has  left  him  in  a position  to  handle  anything. 
The  city  of  Russell  is  the  home  of  Mack’s  boy- 
hood days,  and  some  day,  I think  in  the  near 
future,  possibly,  there  will  be  a Mrs.  M — . How 
about  it,  George? 

Bro.  James  Faulke,  who  worked  a few  days  at 
Russell,  has  resumed  his  duties  as  agent  and 
towerman  at  Bardwell. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Porter,  day  towerman,  and  Bro.  W. 
S.  Redding,  nights  at  Ranney,  keep  an  eagle  eye 
on  the  C.  & N.-W.  and  the  C.  M.  & St.  P.  at 
all  times;  both  wide-awake  brothers. 

Bro.  Willis  W.  Appleyard,  agent  at  Gurnee,  111., 
has  been  enjoying  a two  weeks’  vacation,  Bro.  R. 


J.  Goodney  acting  as  relief  agent.  Bro.  and  Mrs. 
Appleyard  attended  the  World’s  Fair  at  St.  Louis. 
Although  the  crowds  were  rather  large  they  en- 
joyed the  sights.  They  also  visited  relatives  and 
friends  in  Racine,  Chicago  and  other  cities. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Worth,  former  agent  at  Russell,  111., 
resigned  at  Russell  and  is  now  regular  day  tower- 
man at  Rondout  Tower;  Bro.  C.  E.  Larson,  for- 
merly relief  agent,  now  working  the  third  trick 
at  Rondout  Tower. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Wynhoff,  formerly  agent  at  Armsby, 
resigned  his  position  there  and  is  now  working 
second  trick  at  Rondout  Tower.  These  brothers 
work  eight-hour  tricks  (thanks  to  the  O.  R.  T.), 
but  remember  these  eight  hours  are  not  a con- 
tinual round  of  pleasure;  there  are  plenty  of 
levers  to  throw  and  wire  work  galore,  still,  as 
these  brothers  are  all  there  with  right  quality  of 
goods,  they  handle  the  biz  with  ease.  Rondout 
is  a pretty  stiff  old  joint  just  the  same. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Corcoran,  agent  at  Everitt,  111.,  has 
returned  from  a month's  wedding  trip  to  St. 
Paul  and  northern  lakes  on  September  ist,  and 
is  now  at  his  old  position,  Bro.  G.  P.  McNamara 
relieving  him.  We  expect  to  hear  that  Bro.  F.  J. 
Corcoran,  owl  at  Everitt,  will  be  the  next  on 
docket. 

Bro.  Chas.  Selig,  agent  at  Deerfield,  111.,  and 
night  telegrapher  Bro.  Kreh,  have  a nice  new 
station  to  work  in  that  is  called  a swell  joint. 
Wish  more  of  us  could  boast  of  this.  Bro.  W.  J. 
Kreh,  regular  night  man,  is  away  on  a vacation; 
he  left  for  Concord,  Mich.,  to  visit  his  old  home 
and  mother.  Bro.  Fish  is  holding  down  the  posi- 
tion while  Bro.  Kreh  is  enjoying  his  vacation. 

Bro.  G.  E.  Miller  is  now  holding  down  the 
position  at  Union  Street  freight  office,  Chicago. 
When  are  you  going  back  to  Lake,  George? 

Bro.  James  Blair  is  now  working  as  assistant 
agent  at  Union  Street  freight  office,  Chicago. 

Bro.  P.  B.  Pinney  has  been  transferred  from 
Lincoln  Ave.  Tower  to  Armsby. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Alleman,  agent  at  Libertyville,  111., 
also  assistant  local  chairman,  is  a very  busy  man 
these  days,  account  the  Fair  and  racing,  which 
makes  the  express  and  passenger  business  very 
heavy.  Bro.  Alleman  is  true  blue. 

Bro.  B.  J.  Simon  is  working  as  agent  at  South 
Evanston  temporarily.  Bro.  Simon  is  regularly 
employed  as  day  telegrapher  at  Libertyville. 

Bro.  E.  D.  Kennedy  is  working  at  Belmont  Ave. 
Tower  at  the  present  time.  Think  that  it  will 
be  regular,  as  the  regular  man,  Bro.  Chadwick, 
is  unable  to  resume  work  account  his  health,  which 
is  very  poor. 

Business  in  general  is  very  good  at  this  writing 
in  this  territory,  with  all  extra  men  steadily 
employed,  and  appearances  look  like  it  will  keep 
up  for  some  time. 

Let  all  the  bi  others  work  with  a will  and  look 
out  for  all  nons  and  members  coming  on  to  this 
line  from  other  roads  and  holding  cards  in  other 
divisions  than  our  own.  See  that  their  cards  are 
turned  in  for  transferring. 

Local  Chairman. 
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R.  S’  S.  W . and  C.  & C.  B.  Division — 

There  has  been  a few  changes  on  the  R.  & 

S.  W.  Division  during  the  past  few  months. 

Mr.  Telfer,  formerly  agent  at  Shannon,  is  now 

freight  agent  at  Beloit  vice  Mr.  Croft  deceased. 
Bro.  Miller,  from  Lyons,  is  now  agent  at  Shannon. 

Bro.  Wicke,  formerly  nights  at  Freeport,  is  now 
agent  at  Shirland.  Bro.  Prall,  from  I.  C.,  is 
night  telegrapher  at  Freeport.  Bro.  Prall,  try 
and  see  if  you  cannot  get  day  man,  Sweeny,  to 
come  in  with  us.  I know  he  is  a hard  nut  to 
crack,  but  surely  there  is  some  one  who  can  crack 
him.  Try  and  see. 

Latham  Park,  on  Rockton- Rockford  line,  has 
been  closed,  and  Mr.  Orth  has  been  transferred 
to  day  job  at  Ebner,  Bro.  Shear  being  put  on 
night  job.  “IC,”  try  and  get  Orth  into  the 
O.  R.  T.  Think  he  will  join  if  you  go  after  him 
right.  You  can  give  him  a good  talk,  anyway. 

I take  pleasure  in  announcing,  though  a little 
late  in  the  season,  for  it  has  been  kept  quiet  until 
now,  the  marriage  of  Bro.  O.  P.  Davis,  nights  at 
Moline,  to  Miss  Grace  Newell,  of  Lena,  111.  The 
happy  couple  were  married  in  Chicago  some  time 
last  January,  and  have  succeeded  in  keeping  it 
quiet  until  a month  ago.  They  have  the  con- 
gratulations and  best  wishes  of  old  Division  46. 

Davis  and  Kansasville  night  offices  have  been 
closed  on  account  of  the  poor  business.  I hope 
to  see  them  opened  up  again,  but  it  is  hard  telling 
where  the  men  will  come  from,  as  telegraphers 
are  scarce  just  now  and  I hope  to  see  them 
more  so. 

There  is  nothing  doing  on  the  C.  & S.  B.  111. 
Division,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Entmyre, 
nights,  at  Adeline,  who  is  taking  a ten-day  vaca- 
tion. He  is  one  of  the  very  few  nons  on  this 
division. 

Boys,  how  many  of  you  have  read  the  article 
in  July  Telegrapher  on  Hourly  Pay,  signed  Wan- 
derer, and  what  do  you  think  of  it?  I think  it 
is  all  right  and  each  and  every  one  of  us  ought 
to  write  to  Bro.  Quick,  asking  him  to  push  the 
matter  along.  I have  written  to  quite  a few 
brothers  personally,  and  the  most  of  them  are  in 
favor  of  it  and  will  stick  by  it,  walking  out  of 
the  office  if  necessary  in  order  to  get  married  men 
as  well  as  single  men.  If  all  Order  men  from  all 
over  the  United  States  would  do  the  same,  there 
is  no  danger  of  our  not  getting  it.  The  engineers, 
firemen,  conductors  and  brakemen  are  paid  by  the 
mile  and  we  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  hour.  We 
owe  it  to  our  families  and  dear  ones,  and  should 
make  a giand  and  concerted  effort  in  order  to  get 
it.  Let  us  all  be  up  and  doing,  instead  of  sitting 
still  and  saying,  “Yes,  it  is  good  and  we  are  en- 
titled to  it,”  but  not  making  a move  toward  getting 
it.  Let  all  on  the  whole  C.  M.  & St.  P.  system 
write  to  Bro.  Quick  and  ask  him  to  have  our 
General  Committee  present  a demand  for  not  less 
than  $2.50  per  day,  hourly  pay  plan,  and  where 
there  are  any  offices  where  there  is  more  work 
than  in  others,  let  them  be  paid  accordingly,  but 
no  office  to  pay  less  than  $2.50  per  day  and  not 
mWre  than  twelve  hbltrs'  work. 


I think  it  would  be  better  if  the  General  Com- 
mittee for  all  roads  would  make  the  demand  at 
the  same  time,  for  by  so  doing  we  are  sure  of 
winning  out.  There  is  hardly  a man  on  the  R. 
& S.  W.  & C.  & S.  B.  111.  Divisions  but  would 
walk  out  if  requested  to  do  so,  and  the  few  that 
would  refuse  to  do  so  are  nons  and  do  not  amount 
to  much. 

I have  written  enough  for  this  time,  although 
I could  write  more;  so  will  cut  out,  hoping  that 
by  the  time  the  grass  is  green  next  year  we  will 
all  be  getting  our  $2.50  hourly  pay. 

Div.  Cos. 


La  Crosse  Division — 

Some  few  changes  made  of  late,  some  of  the 
brothers  having  went  over  to  the  Omaha  Ry., 
which,  we  understand,  have  opened  up  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  forty  to  fifty  new  positions. 
Any  brothers  seeking  employment  am  positive  can 
find  ready  work  on  this  system. 

At  Rio,  Bro.  N.  H.  Pratt  has  accepted  agency, 
Bro.  Jim  Williams  and  Bro.  Dunlap  having  found 
a better  field.  They  have  the  best  of  wishes  from 
all  for  a fine  success. 

At  North  La  Crosse,  Bro.  Searle  absent,  Bro. 
Magoon  being  elected. 

At  “CN,“  La  Crosse  yard  office,  being  reopened, 
we  find  Bro.  C.  W.  Peters  hustling  and  doing  a 
land  office  business. 

East  Rio  being  reopened  for  rush  of  business, 
R.  C.  Cull  for  night  man.  No  day  man. 

West  Allis,  Bro.  Manskey  having  resigned,  still 
on  bulletin  board;  no  bids  up  to  this  date. 

Columbus,  nights,  Bro.  Vankanel  on  vacation, 
relieved  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Tracy.  Our  old-timer,  O. 
R.  Behl,  at  the  desk  days,  busy  as  a peanut 
merchant.  Understand  John  is  figuring  on  a hunt- 
ing trip;  it  may  be  deer  and  no  doubt  dears. 

Div.  Cot. 

Prairie  du  Chien  Division — 

By  the  time  this  issue  comes  out  operator 
Schoonover  will  have  become  a brother  member. 
This,  with  one  other  in  sight,  will  make  us  solid, 
excepting  the  old  stagers. 

Bro.  Howard,  of  Blue  River,  is  now  at  Rich- 
land Center.  Bro.  Howe,  of  Bird's  Creek,  is  at 
Edgerton  nights,  with  Bro.  Brockway,  days. 

Bro.  Robinson,  at  Prairie  du  Chien  nights,  had 
some  trouble  in  getting  his  rights  recognized,  but 
was  finally  given  what  he  went  after.  The  Order 
seems  to  be  somewhat  of  a factor  now-a-days. 

The  Santa  Fe  Trail  is  certainly  having  its 
troubles.  The  latest  on  them  is  the  “episode  of 
the  folders.’’ 

Some  one  in  this  State  could  not  use  the  Santa 
Fe  folders  sent  to  his  office,  so  not  wishing  to 
waste  them,  he  cut  out  the  address  of  his  office 
on  cover  of  package,  and  addressed  the  whole 
works  to  the  general  passenger  agent  of  that  line 
C.  O.  D.  The  Santa  Fe  paid  the  freight  and  now 
they  are  looking  for  the  joker,  but  up  to  this  date 
have  not  found  him. 

Div.  Cor. 
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Four  times  since  January  ist  has  Division  No. 
34  been  visited  by  the  hand  of  death,  the  last 
being  Bro.  Geo.  Wchb,  West  Shore  agent  at 
Churchville,  N.  Y.t  who  died  August  30th.  His 
death,  coming  so  entirely  unexpected  as  it  did, 
was  a severe  shock  to  the  community,  as  well  as 
to  his  associates  along  the  road.  Bro.  Webb  had 
been  transacting  some  business  over  the  telephone, 
and  upon  completing  his  business  remarked  to  a 
friend  who  stood  near  that  he  felt  faint,  sank  to 
the  floor  and  expired  almost  immediately. 

Bro.  Webb  was  very  prominent,  both  socially 
and  fraternally,  being  associated  with  the  F.  & 
A.  M.,  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  The  Order  Railroad 
Telegraphers,  Division  34.  The  funeral,  which 
was  held  at  his  late  home  at  Churchville,  N.  Y., 
on  September  2d,  was  largely  attended  by  friends 
and  neighbors,  each  of  the  fraternal  societies  of 
which  he  was  a member  attending  in  a body,  the 
F.  & A.  M.  having  charge  of  the  services  at  the 
grave,  Bro.  S.  J.  Egelston,  Chief  Tel.  of  Division 
34,  conducting  the  service.  The  high  esteem  in 
which  Bro.  Webb  was  held  by  all  was  manifest 
in  the  large  number  of  floral  offerings,  among 
them  being  elegant  pieces  from  each  of  the  fra- 
ternal societies  with  which  he  was  connected. 

In  the  death  of  Bro.  Webb,  Churchville  loses  a 
respected  citizen,  the  family  a loving  husband  and 
father,  and  the  fraternal  bodies  an  honored  mem- 
ber. The  sympathy  of  Division  34  is  extended 
to  the  bereaved  family. 

Brothers,  we  should  let  this  be  an  object  lesson 
to  us.  To  be  held  in  high  esteem  by  our  em- 
ployers, to  be  looked  up  to  with  respect  and 
affection  by  our  associates  as  was  Bro.  Webb, 
should  be  the  desire  of  each  one  of  us,  and  can 
be  obtained  only  by  excellency  of  service  and 
honest  and  upright  dealings  with  our  fellowmen. 

Before  this  appears  in  print  the  General  Com- 
mittee will,  in  all  probability,  have  been  in  con- 
ference with  the  officials  at  New  York,  the  result 
of  said  conference,  we  tru9t,  being  satisfactory  to 
all.  Much  remains  to  be  done  before  our  wages, 
working  conditions,  etc.,  are  what  they  should  be, 
but,  brothers,  remember  that  “Rome  was  not  built 
in  a day.”  Therefore,  we  should  use  all  patience 
and  assist  in  making  our  organization  solid,  both 
financially  and  in  point  of  membership,  so  as  to 
give  our  committee  the  proper  and  necessary 
backing. 

A large  number  of  our  members  seem  to  have 
gained  the  impression  that  the  change  to  a system 
division  has  already  been  made,  and  that  no  local 
division  meetings  are  being  held.  This  is  a mis- 
take, brothers,  as  Division  34  continues  to  hold 
meetings  twice  each  month,  and  will  do  so  until 
all  the  members  are  notified  of  the  change  to  a 
system  division.  So  come  out  to  the  meetings, 
boys,  and  let  us  endeavor  to  make  them  pleasant 
and  profitable  to  all.  It  is  indeed  discouraging 
to  the  few  who  do  come  out  to  have  a whole  lot 
of  empty  chairs  to  gaze  at.  In  spite  of  the  small 
attendance  at  the  last  few  meetings,  we  have  had 
good,  interesting  meetings,  and  those  who  did 
come  felt  well  repaid. 


While  a considerable  number  of  the  members 
of  Division  34  were  opposed  to  the  proposition 
of  changing  to  a system  division,  we  should  not 
let  that  affect  our  interest  in  the  organization. 
Remember  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  members 
that  furnishes  the  life  of  the  Order,  and  if  we 
wish  to  make  the  Order  on  the  N.  Y.  C.  a 
success,  each  and  every  member  must  be  active 
in  helping  the  good  work  along.  We  might  com- 
pare the  Order  to  an  immense  wheel  with  in- 
numerable spokes,  each  membef  representing  a 
spoke.  If  we  wish  to  make  the  wheel  so  strong 
that  it  will  not  break,  bend  or  wear  out,  it  is  up 
to  each  member  to  see  that  his  or  her  particular 
portion  of  the  wheel  is  of  such  good  staunch 
O.  R.  T.  material  that  all  the  influence  which 
may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it  will  not  affect  it. 

Those  who  were  present  at  our  evening  in 
August  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  box  of  excellent 
cigars  furnished  by  Bro.  Hancock,  who  has  lately 
taken  unto  himself  a wife.  A vote  of  thanks 
was  extended  to  Bro.  Ed  for  the  cigars,  and  all 
joined  in  hearty  congratulations,  wishing  the  bride 
and  groom  a long  and  happy  married  life. 

It  was  with  extreme  pleasure  that  we  learned 
that  our  genial  and  popular  Second  Vice-President, 
Bro.  T.  M.  Pierson,  would  be  with  us  at  our  even- 
ing meeting,  September  22d,  and  by  a little  hust- 
ling on  the  part  of  the  boys  we  had  a goodly 
attendance  at  the  meeting,  as  the  boys  of  Division 
34  are  always  pleased  to  meet  Bro.  Tom.  As 
usual,  he  gave  us  one  of  his  talks,  which  could 
not  help  but  fire  the  boys  with  new  enthusiasm, 
something  which  we  all  need  occasionally  to  wake 
us  up  and  get  us  out  of  the  ruts.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  every  member  of  the  division  could 
not  have  been  present  to  have  enjoyed  Bro.  Pier- 
son’s talk. 

We  notice  several  changes  among  the  block 

station  men  in  this  vicinity.  Bro.  Ryan  from 

ist  trick  at  B.  S.  “31”  to  ist  trick  at  B.  S.  “29,” 
in  place  of  Bro.  Donogher,  who  is  now  working 
ist  trick  at  Tower  “B,”  Buffalo.  Bro.  Martin, 
from  3d  trick  to  ist  at  B.  S.  “31;”  Bro.  Howell 
from  B.  S.  “29^”  to  3d  trick  at  B.  S.  “31;” 
Bro.  Stoffel,  from  3d  trick  at  B.  S.  “28”  to  day 
trick  at  B.  S.  “29#;”  Bro.  Ratigan,  from  B.  S. 
“33”  to  3d  trick  at  B.  S.  “28;”  Bro.  Perry,  from 
B.  S.  “38”  to  B.  S.  “33;”  Bro.  L.  Ratigan, 

extra,  to  B.  S.  “22”  regular,  in  place  of  Bro. 

Hoyt,  resigned. 

Bro.  Smith,  of  B.  S.  “30,”  B.  R.  & P.  Jet., 
has  been  enjoying  a vacation  at  his  former  home 
in  Chicago,  111.  Bro.  Martin,  of  B.  S.  “31,”  also 
away  on  vacation  in  New  York. 

F.  B.  H. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


Whereas,  Almighty  God,  the  Grand  Chief  of 
the  Universe,  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has  removed 
from  Division  No.  34  our  most  worthy  friend 
and  brother,  George  W.  Webb;  and 


Whereas,  We  realize  that  in  his  death  we  have 
lost  a consistent  and  aggressive  supporter  of  our 
cause,  and  a brother,  who,  from  self-conceived 
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principles  of  justice,  truth  and  right,  came  to  us 
unsolicited,  without  hope  or  immediate  prospect 
of  gain  or^aggrandizement,  and  upheld  the  dignity 
of  our  Order  and  profession  upon  all  lawful 
occasions;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  Rochester  Division,  No.  34, 
of  The  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  in  man- 
ifestation of  high  esteem  for  our  departed  brother, 
drape  our  charter  for  a period  of  sixty  days  with 
pure  white,  as  emblematical  of  his  personal  in- 
tegrity and  uprightness  in  business,  social,  fra- 
ternal and  religious  intercourse;  and  be  it  also 
Resolved,  That  we  sympathize  most  profoundly 
with  the  bereaved  family,  and  commend  them  to 
the  Good  Shepherd,  who  doeth  all  things  well, 
praying  that  He  will  be  very  near  to  them  in  this 
their  irreparable  loss;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon 
our  minutes  and  published  in  The  Telegrapher; 
and  be  it  still  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  be  personally  delivered 
to  the  bereaved  family  by  our  Chief  Telegrapher. 

S.  J.  Egelston, 

B.  F.  Bush, 

W.  L.  Ratigan, 

Committee. 


North  Adams  Division,  No.  139. 

NOTICE. 

The  local  chairmen  from  various  divisions  were 
called  to  Boston  August  25,  to  elect  General 
Chairmau  and  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  2:30  p.  m.  by 
T.  M.  Pierson,  Vice-President,  at  the  Quincy. 
J.  D.  Bade,  Chelsea,  Mass.,  was  elected  General 
Chairman,  and  C.  K.  Potter,  Hoosac,  N.  Y.,  was 
elected  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

We  were  instructed  by  Bro.  Pierson  how  to 
handle  the  work  of  local  chairmen.  Each  and 
every  chairman  stated  the  standing  of  his  division. 
Meeting  was  closed  5:00  p.  m. 

Brothers  continue  to  keep  in  the  Order  as  you 
have  for  the  past.  Come  out  to  the  meetings 
and  visit  with  your  brothers.  We  enjoy  the  meet- 
ings. Every  one  has  a glad  hand  and  a good 
lot  of  fag. 

C.  K.  Potter, 

Gen.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


Arc  our  ranks  becoming  stronger?  Well,  some! 
Haven't  you  heard  about  the  arrival  of  a bouncing 
boy  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Simson  of  “D”  on  the 
2 1 st  of  August?  If  not,  you  may  rest  assured 
that  such  is  the  case  and  that  if  he  has  any  of 
daddy’s  traits,  he  will  certainly  be  a great  ad- 
dition to  our  Order.  By  the  way,  do  we  smoke 
to  its  future  welfare?  What  say,  Percy? 

I am  ashamed  of  the  small  amount  of  interest 
displayed  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  two 
divisions  of  our  Order  on  the  Fitchburg  Division. 
Anyone  would  think  by  the  way  they  talk  when 
peacefully  located  in  their  respective  offices  that 
they  were  regular  attendants  at  the  monthly  meet- 
ings, and  that  they  were  the  whole  life  of  the 


Order;  but,  alas,  they  are,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  men  who  do  not  know  where  to  find  the 
division  rooms  were  they  to  find  themselves  in  the 
place  where  it  is  located.  Is  there  any  plausible 
excuse  for  this?  I cannot  see  how  there  can  be. 
Of  course,  we  will  have  to  admit  that  it  is  a 
hard  matter  to  get  passes  enough  to  warrant  our 
being  regular  attendants,  yet  there  is  no  just 
reason  wrhy  we  cannot  give  up  some  of  our  pleas- 
ures for  once  and  get  to  at  least  one  meeting, 
if  for  nothing  more  than  to  inform  the  rest  of 
the  members  that  you  are  still  living  and  do  think 
of  the  Order. 

Owing  to  the  smallpox  scare  in  No.  Adams, 
we  were  unable  to  hold  any  meeting  there  this 
month,  but  hope  to  have  just  so  much  more  energy 
to  contribute  to  the  next  meeting  and  in  this  way 
overcome  what  we  missed  in  September. 

Bro.  C.  S.  Stone  is  now  holding  forth  at  No. 
Dana  on  the  B.  & A.  Charles,  why  do  you  do 
so?  We  miss  your  presence  here  in  more  ways 
than  one. 

Say,  boys,  what  kind  of  a show  do  you  think 
Bro.  Wilson  stands  in  the  Globe  contest?  I hope 
he  will  capture  a good  prize. 

I am  informed  from  a reliable  source  that  a 
few  of  our  members  are  still  in  arrears  with  their 
dues.  Now,  each  one  knows  whether  this  strikes 
him  personally  or  not,  therefore,  would  advise 
that  the  delinquent  ones  place  themselves  in  good 
standing  at  once,  thus  avoiding  the  disgrace  of 
having  your  names  published  as  being  on  the 
unfair  list.  Boys,  why  can’t  you  attend  to  this 
small  matter?  It  is  only  a very  small  amount 
that  we  are  obliged  to  pay  as  compared  with  the 
other  Orders  of  similar  nature.  Take  for  com- 
parison any  one  of  our  sister  organizations  and 
you  will  readily  see  that  the  cost  is  less  for  one 
year  in  the  O.  R.  T.  than  the  dues  for  three 
months  in  any  one  of  them,  and  to  be  candid,  a 
man  that  cannot  or  will  not  pay  this  small  amount 
is  more  of  a hindrance  to  the  Order  than  a help , 
yet  willingly  grasps  that  which  the  Order  has 
gained  by  hard  work  and  considerable  expanse. 
Enough  has  been  said  along  this  line,  but  in 
closing  will  add  that  nons  and  backsliders,  when 
in  trouble,  will  receive  no  assistance  whatever 
from  the  Order,  nor  will  they  be  admitted  to 
membership  in  our  Order. 

Dame  Rumor  says  that  there  is  to  be  a great 
increase  in  the  freight  business.  Has  any  one 
heard  of  any  increase  in  wages  for  us  that  have 
to  take  care  of  the  proper  movement  of  this  busi- 
ness? I dare  say  that  as  yet  not  a soul  has  heard 
a word  regarding  the  latter,  although  the  majority 
of  us  would  be  pleased  to  receive  such  welcome 
news.  Brothers,  there  is  a way  to  cause  this 
thing  to  happen  in  the  near  future,  and  I am  sure 
that  you  all  know  what  this  way  is  if  you  will 
only  endeavor  to  exert  yourselves  toward  hastening 
the  time.  Line  up,  brothers,  and  stay  lined  up. 

What  arc  you  doing  toward  the  uplifting  and 
advancement  of  our  noble  Order?  Brothers,  do 
reach  out  and  see  if  you  are  still  on  this  earth, 
and  if  such  proves  to  be  a fact,  see  what  kind 
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of  an  endeavor  you  can  put  forth  toward  attending 
the  next  meeting. 

Each  and  every  member  should  be  able  to  con- 
tribute an  item  or  two  of  interest  toward  making 
our  monthly  write-up,  and  if  such  a thing  would 
be  put  in  practice  it  would  be  the  means  of 
getting  more  than  one  non  to  commence  making 
inquiries  regarding  application  blanks.  Let’s  try 
it,  brothers,  for  we  will  get  considerable  news 
in  this  way  if  nothing  more. 

We  hear  that  Bro.  Porter  has  been  doing  spare 
work  on  one  or  two  occasions  where  the  agents 
were  obliged  to  be  away.  How  do  you  like  it, 
“KO?” 

Those  looking  for  information  will  find  that 
the  division  room  is  the  place  where  it  is  dis- 
tributed freely. 

This  being  the  first  news  (poor  though  it  is) 
from  the  Eastern  part,  I think  it  is  advisable  to 
retire  at  this  point,  for  fear  some  of  the  members 
are  in  danger  of  a sudden  attack  of  heart  failure, 
or  something  of  that  nature. 

Ceet.  95. 


C.  & N.  W.  Railway. 

Eastern  Nebraska  District — 

Time  and  tide  wait  not  for  your  humble  servant 
and  scribe,  but  things  are  looking  easier,  and  an 
awakening  of  interest  is  manifest.  Wish  to  heartily 
thank  the  brother  who  so  kindly  sent  in  items 
which  will  be  of  interest  to  all. 

Numerous  positions  have  again  been  bulletined; 
at  the  present  time  assignments  are  not  known. 
In  connection  herewith  will  state  that  there  has 
been  complaint  by  some  that  all  vacancies  have 
not  been  bulletined.  Where  temporary  vacancies 
occur,  such  as  the  creating  of  new  offices  during 
the  Bonesteel  rush,  which  were  closed  thereafter, 
by  understanding  are  not  to  be  bulletined  on  ac- 
count of  the  time  this  requires,  and  which  would 
all  have  to  be  done  over  again  in  a short  time. 

Another  thing,  some  dispatchers  seem  to  think 
the  schedule  is  not  operative  on  night  men  in  case 
of  meal  hours.  Night  men  as  well  as  day  men  are 
allowed  one  hour  for  meals  between  the  fourth 
and  seventh  hour  on  duty.  If  you  are  given  less 
than  45  minutes  or  miss  your  meal  hour  entirely, 
you  get  one  hour  overtime  and  20  minutes  for 
lunch  at  the  first  opportunity.  Now,  dispatchers 
are  given  three  hours  lee-way  here  to  distribute 
this  meal  hour  in  such  a way  as  would  not  hinder 
prompt  service,  which  you  can  easily  see  would 
result,  should  every  man  take  his  hour,  say  after 
12:00.  So  judgment  must  be  exercised,  first,  keep- 
ing in  mind  the  good  of  the  service;  second,  live 
up  to  the  schedule,  which  is  for  every  one  of  us. 
Keep  it  up,  for  in  its  maintenance  lies  our  future 
welfare. 

Bro.  Marshall  is  relieving  Bro.  Pike  at  “BC” 
during  his  vacation. 

Bro.  Lister  is  relieving  Bro.  Knudsen  at  “FN,” 
nights,  wl>o  is  on  the  sick  list. 

Bro.  Simmons,  formerly  of  the  U.  P.  Ry.,  is 
holding  down  “FN”  days;  Bro.  Frandsen  still 
“panning”  in  Alaska. 


They  come  and  go  so  fast  at  “RH,”  South 
Omaha,  nights,  that  one  cannot  keep  tab  on  them. 

Mr.  Hall  is  at  “WF,”  nights,  and  a new  man 
at  “BN.” 

The  night  operator  at  “FY”  has  been  taken  off 
for  the  present,  Bro.  Evans  being  transferred  to 
“J,”  Omaha  office. 

Bro.  Hilke  was  on  the  sick  list,  and  was  re- 
lieved by  Mr.  Snyder  early  part  of  August. 

Bro.  Danahy  and  wife  spent  a few  days  at  the 
State  Fair.  Bro.  “DY”  was  looking  over  thorough- 
bred goats  with  an  object  of  stocking  up  on  that 
commodity. 

Bro.  Righter’s  case  being  adjusted  and  he  being 
put  at  Stockham  and  Bro.  Adamson  going  on  the 
extra  list,  and  is  now  relieving  Bro.  Gavin  at 
“UN,”  who  is  now  in  Missouri. 

Bro.  Willhoite  and  wife  spent  a few  weeks  visit 
ing  in  Iowa. 

The  east  end  has  been  very  busy  this  summer 
with  the  extra  gravel  and  steel  gangs,  and  the 
boys  have  been  trying  to  put  up  a service  .such 
as  will  not  be  overlooked  by  the  officials,  who  are 
quick  to  notice  and  appreciate  such  things. 

Things  for  members  to  think  about: 

The  Santa  Fe. 

Watch  the  progress  of  our  brothers  on  the 
“Katy.” 

How  many  nons  have  you  asked  to  join  us  in 
the  past  thirty  days? 

The  best  way  to  help  your  committee  is  to  line 
up  the  nons. 

Is  not  the  step  by  step  plan  better  than  the 
$75  minimum? 

Where  do  you  stand  on  the  mail  question? 

You  will  be  asked  to  give  your  opinion  on  these 
things  for  committee  work;  be  prepared. 

For  the  nons: 

Do  you  want  the  protection  of  your  fellow- 
workers  ? 

I)o  you  think  you  are  doing  the  right  thing 
when  you  refuse  us  time  and  time  again? 

Do  you  feel  just  right  about  it?  Do  you? 

Do  you  want  to  be  figured  in  on  the  revised 
schedule?  If  you  do,  take  a rapid  tumble  to 
yourselves  and  get  hold  of  an  application  blank 
and  fill  it  out.  A hint  is  sufficient. 

Div.  Cor. 


Dakota  Division — 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  busy  season  is  now 
on  and  several  of  the  agents  and  operators  are 
away  enjoying  a season  of  rest,  it  has  been 

deemed  advisable  not  to  hold  any  meetings  until 
things  are  going  the  same  as  usual.  It  is  hoped 
that  in  the  coming  winter  that  we  will  have 

some  very  helpful  and  largely  attended  meetings. 

While  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  so 
many  of  the  members  have  responded  very 

promptly  with  their  dues  for  the  last  half  term 
of  the  year,  yet  there  are  quite  a number  who 
have  not  yet  paid  their  dues  and  our  local 

chairman  earnestly  requests  that  all  members  in 
arrears  will  respond  some  time  during  this  month 
so  Bro.  Kempkes  will  have  clear  books  by  October 
1 st.  You  have  no  idea  how  much  work  it  saves 
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him  and  he  certainly  is  entitled  to  favors,  as 
his  salary  does  not  warrant  any  extra  work. 

Bro.  Bager,  of  Wolsey,  enjoyed  a vacation  of 
about  three  weeks*  length.  Was  relieved  by  Bro. 
F.  D.  Stedman,  who,  on  Bro.  Bager’s  return, 
went  to  Oakes  to  relieve  Bro.  Addy,  but  it  appears 

that  Oakes  was  a little  too  busy  for  him,  and 

from  Oakes  he  went  to  Aberdeen  as  cashier. 

Bro.  Carl  relieved  Bro.  C.  C.  Porter,  agent  at 
Verdon,  for  a few  days,  while  Bro.  Porter  was 
sick. 

We  note  that  by  the  July  Telegrapher  that  the 
brothers  at  Tyler  were  not  the  only  ones  who 
came  in  touch  with  a telegrapher  traveling  under 
the  name  of  Mike  J.  Connery,  who  appioaches 
one  with  a hard  luck  story  of  how  he  lost  his 

coat  and  hat,  also  both  cards  of  the  O.  R.  T.  and 

C.  T.  U.  A.  at  Yankton,  while  working  there 
through  the  Rosebud  land  rush. 

Bro.  L.  T.  Campbell,  formerly  of  G.  N.  Div., 
No.  70,  is  now  located  at  Redfield  as  manager  of 
the  Coe  Com.  Co.  He  intends  transferring  to  the 
C.  & N.  W.,  Div.  76.  If  so,  he  will  be  welcome. 

Bro.  Mattes,  of  Redfield,  went  on  his  vacation 
of  about  five  weeks’  duration;  visiting  St.  Louis 
and  Chicago.  Relieved  by  Bro.  Tyner,  of  Tyler. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Bro.  E.  L.  Stewart, 
formerly  days  of  Brookings,  back  to  the  division 
after  an  absence  of  several  months.  He  is  now 
located  at  Aberdeen  as  cashier  and  day  operator, 
relieving  Bro.  Stedman,  who  went  to  St.  Louis 
to  see  the  big  Fair. 

Bro.  Addy,  agent  at  Oakes,  book  a much-needed 
rest  and  went  on  a visit  to  Topeka,  Kansas,  with 
his  father  and  mother. 

Bro.  Tyner  visited  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  with 
his  parents  few  days;  relieved  by  Bro.  Finnerty,  of 
Lake  Preston.  Mr.  Hance  relieved  Tyner  while 
he  was  at  Redfield  relieving  Bro.  Mattes. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Carl  relieved  Bro.  J.  Jobin,  of 
Columbia,  while  he  was  on  his  vacation. 

Bro.  Kendal  returned  to  De  Smet,  nights,  Bro. 
Zeska  going  to  Arlington,  nights,  and  Bro.  Fin- 
nerty to  Brookings,  nights.  We  arc  unable  to 
learn  the  name  of  the  new  night  man  at  Iroquois 
now. 

By  the  time  this  is  in  The  Telegrapher  there 
will  have  been  some  more  changes  made,  as  we 
understand  that  there  are  to  be  several  positions 
bulletined. 

We  understand  that  Bro.  Smith,  who  relieved 
Bro.  Morgan,  cashier  at  Redfield,  goes  back  to 
Turton  as  agent  as  soon  as  Morgan  returns. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Davenport,  1st  trick  dispatcher  in 
Huron  “A”  office,  was  away  on  a vacation  for  a 
few  weeks,  Mr.  Kelly  and  Hazen  dividing  the 
trick  between  them. 

Bro.  Carllo,  of  Balaton,  relieved  Mr.  H.  G. 
Smith,  agent  at  Pierre,  for  a short  while. 

Div.  Cor. 


Northern  Wisconsin  Division — 

It  has  been  so  long  a time  since  anything  ap- 
peared in  the  journal  about  this  division  that  many 
have  thought  we  had  gone  out  of  the  fold,  or 
some  other  place,  but  such  is  not  the  case,  as 


we  are  here  as  strong  as  ever  and  getting  stronger 
each  day.  While  we  may  have  been  a little  behind 
in  showing  ourselves  in  the  journal,  we  aTe  all 
still  in  the  ring  and  fighting  for  the  cause. 

Those  of  you  who  missed  the  meeting  at  Janes- 
ville on  the  20th  of  September,  missed  a good 
thing,  and  from  the  enthusiasm  shown  from  those 
who  were  there  also  the  addresses  made  by  Gen- 
eral Chairman  Troy  and  General  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  Kempkes  were  well  worth  losing  a 
night's  sleep  to  hear. 

Bro.  Smith,  of  Ft.  Atkinson,  enjoyed  a ten-day 
vacation  at  his  home  in  Des  Moines,  la.,  being 
relieved  by  Bro.  Simpson,  who  just  came  here 
from  the  Sioux  City  Division. 

Our  local  chairman,  Bro.  Summy,  spent  a week 
in  St.  Louis  doing  the  Fair,  and  has  resumed 
work  again. 

Bro.  F.d.  Haberkorn,  Fond  du  Lac,  has  gone  on 
a two- weeks’  vacation,  and  hope  he  will  have  an 
enjoyable  one. 

Bro.  Bakken,  DePere,  who  has  just  recovered 
from  a three-months’  illness  of  typhoid  fever,  has 
again  resumed  work,  and  we  are  all  glad  to  see 
him  back  again. 

Bro.  Villiesse,  who  has  been  relieving  Bro. 
Bakken  during  his  illness,  has  resumed  work 
nights  at  DePere  again. 

Bro.  J.  Gilbert,  nights  art  Green  Bay,  has  en- 
joyed a two-weeks’  trip  to  St.  Louis  doing  the 
big  Fair  and  also  taking  in  Niagara  Falls  and 
New  York,  aifd  reports  a very  pleasant  time. 

Mr.  Ed.  Jones,  who  has  given  up  brass  pound- 
ing as  a profession,  and  who  now  is  engaged  in 
dentistry  at  Green  Bay,  did  the  owl  act  during 
the  absence  of  Bro.  Gilbert. 

Mr.  Rook,  day  man  at  North  Green  Bay,  is 
still  on  the  sick  list,  but  expects  to  return  to 
work  in  the  near  future.  Bro.  J.  Bennie  is  re- 
lieving him. 

Mr.  Shaska,  day  man  at  Kaukauna,  took  a 
few  days  off  some  time  ago,  to  move  his  family 
in  the  new  house  that  he  built  last  summer.  Mr. 
Shaska  is  still  out  in  the  cold,  and  cannot  see 
his  way  to  come  into  the  light. 

Bro.  Young  relieved  Mr.  Shaska,  he  in  turn 
being  relieved  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Bro.  Chas.  Woodward,  who  is  it  at  Little  Rapids, 
has  taken  unto  himself  a wife  with  the  sacred 
vows  “until  death  do  us  part”  The  happy  couple 
enjoyed  their  honeymoon  visiting  friends  in  Ohio. 
They  have  now  returned  and  have  settled  down 
to  housekeeping  in  a home  that  “W”  has  just 
built.  Congratulations  are  in  order  boys,  and 
“W,”  don’t  forget  that  we  smoke. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Armstrong,  agent  Appleton  Jet,  who 
has  been  on  the  sick  list  for  a few  days,  has 
again  resumed  work,  he  being  relieved  by  Bro. 
Tiedka,  who  in  turn  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Burleson. 

Bro.  Hackbert,  day  man  at  Appleton,  has  also 
taken  unto  himself  a wife,  and  has  gone  to  keeping 
house  in  Appleton.  Congratulations,  Paul,  with 
best  wishes  and  long  and  joyous  may  your  married 
life  be,  is  the  wish  of  all  the  brothers. 

Bro.  Fleming,  who  makes  things  buzz  at  South 
Oshkosh,  days,  has  had  a few  weeks  off  from 
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his  arduous  duties.  Sam  says  he  can't  stand 
prosperity  and  has  to  go  away  from  Oshkosh  to 
get  rid  of  some  of  his  long  green.  We  believe 
there  is  some  calico  at  the  bottom  of  it.  How 
about  it,  Sam? 

Mr.  Morrissey  is  back  from  the  wild  and  wooley 
West,  and  is  working  on  the  extra  list.  We  are 
glad  to  see  him  back ’with  us  again,  but  sorry 
to  learn  that  he  lost  his  title  of  brother.  It  appears 
that  the  winds  have  been  too  much  and  blew 
it  off  across  the  prairies,  but  if  he  stays  with  us 
long  we  will  try  and  get  him  another. 

We  have  just  learned  that  Bro.  Luther,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  has  also  taken  unto  himself  a 
wife.  We  are  a little  late  in  finding  it  out,  as 
it  occurred  about  a month  ago.  Also  Bro.  Boiler, 
night  man  at  South  Oshkosh,  has  joined  the 
benedicts  some  time  ago.  The  brothers  heartily 
join  in  wishing  them  success  in  their  married 
life. 

Local  Chairman. 


Ashland  Division — 

Bro.  C.  A.  Bryant,  of  Whitcomb,  has  decided 
to  leave  us.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  “CA." 

Bro.  Case,  of  Tigerton,  has  returned  from  his 
leave  of  absence.  Understand  he  did  not  return 
alone. 

Bro.  Calhoun  is  now  doing  the  owl  act  at 
Eland  Jet. 

Bro.  N.  O.  Case  is  now  a full-fledged  station 
agent,  being  located  at  Woodruff. 

Bro.  Moeser  was  much  pleased  in  getting  the 
day  job  at  Clintonville.  Wonder  why? 

Bro.  Flansburg,  of  Appleton,  was  off  a few 
days  account  illness  of  his  wife. 

Bro.  Hickok,  of  Wittenberg,  was  off  for  few 
days,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  McDonough. 

We  notice  the  smiling  countenance  of  Bro. 
Hasse,  of  Birnamwood,  en  route  for  Tigerton 
occasionally  Sunday  evening.  Full  announcement 
later. 

Bro.  Raettig  is  now  working  the  day  trick  at 
Eland  Jet. 

Am  pleased  to  say  we  can  now  call  Mr.  Quade, 
of  Pelican,  “brother." 

Bro.  Green  has  been  transferred  from  Monico 
Jet.  to  State  Line,  Bro.  Carmany,  of  State  Line, 
having  left  service. 

Bro.  Sommers  is  now  doing  the  “owl”  act  at 
Rhinelander. 

Bro.  Maly,  formerly  of  Eagle  River,  now  on 
nights  at  Monico  Jet. 

Bro.  Fry,  of  Two  Rivers,  is  away  and  we  under- 
stand underwent  an  operation  recently.  Hope  to 
see  you  back  soon,  “FR." 

Bro.  Parker  now  working  days  at  Woodruff. 

Bro.  Walker,-  of  Pelican,  made  a flying  trip  to 
Mercer  recently.  Watch  for  developments. 

Bro.  Hoye,  of  Bessemer,  recently  joined  the 
“benedicts."  Congratulations  now  in  order. 

Bro.  Hoffman  transferred  to  Lac  du  Flambeau. 
No  chance  for  mischief  there. 

Bro.  Tann  now  in  dispatcher's  office  Ashland. 

Bro.  Lamon  transferred  to  Conover. 


At  our  last  meeting  at  Monico  Jet.,  the  attend- 
ance was  fair,  although  not  what  it  should  have 
been.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  more  cannot 
attend,  as  train  service  is  good.  We  hope  to 
hold  regular  meeting  from  now  on,  and  I hope 
each  member  will  make  it  a point  to  be  present. 
It  will  be  only  a short  time  when  you  will  expect 
your  committee  to  go  after  a revised  schedule, 
and  they  must  know  what  your  sentiment  is  in 
order  to  satisfy  you. 

The  nons  are  getting  in  line  rapidly  and  after 
next  meeting  a list  of  nons  will  be  given  in  The 
Telegrapher,  and  we  hope  each  member  will 
make  an  individual  effort  to  induce  them  to  get 
into  the  fold.  Remember,  “no  card  no  favors" 
is  our  motto. 

“Cy  Perkins.” 


Madison  Division — 

A meeting  was  held  at  Janesville  September  20th, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a local  chairman  for 
the  Wisconsin  Division,  but  owing  to  the  small 
number  present  and  the  lack  of  interest  displayed, 
nothing  was  done  in  the  matter.  Chairman  Troy, 
who  was  present,  issued  a call  for  a meeting  at 
Harvard  for  October  14th  and  one  at  Kenosha 
October  15th,  at  which  time  it  is  hoped  there  will 
be  “something  doing." 

It’s  about  time  that  we  were  waking  up  to  the 
fact  that  if  we  ever  expect  to  get  any  more 
concessions  for  the  bettering  of  our  working  con- 
ditions, we  will  have  to  hang  on  very  hard  to 
what  we  now  have,  and  keep  alive  to  the  situation 
and  be  ready  to  grasp  the  opportunities  which 
may  offer  at  the  right  time. 

We  have  a meeting  for  the  Madison  Division 
called  for  September  28th,  at  which  we  hope  a 
representative  gathering  will  assemble,  and  the 
proceeding  of  which  will  be  set  forth  next  month. 

Bro.  L.  F.  Schneider,  our  worthy  local  chair- 
man, was  in  attendance  at  the  Janesville  meeting, 
September  20th. 

Bro.  C.  P.  Kellogg,  of  Calhoun,  has  been  taking 
a short  lay-off;  relieved  by  Larson. 

W.  J.  Copeland,  agent  at  Jefferson  Jet.,  was 
among  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  San  Francisco 
during  the  recent  conclave,  and  Bro.  L.  D.  Brown 
assumed  the  troubles  at  the  Junction  during  his 
absence,  ably  assisted  by  Bros.  Jaehnke  and  Jones. 
Bro.  Jones  is  recovering  from  the  effects  of  his 
recent  lameness  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

We  have  our  private  opinion  of  a man  who  will 
let  a nice  young  lady  wait  around  in  the  lunch 
room  till  after  541  goes,  in  hopes  of  having  his 
escort  home,  while  he  is  enjoying  an  open-air 
boxing  match  some  miles  away.  How  about  it, 
Les? 

Bro.  Fred  Tomlin,  of  Wales,  has  been  enjoying 
a vacation  recently,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  F.  H. 
Stephens. 

Wales  Pit  is  open  for  a short  gravel  haul,  with 
Bro.  A.  H.  Graezel  in  charge. 

Bro.  L.  D.  Brown  relieved  W.  H.  Page  at 
Bangor  for  several  weeks  recently. 

Bro.  C.  B.  Adams  is  again  at  the  old  stand 
at  Waukesha,  after  a month’s  vacation.  He  was 
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relieved  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Faller,  who  is  at  present 
acting  ?s  agent  at  Oregon  during  the  absence 
of  Bro.  E.  F.  Boehm,  who  is  holding  down  the 
cross  line  trick  out  of  Bamboo.  Bro.  Boehm 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  sister  September 
18th,  she  having  died  in  Milwaukee.  The  sym- 
pathy of  the  fraternity  is  extended.  Ceet.  376. 

Milwaukee  Division — 

The  Milwaukee  Division  docs  not  seem  to  have 
much  to  say  lately,  the  April  and  August  numbers 
being  the  only  ones  that  have  represented  us  for 
some  time.  However,  the  Air  line  can’t  throw 
anv  hammer  at  us. 

Say,  boys,  this  is  taxation  without  representa- 
tion, although  we  can’t  call  it  tyranny,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  we  are  at  fault  for  not  being 
represented.  There  is  always  news  enough  be- 
tween Milwaukee  and  Chicago  to  support  a regular 
correspondent,  and  the  Air  Line  certainly  can 
support  another. 

We  are  nearly  solid  here  now,  four  of  the  few 
remaining  noos  having  decided  to  join  us.  Two 
of  them  have  already  sent  in  their  papers  and 
two  are  waiting  for  pay-day. 

There  has  also  been  a great  awakening  among 
us  within  the  last  month  or  so.  I can’t  say  what 
is  the  cause,  bivt  it  is  very  encouraging  to  see  it, 
for  we  have  been  quiet  a little  too  long. 

It  is  evident  that  many  members  near  Chicago 
don’t  know  that  they  will,  one  and  all,  be  wel- 
come at  the  meetings  of  Division  91,  Chicago. 
As  the  meetings  of  Division  76  are  rather 
far  away  you  ought  to  go  to  91  once  in  a while, 
especially  you  boys  in  the  suburban  district,  who 
can  get  to  and  from  Chicago  so  easily.  These 
meetings  are  held  the  first  and  third  Fridays 
of  each  month  at  206  LaSalle  Street. 

Since  Bro.  Perkins  left  us  we  have  been  without 
a local  chairman.  We  surely  have  members  capable 
of  taking  this  position  and  should  look  into  this 
matter  at  once,  as  our  division  is  a large  one 
and  will  want  to  be  represented  on  the  next 
General  Committees. 

Keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  our  organization 
is  what  we,  individually,  choose  to  make  it.  If 
we  will  all  realize  that  we  are  each  and  every 
one  responsible  for  what  is  done,  things  will  be 
done  and  our  committee  will  be  well  able  to  do 
them  with  good,  solid  backing.  Paying  dues,  and 
paying  promptly,  is  a large  part  of  the  game,  but 
not  all. 

As  it  is  very  inconvenient  for  the  majority 
of  us  (including  the  Air  Line  boys)  to  go  to 
Janesville  to  attend  meetings,  why  wouldn’t  Mil- 
waukee be  a good  place  for  the  Air  Line  and  Mil- 
waukee Divisions  to  hold  meetings?  We  could 
surely  have  a good  attendance  there,  being  a very 
centrally  located  point.  Let  us  hear  from  the 
Air  Line  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Tobias,  assistant  agent  at  Lake  Forest,  is 
about  to  take  a leave  of  absence  on  account  of 
ill-health.  He  will  be  relieved  by  Bro.  Khine- 
smith,  also  of  Lake  Forest. 

Mr.  Reifenberg,  who  held  Rose  Hill  tower  days, 
left  the  road  August  3d,  and  I understand  he 


considered  himself  unjustly  discharged.  Had  be 
been  able  to  appeal  his  case  through  a grievance 
committee,  he  would  at  least  have  found  out 
whether  or  not  he  was  justly  treated.  Nons, 
please  take  notice. 

I shall  not  attempt  to  give  a line-up  or  a list 
of  nons,  as  I have  not  the  names.  But  I will 
say,  however,  that  the  night  force,  with  two  ex- 
ceptions, is  solid  from  Clybourn  Junction  to 
Waukegan.  One  of  these  two  exceptions  has  sent 
in  his  papers  and  the  other  has  promised  to  jump 
into  the  band  wagon  at  an  early  date. 

Roey  O’Moee. 


Iowa  Division — 

Being  appointed  division  correspondent  rather 
late,  and  being  a new  recruit  at  the  business,  you 
will  find  news  rather  scarce  this  time,  but  if  the 
brothers  will  help  me  out  by  sending  me  all  the 
news  they  can  obtain,  will  endeavor  to  give  you 
a write-up  once  a month,  at  least.  All  items  must 
be  in  St.  Louis  by  the  20th  of  each  month,  so 
please  send  it  before  that  time. 

Our  last  meeting,  held  at  Carroll,  September 
9th,  was  very  well  attended  by  the  boys  west 
of  Carroll.  There  is  still  room  for  lots  of  improve- 
ment there,  though,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  boys  east  of  Carroll,  there  may  be  one  or 
two  with  a good  excuse,  but  the  majority  have 
no  excuse  to  offer  at  ail,  only  to  pay  their  dues 
twice  a year  and  then  forget  all  about  the  Order. 
Boys,  this  will  never  do.  You  can  surely  afford 
to  miss  one  night’s  sleep  in  a month  to  attend 
these  meetings,  and  if  you  don’t  come  and  take 
some  interest  in  this  work,  we  are  liable  to  be 
in  the  same  rut  we  were  ten  years  ago.  So  re- 
member our  next  meeting  at  Carroll,  the  second 
Friday  in  October,  and  sec  if  we  can’t  make  this  a 
successful  meeting  by  having  a large  attendance. 
A brother  from  Boone  will  have  transportation 
for  those  east  of  Carroll,  and  a brother  from  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  for  those  west  of  Carroll. 

The  list  of  delinquents  were  read  at  last  meeting 
and  we  were  very  much  surprised  to  hear  of  some 
of  the  brothers  being  behind  with  their  dues.  So, 
boys,  pay  up  before  our  next  meeting,  so  as  to  be 
in  line. 

Bro.  Rose,  at  “AO”  Tower,  Orion,  is  taking 
a month's  lay-off,  Bro.  Hoke  relieving  him. 

Bro.  Ham,  at  Honey  Creek,  could  not  attend 
our  last  meeting  account  sickness,  but  hope  he 
will  be  with  us  next  time. 

Bro.  Hayes  being  relieved  at  Mo.  Valley,  nights, 
Bro.  Saunders  took  his  place  and  Bro.  Olson  took 
Saunders’  place,  days. 

The  operators  being  taken  out  of  “WO”  Tower, 
Marshalltown,  Bro.  Fordham  took  Bro.  McNutt's 
place  at  Carroll,  days;  Bro.  McNutt  on  extra  list; 
Bro.  Asmus  got  Carroll  nights  on  bulletin. 

Another  operator  has  been  put  on  in  dispatcher's 
office  and  place  bulletined  at  $67.50  per.  A good 
job  for  the  right  man. 

Will  try  and  give  you  a much  better  write-up 
next  month,  as  will  have  more  time. 

Div.  Cor. 
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Galena  Division — 

Regular  monthly  meeting  at  Dixon  September 
17th,  called  to  order  9:00  p.  m.,  by  assistant  local 
chairman,  Bro.  Troutman,  in  the  absence  of  local 
chairman,  Bro.  Webster,  who  was  unable  to  attend 
account  no  relief;  Bro.  Nesbitt  acting  as  secre- 
tary. 

With  very  small  and  unlucky  (13)  in  attend- 
ance, regular  routine  business  was  transacted  and 
ready  to  adjourn  at  11:30  p.  m.,  but  the  rain  was 
falling  in  torrents  about  this  time,  so  meeting 
continued  until  nearly  1 :oo  o’clock.  Perhaps  the 
unlucky  (13)  had  something  to  do  with  it.  I 
understand  the  14th  one  was  in  town,  but  he  failed 
to  show  up  at  lodge  room.  “Clark,”  how  about  it? 

The  Peoria  line  boys  were  there  in  a bunch,  but 
the  Air  Line  boys  were  few  and  far  between,  and 
some  of  them  surely  could  have  come. 

This,  brothers,  was  the  smallest  attendance  we 
have  had  at  any  one  meeting,  and  it  must  not 
occur  again.  Our  next  meeting  falls  on  Saturday, 
October  15th,  and  we  sincerely  hope  to  see  at 
least  fifty  there,  and  there  is  no  reason  known 
to  the  writer  why  there  should  not  be  even  more. 

Bro.  Seaton,  agent.  Nelson,  and  Bro.  Gleason, 
days.  Nelson,  had  good  excuse  for  their  absence, 
as  Bro.  Boos  was  on  his  vacation,  his  place 
being  filled  by  a Mr.  “Crumm,”  a non.  Well, 
the  non  worked  few  nights  then  flew  the  coop, 
and  Bros.  Seaton  and  Gleason  each  had  a $3.00 
trick  to  work. 

Bro.  Bunzig,  agent,  Manlius,  talcing  thirty-day 
vacation,  his  place  being  filled  by  Bro.  Brumgard. 

Bro.  Bendixen,  days,  St.  Charles,  on  extended 
vacation,  Bro.  Rogers  filling  his  place.  Under- 
stand “Deny”  is  down  at  St.  Louis  and  if  all  I 
hear  is  true,  guess  we  have  a “cigar”  coming. 
How  it  is,  “Beny?” 

There  is  still  little  work  to  be  done  down  about 
Geneva  nights.  Regular  night  man,  Mr.  Farrell, 
who  is  on  vacation,  needs  fixing;  also  the  man 
that’s  taking  his  place;  don’t  know  his  name;  also 
operator  Friedl,  “CU,”  nights,  is  taking  our  good 
money  without  any  return. 

Div.  Cor. 


Moncton  Division,  No.  63. 

August  meeting  Held  in  St.  John;  fifteen  mem- 
bers present,  the  majority  of  them  being  Division 
63*5  front  rank  argumentorial  artists.  At  8:00 
p.  m.  some  one  gave  yours  truly  a nudge  in  the 
ribs  and  whispered,  “open  up.”  At  the  tap  of 
the  gavel  the  whole  bunch  were  arguing  “whose 
got  the  floor?”  That’s  our  division  for  you. 
Every  man  of  them  is  classed  “Ai”  at  Lloyds 
and  entitled  to  a gilt-edged  certificate.  When 
things  quieted  down  Tyng  had  the  floor.  He 
lighted  his  bowl  of  Cavendish,  Andy  a Sweet 
Caporal,  and  the  rest  of  the  boys  produced  little 
brown  rolls  or  dudeens. 

Our  first  vice  opened  up  at  close  range  on  that 
much  abused  Grievance  Committee.  He  put  a few 
on  “AD,”  plugged  holes  in  the  chair  reserved 
for  Joe  and  wound  up  by  putting  them  all  over 
Prairie  du  Chien — pretty  work.  Bro.  Charters  is 


a neat  stepper.  He  assured  the  boys  it  was  all 
right  and  kept  “CO”  pushing  graphite  or  turning 
over  manuscript  for  documentary  proof  that  he 
was  luring  ’em  or.. 

The  second  vice  came  in  with  a good  fair  play 
argument  on  doing  things  on  the  level,  and  several 
who  were  not  present  missed  something  they  will 
hear  later,  however. 

Bros.  Now  Ian's  and  McMahon’s  grievances  were 
before  the  lodge  and  bid  fair  to  be  settled  at  an 
early  date. 

Am  of  the  opinion  our  Grievance  Committee  are 
aware  by  this  time  what  is  expected  of  them,  and 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  necessary  that  our  lodge 
should  be  acting  as  if  it  were  a whole  grievance 
committee  all  the  time.  All  that  is  necessary  is 
for  the  man  who  has  a kick  coming  to  hand  his 
case  into  the  lodge,  which  will  decide  whether 
he  has  a case  or  not.  If  we  don’t  consider  it  a 
grievance  we’ll  throw  it  out;  if  we  do,  we’ll  put  it 
up  to  the  Grievance  Committee  with  the  whole 
division's  endorsement,  and  tell  them  not  to  come 
back  until  they  are  through.  At  present  we  keep 
a lot  of  stuff  on  the  table  till  there’s  whiskers  on  it. 
The  O.  R.  T.  doesn’t  stand  for  every  time  you’re 
up  against  it  to  back  you  right  or  wrong.  If  you 
are  to  blame  that  settles  it 

We  had  considerable  discussion  on  the  qualifica- 
tion of  telegraphers  aspiring  for  positions  as  copy 
operators  and  as  to  who  should  be  judge  of  their 
qualifications. 

Bro.  Gallagher  cited  an  amusing  instance  of  a 
telegrapher  turned  down  by  an  I.  C.  R.  official, 
who  didn’t  think  he  was  fit  for  copy  operator.  The 
telegrapher  in  question  hit  the  high  road  and  to- 
day he’s  a superintendent  on  the  Wabash. 

The  chief  telegrapher  had  a surprise  in  store  for 
the  boys  in  the  form  of  an  address  by  our  worthy 
General  Chairman  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  Bro.  G.  O.  Forbes,  stationmaster  Spring- 
hill  Jet.  Bro.  Forbes  very  kindly  accepted  an 
invitation  to  be  present  at  this  meeting.  Those 
not  present,  who  heard  him  a couple  of  years  ago 
in  St.  John,  know  what  they  have  missed.  Bro. 
Forbes  is  a pleasant  talker  and  he  gave  the  boys 
a good  half-hour’s  heart  to  heart  talk  on  O.  R. 
T’ism.  as  it  is  to-day  on  the  Intercolonal.  It 
stirred  up  something  within  us  boys  that  made  us 
all  proud  to  be  members  of  such  a grand  organiza- 
tion. At  the  close  of  his  discourse,  the  lodge 
tendered  a unanimous  vote  of  thanks,  and  all  felt 
that  the  dividing  line  between  Divisions  63  and  66 
should  have  been  a degree  further  east.  We  envy 
and  congratulate  you,  Truro  Division. 

I regret  to  say  that  our  financial  standing  is 
not  up  to  the  mark.  Those  of  you  who  are  in 
arrears  please  pay  up.  You  have  doubtless  been 
advised  by  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  as  to  How 
you  stand.  Perhaps  you  say  to  yourself,  “Oh,  my 
two  or  three  dollars  behind  won’t  break  the  div 
sion.”  Now,  you  are  not  the  only  one.  There’, 
a good  dozen  behind  in  small  amounts,  and  it’s  a 
snug  little  sum  our  division  is  short. 

Now,  brothers,  our  organization  stands  for  some- 
thing more  than  squeezing  a paltry  ten  per  year 
from  the  telegrapher.  Yet  we  have  men  who  really 
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seem  to  think  that  all  they  get  for  the  ten  per 
is  a pretty  little  card  twice  a year  and  a monthly 
journal.  They  don’t  compare  their  circumstances 
of  to-day  with  those  of  a few  years  back;  they 
seem  to  think  the  several  raises  of  pay  were 
coming  to  them  anyway.  Well,  that’s  right,  too. 
The  O.  R.  T.  is  not  so  narrow-minded  as  to  not 
give  a man  it’s  benefits  even  if  he  don’t  contribute 
towards  it. 

Brothers,  do  you  imagine  that  last  May  the 
company  would  have  said  to  you,  “See  here,  boys, 
you  fellows  are  not  getting  enough;  allow  us  to 
have  the  honor  of  increasing  your  salary,  my 
dear  Alrhonse.”  No,  sirree,  not  on  your  life. 
Just  break  up  the  O.  R.  T.  and  you’ll  sec  how 
quick  the  management  will  come  to  you  and  say, 
“Come  down,  or  we’ll  put  a better  man  in  your 
place  for  less  money. 

Which  do  you  prefer,  to  continue  paying  up  the 
small  sum  of  ten  per  to  the  Order  for  your 
protection,  or  refund  the  management  your  several 
increases,  as  they  may  desire?  Now,  while  you 
are  reading  this,  dig  down  and  produce  the  long 
green,  thereby  showing  your  appreciation  of  your 
protector. 

All  will  join  with  me  in  wishing  our  ex-Bro. 
Bateman  success  in  his  proposed  new  role  as 
traveler  for  a well-known  Halifax  piano  concern. 
Billy  should  do  well;  his  persuasive  ways  and  rare 
vocal  talent  are  a good  combination.  I “13”  he 
would  like  to  have  a card  and  button  again. 

Bro.  Murray  says  that  next  to  blowing  a trom- 
bone a St.  John  O.  R.  T.  meeting  is  the  clear 
muck-a-muck. 

“JI”  emphatically  denies  the  whole  fifty  students 
are  at  “OD.”  He  says  they  arc  at  “B.” 

One  of  Armour’s  hams,  while  in  bathing  some 
days  ago,  was  the  victim  of  a cruel  joke.  Some 

one  stole  his  trousers  and  he  did  the up  the 

highway.  When  he  reached  the  depot  he  was  in 
pants.  At  a late  stage  of  the  game,  Bros.  Geo. 
Dodge  and  Geo.  Davidson  went  out  to  buy  on 
Wall  Street.  Was  the  stock  watered? 

Bros.  R.  W.  Scribner  and  Gray,  two  of  the 
agitators,  were  satisfied  with  their  night’s  work. 

Bro.  Hutchinson,  of  Division  61,  formerly  of 
Division  63,  and  Bros.  Belyer  and  Spear,  have 
lately  entered  the  bonds  of  hemlock.  Your  health 
in  the  “American”  next  meeting,  boys. 

Bro.  R.  M.  Grass  recently  went  under  a severe 
throat  operation.  We  are  glad  to  know  it  was 
successful  and  that  he  is  doing  nicely. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  in  a short  time  that  we  will 
have  debates  on  mock  schedules,  etc.,  in  order  to 
fit  our  men  for  positions  on  all  kinds  of  commit- 
tees. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  brothers,  with  sentiments 
of  respect,  your  Div.  Cor. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  4. 

The  ninth  anniversary  of  Division  4 was  held  in 
Martin's  Hall,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Saturday  evening, 
September  17th,  and  it  was  a grand  meeting  in 
every  sense.  There  were  150  members  present, 
some  coming  a long  distance.  The  boys  from  “F” 


and  “UD”  offices,  Hbg.,  were  there  in  large 
numbers;  also  brothers  from  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Colorado,  Reading,  Phila.,  all  over  the 
Philadelphia  Division  and  branches. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  committee  for  the  able 
y manner  in  which  every  detail,  large  and  small, 
' was  attended  to,  nothing  being  left  undone  to 
make  the  event  one  long  to  be  remembered. 
Scores  of  members  who  had  arranged  to  attend 
were  unable  to  secure  leave  of  absence,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  extra  men,  and  these,  no  doubt, 
are  anxiously  awaiting  their  journal  and  expect 
to  find  a good  account  of  the  evening’s  happenings. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8:00  p.  m., 
and  after  a number  of  short  addreses,  initiation 
of  candidates  followed.  At  10:00  p.  m.  every  one 
was  invited  to  the  banquet  room,  where  a pleasant 
surprise  was  awaiting  us. 

Five  large  tables  were  spread  and  loaded  down 
with  everything  in  season.  Upon  the  stage  was 
an  orchestra  furnishing  beautiful  music  and  a 
sweet-faced  lassie  singing  the  latest  songs.  Well, 
it  was  immense,  to  say  the  least.  Some  of  the 
boys,  while  listening  to  her  sweet  voice,  thought 
they  felt  like  singing  “Wa  Down  in  Ma*  Heart 
I’s  Got  a Feeling  fo’  You.”  At  least,  that’s  what 
“OG”  said. 

After  all  had  done  justice  to  the  feast,  cigars 
were  passed  and  all  again  repaired  to  next  floor, 
where  business  and  speech-making  was  resumed. 

Bro.  Hiller,  of  No.  4,  gave  us  an  interesting 
talk  on  several  subjects,  including  “System  Divi- 
sion.” First  Chief  Telegrapher,  Bro.  T.  M.  Pier- 
son, of  St.  Louis,  followed  with  a splendid  talk 
full  of  good  advice  to  the  boys.  Bro.  Patterson, 
of  No.  84,  also  spoke,  and  many  others,  whose 
names  are  not  remembered,  gave  us  interesting 
talks.  Let  me  not  forget  to  say  Bro.  Bowles, 
of  Jersey  No.  10,  was  with  us,  happy  as  ever. 

The  time  passed  far  too  rapidly,  and  at  11:4s 
p.  m.  many  had  to  leave  on  the  last  street  cars 
and  trains  for  work  and  their  homes.  All  agreed 
that  it  was  the  best  meeting  ever  held  here. 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  always 
known  to  be  antagonistic  to  organized  labor,  are 
keeping  up  their  reputation  in  connection  with  the 
M.,  K.  & T.  strike.  They  are  offering  inducements 
to  some  of  their  employes  to  accept  positions  at 
St.  Louis,  which  would  assist  in  weakening  the 
efforts  of  those  on  strike,  but  their  inducements 
thus  far  have  not  met  with  visible  success. 

Bro.  B.  G.  Kern,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  met  with 
quite  an  unfortunate  accident  recently.  While 
crossing  the  railroad  tracks  at  Prince  Street, 
tripped  and  fell,  fracturing  his  knee-cap.  It  will 
be  some  time  before  he  can  again  resume  duty. 

Bro.  “Tommy”  Ebersole,  nights,  “KU,”  has 
gone  to  St.  Louis  during  his  vacation.  Tommy  is 
one  of  the  few,  very  few,  who  wear  the  button 
on  the  Mt.  Joy  branch.  There  are  but  two  oper- 
ators who  are  members  on  this  branch  west  of 
“NV”  out  of  a total  of  fourteen  men.  We  learn 
that  some  of  the  nons  on  this  branch  are  again 
getting  the  student  teaching  mania.  One  is  sta- 
tioned at  “NA,”  nights,  now,  with  good  prospects 
for  others  east  of  there.  Annual. 
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Burlington  Route. 

I have  had  numerous  inquiries  from  brothers  of 
Burlington  Division,  No.  30,  as  to  why  I resigned 
my  position  as  General  Chairman. 

During  my  many  years  of  faithful  service  on 
the  Chicago  Division  of  the  Burlington  Railway, 
I must  confess  that  it  took  me  a long  time  to 
realize  that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters,  and  the 
bright  future  prospects  I once  had  in  my  mind 
gradually  faded  away.  Of  course,  I could  have 
made  a respectable  living  had  I remained  in  the 
service,  but  the  many  opportunities  which  present 
themselves  at  times  to  better  one’s  condition  I 
think  I should  be  taken  advantage  of  and  for 
this  reason  I tendered  my  resignation  to  enter 
into  business  for  myself. 

To  have  won  your  confidence  and  approval  and 
that  of  the  brothers  who  so  kindly  represent  in 
placing  me  in  the  honorable  position  which  you 
did,  is  indeed  sweeter  to  me  than  anything  else 
in  life.  I am  bold  enough  to  say  that  I have 
endeavored  to  win  the  good  will  of  all  my  brothers 
on  the  Burlington  system,  and  it  is  a source  of 
intense  gratification  to  me  to  find  that  my  little 
efforts,  so  far  as  they  have  gone,  have  been 
appreciated.  True  it  is  that  I have  done  but 
little,  but,  brothers,  it  is  my  object  to  do  a great 
deal.  Deeds  and  not  words  is  my  motto,  and  I 
wish  to  thank  you,  especially  the  energetic  work- 
ers in  the  good  cause  which  has  led  us  to  triumph 
in  which  I am  personally  interested. 

I am  as  yet  an  untired  brother,  but  it  is  my 
purpose  to  prove  to  you  that  your  efforts  in  the 
past  have  not  been  thrown  away,  for  no  doubt  you 
have  been  advised  as  to  whom  your  new  official 
is.  Once  more  I wish  to  return  my  most  heartfelt 
thanks  for  your  confidence. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Stephen  A.  Lies. 


Illinois  Lines — 

Hello,  boys!  The  lone  Jack  has  returned  from 
his  journey  through  the  West  and  feels  much 
better,  and  learned  more  in  one  week  about 
brotherly  love  while  away  than  I could  at  home 
in  ten  years.  Simply  because-  I came  in  contact 
with  the  real  thing.  The  boys  in  the  West  are 
prospering  and  wliat  they  want  they  get.  Why? 
Because  they  are  organized  and  without  a card 
you  might  just  as  well  go  jump  in  the  lake. 
While  I was  gone  I thought  I would  try  some  of 
the  roads  and  see  what  a non  could  do,  and  I 
found  out.  I did  not  want  a job  but  thought 
I would  see  what  I could  do.  I went  in  the 
general  office  of  a Western  road  as  though  I owned 
it,  walked  up  to  the  superintendent,  tipped  my 
hat  and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  any  men.  He 
at  once  said,  “Yes,  sir;  where  are  you  from?” 
I told  him  off  of  the  Burlington  Route.  He  said, 
“Yes,  I can  use  you  at  once  at  $85  per  month;  but 
by  the  way,  let  me  see  your  card.”  To  play  him 
for  E.  Z.  mark,  I said,  “What  card?”  He  said, 
“O.  R.  T.,  of  course.”  I remarked  I had  none, 
and  he  at  once  said,  “Well,  I cannot  use  you. 
We  are  looking  for  good  men  and  men  we  can 


trust.”  I turned  and  dug  out,  went  to  another 
road,  got  a knock-down  to  the  chief,  asked  him 
if  he  wanted  any  men,  and  the  first  thing  he 
said  was,  “Yes,  let  me  see  your  card.”  I almost 
fell  dead,  but  said  I had  none.  He  said,  “What’s 
the  matter  with  you  fellows;  haven’t  you  any 
O.  R.  T.  men  on  the  Q?”  I told  him  the  road 
was  being  well  organized,  and  he  said,  “Yes,  it 
looks  very  much  like  it.  What’s  the  matter  with 
you?  Well,  if  you  go  and  get  a card  I will  place 
you  at  $80  per  month.”  I felt  good,  for  I had 
an  up-to-date  card  in  my  pocket  and  was  proud 
to  hear  him  rip  it  up  my  back. 

So  you  can  plainly  see  that  they  put  no  de- 
pendence in  a man  that  does  not  carry  a card. 
Every  telegrapher  and  agent  I met  West  of  the 
Mississippi  River  had  his  colors  flying  like  the 
American  eagle.  I met  one  old  man  sixty-nine 
years  old,  who  said  he  intended  to  die  with  an 
O.  R.  T.  card  in  his  pocket. 

When  I returned  hime,  found  the  journal,  read 
the  articles  written  by  Cert.  6349,  and  it  struck 
me  right,  and  I for  one  invite  the  brother  to 
come  again.  It  is  all  right  to  think  and  talk 
about  $75  minimum.  I believe  as  the  brother 
does.  Percentage  is  what  we  want  and  is  the 
only  way. 

The  Burlington  Route  is  coming  to  the  front. 
Our  General  Chairman  and  his  assistant  have  been 
keeping  the  ball  rolling,  and  I,  as  well  as  others, 
arc  very  sorry  to  part  with  them,  and  I wish 
to  extend  thanks  to  them  and  for  what  they  have 
done  and  are  now  doing. 

Lone  Jack. 


IV y more  Division — 

On  receipt  of  the  September  Telegrapher,  I 
searched  from  “kivver”  to  “kiwer,”  but  found 
not  a word  from  Division  130. 

What  seems  to  be  the  matter,  brothers?  Surely 
you  are  not  all  ill  at  the  same  time,  and  unless 
a brother  is  a chronic  invalid  I see  no  excuse 
for  him  failing  to  have  an  occasional  write-up 
in  The  Telegrapher. 

Some  time  ago  we  noticed  the  brothers  on  the 
“Q”  received  a slight  roast  which  brought  them 
out  of  it  in  such  a manner  that  we  concluded 
thev  were  out  to  stay,  but  they  have  evidently 
had  a relapse;  however,  they  are  not  enjoying 
their  slumber  alone. 

Will  some  one  please  state  how  long  it  has  been 
since  we  have  heard  from  the  Lincoln  and  McCook 
Divisions  through  the  columns  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher? Will  give  the  Alliance  Division  credit 
for  having  made  itself  heard  on  a few  occasions. 

It  seems  to  me  that  I have  heard  that  the 
Sheridan  Division  was  organized  good  and  strong, 
but  they  keep  awful  quiet  about  it. 

Now,  come  out  of  this  trance,  brothers,  and 
let's  make  it  appear  that  we  are  alive  on  the  old 
Burlington.  How  can  you  expect  our  system 
division  to  flourish  and  remain  alive  if  all  the 
members  drop  off  to  sleep  and  are  never  heard 
from? 

Does  it  not  make  you  feel  just  a trifle  ashamed 
when  in  every  Telegrapher  you  pick  up  you 
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read  a nice,  long  write-up  from  our  adjoining 
sister  divisions? 

The  only  way  we  can  keep  up  interest  is  for 
each  division  to  have  a correspondent  and  have 
a good  write-up  in  each  issue  of  The  Telegrapher, 
and  to  bring  the  matter  to  some  definite  head  I 
suggest  that  each  brother  interested  write  to  the 
local  chairman  of  his  respective  division  and 
offer  a suggestion  and  recommend  that  some  cer- 
tain brother,  who  is  aware  would  fill  the  position 
satisfactorily,  be  appointed  by  the  local  chairman 
as  correspondent,  and  then  every  brother  furnish 
items  to  the  local  chairman  not  later  than  the 
15th  of  each  month,  and  he  to  forward  to  the 
local  correspondent  to  be  sent  to  The  Teleg- 
rapher. All  should  be  enough  interested  in  this 
matter  to  take  hold  and  push  it  along. 

There  are  a number  of  nons  on  this  division 
that  will  come  into  the  fold  if  you  will  only  get 
after  them.  Do  not  give  them  a minute’s  rest 
until  you  secure  their  application. 

We  also  have  two  or  three  backsliders.  All  the 
brothers  know  them.  Don’t  you  feel  mighty 
mean,  boys?  Better  slip  back  in  first  pay-day. 

I think  the  comparison  made  by  a brother  in 
a recent  issue  of  The  Telegrapher  to  the  effect 
that  a telegrapher  accepting  an  increase  without 
belonging  to  the  Order  securing  it  for  them  is 
accepting  alms,  covers  the  situation  exactly. 

This  applies  to  overtime  as  well  as  a raise  in 
salary. 

Now,  brothers,  let  us  get  down  to  business. 
The  warm  weather  is  over  with  and  there  is  no 
excuse  for  further  silence.  You  surely  do  not 
want  to  go  back  to  where  we  started  from  a year 
ago,  but  we  certainly  will  do  so  unless  you  wake 
up  and  get  to  work. 

Our  officers  cannot  do  it  all  by  any  means. 

Trusting  that  the  brothers  will  awaken  to  their 
own  interests  and  take  a more  lively  part  in  the 
organization,  1 will  cut  out  for  this  time. 

Bingo. 


Long  Island  Railway. 

Meeting  for  September  was  called  to  order  on 
.Saturday  evening  the  10th,  with  Bro.  Shields 
in  the  chair. 

This  meeting  was  poorly  attended,  and  much 
business  of  importance  to  all  members  was  brought 
before  this  meeting.  Bro.  White’s  resignation  as 
Chief  Telegrapher  was  accepted  with  regrets,  as 
we  are  sorry  to  lose  such  an  active  member.  It 
will  be  impossible  for  him  to  attend,  having  been 
appointed  post  office  railway  clerk.  Bro.  E.  P. 
Newcomb  was  elected  to  fill  vacancy  by  Bro. 
White’s  resignation.  It  leaves  the  Secretary  of 
Board  of  Adjustment  vacant,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
brothers  will  make  a better  showing  at  our  next 
meeting  to  elect  a successor  for  this  important 
position. 

Brothers,  why  do  you  neglect  your  interest  so 
much?  Do  you  consider  your  work  done  when 
you  pay  vour  dues?  If  so,  it  shows  you  are  sadly 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  question,  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  anyone  to  do  your  work  for  you. 


The  officers  alone  cannot  make  a successful  and 
prosperot.s  division  and  your  division  is  in  a 
highly  prosperous  condition  financially;  the  largest 
account  in  its  history  since  its  organization.  Why 
not  make  it  pay  large  dividends  for  its  stock- 
holders? You  can  only  do  this  in  one  way:  come 
out  once  a month  is  all  is  asked  of  you,  and  give 
your  moral  support  as  well  as  financial.  Do  you 
not  know  you  are  as  detrimental  to  your  organiza- 
tion by  staying  away  from  its  meetings  as  a non, 
for  he  does  not  support  it,  neither  do  you  by  your 
absence?  Do  not  ask  others  to  do  what  you  can 
but  will  not  do  yourself.  We  know  it  is  impossible 
for  a great  number  of  the  brothers  to  attend  who 
work  on  East  End,  while  others  have  no  excuse 
whatever,  yet  persist  in  making  themselves  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence. 

Wake  up,  brothers;  come  to  the  meetings;  work 
for  the  good  of  the  Order.  When  you  see  a non 
if  worthy  to  be  called  brother,  try  and  secure 
his  papers.  If  you  know  a brother  who  is  hack 
in  his  dues,  get  after  him  to  pay  up  at  once.  It 
is  just  as  important  to  secure  bis  dues  as  to  get  a 
new  member.  You  can  do  this  very  easily  when 
meeting  night  comes.  Attend  your  meeting,  re- 
member only  one  meeting  a month.  Save  this 
night  by  working  to  better  the  conditions  of  us 
all.  Wake  up  and  keep  Division  44  in  her  old 
place,  the  banner  division  of  the  East. 

Bro.  A.  L.  Ross  was  successful  applicant  for 
position  at  West  Woodside,  days. 

Bro.  J.  G.  Kelly  has  bid  in  Winfield,  days,  and 
says  he  will  have  more  time  for  the  blond  now. 

Bro.  F.  J.  Karch  fills  vacancy  at  Winfield,  nights, 
and  is  happy  since  coming  back  to  “FI.” 

Bro.  Sprague  tacked  a “V”  on  his  check  by 
bidding  in  Mt.  Olivett,  days.  Good  man  in  a 
warm  place. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Stevens,  better  known  as  Steve,  says 
he  is  going  South  for  the  winter  account  someone 
annexed  his  suit  case  with  all  his  winter  clothes 
as  he  was  moving  up  from  Manhattan  Beach  Jet. 

Bro.  Jake  Thuma  has  accepted  position  with  the 
Jersey  Central.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  Jake,  but  wiah 
you  luck. 

Bro.  Brown  lias  resumed  duty  at  Jamaica  block, 
days,  after  quite  a while  in  dispatcher’s  office. 

Bro.  L.  J.  White  has  left  services  L.  I.  Road 
to  try  his  luck  with  Uncle  Sam  as  postal  clerk, 
and  leaves  a host  of  friends  behind  who  wish  him 
luck  in  his  new  field. 

Bro.  £.  I\  Newcomb  was  elected  chief  to  fill 
vacancy  caused  by  Bro.  White’s  resignation. 

Bro.  Thos.  Hawkins,  of  Oakdale,  has  left  the 
road  to  go  in  the  cigar  business.  Says  he  will 
handle  only  the  blue  label  and  carry  an  up-to-date. 
Tom  was  very  popular  with  the  boys,  who  join  in 
wishing  him  success. 

Bro.  R.  R.  Donovan  goes  to  Bushwick  Jet., 
nights,  while  Mr.  Gray  is  in  dispatcher’s  office. 

Bro.  Sooy,  better  known  as  Chop,  is  doing 
stunts  at  L.  I.  Cross  over  3d  trick.  Chop  was 
caught  with  his  stovepipe  down  other  night  and 
engine  183  was  called  out  to  fumigate  or  thaw 
him  out,  so  he  could  copy  31. 
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Bro.  Wells,  of  Stony  Brook,  is  off  on  a two- 
weeks’  vacation;  first  he  has  had  in  five  years, 
and  hope  has  time  of  his  life.  Relieved  by  Mr. 
Hopkins. 

Bro.  Place,  agent  at  Queens,  is  taking  a well- 
earned  vacation.  Hank  says  he  is  thinking  of 
going  on  track  after  Bellmont  Park  is  finished. 
He  is  relieved  by  Bro.  Wintress.  ' 

Mr.  German,  from  Kings  Park,  is  successful  ap- 
plicant for  agency  ait  Port  Washington.  Pat  is  a 
good  feHow  and  should  have  an  up-to-date. 

Bro.  Coons  is  back  at  his  old  stand  since 
Kmono  Ave.  closed  up  for  winter.  This  makes 
Thompson  Ave.  solid. 

Bro.  Karch  is  working  extra  in  Bureau  of 
Questions,  while  the  ladies  are  off  on  their  vaca- 
tion. He  goes  to  Winfield,  nights,  when  they  re- 
turn. 

Bro.  Kelly,  Winfield,  days,  was  off  sick  for  two 
days;  relieved  by  Bro.  Hudson.  We  “13’*  Bro. 
Kelly  was  homesick  since  the  fair  lady  moved 
away,  anyhow  he  says  "WF”  had  no  attractions 
now. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Crotty,  Brushville,  days,  spent  a few 
days  with  friends  at  Hicksville.  Relieved  by  Mr. 
Hackctt,  who  wishes  to  take  out  citizen  papers 
in  Division  44. 

Bro.  D.  Filby,  agent  at  Little  Neck,  bid  in 
ticket  agent  and  operator  at  Huntington,  after 
burning  the  insulators  of  North  Shore  wires. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Grove,  of  Floral  Park,  nights,  expects 
to  make  a visit  to  his  old  home  in  Blue  Field, 
W.  Va.,  first  of  October. 

Bro.  Roe,  of  Corona,  nights,  was  down  to  Coney 
Island  a few  days  ago.  Fred  says  he  is  going 
to  get  married  before  he  goes  there  again.  We 
wonder  why? 

Card  2083. 


Southern  Pacific  Ry. 

Coast  Division — 

Since  last  report  we  have  gained  three  new 
nrcmbers  on  the  Coast  Division.  This,  no  doubt, 
sounds  very  few  to  the  most  of  you,  but  con- 
sider the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  we  have 
but  few  nons  over  here. 

Most  all  the  boys  find  that  business  is  rushing 
at  the  present  time,  as  we  now  have  the  Knight 
Templars  with  us  and  trains  running  -ten  minutes 
apart.  Look  out  for  the  train  orders  and  do  not 
overlook  any;  it  is  bad  business  when  you  do. 

I took  my  vacation  last  month  and  did  my 
best  to  see  all  that  I could  on  the  south  end; 
those  that  I skipped  I hope  will  pardon  me.  I 
happened  to  get  on  a tram  that  did  not  stop  at 
all  the  stations. 

It  does  a person  good  to  find  that  nearly 
every  station  is  solid  to  the  man,  and  where  we 
find  it  not  so  the  boys  are  very  favorable  toward 
us,  and  as  they  have  had  some  misfortune  of 
course,  they  cannot  afford  the  expense.  Two 
of  the  nons  that  I got  off  to  see  promised  that 
they  would  make  good  just  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  do  so.  Some  tell  me  that 
they  have  been  roosted  to  death  because  they  did 


not  belong.  Don’t  do  this,  boys;  it  don’t  do  any 
good  and  only  makes  a man  sore. 

I think  by  the  first  of  the  year  that  the  S.  P. 
line  will  be  solid.  This  is  sure  to  come  and  noth- 
ing can  stop  it  The  Southern  Pacific  is  doing  a 
fine  business  now,  and  the  beauty  of  it  is,  there 
are  no  Santa  Fe  cars  mixed  up  in  it.  It's  human 
nature  to  work  for  those  that  help  us,  and  the 
O.  R.  T.  is  surely  spreading  itself  for  roads  like 
the  S.  P.  Keep  it  up;  it’s  bully  work. 

A.  S.  Lin nell. 

Local  Chairman. 


C.,  St  P.f  M.  & O.  Ry. 


Mankato  Joint  Meeting — 


September  17th  was  the  date  set  for  calling  a 
joint  meeting  with  the  C.  & N.-W.  boys  at  Man- 
kato. While  Saturday  was  a poor  day  for  a lot 
of  the  M.  & I.  boys  to  get  away,  yet  a good 
attendance  was  present. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  with  us  General  Chair- 
man Troy,  of  the  C.  & N.-W.  system;  also 

General  Chairman  Liddane,  of  the  Omaha. 

The  M.  & I.  boys  held  their  business  meeting 
first  and  one  of  the  important  matters  brought 
up  was  the  purchase  of  a typewriter  for  the  use 
of  the  local  chairman  of  the  M.  & I.  It  now 
costs  $.2.00  per  month  to  rent  a mill,  and  this  will 
soon  amount  to  enough  to  purchase  a new  one. 
This  office  is  compelled  to  do  a great  amount  of 
typewriting  and  it  is  necessary  to  have  a mill. 
It  was  decided  to  start  a subscription  paper  over 
the  raid  asking  everybody  to  subscribe  what  they 
could  for  a new  typewriter.  Now,  boys,  under- 
stand this  machine  is  not  for  the  personal  owner- 
ship of  anybody.  It  is  the  property  of  the  M. 
& I.  Division  telegraphers,  but  is  to  be  left  with 
the  local  chairman  for  his  business.  When  any 
change  is  made  in  the  office  of  local  chairman,  the 
machine,  of  course,  goes  to  the  new  incumbent. 
I merely  make  this  explanation  so  that  some 
of  the  hoys  will  thoroughly  understand  it  and 
not  think  we  want  to  buy  the  local  chairman  a 
mill  for  his  personal  property.  It  would  be  none 
too  much  to  do  for  him  if  we  did,  but  some 
of  the  brothers  do  not  appreciate  the  amount  of 
work  done  by  him  for  us.  So,  when  you  get 
hold  of  the  paper,  put  down  all  you  can  spare. 

After  the  M.  & I.  boys  had  finished  up  their 
business,  the  meeting  was  turned  over  to  the 
C.  & N.-W.  boys  for  what  business  they  had  to 
transact,  after  which  it  was  turned  over  to  Gen- 
eral Chairman  Liddane. 

To  say  that  Bros.  Troy  and  Liddane  gave  us  a 
good  talk  would  not  cover  it.  It  was  great,  and 
I am  sorry  that  all  of  the  boys  could  not  have 
heard  it.  We  found  out  why  we  could  get  no 
news  from  the  “Katy”  boys  in  the  daily  papers. 
It  is  because  we  cannot  buy  an  inch  of  space 
to  state  the  facts  of  the  case.  We  also  learned 
that  C.  & N.-W.,  Division  76,  is  now  the  banner 
division,  having  more  members  than  any  division 
in  the  United  States,  Canada  or  Mexico.  This 
is  something  we  can  feel  proud  of,  and  should 
encourage  what  few  nons  there  are  left  to  get  in 
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line  and  have  our  committee*  represent  ioo  per 
cent  of  the  telegraphers  and  agents  when  they 
next  go  in.  Besides  a lot  of  facts  learned  which 
we  could  not  learn  any  other  way.  The  humorous 
side  was  not  forgotten  and  the  way  Bro.  Thomas 
of  the  C.  & N.-W.,  who  was  a boyhood  chum 
of  Bro.  Liddanc,  gave  us  his  past  history  was 
very  laughable.  It  proved  that  “Tubby,”  even 
from  boyhood  up  has  always  possessed  the  same 
big  heart  and  brotherly  feeling  for  a friend  in 
distress,  when  even  as  a boy  he  divided  his  last 
cent  to  help  a chum  out  of  trouble.  No  wonder 
the  boys  all  love  our  big  General  Chairman.  To 
meet  him  five  minutes  is  to  feel  you  have  known 
him  for  years,  and  to  feel  that  is  to  feel  we  have 
at  the  head  of  our  committee  a man  in  whom  we 
can  trust  our  affairs  and  a man  in  whom  the 
company  also  trust.  Besides  the  big  talks  we  had 
several  lesser  but  interesting  talks  by  members 
of  the  M.  & I.  and  the  C.  & N.-W. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Saturday  is  a bad 
day  for  most  of  the  M.  & I.  boys  to  get  away, 
we  had  a good  big  attendance  and  an  enthusiastic 
meeting. 


M.  & I.  Division — 

Bro.  Winkler  relieved  Bro.  Tcnny  at  Mountain 
Lake  a few  days  last  month,  then  went  to  Win- 
dom  and  relieved  Bro.  Levering  a few  nghts, 
going  from  there  to  Henderson  nights. 

Bro.  Levering,  of  Windom,  nights,  is  off  for  a 
month  or  more  harvesting  his  crop  on  his  north- 
ern farm.  Hope  he  won’t  get  any  wild  oats 
mixed  in  with  his  crop  of  good  grain. 

Bro.  Jas.  Gove,  who  has  been  at  Su  Falls  for 
nearly  a year,  is  relieving  Bro.  Levering  at  Win- 
dom. 

The  students  who  have  thirty  days  more  to  prac- 
tice are  wearing  a broad  smile  these  days  to 
see  SO-  many  of  the  night  offices  opening  up. 

Mr.  McGarrah,  late  student  at  Mountain  Lake, 
is  now  doing  the  owl  act  at  Bingham  Lake.  With 
such  tutors  as  Bros.  Cook  and  Tenny  he  ought  to 
make  good. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  Bro.  Fahey  leaving  the 
road.  Understand  he  has  left  us  for  good. 

Bro.  Fairchild,  of  Heron  Lake,  going  to  Worth- 
ington, nights. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Radke,  late  of  the  Wisconsin  Divi- 
sion, who  has  been  doing  relief  work  on  this 
division,  is  now  at  Heron  Lake,  nights. 

Bro.  Cook,  of  Mountain  Lake,  was  one  of  the 
lucky  ones  in  the  Devil’s  Lake  land  drawing,  but 
we  ‘‘13”  be  passed  up  his  chance. 

Bro.  D.  K.  Hale,  of  Windom,  had  a few  days 
off  last  month;  was  relieved  by  S.  S.  Long,  Mr. 
Long  going  from  Windom  to  Kasota,  nights. 

Bro.  Knapp,  of  Wilder,  enjoyed  a week’s  vaca- 
tion last  month  and  took  in  the  big  fairs  at  the 
twin  cities  and  Su  City.  He  was  judge  on  the 
pumpkins  and  made  good.  Bro.  Knapp  was  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  Ilimley,  late  of  the  C.  & Gt.  W. 

Bro.  Himlcy  went  from  Wilder  to  Truman  to 
relieve  Bro.  Atkmson  for  a month. 

Several  good  jobs  have  been  bulletined  the  past 
month.  Mr.  Pluderman,  of  “BD,”  gets  Montrose 


agency.  Bro.  Warren,  of  “MO,”  gets  Org  agency. 
Bro.  H.  L.  Glick  gets  Bigelow,  nights. 

Bro.  F.  Morris,  of  Delft,  is  off  for  his  vacation; 
relieved  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

We  “13”  Storden  station  will  be  opened  up 
October  1st;  unable  to  say  who  the  lucky  agent 
will  be,  but  it  is  a good  job  for  some  of  the 
boys. 

Fred  Shaker  is  back  at  Worthington,  days,  Bro. 
Stumm  returning  to  Heron  Lake,  days,  and  Bro. 
R.  A.  Redfield  takes  a vacation  visiting  his  folks 
at  Haywarden,  Mis.,  then  he  returns  to  his  old 
job  at  Elmore,  days. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Bro.  Hay  from  Montrose. 
Understand  he  resigned  on  account  of  his  baby’s 
health. 

E.  A.  Strande,  who  has  been  relieving  Bro. 
Galvin  at  West  Ave.,  has  left  the  division. 

Bro.  P.  F.  Gibson  is  relieving  at  West  Ave. 
until  the  new  man  is  appointed  on  the  bulletin. 

A.  C.  Turnbull  is  doing  the  day  buck  at  Cluff, 
relieving  Bro.  Glick. 

Mr.  Weisel,  who  signs  “W*”  in  “A”  office,  is 
on  the  boards  as  teacher  of  telegraphy  at  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  night  school  in  St.  Paul  this  winter. 
Evidently  “W”  is  ready  to  retire  and  is  educat- 
ing some  of  his  friends  to  take  his  job  in  a year 
or  so  when  he  gets  too  old  for  company’s  service. 
When  that  time  comes  he  can  have  some  pleasant 
reflections  to  pass  away  the  time. 

Bro.  Brant,  of  Pipestone,  is  now  at  Butterfield 
freight  office. 

Mr.  Foick,  new  man,  is  relieving  at  Pipestone 
until  man  is  appointed  on  bulletin. 

Bro.  Hakes,  of  “JC,”  went  up  into  northern 
Wisconsin  to  buy  a farm;  was  relieved  by  Bro. 
Moe. 

Bro.  Glick,  of  Bigelow,  is  now  regular  night 
man  at  Madelea,  where  he  can  get  a better  stand 
in  with  ma,  that  is,  his  wife’s  ma. 

Bro.  Gore,  of  Windom,  gets  the  appointment  at 
Sheldon,  nights. 

The  bulletin  is  a great  thing,  and  everybody 
w'ell  pleased  with  it. 

In  September  we  said,  “Mr.  Moe  had  better 
get  on  the  band  wagon/'  This  was  an  error,  as 
Bro.  Moe  has  been  on  the  band  wagon  for  a year, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  rectify  the  above  mistake. 
Assistant  correspondents,  please  be  careful  about 
this,  but  send  in  all  the  news. 

Div.  Cot. 


Wisconsin  Division — 

Bro.  F.  P.  Goss  is  taking  in  the  World’s  Fair 
at  St.  Lous,  and  will  visit  in  “York”  State  before 
returning.  Fred  has  a two-months’  leave. 

Bro.  R.  E.  Sheppard,  of  Tunnel,  is  relieving  at 
F.lroy  Yard,  nights,  while  Bro.  Goss  is  away,  and 
is  in  turn  relieved  by  Bro.  Otto  Balgard,  days,  and 
L.  E.  Lentsch  holds  down  Tunnel,  nights. 

Agent  Jay,  of  Warren,  is  taking  a much-needed 
rest,  being  relieved  by  Ed.  Strande.  This  is  fine 
business  for  Ld.;  brings  him  right  back  home. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  hear  that  Bro.  Roy 
Beggar’s  mother,  who  has  been  very  sick,  is  on  the 
road  to  recovery. 
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Bro.  Ruplinger,  of  Mondovi,  is  spending  his 
vacation  in  Portland,  Ore.  Br.  R.  E.  Quinn,  of 
Augusta,  is  dong  the  relieving  at  Mondovi,  and  is 
in  turn  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Johnston. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Ray,  of  Altoona,  nights,  has  resigned 
and  gone  to  the  Union  Pac. 

Bro.  Wimmer,  of  Knapp,  days,  is  taking  in  the 
sights  at  St.  Louis.  Bro.  Keene  handles  the  day 
trick  and  Creviston  the  night  during  his  absence. 

Bro.  Geo.  Clarke,  of  Hudson,  days,  has  up  and 
got  married  without  once  asking  our  advice  in 
the  matter,  and  has  so  far  failed  to  come  up 
with  the  cigars.  We  won’t  wait  much  longer,  Geo. 
Bro.  Sutliff  takes  the  day  trick  in  his  absence. 

The  big  storm  August  27th  played  havoc  with 
the  wires  west  of  Hudson,  breaking  off  all  the 
poles  and  otherwise  demolishing  the  lines.  It  be- 
came necessary  for  the  dispatchers  to  go  to  Rob- 
erts and  afterwards  to  Hudson  to  keep  things 
under  motion.  Took  about  three  days  to  get  things 
straightened  out  so  they  could  return  to  St.  Paul. 

Bros.  Bradley  and  Campbell  spent  one  day  at 
Lake  Elmo  with  Bro.  O’Brien.  They  caught  no 
fish,  although  they  had  many  mosquito  bites. 

Bro.  Liddane,  of  E.  St.  Paul,  was  off  a few 
days  this  month,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Geo. 
Girling.  Bro.  Adams,  of  Augusta,  held  it  down 
nights  in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  Stubbs  has  relieved  Mr.  Fernam  on  he 
car  job  in  St.  Paul,  the  latter  going  to  Itasca 
to  take  the  car  job  there. 

Bro.  I.  J.  Ferris  is  now  permanently  located 
as  agent  Deer  Park.  He  got  it  on  the  July 
bulletin. 

Bro.  Tinker,  agent  at  Bibon,  is  being  relieved 
by  Bro.  Kuhn,  of  Drummond.  Agent  Wm.  Kuhn 
relieves  his  brother  at  Drummond. 

There  is  a new  arrival  at  Bro.  Mcllree’s.  He 
requests  that  we  all  buy  a cigar  on  him.  Like  his 
nerve. 

Three  men  on  this  end  of  the  line  stiM  hold  out 
from  the  Order.  They  have  promised  time  and 
again.  It’s  about  time  to  make  good,  boys. 

Bro.  Barlow,  agent  Haugen,  has  resigned  and 
accepted  a position  as  manager  of  the  Railroad 
Eating  house  at  Itasca.  Bro.  C.  Peterson  relieves 
him  temporarily. 

Mr.  Carter  is  again  back  at  Chippewa  Falls  as 
agent.  His  relief,  Mr.  Mellinger,  has  returned  to 
St.  Paul. 

Bro.  Bayrel  is  relieving  Bro.  Durke  at  Bloomer; 
*'13”  he  is  not  stuck  on  the  agents’  overtime  deal. 
Mr.  Chase  relieved  Bro.  Bayrel  for  a few  days, 
Mr.  Wallace  relieving  him.  Bro.  Durkee  is  tak- 
ing a thirty-days'  leave  of  absence. 

Bro.  C.  McDonald  is  at  present  holding  down 
Cumberland,  nights,  Bro.  Kuehn  being  trans- 
ferred to  New  Richmond,  nights. 

Clayton,  nights,  has  been  reopened,  L.  C.  Crago 
acting  as  night  telegrapher. 

Bro.  Plympton,  agent  Clear  Lake,  is  taking  a 
vacation.  Bro.  Rothenberger  is  doing  the  agent’s 
work  at  that  place  in  his  abeence,  Bro.  T.  A. 
Berg  acting  as  telegrapher. 

Bro.  Quinlan  has  resumed  his  old  position  as 
agent  at  Stanton. 


We  are  very  sorry  to  announce  that  A.  F.  Hahn, 
a former  member  of  this  division,  has  inserted 
an  ad.  in  a Merrillan  paper  regarding  a telegraph 
school  which  he  has  started  at  Humbird,  and 
soliciting  students.  Understand  he  has  since  been 
persuaded  bo  abandon  the  plan. 

The  St.  Paul  Globe,  September  10th,  contained 
the  announcement  that  the  instructor  in  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Telegraph  School  for  the  coming  season 
would  be  Mr.  Wisel,  of  Mr.  Hope’s  office.  It  is 
needless  to  say  more  in  this  matter. 

We  arc  pleased  to  state  that  the  paid-up  mem- 
bership on  Omaha  is  the  greatest  now  that  it  ever 
has  been.  There  are  a few  scattering  ones  still 
out  in  the  cold,  and  with  all  the  new  offices 
opening  up  on  the  Northern  District,  which  will 
doubtless  be  filled  to  a great  extent  with  "brand 
new"  men,  will  keep  us  all  busy  if  we  are  going 
to  have  them  all  cleaned  up  by  the  first  of  the 
year,  and  that’s  just  what  we  are  figuring  on 
doing. 

Div.  Con. 


Twin  City  Telegraphers  Club. 

That  the  Twin  City  Telegraphic  Club  has  come 
to  stay  was  clearly  demonstrated  by  an  enthusiastic 
and  well  attended  meeting  last  Monday  night 

Several  members  of  the  club  gave  us  food  for 
reflection  in  short  and  pointed  talks  on  various 
subjects  pertaining  to  the  O.  R.  T.  While  our 
worthy  President,  Bro.  Beame,  who  has  just 
returned  from  a two-weeks’  fishing  trip  at  Lincoln, 
gave  us  a very  interesting  and  accurate  description 
of  the  fish  he  did  not  catch. 

Bro.  Cram,  from  the  Wisconsin  Central,  wan- 
dered in  and  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  the 
difficulties  encountered  in  organizing  and  the  way 
to  overcome  them. 

We  missed  Bro.  Wolfe,  recently  working  at  Min- 
nesota Transfer,  but  understood  he  will  be  back 
soon. 

They  say  Bro.  Fitzgerald  has  at  last  been 
caught  bj  some  fair  maid  over  in  Merriam  Park. 
Think  there  must  be  some  truth  in  it,  as  he 
has  missed  the  last  two  or  three  meetings. 

In  the  Twin  City  Telegraphers  Club  we  have 
the  chance  to  meet,  exchange  ideas,  become  per- 
sonally acquainted,  and  in  every  way  promote  that 
brotherly  feeling,  which  insures  that  harmony  and 
good-fellowship  which  is  the  strength  of  all  labor 
organizations. 

We  now  have  a permanent  entertainment  com- 
mittee who  will  furnish  some  kind  of  special  en- 
tertainment for  each  regular  meeting. 

We  intend  making  the  meetings  so  attractive 
that  the  boys  will  even  forego  the  pleasure  of 
going  to  see  their  best  girl  in  order  to  attend, 
and  while  the  attendance  has  been  decidedly  sat- 
isfactory in  the  past,  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
cannot  be  more  then  double.  There  must  be 
fully  two  hundred  brothers  in  the  Twin  Cities 
who  could  attend.  Now,  brothers,  take  a little 
more  interest  in  the  Order,  and  come  out  and 
meet  with  us  and  see  for  yourselves  just  what 
we  are  doing.  You  are  not  obliged  to  join  the 
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club,  but  we  feel  sure  if  you  come  once  you  will 
certainly  come  again.  Give  us  the  benefit  of  your 
ideas  on  the  various  questions  that  come  before 
the  meeting,  and  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  give 
you  the  benefit  of  our  ideas  also. 

The  other  railway  organizations  have  a great 
advantage  over  us  in  this  respect.  The  members 
are  located  at  a division  point  where  they  have 
a chance  to  meet  and  become  personally  acquainted 
and  discuss  their  affairs.  While  the  telegraphers 
aie  scattered  to  the  four  winds,  as  a rule,  and 
rarely  meet  in  this  manner,  therefore,  to  the 
telegraphers  of  the  Twin  Cities  and  vicinity  is 
presented  an  opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  very  advantage.  They  will  find  it  to  their 
own  advantage  as  well  as  untold  good  to  our 
noble  Order.  Let  each  and  everyone  of  us  put 
our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  all  together  we 
will  certainly  realize  our  hopes  sooner  than  the 
most  of  us  anticipate. 

We  expect  to  give  a grand  ball  on  October  31st 
with  an  oyster  supper  in  our  hall,  and  judging 
by  our  past  efforts  in  this  line  the  hall  will 
certainly  be  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity.  AW 
brothers  who  can  come  are  cordially  invited  to 
come  and  bring  your  family,  wife  or  sweetheart, 
and  we  will  guarantee  you  the  swellest  time  of 
your  life. 

If  this  article  does  not  find  the  waste  basket 
in  Bro.  Quick’s  sanctum  sanctorum  will  tell  you 
all  about  our  next  meeting  in  the  next  journal, 
but  I sincerely  hope  you  will  come  and  see  for 
yourselves  what  is  going  on. 

Club  Correspondent. 


From  Detroit. 

Will  you  •'lease  publish  the  following  in  order 
to  show  jt  boys  what  one  man  ait  least  thinks 
about  thi  Order  and  the  M.,  K.  & T.  strike,  who 
is  still  in  the  uninitiated  stage  of  the  profession. 

Today  a graduate  of  the  Train  Dispatchers’ 
School  of  Telegraphy  came  into  my  office  and 
informed  me  that  he  had  answered  the  advertise- 
ment for  operators  on  the  M.,  K.  Sc  T.,  and  on 
finding  that  there  was  a strike  on  there  took  the 
next  train  for  home.  He  said  he  wouldn’t  work 
where  a strike  was  on  for  anything,  and  further- 
more, said  that  as  soon  as  he  had  the  required 
experience  to  make  him  eligible  he  was  going  to 
join  the  Order. 

He  said  that  if  the  boys  would  hang  together 
like  they  are  now  doing,  that  he  had  no  doubt 
but  that  they  would  win  the  strike.  This  goes 
to  show  that  all  the  products  of  the  telegraph 
schools  are  not  scabs,  and  while  we  deplore  the 
fact  that  the  profession  is  being  taught  wholesale 
in  some  places,  yet  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
the  idea  of  unionism  and  a proper  regard  for  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  is  creeping  even 
into  the  telegraph  schools. 

The  young  man  in  question  informed  me  that 
all  the  schools  were  good  for  was  to  learn  one 
the  alphabet,  and  that  they  had  to  acquire  some 
actual  experience  out  on  the  road  before  becoming 
proficient.  This  without  questioning  on  my  part, 
either. 


This  talk  from  a graduate  from  such  a school, 
coming  as  it  does  from  one  who  knows,  may  prove 
interesting  for  some  of  the  boys,  and  also  goes 
to  show  that  since  we  cannot  stop  the  learning 
of  students  in  such  a place  it  is  better  for  us  to 
treat  them  right  till  after  we  find  out  how  they 
stand,  and  as  fast  as  they  become  eligible,  unite 
them  with  the  Order,  in  order  that  we  may  all 
pull  together  instead  of  having  an  offended  class 
either  pulling  against  us,  or  at  least  refusing  to 
help.  File  H. 


Wilmington  Division,  No.  58. 

We  are  at  the  close  of  another  heavy  fruit 
season  and  yet  have  not  even  asked  for  a single 
thing  from  our  officials.  I think  it  is  time  we 
were  making  our  wants  known,  and  this  is  a good 
time  to  make  such  a move.  We  have  all  worked 
hard  during  the  past  season,  and  the  company  has 
profited  largely  through  our  efforts  and  hard 
work.  Why  not  make  some  move?  ' Let  us  all 
get  to  work  and  bring  in  some  more  members, 
swell  our  membership  as  much  as  possible,  then 
act.  The  main  line  of  the  Delaware  Division  is 
almost  solid.  Get  to  work  on  the  branch  roads; 
they  are  beginning  to  realize  the  need  they  have 
of  our  grand  and  noble  Order.  Go  to  work  in 
earnest,  for  you  all  know  that  we  can  accomplish 
great  things  by  uniting  our  strength,  while  alone 
we  can  do  nothing. 

See  what  other  roads  are  doing  while  we  are 
standing  still.  No,  not  standing  still,  for  we  must 
move  one  way  or  the  other,  and  we  must  move 
forward  and  we  will. 

Let  us  hear  from  some  other  members.  I would 
like  to  see  something  each  and  every  month  in 
The  Telegrapher  from  the  Delaware  Division. 

Cert.  No.  449. 


Illinois  Central  Ry. 

Chicago  Division — 

Chicago  Division  met  in  Gilman  on  the  night 
of  September  3d,  with  a fair  attendance,  thirty 
being  present.  Chairman  C.  H.  Holmes  called  the 
meeting  to  order  under  whose  supervision  the 
important  business  was  soon  disposed  of. 

Existing  conditions  of  Division  93  and  what  the 
conditions  should  be  was  discussed  as  Bro.  Holmes, 
who  will  represent  us  at  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  in  a few  days,  desired  to  know 
just  what  the  membci  ship  wanted  before  the  com- 
mittee assembled  to  draft  a new  schedule  or  revise 
the  old  one.  If  each  member  of  this  committee 
will  do  likewise  there  will  be  no  need  of  a long- 
drawn  session  preparing  the  schedule,  which  we 
hope  will  contain  reasonable  demands  only,  thereby 
doing  away  with  a long-drawn  controversy  with 
the  management. 

The  question  of  a regular  and  permanent  meet- 
ing point  was  brought  up  and  discussed,  and  ft 
was  decided  to  have*  two  regular  meeting  places, 
one  at  Gilman  and  one  at  Champaign.  Owing  to 
the  present  train  service  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  die  boys  in  the  Champaign  district  to  attend 
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meetings  in  Gilman.  Hall  will  be  procured  at 
both  places  and  the  first  regular  meetings  will 
be  held  at  Gilman  the  second  Saturday  night,  and 
at  Champaign  the  third  Saturday  night  in  October, 
and  every  second  and  third  Saturday  night  in 
each  month  thereafter.  Please  make  a note  of 
this  apd  make  it  a point  to  be  present  at  one  place 
or  the  other. 

A full  cabinet  was  appointed  for  the  Gilman 
branch,  and  hereafter  our  meetings  will  be  con- 
ducted as  the  ritual  directs.  Similar  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  Champaign  branch. 

It  was  suggested  that  arrangements  be  made  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  wives  and  sweethearts 
of  the  membership  in  some  way,  so  they  can 
accompany  their  husbands  or  best  fellows,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  our  place  of  meeting  and  get 
acquainted.  I think  the  idea  a good  one;  makes 
our  meetings  a kind  of  family  reunion. 

In  union  there  is  strength.  As  a result  of  a 
united  pull  please  notice  the  passenger  equip- 
ment of  the  Santa  Fc  now  being  used  on  the  I.  C. 
and  other  roads  who  are  disposed  to  treat  their 
employes  half-way  right  at  least.  The  O.  R.  T. 
has  pulled  business  away  from  the  Santa  Fe 
until  their  only  way  of  getting  revenue  out  of 
all  this  equipment  is  to  lease  the  surplus  to  other 
lines.  Cert.  457. 


Champaign  Meeting — 

It  is  with  pleasure  and  a great  deal  of  satis- 
faction to  myself  that  I am  able  to  chronicle  the 
proceedings  of  our  meeting  at  Champaign,  111., 
September  17,  last,  and  while  we  were  blessed 
with  a goodly  number  present,  I hope  those  who 
may  read  these  lines  will  feel  like  kicking  them- 
selves for  not  attending  this  meeting.  I see  no 
reason  why  every  office  south  of  Champaign  could 
not  have  been  represented.  Instead  of  staying 
at  home  you  might  meet  with  your  more  en- 
thusiastic brethren  and  help  the  good  work  along 
at  least  by  your  presence,  and  vote  on  any  question 
which  comes  before  the  meeting.  A shirk  is  not 
the  kind  of  stuff  railroad  presidents  are  made  of. 
If  you  do  not  care  enough  to  put  your  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  help  push  in  every  good  and  just 
cause  for  yourselves  and  posterity,  you  are  not 
the  kind  of  a man  who  will  hustle  for  his  em- 
ployers. If  one  shows  a lukewarmness  in  his  own 
interests,  what  could  he  be  expected  to  accomplish 
for  the  interests  of  others? 

Bro.  Holmes  not  being  present,  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Bro.  Weatherford,  who  ad- 

dressed the  meeting  in  a neat  Httle  speech,  advising 
the  boys  that  on  account  of  some  unknown 

cause  Bro.  Holmes  could  not  be  present;  but 

nevertheless,  those  present  should  not  be  entirely 
disappointed  (and  we  were  not). 

Bro.  Weatherford  then  appointed  Bro.  Granger 
as  acting  chief  telegrapher  for  the  evening. 

Bro.  Granger,  taking  charge  of  the  gavel,  in- 
formed the  meeting  that  in  the  absence  of  the 
chief  telegrapher  and  secretary  the  minutes  of 
previous  meeting  would  be  dispensed  with,  and 
called  upon  Bro.  Me,  of  "FE,”  for  a speech. 
Now,  boys,  I want  to  say  right  here  Bro.  Me 


is  an  orator  of  the  old  school,  and  the  way  he 
gave  it  to  the  stay-at-homes  and  nons  was  a 
fright.  He  did  not  overlook  you  fellows  who  are 
putting  yourselves  up  as  professors  either. 

The  chief  then  called  upon  Bro.  Weatherford. 

Bro.  Weatherford’s  remarks  were  brief  and  to 
the  point 

We  were  then  favored  with  a few  choice  selec- 
tions by  the  Big  Four  Quartette.  Come  again, 
boys. 

After  a few  more  brief  talks  from  several  of 
the  boys  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  again 
at  same  place  third  Saturday  in  October,  9:30 
p.  m.,  sharp.  Now,  boys,  try  and  be  present  and 
let  each  and  everyone  come  prepared  to  do  some- 
thing. Make  a talk  or  give  us  a song  and  help 
to  make  these  meetings  interesting. 

Cert.  1949. 


Tennessee  Division — 

Seeing  that  the  brothers  on  the  Tennessee  Divi- 
sion still  continue  to  drag  along  in  the  old,  sleepy 
state,  and  do  not  seem  to  take  any  interest  or 
active  part  in  contributing  an  item  of  news  to 
our  journal,  the  division  correspondent  will  en- 
deavor to  get  a few  kerns  together  in  time  for 
the  October  number. 

Business  has  become  very  dull  on  the  division 
during  the  last  month  or  two,  necessitating  the 
laying  off  of  a number  of  freight  crews  and  the 
abolishing  of  a full  set  of  dispatchers  in  Fulton, 
which  requires  each  trick  man  on  each  district 
to  work  Memphis  to  Mounds  and  Jackson  to 
Paducah.  This  makes  a long  "string”  and  re- 
quires the  men  to  "lay  to”  pretty  close  during 
their  eight  hours'  grind. 

There  is  one  thing  gratifying  to  know  that  no 
retrenchment  has  been  made  in  the  telegraph  de- 
partment outside  of  the  Fulton  office,  every  mem- 
ber being  at  work  steadily,  which  every  brother 
should  appreciate  by  attending  strictly  to  business 
and  giving  good  service.  We  could  not  show  our 
appreciation  in  a better  way. 

Bro.  Bradford  has  been  distinguished  by  a pro- 
motion from  general  agent  and  yard  master  at 
Fulton  to  division  agent,  his  jurisdiction  extending 
over  the  entire  Tennessee  Division.  This  pro- 
motion has  been  well  merited,  but  the  brothers 
regret  to  know  that  his  additional  duties  necessi- 
tated his  resigning  as  local  chairman,  Bro.  Robert- 
son being  elected  to  that  office. 

The  General  Committee,  which  is  now  in  session 
at  Anna,  111.,  for  the  purpose  of  formulating  a 
revised  schedule,  is  composed  of  some  of  the  most 
active  members  of  Division  No.  93,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  when  our  schedule  is  presented  that 
all  grievances  will  be  agreeably  and  amicably  ad- 
justed, both  by  the  railway  officials  and  for  the 
betterment  of  our  organization. 

Brothers  who  have  any  grievance,  no  matter  of 
what  nature,  will  please  take  up  with  our  local 
chairman,  Bro.  Robertson,  at  Obion,  Tenn.,  who 
will  lay  the  matter  before  the  local  officers,  and  if 
a settlement  cannot  be  reached  the  General  Com- 
mittee will  have  time  to  act  before  the  present 
session  closes.  Cert.  i439- 
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Dubuque  Division — 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  glance  over  the 
inspiring  letters  from  nearly  all  over  this  great 
country.  The  September  number  is  before  me 
and  I have  been  reading  the  conditions  prevailing 
on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  system.  Surely,  the  sympathy 
of  any  loyal  brother  is,  or  at  least  I believe  ought 
to  be,  with  the  brothers  that  are  striving  piac- 
tically  for  a recognition. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  interested  shall 
conduct  themselves  in  a manner  that  will  be  a 
credit  to  our  beloved  Order  now  and  ever. 

Our  division,  while  a little  on  the  quiet  in 
appearing  upon  the  pages  of  The  Railkoad  Teleg- 
rapher, is  still  quite  alive. 

Bro.  Dave  Townsend  has  been  trying  about 
all  the  tricks  as  a dispatcher,  and  is  quite  efficient 
for  the  emergency.  He  has  now  settled  down  to 
run  things  at  night  on  the  Albert  Lea  district. 
Bro.  Westfall,  dispatching  on  the  same,  days. 
Old  “F”  is  hard  to  beat. 

Bro.  Calby,  at  Mitchell,  knows  how  to  run 
things  when  the  wires  fail. 

Bro.  Dodd  manipulates  things  around  Osage  to 
suit  his  own  taste,  and  is  quite  a handy  man  for 
relaying  the  Western  Union  business  for  the  offices 
that  are  not  as  yet  supplied  with  a Western  Union 
wire.  “JN”  appears  to  be  the  happiest  mortal 
on  earth,  since  he  got  some  one  to  share  his 
pleasures  and  woes  for  life. 

Bro.  Hamblin,  at  Glenville,  is  the  boy  that  can 
show  anyone  where  to  head  in,  when  it  comes 
to  real  rapidity  and  perfect  accuracy.  He  has  had 
a few  examples  in  which  victory  was  always  on 
his  side. 

There  are  several  others  of  which  we  might  say 
a few  words  at  least,  but  we  will  avoid  tres- 
passing on  good  nature  so  far  as  possible,  but 
let  us  try  and  have  a few  lines  every  month. 
We  are  receiving  good  things  that  were  brought 
about  through  the  instrumentality  induced  by  the 
Order.  Why  not  have  a few  words  of  testimony 
to  show  at  least  our  appreciation? 

The  railroad  officials  are  recognizing  the  fact 
that  the  Order  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
company  they  represent.  It  is,  therefore,  of  vital 
importance  that  each  individual  member  do  his 
part  to  bring  about  such  results  that  shall  be 
an  honor  to  himself  and  the  great  organization 
that  he  represents.  Answering  calls  promptly  and 
furnishing  satisfactory  information  is  also  a portion 
that  cannot  very  well  be  over-estimated  in  the 
telegraph  service. 

Hoping  that  some  one  will  furnish  some  data 
each  month,  I will  cut  out,  bidding  one  and  all 
“73-”  Cert.  1894. 


Louisiana  Division — 

Well,  brothers,  while  I am  loafing,  I will  try 
to  hand  you  a few  hundred.  I don’t  “hend”  very 
good  stuff,  but  I guess  you  can  copy  me. 

The  meeting  of  Division  93,  in  McMahon’s  Hall, 
New  Orleans,  September  18th,  was  called  to  order 
at  8:30  p.  m.,  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Eccleston,  Chief 
Telegrapher.  Many  interesting  subjects  were  dis- 
cussed, and  letters  of  interest  were  read.  Owing 


to  I.  C.  No.  3 being  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes 
late,  we  did  not  have  a very  large  crowd. 

All  the  boys  said  they  enjoyed  the  little  meeting. 
We  will  have  regular  monthly  meetings  in  McMa- 
hon’s Hall  on  the  fourth  Saturday  night  of  each 
month,  October  22d  being  the  next  meeting  night. 
Let  all  the  brothers  make  special  effort  to  be 
present.  We  expect  to  have  two  candidates  to 
“ride  the  goat.” 

“The  two  happy  travelers,”  Sisters  Cumming 
and  Furlow,  have  returned  after  an  extended  tour 
of  tfhe  Eastern  and  Canadian  watering  resorts. 
Bro.  G.  C.  Liby  has  been  assigned  to  the  position 
of  ticket  agent  at  Yazoo  City. 

Bro.  E.  J.  Jay  is  now  agent  at  Chatawa,  Miss, 
after  working  night  for  some  time.  "J”  is  fine 
business  and  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  getting 
such  a lucrative  position. 

Bro.  G.  A.  Adams,  formerly  nights  at  Hammond, 
is  now  night  manager  at  McComb. 

Miss  A.  Boudousquie,  one  of  our  new  members, 
is  working  nights  at  Fonohatoula.  All  of  our 
Sisters  are  enthusiastic  members. 

J.  L.  Pool  is  doing  the  extra  stunts.  “SA” 
is  an  old-timer  and  is  right  there  with  the  goods, 
having  gotten  his  new  card. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Comfort,  agent  Hazlehurst,  has 
resumed  work  after  a severe  siege  of  typhoid 
fever. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  give  you  a line-up 
of  the  brothers  on  the  division,  and  very  near 
all  of  the  nons  are  well  known.  There’s  **S,”  at 
Harahan,  has  promised  to  join  the  first  of  the 
year.  Strickland,  at  Kenner  Jet.,  is  drawing  a 
$7.50  raise  secured  by  the  Order.  This  amount 
has  evidently  had  very  poor  effect,  as  he  has  failed 
to  pay  up.  It’s  now  up  to  the  dynamiters. 

The  king  of  nons  is  *‘SU,”  at  “CO,”  New 
Orleans.  “SU”  (Mr.  G.  B.  Stewart)  has  stood 
the  boys  off  with  a hard  luck  story  and  a promise 
to  join  for  the  past  year  and  a half.  Recently,  in 
one  of  his  letters  to  a brother,  he  said:  “The 

class  of  men  in  the  O.  R.  T.  are  not  what  I wish 
to  associate  with,  and  there  are  too  many  drunken 
bums,  whom  I don’t  care  to  call  a brother.”  Of 
course,  such  remarks  are  not  doubt  appreciated 
by  our  brothers.  We  admit  there  are  some  hum- 
mers in  the  Order  who  carry  up-to-dates,  but  I 
wonder  if  Stewart  ever  considered  for  a minute 
the  element  that  remains  out  of  the  Order.  Let 
us  cite  him  the  drunkards  and  criminals  of  all 
kinds.  Brothers,  “Remember  the  Maine.” 

Now,  boys,  don’t  forget  the  fourth  Saturday 
night  in  October,  and  let  all  the  boys  who  pos- 
sibly can  be  on  hand.  There  is  a big  time  in 
sight. 

Div.  Co*. 


Northern  Pacific  Ry. 

St.  Paul  Division — 

Many  things  have  transpired  since  our  last  write- 
up in  The  Telegrapher  two  months  ago  that  all 
ought  to  know. 

What  our  General  Committee  accomplished  is 
common  property.  It  now  seems  to  be  the  object 
of  some  one  to  spread  all  kinds  of  stories  in  order 
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to  cause  dissatisfaction  in  the  ranks  of  the  O.  R. 
T.  and  in  this  way  disrupt  the  organization  on 
this  road.  In  fact,  there  are  two  men  on  the 
pay-roll  of  the  company  doing  this  work  at  the 
present  time,  and  they  carry  up-to-date  cards  also, 
so  be  on  your  guard.  If  you  want  any  informa- 
tion write  your  local  chairman  and  he  will  give 
you  the  facts. 

We  have  put  our  good  money  into  this  thing 
and  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  out  by  being  hood- 
winked by  those  interested  in  our  disruption;  at 
any  rate  do  not  be  taken  in  by  such,  an  old 

Changes  in  the  Hne-up  of  the  men  have  been 
fast  and  furious  during  the  past  two  months, 
owing  to  regular  men  taking  vacations  and  open- 
ing new  offices  for  summer  business. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Porter,  agent  Gladstone,  exchanged 
with  Bro.  Lytle,  who  goes  to  Cromwell,  Minn., 
on  the  Lake  Superior  Division.  We  are  sorry  to 
lose  Bro.  Lytle,  as  he  is  a hustler  and  always 
awake,  but  our  loss  is  the  gain  of  the  other 
fellows. 

Bro.  Cunningham  is  back  at  Miss.  Str.  again, 
having  completed  his  job  of  farming  and  looking 
after  the  queen  bees.  Bro.  Lapoleam  relieved 
Ci.  B.  Ogilvie  in  the  trainmaster’s  office,  while  the 
later  took  in  the  World’s  Fair,  but  is  back,  days, 
a Miss.  Str.  again. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Johnson,  who  relieved  Bro.  Lapham, 
goes  to  University  Avenue  to  run  the  block. 

Bro.  John  Hodgson,  nights,  at  Northtown  Jot., 
vice  Bro.  M.  J.  Johnson,  who  goes  back  to  his 
old  stand  at  Big  Lake. 

The  telegraphers  come  out  of  Park  Jet.  October 
i st,  and  the  salary  has  be.r  cut  from  $67  to  $45 
per  month.  We  have  one  member  there  and  he 
will  be  taken  care  of.  The  non-member  may  stand 
the  cut  and  stay  there,  because  he  cannot  help 
himself  and  has  no  backing. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Sharkey,  agent  Anoka,  resigned.  Bro. 
E.  C.  Mero  is  now  agent  and  Bro.  M.  M.  Trumer, 
who  has  been  doing  relief  work  at  Morris  and 
Becker,  relieving  Bros.  Powers  and  Doty,  is  on 
days,  H.  Rabbit  working  nights  at  Anoka,  goes  to 
Ratndall,  nights,  relieving  Bro.  Ehr,  who  goes  on 
nights  at  Royalton,  which  has  been  opened  for 
the  busy  season.  Mr.  Rabbit  is  an  ex-member  and 
promises  to  get  back  in  line  as  soon  as  able. 
l>on’t  let  him  forget. 

Bro.  Rhoda,  agent  Elk  River,  has  been  relieving 
Bro.  Ward,  agent  Sank  Center.  Bro.  G.  A.  Mero 
relieved  Bro.  Rhoda. 

Bro.  Frazier,  agent  Clear  La£e,  off  on  a vaca- 
tion; relieved  by  H.  A.  Lewis.  Lewis  has  prom- 
ised to  make  out  papers,  but  appears  to  be  some- 
what slow.  Keep  after  him. 

Bro.  Quinn,  of  St.  Cloud,  has  resigned  to  accept 
a position  elsewhere. 

Bro.  C.  L.  Kinner,  days  at  St.  Cloud.  We  are 
glad  to  note  that  Bro.  Kinner  has  returned  to 
work  since  his  recent  experience  in  the  hospital 
at  Brainerd.  He  cannot  now  work  at  places  where 
there  is  any  outside  work,  and  it  \s  hoped  that 
the  boys  will  make  an  exception  in  his  case  and 


let  him  hold  the  night  job  at  St.  Cloud,  or  sonic 
other  place  where  he  has  a baggageman. 

Bro.  Fitch,  agent  Rices,  off  on  vacation;  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  Kline,  night  man. 

Bro.  F.  J.  Thomas,  days  at  Little  Falls,  on 
vacation,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Fuller,  night  man, 
who  was  relieved  by  Bro.  S.  E.  Hugo,  of  Division 
23- 

The  Mayor  of  Lincoln,  Mr.  Reed,  has  returned 
to  work,  so  Bro.  Miles  went  on  nights.  Bro. 
Miles  is  now  on  a vacation,  being  relieved  by 
Bro.  Shepard,  of  Division  126.  Both  Miles  and 
Shepard  can  tell  some  good  fish  stories. 

When  members  of  other  divisions  come  to  work 
on  this  division,  members  should  sec  to  it  that 
they  are  transferred  at  once.  Send  their  card 
and  certificate  number  to  our  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer is  all  that  is  necessary.  We  gain  financially 
by  doing  this. 

All  of  the  members  should  make  it  a point  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Twin  City  Telegraphic 
Club.  They  make  a specialty  of  curing  weak  back- 
bones and  sore  eyes.  October  31st  they  will  give 
a grand  ball,  which  will  be  the  society  event  in 
O.  R.  T.  circles  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Look  for  notice  on  another  page  of  this  journal. 

Cert.  127. 

Yellcwstone  Division — 

Most  of  us  have  received  our  new  ’phones. 
They  wtll  be  a big  item  in  way  of  increasing 
efficiency  of  train  runs  and  apt  to  do  away  with 
the  practice  of  “flagging  over”  from  some  blind 
siding  by  a freight  stuck  there  account  of  trains 
falling  down.  They  will  also  be  handy  for  some 
of  our  poor  brothers  to  get  in  communication  with 
his  girl,  who  may  be  located  some  few  stations 
away,  but  as  a means  of  superseding  the  telegraph. 
“Nit.”  On  a single  track  line  and  for  use  of 
train  orders  generally  they  are  about  as  effective 
as  other  ham  service,  and  you  all  know  what  that 
amounts  to.  As  an  aid  they  are  0.  K.,  but  they 
increase  the  work  at  all  offices  in  which  they  are 
placed.  As  a train  order  proposition,  providing 
all  is  in  good  working  order.  They  will  grade 
up  about  one- half  in  time  in  favor  of  the  telegraph. 

If  you  wish  to  test  the  matter  as  to  time  for 
copying  an  order  used  by  either  ’phones  or 
telegraphing,  get  out  your  sounder  and  go  at  it; 
see  for  yourselves  which  is  the  quickest  in  getting 
down  thirty-five  words  per  minute. 

Some  seem  to  think  they  are  preventative  of 
strikes  to  a certain  extent.  Well,  they  have 
’phones  on  the  “Katy.” 

We  have  enough  ahead  to  hold  out  for  one  year 
down  on  the  "Katy,”  and  while  it  lasts  wc  will 
look  at  the  fun,  and  then  dig  up  for  another 
year.  This  gives  plenty  of  excitement  all  round, 
and  it  pays.  No  other  road  wants  the  same  dose. 
The  strike  on  the  “Katy”  was  the  cheapest  way 
of  illustrating  it  so  it  would  “strike”  home. 

While  so  many  candidates  ask  our  support  polit 
ically  this  year,  why  should  we  not  try  to  get 
some  legislation  done  for  us?  Your  vote  counts 
one,  anyway;  then  you  certainly  have  a friend  or 
so  who  will  help  you  out  on  a vote  for  the  man 
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you  select  to  do  your  work  in  way  of  legislation. 

If  you  arc  going  into  the  matter  with  the  intention 
of  succeeding,  you  need  some  one  well  versed  in 
politics  to  “put  you  onto”  the  man  to  support 
m each  locality.  This  “some  one*’  need*  to  be 
well  in  touch  with  State  politics,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  hold  the  “whiphand”  over  all  candidates 
for  office.  The  candidates  would  be  compelled  to 
pledge  themselves  to  work  for  certain  measures 
before  election  time. 

Think  this  voting  proposition  over,  as  some  of 
you  will  have  a chance  to  put  it  in  practice  before 
this  election.  If  you  want  the  law  you  can  talk 
for  it  and  begin  work,  then  combine  on  some  one 
man  to  engineer  the  scheme.  If  you  fail  through 
him  its  better  than  to  never  have  tried.  You 
never  will  get  the  law  made  by  spouting  Cicen* 
or  some  oilier  ancient,  but  only  by  adopting  the 
same  methods  of  warfare  as  the  enemy. 

Cert.  4 2. 

I tioho  Divisio n — 

Stormy  weather  along  the  Idaho. 

Bro.  B.  W.  Pierson,  former  agent  at  Paha,  has 
accepted  the  agency  at  Post  Falls. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Grant  didn’t  like  the  dust  at  Cun- 
ningham and  is  now  working  days  at  Cocolalla. 
Bro.  Dobde  relieved  him  at  Cunningham. 

Bra  H.  L.  Williams,  day  man  and  mayor  of 
Providence,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  night  operator, 
have  been  granted  sixty  days’  leave  of  absence 
and  are  visiting  relatives  in  Iowa  and  taking  in 
the  sight  at  the  World’s  Fair.  Bro.  “Fat”  Chat- 
terton,  the  strong  man  from  Sprague,  relieved 
Mr.  Williams  and  is  feeding  the  chickens  and 
milking  the  cow  like  a Canadian  farmer. 

Bro.  George  Randall,  of  Roza,  hit  the  high  places 
on  the  pike  and  saw  the  only  girl  in  Illinois,  and 
is  back  at  work  with  a Missouri  smile  on  his  face. 

Bro.  J.  O.  Hood  is  day  man  at  North  Yakima 
and  getting  fatter  every  day;  guess  its  the  fruit. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Pringle  is  working  days  and  eating 
peaches  and  cream  at  Toppenish. 

Bro.  K.  H.  Fraser  and  wife,  of  Keystone,  just 
returned  from  visiting  relatives  in  Wisconsin. 

Sprague  is  now  a dispatchers’  division  and 
register  station,  and  with  the  two  sets  of  dis- 
patchers  selling  tickets,  etc.,  life  is  a pleasant 
dream  for  Bro.  C.  C\  Waterman,  the  gentleman 
that  has  to  be  shown,  and  Billie  Fulkerson,  the 
l>oy  that  the  alligator  bit. 

Bro.  F.  L.  Shanholtzer  is  working  for  the 
Southern  Pacific  in  California. 

Have  two  men  nights  at  Pasco  now.  L.  W. 
Booth,  from  Cheney,  is  helping  Bro.  McXearny. 
Cndcrstand  I tooth  is  going  to  send  in  his  papers 
this  month. 

Brothers,  there  are  several  nons  on  this  division 
and  we  must  all  do  our  best  to  get  them  to  do 
the  necessary  and  do  it  now.  Most  of  them 
claim  that  they  can’t  spare  the  money  now,  which 
is  the  poorest  excuse  in  the  world,  for  there’s 
not  one  of  them  that  doesn’t  waste  more  than 
it  costs  to  join  every  month.  1 would  say  to 
the  nons  that  there  is  no  excuse  for  you  to  let 
the  Order  men  on  this  division  pay  all  of  the 


Telegrapher. 

expense  of  securing  benefits  that  you  arc  cn 
joying.  There  is  not  one  whose  condition  has  no; 
been  benefited  by  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  if  your  hearts 
are  in  the  right  place  you  will  send  in  your 
application  now. 

John  C.  Leonard,  a member  of  Northern  Pacific 
Division,  No.  54,  was  killed  in  a freight  wreck  at 
Sand  Point,  Idaho,  Setpcmber  8th. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  being  transferred  from  Clark’s 
Fork  to  Cocolalla  and  was  asleep  in  a caboose, 
which  was  standing  in  the  yards  at  Sand  Point, 
when  another  train  came  up  and  ran  through  the 
caboose  injuring  him  so  severely  that  he  died  on 
the  way  to  the  hospital.  Trainmaster  DeForcc 
and  Roadmaster  Quinlan  were  on  the  caboose  at 
the  time  and  barely  had  time  to  get  off  before 
it  was  struck. 

John  C.  Leonard  was  nineteen  years  old  and 
lieen  telegraphing  two  years.  He  was  popular  and 
well  liked  by  all  of  the  trainmeu  and  telegraphers 
that  knew  him.  His  widowed  mother,  Mrs.  Louise 
L.  Leonard,  and  three  sisters  survive  him.  The 
funeral  took  place  from  Smith’s  undertaking  par- 
lors, at  Spokane,  Sunday,  September  10th,  local 
chairman  Waterman  and  five  of  his  Spokane 
friends  acting  as  pall  bearers.  Division  54  fur 
nished  a beautiful  wreath  of  white  roses  and  fif- 
teen members  attended  the  funeral. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  Death  has  claimed  our  brother  and 
fellow- worker,  John  C.  Leonard,  and  while  bowing 
in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  bereaved  family 
our  sympathy  and  help  in  their  grief;  that  our 
charter  be  draped  in  his  memory  for  thirty  days; 
that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
family,  published  in  The  Telegrapher  and  spread 
upon  our  records. 

C.  C.  Waterman. 

H.  A.  Potter, 

W.  T.  Addrrley, 

Committee 

Grand  Trunk  System. 

Boys,  cheer  up.  Don’t  allow  yourselves  to  get 
discouraged  at  the  long  delays  in  the  matter  of 
securing  a revision  of  your  190Z  schedule.  While 
we  arc  sorry  negotiations  have  been  postponed 
several  times  through  the  chairman  of  the  Gov 
emment  Board  of  Arbitrators,  Judge  Teetzel,  hav- 
ing other  court  cases  to  attend  to  first,  these  delays 
could  not  be  avoided.  Brother  Campbell  is  staying 
right  with  it,  and  will  see  that  a satisfactory  settle 
ment  is  secured.  Be  firm  and  loyal  members. 
T he  O.  R.  T.  is  the  only  organization  on  earth 
that  will  exact  your  rights,  and  through  that  chan- 
nel only  will  you  ever  get  them.  Just  note  the 
loyalty  and  sticktoitiveness  among  your  brother 
telegraphers  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  system.  It  is  a 
foregone  conclusion  that  Bro.  Perham  will,  through 
their  loyalty,  land  them  safely  over  the  gulf.  We 
hope  the  boys  on  the  Grand  Trunk  system  fashion 
themselves  accordingly. 
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1 hope  wc  have  good  news  for  all  before  another 
issue  of  the  journal,  also  that  each  member  will 
keep  his  eyes  open  and  endeavor  to  bring  any  non- 
member  you  may  know  on  your  district  within 
the  fold. 

With  best  wishes,  I am,  fraternally, 

D.  L.  Shaw, 

Asst.  Gen.  Secy.  & Trcas. 


Michigan  Central  Ry. 

Middle  Division  - 

The  rights  of  senorky  which  were  obtained  by 
our  General  Committee  is  working  admirably. 

I luring  the  past  few  months  several  changes  have 
been  made.  We  understand  that  Miss  Bracken, 
at  Niles,  was  retired  on  a pension.  Bro.  S.  K. 
Wholihan,  of  Ceresco,  was  given  the  position  at 
Niles,  he  holding  the  best  hand,  although  there 
was  several  very  close  ones  in  his  wake.  Bro. 
Morse,  of  Eaton  Rapids,  was  transferred  to  fill 
vacancy  at  Ceresco,  and  Bro.  John  Wholihan,  of 
Centerville,  took  up  the  work  at  Eaton  Rapids. 
With  Bro.  Wholihan,  Wicks  and  Worth  at  Niles 
there  need  be  no  fear  that  things  will  go  wrong 
in  that  neck  of  the  woods. 

Colonel  John  Tyrrel,  the  old  veteran  dispatcher, 
took  a trip  to  the  World’s  Fair  during  his  vaca- 
tion, and  says  he  was  pleased  with  the  show. 

It  is  rumored  that  our  general  chairman  has 
been  promoted  to  the  position  of  train  dispatcher 
at  Bay  City.  J. 


S.  P.f  L.  A.  & S.  L.  Ry. 

Los  Angeles  District — 

Not  seeing  anything  in  the  way  of  a write-up 
of  the  Los  Angeles  and  of  the  Salt  Lake  for  a 
couple  months,  and  learning  that  our  old  cor- 
respondent had  resigned  and  left  us  to  better  his 
condition  elsewhere,  I concluded  to  take  up  the 
pen  for  a few  minutes. 

We  are  now  pretty  well  organized  on  this  end 
and  should  be  forming  some  plans  of  bettering 
our  conditions  in  the  next  few  months,  when  we 
expect  the  road  to  be  completed  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
as  well  as  to  secure  the  few  remaining  nons  who 
are  still  out  in  the  cold. 

President  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  addressing  a 
committee  from  the  Workingmen’s  Association  of 
New  York  Cky  on  March  24th,  1864,  made  the 
following  speech  in  favor  of  organized  labor,  and 
said,  “Labor  is  prior  to  and  independent  of  capital. 
Capital  is  only  the  fruit  of  labor,  and  could  never 
have  existed  if  labor  had  not  first  existed.  Labor 
is  the  superior  of  capital,  and  deserves  much  the 
highest  consideration. 

“The  strongest  bond  of  human  sympathy,  outside 
the  family  relation,  should  be  one  uniting  all  work- 
ing people,  of  all  tongues  and  kindreds.” 

Now,  when  a man  of  the  acknowledged  ability 
and  intelligence  of  Abraham  Lincoln  would  ad- 
vise the  working  class  to  organize  for  their  mutual 
interests,  I fail  to  see  how  any  telegrapher  can 
offer  a reasonable  excuse  for  not  affiliating  with 
the  union  of  their  craft 


Election  time  is  now  thawing  near  and  I would 
like  to  ask  every  member  to  stop  and  consider 
his  conditions  carefully  before  casting  his  ballot, 
and  learn  to  vote  more  intelligently.  This  has 
been  where  the  working  class  have  been  greatly  at 
fault  in  the  past  and  through  careless  voting  have 
put  themselves  that  much  nearer  slavery. 

There  have  been  a number  of  changes  on  this 
end  lately,  but  I am  not  fully  acquainted  with 
them  all. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Walker,  formerly  at  Ontario,  is  now 
working  on  Northern  Pacific  in  Washington.  We 
are  all  pleased  to  note  that  he  has  a better  position, 
but  very  sorry  to  lose  a man  of  Bro.  Walker’s 
ability.  Bro.  J.  Benz  is  filling  position  vacated  by 
Walker. 

Station  opened  up  at  Walnut  with  Bro.  W.  I. 
Butterfield  in  the  chair. 

Johnson,  of  Pomona,  and  Lange,  from  Stalder, 
were  off  enjoying  a few  weeks’  vacation  during 
the  hot  spell,  and  report  having  a pleasant  time. 
How’s  your  purse,  boys? 

G.  E.  Badgley  is  still  holding  forth  at  “BO” 
office  and  helps  make  it  warm  for  those  who  are 
still  out  in  the  cold. 

Bros.  Cunningham,  at  Clearwater,  and  Finkbme, 
of  Hynes,  still  have  their  war  paint  on  and  arc 
prepared  to  scalp  all  nons. 

Bro.  N.  E.  Williams  resigned  at  East  San  Pedro 
and  accepted  position  at  the  Daggett  Material 
Yards.  Nick  says  it  was  awful  cool  around  Dag 
gett  in  August. 

The  latest  reports  have  Bro.  J.  Benz,  of  Ontario, 
on  the  sick  list.  Hope  to  see  you  back  soon,  Joe. 

Lost — Bros.  W.  D.  McGee,  of  Hobart,  and  F.  E. 
Link,  of  Rico.  P'ifty  dollars  reward. 

Weary  Willie. 


Pcrc  Marquette  System. 

Grand  Rapids  District — 

I promised  you  would  hear  from  me  again,  and 
like  Happy  Hooligan,  “I’m  right  dere  all  de  time,” 
although  like  Happy,  I make  mistakes,  don’t  swat 
me. 

I’m  not  superstitious,  nor  do  I believe  in  dreams, 
but  I bad  a dream  a few  nights  past  that  has 
greatly  impressed  me.  During  the  day  I attended 
a ball  game,  consequently,  I did  not  secure  the 
amount  of  sleep  I should  have  had  that  day. 
Everything  was  quiet  in  the  evening,  and  I leaned 
back  in  my  chair  to  rest.  It  was  not  very  long 
before  I had  ceased  to  care  whether  the  chief 
dispatcher  was  pleased  with  my  methods  or  not. 

I dreamed  I picked  up  the  August  Telegrapher, 
and  under  the  heading  Pere  Marquette  System  1 
read  the  following:  “100  good  O.  R.  T.  men 
wanted  to  organize  the  P.  M.  Sys.”  I jumped  at 
the  opportunity  of  aiding  in  this  good  work,  and 
was  soon  on  my  way  to  Petoskey. 

1 wrote  two  applications  at  Petoskey,  two  at 
Charlevoix,  one  at  Central  Lake,  two  at  Bellaire, 
jumped  off  the  train  at  Rapid  City  and  woke  up 
the  night  man  (“K”  is  good  0.  R.  T.)  Went  to 
Elk  Rapids  and  wrote  up  the  bill  clerk  and  oper- 
ator, and  put  that  student  out  of  commission. 
Went  to  Grand  Rapids  and  made  a clean  sweep 
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of  the  relay  men  in  "GR”  (that  is,  those  who 
had  not  made  the  right  step). 

I was  beginning  to  feel  somewhat  fatigued,  when 
I was  struck  a terrific  blow,  which  frightened 
tne  so  that  I bounded  into  the  air  and  broke  one 
of  my  suspender  buckles.  It  was  the  conductor 
on  an  extra  freight  who  struck  me,  and  he  wanted 
to  know  if  I was  taking  lessons  in  penmanship. 

When  I fully  realized  I had  been  asleep,  I 

investigated  and  found  I had  written  several  pages 
in  the  agent’s  cash  book,  using  copying  ink. 

I expected  to  have  to  take  up  my  old  profession 
(hitting  the  grit)  in  the  morning,  and  tried  to 

think  of  some  excuse  to  offer.  The  only  thine 
I could  think  of  was  to  tell  the  agent  how  it 

happened. 

I did  so  and  his  face  wore  a troubled  expression 
for  a few  moments,  then  brightened  up  and  he 
said,  “BO,  if  you'll  get  me  a set  of  those  blanks 
I’ll  join.”  You  can  imagine  how  pleased  I was 
to  get  out  of  it  that  easy,  as  I don’t  want  to  go 
south  before  the  birds  do. 

Probably  all  dreams  will  not  work  as  this  one 
did,  and  I have  made  up  my  mind  not  to  dream 
any  more,  but  endeavor  to  do  some  actual  work 
for  the  Order. 

Do  any  of  you  know  how  many  men  out  of  the 
747  new  members  admitted  during  July  were  tak- 
en in  by  Division  No.  39?  Let  us  ask  our  local 
chairman  and  see  if  our  percentage  of  the  gain  is 
what  it  should  be. 

Did  you  .read  the  editorial  in  the  July  Teleg- 
raph f.k,  "labor  Rights?”  That  article  should  start 
our  thoughts  in  the  right  channel,  and  induce  us 
to  place  our  Order  in  a position  to  secure  those 
rights. 

If  each  of  the  members  of  Division  No.  39 
would  make  it  their  duty  to  secure  one  new  mem- 
ber between  this  time  and  January  1st,  1905,  there 
would  not  be  a non  on  this  system.  That  is  not 
asking  very  much,  and  think  of  what  it  means. 
Let  us  try  it  and  not  give  up  until  we  have  ac- 
complished that  much  at  least. 

There  were  two  newsy  articles  in  the  August 
Telegrapher  from  Ludington  and  Chicago  Divi- 
sions, and  I believe  there  will  be  so  many  in  the 
October  issue  that  1 have  asked  for  a night  off 
when  that  issue  arrives,  so  as  to  be  able  to  read 
all  of  til  e m without  being  interrupted. 

Whose  next?  Speak  loud;  I’m  a boilermaker 
and  can’t  hear  very  well.  H0B0. 


I’ctnsLcy  Division — 

Have  you  all  paid  your  duo? 

Here’s  hoping  the  “Katy”  telegraphers  win  out 
ei  e this  g**cs  to  print. 

Division  39  wishes  to  thank  Bro.  Perham  for 
keeping  all  posted  on  details,  etc.,  of  the  “Katy” 
st  1 ike. 

Bro.  II.  O.  Walker,  of  Grand  Rapids  repeating 
office,  has  been  acting  a«  chief  operator  while  Mr. 
Mohan  is  away  on  his  vacation.  “Wl”  says  the 
Detroit  wire  is  hot  stuff  all  the  time.  Brothers, 
don’t  fail  to  cultivate  Bro.  Walker’s  acquaintance. 


Bro.  O.  C.  Taylor,  late  of  White  Cloud,  now 
doing  the  stunt  on  Pentwater  and  Muskegan  wires 
in  “GR”  office. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Hopper,  of  White  Cloud,  received  a 
message  to  take  charge  of  station  while  Bro.  R06* 
is  sick,  it  being  in  charge  of  a non,  "JO"  is  sign 
ing  “JBH”  to  all  messages.  The  local  chairman 
called  and  wished  to  see  the  agent  and  Joe  jumped 
up  and  said  he  was  the  agent. 

Operator  Briggs,  night  man  at  Grant,  has  sent 
in  his  papers  and  will  soon  have  a button. 

Operator  Workman,  of  White  Cloud,  nights,  will 
semi  his  pajK-rs  in  the  15th  of  Septemlier.  Good 
for  sore  eyes,  Mr.  Workman;  after  you  get  your 
card  ask  Joe  for  the  grip. 

Bro.  O.  A.  Rader,  Grand  Secretary  am!  Treas* 
urer,  has  been  under  the  weather  for  some  time, 
but  not  too  had  to  keep  us  posted  on  things  of 
importance.  Hope  you  are  gaining  rapidly,  “CR.” 

Notice  a number  of  new  men  on  the  line. 
Brothers,  don’t  wait  to  be  asked  if  these  men  arc 
members;  work  individually  and  each  brother  make 
an  organizer  out  of  himself  and  get  these  new 
ones  in  line. 

To  Bros.  “Kop”  and  "Tuck,”  what  it  doing  on 
your  divisions? 

Don’t  forget  the  grand  ball,  brothers. 

Bor. 

Missouri  Pacific  Ry. 

The  entire  system  is  now  being  divided  up  into 
districts  usually  of  each  freight  division,  and  a 
local  organizer  is  being  appointed  for  each  one 
of  these  districts  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  notify 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  every 
change  made  on  his  district,  of  every  new  arrival 
and  departure,  so  that  at  all  times  a complete 
check  may  be  had  of  every  member  or  non-member 
on  the  entire  system.  If  each  local  organizer  will 
keep  up  the  work  given  him  to  do  we  will  be  in 
a position  at  all  times  to  tell  just  where  we  stand 
on  each  division  of  the  system,  also  keep  the 
members  of  other  divisions  coming  on  the  system 
transferred  to  Division  31  as  9oon  as  they  arrive. 

Replies  received  to  a certain  circular  recently 
mailed  out  asking  for  information  disclosed  over 
two  hundred  members  of  other  divisions  located 
on  the  system,  which  were  immediately  transferred 
to  Division  31,  where  they  rightfully  belonged. 
There  is  no  means  to  tell  how  many  more  there 
are  that  should  also  be  transferred,  and  this  plan 
of  organization  is  adopted  to  keep  up  with  foreign 
members  and  transfer  them  as  90on  as  they  are  in 
the  employ  of  the  Missouri  Pacific. 

Members  are  requested  to  look  out  for  the  in- 
terest of  Division  31  as  well  as  for  the  O.  R.  T. 
The  fact  that  a man  is  a member  of  the  Order 
is  not  sufficient;  see  that  he  is  a member  of  31,  if 
he  is  employed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  31. 
The  cost  of  transfer  is  nothing  and  if  he  goes  to 
another  road  it  will  not  cost  him  anything  to 
transfer  again.  Wc  want  his  support  while  we 
are  entitled  to  it,  and  we  are  entitled  to  it  every 
minute  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad. 
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The  work  of  forming  the  districts  is  very  slow, 
as  we  can  only  spare  such  time  between  other  jobs 
that  we  can  find.  However,  they  will  be  arranged 
and  consigned  to  some  good  brother  on  each  dis- 
trict to  look  after  just  as  fast  as  we  can  get 
to  them.  I figure  there  will  be  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  ninety  districts  out  of  which  we  have 
thirty-two  arranged  and  appointments  made  up  to 
October  ist.  Fraternally, 

Grand  Secretary  & Treasurer. 

Eastern  Division — 

We  were  glad  to  learn  that  one  of  Division  31 
members  was  the  winner  of  the  prize  offered  by 
the  exhibitors  at  the  World’s  Fair  to  the  agent 
selling  the  largest  number  of  tickets  to  St.  Louis 
on  Liberal  Arts  Day.  Bro.  C.  R.  Heasly,  agent 
at  Barretts.  Mo.,  was  the  lucky  winner  and  he 
prizes  his  gold  watch,  which  was  the  prize,  very 
highly. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Harper  is  working  nights  at  Wash- 
ington. Too  much  Fair  in  town  for  him. 

Bro.  H.  L.  Johnson  is  now  at  Lawrence,  Kan- 
sas, attending  the  Kansas  State  University. 

Bro.  B.  G.  Thoner  is  now  doing  the  night 
trick  at  Labadie. 

Bro.  R.  C.  Williams,  of  Division  No.  9,  is  now 
located  at  Jefferson  City,  relieving  Bro.  Johnson. 

E.  A.  Brand,  formerly  of  Jefferson  City,  is  now 
in  other  business  at  Plano,  Ohio.  The  boys  wish 
you  much  success  in  your  new  undertaking. 

Bro.  J.  N.  Fridy,  formerly  the  whole  cheese 
at  Taylor  City  Belt,  is  now  doing  the  owl  act 
at  Osage,  Mo.  Cert.  534. 


Missouri  Division,  /.  M.  & S. — 

Bro.  D.  A.  Martin,  formerly  agent  at  Modoc,  111., 
lias  resigned  to  accept  something  better  elsewhere. 
Wherever  the  brother  goes  we  can  recommend 
him  as  a hard  worker  for  the  Order. 

There  are  two  non-members  not  very  far  south 
of  St  Louis  on  the  I.  M.  & S.  who  are  enjoying 
a very  substantial  increase  in  pay  secured  for 
them  by  the  General  Committee  while  in  session 
recently,  but  neither  one  has  shown  any  signs  of 
appreciation  for  the  favor. 

Bro.  Jos.  Brierton,  our  “original”  local  chair- 
man of  the  Missouri  Division,  was  a visitor  among 
old-time  .friends  lately.  He  was  the  first  local 
chairman  elected  on  the  Missouri  Division.  Bro. 
Brierton  is  located  with  the  Associated  Press  at 
Duluth,  Minn. 

Bros.  Sekz  and  Willey  are  still  on  the  disabled 
list,  but  wc  hope  to  see  them  both  back  at  their 
post  again  soon.  Cert.  43. 

Kansas  City  Terminals — 

Everything  moving  along  lovely  in  old  K.  C., 
but  in  checking  up  wc  find  several  none  among  us, 
all  occupying  comfortable  quarters  but  none  con- 
tributing a cent  toward  keeping  up  their  end. 

Several  nons  seem  to  appreciate  the  convenience 
of  a schedule  with  the  company,  as  there  arc 
several  who  have  claimed  their  rights  under  the 
schedule  and  secured  jobs  thereby.  1 1 is  very 


nice  to  have  such  privileges  but  to  join  in  and 
contribute  to  help  establish  and  maintain  them  is 
quite  another  matter  with  some  selfish  people. 
They  seem  to  think  all  of  these  emoluments  come 
to  them  as  a natural  heritage. 

We  have  several  promises  from  nons  that  have 
maria  of  antiquity  stamped  all  over  them;  still 
no  applications  in  sight. 

We  were  agreeably  surprised  to  meet  General 
Chairman  Bro.  Turner  here  last  week.  He  re- 
ports much  substantial  gain  for  some  of  our  boys 
individually,  and  hopes  to  accomplish  much  more 
soon. 

Crops  are  moving  nicely.  Terminals  comfort- 
ably full  of  cars  and  trains;  plenty  to  keep  the 
boys  hustling.  Cert.  1327. 


L.  <r  S.  Division — 

Bro.  E.  L.  Cooper  is  now  located  at  Lamar, 
Mo.,  Bro.  C.  E.  Ingels  having  relieved  him  at 
Harrisonville  nights. 

Bro.  C.  M.  Wood  resigned  at  Rich  Hill  to 
accept  a better  job  with  the  Santa  Fe. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Hunnicutt  is  now  doing  the  owl  act 
at  Rich  Hill  vs.  Bro.  Woods.  Bro.  “H”  is  from 
the  Frisco  and  we  are  glad  to  have  him  with  us. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Franklin  has  resigned  as  day  teleg- 
rapher at  Lamar  with  a view  to  seeking  employ- 
ment elsewhere.  Good  luck  to  you. 


Sc.ialia  Division — 

Bro.  V.  O.  Nelsorf,  who  has  been  working  extra 
at  Dresden,  has  been  transferred  to  Sedan,  Kan. 

Mr.  B.  B.  McVey  is  now  located  at  Monterrat 
in  place  of  Bro.  L.  M.  Littlefield,  who  has  left 
for  pastures  new.  Mr.  McVey  has  not  had  the 
required  experience  yet,  but  is  made  of  the  right 
material  and  advises  he  will  be  with  us  when  he 
has  had  sufficient  experience  to  entitle  him  to 
join. 

Bro.  R.  E.  Long  has  been  promoted  from  day 
telegrapher  and  ticket  clerk  at  Warrensburg  to  a 
position  in  the  district  passenger  agent’s  office 
at  Sedalia.  Good  luck  to  you,  R.  E. 

Bro.  Clay  Lampkin,  days,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Mc- 
Bride, nights,  now  holds  down  Warrensburg.  Mr. 
McBride’s  case  is  now  in  Hie  hands  of  Bro. 
I>ainpkin,  and  we  can  expect  results  in  the  near 
future. 

Bro.  II.  McClain,  at  (interview,  lias  I he  case 
of  agent  TheoboM  well  in  ham!  anti  expects  to 
deliver  him  safely  over  to  ().  R.  T’ism.  in  a very 
short  time,  probably  next  . |»ay-day. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Reel  has  resigned  his  position  of 
agent  at  Pleasant  Hill,  to  accept  service  else 
where.  Me. 


Booncville  Branch - 

Among  the  late  arrivals  to  the  Booneville  we 
find  Bro.  S.  Morgan,  now  at  Versailles.  He 
promises  to  line  up  with  31  shortly. 

Bro.  H.  S.  Bane,  formerly  agent  at  Bunceton, 
is  now  located  with  the  Wabash  at  Keytesville. 
Mo. 

Bro.  R.  M.  Crockett,  days,  and  Bro.  H.  M. 
Thornton,  nights,  arc  doing  the  hustling  act  at 
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Boone ville,  one  of  the  warmest  stations  on  the 
line.  They  are  also  doing  some  hustHng  for  the 
Order,  when  they  can  find  the  time  to  9pare. 

Bro.  A.  A.  Brcnton,  of  Fortunia,  has  been  ap- 
pointed local  organizer  for  this  branch,  and  is 
doing  some  good  work  among  the  nons  and  foreign 
members;  he  will  soon  have  them  all  in  31. 

Cert.  1633. 


V.  & M.  Division — 

Bro.  W.  F.  Brievogel  is  now  regular  agent  at 
Minden,  Mo.,  where  he  has  a time  taking  care 
of  the  company’s  interests  in  a couple  of  box 
cars  which  have  been  pressed  into  service  as 
depot  since  the  explosion  there,  which  demolished 
the  old  depot  and  killed  Bro.  Ed.  Brooks  and 
his  wife.  Bro.  Ed.  was  one  of  our  most  earnest 
members  and  always  had  a good  word  for  the 
cause.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  too  much  work 
on  hand  prevented  the  writer  from  paying  a 
fitting  tribute  to  his  memory  in  our  official  organ 
at  the  proper  time.  His  devoted  wife  was  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  her.  The  duties  of  agent  at 
Minden  are  of  such  an  arduous  nature  that  she 
was  ever  ready  with  willing  hands  to  lighten  the 
burden,  and  when  the  summons  came,  though 
very  sudden,  she  was  at  his  side  and  passed  with 
him  through  the  dark  valley. 

To  the  bereaved  relatives  we  extend  our  heart- 
felt sympathy. 

Sister  May  Seward  is  now  regular  agent  at 
Bartlett,  Kan. 

Mr.  Seward  has  resumed  duties  as  agent  at 
Chetopa. 

Bro.  Hannan  has  resigned  as  agent  at  Sherwrin 
because  he  could  get  no  relief  to  visit  the  Fair 
at  St.  Louis.  Bro.  Ben  Seisure  has  been  installed 
as  agent  at  Sherwin. 

All  our  members  on  this  division  are  requested 
to  look  out  for  any  opportunity  to  secure  members 
among  the  few'  nons  now  among  us.  We  are  in 
fine  shape  but  we  must  remain  so,  and  eternal 
vigilance  is  the  way  not  only  to  stay  in  that 
condition  but  to  improve.  If  you  note  a brother 
becoming  backward  in  the  matter  of  paying  dues, 
encourage  him  to  continue  up-to  date  and  give 
the  support  to  out  organization  that  it  needs 
and  mote  than  deserves,  and  that  we  should  feel 
ln>nor  bound  t<>  support  energetically. 

Cert.  74s 

Frisco  System. 

II  estem  Pi:  tsion-- 

Bro.  Cltas.  Parr  is  relieving  agent  Z.  T.  Martin 
while  he  is  otT  on  vacation.  Bro.  Parr  is  being 
relieved  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Milbourne  from  Division 
.U.  Glad  to  keep  you,  Bro.  Milbourne. 

Bro.  Geo.  A.  Bond  lias  been  laying  off  for  past 
month,  visiting  Fair  and  folks  back  East.  Bro. 
G.  A.  McDermott  doing  the  stunt  while  he  was 
absent. 

Bro.  “Jack”  Claiborne,  nights.  Carthage,  was 
srnl  to  Joplin  to  do  the  enshiership  during  the 
absence  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Coffin,  who  is  visiting  in 
various  places,  one  place  in  particular,  “Central 


Kansas.”  A number  have  worked  Carthage  nights 
since  Bro.  Claiborne  left,  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Adams  is  nights  at  Joplin  permanent. 
New  man;  welcome. 

Bro.  Schofield  is  working  nights  Oswego;  Bro. 
W.  W.  Wykoff  vice,  resigned  to  accept  work  in 
Board  of  Trade,  Cherryvale,  Kan. 

Bro.  0.  G.  Sage  has  resigned  Cherryvale,  nights, 
at  present,  day  force  doubling  up  account  short 
of  telegraphers. 

Bro.  E.  H.  Blackwell  and  R.  W.  Marshall,  two 
relay  brothers  from  Neodesha,  hit  die  grit  for  a 
sojourn  to  consist  of  some  thirty  or  forty  days. 
Bro.  Blackwell  going  to  Kalamazoo.  Mich.,  where 
he  joined  a merry  camping  party  for  some  two 
or  three  weeks  of  fishing;  Bro.  Marshall  was  des 
tined  for  May  view.  Mo.,  to  visit  home  folks,  then 
to  the  West  in  hopes  of  better  location.  We  hate 
to  see  you  leave,  Bro.  “KM,”  but  trust  you  have 
good  luck.  Relief  arc  Bros.  G.  W.  Harrison, 
recently  from  Oronogo  Jet.,  and  H.  J.  Price,  from 
“S,”  Springfield.  Correspondent. 


C.  & E.  1.  District — 

I would  like  to  see  a little  piece  in  our  next 
journal  from  our  own  division,  and  with  your 
permission  I will  scratch  down  a few  lines. 

I am  a member  of  the  O.  R.  T.  and  am  proud 
of  it.  I have  come  to  stay. 

We  are  compeUed  to  wait  for  our  local  freights, 
which  are  always  late.  They  keep  all  agents  up 

for  them,  which  is  from  ten  to  one  o’clock.  It 

does  not  take  much  of  this  kind  of  work  to  do  roe. 
I am  willing  to  put  in  a full  day,  but  when 
the  company  gets  to  thinking  so  much  of  us 
that  they  give  us  about  eighteen  hours  to  do  our 
day’s  work  in,  I think  they  arc  getting  a little 
too  good. 

Now,  if  they  had  to  pay  us  overtime  they  would 

not  do  as  they  are  doing.  1 think  we  should  do 

something  on  this  division  soon;  if  we  don’t  they 
will  lead  us  a merry  chose  this  winter.  Then, 
we  want  to  get  out  of  taking  care  of  those  old 
switch  lamps,  which  I am  sure  every  agent  con 
siders  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  along  with 
uniforms  and  other  things. 

Boys,  I have  enough  of  it.  If  you  have  enough 
of  it,  then  its  time  to  do  something;  hut  if  you 
want  some  more  of  k just  keep  quiet  and  you 
will  soon  get  your  fill.  Cert.  1528. 


Wisconsin  Central. 

Everything  is  lovely  along  the  \V.  C.,  and  the 
nons  are  on  the  decrease  at  an  alarming  rate. 
Those  who  have  not  yet  “turned  in”  their  blanks 
had  better  do  so  soon,  for  cold  weather  is  coming 
on  and  you  should  get  under  cover. 

Bro.  Alderman  just  returned  from  a two-weeks’ 
vacation.  He  was  over  the  main  line  from  Chi- 
cago to  St.  Paul  and  called  upon  many  of  the 
brothers  during  his  trip,  and  reports  that  he  feels 
very  much  encouraged,  and  that  prospects  never 
looked  brighter  along  the  old  "Whiskey  Central.” 
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Wc  arc  in  receipt  of  several  letters  from  brothers 
along  the  line  congratulating  us  upon  the  business- 
like manner  in  which  the  Order’s  business  is  now 
being  conducted.  But  we  still  wear  the  same  sized 
hat,  don’t  we  “AL?”  Thanks,  boys;  this  is  too 
encouraging.  Glad  you  appreciate  the  efforts  be- 
ing made  to  restore  confidence  along  the  W.  C. 

Now  for  a few  items. 

Bro.  Barber,  AUerton,  has  returned  from  his 
trip  through  Canada  and  some  of  the  Eastern 
States.  We  are  sure  he  thoroughly  enjoyed  the 
trip.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Buchen,  of  Theresa. 

Operator  Palm,  of  the  S.  P.,  who  worked  at 
Burlington,  nights,  for  a short  time,  resigned  and 
is  now  with  the  National  Express  Co.  in  same 
place.  Bro.  Neubecker  is  now  holding  down  “BN,” 
nights. 

Operator  Thompson,  days  at  Waukesha,  has 
been  very  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  but  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  again  returned  to  his 
work.  Hope  to  call  him  brother  soon.  He  was 
relieved  by  Bro.  Lockney,  of  Marshfield,  who  has 
again  returned  to  his  old  love.  Must  be  some 
attraction  up  there  for  Nate.  Ladies? 

Bro.  Harrison  has  resigned  the  agency  at  Silver 
Lake  and  is  traveling  in  the  interest  of  a Chicago 
house.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  Bro.  “H,”  but  wish 
you  success  in  your  new  venture.  Bro.  Hartley 
has  taken  charge  of  Silver  Lake  station. 

Bro.  Heisdorf  is  now  shooting  it  into  the  boys 
from  Rugby  Jet.,  nights,  Bro.  Schniess  having 
resigned  that  position. 

Bro.  Wagner,  Gray’s  Lake,  seems  to  be  having 
a hard  time  of  it  breaking  in  new  men.  About 
the  time  he  has  one  broke  in  he  is  taken  away 
again  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  he  has  not 
even  one  to  break  in  and  must  “double  over.” 

Bro.  Bannister,  Des  Plaines,  took  in  the  sight* 
at  the  Elkhorn  Fair  recently,  and  at  the  same 
time  visited  his  folks  there.  Bro.  B.  M.  Bannister, 
trick  man  at  “DS,”  was  also  absent  about  this 
time;  relieved  by  Mr.  Kenney. 

Bro.  Greismer,  Lake  Villa,  says  he  is  glad  the 
summer  business  is  over,  for  it  keeps  him  on  the 
jump  during  the  busy  season. 

Mr.  Rolfe,  Trcavor,  has  returned  from  his 
vacation  and  Mr.  McCormick,  who  relieved  him. 
is  now  at  “FN”  office,  North  Fond  du  Lac,  re 
lieving  Bro.  Berg,  promoted  to  dispatcher’s  office. 
Good  for  you,  Bro.  Berg. 

Bro.  Graham,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  recently 
promoted  to  the  day  operatorship  at  Waukesha, 

and  Bro.  Neubecker  now  does  the  owl  act  at 
Burlington. 

Bro.  Yule  is  again  back  at  Marshfield,  nights. 
Can’t  say  whfcre  former  night  man  is  now. 

Bro.  Sebora,  Spencer,  is  wearing  a broad  smile 
these  days.  What’s  up  Seb.,  going  to  have  a 

housekeeper  ? 

The  boys  on  west  end  are  lining  up  in  fine 

shape.  Bro.  Tibbetts,  Stanley,  our  worthy  local 

chairman,  looms  in  grand  style.  Keep  after  them, 
old  man,  and  we  will  soon  be  solid. 


Our  subs  west  and  north  end  not  heard  from 
to  date,  so  we  are  not  posted  up  that  way.  What’s 
the  matter,  boys?  Don’t  let  this  happen  again. 

Cert.  28. 


Norfolk  & Western  Railway. 


Shenandoah  Division — 


About  a year  ago  I volunteered  a letter  to 
these  columns  in  behalf  of  the  nons  on  this 
division,  and  the  same  was  duly  published  to 
the  satisfaction  of  some  and  the  astonishment  of 
others.  I was  furnished  a copy  of  the  number  in 
which  it  appeared,  as  well  as  all  subsequent  issues, 
by  various  kindly  disposed  persons  entirely  free 
of  charge.  All  of  which  goes  to  prove  what  I 
have  always  contended,  that  there  is  absolutely 
no  need  of  us  nons  paying  out  our  money  for 
benefits  which  we  get  anyhow,  and  for  which 
others  seem  willing  to  pay.  In  the  letter  referred 
to  I made  the  prediction  that  unless  something 
was  done  to  offset  the  unionizing  influence  that 
was  then  at  work,  that  our  species  would  be 
soon  threatened  with  extinction.  But  while  in- 
dications pointed  in  that  direction  at  that  time, 
it  now  appears  that  such  fears  were,  in  reality, 
groundless.  True,  it  was  disquieting  to  see  such 
conservatives  as  Dunlap,  Nickell,  Vest,  and  a host 
of  others  take  places  in  the  union  ranks,  but 
there  were  still  others  left  whose  noble  and 
heroic  efforts  to  uphold  the  banner  of  non- 
unionism must  command  the  admiration  and  envy 
of  all  honorable  and  broad-minded  men.  It  is 
tire  purpose  of  this  letter  to  point  these  out  so 
that  they  may  take  place  in  the  public  esteem 
which  they  so  justly  deserve. 

Beginning  at  Hagerstown  I am  pleased  to  start 
the  list  with  two  joint  N.  & VV.  and  “WM”  men, 
who  seem  to  have  no  leaning  whatever  toward  the 
heresies  of  unionism. 


We  pass  St.  James  without  comment  and  stop 
at  Antietam.  If  there  is  a hero  on  the  Shenan- 
doah Division  he  is  here.  Let  all  true  followers 
of  Parry  sing  for  joy,  while  the  tuneful  breezes 
take  up  the  glad  refrain  aaid  waft  praiseful 
harmonies  into  every  nook  and  corner  of  this 
great  free  land  of  ours.  While  some  may  censure 
and  even  condemn  him  for  deserting  the  Order 
in  which  he  held  a membership  at  the  time  of 
the  express  strike,  it  is  because  they  are  narrow- 
minded and  entirely  incapable  of  appreciating  so 
grand  and  noble  a character.  For  the  sake  of 
principle,  which  was  inherent  in  the  man,  lu- 
st ood  by  the  weak  and  down  trodden  corporation 
in  its  fight  against  the  avarice  and  greed  of  its 
rich  and  haughty  agents.  And  while  the  latter 
were  victorious,  as  everybody  knew  they  would  be, 
still  he  gets  as  much  benefit  as  anyone  under  the 
new  conditions.  His  monthly  compensation  from 
this  source  is  not  less  than  $5  against  about  $2.50 
as  formerly.  Another  point  in  support  of  my 
contention  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  let  the  other 
fellow  shake  the  tree  so  long  as  you  get  the 
apples. 

It  is  somewhat  depressing  to  have  to  go  from 
Amtietam  to  T.uray  and  pass  seventeen  unsympa- 
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thetic  men  with  emblem  buttons  on  their  lapels. 
The  appearance  of  such  a sight  at  a place  like 
Boyce  was  sufficient  to  plunge  me  into  the  deepest 
gloom,  which,  however,  was  dispelled  soon  after 
arriving  at  Luray.  Having  been  previously  in- 
formed, I decided  it  might  be  just  as  well  not  to 
visit  the  statiun  until  after  the  night  man  came 
on  duty.  Dropping  in  about  ten  p.  in.  I saw 
at  a glance  that  I was  about  to  grasp  the  hand 
of  a kindred  spirit.  Carelessly  attired  and  with 
a rather  dilapidated  straw  hat  pulled  well  down 
over  his  ears,  and  a delightful  indifference  about 
the  shoes  and  neckwear,  he  appeared  a typical 
non,  whose  very  presence  breathed  the  principles 
of  non-unionism.  In  fact,  conversation  with  him 
soon  disclosed  the  fact  that  he  is  the  greatest 
living  exemplar  of  these  principles  on  the  road 
to-day.  lie  has  a pleasant  way  with  him  that 
leads  you  on  and  charms  while  it  captivates. 
You  arc  soon  aware  that  you  are  in  the  presence 
of  no  ordinary  man,  who  is  as  broad  of  mind  as 
he  is  large  of  heart.  Conversing  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  expressed  the  belief  that  the  organization 
had  not  treated  him  fairly  m not  securing  for 
hi*n  a greater  increase  than  it  did  two  years  ago. 
While  he  has  never  supported  or  encouraged  the 
Order  in  any  way,  he  had  a perfect  right  to  ex- 
pect a better  raise  than  $30  per  year,  and  while 
they  increased  it  to  $60  last  year  and  ten  days’ 
vacation  with  pay,  still  it  is  naturally  difficult 
for  him  to  forget  treatment  so  entirely  incon- 
siderate and  unjust.  He  smilingly  admitted  that 
he  did  promise  to  join  them  six  or  eight  months 
ago,  but  it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  pretense, 
as  he  feared  they  would  be  heartless  enough  to 
withhold  n is  last  increase  unless  he  did  so.  It  was 
amusing  to  hear  him  relate  how  he  successfully 
stands  them  off  now  with  stories  of  divers  kind, 
such  as  sickness  in  family,  hard  times,  increased 
cost  of  living,  objection  to  insurance,  etc.,  and  many 
more,  in  the  use  of  which  he  is  plainly  a past- 
master.  lie  figures  that  up  to  date  he  is  in  just 
$78  and  n vacation  and  not  out  a red  cent.  Ah. 
it  does  one's  heart  good  to  meet  up  with  such  a 
man  as  that. 

At  Klk’on,  agent  and  night  man  have  so  far 
withstood  all  union  influence.  I sincerely  hope 
that  the  report  that  they  are  thinking  of  joining 
the  O.  K T.  is  n»t  true.  Why  they  should  take 
such  a step  is  past  my  comprehension,  since  they 
arc  lxing  benefited  now  as  much  as  any  of  those 
who  are  members. 

The  agent  at  Walnut  drove,  the  only  living 
n<m  on  the  south  end  of  the  division,  is  the 
stuff  of  which  good  nous  are  made.  We  may  de 
pend  upon  him  to  1 emain  faithful  until  the 

last. 

It  is  sad,  indeed,  to  see  our  numbers  growing 
fewer  and  fewer  as  the  years  go  by.  It  is  per- 
sistently rumored  that  even  the  Southern  is  !>cuig 
again  organized.  If  tins  is  true  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  poor  non  will  be  homeless 
and  a wanderer  in  the  land. 

A Non. 


C.  & O.  Ry. 

Do  we  appreciate  what  the  organization  has  done 
for  us  and  what  it  is  doing  at  the  present  time? 
As  members  what  are  we  doing  to  show  ow  ap- 
preciation arc  questions  each  operator  should 
consider. 

If  we  expect  success  each  individual  member 
should  show  their  appreciation  of  what  has  been 
done  by  being  loyal  to  the  organization,  and  en- 
deavor to  show  the  public  and  the  railway  com- 
pany that  union  labor  is  the  best  that  can  be 
hired.  Our  members  should  be  industrious,  wide 
awake,  trustworthy  and  skilled  in  their  profession, 
and  when  wc  gain  a reputation  of  this  character 
we  will  not  have  to  stop  at  the  $75  minimum. 

An  up-to-date  card  should  be  all  that  is  needed 
to  secure  a job  anywhere,  but  the  individual  mem- 
bers must  accomplish  this.  Again,  the  reputation 
of  our  members  cuts  a large  figure  when  a com- 
mittee goes  before  the  railroad  company.  If  the 
company  sees  the  good  service  rendered  by  the 
members  they  will  grant  almost  anything  rather 
than  lose  them.  On  the  other  hand,  if  our 
members  are  trifling,  indolent,  insubordinate,  not 
trustworthy,  the  company  figures  they  can  run  the 
risk  of  refusing  certain  demands  made  on  them 
by  the  telegraphers. 

Let  us  first  stand  by  our  organization,  uphold 
our  officers  and  gain  for  ourselves  a reputation 
as  the  finest  skilled  labor  in  the  railroad  service. 

Can  do. 


Ashland  Meeting — - 

Well,  well,  boys,  what  do  you  mean?  Why 
don’t  you  turn  out?  Just  think,  only  twelve  at 
Saturday’s  meeting,  and  five  of  them  from  Lex- 
ington Division,  three  from  Cincinnati  and  four 
from  Huntington  Divisions.  Lord,  boys,  what  is 
wrong?  Don’t  think  for  a minute  that  there  is 
no  more  use  for  a solid  front  and  strong  meetings 
on  account  of  our  schedule  reading  no  changes 
for  eighteen  months.  It  is  always  best  to  remem 
her  the  old  saying,  “Be  up  and  ready;  be  ever 
on  the  alert.” 

Although  we  bad  a small  crowd  we  had  impor- 
tant work  and  prepared  the  way  for  more.  Three 
additions  voted  on  and  elected.  The  “ram”  will 
lia'C  his  head  busy  next  time  we  meet  starting 
the  new  members  on  the  right  road  to  glory. 

Both  local  chairmen  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Lex- 
ington Divisions  were  present,  who  know  a thing 
when  they  see  it,  and  to  their  credit  they  arc 
ever  thinking  and  studying  up  things  that  are 
good  for  the  Order. 

Our  system  general  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Bro.  Grogan,  was  present,  and  read  the  kt(?< 
news  from  the  “Katy,”  which  seemed  to  be  en 
couraging.  but  had  a sour  taste  to  it  in  the  item 
of  the  four  that  went  back  to  work.  Hope  they 
have  seen  the  great  wrong  they  have  done  them 
selves  and  brothers  ere  this  and  returned  to  the 
fold. 

Our  Secretary  and  Treasurer  says  there  are 
still  a tew  of  the  boys  who  have  not  made  them 
selves  square  with  the  Order  for  the  last  half  of 
this  year.  Cekt.  No.  84. 
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L.,  E.  & W.  Ry. 

F.  W.  t.  & L.  Division — 

Rather  than  pick  up  The  Telegrapher  each 
month  and  see  nothing  from  home,  I will  try  and 
write  a few  words,  and  if  it  does  not  sound  too 
bunvmy  in  print,  may  come  again. 

We  manage  to  get  a few  in  line  each  month  and 
hope  to  see  it  strong  enough  to  get  a schedule 
for  this  pike  before  long.  We  are  getting  a min- 
imum salary  of  $40  now  and  working  twelve  to 
fifteen  hours  a day;  carrying  from  three  to  six 
mails  daily;  taking  care  of  switch  lights,  and 
worst  of  all/  paying  the  compamy  forty  dollars 
a year  from  our  little  salary  for  uniforms. 
Why  the  boys  will  stand  all  this  and  then  per- 
sistently stand  you  off  when  you  ask  them  to  join 
the  O.  R.  T.  is  something  I cannot  understand. 
They  certainly  have  a greater  love  for  the  rail- 
roads than  the  writer  of  this  has. 

I believe  an  organizer  to  go  over  the  system 
would  bring  the  per  cent  up  to  90  or  95,  which 
would  enable  us  to  have  better  times  on  this 
road. 

I am  in  favor  of  the  plan  given  in  the  article 
signed  “Wanderer”  in  the  July  number  of  our 
journal,  and  believe  it  to  be  the  best  and  quickest 
way  of  securing  the  desired  results  that  has  been 
given  yet. 

With  a hurrah  for  the  “Katy”  boys,  will  come 
to  a close  by  asking  all  the  brothers  of  this  system 
that  may  read  this  to  get  to  work  and  fish  hard 
for  the  n-ons,  and  let  us  get  things  to  moving  our 
way  over  here  and  do  it  quick. 

Cert.  85. 

B.  & O.  Ry. 

Connciisville  Division — 

To  insure  against  the  brothers  at  Hyndman 
suffering  from  atrophy  of  the  muscles,  the  com- 
pany is  adding  four  levers  to  the  interlocking  plant 
at  that  place.  More  power  to  ’em. 

Pro.  Bloom,  Cooks  Mills,  Pa.,  is  having  a new 
house  built,  and  expects  to  make  it  his  home  here- 
after instead  of  going  back  and  forth  to  Hynd- 
man on  trains  in  “catch  as  catch  can”  fashion. 
Some  other  good  brothers  might  follow  suit  to 
their  advantage  and  happiness. 

Pro.  Currie  has  been  assigned  to  Brook  days. 
Ask  him  how  to  fix  the  train  service  when  you 
go  to  the  other  end  of  the  division  to  see  your 
best  girl  and  want  to  stay  a few  hours  longer. 

Bros.  Forney,  Confluence,  and  DeCorse,  Rock 
wood,  could  not  resist  the  glowing  tales  about  St. 
Louis  which  the  other  brothers  brought  back  and 
had  to  make  the  trip,  too.  Bro.  Forney  is  so 
enthusiastic  with  the  .“Pike”  scenes  that  he 

initiates  all  the  boys  who  come  in  from  the 

woods.  Ask  Bro.  Carpenter,  Bid  well,  if  Bro. 

Forney  doesn’t  give  ail  the  degrees, 

Bro.  Me  Fall  is  w'orking  at  Rockwood  during 
the  absence  of  Bro.  DeCorse.  A new  comer  but  a 
good  one. 

The  new'  electric  interlocking  plant  will  be  in 
operation  at  Garrett  ere  this  appears,  and  the 

brothers  at  that  point  will  not  have  so  many  smiles 


for  the  fair  ones,  at  least,  not  for  awhile,  until 
they  get  the  machine  going  right.  This  leaves 
only  one  more  electric  outfit  to  complete  to  round 
out  this  division,  and  it  will  be  placed  in  oper- 
ation at  Greene  Junction  in  a short  time. 

The  many  friends  of  Bro.  A.  F.  Darrah,  former- 
ly of  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  will  be  glad  to  learn  of  his 
making  fine  progress  in  the  signal  corps  of  the 
Japanese  army. 

Bro.  Rush,  Indian  Creek,  Pa.,  is  spending  a few 
weeks’  vacation  around  his  boyhood  stamping 
grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  Newburg,  W.  Va.  Bro. 
Getchell,  of  the  Grand,  is  relieving  him. 

Bro.  Stor»c,  who  held  Yough  down  so  long  aivd 
captured  all  the  wildcats,  bears  and  other  var- 
mints in  that  locality,  became  tired  of  the  tame- 
ness of  things  and  has  taken  Mt.  Savage,  nights,  in 
order  to  keep  wild  and  wooly. 

Now  that  Yough  has  been  made  so  quiet  and 
peaceful,  Bro.  Ray  Allen  got  up  sufficient  courage 
to  tackle  it  and  has  moved  there,  taking  the  day 
position.  He  has  the  good  wishes  of  the  fraternity 
that  the  change  to  daylight  position  will  prove 
l>cneficial  to  him. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  Bro.  Laughlin, 
who  has  been  tenting  in  the  Adirondack  Moun- 
tains for  the  benefit  of  his  health  for  several 
months,  that  he  has  improved  greatly,  but  that 
the  physicians  require  him  to  remain  some  months 
longer.  We  trust  to  see  him  in  robust  condition 
when  he  returns. 

Bro.  Davis,  night  wire  chief,  Connellsville,  Pa., 
has  been  on  a month’s  vacation,  but  did  not  make 
the  St.  Louis  trip.  Instead  he  took  in  the  Eastern 
circuit  and  hob-nobbed  with  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
crowd  at  Saratoga  Springs.  He  has  not  been  pass- 
ing around  any  cigars  on  the  strength  of  his 
winnings,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  to  think 
that  he  took  the  same  tips  that  Gates  did. 

We  welcome  one  of  our  old  reliables  back  m 
the  person  of  Bro.  Mowry,  who  is  now  holding 
one  of  the  block  relief  positions.  He  went  to 
Florida  a year  ago  as  thin  as  a rail  and  comes 
l ack  as  fat  and  saucy  as  can  be. 

Bro.  Demercst  remained  only  a short  time  after 
his  return  from  the  West.  Think  a pair  of  blue 
eyes,  etc.,  way  down  East  was  the  magnet  that 
drew'  him  away  from  us. 

Tire  brothers  hereabouts  are  anxious  to  heai 
from  Bro.  Rorthwick  what  he  won — a quarter- 
section  or  a copper-hued  bride.  Come,  now,  old 
pard,  let’s  know  what’s  doing.  It  is  not  like  you 
to  be  so  silent  and  distant. 

The  kaleidoscope  has  been  shaken  and  the  "Hill 
tribes”  land  in  their  old  places  and  have  buried 
their  torr.ahaw'ks,  etc.  However,  we  lost  a good 
member  from  our  midst  through  the  original 
shake-up  in  Bro.  Holler,  who  would  not  stand 
for  the  deal  and  is  now  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  at  Mann’s  Choice,  Pa.  May  his  horizon 
constantly  expand. 

Bro.  Schrock,  w’ho  has  twenty -five  years’  service 
to  his  credit  on  this  division,  is  now  located  at 
Johns. own,  Pa.,  days. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Crouse,  who  has  been  at  Mt. 
Savage  Junction,  Mil.,  nights,  for  eight  years. 
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finally  tired  of  star  gazing  and  is  now  taking  life 
easy  at  Cooks  Mills,  Pa.,  days. 

In  the  dispatcher’s  office  at  Rockwood,  Pa.,  chief 
Moore  is  on  vacation  and  is  relieved  by  night  chief 
Ryan,  whose  place  Walter  Haines  was  filling 
until  called  away  by  the  death  of  a relative,  when 
Jule  Smith,  from  Connellsville  dispatcher’s  office, 
was  sent  there. 

Bro.  Toomey.  Sand  Patch,  Pa.,  has  been  hob- 
id  ing  around  with  a sprained  ankle  for  several 
weeks,  Imt  is  on  deck  once  more  in  fine  fettle. 
Says  he  is  glad  he  is  living,  too. 

It  would  he  a pleasure  to  have  some  items  from 
the  branches.  Will  the  brothers  so  located  kindly 
mail  items  to  the  local  chairman  not  later  than  the 
1 8th  of  each  month,  so  that  same  can  be  written 
up  and  mailed  to  St.  Louis  not  later  than  the 
_*othr  Main  Line  members  take  notice  to  the 
above,  tou,  and  help  out.  as  a dozen  or  two  can 
do  more  than  two  or  three  of  us  in  filling  up  a 
column  or  I wo  each  month  in  our  journal. 

Amigo. 


Murtinsbu  rg  M crtiiig — 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  local  chairman, 
Bro.  C.  h.  Marlatt,  at  8:30  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 1 pli,  and  adjourned  at  1 1 :oo  p.  m.  Bro. 
.Marlatt  appointed  Bro.  II.  II.  Chambers  Secretary; 
Bro.  J.  M.  Marquette,  Marshal,  and  Bro.  Q,  Hobbe, 
Inside  and  Outside  Sentinel.  Bro.  Marquette 
eleeted  Division  Correspondent,  who  agreed  to  act 
in  that  capacity  until  January  1st,  1905. 

Consideiable  business  was  transacted  at  this 
meeting  and  secretary  kept  strict  account  of  the 
proceedings.  Bro.  Chambers  proved  to  be  an  ideal 
secretary  and  filled  the  position  admirably. 

It  was  indeed  unfortunate  for  us  that  one  of 
our  visiting  brothers  from  the  Baltimore  Division 
did  not  put  in  his  appearance  until  a motion 
had  been  made  to  adjourn.  This  brother  is  a 
good  talker  and  can  always  give  some  excellent 
advice  regarding  organization  work,  and  was 
missed  very  much. 

A messenger  hoy  was  sent  to  the  hall  with  mes- 
sage for  Bro.  Link  to  come  to  office  at  once  and 
work  Martinsburg  nights,  until  further  notice.  We 
regret  that  he  was  unable  to  remain  with  us 
during  the  evening,  as  everyone  present  was 
anxious  to  hear  him  deliver  one  of  his  famous 
addresses  on  “enthusiasm.” 

The  mcmlrership  on  east  end  Cumberland  Divi- 
sion has  been  criticized  as  being  a sleepy  set  of 
men,  and  in  order  Jo  ascertain  if  this  criticism 
is  correct  or  not  it  was  suggested  that  we  hold  a 
meeting  at  some  point  on  the  division  where  a 
majority  of  the  members  could  reach  without 
very  much  inconvenience.  Martinsburg  was  de 
cided  upon  as  the  first  place  to  hold  a meeting, 
and  1 atn  pleased  to  state  that  the  meeting  was  a 
success,  hut  there  is  no  reason  why  theie  should 
not  have  been  more  of  the  hoys  present.  You 
understand  that  wc  are  only  experimenting  with 
these  meetings,  anil  it  is  the  intention  of  our 
chairman  to  hold  regular  monthly  meetings  wher- 
ever the  al'tndaru'c  justifies  it 


You  will  he  given  another  opportunity  to  attend 
a meeting  at  Martinsburg  again  during  the  month 
of  Octoher.  Due  notice  wall  he  mailed  member^ 
as  to  date. 

Brothers,  it  is  up  to  you  to  attend  the  meetings 
and  should  make  every  effort  to  get  to  them. 
In  them  lies  the  success  of  our  organization.  If 
you  have  any  interest  in  your  individual  welfare 
or  the  welfare  of  the  fraternity  at  large,  yon 
would  certainly  show  some  disposition  to  get  to 
some  of  the  meetings  that  are  held  at  different 
points  along  the  system. 

We  have  quite  a number  of  members  on  this 
division  who  have  been  affiliated  with  the  Order 
for  several  years,  who  have  never  attended  a divi 
sion  meeting.  Perhaps  you  will  think  I have  used 
you  a little  rough,  but  if  you  stop  and  think  I 
l>elieve  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  you 
deserve  it. 

It  is  our  object  to  have  every  eligible  and 
desirable  non  on  this  division  on  the  right  side 
of  the  fence  before  the  first  of  the  year.  In  order 
to  do  this  a resolution  will  be  offered  at  oui 
next  meeting  which  we  believe  will  bring  about 
the  desired  result.  We  must  work  on  with  in 
ilomitable  courage  until  our  hopes  end  in  fruition. 

All  items  of  interest  should  reach  me  not  latei 
than  the  20th  of  each  month,  so  1 can  get  them 
to  the  Kditor  in  time  for  publication.  Will  havt 
to  omit  personal  items  this  month,  as  1 am  not 
familiar  with  the  changes  that  have  been  made 
recently.  Div.  (or. 

0.  R.  Division- - 

Things  are  rather  quiet  on  this  pike;  changes 
are  too  numerous  for  anyone  to  keep  track  of 
them.  Quite  a number  of  new  men  with  us;  some 
of  them  are  proudly  carrying  a card;  others  prom 
ise  to  soon  come  in  while  some  few  will  not  give  us 
any  satisfaction.  Nevertheless,  keep  after  them 
and  if  they  won’t  agTee  to  join  after  about  two 
pay-days,  better  be  very  particular  not  to  do  any 
favors  for  them. 

A goodly  number  of  the  Imys  from  this  division 
attended  the  joint  meeting  at  Wheeling  the  25th. 
Have  heard  nothing  from  them,  hut  am  sure  the> 
had  an  enjoyable  and  profitable  meeting.  Winter 
is  coming  on  and  wrc  will  have  a better  opgortunitv 
to  become  solid  O.  R.  T.  in  a few  weeks.  All 
will  be  practically  settled  for  the  season  and  wr 
must  get  some  good  work  in  then  or  never. 

\otrs- 

Get  your  old  dish-pans,  cow-bells,  and  other  in- 
struments of  torture  together  and  welcome  Bro 
Bryan  back.  He  is  now  on  his  wedding  tour, 
having  been  married  to  Miss  Bessie  Adams,  of 
Ravenswood,  on  the  16th  of  this  month.  Before 
returning  he  will  visit  the  big  Pair  at  St.  Louis 

Bro.  Fra  zee,  Brooklyn  Jet.,  has  been  off  few 
weeks  fattening  up  in  the  country  and  visitinc 
his  wife’s  parents. 

Bro.  Kinchlow,  Sisterville,  and  Bro.  Russel!. 
New  Martinsville,  have  resigned  and  are  now 
showing  the  Hope  Gas  Company's  boys  how  the\ 
Ming  lightning  Wc  are  sorry  to  lose  them,  but 
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know  they  will  succeed  wherever  they  arc,  as  they 
3re  both  hustlers  and  will  keep  up-to-date. 

Bro.  O’Connor,  formerly  nights,  is  now  days 
at  New  Martinsville. 

Kro.  Langley,  temporarily  days  at  Sistersville; 
he  says  the  night  job  is  the  candy  for  him. 

Bro.  Cromley.  late  nights  at  Huntington,  is  now 
agent  at  Gallipolis  Ferry,  vice  Bro.  Johnson  re- 
signed. Bro.  Ritz  now  doing  the  owl  act  at  “HU.” 

A.  R.  Hogg,  one  of  our  old  brothers,  is  now 
back  with  us  after  being  out  of  the  service  for 
almost  a year.  He’ll  soon  have  that  card  up-to- 
date  again. 

J.  N.  Jones,  third  trick  dispatcher,  has  been  off 
having  a good  time  for  ten  days.  Hear  some  of 
the  boys  say  he  wants  to  stay  away  from  Wheel- 
ing if  he  wishes  to  keep  out  of  trouble. 

We  are  proud  that  we  have  one  branch  at  least 
that  is  a 100  percent  strong.  Bro.  Harpold,  at 
Spencer,  says  he  is  going  to  keep  the  R.  S.  & G. 
that  way.  Cert.  1498. 


Erie  R.  R. 

Allegheny  Division — - 

It  has  been  quite  a right  smart  spell  since  “yours 
truly”  took  up  the  hammer  and  knocked  a few 
of  the  irregularities  off  the  face  of  the  Allegheny 
Division.  I have  felt  the  spasm  coming  on  for 
some  time,  but  have  been  unable  to  muster  the 
requisite  Carrie  Nation-like  feeling  to  tackle  the 
job.  I just  riveted  a couple  of  Mike  Sullivan’s 
“mortgage  lifters”  into  my  shell,  so  I’m  feeling 
pretty  good. 

Firstly,  I would  like  to  have  some  kind  brother 
pass  the  bucket  for  a collection.  Janitor  will 
please  lock  the  door  while  the  hat  is  going  around. 
The  choir  will  please  sing  that  soul-stirring  hymn 
that  begins: 

Man  wants  hut  little  here  below, 

He  is  not  hard  to  please. 

But  the  R.  R.  Trust;  gol  darn  its  soul, 
Wants  everything  it  sees. 

I have  always  heard  that  green  corn  produced 
trad  dreams.  Bro.  Giddings  evidently  does  not 
believe  that  such  is  the  case,  as  he  has  sent  a 
large  basket  of  his  (neighbor’s)  best  corn  to  each 
of  the  night  trick  men  in  “I)X.”  Ham  Barber 
don’t  get  any;  he  is  working  days.  Giddings 
can’t  pound  his  ear  enough  himself,  he  has  to 
send  a lot  of  ears  out  on  the  division  for  some 
one  else  to  pound.  This  is  what  you  call  a corn- 
roast. 

Isn’t  it  nearly  time  we  had  another  meeting? 
The  year  is  most  up  since  the  last  one.  I think 
we  should  be  given  a chance  to  vote  on  Bro. 
Wanderer’s  plan,  then  we’d  never  cease  to  wander. 
I “wander”  what  the  rest  think  about  it. 

I hear  they  have  started  a ham  factory  at 
Alfred  W.  U.  office;  the  manager  is  learning  a 
student  to  take  his  place  when  he  goes  away,  as 
he  intends  to  do.  What  if  something  should  hap- 
pen that  he  shouldn't  go  away,  and  then  should 
make  a slight  mistake,  the  W.  U.  Co.  would  have 
a man  all  ready  to  take  his  place. 


1 see  by  the  report  that  one  or  two  of  the 
brothers  are  not  paying  their  dues  promptly,  and 
in  one  case  the  time  has  expired.  Next  month 
these  men  will  be  on  the  non  list,  and  we  wiil 
have  to  call  attention  to  the  matter  by  mentioning 
names,  etc.,  which  will  not  be  pleasant  for  those 
concerned.  Get  back  under  cover.  Don’t  let  the 
rest  of  the  brothers  look  cross-eyed  at  you.  You 
won’t  feel  good  if  they  do.  Be  game  and  stand 
pat! 

There’s  only  one  way  to  get  anything  for  your 
work.  If  the  O.  R.  T.  isn’t  all  you  expected  it 
would  be,  get  busy  and  help  make  it  what  you 
think  it  should  be.  Don’t  sit  back  and  knock 
other  people  for  doing  just  what  you  are  doing, 
i.  e.,  nothing. 

Some  of  the  brothers  are  taking  a proper  interest 
and  notifying  the  chairman  and  other  brothers 
about  the  students  and  ham  factories,  etc.  This 
is  good  work  and  deserves  commendation.  If  we 
would  all  do  as  well  as  some  of  the  brothers  are 
doing  in  this  direction,  the  $75  minimum  would 
soon  be  in  sight,  and  would  be  carrying  signals 
for  the  eight-hour  trick  at  that. 

Don’t  get  discouraged;  this  isn’t  a get- rich-quick 
scheme.  Get  your  mit  in  shape  to  sign  Bro. 
Wanderer’s  contract  and  get  the  hammer  ready 
for  the  nons. 

There  are  plenty  of  telegraphers  in  the  country 
but  they  are  engaged  in  other  business  that  is 
bringing  them  more  money  than  telegraphy,  and 
the  railroad  companies  have  only  to  offer  a fair 
rate  of  pay  to  get  them  back  into  the  ranks. 

Bro.  W.  C.  Koppa  has  left  the  division.  When 
last  heard  of  he  was  o-ut  in  Indian  Territory 
watching  the  Indians  trundling  their  little  war- 
whoops. 

Bro.  T.  D.  Noel  is  a new  arrival  on  the  Al- 
legheny Division.  He  carries  the  documents  that 
prove  he  is  up-to-date. 

This  will  be  about  all  for  me  for  the  present. 
I have  to  address  the  overflow  meeting  down  on 
the  Blue  Line  this  evening,  so  I don’t  like  to 
waste  too  much  oratory.  Jimmy. 


Mahoning  Division — 

The  changes  on  this  division  as  your  correspond- 
ent has  been  able  to  learn  them  are  as  follows: 

L.  E.  Glasser,  day  man  at  Sharpville,  resigning, 
the  place  at  the  present  writing  being  held  down 
by  V.  J.  Vance,  who  recently  came  from  Penna. 
system. 

Youngstown  night  office  was  bid  in  by  C.  C. 
Fenstermaker,  of  “SQ,”  nights,  or  Wilson  Ave. 
Cleveland  shop  office,  C.  F.  Lewis  giving  up  the 
pumping  job  at  Randall  and  going  to  “SQ,”  nights. 

II.  W.  Barnes,  of  “YO,”  Youngstown,  days,  is 
seeing  the  sights  at  St.  Louis;  F.  E.  North,  one 
of  the  night  men  from  Leavittsburg,  working  at 
“YO”  in  Barnes’  place. 

R.  G.  Lewis  has  returned  to  work  at  “WH” 
Tower  after  a month’s  vacation. 

F.  D.  Carroll  is  back  at  Niles,  days,  after  a 
sojourn  at  Cambridge  Springs. 

In  regard  to  the  open  meeting  held  at  Youngs 
town,  O.,  on  Saturday  night,  September  10th, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1334 


Titf.  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


vour  correspondent  can  say  it  was  well  attended, 
all  railroad  systems  entering  Youngstown  being 
represented  except  1>.  & O.  and  Penna.  Co.  Never- 
theless, these  two  lines  are  expected  to  have  teleg- 
raphers present  at  the  next  meeting,  which  is  to 
he  at  the  same  place  Saturday  night,  October  15th. 
Don’t  forget  the  date  and  come.  Bring  a teleg- 
rapher with  you.  All  telegraphers  are  welcome. 

There  were  present  general  chairman  and  local 
chairman  of  L.  S.  & M.  S.  and  two  local  chairmen 
of  F.rie  Ry. 

From  the  exchange  of  ideas  of  those  present  it 
appears  that  the  telegrajdiers  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  they  arc  citizens  of  a government  that 
is  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people, 
and  that  it  is  the  peoj.de  that  get  together  and 
reason  out  points  of  advantage  to  their  own  in 
terests  that  have  the  most  legislation  in  their 
favor.  Now,  the  same  privilege  is  to  us,  and  re- 
member that  many  hands  make  light  work,  so  come 
to  these  meetings  and  express  your  opinions  along 
this  line.  If  your  opinion  is  no  good  it  can  be 
very  readily  discarded,  while  on  the  other  hand 
if  it  is  good  it  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  profession  you  follow. 

.Now,  just  a few  words  from  the  Ambassador 
and  then  will  close.  He  claims  to  he  a property 
owning,  tax-paying  citizen  of  the  present  form 
National  Government,  which  thing  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  places  him  on  an  equality  with  the 
corporation  that  employs  you. 

Still,  owing  to  the  present  existing  order  of 
things  in  case  of  dispute  in  regard  to  contacting 
rights  of  the  two,  justice  being  blind,  which  of  the 
two  do  you  think  could  produce  that  which  would 
render  a decision  in  their  favor?  There  arc  prob- 
ably many  more  of  you  just  like  the  Ambassador 
in  this  matter,  and  it  no  doubt  would  be  well  for 
you  to  give  it  a thought.  You  have  no  doubt 
heard  it  said  that  knowledge  is  power.  The  Am- 
bassador says  that  it  is  the  scientific  application 
of  knowledge  to  existing  conditions  or  natural 
resources  that  may  be  within  your  grasp  is  what 
products  things  and  that  there  is  a natural  re 
source  within  the  grasp  of  those  who  follow  this 
profession  and  its  up  to  them  to  take  hold,  get 
together  and  reason  out  among  themselves  how 
host  to  develop  this  matter  and  apply  it  along 
the  lints  of  least  resistance.  If  you  are  interested 
in  government,  past,  present  or  future,  conic  out 
to  meeting  and  get  educated  or  help  educate  others, 
for  remember  that  education  is  a greater  safe- 
guard of  your  liberties  than  any  standing  army 
t lie  leading  nation  of  to-day  might  he  able  to 
maintain.  1>iv.  Cor. 

Susijuchanna  Division  — 

As  it  lias  been  some  time  since  we  have  been 
heard  from  through  Ttif  Tei.egraimi er.  I feel  it 
the  duly  of  some  one  to  get  busy.  As  l am  not 
an  artist  at  what  1 undertake,  I trust  you  all  will 
consider. 

The  “Swail"  stands  pat  in  mcmlx-i  ship,  with 
the  exception  of  two,  which  is  considered  goi.d, 
as  things  may  not  seem  as  bright  as  they  should, 
although  we  have  expectations. 


Our  regular  meetings  are  held  at  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
each  month.  Last  meeting,  September  21st,  in 
charge  of  ex-chairman  Smith,  attendance  some 
what  light,  but  interesting  meeting,  however. 
Most  of  the  Tioga  Division  boys  were  busy  with 
the  Mansfield,  Pa.,  Fair  and  could  not  attend. 
Brothers,  let's  make  it  a good  one  next  month, 
and  try  and  make  the  attendance  something  that 
it  was  when  we  came  out  to  greet  our  new  L.  C. 
last  spring. 

Here  are  a few  of  the  “bumpers"  that  have 
located  recently: 

Bro.  lfesser,  to  “MT,”  days.  Bro.  (\  Carmody 
to  “MJ,”  nights. 

Bro.  Craigh  to  “K,”  nights.  Bro.  Van  Ant 
Werp  to  "SR,"  days. 

Bro.  J.  T.  Carmody  to  “SR,"  nights.  Bro.  M. 
Downey  to  “CP,”  nights,  on  bid. 

Bro.  L.  D.  Johnson  to  agency  at  Cameron  Mills, 
vice  C.  M.  Crawford  resigned. 

Bro.  R.  Robinson  to  “UO,"  days,  and  we  expect 
Bro.  Goff  will  unlock  the  door  there  nights. 

Bro.  Conlon,  of  “QJ,”  had  the  misfortune  to 
take  a spill  while  on  his  way  to  work  on  a motor 
car  from  Owego.  We  understand  he  is  on  the 
road  to  recovery,  but  is  not  riding  the  car. 

Bro.  J.  T.  Carmody  is  having  a siege  of  malaria, 
but  is  somewhat  better  at  time  of  writing. 

Great  interest  has  been  shown  in  receiving  bulle- 
tins of  the  M.,  K.  & T. 

At  the  last  meeting  the  question  was  brought 
up  in  regard  arranging  a general  meeting,  ex- 
tending invitations  to  the  Penna.  boys  and  any 
other  members  in  range,  but  owing  to  the  absence 
of  L.  C.  Thompson  account  sickness  the  matter 
was  not  thoroughly  settled.  No  doubt  a vote  will 
he  taken  at  the  next  meeting,  so  be  sure  and  show 
up,  as  you  cannot  tell  what  the  outcome  of  this 
may  be.  If  we  sell  eggs  enough,  we  might  be 
able  to  rope  in  Bro.  Pierson.  Let  some  other 
brother  say  something.  Cert.  1460. 

I'radford  Division — 

As  the  journal  for  September  appeared  with  no 
news  from  this  division,  will  have  to  try  and 
get  some  in  for  October. 

As  usual  we  find  considerable  changing  around 
for  short  times  on  this  division. 

Bro.  Nolan,  regular  telegrapher  from  Johnson- 
burg  freight  house,  tried  his  hand  as  night  yard 
master  at  Clarion  Junction  for  about  five  weeks 
in  regular  yardmaster  Vennard’s  place,  who  was 
working  days  while  Mr.  Curtis  took  a well-earned 
vacation. 

Bro.  Cartright,  regular,  nights,  at  Clarion  Jet., 
working  Bro.  Nolan’s  place  at  “JG,”  Bro.  Cart- 
right’s  place  being  filled  by  extra,  Bro.  Schaeffer. 

After  the  return  of  Mr.  Curtis  Bro.  Cartright 
relieved  Bro.  Ormsby  at  J.  and  B.  Jet.  for  a 
few  days.  Although  Dick  took  in  the  races  at 
"BO,”  have  not  been  able  to  learn  if  he  hacked 
the  winners  or  not. 

Bro.  Morrissey,  agent  at  Rasselas,  was  off  ac 
count  of  being  sick  for  about  two  weeks,  and  was 
relieved  by  Bro.  l'atton  from  Limestone.  Br«». 
llardic  taking  Bro.  Patton’s  place  at  “FS." 


Digitized  by  C.ooQle 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1335 


Hro.  Sloane,  regular  owl  at  Rasselas,  took  a 
vacation  of  about  two  weeks  and  was  relieved  by 
extra,  Bro.  Schaeffer. 

Bro.  Canerly,  from  Hutchins,  is  working  extra 
in  copier’s  office  account  of  some  of  the  dispatch- 
ers taking  their  vacations,  and  regular  copier, 
Bro.  Steck,  works  on  the  through  wires  in  place 
of  Ormsby,  who  is  our  extra  dispatcher.  A new 
man  named  Spangle,  from  the  B.  R.  & P.t  is 
filling  Bro.  Canerly’s  place  at  Hutchins;  have  not 
been  able  to  learn  if  he  is  O.  K.  or  not. 

Bro.  McCarty,  regular  at  J.  and  B.  Junction,  is 
off  at  present  extra  Bro.  Hardie  filling  his  place. 

Correspondent. 


Buffalo  Division — 

Bro.#  Austin,  of  Warsaw,  has  resigned,  Bro. 
Howard  being  the  oldest  bidder,  gets  the  vacancy. 

Bro.  Dundoo  and  Kennedy  have  taken  a leave 
of  absence  to  take  a trip  through  the  West.  Bro. 
1 k>ody  is  filling  Bro.  Dundon’s  place,  while  Mr. 
Gaffner  is  filling  the  space  at  “B”  Rock. 

Bro.  Cain,  with  Bro.  Monrisey,  from  the  Brad- 
ford Division,  have  been  along  the  line  shaking 
hands  with  the  brothers  and  taking  in  Soldiers* 
Day  at  Portage. 

Bro.  Wheeler  has  taken  the  agency  at  Kensing- 
ton, Bro.  Madoncy  having  bid  in  Collins. 

Div.  Cor. 


T.  & 0.  C.  Ry. 

fit t cyrus  Division — 

Boys,  are  we  going  to  sit  with  folded  hands 
and  let  all  of  the  good  things  of  this  life  go 
by  us  without  an  effort  to  obtain  a few  of  them? 
While  the  members  on  other  roads  are  obtaining 
and  enjoying  schedules  we  are  dragging  along  in 
The  same  old  rut  month  after  month  and  year 
after  year. 

What  are  we  doing  to  help  ourselves?  What 
have  we  done  to  help  swell  our  ranks?  Is  it 
not  a fact  that  we  have  done  absolutely  nothing 
but  pay  our  dues  and  then  pat  ourselves  on  the 
back  and  say  if  everyone  was  as  prompt  about 
paying  their  dues  as  “I,”  what  a grand  thing  it 
would  be? 

Brothers,  do  you  think  for  one  minute  that  if 
the  members  on  roads  which  arc  enjoying  schedules 
had  done  nothing  hut  pay  their  dues  they  would 
have  the  schedules  they  now  have?  No,  a thou- 
sand times  no.  They  have  worked  and  earned 
what  they  are  enjoying.  Why  don’t  we  hustle 
around  and  get  new  members? 

Men,  I appeal  to  you  as  men.  Are  we  going  to 
let  the  golden  opportunities  slip  by  us,  or  shall 
we  shake  off  this  lethargy  which  seems  to  have 
fallen  over  us  and  wake  up  and  be  men  among 
men  ? 

Is  these  one  who  will  say  we  do  not  deserve 
as  high  a salary  as  other  roads  pay?  I say  we 
do  and  there  is  nq  earthly  reason  why  wc  should 
not  be  able  to  obtain  as  good  a schedule  as  any 
this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  A 10  per  cent  in- 
crease with  a minimum  of  $55  would  be  a little 
more  like  living  wages,  wouldn’t  it? 


A short  time  ago  two  of  our  young  conductors 
were  talking  in  my  presence  of  what  they  had 
furnished  their  homes  with.  They  have  been  mar- 
ried hut  a few  weeks  and  of  course  could  talk 
of  nothing  else.  One  of  them  said  he  had  paid 
$100  for  a bed-room  suit  and  the  other  had  paid 
$45  for  a couch.  Just  imagine  a telegrapher  with 
furniture  like  that.  I said  nothing,  but  my  mind 

went  back  to  when  I had  paid  $16  for  our  first 

bed-room  suit,  and  then  after  two  yeti  is’  time  wc 
had  saved  enough  to  buy  a couch,  which  we  paid 
$12  for.  Sec  the  difference? 

Brothers,  can  you  see  where  we  are  and  where 
wc  will  be  until  the  crack  of  doom  unless  we 
make  a move,  and  right  now  is  the  time  to  make 
tlint  move.  The  company  is  doing  an  immense 
amount  of  business,  and  they  can  well  afford  to 

pay  us  decent  living  wages  at  least;  but  even  this 

they  will  not  do  unless  we  go  together  and  make 
a determined  stand  for  what  is  our  just  dues. 

Now,  boys,  if  you  don’t  wa>nt  to  see  your  funeral 
notice  in  next  month’s  journal,  you  will  have  to 
show  some  interest  in  life  and  in  the  O.  R.  T. 
Let  us  each  one  make  an  individual  effort  to 
bring  one  new  member  at  least  into  line,  and  then 
by  December  1st  be  prepared  to  present  the  man- 
agement with  a schedule  for  their  signature. 

Why  is  it  we  never  hear  from  the  brothers  on 
the  K.  & M.  ? Is  it  possible  you  have  all  got 
better  positions  digging  coal  and  are  so  busy 
spending  die  money  you  make  that  you  have  no 
time  to  write  a line?  While  you  are  picking  the 
black  diamonds  please  remember  we  have  to  pay 
out  about  half  a month’s  salary  each  month  to 
keep  us  warm. 

Wonder  who  going  to  do  the  act  for  the  West- 
ern and  Corning  Divisions?  This  is  the  third 
time  I have  tried  to  wake  them  up,  but  it  seems 
that  we  only  sleep  the  sounder  each  time  I write 
anything,  so  don’t  look  for  me  again  unless  this 
wakes  some  of  you  up  enough  to  take  a tumble 
to  where  we  are  at. 

Let  us  all  remember  the  possibility  of  going 
before  the  management  on  the  first  of  December, 
and  all  work  to  that  end  and  we  will  see  our 
efforts  crowned  with  victory.  Cert.  62. 


C.,  P.  & St.  L.  Ry. 

I think  we  have  all  about  decided  to  stop  talk- 
ing so  much  and  get  down  to  business.  Don't 
you  think  it  is  about  time  we  was  having  a 
meeting  and  see  what  we  are  going  to  do  this 
fall? 

Each  one  go  after  a non  and  see  if  we  can’t 
bring  him  to  the  front;  show  him  where  he  belongs. 
Let  us  not  hold  back  any  longer.  We  can  win 
if  we  only  try.  Now,  you  nons,  just  think  the 
whole  matter  over  seriously  which  course  would 
he  right  for  you  to  pursue  to  declare  yourself  a 
man  who  will  stand  up  for  his  rights  or  one  who 
has  not  an  opinion  or  mind  of  his  own.  Remem 
her,  no  card  no  favors. 

We  understand  Bro.  Ilosteatter,  at  Cantrall,  is 
working  hard  and  pushing  things  to  the  front. 
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That  is  the  way  to  do,  “KN,”  show  them  you  are 
still  alive. 

Bro.  Huston,  at  Atterbury,  seems  to  be  taking 
things  easy.  Wake  up,  "HN,”  and  get  after 
the  nons;  we  need  them  all. 

Bro.  Holland,  at  Oakford,  can  hardly  stay  away 
from  the  new  water  tank.  Says  the  engine  can’t 
run  without  him. 

Bro.  Bullock,  owl  at  Shops,  why  don't  you  show 
Mr.  Piggart  how  to  fill  out  his  papers? 

We  have  a good  man  at  Havana  now,'  Bro. 
Commergore. 

Mr.  Ackard,  at  Pekin,  days,  still  out  in  the 
wet.  Why  don’t  you  get  in,  “FB?” 

Topeka  is  still  out  in  the  cold.  Mr.  Knapp, 
at  Manito,  has  his  papers  filled  out,  but  is  waiting 
for  pay-day  to  come.  You  can’t  keep  warm  this 
winter  working  nights  if  you  don’t  join  us. 

Think  we  can  figure  on  Mr.  Spaulding  soon  at 
Forest  City. 

Bro.  Pilcher  is  working  as  extra.  Say,  “RO,” 
can’t  you  do  something  with  that  man  at  Chandler- 
ville? 

Bro.  Underbrink,  at  Literbury,  should  stir  the 
nons  up  in  his  vicinity.  The  woods  arc  full  of 
them  around  there. 

We  would  like  to  hear  from  the  south  end  and 
see  what  they  are  doing.  Cert.  1472. 


P.,  F.  W.  & C.  Ry. 

Seeing  that  one  of  our  brothers  was  going  to 
show  the  other  divisions  that  the  old  Eastern 
Division  has  not  lost  all  its  interest  in  the  good 
O.  R.  T.,  I will  try  and  give  the  boys  a little 

news. 

We  have  plenty  of  nons,  and  wc  should  get 
after  them  harder  than  we  have  been  if  wc  expect 
to  get  them  in.  We  will  have  a grand  round-up 
some  of  these  days  and  rope  all  that  we  can. 

Bro.  W.  U.  Donbar  is  back  at  “NW”  again  and 
Bro.  Pfeil,  who  was  at  “NW,”  is  in  his  place  at 
“CO,”  4th  trick. 

Bro.  Steeves  is  away  from  “GP,”  and  Mr. 
Hanley  is  in  his  place. 

Bro.  F.  Pelly  is  away  from  “CT,”  and  is  at 
“NV”  now.  “F”  is  kept  on  the  jump  at  *‘NV,” 
as  he  has  two  train  wires. 

Bro.  Spencer  is  back  at  “BO,”  nights.  Look 
out,  “SN,”  you  are  not  at  “RA”  now. 

Mr.  Uhrigh  is  working  nights  at  “AL.”  and  he 
gives  us  good  service. 

Bro.  Bartchy  is  working  nights  at  “AT,”  ami 
Bro.  Pfeil,  from  “CO,”  is  at  “GR.” 

Mr.  Higginbottom  is  back  at  "V."  He  has  been 
taking  in  the  “Pike”  at  St.  Louis. 

Bro.  Sedgewick  is  off  on  a vacation  or  a honey- 
moon; hard  to  guess  which,  and  Bro.  Pfeil  is  in 
his  place  at  Conway  again. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  still  at  Massillon,  nights. 
“DX,”  there  must  be  a great  many  girls  around 
there  to  keep  you  there  this  long.  Better  join 
us  and  wear  a button. 

Understand  that  Bro.  Kropf,  from  Maximo,  is 
going  away  on  quite  a prolonged  vacation  to  the 
World’s  Fair  and  the  West  in  general  “OW,” 


better  look  out  for  the  cowboys  and  greasers,  for 
they  sure  certain  will  put  you  in  the  clear. 

Boys,  I guess  that  we  are  going  to  get  the 
interlocking  at  "BO.”  See  that  they  are  putting 
in  some  switches,  and  looks  as  though  we  were 
going  to  have  three  men. 

Bro.  Weiss  is  still  at  State  Line.  He  makes 
frequent  trips  to  the  coal  tipple,  where  they  have 
some  waste  for  a shake-down. 

Cert.  5930. 

Atlantic  Coast  Line. 

To  Members  A.  C.  L.  Division,  No.  132: 

I want  a list  of  the  nons  on  this  division.  If 
you  know  of  any,  kindly  write  me,  giving  names 
and  addresses. 

Please  give  this  prompt  attention. 

John  O’Ponald, 

G.  S.  & T. 

P.  O.  Box  173,  High  Springs,  Fla. 

Second  Division — 

Brothers,  what’s  the  matter?  We  never  have  any 
notes  in  The  Telegrapher  from  this  district. 

Let  every  one  of  us  see  that  we  are  represented 
from  now  on.  The  way  to  do  this  will  be  for 
all  that  can  do  it  make  a few  notes  and  send 
them  to  our  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer  at 
High  Springs,  and  he  can  combine  them  and  thus 
get  ourselves  in  line  every  month.  Some  brother 
on  each  branch  should  do  this,  so  that  the  whole 
district  can  be  represented. 

There  will  be  regular  meetings  held  a*  Way 
Cross,  Ga.,  the  second  Sunday  in  each  month,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  some  one  present 
from  this  district  each  meeting,  as  these  meetings 
are  beneficial  to  us.  We  should  be  able  to  estab- 
lish a regular  meeting  place  on  this  district, 
where  we  could  all  get  together. 

I want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  number 
of  nons  on  the  district  who  I think  if  they  were 
given  tli c proper  attention  could  be  brought  in. 
Let's  all  try  to  get  every  one  in  this  month. 

Our  new  district,  the  Newberry  District,  is  at 
present  being  operated  by  telephone,  but  under 
stand  that  telegraph  lines  will  be  put  in  soon. 

I understand  that  there  arc  a lot  of  members 
on  this  district,  as  well  as  on  others,  that  have 
not  yet  remitted  their  semi-annual  dues.  This 
sounds  bad.  What’s  the  matter  with  you? 

Cert.  9. 

Wabash  Line. 

Fifth  District — 

Guess  it  is  still  up  to  me  to  give  this  end  of 
the  Banner  Route  a write-up,  so  will  endeavor  to 
do  the  best  I can  until  some  brother  more  talented 
then  myself  will  volunteer  to  take  the  position 
from  me,  which  I will  gladly  transfer  to  anyone 
wishing  the  position  of  self-appointed  correspond- 
ent. 

Everything  moving  nicely  in  the  ranks  of  the 
telegraphers  and  agents,  although  there  are  a few 
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of  the  boys  who  have  not  paid  up  for  the  current 
card.  What  do  you  fellows  mean  by  such  action  ? 
You  know  the  Order  is  the  only  way  of  bettering 
our  conditions;  we  all  want  an  increase  and  some 
working  conditions,  but  you  wish  to  stand  back 
and  let  a few  of  the  brothers  do  all  the  work, 
and  after  they  secure  a schedule  you  will  tell  how 
“we”  did  it  to  the  company  and  got  a raise  in 
|»ay.  Just  like  the  man  who  ran  in  the  house  and 
locked  the  doors  while  his  wife  killed  a bear,  then 
he  boasts  how  “Betty  and  I killed  a bear.”  That 
is  just  like  the  back-sliders.  Now,  you  fellows 
take  a tumble  and  get  in  line  just  as  quick  as 
you  can  or  we  will  have  to  put  our  old  faithful, 
no  card,  no  favor,  on  your  track.  If  all  the  boys 
were  like  our  brothers  on  the  “Katy,”  we  would 
have  little  trouble  in  bettering  ourselves.  Those 
hoys  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  nerve  and 
every  member  of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Teleg 
raphers  should  be  proud  to  have  such  men  in  the 
Order. 

What  do  you  think  of  Bro.  Wanderer  and  his 
outline  of  action  in  the  July  Telegrapher?  I 
think  this  the  best  article  ever  published  in  our 
noble  journal,  and  I,  with  thousands  of  others, 
congratulate  this  brother  on  his  ability  as  a writer , 
and  will  work  hard  to  have  his  advice  followed. 
Kverv  member  should  write  their  general  officers 
and  have  them  take  it  up  with  our  (irand  Officers. 
There  has  been  a circular  over  this  pike  regarding 
the  above,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  O.  R.  T, 
man  ami  woman  signed  it  and  will  use  their 
influence  to  have  this  outline  followed. 

Bro.  Parish,  who  has  been  doing  the  owl  act 
at  Ashwood,  has  returned  to  his  first  love,  the 
fi.  R.  & I.  Sorry  to  see  you  leave  us,  “JN,” 
but  its  all  in  a life  time.  Success  to  you  and 
remember  “SA,“  the  great  and  only. 

Yours  truly  distributed  information  blanks  among 
the  boys  on  this  end  upon  request  of  our  worthy 
local  chairman.  Most  of  the  blanks  were  filled 
and  promptly  returned,  but  as  usual  there  were  a 
few  that  did  not  return  them  blanks  until  urgently 
requested  to  do  so,  while  some  did  not  return 
them  at  all.  One  gentleman,  who  has  always 
represented  himself  as  a very  strong  Order  man, 
failed  to  comply  with  this  request,  and  upon  in- 
vestigation I find  that  he  has  become  a back- 
slider. It  is  not  the  fault  of  our  committee  that 
we  have  not  received  a schedule.  Delays  have 
ln-en  numerous  and  they  have  been  up  against  a 
hard  proposition.  Things  look  bright  for  us  in 
the  near  future. 

"13“  all  night  men  between  Defiance  and 
Maumee  have  decided  that  the  O.  R.  T.  is  a good 
thing  (something  no  sane  man  can  deny),  and 
those  who  have  not  filled  out  their  applications 
will  do  so  before  many  moons.  You  will  nevei 
regret  it,  boys,  and  you  will  feel  more  like  nur. 
with  the  button  on  your  coat  and  a card  in  youi 
pocket.  If  some  of  the  day  men  up  there  would 
crawl  over  the  fence  the  east  end  would  he  a 
pretty  respectable  looking  place. 

Mr.  Smith  has  accepted  the  night  position  at 
Ashwood.  Mr.  Smith  will  do  the  right  act  before 


many  moons.  “AX”  will  talk  nothing  but  O.  R. 
T.’isni  to  him  for  the  next  month. 

Mr.  Lannen,  of  Defiance,  is  off  on  sick  list. 
Bro.  Peters  relieving  him,  Mr.  Modricker  doing  the 
owl  act  until  Bro.  Peters  resumes  nights. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Colton,  has  been  transferred  to 
“CD”  Tower,  nights,  Bro.  Cavanaugh  relieving 
him. 

If  you  boys  will  send  me  what  few  notes  you 
have  each  month,  so  it  will  not  reach  me  later  than 
the  15th,  I will  try  and  give  thi9  end  a write-up 
every  month.  Owing  to  The  Telegrapher  being 
late  last  month,  am  afraid  we  will  be  dead  to  tin- 
world  this  month;  but  hereafter  I will  try  and 
get  in  on  time.  No  card,  no  favor,  and  remember 
the  Santa  Fe.  Cert.  1040. 


Big  Four  Route. 

St.  Louis  Division - ■ 

Having  seen  nothing  in  the  journal  for  last 
three  months  from  the  St.  Louis  Division,  will 
try  and  write  a ftw  lines. 

Boys,  what  does  this  mean?  Seems  as  if  wc 
are  sleeping.  Wake  up  and  see  if  we  can’t  do 
something  for  ourselves.  If  we  don't  do  it,  don’t 
expect  anybody  else  to  do  it;  so  let  us  all  get  in 
the  wagon  and  take  a ride. 

“13”  some  of  the  boys  are  not  getting  a card 
this  time,  account  the  way  we  are  hanging  on. 
Don’t  get  down-hearted  all  at  once,  but  keep  push- 
ing on.  We  will  arrive  there  soon. 

Hear  some  of  the  boys  saying,  “Why  don’t  we  get 
a schedule  like  other  roads?  It  is  just  this;  we 
don’t  work  hard  enough.  We  sit  around  and  wait, 
expect  others  to  do  it  all  and  the  others  wait  for 
us,  and  so  it  goes  on  that  way.  Now,  let  us  all 
get  at  it  and  work  a little  harder. 

Let  us  get  after  the  nons  first  and  get  them  in 
line.  Cilad  to  say  there  are  not  many  students 
on  the  pike  now.  That’s  right,  boys,  keep  them 
out. 

It  will  be  fine  this  winter  to  walk  around  in  tin 
snow  for  about  an  hour  at  the  time,  putting  up 
switch  lamps,  carrying  mail  sacks,  rolling  in 
freight,  checking  baggage  and  sealing  cars  for  the 
big  sum  we  are  getting. 

Look  at  the  trainmen;  see  what  they  are  getting, 
about  three  times  as  much  as  we  do.  Are  we  not 
the  same  kind  of  people?  How  did  they  get  it? 
They  worked  together  and  went  up  and  asked  fot 
it.  Take  the  section  men;  they  get  nearly  as 
much  as  we  do  and  they  have  Sunday  off.  'They 
don’t  have  to  study  from  two  to  three  years  be 
fore  they  get  a job,  and  they  have  no  responsibility. 

“Pete.” 


IN  MKMOR1AM. 


Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  l-’athei 
in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  eall  from  our  midst  mu 
brother,  II.  K.  Walton,  and  while  we  humbly 
submit  to  Ilis  will,  knowing  and  believing  that 
lie  doeth  all  things  well;  he  it 

Resolved,  That  we  exceedingly  regret  the  sad 
and  untimely  death  of  our  beloved  brother,  who 
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was  a faithful  member  of  our  Order,  also  a loving 
and  dutiful  husband  and  father,  of  whom  he  was 
ever  mindful  for  their  every  comfort  and  happi- 
ness; and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Division  No.  138  of  the  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers  extend  to  the  bereaved 
family  of  our  late  brother  our  deepest  sympathy, 
and  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to 
the  family,  and  also  a copy  sent  to  our  official 
journal  for  publication. 

G.  C.  Harper, 

O.  O.  pEFINBAUr.lt, 

Committee. 

Bangor  & Aroostook  Ry. 

Am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  O.  R.  T. 
matters  on  this  pike  arc  very  bright  at  the  present 
lime.  There  seems  to  he  a general  awakening  of 
the  boys,  and  this,  coupled  together  with  hard 
work  and  persistent  efforts  on  behalf  of  some  of 
the  older  members,  has  enabled  us  to  make  a 
very  creditable  showing,  and  also  some  very  sub- 
s antial  gains  during  the  last  two  months.  But 
now  that  we  are  doing  well  we  do  not  want  to  lay 
back  and  think  that  we  have  done  all  that  is 
possible,  because  there  is  still  much  to  be  done. 
So  let  us  all  work  hard  and  in  unison,  and  see  if 
wc  can’t  get  all  the  remaining  eligible  nons  before 
another  three  months  goes  over  our  head. 

Three  meetings  have  been  held  since  kist  writ- 
ing. Two  at  “CG”  and  one  at  “BU.”  While 
the  first  two  were  enthusiastic,  well  attended  and 
in  every  way  a success,  the  last  one  surpassed 
them  in  many  ways,  so  the  writer  is  informed,  as 
he  did  not  have  the  good  luck  to  be  present. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2:00  p.  m. 
by  Chairman,  Bro.  Sherburne,  and  lasted  about 
two  hours,  during  which  routine  business  was 
transacted,  resolutions  drawn  up.  etc.,  and  at  its 
close  the  twenty  members  who  attended  felt  that 
they  could  not  have  had  a better  time  nor 
spent  the  afternoon  more  profitably,  even  though 
it  was  Sunday.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  Mr. 
Merrill,  proprietor  of  the  Vaughn  House,  for  the 
elegant  dinner  which  lie  furnished  the  boys,  and 
also  for  his  kindness  in  offering  them  the  free  use 
of  the  ladies'  public  parlor.  We  hope  that  meet- 
ings of  this  kind  will  be  very  plentiful  in  the 
future,  as  it  serves  to  increase  a better  spirit 
amongst  the  membership,  and  are  also  profitable 
from  a social  point  of  view’. 

A word  now  as  to  the  changes: 

Bro.  Croddard  is  spending  his  vacation  at  his 
home  in  “X B.” 

Bro.  Williamson,  who  has  been  on  the  sick  list 
for  a few  days,  has  been  transferred  from  “MI,” 
nights,  to  agent  at  “MS.” 

Bro.  Walsh  is  now  agent  at  “WG,”  while  Bro. 
Whitmore  is  holding  down  ”JD.’’  Bro.  Humphrey 
is  on  his  Vacation. 

B in.  Tompkins  ***  passing  in  the  “OS's”  from 
'OP  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Scrihnei.  who. 
we  understand,  is  going  i«>  do  the  right  thing  in 
the  near  futuie. 

Bro.  Shesung.  who  was  recently  relieving  as 
messenger  in  “WB,”  has  been  transferred  to 


“DX,”  days,  where  he  is  pounding  the  key  and 
ticket  dater  alternately. 

Bro.  Calhoun  has  been  transferred  to  “NO.” 
nights.  Good  luck,  “RN.” 

Bro.  Crawford  is  relieving  at  “BR.”  How  are 
the  “spuds”  up  that  way,  “FC?” 

I ”13”  agent  at  “H”  and  “RA”  at  “SN”  have 
joined  the  ranks.  You  will  never  regret  it,  boys. 

Have  learned  with  regret  that  Bro.  Crozier's 
wife  has  been  very  sick.  We  hope  for  her  speedy 
recovery. 

Will  now  cut  out,  and  if  this  escapes  Rrw 
Quick’s  spacious  waste-basket,  will  come  again. 

Cert.  90. 

Southern  Railway. 

Mobile  Division — 

I have  been  working  for  the  Southern  Railway 
nearly  two  years,  and  since  becoming  a union 
man  I find  that  there  are  about  75  per  cent  of  the 
telegraphers  on  the  division  O.  R.  T.  men.  But 
judging  from  the  interest  they  are  taking  in  trying 
to  get  a schedule,  you  can’t  tell  them  from  nons. 

Boys,  what  are  our  lives  to  us  if  we  don't 
try  to  better  our  condition?  We  must  make  our 
selves  useful  in  trying  to  get  the  nons  to  join 
our  noble  Order.  Tell  them  what  good  there  is 
in  it.  Say,  nons,  you  say  the  Southern  will  never 
pay  any  more  than  it  is  paying.  Are  you  running 
the  Southern?  No,  no,  if  I even  thought  so  I 
would  resign.  If  you  don’t  get  a different  move 
on  you  and  come  into  the  fold,  you  will  never  have 
anything  more  than  a job. 

There  are  telegraphers  to-day  that  say  they  don’t 
want  to  be  a union  man  for  the  simple  reason 
they  are  making  a few  dollars  running  a “ham 
factory.”  But  after  all,  their  dollars  don’t  do 
them  any  good.  Let  me  relate  an  instance  that 
occurred  not  long  ago  on  the  Mobile  Division  of 
our  pike. 

There  was  an  agent  on  our  division  who  took 
a young  man  in  his  office,  allowing  him  every 
privilege,  trusting  him  with  money  orders,  and 
money  also,  teaching  him  telegraphy  and  agenc\ 
in  general.  Things  went  well  for  some  time,  but. 
alas,  what  happened?  The  agent  was  absent  one 
day,  and  student,  taking  advantage  of  the  oppor 
tunity,  forged  the  agent’s  name  to  an  express 
money  order  for  the  amount  of  $50.  Of  course  he 
was  caught  up  with,  but  it  was  too  late.  Say, 
you  nons,  what  do  you  think  of  that?  Are  you 
going  to  allow  yourself  to  be  beaten  by  the  in- 
significant rascals?  Come  on  now  and  join;  you 
will  never  regret  it.  If  you  don’t  like  our  deal- 
ings, draw  out,  but  always  pledge  yourself  not 
to  scab  on  a brother. 

Let  11s  hear  from  some  other  brother  on  our 
road  every  month.  I agree  with  Cert.  47*  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  things  on  the  Southern, 
and  as  lie  said  in  the  August  Tklkuhapher.  wr 
will  never  do  anything  by  waiting  for  somebod> 
eUe  to  do  what  wc  should  do. 

If  this  misses  Bro,  Quick’s  waste  liaskct,  will 
come  again  soon. 

Cert.  775** 
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St.  Louis  & Louisville  Lines — 

I have  just  finished  reading  August  number 
Telegrapher,  and  I notice  a write-up  from  Cert. 
471,  Mobile  Division,  in  which  he  states  there  is 
at  least  75  per  cent  Order  men,  and  I am  glad 
to  hear  it  and  can  say  that  this  division  of  the 
Southern  stands  at  least  80  per  cent  Order  men, 
but  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  are  making  slow 
strides  towards  perfecting  a solid  front,  for  the 
reasons  that  most  of  them  are  in  the  same  position 
that  I am,  being  handicapped  with  so  much  work 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  as  much  attention 
to  the  nons  as  we  would  like  to.  I can  say  that 
T am  continually  after  them  trying  to  get  them 
lined  up  on  the  east  end,  but  am  not  very  suc- 
cessful, as  I find  so  many  that  have  that  old 
excuse  you  are  all  aware  of  and  I will  not  make 
mention  of  the  words  here. 

I notice  some  one  who  made  the  write-up  in 
July  number  from  this  line  saying  the  company 
were  very  good  to  us,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
in  his  mind  but  what  we  would  get  a schedule, 
the  company  having  given  us  a $5  increase.  If 
such  is  the  case  I fail  to  see  the  color  of  the  man’s 
hair  that  has  been  given  this  raise. 

I think  we  need  an  organiser  to  go  the  east 
end,  as  we  have  some  pretty  tough  ones  over  there, 
and  it  takes  direct  talking  to  get  them.  I would 
be  glad  to  see  the  old  Southern  lined  up  and  a 
full,  gilt-edged  schedule  put  into  effect  over  all 
its  lines,  and  I will  say  that  it  would  not  take 
long  to  accomplish  this  feat  if  you  all  would  get 
your  business  sense  to  work  and  think  the  matter 
over,  and  what  is  in  store  for  us  not  thinking  of 
the  past  records  of  the  Southern,  but  that  we  will 
succeed  and  success  will  be  ours.  Now  that  you 
have  your  business  sense  to  work,  just  compare 
your  salary  with  the  brakeman  or  conductor,  your 
hours,  work,  responsibility,  and  other  duties.  Seems 
to  me  like  a man  with  good  horse  sense  could 
see  that  it  is  thorough  organization  that  brings 
these  good  salaries. 

Now,  gentlemen,  its  your  next  move.  I have 
been  at  the  business  almost  ten  years  and  have 
held  an  up-to-date  card  since  January,  1897;  have 
received  many  favors,  which  I could  not  have  re- 
ceived had  I no  card.  Have  received  an  increase 
of  $2.50  per  month  at  one  time  and  $5  at  another, 
all  secured  through  a committee  of  telegraphers, 
otherwise  I would  have  been  working  for  the  old 
$45  per,  so  you  can  see  what  this  increase  means. 
Please  understand  me  that  I did  not  get  this  on  the 
Southern,  but  I hope  to  see  the  day  when  we  will 
be  able  to  get  that  much  and  more. 

I would  like  to  hear  from  some  more  of  the 
boys  and  get  this  old  Southern  to  moving  in  the 
right  direction.  Cert.  3007. 


T.,  H.  & B.  Ry. 

As  1 do  not  know  of  any  particular  one  being 
appointed  to  give  us  a write-up,  and  thinking  that 
they  may  each  one  be  expecting  some  one  else  to 
do  it  this  time  and  the  result  would  be  our  non- 
appearance  in  The  Telegrapher,  therefore,  in  the 
hope  of  preventing  that  little  word,  “non,”  from 


having  any  part  or  existence  in  any  branch  of 
our  department,  I will  endeavor  to  do  my  part, 
whether  it  be  successful  or  not. 

I do  not  know,  but  I sincerely  hope,  that  not 
one  of  those  who  signed  the  papers  that  were 
presented  to  us  by  our  brother  less  than  a year 
ago,  have  dropped  out,  and  that  each  of  us  have 
made  it  a point  to  make  ourselves  100  per  cent 
strong  when  the  opportunity  presents  itself. 

I was  not  intimately  connected  with  the  work 
of  organizing  when  it  was  being  done.  I do  not 
know  just  how  our  standing  was  to  a man,  but 
I was  of  the  impression  before  the  organization 
was  complete  that  every  man  had  agreed  to  fill 
out  the  papers  when  presented,  except  one,  who 
delights  to  tell  you  about  his  nice  talks  with  the 
boys,  and  of  course  he  will  get  a raise  when  the 
company  can  afford  it. 

There  are  many  things  that  need  adjusting  to 
bring  us  near  the  equal  of  our  brothers  between 
whom  we  and  our  little  line  form  the  connecting 
link. 

I do  not  know  of  any  students  at  any  of  the 
offices  at  present,  and  I trust  there  are  none 
who  have  cousins  to  post  up.  Let  us  do  all  in 
out  power  to  avoid  this;  make  them  scarce  and 
those  in  authority  will  appreciate  our  services. 

Somebody  try  to  give  us  something  each  month, 
as  it  helps  to  keep  interest  up  in  the  Order. 

Cert.  2541. 


Jacksonville  Division,  No.  134. 

Division  134  met  in  Waycross  Sunday,  Septem- 
ber nth.  We  regret  to  say  the  attendance  was 
small,  there  being  only  five  of  “the  faithful” 
present,  two  from  the  B.  & W.,  one  from  the 
ThomasviHe  District,  and  on  each  from  the  West- 
ern Union  and  the  Postal  Waycross  offices. 

Now,  boys,  you  must  admit  that  this  was  a poor 
showing  for  Division  134,  and  I am  sure  that  you 
will  sec  to  it  that  there  is  a better  attendance 
hereafter. 

The  trouble  with  the  majority  of  the  boys  is, 
they  do  not  appreciate  their  personal  responsibili- 
ties and  duties.  Do  not  get  the  idea  into  your 
heads  that  it  is  enough  for  you  to  have  an  up-to- 
date  card  in  your  pocket.  When  you  have  reached 
this  stage  you  have  just  got  to  where  your  real 
work  for  the  Order  should  begin.  What  the  most 
of  us  in  this  "neck  of  the  woods”  need  is  edu- 
cation, and  for  this  reason  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  us  to  attend  our  meeting,  exchange  ideas 
and  perfect  plans  for  the  uplifting  of  the  Order, 
if  we  ever  expect  to  attain  a more  perfect  State 
of  organization,  such  as  is  enjoyed  by  our  brethren 
of  the  North  and  West. 

On  account  of  the  small  attendance  at  our  last 
meeting,  there  was  very  little  routine  business 
transacted.  Nevertheless,  we  had  a good  meeting, 
several  speeches  being  made  for  the  good  of  the 
Order.  Our  worthy  chairman,  Bro.  Strickland,  of 
the  Western  Union,  was  on  hand,  and  treated  us 
to  one  of  his  characteristic  speeches,  taking  for  his 
subject  the  grand  motto  of  our  Order,  “No  card, 
no  favors.”  Bro.  Strickland  lives  up  to  this  rule 
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on  all  occasions.  By  the  way,  we  have  just  been 
informed  that  he  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  W.  U.  at  VVaycross,  to  succeed  Mr.  Hubert, 
who  has  accepted  a position  with  the  same  company 
at  Macon.  We  extend  congratulations,  “KN,” 
on  your  well-merited  promotion. 

Bro.  Hammerly,  the  genial  manager  of  tlie 
Postal  at  Waycross,  was  present,  and  gave  us  a 
talk  that  showed  that  he  was  on  the  right  side  of 
the  fence.  Bro.  “H”  is  an  enthusiastic  O.  R.  T. 
man  and  always  ready  to  put  in  a word  where  it 
will  do  the  most  good. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  forming  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Bro.  Courson,  agent  at  Lulaton,  and  Bro. 
Singleterry,  of  Quitman,  two  staunch  O.  R.  T. 
boys,  who  are  always  ready  to  give  a reason  for 
the  faith  that  is  within  them.  Hope  to  see  you 
often,  boys,  at  many  future  meetings. 

Some  of  the  boys  along  the  line  who  could  not 
attend,  sent  letters  expressing  their  good  wishes. 
A good  idea,  boys.  When  you  cannot  attend  drop 
’em  a line  to  show  that  you  are  interested  in  the 
meeting.  Only  be  sure  you  cannot  possibly  attend 
l>efore  you  consent  to  be  represented  by  letter. 

Now,  boys  of  the  B.  & W.,  just  a word  with 
you.  I believe  I can  truthfully  say  that  we  have 
some  of  as  true-blue  O.  R.  T.  men  on  this  line 
as  can  be  found  anywhere  on  the  O.  C.  L.  Sys- 
tem, but  you  who  are  conversant  with  the  con- 
ditions as  they  exist  at  present,  must  admit  that 
there  is  a lot  of  missionary  work  to  do  before 
the  B.  & W.  is  brought  up  to  the  standard,  and 
it  is  up  to  every  loyal  brother  on  this  line  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  make  it  solid.  Send  out  your 
Telegrapher  to  some  non  after  you  have  read  it 
yourself.  Attend  your  meetings  and  get  new  ideas 
from  other  members  as  to  their  methods  of  land- 
ing nons,  and  keep  yourself  informed  on  all  sub- 
jects pertaining  to  the  upbuilding  of  our  noble 
Order. 

Always  do  your  full  duty  to  your  employers. 
Show  them  that  an  O.  R.  T.  man  is  superior  to 
a non,  and  that  it  is  the  chief  desire  of  each  and 
every  one  of  you  to  elevate  the  profession  and  to 
give  the  best  service  of  which  you  are  capable 
at  all  times. 

Don’t  forget  the  regular  meeting  day,  each 
second  Sunday  at  Waycross.  Your  presence  is 
earnestly  desired.  Pick  up  enough  interest  to  at- 
tend once  and  you  will  be  sure  to  go  again. 

“7.t”  to  every  member  of  the  O.  R.  T. 

Div.  Cor. 


Canadian  Pacific  Ry. 

Central  Division  — 

As  I have  failed  to  see  anything  in  our  journal 
for  some  time,  will  make  a start  and  see  if  it  will 
not  get  others  enthused  to  follow  suit. 

On  some  parts  of  this  division  we  have  not  had 
a meeting  called  for  six  or  seven  months,  and  at 
the  last  meeting  over  sixty  members  were  present. 
We  should  have  kept  the  good  work  going  along 
and  taken  up  the  work  where  we  left  off.  A meet- 
ing is  a splendid  place  for  the  chairman  to  explain 
to  the  members  what  is  being  done.  Then  each 


member  will  feel  he  has  a part  to  take  in  the  work 
It  is  not  through  the  efforts  of  private  individuals 
we  must  look  for  success.  Ever  since  Bro.  Perham 
got  our  Order  running  on  a clean,  business  hasis, 
lie,  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  members  all 
over  the  continent,  has  placed  our  Order  in  the 
proud  position  it  now  stands,  one  of  the  foremost 
of  railroad  organizations. 

Would  it  not  be  a good  idea  for  every  local 
chairman  to  call  a meeting  and  discuss  in  a fra 
ternal  spirit  the  many  important  questions  which 
we  are  now  up  against?  Our  officers  would  advise 
the  Grand  Officers  the  decisions  of  the  meeting, 
which  would  be  of  more  value  to  them  than  a large 
number  of  private  opinions,  and  would  help  them 
to  come  to  some  settled  line  of  action  to  settle 
these  important  questions,  which  should  soon  Ik 
settled.  We  have  'had  no  trouble  in  getting  away 
to  meetings,  as  we  have  as  considerate  and  oblig 
ing  set  of  officials  as  you  can  find  anywhere. 

Some  one  else  next.  Cert.  139?. 


Atlantic  Division — 

Have  not  seen  our  meeting  report  yet;  will 
show  up  in  next  issue. 

At  “JO,”  Bro.  Burpee  is  off  on  holidays;  having 
swell  time  watching  the  bathers  at  the  shore  and 
playing  ball  between  times.  I understand  he  did 
some  very  brilliant  playing  at  a recent  game  at 
“BD.”  Did  you  combine  business  with  pleastm 
at  that  point,  brother? 

“13”  F.  J.  Cormier  is  coming  in  shortly. 

At  “W,”  Bro.  Belding,  the  up-to-date  reiirl 
agent,  is  relieving  Bro.  Palmer,  who  has  taken 
another  trip  to  Yarmouth  to  see  how  the  apple 
crop  is  coming  along,  and  also  how  that  rosy 
cheeked  damsel  in  the  valley  is  standing  the  pleas- 
ant weather. 

Bro.  Belding  next  goes  to  “BD”  to  relieve  Mr. 
Rowley  and  to  enjoy  some  fresh  air  and  a boat 
sail  or  two  on  the  beautiful  river. 

Would  like  to  hear  from  you,  “JA.”  Break  11 
gently. 

Bro.  Cauldfield  holds  it  down  days  at  “W"  in 
his  usual  happy  style  and  spends  his  spare  evenings 
at  “BD.”  No  complaint  of  painters’  colic  from  the 
brothers  at  “W.”  Standard  paint  is  O.  K. 

Bro.  Fairweather,  at  “NS,”  very  busy  with 
ballast  trains  and  handling  blueberries.  Getting 
up  at  4:00  a.  m.  means  quite  a lot  of  lucre  foi 
our  worthy  brother’s  pocket,  while  the  commission 
on  berries  will  make  him  feel  rich.  You  deserve 
all  you  get,  brother. 

Bro.  J.  Buchanan,  at  “GB,”  is  having  a very 
fine  station  built  with  dwelling  accommodations, 
which  is  now  near  completion.  The  old  office,  I 
understand,  is  to  be  moved  to  the  rear  of  new 
station  as  another  relic  of  ye  bygone  days. 

Bro.  Stevenson,  our  worthy  night  dispatcher,  had 
the  misfortune  to  meet  with  an  accident  the  othet 
day  while  boarding  an  electric  car.  The  cat 
started  up,  throwing  Bro.  “O”  heavily,  resulting 
in  a very  painful  injury  to  his  leg,  and  it  is  feared 
it  will  be  some  time  before  he  will  be  able  to  set 
his  foot  on  the  ground  again.  Mr.  Noble  and  Bro. 
Merriman  are  doubling  up  until  Bro.  Stevenson 
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recovers,  which  we  sincerely  hope  will  not  be  long. 
You  -have  our  sympathy,  “O.” 

It  was  with  profound  sorrow  we  received  the 
news  of  another  bereavement  at  the  home  of  oui 
esteemed  chairman,  Bro.  P.  A.  Nason,  in  the 
sudden  demise  of  his  youngest  child.  It  seems 
only  a few  short  weeks  ago  since  the  brothers 
nn  this  division  contributed  an  appropriate  **f). 

R.  TV*  wreath  at  the  funeral  of  Bro.  Nason**- 
wife.  This  was  followed  closely  by  the  death  of 
his  mother,  and  now  the  sudden  demise  of  the 
youngest  member  of  his  family.  Knowing  there 
is  little  w'e  can  say  or  do  to  comfort  the  sad 

hearts  of  our  brother’s  family,  yet  we  wish  it 
known  that  he  is  not  forgotten  in  his  sad  be- 
reavement. Our  earnest  and  sincere  sympathy 

goes  out  to  him. 

For  your  information  I will  say  that  “W. 
F.  N.”  is  in  possession  of  all  necessary  papers, 
and  assures  me  that  just  as  soon  as  some  offices 
on  this  division  give  a little  better  service  by 

answering  their  call  more  promptly,  he  will  sign 
his  name  and  come  in.  This  is  up  to  those  whom 
it  may  concern.  He  does  not  expect  a man  to  be 
in  two  places  at  once,  but  thinks  a little  dis- 
cretion might  be  used  to  advantage  on  a good 
many  occasions.  That  office  certainly  should  have 
our  best  support  and  attention.  Give  me  a chance 
to  test  him  again,  boys. 

You  will  probably  recall  your  promises  to  send 
me  a little  news  from  your  locality.  Please  put 
your  promise  into  practice.  By  waiting  to  hear 
from  you  I have  been  too  late  for  present  issue 
of  ’journal. 

More  anon  annumerate.  Cert.  1738. 

Chicago,  Great  Western  Ry. 

Boys,  I am  very  much  surprised  to  see  the 
little  interest  taken  in  our  noble  Order  on  this 
line.  We  were  the  first  road  in  the  States  of 
Iowa  and  Illinois  to  secure  a schedule,  and  have 
had  a revision  in  same,  but  of  late  we  have  lost 
interest  in  our  own  welfare  and  now  there  is  not 
a road  in  above-mentioned  States  but  what  has  a 
$47.50,  $50  and  $55  minimum,  and  we  lay  down 
with  a $45. 

Brothers,  we  have  lots  of  grievances.  Look 
at  the  U.  S.  mail  imposition  thrown  on  us  with- 
out a cent  compensation  for  it.  If  you  miss  a 
mail  sack  and  don’t  put  it  on  the  train,  they 
charge  one  dollar  a sack  up  against  your  next 
check.  One  man  on  a neighboring  railroad  missed 
eighteen  sacks  one  night,  which  meant  $18,  and 
his  day’s  pay  came  to  $1.48.  Still,  he  had  to 
work  a month  to  pay  it  up.  Are  we  to  stand  for 
this?  Not  me.  Is  it  you?  The  Government  pays 
a rural  mail  carrier  at  $720  per  year  to  take  out 
fifty  or  sixty  advertisements  to  the  farmers  daily, 
and  I’ll  venture  to  say  these  carriers  do  not 
earn  this  Government  one  dollar  a year.  Now, 
if  this  Uncle  Sam  of  ours  is  so  rich,  let  him 
pay  the  postmaster  $10  a month  to  bring  this 
mail  to  the  trains  and  dispatch  and  receive  such 
mail;  or,  in  other  words,  if  the  railroad  com 
pany  is  getting  such  a fat  thing  from  the  Govern 
ment  for  doing  this  work,  we  are  the  boys  who 


earn  a big  portion  of  it,  and  we  are  going  to 
have  it.  Arc  you  another  added  to  the  roll  of 
fighters  for  the  right? 

Make  a complete  schedule  \fritoh  a $75  minimum, 
U.  S.  mail  $10  per  month,  or  not  handle  it.' 

I want  to  say  that  we  have  telegraph  jobs 
here  on  this  single  track  that  requires  a good 
telegrapher  at  each  station,  therefore,  a Highland 
Park  or  college  student  would  take  for  the  woods 
the  first  day  here.  Cut  loose,  you  General  Corn 
mittee,  we  each  have  fifty  cents  and  its  yours 
quick  as  you  show  your  colors.  We  are  your 
seconds  and  have  the  grit.  We  will  stand  like 
men  and  never  give  in.  You  fellows  look  like 
thirty-five  cents  alongside  of  a conductor  pay-day; 
can’t  buy  a bowl  of  soup  without  looking  em- 
barassed.  Get  out  like  men  and  say  you  are 
tired  coming  in  second  here.  I for  one  say, 
stop  this  right  here  by  the  first  of  January,  1905. 
Now,  don’t  waste  any  more  time,  but  get  those 
information  blanks  out  here,  and  you  fellows  fill 
them  up  and  say  you  stand  for  so  much  and  don’t 
weaken.  The  country  is  full  of  jobs.  Watch  the 
termination  of  the  M.,  K.  & T.  strike  if  you  want 
to  see  how  strong  the  telegraph  fraternity  is. 

Cert.  466. 


C.,  N.  O.  & T.  P.  Ry. 

Chattanooga  Division — 

This  is  my  first  attempt  and  if  it  passes  Bro. 
Quick’s  waste-basket  I will  try  and  do  better  next 
time. 

I am  proud  to  say  we  are  80  per  cent  strong 
on  this  division,  and  why  not  be  represented  in 
our  noble  journal  every  month? 

Brothers,  don’t  wait  on  some  one  else.  Let  us 
show  our  colors.  You  all  know  there  are  just 
as  good  O.  R.  T.  men  on  this  pike  as  anywhere. 
As  to  the  night  force,  we  are  solid  with  the 
exception  of  six  or  seven,  and  two  or  three  of 
them  are  waiting  on  their  applications,  which 
they  will  receive  in  short  time. 

It  looks  like  another  poor  Christmas  to  me. 
Brothers,  I am  in  favor  of  a meeting.  We  can 
have  it  if  we  will  only  try.  I think  if  we  could 
get  together  once  a month  it  would  only  be  a 
short  time  until  we  could  say  the  cue,  but  as 
long  as  we  wait  on  some  one  else  to  do  it  all 
we  can’t  expect  much.  You  would  all  like  to 
have  a raise  and  an  up-to-date  schedule.  The 
only  way  to  get  it  is  for  every  one  of  us  to 
keep  right  after  the  nons. 

1 would  give  you  a line-up  but  I think  all  the 
boys  know  w'here  the  nons  are. 

Cert.  5398. 


E.  P.  & N.  E.  System. 

For  a few  days  last  week,  it  seemed  as  if  we 
were  without  a railroad,  but  since  the  w'ashout 
near  Tucumcari  has  been  repaired,  we  again  feel 
at  home. 

This  system  can  boast  of  having  one  non  only, 
and  w’e  hope  he  may  soon  realize  his  position  and 
be  one  of  us. 
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The  brothers  at  Carrizozo  have  been  exposed 
to  small-pox.  Don’t  be  scared,  boys,  our  class  is 
like  the  O.  R.  T.,  “undisfigurable.” 

Bro.  Shaw,  at  barilla  Junction,  is  all  smiles 
since  the  arrival  of  a new  baby  girl  at  his  house 
last  Monday.  Congratulations,  Bro.  “MS.” 

Bro.  Avery  has  bumped  himself  into  days  at 
Pintado. 

Bro.  Beckham  is  doing  the  owl  act  at  Torrance, 
relieving  Bro.  Padden,  who,  I understand,  has 
left  the  service,  but  we  hope  he  may  change  his 
mind  and  take  a vacation  only.  Bro.  Beckham 
was  relieved  at  Kscondida  by  Bro.  Congleton,  who 
is  keeping  the  jack-rabbits  company  with  his  six- 
shooter. 

Bro.  Cook,  at  Tularosa,  complains  of  being 
very  much  overworked  while  the  fruit  season  is 
on.  It  will  develop  your  muscles,  “WC,”  if  you 
will  freeze  to  it. 

Bro.  Lynch,  of  Corona,  is  off  for  thirty  days 
looking  for  shady  groves  and  pastures  new. 

Bro.  Hanrahan,  formerly  general  chairman,  has 
returned  from  his  trip  to  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  and 
is  looking  as  fresh  as  a rose  on  a dewy  morning. 

Bro.  Wines  has  tendered  his  resignation  and 
will  leave  us  soon.  Luck  to  you,  “RO.” 

Bro.  Turner  is  acting  high  agent  at  Corona, 
where  he  is  relieving  Bro.  Lynch. 

The  conditions  of  our  division  cannot  be  beaten 
and  we  feel  proud  of  it.  Notwithstanding  it  is 
small  and  finances  growing  slowly,  we  have  hip 
pockets  when  the  distressed  appeal  for  help. 

The  greatest  of  harmony  prevails,  and  not  a 
grievance  has  been  officially  presented  for  con- 
sideration that  has  not  met  with  prompt  and 
satisfactory  action.  We  consider  this  a good  show 
ing  for  such  a small  system.  This  is  a strictly 
seniority  camp  and  every  worthy  member  gets 
full  benefit  of  the  schedule,  which  is  not  excelled 
in  the  Southwest. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  member  will  do  in  the 
future  what  they  have  been  doing  in  the  past, 
advising  our  secretary  names  and  addresses  of 
all  new  employes  in  our  department.  Immedi- 
ately when  a change  is  made,  members  on  leave 
of  absence,  or  leaving  the  service,  should  keep 
secretary  and  treasurer  advised  of  their  where- 
alxuits  so  long  as  they  remain  members.  Many 
members  leaving  the  service  do  not  even  advise 
postmasters  of  their  new  address.  Let  us  all 
keep  in  touch  like  faithful  soldiers,  for  the  time 
is  approaching  that  many  lines  deep  will  he  needed 
to  liberate  us  from  slavery. 

Tlu*  writer  is  under  the  impression  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  Division  137  are  in 
favor  of  a per  cent  raise,  according  to  conditions 
existing  on  each  system,  and  I think  this  would 
be,  and  is  the  only  road  to  success.  To  ask  for 
a universal  minimum  of  $75  is  sure  to  end  to 
our  sorrow.  I think  that  it  would  he  wise  foi 
roads  that  at  present  have  a $70  or  $75  minimum, 
to  ask  for  the  minimum  in  question,  but  systems 
that  have  small  tnininnims  must  reach  the  higher 
figures  by  steps,  and  not  ask  for  too  much  at 
once.  If  we  ever  accomplish  our  aims,  we  will 


have  to  do  it  from  a conservative  standpoint  to  a 
certain  extent. 

Would  be  pleased  to  hear  fro  n the  other 
brothers  relative  to  the  course  we  should  pursue 
to’  accomplish  our  aims. 

I think  the  only  way  we  can  get  even  with  the 
Santa  Fe  is  for  all  members  to  keep  out  of  the 
service  of  that  company.  I know  of  a member, 
and  don’t  have  to  go  to  the  second  party  to  get 
my  information,  that  was  discharged  by  the  Santa 
Fe  very  recently  with  no  charge  against  him  ex- 
cept that  he  was  a member  and  a worker  of  the 
Order. 

Would  lie  pleased  to  hear  from  some  other 
brother  on  this  subject,  as  weH  as  on  the  $75 
minimum. 

As  the  writer  is  new  in  the  service  of  this  sys- 
tem, he  asks  to  be  excused  and  will  try  to 
familiarize  himself  more  of  the  happenings  on  our 
division  and  try  to  do  better  next  month. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Bro.  R.  C. 
McGhee  has  left  Kl  Paso  freight  office.  Under 
stand  he  has  gone  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  G.  V.  Holliman  is  the  new  man  who  is 
looking  for  an  up-to-date  card  every  day. 

Cert.  4s 


Hocking  Valley  R.  R. 

Hocking  Division — 

Things  begin  to  look  very  encouraging  on  the 
H.  V.  compared  with  the  past. 

Until  recently,  the  boys,  in  trying  to  organize, 
were  too  loud  in  their  praise  of  the  O.  R.  T.. 
and  the  consequence  was  that  each  got  the  can 
tied  to  him. 

It  is  being  worked  on  the  quiet  now,  and  the 
results  are  really  more  than  we  anticipated. 

A short  time  ago  a paper  was  sent  along  the 
line  asking  what  each  one  wanted,  and  whether 
or  not  he  would  join  the  O.  R.  T.  and  stick  up 
for  his  rights.  It  was  signed  by  nearly  every 
one  and  when  near  its  destination  it  disappeared. 
The  lowest  kind  of  a scab  got  hold  of  it,  who 
sent  it  to  the  general  superintendent,  thinking  he 
would  get  a feather  in  his  cap  by  so  doing.  I 
have  failed,  as  yet,  to  see  the  feather.  Neverthe 
less,  five  of  our  best  men  were  compelled  to  seek 
new  pastures. 

Take  courage,  hoys;  they  say  a change  of 
jKisture  is  good  for  a fattened  calf.  We  can  get 
nothing  worse  than  we  now  have.  Let  us  place 
ourselves  with  the  company  like  the  trainmen,  so 
strong  that  instead  of  filling  our  places  with  nons 
will  furnish  special  trains  that  we  may  attend 
our  picnics  and  halls  same  as  the  B.  R.  T. 

Let  us  first  of  all  arrange  a meeting  place 
that  we  may  get  together  and  discuss  the  best 
course  to  pursue  in  order  to  bring  the  nons 
into  the  fold  and  do  away  with  these  ham 
factories. 

In  talking  to  some  of  our  agents  who  do  their 
own  telegraphing,  they  say,  what  would  we  do  in 
case  there  was  a strike  and  all  men  called  out; 
I am  getting  good  money,  all  that  I could  ask  for; 
why  should  I risk  my  position  by  becoming  a 
membci  of  the  Order? 
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Do  we  want  this  kind  of  a man,  who,  because 
he  is  getting  good  money  and  has  a boy  or  two 
to  do  his  work,  would  not  be  willing  to  sacrifice 
a little  in  order  to  help  a brother  secure  his 
rights?  In  my  mind  this  is  not  the  kind  of  a man 
we  are  looking  for.  It  is  the  good,  loyal  brother 
who  will  be  of  some  benefit  in  time  of  need. 

Let  us  hear  from  some  one  else  on  this  subject; 
would  also  like  to  see  a few  lines  from  Toledo 
Division.  Ckrt.  7180. 


Norfolk  & Southern  R.  R. 

As  Itro.  Ouick's  waste-basket  was  not  the  re- 
cipient of  my  other  attempt  at  giving  the  news 
of  the  N.  & S.,  1 will  again  endeavor  to  give  the 
news  as  best  1 can. 

On  August  10th  the  committee  who  was  ap- 
|M>inted  to  present  our  schedule  was  honored  with 
a conference  with  the  general  superintendent. 
He  received  us  very  cordially,  but  could  not  give 
us  any  satisfaction  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
general  manager  was  very  ill.  The  general  super- 
intendent assured  us  the  matter  would  have  prompt 
attention  as  soon  as  the  general  manager  recovered. 
Up  to  this  writing  we  have  not  had  any  reply, 
as  the  general  manager  is  still  indisposed. 

There  have  been  several  changes  made  since 
my  last  communication. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Pendleton  has  resigned  the  agency 
at  Win  fall,  N.  C.,  and  has  been  succeeded  by 
Mr.  F.  V.  Wood,  of  Okisko,  N.  C.  Sorry  to  lose 
you  and  we  will  greatly  miss  that  old  familiar 
“CY.” 

Mr.  C.  Woodard  has  resigned  Shawboro  agency 
to  enter  the  mercantile  life  at  Hickory,  Va. 
We  wish  him  much  success.  He  is  succeeded 

by  Mr.  P.  C.  Halstead. 

It  was  rumored  that  Bro.  “W,”  at  “H.”  was 
going  to  quit  but  we  hope  not  for  he  is  a 

staunch  O.  R.  T.  boy. 

Bro.  “RO,”  at  “DK,”  is  just  back  from  a ten- 
days’  vacation.  He  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Bros.  “SN,”  at  “NS,”  and  “BX,”  at  "NW,” 
arc  away  on  their  vacation,  and  arc  seeing  the 
sights  at  the  St.  Louis  Fair.  Bro.  Snowden  is 
being  relieved  by  his  brother  and  Bro.  Britton  by- 
Mr.  Lackland. 

If  these . few  items  should  by  chance  get  into 
our  noble  journal,  1 will  come  again. 

Correspondent. 


Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Fourth  and  Fifth  Divisions — 

A joint  meeting  was  held  by  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Divisions  at  Pulaski  House,  Savannah,  last  Sun- 
day in  August.  A number  of  the  boys  from  both 
divisions  with  two  visitors,  Bro.  Capps,  from  the 
A.  C.  L.,  and  Bro.  Rogers,  from  C.  of  G.  were 
present,  and  made  the  meeting  a very  interesting 
one.  The  boys  north  of  Savannah  were  a little 
late. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  our  worthy  Bro. 
Smith,  of  Fifth  Division,  and  a general  routine 
of  business  transacted  as  usual.  The  boys  from 


Fifth  Division  were  Very  liberal  in  contributing 
for  the  purchase  of  a mimeograph  for  their  local 
chairman. 

The  next  thing  on  foot  is  to  take  up  a collec- 
tion to  send  an  organizer  over  the  division  for 
the  purpose  of  hauling  in  the  few  nons  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  bring  over.  We  think  this 
a very  good  idea,  and  hope  the  organizer  wiil 
be  a man  who  is  not  afraid  to  talk,  and  that  he 
will  meet  with  no  failure  to  bring  over  the  last 
non  on  the  division.  While  there  are  only  a few 
hard-hearted  sinners,  we  want  them. 

We  are  indeed  glad  to  see  the  Fourth  Division 
coming  to  the  front  so  fast.  We  are  now-  a Wit 
solid  between  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  Jacksonville, 
Fla.  Out  of  thirty-three  operators  we  only  find 
three  nons  who  are  promising,  and  understand  the 
River  Junction  district  is  in  pretty  good  shape. 

Boys,  why  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  work 
and  show  how  we  stand?  We  want  a solid  line 
by  the  last  of  October  and  must  have  k. 

Five  new  members  added  to  our  list  since 
first  of  August. 

Bro.  O.  M.  White,  of  Greenville,  Fla.,  recently 
appointed  assistant  local  chairman  of  Fourth  Divi- 
sion. He  being  a red-hot  O.  R.  T.  man  we  feel 
that  he  will  make  it  hot  for  the  few  nons  on 
his  district. 

We  wish  to  extend  to  our  worthy  brother,  G. 
W.  Chitty,  of  Olar,  S.  C.,  our  heartfelt  sympathy, 
he  having  met  with  the  misfortune  of  losing  his 
good  and  faithful  wife  recently,  liod  knows  best 
in  all  cases.  We  all  must  part  some  day,  but 
should  live  in  a way  that  we  will  meet  in  iieavcn 
never  to  part  again. 

With  brotherly  love  to  all. 

Fraternally, 

Cert.  40 .. 

First  Division  S.  A.  L.  — 

Meeting  of  the  first  division  was  held  at  Nor- 
lina,  night  of  the  13th  of  August.  While  this 
is  an  unlucky  number,  it  did  not  mar  the  meeting, 
nor  stop  the  brethren  from  attending,  yet  some 
were  kept  away  on  account  of  not  getting  transpor- 
tation in  time. 

I wish  to  call  their  attention  to  the  J5  cents 
fine  for  non-attendance,  unless  good  excuses  can 
be  given.  The  fact  of  waiting  until  the  last  day 
to  ask  for  a pass  will  not  go,  for  it  is  known  that 
the  superintendent  will  furnish  same  if  asked  for 
in  time.  Where  they  are  slow  in  coming  always 
give  yourself  time  to  duplicate  your  request. 

Bro.  Gumming,  local  secretary,  having  been 
elected  general  secretary  and  treasurer,  by  unan- 
imous vote  Bro.  J.  S.  Vaughan,  of  Ridgeway,  was 
elected  to  fill  that  office  in  the  future. 

On  account  of  sickness,  Bro.  W.  R.  Vaughan, 
local  chairman,  could  not  be  present,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  he  will  soon  be  well  and  he  present 
at  the  October  meeting. 

All  the  brethren  present  did  not  fail  to  talk, 
bringing  up  matters  f < »r  advice  and  for  the  good 
of  the  < >rdcr. 
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Bro.  Eastman,  night  man  at  Norlina,  was  initi- 
ated, and  is  now  in  line  and  says  he  will  always 
carry  an  up-to-date  with  him. 

Through  our  general  chairman,  Bro.  Parker, 
the  Episcopal  Chapel  has  been  secured  for  our 
meeting  place,  where  all  future  meetings  will  be 
held.  Thanks  were  extended  to  Bro.  Parker.  This 
selection  pleases  all. 

The  schedule  has  been  sent  out  to  all,  and  if 
anyone  has  been  slighted  please  drop  Bro.  Parker 
a card  and  you  can  get  one. 

The  pike  on  this  end  has  only  two  nons,  and 
by  the  next  meeting  it  is  hoped  that  they  will 
be  in  the  ring  and  up-to-date. 

Division  97  extends  greeting  to  our  dear  broth- 
el's on  the  ”Katy,”  and  are  proud  to  know  that 
they  are  holding  solid;  that  there  has  been  no 
desertions.  Hold  the  fort  for  victory  must  be  your 
reward.  The  officials  will  try  all  sorts  of  tricks, 
but  let  your  doing  be  upright  and  honorable,  and 
with  this  you  will  forever  have  the  masses  with 
you  in  your  strife. 

The  Santa  Fe  has  learned  a bitter  lesson,  and 
they  know  it,  yet  they  try  to  hide  it. 

Wanderer  is  all  right;  why  not  try  the  vote 
question,  it  will  do  no  harm.  It  will  show  the 
sentiment  of  the  brethren. 

It  is  noted  that  our  commercial  brothers  are 
having  a rough  time  with  the  W.  U.  account 
opposition  to  the  fraternity.  Can  no  steps  be 
taken  in  all  future  schedules  demanding  10  per 
cent  for  all  W.  U.  business  done  on  all  railroads? 


Then  tackle  the  mail  question,  for  it  is  grand 
to  be  chief  cook  and  bottle-washer  at  a station. 

If  this  does  not  catch'  the  basket  will  do  better 
next  time.  Cert.  75. 

Operators  Attention. 

I have  a daughter  who  has  distinguished  herself 
by  heading  all  competitors  at  her  school  examina- 
tions, in  one  case  heading  1,730  competitors.  She 
has  obtained  her  diploma  as  pianist  and  plays  the 
pipe  organ.  She  is  her  teacher’s  star  pupil.  She 
lias  had  many  flattering  notices  in  the  daily  press 
;md  has  caused  quite  a stir  in  a town  of  50,000 
jKsople.  She  gave  a piano  recital  last  winter  that 
drew  a house  crowded  to  the  doors.  If  1 can  get 
fifty  subscribers  to  the  Brown  Book  of  Boston 
at  $1.00  per  annum,  with  “Modern  Women.”  a 
tine  magazine  given  free,  I am  quite  confident 
my  daughter  will  be  one  of  the  twenty-five  suc- 
cessful competitors  and  win. a scholarship.  If  you 
subscribe,  please  remit  direct  to  “The  Brown  Book” 
College  Dept.,  99-101  Broad  Street,  Boston,  but 
be  sure  to  ask  them  to  credit  my  account  as 
canvassing  agent.  If  tny  daughter  wins  she  will 
get  a four  years’  college  scholarship,  and  if  1 
obtain  the  necessary  subscriptions  through  thi> 
notice  in  The  Railroad  Telegrapher,  1 will  give 
a handsome  bonus  to  the  funds  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Telegraphers. 

W.  H.  Twoiiv, 

Cert.  619.  l)iv.  70. 
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THE  MISSOURI,  KANSAS  AND  TEXAS 
RAILWAY  STRIKE. 

HE  strike  of  the  telegraphers  on  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Rail- 
way  has  developed  into  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  struggles  of  its  kind  on 
record.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
strike  took  effect  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  August  ist,  and  as  it  still  con- 
tinues and  is  effective,  it  takes  the  record 
for  duration  and  persistence. 

Very  few  of  the  old  employes  have  ex- 
pressed a desire  at  any  time  to  return  to 
work  without  a satisfactory  agreement  is 
reached.  One  here  and  there  has  found 
his  way  back,  but  the  conditions  are  such 
on  the  road  that  they  soon  wish  that  their 
nerve  had  held  out  better,  and  in  conse- 
quence some  of  them  have  gone  out  the 
second  time. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  determination  of 
some  of  the  old  employes  who  never  worked 
on  any  other  road  then  the  “Katy,”  and 


on  that  account  having  had  misgivings  about 
making  a start  on  any  other  road,  and 
furthermore,  on  account  of  having  their 
families  and,  perhaps,  some  property  located 
in  the  towns  where  they  have  had  their 
residence  for  some  time  past,  the  men  have 
started  to  earn  their  living  in  some  other 
way  besides  railroading,  and  it  is  remark- 
able to  note  the  many  different  lines  of 
business  they  have  gone  into.  Some  have 
opened  stores,  others  hotels  and  rooming 
houses,  others  are  selling  vegetables,  others 
picking  cotton.  In  fact,  it  seems  to  be  any- 
thing to  make  an  honest  living  in  prefer- 
ence to  slavery  on  the  “Katy.”  It  is  the 
greatest  exhibition  of  pluck  and  persistence 
ever  shown  by  any  organized  body. 

There  are  indications  that  the  fight  will 
narrow  down  to  a test  of  endurance,  and 
the  organized  telegraphers  of  the  country 
will,  in  common  with  all  other  organized 
labor,  have  to  lend  a hand  in  the  fight. 
That  they  will  do  it  cheerfully  goes  without 
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saying,  and  the  requisite  word  will  be  given 
when  it  is  known  that  a settlement  cannot 
be  reached.  The  matter  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Convention,  now  in  session,  the  matter 
will  probably  be  finally  decided  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  “Katy”  goes  on  the  unfair  list. 

An  enormous  amount  of  literature  has 
been  circulated  since  the  strike  began  and 
a general  idea  of  the  prevailing  situation 
can  be  gathered  from  the  following  excerpts 
from  the  bulletins: 

October  20th. 

There  are  different  conceptions  of  loyalty. 
One  is  that  a man  should  do  whatever  his 
employer  wants  him  to  do  without  reierence 
to  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong,  and  should 
look  up  to  him  as  his  benefactor  and  pre- 
server, and  act  the  part  of  a subservient 
flunkey  as  long  as  he  lives.  Another  is 
that  of  the  man  who  is  self-respecting  at 
all  times,  is  loyal  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  to  himself,  his  family,  his  employer 
and  all  of  his  friends.  The  man  with  the 
last  conception  can  be  trusted  anywhere  to 
do  anything  that  he  undertakes  to  do;  he 
lives  decently,  respected  by  all  and  when  he 
dies  faces  the  future  without  fear  in  his 
heart.  The  other  fellow  ekes  out  a mean 
existence  and  it  would  have  been  better 
for  all  concerned  if  he  had  never  been  born. 
He  helps  no  one  while  he  lives  and  his  mode 
of  thought  and  manner  of  living  is  a bad 
example  for  others. 

The  men  who  are  now  working  in  the 
“Katy”  telegraph  offices  are  trying  to  earn 
a reputation  as  being  loyal  to  the  company’s 
interests.  But  how  about  their  loyalty  to 
their  fellowmen,  their  co-workers  and  their 
dependent  families?  Could  men  who  will- 
ingly trample  the  best  interests  of  their  craft 
under  foot  in  such  a manner,  for  such  a 
paltry  reward  ever  be  loyal  to  anything  or 
anybody  ? 

It  is  fitting  that  such  men  should  be 
shunned  and  despised  by  their  co-workers 
aver  after  when  they  have  made  such  an 
exhibition  of  degeneracy  and  meanness. 
At  the  present  time  some  of  these  delectables 
are  writing  under  assumed  names  to  get 
a copy  of  the  M.,  K.  & T.  Scab  List.  That 
matter  is  evidently  worrying  them,  but  they 


can  rest  easy  for  awhile  as  the  list  will 
not  be  printed  until  it  is  known  to  be  com- 
plete or  nearly  so.  At  the  present  time 
names  are  being  added  to  it  every  little 
while.  As  the  intention  is  to  print  about 
50,000  copies  there  will  be  plenty  for  all 
interested.  They  will  be  nicely  illustrated 
with  half-tones,  and  every  telegrapher  in 
the  United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico  will 
eventually  have  one  in  his  pocket  for  ready 
reference. 

How’s  this  for  a letter: 

“Kindly  mail  me  a copy  of  your  October 
issue  of  The  Railroad  Telegrapher  and 
oblige ; also  a copy  of  your  new  book,  en- 
titled “Scab  Book,”  of  which  your  Septem- 
ber number  speaks.  I am  very  sorry  I am 
not  an  operator,  or  possibly  I might  become 
interested  enough  to  become  a member.” 

The  writer  is  a telegrapher  now,  working 
in  a striker’s  place,  but  as  there  is  a chance 
of  getting  him  to  quit,  no  names  are  given. 

October  21st 

Did  you  ever  think  of  the  immensely  in- 
creased earning  capacity  of  a freight  train 
over  that  of  a “prairie  schooner?”  In  olden 
times  an  ox-team  would  haul  three  thousand 
pounds  of  freight  in  a wagon  and  the  tariff 
for  such  hauling  would  be  about  seventy- 
five  cents  per  hundred  pounds  per  hundred 
miles  in  a level  country.  A stunt  of  twenty 
miles  per  day  was  considered  very  good 
work  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  owners 
of  the  outfit.  They  managed  to  get  good 
dividends  out  of  their  investments. 

An  ordinary  locomotive,  we  will  say, 
hauls  sixteen  hundred  tons  of  freight  one 
hundred  miles  in  one  day  and  the  cost  of 
running  the  locomotive  is  about  twenty-five 
cents  per  mile.  There  ought  to  be  enough 
money  in  such  business  to  enable  the  man- 
agers of  it  to  pay  fair  wages  and  handsome 
dividends. 

As  it  is,  such  railroads  as  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  & Texas  only  pay  fair  wages  when 
it  is  forced  to  do  so,  and  everybody  knows 
it  has  had  to  pass  dividends  on  its  pre- 
ferred stock  even  in  its  most  prosperous 
times. 

The  secret  of  it  is  that  the  road  has  been 
severely  financed  in  the  past.  In  other  words 
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it  is  trying  to  earn  dividends  on  money 
that  never  was  actually  put  into  the  concern, 
and  its  fixed  charges  keep  it  constantly 
skimming  between  the  devil  and  the  deep 
blue  sea. 

To  cut  off  ten  per  cent  of  its  earnings  is 
to  change  its  status  from  a solvent  concern 
to  a loser  that  every  investor  would  wish 
to  steer  clear  of  and  give  a wide  berth. 

Do  you  think  that  the  telegraphers'  strike 
has  cut  off  ten  per  cent  of  the  road's 
earnings  for  the  months  of  August,  Septem- 
ber and  October? 

Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  make  the 
present  conditions  continue  for  years  to 
come? 

Do  you  think  that  ill-feeling  toward  the 
organized  telegraphers  will  be  sufficient 
reason  for  the  owners  of  the  property  to 
continue  the  conditions  that  now  exist? 

We  will  leave  you  to  answer  these  conun- 
drums and  make  your  own  deductions  from 
them. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  telegrapher  who 
reads  nearly  all  the  business  and  social 
secrets  of  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides, in  the  telegrams  he  handles,  is  the 
most  universally  trusted  man  anywhere ; 
usually  he  has  the  implicit  confidence  of 
the  public,  and  from  the  nature  of  his  busi- 
ness it  seems  absolutely  imperative  that  it 
should  be  so.  Instances  of  breach  of  trust 
on  their  part  are  so  rare  that  few  persons 
can  cite  an  instance  of  the  kind,  although 
there  are  more  than  forty  thousand  of  them 
in  the  business. 

It  used  to  be  urged  as  an  argument 
against  telegraphers  organizing  that  their 
fealty  to  their  organization  would  probably 
cause  them  to  betray  the  interests  of  their 
employers  for  the  benefit  of  their  organiza- 
tion. They  have  been  organized  for  over 
eighteen  years  but  no  one  ever  heard  of 
such  a thing  really  happening. 

Telegraphers  take  pride  in  the  trust  nat- 
urally imposed  in  them  and  carefully  avoid 
anything  that  savors  of  a breach.  The  best 
element  in  the  telegraphers*  business  has 
organized  under  the  banner  of  the  O.  R.  T., 
and  there  has  been  a drastic  weeding  out 
process  to  separate  the  tares  from  the  wheat. 
This  constitutes  the  strength  of  the  organi- 
zation. 


The  people  now  being  hired  by  the  M., 
K.  & T.  are  the  weedy  ones  whose  records 
were  a bar  to  their  eligibility ; they  are  dis- 
solute in  their  habits  and  many  of  them 
criminals  by  inheritance.  If  the  railroad 
officials  do  not  know  this  they  are  in  a fair 
way  to  find  out.  The  public  entrust  their 
confidential  affairs  to  them  will  also  have 
unpleasant  experiences. 

A railroad  is  adopting  desperate  measures 
when  it  discards  its  old,  tried  and  true  em- 
ployes for  such  riff-raff  as  now  hold  forth 
on  the  “Katy.” 

The  accounting  department  is  now  in  such 
shape  that  it  will  take  a year  or  more  to 
straighten  out  the  business  that  has  been 
done  in  the  past  three  months.  There  are 
whole  divisions  of  the  road  (and  many  of 
them),  without  one  competent  telegrapher. 
An  operator  was  seen  recently  trying  to  take 
a train  order  from  the  dispatcher  for  over 
thirty  minutes  and  when  he  thought  he 
finally  had  it,  it  was  on  three  different 
pieces  of  clip  and  had  to  be  re-copied  on  the 
train  order  blank.  That  re-copying  and 
scratched  order  business  that  is  now  so 
prevalent  on  the  road  will  lead  to  grief 
sooner  or  later. 

The  situation  is  steadily  growing  worse 
for  the  company,  and  consequently  better 
for  the  men.  It  is  merely  a question  of 
time;  even  if  the  present  situation  was  left 
alone,  when  the  trouble  would  become  in- 
tolerable and  there  is  no  intention  of  leav- 
ing it  alone.  Other  movements  are  under 
way  that  take  some  time  in  preparation, 
but  when  they  are  completed  they  will  be 
effective. 

Water  constantly  dripping  on  the  hardest 
rock  will  eventually  wear  a hole  in  it,  and 
by  the  same  token  the  telegraphers  must 
wear  out  those  who  are  opposed  to  them 
making  a decent  living. 

Following  are  taken  from  letters  and  tel- 
egrams : 

FROM  ATOKA,  I.  T. 

“At  the  present  time  outside  of  the  way 
freight  crews,  the  “Katy”  is  now  running 
eleven  chain  gang  crews  and  they  are  not 
making  full  time.  At  this  time  last  year 
the  “Katy”  had  twenty-two  chain  gang 
crews  to  do  their  business.  While  it  is 
true  that  their  business  has  increased  some 
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since  the  strike  was  called,  but  then  it  is 
not  to  be  compared  with  the  business  they 
were  getting  at  this  time  last  year.  At  all 
competitive  points  there  is  a marked  de- 
crease in  both  passenger  and  freight  traffic.” 

FROM  ITALY,  TEXAS. 

“Mr.  H.  A.  Devanna  is  agent  for  the 
“Katy;”  was  formerly  chief  clerk  in  local 
freight  office  at  Dennison;  his  operator, 
Mr.  M.  L.  Meeker,  was  formerly  agent  at 
Lewisville.  The  traveling  accountant  and 
route  agent  come  here  on  morning  of  13th 
and  began  to  check  up  the  station.  Travel- 
ing accountant  left  last  night  after  six  days 
of  work.  Can’t  say  if  he  got  station  straight- 
ened out  or  not.  Route  agent  was  still  in 
town  to-night,  suppose  from  this  they  have 
station  in  very  bad  shape.” 

FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

“We  closed  Bartlett  telegraph  office  to- 
day and  stopped  one.  None  employed.  New 
man  at  “Katy”  has  let  two  passenger  trains 
get  away  from  him  in  past  forty  hours, 
collisions  averted  by  watchfulness  of  train 
men.’’ 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Two  first-class  operators  in  relay  office 
here  joined  us  to-day,  leaving  the  manager 
alone  with  the  bag  to  hold.  This  will  prob- 
ably bring  dispatchers  back  here. 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

“Closed  Nelagony,  which  has  fourteen  to 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  monthly  revenue, 
and  stopped  one.” 

October  24th. 

The  stand  made  by  the  telegraphers  on 
the  “Katy”  System  indicates  that  a certain 
quality  that  may  be  called  cohesiveness  is 
developing  in  the  O.  R.  T.  that  has  not 
been  in  evidence  to  any  great  extent  in  the 
past.  The  strike  was  entered  into  as  a 
matter  of  business,  and  although  it  has  been 
prolonged  to  an  unprecedented  length,  there 
is  still  a determination  to  win,  regardless 
of  time,  expense  and  inconvenience. 

To  confine  our  attention  to  the  business 
in  hand  is  the  duty  of  the  hour.  The  re- 
sults will  come  as  an  unerring  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  law  of  cause  and  effect.  To 
concentrate  our  efforts  on  details  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  distracting  things, 


with  the  sole  object  of  winning  the  struggle, 
is  the  plain  duty  of  those  interested. 

Every  man  stopped  from  accepting  em- 
ployment, every  man  induced  to  quit  the 
service,  every  office  closed,  is  a step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  from  the  number  of 
steps  now  being  made  it  cannot  take  us 
long  to  reach  the  goal. 

The  strong  disposition  shown  by  our  al- 
lies the  affiliated  trades  unions  to  take  a 
hand  in  the  matter  before  the  time  is  ripe 
is  a most  encouraging  sign,  and  it  is  grat- 
ifying to  know  that  the  telegraphers  have 
* friends  eager  to  do  them  a good  turn.  It 
will  perhaps  develop  the  full  strength  of 
the  federation  idea  perhaps  before  the  in- 
cident closes. 

The  following  item  from  the  Denison 
Nez vs  bears  upon  the  subject: 


FROM  DENISON,  TEXAS. 

October  19th. 

“One  of  the  objects  of  General  Manager 
A.  A.  Allen’s  recent  trip  over  the  “Katy” 
System  was  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
fall  crops,  and  prepare  to  handle  them. 
The  “Katy”  will  put  on  a large  number 
of  solicitors  in  Kansas,  Indian  Territory 
and  Texas,  whose  chief  duties  will  be  to 
get  business  during  the  fall  for  the  com- 
pany. The  management  expects  to  make 
special  arrangements  for  the  speedy  trans- 
portation of  the  crops.” 

If  the  allied  unions  conclude  to  fight 
the  “Katy”  all  the  solicitors  in  the  world 
could  not  restore  its  business. 


October  25th. 

That  the  officials  of  the  company  had 
resolved  at  first  to  win  this  contention 
against  their  telegraphers  despite  obstacles 
from  without  or  scruples  from  within  was 
plainly  apparent,  but  there  seems  to  have 
been  a change  come  over  them  lately  and 
they  have  been  carrying  on  their  strike- 
breaking business  along  cleaner  lines.  It 
was  probably  from  the  force  of  a good  ex- 
ample. The  telegraphers  have  conducted 
themselves  as  good  citizens  throughout  the 
fight  and  although  in  some  instances  they 
have  been  provoked  to  the  limit  they  have 
gotten  along  thus  far  without  one  overt 
act  being  chargeable  to  them.  Let  us  hope 
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that  the  same  course  will  be  pursued  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter  no  matter  how  long  it 
takes. 

The  following  excerpts  from  letters,  tele- 
grams and  newspapers  received  since  yester- 
day morning  are  submitted  without  com- 
ment for  the  reason  that  they  tell  their 
own  story: 

FROM  MUSKOGEE,  I.  T. 

“Last  July  was  not  a heavy  month  for 
cattle  shipments  but  the  feed  charges  at 
Muskogee  were  over  two  thousand  dollars. 
September  is  supposed  to  be  a very  heavy 
month  and  probably  would  have  been  if 
the  “Katy”  had  been  on  friendly  terms  with 
the  telegraphers,  but  the  feed  charges  were 
only  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  month.” 

FROM  ELGIN,  TEXAS. 

“Competing  lines  have  the  best  of  the 
cotton  business  this  season  to  the  tune  of 
six  to  one.  Other  shipments  are  about  in 
the  same  fix,  and  where  the  “Katy”  once 
did  about  eighty  per  cent  of  the  business, 
she  now  has  to  be  contented  to  handle  the 
short  end,  or  about  twenty  per  cent.” 

FROM  TAYLOR,  TEXAS. 

“Competing  lines  are  getting  the  best  of 
the  city  cotton  business  at  the  rate  of  about 
two  and  a half  to  one.  I.  & G.  N.  getting 
about  eighty  per  cent.  This  is  in  compari- 
son with  the  previous  condition  when 
“Katy”  held  best  hand  on  all  C.  L.  and  L. 
C.  L.  shipments  and  always  bested  com- 
petitors at.  ratio  two  or  three  to  one  for  the 
city  cotton.” 

FROM  THE  PARSONS  Suit. 

October  20th. 

“Assistant  General  Manager  J.  W.  Max- 
well, of  the  “Katy,”  has  issued  an  ultima- 
tum to  the  citizens  of  Mineral,  warning 
them  that  unless  better  treatment  is  ac- 
corded the  company’s  employes  at  that 
place,  the  mines  will  be  closed  down  and 
the  station  will  be  discontinued. 

“The  trouble  has  its  origin  in  the  strike 
of  the  “Katy”  operators  on  August  1st. 
There  are  a great  many  union  men  at  Min- 
eral, and  these  for  the  most  part  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  strikers.  Since  the  first 
strike-breaker  was  sent  to  the  place,  the 
company  has  been  annoyed  by  men  who 


hang  around  the  depot,  hurling  epithets  at 
the  workmen,  calling  them  scabs  and  other 
odious  names.  The  result  has  been  that 
keeping  an  operator  at  the  station  has 
proven  a difficult  task.” 

October  31st. 

For  a period  covering  three  months  these 
bulletins  have  been  issued  daily  except  Sun- 
day, and  they  have  been  more  or  less  useful 
in  keeping  the  membership  informed  as  to 
the  recent  events  relating  to  the  strike.  As 
the  writer  finds  it  necessary  to  get  out  on 
the  road  to  do  a little  hustling  for  the 
cause,  they  will  hereafter  appear  only  once 
a week  unless  something  of  more  than  usual 
importance  happens.  Meantime  the  busi- 
ness of  stopping  newcomers,  pulling  out 
strike-breakers  and  closing  offices  will  be 
continued  with  our  accustomed  regularity. 
Bulletins  will  be  issued  from  the  various 
strike  headquarters  along  the  line  daily  as 
heretofore  and  from  the  general  offices  in 
St.  Louis  every  Wednesday.  Reports  should 
be  mailed  and  wired  the  same  as  heretofore 
for  the  purpose  of  compiling  the  weekly 
bulletin  and  issuing  a special  one  when  the 
occasion  demands. 

The  fight  against  the  road  has  to  be  made 
more  severe  than  ever  as  an  answer  to 
the  misleading  reports  circulated  in  the 
newspapers.  By  bringing  up  our  reserves 
at  the  present  time  we  may  be  able  to  make 
it  exceedingly  interesting  to  the  opposition 
before  the  snow  flies. 

Their  false  and  misleading  reports  about 
increased  traffic  and  their  stuffed  and  bols- 
tered columns  of  figures  will  not  buy  them 
anything. 

It  is  tolerably  certain  that  the  company 
has  arranged  to  spend  considerable  money 
in  its  efforts  to  defeat  the  telegraphers. 
The  telegraphers  are  arranging  that  the 
company  shall  spend  the  last  dollar  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose  and  then  some 
more. 

As  the  matter  has  gone  so  far,  and  con- 
sidering the  fact  that  the  wages  paid  the 
strike-breakers  has  been  far  in  excess  of 
what  the  men  were  striking  for,  the  old 
figures  submitted  by  the  committee  will 
no  longer  be  considered  and  they  have  now 
decided  that  when  a settlement  is  made  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1360 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


will  be  for  fair  pay  and  as  good  conditions 
as  exist  on  competing  and  contiguous  lines. 

The  “Katy”  will  be  brought  up  to  the 
standard  or  forever  scabbed  as  far  as  the 
telegraphers  are  concerned.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  is  the  only  course  that  could 
be  pursued. 

November  2d. 

Although  the  strike  has  been  on  for  over 
three  months,  it  is  being  as  vigorously  main- 
tained by  the  old  employes  as  if  it  had  only 
started  yesterday.  They  are  patrolling  the 
lines,  watching  trains  and  advising  all  who 
may  be  inclined  to  seek  employment  with 
the  “Katy”  that  a strike  is  in  progress.  It 
is  an  intelligent  and  orderly  procedure  that 
no  one  can  raise  a valid  objection  to. 

They  converse  with  those  who  have  been 
cajoled  into  accepting  a position  and  get 
them  to  resign  and  seek  employment  else- 
where, thus  preventing  an  addition  to  the 
scab  list. 

Meantime  the  traffic  on  this  system  seems 
to  be  suffering  from  partial  paralysis,  and 
there  are  indications  that  after  a little  while 
it  will  become  total  or  nearly  so. 

It  is  a well-known  fact  that  no  railroad 
can  antagonize  the  organized  telegraphers 
and  remain  a paying  proposition.  It  may 
take  time  to  show  its  effect,  but,  although 
in  some  instances  it  is  slow,  it  is  absolutely 
and  undcviatingly  certain. 

When  such  a class  of  men  as  were  on  the 
“Katy”  find  it  necessary  to  fall  out  with 
their  employer,  the  causes  that  led  up  to 
the  situation  need  no  explanation ; every 
telegrapher  in  the  country  knows  intuitively 
that  their  cause  was  just  and  their  provoca- 
tion great,  and  following  the  idea  conveyed 
in  a railroading  phrase,  they  act  accord- 
ingly. 

The  old  Knights  of  Labor  held  to  a 
maxim,  “That  an  injury  to  one  was  the 
concern  of  all,”  and  they  had  some  remark- 
able experiences  in  supporting  it,  but  in 
their  palmiest  days  they  never  made  the 
maxim  work  as  the  telegraphers  do  at  the 
present  time,  and  as  a consequence  they 
never  fail  to  do  their  friends  a good  turn 
and  like  conscientious  Indians  that  expect 
to  go  to  the  happy  hunting  grounds,  they 
are  diligent  in  the  pursuit  of  their  enemies. 


The  St.  Louis  Republic  this  morning 
prints  the  following  item : 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

November  1st. 

“Much  speculation  is  indulged  in  regard- 
ing an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers and  directors  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
& Texas  Railway  System.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing it  was  not  made  public  that  another 
meeting  was  to  be  held  and  strict  secrecy 
has  been  maintained,  but  it  is  thought  a 
general  reorganization  of  the  management 
will  take  place  and  several  new  officials 
named,  who  would  be  in  sympathy  with 
President  Finney.” 

The  following  are  taken  from  letters  and 
telegrams : 

FROM  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

“We  stopped  two  fair  telegraphers  from 
accepting  service  on  October  26th,  and  one 
on  the  27th,  securing  all  positions  else- 
where. I am  happy  to  state  that  every 
telegrapher  that  has  shown  up  here  for  a 
week  past  has  held  an  up-to-date  card  and 
they  were  all  easily  taken  care  of.” 

FROM  MOKANE,  MO. 

“The  night  operator  at  this  station  being 
unable  to  decide  how  much  was  coming 
to  the  company,  decided  late  Sunday  night, 
October  30th,  to  evaporate  with  the  spondu- 
licks and  did  so.  Last  heard  from  in  St. 
Louis  taking  in  the  Fair  with  the  sleuths 
in  close  pursuit.” 

FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

October  31st 

“Stopped  one  here  to-day;  nothing  else 
doing.” 

FROM  ATOKA,  I.  T. 

October  31st. 

“Pulled  day  operator  out  of  South  Mc- 
Alester  who  is  a good  one ; also  pulled  night 
man  out  of  Caldwell.  Company  put -one  to 
work.” 

FROM  S ED  ALIA,  MO. 

October  31st. 

“Stopped  one  here  last  night.  Lapping 
at  Beaman  down  sick.” 
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FROM  DENISON,  TEXAS. 

November  ist. 

“Pulled  day  operator  at  Alvarado  and 
stopped  two.” 

FROM  SMITHVILLE,  TEXAS. 

November  ist. 

“Aftfer  ninety  days  by  taking  man  out  of 
Smithville  and  getting  one  new  one,  com- 
pany relieved  two  dispatchers  at  Temple.” 

FROM  PARSONS,  KAN. 

November  ist. 

“Pulled  three  and  one  resigned.” 

As  far  as  reported  the  work  done  by 
committees  for  the  month  of  October  checks 
up  as  follows:  Stopped,  115,  pulled  67, 

offices  closed  17. 

There  were  quite  a number  of  men  who 
resigned,  some  were  discharged  and  four 
absconded.  This  shows  that  the  teleg- 
raphers and  station  department  was  thor- 
oughly demoralized  and  the  end  is  not  in 
sight. 


THE  TERMINAL  RAILROAD  ASSOCIA- 
TION OF  ST.  LOUIS. 

HE  strike  of  the  telegraphers  on  the 
Terminal  Railroad  Association  of  S% 
Louis  lines  still  continues,  and  they 
are  gradually  getting  scabs  enough  to  fill 
their  sixty-five  positions.  The  men  are  still 
working  under  guard  at  many  of  the  offices 
and  their  incompetence  is  very  plainly  ap- 
parent. 

Although  this  association  controls  one  of 
the  choicest  money-making  propositions  in 
the  world,  and  has  had  recently  an  unex- 
ampled opportunity  to  do  an  immense  busi- 
ness on  account  of  the  World’s  Fair,  news- 
paper reports  indicate  that  they  are  running 
short  of  funds.  In  the  St.  Louis  Republic 
for  October  29th,  the  following  item  ap- 
pears : 

“While  the  record  of  the  Terminal  As- 
sociation in  handling  the  heavy  traffic  of 
the  World’s  Fair  has  been  enviable  and 
the  gross  earnings  have  been  unusually 
heavy,  at  the  same  time  the  operating  ex- 
penses have  been  far  out  of  proportion  to 
the  gross  receipts,  leaving  an  uncomfort- 


ably small  margin  for  future  improvements 
and  expenditures. 

“In  1902  the  Terminal  Association  author- 
ized an  issue  of  $50,000,000  4-percent  bonds, 
expiring  in  1953,  which  were  parceled  out 
as  follows:  $18,000,000  sold  for  improve- 
ments and  future  acquisitions;  $17,500,000 
to  retire  outstanding  securities;  $14,500,000 
to  be  issued  after  January,  1906.  The  ex- 
tensive improvements  which  the  Terminal 
Association  has  made,  coupled  with  the 
heavy  cost  of  operation,  has  to  a great 
extent  frustrated  plans  for  extensive  pro- 
posed improvements,  by  reason  of  a lack 
of  funds. 

“In  order  that  this  contingency  may  be 
met,  a meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  as- 
sociation was  held  in  Cincinnati  October 
28th.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to 
discuss  the  further  financing  of  the  com- 
pany.” 

This  company  controls  a monopoly  that 
exacts  tribute  from  every  passenger  and 
every  pound  of  freight  that  passes  through 
St.  Louis.  It  is  considered  by  many  to  be 
a monopoly  of  an  unlawful  nature,  and  on 
this  account  has  been  doing  business  in 
the  law  courts  for  many  years  past,  but  in 
some  way  manages  to  avoid  the  penalties 
provided  for.  The  Eads  Bridge  tariff,  which 
it  controls,  is  an  embargo  on'  business  and 
a detriment  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis  such 
as  few  cities  in  the  world  have  to  contend 
with,  but  it’s  time  will  come. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  such  a con- 
cern at  the  most  propitious  time  in  its 
existence  has  to  wrestle  with  a constantly 
growing  deficit. 

The  service  given  the  public  has  been  the 
subject  of  complaint  for  many  months  past, 
and  such  letters  to  the  newspapers  as  the 
following  are  a common  occurrence:  . 


“I,  together  with  some  several  hundreds 
of  others,  live  in  the  suburbs,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  use  the  Frisco  trains  in  going  to 
and  from  our  homes  to  our  places  of  busi- 
ness, and  not  on  an  average  of  once  a week 
thus  far  this  year,  has  the  Frisco  Valley 
Park  accommodation,  due  at  the  station  at 
7:40  a.  m.,  backed  into  the  station  on  time. 
The  delay  in  the  terminal  yards  ranges  from 
a few  minutes  to  an  hour,  and  usually  ten 
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to  twenty  minutes.  Every  day  hundreds  of 
men  and  boys  are  compelled  to  get  off  trains 
on  the  Frisco  and  Missouri  Pacific  and 
hurry  out  through  the  yards,  in  order  to 
reach  their  places  of  business  by  as  near 
8:oo  o’clock  as  possible.  I frequently  tried 
coming  in  from  the  Fair  Grounds  on  the 
shuttle  trains,  in  order  to  take  a suburban 
train  out  home,  and  never  have  I been  able 
to  get  in  the  station  without  a half  hour’s 
delay,  and  sometimes  more,  in  the  terminal 
yards.  Friends  of  mine  from  Eastern  cities 
have  been  subjected  to  the  same  annoyance, 
and  have  commented  on  the  matter  in  no 
pleasant  terms,  making  comparisons  with 
service  in  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  other 
Eastern  cities.  They  have  gone  home  with 
very  disagreeable  ideas  of  the  general  in- 
efficiency and  stupidity  of  the  terminal  ser- 
vice, and  our  boasted  Union  Station. 

“Not  only  is  service  in  handling  trains 
slow  and  cumbersome,  and  the  delay  pro- 
voking, but  the  bureau  of  information  is  not 
always  reliable.  Friends  of  ours  from  out- 
side the  city  have  frequently  been  caused 
to  miss  trains,  and  in  some  cases  been  di- 
rected to  wrong  trains,  when  they  asked 
how  to  reach  Old  Orchard,  one  friend  hav- 
ing been  sent  to  the  Wabash  Ferguson  ac- 
commodation train  by  one  of  the  uniformed 
bureau  attaches. 

“Occasional  delays  and  annoyances  are 
unavoidable,  and  must  be  expected,  but 
to  have  them  of  daily  occurrence  for 
three  months  certainly  indicates  something 
wrong.” 

The  company  has  a press  agent  who  keeps 
the  newspapers  constantly  supplied  with 
articles  praising  the  management.  All  refer- 
ence to  accidents  is  carefully  kept  out  of 
print  and  there  has  been  quite  a number 
of  them  within  the  past  three  months. 

The  fact  that  the  telegraphers  are  on 
strike  there  is  carefully  concealed,  and  all 
kinds  of  devices  are  used  to  get  competent 
telegraphers  to  come  to  their  assistance. 
The  company  is  certainly  having  its  troubles, 
notwithstanding  the  bold  front  it  is  able 
to  maintain,  and  it  is  tolerably  certain  that 
their  troubles  will  continue  in  a more  or 
less  acute  form  until  the  company  settles 
with  the  organized  telegraphers. 


CAN  THE  SERVICE  BE  IMPROVED? 

WHEN  General  Committees  are  in 
conference  with  the  managing 
officials  of  railroads  in  relation 
to  increased  salaries  for  the  telegraphers 
and  better  working  conditions,  it  is  very 
common  thing  for  the  committees  to.  have 
to  listen  to  complaints  in  regard  to  poor 
service  rendered  by  certain  telegraphers. 
When  we  consider  the  low  rate  of  pay  pre- 
vailing, and  the  number  of  hours  that  a 
telegrapher  is  supposed  to  put  in  to  earn 
a day’s  pay,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered 
at  that  in  some  cases  poor  service  is 
rendered.  However,  upon  roads  where  the 
telegraphers’  committees  are  recognized  and 
properly  dealt  with,  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  betterment  of  the  service  particularly 
on  those  lines,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made 
distinctly  to  the  advantage  of  the  railroad 
officials  to  meet  with  these  committees  in 
future  and  do  business  with  them. 

Telegraphers  should  constantly  have  it 
in  mind  that  their  services  are  as  valuable 
to  the  company  as  any  other  class  of  em- 
ployes, and  that  the  only  reason  why  they 
have  not  received  the  recognition  that  others 
have  enjoyed,  is  that  they  have  been 
apathetic  in  regard  to  their  own  welfare. 
They  should  also  remember  that  these  com- 
mittees go  to  the  front  to  do  the  best  pos- 
sible under  difficult  circumstances,  and.  that 
although  they  may  not  get  all  they  were  sent 
after,  yet  at  the  same  time  it  is  probable 
that  they  will  be  successful  in  materially 
bettering  the  condition  of  their  constituents. 
They  should  also  remember  that  when  a 
committee  adjourns  and  its  members  return 
to  their  ordinary  avocations  that  it  will  not 
be  very  long  until  they  will  go  up  again 
and  attempt  to  gain  still  further  advantages. 
This  has  proven  to  be  the  only  practicable 
method  to  pursue  to  permanently  better 
the  condition  of  the  telegraphers.  When 
the  company  does  what  is  fair  by  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  essential  that  the  men  should 
recognize  that  fact  and  exert  themselves 
in  every  possible  way  to  make  the  service 
as  perfect  as  it  can  be  made.  By  doing  so, 
it  will  render  the  work  of  future  committees 
easier  and  advances  in  pay  will  be  more 
cheerfully  granted. 
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Night  telegraphers  who  have  formed  a 
habit  of  sleeping  between  calls  should  re- 
solve to  abjure  this  practice  and  give  the 
business  of  the  company  their  unflagging 
attention,  whether  there  is  anything  to  oc- 
cupy their  attention  or  not.  Many  a night 
telegrapher  has  prepared  himself  for  a pro- 
fessional career  by  using  his  spare  moments 
in  study,  w'hile  at  the  same  time  he  is  keep- 
ing strict  watch  on  the  company’s  business. 
This  course  stirs  the  ambition  in  a man 
and  relegates  to  the  rear  slothful  habits 
that  are  nothing  but  a detriment.  To  sleep 
all  day  is  to  be  able  to  keep  awake  all 
night.  It  is  better  for  the  health,  for  the 
future  prospects  of  the  member  and  for 
the  company. 

According  to  the  Accident  Bulletins  is- 
sued by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission, too  great  a proportion  of  the  ac- 
cidents that  have  happened  in  the  past  year 
are  attributable  to  negligence  in  the  tele- 
graph and  signal  department.  This  should 
receive  the  immediate  attention  of  members 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  as 
they  are  the  best  men  in  the  business  and 
must  take  the  lead  in  all  things  appertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  their  class. 

In  some  instances  orders  were  received 
for  trains,  and  the  signal  given  that  such 
trains  would  be  held  for  the  orders,  when 
the  fact  was  that  the  train  had  already 
passed  the  station,  thus  indicating  that 
either  the  telegrapher  had  been  sleeping  or 
that  he  suffered  from  a mental  lapse.  Other 
instances  are  quoted  where  telegraphers 
having  numerous  orders  for  trains  delivered 
a part  but  not  all  of  the  orders  for  the 
particular  train  that  go-t  into  trouble.  Such 
a situation  is  primarily  brought  about  by 
the  telegrapher  having  a multiplicity  of 
duties  thrust  upon  him  that  ought  to  belong 
to  someone  else.  It  is  a crying  evil  and 
nothing  but  individual  action  will  check 
it.  The  temptation  to  make  a porter  and  a 
messenger  out  of  the  telegrapher  is  too 
strong  for  some  economy-crazed  officials 
to  resist.  The  remedy  is  to  pay  closer  at- 
tention to  wire  and  train  work  even  if  other 
less  important  matters  have  to  be  neglected. 

The  writer  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  block  signal  rules  on  many  railroads 
are  wide  open  for  adverse  criticism,  es- 


pecially is  this  the  case  where  it  is  neces- 
sary to  dip  the  signal  for  each  train  as  it 
passes  in  sight  of  the  engineer,  for  this 
practice  forms  the  habit  of  dipping  the  sig- 
nal automatically  and  it  is  frequently  dipped 
and  set  to  clear  when  there  are  orders  out 
at  that  office  for  the  train  that  is  wrongfully 
cleared.  On  one  road  recently  there  were 
seventeen  telegraphers  at  one  time  under 
suspension  for  making  this  kind  of  an  error. 
It  is  undoubtedly  a faulty  system,  but  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  the  employes  to 
change  it,  that  being  an  executive  function 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  running  the 
property.  When  they  have  given  this  sys- 
tem a fair  trial,  they  will  perhaps  have 
observed  its  inherent  and  incurable  defects 
and  substitute  something  better;  meantime 
extraordinary  precautions  should  at  all  times 
be  observed  where  this  system  is  in  use. 

With  the  extension  of  the  block  system 
and  the  gradual  adoption  of  the  “current 
of  traffic”  theory  of  handling  busy  trunk 
lines,  the  duties  of  the  telegrapher  and  sig- 
nalmen grow  more  important  than  ever. 
On  many  such  roads  freight  extras  get  a 
message  authorizing  them  to  start,  and  all 
their  future  movements  on  the  trip  are  gov- 
erned by  signals  controlled  by  telegraphers. 
No  regular  freight  trains  are  run.  Superior 
class  trains  in  both  directions  may  be  late 
and  the  train  and  engine  crews  know  noth- 
ing about  it.  They  get  the  block  (a  clear 
track  signal)  and  they  go  ahead  and  there- 
after they  are  protected  front  and  rear  by 
signals.  Fast  passenger  trains  even  run 
around  fast  freights  without  anybody  stop- 
ping a wheel,  a difficult  situation  sometimes, 
but  the  man  that  controls  the  signals  makes 
the  move  and  assumes  the  responsibility. 

When  the  enormous  amount  of  traffic 
handled  is  taken  into  consideration,  the  per- 
centage of  accidents  is  very  small  indeed, 
and  considering  the  appliances,  the  telegraph 
and  signal  department  is  doing  remarkably 
good  work,  but  still  it  must  be  admitted 
there  is  room  for  improvement. 

In  Accident  Bulletin  No.  12,  issued  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  cover- 
ing the  months  of  April,  May  and  June, 
1904,  out  of  eighteen  collisions  six  are 
chargeable  to  the  telegraph  and  signal  dc- 
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partment.  This  includes  two  from  errors 
on  part  of  train  dispatchers,  two  on  block 
signal  ^nen,  two  on  telegraphers.  Most  of 
the  accidents  occurred  on  unorganized  roads 
where  the  service  is  always  more  or  less 
inferior. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  future 
reports  will  show  a constant  decrease  in  er- 
rors chargeable  to  the  telegraph  and  signal 
departments,  and  perhaps  it  can  be  brought 
about  by  the  membership  taking  pride  in  the 


correct  transaction  of  business,  not  only  for 
the  sake  of  setting  a good  example  for  all, 
but  to  crystalize  the  idea  that  Order  men 
are  the  most  desirable  from  any  standpoint 
By  constantly  aiming  to  improve  the  ser- 
vice there  is  much  to  gain  and  nothing  to 
lose.  If  the  service  can  be  improved  it 
should  be.  We  cannot  directly  influence 
the  unorganized  roads,  but  on  those  roads 
where  the  Order  is  recognized  a shining 
example  should  be  set  for  all  others. 


€MTorial  nc ms 


Don’t  wait  until  to-morrow.  Do  your 
little  stunt  for  the  good  of  your  craft  right 
now.  

The  membership  of  the  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers  was  increased  778  during  the 
month  of  October. 


Through  good  report  and  ill,  through  fair 
weather  and  foul,  never  weaken.  It  is  per- 
sistence that  wins. 

The  General  Committees  of  the  Boston 
& Maine  and  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  are  now  in  session  in  Boston. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  General  Committee 
is  in  session  in  Montreal  looking  after  a 
revised  schedule  and  wage  scale. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  to  place  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas 
Railway  on  their  “Don’t  Patronize  List.” 

The  indifferent  ones  are  waking  up. 
There  is  more  doing  at  the  present  times  in 
the  ranks  of  the  telegraphers  than  ever 
before. 


The  Grand  Trunk  General  Committee  is 
in  session  in  Toronto,  where  they  have  a 
revised  schedule  and  wage  scale  case  up 
before  the  Government  Board  of  Arbitra- 
tion.   

The  General  Committee  of  the  New  York 
Central  has  been  successful  in  revising  their 


schedule  and  wage  scale  satisfactorily,  get- 
ting a nice  little  increase,  all  things  con- 
sidered.   

The  following  roads  are  on  the  Teleg- 
raphers’ Unfair  List: 

The  Santa  Fe,  The  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas,  The  Terminal  Railroad  Association 
of  St.  Louis. 


The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Sched- 
ule lias  been  extended  and  made  operative 
over  the  lines  of  the  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
& Colorado  line,  which  has  recently  been 
constructed. 


The  twenty-fourth  annual  convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convenes 
at  San  Francisco,  California,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  November  14th.  The  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers  has  its  full  quota  of  dele- 
gates there. 

The  strikes  on  the  “Katy”  and  Terminal 
Railrcad  Association  of  St.  Louis  lines  will 
be  continued  until  a settlement  is  reached, 
or  failing  in  that,  they  will  be  declared 
perpetual  and  no  one  but  scabs  can  work 
for  those  companies. 

The  membership  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  increased  fully  four  hundred 
thousand  during  the  year  past.  That  brings 
the  total  membership  up  over  the  two  mil- 
lion mark.  What  a force  for  good  when 
it  once  becomes  crystalizcd. 
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The  following  births  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher: 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Allen,  of  Yough, 
Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Jordan,  of  Hills, 
Minn.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Smith,  of  Thom- 
son, 111.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Eby,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Bradley,  of  Web- 
ster, S.  D.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Holloway,  ( f 
Delta,  Mo.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Murray,  of  Ph  h- 
delphia,  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Bucher,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  Kingman,  Jr.,  of 
Selby,  S.  D.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  V.  L.  Owens,  of  Su- 
perior, Neb.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Quinn,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Weston,  of 
Inkom,  Idaho,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Loring,  of 
Fonda,  N.  Y.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  DeCorse,  of 
Rockwood,  Pa.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  B.  McCord,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  O.  W.  Uplinger,  cf 
Tallmadge,  Ohio,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  McClurg,  of 
Provo  City,  Utah,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Rossow,  of 
West  Toledo,  Ohio,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Barnes,  of  Dick- 
gopbprg,  Pa.,  twins,  boy  and  girl. 


The  following  marriages  have  been  re- 
ported since  the  last  issue  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher: 

At  Northfield,  Minn.,  Bro.  Carlon,  of 
Div.  76,  to  Miss  Blake. 

At  Crestline,  Ohio,  Bro.  A.  C.  Reeves,  of 
Div.  36,  to  Miss  Ruby  Beam. 

At  Mont  Ida,  Kan..  Bro.  W.  B.  Cushman, 
of  Div.  31,  to  Miss  Ella  Riley. 

At  Mena,  Ark.,  Mr.  G.  S.  McMillen,  to 
Sister  A.  C.  Murphy,  of  Div.  53. 

At  Denver,  Colo.,  Bro.  J.  E.  Bobbitt,  of 
Div.  49,  to  Miss  Aurene  Carpenter. 

At  Houston,  Texas,  Bro.  F.  L.  Skinner, 
of  Div.  128,  to  Miss  Rhea  Reiffert. 

At  Armsby,  111.,  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Wynhoff, 
cf  Div.  23,  to  Miss  Anna  Johnson. 

At  Anderson,  Cal.,  Bro.  Fred  L.  Mason, 
of  Div.  53,  to  Miss  Floy  M.  Fuller. 

At  Eustace,  Texas,  Bro.  Lewis  B.  Abbot, 
of  Div.  53,  to  Miss  Lina  E.  Moore. 

At  Dundalk,  Ont.,  Bro.  R.  J.  Burdette, 
of  Div.  7,  to  Miss  Maude  Hanbury. 

At  Longford,  Kan.,  Bro.  R.  B.  Windsor, 
of  Div.  31,  to  Mrs.  Katie  M.  Baird. 

At  Beaumont,  Texas,  Bro.  C.  A.  Max- 
well, of  Div.  53,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Warren. 

At  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Bro.  E.  Ccgsw.lh 
of  Div.  39,  to  Miss  Mabel  E.  Raymond. 

At  Lake  Preston,  S.  D.,  Bro.  A.  W. 
Tyner,  cf  Div.  76,  to  Miss  Josie  Bush. 

At  New  London,  Ohio,  Bro.  J.  R.  L. 
Steele,  of  Div.  2,  to  Miss  Etta  A.  Atkinson. 

At  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Bro.  W.  T. 
Thompson,  of  Div.  125,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
W.  Wheeler. 

At  Jefferson  City,  Tenn.,  Bro.  G.  M. 
Webster,  of  the  Grand  Division,  to  Miss 
Duffield  Sunderland. 
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At  Medium  River,  Va.,  Bro.  H.  W. 
Biggs,  of  Division  33,  to  Miss  Lucy  C. 
Baber,  sister  of  Bro.  C.  S.  Baber,  of  M.  & 
W.,  Roanoke,  Va. 

The  Telegrapher  extends  congratula- 
tions to  the  happy  couples. 


The  following  deaths  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher  : 

At  Edgewood,  Del.,  father  of  Bro.  G.  J. 
Melhorn,  of  Div.  30. 

At  Waldron,  111.,  wife  of  Bro.  S.  O. 
Richman,  of  Div.  32. 


Da kibl  J.  Ferris, 

Deceased  Member  Pike’s  Peak  Division  No.  49. 


At  Normanna,  Texas,  wife  of  Bro.  High 
McHarry,  of  Div.  128. 

At  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  father  of  Bro.  Al- 
bert T.  S.  Miller,  of  Div.  30. 

At  Dixville,  Que.,  mother  of  Bros.  F.  H. 
and  E.  W.  Young,  of  Div.  1. 

At  Sand  Patch,  Pa.,  mother  of  Bros.  F. 
W.  and  J.  D.  Habel,  of  Div.  33. 

At  Willmar,  Minn.,  Carl  Deverell,  son  of 
Bro.  W.  E.  Deverell,  of  Div.  70. 

At  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Brooks, 
mother  of  Bro.  F.  E.  Brooks,  of  Div.  2. 


At  Conneautville,  Pa.,  infant  daughter  of 
Bro.  and  Sister  J.  F.  Emery,  of  Div.  51. 

At  Middlebury  Center  Pa.,  Lawrence  R. 
Mclnray,  son  of  Bro.  S.  F.  Mclnray,  of 
Div.  142. 

The  bereaved  relatives  have  the  sympathy 
of  all. 


WANTED. 

Present  address  of  J.  B.  Cass. 

Bert  A.  Hudson. 
Cement,  Okla. 

Present  address  of  J.  B.  Nowlan,  last 
heard  of  in  Richmond,  Va.  “J,”  if  you  see 
this  write  me.  D.  P.  Burke, 

Rowlesburg,  W.  Va. 

Present  address  of  J.  H.  Runnells.  work*  d 
for  O.  S.  L.  at  Butte,  Mont.,  June.  1903. 
“NS,”  if  you  see  this  write  me  at  Lakeside. 
Utah,  via  Ogden.  H.  A.  Runnells. 

Present  address  of  J.  S.  M foreman,  last 
heard  of  at  Paha,  Wash. 

F.  L.  Shauhaltzer, 

San  Jose,  Cal. 

Present  address  of  G.  D.  Huffine;  al-o 
present  address  of  M.  P.  Cuthbertson. 

E.  B.  Congleton 
Alamogordo,  N M. 

Copy  of  any  train  order  from  any  rail- 
road in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Will 
gladly  exchange.  L.  A.  Stone, 

Baxter,  la. 

Present  address  of  H.  E.  Hiner.  last 
heard  of  at  Mill  Fork,  Utah,  for  the  R.  G. 
W.  Write  me  care  C.  & S.  Ry , Walsen- 
burg.  Colo.  ' H.  T.  Sullivan. 

Present  address  of  C.  A.  Morey,  last 
heard  of  working  in  Montana  for  Great 
Northern.  Dels,  if  you  see  this  let  me  hear 
from  you.  J.  G.  Easton, 

Livingston,  Mont. 

Present  address  of  H.  B.  Zenor,  last 
heard  of  at  North  Yakima,  Wash.  Anyone 
knowing  his  address  will  confer  a favor  by 
advising  me.  P.  H.  Zenor, 

Glewood  Springs,  Cdo. 

Present  address  of  A.  E.  Brown,  last 
heard  of  working  for  Southern  near  Bloc- 
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ton,  Ala.  Brown,  if  you  see  this  write  me 
and  I will  tell  you  about  Dicfenbock. 

D.  Mohler, 
Lake  Cormorant,  Miss. 

President  address  of  J.  Merkley,  recently 
worked  for  C.  P.  R.  at  Navan,  Ont.  “Jack/* 
if  you  see  this  please  write  me. 

W.  M.  Manchester, 

270  Lyon  St.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Present  address  of  G.  W.  Woodall,  left 
Belgrade,  Mont.,  more  than  two  months 
ago.  Last  heard  of  was  in  San  Francisco. 

C.  D.  Grant, 
Huerfano,  Colo. 

Present  address  of  Operator  C.  E.  Bailey, 
last  known  working  in  “YN”  office,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  with  A.  C.  L. 

B.  C.  Sturgis, 

Box  B.  B.,  New  Decatur,  Ala. 

Present  address  of  E.  S.  Sirvise,  last 
heard  of  was  working  for  Frisco,  near 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Any  information  concern- 
ing him  will  be  gratefully  received. 

Isaac  Long, 
Mooringsport,  La. 

Present  address  of  J.  J.  Wesson,  last 
heard  of  was  working  at  Edmundson,  Ark , 
for  the  C.  O.  & G.  in  1903.  “VN,”  if  you 
see  this  write  to  your  old  pal. 

W.  A.  Poe, 

Care  Southern  R.  R.  Dispatcher’s  Office, 

Present  address  of  H.  A.  Stempel,  last 
heard  of  working  at  Texarkana  for  the 
Missouri  Pacific  in  the  spring  of  1902. 
Family  wish  to  know  his  whereabouts. 

Aug.  E.  Stempel, 

St.  Peter,  Minn. 

Present  address  of  an  operator  named 
“White,”  to  whom  I loaned  a “Canada  & 
Atlantic  Ry”  clearance  letter  at  Havre, 
Mont.,  in  September,  1891.  If  you  see  this, 
“White,”  write  me.  Skinning, 

Box  901,  Long  Beach,  Cal. 


Present  address  of  Operators  Owens  and 
Waits.  Last  heard  of  at  Cheyenne,  Wyo., 
going  East  on  Union  Pacific.  Boys,  if  you 
see  this  write  to  me  and  I will  tell  you 
where  your  telescopes  are. 

L.  A.  Johnson, 
Humboldt,  Neb. 

Selma,  Ala. 

Present  address  of  S.  F.  Cornell,  train 
dispatcher,  worked  in  Canada  on  the  Tor- 
onto Grey  and  Bruce  Ry.  in  the  “seventies” 
and  subsequently  worked  for  the  Vandalia 
Line  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Any  brother 
who  can  furnish  this  address  will  confer  a 
favor  on,  J.  E., 

Oriva,  via  Gillette  Wy^. 

Any  information  concerning  the  where- 
abouts of  Ben  R.  Phaupp  will  be  gratefully 
received.  Is  a traveling  medicine  man  and 
will  of  a necessity  frequent  railway  and  ex- 
press offices.  Boys,  keep  a lookout  for  this 
man  and  write  me  sure,  and  ask  him  to 
write  his  poor  old  father  who  is  worrying 
very  much.  J.  W.  White, 

Hatfield,  Ark. 


LOST  OR  STOLEN. 

Card  No.  431,  Cert.  164,  Div.  33,  for  term 
ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  2046,  Cert.  482,  Div.  2,  for  term 
ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  23429,  Cert.  1623,  Div.  33,  for 
term  ending  December^,  1904. 

Card  No.  7806,  Cert.  448,  Div.  6,  for 
term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  14813,  Cert.  953.  Div.  40,  for 
term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  3644,  Cert.  25,  Div.  137,  for 
term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  6000,  Cert.  6229,  Grand  Divis- 
ion, for  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  6548,  Cert.  6865,  Grand  Divis- 
ion, for  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 
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Meekness  is  not  mushness. 

* * * 

Time  knows  nothing  of  a reverse  lever. 

* * * 

Changing  the  clock  does  not  stop  the 
sun. 

•*  * * 

A little  sin  may  be  the  seed  of  a large 
sorrow. 

* * * 

People  who  scatter  sunshine  cannot  live  * 
in  a shadow. 

* * * 

The  befe  that  gets  the  honey  doesn’t  loaf 

around  the  hive. 

* * * 

Some  men  fail  to  perceive  that  union  and 
unity  are  synonymous. 

* * * 

To  the  master  mind  defects  make  step- 
ping stones  to  victory. 

* * * 

Nobody  makes  any  particular  progress  by 
patting  himself  on  the  back. 

* * * 

A man  always  feels  most  liberal  when  he 
has  forgotten  to  bring  his  cash. 

♦ * * 

If  tools  could  talk,  what  tales  they  could 
tell  of  the  men  who  handled  them. 

♦ * * 

A bachelor  often  lives  to  marry  the 
daughter  of  the  woman  who  turned  him 
down. 

* * * 

Treason  to  a labor  organization  and  your 
fellows  is  regarded  by  certain  employers 
as  a virtue. 

* * * 

A well-spent  life  is  man’s  crowning  glory ; 
a misspent  one  is  his  family’s  deepest 
humiliation.  * 


The  man  who  bloweth  his  own  horn  has 
seldom  time  to  do  anything  else. 

* * * 

Something  that  should  come  to  the  man 
who  waits  is  a good  strong  push. 

* * * 

Australia  has  a cabinet  composed  entirely 
of  laboring  men,  members  of  unions. 

* * * 

The  most  successful  knaves  are  as  smooth 

as  razors  dipped  in  oil,  and  as  sharp. 

* * * 

An  Irishman  says  the  easiest  way  to  take 
a cork  out  of  a bottle  is  to  push  it  in. 

* * * * 

Don't  be  a clam,  although  it  is  better 
to  be  a clam  than  a wound-up  phonograph. 

♦ * * 

You  cannot  pray  to  your  father  while 

you  are  figuring  on  preying  on  your  brother. 

* * * 

The  gold  production  of  the  entire  Alaskan 
district  for  the  present  year  is  estimated 
at  $26,000,000. 

* * * 

True  independence  is  to  be  found  where 
a person  contracts  his  desires  within  the 
limits  of  his  fortune. 


♦ * * 

Of  each  1,000  immigrants  who  reach 
America  it  is  said  there  are  only  seven 
girls  who  desire  employment  as  house 
servarfts. 

♦ * * 

The  tallest  inhabited  building  in  the 
world  is  the  Park  Row  building  in  New 
York,  which  is  390  feet  from  the  paving 
to  the  top  of  the  towers. 


♦ * * 


Physicians  are  again  advising  against 
drinking  water  while  eating.  Many  men 
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carry  the  advice  to  the  extreme  of  refusing 
to  drink  water  while  drinking. 

* * * 

A permit  has  been  issued  by  the  State 
auditor  of  public  accounts  of  Illinois  to 
organize  the  First  Union  Labor  Bank  at 
Chicago,  with  a capital  stock  of  $200,000. 

♦ * * 

Give  the  men  credit;  every  Sunday  they 
make  the  sacrifice  of  giving  up  attendance 
at  church  that  they  may  stay  at  home  to 
let  the  ice  man  in,  and  look  after  the  house. 

* * * 

It  is  reported  by  the  labor  press  that  238 

manufacturing  concerns  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  withdrew  from  the  Parry  asso- 
ciation within  a few  weeks.  Parry  is  a dis- 
organizes 

* * * 

Between  the  two  oceans  we  raise  one- 
fifth  of  the  world’s  wheat,  four-fifths  of 
its  corn,  one-fourth  of  its  oats  and  four- 
fifths  of  its  cotton.  This  harvest  is  the 
foundation  of  our  prosperity. 

♦ * * 

The  temporary  injunction  issued  restrain- 
ing the  striking  boilermakers  of  the  Santa 
Fe  at  The  Needles  and  Bakersfield,  Cal., 
from  interfering  with  the  operations  of  the 
company’s  shop,  by  Judge  Wellborn,  has 
been  made  permanent. 

* * * 

A ship’s  doctor  who  has  made  100  voy- 
ages declares  that  the  American  girl  does 
not  become  seasick  so  readily  as  her  Euro- 
pean sisters.  The  English  girl  is  next  in 
order  of  resistance,  while  the  French  girl 
succumbs  most  easily. 

* * * 

Jackson,  Mich.,  a city  of  25,000  inhabi- 
tants, has  more  girl  employes  than  any 
other  city  of  its  size  in  the  United  States. 
There  are  at  least  4,000  girls  employed  at 
that  place,  causing  it  to  be  justly  named, 
“The  City  of  Working  Girls.” 

* * * 

More  than  twenty-five  local  unions  of 
different  trades  have  been  organized  in 
Porto  Rico  under  the  auspices  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  and  more  than 


1,500  members  have  become  affiliated  with 
it.  From  all  accounts  trades  unionism  is 
very  badly  needed  in  Porto  Rico,  as  starva- 
tion wages  prevail  there. 

* * * 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  Com- 
missioner-General Frank  P.  Sargeant,  of 
the  Bureau  of  Immigration,  there  has  been 
a large  increase  in  immigration  to  this 
country  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  when 
857,000  foreigners  crossed  our  borders. 

* * * 

The  largest  station  for  wireless  telegra- 
phy is  being  placed  near  Pisa,  Italy.  On  its 
completion,  by  the  end  of  this  year,  it  is 
expected  to  afford  direct  communication 
with  all  countries  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  with  all 
vessels  on  the  Mediterranean,  Indian  and 
Atlantic  oceans. 

* * * 

Experiments  are  being  made  by  the  Ger- 
man army  with  a newly-discovered  method 
of  wireless  telegraphy  by  means  of  kites. 
The  kites  are  raised  to  great  heights — 10,- 
000  to  12,000  feet — attached  to  copper  wires, 
and  it  is  said  messages  can  be  sent  to  the 
greatest  distances  without  affecting  any 
wireless  telegraph  station. 

* ♦ * 

Pacific  coast  unionists  are  greatly  dis- 
turbed by  the  report  that  3,500  Japanese 
are  ready  to  leave  Hawaii  for  California  as 
soon  as  transportation  is  provided.  Such  a 
wholesale  movement  is  objected  to  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese  government,  but  it  is 
a natural  consequence  of  the  labor  situa- 
tion in  Hawaii. 

* * * 

The  world  does  not  owe  every  man  a liv- 
ing, but  the  world  should  give  every  man 
the  right  to  earn  a living  by  his  own  work 
It  should  be  the  business  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  world  to  provide  a way  that 
will  open  the  door  of  opportunity  for  every 
man  to  secure  the  education  and  training 
that  fit  him  for  work  which  will  enable 
him  by  his  own  toil  to  secure  a living  for 
himself  and  family.  The  world,  too,  should 
recognize  every  man’s  right  to  earn  his  liv- 
ing under  free  and  fair  conditions. — Ex. 
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The  annual  report  of  Labor  Commissioner 
McCormack  of  Indiana,  just  issued,  deals 
with  strikes  and  their  causes.  Of  the 
causes  he  says:  “Ninety  per  cent  of  the 

strikes  are  due  to  the  fact  that  the  em- 
ployer has  not  been  fair  or  has  utterly  re- 
fused to  treat  with  his  men.  It  is  not  usu- 
ally a question  of  wages,  but  of  humanity.” 
* * * 

The  longest  telephone  line  in  Germany  is 
743  miles  in  length,  and  runs  between  Ber- 
lin and  Paris.  Then  follow  Berlin  and 
Buda-Pest,  612  miles;  Berlin  and  Memel, 
598  miles ; Berlin  and  Basel,  5 77  miles. 
The  line  between  Berlin  and  Frankfort  is 
the  most  used,  485  communications  being 
transmitted  daily. 

* * * 

Masons  in  the  Eibenstock  district  of  Ger- 
many received  from  8 to  9 cents  an  hour, 
carpenters  from  7 to  8 cents  an  hour,  and 
day  laborers  from  45  to  60  cents  a day  of 
twelve  hours.  At  present  a railway  is  be- 
ing built  at  Eibenstock  on  which  150  labor- 
ers are  paid  from  60  to  72  cents  a day. 

♦ * * 

The  life  of  an  eyelash  is  from  100  to  150 
days.  They  grow  very  slowly,  but  finger 
nails  grow  quite  rapidly  in  comparison.  If 
a person  could  live  without  cutting  or 
.breaking  his  nails  for  a lifetime  they  would 
attain  the  length  of  73  inches.  It  takes 
about  121  days  for  a new  nail  to  form  on 
the  little  finger  and  138  on  the  thumb. 

* * * 

Organized  labor  can  not  expect  to  be 
treated  with  other  than  contempt  by  the 
business  men  so  long  as  it  is  careless  about 
the  manner  in  which  it  spends  its  earnings. 
There  is  no  incentive  for  a business  man  to 
treat  with  organized  labor  if  we  are  to 
spend  our  money  with  those  who  do  not. 

♦ * * 

Many  employers  do  not  know  what  a 
strike  means  or  costs  until  they  have  one 
on  their  hands,  and  to  a majority  it  is  a 
lesson  they  never  forget,  and  as  a conse- 
quence afterwards,  although  they  claim  to 
have  defeated  the  union,  they  are  far  read- 
ier to  hear  a committee  and  consider  griev- 
ances than  they  were  before.  In  ninety-five 


out  of  every  hundred  defeats  sustained  by 
organized  labor  the  workers  really  benefit. 
Many  a so-called  defeat  has  taught  a les- 
son the  oppressor  never  forgets,  and 
strengthens  the  cause  of  the  union  and  pre- 
vents future  trouble. 


* * * 

More  than  8,000,000  of  the  13,500,000  peo- 

ple in  Mexico  do  not  work.  Counting  out 
the  children  and  aged,  there  remain  3,774,- 
148  possible  producers,  who  produce  noth- 
ing absolutely.  Then — and  here  an  aston- 
ishing figure — there  are  in  domestic  service 
1,488,024,  as  against  116,000  of  dignified 
salary  earners. 

* * * 

Japan  has  a federation  of  labor  with  al- 

most 300,000  members.  This  organization 
has  been  struggling  for  improved  condi- 
tions for  the  working  class  in  Japan,  and 
its  efforts  are  being  rewarded  by  the  enact- 
ment of  a factory  law  regulating  hours  of 
labor,  age  of  workers,  etc.,  and  compelling 
employers  to  be  considerate  of  the  health 
and  safety  of  their  employes. 


* * 


* 


Mississippi  has  a child  labor  law,  passed 
recently,  which  provides  that  children  under 
12  years  of  age  shall  not  be  employed  in 
any  factory;  that  no  child  under  14  shall 
be  employed  to  do  night  work,  and  that  no 
minor  can  be  employed  without  an  affidavit 
as  to  his  age  and  the  written  consent  of 
his  parents.  Violators  of  the  law  are  liable 
to  a fine  of  $500  and  imprisonment  for  six 
months. 

♦ * * 


The  following  figures  will  show  the  re- 
markable growth  of  trade  and  labor  unions 
in  France: 


In  1881  there  were  179;  in  1887,  1,358; 
in  1894,  4,965;  in  1900,  7,081;  in  1902,  8,818; 
in  1903,  9,280. 

In  these  figures  are  included  the  employ- 
ment unions,  mixed  unions  and  workmen’s 
unions. 

Not  only  have  the  unions  increased  rap- 
idly, but  the  number  of  members  has  risen 
from  481,000  in  1890,  and  1,191,260  in  19 oo, 
to  1,481,485  on  the  1st  of  January,  1903. 
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TIRED  OF  POLITENESS. 


E was  a country  telegraph  operator, 
young  but  ambitious,  and  had  be- 
I * come  enthused  over  reading  a book 
entitled  “Politeness  as  a Guide  to 
Success.*’ 

He  had  reached  that  portion  where  it  was 
related  how  old  Bonds,  the  millionaire,  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  immense  wealth 
by  an  act  of  politeness,  when  an  old  woman 
tapped  on  the  counter. 

Putting  the  book  hastily  aside,  the  young 
operator,  with  the  career  of  old  Bonds  in 
his  mind’s  eye,  hastened  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons. 

“Young  man,  if  I send  a message  now, 
when  will  it  get  there?”  asked  the  old 
woman. 

Where  is  it  going,  madam?” 

“Well,  it’s  going  to  Aunt  Jane,  if  you 
must  know !”  snapped  the  old  woman. 

“Yes’m;  and  where  does  Aunt  Jane  live?” 
asked  the  operator,  resolving  to  be  polite 
at  all  hazards. 

“Well,  I never  saw  such  impudence!  I 
suppose  you’ll  be  next  wanting  to  know  if 
Aunt  Jane  is  married  next!  Well,  she  is, 
if  that  is  any  satisfaction  to  you.  She  has 
three  children,  wears  glasses,  goes  regularly 
to  church,  and  expects  to  make  jam  next 
week ! Is  there  anything  else  that  you 
wish  to  know,  young  man?” 

“Yes’m,”  said  the  operator,  desperately. 
“I  would  like  to  know  where  Aunt  Jane 
lives?” 


“Well,  I never!  Why,  you  miserable 
little  upstart ! I’ve  a mind  to  come  over 
there  and  spank  you ! What’s  that,  young 
man?  Bad  language?  I shall  see  that  you 
are  reported  at  once.” 

The  door  banged,  and  the  operator  went 
wearily  back  to  his  seat,  and,  picking  up  the 


book  he  had  been  reading,  threw  it  out  of 
the  window. 

Fifteen  minutes  later,  when  an  old  man 
came  in  and  wanted  to  know  when  the  8 130 
train  left,  the  operator  heaved  the  contents 
of  the  coal  scuttle  at  him,  and  immediately 
sent  in  his  resignation. 


IN  A RAILROAD  CAR. 

The  Story  of  an  Employe’s  Mistake. 

From  the  French. 


/S\FTER  I had  graduated  with  honors 
/Sr  from  Saumur  I was  appointed  a 
* * Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Sixteenth 
Cuirassiers.  . The  Colcnel  of  the  regiment 
whom  I knew  but  little,  was  an  old-  friend 
of  my  family. 

One  morning  toward  the  end  of  October 
I received  orders  to  join  my  regiment  imme- 
diately. The  evening  found  me  walking  up 
and  down  the  platform  of  the  station  a few 
minutes  before  the  departure  of  the  eight 
o’clock  express,  looking  for  a vacant  com- 
partment. 

The  guard  opened  a door  bearing  the  sign 
“Smokers.”  I made  a wry  face  at  the  pros- 
pect of  being  enveloped  in  stale  tobacco 
fumes,  but  as  I stood  a good  chance  of  hav- 
ing the  compartment  to  myself,  I jumped 
aboard. 

As  I had  hoped,  no  one  disturbed  me. 
Little  by  little,  lulled  by  the  monotonous 
movement,  I fell  into  a light  sleep. 

“Chateau  Thierry!”  called  the  guard,  in  a 
hoarse  voice. 

I opened  one  eye  and  stretched  myself. 
From  the  opposite  entrance  a young  woman 
swept  like  a whirlwind  into  my  compart- 
ment. 

“Well,”  I thought,  “here  is  a woman  who 
does  not  object  to  smoke." 
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"Good-bye,  aunt”  the  young  traveler 
called,  as  we  were  starting. 

"Good-bye,  my  dear  child,”  replied  an 
older  voice.  "Give  my  love  to  your  parents. 
Good-bye,  Gilberte !” 

So  her  name  was  Gilberte,  a pretty  name, 
, and  one  that  should  belong  only  to  a pretty 
woman.  I opened  both  eyes  this  time.  As 
I had  taken  care  on  leaving  Paris  to  place 
myself  where  I would  be  shielded  from  the 
light,  I could  see  her  much  more  plainly 
than  she  could  see  me.  She  was  really  very 
pretty. 

The  young  woman  arranged  her  bundles 
and  unfolded  her  traveling  rug.  I saw  thet 
she  was  looking  at  me  attentively.  Buried 
in  the  high  collar  of  my  ulster,  for  the  car 
was  cold,  I did  not  budge. 

After  having  taken  from  her  valise  a flan- 
nel sacque  and  a long  furred  coat  she  took 
off  her  jacket  and  proceeded  to  wrap  her- 
self up  for  the  night. 

"Unquestionably  she  has  taken  me  for  a 
woman,”  I laughed  softly  to  myself,  as  she 
gradually  dozed  off  to  sleep. 

Midnight.  One  o’clock. 

"Frouard.  Three  minutes’  stop,”  cried 
the  guard. 

I rose,  threw  off  my  furs,  and  descended 
to  the  platform  for  a brisk  walk.  At  the 
moment  the  signal  for  departure  was  given, 
I jumped  onto  the  train  again. 

A surprise  was  in  store  for  me.  My  gen- 
tle neighbor,  who  but  a few  minutes  before 
had  been  slumbering  so  gracefully,  rose 
with  a spring,  and  stood  before  me,  looking 
highly  offended. 

"This  is  unpardonable,  sir?”  she  said  in  a 
trembling  voice.  "No,  you  shall  not  enter,” 
and  she  placed  herself  before  me,  to  oppo  e 
my  entrance. 

The  station  master,  thinking  I had 
mounted,  blew  his  whistle,  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  withdraw.  Bewildered 
as  I was  by  this  strange  reception,  before 
which  I would  have  retired,  under  any  other 
circumstances,  I forced  the  weak  barrier 
aside,  and,  jumping  into  the  compartment.  I 
slammed  the  door  behind  me,  just  as  the 
train  started. 

The  girl  gave  a smothered  cry.  She 
looked  for  the  alarm  bell,  but  the  semi-dark- 
ness prevented  her  seeing  it;  and  she  fell 


back  upon  the  cushions  resignedly,  appar- 
ently expecting  to  be  murdered. 

I had  regained  my  self-possession,  and 
approaching  her  courteously,  I said,  in  my 
softest  voice: 

"Calm  yourself,  madam,  I beg.  What 
have  I done  to  arouse  your  indignation?” 
She  lifted  her  eyes,  sparkling  with  anger, 
to  my  face. 

“What  have  you  done?”  she  repeated,  in 
a voice  choked  with  emotion.  "You  ask  me 
what  you  have  done?  It  is  unpardonable  to 
take  advantage  of  a disguise  to — Oh,  no,  it 
is  too  terrible.” 

"But  I could  not  prevent  you  from  enter- 
ing the  compartment.” 

"No,  but  you  might  have  spoken,  and  this 
mistake  would  not  have  occurred.  Besides,” 
she  added,  in  a haughty  tone,  "if  you  had 
been  where  you  belonged,  all  this  would  not 
have  occurred.” 

"I  do  not  understand  you,  madam.  It 
seems  to  me  I was  the  first  to  occupy  this 
compartment.” 

“Oh ! And  since  when  have  gentlemen  a 
right  to  enter  ladies*  compartments?” 
"Ladies’  compartments!  Well,  this  is 
going  too  far,”  I exclaimed.  "I  took  this 
compartment  for  smokers  in  Paris,  in  order 
to  he  alone.” 

“Do  not  think,  sir,  that  you  can  excuse 
your  baseness  by  such  a pretext.” 

"Pardon  me,  madam,  it  is  easy  to  verity.” 
"Oh,  I can  easily  prove  to  you.” 

With  a simultaneous  movement  we  rushed 
to  our  respective  sides  of  the  compartment, 
and,  slipping  our  arms  through  the  little 
side  windows,  we  took  the  signs  from  the 
doors.  We  held  our  trophies  up  to  the 
light,  and  she  read  aloud: 

"Ladies ! There,  you  see,”  she  added  tri- 
umphantly. 

"Smokers,”  I read  from  my  sign.  "Are 
you  convinced?” 

We  verified  each  other’s  assertions, 
looked  at  each  other,  and  burst  out  laugh- 
ing. 

"Here  we  are  at  Nancy,”  she  remarked, 
endeavoring  to  regain  her  self-possession. 
As  the  train  slowed  up  she  looked  out 
through  the  window’  at  my  side. 

"Oh,  there  is  my  father,”  she  said. 
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I opened  the  door  and  she  fell  into  the 
arms  of  a tall  gentleman  of  military  car- 
riage who  was  decorated  with  the  rosette  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor.  I descended,  and 
when  I passed  them  the  young  woman  drew 
her  father  aside.  As  I walked  toward  the 
lunch  room,  I said  to  myself : 

'‘Wherever  can  I have  seen  that  head  ?” 
Thirty-five  minutes  later  we  met  again 
before  the  door  of  the  same  compartment. 
The  old  gentleman  looked  at  me  attentively. 

“I  beg  your  pardon,  sir,”  he  $aid,  after 
some  hesitation,  lifting  his  hat.  “Are  you 
not  M.  Gaston  de  Verdrel?” 

“I  am,  sir,”  I replied,  bowing. 

He  held  out  his  hand.  “My  dear  boy, 
what  a fortunate  coincidence.  You  did  not 
expect,  I api'sure,  that  your  Colonel  would 
come  to  meet  you.” 

For  a few  seconds  I stood  speechless. 
“Colonel,”  I stammered  at  last,  making  the 
military  salute. 

The  old  man  saw  my  embarrassment,  and, 
pushing  me  toward  the  compartment,  said : 
“The  train  starts  in  a minute.  Let  us 
get  in.  Young  man,”  he  added,  laughing, 
“is  this  the  way  in  which  you  join  your 
regiment;  by  traveling  in  ladies*  compart- 
ments with  young  women?” 

The  two  signs  were  still  on  the  seat  and 
the  girl  looked  from  them  to  me.  All  three 
of  us  burst  out  laughing. 

“Colonel,”  I said,  humbly,  “you  see  I am 
not  so  culpable  as  you  might  think.” 

* “Very  well,”  he  replied.  “You  are  now 
under  my  orders,  my  young  friend,  and  I 
shall  inflict  the  punishment  you  deserve.” 
The  eventful  punishment  was  one  that  no 
young  soldier  need  shrink  from.  A few 
months  later  I was  married  to  the  Colonel's 
daughter,  and  since  then  we  have  both  had 
a warm  place  in  our  hearts  for  the  railroad 
man  who  mixed  the  signs  on  the  eight 
o'clock  express. 


BENEFIT  OF  STRIKES. 


► UNSTON’S  MAGAZINE,”  dis- 
cussing the  labor  question,  takes 
the  view  that  strikes  are  far 
from  being  unmixed  evils.  It  says  in  part: 
There  is  a general  tendency  greatly  to 
exaggerate  the  evils  resulting  from  the 


economic  struggles  in  society,  and  it  has 
always  been  a pet  way  of  presenting  the 
evils  of  strikes  to  tell  how  much  the  labor- 
ers have  lost.  The  usual  method  is  to  take 
the  number  of  days  a strike  lasts  and  mul- 
tiply it  by  the  amount  of  wages  supposed  to 
be  lost  each  day  and  the  total  is  given  as 
the  net  loss  to  the  laborers.  On  this  plan 
Mr.  Nicholas  Paine  Gilman  tells  us  that  in 
twenty  years  (1881-1900)  the  laborers  lost 
$257,863,478,  besides  the  $16,174,793  con- 
tributed by  trade  unions  from  their  treas- 
uries, and  on  the  same  assumed  “basis  of 
average  profits”  the  employers  lost  $122,- 
731,121.  By  the  same  method  of  reckoning 
the  laborers  lost  in  wages  from  lockouts 
$48,819,745  and  $3  451,461  in  assistance  from 
the  union  treasuries.  The  employers  lost 
$19,927,983.  and  by  way  cf  making  the 
amount  more  formidable  he  adds  the  two 
together,  showing  that  the  employers  lost 
from  strikes  and  lockouts  together  during 
the  twenty  years  $306,383,223,  and  the  labor- 
ers lost  $142,659,104,  making  a grand  total 
of  loss  for  both  parties  $449,000,000.  These 
figures  are  indeed  formidable.  One  would 
think  that  the  loss  of  $306,383,232  in  wages 
would  send  a large  number  of  the  laborers 
to  the  poorhouse,  but  it  did  nothing  of  the 
kind.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  laborers  have 
suffered  no  permanent  injury  from  the 
strikes  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  community  has  suffered. 

To  assume  the  benefit  and  injury  of 
economic  struggle  by  the  immediate  profit 
and  loss  is  the  most  superficial  view  that 
can  be  taken  of  the  subject.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  an  erroneous  idea  to  suppose  that 
laborers  suffer  a great  deal  of  hardship  dur- 
ing a strike.  At  first  sight  it  seems  as  if 
their  suffering  must  be  terribly  severe  when 
their  wages  cease  and  they  have  little  or 
nothing  saved,  and  if  this  should  occur  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  affairs  they  would 
suffer  greatly.  But  in  a strike  there  is  a 
different  sociological  environment.  The 
idleness  is  voluntary,  and  the  workmen  do 
not  consider  it  a hardship,  but  as  a struggle 
for  principle  or  for  more  wages. 

In  the  next  place,  the  money  is  not  ac- 
tually lost.  It  is  temporarily  sacrificed  in 
the  struggle  to  get  a larger  amount,  and  the 
struggle  is  so  often  successful  that  the 
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amount  gained  is  many  times  greater  than 
the  amount  lost,  so  that  the  strikes  of  the 
last  twenty  years  do  not  show  a loss,  but  a 
tremendous  gain.  It  should  be  remembered 
also  that  the  loss  is  temporary  and  the  gain 
is  permanent.  The  gain  of  io  per  cent  in 
wages  is  not  an  increase  for  a month  or  a 
year,  bqt  for  life,  and  is  bequeathed  to  the 
next  generation. 

Lastly,  strikes  have  a wonderful  educa- 
tional influence.  They  develop  the  enter- 
prise and  individuality  of  the  laborers. 
They  develop  the  economic  views  of  both 
laborers  and  employers.  To  pass  through 
two  strikes  is  a liberal  education  for  both 
employer  and  laborer.  Strikes  develop  also 
the  spirit  of  independence  among  the  labor- 
ers, which  is  an  essential  quality  in  good 
citizenship. 

If  strikes  were  as  injurious  to  business 
and  to  the  welfare  of  laborers  and  of  the 
public  as  Mr.  Gilman  and  many  others 
would  have  us  believe,  the  countries  that 
have  most  strikes  might  be  expected  to  be 
the  poorest,  but  the  facts  are  just  the  re- 
verse. Strikes  are  most  numerous  where 
prosperity  and  progress  are  most  general. 
The  anthracite  coal  strike  in  1902  is  fre- 
quently referred  to  as  an  illustration  of  the 
disastrous  effects  of  strikes.  The  loss  of 
wages  to  the  laborers,  of  profits  to  corpora- 
tions and  the  inconvenience  to  the  public 
were  ail  great.  Yet  it  is  doubtful,  on  the 
whole,  that  the  strike  was  not  a good  thing. 
It  served  to  ventilate  the  condition  of  labor 
in  the  coal  mines  and  the  methods  of  the 
corporations  as  nothing  else  could.  It  is 
doubtful  if  any  event  in  twenty  years  has 
had  so  educational  an  influence  on  the  trade 
unions.  It  forced  upon  them  the  responsi- 
bility for  avoiding  violence,  and  enforcing 
discipline  and  altogether  relying  upon  edu- 
cation rather  than  brute  force.  It  brought 
on  a wider  discussion  of  economic  condi- 
tions and  the  rights  of  individuals  and  cor- 
porations. It  also  helped  to  explode  the 
divine  authority  kind  of  conceit  represented 
by  President  Baer. 

It  is  well  that  some  suffering  accompany 
strikes,  otherwise  they  would  be  resorted  to 
too  frequently.  It  is  not  less  important  that 
corporations  should  suffer  a clipping  of 
dividends  as  the  result  of  the  attitude  as- 


sumed by  the  coal  railroads.  The  suffering 
of  the  public  was  temporary.  A little  public 
inconvenience  is  also  a good  thing  to  stir 
up  interest  in  such  questions.  It  was  a 
struggle  that  involved  hardship,  as  all  strug- 
gles do,  but  it  is  in  this  hardship  that  val- 
uable educational  experience  comes.  Any 
governmental  regulations  or  supervisions 
that  should  eliminate  the  struggle  would 
practically  stifle  progress.  All  character 
development,  all  institutional  evolution,  all 
societarian  emancipation  and  improvement 
come  through  struggle — struggle  between 
contending  interests  and  intensely  different 
sentiments — and  without  such  struggle  new 
ideas,  larger  plans,  higher  standards  can  not 
be  evolved. 


A TEMPERANCE  LESSON  TO  HEED. 


TRAMP  asked  for  a free  drink  in  a 
JV  saloon.  The  request  was  granted, 
I * and  when  in  the  act  of  drinking  the 
proffered  beverage  one  of  the  young  men 
present  exclaimed : 


“Stop;  make  us  a speech.  It  is  a poor 
liquor  that  doesn't  loosen  a man’s  tongue.” 

The  tramp  hastily  swallowed  the  drink, 
and  as  the  rich  liquor  coursed  through  his 
blood  he  straightened  himself  and  stood 
before  them  with  a grace  and  dignity  that 
all  his  rags  and  dirt  could  not  obscure. 

“Gentlemen,”  he  said,  “I  look  to-night  at 
you  and  myself,  and  it  seems  to  me  I look 
on  the  picture  of  my  lost  manhood.  This 
bloated  face  was  once  young  and  as  hand- 
some as  yours.  This  shambling  figure  once 
walked  as  proudly  as  yours ; a man  in  the 
world  of  men,  I,  too,  once  had  a home  and 
friends  and  position.  I had  a wife  as  beau- 
tiful as  an  artist’s  dream,  and  I dropped  the 
priceless  pearl  of  honor  and  respect  in  the 
wine  cup,  and,  Cleopatra-like,  saw  it  dis- 
solve, and  quaffed  it  down  in  the  brimming 
draught.  I had  children  as  sweet  and  lovely 
as  the  flowers  of  spring,  and  saw  them  fade 
and  die  under  the  blighting  curse  of  a 
drunken  father.  I had  a home  where  love 
lit  the  flame  upon  the  altar  and  ministered 
before  it,  and  I put  out  the  holy  fire,  and 
darkness  and  desolation  reigned  in  its  stead. 


I had  aspirations  and  ambitions  that  soared 
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as  high  as  the  morning  star  and  broke  and 
bruised  their  beautiful  wings,  and  I stran- 
gled them  that  I might  be  tortured  no  more. 
To-day  I am  a husband  without  a wife,  a 
father  without  a child,  a tramp  without  a 
home  to  call  his  own,  a man  it*  whom  every 
good  impulse  is  dead.  And  all  swallowed 
up  in  the  maelstrom  of  drink.” 

The  tramp  ceased  speaking;  the  glass  fell 
from  his  nerveless  fingers  and  shivered  into 
a thousand  fragments  on  the  floor.  The 
swinging  door  pushed  open  and  shut  again, 
and  when  the  little  group  about  the  bar 
looked  up  the  tramp  was  gone. — Metal 
Polishers'  Journal. 


HIS  UNNECESSARY  PROTEST. 

IVE  me  fifty  two-cent  stamps,” 
|©V  said  man  w^°  seemed  to  be 
in  a hurry,  stepping  up  to  the 
stamp  window.  The  postoffice  clerk  laid 
before  him  a sheet  of  the  new  “World’s 
Fair  stamps,”  with  the  portrait  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  upon  them. 

“Do  you  think  I want  handbills?”  irritably 
asked  the  man,  picking  up  the  sheet  and 
frowning  at  it.  “When  I buy  a postage 
stamp  I don’t  want  one  big  enough  to  wrap 
around  the  letter.” 

“Well,  sir,”  said  the  clerk,  “you  know — ” 

“Yes,  I know  it’s  the  custom  to  get  out  a 
special  stamp  every  time  there’s  a big  ex- 
position held,  but  I don’t  see  the  necessity 
of  trying  to  make  the  stamp  as  big  as  the 
exposition.  There  ought  to  be  a reasonable 
limit  to  everything.” 

“But—” 

“I  heard  a man  say  the  other  day  that 
he  saved  time  by  just  sticking  the  letter  on 
the  stamp,  instead  of  trying  to  stick  the 
stamp  on  the  letter.  Jt  looks  to  me  like  an 
unfair  thing  for  the  government  to  go  into 
competition  with  the  manufacturers  of 
porous  plasters.” 

“Certainly,  but — ” 

“It’s  a precious  piece  of  nonsense,  be- 
sides. You  put  one  of  those  big  stamps  on 
a letter,  and  just  as  likely  as  not  you  make 
it  overweight.  Then  you’ve  got  to  buy  an- 


other stamp  to  pay  the  postage  on  a postage 
stamp.  That’s  one  of  Uncle  Sam’s  little 
confidence  games.  If  everybody  would  re- 
fuse to  take  them — ” 

“Will  you  let  me  get  a word  in  edge- 
wise?” asked  the  clerk. 

“Certainly.  I’m  not  hindering  you.  What 
is  it?” 

“I  was  trying  to  say  that  you  don’t  have 
to  buy  any  of  those  new  stamps.  We  have 
plenty  of  the  old  ones  on  hand.” 


THE  “SCAB”  IS  WELL  NAMED, 

/J\NY  worker  who  side  against  his  fel- 
J Y lows  and  helps  break  up  a strike, 
H is  indeed  a “scab”  on  humanity. 
His  nature  is  a combination  of  hyena,  hog 
and  shark. 

The  fat  man,  with  full  stomach,  hard- 
hearted and  selfish  blood,  has  a haughty 
way  of  settling  questions  that  he  does  not 
understand. 

Most  sickening  of  platitudes,  most  non- 
sensical of  nonsense  concerning  man’s  re- 
lation to  man  is  the  customary  talk  about 
the  “scab”  workman. 

A number  of  men  combine  to  better 
their  conditions.  The  law  will  not  help 
them — it  considers  only  supply  and  demand 
and  the  rights  of  property.  Public  opinion 
helps  them  a little,  but  not  much. 

They  must  strike,  and  their  only  hope 
is  in  their  own  courage  and  the  loyalty 
and  decency  of  other  workmen. 

They  are  making  a sacrifice  for  their 
wives  and  children.  They  are  fighting  one 
of  the  fights  that  gradually  bring  up  the 
scale  of  living  to  a grade  of  decency. 

And  each  time  their  enemy  appears  in 
the  form  of  other  workers.  Every  time 
that  men,  hard  pressed,  strive  to  better 
themselves,  there  are  found  vile  and  selfish 
and  heartless  creatures  to  take  the  places 
of  the  man  on  strike. 

And  what  does  smug  prosperity  say  to 
this?  What  is  the  attitude  toward  the 
“scab”  of  those  who  should  be  at  least 
sympathetic? 

They  talk  balderdash  about  “the  right 
of  the  laborer  to  work  where  he  will.” 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


]&79 


They  shriek  and  howl  this  tune : 

“The  sacred  right  to  earn  a living  must 
not  be  interfered  with.  Whatever  else  hap- 
pens, remember  that  any  man  may  sell  his 
labor  to  whom  and  where,  to  do  what  work 
he  pleases.” 

Sickening  hypocrisy,  heartless  hypocrisy  1 

When  this  nation  is  fighting  another  na- 
tion, do  we  allow  any  of  our  men  to  sell 
“his  work”  to  the  other  nation? 

Supposing  an  American  in  the  Philippines 
was  starving  and  sold  his  muscles  and  fight- 
ing ability  to  our  enemy,  what  would  hap- 
pen? Would  the  prosperous  say  that  he 
must  be  permitted  to  sell  his  labor,  and  do 
as  he  chooses  with  himself? 

Not  at  all.  He  would  be  despised  by 
every  human  being,  even  by  those  who 
hired  him.  And  if  caught,  he  would  be 
hanged,  as  he  deserved  to  be  hanged,  with 
the  shortest  of  trials,  and  all  possible  dis- 
grace. 

The  “scab”  workmen  is  simply  a traitor 
in  the  army  of  human  labor.  He  is  de- 
spised by  all  honest  workers,  he  is  despised 
equally  by  those  who  hire.  Unless  utterly 
depraved  he  despises  himself. 

Some  strikes  are  based  on  righteousness 
and  need — most  of  them  are.  Some  strikes, 
based  on  hasty  decision,  on  a misguided 
sense  of  power,  or  on  other  evils. 

There  are  good  strikes  and  bad  strikes, 
good  workmen  and  bad  workmen,  good  em- 
ployers and  bad  employers. 

But  of  “scabs”  there  is  only  one  kind. 
They  are  all  cowards,  all  traitors  at  heart 
and  all  deserters. 

Of  course  the  “scab”  like  the  hyena,  the 
vulture  and  the  shark,  must  exist  and  play 
in  the  world’s  economy.  He  exists  as  one 
of  the  necessary  adjustments  in  social  dis- 
putes. Without  him  the  power  of  the  union 
would  be  supreme  power.  The  “scab”  is 
a check  upon  the  avarice  of  labor — which 
is  often  as  avaricious  and  as  obstinate  as 
capital.  He  could  not  be  dispensed  with 
in  our  selfish  civilization,  where  every  man, 
laborer  or  employer  tries  to  get  all  he  can. 

But  if  we  must  endure  the  “scab”  let 
us  at  least  not  try  to  excuse  him.  Let  us 


not  shed  sorrowful  tears  over  the  plight 
of  a hyena  eating  a corpse. 

No  man  has  a right  to  take  the  law  into 
his  own  hands.  The  right  to  vote  gives  to 
the  majority  power  to  make  laws.  If  work- 
ers lack  brains  to  use  that  power,  it  is  their 
own  fault,  and  they  have  no  right  to  make 
themselves  the  law. 

Therefore,  is  it  wrong,  criminal,  un- 
worthy, to  visit  physical  punishment  upon 
even  the  meanest  “scab.”  But  contempt  he 
should  have,  and  he  has  it. 

The  men  who  plead  for  the  “scab”  always 
hypocritically  and  always  despising  him  in 
their  hearts,  are  those  who  use  him,  the 
employers  fighting  their  men. 

These  employers  are  not  to  be  blamed. 
Fight  is  fight,  and  every  army  takes  ad- 
vantages of  deserters  from  the  other  side. 

But  employers  should  cease  to  defend  the 
“scab.”  They  do  not  tolerate  “scabs”  among 
themselves. 

Let  some  capitalist  try  to  make  profit  out 
of  the  present  dilemma  of  the  coal  owners, 
and  see  what  will  happen  to  him.  He  will 
be  boycotted  by  banks  and  railroads,  shut 
out  of  clubs,  snubbed  in  public,  jeered  at 
in  private — his  life  will  be  made  a burden. 

If  the  prosperous  man  with  everything 
that  he  needs — even  in  strike  times — hates 
the  “scab”  in  his  class,  let  him  not  wonder 
that  the  laboring  “scab”  is  despised. 

He  seeks  to  make  profit  of  his  brother's 
suffering.  He  works,  knowing  that  he  is 
keeping  women  and  children  hungry.  For 
immediate  gain  he  opposes  the  permanent 
welfare  of  the  class  to  which  he  belongs. 

He  is  unspeakably  vile  and  repulsive,  an  ! 
his  well-known  name  of  “scab”  describes 
him. — Nezv  York  Journal. 


THE  STRIKE. 


HE  strike,  while  not  absolutely  a 
t(g)\  modern  weapon,  has  in  all  essentials, 
like  other  human  agencies,  passed 
through  an  evolutionary  process,  and  is 
for  all  purposes  as  modern  as  any  other 
weapon  in  practical  use. 

The  dreamer  and  enthusiast  may  term 
this  weapon  “archaic”  and  out  of  date; 
nevertheless  its  use  is  still  expanding,  and 
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in  course  of  time  will  reach  the  remotest 
part  of  the  globe,  where  industry  has  any 
footing. 

The  strike,  like  other  weapons,  for  ag- 
gressive and  defensive  purposes,  acts  in 


from  absolute  slavery;  from  the  galling  yoke 
of  low  wages  and  long  hours,  and  brutal 
treatment. 

The  strike,  especially  the  important  ones, 
aroused  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world; 


many  instances  like  a doubled-edged  sword, 
inflicting  injury  upon  both  parties.  But  its 
moral  effect  is  never  lost.  It  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  educators  in  the  industrial 
struggle,  both  to  the  employer  and  em- 
ployed. 

The  strike  has  saved  the  laboring  classes 


it  challenged  the  economist,  inspired  the 
poet  and  stimulated  the  latent  energy  of 
the  masses. 

The  strike  should  be  the  last  resort,  after 
successive  efforts  at  conciliation  and  arbi- 
tration have  failed  and  all  chances  for  set- 
tlement abandoned. — Cigar  Makers*  Journal. 
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HIGH  SPEED  AND  SAFETY  IN  PAS- 
SENGER SERVICE. 

ERMAN  engineers  are  not  satisfied 
with  railway  speeds  of  65  to  70 
miles  an  hour,  and  at  considerable 
expense  are  teaching  us  what  conditions 
are  necessary  for  the  very  high  speeds  of 
120  to  130  miles  per  hour.  On  account  of 
the  use  of  electric  motors  in  the  Zossen 
experiments,  it  was  possible  to  measure  ac- 
curately the  power  expended  in  propelling 
a single  car,  and  when  accelerating  up  to 
120  miles  per  hour  2,000  horsepower  was 


It  was  found  also  that  it  was  not  safe 
to  haul  a second  car  as  a trailer  at  very 
high  speeds  on  account  of  lateral  oscilla- 
tions, even  on  a track  almost  entirely 
straight.  High-speed  traction  requires  the 
track  to  be  almost  free  from  curves,  and 
for  the  very  high  velocities  we  are  now 
considering  the  curves  should  not  be  less 
than  one  mile  in  radius.  Such  a service 
would  require  the  reconstruction  of  many 
of  our  trunk  lines.  While  it  is  not  likely 
that  schedules  above  100  to  125  miles  per 
hour  will  ever  be  attempted  on  our  present 


Compliments  Moncton  Div.  63. 
WRECK  OF  “DOC”  WILBUR  S CATTLE  SPECIAL 
At  Rothesay.  I.  C.  R.,  Easter  Sunday,  1904.  Twelve  cars  of  cattle  derailed, 

156  head  saved,  44  head  killed. 


recorded  at  the  collector  on  the  car,  and 
at  a constant  speed  of  no  miles  per  hour, 
1,300  horsepower  was  expended.  The  head- 
end  resistance  due  to  the  atmosphere  at  a 
speed  of  120  miles  per  hour  is  equivalent 
to  1,100  horsepower.  The  enormous  amount 
of  power  required  to  propel  a single  car 
at  speeds  over  100  miles  per  hour  is  thus 
seen  to  be  one  of  the  principal  objections 
to  high  speeds,  on  account  of  its  great  ex- 
pense and  the  limited  carrying  capacity  of 
the  cars. 


lines  with  steam  locomotives,  such  speeds 
with  electric  traction  and  specially  con- 
structed track  have  been  shown  to  be  prac- 
ticable and  safe,  and  will  doubtless  be  used 
for  a limited  service  between  large  cities 
in  this  country  before  many  years.  In  order 
to  make  a commercial  use  of  the  results 
of  their  high-speed  experiments,  the  Ger- 
mans at  Berlin  are  seriously  considering  a 
new  high-speed  line  between  that  city  and 
Hamburg.  The  present  railway  line  be- 
tween those  cities  is  177  miles  in  length 
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and  there  are  about  1,200  through  passengers 
daily  who  pay  $3.75  for  the  single  trip. 
By  a straight  line  the  distance  is  155  miles, 
and  the  proposed  new  road  will  approach 
this  as  nearly  as  possible.  Two  concerns 
have  already  made  proposals  for  the  line 
and  its  equipment — the  General  Electric 
Company  of  Berlin  and  Messrs.  Siemens 
and  Halske.  The  former  company  con- 
templates a double  track,  while  the  latter 
proposes  a single  line  with  cars  making  the 
trip  in  two  hours.  If  the  line  is  made  as 
short  as  160  miles  the  average  speed  would 
be  60  miles  per  hour  for  the  whole  trip, 
which  would  be  a wonderful  achievement 
for  such  a distance.  It  is  thought  that  such 
a service  would  soon  develop  a much  larger 
traffic,  and  at  $4  per  trip  the  enterprise 
would  prove  to  be  profitable.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  track  for  this  high-speed 
service  is  to  be  of  substantial  construction, 
with  heavy  rails  and  standard  gauge. 

In  a recent  editorial  on  “Light  Railroad 
Construction,1'  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
says:  “There  will  continue  to  be  a ten- 

dency toward  heavier  coaches  so  long  as 
trains  run  on  present  track.  The  lateral 
oscillation  of  wheel  flanges  and  the  tendency 
to  lift  the  train  free  of  these  flanges  when 
passing  over  irregular  track  at  great  speed 
are  objectionable.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
until  some  such  system  as  the  mono-rail 
is  devised  and  successfully  operated,  pas- 
senger speed  between  great  centers  will  not 
be  materially  increased  above  the  present 
ordinary  schedules.”  In  our  reading  of  the 
German  experiments  which  have  led  up 
to  the  proposed  high-speed  electric  line  be- 
tween Berlin  and  Hamburg  the  mono-rail 
has  not  been  noticed,  and  although  a line 
with  that  system  of  track  has  been  operated 
at  moderate  speeds  in  Berlin  for  several 
years,  it  has  not  been  seriously  proposed 
for  the  new  line  to  Hamburg. 

As  the  schedule  speed  increases  the 
weight  of  train  and  the  number  of  cars 
decrease,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  haul 
present  trains  of  eight  or  ten  Pullman  cars 
at  sustained  speeds  of  65  or  70  miles  per 
hour  with  either  steam  or  electric  loco- 
motives. Electric  traction  at  a speed  ex- 
ceeding 100  miles  per  hour  will  probably 
he  with  a single  car,  and  such  a car  with 


motors  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  ca- 
pacity for  the  necessary  number  of  pas- 
sengers to  make  it  profitable,  will  be  heavy 
enough  to  hold  itself  down  to  the  track 
of  regular  gauge,  and  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  the  more  expensive  con- 
struction required  for  the  mono-rail.  The 
first  important  conclusion  drawn  from  the 
Zossen  experiments,  by  the  engineers  in 
charge,  is  that  permanent  way  constructed 
in  accordance  with  the  present  standard 
specifications  for  first-class  main  lines  of 
the  Prussian  State  railroads  is  safe  for  a 
line  for  electric  trains  running  at  a speed 
of  125  miles  per  hour. — The  Railway  Age. 


CONCERNING  THE  PANAMA  CANAL. 

R.  John  F.  Wallace,  chief  engineer 
of  the  Panama  Canal,  who  has 
been  spending  a few  days  at  his 
home,  in  Chicago,  is  quoted  in 
the  daily  papers  with  the  following  remarks, 
among  others,  regarding  the  work  of  the 
Panama  Canal : “During  my  three  months' 
stay  in  Panama  I completely  covered  the 
entire  strip,  which  is  about  ten  miles  wide 
and  forty-seven  miles  long,  at  least  twenty 
times,  making  thorough  observations.  At 
present  there  are  about  1,500  men  in  the 
field.  Of  this  number  500  are  in  the  sani- 
tary department  under  Colonel  Gorgas,  who 
is  assisted  by  Colonel  Le  Garde,  M^jor 
Ross  and  Major  Carter,  the  last-named 
being  chief  quarantine  officer.  There  are 
at  work  six  divisions  of  the  engineering 
corps,  each  in  charge  of  a resident  engineer, 
and  these  report  to  me  as  chief  engineer. 
There  are  subordinates  in  each  engineering 
corps,  such  as  assistant  engineers,  clerks 
and  superintendents,  while  the  rest  of  the 
men  at  work  in  connection  with  the  canal 
are  laborers.  The  engineering  and  clerical 
departments  are  almost  entirely  American- 
ized, and  nearly  every  arriving  steamer 
brings  fresh  additions  from  the  United 
States.  The  majority  of  the  common,  as 
well  as  a few  of  the  skilled,  laborers  are 
English-speaking  negroes  from  Jamaica. 
The  reason  that  Panama  has  had  a bad 
name  in  the  popular  mind  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  until  recently  the  heterogeneous 
population  has  paid  but  little  attention  to 
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the  ordinary  laws  of  health.  Under  such 
conditions  it  was  natural  that  those  who 
drank  hard,  were  not  careful  as  to  food, 
did  not  boil  or  sterilize  their  drinking  water 
and  otherwise  disregarded  the  ordinary 
hygienic  precautions,  should  find  the  coun- 
try unhealthful.  Of  the  work  done  by  the 
French  company  before  the  United  States 
bought  the  canal,  perhaps  15  per  cent  can 
be  utilized.  It  all  depends  upon  the  plan 
finally  decided  upon  for  the  completion  of 
the  canal.  Whether  the  canal  is  to  be  at 
sea  level,  or  30,  60  or  90  feet  above  sea 
level,  will  not  be  determined  until  the  sur- 


of  1906  I expect  to  have  the  campaign 
entirely  mapped  out  and  the  actual  digging 
of  the  canal  in  actual  progress.  The  line 
already  marked  out  by  the  French  company 
will  be  followed  pretty  closely  except  that 
wherever  possible  curves  will  be  straight- 
ened. The  line  of  the  canal  will  be  about 
twenty-five  miles  along  the  Chagres  River, 
then  along  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Chagres,  passing  through  the  cut  among 
the  hills  known  as  the  Culebra  cut,  about 
ten  miles  from  Panama,  and  thence  on  by 
the  Rio  Grande  River  to  Panama  Bay." — 
Railway  and  Engineering  Review. 


STEAM  CRANE  AND  CREW.  Compliment*  Moncton  Div.  63. 
Wreck  of  Cattle  Extra,  Rothesay,  Eaater  Sunday.  1904. 


veys  of  the  engineers  now  in  the  field  have 
been  completed.  Some  of  the  machinery 
turned  over  to  the  United  States  by  the 
French  company  is  still  useful,  but  much 
new  machinery  must  be  bought,  as  a great 
deal  of  that  in  use  by  the  Frenchmen  is 
either  worn  out  or  not  up  to  the  require- 
ment of  modern  methods.  The  preliminary 
work  of  thoroughly  surveying  the  canal 
route  with  a view  of  determining  at  what 
level  the  canal  is  to  be  cut  and  the  exact 
line  it  will  follow  will  consume  all  the 
time  until  the  end  of  1905.  By  the  spring 


W 


A NEW  PHILOSOPHY. 

HEN  Guy  Hall,  telegrapher,  swung 
from  the  smoker  of  the  6:53  p.  m. 
at  Marion,  and  slowly  viewed  the 
section  house,  one  store  and  post  office,  and 
the  desolate-looking  hills  and  dusty  roads, 
he  sighed.  It  was  a sigh  of  resignation, 
such  as  one  gives  when  they  have  resolved 
to  make  the  best  of  a bad  bargain. 

Twenty-four  hours  previously  he  had 
longed  for  just  such  a place,  but  realiza- 
tion was  so  different  from  contemplation. 
The  chimera  was  destroyed.  The  many- 
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hued  bubble  burst  the  moment  his  feet 
struck  the  rough  cinder-covered  walk. 

Guy  was  tired  of  the  city’s  incessant 
noise  and  chatter;  he  was  tired  himself  of 
talking.  And  no  wonder,  for  he  had  vir- 
tually talked  himself  through  life.  As  a 
child,  whatever  he  wanted  he  talked  for 


or  there  was  a guardian  angel  constantly 
watching  over  him. 

Fifteen  minutes  after  Guy  trained  his  bat- 
teries on  the  “Old  Man”  for  a position,  he 
emerged  from  the  office  with  a crisp  new 
pass  in  his  pocket  and  a satisfied  smile  upon 
his  face. 


Compliments  Moncton  Div.  63. 
W.  P.  WARMAN,  WRECK  FOREMAN, 

Who  cleared  the  track  in  four  days  and  never  said  damn. 
Wreck  of  Cattle  Extra,  Rothesay,  Easter  Sunday,  1904. 


until  it  was  humored  him,  and  the  habit  of 
having  his  own  way  had  grown  upon  him. 
Whenever  he  wanted  a position  he  just 
went  in  and  talked  it,  and  it  was  only 
natural  when  he  decided  to  resign  from  the 
Herald  press  staff  and  “OS”  it  for  a while, 
he  did  not  hesitate  in  letting  his  resignation 
from  the  Herald  precede  his  employment 
as  a railroader. 

The  fates  were  always  kind  to  Guy,  and 
fortune  seemed  to  ever  swing  his  way. 
Perhaps  he  was  born  under  a lucky  star, 


Even  as  to  looks  nature  had  been  kind 
to  Guy,  for  his  was  a handsome  face;  and 
his  shape,  strong  and  manly,  like  the  model 
of  a Greek  statue. 

He  had  longed  for  peace  and  quiet  be- 
cause it  was  opposite  to  that  which  made 
him  dissatisfied  with  the  city.  The  green 
sloping  hills,  the  roaring  brook,  the  bud- 
ding and  blooming  flowers  did  not  appeal 
to  him.  His  artistic  tastes  were  as  yet  un- 
developed. But  there  is  a time  when  a 
subtle  something  takes  possession  over  one 
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and  causes  their  hearts  to  beat  faster,  the 
blood  to  course  swifter,  the  thoughts  to 
expand,  and  grow  wider  and  wider,  and 
higher  and  higher,  until  at  last  they  reach 
to  empyrean  heights  and  they  see  with  the 
eyes  of  Newton,  feel  with  the  feelings  of 
Emerson  and  love  with  the  passion  of 
Romeo. 

Little  did  Guy  think,  as  he  stood  regret- 
ting he  had  left  the  city,  that  this  subtle 
something  would  enter  his  being  and 
Marion  would  seem  to  him  as  Paradise. 
Nor  would  he  have  believed,  had  he  been 
told,  that  it  was  pure  love  that  possessed 
this  miraculous  power. 

Virginia  Lee  was  the  only  daughter  of  a 
Boston  magnate  who  summered  in  his  beau- 
tiful mansion  a short  distance  from  Marion, 
and  as  regular  as  No.  13  pulled  into  the 


her  pink  cheeks  and  disarranged  her  wavy 
brown  hair. 

There  were  times  when  the  trains  were 
late,  and  Virginia  consulted  the  operator 
as  to  their  probable  arrival.  This  was  the 
beginning. 

Guy,  who  had  always  thought  himself 
love-proof,  could  hold  out  no  longer.  He 
was  at  last  struck  with  Cupid’s  dart  and  he 
surrendered  unconditionally.  He  silently 
prayed  each  night  for  the  train  to  be  late. 
Thirty  minutes’  delay  was  an  elysian  bliss; 
an  hour  late  he  was  in  heaven. 

His  ability  as  a talker  now  stood  him  in 
good  stead.  At  first  Virginia  couldn't  get 
away  from  the  telegraph  window,  then  later, 
she  didn’t  want  to.  Somehow,  to  her,  the 
hours  didn’t  seem  to  drag  when  the  train 
was  late.  She  began  coming  earlier,  and 


STEAM  CRANE  AT  WORK.  Compliment*  Moncton  Div.  63. 

Twelve  cattle  cars  taken  out  of  wreck  and  burnt.  Wreck  of  Cattle  Extra, 
Rothesay,  N.  B.,  Easter  Sunday,  1904. 


village,  Virginia  was  there  to  meet  her 
father. 

Her  age  was  twenty-one;  mild  and  beau- 
tiful was  she,  as  a wild  summer  rose;  as 
willowy  and  graceful  as  the  lily;  as  pure 
and  gentle  as  the  May  zephyr  which  fanned 


unconsciously  wished  the  train  might  be  a 
little  behind  time.  Guy  fervently  echoed 
her  wish. 

One  clear,  beautiful  night  the  fates  had 
again  favored  Guy — the  train  was  several 
hours  late.  The  moon  had  not  yet  risen, 
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but  the  heavens  were  twinkling  with  myriads 
of  bright  stars. 

Guy  and  Virginia  were  strolling  up  and 
' down  the  station  platform.  He  wanted  to 
talk,  to  say  something  bright,  to  run  on  and 
on  in  that  easy,  graceful  style  of  his,  but 


finitesimal  is  one  soul  among  such  countless 
millions.” 

Virginia  was  surprised  at  first.  If  she 
had  thought  at  all  about  it,  she  would  have 
thought  the  subject  too  deep  for  Guy,  but 
as  he  continued  she  grew  interested  and 


C.  H.  King.  T.  A.  Larson. 

T.  J.  Slattery.  W.  P.  Rhoda. 

SOLID  O.  R.  T.  GROUP.  N.  P.  DIV.  54,  ELK  RIVER.  MINN. 

for  once  he  was  silent.  He  could  think  of  imagined  herself  back  at  Wellesley  listening 

no  subject  but  the  commonplace.  “Good  to  one  of  the  professors,  as  Guy  went  fa- 

heavens,”  he  thought,  “but  I’m  stupid.  I’ll  miliarly  along  from  the  archoezoic  to  the 

have  to  begin  at  the  beginning  to  learn  how  psychozozoic  eras,  and  from  the  earlier 

to  win  her  love.”  forms  of  life  to  the  descent  of  man.  Science 

“Begin  at  the  beginning — ” the  words  was  Virginia’s  favorite  study,  and  Guy 

gave  him  the  keynote.  An  idea  entered  his  grew  in  her  estimation  as  he  proceeded, 

mind  and  developed  itself.  He  would  talk  branching  off  from  time  to  time  to  comment 

about  the  beginning  of  creation.  He  saw  on  art,  architecture  and  ethics  of  the  me- 

where  there  was  a chance  to  bring  up  a sub-  diaeval  and  present  time, 
ject  from  down  in  his  heart  in  an  easy,  They  had  continued  to  walk  up  and  down, 
natural  way.  up  and  down,  and  now  stopping  at  the  end 

Guy  began,  after  a long  silence  and  a of  the  platform,  Guy  waved  his  hand  up  at 

sigh,  as  if  talking  to  himself:  “How  in-  the  heavens  and  said,  “Miss  Lee,  you  might 

adequate,  Miss  Lee,  is  man’s  mind  to  com-  consider  this  as  a transition  from  the  sub- 

prehend  the  workings  of  Nature.  How  in-  lime  to  the  ridiculous,  but  I hope  not  For- 

finite  this  universe,  and  how  apparently  in-  get  for  the  moment  what  you  know  of  a$- 
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tronomy  and  hear  me  through.  A new  phil- 
osophy is  dawning  upon  me.  You  know  the 
Saracen  tribes  had  their  star  of  worship. 
I,  too,  have  mine.  Look  at  the  stars  twink- 
ling so  merrily;  they  each  represent  a life 
upon  earth.  The  nebulae  of  new  stars  is 
forming  and  new  souls  are  being  born. 
When  a life  ceases  to  exist,  it’s  star  ceases 
to  shine  and  travels  through  space  as  a 
dark  star.  Some  are  greater  than  others, 
so,  too,  are  some  lives. 

“There’s  an  affinity  which  causes  these 
stars  to  travel  in  pairs.  Astronomy  says 
they  are  twin  stars,  and  most  all  stars  has 
its  twin,  though  not  discemable  with  the 
naked  eye.  My  new  philosophy  says  they 
are  soul  mates  as  decreed  by  Nature. 

“You  have  your  star  and  I have  mine. 
Intuition,  instinct,  or  something  points  me 


ing  to  my  new  philosophy,  because  I love 
you  and  want  you  for  my  wife.” 

Guy  placed  his  arm  around  Virginia’s 
waist,  drawing  her  to  him,  and  repeated, 
“I  love  you,  my  darling,  I love  you.” 
Virginia  looked  up  in  Guy’s  face  and 
knew  she  was  indeed  Guy’s  affinity,  and 
murmured,  faintly,  “Guy,  dear,  I am  a con- 
vert to  your  new  philosophy.” 

George  Clark. 


“AS  SURE  AS  SCROGGINS’  HOSS.” 

HE  origin  of  the  expression,  “As  big 
/(§)\  a fool  as  Thompson’s  colt”  had  been 
under  discussion. 

“The  offset  of  that  story,”  said  one  of  the 
party,  “was  ‘As  sure  as  Scroggins'  hoss.’ 
Never  heard  of  it?  Well,  it  was  still  run- 


S.  M.  Alvis,  C.  R.  Showalter,  D.  B.  Davis,  W.  S.  Johnson. 

SOLID  O.  R.  T..  IRON  GATE,  VA.,  C.  & O.  RY.  SYSTEM,  DIVISION  40. 


out  mine  and  yours  is  close  beside  it,  which 
means,  Virginia,  darling,  you  are  my  affinity 
according  to  the  laws  of  gravitation  which 
holds  these  stars  together,  and  according  to 
Nature,  which  has  decreed  it  so,  and  accord- 


ing in  northwest  Missouri  when  I left 
there  in  1876. 

“A  railroad  had  been  constructed  be- 
tween St.  Joe  and  Savannah  in  the  early 
days.  It  covered  a distance  of  about  twenty- 
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five  miles.  There  was  one  train  a day  each 
way,  and  it  was  made  up  of  a combination 
caboose,  a freight  car  and,  of  course,  an 
engine. 

“There  was  no  roundhouse  at  Savannah; 
nothing  but  a turntable,  a switch  and  a 
station.  When  the  train  arrived  there  the 
engine  was  turned  around,  run  down  on 
the  switch  and  backed  up  to  the  caboose 
and  freight  car.  The  train  did  not  leave 
until  the  afternoon,  so  that  the  crew  fre- 
quently went  to  town,  about  a mile  distant, 
enjoyed  themselves  and  returned  in  time  to 
take  out  the  train. 

“Railroads  were  a novelty  in  that  section. 
A farmer  named  Scroggins  lived  near  town. 
One  day  he  drove  to  the  station  with  some 
produce  to  ship  to  St.  Joe.  When  he  got 
to  the  station  no  one  was  about  to  take 
his  stuff,  and  he  hitched  his  horse  to  the 
end  of  the  freight  car  while  he  went  to 
town  to  hunt  for  the  conductor.  He  did 
not  know,  or  if  he  did  he  forgot,  when  the 
train  left. 

“When  he  failed  to  find  the  conductor  he 
returned  to  the  station,  but  the  train  was 
gone.  Ditto  Scroggins’  horse  and  wagon 
and  produce.  When  the  train  pulled  out 
it  took  Scroggins’  outfit  with  it.  That  was 
what  a man  who  saw  the  incident  told 
Scroggins. 

“The  old  farmer  said  nothing,  but  started 
down  the  track.  He  picked  up  here  and 
there  a wagon  spoke,  a hub,  a tire  and  oc- 
casionally a busted  pumpkin,  a smashed 
cabbage  head  and  the  scatterment  of  eggs 
and  butter.  But  no  signs  of  the  hoss,  ex- 
cept here  and  there  a bit  of  harness.  When 
Scroggins  arrived  at  his  farm-house  he 
fond  his  hoss  standing  at  the  gate,  safe  and 
sound.  The  hoss  could  not  talk,  so  Scrog- 
gins never  knew  where  the  train  and  the 
animal  parted  company. 

“From  that  time  on  whenever  a man 
spoke  of  anything  being  dead  certain  he 
said : 


“ ‘It’s  as  sure  as  Scroggins’  hoss.' 

“And  it  passed  down  to  succeeding  gen- 
erations.”— New  York  Sun. 


THE  OPEN  SHOP. 

HE  manufacturer,  hearing  that  his 
men  were  about  to  organize  a union, 
appeared  on  the  scene  and  entered 
his  protest. 

“I  am  in  favor  of  unions,”  said  he,  “but 
I am  against  allowing  any  set  of  men  to  run 
my  business.” 

“But  we  have  no  intention  of  running 
your  business”  said  the  men.  “We  are  or- 
ganizing to  protect  ourselves.” 

“I  will  protect  you,”  said  the  manu- 
facturer. “I  want  free  men  in  my  factory. 
I want  no  slaves  to  a walking  delegate. 
Be  free  menl  Stand  upon  your  American- 
ism. The  laborer  should  be  free  in  all 
things.” 

But  still  the  men  insisted  upon  unionizing, 
and  finally  the  manufacturer  said : 

“Drop  this  union  talk  and  I will  increase 
wages  xo  per  cent.” 

This  appealed  to  the  employes  more 
forcibly ‘than  unionism,  and  talk  of  organi- 
zation was  dropped.  A few  months  later 
wages  were  reduced  20  per  cent  and  a 
month  later  another  reduction  of  20  per 
cent  took  place. 

“We  will  not  stand  for  it,”  said  the  em- 
ployes. 

But  the  manufacturer  gave  vent  to  a loud 
laugh  and  asked: 

“What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 
You  have  no  means  of  taking  concerted 
action.” 

“Alas,  we  listened  to  your  palaver  about 
‘free  labor,’  ” said  the  employes. 

“Yes,”  retorted  the  manufacturer.  “By 
‘free  labor*  I meant  labor  that  I was  free  to 
use  or  abuse  as  I saw  fit.” 

Moral : The  wise  man  will  study  the 
subtleties  of  our  language. 


~Q,Q.(X 
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Those  We  Love  the  Best. 

They  say  the  world  is  round,  and  yet 
I often  think  it  square, 

So  many  little  hurts  we  get 
From  corners  here  and  there. 

Rut  one  sad  truth  in  life  I’ve  found 
While  journeying  to  the  west: 

The  only  folks  who  really  wound 
Are  those  we  love  the  best. 

The  choicest  garb  and  sweetest  grace 
Are  oft  to  strangers  shown. 

The  careless  mien,  the  frowning  face, 

Arc  given  to  our  own. 

We  flatter  those  we  scarcely  know, 

We  please  the  fleeing  guest. 

And  deal  many  a thoughtless  blow 
To  those  who  love  us  best. 

Love  does  not  grow  on  every  tree, 

Nor  true  hearts  yearly  bloom. 

Alas  for  those  who  only  see 
This  truth  across  the  tomb. 

But  soon  or  late  the  fact  grows  plain 
To  all  through  sorrows  test — 

The  only  ones  who  give  us  pain 
Are  those  we  love  the  best. 

— Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox. 


Down  the  Road  to  Opedee. 

Nigh  the  sleepy,  creepy  Wabash, 

Loafln*  lazy  to’rds  the  sea, 

There’s  a little  railroad  station 
That  is  known  as  Opedee. 

An*  as  I set  hyur  a thinkin’ 

It  sorter  all  comes  back. 

An’  I see  the  moonlight  glisten 
Down  the  shining  railroad  track. 

Ac*  the  headlight  too  a flashin’, 

Just  as  plain  as  plain  can  be, 

As  the  cannon  ball  goes  dashin’ 

Down  the  road  to  Opedee. 

Don’t  you  see  the  corn  a wavin’? 

Kaint  you  hear  the  Bob  White's  call? 
Aint  the  golden-rod  a noddin’, 

An*  a mindin’  you  of  fall? 

An’  the  August  crickets  chirpin’ 

By  the  roadside  in  the  grass, 

An*  the  hoss-weeds  an*  the  mullins 
Wavin'  at  you  as  you  pass? 

An’  the  Katydids  a yelpin’ 


An’  the  frogs  a sassin’  back, 

As  the  engine  cuts  the  breezes, 

Down  the  shinin’  railroad  track. 

I’m  just  plum  sick  of  fashion. 

An’  that’s  whur  I’d  rather  be, 

On  the  cannon  ball  a dashin’ 

Down  the  road  to  Opedee. 

But  they  aint  no  use  a whinin’ 

An’  a wishin’  you  was  there. 

Fur  things  aint  like  they  used  to  be, 

There’s  changes  everywhere. 

An’  [ ’low  ’twould  make  me  lonesome 
An’  homesick,  too,  to  see 
Them  strangers  in  the  old  house 
A peekin’  out  at  me. 

But  there  is  a tame  a cornin’ 

When  I’ll  visit  that  ere  spot, 

An’  maybe  some  won’t  know  me, 

But  they’ll  find  I aint  forgot 
An’  some  day,  sure  as  shootin’, 

They’ll  ketch  a glimpse  of  me, 

On  the  cannon  ball  a scootin’ 

Down  the  road  to  Opedee. 

— By  Alice  Greenwood. 


We  Should  Smile. 

The  thing  that  goes  farthest  toward  making  life 
worth  while, 

That  costs  the  least  and  does  the  most,  is  just  a 
pleasant  smile — 

The  smile  that  bubbles  from  the  heart  that  loves 
its  fellow  man 

Will  drive  away  the  cloud  of  gloom  and  coax 
the  sun  again. 

It’s  full  of  worth  and  goodness,  too,  with  manly 
kindness  blent; 

It’s  worth  a million  dollars,  and  it  doesn’t  cost 
a cent. 

There  is  no  room  for  sadness  when  we  see  a 
cheery  smile, 

It  always  has  the  same  good  look — it’s  never  out 
of  style; 

It  nerves  us  on  to  try  again  when  failure  makes 
us  blue — 

Such  dimples  of  encouragement  are  good  for  me 
and  you. 

So  smile  away;  folks  understand  what  by  a smile 
is  meant — 

It’s  worth  a million  dollars  and  it  doesn’t  cost  a 
cent. 

—From  the  La  Junta  {Col.)  Republican. 
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If  You  Light  On  Your  Feet. 

When  young  Sim  Rankin  started  out  to  make  his 
mark  in  town, 

Old  Sim,  his  father,  felt  that  he  should  lay  6ome 
maxims  down. 

Beside  the  ga*e  they  stood,  and  there  old  Sim 
held  young  Sim’s  hand, 

And  spoke  in  simple  fashion,  so  the  boy  could 
understand. 

“You’ll  have  lots  of  ups  and  downs,”  the  old 
man  gravely  said. 

“A  thousand  men’ll  pull  you  back  to  one  that 
boosts  ahead; 

You’ll  find  that  everywhere  you  turn  some  chap’ll 
have  a plan 

To  use  you  for  his  benefit;  you’ll  find  your  fellow- 
man, 

When  you  sit  down  in  front,  ’ll  want  to  push 
you  from  your  seat. 

But  it  won’t  matter  where  you  light — just  so  it's 
on  your  feet. 

“You’ll  not  be  worlcin’  for  your  dad;  when  things 
don’t  go  just  right. 

He’ll  not  be  there  to  set  ’em  straight;  the  days 
won’t  all  be  bright; 

I’ll  warrant  that  you’ll  often  find  the  gloom  al- 
mighty thick; 

You  won’t  have  mother  there  to  smooth  your 
forrid  when  you’re  sick — 

But  keep  on  thinkin’,  when  you  find  there’s  trou- 
ble there  to  meet 

That  it  won’t  matter  how  you  land — just  so  it’s 
on  your  feet. 

“You’ll  see  the  favorites  go  past  and  leave  you 
far  behind; 

You’ll  know  they  don’t  deserve  it,  but  keep  on 
and  never  mind; 

You’ll  strike  a thousand  places  where  you’ll  think 
you  can’t  go  past, 

But  if  you’ve  got  the  mettle  you’ll  get  over  ’em 
at  last; 

And  don’t  fergit  this,  when  you  fight  the  foes 
you’ll  have  to  meet; 

It  won’t  much  matter  how  you  light — just  so  it’s 
on  your  feet.” 

The  boy  went  down  the  winding  lane;  his  thoughts 
were  far  away; 

Before  him  airy  castles  rose  that  he  would  claim 
some  day; 


He  thought  of  fame  and  fortune,  and  he  heard 
his  “dad”  repeat; 

“It  won’t  much  matter  how  you  land-— just  so  it’s 
on  your  feet.” 

— S.  E.  Kiser. 


Encomium  to  Economy. 

Oh,  let  me  turn  my  deep,  sad  gaze 
From  regions  of  astronomy 
And  pause  a moment  in  the  praise 
Of  that  sweet  nymph,  Economy — 

Economy,  Economy, 

That  reckless  maid,  Economy. 

“Why  do  you  build  yon  railway  gap,” 

I asked  a Railway  President. 

“To  be  a deadly  danger  trap 
To  each  suburban  resident?” 

“Economy,  Economy!” 

Explained  that  Railway  President. 

“Why  do  you  build  your  boats  so  cheap,’ 

I asked  a Magnate  querulous, 

“That  Death  lurks  near  while  trippers  sleep. 

And  every  ride  is  perilous?” 

“Economy,  Economy!” 

Explained  that  Magnate,  querulous. 

“Why  are  your  workrooms  so  disposed,” 

I asked  somt  wealthy  savages, 

“That  men  and  women  are  enclosed 
Where  quick  consumption  ravages?” 
“Economy,  Economy!” 

Explained  these  wealthy  savages. 

“Yon  theater’s  a hall  of  death,” 

I told  a Builder,  pottering. 

“Yon  bridge  would  tumble  at  a breath, 

And  every  pile  seems  tottering.” 

“Economy,  Economy!” 

Remarked  that  Builder,  pottering. 

And  thus  is  many  a soul  released 
To  realms  beyond  astronomy. 

While  Death  enjoys  a lavish  feast — 

That’s  paid  for  by  Economy. 

Economy,  Economy, 

That  thin-lipped  nymph,  Economy. 

— Wallace  Irwin  in  New  York  Globe. 
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A New  One. 

Rastus : What’s  yo’  gwine  to  do  dis  fall  ? 

Johnson : I’se  gwine  open  a school  an’ 

teach  chicken  stealin'  by  mail. — Albany 
Times-Union. 


Precaution. 

The  gun  Pop  looked  in  wasn’t  loaded, 

And  yet  in  Willy’s  hands  exploded ! 
“What  can't  be  cured  must  be  endured,” 
Said  Willy.  “Pop  was  well  insured.” 


Didn't  Dispute  It. 

Mr.  Staylate — After  all,  society  is  a 
deuced  bore,  don’t  you  know. 

Miss  Weary  (yawning)  — Yes,  some 
people’s  society. — Exchange. 


A Bivalvuiar  Pleasantry. 

Katherine : Do  you  think  raw  oysters  are 

healthy? 

Kidder:  I never  knew  one  to  complain. 

— New  York  Press. 


How  Shocking. 

“A  Brooklyn  man  runs  through  the  street 
naked.  Thinks  himself  a storage  battery.” 
“Well,  didn’t  he  prove  it?  He  ‘shocked’ 
the  neighborhood.” 


Credit  Due  the  Wife. 

“Your  wife  tells  me  that  she  takes  large 
credit  for  your,  success  in  business.” 

“She’s  right.  Nobody  could  have  met 
her  expenses  on  a small  income.” — Detroit 
Free  Press. 


Cold-8houlder  Specifications. 

Sidney — Did  any  girl  ever  refuse  you? 

Rodney — Yes.  Not  long  ago  I proposed 
to  one,  and  she  told  me  she  wanted  a 
husband  who  was  younger,  richer,  more 
stylish  and  better-looking. — Detroit  Free 
Press. 


Ideals  Realized. 

Rev.  Dr.  Joyner:  And  so  you  two  are 
making  life  one  grand,  sweet  song? 

Rattles:  Yes,  doctor,  a reg’ler  opera; 

with  frantic  calls  for  the  author  when  baby 
cries. — Town  and  Country. 


The  Man's  Way. 

Popley:  “Come,  come,  Willie!  Don’t 

cry  because  you’ve  barked  your  shin  a little 
bit.  Act  like  a man.” 

Willie  (blubbering)  : “Yeh ! then  you’d 

whip  me.  You  told  me  you  would  if  you 
ever  caught  me  swearin’.” — Catholic  Stand- 
ard Times. 


Beyond  the  Limit. 

“Your  worst  enemy  is  whisky,”  said  the 
parson  to  an  incorrigible  member  of  his 
flock. 

“But,”  protested  the  wayward  one,  “you 
have  always  told  us  to  love  our  enemies.” 

“Yes.”  admitted  the  good  man,  “but  I 
never  told  you  to  swallow  them.” — Cincin- 
nati Enquirer. 


Juvenile  Happiness. 

“Did  you  boys  have  a good  time  at  your 
bonfire,  Johnny?” 

“You  bet  we  did!  We  burnt  a back  yard 
fence,  half  a dozen  piano  boxes,  an’  the 
most  of  old  Squilligan’s  smoke-house,  an* 
had  a be-yootiful  run  when  the  police  got 
after  us.” — Chicago  Tribune. 


Strenuous  Faith. 

Billbrown — “Your  friend  Greening  seems 
to  have  a lot  of  faith  in  homeopathy,  doesn't 
he?” 

Jayjones — “Never  saw  anything  equal  to 
it.  Why,  last  summer,  when  he  had  an 
attack  of  hay  fever,  he  actually  married  a 
grass  widow.” — Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
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The  Tree  and  the  Shade. 

“He  talks  a great  deal  about  his  family 
tree.” 

“That  may  account  for  the  tales  I’ve 
heard  about  his  shady  past.” — Philadelphia 
Press. 


Satisfied. 

“You  must  not  expect  me  to  give  up  my 
girlhood’s  ways  all  at  once,”  said  the  happy 
bride. 

“Oh,  I won’t,”  he  replied.  “I  hope  you’ll 
keep  right  on  taking  an  allowance  from  your 
father  just  as  if  nothing  had  happened.” 


His  Own  Medicine. 

A book  agent  recently  obtained  admission 
to  the  office  of  Thomas  Edison  and  assailed 
him  with  such  an  aggregation  of  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  publication  which  she  rep- 
resented that  the  famous  inventor  hurriedly 
subscribed.  After  a gradual  restoration  of 
his  energies  Mr.  Edison  said: 

“How  did  you  ever  succeed  in  mastering 
such  a long  and  convincing  speech  as  that?” 
“Oh,  our  speeches  are  taught  us  at  the 
home  office,”  responded  the  lady,  sweetly, 
“by  means  of  the  phonograph.” — Harper's 
Weekly. 


Familiar. 

Charles  A.  Mason  tells  the  following  story 
of  a friend  who  was  once  a magistrate  in 
Philadelphia : 

He  asked  a young  man  brought  before 
him,  “Have  you  ever  been  arrested?” 
“No,  sir,”  was  the  reply. 

“Have  you  ever  been  in  this  court  be- 
fore?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Are  you  sure?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Your  face  looks  decidedly  familiar; 
where  have  I seen  you  before?” 

“I  am  the  barkeeper  in  the  saloon  on 
the  corner.” 


Believing,  He  Got  Ready  to  Dodge. 

A Hudson  River  steamboat  captain  ex- 
tended the  hospitalities  of  his  snug  wheel- 
house  to  a clergyman  who  could  not  find  a 
seat  on  the  crowded  upper  deck.  The 


visitor  was  chatty,  and  when  he  had  plied 
the  man  at  the  wheel  with  sundry  ques- 
tions concerning  his  spiritual  welfare,  the 
skipper  asked  the  reverend  gentleman: 
“Do  you  believe  in  predestination?” 
“Of  course  I do,”  was  the  emphatic  re- 
ply. 

“Then  you  believe  that  whatever  is  to 
be  will  be?” 

“Certainly.” 

“Well,  I am  glad  to  hear  it.” 

“Why?” 

“Because  I’m  going  to  pass  that  boat 
ahead  in  just  fifteen  minutes  if  there  is 
any  virtue  in  hard  coal  and  safety  valves. 
So  don’t  be  alarmed.  If  the  boilers  are  not 
going  to  burst  they  won’t,  that’s  all.” 

The  divine  arose,  put  on  his  hat  and 
was  leaving  the  wheelhouse  when  the  cap- 
tain observed : 

“I  thought  you  believed  in  predestina- 
tion ?” 

“So  I do,  but,  my  good  man,  I prefer 
being  a little  nearer  the  stern  when  it  takes 
place.” — New  York  Press. 


A Costly  Retort. 

“When  Chief  Justice  Chase,  a man  of 
great  abilities  and  marked  characteristics, 
was  presiding  in  one  of  the  county  courts 
of  Vermont,”  said  a lawyer  of  the  State, 
“an  appeal  case  from  a justice’s  court  came 
up  before  him,  so  small  and  contemptible 
in  its  origin  that  he  ordered  it  stricken  from 
the  docket.  The  case  was  where  a turkey 
had  trespassed  upon  the  garden  of  a neigh- 
bor and  got  shot  for  his  depredations.  The 
owner  brought  suit  to  recover  damages  and, 
failing  before  the  justice,  had  appealed  the 
case.  Judge  Chase  was  angry,  and  when  he 
ordered  the  case  from  the  docket,  said: 

“ ‘The  lawyer  who  consented  to  appeal 
this  case  ought  to  be  thrown  from  the 
window  of  the  courtroom.  Why  didn’t  he 
have  the  case  referred  to  some  of  the  honest 
neighbors  for  settlement?* 

“ ‘Because,  your  honor,’  retorted  the  at- 
torney, getting  hot  under  the  collar,  ‘it  was 
our  intention  not  to  let  honest  people  have 
anything  to  do  with  it.’ 

“True,  this  was  a neat  retort,  but  it  cost 
the  lawyer  just  an  even  $50  for  contempt 
of  court.” 
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“DISMAL  SOCIAL  SCIENCE.” 

For  a large  number  of  years  we  have  had 
in  this  nation,  a monthly,  exclusively  dedi- 
cated to  what  we  may  call,  “The  dismal, 
conservative  social  science.”  That  monthly 
lives  and  prospers,  while  all  other  papers, 
daily,  weekly  or  monthly  on  “Advanced 
Social  Science”  come  up  and  soon  die  or 
live  a miserable  existence.  The  monthly 
which  manages  to  live  and  prosper  is  backed 
by  a galaxy  of  important  men  in  high 
religious,  business  or  philosophic  modes  of 
existence.  One  of  the  recent  productions 
of  that  monthly,  copied  by  some  labor  or- 
gans, deals  on  the  magnificent  thought  of 
“Industrial  Peace.”  The  finality  of  that 
article  is  as  follows: 

“The  only  industrial  peace  worth  having 
is  the  peace  bom  of  freedom  and  established 
by  the  character,  development  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  laborers  and  employers,  and 
the  only  preparation  for  such  conditions 
is  the  voluntary  peaceful  methods  of  ad- 
justing disputes  between  economic  groups, 
so  as  to  make  their  bargains  and  enforce 
their  demands  by  the  exercise  of  organized 
economic  power,  never  through  any  coercive 
interference  or  compulsory  arbitration  in- 
terfering with  the  voluntary  actions  of  the 
workers  or  the  employers.” 

A little  before  the  article  says : “Strikes 
have  a wonderful  educational  influence. 
They  develop  the  enterprise  and  individu- 
ality of  the  laborers.  They  educate  both 
the  laborer  and  the  employer.  They  develop 
the  spirit  of  independence  which  is  an  es- 
sential quality  in  good  citizenship.  Strikes 
are  most  numerous  where  prosperity  and 
progress  are  most  general.” 

In  the  September  Arena,  a Boston  month- 
ly, there  is  an  article  by  a member  of 
Congress  from  New  York,  where,  under 
the  title  of  “The  Reign  of  Graft,”  we  are 
told  or  reminded  of  some  of  the  dreadful 


deformities  in  our  public  life,  they  all  com- 
ing from  the  absurdities  of  the  legislation 
we  all  allow  century  after  century,  coming 
from  that  marvelous  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  ours,  resulting  from  that  brilliant 
freedom  and  citizenship  evoluted  and  pro- 
duced by  the  conservative  and  dismal  social 
science  of  all  the  despots  that  ever  lived. 


What  do  they  mean  by  the  word  “graft,” 
as  applied  to  our  recent  social  and  political 
development?  They  mean,  wholesale  dis- 
honesty through  all  the  intricacies  of  civil 
and  political  corruption.  They  mean  brib- 
ery through  all  conceivable  tricks  and  mani- 
festations so  as  to  pervert  and  debauch  the 
conscience  of  as  many  men  as  possible  in 
the  whole  network  of  official  life,  and  so 
crush  honest  labor  in  all  directions.  And 
what  is  the  cause  of  that  graft  or  dis- 
honesty? And  why  should  we  have  per- 
petual strikes  in  order  to  produce  prosperity 
and  progress?  And  why  should  we  march 
towards  industrial  peace  through  the  con- 
stant, insane,  warlike  processes  of  quarrels 
between  labor  and  employers?  And  finally, 
why  should  intelligent  men  talk  nonsense 
about  the  possible  evolution  of  good  citizen- 
ship and  independence  through  social  con- 
ditions stupid  enough  to  show  that  we  have 
not  yet  sound  conceptions  on  the  meaning 
of  good  citizenship? 

Good  citizenship  ought  to  mean  that  we 
at  least  know  and  realize  the  immorality 
of  laws  of  favoritism,  and  hence  try  to 
suppress  them.  Are  we  doing  anything  of 
the  kind?  Of  course  not.  Year  after  year 
we  load  ourselves  with  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  laws  of  favoritism,  in  national, 
State  and  local  legislation.  Year  after  year 
we  vote  blindly  for  this  or  that  political 
status  with  which  to  prolong  the  agony  of 
both  labor  and  capital,  employers  and  em- 
ployes, classes  and  masses,  the  poor  and 
the  wealthy,  always  dealing  on  the  quantity 
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of  things  and  never  on  the  quality.  Because 
even  progress  and  prosperity  should  be  a 
question  of  quality.  And  we  talk  like 
parrots  when  we  mention  those  words  and 
many  others  apart  from  the  moral  quality 
of  the  results  we  produce,  of  the  kind  of 
civilization  and  laws  we  manage  to  man- 
ufacture or  stand  by. 

‘‘Adjusting  disputes  between  economic 
groups  (armies  of  men  antagonistic  to  each 
other)  so  as  to  make  their  bargains  and 
enforce  their  demands  by  the  exercise  of 
organized  economic  power.”  That  is  the 
remedy  proposed  by  the  monthly  paper  or 
magazine  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  our 
essay.  The  existence  of  any  disputes  among 
men  for  the  purpose  of  producing  wealth, 
the  need  of  distinct  economic  groups  having 
to  enforce  demands  upon  each  other,  unable 
to  make  bargains  in  accordance  with  God’s 
simple  laws  of  supply  and  demand  in  the 
natural  order  of  things — all  that  proves 
that  we,  good  citizens,  are  good  enough  to 
fling  God’s  laws  to  the  winds,  and  prefer 
our  own  stupid  selfish  laws. 

“Organized  economic  power  in  need  of 
enforcing  certain  bargains  between  distinct 
economic  groups  of  men !”  That  alone 
shows  that  we  don’t  have  yet  any  sensible 
social  economy,  and  that  our  modern  nations 
fail  yet  to  recognize  the  brotherhood  of 
men  at  least  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the 
barbarous  nations  4,000  years  ago. 

And  what  about  that  freedom  and  char- 
acter and  intelligence  we  need  yet  to  bring 
out  industrial  peace,  as  that  economic 
monthly  tells  us?  How  can  we  have  any 
real  freedom,  character  or  intelligence  as 
long  as  we  keep  legislating  laws  without 
any  good  character,  without  an  atom  of 
honest  intelligence,  without  a fragment  of 
real  freedom?  Industrial  peace  can  never 
be  had  through  laws  which  decree  indus- 
trial war,  laws  which  make  industrial  dis- 
honesty pay  better  than  industrial  honesty; 
laws  which  encourage  greed  and  discourage 
clean  lines  of  conduct,  laws  which  prac- 
tically tell  all  men : “Each  one  of  you,  or 

each  group,  should  look  out  for  himself  or 
themselves,  never  mind  what  the  results 
may  be  to  somebody  else.”  The  wonder  is 
that  we  have  yet  so  many  honest  men, 
honest  in  so  far  as  they  can  be  in  the  midst 


of  our  complicated  lives.  It  all  proves  that 
men  are  born  to  be  honest  and  shall  be 
fully  so  when  we  see  fit  to  abide  by  the 
natural  altruism  of  all  natural  and  divine 
laws. 

Down,  then,  on  any  and  every  jugglery 
of  economic  conceptions  such  as  that  of  the 
article  we  have  mentioned.  We  have  not 
even  the  right  of  speaking  on  economic 
subjects  until  we  commence  at  the  begin- 
ning of  man’s  economic  life,  and  so  restore 
to  all  men  their  natural  right  to  live  and 
work  on  the  face  of  the  planet  without 
their  having  to  be  laborers,  forever  subject 
to  employers.  Suppress  laborers  and  you 
suppress  all  wealth,  and  no  employers  shall 
be  found  alive  anywhere.  Establish  the 
rights  of  men,  and  all  bargains  and  con- 
tracts shall  stand  on  their  respective  merits 
without  the  need  of  being  enforced  by  any 
economic  groups  of  men.  No  enforcing  of 
any  thing  shall  be  needed  when  sound  laws 
make  it  profitable  for  men  to  do  right  and 
unprofitable  for  men  to  do  wrong.  No  in- 
dustrial peace  can  be  at  all  possible  through 
industrial  injustice  sanctioned  by  law.  That 
monthly’s  talk  or  any  similar  one  is  simply 
aiming  at  the  perpetuation  of  a chaotic 
social  status  as  the  past  and  present  have 
evolved  all  over  the  earth. 

Jose  Gros. 


A DREAM. 


It  has  been  said  that  many  men  think  in 
millions  and  work  for  hundreds — often  sit- 
ting on  dry  goods  boxes  in  front  of  stores, 
whittling — explaining  between  tobacco 
chews  how  the  Government  ought  to  be 
run,  and  what  our  millionaires  are  and 
should  do,  while  the  wife  is  doubled  over 
a wash-board,  attending  to  the  present 
necessities. 

Now,  I don’t  want  to  be  placed  in  that 
category,  for  I had  a dream — can’t  blame 
me  for  having  a dream,  can  you?  Don’t 
remember  what  I ate — but  here  is  the 
dream: 

I had  the  income  of  a Carnegie  and 
Rockefeller  combined — so  I could  work 
quick.  Immediately  I had  several  brokers 
(unknown  to  each  other)  buying  the  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  large  railways.  Just 
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as  soon  as  I was  on  any  line,  I called  on 
the  president  and  told  him  who  I was,  and 
that  I was  it,  and  unfolded  my  plan — which 
was  to  give  him  a cabinet  of  ministers, 
not  to  exceed  five;  all  over  fifty  years  of 
age,  whose  duties  were  to  look  after  the 
moral  and  religious  welfare  of  all  em- 
ployes; to  reduce  Sunday  work  to  a mini- 
mum; to  cut  it  out  entirely  if  they  could, 
regardless  of  revenue — i.  e.,  Sunday  work 
did  not  or  would  not  depend  on  a revenue 
basis.  Also  the  duties  of  this  body  of  ad- 
visers would  be  to  meet  all  labor  organ- 
izations— opening  every  meeting  or  con- 
sultation with  prayer — with  an  honest  in- 
tention of  doing  the  God-like  thing,  and  to 
go  over  the  entire  system,  establishing  and 
encouraging  all  Y.  M.  C.  A.  associations. 
While  all  their  conclusions  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  president  for  advice,  the  ma- 
jority vote  of  the  cabinet  would  rule  until 
revoked  by  themselves,  if  they  found  out 
they  were  in  error. 

When  the  labor  committee  and  the  rail- 
road official  committee  open  every  consul- 
tation with  prayer,  and  especially  if  you 
have  ministers  of  the  Gospel  over  fifty 
years  old — men  of  such  Christian  character, 
such  ripe  judgment,  you  will  find  that 
absolute  fairness  will  be  meted  out. 

Truly,  I should  like  to  see  this  tried.  I 
should  like  to  see  a large  system  ruri  on 
absolutely  unbiased  Christian  principles, 
both  in  operating  and  discipline,  and  the 
handling  of  labor  organizations.  Treating 
no  one  better  than  the  other;  allowing  the 
weak  the  same  privileges  they  would  the 
strong;  and  nothing  short  of  a cabinet  of 
godly  men,  unhampered  by  a multitude  of 
detail  work  will  ever  accomplish  this. 
They  must  have  power  to  do — not  simply 
suggest — and  give  the  president  a show  to 
turn  it  down,  for  the  president  is  more  of 
a financier  than  anything  else. 

Certificate  1667. 


FROM  THE  D.  & R.  G. 

Before  I commence  I want  to  say  that 
I’m  not  a member  at  present,  and  haven’t 
been  since  our  little  G.  C.  and  S.  F.  Divis- 
ion No.  21  fell  by  the  wayside,  some  four 
years  ago.  That’s  the  only  excuse  I have 


for  not  being  an  up-to-date  member;  and 
since  I have  looked  into  and  studied  it  all 
over,  I have  decided  it  a very  poor  ex- 
cuse indeed;  so  have  decided  to  join  our 
great  and  grand  old  order  again,  and  think 
I will  be  found  ever  ready  “henceforth  and 
forever”  to  carry  the  banner  O.  R.  T. 

You  old  pals  that  used  to  work  on  the 
Santa  Fe  between  Z.  and  P.  Z.,  drop  the 
old  idea  and  line  up.  Come  out  on  the 
D.  & R.  G.  and  get  a job  on  an  O.  R.  T. 
road. 

The  operators  that  are  leaving  good  po- 
sitions and  rushing  to  the  creamy  jobs  on 
the  “Katy,”  as  was  reported  in  the  Sep- 
tember Journal,  are  nothing  but  scabs  of 
the  worst  type.  Poor  excuse  they  have, 
thought  the  strike  was  settled.  Why,  even 
we  operators  away  off  in  the  God-forsaken 
mountains  of  Colorado,  and  have  been  able 
to  get  hold  of  but  two  papers  that  said 
anything  about  the  strike — we  knew  that 
the  strike  had  never  been  called  off. 

The  very  idea  of  a man  running  loose, 
calling  himself  sane,  trying  to  make  it  ap- 
pear that  he  didn’t  know  the  strike  was  still 
on.  He  is  a scab  and  should  be  ignored  ;.s 
a man,  for  he  has  no  principle  whatever. 
Even  if  the  strike  had  been  called  off,  and 
members  of  an  order  to  quit  good  positions 
trying  to  find  a softer  snap  on  a scab  road. 
They  are  a detriment  to  any  organization, 
and  the  sooner  they  are  turned  down  and 
cast  aside  as  back  numbers,  the  better  for 
all  people  with  whom  they  associate  in  any 
form. 


I have  worked  for  the  “Katy”  as  relief 
operator  at  Hillsboro  “Q”  offices  and  South 
McAlister  last  fall,  and  they  were  called 
about  the  best-paying  offices  the  “Katy” 
affords.  “Q”  office  pays  $75.00  per  month, 
and  they  have  three  train  wires  to  handle, 
besides  all  the  yard  office  work;  and  any 
operator  knows  what  that  is.  At  South 
McAlister  there  were  three  of  us — man- 
ager, split-trick  min,  and  night  man.  We 
did  work  for  the  C.  O.  and  G.,  as  that  was 
a joint  office.  So  you  may  guess  what 
kind  of  people  those  fellows  are  that  come 
along  with  their  pitiful  tale  of  woe,  “they 
didn’t  know  the  strike  was  still  on.”  I 
suppose  they  thought  because  the  news- 
papers were  laying  low  and  saying  nothing, 
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that  everything  was  moving  along  nicely, 
and  they  would  sneak  in  and  get  something 
good  and  nothing  would  be  said. 

I want  to  inform  you  fellows  that  we  will 
follow  you  as  long  as  you  are  depending 
on  your  little  day’s  work  for  a living,  and 
I think  it  would  be  a grand  idea  to  adopt  a 
rule  on  every  organized  road  for  the  boys 
to  refuse  to  work  with  them,  from  superin- 
tendent’s office  down.  I think  that  there  is 
not  a road  on  the  globe  that  would  stand 
a strike  to  hold  some  scab  they  have  in 
office.  This  rule,  if  adopted,  would  soon 
put  a quietus  on  these  little  pin-headed 
train-masters  and  chief  dispatchers  going 
out  on  the  road  and  scabbing  on  some  little 
$45.00  operator  and  calling  themselves 
officials. 

There  are  so  many  of  the  working  peo- 
ple who  think  the  word  “official”  cancels, 
supersedes  and  annuls  the  word  scab,  and 
are  ready  to  look  over  a case  of  scabbing 
because  they  are  “officials” — they  are  no 
more  than  a “night  owl”  in  my  eye  or  my 
estimation,  in  case  of  a strike. 

I heard  an  old  train  master  say  that  an 
official  had  to  go  out  and  take  these  jobs 
in  a strike  and  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  keep  the  road  in  running  order. 
He  made  the  remark  that  when  “I  was 
train  master  on  a certain  road,  the  switch- 
men went  out  on  a strike,  and  during  this 
time  he  went  in  the  yards  to  make  up  a 
train  and  they  were  backing  in  to  couple 
up,  and  he  started  to  step  in  to  couple  up 
the  train  and  the  conductor  was  standing 
near,  who  took  him  by  the  arm  and  pulled 
him  back,  and  stepped  in  and  made  the 
coupling. 

What  do  you  call  this  way  of  doing  but 
regular  old  scabbing;  or  would  you  call  it 
a little  medicine  to  cool  the  ticket  punch 
fever?  Buster  Brown 


FROM  HALIFAX. 

Certificate  No.  7670,  in  September  num- 
ber, echoes  my  sentiments  exactly.  Why 
should  a “Non”  derive  benefits  from  the 
workings  of  O.  R.  T.?  We  members  of 
the  O.  R.  T.  pay  our  dues  and  assessments, 
while  the  “Non”  calmly  sits  down  and 
criticizes  the  efforts  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  his  road  to  obtain  better  work- 


ing conditions,  etc.;  and  should  they  be 
successful,  quietly  puts  out  his  hand  and 
takes  any  increase  in  his  salary,  overtime, 
etc.;  gives  nothing  in  return,  and  says  he 
cannot  afford  it. 

I think  this  is  a very  unreasonable  thing 
for  a man  to  do.  I think  it  would  be 
quite  right  and  in  order  for  our  schedules 
to  be  compiled  so  that  none  but  O.  R.  T. 
men  will  be  benefited  thereby.  I feel  sure 
that  all  those  who  support  our  noble  cause 
would  stand  by  it  more  firmly  than  ever, 
because  it  would  be  policy  to  do  so,  and 
would  make  us  solid  O.  R.  T.  All  those 
who  decline  becoming  one  of  us  would  be 
given  a reasonable  length  of  time  to  do  so, 
but  after  that,  if  they  still  stayed  out  would, 
as  Certificate  No.  770  says,  be  requested  to 
hand  in  their  resignations.  I would  like  to 
hear  from  some  other  Brother  on  this 
subject.  Certificate  187.  . 


FROM  THE  NEW  YORK  CENTRAL. 

It  was  with  enthusiasm  I read  the  article 
in  the  September  number  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher written  by  Certificate  No.  291. 

Where  I work  there  is  a two-story  box, 
called  by  this,  one  of  America’s  leading 
trunk  lines,  a “tower.”  Our  routine  of 
work  for  two  operators  doing  twelve-hour 
tricks,  is  as  follows:  Keeping  record  and 

clearing  trains,  also  reporting  same  to  the 
dispatchers.  This  is  a junction  point  and 
also  yard  master’s  office.  A single-track 
road  crosses  two  freight  tracks  at  grade  at 
this  point,  making  the  responsibility 
greater  for  the  poorest  paid  operators  of 
this  great  corporation  who  do  not  seem  to 
realize  that  we  have  saved  them  hundreds — 
yes,  I may  say  without  flinching,  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  while  crossing  trains  of 
the  single-track  road  over  those  of  the 
double-track  road,  by  leaving  the  telegraph 
instruments  in  the  tender  care  of  the  train 
dispatcher  (who  may  be  wanting  some  in- 
formation why  this  or  that  train  is  being 
held)  and  darting  down  the  track  with  a 
red  lantern  to  stop  some  train  which  is 
running  past  an  old  untrustworthy  sema- 
phore which  will  not  go  out  half  of  the 
time  when  it  is  wanted  to  by  the  operators 
in  the  “box,”  and  the  other  half  of  the  time 
is  obscured  by  smoke  from  an  engine  on  a 
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spur  directly  in  front  of  the  semaphore. 
Such  conditions,  with  the  absence  of 
home  signals  certainly  ought  to  make  the 
officials  of  this  company  feel  cheap,  if  they 
would  realize  how  free  from  certain  de- 
struction of  their  own  property  they  have 
been,  through  the  vigilance  of  their  $45.00 
operators. 

Let  us  hope  we  will  have  up-to-date  sig- 
nals that  can  be  relied  upon,  so  we  will  not 
have  to  chase  half  a mile  down  the  track, 
doing  the  duty  of  a flagman,  who  receives 
twice  the  amount  of  pay  we  do,  and  has 
not  as  many  lives  in  their  care  as  we  do 
at  this  particular  crossing  point. 

This  is  my  first  appearance  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  Telegrapher  We  have  never 
been  written  up  by  our  Local  Division,  for 
some  unknown  reason,  but  our  dues  are 
all  paid  up  to  January  1st,  1905,  and  hoping 
every  Brother  can  say  the  same,  I will  cut 
out.  Certificate  No.  44. 


THE  BALLOT  BOX. 

I agree  with  the  Brother  writing  the 
article  in  the  August  Telegrapher  headed 
“Prevent  a Repetition  of  the  Colorado 
Outrages/’  He  struck  the  right  key  when 
he  said  “belonging  to  a labor  organization 
and  vote  the  capitalistic  ticket  is  to 
sharpen  the  knife  that  is  to  cut  your  own 
throat.”  The  ballot  box  is  where  the 
money  power  makes  their  fight  and  vic- 
tories. Now,  in  order  for  the  labor  or- 
ganizations to  have  things  their  own  way, 
they  will  have  to  stop  voting  with  the 
money  power. 

Stop  for  a moment  and  think  how  fool- 
ish it  is  to  be  battling  for  a great  cause 
through  these  great  labor  organizations, 
and  when  we  arrive  at  the  point  of  the 
greatest  power,  we  turn  traitor  to  our 
cause  and  cast  our  ballot  with  the  other 
side.  What  would  you  think  of  an  army 
if  they  furnished  arms,  ammunition  and 
provisions  to  an  enemy?  That  is  just  what 
you  are  doing  when  you  vote  for  these 
money  power  parties;  you  are  giving  the 
money  power  arms  and  ammunition  with 
which  to  fight  you.  It  makes  it  much 
harder  to  get  any  grievance  adjusted  when 
your  committee  waits  on  your  employers 
for  that  purpose.  How  much  easier  it 


would  be  if  we  would  cast  our  ballot  in  the 
right  direction,  to  have  these  grievances 
adjusted  by  law.  What  is  the  use  of 
talking  about  having  committees  to  wait 
on  Congress,  when  we  vote  to  elect  men 
who  are  solely  for  the  money  power.  What 
we  want  is  some  labor  organization  to  put 
up  men  for  each  office,  and  all  members 
stand  solid  and  vote  for  and  elect  them, 
then,  when  we  send  a committee  to  Con- 
gress, we  will  get  what  is  just  and  right  in 
the  form  of  law,  which  would  be  more 
binding  than  simply  a promise  which  we 
so  often  get.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
some  other  Brothers  on  this  subject. 

Certificate  30,  Div  125. 


A MEANS  TO  AN  END. 


I would  like  to  comment  on  the  article 
written  by  Bro.  Cert.  8089,  under  heading 
of  “A  Means  to  an  End,”  in  the  September 
issue  of  our  Journal.  I think  the  Brother’s 
article  a good  one,  with  but  one  exception, 
that  concerning  the  practical  forcing  of 
“Nons”  into  the  Order,  as  set  forth  in  the 
fifth  paragraph  of  his  article,  in  which  he 
says,  “On  roads  eighty  per  cent  or  over 
strong,  whether  they  have  a schedule  or 
not,  to  demand  that  the  railroad  company 
hire  none  but  O.  R.  T.  men  (good  thing 
too),  and  that  all  non-order  men  in  the 
service  be  given  a reasonable  length  of 
time  to  join  the  Order  or  send  in  their 
resignations.”  Any  right-minded  teleg- 
rapher should  see  that  the  forepart  of  this 
paragraph  would  be  a good  thing  for  the 
Order,  but  I cannot  think  the  latter  part 
at  all  good  for  us,  and  for  this  reason: 
There  are  practically  few  telegraphers  at 
the  present  time  but  what  must  know  that 
the  Order  is  their  only  show  of  getting 
their  just  deserts,  and  any  telegrapher 
who  so  far  utterly  ignores  what  is  cer- 
tainly to  his  own  and  to  his  brother 
worker’s  benefit  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
practically  force  him  in,  that  man  we  do 
not  want,  for  he  would  not  only  do  us  no 
real  good,  but  be  a detriment  to  us  and 
should  be  left  decidedly  alone.  If  arguing 
with  him,  sending  him  our  literature,  fails 
to  secure  him,  or  a lack  of  “manly  prin- 
ciple” on  his  part  keeps  him  out,  what 
good  would  he  do  if  driven  in? 
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I for  one,  am  in  favor  of  framing  such 
schedules  as  will  absolutely  ignore  the  Non 
in  whatever  position  he  may  be. 

Certificate  1007,  Div.  126. 


BETTER  THE  SERVICE. 

If  allowed  space  in  our  Journal,  I want 
to  say  a few  words  in  regard  to  better  ser- 
vice, a point  which  I very  rarely  see 
touched,  if  ever,  and  a matter  of  most  vital 
importance  to  our  organization  as  well  as 
helpful  to  our  General  Committees. 

Brothers,  too  many  of  us  are  not  giving 
the  companies  which  we  are  working  for, 
and  who  are  entertaining  our  committees 
every  year,  the  service  we  should.  I notice 
some  of  us  are  sleeping  on  duty  entirely 
too  much.  I mean  nothing  personal  to 
any  one;  only  as  subjects  for  us  to  think 
about.  We  can't  expect  to  lay  down  our 
jobs  and  sleep  and  let  the  dispatchers  call 
us  all  night,  and  convince  our  employer 
that  it  pays  them  to  have  union  men. 
Brothers,  we  have  got  to  make  a different 
move  from  that.  I notice  in  several  cases 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  dispatchers 
to  raise  some  of  the  boys.  Let’s  get  out 
of  this,  boys — answer  your  calls  promptly, 
and  live  up  to  the  rules  of  the  company 
under  which  you  work,  and  you  will  see 
the  record  suspensions  disappear,  and  the 
management  will  say  that  it  pays  to  hire 
union  men. 

Again,  Brothers,  I say  stay  awake,  and 
give  the  desired  service.  If  you  are  sick 
and  not  able  to  work,  or  are  not  able  to 
get  the  desired  rest — get  off;  don’t  lay 
down  on  your  job — it  is  not  only  detri- 
mental to  your  own  cause,  but  to  the 
Order  also.  When  you  hear  the  dispatcher 
after  a Brother  and  he  don’t  answer,  get 
after  him  on  the  block,  wake  him  up  and 
make  him  come  to  the  mark.  We  can  im- 
prove the  service  along  this  line  wonder- 
fully if  we  only  try;  and  good  service  is 
what  we  have  got  to  have  before  we  can 
ever  expect  to  reach  the  seventy-five  dollar 
mark.  When  we  all  get  down  to  business 
and  give  good  service  for  one  year,  you 
will  see  our  General  Committee  come  down 
with  a good  schedule,  and  if  kept  up.  it 
wont  be  long  before  they  will  come  down 
and  say,  “Boys,  your  pay  will  be  $75.00, 


beginning  January  1st,”  and  until  we  do 
this,  boys,  we  can  only  expect  them  to  be 
stood  off  with  the  old  song,  “Your  men 
don’t  give  any  better  service  than  a non 
and  a scab.’’  So,  Brothers,  let’s  move 
around  in  the  future  and  show  our  em- 
ployers that  we  are  the  men  they  want,  and 
it  won’t  be  long  before  the  non  and  the 
scab  will  be  a thing  lost  in  the  deep  in  the 
railroad  world.  Let’s  all  see  that  the  dis- 
patchers don’t  have  to  call  us  if  possible 
for  us  to  get  to  the  wires  and  answer  up. 
It  will  help  them,  making  them  better  able 
to  handle  the  business,  and  at  the  same 
time  better  our  cause.  Another  point  I 
notice.  Some  of  our  members  try  to  make 
it  hot  for  the  nons  while  trying  to  get 
the  company’s  business  off  by  breaking  in 
on  them  and  playing  with  them  on  the 
wires.  Brothers,  this  won’t  do.  That  is 
not  the  right  way  to  handle  this,  to  my 
way  of  thinking.  Get  down  to  business 
and  live  up  to  the  rules  and  give  good  ser- 
vice. Show  the  company  you  are  the  man 
they  want,  and  it  won’t  be  long  before  there 
will  be  no  place  here  for  the  non.  If  he 
be  worthy,  try  and  get  him  to  join.  If  not 
worthy,  we  don’t  want  him.  That  is  my 
way  of  thinking. 

Cert.  877,  Div.  14. 


SHOW  THEM  UP. 

I notice  a great  many  articles  regarding 
the  unfair  roads.  I think  “Agate”  article, 
in  September  journal,  about  the  best  I have 
read.  He  is  absolutely  correct.  We  have 
got  to  educate  the  public  regarding  the 
danger  of  cheap  scab  routes.  Sympathy 
will  sometimes  work,  but  not  always;  but 
when  we  get  the  public  to  understand  that 
their  lives  and  property  are  in  danger  on 
these  roads,  it  will  be  no  trouble  to  cut 
down  their  income  and  make  them  feel 
the  power  of  unionism. 

If  we  could  get  an  able  article  in  our 
great  daily  newspapers  occasionally,  it 
would  help  out  wonderfully,  as  lots  of  our 
travelers  and  shippers  never  hear  of  these 
dangers.  I notice  there  has  been  some 
little  awakening  among  newspaper  men 
already.  Note  the  editorial  in  the  Memphis 
Commercial- A pficalt  regarding  the  South- 
ern disaster.  He  refers  to  the  poorly  paid 
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and  overworked  men  and  cheap,  incompe- 
tent operators  employed  by  some  railroads. 
Such  references  in  our  big  dailies  attracts 
the  attention  of  the  public — and  it  gave 
real  pleasure  to  read  this  editorial.  I hope 
some  able  writer  among  the  Brothers  will 
have  something  to  say  along  this  line. 

Certificate  No.  381,  Div  126. 


Operators  at  exclusive  telegraph  posi- 
tions to  be  in  a class  by  themselves,  and 
volume  of  business  to  determine  their  per 
cent  of  increase  in  heavier  or  lighter  traffic. 

This  is  an  idea  cropped  out  to  me  a few 
weeks  ago.  What  do  you  think  of  it — but 
don’t  throw  me  down  too  hard. 

Certificate  979. 


MINIMUM  OR  NO  MINIMUM. 

There  certainly  should  be  a minimum, 
but  a different  one  for  stations  of  different 
calibre. 

$75.00  is  too  small  for  a large  and  im- 
portant station,  and  too  large  for  a station 
doing  only  $1,000  to  $1,500  business  per 
month,  on  an  average. 

It  would  also  (if  a universal  $75.00  mini- 
mum were  adopted)  be  likely  to  draw  the 
better  agents  from  the  larger  places  to. 
where  they  could  get  as  much  money  for 
much  less  grief,  thereby  leaving  the  larger 
places  for  less  competent  men,  injuring  the 
company’s  interest,  as  well  as  ours. 

My  idea  is  to  fix  salaries  on  the  same 
principle  that  obtains  in  the  engineers’  and 
trainmen’s  schedule:  Not  less  than  $50.00 
to  $60.00  for  any  station ; overtime  and 
calls  as  now,  and  a per  cent  obtained  from 
the  number  of  pounds  of  freight  handled, 
rather  than  from  the  charges — for  we  often 
handle  freight  for  which  our  station  gets 
no  credit  in  charges.  Also  this  further 
reason  that  the  charges  from  distributing 
and  wholesale  centers  differ  from  stations 
nearer  or  farther  distant,  making  less 
weight  show  greater  charges.  At  distant 
places  and  nearer  stations  the  reverse 
would  be  true;  as  in  trainmen’s  schedule, 
2,600  miles  are  a month’s  work,  so  ought 
so  many  pounds  be  a month’s  work,  and 
pay  received  for  handling  pounds  in  ex- 
cess of  such  agreed  weight.  This  would 
also  have  a tendency  to  supply  additional 
help,  as  the  excess  would  be  more  than 
such  help  would  receive. 

All  stations  to  be  in  classes,  and  when 
business  warrants,  to  be  raised  or  lowered 
to  the  proper  class  and  salaries  that  are 
made  for  stations  in  each  class. 

This  would  mean  more  activity  among 
us,  and  we  and  the  company  would  share 
in  the  benefit. 


TWIN  CITY  TELEGRAPHERS'  CLUB. 


The  meeting  of  the  Twin  City  Teleg- 
raphers Club,  on  Monday  evening,  was  well 
attended,  as  usual,  and  enthusiasm  ran 
high  in  anticipation  of  our  grand  ball,  to 
be  held  in  the  Club’s  hall  on  Oct.  31st. 

As  our  worthy  President,-  Bro.  Beamer, 
was  a little  tardy,  Bro.  Fitzgerald,  2d  Vice- 
President,  called  the  meeting  to  order 
promptly  at  8:45  p.  m.,  and  after  the  usual 
formalities,  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  taken  up.  Everything  moved  along 
quietly  until  the  question  “For  the  good  of 
the  Club”  came  up,  and  that  is  what  we 
are  looking  forward  to,  and  we  certainly 
make  the  most  of  our  opportunity  to  bring 
up  any  and  all  questions  that  are  of  in- 
terest to  the  fraternity. 

Bro.  Liddane,  the  Ass’t  Gen.  Chairman 
of  the  Omaha,  generally  leads  in  these  dis- 
cussions, and  invariably  keeps  us  in  good 
humor,  while  Bros.  Eagler,  Lester  and 
Renshaw  make  a quartette  of  talkers  that 
it  is  a pleasure  to  listen  to.  Bro.  Liddane 
gave  us  a very  interesting  account  of  the 
meeting  he  attended  at  Eau  Claire  last 
Sunday,  and  also  told  us  of  the  efforts 
made  by  one  of  the  boys  to  attend  the 
meeting.  Having  left  home  at  1:40  a.  m. 
Sunday,  and  after  a series  of  delays  and 
missed  connections,  finally  arriving  at  Eau 
Claire,  a distance  of  150  rpiles,  at  6:55  p. 
m.,  just  in  time  to  turn  around  and  take 
the  train  for  home;  but  still  undaunted, 
said  that  he  would  make  the  attempt  again 
at  the  next  meeting.  I only  wish  that  some 
of  the  Brothers  right  here  in  the  Twin 
Cities  could  have  heard  Bro.  Liddane  tell 
it.  Such  zeal  and  interest  is  certainly  com- 
mendable, and  if  these  Brothers  right  here 
in  town  would  compare  their  indolence  and 
lack  of  interest  in  the  good  of  the  Order 
with  this  man’s  zeal  and  grit,  I think  they 
would  certainly  mend  their  ways  and  come 
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out  to  the  meetings,  at  least  once  in  a 
while. 

This  man  traveled  for  about  twenty-four 
hours,  and  surmounted  many  obstacles  to 
attend  a meeting  many  miles  away,  while 
they  are  too  lazy  and  indifferent  to  their 
own  welfare  and  the  welfare  of  the  Order 
to  spend  five  cents  car  fare,  and  take  a 
fifteen  minute  ride  out  to  our  club  rooms, 
where  they  can  spend  a profitable  and 
pleasant  evening,  besides  lending  their 
presence  and  encouragement  to  those  who 
have  enough  interest  in  the  good  of  the 
Order  and  the  betterment  of  our  present 
working  conditions  to  try  and  push  the 
thing  through,  regardless  of  the  obstacles 
that  are  put  in  our  way  at  all  turns  in  the 
road  to  success.  What  if  all  the  members 
of  the  Order  took  as  little  interest  in  the 
good  of  the  Order  as  you  “stay-at-homes” 
do?  The  result  would  be  that  the  railroads 
would  lose  no  time  in  making  a cut  in 
your  salaries,  and  these  same  “stay-at- 
homes”  would  be  the  first  ones  to  cry  and 
whine,  and  say  “the  Order  is  not  doing 
anyone  any  good.” 

Boys,  if  you  haven’t  anything  to  say  at 
these  meetings,  come  and  listen  to  what 
others  have  to  say,  and  see  if  you  cannot 
get  that  sluggish  old  brain  of  yours 
stirred  up  a little. 

We  are  working  for  the  good  of  the  Order, 
first,  last,  and  always,  and  every  one  who 
has  ambition  enough  to  come  and  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  helps  just  that  much. 

Certificate  1508. 


PLAN  OF  ACTION. 

We  have  read  and  reread  a great  many 
different  plans  of  action  that  have  been 
published  in  our  Journal  during  the  past 
few  months,  and  it  seems  we  have  not  yet 
reached  any  definite  plan  that  we  as  a 
whole  desire  to  lay  down  as  a fixed  plan 
and  work  to  accomplish  the  desired  re- 
sult. 

My  plan  for  action  is  short,  and  to  me, 
seems  easy  of  accomplishment,  if  all  join 
hands  and  hold  fast  until  we  have  finished 

At  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Division, 
in  May,  1905,  I am  in  favor  of  arranging 
for  an  assessment  of  $12.00  per  capita  on 


our  membership  and  give  twelve  months 
to  pay  the  assessment,  to  be  paid  in 
amounts  of  not  less  than  $1.00  per  month, 
and  if  desired,  could  be  paid  all  at  one 
time.  With  a membership  of  forty  thou- 
sand, which  we  should  have  by  that  time, 
we  would  raise  by  the  assessment  $480,000. 

When  new  members  are  taken  into  the 
Order,  require  them  to  pay  as  many 
twelfths  of  the  assessment  as  there  were 
unexpired  months  in  the  year  following  the 
month  in  which  the  assessment  was  made. 
For  example;  if  we  make  the  assessment 
in  May,  1905,  and  take  in  a new  member 
during  the  month  of  June,  his  assessment 
would  be  $11.00. 

After  we  have  raised  sufficient  funds  to 
warrant  the  action,  I am  in  favor  of  pre- 
senting a just  and  reasonable  proposed 
schedule  to  any  railroad  in  the  country, 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  unless 
said  proposed  schedule  was  accepted  and 
made  effective  on  the  date  desired,  that  a 
strike  would  follow  and  remain  on  until 
its  acceptance.  With  the  money  raised  we 
could  care  for  all  striking  telegraphers  by 
paying  them  a salary  of  $40.00  or  $50.00 
per  month  in  the  way  of  a pension  until 
they  were  replaced  in  a position.  During 
the  trouble  they  could,  by  request  of  the 
President,  be  used  to  carry  meals  to  any 
and  all  whiskey  heads  and  dope  fiends  that 
deemed  it  necessary  to  the  telegraphers’ 
interest  to  scab. 

The  time  has  long  since  been  at  hand 
when  we  must  show  the  railroads  our 
strength  and  determination. 

When  our  committee  goes  before  the 
management  of  a railroad,  begging  for 
better  conditions,  they  are  invariably 
turned  away  with  but  little,  if  any,  advan- 
tages gained,  and  just  such  harvests  will 
continue  to  be  reaped  unless  we  decide  to 
go  and  get  what  we  deserve.  Any  railroad 
official  knows  that  the  telegraphers  are  not 
getting  by  any  means  what  is  justly  due 
them,  and  more  than  that,  they  will  never 
consent  to  do  any  more  until  we  have 
proven  to  them  that  we  can  and  will  get 
more  money  and  better  treatment  in  re- 
turn for  the  services  performed. 

We  have  worn  the  old  plan  of  sending 
committees  to  our  management  to  get  better 
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schedules  thread-bare,  with  the  committee 
going  home  to  take  the  abuse  of  four-fifths 
of  the  telegraphers  on  the  line  on  account 
of  time  and  money  spent  and  nothing  done, 
when  in  reality  they  have  done  all  in  their 
power  toward  securing  a better  schedule. 
Why  continue  along  these  lines  when  we 
have  abundant  proof  of  their  inefficiency. 
If  the  one  dollar  per  month  plan  is  not 
thought  to  be  a sufficient  amount  to  do  the 
business,  I am  in  favor  of  rhaking  it  two  dol- 
lars per  month  or  a $24.00  assessment  pay- 
able in  the  same  manner.  Every  man  in  the 
Order  can  pay  the  assessment  and  be  proud 
of  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  knowing  as  we 
should  the  ultimate  result. 

As  fast  as  we  have  settled  with  one  road 
go  after  another,  or  if  thought  best  we 
might  handle  two  or  more  roads  at  one 
time,  such  details  could  be  left  with  the 
officers  of  the  Order  and  decided  upon  at 
the  time  of  action. 

With  the  money  in  hand  and  the  guns 
ready  to  fire  only  one  thing  remains  to  be 
looked  after,  viz.,  pull  the  trigger  and 
shoot. 

When  you  have  received  the  word  to  go 
be  sure  you  act  accordingly,  and  in  the 
name  of  our  Creator  remain  out  until  you 
have  been  ordered  back  to  work  from  the 
same  source  you  were  ordered  to  quit 
work. 

If  we  go  out  and  stay  out  until  we  win 
its  easy.  If  we  go  out  and  stay  no  longer 
than  when  we  hear  the  rumbling  of  the 
first  train,  that  by  a chance  comes  along, 
or  the  clicking  of  the  instrument  caused 
by  some  9cab,  then  its  made  hard  to  win, 
not  through  any  fault  of  the  Order  or  our 
General  Committee,  but  all  on  our  own 
short-sightedness,  and  sometimes  pure 
cussedness. 

This  is  only  an  idea  of  mine  and  if  no 
one  else  can  see  it  as  I do  there  will  be 
no  hard  feelings.  I am  with  the  majority 
and  to  stay  until  the  end  has  come.  I will 
appreciate  a letter  from  any  reader  of  this 
article  caring  to  write. 

Yours  fraternally, 

C.  G.  Kelso,  Lamar,  Mo. 


RESPONSIBILITY. 

Railroad  agents,  when  experienced,  sel- 
dom realize  the  great  responsibility  rest- 
ing upon  them,  especially  those  who  have 
the  great  “four  duties”  in  one  (railroad 
agent,  express  agent,  telegraph  operator, 
and  mail  carrier)  all  under  one  salary  (so 
to  speak)  and  operated  by  four  different 
concerns.  They  have  daily  over  one  thou- 
sand dollars  in  their  care,  counting  build- 
ings, etc.,  to  say  nothing  at  all  of  the  rail- 
road telegraphic  work — though  if  they  were 
to  meet  a friend  on  the  road  who  would 
ask  him  to  hold  a thousand  dollars  in 
money  a few  minutes,  would  tremble  at 
the  great  responsibility. 

A lot  of  outsiders,  who  know  nothing  of 
our  work,  frequently  think  we  have  a good 
job,  and  know  nothing  of  our  salaries, 
would  guess  that  it  was  $60.00  or  $75.00  per 
month,  basing  their  guess  solely  upon  our 
responsibility. 

What  beginner  at  telegraphy,  when  told 
to  copy  “31,”  does  not  get  excited,  and 
frequently  copies  his  order  over,  owing  to 
the  bad  manner  it  was  copied  from  the 
wire,  but  when  he  holds  on  for  a year  or 
two,  he  gets  accustomed  to  his  several 
duties,  he  fails  to  realize  his  responsibility, 
and  plods  along  with  a small  salary,  and 
several  bosses. 

The  majority  of  small  agencies  have 
$400  to  $500  worth  of  tickets  charged  up  to 
them,  and  a lot  of  freight  bills;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  value  of  the  freight  and  ex- 
press which  is  in  his  personal  care,  and  he 
should  ever  be  awake  to  realize  his  re- 
sponsibility, and  agitate  his  employers,  or 
work  through  the  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers,  until  he  receives  a salary 
commensurate  with  his  responsibility,  and 
not  his  work,  so  much,  provided  we 
get  a nine-hour  day  and  $45.00  or  $50.00 
salary  and  off  Sundays,  is  sufficient  at  the 
present  age  for  our  railroad  work,  pro- 
vided we  could  get  a $5.00  minimum  for 
our  other  three  duties  (express,  telegraph- 
ing and  mail  bag)  that  is  for  the  small 
way-station  under  $500.00  bond,  or  who 
remit  less  than  $400.00  per  month  to  the 
railroad  company. 

I should  think,  for  working  on  the  W. 
U.  Tel.  Co.,  express  company  and  mail 
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bag  business,  it  would  be  a good  idea  to 
throw  each  State  into  one  O.  R.  T.  Divis- 
ion, and  work  one  State  at  a time,  which 
would  affect  all  R.  R.  agents  in  that  State, 
as  the  same  officer  of  any  of  the  above  con- 
cerns who  has  jurisdiction  in  one  part  of 
the  State,  has  it  all  over  the  State,  and  it 
would  make  the  State  Division  stronger, 
and  what  affected  one  railroad  would  affect 
all ; and  a strike  would  not  be  thought  of. 
If  it  did,  it  would  be  a great  and  just  one. 

Let’s  hear  from  some  one  else  on  this 
state.  Division  Cause. 

Virginia. 


AN  INDUSTRIAL  UNIVERSITY. 

“What  beautiful  parks  you  have!”  ex- 
claimed Miss  Douglas,  as  the  automobile 
rolled  into  a shady  driveway  that  led  up 
to  a building  half  hidden  among  the  trees 
that  surround  it. 

“It  has  been  our  purpose  to  make  of  the 
village  itself  a park,”  responded  the  super- 
intendent; “but  we  have  only  one  block 
devoted  to  park  purposes  proper,  the  others 
being  industrial  plazas,  and  the  buildings 
which  you  will  have  noticed  in  their  centers 
are  devoted  to  industrial  purposes  of  one 
kind  or  another.  The  one  which  we  are 
now  approaching  is  our  lemon  curing  house. 
Here  the  University  gives  a small  object 
lesson  in  the  advantages,  not  to  say  neces- 
sity, of  co-operation  in  the  economic  con- 
duct of  industry.  Lemon  culture  in  this 
country,”  said  the  superintendent,  as  he 
showed  the  visitors  through  the  house  and 
explained  its  purpose,  “has  been  greatly 
hampered  by  the  fact  that  the  fruit  after  it 
is  grown  and  gathered  requires  to  go 
through  a particular  process  of  curing  be- 
fore it  is  fit  for  the  market.  The  process 
requires  not  only  special  knowledge,  but 
capital  in  the  shape  of  a curing  house  as 
well.  Each  orchardist  could  go  to  the  ex- 
pense and  trouble  of  acquiring  the  special 
knowledge  perhaps,  but  the  profits  are 
hardly  sufficient  to  warrant  each  in  erecting 
a special  curing  house.  Such  a house  is, 
of  course,  not  very  expensive,  but  the  cost 
is  too  great  for  each  to  undertake  alone. 
Orchardists  therefore  waited  for  exploiting 
capital  to  build  curing  houses  and  to  bring 
in  expert  curers,  and  exploiting  capital 


waited  for  orchardists  to  grow  fruit  enough 
to  justify  the  outlay.  By  joining  together 
the  lemon  growers  at  slight  expense  could 
have  built  their  own  house  and  secured  their 
own  experts,  but  they  needed  organization 
and  a system.  The  University  furnishes 
both,  and  the  Emerald  Valley  lemon  grow- 
ers have  taken  advantage  of  its  organiza- 
tion and  its  system  to  provide  for  their 
own  needs  without  waiting  for  exploiting 
capital  to  do  it  .for  them  at  a cost  of  ioo 
per  cent  and  industrial  independence.  Here, 
too,  the  University  illustrates  in  a small 
way  what  stimulus  and  encouragement  may 
be  given  to  new  and  non-competing  in- 
dustries by  a little  direction  and  aid  ju- 
diciously applied,  and  shows  how  such  in- 
dustries may  be  developed  and  the  problem 
of  the  unemployed  may  be  at  least  partially 
solved  at  an  expense  ridiculously  small  in 
proportion  to  the  industrial  good  accom- 
plished. But  the  University  has  not  been 
content  to  illustrate  in  a small  way  and 
with  single  object  lesson  its  great  scheme 
of  providing  the  unemployed  poor  with 
permanent  occupations  and. homes,  and  at 
the  same  time  stimulating  new  industries 
by  directing  their  labor  into  productive  but 
non-competing  channels.  In  its  Emerald 
Valley  enterprise  it  has  undertaken  to  dem- 
onstrate in  a practical  way  the  feasibility 
and  desirability  of  its  scheme  on  a scale, 
which,  for  a private  society,  is  really  a 
gigantic  one.  It  thus  hopes  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  its  plan  and  to 
show  the  country  that  its  system  of  aiding 
infant  industries,  assisting  the  unemployed, 
and  developing  public  works,  is  not  only 
practicable  and  effective  but  that  it  is  one 
which  the  Government  itself  should  adopt 
on  a scale  commensurate  with  its  resources 
and  with  the  gravity  of  the  evils  which  it 
seeks  to  remedy.  Besides  the  lemon -grow- 
ing industry,  which  this  curing  house  was 
built  to  aid  and  encourage,  the  Department 
of  Industry  has  located  here  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  and  stimulating  the  industries 
which  they  respectively  represent — an  olive 
oil  mill  and  pickling  works,  which  cost 
several  thousand  dollars,  a great  beet-sugar 
factory,  which  represents  a capital  of  more 
than  half  a million  dollars,  an  ice  factory, 
a saw-mill  and  a ioo  horse-power  dynamo. 
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which  furnishes  light  and  heat  to  all  the 
establishments  needing  them,  besides  smaller 
enterprises  on  the  border  of  the  valley.  We 
will  visit  all  these  this  afternoon  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  latter,  which  are  lo- 
cated at  the  end  of  the  valley  near  the 
reservoir — the  dynamo,  because  it  is  run  by 
the  water  power  from  the  dam,  and  the  saw- 
mill, in  order  that  it  may  be  near  the 
source  of  its  power  and  the  mountain  dis- 
trict, which  furnishes  its  raw  material.  In 
addition  to  this  we  have  developed  a great 
irrigation  system  which  furnishes  abundant 
water  to  the  entire  valley,  rehabilitated  the 
old  railway  and  extended  it  to  the  saw- 
mill, and  built  a fine  line  of  public  roads 
and  supplied  them  with  the  motor  wagons 
we  are  now  using.  These  public  works 
have  all  been  developed  on  the  plan  which 
the  University  advises  and  advocates  and 
which  the  public  authorities  would  do  well 
to  study.” 

“A  gigantic  undertaking,  truly,”  exclaimed 
Cavendish.  “It  must  have  taken  many 
millions  of  dollars  to  develop  all  these  en- 
terprises and  industries  and  to  furnish  the 
unemployed  whom  you  gathered  here  with 
the  splendid  homes  and  farms  we  have  been 
passing  as  we  came  up  the  valley.” 

“Not  so  many  millions  as  first  thought 
would  suggest,”  replied  the  superintendent. 
“It  must  be  remembered  that  the  department 
furnishes  only  the  capital  necessary  to  in- 
itiate these  enterprises,  and  by  capital  I 
mean  those  forms  of  wealth  to  which  labor 
is  applied  in  producing  wealth — land  and 
machinery.  The  labor  which  has  developed 
these  enterprises  and  industries  * was  fur- 
nished largely  by  the  colonists  themselves. 
The  labor-capital  which  creates  wealth,  the 
unemployed  poor  have  in  abundance;  but 
their  labor-power  is  useless  because  they 
have  no  machine-capital  upon  which  to  ap- 
ply it.  Opportunity  to  produce  their  own 
living  is  all  they  need;  it  is  all  they  ask  at 
the  hands  of  society,  it  is  the  very  least 
they  are  entitled  to,  and  the  Industrial 
University  declares  that  society  must  fur- 
nish it.  The  Department  found  it  necessary, 
of  course,  to  furnish  the  machinery  and 
supplies  to  carry  on  this  work  for  a period 
and  the  aggregate  cost  of  all  these  was 
great,  but  in  comparison  with  the  wealth 


you  now  see  in  the  valley  it  was  really 
small.  The  labor  of  the  five  or  six  thou- 
sand men  who  have  been  at  work  in  this 
valley  for  three  years  has  produced  not  less 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars  of  wealth,  and 
in  aiding  this  production  the  Department 
has  expended  considerably  less  than  four 
million  dollars.” 

“Do  you  mean  to  say  that  this  Emerald 
Paradise  has  been  created  in  three  years?” 
asked  Miss  Douglas. 

Practically  all,  except  the  lemon  groves 
and  olive  orchards,  and  the  larger  shade 
and  ornamental  trees  about  the  valley  and 
the  village,”  replied  the  superintendent.  “It 
may  interest  you  to  know  the  history  of* 
the  valley  since  civilization  invaded  it,”  he 
continued.  “It  was  originally  one  of  those 
great  land-grants  which  Spain  was  so  liberal 
in  dealing  out  to  her  favored  subjects,  and 
which  for  decades  operated  so  adversely 
to  the  development  of  this  country.  Under 
the  American  regime  it  became  a cattle 
ranch  and  for  years  the  vaqueros  and  the 
ranch  boss  reigned  supreme  over  the  horns 
and  hides  and  hoofs  that  made  their  wild 
rodeos  so  exciting  and  dramatic.  Then  came 
the  era  of  capitalism.  California  booms  be- 
gan to  grow  and  flaunt  their  glittering  dead- 
sea  fruit  before  the  covetous  eyes  of  guile- 
less victims.  An  exploiting  Land  and  Town 
Company  secured  an  option  on  the  ranch, 
built  a ramshackle  railway  into  the  valley, 
platted  a town-site,  laid  out  a few  hundred 
sections  in  forty-acre  farms,  planted  a few 
citrus  orchards  here  and  there  about,  lined 
the  roads  for  two  or  three  miles  with  palms, 
eucalyptus  and  pepper  trees,  built  a hotel, 
store  and  land  office,  advertised  millions 
of  acres  of  land  for  sale,  hired  a brass 
band  and  was  ready  for  business.  And 
business  came.  Never  trout  rose  to  fly  as 
the  gudgeons  to  this  bait.  The  land  com- 
pany had  expended  in  cash  probably  half 
a million  dollars — one  hundred  thousand  for 
their  option  on  the  two  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  the  valley  at  four  dollars  per  acre, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  for  their 
railroad  on  which  they  issued  bonds  and 
stock  for  as  much  as  they  could  get,  fifty 
thousand  for  the  irrigating  ditches,  and 
probably  fifty  thousand  dollars  more  for  all 
other  expenses,  including  advertising  and 
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free  excursions.  This  was  the  debit  side 
of  their  account.  The  credit  side  showed 
somewhat  like  this:  Twenty  thousand  acres 
of  their  forty-acre  farms  under  the  canals 
sold  at  forty  dollars  per  acre.  That  paid 
for  the  valley.  Two  hundred  thousand  of 
railroad  bonds  and  stock,  half  of  which 
was  clear  profit,  one  hundred  thousand  more 
of  irrigation  bonds  and  stock,  and  perhaps 
fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  town  lots 
and  blocks.  This  left  them  as  net  gain 
more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  acres  of  land  worth  at  least  five 
dollars  per  acre,  besides  their  town  property 
and  their  mortgaged  railroad  and  irrigation 
system.  It  was  time,  then,  for  the  boom  to 
burst,  and  it  bursted  all  right.  The  mort- 
gages were  foreclosed  and  the  properties 
covered  bought  in  by  the  bondholders  who- 
held  them,  the  town  collapsed,  the  hotel 
was  closed  and  the  forty-acre  farmers  and 
orchardists  who  had  paid  for  it  all  found 
themselves  on  the  one  hand  sixty  miles 
from  a market,  the  slaves  of  a railroad 
company  that  charged  them  all  the  traffic 
would  bear  and  continually  threatened  to 
abandon  them  altogether;  and  on  the  other 
hand  they  found  themselves  in  the  midst 
of  a semi-arid  country,  the  slaves  of  an 
irrigation  company  that  charged  them  ruin- 
ous rates  and  furnished  them  with  a scanty 
supply  of  water  at  that.  They  struggled 
along  for  a few  years,  some  selling  out  at 
great  loss,  some  abandoning  their  places, 
some  giving  back  theirs  to  the  Land  and 
Town  Company  on  the  mortgages,  and  some 
pitifully  braving  the  situation,  slaved  dog- 
gedly along  earning  a precarious  living. 
About  this  time  the  Industrial  University 
of  America  projected  its  plan  of  aiding  the 
unemployed,  starting  new  industries  and  de- 
veloping public  works  and  preparing  them 
for  safe  and  easy  transition  to  public  con- 
trol. The  capitalistic  boom  had  brought  to 
the  coast  thousands  of  small  capitalists  and 
left  them  wrecked  and  penniless.  It  had 
brought  thousands  of  enterprising  laborers, 
many  more  than  the  country’s  state  of  de- 
velopment warranted,  and  it  had  left  them 
stranded  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  employ- 
ment, and  it  had  partially  developed  for 
exploiting  purposes  only  the  great  resources 
of  the  marvelous  valleys  and  then  abandoned 


them  to  the  cactus  and  the  cowboy.  Here 
then  was  a splendid  field  for  a trial  of  the 
University  system.  Its  founders’  attention 
was  drawn  to  Emerald  Valley.  They  tested 
its  soil  and  found  it  to  be  rich  and  especially 
adapted  to  sugar  beet  culture.  They  in- 
vestigated its  irrigating  resources  and  found 
that  the  flow  of  Crystal  Creek  supplemented 
by  the  impounded  waters  of  the  mountains 
for  which  there  was  a splendid  reservoir 
site,  was  amply  sufficient  to  supply  the 
whole  valley.  It  was  known  that  the  prop- 
erty and  franchises  of  the  railroad  and 
irrigation  companies  could  be  bought  at 
their  actual  value.  The  Land  and  Town 
Company  magnanimously  consented  to  let 
go  for  three-quarters  of  a million,  and  the 
settlers  consented  to  join  the  University  in 
its  effort  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos  and 
take  shares  for  their  holdings  in  any  co- 
operative industries  organized  under  its 
system.  The  valley  was  purchased,  the  rail- 
way secured,  and  the  irrigation  company 
bought  out  on  terms  that  permitted  them 
to  anticipate  their  revenues  for  a time. 
Then  came  a motley  crowd  of  unfortunate 
victims  of  capitalism,  not  only  from  the 
coast  but  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
The  state  of  their  pocket-book  or  whether 
they  had  one  or  not  was  not  inquired  into. 
A manhood  test  and  allegiance  to  co-oper- 
ative principles  were  all  that  was  required 
of  the  colonists.  Only  an  ability  to  work 
and  an  honest  desire  to  earn  an  honest 
living  was  demanded  of  them.  The  vicious 
and  soft-snappers  were  not  wanted.  The 
branches  upon  which  the  University  drew 
were  made  responsible  for  the  personal 
character  of  those  whom  they  sent  us.  And 
as  they  came  they  built  the  great  dam  that 
impounds  the  water  of  Crystal  reservoir, 
they  dug  the  canals  around  the  edges  of  the 
foot-hills,  flumed  its  waters  across  the  little 
canons  and  cross-cut  the  ditches  that  bring 
the  sparkling  life-giving  water  to  the  whole 
valley.  In  the  meantime  the  railway  had 
been  placed  in  good  condition  and  extended 
to  the  dam  where  the  saw-mill  and  power 
house  are  now  located,  the  old  town  was 
replatted,  the  valley  lands  blocked  out  into 
small  tracts,  and  streets  and  roads  laid  out 
on  the  plan  I have  described  to  you.  The 
Labor  Temple  had  also  been  erected  and  a 
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Bank  and  Exchange  Center  established. 
More  colonists  came  and  farm  residences 
were  built  under  the  direction  of  the  De- 
partment of  Industry,  which  assumed  active 
charge  of  all  improvements.  Up  to  this 
time  there  had  been  little  production  of 
consumable  things  and  the  colonists  had 
been  largely  maintained  by  funds  furnished 
by  the  Department.  But  their  labor  had 
produced  permanent  wealth  that  more  than 
justified  and  furnished  a basis  for  all  ex- 
penditures. For  instance,  the  dam  and  res- 
ervoir and  irrigation  system  had  added  at 
least  seven  million  dollars  to  the  wealth 
of  the  valley,  and  yet  the  actual  cash  ex- 
penditures for  tools,  machines,  materials 
maintenance  of  labor  was  not  more  than 
half  a million  dollars  when  the  water  was 
ready  to  be  turned  into  the  canals  and  the 
colony  was  ready  to  begin  the  production 
of  consumable  wealth  on  a large  scale. 
Should  it  crowd  into  those  industries  in 
which  were  already  employed  labor  and 
machinery  enough  to  supply  the  demands 
of  the  world?  Such  was  not  the  purpose 
of  the  University.  It  believed  that  a great 
opportunity  lay  before  it,  of  demonstrating 
to  the  people  that  new  industries  can  be 
rapidly  and  efficiently  developed,  and  that, 
too,  without  the  enormous  waste  of  wealth 
effort  that  the  ineffective  but  long-tried  sys- 
tem of  capitalistic  statesmen  required.  The 
great  exchange  product  that  the  colonists 
determined  to  devote  their  attention  to  rais- 
ing was  beet  sugar.  The  lemon  and  other 
semi-tropic  fruits  and  nuts  that  represented 
practically  new  industries  were  also  to  be 
raised  for  the  market.  Grain,  vegetables 
and  common  fruits  were  also  to  be  pro- 
duced in  great  abundance,  but  principally 
for  colony  consumption.  But  the  culture 
of  the  sugar  beet  and  the  manufacture  of 
beet  sugar  was  the  new  industry  to  which 
especial  attention  was  to  be  directed.  Not 
that  it  was  more  important  than  many  other 
industries  seeking  introduction,  but  it  was, 
perhaps,  as  representative  as  any  that  were 
striving  for  recognition  and  a welcome 
among  us,  and  there  were,  besides,  many 
circumstances  that  made  it  particularly 
adapted  to  our  purposes.  Suppose,  how- 
ever, that  the  Department  at  this  point  had 
ceased  to  aid  the  colonists.  Aside  from 


their  University,  organized  ownership  of 
the  irrigation  system  and  the  railroad  and 
bank  and  exchange,  they  would  have  been 
in  exactly  the  same  situation  as  are  thou- 
sands of  other  farm  producers  all  over 
the  country,  so  far  as  engaging  in  such  an 
industry  is  concerned.  That  is,  they  would 
have  possessed  the  soil  and  the  labor  and 
the  capital  necessary  to  the  production  of 
the  sugar  beet,  but  this  industry,  like  most 
of  the  important  new  ones  that  are  now 
seeking  to  be  introduced  among  us,  re- 
quires for  the  finished  product  something 
more  than  natural  facilities  and  farm  cap- 
ital. It  requires  great  factories  and  costly 
machinery.  It  requires  large  capital — or- 
ganized, concentrated  and  expertly  man- 
aged. The  farmer  has  enough  to  do  to  till 
his  farm  intelligently  and  to  acquire  the 
special  knowledge  which  the  beet  culturist 
must  have.  It  is  too  much  to  ask  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  that  he  organize  his  own 
companies  and  build  his  own  factories  and 
operate  a technical  industry  so  alien  to  his 
occupation,  and  all  as  the  customs  of  cap- 
italism require  such  things  to  be  done.  He 
had  better  do  that,  however,  than  commit 
himself  in  a more  direct  way  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  that  capitalism  by  encouraging 
it  to  build  the  factories  and  operate  the 
industry  on  its  own  account.  One  or  the 
other  of  these  methods,  however,  has  usually 
been  regarded  the  only  alternative.” 

“But  haven’t  you  overlooked  one  of  the 
usual  alternatives?”  interrupted  Hendrix. 
“Don’t  the  Government  itself  encourage 
capital  to  build  such  factories  and  operate 
such  infant  industries?” 

“By  its  tariffs  and  bounties,  you  mean;” 
replied  the  superintendent;  “yes,  I had  for- 
gotten that  for  the  moment.  How  char- 
acteristic of  the  spirit  and  methods  of  cap- 
italism are  those  schemes  for  stimulating 
infant  industries  and  remedying  industrial 
depression.  It  cannot  devise  any  method 
of  restoring  prosperity  to  the  country  except 
by  having  the  Government  or  itself  collect 
vast  sums  from  the  people  and  filter  it  back 
to  them  through  the  hands  of  capitalists. 
Yes,  that  is  another  alternative  that  pro- 
ducing labor  may  adopt.  New  industries 
may  be  developed  by  that  method,  I admit; 
but  at  a financial  and  moral  cost  that  is 
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appalling.  Its  price  is  one  which  labor 
dare  not  pay. 

“These  methods  of  capitalism  have  been 
tried  now  for  a hundred  years  in  this  coun- 
try, with  what  results  the  condition  of  labor 
and  industry  testifies.  The  University  be- 
lieves that  the  time  has  come  for  the  people 
to  try  another  method.  It  believes  that  in- 
stead of  encouraging  capital  to  develop 
new  industries,  we  should  now  encour- 
age labor  to  develop  them.  Instead  of 
longer  paying  out  vast  sums  to  capital 
to  bring  us  prosperity,  and  not  getting  it, 
we  should  go  directly  to  the  source  of 
prosperity,  to  labor,  and  furnish  to  its  hands 
the  factories  and  mills  and  the  producing 
means  necesary  to  the  development  of  these 
new  industries.  The  University  practices 
what  it  preaches;  and  the  Department  in- 
stead of  withdrawing  its  aid  at  this  critical 
time,  continued  its  assistance.  It  provided 
means  to  build  the  factory,  bought  the  ma- 
chinery, secured  an  expert  beet  culturist 
and  a factory  manager,  and  the  beet  sugar 
industry  in  our  valley  sprang  at  a bound 
into  existence.  Not  only  does  this  new  in- 
dustry yield  the  colony  a large  revenue,  but 
it  stimulates  in  a wonderful  degree  every 
other  industry  in  the  valley.  It  withdraws 
from  over-crowded,  competitive  industries 
a large  force  of  labor  and  a large  acreage 
of  fertile  land,  furnishes  a home  market  for 
much  of  our  other  productions,  and  con- 
sumes large  quantities  of  material  to  supply 
which  gives  employment  to  many  laborers 
outside  our  own  valley.  Without  it,  the 
colony  would  be  greatly  crippled  and  yet 
not  be  worse  off,  perhaps,  than  ten  thousand 
other  communities  whose  willing  labor  and 
producing  means  are  devoted  to  over-gorged 
industries.  They  are  quite  capable  of  eco- 
nomically producing  the  ^ast  consumable 
wealth  which  we  annually  import,  and  yet 
the  little  difference  between  having  and 
not  having  the  organization  and  the  capital 
to  start  the  new  industries — the  little  differ- 
ence between  competitive  methods  and  co- 
operative methods  makes  all  the  difference 
between  their  condition  and  ours,  between 
prosperity  and  poverty,  between  bounding 
hope  and  a pathetic  despair.  To  see  the 
wonderful  results  of  our  new  industrial 
system,  one  has  but  to  cast  his  eyes  over 


this  beautiful  valley  and  note  the  condition 
of  its  inhabitants  to-day.  Twenty-five  thou- 
sand people  are  living  beneath  the  shade 
of  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  enjoying  the 
rewards  of  their  labor  unhaunted  by  the 
fear  of  want  or  of  serfdom  to  capital. 
They  own  their  homes  and  farms  and  busi- 
ness. Their  factories  and  mills,  their  rail- 
road and  canals,  exchanges  and  bank  are 
not  so  many  badges  of  their  slavery,  but 
instead  are  evidences  of  their  prosperity. 
No  capitalistic  masters  sit  in.  the  offices  of 
these  industries  and  exact  arbitrary  tribute 
from  the  people's  toil.  Co-operation  reigns 
and  will  continue  to  reign.  Nowhere  with- 
in our  bounds  can  hunger  or  poverty  or 
the  fear  of  them  be  found ; and  nowhere 
does  glutted,  unearned  wealth  breathe  forth 
its  rank  corruption.  There  are  no  indi- 
vidual mansions  with  marble  pillars  and 
onyx  finishings,  indeed,  and  neither  are 
there  tenements  bare  and  vile  and  dark  and 
damp.  The  dwellings  are  pretty  and  com- 
fortable, and  each  has  its  setting  of  sward 
and  garden  and  trees.  Our  farms  and  gar- 
dens yield  their  abundant  produce  and  there 
is  no  landlord  to  exact  his  sextuple  tith- 
ings.  Our  factories  and  mills  turn  out  their 
finished  products  and  there  is  no  distribu- 
tion that  labor  does  not  share ; and  wages 
are  adjusted  by  a system  based  on  the  con- 
senting justice  of  all  parties  concerned — 
producing  labor  and  consumers.  Our  rail- 
way and  irrigating  canals,  our  exchanges 
and  bank  perform  their  functions,  not  as 
favored  and  mastering  industries,  but  as  co- 
servers  of  the  colony  commonwealth,  as 
does  every  other  industry  in  our  system. 
Plenty  abounds  as  the  result  of  our  people's 
labor,  and  the  surplus  they  produce  is  ex- 
changed on  fair  terms  with  their  brother 
producers  everywhere.  And  we  rejoice  that 
our  surplus  products  do  not  come  into  com- 
petition with  the  surplus  produced  by  those 
noble  and  humane-hearted  workers  whose 
aid  helped  us  to  the  means  to  establish  these 
productive  and  self-supporting  industries. 
Yet,  it  was  but  yesterday  that  these,  our 
prosperous,  peaceful  people,  then  the  un- 
employed of  the  land,  were  a menace  to 
society,  a threat  to  civilization  and  the 
chief  concern  of  the  true  patriot  and  hu- 
manitarian. It  was  but  yesterday  that  the 
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condition  of  these,  our  happy  and  inde- 
pendent producers,  the  then  despoiled  and 
enslaved  victims  of  capitalism,  the  pitiful 
objects  of  its  damning  charity,  were  a 
misery  to  themselves,  a reproach  to  hu- 
manity and  a blistering  blot  upon  Christen- 
dom. And  when  we  reflect  that  the  won- 
derful change  in  their  condition  was 
wrought  by  simply  placing  in  their  hands 
on  just  and  equitable  terms,  the  means  of 
production — the  land  and  materials  and 
machinery  upon  which  to  apply  their  labor, 
when  we  consider  that  it  was  wrought  by 
giving  them  not  charity  but  opportunity, 
we  marvel  that  society  has  so  long  been 
blind  to  so  simple  and  inexpensive  a means 
of  doing  justice  where  justice  was  so  im- 
peratively demanded;  and  we  stand  aghast 
at  the  brutal  savagery  of  the  capitalism 
that  creates  this  condition  and  refuses  to 
have  it  changed.  Over  against  the  picture 
which  the  village  of  Emerald  Valley  pre- 
sents to-day  as  a concrete  illustration  of  the 
results  of  our  system,  there  only  needs 
to  be  placed  the  valley  settlement  under 
the  old  Land  and  Town  Company  as  I 
described  it  to  you,  in  order  to  have  a 
realizing  conception  of  the  difference  be- 
tween industrial  co-operation  and  individual 
competition — between  the  effects  of  one  sys- 
tem and  the  effects  of  the  other.” 

“Or,”  said  Hendrix,  “against  the  real 
picture  of  the  valley  to-day,  place  one  which 
the  imagination  can  paint  of  the  condition 
that  would  obtain  here  if  the  spirit  and 
methods  of  the  modern  capitalist  reigned 
in  factory  and  in  mill,  in  bank  and  ex- 
change, on  railway  and  canal  and  on  tenant 
or  mortgaged* homes.” 

“If  the  pictures  were  painted  and  you  had 
the  naming,  what  would  you  call  them  ?” 
asked  Cavendish,  turning  to  Miss  Douglas. 

“Industrial  Freedom  and  Industrial  Slav- 
ery; the  counterfeit  presentment  of  two 
systems,”  she  replied,  with  emphasis. 

They  visited  the  various  places  of  inter- 
est in  and  about  the  valley,  the  factories 
and  canals  and  the  mill  and  power-house 
at  the  reservoir  and  dam ; they  rode  through 
citrus  orchards  and  olive  and  walnut 
groves,  past  fragrant  gardens  and  grain  and 
beet  fields  and  dark  meadows  of  alfalfa, 
past  a thousand  embowered  cottages  to  the 


Labor  Exchanges,  thence  to  the  foot-hills 
and  valley  spurs  where  the  vaquero  and  the 
shepherd,  metamorphosed  into  cattle  and 
sheep-growers,  have  made  their  last  stand; 
and  as  the  sun,  like  a fire,  was  sinking 
behind  a sharp  peak  of  the  Sierras,  they 
bade  good-bye  to  the  organized  industries 
of  Emerald  City  and  were  soon  gliding 
almost  noiselessly  along,  down,  down,  into 
those  vast  stretches  of  sand  that  in  pre- 
historic ages  lay  hidden  beneath  the  waters 
of  an  inland  sea,  but  which  now  reflected 
the  moonlight  with  a snowy  whiteness; 
passing  now  and  then  a rude  cross  that 
marks  the  grave  of  an  unfortunate  traveler, 
or  a grim  and  ghostly  sehuara,  that  “all 
the  night  like  a sentinel  stands,  watching 
the  pass  to  the  land  of  the  shadow  of 
death;”  that  land  whose  fateful  mirages 
have  lured  their  scores  of  victims  to  de- 
struction. Clinton  Bancroft. 

Moorpark,  Cal. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FROM  THE  EAST. 


I find  a great  naany  interesting  articles 
as  I read  The  Telegrapher,  grasping  the 
new  ideas  as  they  are  thrown  out  by  many 
of  our  accomplished  brothers.  In  the  Sep- 
tember number  we  first  open  to  “The  Pro- 
gress of  the  Strikes,”  an  article  that  I think 
will  deeply  interest  every  true  member  of 
the  O.  R.  T.,  and  I am  sure  that  they  will 
all  extend  a helping  hand  to  the  boys  who 
are  without  a doubt  “cutting  the  teeth”  of 
our  future  success.  Among  the  other  ar- 
ticles of  the  September  number  we  find 
“The  Age  Limit”  over  the  signature  of 
Cert.  15 1 1.  I want  to  say  for  one  that  I 
sanction  his  idea,  that  of  not  making  a 
limit,  not  simply  because  I accepted  my 
first  steady  position  before  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  but  as  I look  over  the 
brothers  of  my  personal  acquaintance  I note 
that  those  who  are  still  young  in  the  busi- 
nes  seem  to  take  a greater  interest  in  the 
furtherance  of  our  welfare  than  the  older 
ones.  While  the  older  heads  are  sorely 
needed,  and  the  rules  regarding  the 
“Student  Question”  should  not  be  forgotten, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  need  the  young  men 
that  will  work,  with  the  fact  constantly  on 
their  mind  of  the  many  years  before  them 
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to  be  spent  drudging  away  at  the  key,  and 
all  the  lives  dependent  upon  their  faithful- 
ness; all  this  and  lots  more  for  the  small 
sum  of  from  $40  to  $50  per  month,  unless 
they  stand  together  and  labor  for  their 
just  rights. 

I noticed  in  one  of  the  brakemen’s  jour- 
nals an  article  in  which  the  author  takes 
exceptions  to  a publication  in  The  Teleg- 
rapher, comparing  the  responsibility  of  the 
brakeman  and  the  operator  and  their  rec- 
ompense. I do  not  think  that  our  brother 
meant  to  place  any  slur  upon  the  brakemen, 
for  we  realize  the  danger  attached  to  their 
position  as  well  as  the  responsibility,  and 
that  it  calls  for  a level  head  to  become 
proficient.  But  the  fact  that  our  brother 
was  trying  to  cite  is  only  too  true,  and  that 
is,  the  taking  into  consideration  all  re- 
sponsibility, time  served  to  become  pro- 
ficient, education  required  and  length  of 
hours  on  duty  the  operator  is  the  poorest 
paid  of  any  railway  employe,  barring  the 
station  agent,  and  he  is  often  required  to 
be  both. 

Still,  when  the  tax  collector  shows  up, 
as  he  is  sure  to  do,  and  we  ask,  How  is  it 
that  our  personal  tax  is  so  high  (in  fact 
there  are  but  few  of  us  that  are  able  to 
get  anything  else  ahead  for  taxation)  ? his 
reply  is,  “You  are  taxed  for  your  profes- 
sion.” Yes,  dear  brothers,  for  this  pro- 
fession of  ours  which  the  public  look  upon 
as  a luxury  for  which  we  are  taxed ; when 
we  walk  into  the  pay-car  we  draw  one-half, 
yea,  one-third  that  of  the  conductor  or  en- 
gineer, then,  ducking  our  head  for  fear  of 
meeting  the  coal  dealer  before  we  have  time 
to  count  over  our  taxable  $40  or  $50,  we 
run  in  our  ten  by  twelve  shanty  and  look 
pleased.  Brothers,  let  us  wake  up  and  claim 
the  right  to  our  proportion  of  this  world’s 
goods. 

Before  closing,  I want  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  article  “Get  Your  Overtime” 
in  the  September  publication,  which  con- 
tains facts  that  we  all  need.  I can  vouch 
through  personal  experience  of  many  cases 
where  the  “chief  clerk”  returns  overtime 
slips  for  hours  worked  in  performance  of 
telegraphic  duty  in  addition  to  station 
agent's  work,  with  the  notation,  “Overtime 
will  not  be  allowed,  as  you  were  held  ac- 


count of  station  agent’s  duty  and  not 
telegraphing,”  and  other  similar  excuses; 
this  being  without  the  sanction  of  the  su- 
perintendent, but  over  his  signature. 

Brothers,  does  this  stand  to  reason  be- 
cause you  are  assigned  to  the  duties  of 
selling  tickets,  checking  baggage,  handling 
freight,  switches,  and  U.  S.  mail,  and  act- 
ing as  yardmaster,  that  when  held  on  duty 
for  these  you  should  also  continue  pounding 
brass  without  being  allowed  overtime,  when 
having  schedule  granting  same? 

I want  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who 
complain  that  our  committees  do  not  secure 
satisfactory  schedules  to  the  fact  that  not 
one-half  of  you  are  fighting  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  concessions  already  obtained. 
We  should  procure  a minimum  of  $75,  but 
we  want  first  to  insist  upon  being  dealt 
with  according  to  the  schedules  already 
granted.  Cert.  843,  Div.  4 2. 


THE  NEED  OF  THE  HOUR  IS  UNITED 
POLITICAL  ACTION. 

The  power  of  the  ballot  is  strong  for 
good  or  evil,  and  because  the  laboring 
classes  havn’t  used  the  ballot  in  their  own 
interests  is  responsible  to  a great  extent 
for  the  necessity  of  labor  unions.  A great 
many  of  the  good  things  labor  unions  have 
obtained  could  have  been  got  through  po- 
litical action  much  easier,  and  looking  into 
the  future  it  seems  to  me  that  any  great 
and  lasting  benefit  for  the  laboring  man 
must  come  mainly  through  the  ballot. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  good  results  of 
unionizing  are  liable  to  be  of  temporary 
local  character.  Schedules  of  wages  and 
reductions  of  hours  are  got  up  for  the  time 
being  and  are  apt  to  be  swept  away  by  the 
greed  of  one  employer  or  a panic  in  money 
matters,  leaving  the  laborer  helpless  and 
probably  unorganized  to  begin  all  over 
again. 

The  laboring  people  in  the  United  States 
are  a wonderfully  intelligent  class  of  people 
in  a way,  but  sadly  deficient  in  the  intelli- 
gent use  of  the  ballot.  They  don’t  seem 
to  be  able  to  place  the  blame  for  their 
present  unjust  conditions.  It  is  plain  to  be 
seen  why  they  are  having  an  uphill  fight; 
it  is  because  they  are  not  getting  into 
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politics;  they  are  not  represented.  They 
petition,  they  strike.  They  do  most  every- 
thing but  use  the  ballot  right  Evidently 
a great  many  of  the  restrictions  hedging 
us  in  and  Causing  us  to  strike  are  but 
special  privileges  built  around  us  while  we 
slept  on  our  arms,  and  without  political 
action  our  unions  are  liable  to  be  rendered 
impotent  by  the  opposition.  The  laboring 
people  should  unite  and  vote  as  one  man, 
and  elect  men  tried  and  pledged  to  further 
their  interests.  All  are  suffering  alike  from 
the  same  causes  and  all  need  the  same 
remedy.  They  have  a glorious  opportunity 
to  better  their  conditions  if  they  will  but 
wisely  grasp  the  situation  and  vote  intel- 
ligently and  solidly.  Cert.  1571. 


ANOTHER  PLAN. 

I have  just  solved  three  knotty  problems : 
the  handling  of  U.  S.  mail,  the  handling 
of  Western  Union,  an  increase  and  $75.00 
minimum.  Let  each  and  every  O.  R.  T. 
division  serve  notice  that  on  and  after 
January  1st,  1905,  the  telegraphers  on  this 
division  will  discontinue  handling  U.  S. 
mail  from  and  to  post  offices;  will  only 
handle  Western  Union  for  20  per  cent  of 
net  earning,  and  will  ask  a 20  per  cent  in- 
crease in  wages  and  a good  working  sched- 
ule. 

Now,  brothers,  we  can  get  this  if  we 
make  a demand  all  over  the  territory  cov- 
ered by  the  O.  R.  T.  on  the  same  date. 

The  scab  labor  now  in  existence  in  the 
way  of  agents  and  operators  is  about  ex- 
hausted trying  to  keep  the  Santa  Fe, 
Southern  & M.  K.  & T.  moving,  and  there 
is  not  scab  labor  enough  on  any  one  road 
to  run  it  one  day. 

If  there  is  a better  way  to  solve  these 
questions,  let’s  hear  from  the  one  who 
has  it  Cert.  329. 


FROM  COLORADO. 

As  per  circular  issued  September  27th, 
I remit  herewith  $3.25  to  the  Protective 
Fund.  I would  have  it  understood  that  it 
is  cheerfully  contributed,  on  account  of  our 
worthy,  but  unfortunate,  brothers  now  on 
strike  on  the  “Katy”  and  St.  Louis  Term- 
inals. 


We,  of  Colorado,  have  been  shown 
“where  to  head  in,”  so  far  as  strikes  are 
concerned,  and  the  most  of  us  will  stand 
hitched  for  a while,  I opine. 

I can  see  also  in  the  East  a concerted 
action  on  the  part  of  capital  to  crush  out 
union  labor  by  glutting  the  labor  market, 
etc.,  thus  creating  scabs,  and  then  hire 
deputies  (who  are  worse  than  scabs)  to 
keep  union — or  I might  say  human — in- 
fluence away  from  them  so  they  can  take  our 
places,  and  there  is  no  way  we  can  help 
ourselves.  In  fact,  the  best  way  to  do  is 
to  try  and  make  ourselves  believe  that  we 
like  it.  It  is  very  evident  that  we  do  like 
it  or  we  should  not  keep  voting  to  continue 
these  conditions. 

I can  see  only  one  ray  of  hope,  and  that 
is  in  collective  ownership  of  all  utilities, 
and  until  that  is  realized  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  suffer  these  diabolical  methods  now 
adopted  by  capital,  and  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  endorsed  by  ourselves,  the  wage- 
earner. 

Do  not  think  that  I am  “sore”  on  account 
of  the  assessment,  for  my  record  will  show 
that  I have  been  a member  for  about  eleven 
years,  and  never  missed  an  assessment,  nor 
was  ever  without  the  current  card,  but  for 
the  sake  of  humanity  I deem  it  my  sacred 
duty  to  warn  the  American  citizen  that 
“now  is  the  accepted  time”  for  us  to  rele- 
gate to  the  rear  this  damnable  system  by 
our  ballots,  ere  it  is  too  late. 

Capital,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  two  old  parties,  is  disfranchising  us  as 
fast  as  it  can,  as  there  are  States  now 
where  one  must  be  the  possessor  of  $300 
worth  of  this  world’s  goods  to  entitle  him 
to  vote.  Pray  tell  me  what  proportion  of 
the  wage-earners  can  boast  of  this  much 
property.  Does  that  look  like  a government 
of  the  people  and  by  the  people. 

When  we  are  disfranchised  nothing  but 
war,  cruel  war,  will  ever  obtain  for  us 
again  anything  like  freedom.  Let  us,  by 
all  means,  bring  about  emancipation  with- 
out having  to  adopt  such  drastic  measures, 
whereby  many  innocent  along  with  the 
guilty  will  have  to  suffer,  and  perhaps  far 
more  of  the  innocent  than  the  guilty. 

So  then,  let  us  like  sane  men  'do  a few 
stunts  at  running  the  government  ourselves 
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and  for  ourselves,  and  give  everybody  a 
chance  to  earn  an  honest  living,  so  that  we 
can  feel  that  when  we  are  accepting  a posi- 
tion that  we  are  not  beating  somebody  else 
out  of  it,  one,  that  is,  perhaps  less  able  to 
be  without  it  than  we  would  be. 

I must  admit  that  sometimes  I have  some 
sympathy  for  a scab,  for  he  is  the  natural 
product  of  our  present  economic  stupidity. 

A scab  told  me  last  winter  when  he  was 
starting  on  his  errand  of  throat-cutting. 
“Mr.  W — , I would  not  do  this,  but  my 
family  is  in  need.”  Now,  if  he  did  have 
any  principle  and  thought  anything  of  the 
other  fellow’s  family,  he  did  not  show  it. 
Why?  Because  it  was  a case  of  self-preser- 
vation, and  self-preservation  will  gain  the 
ascendancy  usually  (not  always,  thank  God) 
over  principle.  What  are  you  going  to  do 
with  the  scab  under  those  circumstances? 

Cert.  54,  Div.  49. 


FROM  NEBRASKA. 

I note  quite  a little  in  the  October  num- 
ber of  The  Telegrapher  regarding  many 
important  contemplated  steps  before  our 
Order,  and  I for  one  wish  to  express  my 
opinion  regarding  same  of  them  which  I 
consider  should  come  first. 

The  handling  of  commercial  business,  as 
outlined  on  page  1289  of  the  above  num- 
bered Telegrapher,  meets  with  my  approval 
in  every  respect.  Let  us  not  delay,  but  get 
after  the  matter  and  make  a few  dollars  to 
help  us  through  the  winter  with.  We  are 
foolish  when  we  put  the  matter  off.  If 
we  will  once  stop  and  consider  the  hand- 
ling of  the  business,  as  all  telegraphers 
know,  who  are  entitled  to  a card,  has,  ere 
this,  been  compelled  to  “dig  up”  for  some 
message  which  has  in  some  way  been  re- 
mitted for  at  a previous  date. 

Another  thing,  the  handling  of  the  U.  S. 
mail.  While  I am  outside  of  the  eighty- 
rod  limit,  it  interests  me  just  as  much  as 
if  I were  having  to  handle  it  every  day. 
I have  had  considerable  experience  with 
mail  pouches  and  feel  that  I have  served 
my  apprenticeship  with  it.  Bro.  C.  L.  R., 
in  the  October  number,  has  evidently  given 
the  matter  considerable  thought,  and  it 
seems  to  me  his  plan  is  good  enough  to 
go  to  work  on. 


One  other  matter  is  Sunday  rest  If  we 
are  required  to  work  Sundays,  let  us  get 
extra  pay  for  the  same.  I think  if  the 
three  points  spoken  of  herein  are  taken  up. 
it  will  start  our  minimum  of  $75.00,  and 
after  these  matters  are  adjusted  we  can 
then  take  up  other  things  for  an  increase. 

It  seems  to  me  our  membership  is  large 
enough  to  work  on  with  an  assurance  of 
a victory,  and  would  suggest  that  our  com- 
mittees get  after  the  matter  without  waiting 
for  further  “coaching.”  With  best  wishes 
and  yours  for  advanced  wages,  I am. 
Fraternally, 

A.  E.  G. 


“CUT  IT  OUT.” 

Brothers  and  sisters,  it  is  time  we  cut 
this  hot  air  talk  out  of  $75.00  minimums, 
percentage  increases,  commission  on  com- 
mercial business  and  express,  short  hours, 
buying  railroads,  building  cities,  buying 
“Rocky feller,”  etc.,  when  at  the  same  time 
we  have  not  enough  money  to  increase  the 
pay  of  our  worthy  Grand  officers  to  what 
they  should  receive  for  their  hard  labor. 
I say  cut  this  out  and  get  to  work.  If  the 
time  is  not  ripe  yet,  let  us  decide  quick 
on  some  plan  of  action  to  increase  the 
membership  to  what  it  should  be,  and  then 
call  a meeting  at  some  central  point  of  the 
United  States  and  let  our  representatives 
there  decide  on  something  for  the  advance- 
ment of  our  cause,  and  when  we  present 
something  sound  and  reasonable  to  the  rail- 
roads of  this  country  they  will  listen'  to 
us.  We  will  all  be  of  one  mind  and  insist 
on  whatever  the  grievance  may  be  pre- 
sented. They  are  not  all  going  to  run  and 
tip  their  barrel  over  to  us  and  give  us  the 
whole  cheese ; we  must  take  it  easy  and  not 
rush  them  on  that  point.  But  we  must  not 
delay  any  longer  on  some  plan  of  action 
for  our  good. 

The  well-paid  brains  of  our  railroads  to- 
day are  working  on  us  right  now  and  the 
longer  this  is  delayed  very  likely  the  worse 
for  us  and  the  harder  it  will  be  when  we 
get  ready  to  begin  hitting  the  nail.  We 
cannot  expect  to  drive  it  home  the  first 
lick,  but  my  opinion  is  we  better  make  that 
first  lick  soon.  What  do  you  say,  brothers 
and  sisters?  Cert.  7392. 
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THAT  MINIMUM  QUESTION. 

With  just  a small  space  from  our  editor, 
would  like  to  shoot  just  a little  wad  at  the 
$75  minimum  question. 

The  general  understanding  among  a num- 
ber of  us  is  that  $75  will  also  be  the  max- 
imum, but,  brothers,  if  it  is  not,  the  larger 
stations  will  be  taken  care  of  same  as  under 
our  present  minimum;  when  we  all  get  to 
thinking  alike  it  won’t  take  us  long  before 
wre  are  doing  alike.  Now,  let  us  go  at  it 
first  with  a new  card  and  a new  member 
or  so  and  wait  for  the  results.  Nothing 
ventured,  nothing  gained.  Let  every  mem- 
ber go  to  work  with  an  untiring  energy 
and  we  will  pull  through  and  next  we  will 
be  advocating  a $90  minimum.  If  any  com- 
pany can  pay  a conductor  $125  to  $175  a 
month  to  take  the  orders  we  are  responsible 
for  and  go  over  the  road,  we  can  rest 
assured  we  will  be  taken  care  of;  the  only 
thing  is  we  have  not  been  organized  as  long 
as  the  trainmen  and  we  are  not  recognized 
as  much  in  the  wage  scale  at  present. 

I asked  an  old  section  foreman  one  day 
why  he  never  took  up  train  service  instead 
of  track  work;  he  said,  when  he  went  to 
work  on  the  railroad  he  got  $90  per  month 
and  the  engineers  got  $40  for  running  the 
best  run.  Why  is  this  been  reversed?  Any 
of  us  can  answer  that  the  trainmen  are 
thoroughly  organized;  the  track  men  are 
just  beginning  to  get  their  eyes  open  and  I 
look  for  the  time  when  we  will  get  the 
same  pay  as  engineers  and  conductors.  Per- 
haps we  set  this  mark  rather  high,  but  it 
can  be  accomplished.  Let  us  try. 

Cert.  76,  Div.  39. 


A VOICE  FROM  THE  FRISCO. 

While  it  is  generally  conceded  that  I am 
a strict  adherent  to  the  antiquated  principles 
of  veracity,  and  before  the  facts  concerning 
a recent  personally  conducted  horse  trade 
leak  out,  I wish  to  state  that  we  have  not 
yet  got  the  $75  minimum  on  the  Frisco. 

Like  many  others  who  find  expression 
through  The  Telegrapher  at  a time  when 
Bro.  Quick’s  goat  is  suffering  from  loss  of 
appetite,  I believe  the  $75  minimum  would 
be  a good  thing  to  have,  especially  after 
we  were  educated  to  the  many  responsibili- 


ties that  would  necessarily  go  with  it.  Until 
we  become  familiar  with  the  matter  of 
chauffers,  operations  for  appendicitis,  etc., 
might  each  have  a guardian  appointed  fully 
competent  to  chaperone  us  to  a life  of  lux- 
ury without  any  serious  mishap.  I believe 
the  $75  minimum  would  fill  a long-felt 
want,  taking  everything  into  consideration. 
A part  of  it  might  be  used  in  making 
monthly  payments  on  a piano  with  which 
to  amuse  the  lady  passengers  waiting  for 
delayed  passenger  trains,  something  that 
could  not  be  undertaken  during  the  present 
panicky  feeling  that  steals  over  me  when 
I look  at  a $45  check.  I can  truthfully 
say  that  if  I were  now  required  to  make 
this  purchase  in  addition  to  buying  coal 
oil  now  and  then  for  the  signal  lamp.  I 
would  suffer  from  actual  want  or  its  equiv- 
alent, and  an  ungovernable  appetite  during 
the  next  fifteen  years. 

When  I weighed  in  on  this  job,  I did 
so  with  the  assurance  that  my  superior 
ability  and  moral  support  was  badly  needed 
by  the  company,  and  immediately  after  I 
became  implicated  a general  hot  wave  of 
prosperity  struck  the  *oad,  making  the 
whole  transportation  department  look  like 
the  Galveston  flood  scene  on  the  Pike,  but 
it  never  struck  me.  After  four  months  of 
ceaseless  toil,  have  received  a friendly  tip 
through  one  of  the  officials  that  the  Board 
of  Directors  were  slightly  disposed  to  crit- 
icize my  business  methods. 

I would  like  to  at  least  feel  a few  symp- 
toms of  the  $75  minimum  for  just  one 
thing;  I could  practice  up  a little  on  golf 
and  kill  a few  people  with  an  automobile, 
and  if  I happened  to  get  tangled  up  in  the 
running  gear  myself  the  coroner  would  find 
unmistakable  evidence  of  underclothes. 

Linder  a $45  minimum  my  assets  have 
dwindled  down  to  an  almost  human  desire 
for  grub  and  another  desire  to  make  good 
with  the  storekeeper  here,  but  he  being  not 
much  of  a mixer,  my  stock  of  things  cal- 
culated to  tickle  the  palate  has  diminished 
until  there  is  nothing  left  but  a pair  of 
partially  decayed  gentlemen’s  hose.  I ex- 
pected to  sell  a thirty-cent  ticket  yesterday, 
which  would  have  afforded  temporary 
financial  relief,  but  at  the  last  moment  the 
lady  decided  not  to  go. 
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Since  a nice  antique  oak  ticket  case  and 
a box  full  of  sawdust  in  which  there  are 
several  well-developed  second-hand  chews 
of  tobacco,  were  added  to  the  archives  at 
this  station,  I have  been  required  to  fill  a 
bond  for  $500,  which  insures  the  safety  of 
these  valuables,  but  renders  me  helpless  to 
help  myself. 

All  the  rules,  articles,  etc.,  look  very  well 
in  a schedule  and  gives  the  committee  to 
understand  that  the  management  has  given 
them  a plenty,  but  owing  to  a torpid  liver 
the  rule  and  article  diet  hasn’t  put  on  any 
flesh  to  speak  of,  but  I believe,  after  a few 
months  at  $75,  I would  fill  out  so  that  I 
wouldn’t  have  to  wear  a corset  to  keep  my 
lungs  from  getting  down  in  my  stomach. 

Yours  for  grub,  underclothes  and  more 
coin.  L.  Stevens. 


FAVOR  PER  CENT  INCREASES. 

I endorse  what  Cert.  6727  says  in  the 
September  journal.  What  we  want  is  a per- 
centage increase.  A $75  minimum  would 
do  operators  of  the  Southwestern  Roads  no 
earthly  good.  In  fact,  they  are  getting  more 
than  that  now.  Both  the  Southern  Pacific 
and  the  Santa  Fe  have  a minimum  of  $80 
throughout  Arizona,  and  I believe  the 
Southern  Pacific  does  not  pay  less  than 
$80  in  New  Mexico.  I worked  for  the 
Santa  Fe  in  Arizona  at  $80  and  made  as 
much  as  a $100  per  month  with  overtime. 
Still,  at  that  I had  no  more  than  I would 
have  had  in  the  East  at  $55,  when  I de- 
ducted the  increased  cost  of  living  in  that 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  I worked  on 
an  Eastern  road  when  an  increase  was  se- 
cured for  every  office  on  the  division,  ex- 
cepting mine  and  one  other,  and  whilst  the 
office  was  a very  light  one  (being  only  a 
block  office),  I felt  very  much  slighted  in- 
asmuch as  I had  worked  as  hard  as  any 
man  on  the  division  (and  harder  than  the 
most  of  them)  to  get  this  increase.  The 
other  man  who  was  not  raised  being  an 
Order  man,  too,  was  much  chagrined  in- 
asmuch as  several  nons  got  the  increase. 
This  goes  to  show  that  the  only  satisfactory 
increase  is  upon  the  percentage  basis. 

The  $75  minimum  here  would  be  a big 
thing,  but  on  the  Western  roads  it  would 
be  very  little  increase  and  none  on  some  of 


them.  So  let's  drop  the  $75  minimum  talk 
and  go  up  each  year  for  a percentage  in- 
crease. Be  it  ever  so  little  each  time  it  is 
an  encouragement  to  all  to  continue  the 
battle  and  will  hold  lots  of  the  weaker  ones 
who  would  otherwise  drop  out  if  their  par- 
ticular office  was  not  increased.  Eternal 
vigilance  is  the  price  of  our  existence.  One 
road  has  not  more  love  for  us  than  another, 
unles  we  are  in  a position  to  protect  our- 
selves. The  Santa  Fe,  scab  road  though  it 
is,  is  not  more  opposed  to  the  Order  than 
were  lots  of  other  roads  a few  years  ago. 
The  writer  recently  made  application  for 
employment  to  a road  running  into  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  and  was  told  they  needed  oper- 
ators but  did  not  want  any  O.  R.  T.  men. 
My  reply  was,  that  I did  not  want  a job 
there.  Therefore  it  behooves  us  to  be  ever 
on  the  alert,  keep  our  organization  in  perfect 
condition  and  continue  to  get  a little  in- 
crease for  all  whenever  and  wherever  pos- 
sible. H.  O.  Alderson. 


A BUNCH  OF  WARM  WIND. 

‘‘If  the  weary  world  is  willing,  I’ve  a 
little  word  to  say.”  However,  its  not  about 
the  lightning-rod  dispenser,,  but  the  hot-air 
shooter  instead. 

The  Telegrapher  is  a good  journal  and 
holds  its  own  with  any  of  the  railroad 
journals  of  to-day,  but  can  be  easily  made 
better  with  no  extra  expense.  Cannot  a 
few  of  the  new  and  young  writers  put  forth 
some  other  “spiel”  except  the  $75  minimum, 
no  card,  no  favor,  etc.?  To  the  men  with 
a half  an  eye  the  $75  minimum  “died  a- 
bornin',”  as  well  it  might  Let  the  sched- 
ules be  framed  in  future  the  same  as  they 
have  in  the  past,  with  the  probable  excep- 
tion of  a more  substantial  increase  than 
was  asked  for  six  or  seven  years  ago.  Times 
are  better  and  will  continue  so  for  a few 
years,  but  I admonish  the  young  “OS’er” 
not  to  get  excited  and  try  to  take  the  O. 
R.  T.  root  and  branch  and  try  to  twist  it 
all  out  of  shape.  You  can’t  do  it,  and  its 
just  a waste  of  time,  and  I think  older  heads 
are  truly  weary  of  some  of  the  aforesaid 
“spiels”  produced  by  the  “new”  ones.  Cut 
it  out.  Forget  it.  Try  and  write  something 
for  the  good  of  the  order ; something  of  the 
boys  along  the  line,  or  a love  story  will  do. 
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When  you  see  a hungry  operator,  feed  him. 
You  may  be  entertaining  angels  unawares. 
By  filling  his  stomach  you  can  bring  out  his 
fine  points.  If  you’ve  ever  missed  a few 
meals  you  will  do  this.  If  not,  your  time 
may  not  be  so  far  away.  Give  them  the 
glad  hand  if  you  want  to  make  members 
of  them.  They  will  make  good  ones,  too. 

“The  Depew  Kid/' 


KILLING  STATION  MEN. 

The  frequent  killing  of  station  agents, 
telegraphers  and  signalmen  by  roving  out- 
laws is  a matter  that  requires  some  atten- 
tion. These  men  in  charge  of  stations  and 
signal  towers  are  usually  alone,  while  the 
outlaws  seldom  travel  except  in  pairs. 

A terrible  outrage  is  reported  from  Iowa. 
Bro.  F.  M.  Sells,  station  agent  of  the  Bur- 
lington Railroad  at  Nebraska  City  Junction, 
was  murdered  by  tramps  October  24th,  but 
not  until  after  he  had  killed  one  of  his 
assailants. 

Bro.  Sells  was  attacked  just  after  he  had 
stepped  out  of  the  station.  A farmer  heard 
two  shots  and  he  went  to  the  depot.  He 
found  the  agent  and  a stranger  lying  in 
death.  Each  had  been  shot  through  the 
head. 

Three  tramps,  one  of  whom  was  the  dead 
man,  were  seen  loitering  about  the  station 
the  day  before.  It  is  supposed  that  he  de- 
fended himself  when  attacked,  shot  one  of 
the  outlaws  and  then  was  killed  by  the  other 
two. 

Nebraska  City  Junction  is  in  Iowa,  six 
miles  east  of  Nebraska  City,  Neb.  The 
branch  to  Nebraska  City  leaves  the  main 
line  to  Omaha  at  this  junction.  The  sta- 
tion is  on  the  St.  Joseph  division  of  the 
Burlington  and  information  regarding  the 
murder  was  sent  to  Supt.  A.  T.  Perkins  in 
St.  Joseph. 

As  the  operator  at  the  junction  had  been 
killed,  it  was  necessary  to  dispatch  a horse- 
man to  Percival,  six  miles  distant.  This 
occasioned  delay  and  Superintendent  Per- 
kins did  not  learn  of  the  outrage  until  late 
in  the  afternoon.  He  telegraphed  to  Ham- 
burg, Iowa,  the  first  station  south  of  the 
junction,  for  two  officers  and  they  were  sent 
to  the  scene  of  the  tragedy  on  train  No.  21. 


A telegram  from  Percival  received  from 
Superintendent  Perkins  stated  that  two 
tramps  have  been  captured  near  Percival 
and  it  is  believed  they  are  the  murderers. 

Bro.  F.  M.  Sells,  a member  of  St.  Joseph 
Division,  No.  72,  was  twenty-five  years  old, 
was  married  and  it  is  thought  he  had  a 
baby  five  or  six  months  old.  He  entered 
the  service  of  the  Burlington  May  12,  1903, 
and  had  been  agent  at  Nebraska  City  Junc- 
tion since  July  15,  1903.  He  was  in  the 
train  dispatcher’s  office  in  St.  Joseph  one 
week  in  the  summer  of  1903.  Sells’  widow 
will  receive  $300  from  the  relief  department 
of  the  Burlington,  the  same  amount  from 
the  Mutual  Benefit  Department  of  the  O. 
R.  T. 

A coroner’s  inquest  was  held  on  the 
bodies  of  the  two  dead  men.  No  means 
of  identification  were  found  on  the  tramp. 

The  junction  is  a lonely  place,  with  only 
a small  store  and  one  or  two  houses.  The 
details  are  taken  from  an  account  of  the 
tragedy  published  in  the  News  and  Press  of 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

This  kind  of  thing  is  getting  too  frequent, 
and  telegraphers,  agents  and  signalmen  will 
have  to  take  measures  to  protect  themselves 
more  effectually.  A deputy  sheriff’s  com- 
mission and  effective  small  arms  carried 
by  every  man  working  at  lonely  places 
might  be  the  means  of  checking  such  out- 
rages in  a very  short  time. 

Hamper. 


HANDLING  COMMERCIAL  BUSINESS. 

Referring  to  October,  1904,  Telegrapher, 
on  page  1269,  we  find  a piece  headed  “Hand- 
ling Commercial  Business,”  signed  “A. 
O.  C.” 

I have  read  this  piece  over  several  times 
and  I think  every  telegrapher,  whether  he 
be  a member  of  the  Order  or  not,  should 
read  this  and  be  governed  accordingly.  This 
man,  A.  O.  C.,  had  things  down  just 
right.  There  is  nothing  to  lose  and  all  to 
gain.  If  you  boys  have  not  read  this  piece 
please  get  your  October  Telegrapher  and 
read  it  carefully.  I think  you  will  agree 
with  him  on  this  subject.  If  we  continue 
to  work  for  them  for  nothing  it  is  our  own 
fault;  we  cannot  blame  them  for  it;  we 
have  not  asked  for  anything  and  certainly 
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they  are  not  going  to  come  out-open-hearted 
and  give  it  to  us,  unless  we  ask  for  it  and 
we  do  not  expect  it,  or  at  least  I do  not, 
and  don’t  see  why  anyone  else  should. 

Now,  boys,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  as  A.  O. 
C.  says.  Let  us  all  go  up  before  them,  or 
let  us  all  ask  for  it  and  if  they  fail  to  give 
it  then  we  will  fail  to  handle  their  business. 
We  lose  nothing  by  doing  so ; we  draw  our 
pay  right  from  the  railroad  company  and 
we  get  rid  of  a great  deal  of  trouble,  etc., 
if  we  get  rid  of  the  comtnercial  telegraph 
work. 

I sometimes  have  to  go  up  town,  a dis- 
tance of  between  a quarter  and  a half  mile, 
as  many  as  a dozen  times  a day  or  more  to 
deliver  messages,  and  I do  not  get  one  cent 
for  it;  would  get  just  as  much  if  there  were 
no  commercial  telegraph  companies.  I for 
one  stand  ready  to  throw  it  up  at  any  min- 
ute and  will  do  so  when  the  time  comes. 
Let’s  all  get  together  and  have  pay  for  our 
work;  if  we  do  not  ask  for  it  we  will  not 
get  it.  We  can’t  expect  pay  unless  we  ask 
or  force  them  to  it.  I think  25  per  cent 
on  all  business  with  a minimum  of  four 


dollars  a month  would  do  to  begin  with, 
and  if  we  see  later  that  we  deserve  more 
or  less  we  can  then  make  the  change. 

This  would  be  an  easy  thing,  to  get  2 
schedule  of  this  kind.  All  we  would  have 
to  do  is  to  get  things  in  shape  to  meet  them 
and  then  if  they  fail  to  do  our  way  we  can 
then  do  the  striking  act  and  go  on  with  our 
railroad  and  express  work  just  like  nothing 
had  happened.  I suggest  that  some  one,  or 
rather  every  telegrapher  who  does  not  re- 
ceive any  pay  from  commercial  telegraph 
companies  study  this  matter  over  and  let 
Bro.  Pcrham  know  what  they  think  about 
the  matter,  and  then  leave  it  with  Bro.  Per- 
ham  as  where  and  when  to  meet  the  officials 
of  the  commercial  telegraph  companies. 

This  is  a matter  which  should  be  looked 
after  at  once  and  I hope  every  brother  will 
do  his  part  towards  getting  things  in  shape 
and  let’s  have  pay  for  our  work* or  either 
not  do  the  work.  We  can  do  one  or  the 
other  and  we  should  do  so  at  once.  If  you 
haven’t  read  page  1289  in  October  Teleg- 
rapher, read  it  at  once. 

Cert.  5956,  A.  C.  L.  Sys.  Div.  132. 
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IV.  M.  Notes — 

Not  wishing  to  let  the  boys  believe  that  we  are 
a back  number,  and  that**this  little  road  has  not 
some  O.  R.  T.  members  of  grit  and  in  good  stand- 
ing, this  article  is  written  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  many  of  the  good  brothers  know  that  we 
are  in  existence,  and  are  proud  to  proclaim,  while 
yet  young  in  the  business,  we  are  a part  of  Di- 
vision No.  17. 

It  has  no  doubt  often  been  discussed  by  the 
telegraph  fraternity  as  to  why  the  W.  M.  R.  R.  ' 
boys  lack  the  nerve  to  stand  up  for  their  rights. 
This  is  easily  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that 
the  boys  had  no  leader,  and  no  one  to  look  to 
for  help  in  case  it  should  be  found  necessary  to 
look  for  such.  However,  there  has  been  some- 
thing doing,  and  whether  it  has  been  a leader  or 
whether  the  boys  have  awakened  to  the  sense  of 
being,  voluntarily  to  find  that  we  are  about  the 
only  railroad  in  existence  that  does  not  have  a 
schedule  is  yet  to  be  found  out. 

Even  now  there  are  numerous  old  men  who  tell 
our  organizer  when  he  visits  them  that  they  can 
not  afford  to  belongf  to  the  O.  R.  T.  These  very 
men  are  too  stupid  to  even  think  that  their  not 
straining  a point  to  belong  to  it,  is  just  what  is 
making  them  so  financially  poor  that  they  can  not 
belong  to  it.  And  again  those  that  could  belong 
to  it  say,  “We  might  get  fired  if  we  join,”  as 
though  that  would  be  the  last  of  them,  or  that 
there  were  no  other  railroads  in  this  wide  world. 
Ah,  it  takes  manhood,  nerve  and  ambition  to 
make  O.  R.  T.  members. 

I want  to  say  here  to  the  nons  of  our  various 
districts  that  it  is  time  for  you  to  move  up  a 
notch,  and  come  out  bold  with  the  emblem  of 
freedom  upon  your  coat,  and  stand  by  those  that 
have  already  started  on  the  road  to  success,  and 
never  fear  the  superintendent;  he  will  not  hurt 
you  nor.  fire  you  for  doing  your  duty. 

If  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  workings 
of  Hie  Order,  the  organizer  will  be  glad  to  call 
upon  you  and  fill  up  your  application  for  you, 
or  assist  you  in  any  way  in  becoming  a member. 

Now,  to  the  members.  Men,  wake  up.  Why  do 
you  all  depend  upon  one  man  to  do  all  the  work? 
Go  after  them,  each  and  everyone  of  you.  Just 
get  one  new  member  by  January  1st.  Let  me 
urge  you  to  do  this.  It  is  your  duty,  and  why 
not  do  it?  We  want  a committee,  and  we  need 
the  majority  to  get  it,  and  the  only  way  out  of 
it  is  to  do  your  duty  by  getting  just  one  new 
member.  I assure  you  there  will  be  something 
doing  for  us  very  shortly  thereafter.  It  is  use- 
less for  me  to  add  that  our  conditions  here  are 


anything  but  pleasant.  Some  few  places  that  are 
really  worth  anything  and  rightfully  belong  to 
the  older  men  when  they  turn  up  are  filled  by 
strangers.  Whose  fault  is  it?  Let  us  put  a stop 
to  it  by  getting  in  shape  and  secure  a schedule 
whereby  the  oldest  and  most  capable  shall  have 
preference. 

Boys,  attend  the  meetings  of  Division  No.  17. 
They  are  always  interesting,  and  will  do  you  a 
world  of  good.  Do  not  think  you  are  not  wel- 
come, for  I assure  you  you  will  always  be  wel- 
comed to  any  and  all  of  them. 

In  conclusion,  we  men  are  the  least  thought 
of,  and  the  most  poorly  paid  of  any  in  the  service, 
and  are  compelled  to  work  any  old  hours  for  little 
compensation.  Why  not  get  together  and  stand 
up  for  our  rights?  Get  together,  boys.  Send  in 
your  applications  and  be  men,  and  show  the  com- 
pany that  you  are  men,  and  are  capable  of  not 
only  commanding  better  salaries  for  your  labors, 
but  are  reliable  and  perfectly  up  to  date,  and 
capable  of  the  work  required  of  you. 

Bro.  Q.  E.  Weant  acted  as  chief  clerk  in  the 
freight  office  at  Westminster  during  Mr.  Eichel- 
berger’s  illness. 

Bro.  Win.  I.  Renner,  acted  as  agent  at  “WM” 
during  Agent  Valentine’s  absence.  Keefer  filled 
“MC.” 

Bro.  E.  H.  Koons,  “WS,”  transferred  to  “UD“ 
for  two  weeks.  Ham  filled  “WS.” 

Bro.  VV.  II.  Otto,  of  “U,”  seems  to  have  an 
attraction  at  “WS.”  Good  looking,  “MD;”  keep 
it  up,  but  do  not  wear  out  that  new  phone. 

Bro.  H.  C.  McCubbin,  "OW,”  expects  to  do 
the  St.  Louis  fair  shortly. 

Bro.  M.  F.  Birely,  “BU,”  is  acting  agent  there 
while  “BC”  fills  the  agency  at  Hillen. 

Bro.  H.  W.  Ruch,  "FD,”  is  on  the  sick  list, 
disease  unknown.  Boarders  all  gone. 

Bro.  G.  L.  Hamm,  “DI,”  is  always  awake. 
That’s  right,  “GO;”  show  your  color. 

Bro.  Hoover,  “XS,”  is  off  on  3 vacation.  Hours 
there  too  long  for  you,  “W?” 

Bro.  E.  C.  Kalbach,  “H,”  says  E.  C.  Jr.  can 
soon  take  charge  of  an  office. 

Cert.  748. 


New  York  Div.  No.  26. 

The  different  railroads  of  this  country  have 
installed  telephones  in  the  towers  and  offices  along 
their  lines  as  a means  to  force  the  telegraphers 
into  subjection  to  their  dictates.  The  Interbor- 
ough R.  T.  Co.  is  one  of  these  quoted.  The  in- 
efficiency of  telephones  as  a means  of  conducting 
railroad  business  (a  business  that  has  hundreds 
of  lives  in  its  care),  and  in  cases  of  emergency 
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was  demonstrated  recently  in  the  wreck  a*  ixi 
S.  3rd  avenue,  New  York  City. 

It  was  necessary  that  the  power  should  be 
turned  off  to  enable  the  firemen  to  extinguish  the 
fire  with  safety,  and  to  rescue  the  poor  motorman 
who  was  roasting.  The  order  to  turn  off  the 
power  was  conveyed  to  the  power  house,  and 
was  complied  with  for  a short  time,  but  the  power 
was  again  turned  on  while  the  firemen  were  fight- 
ing the  fire,  greatly  endangering  tlieir  lives,  and 
those  who  were  on  the  structure  clearing  up  the 
debris.  Such  gross  disregard  for  the  safety  of 
the  public  should  not  be  tolerated,  but  this  is 
only  an  illustration  of  the  extent  a corporation 
will  go  to  to  combat  unionism.  In  case  of  block, 
or  trouble,  great  delay  is  caused  before  any  in- 
formation as  to  trouble  can  be  obtained  by  tele- 
phone, and  in  a great  many  instances  it  is  impos- 
sible to  understand  the  man  on  the  other  end 
who  evidently  must  have  a plug  in  his  mouth. 

With  the  telegraph  the  orders  and  messages 
emanating  from  the  various  offices  were  sent,  and 
correctly  received  in  a brief  time,  which  is  im- 
possible under  present  regime.  It  is  a common 
occurrence  for  an  agent  (who  has  worked  his  day 
of  twelve  hours)  to  be  stuck  for  thirty  minutes 
or  more,  account  his  relief  getting  orders  mixed, 
due  to  the  telephone.  The  public  may  stand  for 
this  system  for  a time,  but  they  won’t  be  satis- 
fied always.  Scribe. 


"L"  Notes — 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  the  breth- 
ren at  large  that  Bro.  T.  Ryan  has  been  again 
presented  with  a twelve-pound  baby  boy.  Cigars 
are  in  order,  “RT.”  « 

Bro.  M.  J.  Geoghegan  has  accepted  the  owl 
trick  in  dispatcher’s  office  at  i55tb  street. 

Relief  telegrapher  F.  H.  Gilleran  occasionally 
brushes  up  at  “WK.” 

Bro.  George  Washington  Coslar  has  returned 
from  a short  visit  to  his  old  home.  Guess  he 
went  there  to  see  how  the  girls  were.  “CO”  is 
a great  lady  killer. 

Bro.  Joe  Luckitt  is  tending  bar  at  66th  street 
down. 

Bro.  R.  W heeler  has  been  promoted  to  first  trick 
at  “BJ”  tower.  He  is  one  of  our  reliables. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Haughey  has  quite  an  imposing  car- 
riage since  he  has  been  working  third  trick  at 
“BJ.”  Suppose  he  is  strong  enough  now  to  “do” 
us  poor  clerks. 

We  all  miss  Bro.  Joe  Kelly  from  the  meetings. 
We  all  admired  Joe’s  winning  ways,  and  hope 
he  will  not  forget  26  in  his  social  successes  (or 
excesses). 

Bro.  P.  R.  Lahart  is  doing  owl  trick  at  “FS.” 

We  regret  to  state  that  Bro.  Wr.  S.  Peterson 
is  on  the  sick  list.  Hope  he  will  be  out  soon. 
Bro.  J.  B.  Peterson  was  in  town  a few  days  ago, 
but  we  poor  does  are  in  a different  class  now. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Schwartz  working  days  at  53d  street, 
up. 

Bro.  J.  Fahey  has  his  own  troubles  on  the 
phone  at  81st  street,  nights. 


Bro.  Joe  Hanley  retains  that  “oatmeal  smile,” 
working  at  “W.” 

Bro.  J.  W.  Sexton  has  been  retired  to  58th 
street,  nights,  as  assistant  dispatcher.  “SX” 
knows  how  to  look  busy.  He  and  Bro.  “Sharky” 
are  a good  team.  I bet  on  “Sharky.” 

Bro.  A.  A.  Sohwaab  has  left  our  lines,  and 
is  now  employed  on  the  Erie.  Sorry  to  lose  him, 
but  he  knows  he  is  railroading,  not  playing  horse 
car. 

Great  preparations  are  being  made  for  our 
third  annual  ball,  which  is  going  to  be  a grand 
affair.  Hope  some  of  the  brothers  from  neigh- 
boring towns  will  come  over  and  see  us  on  the 
night  of  December  2,  when  we  meet  at  Harlem 
Casino,  124th  street  and  7th  avenue,  and  we  will 
prove  conclusively  that  “we  arc  the  people.” 

Time  to  knock  off  now. 

Cert.  216. 


Harlem  Line  Notes — 

Since  October  1st  there  has  been  a general 
change  made  on  the  line. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  vacations  have 
started,  and  Bros.  W estover  and  Berghorn  are 
now  spending  a week  in  the  vicinity  of  Chatham 
trying  their  luck  with  a double  barrelled  affair. 

It  is  reported  that  Bro.  Waltermire,  of  54th 
street,  is  doing  very  nicely. 

We  miss  the  monthly  notes  which  should  be 
contributed  from  the  Putnam  and  Harlem  di- 
visions. Hope  our  brother  correspondents  will 
come  to  life,  and  let  us  hear  from  them. 

Cor. 


Philadelphia  Div.  No.  30. 

We  in  the  East  had  begun  to  think  that  the 
issuance  of  the  September  Telegrapher  had  been 
postponed  until  October.  Your  scribe  received  his 
on  the  27th  ult,  and  have  hardly  had  time  to 
look  over  it  before  we  are  compelled  to  get  busy 
on  copy  for  the  next  edition. 

We  suppose  the  lateness  of  arrival  of  the  Sep- 
tember journal  was  on  account  of  the  little  un- 
pleasantness out  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis, 
on  the  lines  of  the  M.,  K.  & T.  and  Terminal 
Association.  We  will  put  up  with  a few  late 
ones  if  our  officers  but  win  this  scrap,  and  here's 
wishing  they  may. 

There  has  not  been  a great  deal  doing,  in  these 
parts  since  our  last  report.  The  good  work  is 
still  going  on,  however.  We  landed  another  pale- 
face last  moon. 

Division  No.  4 pleased  its  upper  Philadelphia 
Division  members  by  holding  a meeting  at  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  on  the  17th  ult.,  at  which  the  usual 
large  time  was  had.  Many  of  the  craft  from 
Philadelphia  were  present,  and  as  many  more 
w'ere  unable  to  go  along,  your  scribe  being  among 
the  latter.  Our  company,  the  P.  R.  R.,  furnished 
a special  coach  to  haul  the  talent  from  this  end 
of  the  pike.  They  say  that  standing  room  was  at 
a premium  leaving  Philadelphia.  Wonder  how 
much  nearer  the  “up  road”  boys  are  to  having  a 
division  of  their  own?  We  think  they  are  neg- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1417 


lecting  their  own  best  interests  in  not  pushing 
this  matter  more  energetically.  There  should  be 
ya  division  at  Lancaster,  by  all  means.  That  town 
is  known  as  a “garden  spot,”  and  should  maintain 
its  reputation  by  sustaining  a thriving  lodge,  and 
we  believe  needs  but  the  placing  of  one  in  its 
midst  to  prove  it. 

The  annual  inspection  of  our  lines  is  drawing 
near.  The  work  trains  with  their  loads  of  fresh 
ballast  are  very  much  in  evidence  these  days  and 
nights.  One  would  not  think  that  retrenchment 
in  expenses  was  the  watchword  to  see  these  trains 
all  over  the  division.  There  is  no  question  but 
that  the  lines  do  show  up  to  great  advantage  with 
their  new  coat  of  ballast,  perfect  alignment  of 
same,  freshly  painted  buildings,  bridges,  signal 
poles,  etc.  There  will  be  one  feature  noticeable 
in  these  parts  not  hitherto  seen.  I refer  to  the 
new  signal  blades.  Previous  inspection  trips  have 
traveled  under  the  red;  this  one  will  see  a streak 
of  the  yellow. 

The  “high  line”  appears  to  be  working  smooth- 
ly. Additional  improvements  went  into  service 
last  Sunday  evening  at  what  used  to  be  Almshouse 
crossing  and  4cd  street.  Same  resulted  in  knock- 
ing out  one  telegraph  office,  however,  with  three 
men  thrown  back  a few  points,  and  the  telephone 
system  of  running  trains  advanced  a few  points. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  passenger  move- 
ment will  be  facilitated  in  this  vicinity  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  do  biz  on  the  phone.  Per- 
sonally, we  have  already  experienced  its  draw- 
backs, and  that  before  the  new  method  was  hours 
old.  Time  will  tell. 

The  new  tower  at  Poweilton  avenue,“N,”  went 
into  service  yesterday,  the  28th  inst.  Bro.  Jamie 
Donahue  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  to 
break  the  silence  of  months,  since  “N,”  with  Bro. 
Hoopes,  went  down  in  disaster.  We  hope  for  bet- 
ter luck  for  this  new  office,  which  from  all  ap- 
pearances, is  a beauty.  The  regular  crew  on 
duty  at  “N”  consists  of  Bro.  Fraim  as  assistant 
train  dispatcher,  and  Bro.  James  Hutton,  as  lever- 
man  on  the  first  trick,  Bro.  Cox  as  A.  T.  D.,  and 
Mr.  Ulean  leverman  on  tthe  second  trick,  Bro. 

A.  T.  S.  Miller  as  A.  T.  D.,  and  Mr.  (forget 

his  name)  on  the  last  or  third  trick.  Bros.  Don- 
ahue and  Berry,  doing  the  relief  stunts  as  A.  T. 
D.  and  leverman,  respectively.  It  is  rumored  that 
Bro.  D.  is  to  assume  the  duties  of  A.  T.  D.  at 
“B,”  made  vacant  by  Bro.  W.  E.  Brown,  who 
has  been  compelled  by  ill-hcalth  to  seek  other 
climes.  We  trust  Bro.  Brown  may  recover  his 
wonted  health  speedily.  Bro.  James  A.  Quinn, 
our  efficient  S.  & T.,  has  been  laid  up  for  the 
past  four  w(ceks  with  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 
He  is  much  improved  at  this  writing,  however. 
It  appears  that  Bro.  Quinn  had  what  is  termed 
as  walking  typhoid  for  several  weeks  previous  to 
its  sending  him  to  bed,  and  his  evident  quick 
recovery  is  a source  of  much  gratification  to  his 
host  of  friends. 

Bros.  S.  R.  Eby,  G.  A.  Murray  and  W.  G. 
Bucher,  arc  wearing  “the  smile  that  won’t  come 
off” — new  arrivals  have  appeared  at  the  home 
of  each. 


Bro.  S.  M.  Bussinger  was  off  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  a few  weeks,  visiting  old  friends.  It 
was  rumored  you  were  going  to  leave  us,  Steven. 
Is  that  so? 

Sister  A.  C.  Bradly  has  returned  to  her  Phila- 
delphia residence,  having  been  visiting  at  Clifton, 
accompanied  by  her  family.  Sister  E.  L.  Stern 
was  visiting  friends  in  Parkersburg  recently. 

Sister  M.  B.  Sweeney  has  decided  to  save  her 
vacation  for  some  future  time,  and  will  content 
herself  with  the  relief  days,  for  the  present. 

Sister  S.  McGlynn  has  been  taking  an  outing 
for  several  days,  visiting  several  points  of  interest 
throughout  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

Of  all  those  who  have  called  on  our  S.  & T. 
since  his  illness,  it  is  safe  to  say  none  have  in- 
terested him  so  much  as  the  arrival  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  15th  of  September — a bouncing  baby,  a 
girl.  Both  mother  and  child  doing  exceedingly 
well  at  this  writing. 

Improvements  in  and  about  Broad  street  sta- 
tion, and  the  approaches  thereto,  via  the  elevated, 
are  now  in  progress.  The  large  buildings  along 
Market  street  are  slowly  disappearing,  and  soon 
we  will  begin  to  take  cognizance  of  what  is  in 
store  for  us.  Rumors  will  begin  to  take  shape, 
and  the  promised  relief  to  Broad  street  station 
workers  in  the  way  of  longer  tracks,  that  will 
hold  the  trains  which  roll  into  the  terminal,  will 
we  trust,  be  one  of  the  accomplishments.  There 
do  be  talk  of  a new  tower  “A”  to  be  located  west 
of  1 8th  street,  the  certainty  of  which  your  scribe 
is  unable  to  vouch  for. 

The  vacation  season  is  slowly  waning,  a few  tail- 
enders  still  remaining  to  rest  up.  I would  not 
mind  being  one  of  those  “tail-endera”  myself,  as 
this  is  very  fine  weather  to  be  away  from  work 
and  worry,  but  we  have  had  our  day,  and  must 
be  content. 


Bro.  Bigham,  of  the  “A”  force,  has  returned 
to  us,  after  a few  days'  vacation.  Bro,  Comely 
is  thinking  of  “hitting”  them  for  a turn  at  “rest” 
— thinks  he  can  afford  to  lay  off  a few  days 
whether  the  time  is  allowed  him  or  not.  There 
has  been  some  doubts  as  to  whether  vacations  are 
allowed  these  brothers,  since  the  relief  day  ad- 
justment. 

Another  shakeup  of  talent  in  and  about  Broad 
street  station  is  due  on  the  1st  of  October.  It 
is  said  to  affect  the  station  masters  and  their  work. 
The  conductors  of  passenger  trains  are  given  a 
portion  of  work  formerly  performed  by  station 
masters,  especially  as  regards  through  trains,  their 
makeup  and  loading,  “tapping  out,”  etc.  We  hear 
the  interlocking  force  are  to  scrub  the  signal 
blades,  instead  of  their  being  replaced  by  freshly 
painted  ones,  as  heretofore  was  the  case.  It  is 
about  time  that  another  vice-president  were  sprung 
on  us — some  one  to  keep  a tab  on  the  amount 
saved  by  these  various  retrenchments.  Oh,  well, 
such  is  life.  It  would  truly  be  very  dull  if 
things  were  to  Ternain  the  same  forever,  so 
changes  are  welcome. 

As  it  is  getting  late,  and  this  should  be  in  the 
mails  and  on  its  way  to  St.  Louis,  I will  tear 
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myself  away  from  it,  and  say  good-bye  for  an- 
other month.  Errol. 


Providence  Div.  No.  35. 

When  the  October  journal  was  received,  I put 
aside  all  work  and  care,  filled  and  lighted  the 
old  “T.  D.,”  and  opened  its  piges  for  a period 
of  real  enjoyment,  when  a feeling  came  over  me 
which  I could  not  define.  It  seemed  as  if  there 
w'as  something  lacking  to  complete  the  enjoyment 
that  I had  been  receiving  heretofore  from  the 
old  reliable  journal.  There  was  the  familiar 
frontispiece,  the  ringing  editorials  that  Bro.  Quick 
is  noted  for,  reports  of  O.  R.  T.  victories,  the 
correspondents'  department  with  its  full  quota  of 
strong  letters  from  the  pens  of  the  loyal  brothers 
throughout  the  land,  but  still  there  was  the  feel- 
ing growing  stronger  each  passing  moment  that 
something  was  missing,  and  in  the  columns  of  the 
fraternal  department  I discovered  the  cause  of  all 
my  worry,  and  that  was  Providence  Division  No. 
35  for  the  first  time  in  many  moons  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  department.  Upon  making  inquiry 
for  the  cause,  I found  that  sickness  in  the  family 
of  our  scribe  was  the  reason,  and  for  fear  of  his 
not  being  able  to  get  in  line  for  November,  I 
thought  I would  try  and  help  him  out  for  this 
month. 

The  brothers  upon  the  Shore  Line  deeply  sym- 
pathise with  Bro.  Greene,  of  Kingston  tower, 
nights,  who  has  had  to  retire  from  the  business 
account  of  poor  health.  We  all  hope  to  see  him 
return  soon,  fully  recovered. 

Bro.  Riley,  second  trick  Stonington  tower,  has 
departed  from  our  midst  to  I know  not  where, 
but  wherever  he  may  hang  his  hat  his  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  business  will  surely  win  him 
recognition. 

Scaveiy,  of  Davisville  tower,  nights,  has  de- 
cided on  entering  some  business  that  is  less  stren- 
uous than  night  work. 

Smith,  of  Wickford  Jet.  tower,  is  wearing  a 
smile  that  won’t  come  off,  over  the  arrival  of  a 
young  heir  at  his  home.  Cor. 


Reading  Div.  No.  136. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  to  announce  to  you  that 
our  meeting  of  October  21st  was  a very  good 
and  interesting  one,  although  I think  there  could 
have  been  quite  a number  present  who  were  ab- 
sent, but  nevertheless  we  had  a good  meeting, 
and  hope  to  see  the  brothers  turn  out  better  next 
time. 

Bro.  Mcl*aughlin,  from  Division  102,  was  with 
ns,  and  made  some  very  interesting  remarks. 

Everything  is  moving  along  very  nicely  at 
present,  and  hear  no  complaint  from  the  boys  ex- 
cept our  relief  day,  which  we  arc  cut  short  of 
very  often.  This,  I think,  can  very  easily  be 
fixed  up  if  we  ask  our  trainmaster  or  superintend- 
ent which  I think  would  be  no  more  than  fair 
should  \vc  he  cut  short  of  our  day.  I “13”  other 
roads  do,  and  why  should  wc  not  be  up  with 
them?  Of  course,  as  long  as  we  are  quiet,  and 


have  nothing  to  say,  the  company  would  be  fool- 
ish to  give  it  to  us.  We  mean  to  do  the  fair 
thing  by  the  company,  and  of  course  we  expect 
the  company  to  do  likewise  unto  us. 

Now,  boys,  come  to  the  meetings.  It  does  me 
good  to  meet  the  different  brothers,  and  have 
a talk  with  them.  It  takes  all  that  selfishness 
out  of  you,  and  work  goes  much  better.  Try  it 
once.  Would  like  to  hear  from  others. 

San  Jose. 


Williamsport  Div.  No.  24. 

The  regular  October  meeting  of  Division  24 
proved  to  be  a hummer  from  the  time  the  Kghts 
were  turned  on  until — Who  turned  them  out? 
Who? 

We  were  treated  to  more  than  one  surprise  be- 
fore the  meeting  ended,  and  all  of  them  were  very 
much  appreciated.  The  first  one  was  a parody  on 
“Meet  Me  at  St.  Louis,”  by  Bro.  C.  B.  Bitner, 
who  understands  how  to  finger  the  ivories.  His 
touch  was  something  magnificent,  and  they  do 
say  that  he  at  one  time  was  the  star  actor  in  that 
greatest  of  all  melo  dramas,  “The  Volunteer  Or- 
ganist,” Paddyrusty  the  Great.  He  has  Paderew- 
ski skinned  a mile  on  the  keyboard,  haven’t  you 
Clyde?  The  following  is  the  chorus  of  his  great- 
est success  to  the  tune  of  “Meet  Me  at  St.  Louis:” 


“Meet  me  at  Lock  Haven,  Haven,  where  I’m  work- 
ing hard, 

Down  among  the  cars  of  soft  coal,  in  Lock  Haven 
yard. 

I used  to  sit  and  worry,  but  now  I have  to 
hurry, 

When  I’m  down  among  the  cars  of  soft  coal  with 
an  up-to-date  card.” 

Bro.  Frank  Ewing  was  with  us  after  spending 
two  weeks  on  the  pike,  and  other  points  of  in- 
terest around  St.  Louis.  We  are  pleased  to  have 
him  with  us  once  more,  as  they  don’t  put  them 
up  any  better  than  Frank,  and  although  he  never 
has  much  to  say  at  the  meetings,  the  feeling  is 
there,  and  when  he  does  speak,  you  can  rest  as 
sured  it  is  for  the  good  of  us  all. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  to  the  brothers  that 
our  genial  brother,  Geo.  B.  Ahn,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  “GO”  office,  to  the  clerical  force 
under  the  general  superintendent,  and  although 
we  are  sorry  to  lose  his  voice  on  the  wire,  we  all 
feel  that  he  will  not  forget  us,  and  that  we  may 
see  him  as  often  as  ever,  is  the  wish  of  Di- 
vision 2 4 boys. 

Bros.  Fite  and  Fuhrman,  of  “Way  Down  East.” 
were  among  those  enjoying  the  October  meeting, 
and  although  Shorty  did  go  to  sleep,  he  made  No. 
4.  Bro.  Fite  should  see  that  Shorty  stays  home 
the  night  before  the  meeting  as  he  was  so  tired. 
Wasn’t  you,  Martie? 

Bros.  Herman  and  John  Frank  had  Bro.  Klin- 
genberger  in  tow  when  the  train  left  Market 
street.  Williamsport,  but  Josie  got  away,  and  some 
do  say  that  he  went  to  Lock  Haven.  We  will 
have  a close  watch  kept  on  him  next  time,  and 
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if  he  don’t  turn  up,  there  will  be  trouble  on  the 
Susquehanna  Division. 

Bro.  Klinger,  of  Renovo,  was  unlucky  at  last 
meeting,  as  the  seat  gave  him  the  drop,  and  he 
came  near  shooting  the  chutes.  He  claims  some 
one  was  under  the  seat,  but  why  would  they  be 
there,  Harry? 

Rufus  B.  Lee,  of  Milton,  Pa.,  took  the  veil  at 
October  meeting,  and  is  now  ready  for  congratu- 
lations. He  gave  the  goat  about  all  he  wanted  to 
handle,  and  says  he  thinks  Division  24  is  a suc- 
cess. We  can  now  call  him  Bro.  Lee,  and  he  can 
hold  his  head  up  to  the  best  of  them.  See. 

The  brothers  of  Division  24  journeyed  to  Har- 
risburg to  play  a game  of  base  ball,  and  say — No, 
better  not  say  a word,  as  it  was  terrible.  Wowl 

Bro.  Shorty  Kline,  of  Montgomery,  was  pre- 
sented with  an  automobile  by  his  base  ball  friends 
of  Montgomery,  Pa.,  and  vicinity,  and  every  day 
finds  Bro.  Kline  taking  a ride  from  the  tower  to 
his  home  in  his  auto.  Congratulate  him  on  the 
arrival  of  a new  Shorty,  and  ask  him  what  its 
name  is. 

Bro.  George  Shaffer,  of  Montandon,  was  up 
among  the  wilds  of  the  Lewisburg  and  Tyrone, 
playing  base  ball  with  the  Epworth  League.  He 
has  had  several  offers  from  various  leagues,  but 
prefers  the  Montandon  City  League.  It’s  a won- 
der he  wouldn’t  get  the  Phillies  in  it. 

Bro.  Clark  Dieffenderfer  has  resigned  his  posi- 
tion on  the  railroad  to  accept  one  that  leaves  him 
home  in  the  evenings,  and  one  that  he  does  not 
have  to  keep  in  the  shadows  all  the  time  for  fear 
a detective  will  be  on  his  track.  The  limit  has 
been  reached  on  Division  24,  when  they  have  a 
$7 5 a month  detective  follow  a $50  a month 
operator  around  the  road,  for  fear  he  will  get 
home  to  his  parents.  How  civilization  has  ad- 
vanced the  last  two  years. 

Wc  hear  that  Sister  Curts,  of  Loyalsock,  while 
practicing  with  her  revolver  one  day  last  month, 
had  the  misfortune  to  accidentally  put  two  bul- 
lets in  the  sign  board  above  the  tower.  Some  one 
was  so  kind  to  the  company  as  to  go  and  inform 
them  of  the  fact,  and  our  sister  received  a very 
tart  letter,  which  she  answered  in  a manner  that 
makes  us  feel  more  proud  of  her  than  ever.  Keep 
on  practicing,  sister. 

The  brothers  around  “GO”  office  at  night,  have 
been  advertising  for  searchlights,  as  every  corner 
seems  to  hide  some  kind  of  vermin,  and  from 
what  we  hear  of  the  case,  most  anything  will  turn 
up  around  t'-ere  at  night  if  you  don’t  keep  yonr 
eyes  open.  They  have  their  eyes  open  for  a 
certain  gentleman,  who  seems  to  be  a wa’k'ng 
encyclopedia  for  the  superintendent,  they  say. 
Henry,  you  must  be  good  and  not  tell. 

You  all  want  to  be  at  the  meeting  when  Bro. 
Bob  Grugan  shows  up.  He  is  coming  with  a good 
bear  story.  Bob  is  quite  a hunter.  Last  year 
a big  bear  wanted  to  shake  hands  with  him,  and 
he  tried  to  chase  it  away  wi  h bird  shot.  He 
saw  the  bushes  move,  and  thought  he  killed  it. 
He  ran  three  miles  home  to  get  a dog,  and  then 
scoured  the  woods  for  two  da  ye.  The  story 
ended  badly  for  Bob.  He  is  excited  yet. 


Bro.  E.  R.  Lundy  is  suffering  from  a very  acute 
attack  of  “pass,”  although  the  appalling  symptoms 
of  homesickness  have  not  as  yet  set  in.  The  15th 
of  December  will  soon  be  here,  but  isn’t  it  a 
shame  that  the  conscience  of  those  that  make  so 
much  trouble  don’t  bother  them. 

Div.  Cor. 


Belpre  Div.  No.  12. 


Belpre  Division  No.  12  was  fairly  well  repre- 
sented at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  in 
Chillicothe,  O.,  in  September.  A dozen  or  more 
members  were  present,  with  Bro.  Chief  McGue 
presiding,  and  Bro.  Evans  at  his  post.  Meeting 
called  to  order  at  7:15  p.  m.  Much  time  was 
consumed  in  discussing  and  adjusting  the  pend- 
ing problems  which,  however,  are  not  numerous, 
but  delicate,  and  which  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
amicably  remedied  soon. 

A particular  feature  of  our  meeting  was  the 
appointment  of  Bro.  Jaynes  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  local  chairman,  succeeding  Bro.  Pair  an. 
Bros.  Pake  and  Crassly  are  his  assistants. 

Bro.  Pairan,  as  local  chairman,  retires  from  the 
official  family  of  Division  No.  12,  with  colors 
flying  high.  He  has  been  in  every  skirmish  of 
note,  and  the  members  unanimously  agree  that  he 
lias  done  his  duty,  for  which  we  sincerely  appre- 
ciate him. 

Bro.  Jaynes,  while  a new  man  in  our  midst,  is 
neveitheless  an  old-timer,  having  several  years 
of  railroad  experience,  and  we  feel  that  Bro. 
Jaynes  will  carry  the  unexpired  term  of  local 
chairman  to  a successful  conclusion,  with  honor 
to  himself  and  beneficial  to  all.  His  motto  is: 
“A  telegrapher  is  never  complete  without  an  up- 
to-date  card  in  his  jeans.” 

The  business  transacted  at  this  meeting  shows 
that  Division  No.  12  is  progressing  nicely,  both 
numerically  and  financially,  and  it  should  be  the 
intention  of  each  and  every  one  to  render  as  much 
assistance  in  keeping  it  in  this  condition,  there- 
fore, this  division  is  preparing  for  a ball  to  be 
given  in  Chillicothe,  O.,  on  Thanksgiving  eve. 

Tickets  will  be  issued  to  each  and  every  member 
before  this  number  of  the  journal  appears,  and 
all  are  severally  instructed  hereby  to  do  their  very 
best  to  dispose  of  their  supply  of  tickets.  It  is  the 
ambition  of  the  instigating  members  to  make 
this  ball  a financial  and  a social  success,  and  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  every  member  should 

lend  his  best  efforts  and  co-operation.  There  is 

work  to  be  done,  and  it  takes  money  to  do  it. 

Tickets  and  the  necessary  information  will  be 
given  out  in  due  time. 

The  member  selling  the  greatest  number  of 
tickets  will  be  the  receiver  of  a solid  gold  O.  R.  T. 
ring.  The  next  largest  number  sold  will  be 
awarded  a solid  gold  O.  R.  T.  button.  It  is  hoped 
that  each  member  will  do  his  duty  in  this  under- 
taking, and  sell  his  full  ratio  of  tickets. 

It  is  also  desired  that  all  who  can  possibly  make 
arrangements  to  be  on  hand  should  not  fail  to  do 
so,  and  bring  their  friends  with  them.  Now  try 
hard  to  make  this  a success.  With  this  warn- 
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mg  the  chief  rang  down  the  curtain,  and  the 
meeting  closed  at  u o’clock,  with  the  student 
question  still  remaining  the  paramount  issue,  and 
which  will  continue  to  be  the  main  issue  until 
such  time  as  our  collective  efforts  become  mani- 
fest in  eliminating  from  the  ranks  the  unmanly 
habit  of  teaching  telegraphy  regardless  of  num- 
bers and  conditions.  This  applies  to  the  imme- 
diate surrounding.  Even  the  disinterested  ob- 
server can  easily  see  that  those  who  are  keeping 
alive  this  practice  and  enthusiastically  maintain- 
ing their  title  of  “professor”  is  done  out  of  in- 
fantile prejudice,  indifference  and  the  lack  of 
knowledge,  and  who,  had  they  possessed  more 
sound  and  manly  judgment,  would  cease  this 
kind  of  conduct,  and  act  according  to  the  dicta- 
tion of  their  conscience,  which  every  one  knows 
is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  policy  they  are 
pursuing,  but  are  too  weak  to  grasp  the  logic  of 
reason's  voice. 

It  is  an  unquestionable  fact,  and  you  non- 
professors know  it,  too,  that  every  time  you  make 
this  organization  the  target  for  your  actions  and 
slander  you  are  belittling  yourselves  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  many,  keeping  the  barrier  ever 
prominent  in  the  telegrapher’s  march  to  the  goal, 
and  yourselves  a stumbling  block  in  your  own 
path.  But  there  will  come  a time. 

Cert.  189. 


New  Rochelle  Dlv.  No.  37. 

Bro.  Gustafson,  night  owl  at  Larchmont  sta- 
tion, did  not  like  the  transfer  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
nights,  and  has  returned  to  his  old  love.  It  was 
not  on  account  of  the  increased  duties — just  plain 
girl.  Nuf  said. 

Bro.  D.  Filby,  from  the  L.  I.  R.  R.,  is  one  of 
our  latest  recruits,  and  the  way  he  slings  the 
pasteboards  shows  that  he  is  no  novice  in  the 
biz.  He  is  installed  as  night  ticket  clerk  and 
operator  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

Brothers,  what  do  you  think  of  one  of  the  New 
York  division  dispatchers  teaching  students  at 
Woods’  college?  Such  is  the  fact  reported  to  me 
by  one  of  our  worthy  brothers,  who  is  willing  to 
make  affidavit  to  that  fact  if  necessary,  and  one 
of  our  late  brothers  at  that,  probably  the  title 
of  professor  is  preferable  to  that  of  brother. 
Name.  W.  O.  Craft. 

Bro.  Wm.  Dwyer,  third  trick  at  Oak  Point, 
has  resigned  to  accept  a position  with  the  New 
York  subway.  Billy  is  from  Jersey,  and  likes 
easy  work,  and  lots  of  money.  A good  man  and 
a good  program. 

Mr.  Joe  F.gleton,  the  landlord  of  Fort  Morris, 
has  been  absent  for  two  weeks,  visiting  friends 
in  Hartford  and  other  places.  Rumor  has  it  that 
he  took  in  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  or 
some  other  such  thing  at  St.  Louis.  He  looks  as 
aggressive  as  ever,  and  will  be  in  command  of 
the  old  soldiers’  home  for  the  coming  winter. 

Bro  John  Smith,  third  trick  at  Rye,  has  left 
for  parts  unknown.  If  any  one  should  sec  him, 
kindly  flag  him  and  inform  him  that  he  forgot 
to  say  good-bye. 


Bro.  John  French,  from  South  Mt.  Vernon 
Tower  No.  76,  fills  the  other  John’s  place  as 
third  trick  at  Rye.  Tower  No.  76  open  for  the 
present. 

Bro.  P.  C.  Clossin,  third  trick  man  at  the 
Klondike,  is  away  on  a leave  of  absence,  and 
he  looks  as  if  he  needed  it.  Hope  he  will  return 
looking  as  blooming  as  usual.  His  place  is  filled 
by  Jack  Ryan.  Brothers,  there  is  a non  we 
want.  Get  after  him. 

It  is  impossible  for  your  correspondent  to  do 
justice  to  the  East  end  of  this  division,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  get  any  of  the  brothers  to  write 
a single  item.  I have  grown  tired  pleading  with 
them  so  will  give  it  up.  If  they  do  not  take 
any  local  pride  in  the  space  allotted  in  their  jour- 
nal to  this  division,  no  one  else  will. 

The  following  item  was  handed  to  your  cor- 
respondent by  one  of  our  brothers,  who  did  not 
remember  what  paper  he  cut  it  from,  but  as  it  is 
so  good,  I will  send  it  to  you  for  reprinting: 

A UNION  BUTCHERSHOP. 

A non-union  man  entered  a butcher’s  shop  in 
which  was  conspicuously  displayed  the  card  of 
the  meat  cutters’  union.  The  following  dialogue 
ensued: 

Mr.  Non-Union — I see  by  that  card  you  run  a 

union  shop. 

Butcher — Yes,  sir,  strictly  union. 

Mr.  Non-Union — All  union  meat? 

Butcher — Everything  union. 

Mr.  Non-Union — I would  like  a calf’s  head, 
but  I wish  a non-union  head. 

Butcher — Just  wait  a second  (taking  a calf’s 
head  from  a counter,  and  going  into  the  back 
room  of  the  shop,  but  shortly  returns).  Here 
you  are. 

Mr.  Non-Union — But  it  is  the  same  one  you  had 
on  the  counter.  What  did  you  do  to  make  it 
non-union  ? 

Butcher — I took  the  brains  out  of  it 

Div.  Cot. 


Jersey  City  Div.  No.  10. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
15th,  and  as  usual  the  brothers  turned  out  in 
fine  shape.  A pair  of  new  members  were  initiated, 
and  several  applications  filed. 

It  was  unanimously  decided  to  hold  our  third 
annual  ball  in  Columbia  Hall,  New  Brunswick. 
N.  J.,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  February  zi, 
1905.  The  committee  on  arrangements  consists 
of  Bros.  Wm.  W.  Savage,  J.  Parker  Geraghty, 
F.dw.  J.  Leary,  Jas.  A.  Cahill,  Lawrence  A.  Kel- 
ley and  others,  and  they  are  hustling  already,  se- 
curing ihe  music,  etc.,  for  the  occasion.  We 
earnestly  hope  that  the  result  of  our  third  annual, 
socially  and  financially,  will  equal  if  not  excell 
that  of  our  second  annual,  which  was  held  at  the 
>-ame  point  last  February. 

Every  member  should  endeavor  to  dispose  of 
his  share  of  tickets,  which  will  be  sent  to  him 
before  this  issue  appears!  because  all  are  equally 
benefited  by  the  amount  derived  from  anything 
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in  this  line,  and  the  larger  amount  derived  the 
more  gratifying  it  is,  especially  to  those  that 
hustle  and  make  requisitions  for  additional  tickets. 
There  will  be  prizes  offered  to  those  selling  the 
highest  number  of  tickets,  which  will  be  decided 
upon  before  the  next  issue. 

We  learn  from  Jersey  that  Bro.  Savage  (Buck) 
has  a new  cognomen.  It  is  now  “Doctor,”  on 
account  of  his  taking  a course  in  the  art  of 
dentistry. 

Bros.  Scarborough  and  Harry  Smith,  of  Phila- 
delphia, paid  us  a visit  during  the  month.  They 
were  on  their  way  to  “Bosting”  to  visit  Bro. 
Swain. 

An  unusual  pleasure  fell  upon  the  brothers  in 
“J”  office,  Jersey  City,  on  the  25th,  in  the  way 
of  a visit  from  Bro.  Weppler,  from  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia. 
This  brother,  although  located  in  the  West  Indies 
for  some  years,  holds  not  only  an  up-to-date 
card,  but  also  has  them  all  from  January,  1896,  to 
date,  a collection  he  should  feel  proud  of. 

Bro.  Larry  Kelley  is  making  frequent  trips  to 
Woodbridge,  ever  since  he  joined  Capt.  Bergen’s 
launch  crew,  in  the  capacity  of  commodore. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  announce  the  marriage 
of  our  model  member,  Bro.  Peter  T.  Ward,  of 
“GO”  office.  North  Philadelphia  passenger  station, 
to  Miss  Seaman,  of  New  Bruswick,  N.  J.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  New  Brunswick  on  the 
26th  ult.  The  presents  received  upon  the  occa- 
sion were  numerous  and  valuable.  They  have 
the  wishes  of  all  for  k>ng  and  prosperous  lives. 
The  bride  and  groom  left  on  train  69  for  an 
extended  tour  to  Washington,  Richmond  and 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Mart  Gaffeney,  leverman  “DO”  tower,  Tren- 
ton, brother  to  Wm.  F.  and  Peter  J.,  of  Jersey 
City,  also  became  a benedict  on  the  25th  ult.  and 
received  presents  numerous  and  valuable,  and  has 
the  best  wishes  of  the  boys  for  a long  and  pros- 
perous life.  The  bride  and  groom  left  on  train 
21  for  an  extended  tour  to  St.  Louis  and  Chicago. 

We  have  learned  from  the  committee  on  ar- 
rangements for  our  third  annual  ball  that  they  are 
unable  to  procure  Prof.  Garland’s  orchestra  for 
Hie  ball  on  account  of  his  being  previously  en- 
gaged for  that  date. 

A brother  last  month  said  wisely  and  truely, 
“Take  not  your  politics  into  your  union,  but  your 
unionism  into  your  politics.”  That  is  to  say,  do 
some  earnest,  intelligent  thinking  on  the  living, 
vital  issues  of  the  day,  and  they  go  to  the  polls, 
and  cast  your  ballot  in  support  of  such  men  and 
principles  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  possession 
of  a union  card.  Start  in  the  election  precinct 
with  this  in  view,  and  go  to  the  top  notch  and 
all  will  be  well. 

Bro.  F.  J.  Cahill  has  accepted  the  relief  trick 
“DX,”  Amboy  Jet.,  to  “C,”  Princeton  Jet. 

The  brothers  should  send  their  Telegraphers 
to  some  non  each  month  after  reading  the  same 
thoroughly. 

Through  the  various  changes,  “CN,”  Millstone 
Jet.  tower,  has  come  to  the  surface  with  three 
nons  in  charge.  Well,  this  seems  almost  impos- 


sible, but  such  is  the  case,  and  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  this  section.  Do  you  mean  to  say 
that  those  men  can  not  see  the  advantages  of 
being  united,  for  instance,  right  m the  neighbor- 
hood of  these  same  nons?  Before  being  organized 
in  that  section  it  was  a common  occurrence  to 
hear  telegraphers  scrapping  on  the  wire  for  the 
least  little  thing,  delaying  their  own  business, 
and  also  keeping  others  from  using  the  wire. 
This  kind  of  work  was  certainly  detrimental  to 
the  railroad  company.  Now  a scrap  is  a rare 
thing.  Why?  Because  the  boys  have  come  to- 
gether in  their  division  room,  and  have  become  ac- 
quainted with  one  another,  and  now  when  little 
remarks  are  made  on  the  wire  which  formerly 
would  be  taken  up  and  fought  to  a finish,  are 
treated  with  a little  judgment  and  consideration, 
thereby  avoiding  all  kinds  of  trouble  and  delays, 
both  to  the  company  and  all  concerned.  Organi- 
zation brings  men  together  on  equal  footing  to 
talk  over  their  different  positions  and  stations, 
and  when  a telegrapher  calls  an  office  and  he 
does  not  receive  an  immediate  answer,  he  is  in  a 
position  to  judge  from  conversation  had  in  the 
division  room,  whether  or  not  this  man  can  at 
all  times  answer  his  call  promptly,  etc. 

Organization  breeds  harmony,  creates  friendship 
and  good  fellowship.  The  results  are  alike  bene- 
ficial to  the  company  and  men.  Our  Order  has 
proven  its  value  and  position  in  the  matters  which 
interest  all  telegraphers,  etc.,  time  and  again,  and 
no  argument  need  now  be  advanced  in  its  favor 
further  than  laying  the  exact  facts  before  the 
nons. . It  is  hard  to  understand  how  any  per- 
son having  the  intelligence  to  do  the  complicated 
and  arduous  work  the  companies  require  cf  us, 
can  fail  to  see  the  advantage  of  joining.  Some 
few  are  holding  back  and  promising  and  offering 
excuses  for  the  past  several  years,  but  what  good 
is  a promise  unless  it  is  fulfilled.  All  we  ask  is 
for  those  who  are  not  in  to  lay  aside  all  pre- 
conceived opinions,  formed,  perhaps,  years  ago, 
or  from  mistaken  impressions  gained  from  what 
may  have  chanced  to  pass  under  their  observation. 
Lay  all  that  aside  and  study  the  matter  thor- 
oughly, look  up  the  history  of  the  Order,  and 
what  it  has  done  not  only  upon  our  own  division, 
but  throughout  the  United  States,  Canada  and 
Mexico  in  the  last  year  in  particular.  Study  it 
from  all  points,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  em- 
ployer and  the  employe,  and  the  relation  of  our 
Order’s  work  to  public  interest,  and  then  decide 
if  you  are  doing  justice  to  yourself  as  a man,  and 
to  the  family  who  are  wholly  dependent  on  you 
for  their  very  bread  and  butter.  Is  it  right  that 
you  should  take  your  chances  alone  as  an  in- 
dividual in  protecting  your  rights  against  the 
capital  and  resources  of  a corporation?  Your 
employes  have  studied  business  conditions  of  the 
present  more  closely  than  you  possibly  can,  and 
have  taken  their  bearings  from  the  present  order 
of  organization  and  concentration. 

Why  should  we  not  go  and  do  likewise?  Any- 
way, that  is  not  so  much  a matter  of  importance 
to  the  company.  The  public  will  never  notice  the 
slight  difference  in  transportation  that  a raise 
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in  our  wages  might  entail,  but  if  our  position  in 
the  world  of  commerce  is  not  apparently  of  enough 
importance  to  command  higher  compensaition,  and 
shorter  hours,  it  is  partly  our  fault,  and  princi- 
pally the  fault  of  those  who  stay  outside,  for  not 
making  it  known,  and  impressing  it  upon  those 
who  are  in  the  position  to  grant  the  concessions 
due  us. 

Bishop  Potter  remarked  in  Boston  recently, 
“and  this  brings  us  to  speak  finally  of  those  two 
great  problems  which  to-day  supremely  comfort 
the  republic.  The  representative  of  the  first  of 
them  is  the  workingman,  as  we  are  wont  to  call 
him,  though  the  popular  orator  is  wont  often  to 
remind  us  that  most  men  and  women  belong  to 
that  class. 

“Whatever  may  be  our  attitude  toward  labor 
and  the  labor  organizations  against  which  latter 
just  now  many  people  arc  almost  savagely  in- 
flamed, the  fact  can  not  be  denied  that  in  what 
they  have  attempted  or  accomplished  they  have 
moved  mainly  along  lines  which  are  the  glory 
of  our  democratic  institutions.” 

A remark  dqring  an  oration  delivered  at  a 
church  convention  shows  the  caliber  of  the  man 
who  delivered  it.  There  are  railroad  superintend- 
ents, yes  presidents,  who  believe  and  think  the 
same  as  above,  hut  do  you  for  a moment  think 
they  would  utter  it  to  the  public  or  employe? 
No,  they  are  getting  paid  by  the  capitalist  side  of 
the  issue,  and  it  is  up  to  all  telegraphers  who 
do  not  belong  to  get  together,  become  members 
of  the  organization  of  their  art,  and  at  last  be 
where  they  can  speak  their  little  pieces,  and  offer 
their  suggestions,  and  that  is  in  the  division 
room  of  the  O.  R.  T.  Give  up  the  idea  of  stand- 
ing outside,  and  attempting  to  suggest  this  and 
that.  There  is  no.  lung  in  it.  File  your  applica- 
tions, produce  your  U.  S.  currency,  and  obtain 
the  sacred  name  of  brother  and  shake  off  the 
shackle  or  cognomen  “non”  forever. 

With  best  wishes.  T.  R.  O. 


Pittsburg  Div.  No.  52. 

Regular  meeting  held  October  5,  1904.  Two 
applications  for  membership  read.  Committee  on 
arrangements  for  holding  open  meeting  Novem- 
ber 19  reported  progress. 

By  the  time  the  November  journal  reaches  this 
territory  there  will  have  been  held  at  G.  A.  R. 
Hall,  314-316  Fifth  avenue,  an  open  meeting  for 
telegraphers  under  the  auspices  of  Divisions  52, 
33  and  36,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  and 
Local  No.  6,  Commercial  Telegraphers  Union  of 
America. 

Division  52  claims  the  distinction  of  having 
started  this  movement,  and  singularly  enough  de- 
cided on  November  19,  the  day  on  which  com- 
mercial telegraphers  throughout  the  country 
adopted  as  a day  set  aside  each  year  for  their 
membership  to  hold  open  meetings,  with  a view 
to  promoting  a genuine  social  and  fraternal  feel- 
ing among  their  members;  such  open  meetings 
to  be  varied  to  suit  their  convenience.  In  other 
words,  it  is  to  be  “telegraphers’  day”  gathering. 


This  movement  will  no  doubt  be  productive  of 
much  good  fruit. 

Economics  teaches  us  that  the  perfect  man  is 
not  found  in  any  one  man,  but  in  the  aggregate 
of  humankind.  One  person  possesses  qualities, 
taste,  style  and  ideas  which  another  does  not  pos- 
sess, hence  one  of  the  best  ways  in  which  to 
learn  is  to  associate  with  your  fellow  men,  broaden 
your  views,  and  learn  to  grasp  and  size  up  sit- 
uations from  different  viewpoints.  Some  one  has 
wisely  said  “the  greatest  study  of  man  is  man.” 
Emerson  observes,  “A  foolish  consistency  is  the 
hobgoblin  of  little  minds.”  There  is  hardly  any- 
thing more  despicable  than  a mean,  selfish,  nar- 
row-minded so-called  man.  Such  an  one  would 
not  work  up  into  good  fertilizer,  and  yet  there 
are  many  of  them  in  the  world.  Association  with 
men  of  caliber  will  prove  a cure  for  many  short- 
comings. 

Bro.  Ullery,  having  recently  returned  from  a 
trip  through  the  West,  gave  an  in  teres,  ing  talk 
on  his  observations  of  the  strength  of  the  O.  R 
T.  all  through  that  country,  and  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  membership. 

Meetings  are  being  well  attended,  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  so  many  who  could  attend  ab- 
sent themselves.  Why  not  turn  out  and  be  heard 
from?  It  is  merely  a matter  of  remembering  the 
date,  and  getting  the  habit.  You  should  bear  in 
mind  that  it  is  your  duty  to  attend. 

Regular  meeting  held  October  19.  The  ques- 
tion of  adopting  a system  division  of  lines  east 
of  1 ittsburgh  was  the  chief  subject  for  discus- 
sion. No  definite  action  was  taken.  Question 
will  be  brought  up  at  first  meeting  in  November. 

A large  number  of  members  reported  on  sick 
list: 

Committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  on 
death  of  Bro.  E.  D.  Bornett. 

Now  that  a large  number  of  you  have  heard 
much  on  the  subject  of  organization,  and  kindred 
subjects  at  the  open  meeting  recently  held,  get 
down  to  business  and  do  your  duty  by  convinc- 
ing the  non  of  the  error  of  his  way. 

J.  W.  M. 


Wilkesbarre  Division  No.  67. 

E.  C.  <5*  N.  Branch — 

Once  more  The  Telegrapher  is  at  hand,  and 
not  a thing  in  for  E.  C.  & N.  Branch.  No  won- 
der the  division  correspondent  does  not  say  any- 
thing about  us.  How  does  he  know  that  we 
hold  up-to-date  cards  (most  of  us)  unless  we 
wake  up  and  say  something?  Only  twice  since 
Bro.  Roberts  left  us  has  there  been  a thing  in 
The  Telegrapher  concerning  us.  Why  don't 
some  of  you  fcilows  wake  up,  and  take  an  interest 
in  things?  There  is  no  reason  why  this  branch 
of  1 05  miles  can  not  be  made  an  important  item 
in  the  general  advancement  of  the  Order.  No 
wonder  there  are  still  a few  out  in  the  cold.  How 
can  we  expect  to  get  solid  unless  we  keep  after 
these  few  nons?  Don’t  be  contented  to  merely 
belong  to  the  Order  yourself,  but  talk  and  write 
to  the  others;  show  them  that  we  are  trying  to  in- 
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tercst  ourselves  in  their  favor  as  well  as  our 
own.  If  anything  is  said  to  a brother  about  any- 
thing, he  will  say:  “Don’t  get  in  a hurry,  take  it 

easy.’*  It  seems  to  me  as  if  that  was  what  we 
have  been  doing  for  some  time  past. 

The  winter  will  soon  be  here,  and  you  all  know 
what  that  means  to  us.  Now  wouldn’t  a schedule 
with  overtime  be  a good  thing  this  winter,  while 
we  are  putting  in  from  ten  to  twenty-four  hours 
daily? 

Mr.  Hickey,  new  man  at  Canastota,  who  is 
now  on  a vacation,  has  promised  to  go  in,  and 
I am  sure  he  will  materialize,  as  his  duties  at 
Canastota  arc  the  worst  yet,  and  the  hours  are 
the  longest  of  any  of  the  pike.  An  overtime 
schedule  will  do  great  things  for  his  position. 

It  is  reported  that  Bro.  Sprague,  at  Delphi 
Falls,  is  going  to  leave  us  for  something  better. 
Have  you  bought  that  bulldog  yet,  “MD?” 

It  is  too  bad  we  can  not  land  Mr.  Roberts,  at 
Sylvan  Jet.  Nevertheless  shall  not  give  up  yet. 
Perhaps  he  will  see  his  way  clear  in  the  near 
future. 

Don’t  know  very  much  about  the  east  end,  but 
understand  that  Spencer  station  contains  two 
nons.  Can’t  you  fellows  on  that  end  land  them? 
Wonder  if  the  main  line  brothers  ever  tried  to 
get  these  two  fellows?  Elmira  office  also  is  out. 
Come  Fred.,  send  in  your  name,  and  bring  up 
that  addition  in  your  family  in  the  right  way. 

Well,  as  I am  not  sure  as  this  will  get  past 
the  censor,  I will  quit,  and  hope  some  one  else 
will  try  next  month.  Cbrt.  325. 


Watertown,  N.  Y.,  Div.  No.  27. 

Boys,  we  haven’t  heard  from  the  east  end  in 
some  time,  but  we  are  very  much  alive  for  all 
that.  Now,  no  doubt  by  this  time  you  all  have 
circulars  regarding  the  strike  on  the  M.,  K.  & 
T.  road.  See' what  a noble  stand  they  are  making 
for  their  just  rights.  After  thinking  it  all  over, 
is  there  an  O.  R.  T.  boy  up  on  this  end  who 
wouldn’t  do  anything  in  his  power  to  advance 
the  cause  of  our  noble  Order?  We  are  still  gath- 
ering in  the  nons  one  by  one,  and  it  is  hard 
work  to  find  a man  up  here  who  does  not  have 
an  “up  to  date,’’  which  we  have  every  reason 
to  be  proud  of.  We  are  so  well  organized  now 
the  main  thing  is  to  stand  by  our  organization. 
There  has  been  so  many  changes  made  in  the  last 
two  months,  especially  among  the  night  men,  we 
can  hardly  keep  track  of  the  boys. 

The  summer  trains  are  off,  and  we  are  having 
a breathing  spell,  more  so  at  the  junctions. 

I understand  at  this  writing  Bro.  Claude  Moore 
is  back  with  us  again,  and  doing  the  day  trick  at 
“GJ,”  and  Bro.  Taylor  at  Dekalb,  nights.  How 
do  you  like  the  owl  act  again,  old  man? 

If  tills  does  not  come  in  contact  with  the  goat 
I may  come  again.  Wonder  if  the  west  end  will 
have  anything  to  say  this  time.  Hope  so.  Quite 
a number  of  the  boys  have  been  away  on  their 
vacation,  and  some  are  yet  waiting  for  a chance 
to  go.  Will  cut  out  now,  as  I have  taken  too 
much  valuable  space  already.  Cert.  184. 


Scranton  Div.  No.  87. 

The  only  excuse  the  writer  offers  for  these  few 
notes  is  that  Division  87,  except  for  the  very 
good  cut  of  Bro.  M.  D.  Mood  in  the  September 
Telegrapher,  and  the  notice  in  division  directory, 
has  not  been  represented  in  our  journal  for  some 
moons,  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  brothers  on 
northern  and  southern  divisions  of  the  O.  & W. 
are  made  to  feel  sad  each  month  that  The  Teleg- 
rapher arrives  with  no  mention  of  this  division. 
We  of  this  territory  are  so  far  from  the  place  of 
meeting,  it  would  seem  as  if  some  one  from 
Scranton  Division  of  O.  & W.  should  take  pity 
on  us,  and  give  us  a little  of  the  news  now  and 
again. 

I would  suggest  that  Bro.  Bavosa  try  his  hand 
at  it  next  month. 

Huguenot  has  been  closed,  and  Mr.  Haines  is 
at  present  taking  a rest,  after  his  arduous  sum- 
mer’s work. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Adams,  who  was  acting  agent  at 
Wurstbom  during  July  and  August  was  checked 
in  as  agent  at  St.  Joseph,  vice  Bro.  H.  J.  de  Graw, 
who  bid  in  Accord,  on  Kingston  Branch,  and  who 
is  now  located  at  that  point,  ex-Bro.  Brown  hav- 
ing left  the  service  to  engage  in  the  feed  business 
at  New  Woodstock,  N.  Y. 

Bro.  Merwin,  of  High  Falls,  enjoyed  a few 
days’  vacation  in  September,  being  relieved  by 
Mr.  Fish. 

Bro.  Cook,  of  Summitville,  after  much  effort, 
secured  about  three  days’  absence  from  duty,  but 
not  much  rest. 

Bro.  Ken  tor  is  now  at  Valley  Jet.,  where  he 
hustles  much  baggage. 

Bro.  R.  W.  Craus  is  still  holding  down  Mid- 
dletown ticket  office,  while  Mr.  Van  Horn  tries 
to  regain  his  health.  Van  says  he  don’t  think  he 
will  recuperate  much  if  they  send  him  to  work 
extra  many  more  days  at  Accord  or  High  Falls. 

Several  places  have  been  advertised  lately.  Un- 
derstand one  non  left  the  service  because  the 
company  did  not  break  the  rule  and  give  him  a 
job  he  wanted,  even  though  he  was  not  entitled 
to  it. 

There  are  some  nons  still  holding  off,  who 
would  make  good  members  if  they  only  can  be 
made  to  see  the  light  Let  us  all  keep  at  them. 
Now  more  than  ever  is  the  time  for  each  mem- 
ber to  get  busy,  and  bring  in  every  eligible  teleg- 
rapher or  agent  who  has  not  as  yet  joined  in  the 
good  cause. 

Will  cut  out  now,  with  “73’’  to  all,  and  hop- 
ing to  hear  from  some  one  who  can  give  us  more 
of  the  news.  Cert.  18. 


Albany  Div.  No.  78. 

D.  & H.  Notes — 

Bluff  Point  station  closed  for  the  season  Octo- 
ber i. 

Bro.  Payne  has  gone  to  West  Chazy  for  the 
winter,  relieving  Bro.  Jerry,  who  intends  taking 
in  the  sights  at  St.  Louis.  Look  out  for  the 
“Katy”  gang,  “G.’’ 
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Bluff  Point  tower  closed  October  i for  the 
season.  Bro.  Grant  goes  to  Dannemora,  nights, 
relieving  Mr.  Helms. 

Bro.  Kline  goes  to  “JN,”  nights,  for  awhile. 
Take  care,  ”KO,”  it's  bad  for  the  earache. 

Bro.  Bentley  has  returned  from  his  vacation, 
relieving  Bro.  Grant,  who  relieved  Mr.  Vander- 
bilt, who  went  to  Cadyville  to  relieve  the  agent 
at  that  place. 

Bro.  Boyle,  of  Westport,  has  accepted  a good 
position  with  the  N.  Y.  C.,  but  am  unable  to  locate 
the  place.  Well,  Mike,  the  boys  wish  you  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Whyland  has  relieved  Bro.  Boyle  at  the 
owl  trick.  Mr.  Atwood  relieved  Mr.  Whyland, 
days.  Div.  Cob. 


Illinois  Central. 

Chicago  District — 

Owing  to  circumstances  the  correspondent  for 
this  division  has  been  cut  out  for  the  past  few 
months,  and  has  been  unable  to  get  his  lines  into 
St.  Louis  in  time  to  appear  in  The  Telegrapher, 
but  this  month  will  start  them  good  and  early  in 
order  to  avoid  the  rush. 

The  division  is  in  a flourishing  condition,  and 
only  a few  hang  out  in  the  wet.  Several  new 
men  have  gone  to  work,  and  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  big  majority  do  not  have  to  be  lined  up,  as 
they  came  to  us  with  the  goods,  and  only  had  to 
he  transferred  to  our  division.  There  are  still 
several  new  men  on  the  line  who  have  not  been 
transferred  and  would  be  pleased  to  report  next 
time  that  they  have  come  to  live  with  us,  and 
are  helping  this  division  pay  its  bills  instead  of 
some  foreign  line. 

Several  important  changes  have  been  made,  and 
a great  many  of  the  boys  have  been  enjoying  va- 
cations in  the  past  two  months,  and  I understand 
there  are  more  waiting  for  relief. 

Bro.  Lemen,  from  Mattcson,  days,  is  now  regu- 
lar days  at  Fordham.  Bro.  Harling,  formerly 
of  “FO”  office,  Chicago,  now  at  Fordham,  nights. 
Bro.  Templin,  from  nights  to  days  at  Matteson, 
and  Bro  Hawkins  in  Templin’s  place. 

Bro.  Gilman,  at  Monee,  in  place  of  Hovey,  ac- 
count Hovey  away  on  vacation. 

Mr.  P.  Murrin,  at  Peotone,  temporary  account 
Bro.  Robertson  called  to  Canada  on  business. 

Mr.  Pruett,  at  Otto,  nights,  relieving  Sharp, 
who  is  enjoying  leave  of  absence. 

Bro.  Hills  relieving  Bro.  Dugan  nt  Chebanse, 
who  is  taking  a thirty  days’  leave  of  absence. 

Bro.  Morrow,  nights  at  Gilman,  place  Bro. 
Leopold,  who  resigned,  and  is  now  taking  course 
in  law  school  at  Bloomington,  111. 

Mr.  Dobbin,  at  Delrey,  was  off  couple  of  days 
latter  part  of  October  attending  court,  and  was 
relieved  by  Mr.  Searle,  son  of  Bro.  Searle,  of 
Tucker. 

Bro.  Grayson,  at  Paxton,  spent  fifteen  days  at 
World’s  Fair  and  other  cities  in  U.  S.  in  October, 
Mr.  Mackin  in  his  place  and  Bro.  Letourneau  in 
Mackin’s  place,  nights. 

Bro.  Runalls  took  a vacation  first  of  October, 
and  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Letourneau,  Bro.  Elkins 


also  took  a trip,  leaving  Runalls  and  Letourneau 
to  run  the  “jint,”  which  they  did  in  first-class 
style. 

Bro.  Graves,  fohnerly  agent  at  Leverett,  has  re- 
signed, and  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Craner.  Can’t 
say  if  he  is  a brother  or  not;  hope  so. 

Mr.  Wolfe,  at  Clifton,  is  also  on  leave  of  ab 
sence,  and  Mr.  Houlihan  is  in  his  place.  Mr. 
Houlihan  is  new  man  on  I.  C.,  and  will  line  up 
when  time  comes.  Hills,  Pruitt  and  Letourneau 
are  also  new  men,  but  all  carry  cards. 

Sister  Barnard,  nights,  at  Ridgeville,  has  not 
been  advertised  in  The  Telegrapher  as  yet,  so 
will  put  her  at  top  of  the  list.  Her  home  is  at 
Ridgeville,  and  we  hope  she  will  hold  “RI”  regular. 
Don’t  think  any  of  the  brothers  would  be  mean 
enough  to  bump  a good  sister  out  of  a position 
in  her  home  town.  Some  of  the  brother  owls  on 
the  Gilman  line  have  tried  to  find  a home  there, 
but  so  far  I “13”  th,ey  have  been  very  unsuc- 
cessful. 

New  man  named  Green  relieving  Bro.  McKnight 
at  Thawville,  who  has  been  trying  to  get  away 
on  a vacation  the  past  three  months,  and  when 
Mr.  Green  arrived  at  “VI.”  Mac  left  on  the 
first  freight.  [ hear  he  did  not  leave  his  address 
with  any  one,  so  he  could  not  be  found. 

Bro.  Barr  again  at  the  old  stand,  Guthrie,  after 
a siege  of  appendicitis,  and  a vacation  in  the 
hospital. 

Bro.  Meara,  days  at  Gibson,  is  off  duty,  and 
understand  he  is  quite  sick.  We  hope  he  will  be 
out  soon,  and  resume  his  position  at  Gibson,  as 
wc  understand  Mr.  Fowler,  who  is  relieving 
Meara,  has  all  the  boys  in  Gibson  on  the  anxious 
list  in  regard  to  their  lady  friends.  “MA”  seems 
to  be  there  with  the  ladies. 

Bro.  Boyle,  agent  at  Harpster,  with  Bro.  G. 
Zumwalt,  nights.  Understand  the  citizens  of  “R” 
are  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a night  office 
now. 

Mr.  Porter,  nights  at  Belleflower,  relieving  Bro. 
Rose,  who  is  taking  an  extended  vacation. 

Bro.  Poe,  of  Laurette,  took  thirty  days  of 
grace,  and  roamed  around  the  country  leaving 
Bro.  Hensley  to  “flap  the  levers”  during  his  ab 
sence. 

Mr.  Tune,  at  Roberts,  nights,  in  place  of  Bro. 
Hensley,  who  is  acting  as  relief  agent  at  various 
stations  on  the  divisions. 

Bro.  Newton,  at  Weedman,  is  taking  a sixty 
days’  leave  of  al>sencc,  and  is  relieved  by  Mr. 
Gring.  Gring-is  an  old  head,  just  returning  to 
the  biz. 

Bro.  Gcrbcl,  night  owd  at  Farmer  City,  took 
three  weeks  leave  of  absence  in  October,  visiting 
his  folks  and  his  girl,  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Fowler. 

Bro.  Morrison  met  with  an  accident  October 
1 Sth,  and  carried  a spiained  wrist  in  a sling  for 
several  days.  You  can  ask  him  how  it  happened 

Bro.  Jones,  former  agent  at  Dewitt,  has  res  gned, 
and  is  now  working  in  Bloomington  for  private 
concern.  Guess  he  is  through  railroading.  VN  c 
wish  him  success  in  his  new  venture.  Bro.  Mar- 
shall, now  agent  at  “DE,”  and  we  sincerely  hope 
he  gets  it  regular.  Bro.  Marshall  has  joined  the 
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matrimonial  ranks  since  our  last  attempt,  and 
says  it  suits  him  better  than  “baching.” 

Bro.  Madix,  agent  at  Birkbeck,  with  Bro.  Dun- 
can, owl.  Duncan  seems  to  like  “QN,”  and  for 
some  reason  does  not  like  to  talk  of  leaving  there. 
Must  be  a lady  in  the  case. 

Bro.  Bresnahan,  agent  at  Chatsworth,  on  thirty 
days’  leave  of  absence,  leaving  “CW”  in  charge 
of  Bro.  Hensley. 

Bro.  Herschcr,  agent  at  Hersher,  111.,  met  with 
quite  painful  accident  latter  part  of  September, 
causing  the  amputation  of  a couple  of  his  toes,  and 
the  loss  of  three  weeks’  time.  He  was  climbing 
up  the  side  of  a box  car  which  was  running  down 
the  main  track  without  an  engine  attached,  and 
in  some  manner  his  hand  slipped  and  his  foot, 
went  under  the  wheels.  He  is  on  duty  again,  and 
appears  none  the  worse  for  wear.  Bro.  Hills  re- 
lieved him. 

Bro.  Hatch  is  again  on  duty  at  Kempton,  and 
Bro.  A.  Harris  has  returned  to  Graymont.  Bro. 
A.  Harris  was  married  October  12th,  and  took 
three  weeks  for  his  honeymoon.  Bro.  Walters,  a 
new  man,  relieved  him  at  Graymont. 

Bro.  Rich,  agent  at  Flanagan,  was  called  to 
Wenona  October  19th  account  death  in  his  family. 
He  was  relieved  by  Miss  Hatch,  of  Kempton. 

Bro.  Cline,  of  Cropsey,  is  taking  a lay  off  ac- 
count of  a broken  shoulder  blade.  He  tried  to  go 
ahead  with  his  work,  but  the  bone  would  not  stay 
set,  and  he  had  to  lay  off.  Bro.  Pendergast,  of 
Barnes,  is  relieving  him,  and  Mr.  Allen  is  re- 
lieving Pendergast  at  Barnes. 

Bro.  Lloyd,  at  Pontiac,  enjoyed  a leave  of  ab- 
sence during  latter  part  of  September,  and  was 
relieved  by  Mr.  Craner. 

Bro.  Skov,  agent  at  Griswold,  was  married  the 
latter  part  of  August,  and  is  taking  his  honeymoon 
in  Europe.  He  expects  to  be  away  about  three 
months.  He  js  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Kings, 
north  of  Scoval. 

Meetings  are  held  at  Gilman  and  Champaign 
now,  at  Gilman  every  first  and  third  Saturday, 
and  at  Champaign  every  second  and  fourth  Satur- 
day. All  the  boys  should  turn  out  and  become 
acquainted  with  one  another,  and  have  a good  time, 
as  well  as  having  a voice  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Order.  Cert.  75. 

New  Orleans  Division — 

Boys,  you  are  doing  wrong,  dead  wrong.  Why? 
How?  You  should  wake  up,  appoint  a regular 
correspondent.  If  there  is  anything  that  happens 
that  you  think  should  be  given  space  in  the 
journal,  write  and  tell  him  about  it.  Let  the  rest 
of  the  boys  know  that  we  are  alive  over  here,  and 
working  for  the  interest  of  the  Order. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  say  that  the  meeting  at 
New  Orleans  on  the  18th  was  very  poorly  at- 
tended, there  being  only  two  Y.  & M.  V.  boys 
present.  These  were  Bros.  Schexsnyder,  from 
Burnside,  and  Richardson,  from  Garyville. 

Bro.  Parker,  formerly  Mr.,  of  Burnside,  nights, 
has  a big  new  card.  Welcome  to  you  brother. 
Bro.  Parker  is  one  of  the  good  old-time  telegra- 
phers, and  knows  a good  thing  when  he  sees  it. 


Bro.  Oscar  Wilson,  from  Bayou  Sara,  is  at 
present  handling  the  “31V’  a*  Lute  her,  days,  Bro. 
Cooper  taking  his  place  at  Bayou  Sara. 

Bros.  Allen  Ross  and  Albert  Gray,  after  a 
month’s  visit  to  St.  Louis,  Hot  Springs,  Little 
Rock,  Memphis  and  other  places  of  importance, 
are  back  on  the  extra  list.  Bro.  Ross  is  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  agent  at  La  Place  at  present. 
They  say  walking  is  good. 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons  has  left.  It’s  a good  thing, 
too.  He  was  one  of  these  kind  that  give  you 
this:  “I  am  with  you;  wouldn’t  scab,  but  I can’t 

afford  to  join  the  Order.”  Now,  boys,  how  can 
a telegrapher  be  with  you  when  he  isn’t  willing 
to  give  as  little  as  65  cents  a month  to  help  keep 
up  the  Order?  T say  we  are  better  off  without 
such  friends  as  this. 

Before  closing,  will  say  that  there  will  be  an- 
other meeting  of  Division  93  at  New  Orleans  on 
the  fourth  Saturday  in  October.  All  telegraphers 
holding  up-to-date  cards  are  cordially  invited.  All 
ask  the  chief  for  a pass,  and  a day  off. 

Heard  an  order  going  over  the  wire  a few  days 
ago  for  a crate  of  fresh  hams.  Never  caught  the 
address,  but  am  sure  it  was  going  to  “Cl”  office, 
at  Clinton,  La.  This  is  the  exclusive  Postal  office 
wherein  there  works  an  enemy  to  himself. 

The  boys  north  of  Wilson  mustn’t  feel  slighted 
if  they  ^re  not  mentioned  in  this  because  the 
wires  are  cut  at  Wilson,  and  we  can’t  keep  “next” 
to  what  is  going  on  up  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Vicksburg.  Cert.  1379. 


Centralia  Division — 

The  Centralia  Division,  of  Division  93,  is  in 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  several 
months.  Among  the  new  features  of  changes  is 
that  Mr.  Keyes,  express  agent  at  Richview,  who 
has  handled  students  for  thirty  years,  has  given 
up  the  business,  and  says  he  will  never  handle 
another  man.  Bro.  Harkness,  the  freight  agent 
and  telegrapher,  has  been  working  on  Uncle  Bob, 
and  has  at  last  converted  him. 

There  are  several  stat  ons  where  the  agents 
have  a student  as  helper.  By  the  time  our  jour- 
nal comes  out  again,  changes  will  be  made  at 
such  points. 

Another  meeting  will  be  called  before  long. 
Every  one  turn  out  that  possibly  can,  as  items  of 
importance  will  be  brought  up,  and  a large  attend* 
ance  is  desired. 

Brothers,  please  read  and  act  upon  the  circular 
letter  sent  out  by  our  president.  It  is  bus  ness 
and  is  our  duty.  Div.  Cor. 


Louisiana  Division — - 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Division 
was  held  in  New  Orleans  Saturday  night,  October 
22d,  McMahan’s  Hall.  Local  Chairman  Miller 
presided  and  about  thirty-five  of  the  boys  were 
present,  butting  in  on  all  occasions.  Enthusiasm 
was  at  a discount.  Our  goat  got  a run  for  his 
money.  Three  victims  were  present  in  the  per- 
sons of  J.  W.  Pearce,  Manchac,  La.;  F.  Phil- 
berto  and  W.  W.  Morgan,  of  New  Orleans.  They 
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were  greatly  surprised  at  the  activity  and  ag- 
gressiveness of  our  goat.  The  applications  of 
Sam  Turner,  of  Roseland,  and  A.  Julienne,  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  were  read,  and  the  brothers  were  ac- 
cepted for  membership.  Four  members  from  other 
divisions  were  transferred  to  No.  93. 

It  has  been  arranged  to  hold  meetings  every 

month  on  the  third  Saturday  night,  and  it  is 

hoped  the  boys  will  turn  out  in  full  force. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  two  good  hustlers 
at  Jackson.  Miss.,  in  the  persons  of  Bros.  W.  J. 
Thompson  and  J.  J.  Ahearn.  When  these  lads 

get  after  the  nons  there  is  something  “diding,” 
and  that’s  no  dream. 

Bro.  R.  W.  Keyes,  formerly  with  the  Postal 

at  St.  Louis,  is  now  located  in  New  Orleans,  with 
the  Postal,  and  is  doing  good  work  for  the  Order 
by  preaching  unionism  and  gathering  in  the  stray 
sheep.  Bro.  Keyes  is  fine  business. 

Bro.  Preston  Beil  late  from  the  Southern  Pacific 
in  California,  is  now  in  our  midst  doing  a few 
stunts  at  the  famous  health  resort,  Frenier,  La. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Miller  has  exchanged  positions  with 
Bro.  O’Hara,  “BX,”  the  former  coming  to  “ED" 
and  latter  going  to  “MO.” 

Bro.  Riley  Boswell  is  the  Ward  McAllister  of 
the  division.  You  can  hear  the  ladies  when  they 
pass  the  window  at  “BD”  say,  “Oh.  ain’t  he  just 
too  lovely!”  “KX”  is  from  County  Clare,  Ire- 
land. 

Bro.  E.  S.  Moon  is  now  a full-fledged  train 
dispatcher  at  McComb,  and  is  working  one  of 
the  hardest  tricks  in  the  office.  “Y”  can  always 
02  the  goods. 

Bro.  K.  S.  Moffat,  assistant  local  chairman  on 
the  Yazoo  district,  has  been  relieved  by  Bro. 
O’Neal  on  account  of  sickness. 

Bro.  H.  P.  Hungate,  agent  Osyka,  is  off  on 
extended  leave  af  absence,  taking  in  the  sights, 
and  is  relieved  by  Bro.  Bee. 

Understand  the  block  system  will  soon  be  in- 
stalled in  this  division,  which  will  give  employment 
to  about  thirty-five  additional  telegraphers. 

Div.  Cor. 


Southern  Pacific  Ry. 

T.  & N.  O.  Division — 

For  fear  the  best  division  on  the  entire  Southern 
Pacific  System  should  be  taken  for  one  of  the 
“has  beens,”  I’ll  see  if  there  is  noF  some  way 
to  disillusion  those  of  you  who  might  have  thought 

so. 

The  fact  is,  business  is  and  has  been  so  good 
that  one  can  hardly  find  the  time  to  write,  even  a 
line,  to  the  best  monthly  journal  on  earth.  Espe 
cially  is  this  so  when  there  is  always  something 
doing  in  the  grievance  department,  necessitating 
the  writing  of  letters  to  the  extent  of  one’s  other- 
wise leisure  time;  not  that  we  have  any  compla:nt 
to  offer  along  this  line,  or  any  serious  g ievances 
to  worry  over,  but  no  mat  er  they  must  be  at- 
tended to,  and  it  takes  time  to  do  it;  hence,  my 
silence  in  the  past. 

Leo  is  again  back  to  work  after  his  enforced 
vacation.  Seems  some  one  else  made  an  erroneous 
statement. 


Men  have  been  so  scarce  that  hardly  haf 
of  the  boys  who  wanted  to  have  been  able  to  get 
off,  but  some  of  them  have  been  to  the  great 
Fair,  and  those  who  have  returned  say  it’s  there, 
but  too  great  to  see. 

Hayes  and  Cook,  from  Liberty,  spent  thirty 
days  at  Marlin,  pronounce  it  superior  to  any 
resort  for  regaining  health.  Ye  scribe  is  doing 
the  needful  in  the  way  of  depot  agent,  and  have 
about  broken  into  the  business  again  after  sling- 
ing blue  lightning  for  more  than  two  years. 

E.  B.  Hill,  an  erstwhile  Santa  Fe,  is  with  us 
as  agent  at  Crosby,  relieving  Scott,  who  has  been 
sick.  Hill  needs  no  introduction  to  the  boys  over 
here,  except  to  say  that  he  was  general  chairman 
on  the  Katy  before  her  present  troubles  arose. 

Harry  Chapman  is  back  at  his  post  as  night  man 
at  Liberty,  after  being  sick,  which  we  think  was 
brought  on  by  overwork  at  Trawick,  as  he  sent  in 
so  many  overtime  slips  they  threatened  to  close 
the  station. 

Bro.  J.  T.  Thompson,  is  now  the  whole  thing  at 
Trawick,  having  given  up  Galveston  for  the  “tall 
timber.” 

F.  C.  Williar  has  given  up  his  station  at  Kemp, 

to  try  the  “Sea  Wall  City”  during  the  winter. 
There’s  one  of  two  things:  If  it  don’t  suit  him 

he  can  go  back  out  on  the  line  and  run  a station 
with  the  best  men  from  anywhere. 

Clyde  Armstrong  has  just  received  the  sad 
intelligence  that  his  mother  is  dying  at  Ft.  Worth, 
and  has  gone  there  post  haste. 

Maxwell,  who  has  been  doing  a man’s  work  at 
“BE”  for  the  past  twelve  months,  has  lately  mar 
ried,  the  lucky  one  being  a popular  young  lady 
of  Beaumont.  Here’s  congratulations.  Max;  may 
your  shadow  never  grow  less. 

Lewis,  is  at  present  working  at  Beaumont  Yard, 
nights.  Can’t  find  out  what  has  become  of  the 
inimitable  Allie.  Emery,  does  any  one  know? 

Mrs.  McFarland  will  return  from  an  extended 
trip  north,  and  once  more  resume  the  cares  and 
worries  incident  to  railroad  life  within  the  next 
few  days.  Let  us  hope  that  her  trip  has  been 
what  she  deserves  for  fighting  mosquitoes  so 
long. 

Miss  Florence  Johnson  will  accompany  her,  and 
will  be  installed  as  agent  at  China  soon  after  her 
arrival. 

Several  new  faces  lately  that  we  have  not  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting,  but  they  are  all  in  line 
so  no  anxiety  due  on  that  score. 

Will  get  up  a full  report  by  next  month.  If 
there  is  any  one  on  the  division  who  would  like 
to  have  the  thankless  job  of  division  correspond- 
ent, I’d  like  to  hear  from  him  under  personal 
cover,  as  I’ve  searched  high  and  low.  Better 
speak  up,  or  when  I get  out  to  Gladys  I’ll  worry 
you  with  my  own  prose.  By  the  time  you  read 
this  1 will  be  in  St.  Louis,  if  the  fa*es  arc  kind 
enough  to  permit  me  to  get  away  from  here.  Go- 
ing up  there  ostensibly  to  see  the  Fair,  but  I 
don’t  mind  letting  you  know  that  it’s  to  give 
Bro.  Perham  a scheme  to  win  the  Katy  strike, 
and  if  you’ll  be  good  and  not  let  it  out,  don’t  mind 
telling  you  now.  Perhaps  it  may  have  a familiar 
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ring  in  it,  especially  to  those  soldiers  of  Division 
22  who  have  won  for  themselves  and  us  fame 
which  will  be  as  enduring  as  time  itself.  When 
I’m  closeted  with  our  most  worthy  president,  I’ll 
whisper  to  him  so  low  that  Mr.  Allen  will  never 
hear  “Re  energetic.  Keep  knocking.” 

Your  Local  Chairman. 


Coast  District — 

On  Saturday  evening,  October  8,  1964,  in  Al- 
cazar Building,  130  O’Farrell  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  was  held  a meeting  of  the  members 
of  this  district,  at  which  quite  a number  of  the 
hoys  were  present,  notwithstanding  the  inclement 
weather,  which  probably  accounts  for  the  absence 
of  a few  of  those  who  usually  are  on  hand.  Vari- 
ous topics  of  interest  were  discussed,  and  reports 
from  the  general  secretary  and  treasurer  and 
general  chairman  were  read,  showing  the  division 
to  be  in  a most  satisfactory  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  go  into  detail 
here,  as  the  regular  quarterly  report  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  membership  by  this  time. 
However,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  not  see 
a copy  of  the  report  referred  to,  I will  state  that 
since  the  issuance  of  the  last  quarterly  report 
all  members  of  the  organization  on  the  O.  S.  L. 
and  O.  R.  & N.  Railroads,  together  with  those 
on  the  Union  Pacific  west  of  Green  River,  have 
been  transferred  to,  and  are  now  members  of 
Division  No.  53,  making  this  the  largest  division 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  membership  on  the  coast  district  will 
see  to  it  that  the  excellent  record  made  thus  far 
in  the  matter  of  securing  all  worthy  non-members 
will  be  maintained,  and  in  this  manner  doing  all 
in  our  power  to  continue  Division  No.  53  as  the 
banner  division. 

The  absorption  of  the  above  mentioned  system 
by  this  division  has  made  necessary  a slight  change 
in  our  by-laws,  and  representation  on  the  general 
committee  has  been  increased  ifrom  seven  to 
eleven  members.  Recognizing  the  importance  of 
the  coast  district,  the  general  committee  has  ap- 
pointed Local  Chairman  A.  S.  Linnell  an  assistant 
general  chairman,  to  serve  until  the  next  regular 
election,  which  will  be  held  about  the  first  month 
of  the  coming  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
members  of  -this  district  will  be  sufficiently  care- 
ful of  their  own  interests  to  see  that  a representa- 
tive from  this  district  is  elected  to  the  position 
of  assistant  general  chairman  at  the  coming  elec- 
tion. Members  should  take  a deep  interest  in 
these  elections,  and  elect  to  office  men  who  will 
be  ever  on  the  lookout  for  the  welfare  of  the 
organization.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
assistant  general  chairmen  comprise  the  general 
committee,  and  that  the  general  committee  is  the 
“schedule-making  body,”  and  that  it  therefore 
behooves  us  to  have  upon  said  committee  a man 
from  our  midst  who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
conditions,  eo  when  the  blank  ballots  reach  you, 
don’t  throw  them  in  the  waste  paper  basket,  and 
afterwards  when  things  are  not  arranged  to  your 
liking  kick  at  everybody,  but  vote  for  the  candi- 


date from  your  own  district,  and  if  he  doesn't 
make  good  kick  at  him. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  reinstatement 
of  Bro.  W.  B.  Stuqrt  as  agent  at  Sargent. 

Owing  to  Bro.  J.  T.  Wardenburg  having  left 
the  service,  Bro.  R.  H.  Shane  has  been  appointed 
local  committeeman. 


No  doubt  grand  officers’  circular  calling  for  a 
contribution  amounting  to  five  per  cent  of  your 
salary  has  been  received  by  all  members,  and 
I hope  it  will  be  complied  with  as  promptly  as 
possible.  Working  as  we  are  under  such  favorable 
conditions,  as  compared  with  our  brothers  on  some 
of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  roads,  we  should 
feel  no  hesitancy  in  rendering  to  our  Katy  broth- 
ers, who  are  striving  for  conditions  a little  less 
onerous,  all  the  aid  within  our  power,  even  though 
sacrifice  be  necessary. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  banquet  held  last 
May  was  quite  a success,  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  all  present  at  our  last  meeting  that 
another  would  be  in  order.  However,  it  was 
suggested  that  this  time  the  Western  Division 
be  asked  to  join  with  us  in  making  the  affair 
one  long  to  be  remembered,  and  in  accordance 
with  such  ideas  the  matter  is  being  taken  up  with 
the  boys  on  the  Western,  and  I have  no  doubt 
satisfactory  arrangements  will  be  effected.  At 
our  last  banquet  there  were  probably  forty  or 
fifty  of  the  beys  present,  and  1 have  yet  to  find 
one  who  was  so  fortunate  as  ro  have  been  pres- 
ent, who  did  not  have  a splendid  time.  In  fact, 
some  of  them  could  not  even  remember  the  time. 
The  coming  event  will,  if  possible,  be  gotten  up  in 
most  elaborate  shape,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
bring  out  a much  larger  attendance.  The  affair 
wiH  no  doubt  have  to  be  financed  in  the  same 
manner  as  was  the  last  one — by  popular  subscrip- 
tion— and  this  advance  notice  is  given  that  all 
hands  ^ may  be  sure  to  put  all  of  their  “overs” 
in  the  “kitty,”  to  remain  there  until  the  subscrip- 
tion list  reaches  you.  It  is  probable  that  the 
affair  will  not  take  place  until  along  about  the 
last  of  January,  1905,  but  as  it  is  our  desire  to 
eclipse  anything  that  has  gone  before,  either  on 
this  or  any  other  division,  we  are  starting  early, 
that  all  arrangements  may  be  completed  in  ample 
time.  To  those  of  you  who  were  not  with  us 
last  time,  I want  to  say  that  you  missed  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  evenings  of  your  life.  Don’t 
miss  another.  To  those  who  were  with  us  last 
time — well,  I hardly  think  it  possible  to  keep 
them  away. 

It  was  also  suggested  at  our  last  meeting  that 
it  would  be  well  to  initiate  at  our  next  meeting 
any  candidate  for  membership  available,  but  un- 
less we  hold  some  one  over  until  that  time,  or 
some  new  material  appears,  I have  a fear  there 
will  be  no  one  left  upon  whom  to  “operate.”  Non- 
members on  this  division  are  becoming  a curiosity, 
and  I hope  it  is  a question  of  but  a very  short 
time  until  there  will  not  be  a single  “curiosity” 
left.  I never  could  understand  how  a man  could 
be  so  dead  to  his  own  interests  as  to  remain 
without  the  Order,  and  J am  hegrtily  glad  to  ob- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1428 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


serve  that  the  tardy  ones  are  at  last  seeking  their 
salvation. 

The  matter  of  forming  some  sort  of  an  auxil- 
iary, such  as  is  the  rule  with  nearly  every  fra- 
ternal organization  for  social  purposes,  was  dis- 
cussed briefly,  but  as  the  time  was  short  nothing 
definite  was  decided  upon.  Such  an  auxiliary, 
with  a good  lively  initiating  team,  would  furnish 
no  end  of  amusement  occasionally,  and  I think 
would  tend  to  create  an  interest  in  and  attract 
members  to  our  meetings.  Of  course,  it  is  beyond 
dispute  that  the  members  should  be  sufficiently 
interested  in  their  organization  to  attend  meet- 
ings without  any  particular  amusement  being  pro- 
vided, but  the  fact  remains  that  a good  percentage 
of  them  do  not,  and  anything  that  will  induce 
that  percentage  to  do  so  occasionally  is  exactly 
what  we  are  looking  for.  At  our  next  regular 
meeting  the  matter  will  be  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  if  possible  some  action  will  be  taken. 

It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  note  the  increased 
and  increasing  volume  of  traffic  handled  over  the 
coa9t  division,  and  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
it  is  being  handled,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
each  and  every  member  of  this  organization  will 
show  his  appreciation  of  the  kindly  manner  in 
which  the  officials  of  this  fair  dealing  company 
have  treated  its  members  by  giving  in  service  the 
very  best  of  which  they  are  capable. 

Remember  that  every  worthy  telegrapher  who 
has  had  the  proper  amount  of  experience  as  such, 
is  eligible  to  membership  in  this  organization,  and 
you  are  appointed  a committee  to  secure  them. 

Fraternally, 

F.  Shaver,  Local  Secretary. 


Wilmington  Div,  No.  58. 

It  seems  as  though  we  telegraphers  of  the 
Maryland  Division  are  somewhat  late  in  regards 
to  keeping  one  another  posted  in  old  ^Jo.  58, 
through  our  valuable  medium,  The  Telegrapher, 
which  I hail  with  delight  every  issue. 

At  our  last  regular  meeting,  October  18th,  we 
received  four  new  members,  one  an  old  and  re- 
liable man,  who  works  train  sheet,  and  three 
others  to  help  swell  the  ranks.  The  Maryland 
and  Delaware  Divisions  are  practically  solid  to  a 
man,  and  few,  if  any,  students.  We  have  one 
student  north  of  Wilmington,  but  he  is  O.  K., 
and  promises  to  come  in  out  of  the  cold  very  soon. 
We  want  to  wake  up  and  stay  so,  even  as  those  in 
power  do,  who  work  and  scheme  day  and  half 
the  night  to  formulate  plans  whereby  they  can 
get  things  their  own  way.  The  only  remedy  is 
one  concentrated  and  unanimous  adherence  to 
the  mandates  of  our  noble  O.  R.  T.  Attend  our 
meetings  once  a month,  and  I am  sure  you  will 
not  begrudge  the  loss  of  a few  hours  rest  in  so 
doing,  and  not  be  afraid  to  express  your  senti- 
ments freely.  It  has  been  well  and  aptly  said, 
“In  numbers  3nd  co-operation  there  is  strength.” 
Grant  us  that  we  as  brothers  in  a common  cause 
may  realize  this  truth,  and  be  governed  accord- 
ingly for  our  own  and  families’  sake  and  home. 
We  must  use  our  own  mentality  and  best  and 


earnest  efforts  to  maintain.  Can  we  do  it  on 
present  conditions  now  existing?  I am  tired  of 
hearing  of  a $75  minimum.  Get  solid  by  keep- 
ing the  nons  agitated,  and  then  strike  when  the 
iron  is  hot,  for  eight  hours  at  principal  points, 
and  remuneration  in  proportion  to  less  heavy 
towers  and  stations. 

Trusting  our  esteemed  editor  will  be  lenient, 
and  not  consign  this  to  oblivion  (waste  basket), 
I will  cut  out  with  a parting  injunction  to  give 
good,  just  and  intelligent  service,  and  be  vigilant 
and  alert.  “Vesuvius." 


Fredericksburg  Div.  No.  125. 

Call  meeting  of  Division  125,  Wednesday,  Octo- 
ber 1 2th,  First  Vice-President  Bosch en  in  the 
chair,  with  very  fair  attendance,  but  not  half 
as  many  as  promised  to  come.  Chief  Thompson 
absent,  with  the  good  Bible  excuse  of  old,  “Have 
just  married  and  can  not  be  present  to-night.” 

Since  our  organization  never  have  we  had  as 
fine  a meeting  as  we  held  on  the  night  of  the  12th, 
and  the  town  bell  had  chimed  the  hour  of  mid- 
night ere  we  decided  to  adjourn  so  that  visiting 
brothers  could  get  a few  hours’  rest  before  resum- 
ing duty. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  could  not  be  pres- 
ent, will  say  you  missed  a treat. 

Briefly,  some  of  the  notes  of  the  meeting: 

Three  applications  received,  ballotted  on  and 
accepted  Requests  for  two  more  sets  of  blank* 
to  be  mailed,  at  once. 

Committees  appointed  to  see  every  non,  carry- 
ing a set  of  papers  with  them,  and  with  instruc- 
tions to  bring  back  his  scalp  at  the  next  meeting 
in  November. 

The  goat  is  preparing  to  give  a good  entertain- 
ment to  all  who  attend  the  next  meeting.  Come 
out  and  enjoy  the  fun,  boys. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  W.  S.  members,  who  can 
not  attend,  account  of  had  train  connection,  the 
advisability  of  holding  a meeting  in  Alexandria 
was  discussed,  but  on  motion  made  and  seconded 
it  was  placed  on  the  table  until  next  meeting,  to 
see  if  we  could  get  a hall  in  “HD”  to  hold  our 
meetings. 

A letter  received  from  an  old  O.  R.  T.  member 
in  Indiana,  who  has  had  to  give  up  the  biz  account 
of  sickness  and  deafness,  asking  for  assis:  -nee 
to  keep  body  and  soul  together,  and  his  little  ones 
with  him  Our  secretary  instructed  to  investigate, 
and  if  worthy,  to  render  assistance.  This  is  a 
worthy  cause,  brothers. 

One  of  our  former  members,  and  an  old  telegra- 
pher, “down  and  out.”  He  needs  the  lielpi*1^ 
hand.  Won't  others  volunteer? 

For  further  information,  write  S.  & T.  Div  > 00 
125,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Some  of  our  grievances  were  a’so  diossed. 
chief  among  them  the  app'ica  ion  of  t!.»  sriucriy 
rule  and  vacation  time.  The.e  mn;:er  will  be 
thoroughly  sifted  at  the  next  mec.r/.  ■')  core 
out,  boys,  one  and  all.  You  are  interested  in 
this. 
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One  of  die  good  brothers  who  has  been  in  the 
service  of  the  road  for  nearly  a score  of  yea~s, 
said  this  was  the  first  year  he  had  not  rece  ved 
a vacation,  and  that  it  went  very  hard  with  him. 

No  sickness  reported.  Meeting  adjourned. 

Have  just  learned  of  the  da  ing  assault  and 
robbery  of  Bro.  Allen,  of  Accotirk  a few  nights 
ago,  while  on  his  way  to  h s fireside  after  work. 
He  is  reported  to  be  very  badly  hurt.  The  sym- 
pathy of  Div.  125  extended,  and  hopes  for  a 
speedy  recovery. 

Assault  supposed  to  have  been  committed  by 
some  of  the  I.alian  la1  orers  in  the  ra  lroad  tamp 
close  by.  Get  your  gun,  “EA,”  and  go  dago 
hunting. 

Bro.  Tom  Cussous,  of  “HN,”  off  account  of  his 
crippled  leg  giving  him  trouble.  Tom  has  never 
entirely  recovered  from  the  fall  he  had  last 
winter. 

Bro.  M.  T.  Beasley  showed  up  at  our  last  meet- 
ing with  a fare  full  of  smiles.  Good  boy,  “MB.” 
Close  'em  up  every  time,  and  come  with  the  boys. 

Rice!  Rice!  Rice!  Really  it  looked  like  a 
small  snow.  The  send  off  Bro.  “FI*’  and  his  bride 
received  was  grand.  The  presents  were  numerous 
and  handsome,  notably  among  them  a silver  serv- 
ice by  Division  125.  Let  us  see  who  will  be  next. 
Cupid  has  got'en  in  some  fine  work  this  year. 
Three  or  four  of  the  boys  that  are  badly  smitten 
were  paying  very  strict  attention  to  the  services, 
and  it  is  rumored  they  will  become  benedicts  in 
the  near  future.  How  about  it,  Femey,  old  boy? 

As  yet  several  of  the  boys  are  delinquent 
What  is  the  matter,  fellows?  Keep  in  line.  Don't 
be  lagging  behind  now.  We  need  all  of  you. 
Have  you  remitted  for  the  M.,  K.  & T.  strike  yet? 
If  not,  do  so  at  once.  Do  you  realize  what 
this  victory  means  for  the  O.  R.  T.?  Remember 
your  motto,  “No  cards  no  favors.” 

Will  cut  out  now,  or  this  will  be  late,  and  will 
not  be  in  line  for  next  month. 

Haffy  Jack. 


Camden  Dlv.  No.  84. 

Bro.  W.  C.  Riley,  agent  at  Sea  Isle  City,  re- 
turned to  duty  September  29th,  after  taking  in 
the  St.  Louis  Exposition.  Bro.  F.  W.  Dever, 
acting  in  Bro.  Riley’s  place.  The  latter  reports 
having  a fine  time  at  St.  Louis,  and  speaks  very 
highly  of  the  courtesy  shown  him  by  the  West- 
ern brethren.  This  is  just  and  proper,  and  we 
are  glad  to  say  the  same  conditions  are  becoming 
more  pronounced  through  the  East. 

Mr.  A.  Edwards,  agent  at  Ocean  City,  was  ab- 
sent a few  days  attending  court,  during  the  week 
ending  September  30th.  Bro.  Bates  was  holding 
down  the  seaside  resort  during  his  absence,  and 
it  goes  without  saying  that  he  did  it  to  perfection. 
There  is  one  thing  you  can’t  do,  though,  Benny, 
this  is  land  “RO.” 

There  is  a rumor  afloat  that  our  genial  con- 
ductor, O.  J.  McCann,  is  going  to  take  unto  him- 
self a wife.  The  O.  R.  T.  boys  join  in  wishing 
him  a happy  and  prosperous  life,  and  “Mac,”  it 
is  hoped  you  will  not  let  the  fair  one  so  occupy 


your  thoughts  and  consume  your  time,  that  you 
will  not  be  ready  to  speak  a good  word  for  the 
O.  R.  T.,  as  you  have  done  in  the  pa9t. 

There  has  been  considerable  dissension  on  the 
part  of  some  of  our  men  during  the  season  just 
closed,  owing  to  the  dispatchers  holding  them 
for  extra  movements.  Brethren,  this  is  uncalled 
for.  We  have  as  good  a set  of  dispatchers  as 
ever  manipulated  a key,  who  would  not  keep  you 
a minute  overtime  if  it  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Why  not  show  that  you  are  true  blue,  and 
be  ready  to  assist  without  always  kicking,  and 
render  the  best  service  possible. 

If  promises  amount  to  anything,  we  can  get  the 
goat  in  shape  in  October  for  several  boys  off 
lower  end  of  Cape  May  division,  and  don’t  think 
the  animal  would  balk  if  some  more  of  the  “KN’’ 
force  would  try  his  mysteries. 

Manumuskin  has  been  installed  with  interlock- 
ing, and  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  our  committee 
has  waited  on  the  proper  authorities,  to  see  that 
the  general  manager’s  instructions  are  carried 
out,  or  satisfactory  provisions  made. 

Bro.  Bates  is  filling  in  vacation  time  at  Wine- 
land,  after  which  he  will  return  to  his  winter 
quarters  at  Haddonfield. 

Bros.  F.  K.  Lehman  and  A.  A.  Craig,  of  the 
dispatcher’s  office,  spent  their  vacation  at  the 
St.  Louis  Exposition.  Any  particulars  about  the 
trip  may  be  bad  free  of  charge  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Division  84. 

Train  dispatcher  E.  '^Coleman  accompanied 
his  friends,  Mr.  Cartilege  and  son,  on  a gunning 
expedition  to  Bricksboro,  on  Mr.  Cartlege’s  launch 
“Marguerite.”  Many  rail  and  reed  birds  were 
bagged,  but  their  experience  during  the  hurri- 
cane of  September  14th  seems  to  be  the  topic  of 
their  conversation. 

The  following  brothers  attended  the  ninth  anni- 
versary of  Division  No.  4,  at  Lancaster,  Septem- 
ber 17th:  G.  S.  Coleman,  F.  K.  Lehman,  C.  L. 

Pfleiger,  C.  Pancoast,  U.  W.  Smith,  Joe  Craig, 
W.  J.  Smith,  H.  S.  Paulding,  Frank  Ackley  and 
B.  F.  Sykes. 

Bro.  R Keown  has  been  appointed  chief  ticket 
clerk  at  Atlantic  City,  vice  Thos.  Grace,  who  has 
left  the  employ  of  the  company,  for  a position  in 
an  Atlantic  City  bank. 

Mr.  J.  Alexander,  agent  at  Clayton,  has  joined 
our  ranks.  “AR”  was  hard  to  land,  but  we  are 
glad  to  have  him  with  us.  Cert.  185. 


North  Adams,  Mass.,  Div.  No.  139. 


IN  MEMCtilAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleaded  our  heavenly  Father, 
in  his  infinite  wisdom,  to  «m1!  from  our  midst  our 
brother,  Martin  H.  Viets,  and  while  we  humbly 
submit  to  bis  will,  knowing  and  believing  that  he 
doeth  all  things  well,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  exceedingly  regret  the  sad 
and  untimely  death  of  our  beloved  brother,  who 
was  a faithful  and  active  member  or  our  Order; 
be  it  further 

Resolved , That  Division  No.  139,  of  the  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  extend  to  the  bereaved 
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family  of  our  late  brother  our  deepest  sympahy, 
and  that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented 
to  them,  and  also  placed  on  the  minutes  of  our 
record  book,  and  a copy  sent  to  our  official  journal 
for  publication. 

Guy  A.  Johnson, 

Charles  K.  Potter, 

Arthur  B.  Pitney. 

Committee. 


C.  & N.  W.  Ry. 

Ashland  Division — 

All  who  missed  the  meeting  at  Appleton  missed 
the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  meeting  yet 
held  on  the  south  end.  General  Chairman  Bro. 
Troy  was  present  and  told  of  the  general  condi- 
tion of  Division  76,  which  is  now  the  largest 
system  division  in  the  United  States,  Canada  or 
Mexico.  We  now  have  in  the  neighborhood  of 
2,100  members,  and  still  increasing.  Bro.  Troy 
always  proves  to  be  an  interesting  talker,  and 
as  he  does  not  meet  with  us  more  than  once  or 
twice  a year,  all  members  should  make  an  effort 
to  attend  the  meeting,  and  show  him  you  are 
alive.  There  is  no  good  excuse  why  the  majority 
of  you  can  not  attend  a meeting  once  a month, 
or  once  in  two  months.  Occasionally  a station 
is  found  where  it  is  impossible  to  get  away.  The 
brothers  should  locate  these  stations  and  some  one 
where  two  or  three  telegraphers  arc  employed 
should  volunteer  to  relieve  these  men  occasionally 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  attend  these  meet- 
ings. We  were  sorry  to  miss  the  smiling  counte- 
nance of  Bro.  Young,  but  understand  he  has  gone 
into  business,  but  we  are  glad  to  learn  he  still 
holds  an  up  to  date.  Try  and  come  up  next 
time.  Willy. 

H.  A.  Kuehl,  formerly  a brother,  is  now  located 
at  Cato.  Hope  to  have  him  with  us  soon. 

We  are  now  pleased  to  call  Ramsdell,  at  Suring, 
brother. 

Bro.  Flansburg,  of  Appleton,  is  enjoying  a well- 
earned  vacation.  We  have  not  learned  who  re- 
lieved him. 

Bro.  Barkman,  of  Gillett,  away  on  vacation,  be- 
ing relieved  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  of  Fenwood. 

Bro.  Laughlin,  of  Marion,  has  been  away  on 
a month's  vacation,  being  relieved  by  J.  F.  Mc- 
Donough, who  we  expect  to  call  brother  soon. 

P.  Daily,  of  Tigerton,  has  been  convinced  he 
was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  fence,  and  is  now  a 
brother. 

Bro.  Quadc,  of  Pelican,  has  been  relieving  Bro, 
Bruss,  of  Three  Lakes. 

Bro.  J.  S.  Eva,  at  “WH,”  Kankanna  office,  has 
at  last  joined  the  Benedicts.  We  all  congratu- 
late “J.”  and  are  looking  for  the  cigars. 

Bro.  Bryant  took  his  departure  from  Whitcomb 
recently.  We  understand  he  has  embarked  in 
the  machine  business  in  Illinois.  We  wish  him 
the  best  of  success.  A.  P.  Homrig  now  holds 
the  position  of  agent,  and  hope  to  soon  call  him 
brother. 

Bro.  Ramey  was  called  away  from  Wausau  by 
illness  of  his  mother,  being  relieved  by  Bro. 


Krumrey.  We  hope  “N”  can  soon  return  to 
work. 

With  one  exception  the  Oconta  and  Wabeno 
branches  are  solid.  We  hope  the  brothers  on 
these  branches  will  do  a little  missionary  work, 
and  make  these  branches  solid.  No  name  will 
be  published  at  present,  but  a list  of  all  nons 
will  be  published  in  a short  time.  In  the  mean 
time  you  can  secure  list  of  all  nons  by  writing 
your  local  chairman.  If  you  wish  to  make  the 
Ashland  Division  the  banner  division  it  will  be 
necessary  to  work  in  a body,  and  not  leave  mil 
the  work  to  one  or  two  men.  There  are  a few 
who  are  still  delinquent  in  their  dues,  and  to 
insure  success  it  is  very  necessary  to  keep  the 
membership  intaot.  It  should  not  be  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  delinquents  to  that 
fact.  It  is  just  as  easy  to  pay  your  dues  first 
as  last.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  secure  from 
the  local  chairman  a list  of  all  nons  before  the 
next  issue  of  the  journal,  and  same  will  be  pub- 
lished monthly.  It  is  possible  this  list  will  not 
be  published  before  the  January  number  of  The 
Telegrapher.  It  is  strange  how  some  men  can 
work  month  after  month,  and  at  each  pay  day 
take  their  extra  $2.50  to  $15  per  and  pocket  it, 
and  are  not  willing  to  assist  in  the  advancement 
of  their  profession  to  the  amount  of  $8  per  year. 
We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
railroad  company  will  refuse  to  hire  a telegrapher 
who  does  not  carry  an  up-to-date  card. 

Drv.  Cor. 


Madison  Division — 

September  28th  last  found  quite  a few  of  the 
boys  from  various  places,  to  the  number  of  about 
twenty-five,  gathered  at  Turner  Hall,  Madison, 
for  the  meeting  which  Bro.  Schneider  had  adver- 
tised for  that  date.  Bro.  Troy  was  present,  and 
told  us  a few  things,  and  an  informal  jawing 
match  followed  his  remarks.  You  stay-at-homes 
miss  all  the  fun.  Get  a move  on,  and  come  with 
us,  learn  to  know  each  other,  and  have  a general 
good  time.  These  meetings  are  just  the  stuff  to 
liven  you  up,  and  keep  up  the  interest  in  the  Order 
and  its  good  work.  We  are  going  to  have  an- 
other before  many  days  go  by,  and  we  want  to 
see  at  least  fifty  of  you  there.  You  can  get 
there;  others  do,  so  why  not  you?  The  gentle- 
men in  Baraboo  will  do  what  they  can  for  you. 
if  you  will  ask  for  permission  to  get  away,  and 
the  necessary  transportation  will  be  forthcoming, 
we  believe.  New,  wdicn  you  get  a notice  of  a 
meeting  again,  make  up  ypur  mind  to  go.  You 
won’t  be  sorry. 

We  think  it  would  be  a good  idea  to  establish 
a board  of  arbitration  to  adjust  Bro.  K.'s  differ- 
ences with  the  reporters  who  keep  him  away  from 
that  girl  with  their  “specials.” 

The  east  end  is,  as  a general  thing,  pretty  well 
represented  at  meetings,  and  they  were  on  band 
last  time  as  usual. 

Frank  Loos,  of  the  force  at  “BA”  office,  has 
been  enjoying  his  vacation. 
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Bro.  W.  R.  Jones  has  taken  up  with  the  trou- 
bles at  Evansville,  nights,  but  says  it’s  a toss  up 
between  that  and  his  old  job,  Jeffierson  Jet. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Warner,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
has  been  enjoying  a few  days’  vacation  recently. 
He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Hilliker,  and  later 
by  R.  D.  McKenzie,  who  has  his  papers  in,  and 
who  sells  cheap  excursions  to  Janesville. 

W.  F.  Copeland,  agent  at  Jefferson  Jet.,  has 
resumed  his  labors  after  a considerable  vacation. 
Bro.  L.  D.  Brown  relieved  Mr.  Copeland. 

Bro.  C.  T.  Karr  is  now  doing  the  yard  chasing, 
and  the  snoring  at  Jefferson  Jet.,  nights,  vice 
Jones,  and  Bro.  Sunday  holds  forth  at  Waukesha, 
having  relieved  Bro.  Jones  at  that  point. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Boehm  is  again  assisting  in  the 
movement  of  trains  from  the  general  office  at  Bar- 
aboo,  and  Bro.  J.  A.  Faller  relieves  him  as  agent 
art  Oregon. 

“WD.”  Wales  Pit,  has  been  closed  after  a 
short  gravel  haul,  mainly  on  the  Wisconsin  Di- 
vision. Bro.  Graezzle  held  it  down. 

H.  T„.  Reeve,  agent  at  Waunakee,  was  away  for 
several  days,  being  relieved  by  R.  S.  McKenzie. 
We  are  still  in  hopes  of  inducing  Mr.  Reeve 
to  become  one  of  us.  McKenzie  probably  signs 
Bro.  to  his  now. 

Artie  Eisner,  the  bright  and  accommodating 
young  operator  from  Sullivan,  now  holds  forth 
as  a full-fledged  owl  at  tower  “SD,M  and  we 
presume  is  all  there. 

Miss  Jessie  Gayland,  the  manager  of  Baraboo 
city  office,  is  again  at  the  key,  after  an  absence 
of  about  two  months. 

. Bro.  Lang,  agent  Ipswich,  is  again  pounding 
his  KZ’s  after  three  weeks  on  the  retired  list, 
part  of  which  was  spent  hunting  in  Dakota.  Ed.’s 
hunting  stories  excel  modern  fish  stories. 

Mr.  McKenzie  relieved  Bro.  Lang  at  Ipswich, 
and  sold  the  Adams  standard  tobacco  during 
Lang’s  absence.  Latest  reports  are  to  the  effect 
that  some  worthy  brother  has  at  last  thrown  a 
switch  ahead  of  Mr.  McKenzie,  and  that  gentle- 
man is  now  pulling  into  clear.  The  O.  R.  T.  is 
a good,  long,  siding,  room  for  all.  Come  on  boys, 
early  and  avoid  the  rush. 

Bro.  Koch  was  the  only  west  ender  at  the  meet- 
ing, and  says  the  rest  of  the  boys  on  that  end 
of  the  pike  missed  a very  pleasant  time. 

Bro.  Lathrop  resumed  work  on  October  ist, 
after  an  illness  of  over  five  months. 

Mr.  W.  E Smart,  returned  to  his  home  at 
Podgeville  after  filling  Bro.  Lathrop’s  shoes  at 
Edmund  during  his  illness.  Sorry  we  can  not 
put  the  proper  prefix  before  Mr.  Smart’s  name. 
Won’t  some  kind  brother  please  show  him  how 
easily  it  is  done.  Don’t  all  speak  at  once. 

Bro.  Fischer,  at  Fennimore,  is  'worrying  less. 
They  put  in  telegraph  block  system  in  effect  on 
the  Narrow  Gauge.  They  need  it  there.  Some 
engincman  might  spit  in  conductor’s  eye  going 
around  those  curves. 

Telephone  block  is  now  being  used  at  Lancaster 
Jet.,  Montfort  Jet.,  and  Platteville.  Bros.  Cronk, 
Lang  and  Fischer  playing  the  role  of  hello  girls. 


They  are  pretty  good  looking  girls  all  right.  Won- 
der what  fellow  will  be  lucky? 

Bro.  Cronk  got  the  prize  for  busiest  man  on 
the  division,  and  he  deserves  it. 

Bro.  Hooper,  at  Livingston,  has  a Yetman  type- 
writer, but  doesn’t  use  it  on  the  wire.  Connect 
it  up  old  boy,  and  prove  that  it  isn’t  a fake. 

Bro.  Bass,  of  Benton,  is  enjoying  a trip  down 
the  Pike  at  St.  Louis,  Bro.  Stephens  relieving 
him.  Div.  Cor. 


Jowa  Division — 

Bro.  Roe  returned  to  work  at  “AO”  tower, 
Arion,  days,  after  a month’s  much  needed  rest. 
Says  he  did  get  much  rest  though,  but  we  can 
all  smoke  at  next  meeting.  It's  a bay.  Bro. 
Hoke,  who  has  been  relieving  him,  went  to 
“JC”  tower,  Jefferson,  to  relieve  Bro.  Schertz, 
nights,  who  has  taken  unto  himself  a better  half. 
Well,  here’s  good  luck  to  both  of  you. 

A very  sad  accident  occurred  at  Ralston  Sep- 
tember 24th,  in  which  Bro.  Hal  Russell  lost  his 
life.  He  caught  an  extra  out  of  Scranton  that 
morning,  intending  to  get  off  on  hill  west  of 
Ralston,  where  he  was  going  to  visit  friends. 
In  his  attempt  to  get  off  of  the  engine  he  was 
thrown  under  and  both  limbs  below  the  knees 
were  cut  off.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at 
Carroll,  where  he  died  in  about  an  hour.  His 
brother,  Paul  Russell,  mother  and  sister  reached 
Carroll  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  and  Sunday 
accompanied  the  remains  to  Cromwell,  la.,  where 
he  was  taken  for  burial.  He  had  a host  of 
friends  at  Ralston,  where  he  was  night  telegrapher 
for  about  three  years,  and  was  very  highly  spoken 
of. 

Our  regular  meeting  at  Carroll  has  been  post- 
poned until  the  21st  of  this  month.  Will  not  be 
able  to  give  any  account  of  it  this  time. 

Bro.  I.  A.  Goff  returned  to  work  after  a few 
weeks’  vacation.  Bro.  F.  Smith  relieving  him. 

Bro.  O.  W.  Talbert,  agent  Orson,  is  laying 
off  for  a few  weeks,  reieved  by  C.  E.  Churchill. 
Understand  Churchill  sent  in  his  application  pa- 
pers and  dues,  but  don’t  know  whether  he  has 
received  card  yet  or  not. 

J.  A.  McClanahan,  agent  Herring,  has  seni 
in  his  application  papers  and  dues,  but  do  not 
know  as  to  whether  he  has  received  his  card  yet. 

Bro.  F.  Smith  went  to  Lohrville  to  fill  vacancy 
while  the  auditor  gets  time  to  check  in  the  new 
agent.  Bro.  Reed  resigned;  understand  he  is 
going  into  other  biz.  Good  luck  to  him. 

Bro.  Willard,  agent  Calif  Jet.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed agent  at  Lohrville,  by  bulletin. 

Bro.  Russell,  agent  at  Schleswig,  is  to  be  teleg- 
rapher at  Sac  City,  by  bulletin. 

Bro.  W.  I.  Grush,  who  has  been  cashier  at 
Wall  Lake,  to  take  his  place.  Mr.  Surber,  lately 
from  learning  the  business  at  Moorhead,  to  take 
his  place. 

California  Jet.  was  awarded  to  Bro.  Durbin  as 
agent,  by  bulletin,  who  has  been  the  night  man 
for  some  time. 

Div.  Cor. 
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Dakota  Division — 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  been  exception- 
ally busy  through  the  month  of  October,  we  are 
unable  to  give  much  of  a write-up. 

Several  have  spoken  in  regard  to  holding  a 
meeting,  but  they  were  brothers  who  were  in  a 
position  to  attend  all  the  meetings  at  any  time. 

Pro.  Paulsen,  however,  assures  us  a good  meet- 
ing for  some  time  in  the  near  future. 

Bro.  R.  L.  Marrette  and  wife,  of  Gattysburg, 
took  a vacation,  taking  in  the  World’s  Fair  at 
St.  Louis.  Mr.  Kngliking,  formerly  of  the  C.,  M. 
& St.  P.  Ry.,  relieving  him.  Mr.  Engliking  went 
to  Centerville  to  relieve  Bro.  Odell  for  a week 
or  two. 

Bro.  E.  A.  Lawler,  agent  Zeli,  enjoyed  a vaca- 
tion of  a few  days’  length  visiting  in  Blunt.  Mr. 
Collins  relieved  him. 

Bro.  Graham,  of  Kampaska,  relieved  Bro.  E.  L. 
Stewart,  at  Aberdeen,  and  Stewart  went  to  Huron, 
“A”  office,  as  telegrapher. 

Bro.  Carl  relieved  Bro.  Graham  at  Kampseka. 

Bro.  Swift  returned  to  Castlewood  after  having 
been  on  a vacation  of  some  length.  Bro.  Moore, 
the  relief  agent,  went  to  Hetland  to  relieve  Bro. 
Goodfellow,  who  went  out  to  Faulkton  to  see  his 
claim,  and  then  to  Oakes  to  visit  with  friends. 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Watertown,  is  relieving  agent  at 
Dempster. 

Bro.  Roy  Cameron,  lately  of  the  D.  M.  & N. 
and  D.  & I.  R.  Rys.,  is  back  at  his  old  position, 
night,  at  Brookings.  It  was  a double  entry  for 
he  brought  a wife  home  with  him. 

Bro.  E.  Finnerty,  who  has  been  working  at 
Brookings  until  lately,  is  now  located  at  Lake 
Benton,  nights. 

Mr.  Maxwell,  formerly  of  the  Penn,  lines  at 
Columbus,  O.,  relieved  Mr.  Engliking  at  Tyler, 
Minn.,  nights. 

Mr.  D.  A.  Stewart,  agent  Redfield,  went  to 
St.  Louis  to  see  the  Fair,  relieved  by  Mr.  Case, 
of  Redfield. 

Bro.  Mattes,  formerly  at  Redfield,  resigned,  and 
is  now  working  for  the  Coe  Commission  Co.,  at 
Redfield,  as  manager. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Garman  has  the  night  trick  at  Bala- 
ton. He  came  from  Maryland. 

Bro.  Stedman  is  now  working  the  night  job  at 
Oakes,  and  says  he  likes  it. 

Div.  Cor. 

Northern  Wisconsin  Division — 

The  joint  meeting  of  the  Northern  Wisconsin 
and  Ashland  Divisions,  which  was  held  at  Apple- 
ton,  September  29th,  was  largely  attended,  and 
the  comments  which  were  heard  over  the  wire 
next  day  show  that  the  boys  who  were  there  en- 
joyed it  immensely,  and  those  who  were  not  there 
know  that  they  missed  a rare  treat,  as  we  had 
with  us  our  own  local  chairman,  Bro.  Summy,  and 
local  chairman  of  Ashland  division,  Bro.  Hickok, 
also  General  Chairman  Bro.  Troy.  Bro.  Troy  ad- 
dressed the  boys  on  the  schedule,  and  explaining 
different  parts  of  it  to  those  who  were  not  entirely 
clear  on  some  rules,  also  showing  to  the  boys 


the  right  way  about  going  about  adjusting  griev- 
ances. His  talk  was  very  instructive,  and  appre- 
ciated very  much  by  the  boys  who  heard  it,  and 
we  hope  that  we  may  have  him  with  us  at  our 
meetings  often  this  coming  winter. 

There  has  been  some  talk  of  having  some  social 
doings  at  Appleton  this  coming  winter,  and  if  the 
boys  will  take  hold  and  help  us,  we  will  be  able 
to  show  the  people  that  we  are  of  the  right  stuff, 
and  will  let  them  know  who  we  are. 

Sister  Mary  O’Connors  took  a two  weeks’  vaca- 
tion visiting  at  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Juneau. 
Mr.  Neilson  relieved  her  one  week,  and  Bro.  J. 
Bennie  one  week  on  account  of  Mr.  Neilson  being 
sent  to  Grand  Rapids  to  relieve  Bro.  Luther, 
Bro.  Luther  being  promoted  to  the  position  of 
cashier  at  that  place. 

Bro.  Young,  night  at  Kaukauna,  is  on  sick  leave 
at  present,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  J.  Bennie. 

Bro.  Ed.  Derrickson,  who  was  at  Tower  “CF,” 
nights,  left  for  Washington,  where  he  has  a 
position  with  the  Great  Northern  Ry.  Bro.  D. 
did  not  make  a long  stay  with  us,  and  we  arc 
sorry  to  have  him  go,  as  he  was  made  of  the  right 
stuff.  We  wish  him  success  in  his  new  field  of 
labor. 

Bro.  Ed.  Ncitzel,  who  was  with  us  once,  and 
later  with  the  C.,  M.  & St.  P.  Ry.,  has  returned, 
and  is  with  us  again,  now  at  tower  “CF,”  having 
got  that  by  bulletin. 

Bro.  Evenson,  nights  at  Watertown,  has  been 
off  on  short  vacation,  and  is  now  at  work  again. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Du  ley,  Almond,  has  gone  on  vaca- 
tion, and  there  is  some  talk  that  he  is  not  coming 
back,  which  we  are  sorry  to  learn. 

Bro.  Simpson,  who  worked  here  a short  time, 
has  gone  back  to  the  Sioux  City  Division,  and  is 
working  at  California  Jet.  at  last  accounts. 

Bro.  S.  S.  Smith  has  gone  to  Johnson’s  Creek 
to  relieve  Bro.  Jaehnke. 

C.  H.  Summy. 


Minnesota  Division — 

In  the  October  Telegrapher  I was  unable  to 
give  a write-up  of  the  Minnesota  Division  account 
of  not  having  any  news.  Now,  brothers,  as  you 
are  all  aware  it  is  hard  for  me  to  get  any  news, 
as  I must  depend  upon  you  to  furnish  me  with 
items,  as  I am  out  here  on  the  Watertown  branch, 
and  what  little  news  I can  get  hold  of  Mvould  not 
he  worth  writing  up.  If  you  depend  upon  the 
stove  to  keep  you  warm,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  adding  fuel  to  the  fire,  and  it  is  the  same 
with  the  O.  R.  T.  If  we  are  to  derive  all  the 
benefits  from  it  possible,  we  must  keep  up  inter- 
est. I find  that  some  of  the  younger  telegra- 
phers of  from  one  to  three  years’  experience  are 
abusing  theit*  rights  by  working  nights  and  not 
taking  the  rest  during  the  day,  thereby  retard- 
ing tli e progress  of  the  Order.  We  want  all  wear- 
ing the  button  to  be  good  trustworthy  men,  thus 
raising  the  standard  of  the  Order. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  say  whenever 
you  have  a grievance  of  any  nature,  either  take 
it  up  with  one  of  the  assistant  local  chairmen 
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or  tile  local  chairman,  whichever  is  most  con- 
venient. 

By  living  np  to  the  letter  of  the  schedule,  I 
mean  if  your  hours  are  from  7 a.  m.  to  7 p.  m. 
see  that  you  are  on  and  off  duty  on  time,  and  if 
you  are  allowed  an  hour’s  nooning,  see  that  you 
get  it,  then  the  company  will  respect  a member 
of  the  Order,  and  by  all  means  do  not  quote 
schedule  to  the  officials,  but  instead  apply  to  an 
official  of  the  Order,  as  they  will  interpret  any 
clause  of  the  schedule  correctly  for  you.  Let  each 
member  do  their  duty  in  furnishing  me  with  items, 
and  keep  the  fire  burning. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Smith,  formerly  day  ticket  seller, 
and  telegrapher  at  Owatonna,  is  now  agent  at 
Minnesota  City,  by  bulletin,  succeeding  Bro.  C.  F. 
Thomas,  who  resigned  to  enter  other  duties. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Cassidy,  of  Eyota,  is  working  in 
the  dispatchers  office,  at  Winona,  for  a short 
time. 

Bro.  H.  N.  Harmon  is  now  the  new  day  teleg- 
rapher at  Kasson,  he  getting  this  place  by  bul- 
letin. Bro.  Yackel  resigned  at  Kasson.  Sorry  to 
see  Bro.  Yackel  go,  but  wish  him  success. 

Bro.  Gray  is  working  at  Owatonna,  days,  until 
the  bulletin  is  up. 

Bro.  J.  C.  McNally  is  back  to  work  again, 
nights,  at  Janesville.  Glad  to  see  you  back  with 
us. 

Bro.  Jones,  formerly  nights  at  Janesville,  has 
accepted  a position  with  some  other  road.  Sorry 
to  see  him  go,  but  hope  he  keeps  up  the  interest 
in  the  O.  R.  T.  he  did  while  here. 

Bro.  Lundberg  is  now  agent  at  Havanna,  hav- 
ing obtained  it  by  bulletin. 

Bro.  Thomas,  at  Eagle  Lake,  is  trying  to  figure 
it  out  how  he  can  raise  strawberries  in  his  office 
this  winter.  Can  any  one  tell  him  how  it  can 
be  done  ? 

Bro.  G.  H.  Pennison,  agent  Traverse,  has  re- 
signed to  accept  a position  with  the  Soo  Line. 
It  seems  that  the  C.  & N.  W.  is  a little  slow  for 
some  of  the  boys.  Our  time  is  coming,  and  then 
we  will  be  a little  too  swift  for  some  of  the  hams. 

Wc  understand  Bro.  A.  J.  Nelson,  agent  at 
Nicollet,  has  rented  a house.  Wonder  what  is  up? 
But  we  can  stand  ten  centers. 

Bro.  F.  W.  Mosher,  days  at  Mankato,  was  off 
on  a few  days’  leave  of  absence,  being  relieved 
by  Mr.  Black. 

1 wish  to  thank  Bro.  D.  J.  Mahoney,  the  owl 
at  Judson,  for  the  notes  he  sent  me,  but  am  sorry 
to  say  he  was  the  only  one  to  send  me  any  news 
this  month. 

We  are  glad  to  call  N.  W.  Edwards,  of  Cambria, 
brother,  and  we  also  understand  Mr.  C.  R.  Hicks, 
agent  Goodwin,  will  be  sporting  an  up-to-date 
card  in  the  near  future. 

Bro.  T.  F.  Carrol  is  the  new  telegrapher  at 
New  Ulm.  Bro.  A.  H.  Dorn  has  accepted  the 
position  as  clerk  at  Watertown. 

Bro.  E.  W.  Zieska  visited  the  St.  Louis  Fair 
during  September,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Man- 
chester. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Skeels  is  working  nights  at  Tracy 
until  the  bulletin  for  this  position  is  over. 


Bro.  D.  M.  King,  agent  at  Marshall,  visited  the 
twin  cities  during  October. 

Bro.  B.  E.  Rollins,  of  Marshall,  visited  Minne- 
apolis during  October. 

Assistant  Local  Chairman,  Bro.  T.  E.  Crandell, 
of  Ghent,  visited  Local  Chairman  Bro.  E.  J. 
Thomas,  at  Eagle  Lake,  in  the  interest  of  the 
O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  Wentworth,  of  Gary,  is  taking  a three 
months’  leave  of  absence  account  of  his  eyes 
bothering  him.  Bro.  R.  H.  Krouse  is  relieving 
him. 

Bro.  G.  E.  Newell,  agent  Amirct,  left  for  Cali- 
fornia to  be  gone  all  winter,  and  possibly  perma- 
nently. Mr.  H.  A.  Gunderson,  of  Porter,  is  re- 
lieving Bro.  Newell.  Mr.  Gunderson  will  join 
us  as  soon  as  he  is  eligible. 

Now,  brothers,  this  is  the  best  I can  do  this 
month,  and  I ask  you  to  try  and  give  all  the  news 
you  can  for  next  month.  I will  refund  all- postage 
and  furnish  you  with  writing  material  if  you 
will  furnish  me  with  news.  Div.  Cor. 


St.  Louis  Division,  No.  2. 

Once  more  we  come  forth  with  our  little  mite. 

During  the  last  month  we  have  added  fifteen 
new  members  to  our  roll,  and  from  present  indi- 
cations will  do  equally  as  well  the  coming  month. 
The  summer  has  now  passed,  and  as  cool  weather 
comes  in  sight,  we  should  double  our  efforts 
and  work  with  renewed  vigor,  by  securing  new 
members  and  attending  meetings  regularly.  Broth- 
ers, let  us  earnestly  enjoin  you  to  show  your- 
selves at  all  meetings,  and  thereby  show  our- 
selves to  be  heartily  in  the  brotherhood  move- 
ment, with  a desire  (expressed  by  your  presence) 
to  see  the  cause  advanced,  and  we  will  vouch  for 
it  that  your  conscience  will  commend  you  to  your 
slumbers  with  more  gratification  and  sense  of 
duty  well  done,  than  had  your  evenings  been 
spent  in  some  other  manner:  Let  your  best  judg- 

ment answer,  and  allowing  duty  to  be  your  guide, 
every  first  and  third  Saturday  night  of  each  month 
you  will  land  at  810  Burlington  Bunuing. 

We  are  indeed  glad  to  see  so  many  of  the  broth- 
ers contributing  to  the  voluntary  fund  for  the 
Katy  boys  struggle  for  freedom.  A few  dollars 
spent  in  this  manner  is  no  idle  speculation,  but 
in  future  will  bring  returns  ten-fold. 

Meeting  of  October  1st  called  to  order  at  8 
p.  m.  by  Acting  Chief  Bro.  J.  B.  Finnan.  Thirty 
members  present.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  read 
and  approved.  Eleven  petitions  for  membership 
were  read,  the  usual  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  applicants  elected  to  membership. 
After  several  requests,  charges  and  other  matters 
had  been  disposed  of,  we  proceeded  under  the 
head  of  good  of  the  Order,  and  were  favored 
with  instructive  remarks  from  H.  B.  Perhanr, 
President;  A.  D.  Thurston,  Past  President;  Bros. 
Kiger,  of  Division  No.  52;  Holman,  of  No.  31; 
and  Willbur.  of  No.  2.  No  further  business  ap- 
pearing, the  meeting  was  declared  closed  at  10:30 
p.  m. 
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Meeting  of  October  15th  called  to  order  at  8 
p.  xn.  by  Chief  Telegrapher  Bro.  L.  W.  Quick. 
Roll  call  found  several  officers  absent  on  account 
of  being  out  of  the  city.  Temporary  officers 
were  appointed  for  this  meeting.  Minutes  of 
last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Investigating  committee  reported  favorably  on 
two  applicants,  who  were  elected  to  membership. 
Committee  asked  further  time  on  two  applications, 
which  was  granted. 

Communication  from  legislative  committee  of 
the  Missouri  Slate  Federation  of  Labor  was  read, 
and  by  motion  the  secretary  was  instructed  to 
send  a copy  to  all  members  in  Missouri. 

As  some  of  our  officers  have  left  the  city  for  an 
indefinite  period,  it  was  moved  and  seconded 
that  their  chairs  be  declared  vacant,  and  others' 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Nominations  for 
First  Vice-Chief  were  declared  in  order.  Bro. 
C.  O.  Roberts  was  nominated.  It  was  then  moved, 
seconded  and  carried  that  nominations  be  closed, 
and  an  unanimous  vote  cast  for  Bro.  Roberts. 
Bro.  Roberts  was  therefore  declared  elected.  Bro. 
Quick  appointed  Bros.  Burton  and  Hewlet  as 
regular  inside  and  outside  sentinels,  after  those 
offices  had  been  declared  vacant. 

Final  disposition  was  made  in  the  cases  of 
W S Athy,  E.  Kempf  and  E.  A.  Kintz  for  scab- 
bing. The  ballot  showed  all  voting  for  expulsion 
in  each  case,  and  thei.e  three  named  were  de- 
clared expelled  from  the  Order. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  Division  No. 
2 contribute  $250  to  the  strike  fund.  Bros.  Per- 
ham,  Quick.  Thurston,  Finnan  and  Wullbur  each 
in  turn  made  a short  speech,  which  was  instructive 
to  us  all. 

This  was  the  first  meeting  in  some  time  that 
Bro.  Quick  had  been  with  us,  and  we  all  listened 
very  close  to  his  talk. 

The  following  parties  have  visited  the  Fair  since 
last  month:  Bro.  P.  D.  Ilamel,  wife  and  friend, 

Mrs.  Dorter,  of  Blue  Bonnets,  Que.;  Bro.  C.  H. 
Smith,  Soda  Creek,  B.  C.;  Bro.  M.  F.  Quill, 
Woodstock,  Md.;  Bro.  J.  W.  Firoved,  Sykesville, 
Md. ; Bro.  M.  McCown,  .Warrensburg,  Mo.;  Bro. 
G.  D.  Rose,  Chicago,  111.;  Bro.  I.  F.  Zimmerman, 
Fombcll,  I*a.;  Bro.  I.  C.  Green  and  wife.  Cherry 
Vale,  111 

Bros.  Center,  Yerby,  La  Fever,  Molloy  and 
Berry  have  just  returned  from  a vacation.  A 
change  of  “feed”  with  a good  rest  seems  to  have 
worked  wonders,  as  all  of  them  look  as  fresh 
as  a big  sunflower  that  nods  to  the  breeze  of  the 
early  morning.  Cy  Perkins, 

Div.  Cor. 


Lancaster  Meeting  of  Division  No.  4. 

On  September  17th,  Philadelphia  Division  No. 
4,  held  a special  meeting  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  of 
which  the  local  press  has  this  to  say: 

“Philadelphia  Division,  No.  4,  O.  R.  T.,  Satur- 
day evening  held  a meeting  and  also  celebrated 
the  ninth  anniversary  of  the  division  in  this  city, 
at  Martin’s  Hall.  The  celebration  was  a most 
fitting  one,  and  it  reflects  great  credit  upon  the 


committee  who  arranged  the  affair.  The  division 
has  held  several  meetings  in  this  city,  and  the 
members  were  so  well  pleased  that  they  decided 
to  hold  the  celebration  here. 

“The  meeting  was  one  of  the  largest  the  division 
has  ever  held.  There  were  126  members  present, 
some  of  them  being  from  Jersey  City,  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington,  Baltimore,  Harrisburg  and 
other  places.  There  were  sixty-five  from  Phila- 
delphia, they  having  a special  coach  attached  to 
the  Williamsport  Express  due  here  at  7:20  p.  m. 
Their  car  was  attached  to  the  Philadelphia  Ex- 
press east,  due  here  at  2:23  a.  m.  There  were 
twenty-two  from  Harrisburg.  The  business  meet 
ing  was  held  at  8:30  o’clock,  and  besides  the  trans- 
action of  routine  business  one  new  member  was 
elected. 

“The  banquet  followed  the  meeting,  and  the 
members  marched  to  the  banquet  room,  which 
never  looked  prettier.  Caterer  I.  Grothfield  had 
decorated  the  room  in  a beautiful  manner,  and 
the  banquet  table  presented  a decidedly  handsome 
appearance.  The  decorations  consisted  chiefly  of 
banquet  lamps,  colored  electric  lights  and  can- 
delabra. Caterer  Grothfield  served  the  telegra- 
phers an  excellent  supper  to  which  all  did  ample 
justice. 

“After  the  cigars  had  been  lighted  there  was 
speechmaking.  T.  M.  Pierson,  of  St  Louis,  sec- 
ond vice-president  of  the  Grand  Division,  was  the 
toastmaster.  There  were  addresses  by  G.  S.  W. 
Miller  and  William  E.  Hoopes,  of  Philadelphia: 
C.  II.  Hill,  of  Baltimore,  and  Mr.  Reed,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. A number  of  other  short  addresses 
were  made  by  the  members.  Flory’s  Glee  aud 
Mandolin  Club  was  present,  and  rendered  music 
for  the  occasion.  During  the  evening  a number 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  selections  were  rendered, 
which  pleased  everybody. 

“The  Philadelphia  Division  is  in  a very  flourish- 
ing condition.  They  now  have  over  300  mem- 
bers in  good  standing,  and  new  members  are  be- 
ing taken  in  at  every  meeting.  It  is  one  of  the 
strongest  railroad  organizations  there  is  to-day. 
East  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  there  are  fourteen 
local  divisions,  with  over  2,000  members.  The 
Order  has  a membeiship  in  the  United  States  of 
over  3S,ooo. 

“The  committee  on  arrangements  who  had  charge 
of  Saturday  night’s  affair,  was  composed  of  George 
F.  Heidelbaugh,  R.  H.  Conway,  W.  E.  Hoopes, 
of  Philadelphia;  Fred.  J.  Rieker  and  Geo.  F. 
Leonard  of  this  city.”  Div.  Co*. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  102. 

Although  this  may  seem  a strange  proposition, 
yet  I feel  after  careful  consideration  that  it  will 
be  a wise  move  in  the  right  direction.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  constitution  all  our  regular  monthly 
meetings  are  secretly  conducted,  that  is,  no  one 
is  admitted  to  our  meetings  but  O.  R.  T.  mem- 
bers. 

My  proposition  is  to  hold  open  meetings  in 
conjunction  with  our  regular  monthly  meetings, 
that  is  to  allow  every  one  to  attend  that  is  con- 
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nected  with  the  railroads,  and  even  those  that  are 
not,  and  those  in  attendance  be  called  upon  to 
give  a short  address  in  the  interest  of  our  welfare. 
I am  sure  it  will  be  instructive  as  well  as  give 
us  a chance  to  get  better  acquainted,  and  under- 
stand each  other.  I also  suggest  that  invitations  be 
extended  to  railroad  officials,  both  big  and  small, 
to  attend  these  open  meetings,  and  ask  them 
to  give  us  an  address  in  order  that  we  may  be 
better  acquainted  in  a social  and  business  way. 

I feel  sure  by  so  doing  officials  of  railroads  will 
appreciate  this  venture,  showing  them  that  their 
employes,  members  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  are  as  inter- 
ested in  their  welfare  as  well  as  their  own.  At 
the  same  time  show  them  that  our  principal  ob- 
ject is  to  educate  the  employes  as  to  service  ren- 
dered, and  for  a social  purpose. 

This,  of  course,  might  seem  strange  to  some  of 
our  members,  yet  I feel  sure  it  will  end  success- 
fully. Fraternally, 

J.  J.  McLaughlin. 


B.  & O.  Ry. 

Connellsville  Division — 

Bro.  Thos.  McIntyre,  Cassellman,  Pa.,  has  been 
taking  in  the  sights  at  St.  Louis,  and  making  a 
side  trip  to  visit  friends  and  relatives  at  Spring- 
field,  111.  Reports  that  he  missed  nothing  that 
was  on  the  Pike,  arid  that  positions  were  plenti- 
ful in  Illinois,  but  that  he  prefers  the  buckwheat 
cake  to  the  corn  cake  country. 

Bro.  McFall,  who  relieved  Bro.  McIntyre,  was 
railed  home  to  Ohio  on  account  of  serious  sick- 
ness in  family,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  was 
worked  by  Bro.  Getchell. 

Bro.  Crist,  Weighmaster,  S%  & M.  Jet.,  who 
has  been  enjoying  a well-earned  vacation,  is  once 
more  at  the  old  stand.  We  are  sorry  to  hear  that 
he  lost  his  side  partner  on  the  job  through  Bro. 
Annable  leaving  for  pastures  new.  We  trust  that 
the  latter  named  good  old  brother  will  drop  into 
something  nice. 

We  also  understand  that  Bro.  Nagle  has  given 
up  the  agency  at  Opekiska,  W.  Va.  It  is  hard 
to  lose  the  steady  reliables,  but  what  is  our  loss 
is  some  other  division’s  gain. 

Wonder  what  has  happened  to  Bro.  Starner, 
of  Mt.  Braddock,  Pa.  Since  his  St.  Louis  trip, 
and  browsing  around  his  old  home  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State  he  is  keeping  as  much  in 
the  background  as  a newly  married  man  of  a 
bashful  disposition. 

Bro.  Pew,  of  Foley,  has  been  assigned  to 
Markletcn,  I'a.,  nights,  which  gives  the  latter 
office  the  prize  for  avoirdupois  and  good  nature. 
Do  not  know  how  much  the  Sanitarium  peoplq, 
pay  them  on  the  side  as  a standing  advertisement 
of  the  beneficial  results  of  living  there,  but  it 
should  be  a snug  sum. 

Bro.  Merryman,  Yough,  Pa.,  is  spending  a few 
weeks  at  his  home  of  boyhood  days  near  Balti- 
more, Md.  Bring  us  a barrel  of  nice  selects  in 
the  shell  “HC,”  and  we  will  give  you  a proper 
send-off  in  the  next  issue.  Bro.  Getchell  is  doing 


the  wildcat  taming,  etc.,  at  Yough  during  Bro. 
Merryman’s  vacation,  and  is  having  a hard  time 
of  it  holding  Bro.  Allen  down  since  the  new 
arrival  came  to  the  last  brother's  house. 

As  we  were  coming  home  from  calling  on  a 
friend  the  other  night,  whom  did  we  meet  coming 
out  of  an  alley  in  a suspicious  manner  other  than 
Bro.  Jas.  Moon.  Upon  closer  inspection  we  dis- 
covered a ten-foot  pole  balanced  on  his  shoulder 
each  end  strung  full  of  fine,  large  white  Wyan- 
dottes.  As  we  do  not  live  cn  that  side  of  the 
river  we  have  not  heard  the  neighbors’  gossip  of 
whose  coop  is  minus. 

Bro.  L.  D.  Show,  “HK”  tower,  has  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  a house  in  Ohio,  Pyle,  and 
is  once  more  living  a happy  and  contented  life. 
Bro.  Brady  and  he  have  started  a ginseng  farm 
at  the  tower.  Any  information  regarding  this 
industry  will  be  furnished  if  a sufficiently  large 
fee  accompanies  requests.  The  fine  appearance 
of  their  garden  (?)  can  be  seen  when  passing 
that  point. 

Bro.  Bartholomew  assigned  from  Philson  to  the 
electric  plant  at  Confluence,  Pa.  He  says  Bro. 
Forney  has  a corner  on  pumpkin  pie,  eating  as 
“FO”  has  one  of  the  spare  levers  connected  up 
with  a “Willie  Westinghouse”  contrivance  that 
cuts  the  food  up  in  proper  sized  chunks  and 
tosses  to  him  in  bites  while  he  is  working  the 
balance  of  the  machine  with  both  hands,  and  a 
foot  (or  both)  on  a telegraph  key,  trying  to  keep 
things  moving.  The  kick  that  Bro.  B.  lias  is  that 
he  gets  no  pie. 

Bro.  Carrie  must  be  in  love  as  he  puts  in  entire 
days  now  “down  by  the  babbling  brook.”  It  is 
hoped  that  lie  likes  it. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Bro.  Chas.  Snyder  doing 
extra  work.  He  is  a.  member  of  the  O.  R.  C., 
and  was  unfortunate  in  losing  a foot  some  months 
ago.  Tiust  that  his  lot  will  fall  in  pleasant  lines 
in  taking  up  the  business  of  dots  and  dashes. 
His  father,  Bro.  J.  L.  Snyder,  of  Glencoe,  is 
the  oldest  man  in  years  of  service  on  the  di- 
vision. 

Garrett,  Pa.,  electric  interlocking  plant  of  twen- 
ty-six levers  was  placed  in  operation  recently  with 
Bros.  Ellis  and  Hagan  in  charge.  They  moved 
from  the  depot  to  the  new  tower,  leaving  Bro. 
Maust  behind  in  his  old  position  of  agent,  which 
will  make  it  less  crowded  for  him. 

Since  matters  on  the  hill  tops  have  assumed 
normal  we  have  no  news  items  from  that  section. 
Just  the  same,  don’t  become  mice  now,  and  get 
to  playing.  Something  might  happen,  and  history 
repeat  itself. 

We  also  have  no  line  on  what  is  going  on  down 
through  the  Cumberland  valley  end  of  the  di- 
vision. Need  a set  of  forceps  for  extracting  work. 

All  the  members  received  the  contribution  no- 
tice, and  if  any  of  you  mislaid  it  just  bundle  up 
a roll  of  the  long  green  and  put  a few  words  of 
explanation  on  a piece  of  clip  advising  what  it 
is  for  and  enclose  to  Bro.  Quick.  It  will  reach 
its  destination  just  as  well  and  be  properly  cred- 
ited as  though  the  regular  printed  slip  accom- 
panied the  remittance.  Try  It  and  see. 
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Now,  don’t  go  to  work  and  bury  me  out  of 
sight  with  items  for  The  Telegrapher,  for  I 
object  to  work.  There  was  just  one  brother  out 
of  one  hundred  here  responded  this  month  to  my 
appeal  for  news.  Of  course,  my  location  is  such 
that  all  I need  do  is  go  up  on  the  highest  moun- 
tain and  look  over  the  300  miles  of  this  division, 
including  various  branches,  and  what  I do  not  see 
going  on  I can  imagine.  Now  a bunch  of  Digger 
Indians  here  and  hereabouts  had  better  get  busy, 
or  they  are  liable  to  fail  into  a gopher  hole  and 
be  unable  to  extricate  themselves.  Amigo. 

Pittsburg  Division — 

As  I have  not  seen  anything  from  this  part  for 
some  time  will  attempt  to  send  The  Telegrapher 
a little  write-up  so  our  noble  Order  as  well  as 
old  33  will  know  that  we  are  not  dormant. 

We  are  gaining  strength  every  day.  In  fact, 
at  the  present  writing  we  have  not  a non  on  this 
division  except  a few  new  comers.  Wish  more 
of  you  would  attend  our  meeting,  which  we  aim 
to  have  every  two  weeks.  It  looks  like  negligence 
when  you  do  not  attend,  for  our  chairman  ad- 
vises all  members  of  the  place,  time  and  date 
of  these  meetings.  I trust  you  will  all  aim  to 
attend,  for  we  have  important  work  before  us, 
and  want  you  all  to  have  a voice  in  our  discus- 
sions. Then  we  will  know  just  how  you  all 
stand,  and  can  act  accordingly.  Every  one  re- 
ports things  right  up  to  the  scratch  in  Wheeling 
the  25th,  but  will  not  attempt  to  explain  just 
what  was  done,  and  will  chop  this  right  here,  for 
our  meeting  room  is  the  place  to  discuss  such 
things. 

Ero.  Broom,  who  has  been  spending  two  weeks 
hunting,  and  at  his  heme  in  London,  O.,  is  back 
on  duty  at  Eureka.  Ero.  Brokaw  was  working 
days  during  his  absence,  and  F.  A.  Pelley,  a new- 
comer from  the  Pennsy,  nights. 

Bro.  Baker  is  back  at  his  old  trick,  copying 
in  “GX,”  to  help  out  while  Mr.  Chctham,  a non, 
is  working  days  at  “HD,”  and  Mr.  Rust  on  his 
regular  night  trick. 

Bro.  Zimmerman,  of  “KM,”  is  spending  a cou- 
ple of  weeks  at  the  St.  Louis  Fair,  and  Bro. 
Lanning,  of  same  place,  is  taking  a few  weeks’ 
vacation,  and  at  present  is  away  in  the  Northwest, 
while  F.  A.  Pelley  and  C.  L.  Lawrence,  another 
new-comer,  are  working  days  and  nights  respective- 
ly at  Goehring. 

Bro.  Broom,  of  “GX,”  is  off  on  an  extended 
leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Turney,  who  has  been  at  Rand  for  some 
time,  has  gone  to  Robbins. 

C.  L.  Lawrence  is  handling  the  orders  for  a few 
days  at  Wheeling  Jet.,  and  feels  highly  elated 
over  his  position. 

D.  V.  Lawcll  has  been  appointed  regular  night 
man  at  Glcnwood.  We  all  know  that  “OD”  is  a 
heavy  job,  but  “Q”  is  making  things  jump  and 
is  as  jolly  as  ever. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Pelley  has  been  appointed  as  regu- 
lar night  man  at  “WA,”  and  is  up  to  his  neck 
in  “31’s,”  but  is  handling  the  job  like  an  old- 
timer. 


Bro.  W.  H.  Caruthers,  of  same  place,  is  back  on 
duty  after  a few  days’  absence  during  the  illness 
and  death  of  his  father. 

Mr.  Hanley  has  been  working  at  Finleyville 
on  the  pike  for  a few  nights. 

Mr.  Turney,  who  has  been  at  Rand  for  some 
time,  has  gone  to  Robbins. 

Have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  name  of 
the  new  man  who  has  been  working  at  City  Farm, 
nights.  Div.  Cor. 

Cleveland  Division — 

As  we  very  seldom  see  anything  in  our  journal 
from  the  Cleveland  Division,  I will  try  and  see 
if  I can  get  together  any  items  that  might  be  of 
interest 

In  the  first  place  I think  the  boys  on  this  di- 
vision need  a general  waking  up.  Very  few  of 
them  ever  think -of  attending  a meeting;  seem  to 
think  all  that  is  required  of  them  is  to  pay  up 
their  dues,  then  wait  for  some  one  to  do  some- 
thing. This  is  not  the  way  to  do.  There  is  not 
an  office  on  the  Cleveland  Division  where  there  is 
a day  and  night  office  but  what  either  the  day  or 
night  man  could  attend.  Get  some  life  in  you, 
do  something,  or  at  least  make  an  effort  to  do 
something  for  the  grand  old  O.  R.  T. 

Oh,  my!  Doesn’t  it  make  one’s  heart  rejoice 
to  see  how  the  boys  out  on  the  Katy  are  staying 
with  ’em?  They  are  made  of  the  proper  stuff, 
sure. 

Would  like  to  see  Wanderer’s  plan  of  action 
taken  up  with  a little  more  vigor.  With  a few 
more  weeks’  work  the  B.  & O.  will  be  on  the 
new  grade  from  Holloway  to  Bridgeport,  and 
will  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  country. 

We  have  on  this  division  a man  who  has  lost 
all  respect  for  hin^self  or  his  fellow  workers  by 
lunnmg  a ham  factory.  At  present  he  has  three 
students  who  pay  hint  the  salary  of  $5  per  month, 
and  when  you  approach  him  in  regard  to  this  kind 
of  business  he  says  he  is  there  to  make  money. 

I wonder  how  much  he  would  make  if  every 
telegrapher  was  doing  that  kind  of  business? 
Most  men  that  have  any  honor  for  themselves 
or  their  fellow  workers  try  to  make  the  world 
better  by  their  living  in  it,  but  this  man  is  only 
tearing  down  what  others  have  been  laboring  to 
build  up.  Any  one  wishing  to  converse  with  this 
man  call  at  Piedmont,  O.  Let  every  man  don 
his  working  clothes  and  get  after  the  nons,  and 
make  them  a thing  of  the  past. 

F.very  one  attend  our  next  meeting,  and  see 
what  good  you  can  do  for  your  country. 

Cert.  1045. 


Norfolk  & Western  Ry. 

The  largest  meeting  in  the  history  of  Division 
14  was  held  in  Pythian  Hall,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1904.  About  125  members  were  present, 
and  every  division  of  the  road  was  represented. 
Bro.  Layman  was  there,  as  he  always  is,  and 
wielded  the  gavel  in  the  gentlest  possible  way. 
Whoever  heard  of  a meeting  within  this  baili- 
wick at  which  he  was  not  present  to  occupy  the 
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throne  seat,  and  would  such  a meeting  be  a meet- 
ing, anyhow?  Spedden  and  Dixon  were  assigned 
positions  in  the  two  big,  high-backed  chairs  on 
either  side,  while  way  down  in  the  other  end 
of  the  wigwam  Bro.  Kirchmier,  the  “heap  big 
voice”  of  the  tribe,  majestically  held  down  the 
plush.  Bro.  Atkins,  who  acted  as  quill-driver 
for  the  occasion,  was  so  completely  absorbed  by 
the  constant  flow  of  oratory  that  he  forgot  to 
get  any  of  it  down,  and  consequently  there  were 
no  minutes  to  read  when  the  time  came.  On  the 
subject  of  system  federation,  Callaway  made  a 
stirring  address  in  opposition  to  such  a propo- 
sition, and  advocated  “paddling  our  own  canoe.” 
This  sentiment  seemed  to  be  generally  prevalent, 
as  was  finally  indicated  by  a unanimous  vote. 

Among  other  things,  the  Western  Union  came 
in  for  part  of  the  discussion,  and  quite  a number 
of  brothers  improved  the  opportunity  to  pay  their 
best  respects.  One  brother,  whose  name  is  Blank, 
had  a plan  to  propose,  which  he  assured  his  hear- 
ers would  do  the  work  or  money  refunded.  Here 
it  is:  On  December  31,  1904,  every  railroad 

telegrapher  on  the  system  to  cut  out  all  commer- 
cial wires,  driving  the  pins  in  with  a hammer, 
and  leave  them  there  until  somebody  says  “com- 
missions” to  the  tune  of  twenty  per  cent  on  re- 
ceipts and  checks.  Needless  to  say  this  brought 
down  the  house. 

Bro.  Gardner,  of  Elliston,  proved  to  be  the 
wit  of  the  evening,  recounting  in  his  funny  way 
the  ups  and  downs  of  the  agent  as  he  had  found 
them.  As  his  narrative  progressed  one  could  fair- 
ly see  him  in  the  midst  of  mountains  of  freight, 
express  and  baggage  from  which  he  was  all  the 
while  trying  to  extricate  himself  to  do  his  usual 
tri-daily  sprint  after  the  U.  S.  mail;  how  he  often 
took  train  orders  with  one  hand  while  he  checked 
and  tagged  green  beef  hides,  and  sold  coupon 
tickets  with  the  other. 

There  were  many  present  who  recognized  them- 
selves in  the  description,  and  the  funniest  part 
of  it  all  was  that  men  knowing  themselves  to  be 
in  such  a condition,  could  actually  sit  back  and 
laugh  at  their  own  predicament.  Perhaps  it  is 
just  as  well. 

This  meeting,  besides  being  remarkable  in  other 
ways,  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  two  sisters 
in  the  Order,  Misses  Davie  from  the  Norfolk 
division,  and  they  were  promptly  escorted  to  a 
place  of  honor  on  either  side  of  our  modest  and 
blushing  general  chairman.  Callaway,  acting  as 
escort,  became  at  once  the  cynosure  of  envious 
eyes.  Graham  and  Troutville  papers  please  copy. 

It  Was  easily  apparent  from  the  way  the  busi- 
ness was  railroaded  through  towards  the  last,  that 
there  was  something  unusual  at  the  further  end 
of  it  all,  and  so  it  proved.  In  fact,  it  was  gen- 
erally known  that  there  would  be  something  doin’ 
around  in  the  vicinity  of  the  St.  Jim  about  ten 
o’clock,  and  along  about  that  time  some  of  the 
boys  began  to  act  sort  of  uneasy  like,  and  the 
chairman  took  the  hint. 

Our  third  annual  banquet,  which  was  held  on 
that  Saturday  night,  was  the  biggest  thing  of  the 
kind  that  ever  happened  on  the  N.  & W.  In  the 


absence  of  the  official  spellbinder,  who  was  de- 
tained by  a late  train,  Bro.  Atkins,  the  senator 
from  Ridgeway,  handed  out  a few  words  of  wel- 
come to  start  the  ball  rolling.  Bro.  Kelly,  of 
Roanoke,  responded  on  behalf  of  the  visitors,  and 
then  the  fun  began.  The  extreme  timidity  and  in- 
difference that  usually  marks  the  manner  of  the 
railroad  telegrapher  where  something  to  eat  is 
concerned,  was  happily  absent  on  this  occasion. 
However,  in  the  case  of  several  who  had  par- 
taken of  a hearty  supper  previously,  they  were 
observed  to  cross  their  chopsticks  after  eating 
only  about  an  hour  and  forty-five  minutes.  The 
tables  were  attractively  spread,  and  a most  excel- 
lent fare  was  abundantly  provided. 

MENU. 

Fried  Oysters.  Raw.  Stewed  Oysters. 

Celery.  Mixed  Pickles.  Olives. 

Bettuce  Mayonnaise. 

Cold  Turkey  Cold  Ox  Tongue. 

Cold  Lamb.  Cold  Shoat. 

Cold  Country  Ham. 

Potato  Salad  French  Sardines 

Peach  Ice  Cream. 

Assorted  Fancy  Cakes.  French  Rolls. 

Domestic  Cheese.  English  Cheese. 

Bananas.  Grapes.  Pears.  Apples. 

Tea.  Chocolate.  Coffee. 

The  pleasure  of  this  already  enjoyable  occa- 
sion was  further  enhanced  by  the  presence  of 
quite  a number  of  ladies,  among  whom  were  the 
following:  Misses  Lankford,  Davies,  Richardson, 

Turner,  Louella,  and  Mesdames  Layman,  Wise, 
Huffman,  Mason,  Wilson,  Kerr,  Joint  and  Birch- 
‘ field. 

The  gentlemen  present  were  entirely  too  nu- 
merous to  mention.  Altogether  there  were  about 
200  who  exercised  their  gastronomic  propensities 
in  the  dining  halls  of  the  St.  James  that  night. 
All  through  the  evening  the  parlors  upstairs  were 
filled  with  sweet  melodies  by  a stringed  orchestra 
of  skilled  musicians,  and  it  was  far  into  the  night 
the  soft,  sweet  strains  of  “Home,  Sweet  Home” 
reminded  everyone  that  it  was  time  to  disperse. 
May  Division  14  enjoy  the  recurrence  of  many 
similar  occasions.  Div.  Cor. 


Chicago  Greatwestern  Ry. 


In  going  over  the  road  I have  come  across  sev- 
eral who  are  very  unconcerned  about  our  Order, 
and  who  have  not  the  necessary  credentials  of  an 
up-to-date  telegrapher  of  these  days.  I am  very 
much  grieved  to  find  matters  in  this  condition  on 
this  road,  and  I want  to  impress  and  freshen  up 
your  memory  somewhat  in  regard  to  this  business. 
You  very  well  know  that  our  noble  Organization 
has  helped  your  working  conditions  wonderfully, 
also  your  salaries  in  the  last  few  years,  and  is 
protecting  you  to-day,  and  with  your  support  will 
benefit  you  a great  deal  more  before  many  months. 
In  order  to  continue  this  progress  we  must  have 
your  continuous  support,  and  that  right  away. 
We  expect  ere  long  to  make  a revision  in  this 
schedule  of  ours,  and  we  must  have  your  repre- 
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sentation.  This  excuse  of  not  having  the  money 
is  too  stale  to  go  down  a good  O.  R.  T.  man’s 
crop.  If  such  should  be  your  condition  you  all 
have  a friend  or  two,  borrow  it  from  him  or 
them,  and  the  first  of  the  year  when  you  get 
your  raise  you  can  pay  it  back.  Remember  that 
the  old  boys  who  made  the  schedule  you  now 
reap  the  benefits  from  received  a far  smaller 
salary  than  you  are  getting,  and  had  they  been 
as  unconcerned  about  their  welfare  as  you  are 
you  would  be  working  for  $40  per  and  carrying 
and  cleaning  switch  lamps,  and  working  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-four  hours  a day.  Wake  up, 
boys,  and  join,  and  you  that  are  already  members 
send  your  contribution  to  help  the  M.,  K.  & T. 
boys  who  have  been  on  strike  since  August  1st, 
and  are  going  to  win. 

If  you  do  not  believe  the  words  I state  about 
the  M.,  K.  & T.,  see  page  6,  second  item,  in 
Des  Moines  Daily  News  of  OctfJber  17th.  Sixty 
thousand  shares  were  traded,  and  the  great  rail- 
way wizard,  Hawley,  procured  20,000  shares. 
This  man  Hawley  has  always  treated  his  men 
justly,  and  will  come  into  control  of  the  M.,  K. 
& T.  in  a short  time.  It  will  be  reorganized,  and 
be  the  best  road  m the  country  for  a telegrapher 
under  a new  management,  as  the  present  mana- 
gers are  dormant  in  their  business  actions. 

A few  narrow-minded  members  on  this  line 
have  back-slided  because  the  last  committee  did 
not  work  miracles.  The  section  foremen  are 
drawing  the  same  pay  as  we  are,  and  in  a ma- 
jority of  cases  $2.50  more.  As  a general  rule, 
they  are  foreigners,  and  we  have  spent  the  best 
years  of  our  life  learning.  The  boys  who  studied 
for  doctors,  pharmacy  and  other  professions  too 
numerous  to  mention,  kindly  notice  the  eagles 
they  drag  for  their  services,  and  notice  other  rail- 
ways close  by  who  have  a better  schedule  than 
we  have.  Do  not  wait  for  the  organizer  to  hunt 
you  out.  Cert.  142. 

Chicago  Div.  No.  91. 

We  have  had  two  good  meetings  the  past  month, 
nothing  above  the  ordinary  in  attendance,  but 
generally  something  doing.  There  is  quite  a 
chance  for  improvement  in  the  way  of  attendance, 
as  a great  many  brothers  who  could  attend  regu- 
larly only  attend  part  of  the  time,  and  some 
who  could  occasionally  attend  seldom  come. 
Brothers,  you  must  take  more  interest  in  this 
work  which  is  the  salvation  of  your  working  con- 
ditions and  salaries,  and  you  must  give  this  mat- 
ter more  attention. 

We  have  been  arranging  with  a number  of 
system  divisions  who  have  terminals  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  where  their  members  will  meet  regularly 
with  us,  thereby  making  the  meetings  more  inter- 
esting for  all,  and  by  this  plan  we  hope  to  ac- 
complish a great  deal  in  the  matter  of  organiza- 
tion in  and  around  Chicago,  being  better  able  to 
fully  get  acquainted  with  the  situation  as  it  stands 
at  this  time  in  all  quarters. 

The  work  of  the  brothers  who  are  on  a strike 
on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  can  not  but  be  commended 
from  the  gentlemanly  way  in  which  they  have 


handled  the  strike,  and  the  effective  work  they 
are  doing. 

Another  matter  of  no  little  importance  at  this 
time  is  the  paying  of  your  semi-annual  dues  for 
the  next  term,  which  should  be  promptly  attended 
to,  and  for  the  good  of  the 'Order  and  to  aid  in 
the  work,  you  should  pay  promptly  and  at  an 
early  date,  so  that  you  will  commence  the  new 
term  as  an  up-to-date  member,  with  a bright 
new  card,  and  not  be  carrying  the  old  card.  This 
division,  as  a general  rule,  is  among  the  early 
ones  in  being  up  to  date,  and  the  members  should 
strive  to  hold  the  fort. 

I will  close  for  this  time,  but  hope  to  have  a 
good  write-up  next  month  after  the  ball. 

Secretary. 


C.,  M.  & St  P.  Ry. 

5.  and  C.  B.t  III.  Division — 

Seeing  that  my  last  article  escaped  the  goat,  I 
will  endeavor  to  put  in  some  more,  just  to  let  the 
boys  know  I have  not  forgotten  them. 

In  the  September  Telegrapher  I noticed  that 
there  was  a piece  in  regard  to  a joint  mee  ing  of 
the  R.  & S.  W.,  C.  & C.  B.  and  Dubuque  divisions 
at  Savannah,  on  December  19.  I spoke  to  some 
of  the  boys  there,  but  they  know  nothing  about 
it.  As  the  article  was  written  by  the  Local  Chair 
man,  I suppose  arrangements  are  made.  Now.  let 
all  that  can  attend  this  meeting.  We  will  not  be 
able  to  meet  as  often  as  we  used  to,  and  for  that 
reason  there  ought  to  be  a good  crowd  at  Savanna 
on  December  19th. 

Kansasville  office,  nights,  has  been  bulletined, 
and  applications  are  in  order.  Do  not  know  who 
will  be  assigned  there. 

Bro.  Ginaine,  nights  at  Elkhorn,  is  relieving 
agent  there.  Have  not  heard  who  is  taking  B o. 
Ginaine's  place. 

Bro.  Holman,  days,  at  Lanark,  has  been  reliev- 
ing agent  at  Durand  for  the  past  month.  Bro. 
Sloan  working  days  at  Lanark  during  Bro.  Hol- 
man’s absence. 

Bro.  Check,  nights  at  Ontarioville,  is  relieving 
Bro.  Chas.  Foster,  at  Rock  City.  Bro.  Foster,  I 
“13,”  is  seeing  the  Pike  at  St  Louis.  Bro.  Haw 
ley  taking  Bro.  Check’s  place  at  Ontarioville. 

Bro.  Brown,  days  at  Elgin,  has  resumed  work 
after  taking  a vacation. 

Bro.  Reed,  day  towerman  at  Franklin  Park,  has 
resigned  and  accepted  a position  with  th?  W.  U. 
at  Oak  Park,  Bro.  Whiting  taking  Bro.  Reed’s 
place  at  tower. 

Bro.  Hauth,  nights,  Mt.  Carroll,  is  taking  a 
vacation,  and  has  gone  to  St.  Louis  to  see  the 
Fair.  Bro.  Fietz  relieving  Bro.  Hauth. 

Now,  boys  one  word  and  I am  done.  Be 
sure  and  all  come  to  meeting  that  can. 

Will  try  and  have  something  in  each  month. 

Div.  Cot. 


Milwaukee  Terminal — 

I will  make  an  attempt  to  write  a few  items 
that  may  he  of  interest  to  the  Brothers  on  this 
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division.  We  are  almost  solid,  and  have  hopes  of 
the  few  remaining  without  the  fold.  The  good 
Brother  in  “GO”  office  should  get  a move  on  and 
convert  the  nons  in  that  office.  Bro.  “Z,”  you 
have  some  very  fine  material  to  work  on  there. 
Brothers,  get  a move  on  you,  and  get  the  few  re- 
maining nons  in  line,  and  do  not  take  no  for  an 
answer. 

To  the  Brothers  at  “WX,”  “NA,”  and  “SW,” 
get  after  those  two  agents.  A good  talk  from  one 
of  you  and  Billy  will  fix  ’em  out,  as  I now  under- 
stand he  has  dropped  the  student  question. 

Let  each  member  lend  his  best  efforts  to  get  in 
the  desirable  nons,  but  the  weak-knred  nons  ar-e 
not  needed.  We  want  good  working  members  who 
are  not  afraid  to  assert  their  manhood,  and  not 
whimper  and  shake  when  some  official  should  come 
around.  Business  for  the  past  two  mrnths  has 
been  on  the  hurry-up  order  with  us,  and  still  im- 
proving. 

“YD”  office,  stock  yards,  again  open,  with  Bro. 
J.  A.  Wahlfarth  in  charge. 

Cert.  874. 


C.  & C.  B.  Iowa  Division — 

As  we  missed  our  write-up  in  the  last  Telegra- 
pher, guess  we  will  have  to  get  back  in  line. 

Everything  on  this  end  of  the  pike  is  moving 
in  the  same  old  way,  and  not  quite  so  many 
changes  among  the  night  men,  as  there  was  last 
month. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Lingham,  agent  at  Melbourne,  has 
been  very  low  with  the  typhoid  fever,  but  at  this 
writing  is  improving.  Ed.’s  many  friends  will 
be  glad  to  see  him  back  to  work  soon. 

Bro.  O.  E.  Hanssen  relieved  Bro.  Lingham  at 
Melbourne  a few  days,  and  was  called  to  his  home 
on  account  of  sickness  of  his  mother.  Bro.  A.  F. 
Manicke  relieved  him. 

Delhi,  on  the  Calmar  line,  was  made  non-tele- 
graph station,  and  Bro.  H.  C.  Gustafson,  who  was 
agent  there,  got  Jamaica,  vice  Bro.  D.  W.  Law- 
son,  who  resigned. 

Bro.  B.  N.  Bongers,  of  Elberon,  nights,  got 
Dedham,  nights,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Haase,  of  Des 
Moines  River,  nights,  got  Elberon,  nights.  Mr. 
Haase  has  the  proper  blanks  to  fill  up,  and  will 
be  with  us  before  this  is  in  print.  Mr.  McManus, 
an  extra  man,  got  Des  Moines  River,  nights. 

Bro.  Held,  of  Olin,  is  working  in  “MA”  office 
at  Marion,  while  Bro.  Geo.  Hill  is  working  a 
trick.  L.  A.  Turner,  third  trick  man  on  east 
end  is  off  on  his  honeymoon.  Bro.  Jordan,  agent 
at  Paralta,  is  taking  Bro.  Held’s  place,  and  Bro. 
Schafer  is  handling  the  levers  at  Paralta  for  Bro. 
Jordan. 

Bro.  Taylor,  of  Covington,  nights,  got  night 
office  at  “JO,”  East  Marion  yard.  Covington, 
n-ights,  not  yet  filled  regularly.  Mr.  Peasley,  a 
new  man,  is  working  there  extra. 

Bro.  Belles,  agent  at  Weston,  has  resigned,  and 
Bro.  Peterman,  from  Slater,  nights,  gets  Weston; 
Bro.  Wright,  of  Herndon,  nights,  gets  Slater, 
nights.  Herndon,  nights,  not  yet  filled,  and  don’t 
know  who  is  there  extra. 


Bro.  Amsden,  of  Van  Horne,  has  been  off  the 
past  month  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  mother. 
He  has  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  division.  Bro. 
Leonard,  night  man  at  Van  Horne,  ha9  been  work- 
ing days,  and  a new  man,  Mr.  Huyok,  has  been 
wmrking  nights. 

Bro.  Sharpe  has  become  a benedict,  and  has  been 
off  for  the  past  month  on  a wedding  trip.  We  wi-h 
the  happy  pair  all  kinds  of  good  luck.  Bro.  Posten, 
of  Maxwell,  nights,  handled  the  levers  at  Capron 
during  Bro.  Sharp’s  absence,  and  was  relieved  by 
Bro.  Argo,  an  extra  man,  at  Maxwell. 

Bro.  Bernert,  of  Neola  nights,  and  Mr.  Young, 
of  Gladstone,  nights,  are  off  on  a 30-day  vacation. 
Guess  they  wanted  the  rest  all  right,  but  don’t 
know  how  the  time  suited  them. 

Mr.  McConaughy,  who  was  hurt  while  handling 
baggage  some  time  ago  at  Wyoming,  has  traded 
that  station  to  Bro.  Swords  for  Wheatland  station 
on  account  of  a lighter  station. 

The  meeting  at  Perry,  on  September  26th.  was 
quite  well  attended,  but  there  is  still  room  for  im- 
provement, and  the  boys  should  all  try  and  get 
out  to  these  meetings.  It  can  be  done  without 
much  inconvenience,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  can  be  made  very  beneficial.  Each  one  pres- 
ent took  quite  an  interest,  and  a very  p’eosant 
afternoon  was  spent  in  short  talks  by  members. 
There  was  a nice  turnout  at  the  meeting  at 
Marion,  Wednesday  evening,  October  19th,  and  the 
attendance  at  our  meeting  is  improving  greatly. 

The  evening  was  spent  in  some  very  good  talks 
by  the  members,  and  our  local  chairman,  and  no 
doubt  every  one  present  will  be  there  at  the  call 
of  time  for  our  next.  Our  next  is  to  be  held  at 
Coon  Rapids,  Sunday  afternoon,  November  20th, 
and  all  that  can  possibly  get  away  should  arrange 
to  attend.  There  will  be  several  papers  on  differ- 
ent subjects  by  members.  Our  Local  Onion- n 
will  be  there  with  a talk  on  our  schedule,  rnd 
more  of  his  good  advice  to  the  boys  in  regard  to 
making  the  standard  of  service  on  this  divisi  n 
above  the  standard.  Let’s  all  push  this  along,  so 
that  when  our  General  Committee  go  into  confer- 
ence with  the  railway  officials  again,  our  Local 
Chairman  will  be  in  a position  where  he  may  be 
proud  of  the  kind  of  service  on  this  division  in- 
stead of  giving  the  officials  cause  to  find  fault  with 
it.  The  C.  B.  Iowa  had  the  name  of  be'ng  the 
black  sheep  last  year,  but  the  way  matters  have 
been  going  on  the  past  six  months  we  expect  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  class.  Every  one  just  remember 
that  good  service  is  bound  to  win.  and  that  you 
can’t  keep  good  men  down.  Always  be  there  with 
the  goods,  and  the  result  will  be  surprising. 

Had  better  cut  out  now  so  as  to  give  the  other 
divisions  a little  space,  and  hope  to  see  letters 
from  each  division  on  the  C.  M.  & St.  P. 

Cert.  16. 


C.,  ST.  P.,  M.  & O.  Ry. 


Eau  Claire  Meeting — 


A fraternal  meeting  was  held  by  the  telegra- 
phers of  the  Wisconsin  division  of  the  C.,  St.  P., 
M.  & O.  Ry.,  Sunday,  October  16th,  at  Eau  Claire. 
A good  sized  and  enthusiastic  crowd  was  present. 
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It  had  been  expected  that  Bro.  Troy,  of  the 
C.  & N.  W.,  and  Bro.  Hanka,  of  the  M.  & I. 
Division,  would  be  with  us,  and  furnish  the  larger 
part  of  the  day’s  programme,  but  the  fates  ruled 
otherwise.  Bro.  Troy  missed  his  connections  in 
Milwaukee,  and  so  missed  us,  and  Bro.  Hakes, 
after  a series  of  lay  outs  on  the  M.  & I.  Division, 
arrived  in  St.  Paul  in  time  to  miss  connections 
with  No.  4.  Still  undaunted,  he  made  arrange- 
ments to  pursue  his  journey  on  a stock  train  leav- 
ing St.  Paul  at  11:30,  but  being  obliged  to  stop 
at  Knapp  and  switch  a few  cars  by  hand  (accord- 
ing to  himself)  he  only  succeeded  'in  arriving  at 
Eau  Claire  in  time  to  board  No.  1 westbound, 
and  too  late  for  the  fun,  and  the  supper  too. 
After  the  meeting  the  company  adjourned  to  the 
Eau  Claire  House,  where  supper  was  served. 

The  meeting  certainly  established  one  fact,  if 
there  was  any  doubt  of  it  before,  and  that  is  the 
boys  on  the  Wisconsin  Division  are  heart  and 
soul  in  the  work,  and  although  we  may  not  say 
much,  we  keep  on  sawing  wood. 

A number  of  changes  have  taken  place  on 
the  division  within  the  last  month. 

Bro.  B.  B.  Johnson,  formerly  of  Altoona,  has 
been  moved  to  Itasca,  and  may  remain  there  per- 
manently. Bro.  Johnson  deserves  it. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Lawler,  of  Humbird,  was  transferred 
to  Menomonee  City,  nights,  permanently. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Valek,  of  Menomonee  City,  has  been 
acting  as  relief  man  lately,  but  expects  to  settle 
down  soon. 

Bro.  Stanton,  at  Rusk,  has  been  laying  off,  and 
has  taken  a trip  through  the  Dakotas  and  Canada. 
Bro;  Stanton  may  have  intended  to  abscond  with 
that  fraternal  fund,  but  those  who  were  at  Eau 
Claire,  and  smoked  on  that  “V”  he  sent  back, 
will  not  believe  it. 

Bro.  R.  W.  Biggar,  of  Merrillan,  nights,  has 
been  away  for  some  time.  Bro.  Biggar  accom- 
panied his  mother  to  Minneapolis  for  medical 
treatment,  being  relieved  at  Merrillan  by  Mr. 
Bone  from  “A”  office. 

W.  R.  Oldham,  of  Woodville,  has  also  been 
taking  a well-earned  vacation. 

A.  P.  Sample,  the  genial  day  man  at  Merrillan, 
has  been  at  the  county  seat  attending  that  murder 
trial,  but  expect*  to  be  back  again  in  a few  days. 

Bro.  Goodwin,  of  the  C.,  M.  & St.  P.  Ry.  is 
relieving  Bro.  Johnson  at  Altoona. 

During  the  past  week  new  block  offices,  with 
day  and  night  telegraphers  in  charge  were  estab- 
lished at  HalHe,  Koll,  Norman  and  Eagle  Point, 
and  a night  man  has  been  installed  at  Bloomer.  All 
of  the  new  men,  except  the  day  telegrapher  at 
Norman,  and  the  night  man  at  Hallic,  are  nons, 
most  of  them  being  students  from  some  “joint.” 
If  they  don’t  get  a good  O.  R.  T.  education  it 
won’t  be  the  fault  of  the  O.  R.  T.  boys  who  come 
in  contact  with  them.  Those  who  are  eligible  will 
speedily  be  shown  the  error  of  their  ways,  and 
taken  into  the  fold.  Bro.  Bayerl  is  again  work 
ing  the  day  trick  at  Bloomer,  Bro.  Durkee  having 
resumed  duty  as  exclusive  agent  and  mail  car 
rier. 


The  old  nons  are  slowly  but  surely  rounding 
into  the  ranks.  Some  are  hard  to  land,  but  the 
untiring  efforts  of  the  members  in  contact  with 
them  are  gradually  beating  down  the  barriers. 

It  developed  at  the  last  meeting  that  a few  of 
the  “loyal”  ones  have  by  some  oversight  allowed 
themselves  to  lapse,  and  are  returned  as  delin- 
quent We  find  that  some  have  kept  their  dues 
up,  but  have  neglected  to  keep  up  their  insurance, 
or  have  failed  to  remit  the  assessment  levied  last 
fall  for  the  committees.  Wc  should  bear  in  mind 
that  the  insurance  assessments  and  special  assess 
ment  must  be  paid  as  well  as  the  annual  dues,  if 
we  wish  to  retain  our  membership  in  the  Order, 
and  all  of  us  do. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  the  Omaha  has  fur- 
nished one  “scab”  for  the  "Katy,”  yet  unless 
our  information  is  incorrect,  we  are  afraid  that 
puch  is  the  case.  The  only  consolation  to  be  de- 
rived from  it  is  that  we  aTe  rid  of  him. 

Bro.  Wimmer,  of  Knapp,  has  been  away  for  a 
few  weeks  taking  in  the  Fair  at  St.  Louis,  but 
has  now  returned  to  his  old  post.  Bro.  Wimmer 
was  relieved  by  Bro.  Keene,  of  the  night  trick. 

Bro.  Nott,  of  Eau  Claire,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
an  O.  R.  T.  ball  would  be  the  proper  thing. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  other  boys  think  the  same 
way.  Let  us  hear  from  you  about  it 

Bro.  O.  L.  Cline,  of  Chili,  has  been  taking  a 
much  needed  rest,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Scott. 

We  hope  all  of  the  brothers  who  wish  to  see 
their  names  in  print  will  send  us  little  items  of 
their  doings.  It  is  extremely  hard  to  keep  track 
of  what  is  going  on  along  the  pike,  and  it  is  con- 
siderable trouble  to  write  the  different  members 
to  find  out,  besides  if  you  will  not  drop  us  a 
line  occasionally  of  your  own  free  will,  it  is 
doubtful  if  you  would  answer  inquiries  anyway. 

Don’t  be  a bit  bashful  about  sending  in  what 
you  know,  any  item  of  interest  to  the  others,  such 
as  the  comings  and  goings  of  different  members, 
changes  made  in  the  personnel  of  the  employes 
of  a station,  marriages,  births  and  divorces  among 
the  guild.  All  these  would  give  us  a good  rep- 
resentation in  the  columns  of  The  Telegrapher. 

We  will  try  and  do  a little  better  next  month, 
as  we  are  somewhat  rushed  this  time,  but  hope 
to  get  this  to  Bro.  Quick  in  time.  Div.  Coa. 


M.  & I.  Division — 

Mr.  Offin,  agent  at  Westbrook,  the  man  of 
many  promises,  enjoyed  a week’s  vacation  last 
month,  relieved  by  a good  brother,  Bro.  Moe. 

Bro.  Tillma,  of  Avoca,  was  married  to  Miss 
Magpie  Ilecldentpuis,  of  Hosper,  September  ^oth 

Bro.  Tas.  Gove,  of  Windom,  is  now  at  Sheldon, 
nights,  steady. 

Bro.  Radtke,  extra,  relieved  Bro.  Gove  at  Win- 
dom when  the  latter  went  to  Sheldon. 

The  subscription  for  the  new  division  type- 
writer is  moving  along  slowly,  but  we  think  will 
end  up  with  a nice  new  mill  for  the  use  of  the 
local  chairman. 

Bro.  Gibson,  formerly  nights  at  West  Avenue, 
has  left  this  division,  destination  unknown.  He 
is  relieved  by  Bro.  McGarry,  of  Soo  City. 
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Mr.  Baumhofer,  of  Cliff,  days,  has  resigned  to 
accept  a position  with  a bucket  shop  down  in 
Nebraska.  Mr.  P.  Green  is  relieving  him. 

Mr.  Livingston,  nights  at  Nicols,  off  for  awhile, 
relieved  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Crooks,  late  of  Madelia. 

Bro.  C.  G.  Knapp,  of  Wilder,  is  at  “SU”  office 
awhile,  relieving  Mr.  Bash,  who  has  gone  to 
build  a house  on  his  Bonesteel  claim.  Bro.  Knapp 
is  relieved  by  Bro.  Tillma. 

Mr.  Ray  Slaker,  who  worked  extra  on  the  road 
this  summer,  is  now  busy  playing  football  with 
the  St.  James  high  school.  That  will  be  good 
training  for  “RA,”  and  fit  him  for  the  strenuous 
life  of  a railroad  man. 

Bro.  Hakes,  of  “JC,”  visited  the  Wisconsin 
boys  at  their  meeting  at  Eau  Claire  last  month, 
and  reports  a big  time. 

By  the  time  the  boys  read  this,  we  will  un- 
doubtedly have  had  another  meeting  with  Bros. 
Liddane  and  Butterbaugh  present,  but  this  goes 
in  too  early  for  a report  of  the  meeting. 

Lost — The  petition  asking  for  information  about 
the  $20  bill  lost  at  Yankton  by  Happy  Hooligan. 
Will  the  telegrapher  or  agent  who  last  saw  it 
please  make  a “short”  report,  and  notify  Happy, 
and  rush  the  report  in. 

All  kinds  of  good  news  from  the  “Katy”  boys. 
Wonder  why  we  don’t  get  any  of  the  news  in 
the  daily  papers?  Can  any  one  say? 

Mr.  Bash,  of  “SU”  office,  the  lucky  winner 
of  one  of  the  Bonesteel  capital  prises,  thought 
making  hay  all  day  and  trying  to  make  bread, 
coffee,  etc.,  also  was  a little  too  much,  so  he 
asked  Miss  Margarite  Chied,  of  Ashton,  la.,  to 
make  the  dough  while  he  helped  make  dough. 
She  said,  “Yes,  Milton,”  so  “Mr.”  is  passing 
the  cigars,  etc.,  over  his  double  luck.  The  wed- 
ding took  place  at  Ashton  Tuesday,  October  18th. 
They  have  gone  to  Bonesteel  to  dig  a cyclone 
cellar,  and  fix  a place  for  the  rotary  the  company 
is  going  to  loan  him,  so  he  can  get  home  at  least 
once  a week  when  he  goes  out  to  feed  the  stock. 
Bash  is  relieved  by  Bro.  Knapp,  of  “WD,”  who 
is  so  used  to  being  at  Wilder  that  he  even  blocks 
for  the  Soo  City  street  cars.  The  last  time  he 
was  seen  by  one  of  our  worthy  brothers  he  was 
standing  in  front  of  Davidson  Bros.  Company’s 
store  at  iok  p.  ra.  flagging  with  a blue  lantern. 
He  is  sure  making  good  at  “SU.” 

Bro.  McGary,  the  old  regular  night  owl  at 
“SB,”  is  now  located  at  “CS,”  nights.  “Me”  is 
bound  to  be  at  one  end  or  the  other. 

Bro.  Becknaget,  of  the  I.  C.,  is  holding  down 
*SB,”  nights,  for  awhile. 

By  the  time  this  reaches  you  readers,  I suppose 
you  will  have  had  a nice  visit  from  Bro.  Tenny, 
and  that  we  will  be  able  to  call  a lot  of  the  boys 
brother. 

What  is  the  matter  with  you  assistant  division 
correspondents?  Why  don’t  you  send  in  the  news 
so  we  will  have  something  to  tell  the  boys?  There 
are  lots  of  changes  being  made,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  one  man  to  keep  tab  on  them  all.  It  is  up 
to  you  assistants  to  make  the  M.  & I;  page  a 
newsy  one,  and  if  the  column  gets  shorter  each 
issue,  just  ask  yourselves  if  you  are  doing  your 


duty.  I hope  this  will  wake  some  of  you  up, 
and  next  month  give  us  a lot  of  news  to  end 
the  year  with.  Div.  Con. 


Long  Island  Ry. 

October  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  our 
worthy  Chief,  Bro.  Newcomb  in  chair,  and  quite* 
a few  members  present,  but  nothing  like  what  we 
should  have  as  regular  attendants.  When  you 
can  get  such  good  services,  why  is  it,  Brothers, 
you  fail  to  attend  a meeting  that  is  called  for  your 
special  benefit?  Are  you  dead  to  your  own  wants 
and  needs?  I can  say  you  are  not  dead  as  to 
what  you  want,  for  you  never  forget  that 
when  you  have  a chance  to  give  us  your  advice. 
You  are  not  very  sparing  with  it.  Why  not  be 
men,  and  go  to  your  meeting  room,  and  air  your 
grievances  there?  Why  do  you  persist  in  staying 
away?  On  account  of  Bro.  Hawkins  leaving  the 
L.  I.  service,  his  resignation  as  Chairman  of 
Board  of  Adjustment  was  accepted  with  much  re- 
gret, and  a rising  vote  of  thanks  extended  to  him. 
Election  to  fill  vacancy  was  declared  in  order, 
and  the  honor  fell  to  Bro.  Newcomb,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  every  Brother  will  do  his  full  duty,  and 
give  this  Brother  his  undivided  support,  for  his 
work  will  be  no  better  than  you  help  to  make  it. 
You  have  put  him  in  this  position;  now,  rally  to 
his  support  as  loyal  Brothers  should,  and  you  will 
find  you  have  not  misplaced  your  trust.  Several 
changes  have  occurred  in  our  officers,  account  of 
Brothers  securing  other  positions. 

By  a unanimous  vote,  our  division  sent  fifty 
dollars  as  a voluntary  contribution,  to  help  our 
Brothers  on  the  M.  K.  & T.,  and  it  is  hoped  they 
will  win  their  hard  struggle  for  a scanty  liveli- 
hood. 

Several  new  faces  were  seen  in  our  division 
room,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  become  regular  at- 
tendants, for  you  have  no  better  way  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  your  fellow-worker,  and  in  this 
way  lightening  your  work.  Is  it  not  much  easier 
work  when  you  know  who  and  what  you  are  work- 
ing with?  Come,  Brothers,  keep  in  line,  and  do 
your  work,  and  do  it  well.  Last,  but  not  least,  do 
not  forget  to  attend  your  meetings.  They  are 
the  life  of  your  organization. 

Bro.  Newton  spent  two  weeks  in  Berkshire  Hills 
gunning  and  fishing,  and  reports  a large  time. 
Also  visited  Otis,  Mass.,  and  is  larger  than  ever. 

Bro.  J.  Fred.  Roe  is  spending  a month  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  at  last  accounts  he  was  wishing  his 
time  had  expired,  relieved  by  Bro.  Leahy. 

Bro.  H.  E.  Place,  agent  at  Queens,  is  visiting 
relatives  in  Vermont,  relieved  by  Bro.  Wintress. 

Bro.  Whitman,  of  Floral  Park,  has  a first-class 
pair  of  buckskin  gloves  for  sale  very  cheap.  First 
call  gets  ’em. 

Bro.  Eugene  Wills,  of  West  Floral  Park,  has  a 
new  gun,  and  practices  daily.  Burglars  take  notice, 
Gene  is  a sure  dead  shot. 

Bro.  Ed.  Grove  is  spending  his  vacation  down 
in  ole  Virginy.  What’s  the  attraction,  Ed.? 

Bro.  Griffin,  at  Queen’s,  has  decided  to  raise  a 
mustache.  Says  it  makes  a married  man  look 
more  dignified. 
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Bro.  Crotty,  at  Brushville,  days.  Watch  for 
his  side  whiskers  in  near  future. 

Bro.  Penny,  the  only  ladies’  man  on  the  main 
line,  still  holds  fort  at  Hollis. 

Bro.  D.  H.  Bowers,  the  popular  relief  operator 
and  signal  man,  devotes  his  spare  time  minding 
the  new  girl  baby.  That’s  right,  Dan,  we’ve  been 
there  ourselves. 

Sisters  Hammond,  Terry  and  Maroney  attended 
our  last  meeting.  That’s  right,  Sisters.  We  arc 
always  pleased  to  see  you,  and  it’s  a good  exam- 
ple for  the  Brothers  to  copy.  Get  busy,  boys,  and 
cut  those  dates  out. 

Sister  C.  B.  Ross  will  spend  her  vacation  visit- 
ing friends  on  Long  Island,  and  a trip  to  Tampa, 
Fla.  Look  out,  Sister,  the  country  is  full  of 

’gaters. 

We  would  like  to  know  why  Bro.  Hill  carries 
such  a large  lunch  bag.  The  only  things  in  Val- 
ley Stream  for  sale  are  Uneeda  biscuits  and  canned 
smoked  ham. 

Bro.  Coons,  days  at  Thompson  Ave.,  middle, 
spent  a few  days  in  Boston  last  week,  and  reports 
a big  time. 

Bro.  Sooy  is  doing  stunts  at  Winfield,  nigh's, 
with  Martin  as  a side  partner.  Chap  says  hr 
leads  a strenuous  life  on  that  1 6-lever  machine. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Barry  fills  vacancy  at  Skillman  Ave., 
days,  and  has  asked  for  transfer  to  Division  44- 
Welcome,  Brother. 

Bro.  Ross,  at  West  Woodside,  days,  keeps  tabs 
on  the  freights. 

Bro.  Freidline  is  the  hustling  agent  at  New 
Hyde  Park,  and  is  always  ready  to  do  you  a good 
turn. 

The  new  tower  in  passenger  yard  goes  into 
service  first  of  November.  This  is  going  to  be 
quite  a warm  place  in  summer  time;  only  187 
lever  machines  in  this  tower. 

Bro.  Brown  has  moved  in  his  new  tower  at 
Jamaica  block,  and  from  all  accounts  he  is  very 
much  elevated. 

Bro.  Scully,  the  genial  agent  at  Elmhurst,  was 
reported  very  sick  a few  days  ago,  but  upon  inves- 
tigation it  was  only  a very  severe  case  of  home 
sickness. 

We  are  very  glad  to  hear  from  Bro.  A.  D. 
Johnson  again,  and  to  know  he  will  soon  be  abb 
for  duty.  He  has  been  on  sick  list  for  nearly  two 
months. 

Bro.  A.  S.  Frederick,  at  Jamesport,  takes  a live’y 
interest  in  workings  of  the  Order,  but  on  account 
of  long  distance  is  unable  to  attend  meetings. 

Bro.  Geo.  Turner  has  resumed  duty  at  L.  I. 
crossover  after  closing  Manhattan  Beach  Jet.,  for 
winter.  George  says  he  is  soon  to  move  to  White- 
stone.  What  is  it,  Chap? 

Sauer  kraut  for  sale.  Bro.  Leonard  makes  a 
special  brand  between  office  hours. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Callahan,  night  owl,  Jamaica  block, 
spent  ten  days  visiting  friends  up  State,  relieve  1 
by  Mr.  Coslar,  who  has  applied  for  his  cit  z n 
papers. 

Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Burt  and  son  are  spending 
a month  down  East,  while  Bro.  Richards  hold* 
down  chair  at  Great  Neck. 


After  a long  time,  Bro.  R.  W.  Condon  has  made 
his  appearance  again,  and  is  located  at  Montgom- 
ery, Ala. 

Bro.  J.  D.  Webster,  the  geperal  agent  at  Glen 
Cove,  hustles  the  baggage  in  great  style  since  get- 
ting his  new  freight  office. 

Sister  Irene  Webb  is  still  located  at  Patchogue, 
and  a better  lightning  catcher  you  can  not  find. 
.“No  cards,  no  favors.” 

What  has  become  of  the  Brothers  who  were  to 
assist  in  securing  notes?  Scribe. 


C.,  N.  O.  & T.  P.  Ry. 

Cincinnati  Division — 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  boys  on  this  division 
are  not  hustling  after  the  nons  as  they  should. 
We  certainly  can  do  something  if  we  will  go  at 
things  right.  We  have  a good  many  boys  on  the 
right  road  to  help  us,  and  if  we  all  work  together 
we  are  bound  to  succeed.  Time  is  money  to  us. 
Just  think  of  the  idea  of  working  12  hours  a day 
365  days  in  the  year  for  the  small  sum  of  $42.50 
per  month.  That  is  certainly  ridiculous. 

All  that  is  holding  us  back  from  what  we  should 
have  is  just  because  we  do  not  get  the  nons  to- 
gether with  us.  I have  been  a member  of  the  O. 
R.  T.  for  the  past  two  years,  and  worked  right 
with  you.  Never  have  we  heard  any  kick  from 
the  company  against  it,  and  if  such  was  the  case 
we  certainly  would  have  heard  something  of  it. 
Nons,  have  you  any  nerve?  Come  ahead;  what  if 
you  do  lose  that  $42. 50  night  job?  You  will  never 
lose  anything  by  joining  the  O.  R.  T.  Never  will 
you  regret  that  good  step.  I have  talked  with  a 
few  nons  here,  of  late,  all  that  I have  had  an  op- 
portunity  to  speak  with.  Some  talked  as  if  they 
were  coming  in  right  away,  and  others  talked  very 
discouragingly.  Don’t  say  you  may  be  wrong. 
You  don’t  say  you  are  right.  Say  "I  know  I am 
right,”  and  get  your  new  card. 

Certificate  47*5- 


Wabash  Ry. 

First  District— 

As  I have  just  had  a wire  talk  with  a few  of 
the  Brothers  this  morning  in  regard  to  how  we 
stand,  I must  say  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  how 
many  “up-to-dates’’  we  have  between  Peru  and 
“NG.”  It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  writer  to  see 
two  nons  enrolled  on  the  page  of  honor  the  last 
week. 

I "13”  a few  of  the  boys  are  back  with  thfi' 
dues,  but  hope  they  will  realize  the  importance  cf 
this  matter,  for  even  the  trainmen  like  to  see  an 
up-to-date  card.  Last  quarter  I was  a little  slow  in 
receiving  my  card,  and  in  getting  on  the  train 
one  day,  the  conductor  wished  to  know,  “Who  are 
you?”  I banded  him  my  card  he  scanned  it  care- 
fully and  replied,  “You  are  not  up-to-date.”  This 
shows  how  every  class  is  becoming  inoculated  with 
the  principle  of  unionism,  and,  furthermore,  it  is 
a sign  of  your  patriotism.  It  shows  you  hive  a 
sense  of  happiness,  a love  of  home,  for  a man  who 
will  not  support  his  union  is  either  a traitor  an  1 
coward,  or  his  finer  senses  are  blunted  into  a 
submission  of  slavery. 
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Cooped  up  in  an  office  twelve  hours  per  day,  can 
we  feel  buoyant  and  cheerful  when  we  go  home 
to  wife  and  babies,  or  can  we  picture  a bright 
future  to  our  clinging  little  "flame?"  Happine-s 
is  'the  nymph  we  are  all  pursuing,  and  when  I 
hear  of  some  poor  $50  night  owl  losing  his 
job  the  day  they  won  their  other  half,  like  a 
couple  did  over  here  a short  time  ago.  I wonder 
if  we  had  not  better  practice  platonic  marriage  (in 
the  spirit)  until  our  conditions  are  bettered.  How- 
ever, I do  not  think  many  of  the  Brothers  are 
educated  to  the  finer  taste  of  a wireless  kiss,  cr 
an  armless  squeeze;  at  least  Brothers  Gus,  Char- 
ley, and  Wardour  were  not 

I have  received  the  assessment  slip  for  volun- 
tary contribution  to  the  protective  fund,  and  to 
assist  the  Brothers  who  are  putting  up  such  a noble 
fight  on  the  Katy.  I hope  all  of  you  will  show 
your  loyalty  by  making  a quick  response  to  this 
call.  A great  many  of  the  Brothers  seem  to  be  a 
little  impatient  for  something  to  be  done  on  this 
line.  I hope  you  understand  Bros.  Quick  ?nd 
Perham  are  busy  with  the  strike  situation  at  St. 
Louis.  The  Katy  was  ahead  of  us  with  their 
grievance,  and  the  lesson  should  be  an  incentive 
to  each  one  of  us  to  put  forth  every  effort  to  make 
our  line  as  solid  as  possible.  Now  as  to  a plan  of 
action,  let  us  stop  rainbow  chasing,  and  infuse  a 
little  more  conservatism  into  our  talk.  The  $7, 
minimum  is  all  right,  but  it  is  afar  off.  What  we 
want  is  shorter  hours.  Let  us  ask  a 5 per  cent 
increase  East,  and  7 per  cent  West  of  the  M:ss;s- 
sippi  River.  I think  there  is  only  2 per  cent  dif- 
ference in  the  cost  of  living,  and  4 days’  vacation 
per  month.  I know  we  would  feel  more  like 
human  beings  if  we  could  enjoy  each  Sabbath  in 
recreation,  but  it  would  be  impossible  at  present. 
I do  not  think  this  demand  out  of  reason,  and 
would  like  to  hear  the  views  of  others  upon  this 
plan,  and  see  if  we  can  not  make  5 per  cent  in- 
crease East,  and  7 per  cent  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
with  four  days’  vacation  per  month,  with  pay  “The 
Paramount  Issue.”  Div.  Coa. 


P.  & L.  E.  R.  R. 

I think  the  per  cent  plan  of  asking  for  an  in- 
crease is  the  proper  caper,  as  at  some  positions, 
and  in  different  sections  of  the  country  the  $75 
minimum  would  not  benefit  the  boys;  say  a 15 
to  20  per  cent  increase,  exclusive  of  express,  would 
be  something  like  it  for  a starter.  I am  in  favor 
of  cutting  the  U.  S.  mail  out  altogether,  as  it  takes 
up  one’s  time,  when  one  is  selling  tickets,  checking 
baggage,  billing  express,  and  generally  while  the 
dispatcher  is  giving  one-half  a dozen  or  more 
train  orders.  The  only  feasible  way  seems  to  be 
a general  request  on  all  roads,  and  it  would  not 
last  longer  than  a day,  if  that,  providing  all  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  gave  a go  d 
concentrated  push. 

There  should  be  some  radical  changes  made  n 
the  modus  operandi  of  this  “pike.”  The  bulle  in- 
ing  of  all  positions,  seniority  right,  if  qualified, 
two  weeks  each  year,  with  pay  to  those  who  have 
worked  one  year  or  longer,  and  the  payment  of  25 


cents  per  hour  for  all  time  after  twelve  or  eight 
hours,  as  the  case  may  be.  We  only  receive  tw-o 
shifts  if  we  work  twenty-four  hours,  where  we 
should  get  one  day,  and  $3  overtime.  Excuse  for 
not  giving  overtime  is  that  it  is  a regular  night 
position,  and  one  can  not  claim  overtime  on  that 
account. 

The  B.  & O.  boys  are  getting  it,  while  we  sit 
idly  by,  and  allow  the  moss  to  grow  on  our  backs, 
and  webs  to  accumulate  on  our  thinking  apparatus, 
blinding  us  to  our  own  interest  as  a bat,  and  using 
ourselves  to  exemplify  the  songs,  “I  Hates  to  Get 
Up  Early  in  the  Morning,*  and  “Go  Way  Back 
and  Sit  Down.” 

Boys,  send  in  your  contributions  to  the  protec- 
tive fund. 

Bro.  S.  O.  Long,  nights,  Beaver  Falls,  was  mar- 
ried about  September  21,  to  Miss  Otterman,  of 
Boston,  Penn.  Congratulations,  “BN.”  We  all 
smoke. 

Bro.  <C.  E.  Cook,  days,  Bearer  Falls,  off  attend- 
ing funeral  of  his  brother  at  Altoona.  The 
Brothers  extend  their  sympathy. 

Bro.  Carpenter  who  has  been  relieving  Bros. 
Cook  and  Long  for  last  two  months,  is  now  re- 
lieving night  man  at  Belle  Vernon. 

Bro.  F.  P.  Ketterer,  who  has  been  working  for 
Carnegie  Steel  Company,  at  South  Sharon,  for 
some  time,  is  now  working,  nights,  temporarily,  at 
New  Castle,  Jet.  How’s  weather  up  there,  Ike? 
Only  a little  over  six  feet. 

Bro.  Stonerode,  “SY”  tower,  gone  to  work  for 
Union  Pacific.  Success  wherever  you  go,  “SW.” 

Mr.  J.  A.  Hendericks,  Beaver,  appointed  agent 
at  West  Ellwood  Jet.,  vice  Mr.  W.  J.  Kirk,  trans- 
ferred to  Bentley  as  agent. 

“13”  the  item  in  the  September  Telegraph er 
did  not  please  Mr.  W.  F.  Guthrie,  agent  at  Shan- 
napin.  “The  sun  do  move.”  So  will  he  if  he  per- 
sists in  producing  “hams.”  Some  day  a “ham” 
will  take  his  place.  “Next.” 

Want  Bro.  McBride,  at  West  Ellwood  Junction, 
to  get  after  the  non  at  Ellwood  Gty  and  have 
him  fill  out  the  necessary  papers  to  get  aboard  the 
band  wagon  or  I will  get  after  you  “MC,”  with 
a big  stick.  “Me”  belongs  to  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
and  the  Old  Reliable  Team  O.  R.  T.  May  your 
shadow  never  grow  less. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Ricker,  nights  “RK,”  held  up,  but 
“13”  there  was  nothing  doing  on  account  of  too 
far  away  from  pay  day. 

Bro.  McClelland,  “Z”  office,  days,  trying  to 
run  ’em  all  light.  Great  boy,  that  “N.”  How’s 
the  night  man,  Jack? 

Bro.  Neumann,  days  “RK,”  rather  sleepy  Mon- 
day mornings.  What’s  wrong,  “N”? 

Business  picking  up  on  the  “Little  Giant”  with 
the  coming  of  colder  weather. 

Would  like  to  hear  from  some  brother  on 
Yough,  or  Monongahela  Division.  Are  you  boys 
asleep  or  dead  ? Come,  wake  up,  and  hear  the 
politicians  blow  themselves. 

Here’s  to  the  boys  of  the  “Katy.”  May  they 
keep  the  full  hand  and  rake  in  the  “pot.”  It’s 
yours,  brothers,  and  there  are  loyal  hearts  back 
of  you,  too.  I wonder  how  the  scab  book  will 
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look.  My,  oh  myl  What  a beautiful  degree  to 
get.  For  mine,  “death  before  dishonor.” 

If  this  runs  the  blockade  at  St.  Louis,  will  come 
again.  ”73.”  Cert.  12243- 


Erie  Ry. 

Mahoning  Division — 

W.  C.  Bestor,  of  “HD”  office,  nights,  was 
off  for  a week  slaughtering  squirrels  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Geauga  County.  Your  scribe  did 
not  learn  who  the  relief  was,  but  understand  the 
office  was  closed  one  night  on  account  of  no  teleg- 
rapher being  available. 

W.  A.  Reynolds,  of  Wilson  Avenue,  days,  put 
in  three  weeks  working  nights  at  Randall,  his 
home  town,  on  account  of  F.  Way,  regular  night 
man,  at  Randall,  being  off  sick.  This  moved 
Simonds  from  night  to  day  trick  at  Wilson  Ave- 
nue, and  put  Sherman  Hart,  the  extra  man,  on  in 
Simonds’  place.  4 

J.  B.  King,  of  Mantua,  days,  is  taking  in  the 
sights  along  the  Pike  in  St.  Louis,  J.  A.  Ashton, 
of  Mahoning,  nights,  going  to  Mantua,  days,  in 
King’s  absence,  and  extra  man,  G.  W.  Taylor,  Jr., 
going  to  Mahoning  nights,  in  Ashton’s  place. 
George  told  your  scribe  that  he  left  for  St.  Louis 
as  soon  as  Ashton  returned  to  Mahoning. 

H.  W.  Barnes,  of  “YO”  office,  Youngstown,  has 
resumed  work  after  a trip  to  New  York  City. 
This  puts  F.  E.  North  back  to  Leavittsburg,  nights. 

At  the  present  writing  Coles,  nights,  is  being 
advertised. 

At  the  open  meeting  held  in  Trainmen’s  Hall, 
Finn  Block,  Youngstown,  Saturday  night,  Octo- 
ber 15,  there  was  quite  a turnout  of  telegraphers. 
All  systems  entering  Youngstown  were  represented 
except  the  B.  & O.  Nevertheless,  there  was  a gain 
of  one  system  and  it  is  expected  that  some  B.  & 
O.  men  will  put  in  an  appearance  at  next  meeting. 
One  step  of  advancement  taken  this  night  was 
the  permanent  establishment  of  these  meetings  to 
be  held  the  third  Saturday  night  of  each  month. 
Now  just  make  a note  of  this;  mark  it  down  on 
your  hat  band  or  some  other  conspicuous  place, 
and  then  come  to  these  meetings.  The  most  in- 
teresting party  at  this  meeting  was  that  whole- 
souled  genial  fellow,  T.  M.  Pierson,  Second  Vice- 
President  of  the  Telegraphers*  organization.  In  a 
general  talk  he  very  clearly  showed  the  cause  and 
effect  of  things  that  have  stood  and  now  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  advancement  of  our  profession  and 
by  the  use  of  apt  illustrations  showed  how  it  was 
possible  to  overcome  all  obstacles  that  now  stood 
in  the  way.  One  in  particular  which  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  writer  stood  out  or  above  the  others, 
was  when  he  compared  the  meeting  and  the  room 
in  which  it  was  held  or  the  room,  hall  or  building 
in  which  future  meetings  are  to  be  held  as  the 
school  room  for  the  education  of  those  of  this 
profession  to  fit  themselves  for  self-government,  and 
speaking  in  the  vernacular  of  the  day  those  of  you 
who  play  hookey  from  this  school  not  only  remain 
Uneducated,  but  make  of  yourselves  an  unnecessary 
burden  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who  would  at 
least  try  and  better  general  conditions. 


One  thing  also  noticed  at  these  meetings  is  that 
local  speakers  are  being  developed  and  becoming 
exponents  of  means  and  ways  of  producing  that 
which  of  necessity  may  be  required. 

Now  just  a few  words  from  the  ambassador  and 
I will  close.  The  ambassador  says  that  there  have 
been  governments,  that  there  are  governments  and 
that  there  is  a new  form  of  government  coming. 
A government  in  which  the  telegraphers  have  the 
privilege  of  taking  part  providing  they  are  in  the 
least  interested  and  care  to  fit  themselves  to  do  so. 
A government  which  if  you  bump  up  against  you 
shall  be  bruised.  A government  which  if  you 
stand  in  the  way  of  and  it  bumps  you  then  know 
that  you  shall  be  put  into  clear. 

Div.  Co  a. 


Bradford  Division — 

Our  October  journal  at  hand,  and  as  our  last 
letter  escaped  the  waste  basket  will  try  again  this 
month,  although  news  is  as  scarce  as  money. 

The  position  of  agent  and  telegrapher  at  Brock 
port  has  been  up  for  bids  since  the  last  writing  and 
understand  that  Bro.  Lamb  was  the  lucky  man. 
although  the  change  has  not  been  made  yet.  Extra 
agent  Bro.  Patton  still  working  at  Brockport. 

The  position  of  agent  and  telegrapher  at  Dagu» 
Mines  was  also  on  the  advertising  list  the  early 
part  of  the  month,  but  have  been  unable  to  learn 
who  the  lucky  man  is.  This  position  should  have 
called  out  the  bids  of  our  best  agents,  as  it  is  the 
best  paying  position  on  the  advertising  list.  The 
former  agent  at  this  point,  Bro.  Burke,  has  ac- 
cepted a position  with  the  B.  & S.  as  agent  at 
DuBois. 

Bro.  Wood,  regular  day  man  at  Clarion  Junction, 
has  returned  from  a two  weeks’  vacation,  Bro. 
Cortright,  regular  night  man,  holding  the  day  trick 
during  his  absence,  and  Bro.  Schaeffer,  working 
nights. 

Bro.  Steck,  copier  from  “BO”  office,  is  working 
in  Dispatcher  Hawley’s  place  at  “RY”  office. 

Bro.  Steck’s  place  is  filled  by  Caverly,  regular 
agent  at  Hutchins.  Last  month  I spoke  of  Mr. 
Caverly  as  brother,  but  have  been  informed  by 
members  that  although  Mr.  Caverly  wears  a button 
with  the  wreath  and  sounder  on  il  he  has  not  car- 
ried an  up-to-date  card  since  we  began  writing 
1904. 

That  is  the  extent  of  the  news  on  this  division 
of  the  old  reliable  for  this  month.  In  doping 
would  like  to  call  the  brothers*  and  sisters’  atten- 
tion to  the  small  assistance  asked  for  helping  our 
striking  brothers  on  the  Katy.  This  is  a very 
small  amount  for  us  to  contribute  from  our  month- 
ly check;  if  we  can  not  give  in  one  payment  we 
certainly  can  in  two  and  it  is  of  interest  to  us 
all  that  the  Katy  strike  should  be  won. 

Co**ESFOXDEXT. 


Cincinnati  Dh'ision  West — 

Since  the  resignation  of  Bro.  Curry  this  end  of 
the  division  has  not  been  represented  in  our  official 
organ,  hut  with  the  assistance  of  all  of  the  brothers 
I will  try  to  keep  our  allotted  space  filled.  If  you 
have  anything  for  publication  drop  me  a line,  bet- 
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ter  that  two  or  three  should  speak  of  the  same 
event  than  not  to  be  mentioned  at  all. 

Brothers,  it  is  simply  a fright  the  l.ck  of  in- 
terest that  is  being  manifested  in  brotherhood  af- 
fairs on  both  the  east  and  west  ends  of  this 
division.  Out  of  a membership  of  ninety  or  better 
only  from  five  to  ten  out  to  meetings.  Those  of 
you  who  are  not  attending  meetings  are  c rtainly 
creating  a wrong  impression  either  with  us  or  the 
officials  of  the  railroad. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  officials  know 
our  every  move.  The  spy  system  being  so  com- 
plete they  know  just  who  are  attending  meetings 
and  who  are  not.  While  we  count  you  as  loyal 
to  us,  as  you  hold  up-to-date  cards,  the  officials 
by  your  lack  of  interest  in  your  own  benefits, 
count  you  on  their  side. 

Another  thing  I want  to  impress  very  firmly  on 
your  minds,  that  is  while  you  stay  at  home  and 
make  your  kicks  to  the  section  men  and  farmers 
that  congregate  in  your  offices,  that  you  a~e  equ'-l'y 
responsible  with  the  loyal  few  who  do  get  out  1 1 
meetings  for  any  and  all  mistakes  or  failures  thev 
may  make  when  you  are  absent.  You  were  all 
notified  of  meeting  dates  for  the  entire  year  and 
if  you  have  misplaced  your  list  call  on  one  of  your 
neighbors  or  the  local  chairman,  who  will  gladly 
furnish  a duplicate  list. 

We  are  sorry  to  announce  the  resignation  of 
Bro.  T.  G Lewis  as  local  chairman,' effective  Octo- 
ber i.  Bro.  Lewis  has  been  a faithful  and  earnest 
worker  for  the  Order  and  we  wish  him  all  success 
possible  in  the  position  for  which  he  is  aspiring 
in  the  political  field.  If  he  lands  the  plum  there 
is  no  doiibt  but  what  he  will  exert  his  influence  in 
the  right  direction. 

The  remark  has  often  been  heard  on  the  wire 
and  in  different  offices  by  some  of  our  “loyal  mem- 
bers’* that  there  is  no  use  going  to  meetings,  as 
there  is  nothing  doing.  Of  course,  you  who  are 
making  such  remarks  are  doing  much  good  for  the 
cause.  It  is  quite  an  inducement  for  a new  mem- 
ber who  hears  them  to  get  out  and  take  part,  I 
don’t  think.  The  sooner  you  cut  this  business  out 
and  get  to  the  meetings  the  better  it  will  be  for 
all  concerned.  If  you  have  any  kicks  coming  get 
out  and  tell  us  about  it,  that  is  what  the  meetings 
are  for.  Meetings  for  the  rest  of  the  year  are 
Mansfield,  December  12,  3:30  P-  m.;  Marion,  No- 
vember 19  and  December  26,  7:30  p.  m. 

Cert.  5 77- 


C.  A O.  Ry. 

Hinton  Meeting — 

The  Hinton  Lodge  of  System  Division  No.  40 
held  its  regular  monthly  meeting  on  Masonic 
Hall,  October  21st. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o’clock 
by  Chairman  Denning,  of  New  River  District, 
who  also  acted  as  Chief  Telegrapher  in  the  absence 
of  Bro.  J.  J.  Holt.  Officers  were  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancies,  after  which  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  by  Secretary  Jas.  Rush- 
ford,  and  the  good  work  proceeded  as  usual. 

There  were  about^sixteen  or  eighteen  members 
present,  the  most  of  whom  were  from  New  River 


District,  there  being  only  four  from  Allegheny 
District.  This  is  not  a very  good  showing  for  the 
Mountain  boys,  but  as  there  are  no  passenger 
trains  running  west  at  this  period  of  the  day,  we 
are  compelled  to  accept  some  of  tlieir  excuses. 
There  are  some  wide-awake  members  on  the  Hill 
District  and  we  hope  they  will  come  out  as  often 
as  possible. 

The  application  for  membership  of  Mr.  A.  L. 
Sawyers,  of  Moss  Run,  Va.,  was  presented  before 
the  Lodge  for  admission.  The  same  was  favorably 
passed  upon,  and  Bro.  Sawyer  becomes,  the  second 
time,  a member  of  an  organization  that  is  ready 
and  anxious  to  stand  by  him,  if  he  will  but  give 
it  his  support.  Our  brother  now  willingly  admits 
that  he  made  a serious  mistake  by  dropping  out 
of  the  Order,  and  redeems  himself  by  joining 
again  the  ranks  of  our  noble  army,  which  only 
can  offer  the  protection  that  we  so  much  need. 
We  welcome  Bro.  Sawyer  back  to.  our  fold. 

Bro.  Dennis  Smith  was  the  chief  orator  of  the 
night.  Den  shows  by  his  words  and  -actions  that 
he  favors  a policy  of  justice  and  fair  treatment 
from  all  sides,  and  proves  that  he  will  not  go 
behind  the  stump  to  make  his  statements. 

Bro.  Denning  is  making  a number  one  chairman, 
and  is  filling  that  important  office  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  duties  of  this 
office  are  very  numerous,  and  Bro.  Denning  works 
exceedingly  well  in  the  harness. 

The  office  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  is  still 
filled  in  a most  successful  manner  by  Bro.  Jas. 
Rushford,  “the  old  stand-by.’’  We  doubt  if  there 
is  another  secretary  in  the  country  that  under- 
stands his  business  any  better  than  Jim,  and  to 
his  honest  and  continuous  efforts  the  Hinton  Lodge 
owes  no  little  of  its  past  successes  and  good  repu- 
tation. 

If  any  of  us  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  the 
general  offices  in  St.  Louis,  we  will  be  treated  in 
a most  courteous  manner  by  the  “head  pushers’’ 
of  our  organization,  and  if  you  want  to  hear  some- 
thing that  will  make  you  feel  good,  just  tell  them 
you  are  from  the  C.  & O.,  and  you  will  be  treated 
v/ith  the  remark  that  you  have  the  best  organized 
road  in  the  East,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the 
country. 

It  is  also  very  interesting  to  note  how  well  they 
handle  the  strike  situation  on  the  “Katy.”  They 
have  men  stationed  at  the  various  railroad  offices 
and  stations,  and  also  put  them  on  the  trains  to 
overtake  telegraphers  who  are  on  their  way  to 
take  jobs  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.,  being  under  the 
impression  that  the  strike  is  over  according  to  the 
reports  of  the  officials  of  the  road. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  detect  a scab  even  in 
a crowded  train  or  around  a crowded  station,  as 
the  most  of  them  seem  to  be  on  the  “bum.’’  They 
also  wear  a guilty  look,  as  if  they  had  committed 
some  awful  crime  against  their  fellowmcn. 

It  is  only  a matter  of  time  until  the  M.,  K.  & T. 
will  have  to  surrender,  and  thereby  acknowledge 
that  the  organization  with  which  they  are  dealing 
is,  by  no  means,  one  which  will  not  stand  up  for 
its  rights,  and  will  not  be  trampled  under  the  feet 
of  any  railroad  corporation.  To  insure  a complete 
and  hurried  victory  over  these  oppressors,  each 
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and  every  member  in  the  United  States,  Canada 
and  Mexico  should  make  a small  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  the  Protective  Fund,  according  to  the 
appeal  of  President  Perham. 

We  have  heard  of  but  few  instances  where  rail- 
roads have  voluntarily  advanced  the  wages  of  their 
employes,  and  in  those  cases  it  was  not  from  a 
humane  standpoint,  or  a craving  for  justice  and 
right,  but  rather  as  a blind  to  work  injury  to 
organizing  influences. 

The  C.  & O.  is  at  present  enjoying  a season  of 
great  prosperity,  both  freight  and  passenger  traffic 
being  very  heavy.  In  view  of  these  facts,  the 
telegraphers  are  being  urged  to  put  forth  every 
effort  possible  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  trains 
by  rendering  good  service.  It  must  be  very  grati- 
fying, indeed,  to  the  management  to  note  the 
greatly,  and  much  needed,  improvement  in  the 
telegraphic  service. 

With  but  very  few  exceptions,  the  telegraphers 
and  agents  of  the  C.  & O.  are  working  under  a 
class  of  officials  that  show  a tendency  to  deal 
fairly  with  them.  Especially  can  this  be  said  of 
Mr.  W.  A.  Ross,  chief  dispatcher  of  the  Allegheny 
and  New  River  Districts.  We  cannot  recall  a 
single  instance  where  Mr.  Ross  has  violated  a 
clause  in  our  new  agreement. 

What  we  wish  to  prove  is,  that  it  pays  to  hire 
union  men  and  to  treat  them  right. 

If  every  member  will  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,  the  time  is  not  far  in  the  future  when 
telegraphers  and  agents  will  be  paid  in  proportion 
to  other  employes.  It  does  not  take  many  years, 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  each,  each  day 
a twelve-hour  day,  to  wear  away  the  better  part 
of  a person’s  life.  Like  the  mule  that  goes  into 
the  bank:  it  is  not  a question  of  how  long  will 
he  last,  but  get  the  good  out  of  him  while  he  does 
last.  It  is  even  so  with  the  telegraphers  and 
agents. 

This  being  my  first  appointment  to  write  some- 
thing for  the  journal,  I shall  not  try  to  say  too 
much,  for  fear  my  little  rejoinder  will  not  appear, 
in  which  case  I shall  have  the  consolation  that  I 
did  not  consume  much  time.  Cert.  693. 


Clifton  Forge  Meeting — 

Chairman  Hicks  presided  over  our  regular  month- 
ly meeting,  which  was  held  in  Masonic  Hall, 
Clifton  Forge,  Va.,  September  19th,  1904. 

Call  of  roll  showed  nineteen  members  present. 
It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  more  of  the 
brothers  do  not  attend  our  monthly  meetings.  I 
am  sure  the  benefit  derived  from  these  meetings 
more  than  doubly  repays  us  for  the  little  effort 
necessary  to  get  there,  also  for  the  sleep  we  lose 
returning.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  there  and  we 
should  be,  except  in  cases  where  it  is  absolutely 
impossible.  Brothers,  if  you  fail  to  look  after 
your  own  interests,  who  under  heaven  do  you 
expect  to  do  it  for  you?  We  do  all  we  can,  but 
your  part  must  either  be  done  by  yourself  or  go 
undone. 

At  our  September  meeting,  general  chairman 
Stratton,  as  usual,  gave  us  a fine  talk,  urging 
us  to  do  our  duty  to  ourselves,  also  to  the  com- 


pany, pointing  out  that  our  success  depended  on 
two  things,  thorough  organization  and  perfect 
service. 

We  had  one  candidate  present  for  the  goat. 
Said  goat  bucked  manfully  but  the  candidate  would 
not  let  him  go. 

Bros.  Holt,  Mash  ford  and  Price,  of  the  Al- 
legheny District,  visited  us.  Come  again,  brothers. 
It’s  a pleasure  to  have  you. 

The  railway  officials  of  this  division  took  their 
monthly  inspection  of  offices  yesterday.  Wc  should 
strive  earnestly  to  keep  our  service  record  clear. 
I would  give  anything  in  reason  to  remove  one 
blot  from  fourteen  years’  service.  Let  it  never 
be  said,  either,  that  a non  has  given  better  service 
than  any  Order  man.  Let  me  again  beg  of  each 
member  to  improve  the  service  by  giving  better 
service  yourself,  and  improve  the  organization  in 
that  way  and  by  trying  to  get  every  desirable 
telegrapher  into  the  Order.  Div.  Co*. 


Richmond  Division — 

It  is  with  longing  eyes  I look  forward  each 
month  for  the  book  named  The  Railroad  Teleg- 
rapher. and  as  I read  its  pages  I notice  some 
very  interesting  letters  from  the  brothers.  I will 
not  leave  all  the  writing  for  some  one  else  to  do, 
but  will  strive  to  do  a little  of  the  good  work 
myself.  But  you  brothers  who  chance  to  see  this 
will  very  readily  say  this  is  my  first  attempt. 
Nevertheless,  I am  going  to  let  you  know  we  still 
stand,  and  as  solid  as  a brick  wall. 

I noticed  in  September  copy  of  The  Telegraph ut 
a letter  written  by  our  worthy  general  chairman, 
E.  L.  Stratton.  The  greater  portion  of  this  letter 
was  written  urging  us  to  give  the  company  good 
service  and  so  impress  on  their  minds  that  union 
labor  is  the  best  to  maintain.  I think,  in  order 
to  make  this  impression  more  clearly  we  will  have 
to  be  more  attentive  to  the  wires.  Let  us  all 
strive  to  give  better  service  and  answer  the  wires 
more  promptly  in  the  future,  and  when  the  time 
comes  for  us  to  ask  for  better  conditions  the 
company  cannot  say  we  do  not  give  satisfactory- 
service. 

“Hello,  there!”  I am  about  to  run  out  of 
something  to  say,  so  I had  better  ring  off. 

I.  M.  Spears. 


Nciv  River  District — 

That  President  Perham’s  call  for  a voluntary 
contribution  of  five  per  cent  of  one  month's 
salary  from  each  member  is  being  nobly  met  by 
many  in  the  Order  is  evidenced  by  the  prompt 
and  cheerful  compliance  of  an  already  goodly 
number  on  this  distiict.  It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  this  matter  receive  prompt  attention. 
We  are  not  paying  out  money  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  members  employed  on  any  certain  road. 
The  money  thus  contributed  becomes  but  an  ad- 
dition to  our  common  Protective  Fund,  a fund 
upon  which  we  must  all  rely,  which  stands  in 
the  same  relation  to  our  strength  as  does  the 
steam  gauge  to  the  steam,  and  which,  for  our 
individual  benefit,  cannot  be  too  rapidly  increased, 
nor  too  greatly  augmented.  This  is  a business 
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proposition,  and  a gilt-edged  investment.  You  can- 
not lose,  and  the  benefit  you  derive  from  the 
outlay  is  far  in  excess  of  the  amount  contributed. 
You  cannot  invest  your  money  to  better  advantage. 

As  I stated  above,  the  members  on  this  district 
have,  in  their  response  to  Bro.  Perham’s  call,  been 
a credit  to  the  organization.  Many,  though,  as 
yet  have  delayed  in  making  their  remittance. 
These  members  have  permitted  the  thief.  Procrasti- 
nation, to  steal  their  time.  Watch  him,  boys,  and 
remember  the  old  adage,  “Never  put  off  till  to- 
morrow what  may  be  done  to-day.” 

M.  L.  Denning. 


Cotton  Beit  Ry. 

I will  now  attempt  to  give  the  brothers  on  the 
Texas  lines  that  long  over-due  write-up.  I have 
watched  the  journal  for  several  months  and  not  a 
thing  have  I been  able  to  find  about  the  Cotton 
Belt.  Now,  brothers,  after  due  consideration  of 
this  matter  and  the  recent  happenings  on  the 
Lufkin  Division,  I do  not  think  it  advisable  to 
go  into  details,  but  just  a sketch  will  do,  and 
may  save  no  little  trouble. 

There  is  only  one  thing  to  do  and  that  is  to  get 
together,  and  from  the  present  prospects  we  are 
doing  it,  and  that’s  no  joke.  They  may  fire  a few 
of  us,  but  we  will  be  there  with  the  goods  sooner 
than  they  expect.  Now,  boys,  all  of  you  keep 
your  promise  and  come  in,  and  when  we  get  the 
schedule  and  a small  increase,  you  will  get  your 
money  back  and  have  an  up-to-date  card. 

There  is  only  one  non  on  the  Lufkin  Branch. 
“F,”  if  you  see  this,  1 hope  you  will  take  a 
tumble  and  get  in.  We  know  your  sentiments 

and  respect  them,  but  you  should  have  an  up-to- 
date  card  and  get  in  line.  I am  sure  if  you  sec 

that  we  can  do  you  some  good  you  won’t  hold 

back  long,  for  from  your  short  acquaintance,  I 

don’t  think  you  are  built  that  way.  This  includes 
one  promise,  and  I feel  sure  that  he  won’t  turn 
tail.  If  you  haven’t  -the  money,  don’t  hesitate, 
but  let  us  know;  there  are  several  that  will  lend 
the  necessary.  Get  in  line. 

Eight  nons  on  the  Main  Line,  and  have  the 
promise  of  five. 

Five  none  on  the  Ft.  Worth  Branch,  with  the 
promise  of  three. 

Five  nons  on  the  Ft.  Worth  Branch,  with  the 
promise. 

Boys,  everything  looks  fine  for  that  schedule, 
and  if  I can  inject  a little  enthusiasm  into  you, 
we  will  have  it  sooner  than  we  can  expect.  We 
are  all  right  now;  all  we  need  is  a secretary  and 
treasurer  and  a chairman.  With  these,  or  with- 
out them,  we  want  a committee  and  the  schedule 
drawn  up.  If  any  of  you  boys  have  a copy  of 
that  old  schedule,  send  her  in;  I think  you  all 
know  where. 

October  21st  Bro.  Musgrove  was  taken  out  of 
the  service.  There  seems  to  have  been  a letter 
written  to  a non,  and  the  said  letter  arrived  in 
the  superintendent’s  office.  Now  Bro.  “M”  is 
looking  for  a job.  We  all  feel  for  you,  “M,” 
and  hope  to  reach  you,  provided  you  don’t  run 
off  and  get  a job  somewhere  else.  Stay  with  us 


and  spend  some  of  your  leisure  time  helping 
the  good  cause.  You  certainly  have  our  sympathy, 
and  from  my  personal  investigation  and  a letter 
from  the  non,  I feel  that  he  is  innocent,  and  he 
promises  faithfully  to  come  across  with  the  goods 
right  away.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  keep  the 
good  work  going;  we  have  started. 

With  three  cheers  for  the  brothers  just  across 
the  way,  I will  cut  out. 

Cert.  6587. 


Cumberland  Valley  Railroad. 

Being  a road  of  small  size,  the  only  way  we 
can  let  the  world  know  of  our  existence  is  by  this 
means.  Trust  this  will  escape  the  waste-basket,  etc. 

This  road  being  one  big  family  affair,  you  boys 
seem  to  think  it  would  be  taking  money  out  of 
your  pockets  to  even  think  of  asking  for  an 
increase  in  salary.  That  this  road  is  at  present 
very  unfavorable  toward  the  O.  R.  T.  is  mani- 
fested by  the  fact  that  only  about  four  or  five 
$50.00  jobs  exist,  the  rest  being  all  $40.00.  If 
we  dig  down  deep  I think  we  could  scare  up  one 
or  two  $35.00  jobs. 

Now,  these  are  the  salaries  paid  by  our  rival 
road,  the  Western  Maryland,  and  since  our  road 
has  succeeded  in  getting  the  greater  portion  of 
traffic  from  the  B.  & O.,  and  business  is  so  much 
heavier,  can’t  we  get  in  line  and  get  living  wages? 
There  is  only  one  way  to  do  it  and  that  is,  join 
the  O.  R.  T.  Our  nearest  neighbor,  the  B.  & O., 
have  one  of  the  best  schedules  in  the  country. 
The  O.  R.  T.  did  it.  You  may  think  that  because 
this  is  a small  road  it  would  be  of  no  use,  as 
they  could  easily  fill  our  places.  There  is  where 
you  are  wrong.  The  way  we  are  handling  trains 
now  would  not  permit  inexperienced  telegraphers 
to  step  into  our  places  like  they  might  have  done 
a few  years  ago,  and  there  are  very  few  teleg- 
raphers who  are  going  to  scab  nowadays.  It 
only  takes  a little  nerve,  something  I am  sorry 
to  note  does  not  exist  in  large  quantities  on  this 
road.  It  wouldn’t  do  any  hurt  to  sneak  into  the 
Order  if  you  are  afraid  to  get  in  any  other  way. 
Let  us  here  from  some  one  else  on  the  subject. 

Cert.  254. 


El  Paso  Northeastern  System. 

It  seems  as  if  we  are  without  a railroad  at 
present,  account  of  washout  on  east  end.  Through 
traffic  is  practically  suspended.  Local  traffic  be- 
tween El  Paso  and  Santa  Rosa  is  still  existing, 
but  this  is  very  light.  Eight  offices  were  closed 
on  the  3rd,  and  Bros.  Campbell,  Beckham,  Sprag- 
lins,  Avery,  Mayles,  Congleton,  Turner  and  Holmes 
were  the  unlucky  ones,  they  having  been  the 
youngest  on  the  system,  but  it  is  expected  that 
they  will  resume  their  former  places  shortly. 
The  heaviest  rains  for  years  have  fallen  within 
the  last  week,  taking  out  Canadian  Bridge  and 
various  other  smaller  bridges. 

Bro.  Straws,  at  Jarrilla  Jet.,  is  all  smiles  since 
the  arrival  of  a new  baby  girl.  Congratulations, 
“MS.” 
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Bro.  McGhee,  I understand,  has  left  El  Paso 
freight  office  and  gone  to  Mexico. 

Bro.  Harvy,  agent  at  Carrizozo,  is  handling 
the  key  at  that  place  since  Bro.  Congleton  was 
taken  off.  The  sweeping  reduction  did  not  in- 
clude telegraphers  only,  but  in  every  department. 

I think  the  majority  of  the  members  on  our 
division  are  in  favor  of  the  per  cent  raise,  as 
the  $75  minimum  would  be  very  little  increase 
to  us  and  many  other  divisions,  and  the  members 
on  roads  that  pay  $42  can’t  ask  for  the  $75 
minimum  at  first,  but  get  a 20  per  cent  raise  and 
then  they  can  ask  for  another  per  cent  raise. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  success.  Let  us  make 
our  company  good  and  reliable  men  and  they 
will  be  more  charitable  when  we  ask  for  more 
money.  We  cannot  expect  promotions  and  in- 
crease in  salary  if  we  don’t  treat  the  companies 
interests  as  our  own.  We  have  an  excellent  set 
of  officials  on  our  lines,  and  I am  sure  the  worthy 
will  get  his  benefits.  It  is  useless  to  express  our 
sympathy  toward  the  “Katy”  boys,  as  I am  sure 
every  member  of  the  Order  is  more  than  anxious 
to  see  them  win. 

The  writer  asks  to  be  excuse  1 for  this  time,  as 
very  little  news  can  be  had  from  our  division 
this  month,  but  as  our  “write-up”  did  not  arrive 
at  the  journal  office  in  time  for  publication  last 
month,  we  must  be  represented  this  month  if 
its  no  more  than  the  head  lines. 

Div.  Cor. 


International  Great  Northern  Ry. 

I presume  we  members  of  Division  25  on  this 
line  of  railway  are  individually  strong  with  the 
faith  that  is  in  us,  if  we  are  weak  in  numerical 
strength. 

A year  or  more  ago  we  were  given  a schedule. 
On  the  San  Antonio  Division  ticket  commission 
were  reduced  from  10  per  cent  to  5 per  cent, 
which,  in  many  instances,  was  equivalent  to  $50 
per  month  and  not  less  than  $15  in  any  instance 
that  I know  of.  I do  not  wish  in  any  way  to 
reflect  on  the  conservatism  and  staunch  union 
principles  of  our  brothers  who  formed  the  com- 
mittee who  conferred  with  the  management  for 
better  working  conditions  and  pecuniary  improve- 
ment; on  the  contrary,  I wish  to  emphasize  my 
fraternal  friendship  to  them  one  and  all  and  to 
assure  them  that  our  membership  is  aware  of 
the  octopus  which  was  their  Waterloo,  viz.,  the 
nons  who,  from  mendacious  imbecility,  allowed 
the  committee  to  go  before  “the  powers  that  be” 
with  a weak  petition.  Less  than  50  per  cent  of 
the  station  agents  and  telegraphers  were  lined  up 
with  the  organization.  “In  union  there  is  strength.” 
The  enemy  appreciated  our  weak  defences  and 
parried  diplomatically,  but  with  the  gloved  hand, 
with  our  committee,  who,  instead  of  being  dic- 
tators in  the  treaty,  were,  as  the  committee’s 
circular  stated,  “suppliants,”  and  bowed  the  knee 
to  accept  the  retrenchments  which  were  offered 
them. 

One  I am  informed,  who  fought  the  Order, 
wrote  the  general  manager,  and  after  expressing 
his  unchanging  fealty,  advised  him  when  he 


wished  a'  grievance  adjusted  he  would  present  it 
in  person.  In  adjusting  the  salaries  this  misguided 
mendicant  was  cut  from  $75  to  $60.  I have  re- 
cently learned  this  fungus-headed  telegrapher  has 
accepted  a scab  job  with  the  “Katy”  line,  leaving 
voluntarily  his  night  job  at  Trinity  to  accept  it 

Our  officials  are  not  worse  than  other  railroad 
officials;  they  saw  their  opportunity  and  took  ad- 
vantage of  it.  Naturally,  they  appreciate  making 
a good  showing  to  the  stockholders;  the  larger 
the  dividend  declared  the  greater  their  influence 
in  shaping  the  destinies  of  a larger  army  of  rail- 
road employes,  and  incidentally,  increasing  their 
individual  income. 

I believe  the  union  spirit  is  growing.  I am  glad 
to  note  an  improvement  numerically  in  our  mem- 
bership; a number  of  those  who  worshipped  at 
the  shrine  of  their  egotism  have  found  the  new 
Pharoah  knew  not  Joseph  in  the  cutting  of  salaries 
in  the  schedule  recently  enunciated.  If  we  could 
show  a solid  phalanx  of  O.  R.  T.  agents  and 
telegraphers  in  another  appeal  to  our  fountain 
head  we  will  secure  better  results  and  not  a 
sliding  scale  of  remuneration,  as  before,  in  a new 
assessment  of  salaries. 

Brothers  and  fellow-craftsmen,  let  our  frater- 
nal ism  and  our  faith  be  strong  within  us.  “Right.” 
like  “truth,  is  secure  in  its  existence,  smiles  on 
the  drawn  dagger  and  defies  its  point.”  Be  strong 
enough  to  break  the  barriers  of  cowardice  and 
ask  stoutly  for  freemen’s  rights,  for  salaries  which 
are  based  on  a spirit  of  fairness  and  for  what 
we  unquestionably  earn.  The  most  of  us  have 
taken  years  in  our  preparation  and  many  of  us 
have  grown  gray  in  the  service,  and  in  a few 
years  wc  will  have  reached  the  borders  of  old 
age,  then  we  will  have  to  make  room  for  the 
younger  fellows,  whose  strenuousness  entitles  them 
to  more  consideration  than  you  are  entitled  to 
from  the  company  you  have  served  faithfully  in 
the  morning  of  your  life. 

It  is  right  when  you  have  gone  to  “mix  with 
the  elements”  you  should  be  able  to  lay  by  some- 
thing out  of  your  earnings  for  the  loved  ones. 
The  O.  R.  T.  is  the  medium  through  which  to 
attain  this  end,  and  it  is  hoped  this  article  will 
penetrate  far  enough  into  the  vacuum  of  some  man 
which  will  make  him  a sinner  no  more  forever. 

Cert.  197. 


Rock  Island  System. 

St.  L.,  K.  C.  & C.  Division — 

The  St.  L.,  K.  C.  & C.  R.  R.,  the  construction 
of  which  was  finished  a short  time  ago,  has  re- 
cently discarded  its  swaddling  clothes  to  don 
garments  more  befitting  a full-fledged  division  of 
the  R.  I.  System,  and  has  taken  its  place  among 
the  Rock  Island  States  of  America  with  promise 
which  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  best. 

They  were  stirring  times  during  the  construction 
period,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
participating  as  strenuous  business  and  those  who 
have  gone  will  no  doubt  often  think  of  it. 

Another  important  event  in  the  history  of  the 
line  was  the  extending  of  the  C.,  R.  I.  A P* 
schedule  to.  this  division,  which  took  effect  Oc* 
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tober  15th.  Our  initial  meeting  to  discuss  and 
familiarize  ourselves  with  conditions  under  the 
new  arrangement  was  held  at  Kansas  City,  Oc- 
tober 1 8th.  Among  those  present  was  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Bro.  M.  E.  Schooler, 
Marseilles,  111.,  and  Bro.  W.  T.  Brown,  chairman 
Kansas  Division.  There  was  a good  attendance 
and  the  meeting  was  continued  until  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning.  Regret  was  expressed  that 
our  general  chairman,  Bro.  W.  F.  Gerhart,  who 
was  expected  over  the  line  and  at  the  meeting, 
could  not  be  present,  having  been  unavoidably 
detained,  but  he  has  promised  to  be  with  us  at 
a later  date.  Our  thanks  are  extended  to  Mr. 
T.  H.  Beacon,  superintendent,  and  Mr.  E.  C. 
Ryan,  chief  dispatcher,  for  furnishing  transpor- 
tation and  granting  permission  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

We  give  below  a few  of  the  changes  and  hap- 
penings on  the  line: 

Bro.  P.  G.  Evans,  transferred  from  Freeburg 
to  agency  at  Crest,  succeeding  Bro.  W.  E.  Shaw, 
who  returns  to  Oklahoma.  Success,  Bro.  “S,” 
and  may  your  lines  be  cast  in  pleasant  places, 
which  your  long  service  has  earned. 

Bro.  Avery  Slagle,  who  has  been  out  of  the 
service  for  a few  months,  has  accepted  agency 
at  Freeburg. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Spencer,  nights  at  Pleasant  Hill,  is 
enjoying  a well-earned  vacation  of  thirty  days 
visiting  home  folks  and  will  attend  the  World’s 
Fair.  He  is  being  relieved  by  Bro.  J.  J.  Gunn. 

Bro.  I.  B.  Lakin,  agent  Cole  Camp,  who  has 
been  ill  for  some  time,  has  improved  sufficiently 
to  resume  his  duties.  Bro.  W.  A.  Melton  was  in 
charge  of  station  while  he  was_  off. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Murphy,  agent  Henley,  the  oldest 
man  in  service  on  the  division,  has  recently  left 
us.  We  have  not  learned  his  destination,  but 
sorry  to  see  this  old-timer  leave,  and  wish  him 
success  in  his  new  field  of  labor. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Mennell,  agent  Greenwood,  has  asked 
for  three  weeks’  leave  and  with  his  family  will 
visit  at  Zyba,  Kan.,  his  old  home,  and  attend 
the  World’s  Fair. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Monroe,  agent  Lee’s  Summit,  was 
off  a few  days  the  close  of  last  month. 

Bro.  G.  H.  Johnson,  days  at  Union,  is  away 
on  vacation  and  passed  through  October  22nd  en- 
route  to  Iowa  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

Bro.  G.  A.  Morgan  is  the  latest  of  our  members 
who  has  succumbed  to  woman’s  charms  and  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  benedicts,  the  happy  event  taking 
place,  in  September.  We  have  not  learned  the 
young  lady’s  name,  but  wish  the  happy  couple 
many  long  years  of  wedded  bliss.  Bro.  “M”  has 
been  relieving  as  agent  at  Labadie  for  some  time. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Hinton,  nights  at  Versailles,  has 
recently  been  off  for  thirty  days,  during  which 
time  he  visited  home  folks  and  saw  the  World’s 
Fair.  Bro.  Hughes,  of  Division  31,  relieved  him. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Halloway,  days  at  Windsor,  is  acting 
agent  at  Eldon  during  the  absence  of  agent  King, 
who  is  away  on  extended  leave.  Bro.  J.  Waters 
fills  the  vacancy  days  at  Windsor  and  Bro.  L. 
Haislip  has  charge  at  night. 


Bro.  H.  F.  Brockelmeyer,  nights  at  Leeds  Jet., 
has  been  transferred  to  Argyle  as  agent,  taking 
the  place  of  Bro.  C.  H.  Koctting,  who  has  gone 
to  Gerald  to  relieve  Bro.  J.  H.  Jackson. 

Bro.  C.  L.  Plain,  agent  Brandon,  is  laying 
off  and  relieved  by  a brother  whose  name  we  did 
not  learn. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Finley  has  recently  accepted  service 
here  and  relieved  a few  days  at  Leed’s  Jet.,  from 
there  to  Union  Ave.  “A”  office,  St.  Louis. 

The  steam  shovel  at  Denton  has  been  discon- 
tinued and  Bro.  H.  L.  Clements  has  departed, 
we  did  not  learn  where. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Vorker,  an  old-timer  and  former 
member,  is  working  at  Leed’s  Jet.  nights.  He  will 
file  an  application  soon. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Talley,  nights  at  Lee’s  Summit,  has 
resigned  and  returned  to  his  home  at  California, 
Mo.  The  vacancy  is  filled  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Smith. 

Div.  Con. 


Atlantic  Coast  Line. 


Columbia  District — 


It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  the  meeting  held 
in  Rocky  Mount  on  the  8th,  and  I do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  it  was  the  largest  and  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  I have  attended  on  the  system. 
I feel  confident  much  good  will  result  from  the 
discussions  and  deliberations  of  this  meeting.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  made  for  the  courteous  manner 
in  which  the  district  railroad  officials  arranged  for 
so  many  of  the  boys  to  get  away  from  their 
stations.  Such  kindness  as  this  on  the  part  of 
the  officials  is  appreciated,  and  will  result  in  the 
employes  giving  better  service  after  each  meeting. 
We  are  not  meeting  to  antagonize  the  company  or 
its  interests,  but  to  better  our  own  condition,  and 
by  so  doing  we  will  be  bettering  the  condition 
of  the  company  by  improved  and  more  faithful 
service. 

A meeting  will  be  held  on  the  second  Saturday 
night  of  each  alternate  month,  that  is  on  Decem- 
ber, February,  April,  June  and  August.  If  found 
practicable  later  we  will  arrange  for  them  monthly. 

Let  us  all  try  to  be  at  the  next  meeting  in 
Rocky  Mount  and  hope  that  we  will  enjoy  our- 
selves as  much  as  we  did  this  time. 


Much  credit  is  due  Bro.  Taylor  for  the  many 
ways  in  which  he  arranged  for  the  pleasure  of 
the  members  attending,  especially  for  the  large 
amount  of  trouble  he  went  to  in  order  to  serve 
the  oysters  at  his  elegant  home.  The  handsome 
manner  in  which  we  were  entertained  would  do 
credit  to  a much  older  and  more  experienced  man 
than  Bro.  Taylor.  All  this  goes  to  show  that 
the  company  used  good  judgment  in  placing  him  in 
the  dispatcher’s  office,  and  let’s  hope  to  soon  see 
him  handling  the  trains  again. 

Our  last  regular  meeting  at  Florence  was  not 
so  well  attended,  but  we  hope  to  have  a good 
crowd  out  this  month.  Just  now  cotton  is  moving 
very  lively,  and  trains  are  having  trouble  keeping 
up  to  the  schedules,  which  causes  some  of  the 
boys  to  lose  an  opportunity  of  attending. 

J.  H.  Williams. 
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Fayetteville  District — 

A meeting  of  the  above  division  was  held  in 
Kocky  Mount,  N.  C.,  on  Saturday,  October  8th, 
for  the  dispatch  of  such  business  as  might  prop- 
erly come  before  the  meeting.  There  were  a large 
number  of  the  brethren  present  and  all  the  delib- 
rations  were  characterized  by  harmony  and  en- 
thusiasm. 

Vacancies  in  several  of  the  minor  offices  were 
filled  by  the  election  of  faithful  members  of  the 
Order. 

The  questions  of  the  “ham”  and  overtime  were 
freely  discussed  and  we  look  for  much  good  as 
a result  of  this  discussion.  There  were  no  de- 
cided steps  taken,  however,  but  there  was  enough 
said  to  agitate  the  matter  in  the  minds  of  all 
present,  and  we  feel  confident  that  at  some  future 
meeting  this  much-abused  “bone  of  contention” 
will  receive  its  just  desert. 

The  question  of  how  to  get  the  “nons”  into 
the  Order  was  fully  discussed,  and  the  consensus 
of  opinion  was  that  individual  effort  was  the  most 
effectual. 

I am  very  glad  to  report  that  there  are  only 
two  or  three  “outs”  in  this  district,  and  they 
have  promised  to  come  over  on  the  right  side. 

After  the  meeting  we  were  all  invited  to  the 
home  of  Bro.  Taylor,  of  Rocky  Mount,  and  were 
there  the  recipients  of  his  royal  hospitality.  He 
gave  us  an  elegant  supper  and  in  every  way 
showed  himself  a most  pleasant  host. 

More  anon.  Correspondent. 


Wilmington  District — 

I am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  a good  lodge 
organized  at  Rocky  Mount  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  attendance  will  be  as  good  in  future  as 
it  was  at  its  first  regular  meeting,  the  attendance 
being  thirty-tour  members,  two,  however,  being 
new  members  just  admitted  at  that  meeting,  which 
was  held  Saturday  night,  October  8th.  We  regret 
to  say  that  we  have  three  hard-hearted  nons  on 
this  district,  and  had  four  up  to  the  present 
meeting,  and  one  left  the  ranks  and  changed  his 
name  from  Mr.  to  Brother,  and  we  are  glad  to 
welcome  him,  as  he  is  an  old-time  telegrapher 
and  well  known  to  a great  many.  He  is  Bro. 
Charles  J.  Barnes,  at  Goldsboro. 

The  three  remaining  nons  on  this  line  are  S. 
S.  Smith,  at  Pikeville,  J.  T.  Vick,  Rose  Hill,  and 
R.  A.  McLean,  Mt.  Olive,  N.  C. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Robeson  has  been  transferred  from 
Warsaw  to  Dillon.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  him,  but 
his  place  is  filled  by  Bro.  J.  I.  Ham,  and  he  is 
a jolly  good  old  boy  and  we  welcome  him. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  the  little 
baby  girl  of  Bro.  Rose  at  Wallace.  He  has  our 
deepest  sympathy. 

District  Correspondent. 


Montgomery  District — 

I have  just  finished  reading  with  pleasure  my 
October  Telegrapher,  and  am  glad  to  say  that  it 
is  very  interesting.  For  example,  "Roasting  the 
$75.00  Minimum,”  and  “Handling  Commercial 
Business.”  The  brothers  who  wrote  these  pieces 


have  things  down  right.  I agree  with  both  of  the 
brothers,  and  think  their  beads  are  level. 

We  now  have  meetings  every  second  Sunday  at 
Waycross  and  I hope  that  the  boys  will  turn  out 
and  attend  these  meetings  regular,  as  this  is  the 
life  of  the  Order.  We  can  do  more  in  the  lodge 
room  in  thirty  minutes  than  we  can  through  the 
columns  of  The  Telegrapher  in  thirty  months. 

I am  sorry  to  state  that  I have  not  attended 
meeting  since  it  was  established  at  Waycross.  I 
have  made  two  trials,  however,  and  have  failed 
each  time  on  account  of  not  having  any  one  to  re- 
lieve me  and  can  not  go  unless  I can  get  relief,  as 
I would  have  to  leave  on  Saturday  night  and 
could  not  return  until  Monday  morning.  If  we 
had  Sundays  off  you  see  I would  attend  meetings, 
etc.,  and  as  it  is  I can  not  get  any  one  to  work 
for  me. 

I hope  that  I will  be  able  to  be  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, however.  I am  going  to  swap  work  with  a 
night  man  close  by  and  get  him  to  work  for  me, 
and  think  I shall  go  anyway.  I hope  every  brother 
will  go  that  can  and  take  as  many  men  as  he  can. 
See  how  many  you  can  carry  along  to  ride  the 
goat. 

I notice  in  October  Telegrapher  a notice  from 
G.  S.  & T.,  John  O’Donald,  Jacksonville.  Fla., 
wanting  a list  of  all  nons  on  this  district.  I have 
made  out  a list  of  all  that  I know  of  and  have 
mailed  same  to  him  and  I hope  each  member  will 
also  mail  one  to  him  and  give  him  all  of  the  nons’ 
names  and  addresses  that  you  know  of.  Perhaps 
you  know  of  one  that  no  one  else  does,  and  it  is 
your  duty  to  help  Bro.  O’Donald  out  in  this 
matter. 

We  should  arrange  and  establish  a regular  meet- 
ing place  on  the  Montgomery  District,  so  we  cm 
go  and  come  in  same  day. 

All  try  to  attend  the  meetings  and  carry  a non 
or  two  along  with  you  each  time  and  we  will  soon 
have  a solid  O.  R.  T.  district.  That  is  what  we 
want.  Let  us  all  see  if  we  can’t  make  a record, 
have  a district  solid  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
including  all  branch  lines.  There  is  only  one  way 
to  do  this  and  that  is  for  every  brother  to  attend 
meetings  every  time  he  can  and  take  one  or  two  of 
his  neighbor  nons  along  with  him.  Boys,  we  can 
do  this  if  we  will  all  try,  and  we  must  all  try 
and  do  all  that  is  in  our  power  to  better  ourselves, 
for  if  we  don’t  I am  afraid  the  company  will  not. 

Cert.  5956. 


Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

Pacific  Division — 

I am  only  one  among  a very  great  many  who 
have  looked,  and  looked  in  vain,  for  a write-up  of 
some  kind  from  this  division  of  the  Northern 
Pacific,  and  I suppose  it  remains  for  me  to  come 
forward  with  the  goods,  regardless  of  their  qual- 
ity. But  there’s  an  old  saying,  one,  by  the  way, 
which  is  equally  as  true  as  it  is  old,  "still  water 
runs  deep.”  and  this  is  very  applicable  in  our  case. 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  we  are  so  thor- 
oughly organized,  nearly  100  per  cent  strong,  and 
the  material  forming  our  general  make-up.  not  to 
be  any  too  boastful,  is  of  such  a quality  as  is  re- 
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quired  to  bring  our  organization  up  to  the  high- 
est standard  attainable.  And  many,  if  not  all, 
of  the  other  divisions  are  enjoying  the  same  ad- 
vantage. 

We  are  all  too  busily  engaged  at  present  to 
make  a very  big  fuss;  perhaps  that  will  take  place 
at  some  future  time.  This,  as  is  generally  known, 
is  our  busiest  season  of  the  year.  Both  freight 
and  passenger  movement,  in  each  direction,  his 
been  very  heavy  during  the  past  few  months,  as 
the  people  in  the  Great  Northwest,  not  in  rail- 
road circles,  by  the  way,  are  very  prosperous,  and 
naturally  the  travel  has  been  heavy,  for  the  at- 
tractions this  season  have  been  more  or  less  varied. 
Our  Yellowstone  National  Park,  America's  grand- 
est display  of  Nature's  handiwork,  and  the  World's 
Fair  at  St.  Louis,  among  other  things,  have  in- 
vited an  enormous  amount  of  travel.  Then  the 
freight  movement,  not  only  throughout  this  coun- 
try, but  to  the  Orient,  has  gone  beyond  all  expec- 
tations, and  naturally  these  things  have  a tendency 
to  increase  the  work  of  telegraphers,  and  has,  also, 
necessitated  the  employ  of  a great  many  new  men. 
But  I haven't  heard  of  any  increased  salaries,  or 
shorter  hours,  as  yet.  Perhaps  that  will  come  at 
a later  date,  however — at  a more  opportune  time, 
and  possibly  not  in  the  very  great  distant  future. 
At  any  rate,  it’s  to  be  anticipated. 

At  Ellensburg,  an  additional  man  has  been  put 
on,  thus  relieving  the  Brother  at  that  point  to  a 
very  great  extent.  This  provides  a man  for  each 
side  of  the  desk,  and,  I understand,  also,  they 
are  getting  up  in  the  world  (office  being  moved  up- 
stairs). Then,  the  dispatcher’s  districts  have  been 
shortened,  and  they  are  all  practically  working  a 
"split"  trick. 

One  man  works  from  Ellensburg  to  Les'er,  in- 
stead of  through  to  Auburn,  as  heretofore,  which 
requires  an  additional  telegrapher  at  Lester,  who 
has  received  a cordial  welcome  from  the  worthy 
Brothers  at  that  point.  A number  of  offices  which 
were  closed  last  spring  have  been  reopened,  and 
we  have  a good  Brother  at  almost,  if  not  every 
point.  In  fact,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, the  numerous  new  men  employed  are  all 
good  Brothers,  thoroughly  up-to-date. 

To  my  certain  knowledge,  however,  one  was  a 
non,  but  he  only  remained  with  us  a short  time. 
In  some  mysterious  way  he  took  a "31"  order  for 
a train,  after  he  had  cleared  them,  to  meet  an- 
other at  that  point,  and  as  a result  they  met  on 
the  main  line,  and  passed  at  a blind  siding  (cap- 
able train  and  enginemen).  But  the  "non"  packed 
his  “go  'way  bag,"  and  wended  his  way  eastward. 
I haven't  heard  of  a great  many  tears  being  shed. 
He  asked  favors  of  certain  Brothers,  but  they 
flatly  declined  to  render  any  assistance.  “No  card, 
no  favors."  Last  I heard  of  him  he  was  on  top 
of  a sleeper  going  east,  with  nothing  but  the  bright 
blue  sky  above.  Too  bad.  But  he  had  no  card, 
the  possession  of  which  is  very  striking  evidence 
of  competency  and  worthiness.  But,  of  course,  we 
can  but  admit  that  some  of  the  few  nons  are  cap- 
able men,  and  it  is  not  always  their  fault,  or  in- 
tention that  they  are  nons. 


Several  of  the  boys  are  still  off  on  their  vaca- 
tion, while  many  others,  perhaps  not  so  fortunate, 
were  greeted,  in  reply  to  their  request  for  leave 
of  absence,  with  the  unwelcome  expression,  “Im- 
possible to  relieve  you  at  present.  Too  much 
business."  And  many  of  the  boys,  at  the  more  im- 
portant offices,  at  least,  are  really  in  need  of  a vaca- 
tion, while  those  at  the  smaller  offices  would  ap- 
preciate one,  which  would  benefit  them  no  little. 
A few  of  the  sisters,  who  have  been  very  faithful, 
are  taking  a vacation,  which  they  justly  deserve. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  some  day  be  so 
situated  as  to  have  a vacation  once  each  year,  and 
at  full  pay.  The  dispatchers  have  this,  why  not  the 
telegraphers?  Their  hours  are  longer,  and  salaries 
smaller.  But  you  must  all  cheer  up  for  “the  dark- 
est hour  is  jus'  befo’  day." 

Just  continue  to  drill,  and  things  will  come 
straight  somehow.  Of  course,  it  gets  old,  but  I 
am  glad  to  find  so  many  of  the  boys  in  such  good 
spirits.  The  Brothers  in  "WR"  and  “BY,"  Ta- 
coma, have  been  working  very  hard,  but  they  are 
not  the  only  ones,  for  those  at  “EB,"  Ellensburg, 
and  “VC,”  Portland,  as  well  as  others,  have  had 
a slight  intimation  that  there’s  been  something 
doing  in  the  matter  of  "sending  and  receiving." 

Things  are  running  smoothly,  though,  and  eveTr- 
thing  seems  to  be  coming  up  to  the  standard;  all 
in  all,  we  are  in  first-class  working  order,  and 
things  are  lovely — the  weather  is,  at  least.  But 
snow  will  soon  begin  to  fall,  and  this  means  much 
to  those  on  the  mountain.  They  are  already  kept 
quite  busy,  on  account  of  the  numerous  helper 
engines  cut  off  at  the  summit  by  passing  trains. 

Brother  Wetzel,  of  Sopenah,  I understand,  has 
gone  to  the  O.  R.  & N.,  and  is  nicely  situated  at 
Wallula.  Glad  to  hear  he  is  at  work,  but  sorry 
to  lose  him  from  "54,"  as  he  was  a good  member. 

Bro.  Bundy,  of  Stampede,  has  handed  in  his 
resignation  as  assistant  local  chairman,  account  of 
poor  location  and  lack  of  time  to  do  it  justice. 
Bro.  J.  C.  Noel,  Ellensburg,  has  kindly  consented 
to  assume  this  work,  also  promises  a little  write-up 
for  the  Fraternal  Department. 

I understand  that  the  assessment  for  the  pro- 
tective fund  has  been  received  by  most  of  the 
members,  and  is  being  very  fairly  dealt  with. 
This  is  as  it  should  be;  we  do  not  know  how  soon 
we  may  want  help  from  this  same  source. 

I trust  that  before  this  article  appears  in  the 
journal,  Bro.  Brown  will  have  been  over  the  divis- 
ion scattering  words  of  comfort  to  the  members 
along  the  line.  I will  not  dwell  upon  the  reason 
for  his  trip,  but  will  wait  until  after  he  has  been 
with  us. 


I understand  that  all  members  did  not  receive  a 
copy  of  the  committee’s  report,  dated  St.  Paul, 
August  31.  Anyone  who  has  not,  I will  be  pleased 
to  mail  them  one  upon  application,  and  if  they 
were  missed,  it  is  either  through  miscarriage  of 
the  mails,  or  that  some  brother  has  failed  to  hand 
them  a copy.  We  mailed  but  one  envelope  to 
each  station,  often  containing  as  high  as  six  copies, 
with  the  understanding  that  they  would  be  handed 
around  by  the  address^. 
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If  the  members  want  anything  included  in  these 
Fraternal  notes,  kindly  mail  them  to  e ther  myself 
or  Bro.  J.  C.  Neel.  Div.  Cor. 


Staples  Meeting — 

Regular  meeting  was  held  in  Batcher’s  Hall, 
Staples,  Monday,  October  10,  with  a nice  a'ttnl- 
ance,  and  all  report  an  enjoyable  time.  It  is  hoped 
the  next  meeting,  which  will  be  held  the  second 
Monday  in  November,  will  show  a larger  attend- 
ance, as  there  will  be  two  candidates  to  ride  the 
goat,  and  do  the  other  necessary  stunts  known  o ily 
to  those  who  have  been  there  before. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  on  account  of  tht 
trains  being  late,  a large  number  of  the  Brothers 
were  unable  to  get  in,  but  hope  there  will  be  bet- 
ter luck  next  time. 

At  the  next  meeting  the  proposition  of  giving 
an  O.  R.  T.  New  Year’s  ball  will  be  conside  ed. 
Hope  to  have  a large  number  of  the  Brothe  s 
present,  and  if  it  can  be  arranged,  we  will  en- 
deavor to  make  it  interesting  for  you  all,  and 
show  the  otheV  organizations  that  we  are  not  all 
dead  members  yet,  and  we  want  all  to  do  what 
they  can  to  make  it  a success. 

We  are  pleased  at  the  condition  the  division  is 
in,  and  hope  to  have  it  the  banner  division  of  the 
system  soon,  although  there  are  a few  desirable 
men  out  in  the  cold.  There  are  also  some  that 
are  still  trying  to  play  the  game  that  “they  left 
their  cards  on  the  piano,  and  always  come  to  meet- 
ings, but  on  account  of  rheumatism  they  mics  the 
train.”  Gee!  they  think  we  are  easy,  and  there  a e 
some  who  as  yet  have  not  found  how  they  can 
spare  the  coin,  although  they  are  taking  all  the 
benefits  just  the  same. 

Now,  don’t  ait  around  and  console  yourselves 
with  the  thought  that  you  have  paid  your  dues, 
and  that’s  all  there  is  for  you  to  do,  but  try  and 
induce  others  to  see  the  light  also.  There  is  al- 
ways room  for  improvement,  and  the  individual 
effort  is  the  only  thing  that  will  bring  them  in. 
Keep  the  watchword  well  in  view,  “No  card  no 
favor,”  and  we  will  get  them  sooner  or  liter. 
There  arc  certainly  a few  who  could  be  induced 
to  see  the  light,  but  whatever  you  do,  be  sure  they 
are  desirable  men. 

The  following  notes  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
boys  in  the  division.  Would  like  to  ask  the 
Brothers  to  send  their  notes  in  before  the  15th,  as 
the  “write-up”  has  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  ed- 
itor by  the  20th  of  each  month. 

Bro.  A.  A.  Aszmann  has  been  appointed  cashier 
at  Moorhead,  relieved  at  the  table  by  Bro.  Bake-, 
formerly  nights,  and  Bro.  Twomey  taking  the  owl 
trick.  “AD,”  we  miss  your  old  “mit,”  but  “BR  ’ 
sounds  good  as  long  as  he  is  backed  by  a paste- 
board. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Warburton  has  been  promoted  to 
chief  dispatcher’s  clerk  in  Staples,  relieving  Mr. 
McClelland,  who  takes  regular  third  tr  ck  in  E~st 
end,  the  vacancy  being  caused  by  Mr.  Tyndall’s 
transfer  to  Spokane,  Wash. 

Bro.  Warburton  was  relieved  in  “SO”  by  Bro. 
Cummer,  from  Staples  Shops,  and  Bro.  Cummer 
was  relieved  in  “SH”  by  a new  man.  Haven’t 


met  him  yet,  but  “13”  he  will  be  ready  to  ride 
the  goat  when  the  “ghost  walks.” 

Bro.  W.  N.  Geigerich,  of  Audubon,  nights,  has 
left  us  to  accept  position  wi‘h  the  Soo.  Under- 
stand it  is  a decided  advancement. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Gehrey,  of  Detroit,  Minn.,  also  re- 
signed his  owl  “Yob”  to  take  a cashiership  with 
the  Soo.  He  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Albertson,  who 
will  be  with  us  soon. 

Some  one  reports  a “slipperey  time”  in  Evrr- 
dell.  Morgan’s  bon-bons  won’t  stick.  Ha!  ba! 
Morg.,  better  luck  next  time.  I know  the  night 
man  is  glad  the  soldier  put  in  an  appearance;  he 
can  probably  work  a week  now  without  doubling, 
still,  22  in  2 is  not  bad  for  a small  fellow. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  three  men  have 
been  put  on  in  “SO.”  It’s  not  so  hard  on  the 
boys,  now,  although  it’s  pretty  tough  as  it  is.  Bro. 
J.  H.  Murphy  handles  the  first  trick,  Bro.  F.  J. 
Cummer  the  second,  and  Bro.  L.  L.  Miller,  from 
“SJ,”  the  third  trick,  Miller  being  relieved  by 
Bro.  E.  L.  Morgan,  formerly  nights  at  “SJ.’*  and 
Bro.  J.  O.  Abernathy  is  doing  the  owl  trick. 

Bro.  Geo.  Rhubesky,  of  Dower  Lake,  days,  trans- 
ferred to  Agency  Jamestown,  on  Red  River  branch. 
This  assures  us  of  a good  worker  on  the  b anch. 
“Heat  ’em  up,”  George,  you  have  lots  of  ma*er  a\ 

Bro.  H.  J.  Alvord  transferred  from  Dower  Lak  , 
nights,  to  Stockrwood,  days,  and  two  new  men  put 
at  “D.”  Don’t  know  their  names,  but  they  both 
give  the  “test.”  Bro.  Wright,  from  Stockwood. 
days,  to  Dadena  Jet.,  nights.  Hope  to  see  yon  in 
to  the  meetings,  and  have  you  tell  us  all  avout 
“Calumet.” 

Bro.  R.  R.  Pearman,  from  D.  & R.  G.,  has  been 
located  permanently  at  Richdale,  nights.  How  is 
coyote  hunting  now,  Pearman? 

Bro.  M.  Havens,  from  Wadena,  nights,  traded 
with  Bro.  McElroy,  at  Verndale,  nights. 

Mr.  Scid,  from  Wadena,  days,  has  been  appoin:ed 
cashier,  Bro.  Taylor,  of  Lake  Park,  relieving  him 
until  Bro.  Hr.ll,  from  Davidson,  could  be  relieved 
for  transfer.  Bro.  Hoffman,  from  L.  F.  & D. 
branch,  filled  the  vacancy  until  Hall  arrived,  and 
then  went  to  Voss  as  agent 

Business  is  rushing  on  this  division  now. 
Stock  and  Dakota  and  Washington  wheat  coming 
good,  and  the  boys  are  kept  pretty  busy  all  day. 

Double  track  is  now  in  operation  from  Stapl  s 
to  Tyson,  and  will  be  on  through  to  Wadena  Jet. 
soon.  This  will  help  the  dispatche  s as  well  as 
the  boys  between  Staples  and  Wadena  Jet. 

If  any  of  the  Brothers  have  been  slighte  1,  it  is 
their  own  fault,  as  the  notes  were  very  slow  in 
coming  in,  but  as  this  is  the  first  write-up  from 
this  division  for  some  time,  I suppose  it  was 
rather  sudden,  and  hope  they  will  do  better  next 
time. 

Remember  that  regular  meetings  are  now  bring 
held  in  Batcher’s  Hall,  on  Front  Street,  Stanley, 
every  second  Monday  in  each  month.  A ve~y  lit- 
tle effort  on  the  part  of  the  membership  w ll  make 
these  meetings  a success,  and  we  hope  to  have  a 
nice  attendance  next  month,  when  we  put  the 
nons  through  the  ropes.  There  will  be  two  of 
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them,  and  lots  of  fun;  everyone  bring  an  extra 
tin  can  for  Billy. 

I suppose  all  the  Brothers  received  the  circular 
relative  to  the  Katy.  We  are  pleased  to  note 
that  things  are  still  in  good  shape  down  there,  and 
none  of  us  should  delay  the  game  by  holding  back. 
The  winning  of  that  strike  would  mean  years  of 
work  saved  by  the  Order,  as  other  roads  are  not 
anxious  to  try  the  experiment,  and  they  should 
receive  all  the  support  possible,  and  without  delay. 

If  you  will  excuse  the  blunders  in  this,  I’ll  try 
and  do  better  next  time,  as  this  is  my  first  attempt. 

By  the  way,  we  have  some  cigars  coming,  too. 
Bro.  Helgerson,  of  Hitterdal,  is  the  happy  father 
of  an  eleven  and  a half  pound  O.  R.  T.  boy.  All 
doing  nicely;  make  him  get  his  card,  “H,”  and 
teach  him  the  watchword,  “No  card,  no  favors.’* 

Div.  Cor. 


Relay  Department 

St.  Paul — Bro.  J.  H.  Johnson  returned  after  a 
long  absence,  “bumping**  Mr.  Sainsbury,  who  h s 
been  making  summer  reliefs.  Business  is  goo  I, 
and  all  relief  work  done,  everyone  now  getting 
down  to  business  for  the  winter. 

Fargo. — Bro.  Klema  relieved  Mr.  Ellis,  on  L. 
N.  trick,  who  in  turn  relieves  Mr.  Mackelroth,  on 
night  trick,  Mackenroth  going  to  Jamestown  as 
dispatcher.  Don’t  know  who  relieves  Bro.  KL-ma 
as  operator. 

Dickinson. — No  changes,  everyone  very  quiet, 
waiting  for  winter  to  come  and  snow  them  in. 
Manager  Rudisell  very  busy  answering  calls  on 
second  side  N.  P.  quad  these  days. 

Helena. — Bro.  J.  R.  Caples  gone  East  for  sum- 
mer vacation,  relieved  by  Mr.  St.  Clair.  Our 
genial  little  Bro.  Arps  and  his  auto  gone  to  Liv- 
ingston dispatcher’s  office.  Bro.  T.  N.  South  worth 
back  from  his  vacation  fat  and  sassy,  reports  great 
deal  of  game,  but  none  of  it  setting  still. 

Spokane. — Additional  force  put  on  last  few 
weeks,  account  of  very  heavy  wheat  crop  in  West. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  from  W.  U.,  doing  the  work. 

Tacoma. — Mr.  Christie  on  summer  vacation; 
gone  to  “do  the  Fair.”*  Business  good,  and  every- 
one working  overtime. 

Portland. — Bros.  Smith  and  Schmidt  too  far 
away  to  see,  and  too  busy  to  write  much.  Haven’t 
time  to  take  a vacation  this  year.  Don’t  overwork 
yourself,  “SC.**  E.  W.  Newman. 


Lake  Superior  Division — 

From  the  appearance  of  the  journal,  anyone 
would  suppose  we  were  all  jacks  up  here  am  ng 
the  stumps,  but  the  fact  is,  we  have  been  so  bus/ 
chasing  jacks  we  have  neglected  the  journal.  Now 
that  we  have  all  in,  we  will  try  and  give  a few  of 
the  changes  along  the  line. 

Business  is  considerably  heavier  khan  la>t  ye  r 
at  this  time,  making  it  necessary  to  put  cn  addi- 
tional dispatcher  at  Duluth  dispatcher’s  offi.e,  giv 
ing  G.  Steiner  a trick. 

Short  Line  Park,  day  and  night  office  opened. 
O’Hara,  days,  and  Shafer,  nights. 


Carleton,  C.  M.  Connor  relieved  H.  S.  Smith, 
nights. 

Rutledge,  L.  W.  Mickel,  Agent,  relieved  by  J. 
A.  Nelson. 

Groningin,  night  office  opened,  with  Leist  in 
charge. 

Hinckley,  J.  P.  Holmberg  and  wife,  of  Rock 
Creek,  H.  C.  Rogers,  of  Rush  City,  and  R.  D. 
Beagle,  of  Pine  City,  took  in  the  Republican  rally 
at  this  place. 

Rush  City,  H.  C.  Rogers,  days,  vice  E.  A.  Swan- 
son, transferred  to  division.  E.  C.  Trueblood  on 
night  job. 

Grant9burg,  L.  W.  Michel  relieves  L.  O.  Ander- 
son as  agent.  Anderson  goes  to  Chicago  City  as 
agent,  vice  John  Johnson,  resigned  to  try  political 
life  for  a change. 

Cromwell,  night  office,  opened,  H.  S.  Smith  in 
charge. 

Janesville,  night  office  opened,  Operator  Maupin 
in  charge. 

This  does  not  constitute  all  the  news,  but  was 
all  I could  dig  up  for  this  issue.  We  will  try  and 
get  a more  complete  list  in  the  next  issue. 

Cert.  i 142. 


Dakota  Division — 

For  the  past  few  months  I have  looked  through 
our  journal  in  vain  for  a write-up  of  the  Dakota 
Division. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  there  are  a good  many 
changes  occurring  all  the  time.  Some  sta  ions 
have  as  high  as  four  changes  during  a month,  S3 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a correct  line-up. 
Business  on  this  division  has  picked  up  a good  deal 
of  late.  There  appears  to  be  more  openings  for 
men  than  there  are  men  to  fill  them.  I notice 
that  on  some  of  the  branches  there  are  a good 
many  nons.  This  looks  bad  for  our  division,  boys, 
for  at  one  time  not  long  ago  we  were  standing  at 
96  per  cent.  Let  us  all  get  busy.  Surely  with  the 
proper  amount  of  good  persuasive  talk  brought  to 
bear  on  the  nons  of  this  division  we  ought  to 
land  most  of  them  in  a very  short  time.  Continu- 
ous application  of  good,  solid  arguments  and 
statements,  which  can  not  be  denied,  or  slid 
around,  must  in  time  convince  the  most  radical 
disbeliever.  Pick  out  your  non,  and  land  him,  if 
it  is  a possible  thing. 

I notice  that  there  are  a number  of  B others 
who  have  but  recently  joined  the  ranks  of  the  O. 
R.  T.,  and  of  these  the  most  arc  men  who  ha  e 
been  nons  ever  since  they  started  railroading. 
This,  to  me,  is  a good  sign,  and  shows  that  a very 
large  amount  of  unselfish  labor,  and  unfaltering 
persistency  has  been  concentrated  on  these  past 
points  of  resistance,  who  have  at  last  given  way 
before  it,  and  are  now  using  the  same  tactics  to 
further  the  good  cause.  We  should  thank  those 
Brothers  who  have  put  so  much  time  and  s.r.nu 
ous  labor  working  for  the  organization  that  has 
put  dollars  in  the  pockets  of  those  in  whose 
pockets  pennies  were  comparatively  few. 

Cert.  No.  794* 
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Will  mar  Division — 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I look  on  the  list  of 
eighty-six  members  of  this  division  of  the  Great 
Northern,  and  find  that  there  are  but  three  who 
are  bade  in  dues  to  31st  of  December,  and  know- 
ing, as  I do,  that  all  of  these  three  will  make  good 
is  another  point  that  is  gratifying;  in  other  words, 
it  is  a pleasure  to  act  as  Chairman  of  such  a divis- 
ion filled  up  with  the  boys  that  wear  the  true  blue 
in  their  actions  and  buttonholes. 

As  we  are  the  strongest  division  on  the  G.  N 
system,  boys,  don't  let  it  stop  at  that,  as  we  have 
several  of  the  fraternity  that  up  to  the  present 
time  have  not  seen  fit  to  affiliate  with  our  Order, 
while  if  the  truth  was  known  they  are  monthly 
gaining  a benefit  of  from  $5  to  $25,  on  account  of 
the  O.  R.  T.,  or  as  represented  by  schedule  re- 
ceived by  our  most  worthy  Brothers,  who  repre- 
sented the  committee  who  secured  the  schedule 
dated  March  1,  1903. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  on  this  division 
eighteen  nons  who,  in  a sense,  are  good  fellows, 
but  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  joining  in  order 
to  help  a good  thing  along,  as  they  will  reap  the 
benefits  whether  they  join  or  not,  but  1 hope  that 
these  “Brothers  of  the  fraternity”  will  soon  ar- 
rive at  the  point  where  they  will  be  ashamed  to 
take  the  extra  compensation  which  they  receive 
“account  of  our  schedule,”  until  they  are  w lling 
to  advance  the  small  sum  it  takes  to  get  a card  up- 
to-date,  and  “be  a worthy  Brother;”  in  other 
words,  show  the  rest  of  us  who  have  struggled  for 
several  years  that  the  younger  and  also  the  older 
men  at  the  business  have  arrived  at  the  point 
where  they  can  see  plainly  they  are  gaining  from 
the  endeavors  of  the  O.  R.  T.  from  $5  to  $25  per 
month,  or,  in  other  words,  speaking  plainly,  gain- 
ing this  amount  from  the  O.  R.  T.,  an  Order 
amongst  the  railroad  fraternity  that  has  made 
greater  strides  in  the  past  three  years  than  any 
other  railroad  ever  made  in  the  same  length  of 
time. 

Prayers  are  often  left  in  the  lurch,  boys,  and 
unless  we  are  able  to  show  up  in  the  proper  way, 
wc  can  expect  nothing. 

I have  learned  that  numerous  ones  have  refused 
to  come  up  and  meet  the  special  assessment  ac- 
count our  meeting  last  summer,  which,  by  the 
way,  we  did  not  gain  a thing,  but,  instead,  you 
must  be  reasonable,  and  take  into  consideration  the 
different  propositions  of  our  general  chairman, 
who  acted  on  a vote,  and  who,  I think,  all  will 
agree  that  what  he  did  was  for  the  best  of  the  fra- 
ternity, and  also  for  all  of  us. 

Another  thing,  remember  that  while  you  were 
all  home  working  and  drawing  your  salaries,  we 
as  a committee  were  leaving  our  families,  and 
losing  money  by  keeping  up  the  conference,  as  all 
committees  do,  and,  therefore,  I do  not  see  why 
anyone  should  kick  on  meeting  an  assessment. 

As  long  as  the  Willmar  division  has  the  record 
of  being  the  strongest  of  any  division  of  the  G.  N., 
Division  70,  having  a membership  up  to-date  of  86 
members,  I think  it  should  be  a desire  of  all 
Brothers  to  keep  it  that  way,  and  not  leave  all  to 


the  Local  Chairman,  as  he  receives  nothing  at  all 
for  his  work  only  what  little  thanks  he  receives 
from  the  fraternity  for  his  diligent  endeavors  to 
perfect  his  division,  otherwise  he  serves  his  tirre, 
which  is  willingly  given,  for  nothing,  only  to  the 
betterment  of  the  Order. 

Do  not  leave  it  all  to  me,  and  the  assistants, 
boys;  every  man  get  up  and  hustle  for  the  nons. 
and  we  will  have  as  strong  a local  division  as 
exists,  and  by  getting  it  this  way  it  requires  the 
steady  endeavors  of  every  good  O.  R.  T.  man  on 
the  division. 

Hoping  you  appreciate  the  circular  from  our 
worthy  general  chairman,  Bro.  Halstead,  and  dige  t 
its  meaning  properly,  I am, 

Fraternally, 

E.  A.  Cross,  Local  Chairman. 


Willmar  and  Sioux  Falls  Line — 

Since  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  the  news 
budget  for  our  division,  will  take  my  first  turn 
at  the  wheel  and  do  the  best  I can.  As  we  have 
not  heard  from  this  line  for  some  time,  I am  in- 
clined to  think  our  neighbors  will  believe  us  dead, 
but  let  me  tell  you  right  here  that  we  arc  all  in, 
not  financially,  but  in  the  Order,  you  bet.  Now. 
boys,  let’s  co-operate,  and  from  now  on  we  will 
be  heard  from  every  month.  Don’t  wait  for  me 
to  ask  you  what’s  doing,  but  tell  me,  so  I can  get 
it  in  the  journal;  there’s  where  it  looks  good  to 


I notice  since  being  appointed  local  chairman  of 
this  division,  July  1,  our  worthy  Brother,  E.  A. 
Cross,  of  Lennox,  lined  up  27  nons  and  4 trans- 
fers. Now,  boys,  that’s  going  some,  and  you  bet 
old  “Crossy”  is  there  with  the  goods.  Congratula- 
tions, old  man;  shake  1 

Bro.  W.  H.  Fischer,  of  Struble.  has  been  enjoy- 
ing a much-earned  vacation  with  relatives  at  Mil- 
waukee, Mr.  J.  C.  Howard  relieving. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Allen,  of  “N,”  Sioux  City,  has  left 
us  and  gone  we  understand  to  St  Louis,  being  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  Frank  McGrain. 

Bro.  Carl,  of  Pipestone,  has  been  promoted  to 
day  telegrapher  at  “N,”  Sioux  City,  vice  Bro. 
Frank  McGrain,  on  nights.  Bro.  Carl  found  his 
mit  full,  but  went  after  it  like  a duck  to  water. 
Bro.  Flannagin  filling  at  Pipestone. 

Bro.  II.  D.  Knudson  exchanged  jobs  with  B o 
G.  A.  Rogers,  at  Jackson,  Neb.,  Bro.  Rogers  going 
to  Viborg,  S.  D. 

Mr.  Davis,  first  telegrapher  in  dispatcher’s  offi'e. 
Willmar,  passed  over  the  line  a few  days  ago, 
shaking  our  mits.  Glad  to  see  you,  “DV,”  call 
again. 

Bro.  Meek  is  doing  day  stunt  at  Garretson; 
regular  thing  now,  understand.  Glad  to  see  you 
climb  up,  old  man.  Good  thing;  stay  wi*h  it 

Bro.  Nelson,  formerly  nights  at  Garretscn,  has 
left  us  to  seek  new  pastures.  We  “13”  on  the  U. 
P.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  "P,”  but  wish  you  success. 
Bro.  Monte  is  now  doing  his  laps  as  owl  there. 

Bro.  Enger,  at  Sioux  Center,  has  been  apprised 
a helper.  Guess  business  must  be  pretty  good  at 
“UX”  these  days,  eh  Andy. 
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Wc  are  getting  a bunch  of  circular  letters  from 
G.  W.  L.  Brown,  from  which  it  appears  he  is  sore 
about  something.  Wonder  what  official  job  he  is 
looking  for. 

Understand  Bro.  Jordan,  at  Hills,  is  looking  for 
a change.  What’s  the  matter,  Frank,  getting  tired 
of  Lude  Fisk? 

Booge,  S.  D.,  opened  September  ist  with  Mr. 
Crossman,  from  the  I.  C.,  as  General  Manager  at 
that  point.  Come,  Crossman,  fill  out  those  papers 
and  get  in  line. 

Did  you  see  all  those  extras  going  east  the  other 
morning?  Guess  business  is  poor  on  this  line. 
Wonder  if  running  extra  trains  was  the  cause  of 
all  those  U.  S.  mail  boxes  being  put  in,  and  over- 
time put  out.  Looks  as  though  a game  of  freeze- 
out  is  in  line.  Never  mind,  boys,  we  are  on  top 
of  our  neighbors  yet,  and  good  men  in  the  field. 

We  recently  learned  that  Bro.  Devany,  of  Per- 
kins, took  unto  himself  a wife,  but  are  unable  to 
learn  the  facts  in  the  case.  If  this  is  true,  “D,” 
let’s  hear  from  you,  so  that  we  may  extend  con- 
gratulations. 

Bro.  Schopp,  at  Doon,  has  thrown  away  his 
helper,  the  crutch,  and  is  doing  his  laps  on  both 
legs,  now.  Bro.  Schopp  had  the  misfortune  to  fall 
and  break  his  right  leg  some  time  ago,  and  we  are 
glad  to  note  that  he  is  all-togetber  again. 

Bro.  Monte  has  been  transferred  as  owl  at  At- 
water on  main  line,  with  Bro.  Chas.  Goff,  owl,  at 
Garretson.  Bro.  Goff  comes  from  the  train  servi  e, 
and  is  a crackerjack. 

Bro.  G.  S.  Fairchild,  of  Corson,  i§  on  vacation; 
did  not  learn  where.  Mr.  Howard  doing  the  stunt 
there,  while  Bro.  Fairchild  is  away.  Mr.  Howard 
believes  he  can  live  without  the  O.  R.  T.  The  e 
are  others,  nit. 

Bro.  Allen,  doing  night  stunt  at  Pipestone,  re- 
signed; relieved  by  Bro.  Orlefoeke,  nights,  at  Les 
ter,  Mr.  Gust  Carlson,  from  Clara  City,  relieving 
Bro.  Orlefoekc.  Mr.  Carlson  is  a new  beginner, 
and  promises  to  come  in  soon.  Trust  he  will 
prove  true  to  his  word. 

A new  telegrapher  arrived  at  Hills,  Minn.,  short 
time  ago.  Did  not  learn  his  name,  but,  any  way, 
Frank  is  wearing  a happy  look  on  his  countenance. 
Better  get  his  application  in,  Frank,  while  he’s 
young.  Congratulations,  old  man. 

Business  must  be  pretty  fierce  on  the  main  line 
from  the  appearance  of  the  new  trick  men  on  this 
end. 

Hearing  nothing  from  the  boys  east  of  Garret- 
son  for  this  month,  they  needn’t  feel  sore  if  they 
are  missed  or  not  mentioned  in  the  journal.  Just 
send  me  the  news,  and  I’ll  do  the  rest. 

If  this  happens  to  pass  under  Bro.  Quick’s  ham- 
mer I’ll  try  again  next  month. 

I desire  to  advise  all  nons  on  this  division  that 
if  their  applications  are  not  in  before  the  next 
issue  of  the  journal,  their  names  will  be  published, 
together  with  their  location  and  position,  and  con- 
tinued until  they  do.  Cert.  842. 


Dakota  Division — 

It  has  been  some  time  since  this  division  has 
bad  a write-up  in  The  Telegrapher,  but  as  some 


of  the  boys  have  helped  your  correspondent  with  a 
few  items,  we  will  try  again  to  write  something 
of  interest  to  the  members. 

Bro.  Le  Fever,  the  owl  at  Fosston,  found  him- 
self overburdened  with  good  company  money,  and 
had  to  be  relieved  for  thirty  days.  During  that 
time  'he  made  a visit  home,  and  took  in  the  big 
show'  at  St.  Louis.  He  is  back  now,  and  says  he 
is  from  Missouri;  you  know  what  that  means. 
Bro.  Wright  took  care  of  LcFever’s  lady  friend 
while  the  latter  was  away.  Bro.  Wright  is  a new 
man  on  the  division,  but  carried  an  up-to-date  pa-s, 
and  we  are  glad  to  have  him  with  us.  The  east 
end  needs  him  badly,  and  would  have  had  him 
stay,  but  he  was  offered  Lakota  and  accepted. 

Night  work  has  been  too  much  for  Bro.  Erlend- 
son,  of  McIntosh,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to 
take  a lay  off  of  some  length.  Don’t  forget  to 
save  the  price  of  the  new  card,  Earl? 

Mr.  Wake  has  taken  Bro.  Erlenson’s  place,  and 
if  his  name  speaks  for  him,  he  will  have  no  use 
for  the  hay. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Cooling  was  offered  McIntosh,  to  re- 
lieve Bro.  Erlandson,  but  declined  the  place.  We 
have  not  learned  where  he  has  decided  to  locate. 

Bro.  Pike  got  tired  of  being  an  agent,  and  has 
left  Dugdale  for  Carman,  where  he  is  doing  a 
night  stunt 

O.  L.  Shutes  dropped  off  the  train  at  Solway  o-'e 
day,  and  since  we  have  missed  Bro.  Olson.  We 
expect  him  back  in  thirty  days,  alone. 

Bro.  Satrcn,  of  Bemidji,  days,  wrote  for  a pass 
and  has  gone  east.  We  don’t  know  if  the  pass  was 
made  to  carry  one  or  two  persons  on  the  return 
trip.  This  gives  us  two  new  men  at  Bemidji,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Schroeder,  from  Dugdale,  days,  and  a 
Brother  from  the  D.  M.  & N.,  as  night  man.  They 
9ay  he  is  “Wright.” 

Mr.  Greer,  who  was  at  Bemidji  before  Bro. 
Wright  has  gone  to  Churches  Ferry  as  cashier. 

Bro.  Coffey  is  back  with  us  again  after  a short 
lay-off,  and  has  accepted  Edinburg,  relieving  Mr. 
Jamieson,  who  has  left  the  service  and  gone  into 
the  banking  business.  We  lose  one  and  gain  an- 
other. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dennis,  who  was  agent  at  Fosstcn 
some  years  ago,  and  since  in  business  for  himself, 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  work  with  a 
good  class  of  citizens,  and  has  returned  to  the 
fold,  having  accepted  the  night  job  at  Towner. 

Bro.  Plunkett,  who  has  been  on  a vacation  to 
coast  points,  got  as  far  back  as  Larimore  Yard, 
where  he  is  now  working  nights.  Thought  you 
promised  to  go  back  to  the  east  end  when  your 
vacation  was  over;  how  about  it,  ‘“CY?” 

Where  has  Bro.  Mason  been?  Or  is  a case  of 
can’t  tell,  Jim? 

A new  man  shows  up  at  Bartlett  Rosy  must 
have  another  claim  to  prove  up. 

Fosston  is  booked  for  a day  telegrapher,  and 
Fisher  for  a night  man.  We  hope  Bros.  LeFever 
and  Parsons  will  look  after  our  interests  if  they 
are  not  in  line. 

If  you  know  of  a non  anywhere,  send  his  name 
and  address  to  the  local  chairman,  and  he  will 
mail  him  some  interesting  reading  matter.  If  you 
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can  use  some  application  blanks,  you  can  get  them 
from  the  chairman,  or  send  him  the  name  of  the 
party  wanting  them. 

Don’t  forget  the  news  items;  you  like  to  read 
the  other  fellow's,  let  him  read  yours. 

Adam  Sell. 


O'Neill  Line  Items — 

Bro.  West,  at  O'Neill,  Neb.,  just  beat  the  F.  E. 
M.  V.  out  of  a shipment  of  800  head  of  cattle. 
Good  for  you,  “WS.” 

Bro.  Comer,  at  Page,  Neb.,  is  also  doing  good 
business.  I sent  him  six  cars  of  cattle  to-day,  and 
have  a few  more  in  view. 

Bro.  Thompson,  at  Savage,  Neb.,  is  wearing  a 
pair  of  snow  shoes  * to  keep  him  on  top  of  the 
sand.  Good  idea,  “R.” 

Mr.  Haun,  at  Waterbury,  was  at  Lennox,  S.  D., 
and  belonged  to  our  noble  Order  there,  but,  ac- 
count of  his  wife's  illness  went  to  California,  and 
dropped  out  during  that  time.  He  is  coming  in 
with  us  at  once,  so  he  says,  and  we  know  you 
from  old,  Mr.  “H."  Glad  to  know  your  wife’s 
health  is  improving. 

Mr.  Turner,  agent,  Goodwin,  Neb.,  says  he  will 
be  under  shelter  before  January  1,  1905.  Alright, 
“RT,”  remember  what  you  promised  us. 

Mr.  L.  W.  Woodrow,  at  Soo  City,  is  a good  fel- 
low, but  say,  Wood,  come  in  with  us,  we  would  be 
tickled  to  death  to  have  you  on  our  side. 

Bro.  Lilly,  at  Randolph,  Neb.,  is  kept  busy 
looking  after  competitive  business,  and  he  surely 
will  get  his  share. 

Bro.  Brown,  at  Belden,  Neb.,  pounding  brass  in 
good  shape;  understand  he  gets  a good  bunch  of 
way  freight  every  day. 

Bro.  Rice  is  kept  busy  at  Laurel,  Neb.,  ordering 
cars  for  grain  and  stock.  He  is  a man  that  does 
not  allow  connecting  lines  to  get  much  stock, 
etc. 

Bro.  Tanck,  at  Dixon,  has  his  hands  full  putting 
in  country  store  freight,  but  he  is  a man  that 
would  quit  before  he  would  allow  a student  around 
to  do  it  for  him. 

Mr.  Churchill,  at  Allen,  is  also  a busy  man,  bu‘ 
say,  Church,  try  and  get  time  to  fill  out  those 
blanks  we  left  you.  We  would  be  glad  to  have 
you  with  us,  and  think  you  will  be  glad  to  be 
with  us  when  you  do  come  in.  Try  it. 

Bro.  Colby,  at  Brunswick,  Neb.,  is  keeping  the 
ball  rolling  around  there. 

Bro.  Akers,  at  Plainview,  is  also  25.  What 
doing?  Taking  care  of  that  new  boy.  Congratu- 
lations, Mrs.  and  Bro.,  but  where  are  the  “sigas?” 
Never  mind,  we  will  take  them  when  we  get  our 
new  schedule. 

Bro.  Busfield,  at  Osmond,  is  a very  busy  man; 
lot’s  of  freight  around  there,  but  Bus.  never  sleeps. 
He  has  a sounder  at  the  head  of  his  bed,  and  you 
may  depend  on  him  hearing  every  dot  and  dash 
correctly. 

Bro.  Droel  is  checking  freight  and  signing  foT 
express  at  McLean,  Neb.  I "13”  he  has  a bro  d 
smile  on  his  face  when  he  signs  up  to  Me  senget 
MoClintock  about  the  20th  of  each  month. 

Cut.  603. 


In  Memoriam — 

Whereas,  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  having 
seen  fit  to  remove  from  our  midst  our  esteemed 
Brother,  A.  R.  McKinley,  Ex-Local  Chairman 
Kalispell  division,  and  while  we  humbly  submit  to 
the  Divine  will  of  an  inscrutable  Providence;  be 
it— 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  McKin 
ley,  who  has  passed  to  that  great  beyond,  from 
whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns.  Great  Northern 
System,  Division  No.  70,  has  lost  a faithful  an! 
loyal  member,  that  we  extend  to  his  bereaved 
family  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  and  commend  them 
to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly  Father  for  comfort 
and  solace;  and  be  it  further — 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  his  family,  a copy  to  Thb  Telegrapher 
for  publication,  and  a copy  spread  on  the  min- 
utes of  this  meeting. 

B.  A.  Halstead, 

F.  A.  Shbrmam, 

Frbd.  Marshall, 

Committee. 


Texas  Pacific  Ry. 

If  you  have  the  space  to  spare,  I would  like  to 
say  a few  words.  The  first  thing  I sec  when  I 
receive  my  Telegrapher  is  the  bouquet  the  boys 
are  tossing  at  the  Western  Union,  and  the  mail 
sacks.  That’s  alright,  we  all  have  a kick  com  ng. 
But  I,  for  one,  fail  to  see  that  we  are  gain  ng 
anything  by  shooting  hot  air  at  them.  We  hive 
been  handling  this  Western  Union  and  mail  tusi 
ness  for  years,  and  we  will  be  doing  it  years  to 
come  if  we  depend  on  winning  anything  from 
them  by  this  hot-air  method.  I have  read  the 
Conductors',  Engineers  and  Trainmen's  Journal. 
and  have  my  first  time  to  notice  anything  about 
“we  ought  to  have  pay  for  this  and  for  that,  and 
we  are  run  over,”  etc. 

Boys,  as  long  as  we  stand  still  like  a tree  and 
do  nothing,  we  will  continue  to  hustle  Western 
Union  and  mail  gratis. 

I think  we  should  cut  this  telling  what  we  are 
going  to  do  out  of  the  journal,  and  tell  it  in  the 
lodge  room.  While  we  are  keeping  the  railroads 
and  Western  Union  posted  as  to  what  we  will  do. 
they  are  filling  their  offices  with  students,  also 
telegraph  schools.  If  we  want  that  $75  minimum, 
let’s  go  after  it.  What’s  the  use  to  notify  the 
railroads  three  years  in  advance?  One  sure  thing, 
if  we  don’t  go  after  it,  they  are  not  going  to 
bring  it  to  us. 

We  are  strong;  we  are  here  to  stay,  regardle-s 
of  Mr.  Brown’s  hot-air  circulars.  Say  did  >ou 
get  one  of  them?  He  states  he  is  paying  for  them 
himself?  Of  course  he  is.  Who  said  he  had  not 
the  price  to  throw  away?  We  all  know  he  has 
the  O.  R.  T.  fever  bad,  and  is  willing  to  spend 
his  money  in  their  behalf — nit. 

Well,  must  close  now,  and  get  busy  with  thoae 
Western  Union  reports.  Hope  to  hear  from  some 
good  Brother  in  next  edition  giving  their  opinion 
on  cutting  this  hot  air  out  of  our  journal. 

Cbrt.  si i. 
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Grand  Trunk  Railway. 

Bro.  Boggs,  an  up-to-date,  employed  by  the 
Grand  Trunk,  meeting  Groggs,.  who  at  one  time 
was  a very  enthusiastic  member,  and  not  noticing 
his  O.  R.  T.  button,  asked  how  it  happened  that 
he  was  not  wearing  same,  and  received  the  reply 
that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  offi- 
cials of  the  road  were  a jolly  lot  of  fellows,  who 
intended  to  do  the  square  thing  with  the  boys  in 
the  future  by  giving  them  a fair  remuneration  for 
their  services,  etc.,  therefore,  he  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  pay  dues  in  the  Order,  keeping 
that  up  any  longer.  Says  he  to  Boggs: 

“Just  look  at  the  increase  the  boys  received  within 
the  past  eight  months,  and,  too,  just  note  the  con- 
tract issued  by  the  manager  recently,  in  which  he 
says,  ‘The  telegraphers  will  not  be  discriminated 
against  for  being  members  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  that 
they  will  be  allowed  to  attend  their  meetings,  act 
on  Boards  of  Adjustment,  relieved,  and  furnished 
free  transportation  to  place  of  meeting  whenever 
requested,*  and  if  that  don’t  sound  nice,  I don’t 
know  what  does.” 

“Well,”  asked  Boggs,  “do  you  believe  all  of 
that?” 

“Well,  you  know  that  in  the  past  few  months 
whenever  the  officials  call,  or  pass,  they  act  just 
like  gentlemen.  They  say,  with  a broad  smile, 
how  are  you,  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry,  whichever 
the  case  may  be,  and  I am  inclined  to  believe  they 
mean  it,  too.” 

“Well,  asks  Boggs,  “how  many  parties  does  it 
take  to  make  a bargain  of  any  kind?” 

Grogg  replies,  “two  or  more,  I suppose.” 

“Well,”  says  Boggs,  “how  many  parties  con- 
cerned agreed  to  and  signed  the  contract  issued  by 
the  manager,  effective  last  July?” 

Says  Groggs,  “I  only  see  the  manager’s  name, 
but  then  it  is  approved  by  Mr.  Hays,  and  surely 
men  holding  such  positions  would  never  think  of 
appending  their  names  to  such  a document  as 
that  if  they  did  not  intend  to  be  honest  and  live 
up  to  it.” 

“Well,”  asks  Boggs,  “do  you  not  know  that  they 
are  parties  concerning  just  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  for  the  fact  that  your  committee  never 
agreed  to  or  signed  any  such  document,  the  same 
is  not  worth  the  paper  it’s  written  on?  If  they 
meant  one  word  of  it,  why  was  it  that  their  sub- 
officials were  allowed  to  fly  over  the  road  like  a 
lot  of  bees,  when  they  were  given  a certain  time 
to  comply  with  your  organization’s  request  a few 
months  ago,  personally  interviewing  and  intimi- 
dating their  men.  when  the  ink  on  the  contract 
referred  to  in  which  they  state  the  men  would  be 
allowed  to  be  members,  etc.,  of  the  Order  without 
discrimination,  was  hardly  dry  yet?  My  dear  Mr. 
Groggs,  if  the  officials  intend  to  be  so  kind  and 
honest  as  you  appear  to  think,  can  you  give  me 
any  good  reason  why  they  refuse  to  treat  fairly 
with  your  committee?  And  don’t  you  think  that 
if  they  intended  to  treat  you  fairly  in  the  future, 
that  instead  of  paying  the  army  of  private  detec- 
tives which  it  appears  they  have  strung  over  the 


system  the  enormous  wages  they  are  for,  what  we 
conclude  is  to  spot  and  watch  you  for  no  good 
purpose,  they  would  dismiss  this  crowd,  and  give 
you  that  what  you  earn,  like  managements  of  other 
roads  do  by  their  men?  My  dear  Mr.  Groggs, 
the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  they  are  leaving  no 
stone  unturned  in  order  to  bust  your  organization 
and  get  you  fellows  in  a position  without  any 
document  signed  by  both  parties  governing  your 
employment,  etc.,  for  the  future,  and  if  you  and 
all  others  concerned,  just  knew  when  you  are 
well  off,  you  would  pay  your  dues,  and  show  your 
colors  by  putting  that  button  on  again,  and  do 
your  part  towards  assisting  your  committee,  who 
arc  doing  their  utmost  to  secure  your  rights  for 
you,  and  get  a contract  in  black  and  white,  signed 
by  your  organization  and  company  both,  then  *you 
would  have  something  solid  to  govern  your  em- 
ployment in  the  future.” 

“Well,  Bro.  Boggs,  I’ll  be  jiggered  if  I don’t 
see  through  their  game  now.  It  is  to  try  and  get 
us  in  a position  where  we  will  not  have  any  writ- 
ten document  signed  by  both  parties  to  the  con- 
troversy, and  then  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  with 
us  as  they  see  fit  I thought  that  contract  sent  by 
the  manager  last  July  was  a settlement  made  by 
the  committee,  but  I see  it’s  only  signed  by  the 
manager,  and  it’s  not  worth  one  cent.  I’ll  pay 
my  dues  right  away,  and  do  my  part  towards  mak- 
ing Division  No.  i worthy  of  its  number.” 

Cert.  38. 


Notice — 

Members  of  Division  1 are  hereby  notified  that 
dues  notice  slip  for  terra  January  1 to  June  30, 
1905,  will  be  distributed  about  December  1st. 
However,  as  we  are  in  need  of  your  financial  as- 
sistance at  the  present  time,  members  are  re- 
quested to  not  wait  for  the  notice  slip,  but  send  in 
your  remittance  of  $3.50  at  once,  or  as  early  as 
possible.  The  same  will-  be  credited  to  your  ac- 
count, receipt  forwarded,  thereby  putting  you  in 
possession  of  your  card  for  ensuing  term  early. 

Your  committee,  owing  to  those  representing  the 
Board  of  Arbitration  having  engaged  on  other 
cases  previous  to  ours,  have  had  to  submit  to  sev- 
eral postponements  of  the  case,  but  are  hopeful  of 
completing  same  soon,  and  when  it  has  been  com- 
pleted, a circular  will  be  issued  explaining  fully 
as  to  what  has  been  accomplished. 

The  boys  on  the  M.  K.  & T.  system  are  still 
fighting  their  case,  and  if  they  continue  to  remain 
firm  they  will  win.  I merely  mention  this  to  show 
you  the  amount  of  sticktoitiveness  your  Brothers 
on  the  above-mentioned  road  possess,  also,  that  if 
our  members  prove  to  be  as  loyal  a lot  as  the  Katy 
boys,  they  will  also  win  their  case.  Good  things 
nowadays  are  not  secured  very  easily,  therefore, 
we  ask  you  to  be  patient  and  loyal  to  the  end. 
It  will  pay  you  handsomely. 

With  best  wishes,  I am. 

Fraternally, 

D.  L.  Shaw,  A.  G.  S.  & T. 
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Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

Central  Division — 

Having  seen  nothing  in  The  Telegrapher  for 
nearly  two  years  from  this  part  of  the  C.  P.  R.R., 
I will  try  to  write  up  a little  news,  although  I am 
not  the  local  correspondent,  and  do  not  know 
whether  we  have  any  or  not,  if  so  I beg  your  par- 
don as  well  as  all  the  rest  of  the  Brothers.  This 
will  make  it  all  the  easier  for  some  other  Brother 
who  is  better  acquainted  and  qualified  to  do  next 
month.  Some  one  should  write  up  the  news 
every  month,  and  let  it  be  known  that  we  are 
not  entirely  dead,  although  we  have  been  sleeping 
so  long. 

Business  is  beginning  to  pick  up  as  the  new 
wheat  commences  to  move. 

There  are  a number  of  new  men  on  n:ghts,  and 
every  Brother  should  get  busy  until  every  one  is 
in  line,  as  now  is  the  time  we  need  them. 

Understand  there  is  to  be  a day  telegrapher  put 
on  at  Grenfell  in  a few  days.  Of  course,  Bro. 
Weldon  will  likely  be  the  man. 

Bro.  McFaddyen,  nights,  at  Grenfell,  trans- 
ferred to  Moose  Jaw.  Yards,  nights.  Bro.  Berg- 
man relieving  him  at  present. 

Bro.  Rider,  of  Wolseley,  on  holidays,  Bro.  Searl, 
from  Pense,  relieving. 

A few  days  ago,  Bro.  McElhone,  agent  David- 
son, passed  through,  en  route  to  Wolseley.  Bro. 
McElhone  has  been  on  the  sick  list,  but  is  look- 
ing better,  and  hope  he  finds  complete  cure  at 
Wolseley. 

Bro.  Anderson,  agent  Sintaluta,  has  been  ap- 
pointed agent,  Indian  Head,  and  at  present  time 
is  taking  charge  of  his  new  station. 

Bro.  Cordingly,  who  has  been  relieving  Bro. 
Burdett,  at  Balgonie,  is  now  relieving  Bro.  Ander- 
son, at  Sintaluta. 

Sintaluta  agency  advertized  until  October  20th. 

Bro.  Golding  back  to  work  after  quite  an  illness, 
and  says  does  not  feel  the  best  yet.  At  any  rate, 
glad  to  see  you  back,  “G.** 

Bro.  Spence,  of  Indian  Head,  has  been  ap- 
pointed traveling  agent  in  connection  with  the 
grain  business  under  the  Transportation  Depart- 
ment, and  is  now  on  a tour  in  Southwest  Mani- 
toba and  Southeast  Assiniboin. 

We  are  all  glad  to  see  “Dad”  get  the  appoint- 
ment, as  he  is  an  old  man  on  the  road,  and  on? 
of  the  best,  and  surely  deserves  anything  there 
is  in  this  line. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Shelds  has  been  relieving  Bro.  Spence, 
at  Indian  Head,  and  is  now  transferring  the  sta 
tion  to  Bro.  Anderson. 

Bro.  Gallagher  has  been  relieving  Mr.  Shields, 
days,  and  is  off  for  Grenfell.  Mr.  Shields  re 
sumes  his  old  place. 

Bro.  McLeod  still  relieving  at  Que  d’Appelle. 
Understand  Bro.  Spence  koes  to  Que  d’Appelle 
soon  as  his  duties  as  traveling  agent  are  com- 
pleted. 

Some  three  weeks  ago,  at  Dundalk,  Ont.,  Miss 
Maude  Hanbury  was  married  to  Bro.  R.  J.  Bur- 
dette, of  Balgonie,  N.  W.  T. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdette  spent  their  honeymoon 
at  St.  Louis  Exposition,  Detroit,  Buffalo,  Niagara, 


Hamilton,  Toronto,  and  Ottawa.  Bro.  Burdette  has 
resumed  his  duties  at  Balgonie,  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burdette  will  make  their  home.  All  Brothers 
join  in  most  hearty  congratulations,  and  best 
wishes  for  many  years  of  wedded  bliss. 

Night  man  at  Balgonie  new  man.  Bro.  Bur- 
dette promises  to  have  him  on  the  right  side  of 
the  fence  in  a few  days. 

Mr.  Collins  relieving  Bro.  Searl,  nights,  at 
Pense.  Mr.  Collins  has  his  papers  filled  out,  and 
expects  to  be  a Brother  soon. 

Night  telegrapher,  Pasqua,  has  had  his  papers 
in  for  some  time  now,  and  is  expecting  the  ar- 
rival of  an  up-to-date  card  every  train. 

Moose  Jaw,  Bro.  Burke,  West  end  dispatcher, 
laid  up  with  typhoid  fever,  but  it  is  not  a serious 
attack,  and  we  all  hope  to  see  him  back  to  work 
in  short  time. 

Bro.  McGillvary  returned  from  six  weeks*  vaca- 
tion in  the  East,  and  has  taken  a trick  on  the 
west  end. 

Bro.  Reynolds  who  is  Canadian  Commissioner 
at  St.  Louis  Exposition  is  expected  back  about 
November  1st  to  resume  his  trick  on  the  east  end. 

Short  time  ago  there  was  a rumor  that  we  were 
to  have  a change  in  our  chief  at  Moose  Jaw  bat 
hope  this  has  all  blown  over  now  and  that  Mr. 
Uren  will  remain  as  we  consider  him  the  very 
best  the  company  have  in  their  employ.  We  should 
show  our  appreciation  of  such  a man  by  all  giv- 
ing the  very  best  service  in  our  power. 

Latest  news  from  Montreal  is  that  President 
Shawnncsey  has  given  Mr.  McNicoll  authority  to 
deal  with  our  committee  and  we  should  hear  some 
good  news  soon.  Every  one  that  possibly  can 
should  pay  next  six  months*  dues  in  advance  at 
once  as  per  our  Secretary’s  request. 

Bro.  Willis,  short  time  ago,  transferred  from 
Indian  Head  to  Moose  Jaw  Yard,  and  again  to 
split  trick  telegrapher  in  dispatcher’s  office. 

Bro.  Willis  states  “Every  C.  P.  R.  telegrapher 
should  send  contribution  first  mail.  If  you  haven’t 
the  money,  borrow  it:  you  surely  have  a friend. 
Am  in  favor  of  making  the  protective  fund  large 
enough  to  cover  any  emergency,  no  matter  what 
the  amount  needed.  Am  willing  to  pay  five  dol 
lars  a year  into  this  protective  fund.” 

This  should  be  the  policy  of  every  good  O.  R.  T. 
Brother  in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  I am 
also  willing  to  pay  five  dollars  each'  year  into  this 
fund;  it  can  not  be  made  too  large. 

No  doubt  a great  number  of  the  members  on 
the  Third  District  do  not  realize  the  importance 
of  responding  to  the  late  latter  of  our  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  Brother  Quick. 

I know  there  are  not  one-half  of  the  members 
doing  this,  and  this  should  not  be  the  case.  D 
you  not  realize  the  importance  of  helping  our 
Brothers  who  have  taken  so  noble  a stand  for 
their  rights?  It  is  not  only  for  the  good  it  wi!l  do 
them,  but  the  good  it  is  going  to  do  the  whole  Or- 
der throughout  Canada,  U.  S.,  and  Mexico.  We 
must  show  the  heads  of  the  different  railroads 
that  we  must  be  respected;  that  we  can  fight  and 
stand  as  a unit  when  it  comes  to  a case  of  this 
kind. 
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If  we  live  up  to  our  obligations,  we  can  not  see 
our  Brothers  on  the  M.  K.  & T.  beaten,  and  we 
are  not  going  to  see  it. 

It  would  do  every  telegrapher  good  to  read  the 
stand  a section  foreman  took  in  regard  to  board- 
ing a scab  agent.  He  would  not  board  him,  nor 
would  any  one  in  the  whole  town.  It  can  be 
found  in  the  Advance  Adx’ocatc,  the  official  organ 
of  the  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes. 

This  should  put  a little  life  into  some  of  these 
sleeping  telegraphers  like  we  are  on  the  third  dis- 
trict, for  if  we  do  not  wake  up,  the  laborers  on 
the  section  are  going  to  draw  larger  checks  at  the 
end  of  the  month  than  we. 

Now,  let  every  Brother  that  has  not  answered 
Bro.  Quick’s  letter  do  so  at  once,  and  prove  that 
we  are  not  as  dead  as  we  seem;  we  may  need  some 
help  ourselves  yet. 

What  is  the  matter  with  having  a good  lively 
meeting,  say  at  Regina,  as  that  is  the  most  cen- 
tral point,  and  every  telegrapher  and  agent  on 
the  whole  district  attend  that  possibly  can. 

In  this  way  we  could  talk  over  all  these  mat- 
ters. No  one  seems  to  know  who  our  local  chair- 
man is.  Have  we  one?  We  also  need  a local 
Grievance  Committee  and  a local  correspondent. 
There  is  plenty  of  work  that  could  be  done. 

Let  us  hear  from  some  of  the  other  Brothers  in 
regard  to  this,  and  see  if  there  can  not  be  ar- 
rangements made  for  the  largest  meeting  ever 
held  on  this  district. 

It  is  surprising  how  many  old  men  are  behind 
with  their  dues.  Every  one  should  pay  up  at 
once.  Might  be  good  plan  in  next  write-up  to 
put  in  every  one’s  name  that  are  behind  with 
their  dues,  if  a majority  should  agree  to  this 
being  done. 

There  was  no  news  of  much  interest  on  the 
Swift  Current  and  Paqueta  sections,  except  that 
on  the  Swift  Current  section  the  company  have 
taken  over  some  of  the  new  track,  which  reduces 
the  grades  and  curves  in  a number  of  places. 
Business  is  also  brisk  here,  on  account  of  the  con- 
struction work  being  done. 

Hoping  I have  not  taken  too  much  of  your  valu- 
able time  and  space  with  so  poor  a correspondence, 
will  cut  this  out,  and  let  some  Brother  that  is  bet- 
ter acquainted  try  their  hand  next  month.  Am 
sure  they  can  do  better  than  I. 

Bro.  Elmer,  of  Saskatoon  has  been  doing  some 
good  work  up  that  way,  and  reports  everything 
solid  except  one  which  has  promised  to  do  the 
right  thing.  Cert.  2389. 


Prince  Albert  Branch — 

I have  been  trying  for  some  time  to  find  out 
who  our  local  chairman  is.  It  seems  to  me  since 
the  district  was  split  up  we  have  neither  had  a 
local  chairman  nor  Grievance  Committee.  What’s 
the  matter,  boys?  Are  we  all  dead?  I should 
hope  not.  Let’s  have  a meeting  and  straighten 
things  out.  Who  is  our  division  correspondent? 
I have  not  seen  our  division  represented  in  The 
Telegrapher  for  many  months.  It  certainly  is 
not  because  the  boys  are  not  in  line,  as  to  my 
knowledge  w$  have  only  one  non  on  the  branch, 


and  I understand  he  has  the  necessary  papers,  and 
will  soon  be  in  out  of  the  cold.  This  is  my  first 
attempt,  and  I hope  some  of  the  boys  will  follow 
it  up,  and  keep  the  district  represented  as  it  should 
be. 

Following,  a few  brief  notes: 

Bro.  Mason  is  taking  his  annual  trip,  being  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  Baker.  Glad  to  see  you  at  it  again, 
“CB.” 

Bro.  Guernsey,  also  having  the  two  weeks*  hard- 
earned  rest,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Arnold. 

Bro.  McEihone  is  on  sick  list.  Hope  to  see  you 
around  again  soon,  “Mac.” 

Bro.  S.  Laurent  leaves  on  his  holidays  this 
week.  I “13”  Bro.  Baker  will  relieve  him. 

Bro.  Henning  just  returned  from  a six  weeks* 
trip  east.  What  kind  of  a time  did  you  have,  “H?” 

The  new  train  service  will  be  a reality  by  the 
time  this  goes  to  press.  It  will  be  a benefit  to 
all. 

Bro.  Bryce  has  just  returned  from  his  annual 
trip  east.  He  is  the  same  old  “Sunny  Jim.** 

Bro.  Hanson  has  resumed  duty  again  after  a two 
weeks’  sojourn  at  the  coast. 

Bro.  Gordon  spent  the  past  two  weeks  hunting 
in  the  woods.  What  kind  of  luck  did  you  have, 
Jim?  Don’t  see  any  ducks  coming  south  since 
you  were  out. 

Two  or  three  new  men  on  the  branch;  under- 
stand all  their  papers  are  in,  and  before  next  writ- 
ing we  will  be  able  to  say  the  line  is  complete. 

Cert.  1954. 


Western  Division — 


We  are  not  quite  dead.  Just  been  doing  the 
Rip  Van  Winkle  trick.  Now  that  it  is  over,  hope 
to  see  us  represented  every  month  in  our  journal. 

We  are  all  here  with  the  goods,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one.  “GF,”  at  “A,”  is  a non;  don’t  for- 
get him,  you  boys  in  “CG.” 

There  have  been  a great  many  changes  recently. 
Will  try  and  locate  some  of  the  old  boys. 

Bro.  Evans  is  doing  day  trick  at  Maple  Creek. 
Dick  says  it  is  great  compared  with  Brooks.  Says 
if  he  ever  gets  stuck  for  a job,  is  going  to  turn 
cook.  Got  first-class  papers  in  that  line  on  leaving 
Brooks. 


New  man  working  nights  at  “MK.”  Done  the 
goat  act,  too. 


Bro.  Hood  is  in  Montreal  with  general  commit- 
tee. “13”  everything  going  grand. 

Bro.  Reagh  has  his  place  at  “MK.” 

Bro.  Moyle  has  “DC’s”  place  at  “BR.”  Can 
see  him  any  old  time  chasing  snakes  around 
slough.  Keep  at  ’em,  “WM.”  New  night  man  at 
“BR”  from  the  sunny  South.  Solid,  too.  Can 
smell  O.  R.  T.isra  clean  down  to  the  tank  when 
he  comes  on  duty. 


cro.  laylor,  from  Bassano,  is  in  relay  office  at 
“CT,”  and  Bro.  Stares,  from  “BA,”  now  at  “BO,” 
takes  him  all  his  time  to  dodge  that  **303”  that 
the  old  lady  used  on  Bro.  Harding.  Look  out  for 
that  glass  eye  in  the  mush,  “S.” 

“SU”  is  again  open;  you  will  find  Bro.  Anglish 
holding  it  dpwq.  Has  glad  hand  for  the  O.  R.  T, 
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boys.  Any  Brother  passing  should  call  to  see  him. 
He  will  tell  you  how  to  chase  the  nons. 

How  did  you  and  the  little  jap  girl  get  on,  “A?” 
Heard  all  about  it.  “A”  says  she  was  too  sweet 
for  anything. 

Bro.  Crook  is  at  Cranbrook  now.  Says  the 
“NS”  girls  are  the  best  ever.  Sorry  you  could  not 
stay  with  us,  "WN;M  hope  you  get  better  health 
on  the  Crew. 

Bro.  Clayton  is  now  at  “KI.”  Remember  the 
night  at  “NS,”  Ed?  I’ll  never  go  there  any 
more. 

Two  new  men  at  “DU.”  They  are  the  right 
kind. 

Bro.  Harding,  from  “BO,”  is  now  on  N.  P.  at 
Connell,  Wash.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  “R.”  Hore  to 
see  you  back  again  soon.  “R”  says  box  car  towns 
may  be  alright,  but  “none  for  me.”  Don’t  forget 
that  Xmas  present  in  the  shape  of  a glass  eye 
for  the  person  of  the  “303”  fame  at  “BO,”  “R,” 
but  be  sure  and  get  some  attachment  for  it  so  it 
will  not  get  in  the  soup  like  the  last  one. 

Some  one  better  able  than  I am  will  please  give 
us  a word  next  month.  If  this  dodges  the  Editor’s 
goat,  may  come  again. 

With  best  wishes  for  all, 

Rosy  Posy. 


Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 

Through  the  absence  of  Bro.  Lenglescn.  our 
worthy  correspondent,  it  has  become  necessary  for 
me  to  do  the  best  I can  at  a write-up  to  let  the 
boys  know  that  we  are  still  alive. 

In  the  first  place,  I would  like  to  make  a request 
of  all  members  on  this  road  that  will  help  us  very 
much  if  lived  up  to.  We  are  having  a very  hard 
time  keeping  track  of  the  boys,  and  this  m :kes  it 
very  difficult  for  us  to  separate  the  stations  where 
nons  and  members  are  located.  You  will  assist 
us  very  much  in  our  work,  and  we  have  plenty  of 
it,  if  you  will  drop  us  a line  each  time  you  are 
transferred,  and  give  us  your  post-office  address. 
I hope  that  we  will  have  no  more  trouble  in  this 
line,  and  that  every  one  will  do  his  duty  and  in- 
form us  of  all  changes. 

You  will  also  confer  a favor  upon  us  if  you  will 
advise  us  of  the  locality  of  all  nons. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  that  several  of  the  Bros, 
have  failed  to  advise  postmaster  to  forward  their 
mail  when  being  transferred,  making  it  necessary 
for  the  general  office  to  take  up  with  us  and 
bother  all  around.  Please  take  this  little  trouble, 
boys,  and  save  us  the  annoyance  of  having  to  loik 
you  up. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  Bro.  E.  E 
Livezey,  S.  & T.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  Divi-ion  91, 
stating  that  for  some  unknown  reason  the  ends 
of  all  divisions  centering  in  Chicago  seemed  to  be 
the  hardest  to  thoroughly  organize,  and  stating  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  whereby  all  divisions 
centring  in  Chicago  could  cc  -operate  in  organ  z 
ing  is  territory.  We  have  also  been  painfully 
aware  of  this  fact,  and  will  cer  ainly  give  Division 
91  all  the  help  and  encouragement  possible  in  this 
Jine. 


We  note,  with  pleasure,  that  Bro.  L.  M.  Sin  note, 
of  Shops  Yard,  is  again  at  his  old  stand  working 
days  in  the  absence  of  Bro.  Berg,  who  is  getting  in 
the  yard  reports  and  slinging  seven  A-  Ms.  at 
“FN”  office. 

Bro.  Sinnotte  has  been  having  trouble  with  his 
eyes,  making  it  necessary  for  him  to  give  up  night 
work. 

Bro.  B.  E.  Fox,  of  Frisco  Division  3a,  is  doing 
the  owl  trick  at  shops.  He  will  be  with  “xai”  very 
soon. 

If  you  boys  have  any  clocks  or  watches  to  re- 
pair, send  them  to  Bro.  F.  D.  Hardy,  at  Van 
Dyne.  We  speak  from  experience  when  we  say 
that  they  don’t  make  men  who  can  repair  a watch 
or  clock  better  than  Bro.  Hardy. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Arends,  who  has  been  doing  the  owl 
at  Spencer,  has  accepted  the  agency  at  Loyal.  Mr. 
Arends  will  soon  be  with  us,  we  understand.  Bro. 
G.  C.  Nehm  relieved  Mr.  Arends  at  Spencer. 

If  any  of  you  fellows  ever  stop  at  Marshfield, 
don’t  forget  our  old  friend,  Red.  Finest  they 
make.  Red  hot  O.  R.  T.,  you  bet! 

Mr.  A.  F.  Hahn  is  relieving  Bro.  Buchan,  of 
Theresa,  nights. 

Bro.  Buchan,  we  understand,  relieves  Bro. 
Weber,  of  Lomira.  Bro.  Weber  taking  in  the 

sights  for  a few  weeks. 

Mr.  Hahn  was  formerly  a member  of  C.  & N. 
W.  Division  76,  but  dropped  out  on  account  of 
being  off  the  road.  Will  make  good  again,  soon. 

Mr.  E.  Ruethke  is  relieving  Bro.  Case,  nights, 
at  Neenah.  We  understand  Bro.  Case  will  not 
return,  Ed.  We’ll  have  to  send  you  back  to  the 
C.  & N.  W.  if  you  don’t  make  good  pretty  soon. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Bro.  Davis,  of 
Neenah,  a few  days  ago.  Bro.  D says  the  family 
has  been  gone  several  weeks,  and  there  are  no 
attractions  at  home  now.  We  don’t  blame  yon. 
”D.” 

The  day  position  at  Waupaca  is  now  open.  Can 
it  be  that  Bro.  King  has  left  us?.  Hope  not. 
Brother. 

Bro.  Hines,  of  Oshkosh,  freight,  still  wears  that 
broad  smile.  When  are  you  going  to  St.  L.,  Bill? 

Bro.  Soderstrom,  of  Medford,  is  doing  relief 
agent  work  at  Mellen  at  present,  but  says  he  ex- 
pects to  return  to  Mellen  soon.  What’s  on  at 
Mellen,  Brother? 

Mr.  Greenwood  is  relieving  Bro.  Corrielli,  of 
Bessemer,  for  a few  days.  Wonder  if  it’s  the  big 
fair  or  the  women? 

Bro.  A.  J.  Bielfuss,  of  Withee,  has  at  last 
doubled.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Bro. 
Bielfuss  on  his  wedding  trip,  and  extend  to  him 
the  congratulations  of  Division  xai.  We  all  stall 
sooner  or  later,  Brother,  and  it’s  always  beat  to 
have  a helper  if  you  can  get  one. 

We  have  been  having  a great  deal  of  trouble  in 
getting  replies  to  letters  sent  out  to  the  boys 
Now,  boys,  we  know  you  are  very  busy,  but  1 
wish  you  would  please  make  every  effort  to 
answer  this  correspondence,  as  this  is  very  im- 
portant I am  sure  you  do  not  thinkingly  neglect 
this,  but  it  slips  by  day  after  day  until  you  put  it 
aside  altogether. 
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The  next  issue  will  have  report  of  our  meeting 
at  Marshfield.  We  are  looking  for  a great  suocess. 

Our  worthy  Bro.  Lengksen,  G.  S.  & T.,  is  tak- 
ing in  the  sights  at  St  Louis  and  through  southern 
Illinois  at  present  That's  what  we  will  do  when 
we  get  a dose  off  the  railroad.  Have  a good  time 
while  you  are  off,  Hoi.  We've  got  a dose  laid 
up  for  you  when  you  come  back. 

Now,  boys,  if  any  of  you  have  been  slighted,  I 
hope  you  will  overlook  it  this  time,  as  I know 
Hoi.  will  make  it  up  when  he  gets  back.  Keep 
your  spirits  up  for  he  surely  will  be  back  soon. 

Fraternally  and  truly  yours, 

A.  L.  Alderman, 

General  Chairman. 


Bro.  Woodall  is  taking  a short  vacation,  Mr. 
Bebee  relieving  him. 

Mr.  Gon9er,  the  old-timer  from  the  Traverse 
City  ticket  office,  is  now  signing  his  name  to  the 
Charlevoix  balance  sheet.  Good  for  you,  “CN,” 
you  deserve  it.  Now,  when  you  get  an  O.  R.  T. 
card  you  will  possess  all  a happy  man  could  ex- 
pect in  this  world,  except  an  increase  in  your  sal- 
ary, which  I hope  you  will  get.  Understand  “K,” 
at  “AZ,"  is  going  to  the  Pennsylvania  Co.  to  work. 
Better  position  an  dmore  pay.  Wondrr  if  he  is 
going  alone  and  send  for  the  girl 1 Je*  what 
good  wages  does.  Takes  all  i**»r  go  I men.  S-rry 
to  lose  you,  "K,”  and  the  girl, 

Hobo. 


Pere  Marquette  8yetem. 

While  switching  at  the  stone  quarry  last  month 
I was  kicked  in  on  a stub  siding  and  run  off  the 
end  of  the  track,  so  I did  not  get  my  article  in 
the  September  Telegrapher.  Perhaps  it  would 
have  been  just  as  well  if  I had  been  left  there,  but 
through  *the  kindness  of  a brakeman,  who  wore  a 
union  label  on  his  overalls.  I was  put  on  the 
right  track  again,  and  I hope  for  no  more  such 
accidents. 

September  Telegrapher  was  almost  forgotten, 
as  far  as  our  correspondents  were  concerned,  and 
the  Brother  from  the  Chicago  Division  who  wrote 
the  lone  article  should  have  a medal,  for  if  it  was 
not  for  him  we  would  have  been  isolated  in  the 
news  column.  We  should  surely  do  better  than 
this,  and  we  can. 

I have  heard  some  conversations  on  the  wire, 
between  Brothers,  expressing  their  views,  that 
would  do  credit  to  The  Telegrapher  if  written 
and  sent  in.  Try  it.  Brothers.  We  must  wake  up 
to  the  fact  that  drones  will  never  accomplish  any- 
thing, and  that  we  as  a division  can  not  undertake 
the  task  of  advancing  our  conditions  until  every 
one  is  alive  and  realizes  that  it  requires  each  one 
of  us  to  perform  a certain  amount  of  labor  to 
obtain  satisfactory  results.- 

Our  present  minimum  should  be  increased.  It 
should  be  on  an  equal  basis  with  other  roads  in 
our  immediate  vicinity.  A system  like  the  Pere 
Marquette  is  able  to  pay  their  telegraphers  as 
much  as  other  Michigan  roads  pay  this  class  of 
labor,  and  they  will  do  it  when  convinced  that  it 
is  the  entire  voice  of  their  army  of  telegraphers 
making  this  demand. 

There  is  no  question,  but  what  we  look  at  our 
own  personal  grievances  in  too  much  of  a selfish 
way,  and  do  not  consider  that  the  broader  we  make 
our  field  of  labor,  and  the  more  we  strive  to  better 
our  interests  in  general,  the  more  benefits  we  may 
expect  to  receive  when  the  proper  time  arrives. 
These  results  will  only  be  attained  by  getting  your 
neighbor  in  the  Order,  and  thereby  securing  his 
interest  identically  with  yours.  Wake  upl  We 
have  a number  of  good  neighbors  that  are  not  with 
us,  and  are  only  waiting  to  be  asked.  What  you 
do  or  say  to-day  may  not  bear  fruit  immediately, 
but  if  presented  in  the  right  manner,  will  leave 
an  impression  that  will  win  in  time. 


In  Memoriam — 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father, 
in  His  infinite  love  and  wisdom,  to  remove  from 
our  midst  our  beloved  Brother,  Robert  D.  McKay, 
therefore  be  it — 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Pere  Marquette 
Division  No.  39,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers, 
that  in  his  death  the  Order  loses  a true  and 
worthy  member,  his  employers  a faithful  and  tal- 
ented servant,  his  parents  a kind  and  loving  son, 
and  his  brothers  and  sisters  a generous  and 
thoughtful  brother;  and  be  it  further — 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  hour  of  afflic- 
tion, commending  them  with  respectful  reverence 
to  the  comfort  and  solace  of  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  wisely;  and  be  it  further — 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  division,  a copy 
sent  to  The  Telegrapher  for  publication,  a copy 
to  the  bereaved  family,  and  that  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  a period  of  thirty  days. 

Edw.  F.  Howe, 

J.  O.  Ellison, 

L.  C.  Rice, 

Committee. 


Michigan  Central  Ry. 

East  Division,  Main  Line — 

Well,  well,  boys!  What  is  the  matter  with  you. 
anyway?  Why  can  not  we  be  represented  in  ou- 
noble  journal  every  month?  We  can  if  we  will 
only  try  and  let  each  one  of  us  put  our  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  do  our  best  to  have  the  old 
Michigan  represented. 

Here  we  have  been  organized  with  a good  per- 
centage for  over  a year,  and  have  a first- class 
schedule  for  a first  attempt,  and,  to  be  honest 
about  it,  hardly  a word  has  been  spoken  to  our 
Brothers  throughout  the  country  to  let  them 
know  what  we  are  doing.  Of  course,  the  schedule 
is  far  from  being  perfect  in  many  ways,  but,  then, 
we  are  recognized,  and  our  conditions  are  better 
than  they  ever  were  before  we  were  granted  our 
rights.  There  are  many  chances  for  improvement, 
and  I am  sure  that  a decided  improvement  will 
be  made  when  our  committee  goes  before  the  offi- 
cials again.  One  thing  certain  to  contend  for  is 
the  matter  of  overtime  for  night  men  who  grind 
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away  twelve  hours  every  Sunday  night  in  the  year 
while  the  day  men  are  excused  every  Sunday  as 
soon  as  No.  36  has  gone,  except  in  cases  of  wrecks 
or  bad  weather.  Now,  boys,  don’t  go  to  kicking 
and  bemoaning  our  fate,  but  take  matters  coolly, 
and  always  have  the  card,  and  stand  by  the  Order 
that  has  bettered  our  conditions,  and  you  will  never 
regret  it.  Always  keep  posted  on  the  affairs  of 
the  Order  through  The  Telegrapher  and  the  vari- 
ous circulars,  and  you  will  never  have  occasion  to 
regret  it  one  iota. 

Another  matter  that  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  is 
to  always  remember  the  Santa  Fe  and  the  Katy 
systems  when  routing  freight  or  passengers.  And, 
further,  let  us  show  the  Brothers  up  and  down  the 
line  that  we  are  loyal,  and  send  our  remittances 
promptly  to  Bro.  Perham  to  help  the  Katy  Bros, 
win  their  fight  for  their  God-given  rights.  They 
are  up  against  it,  boys,  and  it  is  a case  of  must 
win,  so  pay-day  let  each  and  every  one  of  us  do 
our  duty  and  answer  the  summons. 

There  are  a few  on  the  line  that  still  have  the 
wool  over  their  eyes,  and  it  is  a shame  that  they 
don’t  see  their  folly,  but,  of  course,  when  it  comes 
to  sending  in  overtime  slips  for  special  calls  or 
Sunday  work,  or  signing  the  pay-roll  for  that  in- 
crease which  we  Brothers  of  the  true  blue  won  for 
them,  they  never  think  of  the  cause  for  it,  but 
pocket  the  cash  and  keep  their  mouths  shut,  and 
then  if  one  of  us  ask  them  like  a gentleman  to 
assume  their  share  of  the  burden,  they  are  too 
poor,  and  cannot  afford  the  price,  which  is  too 
high.  Now,  really,  such  fellows  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  themselves,  but  I suppose  they  have 
lost  all  sense  of  honor,  and  don’t  ever  think  of  it. 

I am  going  to  cut  out,  and  if  this  escapes  the 
critical  eye  of  Bro.  Quick  I will  come  again.  If 
I have  given  a wrong  write-up  for  any  of  you,  I 
ask  your  pardon,  for  I meant  to  give  every  man 
his  proper  credit.  Who  is  the  next  one  to  speak? 
Let  us  hear  from  some  one  else  next  month. 

Cert.  242. 


Burlington  Route. 

Centerville  Division — 

Many  telegraphers  will  be  glad  and,  perhaps 
surprised,  to  see  this  division  of  the  “Q”  repre- 
sented in  our  journal.  This  division  comprises  the 
old  K.  & W.  and  C.  B.  & K.  C.  railways.  Nearly 
500  miles  of  track,  and  numerous  telegraph  and 
station  jobs.  Also  known  as  the  great  ham  factory 
of  the  middle  States.  Telegraphers  who  received 
their  first  railroad  bliss  along  these  roads  are  scat- 
tered far  and  wide,  who  will  look  at  this  several 
times  before  they  can  realize  such  a vast  change; 
over  90  per  cent  O.  R.  T.,  virtually  solid,  with 
three  candidates  on  ticket  for  local  chairmanship, 
and  two  withdrawing,  shows  that  things  are  lively 
and  interesting. 

Train  service  is  such  that  the  boys  cannot  meet 
in  lodge  form,  but  whenever  two  or  more  come 
together  anywhere,  which  is  quite  frequent,  there 
is  a good  Order  meeting.  They  are  as  level- 
headed and  energetic  class  of  fellows  as  you 


would  care  to  meet,  well  satisfied  with  what  the 
O.  R.  T.  has  done  for  them,  and  working  hard 
so  as  to  put  it  in  a position  to  do  more  in  near 
future,  never  losing  sight  of  the  company’s  inter- 
est. 

While  there  have  been  a great  many  changes, 
there  remains  lots  of  the  good  old  souls  of  the 
last  century,  some  being  at  their  station  twenty  to 
thirty  years.  They  do  not  need  any  encourage- 
ment, as  they  are  self -encouraging.  Brothers,  see 
that  you  get  your  overtime  slips  in  and  back.  You 
are  entitled  to  it,  and  it’s  your  own  fault  if  you 
do  not  get  it  L.  C. 


Galesburg  Division — 

I,  like  a great  many  other  Brothers  of  this 
division,  am  a little  timid  in  writing  for  the  jour- 
nal, but  as  it  is  the  medium  through  which  each 
and  every  one  of  us  can  express  our  thoughts, 
even  though  we  may  not  be  adapted  to  this  line  of 
business  as  well  as  others,  I think  we  should  do 
our  part  in  making  our  division  show  up  in  the 
journal  each  month  as  much  as  possible,  and  this 
being  my  first  appearance,  I hope  you  will  all  tear 
with  me  and  remember  I am  working  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  Order,  and  not  the  brilliancy  of  a fine 
speech. 

I see  no  one  from  this  division  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  either  August  or  September  journat 
Boys,  let  us  do  our  part,  and  trust  Providence  to 
do  the  rest,  although  1 am  satisfied  each  member  is 
doing  his  part  in  getting  new  members,  but  let  us 
help  keep  up  the  journal. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  much  talked  of  $75  min- 
imum, I,  for  one,  am  not  in  favor  of  this  at  all, 
for,  in  the  first  place,  where  would  there  be  any- 
thing fair  in  this  Take,  for  instance,  an  agent 
working  at  a small  station  that  only  paid  the  com- 
pany about  $1,000  per  month,  and  him  loafing  most 
of  the  time.  Would  he  be  worth  as  much  as  one 
at  a much  larger  place  working  his  head  off  from 
7 a.  m.  till  7 p.  m,  year  in  and  year  out?  I should 
say  not.  Then  what  is  the  use  arguing  the  $75 
question?  I say  it  won’t  do.  I don’t  believe  the 
company  would  grant  it,  anyway.  How  would  we 
feel  to  send  a committee  to  ask  for  it,  then  be 
turned  down  the  first  thing?  A little  down- 
hearted, wouldn’t  we? 

I favor  the  suggestion  made  of  asking  a 20  per 
cent  raise  all  over  the  division.  Let  us  commence 
easy  at  first,  and  show  the  nons  what  we  can  do, 
then  you  will  see  them  all  coming  our  way. 

Of  course,  I will  admit  this  division  is  very 
strong  O.  R.  T.,  but  it  is  not  solid  yet  by  any 
means,  and  it  will  not  do  to  ask  too  much  at 
first,  for  I am  sorry  to  say  we  have  a few  men 
that  would  scab  on  us  first  thing.  These  are  ray 
own  ideas,  but  I believe  a great  many  of  the  boys 
will  bear  me  out  in  it 

We  have  succeeded  to  a great  extent  in  stop- 
ping the  student  business,  for  nearly  all  the  men 
that  arc  not  in  with  us  are  in  sympathy  with  us, 
although  we  still  have  a few  anti-order  pets  that 
are  working  for  a pull  which  they  will  never  get 
till  they  get  out  and  show  their  colors. 
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Success  to  the  M.  K.  & T.  boys.  Glad  to  hear 
they  are  winning  out.  We  are  doing  our  part  in 
regard  to  routing  passengers  and  freight  for  them. 

Cert.  728. 


Lehigh  Valley  Ry. 

P.  and  N.  Y.  Notes — 

Lehigh  Valley  System,  Division  No.  141.  How 
does  that  title  hit  you?  Sounds  as  though  we  were 
bound  to  be  recognized,  and  we  surely  are.  The 
local  chairmen  are  being  balloted  for,  and  the  re- 
sult will  be  announced  before  this  number  of  The 
Telegrapher  reaches  you.  What  we  need  now  U 
the  co-operation  of  every  man  on  the  system,  and 
it  will  not  be  many  months  until  we  will  be  en- 
joying the  benefits  of  a schedule.  We  surely  do 
not  wish  it  said  that  we  did  not  have  backbone 
enough  to  do  the  work  necessary  to  procure  a 
schedule.  The  L.  V.  is  classed  as  one  of  the  best 
systems  of  railway  in  the  United  States.  Why 
should  not  the  telegraphers  employed  have  one  of 
the  best  schedules?  We  will  have.  The  very 
best  men  on  the  system  have  been  elected  as  local 
chairmen.  These  men  you  know  compose  the  Gen- 
eral Committee,  consequently  they  will  do  the  very 
best  for  you  in  the  way  of  a schedule.  Give  them 
your  support. 

We  were  very  glad  to  see  a write-up  in  the 
October  Telegrapher  from  Auburn  and  E.  C.  & 
N.  branches.  That’s  right,  boys,  come  out  and 
show  yourselves.  You  may  have  thought  because 
you  were  on  the  branches  we  took  no  interest  in 
you.  That  is  not  so.  We  are  always  ready  to 
help  in  any  way  we  can.  It  is  only  by  working 
together  that  we  will  accomplish  anything.  Mat- 
ters will  move  along  better  for  you,  now  that  you 
have  a local  chairman  of  your  own. 

The  meeting  of  Division  67  was  held,  same  time 
and  place.  A very  interesting  session  is  reported. 
A number  of  candidates  up  for  admission.  Please 
do  not  forget  that  the  local  division  will  hold 
meetings  as  usual  until  the  system  division  is  duly 
installed.  Yqu  will  receive  notice  when  you  are 
transferred  to  the  system  division. 

Don't  forget  the  non-member  working  next  to 
you.  If  every  member  would  get  the  non  work- 
ing next  to  him,  how  many  nons  would  there  be 
on  the  system  January  1,  1905?  Just  try  it.  Take 
a little  of  Bro.  T.  M.  Pierson's  advice,  "Get  down 
to  business  and  do  less  hollering.  Acorns  don’t 
grow  to  oak  trees  in  a day.”  If  we  had  not  been 
asleep  for  the  last  thirty  years  we  would  be  enjoy- 
ing as  many  or  more  benefits  from  our  organizatios 
as  the  engincmen  and  trainmen.  It  takes  time  and 
money  to  perfect  an  organization. 

You  realize  we  will  soon  have  a General  Com- 
mittee to  support  They  cannot  exist  and  do  busi- 


ness on  "hot  air.”  Will  you  support  them  with 
the  collateral?  We  trust  you  will. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Kelliher  working  in  dispatcher’s  office 
at  Sayre  for  couple  months  during  the  absence  of 
"Old  Dave,”  third  trick  man  on  the  west  end 
Tappan  working  the  sheet,  and  "AR”  doing  the 
copying  and  tonnage  biz.  Bro.  R.  N.  Horning 
working  "Andy’s”  place  in  message  room,  "SA.” 

Bro.  E.  F.  Barrowcliff  has  accepted  the  position 
as  day  telegrapher  at  Meshoppen,  made  vacant  by 
the  removal  of  Bro.  Bostwick  to  Sayre.  Bro.  J. 
B.  Furman  doing  the  "owl”  act  at  Tunkhannock. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Parrish  resigned  position  as  agent  at 
Romulus,  October  1.  We  did  not  learn  where  he 
heads  for,  but  understand  .has  something  better  in 
view.  We  are  all  sorry  to  have  you  leave  us,  "P,” 
and  wish  you  luck,  and  a job  better  than  15  hours 
daily,  with  5 tons  of  rural  free  delivery  without  a 
helper. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Seeley,  former  relief  agent  on  this 
division,  but  for  past  year  with  Western  Union 
people  at  Buffalo,  is  working  Romulus  at  present. 
Glad  to  see  you  back  in  our  midst,  "Hobo.”  Bet- 
ter get  in  the  game  and  turn  in  that  application. 

Bro.  H.  V.  Maybee,  working  nights  at  Weldon. 
Bro.  Harrison  taking  the  day  trick  at  Falling 
Spring  in  place  of  Mr.  Erway,  transferred  to  the 
extra  list  on  this  division.  "AY,”  you  had  better 
get  back  in  out  of  the  cold.  You  know  we  have 
pretty  rough  winters  up  in  New  York  State. 

Bro.  M.  W.  Coleman,  of  Sayre  relay  office, 
took  two  weeks’  vacation  during  month.  Took  his 
family  for  a visit  to  the  old  home  down  in  the 
mountains  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bro.  F.  S.  French,  agent  at  Vosburg,  has  been 
compelled  to  go  about  on  crutches  past  few  weeks, 
account  breaking  one  of  the  small  bones  of  his 
foot.  You  have  the  sympathy  of  the  boys,  Frank. 
All  hope  to  soon  see  you  as  good  as  ever. 

Bro.  Earl  J.  Mann  has  just  returned  from  the 
happiest  vacation  he  ever  spent.  Can  you  guess 
why?  We  all  smoke,  Earl. 

Bro.  L.  H.  Shumway,  days  at  Carney,  has  been 
on  sick  list  for  few  days.  Div.  Cor. 


Pennsylvania  Lines  West  of  Pittsburg. 

Notice — 

Please  help  organization  of  Division  36  by  for- 
warding correct  names  and  addresses  of  all  non- 
members  on  Pennsylvania  lines  west  of  Pittsburg 
at  earliest  possible  convenience. 

Yours  fraternally, 

J.  S.  Gant, 

G.  S.  & T. 

723  West  Jefferson  St.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind, 
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CRAND  DIVISION 


NOTICE. 

H.  E.  Darley,  Cert.  8688,  in  the  Grand  Division,  has  been  expelled  from 
the  Order  by  Division  No.  132  for  conduct  unbecoming  a member. 

J.  J.  Ryan,  Cert.  206,  Division  No.  30,  was  expelled  from  the  Order  for 
conduct  unbecoming  a member. 

S.  H.  Ferguson,  Cert.  1424,  Division  31,  was  expelled  from  the  Order 
for  conduct  unbecoming  a member. 

M.  R.  Leathers,  Cert.  543,  Division  No.  2,  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  by  Division  No.  2 for  scabbing. 

D.  S.  Luthy,  Cert.  545,  Division  No.  2,  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  by  Division  No.  2 for  scabbing. 

E.  Kempf,  Cert.  541,  Division  No.  2,  has  been  expelled  from  the  Order 
by  Division  No.  2 for  scabbing. 

W.  S.  Athey,  Cert.  9198,  in  the  Grand  Division,  has  been  expelled  from 
the  Order  by  Division  No.  2 for  scabbing. 

E.  A.  Kintz,  Cert.  1575,  Division  No.  2,  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  by  Division  No.  2 for  scabbing. 

W.  Mangram,  Cert.  6434,  in  Grand  Division,  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  by  Division  No.  2 for  scabbing. 

MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT. 

AssttSMit  No.  68  Is  ill  oi  NOVEMBER  1, 1904.  Tlno  for  payaoot  expires  DECEMBER  31, 1904. 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 20  cents  each. 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 30  cents  each. 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 60  cents  each. 

BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  OCTOBER,  1904. 

Claim.  Cert, 

No.  Name.  Cause.  Div.  No.  Series.  Amt. 

278  . . Roy  O.  Gallaway  ....  Suicide  . . . 88  . . 10,843  . . B . . $500 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  September  30,  1904  ....  $268,145  69 
Received  on  Assessment  Account,  October,  1904  4,312  04 

DISBURSEMENTS.  $272,457  73 

Death  Claims  paid  to  September  30,  1904  $155,000  00 

Death  Claims  paid  in  October 500  00 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 467  40 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 72  75 

Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  October  31,  1904  ....  116,417  58 

$272,457  73 

L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 
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OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY. 

General  Offices,  St  Louis,  Mo. 


H.  B.  PERHAM 
J.  A.  NEWMAN. 


GRAND  OFFICERS. 

President.  L.  W.  QUICK. ..  .Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

St  Louis,  Mo.  St  Louis,  Mo. 

First  Vice-President.  T.  M.  PIERSON Second  Vice-President. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

D.  CAMPBELL Third  Vice-President. 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  Col.  C.  E.  Layman,  Troutville,  Va. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretary),  care  Jefferson  st  depot,  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

Portland,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  1702  North  52d  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

ADVERTISING. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  be  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION. — Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
H.  B.  Pcrbam,  President,  St  Louis,  Mo.;  L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  St 
' Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  F.  E.  Lye,  Gen’l  Sec’y,  Breslau,  Ont; 
D.  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  769  King  st., 
London,  Ont 

NO.  2,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Sat- 
urdays each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  8th  floor  Bur- 
lington Building,  810  Olive  st,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
L.  W.  Quick,  Chief  Telegrapher,  7th  floor  Star 
Building,  St  Louis,  Mo.;  A.  Grunz,  S.  & T., 
Breese,  I1L 

NO.  3,  HARRISBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  in  Mauk’s  Hall,  corner  6th  and  Kel- 
ler sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some  point  on 
Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thursday  evening 
each  month,  7 p.  m.  E.  L.  Zimmerman,  Chief 
Tel.,  55  N.  17th  st.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  B.  H. 
Saltzman,  S.  & T.,  55  N.  17th  st.,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

NO.  4.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st  Sat- 
ttrday  at  8 p.  m.,  fourth  floor,  rear  room  1415 
Locust  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Wilson  G.  Bucher, 
Chief  Tel.,  522S  Harlan  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
W.  C.  Frazier,  S.  & T.,  5529  Thompson  st, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5. — Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  South- 
ern Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  H.  L.  Carter,  Gen’l  Chairman,  2404 
Guinotte  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H.  Williams, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. D.  C.  Leach,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Junction 
City,  Kan.;  A.  B Haines,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Room 
39,  Union  Depot,  Denver,  Col. 

NO.  7.— Division  covers  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  H.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68  Mel- 
bourne av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont;  P.  D. 
Hamel,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T,  Blue  Bonnets,  P.  Q. 

NO.  8,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  at  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  8:30  p.  m.,  in 
Fireman’s  Hall,  198  Seneca  st.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Thos.  J.  McDonnell,  Chief  Tel.,  183  Columbia 
av.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  O.  A.  Siehl,  S.  & T.,  304 
Falconer  st.  North  Tona wanda,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9.  NORTH  VERNON,  IND.— Meets  3d  Sat- 
urday of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  & L of 
H.  Hall,  Fifth  st,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  W.  B. 
Dobbins,  Chief  Tel.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  J.  E. 
Hudson,  S.  & T.,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Holmes  Hall, 
96  Montgomery  st.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  W.  F. 
Gaffeney,  Chief  Tel.,  223  Warren  st.,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.;  J.  H.  Kelling,  S.  & T.,  23a  6th  st, 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

NO.  11,  OLD  TOWN,  ME.— Meets  4th  Satur- 
day each  month  at  Mechanics’  Hall,  94  Main  st., 
7:30  p.  ra.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates,  Chief 
Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A.  Brackett,  S.  & T., 
32  Coombe  st.,  Bangor,  Me. 

NO.  12,  BELPRE,  OHIO. — Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month  at  B.  of  L.  F.  Hall,  Chilli- 
cothe.  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel.,  79a  E. 
Main  st.,  Chillicothe,  O. ; John  F.  Evans,  S.  & 
T.,  603  E.  2d  st,  Chillicothe,  O. 
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NO.  13. — Division  covers  Central  Vermont  Ry. 
System.  A.  H.  Mansfield,  Gen.  Chairman,  6 
Brown  av.,  St.  Albans,  Vt.;  R.  E.  Southgate, 
Gen.  S.  & T.,  Box  233,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

NO.  14. — Division  covers  the  Norfolk  & Western 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chair- 
man. C.  E.  Layman,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Trout- 
ville,  Va.;  T.  H.  Lankford,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  P.  O. 
Box  11,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15,  OTTAWA,  ONT.— Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexandria, 
Ont.;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  & T.,  Maxville,  Ont 
Jos.  Corbett,  Legislative  Representative,  208 
Daly  av.,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  V.  J.  Mongeau,  Local 
Organizer,  Scotia,  Ont  Supplementary  meet- 
ings held  Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each  month. 

NO  16. — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
J.  C.  Culkins,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Albion,  Mich.; 
J.  H.  Staley,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Falls  View,  Ont 

NO.  17,  BALTIMORE,  MD.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Shacnberger,  Chief  Tel.,  1617  Patterson  av., 
Baltimore,  Md.;  Daniel  L.  Roller,  S.  & T.,  1622 
Holbrook  st,  Baltimore,  Md. 

NO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
& St.  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut,  Ohio;  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  69  Yonkers  st.,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  19,  FORT  WORTH,  TEX.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Monday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  R.  M.  Purcell, 
Chief  Tel.,  309  E.  15th  st,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.; 
B.  H.  Green,  S.  & T.,  315  E.  Weatherford  st., 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

NO.  20,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  and  last 
Thursday  at  9:30  a.  m.,  at  Select  Knights’  Hall, 
22  Webster  st,  Nortth  Tona wanda,  N.  Y. ; 
Joseph  Mann,  Chief  Tel.,  90  Sweeney  st.,  Tona- 
wanda,  N.  Y.;  J.  Loft  us,  S.  & T.,  Akron,  N.  Y. 

NO.  21. — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil- 
ton & Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  John  G.  Wenk,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  448  S.  4th  st.,  Hamilton,  O.;  A.  C. 
Bushwaw,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  438  S.  Cincinnati  st, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

NO.  22. — Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  G.  W.  Wooley,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Temple,  Tex.;  Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T.;  R.  J.  Clark,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  3317  Lucas  ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  23. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  O.  W.  Renshaw,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
2 West  14th  st.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  E.  A. 
Bradley,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Webster,  So.  Dak. 


NO.  24.  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.— Meets  1st  Tues- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hall,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  N.  F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 
Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponsler,  S.  & T.,  935  Erie  av.,  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

NO.  25. — Division  covers  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Troupe,  Tex.;  C.  W.  Runge,  Gen’l  S.  & 
T.,  Overton,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Monday 
at  8 p.  m.  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  and  8 p. 
m.  of  each  month,  at  142  W.  125th  st.  New 
York.  M.  G.  Wooley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th  st  and 
8th  av.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry.;  A.  L. 
McBain,  S.  & T.,  271  W.  126th  st.,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

NO.  27,  WATERTOWN,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Tues- 
day each  month,  at  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbia  Hall,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
F.  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Tel.,  18  Lansing  st.,  Wa- 
tertown, N.  Y.;  H.  F.  North,  S.  & T.,  39  Or- 
chard st.,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  M.  T.  Fenelon,  General  Chair- 
man, Barroteran,  Coah.,  Mex. ; Fausto  Trevino, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jaral,  Coah.,  Mex. 

NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  1st  Fri- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
E.  J.  Manion,  Chief  Tel.,  537  Howard  av..  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack,  S.  & T.,  93 
Main  st.,  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall,  n.  w.  cor.  13th 
and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Joseph  G. 
Madden,  Chief  Tel.,  6138  Vine  st.  West  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.;  J.  A.  Quinn,  S.  & T.,  5531 
Thompson  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  Gen’l  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Holman, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  av.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St  Louis  & San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Lamar,  Mo.;  C.  G.  Kelso,  Acting  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Lamar,  Mo. 

NO.  33. — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Vanatta,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
i6J4  W.  Main  st.,  Newark,  Ohio.;  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  814  W.  9th  st,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

NO.  34,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Thurs- 
day at  9 a.  m.  and  4th  Thursday  at  8 p.  m., 
Schlitzer  Hall,  137  Clinton  av.,  north,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.;  S.  J.  Egleston,  Chief  Tel.,  Church- 
ville,  N.  Y.;  Fred.  B.  Huff,  S.  & T.,  16  O’Neil 
st.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day  of  each  month  in  Elks’  Hall,  over  Keith’s 
Theatre,  Westminster  st.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Geo.  E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st, 
Auburn,  R.  I.;  Robt.  A.  B^own,  S.  & T.,  276 
Clarendon  st.,  Auburn,  R.  I. 

NO.  36. — Division  covers  the  Pennsylvania  Lines 
west  of  Pittsburg.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
chairman.  J.  L.  Gant,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  723  W. 
Jefferson  st.,  Ft  Wayne,  Ind. 

NO.  37.  NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Fri- 
day  evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m.,  Bank’s 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  A. 
C.  Langdon,  Chief  Tel.,  11  Morris  st.,  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.;  Jos.  A.  Hannon,  Acting  S. 
& T.,  Rye,  N.  Y. 

NO.  38,  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— Meets  third 
Saturday  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  33  Lyman  st, 
Springfield,  Mass.  Geo.  P.  Alrutz,  Chief  Tel., 
68  Church  st.,  Hartford,  Conn.;  L.  H.  Pen- 
noyer,  S.  & T.,  53  Wilbraham  ave.,  Springfield, 
Mass. 

NO.  39. — Division  covers  the  Pere  Marquette  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. A.  A.  Watson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brighton, 
Mich.;  C.  A.  Rader,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Naples, 
Mich. 

NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clinton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va.;  4th  Wednesday  at  Smith- 
deal  Hall,  Richmond,  Va.,  4th  Saturday  night 
in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  E.  L.  Strat- 
ton, Gen’l  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va.;  G.  P. 
Grogan,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ironton,  O. 

NO.  41,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
at  9:30  a.  m.,  4th  Saturday  at  7:30  p.  m.,  148 
North  Salina  st,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  F.  Philp, 
Chief  Tel.,  645  W.  Thomas  st.,  Rome,  N.  Y. ; 
J.  B.  Steele,  S.  & T.,  231  Elliott  st.,  Syracuse 
N.  Y. 

NO.  42. — Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  Gen’l  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  st, 
Marion,  O.;  W.  L.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  T.  Peebles,  Gen’l  Chairman,  315  Ken- 
nedy st,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Jas.  Ferguson,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  care  C.  N.  Ry.,  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 


NO.  47.  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  1.— Meets 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  B.  I. 
S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  D.  Mont- 
gomery, Chief  Tel.,  Alberton,  P.  E.  I.;  W.  H, 
Slackford,  S.  & T.,  Royalty  Junction,  P.  E.  I. 

NO.  48.— Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. C.  E.  Sayre,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jack- 
son,  Ohio. 

NO.  49. — Division  covers  the  Denver  & Rio 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  Gcn’l  Chairman, 
Saldda,  Col.;  E.  L.  Stovall,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  50,  PORTLAND,  ORE. — Meets  on  3d  Mon- 
day of  each  month  at  9 p.  m.,  at  Portland,  Ore. 
A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  & T.,  care  Jefferson  st.  depot, 
Portland,  Ore. 

NO.  51.— Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  3d 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  13;  at  Butler, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  Trues- 
dell,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O.;  I.  J.  Kiser, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52,  PITTSBURG,  PA. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m..  at  1119  Penn 
av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  D.  M.  Young,  Chief  Tel., 
Oakmont,  Pa.;  H.  T.  McGuire,  Sec’y,  207  S. 
Highland  av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  J.  H.  Green, 
Treas.,  Pitcairn,  Pa. 

NO.  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  Pacific 

Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  E.  Davidson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal.;  D.  W.  Koppikus, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. 

NO.  54. — Division  covers  the  Northern  Pacific 

Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  A.  Brown,  Gen’l  Chairman,  0628  Monro 
st.,  Spokane,  Wash.;  E.  W.  Newman,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  708  8th  ave.,  Helena,  Mont. 

NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling,  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. J.  B.  Witherspoon,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Wil- 
liston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jew- 
ett, Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor,  Ass’t  Sec’y,  Massil- 
lon, Ohio. 


NO.  44,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22-24 
Harriman  av.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.;  E.  P.  Newcomb, 
Chief  Tel.,  993  Decatur  st.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 
O.  A.  Hudson,  S.  & T.,  Corona,  N.  Y. 

NO.  45.  WOODSVILLE,  N.  H.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
Woodsville,  N.  H.  W.  J.  Yeaton,  Chief  Tel., 
Woodsville,  N.  H.;  John  M.  Guare,  S.  & T., 
Littleton,  N.  H. 


NO.  56,  WACO,  TEX. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  B.  F.  Shrimpton, 
Chief  Tel.,  Mexia,  Tex.;  E.  E.  Ely,  S.  & T., 
Box  72,  Cameron,  Tex. 

NO.  57.— Division  covers  the  Houston  & Texas 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
419  S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C.  Mor- 
gan, Gen’l  S.  & T.,  1808  Edwards  st.,  Houston, 
Tex. 
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NO.  58.  WILMINGTON,  DEL — Meet*  3d  Tuc»- 
day  evening,  3d  floor,  Western  Union  Building, 
Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del.  P. 
Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  800  Walnut  st,  Wil- 
mington, Del.;  W.  J.  Holton.  S.  & T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 

NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Meets  3d  Thurs- 
day  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  hall,  719  6th 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L.  Simcox, 
Chief  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  515  3d  st.  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

NO.  61,  CAMPBELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th 

_ Tuesday  evening  of  each  month  in  Engineers’ 
Hall,  Campbell  ton,  N.  H.  W.  P.  Hutchinson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Campbellton,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan, 
S.  & T.,  Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B. — Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st.,  Moncton,  N.  B.  P.  W.  D.  Campbell, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  I.  C.  R.  depot,  St  Johns,  N. 
B.;  Clarence  O.  Davison,  Sec’y  and  Treas., 
Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE.— Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  1 p.  m.,  at  Victoria  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  O.  tsouchard,  Chief  Tel.,  Montmagny, 
Que. ; Thomas  Samson,  S.  & T.,  Chaudiere  Jet, 
Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  65,  ROCHESTER,  N.  H.— Meets  at  8 p.  m. 
second  Saturday  each  month  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
Rochester,  N.  H.  J.  D.  Hussey,  Chief  Tel., 
P.  O.  Box  43,  Rochester,  N.  H.;  G.  F.  Berry, 

S.  & T.,  24  Portland  st,  Rochester,  N.  H. 

NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S.— Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  Inglis  st,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower 
Stewiacke,  N.  S.;  Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  ft  T., 
Spring  Hill  Jet,  N.  S. 

NO.  67,  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  O.  U.  A.  M. 
Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
Peter  J.  Rowan,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’  Mills,  Pa.; 
D.  Oliver  Reigel,  S.  ft  T.,  643  N.  Main  st, 
Pittston,  Pa. 

NO.  69,  OGDEN,  UTAH. — Meets  2d  Wednesday 
in  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  Johnson’s  Hall, 
Ogden,  Utah.  E.  G.  Burdick,  Chief  Tel.,  570 
25th  st.,  Ogden,  Utah;  C.  N.  Custead,  S.  & T., 
2061  Madison  st.,  Ogden,  Utah. 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
B.  A.  Halstead,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Avon,  Minn.; 
F.  A.  Sherman,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman,  Index, 
Wash.;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Teton, 
Mont 

NO.  71.  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m.,  in  Clingman 
Hall,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  Harvey  W.  Warren, 
Chief  Tel.,  Hedrick,  Iowa;  F.  H.  McCarl,  S.  ft 

T. ,  Box  59,  Gilman,  Iowa. 


NO.  72,  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. — Meets  4th  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m..  Suite  B,  German- 
American  Bank  Building,  7th  and  Felix  sts., 
St  Joseph,  Mo.  W.  W.  Hall,  Chief  Tel.,  113 
S.  13th  st,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S. 
ft  T.,  Box  682,  St  Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73.  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA.— Meets  ad  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th  floor 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Pa.  John  J.  Boyle,  Chief  Tel.,  Penn  Haven, 
Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.;  William  M.  Butler,  S.  ft  T., 
107  S.  Vine  st,  Hazleton,  Pa. 

NO.  74,  ELIZABETH,  N.  J. — Meets  ad  Saturday, 
8:15  p.  m.,  each  month,  Lodge  rooms,  Lyceum 
Theater  Bldg.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  John  Pender- 
gast,  Chief  Tel.,  Cranford,  N.  J. 

NO.  75,  MACON,  GA. — Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chief  Tel.  at  Knights  of  Fidelity  Hall,  on 
Cotton  av.,  Macon,  Ga.;  M.  Burns,  Chief  Tel., 
Barnes ville,  Ga.;  T.  W.  Duffy,  S.  ft  T.,  James, 
Ga. 

NO.  76.— Division  covers  the  Chicago  ft  North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Jewell 
Junction,  Iowa;  W.  J.  Liddane,  Ass't  Gen’l 
Chairman,  462  Beaumont  st,  St  Paul,  Minn.; 
Ira  Kempkes,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Marshalltown,  la. 

NO.  77,  DENVER,  COL. — Meets  1st  Saturday 
evening  in  each  month  at  room  35,  Club  Bldg., 
1731  Arapahoe  st,  Denver,  CoL  F.  P.  Sprat! en. 
Chief  Tel.,  2210  E.  13th  av.,  Denver,  Col.;  W. 
E.  Meyers,  S.  ft  T.,  Room  39,  Union  Depot 
Denver,  Col. 

NO.  78,  ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
each  month  at  7:30  p.  m.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Halt 
82  S.  Pearl  st,  Albany,  N.  Y.  L.  L.  Latta, 
Chief  Tel.,  312  E.  Main  st,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.; 
B.  M.  Nicholls,  S.  ft  T.,  Altamont  N.  Y. 

NO.  79.  CORNWALL,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  cor.  Broad- 
way and  Calder  st,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  at  7:ao 
p.  m.  W.  F.  Decker,  Chief  Tel.,  Stony  Point 
N.  Y.;  G.  R.  Atkins,  S.  ft  T.,  Marlboro,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y. 

NO.  80. — Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  ft 
Navigation  Co.  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Heppner.  Ore. 

NO.  81. — Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
Chairman.  B.  A.  Beckenstein,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Woodland  Park,  Col.;  Guy  SalUng,  Gen’l  S. 
ft  T.,  Cascade  Canyon,  Col. 

NO.  82. — Division  covers  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna ft  Western  Railroad  System.  Meets  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E.  Schu, 
Gen’l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y.;  L.  B.  Ben- 
nett Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Wayland,  N.  Y. 
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NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  ft  Aroo^ook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden  Station,  Me.;  Geo.  H.  Fox, 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  So.  La  Grange,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J.— Meets  ad  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.,  at  Morgan’s  Hall,  4th  and  Market  sts., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Geo.  H.  Bogart,  Chief  Tel.,  729 
Linden  st,  Camden,  N.  J.;  W.  S.  Cafferty,  S. 
ft  T.,  28  West  Cedar  av.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Friday  at 
8 p.  h.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  st., 
Trenton,  N.  J.  Geo.  Q.  Eppeheimer,  Chief  Tel., 
4736  Tacony  st.,  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  ft  T.,  41  Wilkinson  pi.,  Tren- 
ton, N.  J. 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  PA.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
at  10:15  a.  m.,  and  4th  Wednesday  at  7:30  p. 
m.,  in  Lee  Bldg.,  E.  12th  st.,  between  8th  and 
oth  avs.,  Altoona,  Pa.  J.  W.  McCoy,  Chief 
Tel.,  Kipple,  Pa.;  R.  Ulysses  Cline,  S.  ft  T., 
2111  Beale  av.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87,  SCRANTON,  PA.— Meets  1st  Monday 
evening  of  each  month  at  Hennies’  Hall,  Price- 
burg,  Pa.  J.  W.  Sampson,  Chief  Tel.,  Dickson 
City,  Pa.;  H.  D.  Pfoor,  S.  ft  T.,  Jermyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88. — Division  covers  the  Texas  ft  Pacific  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escude,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Mansura,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS. — Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month  at  p.  ra.,  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  J.  F.  Francis, 
Chief  Tel.,  Passenger  Station,  Brockton,  Mass.; 
W.  L.  Wright,  S.  ft  T.,  192  Dartmouth  st., 
Boston,  Mass. 

NO.  90,  UTICA,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Wednesday 
each  month  at  8 p.  ra.,  at  Royal  Arcanum  Hall, 
Devereaux  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.  W.  B.  Bucklin, 
Chief  Tel.,  St.  Johnsville,  N.  Y. ; C.  J.  Bruck- 
ert,  S.  ft  T.,  Frankfort,  N.  Y. 

NO.  91,  CHICAGO,  ILL. — Meets  1st  and  3d  Fri- 
days of  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  206  LaSalle  st., 
cor.  Adams  st.,  Hall  “C,”  4th  floor,  elevator 
service,  Chicago,  III.;  Clara  M.  Roth,  Chief 
Tel.,  6405  Vernon  av.,  Chicago,  111.;  E.  E. 
Livezey,  S.  ft  T.,  1237  Newport  av.,  Chicago,  111. 

NO.  92. — Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
ft  Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C.  Dundon,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y. ; O.  B.  Britton, 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  150  W.  Long  av.,  Dubois,  Pa. 

NO.  93- — Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dermody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Mounds,  111.;  E.  W.  Hill,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Areola,  Miss.;  K.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l  S. 
ft  T..  Anna,  111. 


NO.  94,  MERIDIAN,  MISS. — Meets  4th  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Me- 
ridian. Miss.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  Chief  Tel.,  in 
care  of  M.  ft  O.  freight  depot,  Mobile,  Ala.; 

R.  L.  Howell,  S.  & T.,  Catherine  st.  and  S. 
Blair  av.,  Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  95,  PORTLAND,  ME.— H.  G.  Adams,  Chief 
Tel.,  Cumberland  Center,  Me.;  E.  J.  Hayes, 

S.  ft  T.,  Leeds  Jet,  Maine. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. E.  N.  Byergo,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Savan- 
nah, Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Stock- 
ton,  111. 

NO.  97. — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. D.  May,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Carlton,  Ga.; 
F.  O.  Cummings,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Seaboard,  N.  C. 

NO.  98,  JERSEY  SHORE,  PA.— Meets  3d  Wed- 
nesday each  month  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.  H.  D. 
Martin,  Chief  Tel.,  Linden,  Pa.;  A.  W.  Harris, 
S.  & T.,  Castanea,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa. 

NO.  99,  OSSINING,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
each  month  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Ossining,  N.  Y., 
and  1st  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Hawthorne 
Hall,  Main  st.  and  Buena  Vista  av.,  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.  H.  L.  Wood,  Chief  Tel.,  Croton  (on 
Hudson),  N.  Y.;  E.  Neumuller,  S.  & T.,  126 
Union  st.  High  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  100,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.— Meets  3d  Mon- 
day each  month,  hall  cor.  16th  ft  Penn  sts.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  R.  H.  Winchester,  Chief  Tel., 
812  Locust  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  C.  B.  Casner, 
S.  ft  T.,  435  W.  13th  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NO.  101,  QUEBEC. — Meets  ist  Sunday  each 
month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet.,  Que.,  and  Shaw- 
enegan  Jet.,  Que.,  alternately.  V.  H.  Lefebvre, 
Chief  Tel.,  Shawenegan  Jet.,  Champlain,  Que.; 
J.  G.  Sirois,  S.  ft  T.,  Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  102,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  4th 
Tuesday  eve  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  Columbia 
Hall,  Room  2,  second  floor,  1325  Columbia 
ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Clarence  T.  Praul, 
Chief  Tel.,  Bethayres,  Pa.;  J.  Webb  Richman, 
Acting  S.  ft  T.,  2202  Fitzwater  st.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

NO.  103,  STF.LLARTON,  N.  S.— A.  Fraser,  Chief 
Tel.,  Ferrona  Junction,  N.  S.;  N.  G.  Munro, 
S.  & T.,  Box  152,  Stellarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  104,  AYER,  MA^-j. — Meets  third  Sunday  of 
each  month  at  10:45  a.  m.  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
Ayer,  Mass.;  Percy  Hallenbeck,  Chief  Telegra- 
pher, Groton,  Mass.;  J.  T.  Lee,  S.  ft  T.,  102 
Ash  st.,  Nashua,  N.  H. 


NO  105.  CONCORD,  N.  H.— W.  H.  Meserve, 
Chief  Tel.,  Pcnacook,  N.  H.;  B.  C Jones,  S.  ft 

T.,  North  Boscawen,  N.  H. 


NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Sunday 
each  month  at  11  a.  m.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  E.  M.  Bevier,  Chief  Tel.,  Sa- 
binsville,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Bergen,  S.  ft  T.,  Elkland, 
Pa. 
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NO.  no,  RENOVO,  PA. — Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St.  Clair  av.,  Renovo,  Pa.  A.  C.  Hanes, 
Chief  Tel.,  Johnsonburg,  Pa.;  C.  L.  Chadwick, 
S.  & T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  1 16. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  & Atlantic  Railway  System.  Meetings 
last  Sunday  of  months  of  March,  June,  Sep* 
tember  and  December  in  Siegel’s  Hall,  Mar- 
quette, Mich.  E.  J.  Stuesscr,  Gen'l  Chairman, 
Kearsarge,  Mich.;  J.  E.  Pepple,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Nestoria,  Mich. 

NO.  1 1 7,  SHAMOKIN,  PA. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.,  in  X.  O.  O.  F.  Hall, 
Mahanoy  City,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at  8 
p.  m.,  months  February,  April,  June,  August, 
October  and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall, 
Shamokin,  Pa.  N.  W.  Gable,  Chief  Tel.,  Gor- 
don, Pa.;  H.  M.  Michael,  S.  ft  T.,  Ashland,  Pa. 

NO.  1 18. — Division  covers  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  B.  Doughty,  Gep’l  Chair- 
man, Baltimore,  Ohio;  H.  E.  Dilger,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Centerburg,  Ohio. 

NO.  xi 9. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  St 
Paul  & Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O. 

R.  Hatton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brooten,  Minn.; 
F.  C.  Paine,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Parker’s  Prairie, 
Minn. 

NO.  120. — Division  covers  Lake  Erie  ft  Western 
Railway  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kempton,  Ind.;  Edward  Keever,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Dayton,  Ind. 

NO.  1 ax. — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  A.  L.  Alderman,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
South  Oshkosh,  Wis.;  H.  O.  Lengelsen,  Gen’l 

S.  ft  T.,  Rosendale,  Wis. 

NO.  1 22,  CHESTER,  ILL.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
nights  each  month.  Odd  Fellows’  Bldg.,  Chester, 
111.  Don  Davis,  Chief  Tel.,  Pinckneyville,  III.; 
W.  S.  Mitchell,  S.  & T.,  Chester,  111. 

NO.  123. — Division  covers  Minneapolis  ft  St. 
Louis  Railway  System.  W.  A.  Williams,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Wood  Lake,  Minn. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  ft  West 
Texas  Railway  System.  W.  H.  Price,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Corrigan,  Tex.;  R.  B.  Wright,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Brighton,  Tenn. 

NO.  12s,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.— Meets  ad 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
10th  and  C sts.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  W.  T. 
Thompson,  Chief  Tel.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  S. 
R.  Gentry,  S.  & T.,  21 1 Main  st,  Fredericks- 
burg, Va. 

NO.  126. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
ft  Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart, 
Gen’l  Chairman,  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  E. 
Schooler,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Marseilles,  111. 


NO.  127,  VIRGINIA,  MINN.— C.  J.  Keenan, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  W.  W.  Woodward,  Alborn, 
Minn.;  J.  F.  Kenney,  S.  & T.,  care  W.  W. 
Woodward,  Alborn,  Minn. 

NO.  128. — Division  covers  San  Antonio  and  Aran- 
sas Pass  Railway  System.  A.  J.  Parnell,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Flatonia,  Tex.;  F.  L.  Skinner,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  care  Beaumont  Cotton  Exchange,  Beau- 
mont, Texas. 

NO.  129. — Division  covers  Lake  Shore  ft  Michigan 
Southern  Railway  System.  A.  T.  Sill,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Ashtabula,  O.;  J.  L.  Kope,  Gen’l  S. 
ft  T.,  Delta,  Ohio. 

NO.  130. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Burlington  ft 
Quincy  Railroad  System.  W.  A.  Henry,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Ravenna,  Neb. 

NO.  1 3 1. — Division  covers  Colorado  ft  Southern 
Railway  Systran.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 7x0  Cooper  Bldg.,  Denver,  Col.;  H.  M. 
Stamp,  Gen'l  S.  ft  T.,  Walsenburg,  Col. 

NO.  132. — Division  covers  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railway  System.  J.  H.  Williams,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Timmonsville,  S.  C.;  John  O'Donald,  Gen'l 
S.  ft  T.,  High  Springs,  Fla. 

NO.  133 — SYDNEY,  N.  S.— R.  Jackson,  Chief 
Tel.,  North  Sydney,  N.  S.;  M.  D.  E.  McKeigan, 

S.  ft  T.,  Leitches  Creek,  C.  B.  N.  S. 

NO.  134,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Meets  3d 
Sunday  each  month  at  136  East  Bay  st,  Herki- 
mer Bldg.,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  L.  R.  Funderburk, 
Chief  Tel.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  W.  E 
Stephens.  S.  ft  T.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

NO.  135,  OLEAN,  N.  Y. — Meets  3d  Monday 
evening  each  month  at  Elk’s  Hall,  cor.  Union 
and  State  sts.,  Olean,  N.  Y.  M.  H.  Connors, 
Chief  Tel.,  Cuba,  N.  Y.;  W.  J.  McCartan,  S.  ft 

T. ,  433  N.  xst  st.,  Olean,  N.  Y. 

NO.  136,  READING,  PA.— Meets  3d  Friday  of 
each  month.  Macolm  A.  Mac  Neil,  Chief  Tel., 
1 15 1 Bailey  st,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  C.  F.  Petree. 

S.  ft  T.,  932  Pear  st.,  Reading,  Pa. 

NO.  137. — Division  covers  El  Paso  ft  Northeast- 
ern Railway  System.  A.  L.  Davidson,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Llano,  New  Mexico.;  N.  H.  Pease. 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Oscuro,  New  Mexico. 

NO.  138. — Division  covers  C.,  C,  C.  ft  St  L.* 
Railway  System.  F.  W.  Davisson,  Gen’l  S.  ft 

T. ,  2304  Stewart  st.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

NO.  139,  NORTH  ADAMS,  MASS.— Meets  on 
the  second  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Odd 
Fellows’  Hall,  North  Adams,  Mass.  Chas.  K. 
Potter,  Chief  Tel.,  Hoosick,  N.  Y.;  G.  A.  John- 
son, S.  ft  T.,  Eagle  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  140. — Division  covers  Toledo,  St  Louis  ft 
Western  Ry.  F.  A.  Reed,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Stewardson,  111.;  G.  T.  Ritter,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Cayuga,  Ind. 
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A WORD  TO  ALL. 

WE  take  this  means  of  wishing  every 
member  of  the  Order,  and  all 
friends  of  the  Order,  a Merry 
Christmas  and  a Happy  New  Year. 

The  year  just  closing  has  been  a good 
one  for  the  Order.  True,  our  sailing  has 
not  been  smooth  at  all  times,  but  this  is 
only  to  be  expected.  The  Order  has  taken 
its  place  among  the  foremost  in  the  rail- 
road labor  world,  and  with  its  growing 
prestige  and  influence  it  naturally  meets 
greater  opposition.  Corporations  are  not 
slow  to  realize  that  a giant  is  m re  to  be 
feared  than  a pigmy.  While  there  has  been 
no  direct  opposition  to  the  Order  during 
the  last  year  to  speak  of,  the  negotiations 
hive  been  of  a more  difficult  character. 
The  contention  for  better  wages  and  work- 
ing conditions  have  been  met  by  sterner 
opposition,  which  opposition  no  doubt  is  in- 
spired by  a knowledge  of  the  wonderful 
growth  of  the  Organization,  and  the  fact 
that  it  is  now  a powerful  factor  to  be 


dealt  with,  and  therefore,  every  endeavor 
has  been  made  to  “hold  it  down”  as  much 
as  possible,  but  in  the  face  of  all  this  good 
progress  has  been  made,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  additional  compen- 
sation have  been  added  to  the  telegraphers’ 
pay  rolls,  and  greatly  improved  working 
conditions  have  been  established  as  a result 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Order,  and  nothing 
will  be  allowed  to  stay  the  onward  march 
of  the  Order  towards  better  working  con- 
ditions for  the  class  it  represents.  If  it 
meets  opposition,  that  opposition  will  be 
surmounted  the  same  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past. 

We  desire  to  thank  those  -of  the  members 
who  have  exerted  themselves  n behalf  of 
the  Organization  during  the  last  year, 
which,  we  believe,  practically  includes  the 
entire  membership,  and  would  request  a con- 
tinuation of  these  efforts.  The  work  of 
establishing  better  conditions  can  be  said 
to  have  only  fairly  begun.  The  Organi- 
zation is  now  in  a numerical  and  financial 
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condition  to  make  rapid  ad  ances  in  this 
direction  in  the  futu  e,  a d if  the  mem- 
bership w 11  lend  to  it  their  unwavering 
support,  much  can  and  will  be  accomplished 
n the  convng  year. 

Fraternally  yours, 

H.  B.  Perham, 

President. 

L W.  Quick. 

G and  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

S . Louis,  Mo.,  Dec  15,  1904 


THE  M.,  K.  & T.  STRIKE. 

strike  of  the  telegraphers  on  the 
/(C)\  lines  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railway  continues.  The 
struggle  has  now  resolved  itself  down  to 
a question  of  endurance.  For  duration  this 
strike  has  been  a record  breaker  in  the  his- 
tory of  telegraphers*  strikes.  At  4 p.  m. 
on  August  1st  the  walk-out  occurred,  and 
at  this  time — four  and  one-half  months  later 
— the  struggle  continues  with  no  abatement, 
no  relaxation  of  efforts,  no  intention  so 
far  as  the  telegraphers  are  concerned  of 
ever  abandoning  it  until  victory  crowns 
their  efforts. 

A remark  recently  made  by  an  official 
of  that  line  to  a friend  probably  sums  up 
the  situation  from  a company  standpoint 
in  a few  words.  He  said:  “If  the  officials 
of  the  company  had  ever  dreamed  that  the 
telegraphers  would  have  put  up  the  fight 
they  have  they  would  never  allowed  it  to 
have  occurred,  but  they  are  into  it  n w,  and 
hate  to  give  up.  They  only  expected  the 
boys  to  hold  out  three  or  four  days  at 
the  outside.” 

That  the  business  of  the  company  is  de- 
moralized in  more  ways  than  one  is  a well- 
known  fact.  Where  other  and  competing 
lines  have  been  putting  on  crews  to  handle 
the  business  on  their  lines,  the  “Katy”  has 
l>ecn  “pulling  6ff”  crews  in  large  numbers. 
In  some  instances  conductors  who  have 
had  regular  runs  for  a long  time  are  n w 
extra  brakemen. 

The  “Katy”  is  now  in  a position  to  real- 
ize, if  they  never  did  before,  what  the 
friendship  or  displeasure  of  those  engaged 
in  the  telegraph  and  station  department 
throughout  the  country  mean*.  Not  only 


this,  but  they  also  realize  that  the  traveling 
public,  the  shipper  and  other  patrons  of  a 
railroad  like  to  see  fair  play,  and  that  they 
will  resent  the  resorting  to  unfair  and 
despotic  methods,  by  a corporation,  no  mat- 
ter how  great  it  may  be. 

A railroad  official  of  wide  experience, 
who  is  in  a position  to  judge,  recently 
estimated  the  “Katy’s”  losses  on  account 
of  the  strike,  through  the  loss  of  business 
that  otherwise  would  have  "been  routed 
over  its  lines,  together  with  actual  losses 
on  perishable  freight  and  other  matter,  at 
over  one  million  dollars.  The  same  offical 
being  aware  of  the  faot  that  thousands  of 
shippers  located  at  competing  points  would 
in  future  use  the  competing  lines,  until  the 
trouble  was  settled,  which,  taken  in  con- 
junction with  business  originating  in  other 
territories  that  would  be  routed  over  some 
other  line  than  the  “Katy,**  declined  to  even 
estimate  the  loss  in  business  the  “Katy** 
would  sustain  on  this  account  monthly,  but 
admitted  that  the  figures  would  be  startling 
if  they  could  be  accurately  secured.  This 
official  was  once  connected  with  a road 
that  was  on  the  telegraphers’  unfair  list, 
and  is  in  a position  to  know  whereof  he 
speaks. 

It  is  an  open  secret  that  the  auditing  de- 
partment of  the  M.,  K.  & T.  road  is  in 
such  a demoralized  state  that  not  even  the 
semblance  of  business  methods  can  be 
practiced  in  it. 

An  official  of  that  department  recently 
stated  that  if  the  strike  were  to  be  ended 
now  it  would  take  months  to  straighten 
out  affairs.  Many  of  the  scabs  are  unable 
to  render  any  kind  of  intelligent  reports, 
some  not  even  making  the  effort;  others 
render  ‘reports”  that  it  would  take  a Phil- 
adelphia lawyer  to  decipher.  With  the  class 
of  men  now  employed  on  that  line  nothing 
else  could  be  expected.  Students  with  no 
practical  experience  in  railroad  work,  boys 
thirteen  and  fourteen  years  old,  drunks, 
bums  and  the  like,  could  not  be  expected 
to  conduct  the  business  of  a railroad  cor- 
poration or  of  any  other  corporation  in 
an  orderly  and  business-like  way.  But  as 
the  old  saying  goes,  “if  you  dance  you  must 
pay  the  fiddler.”  The  “Katy”  had  a good 
set  of  men  in  the  telegraph  and  station  de- 
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partment;  by  their  penny-wise  and  pound- 
foolish  policy  they  lost  them,  and  now  they 
are  paying  the  penalty.  Had  it  not  been  for 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  good  luck  that 
penalty  would  have  been  much  greater  than 
it  has  been.  To  good  luck  alone  can  the 
“Katy”  be  thankful  for  the  saving  of  many 
human  lives  on  their  trains.  Since  the 
strike  was  inaugurated  it  has  been  nothing 
uncommon  for  trains  to  meet  on  the  main 
line  between  stations;  in  fact,  dozens  of 
cases  could  be  enumerated  where  this  has 
occurred,  and  in  many  instances  one  or 
both  of  the  trains  were  passengers,  but 
the  alertness  of  the  engineer  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  prevented  a disaster,  and  the 
probable  loss  of  human  lives.  These 
“meets’*  were  due,  in  most  cases,  to  the 
failure  of  some  scab  to  deliver  an  order, 
or  to  the  “bulling”  of  one  by  one  of  them. 

There  has  been  a common  understanding 
among  the  engineers  since  August  1st  to 
“never  mind  the  train  orders ; look  out 
for  the  headlight  ahead.”  When  a curve  is 
being  approached  it  is  their  custom  to 
slack  up,  and  be  prepared  to  stop  in  case 
“something”  *is  discovered  ahead.  These 
precautions  have  prevented  many  a wreck, 
but  occasionally  one  occurs  in  spite  of  these 
preqautions,  as  the  following  dispatch  will 
show : 

“On  November  17th.  the  scab  agent-teleg- 
rapher at  Chockie,  I.  T.,  copied  a thirty- 
one  order  for  train  No.  402,  engine  540, 
Conductor  Fitzmartin,  giving  extra  south 
engine  517,  Engineer  Yeargin  and  Conduc- 
tor Frary,  right  of  track  over  train  No. 
402,  to  Chockie,  but  he  forgot  to  display 
his  signal,  and  the  result  was  that  train  No. 
402  and  extra  south  engine  517  collided 
head  on  at  about  4:10  p.  m.,  at  a point 
three  hundred  yards  south  of  what  is  kndwn 
as  Lime  Stone  Gap,  which  is  located  about 
two  miles  north  of  Chockie.  Both  trains 
were  running  at  a very  high  rate  of  speed 
when  they  collided,  and  both  engine  crews 
and  the  head  brakeman,  with  the  exception 
of  Fireman  Wilson,  of  engine  517,  had  bare- 
ly time  to  jump  and  save  themselves;  in 
fact,  their  time  was  so  limited  that  the 
engineer  of  engine  517  did  not  take  time 
to  shut  his  engine  off,  while  Fireman  Wil- 
son, who  was  putting  in  a fire  when  they 


struck,  had  no  show  to  make  his  escape, 
and  was  buried  beneath  the  wreckage  which 
was  piled  mountain  high.  Fireman  Wilson, 
who  was  injured  severely  internally,  as  well 
as  externally,  was  taken  to  Denison,  Texas, 
on  train  No.  3,  November  18th.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  front  end  men  escaped  with 
various  scratches  and  bruises. 

“In  the  wreckage  immediately  on  top,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  engines,  there  are 
seven  cars  of  cotton,  seven  cars  of  coal, 
two  cars  of  lumber  and  seven  empty  cars, 
which  are  either  totally  demolished  or  par- 
tially so.  It  goes  without  saying  that  both 
of  the  locomotives  were  as  completely  de- 
molished as  one  could  imagine,  both  being 
without  a single  pair  of  drivers  in  their 
frames,  devoid  of  cabs,  etc.  This  is  not  the 
first  train  that  has  been  let  by  red  board 
orders  at  Chockie,  but  it  is  the  first  train 
that  has  managed  to  hit  another,  thus  giv- 
ing an  actual  illustration  what  a full-fledged 
graduated  scab  can  do  when  it  comes  to  do- 
ing things.  This  wreck  occurred  in  a very 
bad  place,  where  all  view  was  obstructed, 
so  that  trainmen  could  not  run  by  smoke 
as  heretofore,  hence  the  collision.  There 
has  been  between  fifteen  and  twenty  trains 
which  have  been  let  by  red  board  orders, 
but  this  is  the  first  actual  illustration  we 
have  had,  which  shows  what  might  have  oc- 
curred in  the  other  fifteen  cases.” 


Every  few  days,  in  their  desperation  to 
try  to  induce  some  good  men  to  accept  em- 
ployment on  that  line,  some  official  of  the 
“Katy”  star  Is  the  story  in  a city  removed 
from  the  line  that  the  strike  “has  been 
called  off,”  but  their  little  ruse  does  not 
succeed.  The  telegraphers  of  the  country 
are  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  when  the 
strike  is  called  off  they  will  be  officially 
notified  of  the  fact  by  the  officers  of  the 
Order,  and  until  such  notice  is  received, 
they  will  give  the  “Katy”  a wide  berth. 

The  regular  headquarters  established  at 
Smithville,  Denison,  Atoka,  Muskogee,  Par- 
sons, Sedalia  and  St.  Louis  when  the  strike 
was  inaugurated,  are  being  maintained  with 
a full  quota  of  pickets,  who  are  doing  good 
work  in  stopping  those  whom  the  “Katy”  is 
endeavoring  to  put  to  work,  and  in  pulling 
out  the  best  of  those  that  are  working. 
There  are  many  at  work  on  the  line  that 
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no  effort  is  being  made  to  induce  to  join  the 
strikers'  ranks,  as  they  are  so  utterly  in- 
competent that  they  are  doing  the  strikers 
more  good  by  remaining  at  work  than  they 
would  by  coming  out.  There  are  a few 
scabs  on  the  line  that  are  deserving  per- 
sonal mention. 

H.  A.  Farthing,  now  scabbing  as  agent 
at  Vinita,  I.  T.,  wanted  to  “borrow”  $150 
in  consideration  of  his  quitting  his  posi- 
tion. The  Editor  is  in  possession  of  a good 
photograph  of  him,  which  will  be  repro- 
duced in  this  journal  at  a later  date  in 
order  that  the  fraternity  may  know  him  in 
the  future. 

J.  R.  Cox,  now  scabbing  as  agent  at 
Hepler,  Kansas,  was  a member  of  the  Rail- 
way Clerks’  organization  at  the  time  the 
strike  was  called,  working  on  another  line, 
but  promptly  went  to  Fort  Scott,  and  went 
to  work  nights  at  that  place  for  the  “Katy.” 

H.  H.  Ledlie,  agent  at  Nevada,  although 
having  an  exclusive  agency,  scabbed  many 
nights  as  well  as  days,  continuously. 

Edwin  E.  Scott,  who  scabbed  at  Mineral 
Junction  (now  known  as  Cherokee  Junc- 
tion), was  a carpenter  in  Parsons,  Kansas, 
and  a member  of  the  Carpenters’  Union. 
After  the  strike  had  been  on  for  about  sixty 
days,  he  went  to  scabbing  and  was  promptly 
expelled  by  the  Carpenters’  Union.  His 
ability  is  not  such  that  he  will  prove  of 
material  damage  to  the  cause. 

One  of  the  most  deliberate  cases  of  scab- 
bing that  occurred  was  the  case  of  C.  K. 
Jones,  who  was  cashier  for  ilie  Frisco  at 
Parsons,  and  who,  with  a full  knowledge 
that  a strike  was  on  on  the  “Katy,”  ac- 
cepted a position  in  Parsons  office  with 
that  company. 

W.  A.  Craig,  of  Junction  City,  Kansas, 
is  another  one  who  is  entitled  to  special 
mention.  His  likeness  will  also  adorn  these 
columns  in  the  near  future. 

F.  N.  Dickerhoof  and  Mrs.  Lizzie  Dick- 
erhoof,  both  of  whom  scabbed  at  Broken 
Arrow,  I.  T.,  should  also  be  mentioned. 
Dickerhoof  was  not  an  operator,  but  about 
September  1st  accepted  the  agency  at 
Broken  Arrow,  and  Mrs.  Dickerhoof  acted 
as  operator.  On  November  24th,  Dicker- 
hoof  was  checked  out,  having  “served  bis 
purpose.”  Mrs.  Dickerhoof  has  a previous 


record  as  a scab.  She  scabbed  on  the 
Santa  Fe  in  1900. 

F.  A.  Morris,  now  scabbing  at  Cleburne, 
Texas,  and  C.  E.  Sp'vey,  also  scabbing  on 
the  same  district,  are  both  former  Santa 
Fe  scabs. 

J.  H.  Robinson,  now  scabbing  at  Trenton, 
Texas,  is  a Southern  Railway  scab. 

Probably  the  most  notorious  scab  on  the 
Kansas  City-Parsons  division,  is  J.  C 
Fahnestock,  of  Erie,  Kansas,  who  was  not 
content  with  scabbing  himself,  but  put  in 
much  of  liis  time  trying  to  induce  other- 
to  scab.  The  telegraph  fraternity  at  large 
will  do  well  to  remember  him. 

In  a short  time  a full  and  complete  list 
of  all  scabs  on  the  “Katy”  will  be  pub- 
lished in  a book  of  vest-pocket  size,  in 
order  that  all  members  may  carry  it  for 
future  reference. 

A large  number  of  photographs  of  scabs 
will  also  be  published  in  a short  time. 

Every  telegrapher  and  station  agent 
throughout  the  country  should  make  it 
known  to  all  whom  are  contemplating  tak- 
ing trips  or  shipping  goods  to  the  South- 
west that  the  “Katy”  is  on  the  telegraphers* 
unfair  list. 


THE  8T.  LOUIS  TERMINAL  STRIKE. 

HE  strike  on  the  lines  of  the  Termi- 
nal Railroad  Association  of  St 
Louis  continues  and  is  effective. 

After  trying  in  vain  for  four  months  to 
secure  competent  men,  the  Terminal  Asso- 
ciation has  admitted  its  inability  to  do  so 
by  recently  issuing  a notice  to  the  chief 
operators  of  all  lines  of  railway  entering 
St.  Louis,  stating  that  “UX”  office  had  been 
closed  on  account  of  being  unable  to  retain 
competent  men  at  that  office,  and  that  the 
business  formerly  handled  at  “UX”  office 
would  hereafter  be  transacted  at  “US” 
office  All  trains  leaving  Union  Station  in 
St.  Louis  heretofore  received  their  orders 
at  “UX”  office,  which  made  it  the  most  im- 
portant office  on  the  Terminal,  and  the  fact 
that  they  were  compelled  to  close  it  indi- 
cate the  desperate  straits  in  which  the  Ter- 
minal finds  itself. 

A high  official  of  the  Terminal  recently 
remarked:  “If  the  O.  R.  T.  would  call 

the  strike  off  we  could  get  all  the  good 
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men  we  want,  but  while  they  keep  it  on 
we  are  utterly  unable  to  do  so/’  which 
fact  is  very  true,  as  no  good  man  will 
scab. 

The  strike  on  the  Terminal  will  be  called 
off  when  a fair  and  equitable  settlement 
is  made  with  the  strikers,  and  not  before. 


THE  A.  F.  OF  L.  CONVENTION. 

HAT  great  federation  of  labor  or- 
garvizations — the  greatest  the  world 
ever  knew — the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  met  in  annual  convention 
in  Lyric  Hall,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  on  No- 
vember 14th,  and  continued  in  session  un- 
til Saturday  evening,  November  26th.  Rep- 
resenting as  it  does  over  2,000,000  organized 
workingmen,  the  conventions  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  are  of  great  moment  to  the  union 
movement.  Gathered  together  from  year 
to  year  in  its  conventions  are  the  brightest 
minds  in  the  labor  movement.  As  a rule, 
the  various  international  unions  elect  their 
international  officers  as  delegates  to  these 
conventions,  and,  therefore,  it  can  prop- 
erly be  said  that  a convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  embraces  the 
cream  of  the  talent  in  the  labor  world. 

Following  out  its  usual  custom,  the 
opening  of  the  convention  was  character- 
ized by  speeches  of  welcome,  after  which 
the  convention  promptly  took  up  the  busi- 
ness before  it. 

At  10  o'clock  on  November  14th  Presi- 
dent Gompers  called  the  convention  to 
order,  and  introduced  Mr.  J.  O.  Walsh, 
President  of  the  San  Francisco  Labor 
Council,  who  extended  a welcome  to  the 
delegates  and  visitors  on  behalf  of  the  or- 
ganized workers  of  San  Francisco. 

The  next  speaker  introduced  was  Mr. 
Harry  Knox,  President  of  the  California 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  who  on  behalf 
of  that  body  welcomed  the  delegates  and 
visitors  to  California. 

Mr.  J.  Williams,  of  the  City  Front  Fed- 
eration, was  next  introduced,  who  also  wel- 
comed the  delegates  and  visitors  to  San 
Francisco  on  behalf  of  that  organization. 

Mr.  P.  H.  McCarty,  President  of  the 
State  Building  Trades  Council  of  Cali- 
fornia, was  next  introduced,  and  also  ex- 
tended a hearty  welcome. 


President  Gompers  then  introduced  the 
Hon.  E.  E.  Schmitz,  Mayor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, who  is  also  President  of  the  Musi- 
cians’ Union  of  that  city. 


Mayor  Schmitz  spoke  in  part  as  follows : 


“Mr.  Chairman,  Visiting  Delegates  and 
Union  Men — In  behalf,  not  only  of  organ- 
ized labor  of  this  city,  but  on  behalf  of 
the  entire  population  of  San  Francisco,  as 
their  chief  magistrate,  I appear  here  to- 
day to  extend  to  you,  the  representatives 
of  the  great  body  of  organized  labor  of 
America,  a welcome  to  San  Francisco, 
which  dwells  not  alone  in  words,  but  which 
you  will  find  deeply  embedded  in  the  hearts 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child  who  be- 
lieves in  the  advancement  of  our  country, 
and  of  her  citizenship,  and  who  entertains 
the  conviction  that  through  organization 
labor  is  accomplishing  much,  not  only  for 
itself,  but  also  for  the  building-up  of  our 
entire  nation. 

“It  has  been  my  privilege  and  pleasure 
to  address  and  to  extend  the  people’s  wel- 
come to  many  conventions  in  San  Fran- 
cisco in  the  past  three  years  of  my  official 
terms.  I have  addressed  a convention  of 
bankers  representing  millions  of  capital. 
I have  addressed  conventions  before,  but  it 
has  never  been  my  honor  or  privilege  to  ad- 
dress and  to  extend  a welcome  to  this  great 
city  of  the  West  to  an  organization  that 
stood  for  greater  possibilities  or  for  greater 
achievements  than  does  this  convention,  that 
stood  for  larger  or  wider  benefits  to  our 
common  country,  or  to  the  entire  civiliza- 
tion of  the  world  than  does  this  which  I 
now  address. 

“As  we  meet  here  this  morning  the  hands 
of  organized  labor  in  England  and  in 
Canada  are  extended  to  clasp  those  of  its 
brother  organizations  in  America.  You 
have  here  to-day  delegates  who  have  come 
thousands  of  miles  across  sea  and  land  to 
attend  this  convention,  to  join  you  in  fur- 
thering and  protecting  the  interests  of  those 
who  toil,  wherever  civilization  and  indus- 
trial enterprise  holds  her  sway. 

“While  your  meeting  to-day  is  held  on 
this  far  western  seaboard,  in  our  common 
cause  we  know  neither  East,  nor  West, 
neither  South  or  North;  we  are  banded  to- 
gether in  a mutual  bond  of  unity  for  the 
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benefit  of  all  our  people,  indeed  of  all  our 
fellow  men. 

“I  welcome  you,  especially  to-day  in  this 
metropolis  of  our  Golden  State.  You  have 
come  at  a most  opportune  time.  You  are 
confronted  at  present  by  an  organization 
here  known  as  the  Citizens*  Alliance,  the 
sole  object  of  which — although  perhaps  not 
so  expressed  by  them  in  those  very  words 
— is,  if  possible,  to  defeat  and  to  destroy 
the  efforts  of  organized  labor.  This  con- 
vention is,  therefore,  most  opportune,  and 
my  pleasure  is  the  greater  in  welcoming 
you  here,  because  I know  that  by  your  con- 
servative deliberations,  by  your  wise  and 
well-considered  actions,  you  will  give  notice 
and  assurance  not  only  to  all  the  people 
of  San  Francisco,  but  also  to  the  people  of 
our  whole  United  States,  that  you  do  not 
stand  for  radical  action,  but  for  conservative 
treatment  and  fair  consideration  of  every 
interest  involved  in  your  proceedings;  that 
you  stand  not  only  for  the  up-building  and 
advancement  of  the  wage  earners  of  our 
country,  but  that  you  also  stand  for  a bet- 
ter citizenship;  for  the  education  of  our 
children  that  they  may  become  the  founda- 
tion of  a highly  advanced  citizenship  in  the 
future  development  of  this  great  and  be- 
loved country  of  ours;  that  you  stand  un- 
equivocally and  unreservedly  for  every 
principle  and  every  thought  which  under- 
lies our  great  American  institutions,  and 
for  the  true  patriotism  symbolized  by  the 
emblem  which  floats  so  conspicuously  here 
to-day — the  Stars  and  Stripes,  the  flag  of 
the  United  States.  (Applause.) 

“I  am  proud  to  welcome  you,  not  only 
as  the  Mayor  of  San  Francisco,  but  I am 
proud  also  to  be  able  to  stand  here  as  a 
union  man,  as  the  President  of  a trades 
union,  as  one  interested  in  the  social  bet- 
terment of  his  fellow  men,  and  to  say  as 
a colleague  and  well-wisher  that  you  are 
welcome  to  a city,  which,  though  hardly 
fifty  years  old,  has  behind  it  most  won- 
derful achievements,  and  before  it  a future 
of  limitless  possibilities.” 

President  Gompers,  on  behalf  of  the  con- 
vention, responded  in  a few  well-chosen 
words  to  the  addresses  of  welcome. 

The  Credentials  Committee  then  rendered 
its  report,  after  which  President  Gompers 


proceeded  to  read  his  annual  report,  which 
was  a very  complete  and  exhaustive  one, 
and  in  which  the  various  subjects  were 
handled  in  a masterful  manjier,  from  which 
the  following  is  taken: 

“Another  year  in  the  annals  of  organized 
labor  has  come  and  gone ; a year  filled  with 
momentous  events  for  us  all.  The  cycles 
of  time  which  roll  so  swiftly  by  and  which 
are  so  infinitesimal  when  counted  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  and  development 
of  the  human  race,  find  the  people  confront- 
ing new  conditions  and  new  problems.  The 
past  has  been  fraught  with  pain  and  tra- 
vail ; it  has  been  an  inarticulate  yearning, 
and  a constant  struggle  for  new  light,  and 
the  realization  of  new  hopes. 

“From  the  dark  days  of  slavery  and 
serfdom  to  the  era  of  wage-labor  was  in 
itself  a great  progress;  the  entrance  of  the 
wage  earners  into  the  realm  of  the  larger, 
broader  and  brighter  vision  of  associated 
effort,  has  been  fraught  with  achievements 
commanding  the  admiration  and  the  won- 
der of  students  and  observers.  Dispute  it 
as  some  may,  we  are  conscious,  and  history 
will  accord  us  the  credit,  of  being  the  na- 
tural and  rational  crystallized  effort  of  the 
masses  to  abolish  wrong  and  injustice;  to 
attain  justice  and  right  by  the  most  peaceful, 
evolutionary  and  humane  method. 

“The  immediate  future  is  pregnant  with 
good  or  ill  for  the  people  of  our  country- 
It  devolves  upon  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment to  determine  by  its  course  the  form 
which  it  shall  assume. 

“The  constant  improvement  in  machinery, 
the  division,  subdivision  and  specialization 
of  labor,  the  wonderful  development  in  in- 
dustry, and  the  concentration  of  wealth, 
give  to  the  wealth  possessors  such  extraor- 
dinary power,  which,  when  coupled  with 
the  cunning  and  greed  for  gain,  unless  in- 
telligently and  comprehensively  met  by  a 
well-organized  labor  movement,  will  tend 
to  the  deterioration  of  our  race,  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  our  achievements,  and  the  dis- 
sipation of  all  our  hopes. 

“On  the  other  hand,  if  we  are  faithful 
to  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  strug- 
gling masses  in  the  past,  if  we  shall  prove 
true  to  the  interests  and  the  welfare  of  the 
hosts  of  labor  of  our  day,  the  power  calcu- 
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lated  to  injure  will  be  diverted  to  the  com- 
mon weal,  and  thus  open  up  vistas  of  larger 
opportunities,  and  a broader  conception  of 
human  rights  and  ennobling  aspirations. 

“As  the  course  of  enlightenment  and 
liberty  wends  its  way  westward,  so  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  brings  its 
host  of  enlightened  and  liberty-loving  expo- 
nents to  the  entrance  of  the  Golden  Gate, 
there  not  only  to  stand  guard  against  any 
threatening  foe,  but  to  pledge  anew  its  un- 
faltering devotion  to  the  uplifting  cause 
of  all  our  people. 

“From  workshop,  factory,  mill  and  mine 
comes  the  appeal  to  you  for  comfort,  aid 
and  relief.  The  yearning  cry  of  the  chil- 
dren of  labor  for  emancipation  from  the 
drudgery  of  incessant  toil  to  the  freedom 
of  home,  the  playground,  and  the  sunshine 
is  not  heard  in  vain  by  you.  The  sufferings 
of  the  past,  the  struggles  of  to-day,  and 
the  hopes  of  a brighter  and  a better  day 
for  all  are  represented  by  the  united  and 
federated  labor  movement  of  our  time  and 
of  our  country. 

“While  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  our  fel- 
low workers  are  fervently  turned  toward 
this  convention,  hopeful  and  confident  that 
the  broadest  and  best  interests  of  the  work- 
ing people  will  be  safeguarded  and  for- 
warded, the  scrutinizing  vision  of  our  op- 
ponents and  antagonists  is  concentrated 
upon  our  gathering  and  our  work,  ready 
to  turn  to  our  disadvantage  and  discom- 
fiture any  error  of  judgment  of  speech  and 
action.  May  we  not  hope  so  to  conform 
our  course  as  to  satisfy  and  gratify  our 
friends,  confound  and  disarm  our  would- 
be  despoilers  ? 

“With  an  abiding  faith  in  the  justice  and 
nobility  of  the  cause  with  which  we  have 
the  honor  to  be  associated,  with  confidence 
fortified  by  a lifetime’s  experience,  there 
are  no  misgivings  in  my  heart  or  mind  that 
this  convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  will  do  aught  to  darken  the 
horizon  of  labor’s  future,  or  in  the  least 
jot  to  halt  in  the  movement  for  labor’s 
disenthrallment.  In  that  faith,  in  that  con- 
fidence, in  that  hope,  it  is  my  proud  privi- 
lege to  welcome  you  to  this  gathering  of 
labor’s  hosts  at  San  Francisco  in  the  con- 


vention of  (the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

“The  law  requires,  and  custom  has  ap- 
proved, that  the  president  shall  submit  an 
annual  report  of  his  acts  and  doings,  and  of 
the  work  in  connection  with  our  movement ; 
review  the  events  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  make  such  recommendation  as  his  judg- 
ment and  experience  warrant.  It  has  been 
my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  have  sub- 
mitted a number  of  such  reports.  Time 
has  only  demonstrated  that  but  few  of  the 
most  important  incidents. can  be  laid  before 
the  convention.  The  history  of  the  movement 
can  not  be  fully  written  in  these  reports. 
We  who  are  engaged  in  the  struggle,  and 
are  making  history  have  little  time  or  op- 
portunity to  write  it.  Some  men  less  en- 
grossed with  the  work  now  or  in  the  future 
can,  and  should,  write  a comprehensive  his- 
tory of  organized  labor,  its  philosophy,  its 
struggles,  its  achievements,  and  its  aspira- 
tions. Our  history  now  consists  of  the  acts 
of  our  busy,  work-a-day  lives,  and  the  doc- 
uments which  lie  in  the  archives  of  our 
offices.  Conscious  of  how  meagre  and  un- 
satisfactory are  such  reports  as  I have  been 
enabled  to  make,  and  the  report  I am  about 
to  make,  the  following  is  submitted  to  you 
for  your  careful  and  fraternal  considera- 
tion : 


“Much  gleeful  speculation  has  been  in- 
dulged in  by  our  opponents  in  what  they 
are  pleased  to  characterize  as  a “slump’’ 
in  the  organization  of  the  wage  earners  in 
the  trade  union  movement  of  our  country. 
They  would  hail  with  joyous  acclaim  could 
they  record  the  total  extinction  and  de- 
struction of  our  movement.  With  them  the 
wish  is  father  to  the  thought  that  they 
might  bring  about  what  their  chief  spokes- 
man, Parry,  lately  declared  their  purpose 
to  be,  ‘the  annihilation  of  labor  unions.’ 
They  take  unction  to  their  souls  that  the 
slight  falling  off  in  membership  in  the  trade 
union  movement  for  a brief  period  within 
the  past  year  was  the  beginning  of  the 
decline  of  the  organized  labor  movement 
of  our  country. 

“The  law  of  growth  in  organized  labor  is  as 
little  understood  by  them  as  it  is  by  others 
who  lack  the  experience,  or  who  have  not 
had  the  time,  opportunity,  or  inclination 
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to  inquire  and  study.  From  the  formation 
of  the  first  bona  fide  trade  union  movement 
in  modern  times  it  has  grown  with  each 
era  of  industrial  activity  and  receded  to 
some  degree  with  each  industrial  depres- 
sion, but  with  each  recurring  revival  in  in- 
dustry the  degree  of  growth  has  been 
greater,  and  with  each  recurring  period  of 
depression  it  has  receded  to  a lesser  degree 
than  its  immediate  predecessors.  All  stu- 
dents of  our  movement  appreciate  these 
facts  and  count  with  them,  The  antagonists 
and  the  ignorant  view  these  natural  econo- 
mic changes  with  exultation  or  alarm. 

“The  wage  earners  have  come  to  realize 
that  their  only  hope  for  the  protection  of 
their  material  interests  in  our  time,  the 
only  opportunities  for  the  promotion  of 
these  interests  in  the  future,  as  well  as  the 
mainstay  for  the  rights  and  liberties  in  the 
present  to  which  they  and  those  who  may 
follow  are  entitled,  lie  in  unity,  organiza- 
tion, and  federation.  And  they  have  recog- 
nized, too,  to  a greater  extent  than  hereto- 
fore, that  their  cohesion  during  a period 
of  industrial  reaction  is  the  effectual  check 
upon  the  material  deterioration  in  their 
condition  with  all  that  that  implies.  To 
these  reasons  and  causes,  together  with 
greater  intelligence  and  a fair  conception 
of  their  rights  may  be  attributed  the  al- 
most infinitesimal  decline  in  membership 
within  the  recent  past. 

“When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  trade 
union  movement  of  America  is,  compara- 
tively speaking,  still  in  -its  infancy;  when 
there  is  taken  into  consideration  the  vast 
extent  of  territory  as  well  as  the  makeup 
of  different  nationalities  speaking  foreign 
tongues,  the  great  development  in  industry 
and  the  concentration  of  wealth,  using  its 
powers  to  prevent  or  crush  out  organiza- 
tions; when  all  these  things  are  given  due 
consideration,  that  we  have  brought  about 
any  degree  of  fraternity  and  homogeneity 
should  be  counted  to  our  credit  rather  than 
to  our  detriment. 

“It  is  not  necessary  here  to  recount  the 
advantages  which  have  been  secured  by 
our  movement  in  the  interests  of  our  fellow 
workers.  Nat  only  are  our  records  of 
achievements  available  to  all,  but  the  bet- 
ter results  in  the  home,  the  more  material 


improvement,  the  social  and  moral  advance- 
ment, as  well  as  political  independence,  and 
the  character  and  manhood  of  our  work- 
ing people,  are  the  best  attestation,  demon- 
stration and  proof  of  the  efforts,  the  work, 
the  aims,  methods  and  ennobling  purposes 
of  our  movement. 

“Our  opponents  must  lamentably  fail  to 
prove  to  the  toilers  that  their  freedom  is 
curtailed  or  impaired  in  becoming  organ- 
ized when  the  workers  themselves  have  the 
indisputable  proof  of  their  enjoyment  of 
larger  vision,  occasioned  by  fewer  hours  of 
daily,  burdensome  toil,  as  our  antagonists 
must  also  fail  to  impress  upon  the  wives 
and  the  children  of  workmen  that  the  free- 
dom of  action  of  their  husbands  and  fathers 
is  impaired  when  they  themselves  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  brighter  homes,  more  material  im- 
provements, and  the  opportunities  of  leisure 
and  education. 

“But  despite  the  destructive  purposes  of 
labor’s  antagonists,  I am  in  a position  to  re- 
port that,  with  the  exception  of  a slight 
recession  already  indicated,  there  has  been 
a sum  total  of  great  gain  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  organizations  affiliated  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

“From  October  i,  1903,  to  September  30, 
1904,  we  issued  from  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  the  following  charters : 

International  Unions 11 

State  Federations 5 

Central  Labor  Unions 99 

Local  Trade  Unions  and  Federal  Labor 

Unions  328 

Total 443 

“Eight  of  these  international  unions  were 
organized  by  us  from  formerly  affiliated 
chartered  local  unions  during  the  past  year. 
A number  of  international  unions  have  be- 
come amalgamated  with  other  international 
unions  kindred  to  their  trade.  At  the  end 
of  this  fiscal  year,  September  30,  1904,  there 
were  affiliated  to  the  American  Federation 


of  Labor : 

International  Unions  120 

State  Federations  32 

Central  Labor  Unions 569 

Local  Trade  Unions  and  Federal  La- 
bor Unions  1.271 

Total  1.992 
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(These  120  affiliated  international  unions 
consist  of,  approximately,  27,000  local 
unions  of  their  respective  trades  and  call- 
ings.) 

“The  average  membership  of  our  affiliated 
unions  upon  which  per  capita  tax  has  been 
paid  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904, 
is  1,676,000. 

“The  average  membership  of  our  affiliated 
unions  upon  which  per  capita  tax  was  paid 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1903,  was 
1,465,800. 

“We  shall  no  doubt  be  confronted  with 
the  keenest  opposition  in  the  near  future. 
There  are  those  who  will  not  understand 
the  purposes  of  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment, and  the  good  work  which  it  is  do- 
ing, and  which  it  can  and  will  do,  and  it 
therefore  behooves  us  to  devote  our  atten- 
tion and  to  concentrate  our  efforts  more 
largely  in  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the 
yet  unorganized  how  necessary  it  is  for  the 
protection  of  themselves  and  those  depend- 
ent upon  them  to  secure  and  maintain  the 
vantage  ground  already  gained,  and  not 
only  to  save  all  from  the  inevitable  down- 
ward path  that  leads  from  a lack  of  com- 
prehensive and  united  effort,  but  to  secure 
and  realize  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the 
toiling  masses.  Therefore,,  with  unbounded 
faith  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  our  great 
cause,  the  logical  and  natural  development 
of  our  great  movement,  we  may  all  take 
on  new  obligations  and  assume  new  vows 
to  leave  no  effort  untried  which  shall  bring 
within  the  beneficent  fold  of  the  trade  union 
movement  the  wage  workers,  the  wealth 
producers  of  America. 

“So  long  as  there  is  a wrong  unrighted, 
or  a right  denied  to  the  people,  so  long  is 
there  work  for  the  trade  union  movement 
to  do. 

“In  my  report  to  the  last  convention  occa- 
sion was  taken  to  call  attention  to  what  was 
then  apparent  to  but  few,  that  we  were 
then  confronted  with  an  impending  indus- 
trial reaction.  It  was  stated  that  though 
reaction  was  then  not  pronounced,  yet  it 
was  impending,  and  that  if  a wise  course 
was  pursued  by  us  the  reaction  could  and 
would  be  prevented  from  developing  into  an 


industrial  crisis  or  panic.  The  Boston  con- 
vention, readily  realizing  the  situation, 
promptly  adopted  the  suggestion  made  to 
meet  and  overcome  it ; and  the  toilers,  or- 
ganized and  unorganized,  responded  in  a 
manner  that  should  cause  us  not  only  great 
gratification,  but  should  receive  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  all  the  people  of  our  entire 
country.  The  recommendations  we  made  to 
our  fellow  workers  consisted  of  six  impor- 
tant features : 

“First — Organize,  unite  and  federate. 

“Second — Have  faith  and  confidence  in 
themselves  and  each  other. 

“Third — Stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in 
stress  and  strife;  to  help  bear  each  other’s 
burdens,  and  perfect  the  bonds  of  brother- 
hood. 

“Fourth — Endeavor  to  maintain  industrial 
peace  by  trade  agreements  with  employers. 

“Fifth — Voluntarily  and  faithfully  abide 
by  and  fulfill  the  terms  of  agreements,  and 
the  awards  of  arbitrators  thereunder. 

“Sixth — Prevent  industrial  conflicts 

wherever  possible,  and  particularly  to  resist 
all  attempts  to  reduce  ivages. 

“Of  course,  no  one  who  understands  the 
complex  conditions  of  industry,  economics, 
and  the  makeup  of  modern  society,  and  who 
aided  in  the  formulation  of  this  policy  of 
our  movement,  expected  to  escape  criticism, 
denunciation  and  condemnation  from  labor’s 
opponents.  It  was  expected  and  anticipated. 
It  would  have  given  us  cause  to  inquire  as 
to  the  accuracy  of  our  course  had  the  posi- 
tion we  took  met  the  approval  of  those  who 
do  not  understand,  and  those  whose  sordid, 
short-sighted,  mad  rush  for  immediate  gain 
and  greed  blind  them  to  a beneficent 
movement,  not  for  labor  alone,  but  for  the 
common  weal. 

“In  former  periods  when  an  industrial  re- 
action was  manifest,  employers  generally 
viewed  the  situation  from  their  own  im- 
mediate standpoint  only,  without  regard  to 
their  own  broad  interest  or  the  general 
good.  Their  first  recourse  was  to  that 
which  to  them  seemed  the  easiest  course  to 
continue  the  operation  of  their  plants — to 
find  markets.  They  reduced  wages.  Re- 
duction of  wages  followed  in  quick  order ; 
the  consuming  power  of  the  masses  was 
curtailed,  and  still  more  limited,  entailing 
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wholesale  discharges  of  workmen  who  were 
formerly  employed  in  producing  the  things 
the  masses,  the  workers,  formerly  consumed, 
inducing  and  giving  the  further  cause  to 
still  further  entailment  of  consumption  and 
production,  and  still  more  discharges  of 
workmen,  until  millions  were  unemployed ; 
the  wheels  of  industry  and  commerce  par- 
alyzed ; until  men  were  walking  the  high- 
ways and  byways  of  our  country  in  idle- 
ness, while  poverty,  hunger  and  misery 
stalked  through  the  land. 

“It  is  held  now  that  there  can  be  no  real 
natural  famine  in  the  world  because  of  the 
easy  facilities  with  which  the  remotest 
corners  of  the  earth  can  be  reached.  Sure- 
ly if  this  be  true,  and  no  informed,  sane, 
reasonable  being  disputes  it,  there  is  an  ut- 
ter absence  of  excuse  for  non-employment, 
hunger,  poverty  or  misery  in  our  land,  a 
land  so  richly  and  bountifully  blessed. 
When  idleness  and  its  consequent  misery 
are  permitted  to  come  among  our  people 
it  is  due  entirely  to  rapacious,  sordid  avar- 
ice. mismanagement  and  incompetency  on 
the  one  hand,  or  to  ignorant  indifference 
and  culpable  pliancy  on  the  other.  The 
employers  generally  typify  the  one  and  the 
workers  formerly  typified  the  other. 

“If  the  employers  followed  their  policy 
of  wage  reductions  in  previous  years  as  a 
supposed  way  out  of  industrial  stagnation, 
and  thereby  simply  accentuated  the  situa- 
tion, and  made  it  worse,  is  it  not  a logical 
inference  that  the  same  ruinous  policy 
would  be  pursued  in  the  present  era? 

“Are  all  the  dire  experiences  and  suffer- 
ings of  our  people  to  go  for  naught? 
Should  we  permit  ignorant  indifference  on 
our  part  to  make  us  culpable  for  a repeti- 
tion of  the  awful  conditions  which  followed 
in  the  wake  of  the  former  mischievous  and 
wrongful  course  of  our  employers,  or  shall 
we  continue  the  course  which  we  last  year 
declared  when  wfe  had  the  prescience  to 
foresee  the  danger  with  which  we  were 
threatened?  Organized  labor  then  called 
a halt  and  declared  the  entire  policy  of  wage 
reductions  unwise,  wrongful,  and  dangerous 
to  the  well-being  of  labor  and  of  all  our 
people. 

“We  were  fully  aware  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  prevent  all  wage  reductions, 


but  we  can  view  the  result  of  our  last  year’s 
declaration  of  policy  of  resistance  to  wage 
reductions  with  satisfaction  and  pride.  We 
can  challenge  our  critics  and  opponents  to 
compare  the  past  year,  when  we  were  con- 
fronted with  an  industrial  reaction,  with  a 
year  of  a similar  industrial  situation,  and  it 
will  demonstrate  beyond  cavil  or  doubt 
that — 

“First — Wage  reductions  have  been 
checked. 

“Second — The  industrial  situation  has  not 
become  acute,  as  was  the  uniform  course 
formerly. 

“Third — Much  idleness,  poverty,  suffer- 
ing and  misery  have  been  prevented. 

“Fourth — The  era  of  industrial  stagnation, 
as  compared  with  former  like  conditions, 
has  been  shortened. 

“Fifth — The  prospect  for  a revival  in 
industry  and  commerce  in  the  future  is 
brighter,  as  compared  with  any  similar 
previous  period. 

“Sixth — There  is  less  acute  feeling  of  un- 
rest among  workmen  and  employers  gener- 
ally. business  men  and  all  our  people. 

“Seventh — There  are  more  workmen  and 
employers  in  agreement  and  understand- 
ing. 

“Eighth — There  is  a more  general  effort 
to  bring  about  more  rightful  relations  be- 
tween workmen  and  employers. 

“Ninth — There  is  a better  conception  of 
the  rights  and  duties  of  man  to  man,  a more 
general  satisfaction  among  our  people  with 
the  present,  and  a more  gratifying  and 
hopeful  outlook  for  the  future. 

“The  results  of  labor’s  policy  are  our 
best  justification,  and  even  though  contem- 
porary comment  may  not  generally  accord 
us  the  credit  and  commendation  which  are 
justly  our  due,  we  have  the  knowledge  and 
satisfaction  of  the  lasting  service  and  bene- 
fit which  we  have  rendered  our  fellow  man. 

‘ Tn  considering  this  entire  subject  in  its 
economic  and  social  aspect,  we  dare  not  fail 
to  realize  the  difference  between  resistance 
to  wage  reductions  and  the  movements  for 
wage  advances  during  periods  of  industrial 
reactions. 

“It  is  a science  becoming  more  generally 
understood  by  labor  to  know  when  to  strike 
and  when  not  to  strike;  to  know  for  what 
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to  strike  and  for  what  not  to  strike.  It  is 
said  that  it  is  not  wise  to  strike  on  a so- 
called  ‘falling  market.’  It  can  not,  how- 
ever, successfully  be  gainsaid  that  a strike 
or  preparedness  to  strike  in  resisting  an 
offer  of  wage  reduction  will  prevent  the 
market  from  falling  still  lower.  It  may  not 
be,  and  undoubtedly  is  not,  wise  or  prudent 
to  strike  for  wage  advancement  on  a down- 
ward industrial  trend,  yet  it  is  better  that 
even  this  economic  error  be  committed  than 
a complacent  acceptance  of  wage  reduc- 
tions. 

‘‘May  I use  the  homely  phrase  of  say- 
ing that  we  are  not  yet  ‘out  of  the  woods,’ 
and  that  the  advice  and  watchword  should 
go  forth  from  this  convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  to  the  toilers  of 
our  country  to  resist  by  every  honorable 
and  lawful  means  at  their  command  any 
and  every  attempt  to  reduce  wages.  At  the 
risk  of  criticism,  I repeat  last  year’s  para- 
phrase that  in  the  offer  of  wage  reductions 
it  is  better  to  resist  and  lose  than  not  to 
resist  at  all.  The  resistance  will  at  least 
demonstrate  that  labor  is  an  equation  and 
factor  which  must  not  be  ignored  in  the 
material,  economic,  industrial,  commercial 
and  social  affairs  and  welfare  of  our  people 
and  our  country. 

“During  the  past  year  some  strikes  oc- 
curred, and  among  them  some  were  lost; 
that  is,  they  were  not  crowned  with  the  im- 
mediate success  for  which  they  were  in- 
augurated. And  it  is  not  only  just,  but 
timely,  to  say  that  each  of  these  failed  of 
its  object  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
men  did  not  profit  by  the  experience  of 
others,  and  take  time  by  the  forelock.  In 
times  of  industrial  tranquility,  and  while 
they  were  employed,  they  failed  to  contri- 
bute anything  like  commensurate  dues  in 
their  unions,  and  to  provide  themselves  with 
ammunition  of  industrial  contest,  a good 
treasury.  There  was  not  one  strike  which 
failed  during  the  entire  year  but  which  the 
leaders  and  management  were  confident 
could  and  would  have  been  crowned  with 
victory  if  but  a good,  round  sum  had  been 
in  the  treasuries  of  their  organizations. 

“Of  course,  no  one  pretends  or  believes 
that  all  strikes  can  be  won.  but  that  greater 
victories  will  be  won  and  fewer  defeats 


will  occur  when  our  unions  have  accumu- 
lated funds,  not  even  our  most  rabid  an- 
tagonists will  dispute. 

“But  apart  from  strikes  concretely  con- 
sidered, and  the  accumulation  of  funds  with 
which  to  win  them  when  undertaken,  there 
is  another  important  side  to  this  question 
to  be  considered,  and  that  is,  the  mainte- 
nance of  industrial  peace.  It  is  a condition 
for  which  we  may  devoutly  pray  and  work ; 
but  so  long  as  private  greed  or  short-sighted 
interests  dominate  the  judgment  and  ac- 
tions of  employers,  just  so  long  will  strikes, 
or  better  still,  the  preparedness  of  labor  to 
strike,  be  the  determining  factor  to  bring 
about  industrial  peace  on  a more  equitable 
basis,  and  to  prevent  an  industrial  rupture. 

“Wealth  and  the  combination  of  wealth 
are  the  means  and  the  power  of  the  employ- 
ers in  any  difference  or  dispute  with  labor 
as  to  the  conditions  of  employment.  Those 
possessing  means  and  power  yield  little  or 
nothing  to  those  of  opposite  interests,  when 
the  latter  possess  little  or  no  means  or 
power  to  resist  oppression.  We  must  come 
to  realize  what  a prominent  newspaper  re- 
cently frankly,  even  if  brutally,  uttered,  that 
‘there  is  no  sentiment  in  business.1  and  that 
‘industrial  plants  are  not  eleemosynary  in- 
stitutions.’ Altruism,  though  more  gener- 
ally preached,  is  not  practiced;  and  particu- 
larly does  this  apply  in  the  relations  of  em- 
ployers to  workers.  Though  we  may  con- 
tend that  ethical  considerations  should  en- 
ter into  the  discussion  of  the  wage  workers’ 
demands  for  a better  return  for  their  labor, 
their  rightful  demand  for  a higher  and  a 
better  life,  we  should  all  realize  that  the 
conception  and  desideratum  in  the  indus- 
trial problem  will  receive  a magnificent  im- 
petus when  labor  is  better  organized,  feder- 
ated and  equipped  with  means  and  power 
to  enforce  its  rights. 

“We  would  abolish  war,  industrially  as 
well  as  internationally;  but  its  abolition 
must  come,  and  it  will  come  from  con- 
scious power,  intelligent  and  broader  hu- 
manity. May  the  day  never  come  when 
peace  is  proclaimed  or  maintained  because 
of  the  inanition  of  the  workers.  Peace,  to 
be  desirable,  to  be  lasting,  advantageous, 
and  humane,  must  come  from  a virile  and 
intelligent  manhood.  We  want  no  peace. 
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and  there  never  will  be  peace,  founded  upon 
the  servility  and  degradation  of  the 
workers. 

“The  vantage  position  now  occupied  by 
labor  was  not  brought  to  it  on  a silver 
platter,  but  was  contended  for  and  won  by 
the  unity  of  workers,  by  the  burdens  which 
they  have  borne,  and  the  sacrifices  they 
have  made.  More  thorough  organization,  a 
greater  willingness  to  accumulate  funds  in 
the  unions,  the  spirit  of  fraternity  and  soli- 
darity, will  bring  their  own  reward  and  the 
recognition  not  only  of  employers,  but  of 
the  world.  It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  as 
a rule,  in  our  time,  those  who  have  no 
power  to  insist  upon  and  maintain  their 
rights  have  no  rights  to  maintain.” 

President  Gompers  also  touched  at  con- 
siderable length  upon  the  labor  situation  in 
Colorado.  His  report  upon  that  subject  is 
as  follows : 

“The  iniquitous  policy  of  the  so-called 
citizens’  alliances  has  had  its  fullest  fruition 
in  Colorado.  In  that  State  it  has  not  only 
of  itself  held  full  sway,  but  it  has  been  aided 
in  the  execution  of  its  edicts  by  the  execu- 
tive with  the  full  power  of  the  military. 
Indeed,  the  citizens’  alliance  had  but  the 
simple  declaration  to  make  as  to  its  wishes 
and  what  in  its  judgment  constituted  the 
law,  to  have  the  governor  of  the  State 
order  the  troops  to  the  most  convenient 
point  to  execute  what  was  accepted  as  a 
decree.  Civil  government  has  been  set  at 
naught,  and  constitutional  and  natural 
rights  and  guarantees  wantonly  trampled 
under  foot. 

“A  brief  resume  of  events  leading  up  to 
and  in  connection  with  the  outrage  against 
not  only  the  rights  of  labor  but  civilized  so- 
ciety, may  not  here  be  amiss.  Four  years 
ago  the  Colorado  legislature  passed  a law 
limiting  the  hours  of  labor  of  men  who 
worked  in  the  mines  and  in  (the  smelters  to 
eight  per  day.  The  courts  of  the  State  de- 
clared that  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  con- 
stitutional authority  vested  in  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  enactment  of  such  a law,  the 
act  was  void.  The  subsequent  legislature 
adopted  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
giving  the  legislature  the  needed  authority 
and  made  it  mandatory  upon  the  legislature 
to  enact  such  a law.  The  amendment  was 


submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of 
Colorado,  and  it  was  ratified  by  more  than 
47,000  majority,  and  thereby  became  a part 
of  the  State  constitution. 

“The  legislature  which  had  this  direct 
mandate  from  the  people  utterly  failed  to 
comply  therewith,  and  it  is  authoritatively 
asserted,  and  not  denied,  that  Governor 
Peabody  owed  his  nomination  and  election 
to  the  office  he  occupies  upon  the  distinct 
understanding  and  agreement  with  the 
prime  movers  of  the  so-called  citizens’ 
alliance  that  he  would  prevent,  if  possible, 
an  agreement  by  the  two  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature upon  any  eight-hour  bill ; or  that  if 
agreement  was  reached,  despite  his  effort, 
that  he  would  veto  such  a bill.  It  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  exercise  his  right  of 
veto,  inasmuch  as  his  efforts  to  prevent 
agreement  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  made 
the  exercise  of  that  function  unnecessary. 

“The  indignation  of  the  people  generally, 
particularly  the  working  people,  at  this  po- 
litical manipulation  and  trickery,  was  em- 
phatic, and  a keen  sense  was  clearly  mani- 
fested that  their  rights  and  interests  had 
been  flagrantly  betrayed.  Disputes  arose 
resulting  in  the  effort  to  enforce  by  private 
agreement  what  the  lawmakers,  the  mis- 
representatives  of  the  people,  had  failed  to 
do;  that  is,  the  establishment  of  an  eight- 
hour  workday. 

“In  several  instances  strikes  occurred : 
some  directly  for  the  eight-hour  day,  others 
in  sympathy.  At  once  a system  of  persecu- 
tion was  inaugurated  by  the  employers’ 
associations  which  assumed  the  title  of  citi- 
zens’ alliances.  Men  against  whom  no 
charge  of  wrongdoing  could  be  made  were 
dragged  from  their  homes  and  deported  to 
other  districts  and  to  other  States.  Public 
officials,  elected  by  the  people,  were  sum- 
moned before  secret  meetings  of  these 
greedy  monopolists,  and  simply  because  they 
refused  to  acquiesce  in  the  employers’  out- 
rageous conduct,  were  summarily  deposed 
from  office  and  the  agents  of  the  employers 
directed  to  usurp  these  offices  and  perform 
their  functions  and  duties.  In  one  instance 
a rope  with  a noose  at  the  end  was  tossed 
at  the  feet  of  an  officer  of  the  local  gov- 
ernment. elected  by  the  people,  with  the 
choice  given  him  of  peremptorily  resigning 
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his  office  or  to  take  the  consequences  of  the 
other  silent,  yet  effective,  alternative  pre- 
sented to  him. 

“The  governor  has  aided  and  abetted  this 
criminal  procedure,  and  utilized  the  mili- 
tary forces  of  Colorado  to  violate  every 
vestige  of  human  right  recognized  for  more 
than  seven  centuries,  as  wrung  from  an 
unwilling  monarch  in  the  magna  charter, 
asserted  in  the  declaration  of  independence, 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution  of  our  coun- 
try and  of  our  States,  and  fortified  by  every 
statute  in  our  land. 

“Governor  Peabody  not  only  declared 
martial  law  and  military  rule,  applying  to 
districts,  without  authority  of  law  and  in 
conflict  with  the  plain  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution of  Colorado,  but  he  even  demeaned 
himself  to  the  exercise  of  that  great  power 
to  apply  to  a single  individual.  Men 
charged  with  no  crime  or  offense  against 
the  laws  were  corralled,  and  with  the  butt 
end  of  a gun  or  at  the  point  of  a bayonet 
driven  like  cattle  into  a bull  pen,  while 
others  were  bodily  carried  or  driven  into 
another  State. 

“We  assert  that  under  no  circumstances 
had  the  governor  of  Colorado,  without  the 
Consent  of  the  legislature,  the  right  or 
authority  to  declare  martial  law  or  military 
rule;  that  holding  men  in  duress  in  that 
brutal  military  prison,  the  bull  pen;  that 
depriving  men  of  their  liberty  without  due 
process  of  law,  was  not  only  a brutal  out- 
rage of  the  rights  of  the  men  themselves, 
but  an  unblushing  wrong  to  all  men.  If 
the  miners  in  the  disturbed  districts  of 
Colorado  were  guilty  of  any  crime,  if  they 
violated  any  law  of  the  land,  there  are  in 
existence  upon  the  statute  books  laws  for 
their  apprehension  and  trial  before  the  duly 
constituted  courts  by  a jury  of  their  peers 
according  to  the  due  processes  of  law  as 
made  and  provided  in  such  oases. 

“The  tyrant  of  old  exercised  his  spleen 
with  those  from  whom  he  differed,  and 
deported,  banished,  or  exiled  them.  Civil- 
ized man  has  come  to  recognize  such  pun- 
ishments as  unjust  and  unnatural.  Even 
Russia  has  recently  abolished  the  decree. 
It  has  remained  for  the  unspeakable  Pea- 
body, governor  of  the  great  State  of 
Colorado,  to  revive  and  put  this  benighted 


punishment  into  execution;  and  this,  too, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  is  not  in  our 
country  one  scintilla  of  law  authorizing 
any  court  or  any  officer  to  deport,  banish 
or  exile  a citizen  from  his  State,  or  from 
the  country. 

“We  have  not,  can  not  and  will  not  con- 
done crime  or  unlawful  conduct.  We  love 
liberty  and  justice;  we  revere  the  institu- 
tions, the  history  and  the  traditions  of  our 
republic;  the  blush  of  shame  surmounts  our 
faces,  and  our  sense  of  honor  and  dignity 
rises  in  protest  against  so  foul  a blot  that 
a recreant  public  officer,  creature,  and  pup- 
pet of  sordid  greed,  should  have  so  be- 
smirched and  defiled  the  proud  record  and 
honored  name  of  a sovereign  State. 

“It  was  the  evident  purpose  of  that  un- 
holy combination  of  the  Citizens*  Alliance 
with  Governor  Peabody  to  destroy  the  in- 
dependence and  manhood  of  the  workmen 
of  Colorado  by  making  an  attack  upon  the 
effort  to  destroy  organized  labor  of  the 
State.  Their  declaration  that  their  attack 
was  not  directed  at  the  American  Federa- 
ton  of  Labor  is  disproved  by  their  bitter 
antagonism  to,  and  assault  upon,  the  affili- 
ated coal  miners  of  that  State.  That  they 
will  fail  in  their  destructive  tactics,  aye, 
that  they  have  already  failed,  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  more  workmen 
organized  in  Colorado  to-day  than  at  any 
time  in  its  previous  history;  that  organiza- 
tions formerly  in  rivalry  with  each  other 
have  amalgamated,  and  a greater  bond  of 
unity  and  fraternity  has  been  effected. 

“By  direction  of  the  Executive  Council 
I prepared  and  issued  a circular  to  our  af- 
filiated unions,  appealing  for  financial  aid, 
so  that  the  officers  of  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners  might  have  the  means  to 
bring  before  the  highest  federal  courts  of 
our  country  the  assertion  and  the  test  of  the 
natural  and  constitutional  questions  and 
right  involved  in  the  outrageous  conduct 
of  Colorado’s  officials.  We  are  firmly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
of  our  country  will  inevitably  reverse  a 
course  so  destructive  of  the  very  funda- 
mental principles  upon  which  our  republic 
is  based. 


“We  urge  upon  our  fellow  workmen  still 
greater  unity  and  federation.  They  should 
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not  only  insist  upon  the  punishment  of  the 
wrong-doers,  the  officials  who  have  so  vio- 
lently defiled  the  good  name  of  that  State, 
but  they  must  insist  upon  an  effective  eight- 
hour  law,  and  better  than  all,  be  so  united 
in  numbers,  purpose  and  spirit  as  to  in- 
augurate and  enforce  for  themselves  the 
eight-hour  workday. 

“May  we  not  also  entertain  the  hope  that 
inasmuch  as  unity  and  associated  effort  are 
recognized  as  essential  to  the  well-being  and 
progress  of  the  workers  of  our  country,  that 
the  lesson  so  costly  learned  may  bring  the 
metaliferous  miners,  and  all  other  interna- 
tional unions,  in  closer  affiliation  and  broth- 
erhood under  the  banner  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor?” 

Secretary  Morrison’s  report  shows  the 
Federation  to  be  in  an  excellent  condition 
both  numerically  and  financially. 

In  his  report  the  Secretary  gives  a tabu- 
lated table  showing  the  voting  strength  of 
the  various  international  unions  in  the  con- 
vention, which  voting  strength  is  based  on 
their  membership,  and  therefore  shows  the 
great  increase  of  the  various  international 
unions  during  the  last  ejght  years — the 
period  for  which  the  table  is  made.  Inter- 
national unions  are  entitled  to  one  vote 
for  each  one  hundred  members,  on  which 
per  capita  tax  is  paid.  The  table  shows  that 
in  1896  affiliated  international  unions  were 
entitled  to  a total  of  2,806  votes;  in  1897, 
2,747  votes  in  1898,  2,881  votes;  in  1899, 
3,632  votes;  in  1900,  5,737  votes;  in  1901, 
8.240  votes;  in  1902,  10,705  votes;  in  1903, 
15.238  votes;  in  1904,  17,363  votes.  From 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  delegates  from 
international  unions  alone  at  San  Francisco 
represented  a membership  of  1,736,300, 
which  does  not  include  the  membership  rep- 
resented by  delegates  from  the  various 
federal  unions  and  others.  By  a compari- 
son of  the  foregoing  it  will  also  be  ob- 
served that  the  delegates  from  international 
unions  at  San  Francisco  this  year  repre- 
sented 1,455,700  more  members  than  did  the 
delegates  from  the  various  international 
unions  in  1896,  a wonderful  increase,  in- 
deed. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
convention  was  taken  up  in  listening  to  re- 


ports of  the  various  committees,  and  the 
settling  of  jurisdiction  disputes. 

Among  the  various  resolutions  adopted 
was  one  favoring  the  extending  of  full 
citizenship  to  women,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : 


“ Resolved , That  the  best  interests  of- la- 
bor require  the  admission  of  women  to  full 
citizenship  as  a matter  of  justice  to  them, 
and  as  a necessary  step  toward  insuring 
and  raising  the  scale  of  wages  for  all.” 

Another  resolution  adopted  unanimously 
by  the  convention  condemns  the  high- 
handed proceedings  of  the  Citizens’  Alli- 
ance of  Colorado,  aided  and  abetted  by  the 
Governor  of  that  State,  which  resolution 
is  as  follows: 

‘ Whereas,  The  Governor  of  Colorado, 
acting  with  the  Citizens’  Alliance  in  its 
fight  on  labor  organizations  of  that  State, 
has  exhausted  every  form  of  oppression 
and  persecution. 

‘‘They  have  torn  men  from  their  families, 
imprisoned  them  in  bull  pens,  and  deported 
them,  not  only  to  other  counties,  but  to 
other  States. 

‘‘They  have  set  aside  every  constitutional 
provision  that  guarantees  the  citizen  the 
right  to  liberty,  and  try  to  restore  the  con- 
dition of  serfdom  that  obtained  in  the  mid- 
dle ages;  and 

Whereas,  The  people  of  the  State  of 
Colorado,  notwithstanding  that  they  voted 
for  the  Republican  candidate  for  President, 
yet . set  the  seal  of  condemnation  on  Gov- 
ernor Peabody  and  his  methods  by  defeat- 
ing him,  thus  showing  clearly  that  ad- 
herents of  all  parties  united  against  him ; 
and 

“Whereas,  Governor  Peabody  has  de- 
clared that  he  will  not  abide  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Colorado,  and  threatens  to  engage  in  civil 
war  if  he  can  not  usurp  the  place  of  Gov- 
ernor for  another  term,  therefore  be  it 

“ Resolved , By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  that  we 
condemn  in  most  unmeasured  terms  this 
threat  of  setting  aside  of  all  right  and  jus- 
tice by  this  minion  of  the  Citizens’  Alliance, 
who  ‘dressed  with  a little  brief  authority,’ 
tries  to  make  himself  a military  dictator, 
and  we  extend  to  the  people  of  Colorado 
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our  sympathy  in  being  afflicted  with  an  ex- 
ecutive who  has  not  the  saving  grace  of 
stepping  down  and  out  after  having  been 
summarily  repudiated  by  them.” 

An  assessment  of  one  cent  per  week  per 
member,  for  a period  of  three  weeks,  on  all 
members  of  affiliated  unions  was  voted  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Textile  workers  now  on 
strike  in  Massachusetts,  which  assessment 
is  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  interna- 
tional unions. 

All  the  retiring  officers  were  re-elected, 
as  follows : 

President — Samuel  Gompers. 

Secretary — Frank  Morrisom 

Treasurer — John  B.  Lennon. 

First  Vice-President — James  Duncan. 

Second  Vice-President — John  Mitchell. 

Third  Vice-President — James  O’Connell. 

Fourth  Vice-President — Max  Morris. 

Fifth  Vice-President — Thomas  I.  Kidd. 

Sixth  Vice-President — Dennis  A.  Hayes. 

Seventh  Vice-President — Daniel  J.  Keefe. 

Eighth  Vice-President — Wm.  J.  Spencer. 

Fraternal  Delegates  to  the  British  Trades 
and  Labor  Council — John  A.  Moffitt  and 
James  Wood. 

Fraternal  Delegate  to  Dominion  Trades 
and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada — Frank 
Feeney. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  chosen  as  the  next 
meeting  place  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 


THE  ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

fN  September  a voluntary  contribution  to 
the  Protective  Fund  was  asked  for 
from  the  entire  membership,  and  an 
invitation  was  also  extended  to  the  divi- 
sions to  contribute  if  they  felt  so  disposed. 

This  request  was  made,  as  explained  at 
the  time,  in  order  that  the  Protective  Fund 
might  be  put  on  such  a strong  footing 
that  it  would  be  equal  to  any  and  all  emer- 
gencies, not  only  for  the  present,  but  the 
future,  as  all  must  realize  that  in  these 
times  of  capitalistic  greed  an  organization 
can  not  have  too  large  a protective  fund, 
as  it  is  the  ‘‘sinew  of  war,”  whereby  the 
bringing  about  of  better  conditions  are  pos- 
sible. 

The  membership  generally  responded 
promptly  and  nobly  to  this  call.  True  there 


are  some  who  have,  not  responded — there 
are  always  a few  that  are  slow  in  respond- 
ing to  anything  in  every  organization — but 
it  is  expected  that  everyone  will  have  done 
so  in  the  course  of  a short  time.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  if  those  who  have  failed  to  do 
their  duty  in  this  regard  realized  that  pos- 
sibly they  would  be  the  next  ones  to  need 
the  protection  of  this  very  fund  they  would 
have  been  as  prompt  as  the  thousands  of 
others  that  remitted  as  soon  as  the  call 
reached  them.  In  these  days  of  advance- 
ment in  the  conditions  of  the  laboring 
classes,  where  every  dollar’s  increase 
granted  and  every  improved  condition  in- 
augurated is  begrudgingly  given,  generally 
speaking,  by  the  employer,  no  individual 
can  foretell  what  a few  days  will  bring 
forth;  no  one  knows  but  he  and  his  fellow 
workers  will  be  the  next  ones  that  will 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  that  last  weapon 
of  the  laborer — the  strike — in  order  to  re- 
dress his  wrongs  and  to  secure  justice.  The 
question  has  been  asked  if  a man  who 
has  failed  to  do  his  duty  by  responding  to 
such  a call  can  rightfully  expect  to  be  pro- 
tected by  this  fund  created  by  others,  if 
he  should  get  into  trouble?  There  is  but 
one  response — morally  he  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  such  a consideration,  but  it  is  safe 
to.  say  that  the  Organization  would  not 
be  as  unmindful  of  his  interests  in  the  event 
of  his  getting  into  trouble  as  he  had  been 
of  others'  interests  by  his  failure  to  re- 
spond to  a call  that  was  made  in  the  in- 
terests of  all  members  of  the  Organization. 

A complete  record  of  all  who  have  re- 
sponded to  this  call  has  been  kept,  and  in 
due  time  a way  will  be  found  of  letting 
it  be  known  who  is  entitled  to  be  on  the 
Roll  of  Honor  as  having  promptly  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  the  Organization, 
without  being  forced  to,  and  at  that  time 
if  there  are  any  who  have  not,  they  too 
will  be  known. 

Several  divisions  made  liberal  contribu- 
tions as  such,  and  it  is  understood  that 
several  other  system  divisions  now  have 
motions  before  their  General  Committees 
looking  towards  the  same  end. 

The  divisions  named  herein  have  contrib- 
uted the  amounts  set  opposite  their  names, 
which  contributions  were  as  divisions,  and 
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are  in  addition  to  the  individual  contribu- 


tions of  their  members : 

St  Louis  Division,  No.  2 $250  00 

Philadelphia  Division,  No.  4 100  00 

Union  Pacific  Ry.  System  Division, 

No.  6 100  00 

Philadelphia  Division,  No.  30 100  00 

Baltimore  & Ohio  Ry.  System  Di- 
vision, No.  33 100  00 

Long  Island  Division,  No.  44 50  00 

Portland  Division,  No.  50 31  50 

Denver  Division,  No.  77 20  00 

Waco  Division,  No.  56 10  00 

Meridian  Division,  No.  94 10  00 

Pere  Marquette  System  Division, 

No.  39  5 00 


It  is  hoped  that  every  member  who  has 
not  made  his  contribution  will  do  so  at 
once  in  order  that  when  the  permanent 
record  of  this  matter  is  made  it  will  show 
every  member  of  the  Organization  did  his 
duty. 


DEATH8. 

HE  Grim  Reaper  of  Death  has  fallen 
1(2))  with  a heavy  hand  upon  the  tele- 
graph  fraternity  during  the  last 
month.  Many  valiant  soldiers  who  have 
labored  in  the  cause  of  advancement  for 
their  fellow  men  have  gone  to  their  long 
and  last  resting  place.  Their  voices  have 
been  forever  stilled  so  far  as  this  world 
is  concerned ; loved  ones  and  their  friends 
mourn  their  departure. 

Among  those  that  have  gone  hither  are 
Jerry  N.  Weiler,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa., 
and  Joseph  Thompson,  of  New  York. 

These  two  members  have  for  years  been 
prominent  in  the  Organization.  Both  have 
been  delegates  to  many  sessions  of  the 
Grand  Division,  and  were  widely  known 
throughout  the  fraternity ; an  acquaintance 
meant  a high  personal  regard,  for  there 
were  none  that  knew  “Jerry”  or  ‘‘Little 
Joe.”  as  they  were  fondly  known  among 
their  friends,  but  what  knew  them  to  ad- 
mire and  respect  them  for  their  many  good 
qualities. 

To  speak  of  Mauch  Chunk  Division  was 
to  speak  of  “Jerry”  Weiler,  as  they  synony- 
mous of  each  other.  For  years  Bro.  Weiler 
was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Division 


No.  73,  and  one  of  the  foremost  advocates 
of  the  Order  in  that  territory.  Not  mly 
was  he  prominent  among  the  fraternity  of 
his  chosen  profession,  but  also  among  the 
whole  people  of  his  State.  He  served  for 
some  time  as  a member  of  the  State  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  and  later  was  the 
nominee  of  one  of  the  two  great  part*cs 
for  Congressman-at-Large.  He  also  held 
many  other  positions  of  trust. 

“Joe”  Thompson  has  for  years  been  an 
active  member  of  Division  No.  44.  He  was 
for  a long  time  Chief  Telegrapher  of  that 
division.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
a train  dispatcher  on  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road, but  this  fact  in  no  way  diminished 
his  ardor  for  the  Order  which  he  had  served 
so  well  for  many  years.  Bro.  Thompson’s 
death  was  due  to  an  accident.  In  stepping 
out  of  the  road  of  one  train  he  stepped  in 
front  of  another,  and  lived  only  a couple 
of  hours  after  being  struck. 

Both  of  these  members  leave  families 
and  an  unlimited  number  of  friends  to 
mourn  their  loss. 

May  peace  be  with  them. 


ELECTION8. 

PAT  HER  TIME,  in  his  rush  onward, 
is  again  about  to  usher  in  a period 
when,  according  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  Order,  general  elections  will 
be  held  in  both  Local  and  System  Di- 
visions. 

Section  40  of  the  Local  Division  Statutes 
provides  that  officers  of  Local  Divisions 
shall  be  elected  annually,  by  ballot,  at  the 
first  regular  meeting  of  the  Division  in 
February.  It  further  provides  that  Repre- 
sentatives and  Alternates  to  the  Grand 
Division  shall  be  elected  at  the  regular 
election  preceding  the  regular  session  of 
that  body. 

As  the  Grand  Division  convenes  in  bi- 
ennial session  on  the  second  Monday  in 
May  next,  Representatives  and  Alternates 
will  be  elected  by  all  Divisions  at  the  com- 
ing election. 

In  electing  Representatives  and  Alter- 
nates to  the  Grand  Division,  Divisions 
should  not  overlook  the  provision  of  Article 
IV,  Section  1.  of  the  Constitution,  which 
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applies  to  both  Local  and  System  Divisions, 
and  which  reads  as  follows : 

"Representatives  to  the  Grand  Division 
must  be  members  of  the  Order  in  good 
standing,  and  of  the  Division  which  they 
represent,  AND  MUST  BE  ACTIVELY 
EMPLOYED  IN  RAILROAD  SERVICE. 
No  member  shall  be  eligible  for  election  as 
Representative  or  Alternate  UNTIL 
SIXTY  DAYS  AFTER  ADMISSION 
INTO  THE  DIVISION.” 

The  election  of  officers  in  System  Di- 
visions is  conducted  in  a somewhat  dif- 
ferent manner  than  in  Local  Divisions. 
Section  69  of  the  System  Division  Statutes 
provides  that  Chairmen  of  Local  Boards  of 
Adjustment  and  Representatives  and  Al- 
ternates to  the  Grand  Division  shall  be 
elected,  biennially,  during  the  month  of 
February  next  preceding  each  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Division.  The  same 
section  further  provides  that  no  member 
shall  be  voted  for  for  any  office  who  has 
not  been  regularly  placed  in  nomination  for 
such  office  through  the  filing  of  a petition 
with  the  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  such  System  Division,  signed  by  three 
or  more  members  of  the  Order  working  on 
that  system,  nominating  him.  It  further 
provides  that  the  General  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall,  in  sending  out  the  ballots, 
accompany  them  by  a circular  letter  giving 
the  names  of  all  candidates  nominated  for 
each  office. 

Section  68  of  the  System  Division 
Statutes  provides  that  where  the  Local 
Boards  of  Adjustment  on  any  one  line  of 
railway  covered  by  a System  Division  ex- 
ceeds five  in  number  the  election  of  a 
General  Committee  may  be  provided  for, 
which  means  that  where  the  General  Com- 
mittee would  be  too  large  by  being  composed 
of  all  the  Local  Chairmen,  that  the  Division 
may  arrange  for  the  election  of  members 
of  the  General  Committee  in  addition  to  the 
Local  Chairmen,  in  which  case  the  Local 
Chairmen  do  not  serve  on  the  General  Com- 
mittee and  the  territory  covered  by  each 
member  of  the  General  Committee,  thus 
elected,  would  naturally  be  much  greater 
than  that  of  a Local  Chairman.  Where 
the  election  of  members  of  the  General 
Committee  are  arranged  for  under  the  pro- 


visions of  this  section,  they,  too,  are  elected 
at  the  regular  biennial  election. 

Section  69  further  provides  that  one 
official  ballot  shall  be  mailed  to  each  mem- 
ber qualified  to  vote,  and  that  the  members 
receiving  such  ballot  shall  write  in  ink.  in 
the  spaces  provided  thereon,  the  name  of 
the  candidate  for  whom  they  desire  to  vote 
for  each  office,  and  deliver  such  ballot  to 
the  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer  on  or 
before  February  28th,  either  in  person  or 
by  mail.  Each  member  is  entitled  to  cast 
one  vote  for  a!  Chairman  of  the  Local 
Board  of  Adjustment  for  his  District,  and 
one  vote  for  a Representative  and  Alter- 
nate from  his  District  to  the  Grand  Di- 
vision (and  also  one  vote  for  member  of 
the  General  Committee  from  his  District, 
if  their  election  is  arranged  for  separately, 
which  is  usually  only  done  on  large  System 
Divisions). 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  Representatives 
and  Alternates  the  section  quoted  further 
provides  that  the  General  Committee  on  each 
System  Division  shall  sub-divide  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  such  System  Division  into  as 
many  Districts  as  the  Division  is  entitled  to 
representatives  in  the  Grand  Division  and 
that  one  Representative  and  one  Alternate 
shall  be  elected  from  each  of  such  Districts. 
The  purpose  of  this  law  is  to  give  each 
section  representation. 

Members  desiring  to  present  the  name  of 
some  other  member  for  office  in  a System 
Division  must  prepare  a petition  nominating 
such  member  and  have  it  signed  by  at  least 
two  members  besides  themselves,  as  three 
signatures  to  a nominating  petition  is  nec- 
essary, and  they  all  must  be  members  of  the 
Division  in  which  the  nominations  are 
being  made,  and  in  good  standing.  Mem- 
bers with  dues  paid  to  December  31,  1904, 
are  in  good  standing  for  this  purpose. 
Members  should  bear  in  mind  that  a nomi- 
nating petition  for  each  person  nominated 
and  for  each  office  must  be  filed.  A mem- 
ber placed  in  nomination  in  the  regular  way 
by  petition  for  Local  Chairman  cannot  be 
voted  for  for  Representative  unless  he  has 
also  been  nominated  for  that  office  by  the 
filing  of  a regular  nominating  peti- 
tion. In  other  words,  one  member  can  be 
nominated  for  Local  Chairman  and  Repre- 
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sentative  to  the  Grand  Division,  but  there 
must  be  separate  petitions  filed  nominating 
him  for  each  of  the  offices  before  his  name 
can  be  submitted  for  the  two  offices. 

The  law  further  provides  that  no  ballots 
shall  be  sent  out  after  February  28th,  and 
that  the  ballots  shall  be  returned  to  the 
General  Secretary  and  Treasurer  on  or 
before  that  date.  It  is  customary  for  the 
officers  of  System  Divisions  to  ask  for 
nominations  and  to  name  a date  on  which 
nominations  will  close  and  ballots  be  sent 
out;  but  where  this  is  not  done  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  members  from  filing 
their  nominations  as  early  as  they  desire* 
and  they  should  be  particular  to  have  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  General  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  early  so  as  to  make  the  sending 
out  of  ballots  possible  not  later  than  Feb- 
ruary 10th,  so  as  to  give  every  one  ample 
opportunity  to  return  their  ballot  and  have 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  before  February  28th. 

In  making  nominations  for  Local  Chair- 
men and  members  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee (if  their  election  is  also  provided 
for)  members  should  bear  in  mind  that 
those  nominated  must  be  employed  on  the 
railroad  and  in  the  District  for  which  they 
are  nominated  to  represent. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  at  various  times 
in  these  columns  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
member  to  lend  to  -the  officers  of  the  Organ- 
ization. both  local  and  national,  their  un- 
qualified support  while  they  are  in  office. 
In  order  that  every  one  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  wish  as  to  whom 
shall  represent  them  in  the  various  ca- 
pacities, elections  are  provided  for  at  cer- 
tain periods.  Every  member  should  par- 
ticipate in  these  elections  in  order  that  the 
result  may  be  a true  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  majority.  All  members  should  look 
well  to  the  merits  of  the  nominees  and 
assist  in  electing  the  very  best  available 
men  to  represent  them  in  the  various  ca- 
pacities. Ability  is  necessary  to  fill  the 
most  humble  position  in  a Division  and  the 
membership  simply  further  their  own  in- 
terests by  electing  to  office  the  men  of 
the  greatest  ability.  It  is  a business  propo- 
sition. 


TRAVELERS’  GOOD8  & LEATHER 
NOVELTY  WORKERS’  STRIKE. 

STRIKE  of  the  Traveler’s  Goods 
|y  and  Leather  Novelty  Workers  of 

■ * St.  Louis  is  now  in  progress  in 

the  houses  of  Stromberg-Kraus  & Co., 
Herkert  & Meisel,  and  P.  C.  Murphy  Trunk 
& Bag  Companies.  This  is  the  third  time 
that  the  men  in  the  Stromberg-Kraus  & Co. 
have  been  called  out  since  August  8th  last, 
and  the  second  time  they  have  been  called 
out  in  the  other  two  concerns  since  that 
date.  In  the  settlement  of  the  strike  of 
August  8th,  the  firms  signed  contracts  in 
which  they  agreed  to  unionize  their  fac- 
tories, reduce  the  number  of  working  hours 
from  ten  to  nine  without  a reduction  in 
pay,  and  to  grant  a minimum  scale  of  $2.25 
per  day  for  journeymen  in  all  departments, 
working  by  the  day;  a minimum  scale  of 
wages  was  also  fixed  and  agreed  upon  for 
apprentices  and  other  workers  of  lesser  im- 
portance. The  differences  on  the  piece- 
work question  was  submitted  to  a board  of 
arbitration,  who  rendered  their  decision, 
which  generally  was  favorable  to  the  men. 

It  is  an  open  secret,  the  leaders  assert, 
that  it  his  been  the  acknowledged  inten- 
tion of  the  St.  Louis  firms  to  lock  out  their 
workmen  by  the  first  of  the  year,  and  en- 
deavor to  disrupt  their  organization. 

The  present  strike,  it  is  said,  is  due 
to  an  utter  disregard  of  the  provisions  of 
the  previous  settlements  by  the  firms  named. 
It  is  agreed  that  some  two  years  ago  these 
firms  entered  into  a compact  or  an  alliance, 
offensive  as  well  as  defensive,  which  was 
something  in  the  nature  of  the  Citizens’ 
Alliance,  since  which  time  it  is  said  that 
no  one  employed  by  any  one  of  the  con- 
cerns could  secure  employment  with  any 
of  the  others  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  the  firm  in  whose  employ  he 
might  be,  each  firm  having  a list  of  all 
the  employes  of  the  other  concerns. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  strikers  that  these 
firms  made  no  pretension  of  living  up  to 
their  contracts  made  on  and  after  August 
8th  last,  and  that  they  merely  entered  into 
them  until  a time  arrived  which  would  be 
more  favorable  to  them  to  attempt  to  crush 
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the  union.  The  first  step  in  this  direction 
was  taking  invoices  of  all  three  of  the  fac- 
tories at  the  same  time,  at  which  time  the 
men  were  laid  off,  and  when  the  factories 
were  ready  to  renew  operations,  some  of  the 
men  were  notified  by  postal  cards,  others 
verbally,  to  return  to  work,  but  all  those 
who  reported  for  work,  and  who  were  offic- 
ers or  active  members  of  the  Organization, 


were  told  that  their  services  were  no  longer 
required. 

The  Traveler’s  Goods  & Leather  Novelty 
Workers*  International  Union  then  took 
the  matter  up,  and  failing  to  reach  an  ami- 
cable settlement,  ordered  the  strike  which 
is  now  in  progress,  and  which,  the  officials 
of  the  Organization  declare,  will  continue 
until  their  grievances  are  righted. 


€Dm)RIAL  N0t€5 


The  Editor  is  again  at  his  desk. 


Four  hundred  and  thirty-three  new  mem- 
bers initiated  into  the  Order  in  November. 


Have  you  made  your  voluntary  contribu- 
tion to  the  Protective  Fund?  If  not,  why 
not? 


Members  should  watch  the  Grand  Di- 
vision page  of  each  issue,  and  make  a mem- 
orandum of  all  expulsions,  for  future  refer- 
ence. 


New  membership  cards  for  the  next  term 
have  already  been  forwarded  to  all  mem- 
bers who  have  paid  their  dues  for  that 
term.  Have  you  one? 


til  a satisfactory  settlement  is  reached.  No 
one  but  scabs  will  work  for  these  com- 
panies in  the  meantime. 


The  System  Division  on  the  New  York 
Central  Railway  has  been  put  into  opera- 
tion, absorbing  all  the  membership  of  nine 
local  divisions  located  on  that  line,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  membership  of  two 
other  divisions.  It  is  one  of  the  largest 
divisions  in  the  Organization. 


The  Chicago  Record-Herald  says:  “Af- 
ter a trial  of  the  telephones  in  train  dis- 
patching, the  Lake  Shore  is  reported  to 
have  decided  to  retain  the  telegraph  sys- 
tem.** The  Herald  must  be  “easy**  if  it 
ever  anticipated  any  other  course. 


At  the  time  of  going  to  press  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  is  still  in  conference  with  the  man- 
agement, assisted  by  President  Perham. 


Since  the  last  announcement  revised 
schedules  on  the  Canadian  Northern  and 
Buffalo,  Rochester  & Pittsburg  Railways, 
and  a new  schedule  on  the  Boston  & Maine 
Railway  have  been  secured. 


The  strikes  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  Ry.  and 
the  Terminal  Railroad  Association  of  St. 
Louis  continue,  and  will  be  continued  un- 


The  accompanying  is  an  engraving  of  an 
official  O.  R.  T.  gold  ring.  These  rings 
can  be  had  from  the 
Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  for  $4  50.  In 
ordering  them  it  is  only 
necessary  to  give  the  size 
desired,  which  information  can  be  secured 
from  any  jeweler. 


On  October  6th  some  member  remitted 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  two 
one-dollar  bills  with  a Protective  Fund  slip, 
but  failed  to  sign  his  name,  which  accounts 
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for  his  failure  to  receive  receipt.  The 
amount  was  duy  credited  to  the  Protective 
Fund.  The  Grand  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer would  like  the  name  of  the  remitter  in 
order  that  it  may  be  placed  opposite  the 
remittance. 


If  Card  No.  30725,  issued  to  Certificate 
10348,  Grand  Division,  for  term  ending 
December  31,  1904,  bearing  name  E.  W. 
Wilson,  is  presented,  take  up  and  forward 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
This  card  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  E.  G.  (-Peg”)  Randall,  who  secured  it 
under  the  name  of  Wilson,  through  mis- 
representations. 


Readers  of  The  Telegrapher  who  desire 
to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on  in 
the  ranks  of  that  body  so  closely  connected 
with  them  by  occupation — the  commercial 
telegraphers — will  be  able  to  do  so  by  sub- 
scribing for  the  Commercial  Telegraphers 9 
Journal,  the  subscription  price  of  which  is 
$1.00  per  year.  All  subscriptions  should  be 
sent  to  Will  C.  Long,  editor  and  manager, 
Room  530,  Motion  Building,  Chicago,  111. 


The  statement  issued  by  the  Bureau  of 
Immigration  for  the  month  of  October, 
1904,  shows  that  75,489  aliens  landed  at 


the  various  ports  of  entry  in  the  United 
States  during  that  month ; that  there  were 
744  debarred  from  entrance,  classified  as 
follows : Idiots,  3 ; insane  persons  and  epi- 
leptics, 9;  paupers,  or  likely  to  become  pub- 
lic charges  and  beggars,  453;  loathsome  or 
dangerous  contagious  diseases.  189;  con- 
vict laborers,  85;  under  provisions  of 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  1 ; no  certificate,  4. 
The  report  also  shows  that  there  were  71 
aliens  returned  by  the  immigration  author- 
ities after  landing.  The  total  number  of 
aliens  landed  in  the  United  States  during 
the  month  of  October,  1903,  was  81.516. 


The  “latest"  has  to  do  with  a delay  re- 
port of  a conductor  on  a local  freight  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  in  Louisiana.  In  the 
train,  so  it  is  said,  was  a car  of  onions  for 
Gretna  and  one  for  Algiers.  The  engineer 
of  the  train  lived  at  Gretna  and  the  con- 
ductor at  Algiers.  Each  raised  a garden 
The  sidings  at  both  places  were  well  filled 
with  cars.  There  was  a delay  of  twenty 
minutes  at  the  former,  and  an  hour  at  the 
latter,  caused  by  “pulling”  the  sidings  in 
order  to  properly  place  these  perishable 
cars.  A hair-pulling  scene  is  depicted  in 
the  superintendent’s  office  on  receipt  of  the 
delay  report,  which  read : “Delayed  twenty 
minutes  and  one  hour  at  Gretna  and  Al- 
giers, respectively,  setting  out  some  onions." 
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PERSONAL  MENTION 


NOTICE. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Telegrapher  the 
notice  of  expulsion  of  W.  Mangram  was 
made  to  show  him  to  have  been  expelled  for 
scabbing,  which  was  an  error,  as  he  was 
expelled  for  improperly  disposing  of  a pass. 


To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Schnably,  of 
Scott  Haven,  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  M.  Wheat,  of 
Agenda,  Kansas,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Dye,  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  a girl. 


The  following  births  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher: 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Smith,  of  Hogon, 
Ga.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Dunn,  of  Senox, 
Mich.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Pender,  of  Col- 
lins, Gav  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Carter,  of  Wal- 
lula,  Wash.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burch,  of  Rapid 
City,  Mich.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Banks,  of  Ka- 
hoka,  Mo.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  White,  of  Mon- 
treal, Que.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Tablot  of  Millers 
City,  Ohio,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  R.  K.  Hockett,  of 
Weldon,  la.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Spencer,  of 
Sidney,  Iowa,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Owens,  of  Silver 
Lake,  Mass.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  R.  P.  Seyfer,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Smith,  of  Ran- 
dolph, Minn.,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  McDonald,  of 
Palmdale,  Cal.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  D.  P.  Richardson,  of 
Gilmer,  Texas,  a girl. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  McDowell,  Jr.,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  a boy. 

To  Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  McQuarrie,  of 
Adrian,  Mich.,  a boy. 


The  following  marriages  have  been  re- 
ported since  the  last  issue  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher : 

Bro.  L.  H.  Ridout,  of  Division  53.  to 
Miss  Minnie  Lloyd. 

At  Britten,  S.  D.,  Bro.  John  Erickson,  of 
Division  70,  to  Miss  Annie  Stoa. 

At  Baltic,  Ohio,  Bro.  John  J.  Syler,  of 
Division  55,  to  Miss  Maud  Zinkon. 

At  Brooklyn,  111.,  Bro.  C.  C.  Morse,  of 
Division  126,  to  Miss  Grace  Russell. 

At  Mobile.  Ala.,  Bro.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  of 
Division  94,  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Forte. 

At  Providence,  R.  I..  Bro.  C.  N.  Chaufty, 
of  Division  35,  to  Miss  Lillian  J.  Bardy. 

At  Hillsboro,  Va.,  Bro.  F.  V.  Brayson. 
of  Division  33,  to  Miss  Margaret  Gaver. 

At  Giddings,  Texas,  Bro.  W.  W.  Lang- 
ham,  of  Division  57,  to  Miss  Ella  Wilson. 

At  Arvada^  Wyo.,  Bro.  W.  O.  Hinshaw, 
of  Division  130,  to  Miss  Caroline  Many. 

At  Kilmichael,  Miss.^Bro.  S.  B.  Hurt,  of 
Division  93,  to  Mrs.  Minnie  Burghardt. 

At  Wyalusing,  Pa.,  Bro.  Fred  W.  Lewis, 
of  Division  67,  to  Miss  Georgie  Snover. 

At  Ritzville,  Wash.,  Bro.  Ira  Julien,  of 
the  Grand  Division,  to  Miss  Ethel  King. 

At  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Bro.  Asa  Marshall, 
of  Division  67,  to  Miss  Kathryn  Myers. 

At  Elyria,  Ohio,  Bro.  H.  B.  Newton,  of 
Division  129,  to  Miss  Katheryne  M.  Ardnt. 

At  Richmond,  Va.,  Bro.  R.  M.  Foster,  of 
Division  40,  to  Miss  Bertha  Price  Bowles. 

At  Depere,  Wis.,  Bro.  Joseph  Vililesse. 
of  Division  76,  to  Miss  Birdie  Rabbideau. 
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At  Nother  East,  Md.,  Bro.  W.  C.  Rose, 
of  Division  58,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Alexan- 
deria. 

At  Washington,  D.  C.,  Bro.  E.  Q. 
Hunter,  of  Division  125,  to  Miss  Allene 
Melton. 

At  Washington,  D.  C.,  Bro.  C.  F.  Hay- 
den, of  Division  60,  to  Miss  . Iola  • Fitz- 
gerald. 

At  Brigham  City,  Utah,  Bro.  N.  W. 
Parker,  of  Division  53,  to  Miss  Olive 
Baugh. 

At  Henning,  Tenn.,  Bro.  G.  C.  Stevens, 
of  Grand  Division,  to  Miss  Jessie  D. 
Reaves. 

At  Waucome,  Iowa,  Bro.  Edward  F, 
Swehla,  of  Division  23,  to  Miss  Alice  Rose 
McGovern. 

The  Telegrapher  extends  congratula- 
tions to  the  happy  couples. 


The  following  deaths  have  been  reported 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher. 

At  Bangor,  Wis.,  Evan  L.  Morgan,  of 
Division  23. 

At  Weston,  Mo.,  Francis  M.  Sells,  of 
Division  72. 

At  Columbia,  Pa.,  Benjamin  A.  Lichty,  of 
Division  4. 

At  Dallas,  Texas,  Henry  John  Kline,  of 
Division  9. 

At  Laurium,  Mich.,  Frank  Hoisington,  of 
Division  116. 

At  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  J.  N.  Weiler, 
of  Division  73. 

At  Hawkston,  Ont.,  David  H.  Murray, 
of  Division  1. 

At  Sarnia,  Ont.,  William  W.  Van  Horn, 
of  Division  1. 

At  Howell,  Ark.,  Robert  Lee  Richards, 
of  Division  126. 

At  Welensburg,  Col.,  Bro.  Jos.  Jarrett, 
of  Division  49. 

At  Beaumont,  Texas,  Bro.  Allie  Emery, 
of  Division  53. 

At  New  Haven,  Conn,  father  of  Bro. 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  of  Division  29. 

At  Viola,  Mich.,  Mrs.  S.  G.  Baker,  wife 
of  Bro.  S.  G.  Baker,  of  Division  119. 

At  Washington,  D.  C..  Granville  Allen 
Southworth,  age  four  years  and  eight 
months,  son  of  Bro.  W.  J.  Southworth,  of 
Division  60. 


At  Garretson,  S.  D.,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Ham, 
sister  of  Bro.  O.  B.  Akers,  of  Division  70. 

The  bereaved  relatives  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  all. 


WANTED. 

Present  address  of  G.  P.  Easey,  last  heard 
of  in  St.  Louis.  Pat,  if  you  see  this,  write 
me  at  Harriman,  Tenn.  “Sl*' 

Present  address  of  Peat  McCormick.  I 
have  those  photos,  Peat.  Please  write  and 
I will  send  you  one.  D.  Eagin. 

Richmond,  Minn. 

Present  address  of  E.  L.  King.  Any  in- 
formation concerning  ham  will  be  appre- 
preciated  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  King, 

Gen.  Del.  Topeka,  Kan. 

Present  address  of  H.  S.  Rohr,  last  heard 
of  on  Southern  Pacific  at  Mill  City,  Nev. 
Write  your  old  pal.  Important. 

E.  L.  Lafferty, 

Gen.  Del.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Present  address  of  John  E.  Wenker,  for- 
merly agent  at  Blue  Hill,  Neb.  Last  heard 
from  was  located  in  Texas.  John,  if  you 
see  this,  write  me.  W.  F.  Denton, 
Sterling,  Neb. 

Present  address  of  C.  W.  Gaston,  last 
heard  of  working  at  Ennis,  Texas.  His 
mother  is  very  anxious  to  hear  from  him. 
Address  Mrs.  S.  A.  Gaston, 

1533  Bacon  St.,  St.  Louis t Mo. 

Present  address  of  E.  E.  Butler,  last  heard 
of  working  foF  Pennsylvania  Co.  at  “BI” 
Tower.  If  you  see  this,  Hooligan,  write  me 
at  home.  W.  H.  Dichinson, 

Harper,  Ohio. 

Present  address  of  N.  G.  Myatt,  worked 
for  P.  & L.  E.  R.  R.,  November,  1903.  Also 
address  of  F.  M.  Aughenbaugh,  worked  for 
P.  & L.  E.  R.  R.  January,  1904.  Important. 
Address  P.  O.  Box  15, 

Wampum.  Pa. 

Present  address  of  J.  E.  Ryan,  last  heard 
of  was  working  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  about  a 
year  ago.  Any  one  knowing  his  where- 
abouts will  confer  a great  favor  by  ad- 
vising me.  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Ryan, 

Suison  City.  Cal. 

Present  address  of  D.  C.  Kemp,  last 
heard  of  was  working  for  the  Choctaw. 
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Oklahoma  and  Gulf.  Any  one  knowing  his 
whereabouts  will  confer  a favor  by  advising 
me.  Dave,  if  you  see  this,  write  me  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  care  W.  U.  Tel.  Co. 

Chas.  C.  Webner. 

Present  address  of  J.  E.  Holmes,  last 
heard  of  was  working  at  Tipton,  Wyo.,  for 
U.  P.  Ry.  Any  one  knowing  his  where- 
abouts will  confer  a favor  by  addressing 
F.  E.  Fizell, 

Two  Harbors,  Minn. 

Care  D.  & I.  R.  Ry. 

Present  address  of  Harvey  A.  Place, 
whose  home  is  in  Monroeville,  Ind.  His 
father  is  dead  and  his  mother  is  very  ill. 
Any  one  knowing  his  address  will  confer  a 
great  favor  by  addressing 

Mrs.  Jessie  Place, 
Monroeville,  Ind. 

Present  address  of  the  following:  A.  S. 

Eastman,  last  address,  Monett,  Mo. ; W.  I. 
Schultz,  Monett,  Mo.;  Geo.  F.  Kuigtot,  last 
address,  Rushville,  Mo. ; W.  E.  Brown,  last 


address,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. ; F.  H.  Hooper, 
last  address,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Any  one 
knowing  their  present  address  will  confer 
a favor  by  advising  W.  E.  Reese,  Lock  Box 
682,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 


LOST  OR  STOLEN. 

Card  No.  4688,  Cert.  203,  Division  57,  for 
the  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  1157,  Cert.  1659,  Division  72, 
for  the  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  70 2,  Cert.  6277,  Grand  Division, 
for  the  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  27493.  Cert.  1285,  Division  23, 
for  the  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  4663,  Cert.  44,  Division  23, 
for  the  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  32573,  Cert.  8757,  Grand  Di- 
vision, for  term  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Card  No.  28621,  Cert.  9869,  Grand  Di- 
vision, for  the  term  ending  December  31, 
1904. 


WESLEY  RUSSELL. 

General  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Commercial  Telegraphers’  Union  of  America. 
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Honesty  needs  no  advertising. 

* * * 

Mockery  is  the  fume  of  little  hearts. 

* * * 

A good  hen  can’t  do  much  with  a bad  egg. 

* * * 

In  the  simple  life  there  is  true  happiness. 

♦ * * 

You  can  never  plan  the  future  from  the 

past. 

* * * 

Your  home  first,  your  kids  next,  your 
thirst  last. 

* * * 

Many  men  call  their  own  carelessness 
and  inactivity  fate. 

* * * 

It’s  all  right  to  live  and  learn,  if  you 
learn  the  right  things. 

* * * 

It’s  all  right  to  bottle  your  wrath,  pro- 
vided you  cork  it  up. 

* * * 

The  largest  room  in  the  world  is  the 
room  of  self-improvement. 

* * * 

A man  is  judged  by  his  bank  roll.  Not 
by  what  he  did  to  get  it. 

* * * 

The  manner  in  which  we  judge  others 
indicates  our  point  of  view. 

* * * 

Worldly  success  often  depends  upon  know- 
ing just  when  to  tell  the  truth. 

♦ * * 

Organized  labor  is  striving  every  day  to 
better  the  conditions  of  the  masses. 

* * * 

By  making  a bluff  at  being  busy  some 
men  are  able  to  dodge  a lot  of  work. 


Modesty  is  a great  virtue,  but  a man 
seldom  gets  his  salary  raised  on  the  strength 
of  it. 

* * * 

Many  a man  who  wouldn’t  think  of  tell- 
ing a lie  is  an  adept  at  side-stepping  the 
truth. 

* * * 

Lost  time  is  never  found  again,  and  what 
we  call  time  enough  always  proves  little 
enough. 

* * * 

Old  age  pensions  amounting  to  $7,056*970 
were  distributed  to  12,481  persons  in  New 
Zealand  last  year. 

* * * 

If  we  had  no  failings  ourselves  we  should 
not  take  so  much  pleasure  in  finding  out 
those  of  others. 

* * * 

One  peculiarity  about  money  is  that  it 
takes  so  much  longer  to  earn  it  than  it 
does  to  spend  it. 

* * * 

So  far  as  progress  and  civilization  are 

kept  moving,  it  is  the  workers  who  furnish 
the  motive  power. 

* * * 

Still  the  world  appears  to  be  several 
generations  distant  from  a flying  machine  in 
which  you  would  care  to  trust  your  family. 

* * * 

Thirty  per  cent  of  those  employed  in  the 
textile  industry  in  the  State  of  Alabama 
are  reported  to  be  under  the  age  of  sixteen 

years. 

* * * 

One  of  the  largest  locomotives  in  the 
world  is  run  by  compressed  air  with  a 
pressure  of  from  600  to  900  pounds  per 
square  inch.  It  runs  between  Alamogordo 
and  Canon,  New  Mexico,  a 51-mile  stretch 
up  the  mountains.  It  weighs  140  tons. 
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The  engines  of  the  first  steamer  that  ever 
crossed  the  Atlantic  have  been  recovered 
off  the  coast  of  Cork,  after  more  than  fifty 
years’  immersion. 

* * * 

The  trouble  with  some  people  is  that  they 
allow  themselves  to  be  discouraged  by 
criticism,  and  the  trouble  with  others  is 
that  they  do  not. 

* * * 

There  are  44,000  hotels  in  the  United 
States,  representing  an  invested  capital  of 
over  $6,000,000,000.  These  establishments 
employ  3.500.000  persons. 

* * * 

You  may  find  honor  among  thieves,  truth 
imong  liars  and  wisdom  among  fools,  but 
you  will  never  find  a spark  of  manhood, 
or  principle  in  the  make-up  of  confirmed 
knockers. 

* * * 

There  are  a thousand  ways  of  lying,  but 
all  lead  to  the  same  end.  It  does  not 
matter  whether  you  wear  lies,  tell  lies,  act 
lies,  or  live  lies,  your  character  is  ruined 
all  the  same. 

*■  * ■ * 

The  trade  unions  are  exactly  what  the 
wage-workers  are,  and  can  be  made  exactly 
what  they  please  to  make  them — active  or 
sluggish,  keen  or  dull,  broad-gauged  or 
narrow,  useful  or  useless. 

* * * 

Trade  unionists  use  the  term  ‘labor”  in 
no  narrow  sense ; they  use  that  word,  not 
as  a class,  but  as  a generic  term,  implying 
all  the  methods — all  the  right,  all  the  truly 
productive  methods — by  which  men  derive 
their  substance  from  the  earth. 

♦ * * 

Twelve  million  six  hundred  thousand  is 
the  estimate  of  the  number  of  the  famous 
Rocky  Ford  cantaloupes  shipped  from  the 
Rocky  Ford  district,  in  Colorado,  this  sea- 
son. Seven  hundred  cars  were  sent  out, 
as  against  592  carloads  the  previous  year. 

* * * 

The  statement  oft  repeated  that  a Jap 
will  fight  for  twenty-four  hours  on  a ration 
of  two  or  three  beans  and  a sip  of  tea  is 
at  last  explained.  The  Japanese  is  not  the 
common  horticultural  bean  with  which  our 


gardens  are  acquainted,  but  a vegetable 
often  a yard  in  length  and  large  enough 
to  fill  a quart  measure.  A single  bean 
makes  a meal  for  a hungry  plowman. 

* * * 

Japan  has  4.236  miles  of  railway,  of  which 
210  miles  were  constructed  in  1903.  The 
number  of  passengers  carried  on  these  rail- 
ways in  1903  exceeded  110,000,000;  the 
freight  transported  was  16,122,671  metric 
tons,  and  the  cash  receipts  amounted  to 
about  $23,800,000. 

* * * * 

The  most  common  form  of  color  blind- 
ness is  an  inability  to  distinguish  red.  Last 
year  thirty-four  officers  and  would-be  of- 
ficers of  the  British  mercantile  marine 
service  failed  on  their  color  tests,  twenty- 
three  being  red  blind  and  the  remainder 
unable  to  distinguish  green.  The  4,600 
candidates  for  certificates  were  also  sub- 
mitted to  the  form  vision  tests  and  twenty- 
two  of  them  failed  to  distinguish  the  form 
of  the  object  submitted. 

♦ * * 

The  death  roll  due  to  wars  during  the 
last  century,  Professor  C.  Richer,  of  the 
faculty  of  medicine  in  Paris,  sums  up 
in  a grand  total  of  14,000,000.  He  divides 
this  as  follows:  Napoleonic  wars,  8,00a- 

000;  Crimean  war,  300,000;  Italian  wars, 
300,000;  American  civil  war,  500,000; 
Franco-German  war,  80,000;  Russo-Turkish 
war,  400.000;  civil  wars  in  South  America, 
500,000;  various  colonial  expeditions  in 
India,  Mexico,  Tonquin,  South  Africa,  etc., 
3,000,000. 

* * * 

An  umbrella  small  enough  to  go  inside 
a pocket  is  a recent  invention.  It  is  de- 
signed on  the  principle  of  the  telescope, 
and  consists  of  a scries  of  telescopic  slides, 
a carrying  case  and  a piece  of  silk  covering. 
On  opening  the  case  in  which  it  is  contained 
the  contents  resemble  a bundle  of  steel 
rods  in  a wrapping  of  silk.  These  are,  with 
a little  manipulation,  converted  into  an 
umbrella  of  the  orthodox  shape,  the  short 
handle  of  which  draws  out  into  a stick 
of  the  requisite  length.  The  cover  is  de- 
scribed as  being  quite  as  stout,  tight  and 
rain-resisting  as  a first-class  umbrella  of 
the  old  style. 
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MADE  A DIFFERENCE. 

©ROWN  got  up  the  other  morning 
with  a dark  red  gleam  in  his  eyes 
and  a dark  brown  taste  in  his  mouth, 
but  as  he  descended  to  the  breakfast  room 
he  assumed  a cheeriness  that  was  intended 
to  conceal  his  condition  from  Mrs.  Brown. 


A.  D.  RIDGEWAY, 

Expelled  on  November  19th,  1904,  by  St. 

Louis  Division,  No.  2,  on  the  charge 
of  scabbing  and  spotting. 

“Ah,  my  dear,”  said  he,  rubbing  his 
hands  briskly  as  he  approached  the  table, 
“what  have  we  for  breakfast  this  morn- 
ing?” 

“Nothing  much,  Walter,”  she  replied. 
“Just  some  nice  cantaloupe  and  some  bacon 
and  eggs.” 


Brown  choked  a hiccough  before  it 
reached  the  surface,  but  lost  his  grip  on 
his  good  intentions  in  strangling  it. 

“Bacon  and  eggs !”  he  sniffed.  “Good 
heavens,  woman ! Can’t  you  ever  think  of 
anything  else?  We’ve  had  bacon  and  eggs 
every  morning  for  six  weeks!” 

“If  you  can  wait  a few  minutes,  dear. 
I’ll  have  the  cook  broil  a chicken  for  you,’* 
Mrs.  Brown  said,  meekly. 

“But  I can't  wait,”  snapped  Brown,  “and 
you  know  I can’t  wait.  Bacon  and  eggs! 
I’ll  go  to  a hotel  for  my  breakfast,  and — 
and  you  needn’t  expect  me  home  for  dinner. 
Bacon  and  eggs!” 

Brown  grabbed  his  coat  and  hat  and 
flouted  out,  leaving  meek  Mrs.  Brown  in 
tears.  He  drowned  another  attack  of  hic- 
coughs with  a brace  of  “bracers”  at  the 
hotel  bar,  and  then  entered  the  dining- 
room. 

“What  have  you  got  that’s  particularly 
appetizing?”  he  asked  of  the  waiter. 

“How  would  you  like  a nice  squab 
chicken,  broiled?”  the  waiter  inquired. 

“No;  I don’t  want  any  chicken.  Tired 
of  it,”  snapped  Brown. 

“Or  some  broiled  lamb  chops,  with  hash 
browned — ” 

“No  lamb  chops  for  me.  No  hashed  any- 
thing!” 

“Some  sort  of  fish,  perhaps?” 

“Not  on  your  life.  No  ptomaines;  not 
any.” 

“Or  an  omelette?” 

“Nix.” 

“Or  some  bacon  and  eggs?” 

“Ah,”  said  Brown,  rubbing  his  hands  in 
satisfaction.  “Now  you’re  hitting  me  where 
I live!  Some  bacon  and  eggs,  to  be  sure; 
and  hurry  them  along,  for  I’m  half  starved.” 
—New  York  Press. 
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THE  HOLD-UP. 

T is  nearly  five  years  since  I have 
worked  at  my  former  trade,  that  of 
telegrapher.  My  present  business  car- 
ries me  from  one  city  to  another,  and  often 
to  the  smaller  villages,  where,  sometimes, 
I make  friends  with  my  former  brothers. 

Some  weeks  ago,  I passed  the  night  in  a 
small  village  of  western  Pennsylvania. 
There  was  but  little  for  me  to  do  that 
moonlight  summer  evening,  so  I decided  to 
take  a walk,  and  about  9:00  o'clock  passed 
by  the  railway  station.  There  was  no  light 


I explained  that  the  machine  was  one  of 
a make  with  which  I was  familiar,  so  taking 
off  my  coat  we  worked  together  for  some 
time,  till,  though  covered  with  dirt  and  oil, 
we  succeeded  in  righting  the  fault. 

When  we  returned  after  a five-minute 
trial  ride,  we  went  inside,  cleaned  up,  and 
were  soon  comfortably  seated  in  the  office. 
After  half  an  hour’s  conversation  the  oper- 
ator told  me  how  he  came  into  possession 
of  the  automobile. 

“One  evening,"  he  said,  “the  landlady 
was  telling  me  some  extracts  from  the  vil- 


S.  M.  Wallace.  P.  C.  Balcom.  T.  J.  Johnson. 

SOLID  O.  R.  T.,  ATHENS,  TEXAS,  COTTON  BELT  RY. 


in  the  office,  but  through  the  open  freight- 
room  door  a broad  band  of  light  fell  across 
the  platform  and  tracks.  When  in  front 
of  the  door  my  eyes  beheld  a strange  sight 

In  the  middle  of  the  floor  stood  an  auto- 
mobile, on  a dry  goods  box  to  the  left  stood 
the  office  lamp,  on  the  floor  near  by  sat  a 
lantern,  while  underneath  the  machine  was 
the  operator.  After  standing  a couple  of 
minutes  unobserved  in  the  doorway,  I said, 
“You  seem  to  be  in  trouble.  Do  you  know 
where  the  trouble  is?" 

“Hello,  there ! I did  not  see  you,"  he 
said.  “No,  I don't  know  where  the  trouble 
is,  but  it  is  there  all  right." 


lage  history,  while  I was  hurriedly  devour- 
ing my  supper.  I was  late  that  evening 
and  wished  to  relieve  the  agent  as  soon  as 
possible.  At  odd  times  the  landlady  told 
me  of  most  of  the  village  troubles  for  the 
past  twenty  or  thirty  years,  but  to-night  she 
seemed  to  have  nearly  run  out  of  material. 
Suddenly,  however,  she  asked,  ‘Did  you 
ever  see  anything  of  that  telegraph  line  the 
boys  used  to  have  cut  in  over  at  the  sta- 
tion ?’ 


“No,"  I said,  mechanically;  “did  there  use 
to  be  one  in  there?” 

“Yes,  there  used  to  be  a line  in  there. 
About  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  nearly  every 
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boy  in  the  village  could  telegraph  some. 
Over  a dozen  of  them  united  into  what  they 
called  a ‘corporation,’  or  something  of  the 
kind.  They  built  a small  line  of  their  own 
— it  was  a real  line,  too — each  of  the  boys 
sent  away  and  got  an  instrument  (Willie’s 
is  up  in  the  attic  now),  and  they  put  up 
the  wires.  The  line  went  into  half  the 
houses  here  and  ran  back  through  the  hills 
four  or  five  miles.  Why!  You  know  the 
time  Hank  Johnson’s  barn  burned,  that  boy 
o’  his’n  just  sent  word  down  over  the  line 
and  the  bucket  brigade — ” 

“But  I had  finished  my  supper,  was  out 
the  door,  and  down  the  steps  while  she  still 
told  of  the  fire. 

“It  was  not  polite  to  go  off  while  she 
was  still  talking,  but — well,  the  first  day 
I was  here  I did  wait  for  her  to  stop — it 
was  a quarter  of  eight  that  night  when  the 
agent  started  for  home. 

“To  go  on  with  my  story,  I was  kept 
rather  busy  that  night  till  after  No.  2 had 
gone.  Then  came  a lull,  the  instruments 
were  quiet,  but  the  wires  were  wailing 
loudly,  and  the  wind  was  whistling  around 
the  corners  of  the  station.  I sat  there  doz- 
ing till  I remembered  the  old  lady’s  tale  of 
the  private  wire  that  had  entered  here  be- 
fore we  organized.  Oh,  this  place  used  to 
be  a flourishing  factory ; about  every  family 
has  a son  working  as  an  operator  some- 
where. 

“Well,  I took  a lantern  and  went  into 
the  freight  room.  At  length  I found  the 
wire  and  traced  it  into  the  battery  room, 
where  I made  a discovery.  On  one  of  the 
shelves  were  about  a dozen  dry  batteries,  all 
connected  to  this  unused  line.  Wonderingly 
I followed  the  wire  again;  it  ran  into  the 
office,  along  the  wall  to  the  agent’s  desk, 
thence  to  the  ground.  On  moving  a pile 
of  old  papers  and  dusty  books,  I found  a 
sounder.  It  is  a crude-looking  affair,  large 
and  clumsy.  I tightened  the  spring  a little, 
and  would  you  believe  it,  that  sounder  be- 
gan to  click.  On  adjusting,  I read,  ‘Order 
No.  97  to  C.  & E.  No.  7 — .’  You  can 
imagine  my  surprise,  for  that  was  what 
was  going  over  the  train  wire.  In  fact, 
that  sounder  and  the  train  wire  were  work- 
ing in  unison.  Soon  the  wires  were  quiet, 
but  to  my  consternation  the  sounder  began, 


‘Tt  forty  mins,  on  7 fixes  us  o.  k.  I can 
get  the  new  igniter  on  this  auto  and  we 
will  make  the  cut  ahead  of  ’em  yet.  ‘Es,’ 
guess  we  will  get  our  $30,000  apiece  after 
all.’  Just  then  the  dispatcher  began  call- 
ing again  and  their  conversation  was  in- 
terruped. 

“What  did  it  all  mean ? An  igniter?  An 
automobile.  The  cut.  The  $30,000?  Then 
like  a flash  it  came  to  me.  There  was  a 
plan  to  hold  up  No.  7;  they  were  coming 
in  an  auto,  but  the  machine  had  broken 
down.  One  of  the  men  was  separated  from 
the  other,  but  both  were  where  they  could 
get  to  the  line  and  some  way  they  had 
tapped  our  wire.  I called  the  dispatcher 
on  the  other  wire  and  told  him  what  I had 
heard.  He  believed  as  I did,  and  immedi- 
ately notified  the  sheriff.  Arrangements 
were  soon  made  to  receive  the  men  with 
due  ceremony.” 

The  Western  Union  wire  began  calling 
just  then,  and  after  taking  a couple  of 
messages,  Dean,  for  that  was  the  operator’s 
name,  said,  “Come  on;  let’s  go  for  a walk; 
I’ll  deliver  these  and  finish  my  story  on  the 
way.” 

After  we  had  gotten  outside,  he  contin- 
ued, “When  everything  had  been  attended 
to,  there  was  still  an  hour  before  the  train 
would  arrive,  so  I decided  to  find  out  how 
it  was  that  the  train  wire  had  worked 
through  onto  the  private  line.  Taking  my 
lantern  and  going  into  the  freight  room 
again,  I began  an  investigation.  After 
searching  for  some  time,  and  having  all  but 
given  up,  I thought  I heard  the  clicking  of 
a relay  above  me.  I climbed  up  into  the 
attic  and  there,  sure  enough,  was  the  relay. 
It  was  brand  new,  and  was  cut  in  on  the 
train  wire.  The  private  line  had  been  cut 
and  the  ends  of  the  wire  were  fastened 
under  the  local  binding  posts.  It  was  all 
clear  then,  the  relay  had  repeated  to  the 
short  line,  but  the  sending  on  that  line  had 
not  affected  the  main  line  any  more  than 
disconnecting  a wire  from  a local  sounder 
does. 

“About  twenty  minutes  before  the  train 
was  due  I set  the  west-bound  board  at 
clear,  and  started  for  the  scyne  of  the  ex- 
pected hold-up.  Had  I been  more  thought- 
ful I should  never  gone  off  leaving  my  rc- 
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volver  lying  on  the  table,  but  we  all  have 
our  irrational  moments. 

“It  was  dark,  yet  even  that  darkness  was 
intensified  by  the  flashes  of  lightning  that 
every  now  and  then  lit  up  the  western  sky. 
I managed  to  stumble  along  the  track  till 
I reached  the  cut.  It  is  a long,  deep  one, 
through  which  the  track  curves  as  it  de- 
scends a steep  grade.  Near  the  farther  end 
of  the  cut  a drive  road  crosses  overhead 
on  a light  wooden  bridge.  As  I passed  be- 
neath this  bridge  I heard  the  chugl  chug! 
of  an  approaching  automobile.  By  the  time 
I reached  the  end  of  the  cut  the  machine 
had  reached  the  overhead  bridge.  The  white 
light  from  its  powerful  headlight  made  the 
trees  and  the  bridge  visible  for  a moment, 
but  like  an  inferior  train  they  covered  their 
headlight.  Then  I heard  steps  descending 
the  path  which  ended  near  where  I was 
standing.  It  was  then,  too,  that  I dis- 
covered I had  left  my  gun  at  the  office. 
That  spoiled  my  plans  entirely;  all  there 
was  left  for  me  to  do  was  to  hide  behind 
the  large  boulder,  which  lay  near  at  hand. 
Two  voices  approached,  passed,  and  then  I 
ascended  the  path  down  which  they  had 
come.  I intended,  if  possible,  to  hinder  a 
retreat  if  they  should  attempt  to  make  one, 
but  they  never  did. 

“Little  did  the  two  below  think  a third 
knew  of  their  plans,  much  less  was  watch- 
ing them. 

“Below  me  there  was  the  sudden  flash  of 
a lighted  match,  then  the  evil  glow  of  a 
red  lantern.  I could  just  distinguish  the 
two  forms  as  they  stood  talking  in  an 
undertone. 

“In  a few  minutes  we  heard  the  approach- 
ing express,  then  suddenly  the  electric  head- 
light of  the  locomotive  made  the  cut  as 
bright  as  day.  The  man  with  the  lantern  was 
standing  on  the  track,  while  the  other  hid 
behind  the  same  rock  which  not  long  before 
had  sheltered  me.  The  engine  passed  them 
a few  feet  and  stopped.  They  rushed  for- 
ward to  their  work  but  it  was  never  ac- 
complished. When  they  saw  they  had  been 
trapped,  they  put  up  a strong,  but  losing, 
fight.  They  were  both  severely  wounded 
and  never  regained  consciousness  after  be- 
ing taken.  There  was  no  way  of  identify- 
ing them,  although  some  of  the  old  resi- 


dents thought  they  resembled  a couple  of 
the  Franklin  boys  who  used  to  live  near 
here.’*  - 

We  had  now  reached  the  place  where  the 
message  was  to  be  delivered,  and  Dean  left 
me  alone  a few  minutes.  When  he  returned, 
he  finished  by  saying,  “Well,  the  train 
pulled  out  and  I was  left  alone  with  the 
machine.  I didn’t  like  to  leave  it  there, 
and  as  I knew  something  about  them,  I 
started  the  engine  and  rode  back  to  the 
station. 

“No  one  has  disputed  my  right  to  the 
machine,  and  until  they  do  I shall  keep  it.” 


HARRY  H.  HULL, 

Acting  General  Chairman,  General 
Committee  C.  B.  & Q.  Ry. 


We  walked  on  in  silence  till  we  reached 
the  office  again.  After  we  were  inside,  I 
asked,  “Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of 
that  automobile?”  “Yes,  indeed;  it  is 
8769A”  he  replied. 

I saw  the  look  of  wonder  in  his  face  as 
I asked  the  question,  so  I hurried  on  to 
explain : “Seven  weeks  ago  I sold  that 

machine  to  two  men  who  were  both  oper- 
ators. I have  in  this  note-book  the  only 
record  of  that  purchase,  in  which  their 
names  are  mentioned,  and  this  record  I 
shall  destroy.  I am  very  much  surprised  to 
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learn  of  this,  but  I believe  I can  give  you 
the  only  explanation  there  is  for  their 
action.  They  were  ‘nons  !’  ” 

Cert.  127,  Div.  92. 


SUCCESS  TURNED  HIS  HEAD. 

CTASPER  HEMPSTEAD  had  wandered 
I up  and  down  the  hot  and  dusty  streets 
of  Rutledge  for  a week  asking  for 
work,  but  apparently  he  was  as  far  away 
from  the  object  of  his  quest  as  the  first  day 
he  struck  the  town.  There  seemed  to  be 
a dearth  of  labor,  and  a plethora  of  labor- 
ers, for  every  place  where  he  applied  was 
full,  turning  off  help  more  often  than  en- 
gaging new  was  the  usual  answer  received 
where  he  applied.  He  was  not  the  only 
discouraged  one,  for  in  the  faces  of  scores 
of  men  and  women  he  saw  “want”  stamped 
painfully.  He  had  stopped  at  a street  cor- 
ner where  the  crowd  of  idlers  were  usually 
the  largest  and  was  gazing  vacantly  across 
to  the  opposite  side,  where  he  saw  a couple 
of  men  tacking  a sign  on  a bill-board,  and 
as  they  stepped  to  one  side  after  completing 
the  job  he  read  “Wanted,”  but  this  was  all 
he  could  make  out  from  where  he  stood. 
He  straightened  himself  up  and  ambled 
carelessly  across  the  street  to  read  the 
notice:  “Wanted,  laborers  to  work  on  the 
R.  N.  & C.  Railroad.”  He  stepped  back 
and  looking  up  at  the  tall  building  to  one 
side  of  him,  observed  that  it  was  the  bank 
of  Tooler  & Beverly,  and  once  more  looking 
at  the  notice  saw  it  was  them  to  which 
application  was  to  be  made.  He  hesitated 
a moment,  and  then  went  into  the  bank  and 
asked  for  Tooler.  A large  man  arose  and 
faced  him  through  the  paying  teller’s  win- 
dow and  answered,  shortly,  “I’m  Tooler,” 
and  in  the  same  breath,  “What’s  wanted.” 
The  answer  was  in  a monosyllable,  “Work.” 
Tooler  looked  at  Hempstead  a moment  in 
deep  meditation,  and  in  that  moment  he  saw 
a man  square  shouldered,  fully  six  feet 
tall,  with  a mat  of  raven  black  hair  cover- 
ing a shapely  head,  a face  that  showed  both 
intellect  and  force,  and  certainly  equal  to 
any  task  that  might  be  assigned  him. 

Tooler  took  off  his  glasses  and  replied, 
slowly,  “What  kind  of  work  do  you  want, 
young  man?”  as  if  doubting  that  this  man 
wanted  work  as  a common  laborer. 


“Anything;  saw  your  notice  outside  and 
thought  I might  get  a job.” 

“Humph ! Yes.” 

Tooler  scratched  a few  lines  on  a card 
and  handed  it  to  Hempstead  and  said, 
shortly,  “Give  that  to  Dugan;  he’ll  give 
you  work.” 

That  night  Hempstead  felt  better  than 
he  had  since  he  had  been  in  Rutledge,  for 
he  felt  that  now,  even  if  he  was  going 
out  as  a common  laborer,  he  had  a chance 
to  make  his  superiors  observe  him,  and 
a chance  to  work  up  to  something  in  the 
line  he  had  often  dreamed  of.  He  took 
a new  lease  of  life,  and  waited  impatiently 
for  the  work  to  start. 

A few  days  later  he  was  ordered  to  be 
on  hand,  and  promptly  at  the  time  ordered 
he  was  on  the  grade  with  a pick  and 
shovel  laboring  in  common  with  the  scores 
of  others,  driven,  bossed  and  nagged  at, 
from  seven  till  six,  through  the  blistering 
heat  and  suffocating  dust;  yet  Hempstead 
never  objected  by  word  or  deed.  He  had 
be^n  used  to  work,  but  this  was  new;  in 
spite  of  his  physical  make-up  he  would  be 
nearly  exhausted  when  evening  came.  In 
his  own  mind  he  believed  that  he  was  doing 
more  than  his  share,  that  his  shovel  carried 
a larger  load  than  the  others  by  his  side, 
yet  he  never  complained.  He  did  not  know 
that  the  boss  saw  it  all,  and  after  a few 
weeks  pointed  him  out  with  pride  to  the 
next  higher  official  over  him.  The  work 
was  going  on  at  a rapid  pace,  and  one  day 
Hempstead  got  orders  to  report  at  the  road- 
master’s  office.  The  next  week  saw  him 
bossing  a score  of  men  ballasting  up  the 
track,  leaving  his  fellow-workmen  toiling 
in  the  same  routine,  grumbling  under  the 
same  boss,  waiting  for  six  o’clock  and  pay- 
day. Hempstead  was  strict,  but  not  severe. 
His  orders  were  given  with  a command 
that  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  his  laborer. 
Every  man  under  him  was  photographed 
in  his  eye  from  morning  until  night.  The 
work  entrusted  to  him  and  his  force  pro- 
gressed rapidly,  and  he  was  commended  on 
account  of  it. 

They  wanted  an  expert  crew  farther 
down  the  line.  Hempstead  and  his  men 
were  sent.  If  anything  needing  long  hours 
of  endurance  Hempstead  was  thought  of 
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and  sent.  He  could  be  relied  on  for  any 
undertaking.  This  brought  him  more  in 
contact  with  his  superiors,  who  were  not 
slow  to  see  that  he  was  a man  that  would 
succeed,  and  he  himself  began  to  expand 
with  his  higher  duties  and  was  on  the 
alert  to  improve  in  every  capacity  in  which 
he  was  intrusted.  He  had  a magnetism 
about  him  that  drew  men,  and  a command 
in  his  ringing  voice  that  meant  obey. 


papers  and  heard  others  talk  of  what  was 
going  on  down  in  the  city.  Would  he  ever 
get  b&ck?  He  did  not  stop  to  dream  about 
it,  but  kept  on,  forging  his  way  up  towards 
the  top,  his  reward  was  a further  advance- 
ment. He  was  again  called  and  made  road- 
master.  This  took  him  from  end  to  end 
of  one  important  division,  and  in  a com- 
paratively short  time  it  was  secretly  whis- 
pered that  it  was  the  best  on  the  line.  The 


J.  P.  Richards,  S.  A.  Cunningham,  R.  Hornor,  A.  8.  Powers,  W.  C.  Doty, 
SOLID  O.  R.  T.,  B.  & O.  RY. 


L.  B.  Hornor. 


The  work  was  pushed  along,  and  the 
road  was  being  talked  about.  The  people 
of  Rutledge  saw  that  it  was  an  important 
factor  for  their  town ; business  was  being 
stimulated  by  it,  the  pulse  of  trade  felt  it 
and  started  a boom,  men  with  strong  finan- 
cial backing  were  locating  at  Rutledge; 
great,  massive  structures  were  being  built 
to  take  care  of  the  trade  and  business  that 
was  headed  their  way.  Hempstead  read  the 


fellow-laborers  that  he  started  in  with  at 
the  bottom  said  he  was  lucky.  Certainly 
he  was,  but  what  made  it  thus?  While  they 
were  spending  their  evenings  at  the  gaming 
table  or  drinking,  Hempstead  was  filling 
his  mind  with  usefulness  that  was  10  reward 
him  with  better  days  and  higher  possibili- 
ties. 

The  day  came  that  the  road  was  built. 
They  needed  a general  manager.  The  one 
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that  now  filled  the  post  was  inadequate  to 
the  position;  the  system  was  too  great  for 
his  capacity.  Hempstead  was  thought  of 
and  called,  the  mantle  was  thrown  about 
him  and  he  took  charge.  He  knew  the 
line  from  one  end  to  the  other;  not  a 
bridge  or  culvert  but  what  he  knew  the 
style  and  strength.  The  ties  in  the  track, 
the  rails,  the  ballast,  everything  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest  he  had  seen.  He  also 
knew  the  country  through  which  his  road 
ran.  It  was  rich.  Small  towns  started  and 
were  making  phenomenal  growth,  and  the 
patrons  of  the  line  were  smiling  at  the  gen- 
eral rise  of  lands,  and  the  briskness  of 
business,  mainly  on  acount  of  the  advent 
of  the  new  road. 

Stock  in  the  R.  N.  & C.  had  advanced, 
but  the  very  day  that  Hempstead  took  hold 
of  the  reins,  the  market  felt  the  pulse  and 
rose  with  a bound,  which  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  financiers  of  Wall  Street  more 
closely  than  before. 

Hempstead  had  faith  in  the  line,  and 
from  the  day  that  he  first  started  he  had 
bought  stock  with  every  dollar  that  he 
could  get.  At  first  it  was  slow,  but  later, 
as  his  salary  was  increased,  he  was  able 
to  add  to  his  holdings,  so  that  now  he 
had  a large  block  of  stock,  most  of  it 
bought  at  a very  low  figure;  now,  as  man- 
ager, he  was  also  an  important  holder  of 
stock  in  his  road. 

He  had  the  faculty  of  knowing  a man 
when  he  saw  one,  and  he  officered  his  road 
with  the  best  the  market  afforded,  regard- 
less of  salary,  from  superintendent  down. 
His  keen  foresight  seemed  to  tell  him  how 
to  make  better  business  for  his  line,  that 
larger  dividends  might  be  paid.  He  pro- 
cured the  means  and  an  era  of  prosperity 
followed. 

He  was  constantly  making  new  improve- 
ments, and  it  seemed  that  everything  he 
did  turned  into  money,  so  that  at  each 
yearly  meeting  with  the  directors  and  stock- 
holders of  his  road,  the  financial  backers 
would  slap  him  on  the  back  and  smile 
over  the  dividends  attained  through  his 
schemes. 

He  was  not  only  the  general  manager 
of  the  R.  C.  & N.,  but  into  various  other 
corporations  and  trusts,  and  his  name  alone 


was  an  alchemy  that  brought  prestige  to 
the  company.  His  name  was  on  every 
tongue,  and  the  most  often  seen  in  the 
daily  papers.  His  massive  physical  strength 
served  him  to  his  fullest  desire.  He  could 
wear  out  a half-dozen  men  and  still  be  keen, 
active  and  alert.  He  dr^ve.  He  domineered. 
He  reduced  wages  and  expenses  at  every 
possible  turn.  Good  franchises  were  asked 
of  city,  county  and  State;  he  got  them. 
He  sat  in  his  richly  appointed  office  much 
as  a king  on  his  throne  and  held  out  his 
scepter  to  whom  he  choose.  Secretaries, 
clerks  and  waiters  were  at  his  command; 
millionaires  at  his  back.  He  was  at  his 
office  early,  and  no  one  except  the  porter 
knew  when  he  quit  it.  His  only  friend  was 
business ; day  after  day  he  grew  colder  and 
harder  to  approach.  He  was  feared,  and 
at  the  same  time  sought  after  by  corpora- 
tions and  trusts.  He  was  offered  alluring 
shares  of  stock  in  various  enterprises  for 
the  use  of  his  name ; wealth  seemed  to  come 
to  him  without  effort.  He  was  the  great 
manager  of  the  R.  C.  & N. 

Let  us  go  back  a dozen  years  and  see 
where  this  mysterious  dominant  force  came 
from.  As  usual  he  came  from  the  farm. 
He  was  one  of  a large  family  and  among 
them  he  seemed  to  be  the  neuter;  as  in  the 
country  holidays  he  seldom  took  delight;  in 
the  home  play  he  could  not  be  coaxed.  His 
mind  ever  engrossed  in  some  enterprise, 
some  scheme  that  men  old  in  the  art  would 
hesitate  to  take  up. 

He  read  all  the  books  at  his  command 
on  engineering  and  colossal  building  en- 
terprises, trying  to  grasp  an  idea  and  be  led 
along  the  path  that  was  to  be  mysteriously 
paved  for  him. 

When  he  had  reached  his  twenty-first 
year  he  severed  himself  from  the  family 
and  the  parental  roof;  all  the  years  previous 
chafing  and  galled  with  the  thoughts  of 
being  tied  down  to  such  a hum-drum  life — 
the  tediousness  of  it  made  him  fret  and 
frown.  He  longed  to  get  out  and  grapple 
with  the  world.  His  only  dream  was  to  be 
a leader.  A captain  in  some  channel  of  in- 
dustry. He  had  reached  the  highest  realiza- 
tion of  his  ambition. 

At  first  the  way  seemed  hard ; farm  work 
was  all  he  had  a very  great  knowledge  of. 
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and  to  this  he  turned  his  attention,  as  he 
must  have  a few  dollars  to  get  a start  on. 
He  labored  hard  and  saved  every  penny, 
and  in  a couple  of  years  he  took  his  savings 
and  cut  away  from  the  hated  work  on  the 
farm,  and  a few  days  later  found  himself 
in  the  little  city  of  Rutledge.  The  place 
was  small  but  full  of  young  blood  ready 
and  eager  to  make  things  happen.  He  liked 
the  looks  of  the  men;  the  women  he  never 
saw;  he  had  no  thoughts  for  them,  his 
mind  was  too  deeply  absorbed  in  other  more 
alluring  prospects. 


had  climbed  over  the  heads  of  others  as 
smart,  but  who  lacked  the  courage.  He  had 
climbed  over  the  heads  of  others,  but  who 
lacked  the  strength.  In  it  all,  it  was  for 
self;  his  ear  never  heard  an  appeal;  his 
eyes  blind,  except  for  more  glorious  achieve- 
ments and  a coveted  goal. 

The  years  passed  by  on  almost  eagle 
wings.  The  manager  was  still  the  great 
captain  of  industry;  in  a score  of  corpora- 
tions he  was  the  “It.”  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  late  at  night  day  after  day  his 
waiting  room  was  filled  with  men  represent- 


C.  S.  Staig,  T.  Fi  Brickley,  A.  C.  Moore,  H.  H.  Mar^p. 
SOLID  O.  R.  T..  POND  CREEK.  OKLA.,  C.  R.  I.  & P.  RY. 


He  was  on  ambition's  ladder, 

Whereunto  the  climber  upward  climbs, 
And  when  he  once  attains  the  topmost 
round, 

Turns  his  back,  looks  into  the  clouds, 
Scorning  the  base  degree  by  which  he  did 
ascend. 

He  looked  up  the  ladder,  envying  the  one 
above  him.  He  would  have  it  at  whatever 
cost,  step  by  step,  through  years  of  unceas- 
ing toil  he  climbed,  until  at  the  present  he 
was  nearing  the  pinnacle,  not  many  men 
above  him,  hosts  he  had  passed,  to  win 
what?  Name,  fortune  and  success.  He 


ing  corporations  and  trusts,  all  waiting  to 
get  an  audience — the  same  faces  day  after 
day,  and  their  wish  perhaps  never  gratified. 
His  horde  of  employes,  from  the  lowest  day 
laborer  to  the  highest  class,  sent  committees 
to  adjust  grievances  and  then  went  home 
without  a gleam  of  assurance  for  a better- 
ment. The  door  of  his  private  office  would 
no  sooner  be  closed  than  the  visit  would 
be  a blank  in  his  mind.  In  his  overworked 
brain  he  had  made  a success  of  his  life;  let 
others  look  out  for  themselves.  He  was  once 
a common  laborer,  with  no  chance,  no  one 
cared  for  him;  why  should  he  help  others? 
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Occasionally  a special  would  pull  him 
over  his  road,  so  he  could  see  what  was 
doing.  He  saw  his  track  men,  sweltering 
in  the  blistering  heat  or  half  frozen,  toil- 
ing for  a bare  living  wage.  In  the  little 
coops  of  country  stations,  men  at  the  key, 
working  long,  dreary,  monotonous  over- 
time for  a monthly  salary  which  to  the 
manager  would  not  make  a pocket  piece. 
Long  freight  trains  at  sidings,  with  great 
throbbing  engines  hitched  to  them,  waiting 
to  follow  or  proceed,  handled  by  experts 
risking  life  and  limb  a thousand  times 
daily.  He  looked  out  the  polished  win- 
dows of  his  palace  coach  and  saw  the 
smiling  fields,  rich  in  crops  ripening  for 
the  harvest,  and  he  counted  the  revenue 
in  freight  pulling  it  into  market,  but  not 
once  thought  of  the  farmer  toiling  early 
and  late,  through  drouth  and  wet,  trying 
to  raise  the  crop  that  would  feed  his  line 
and  make  a glorious  showing  at  the  annual 
meeting.  Not  once  was  his  mind  on  these 
small  realities,  human  life  was  not  half 
so  engrossing  to  him  as  the  oar  he  saw 
loading  at  an  elevator,  or  that  train  of 
stock  he  saw  side-tracked  at  a country 
siding  just  passed.  These  meant  revenue, 
money  and  business. 

His  secretary  sat  by  his  side.  At  inter- 
vals a bunch  of  telegrams  filled  with  ’great 
business  possibilities  would  be  thrown  to 
some  telegrapher  standing  on  the  platform 
of  some  country  hamlet  trying  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  manager. 

Occasionally  a packet  would  be  tossed 
to  the  conductor,  for  hi®,  asking,  begging 
for  some  concession  or  some  scheme  breath- 
ing thoughts  of  millions  to  their  corpor- 
ations. More  often  the  stock  market  would 
be  scanned,  and  at  each  time  changes  care- 
fully noted.  Superintendents  severely  cen- 
sured for  some  small  detail  that  looked 
large  in  the  manager's  eye;  certain  reduc- 
tion of  pay  ordered,  or  force  curtailed, 
where  now  both  were  inadequate.  The 
country  newspapers  commented  on  his  trip ; 
the  big  dailies  heralded  his  return.  Head 
lines  of  great  business  industries  going 
to  locate,  the  manager  said  so.  Of  course, 
it  must  be  true. 

The  era  of  good  times  were  being  dis- 
puted, corporations  in  the  East  were  having 


hard  times  to  get  cash ; millionaires  came 
to  Rutledge  and  staid  longer;  they  went 
away  apparently  satisfied,  and  the  dailies 
told  the  people  of  the  potent  power  of  their 
distinguished  financier. 

One  morning  the  manager  was  late  at 
his  office.  The  clerks  wondered  and  guessed 
something  was  wrong;  one  said  he  noticed 
he  was  not  looking  well,  another  that  he 
had  left  town,  but  all  conjectures  were 
speedily  dropped,  as  the  manager  stepped 
in  and  wearily  took  his  accustomed  place. 

His  secretary  handed  him  a telegram. 
He  looked  it  over,  laid  it  down  and  then 
presently  picked  it  up  and  ordered  an  an- 
swer ; it  contained  but  five  words : “Send 

him  to  his  home.” 

The  manager  then  into  his  work  as  usual, 
grinding  away,  being  interrupted  by  busi- 
ness callers  and  others  in  the  employ  of 
his  road  asking  some  questions  that  only 
the  manager  could  answer. 

It  was  noticed  by  his  clerks  that  the 
manager  would  occasionally  lean  back  in 
his  chair  and  look  out  of  the  window 
absently,  his  mind  apparently  on  something 
besides  work.  That  telegram  that  was 
shown  him  as  he  entered  in  the  morning 
was  on  his  mind.  J.  Halliday.  That  name 
called  him  back  a great  number  of  years. 
Halliday,  why,  that  was  the  name  of  their 
nearest  neighbor.  He  had  gone  to  school 
with  the  boys,  and  Jack  was  about  his  own 
age.  These  thoughts  filled  his  mind  the 
whole  day,  crowding  out  business,  making 
him  absent-minded. 

The  day’s  work  was  finally  done,  and  the 
clerks  and  other  officials  were  all  gone. 
He  sat  looking  out  of  the  window — saw  a 
long  train  of  stock  slowly  pulling  by  in 
the  great  network  of  tracks,  but  this  did 
.not  arouse  him  with  the  usual  incentive. 
Presently  he  reached  forward  and  picked 
the  message  out  of  the  pile  of  papers  on 
the  desk  and  read: 

“J.  Hempstead: 

“Engineer  J.  Halliday  killed  in  the  Tilden 
wreck.  His  mother  requests  his  remains 
sent  home.  Arthur,  Superintendent  ” 

The  manager  arose  and  started  to  walk 
the  room.  Unconscious  of  where  he  was 
going  he  suddenly  looked  up  and  saw  him- 
self reflected  in  the  mirror  that  graced  the 
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wall.  He  staggered  and  fell  back  a step, 
as  if  surprised,  and  then  taking  courage, 
advanced  and  said  to  himself,  slowly,  “Is 
it  possible  I'm  growing  old?’* 

He  had  never  before  noticed  that  his  once 
jet  black  locks  were  plentifully  sprinkled 
with  gray;  wrinkles  unmistakable  were 
chasing  one  another  around  his  eyes  and 
across  his  forehead.  His  once  piercing  dark 
eyes  had  lost  their  brightness,  and  a pair 
of  nose  glasses  hung  to  the  lapel  of  his 


Surely  not?”  Still,  he  could  get  no  other 
answer.  “I  was  twenty-six  when  I started 
as  a laborer  for  Tooler.  Toolerl  He’s 
dead.  Forty-six,  why,  that’s  not  old.”  A 
hollow  laugh  mocked  him  as  it  echoed 
through  the  empty  office.  He  suddenly 
started.  He  thought  of  his  mother.  When 
had  he  heard  from  her?  He  could  not 
recall.  Home!  Had  I once  a home?  Yes; 
he  knew  he  had;  but  forgotten  in  the  mad 
rush  after  fortune.  Were  they,  living? 
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coat;  all  these  changes  had  come  to  him 
unconsciously.  He  had  not  taken  the  time 
to  look  at  himself  and  note  the  great 
change.  Where  had  the  time  gone?  He 
had  been  in  Rutledge — well,  let  us  see. 
He  had  come  there  when  he  was  young, 
strong,  full  of  life.  Time  is  such  a thief; 
it  had  stolen  away  from  him  now  he  knew 
for  sure. 

He  turned  away  from  the  glass  and  be- 
gan to  trace  his  way  back.  “How  many 
years  did  that  voice  say?  Not  twenty? 


His  father,  mother,  brothers  and  sisters? 
What  was  the  matter;  he  had  never  felt 
this  way  before.  He  tried  to  think,  but 
his  thoughts  were  confused. 


He  sat  down  in  an  easy  chair  and  leaned 
wearily  on  his  hand.  Resting  on  the  arms 
of  his  chair,  unconsciously  toying  with  his 
watch  charm,  he  closed  his  eyes  and  the 
panorama  of  his  life  ran  by  like  the  chang- 
ing in  a kaleidoscope.  It  showed  him  every 
scene,  most  vivid,  most  life-like. 
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The  clock  struck  the  hour  of  twelve  and 
it  awoke  him  from  his  reverie.  He  arose 
languidly,  tapped  the  call-bell  on  his  table 
and  a black  statue  appeared.  He  ordered 
his  cab,  called  the  dispatcher’s  office  and 
gave  him  an  order  that  had  to  be  repeated, 
so  out  of  the  ordinary  it  seemed.  The 
porter  returned,  helped  him  on  with  his 
overcoat  and  hat,  and  led  him*  to  the  wait- 
ing cab  below. 

The  next  day  the  manager  was  not  at  his 
desk  nor  at  the  office.  The  dailies  come 
out,  breathing  apprehension  for  the  great 
magnate.  Business  was  almost  at  a stand- 
still, and  business  associates  were  shocked 
to  think  he,  least  of  all,  should  be  sick 
and  needing  rest. 

His  car  was  put  on  the  rear  of  the  night 
express  for  the  East.  No  one  knew  the 
destination.  At  the  last  moment  before 
the  train’s  leaving  time,  his  cab  backed  up 
to  the  rear  of  the  train  and  the  manager 
was  seen  to  be  helped  down  and  up  the 
steps  of  his  car,  and  a moment  later  the 
door  closed  on  his  form,  as  the  conductor 
called  “Aboard,”  and  the  eyes  of  the  people 
watched  the  red  markers  disappear  through 
the  network  of  switch  lamps  till  out  of 
sight. 

The  accommodation  pushed  a special  car 
in  on  the  grass-grown  side-track  at  the 
little  sleepy  town  of  Onslow. 

As  it  stood  glistening  in  the  morning 
sunlight  it  caught  the  attention  of,  and 
drew  the  major  portion  of  the  population 
of  the  hamlet  to  its  side.  It  was  early  in 
the  morning,  the  curtains  of  the  car  win- 
dows had  not  yfet  been  raised,  and  from  an 
outside  view  no  life  could  be  detected  from 
the  occupants  on  the  inside.  Farmers  were 
jolting  by  in  lumbering  wagons  and  milk 
carts,  the  most  of  the  drivers  asking  the 
lounger  what  was  “cornin’?”  Of  course, 
no  one  knew  and  very  few  were  answered. 

Presently  a dapper-looking  young  man 
stepped  out  of  the  rear  door  and  asked, 
“Is  there  a place  here  where  I can  get  a 
team  and  a two-seated  carriage?”  One  of 
the  gentry  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
pointed  his  finger  in  the  direction  where  it 
might  be  obtained.  The  young  man  hastily 
departed  in  the  direction  indicated.  He  re- 
turned in  a short  time  and  after  him  a few 


moments  later  the  conveyance,  and  stopped 
alongside  of  the  car. 

The  crowd  by  this  time  had  been  con- 
siderably augmented  by  boys  and  older  men. 
all  trying  to  see  what  was  going  on,  ex- 
pectant, watching  for  the  next  move.  They 
had  not  long  to  wait,  for,  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, the  manager  stepped  out  on  the  plat- 
form of  his  car  and  took  in  the  situation 
with  a glance,  while  the  porter  carried  out 
a stool  and  placed  it  beneath  the  car  steps 
for  the  manager,  so  that  it  would  be  easy 
to  get  down ; but  this  gentleman  was  not 
observed,  all  eyes  were  on  the  stranger. 

When  all  had  been  completed,  the  man- 
ager wearily  stepped  down  and  turned  and 
looked  at  the  men  about  him;  the  muscle 
in  his  smooth-shaven  face  was  seen  to 
twitch  painfully  as  he  scrutinized  the  faces 
of  some  of  the  older  among  the  crowd. 
He  knew  them  but  they  did  not  remember 
him,  a period  of  twenty  odd  years  changes 
one.  He  expected  to  see  some  of  them 
he  knew  as  boys.  They  had  forgotten  him; 
he  was  completely  swallowed  up  in  the 
past,  lost  in  the  intervening  years. 

He  was  assisted  into  the  carriage,  leaned 
over  to  the  seat  in  front  of  him  that  the 
driver  occupied,  and  said,  ‘Drive  on,” 
leaving  the  crowd  in  ignorance  of  who. 
and  what  he  was,  his  mission,  or  the  mean- 
ing of  traveling  in  such  princely  style. 

After  leaving  the  crowd,  he  asked  the 
driver,  cautiously,  “Docs  Jonas  Hempstead 
still  live  on  the  old  farm?” 

The  driver  turned  quickly  and  replied, 
sententiously,  “Yes;  but  he  don’t  farm  now; 
his  son  Zeke’s  runnin’  the  place  now.' 

Zeke!  He  had  forgotten  that  name. 
Now,  suddenly,  he  remembered  that  he  was 
the  oldest  of  the  children.  The  manager 
stroked  his  face  thoughtfully  a moment, 
then  half  timidly  asked,  “Is  mother — Mrs. 
Hempstead  still  living?” 

“Oh,  yes ; old  lady  pretty  spry  yet 
’Spose  you  heard  she  and  the  old  man 
celebrated  their  golden  weddin’  last  June; 
children  all  at  home  ’ceptin’  one;  seems 
they  ain’t  heard  from  the  one  called  Jasper. 
I believe,  ter  a considerable  time;  dead, 
s’pose.” 

A heavy  weight  was  lifted  from  the 
manager  on  hearing  that  his  parents  were 
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still  both  alive.  It  had  a cheering  effect 
on  him  and  put  a little  more  color  in  his 
face  than  had  been  in  it  for  some  time. 
The  talk  of  the  absent  one  called  for 
further  questioning,  and  he  renewed  the 
subject,  asking,  “How  long  has  Jasper  been 
away  ?” 

“Heard  the  old  man  say  it  had  been  nigh 
onto  twenty  years  since  they  had  heard  a 
word  from  him.  Said  they  saw  once  in  a 
newspaper  that  a man  same  name  as  his’n 
was  doin'  a big  trick  in  railroading  out 
West.  But  that  could  not  have  been  him 


The  driver  broke  in,  “Then  you’re  not  the 
bishop  I heard  was  cornin’  to  tie  the  knot, 
eh?’’  looking  back  over  his  shoulder  at  the 
manager. 

“I’ve  never  been  taken  for  a bishop  be- 
fore,” answered  Jasper,  and  smiling  faintly 
in  spite  of  the  memories  that  was  to  him 
now  most  sacred.  “But  you  have  not  an- 
swered my  question.” 

“Oh,  no ! Well,  Zeke’s  gal  Angeline’s 
gettin’  hitched  up  to-day;  gettin’  a man, 
say  he’s  wuth  a hundred  thousand  if  he’s 
wuth  a cent.  He’s  a regular  racer;  saw 
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as  he  never  had  ’nough  ambition  to  do 
any  great  stunt  at  anything.” 

A faint  smile  lit  up  the  wan  features  of 
the  manager  as  he  listened  to  the  rather 
personal  bit  of  information  elicited  from 
the  driver. 

The  driver  after  this  commenced  nibbling 
off  a piece  of  tobacco  and  between  bites 
asked,  “S’pose  your  goin’  out  to  the  doin’s 
at  Zeke’s  to-day?” 

“Well — er,  no,  had  not  heard  of  anything 
goin’  on  out  there.” 


him  last  night  down  to  Bascom’s.  He’s 
one  of  them  city  fellars,  carries  a cane  and 
smokes  corn  silk  cigars.” 

The  manager  had  leaned  back  in  the  seat, 
the  narrative  of  the  driver  came  to  his  ears 
faintly;  he  heard  the  monotonous  talk  but 
knew  not  what  was  said;  he  was  more  in- 
tent looking  ahead  at  scenes  that  were  be- 
coming familiar.  Presently  the  driver, 
clucking  to  his  team,  turned  and  said, 
“There’s  the  place  over  yonder,  jest  beyond 
that  bunch  of  trees.” 
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The  manager  had  been  looking  at  the 
same  spot,  but  in  the  lapse  of  years  and 
the  change  of  nature,  he  was  not  sure 
whether  he  saw  right  or  if  he  would  know 
the  old  place.  As  the  spot  was  pointed  out 
to  him  he  began  to  see  scenes  that  some- 
how carried  him  back  to  the  early  years  of 
his  life. 

There  was  the  old  pasture,  where  he  had 
taken  the  cows  and  driven  them  away,  and 
there  was  the  old  king  tree  standing  now 
entirely  alone,  looking  dwarfed  from  what 
it  was  in  former  days.  Away  to  the  left 
he  looked  for  the  woods  that  used  to  grow 
dense  and  tall.  In  its  place  he  saw  waving 
corn  dancing  in  the  forenoon  sunlight,  the 
big  slough  that  used  to  mire  one  was  yellow 
with  ripening  wheat,  changed — everything 
changed.  They  turned  into  the  lane  lead- 
ing up  to  the  old  house,  trees  shading 
making  a perfect  arch  overhead.  He  ex- 
pected to  see  the  same  old  house,  but  no! 
Aladdin-like  had  sprung  up  in  its  place  a 
modern  structure,  outshining,  by  far  the 
old  home  of  his  boyhood. 

The  change  made  him  heart-sick.  The 
team  stopped  in  front  of  the  high  gate  be- 
fore the  house.  In  the  yard,  fenced  off  by 
an  arbor  fence,  he  saw  young  people  in 
groups  laughing  and  talking,  some  seated 
around  an  old  couple,  whose  heads  were 
white  as  snow.  Towards  this  scene  the 
manager’s  eyes  turned.  He  was  apparently 
unconscious  of  his  surroundings,  drinking 
in  the  scene  before  him.  The  driver  turned 
when  he  heard  no  move  to  get  out  of  the 
carriage,  and  said,  “We’re  here.” 

The  manager  nervously  jumped  and  re- 
plied, “Oh,  yes,”  and  mechanically  went 
into  his  pocket  and  pulled  out  a bill  and 
without  looking  at  the  denomination  handed 
it  to  the  driver. 

“I  can’t  change  this.” 

“Never  mind  the  change,  keep  it;”  and 
as  he  alighted,  he  said,  “You  can  go  back. 
I’ll  not  return  to-day.” 

The  gate  clicked — a little  girl  ran,  ex- 
claiming, “There's  the  preacher,”  and  the 
eyes  of  the  crowd  all  centered  on  the 
stranger. 

He  advanced  slowly  towards  the  group 
around  the  old  couple,  and  looking  them 
full  in  the  face,  said,  “Don’t  you  know  me?” 


That  voice,  although  changed,  but  in  the 
change  there  was  one  who  could  not  forget 
it.  The  mother  arose  and  cried,  “My  son! 
Jasper!”  The  father  caught  her  hand,  ex- 
claiming, “Mother!  Why,  you’re  dreaming.” 

“It’s  Jasper,  father!  It’s  Jasper!” 

The  manager  unconsciously  drew  nearer, 
his  eyes  for  the  first  time  in  years  filled 
with  tears,  replied  brokenly,  “Yes;  its 
Jasper.” 

The  old  mother  looked  into  his  face,  the 
face  of  her  care-worn  son,  and  thought  only 
of  the  trouble  which  may  have  been  his.  The 
father  held  his  boy’s  hand,  trying  vainly 
to  find  words  to  welcome  him  back;  but 
in  his  joy  utterly  failed. 

The  news  quickly  spread  among  the  as- 
sembled guests  of  the  return  of  the  long- 
lost  boy.  Men  of  his  own  age,  who  had 
known  him  in  his  youth,  drew  near  and 
half  shyly  spoke  to  him.  They  saw  the 
contrast  in  his  well-fitting  clothes  to  their 
coarser  dress,  no  doubt  envying  him  his 
position,  wondering  who  and  what  he  was. 
A late  comer  whispered  to  some  of  the 
guests  when  he  saw  that  Jasper  was  there 
that  he  had  a special  car  at  the  station  and 
a “nigger”  slave;  all  this  filled  the  country- 
people  with  distrust  and  made  them  more 
shy  in  addressing  him. 

The  hour  for  the  wedding  had  arrived, 
and  presently  the  bridal  couple  stepped  out 
of  the  house  and  out  across  the  lawn  to  a 
bower  made  for  the  occasion,  followed  by 
a dozen  blushing  bridesmaids,  all  dressed  in 
the  whitest  simplicity.  The  scene  struck 
the  manager  so  that  he  was  unable  to  even 
answer  the  question  asked  by  his  mother. 
It  was  something  new  to  him;  he  had  not 
had  the  time  in  the  intervening  years  to 
see — even  think  about.  He  saw  fair  women 
every  day,  but  he  had  taken  no  notice  of 
them.  He  knew  women  rich,  talented  in  a 
business  sort  of  a way,  but  he  took  no  ma- 
terial notice  of  them.  But  these,  somehow 
his  heart  all  at  once  seemed  to  melt.  He 
wondered  if  not,  after  all.  he  had  not  sought 
the  wrong  way,  gained  wealth,  and  in  the 
getting  of  it  shattered  his  health.  He 
might  have  been  a happy  and  contented 
family  man.  He  heard  the  preacher  say, 
“What  God  hath  joined  together  let  no  man 
put  apart.”  He  heard  the  congratulations 
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given  in  sincerity;  not  the  swell  of  city  life 
given  in  half-meant  feeling  and  forgotten 
before  out  of  sight  of  the  wedded  pair. 

The  wedding  was  over.  Guests  were  de- 
parting, some  were  admiring  the  gifts  lying 
on  a table,  among  the  collection  was  a 
piece  of  paper.  It  was  a check  for  a thou- 
sand dollars,  signed  by  J.  Hempstead.  It 


more  in  this  one  short  day  than  in  any 
other  that  he  could  recall;  now  he  wished 
to  be  alone  that  he  might  sum  up  the  day’s 
events. 

He  was  shown  to  an  airy  chamber  bed- 
room. In  through  the  open  window  came 
to  him  the  smell  of  the  red  clover,  which 
carried  his  thoughts  back  to  the  time  of  his 
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was  the  best  gift  he  had  ever  given,  and  a 
month  ago  he  would  have  thought  he  needed 
a guardian  if  he  had  done  such  a thing,  but 
now  he  felt  happy  over  it. 

When  the  guests  had  all  gone  the  man- 
ager asked  if  he  might  be  shown  to  his 
room,  as  he  was  weary;  the  day  had  been 
the  most  changeful  of  his  life ; he  had  seen 


boyhood.  He  heard  the  soft  musical  tones 
of  nature  from  without;  away  in  the  dis- 
tance he  heard  the  singing  of  young  people, 
and  the  rattle  of  a vehicle  mingled  with 
the  beat  of  horses’  hoofs  on  the  road. 
Contented,  happy,  thought  he.  His  eyes 
traveled  around  the  room.  On  the  wall 
hung  a group;  it  was  the  family;  all  there 
but  himself. 
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A thousand  thoughts  came  to  his  mind, 
none  of  them  solved.  He  sat  in  an  easy 
chair  and  tried  to  adjust  himself  to  the 
surroundings,  but  no  use,  the  present  had 
entirely  blotted  out  the  recollections  of 
the  past. 

Somehow  he  slept,  and  was  awakened  by 
the  birds  singing  in  the  trees.  When  had 
he  heard  anything  so  sweet?  It  seemed 
that  it  was  only  yesterday  that  he  had 
heard  the  same  carol,  but  in  reality  a gen- 
eration had  come  and  gone.  He  arose ; the 
night’s  rest,  after  all,  had  refreshed  him. 
and  he  went  below  and  met  the  family  at 
breakfast,  all  smiling  gladly  to  see  him 
among  them  again. 

During  the  day  he  walked  and  talked 
with  his  mother.  She  told  him  of  their 
sorrow,  how  some  of  her  children  had  gone 
away,  how  others  had  died,  of  the  suffer- 
ing by  a thousand  ways,  how  she  had 
missed  him,  all  the  time  praying  for  him; 
never  a day  but  she  thought  and  talked 
about  him;  now  that  he  had  come  back 
she  was  overjoyed  at  his  return. 

He  in  return  told  her  of  his  success,  how 
he  had  lost  sight  of  them  in  the  mad  rush 
for  wealth  and  power,  and  how  he  saw 
the  folly  of  it,  when  health  was  gone  and 
he  grown  old  and  only  in  the  prime  of 
life. 

He  never  spoke  of  when  he  would  go 
away.  His  health  seemed  to  he  returning; 
by  his  great  power  he  had  thrown  off  the 
yoke  of  business  and  had  told  the  secretary 
he  left  in  the  car  not  to  burden  him  with 
anything  unless  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  more  than  all  not  to  tell  any  one  where 
he  could  be  found. 

How  long  he  would  have  remained  is  a 
question  that  he  could  not  have  answered, 
but  events  shape  themselves  in  a very  dif- 
ferent manner  than  we  would  like. 

They  were  sitting  under  the  shade  of  a 
maple  in  the  lawn,  when  a rider  drew  up  at 
the  gate  and  hastily  entered  the  yard,  un- 
noticed until  he  said  to  the  manager,  “Here 
are  some  telegrams ; your  man  said  im- 
portant.” 

The  manager  lazily  tore  o;  en  one  of  the 
yellow  envelopes  and  read  the  contents. 
The  first  line  quickened  his  perception  and 
the  finishing  threw  him  back  into  the  great 


busy  world.  He  hastily  tore  open  another, 
and  news  of  great  importance  was  contained 
therein. 

He  turned  the  message  over  and  wrote 
a few  words  on  the  back  of  it  and  address- 
ing the  boy,  said  quickly,  “Hurry  back ; tell 
my  man  to  have  this  rushed,”  as  he  handed 
the  message  to  the  waiting  boy  and  finished 
“I’ll  follow.” 

The  father  and  mother  watched  their 
son.  They  saw  that  matters  of  importance 
had  been  brought  to  him,  but  their  thoughts 
were  suddenly  cut  off  by  him  saying,  “Can 
I get  a team  to  take  me  to  the  station  to- 
night ?” 

“Must  you  go?”  broke  in  the  mother. 

“Yes,  I’ve  important  matters  waiting  me; 
I must  go.” 

Zeke  had  come  out  of  the  house  and 
heard  the  last;  but  the  manager  broke  off 
the  remonstrance  he  was  about  to  utter  by 
saying,  authoritatively,  “Zeke,  I must  go  to 
town;  get  a team  and  be  ready  at  once.” 

He  was  used  to  being  obeyed,  and  to  his 
brother  he  spoke  as  if  to  a subordinate. 
He  had  gone  back  to  his  former  life  as 
quickly  as  a flash  of  lightning  lights  up  a 
thunder  cloud..  In  an  hour  the  manager 
was  on  his  way  to  town,  and  to  business 
he  knew  the  most  trying  that  he  ever  had 
to  encounter. 

He  had  forgotten  home ; Zeke  by  his  side 
might  have  been  a hundred  miles  away  as 
by  his  side,  so  far  as  conversation  was 
concerned.  The  manager  only  answered 
the  few  questions  laconically,  and  that  in  a 
studious  manner.  His  brother  saw  it  and 
busied  himself  with  the  driving. 

When  they  reached  the  station,  the  man- 
ager extended  his  hand,  said  “Good-bye,” 
stepped  quickly  on  to  the  platform,  and  hur- 
ried into  the  station  and  angrily  asked, 
“Where  is  my  engine  and  crew?”  He  was 
quieted  by  the  reply  that  orders  were  all 
ready  and  the  crew  would  be  in  readiness 
shortly. 

The  manager  hastened  to  his  car,  and 
was  met  by  his  secretary,  who  handed  him 
a bunch  of  telegrams  and  at  the  same  time 
said,  nervously,  “Looks  bad.” 

The  manager  took  his  accustomed  place 
before  his  desk  and  carefully  read  the  con- 
tents of  the  dozens  of  messages,  saying  not 
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a word  in  the  perusal;  from  his  face  one 
could  not  tell  whether  the  news  was  pleas- 
ant or  otherwise.  He  finally  brushed  them 
to  one  side,  looked  out  and  saw  the  engine 
backing  up  to  his  car  and  in  a moment  later 
were  on  the  way  to  Rutledge. 

With  one  reverse  always  comes  other 
troubles.  A cloud-burst  had  taken  out  a 
bridge,  which  delayed  them  a day;  a wreck 
further  ahead  retarded  the  journey;  finally 
they  reached  the  main  line  and  then  their 
speed  was  quickened.  He  got  hold  of  a 
daily;  it  was  full  of  apprehension  for  the 
country.  “Panic”  in  bold  headlines  stared 
him  in  the  face.  His  name  ran  through 
the  columns  of  the  paper,  blaming  him  for 
the  numerous  financial  troubles  in  his  home 
town.  He  saw  the  enormous  break  in  the 
stock  markets ; business  houses  going  under. 
“The  manager,”  it  said,  “had  left  town 
under  the  pretext  of  ill-health,  and  taken 
with  him  a ‘bank  roll’  and  broke  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people.”  The  paper  said  he 
had  gone  to  escape  the  crisis;  he  knew 
what  was  coming,  and  with  him  other  peo- 
ple’s money. 

He  saw  it  all  in  a moment.  They  lauded 
him  when  things  looked  bright;  but  when 
reverses  had  fallen  they  blamed  him  for  it 
all.  He  had  exhausted  every  means  to 
make  the  very  ones  successful  who  now 
were  his  harshest  accusers. 

Would  he  be  able  to  restore  confidence 
in  the  people?  He  began  to  doubt  it.  At 
one  time  he  believed  he  could,  but  now 
that  his  health  was  undermined,  he  felt  his 
inability.  He  went  away  seeking  health. 
In  a measure  he  had  received  it,  but  now 
he  was  returning  to  the  treadmill,  that 
would  take  more  strength  than  he  ever 
had  at  his  command. 

The  following  day  he  was  nearing  Rut- 
ledge. He  got  hold  of  an  evening  daily 
and  eagerly  read  the  news.  He  saw  that 
the  stock  in  his  road  had  taken  a tre- 
mendous drop,  and  a foot-note  said  the 
manager  was  in  hiding.  “Fools ! They  arc 
scared,”  said  the  manager,  as  he  paced  up 
and  down  the  aisle  in  his  car.  His  hair 
seemed  whiter  than  when  he  went  over 
the  same  rails  a few  days  previous.  As  he 
neared  Rutledge  he  grew  more  impatient. 
He  looked  at  his  watch  a dozen  times  an 


hour  and  sent  word  to  the  engineer  to 
make  better  time.  He  heard  the  click  of 
the  wheels  of  his  car  passing  over  the 
rail  joints  faster  and  faster.  At  one  time 
it  was  music  to  his  ears,  now  a dirge  played 
fiendishly. 

He  read  in  the  press  than  the  largest 
bank  of  his  home  town  had  closed  its 
doors  after  a big  run,  all  on  account  of 
the  absconding  president. 

At  dusk  it  commenced  to  rain;  he  could 
hear  the  splash  against  the  window  of  the 
car;  out  of  the  rear  window  he  saw  the 
shining  rail  slipping  away  behind.  The 
short  blasts  of  the  engine  whistle  at  rail- 
road crossings  jarred  on  his  nerves  and 
he  waited  impatiently  for  the  long  drawn- 
out  screech  at  stations  counting  the  stops 
yet  before  Rutledge  would  be  reached. 

He  longed  to  get  back  and  have  it  over. 
He  wanted  to  look  his  accusers  in  the 
face.  He  was  no  coward ; he  would  show 
them  that  after  all  they  were  worse  fright- 
ened than  hurt.  At  last  they  were  bump- 
ing over  railroad  crossings,  stopping  now 
and  then  for  some  one  thing  and  another, 
finally  a halt,  and  he  heard  the  cries  of 
cabmen  calling  for  passengers.  They  were 
at  Rutledge.  He  arose  quickly,  followed  by 
his  secretary,  hailed  a cab  and  in  a few 
moments  was  at  his  office. 

He  threw  off  his  coat  with  an  old-time 
strength,  stepped  to  his  desk  as  if  nothing 
had  disturbed  him,  summoned  his  chief 
clerk,  who  quickly  arrived,  and  they  com- 
menced to  go  over  the  affairs.  When 
through,  he  dismissed  them,  turned  the  key 
in  the  door  and  faced  the  crisis  alone.  He 
began  to  see  through  the  problem.  He 
knew  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  even 
try  and  avert  the  storm.  It  had  already 
undermined  his  other  associates  and  he 
would  only  be  a close  follower  if  he  tried 
to  weather  it  alone. 

At  first  it  ran  through  his  mind  to  let 
them  fight  it  out  the  best  way  they  could ; 
but  before  his  mind  had  dwelt  on  that 
proposition  long  he  dismissed  slich  a cow- 
ardly course. 

Every  way  he  looked  the  situation  was 
the  same.  He  was  as  completely  stranded 
as  a ship  without  rudder,  sail  or  steam.  No 
use  in  trying  to  dig  out,  the  worst  would 
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have  to  go  with  the  worst.  His  mind  be- 
came clouded;  he  no  longer  thought  of  the 
business  situation,  but  of  the  home  he  had 
left  where  peace  and  tranquility  reigned 
supreme.  He  longed  to  be  there  and  enjoy 
it.  He  tried  vainly  to  gather  up  the  frag- 
ments of  his  past  life,  but  no  solution  could 
he  gather  from  the  inventory.  All  at  once 
he  leaned  back  and  laughed,  the  empty 
room  mocked  him  with  an  echo.  He  closed 
his  eyes  and  he  saw  in  the  darkness  a faint 
picture  of  his  home. 

He  felt  weak  and  faint.  He  laid  his 
head  on  his  hands  as  they  rested  on  the 
table  and  was  soon  unconscious  of  the  sur- 
roundings. 

The  clerks  assembled  at  the  usual  time, 
each  staring  at  the  figure  in  the  chair  at 
the  desk,  and  then  noiselessly  went  to  their 
places. 

The  morning  papers  came  out  with  large 
headlines,  “Hempstead  home.”  His  asso- 
ciates were  waiting  to  see  him,  to  upbraid 
him  and  force  some  answer  from  him;  why 
he  had  gone  away  at  this  critical  period, 
and  why  he  had  not  returned  when  he 
saw  what  Was  happening.  At  one  time  their 
cards  had  been  sent  in,  not  so  now ; forms 
were  brushed  aside.  This  time  they  went 
into  the  manager’s  office  unannounced ; 
a half-dozen  entered  the  office  at  the  same 
time,  and  asked  for  the  manager.  The  chief 
clerk  pointed  towards  the  chair  at  the  desk 
where  their  one-time  business  associate  was 
yet  resting.  One,  more  bold  than  the  others, 
approached  him  and  gently  tapped  him  on 
the  shoulder.  When  no  sign  of  rising,  he 
touched  him  more  heavily.  Still  no  re- 
sponse. They  looked  at  one  another 
strangely.  Finally  the  visitor  reached 
around  the  man  and  pulled  him  to  a sitting 
posture,  and  they  plainly  saw  that  the  crisis 
had  been  reached ; that  their  manager  had 
left  the  problem  unsolved,  and  awaited  their 
solution  across  the  chasm. 


THE  SCAB. 

T was  a gloomy  crowd  that  stood  out- 
® side  the  walls  of  the  big  furniture 

* factory  of  G & Co.,  in  a good- 

sized  town  of  the  Middle  States,  one 
morning  late  in  the  fall.  “No  work”  was 
the  word  that  had  gone  around,  and  the 


closed  doors,  smokeless  chimneys  and  dis- 
mal silence  proclaimed  the  dread  tidings 
more  impressively  than  voices  could.  A 
tragedy  could  be  read  in  each  man’s  face — 
only  the  commonplace  tragedies  of  the  com- 
mon people,  but  none  the  less  hard  to  bear. 
To  one,  this  meant  lack  of  comfort,  care 
and  medical  attendance  to  a beloved  sick 
one;  to  another,  it  meant  homelessness  for 
himself  and  his  dear  ones;  to  another, 
hunger  and  privation  for  his  family,  and 
to  a fourth,  “tramping  it”  alone  and 
friendless — to  all  it  signified,  loss  of  sta- 
bility, security  of  honor  and  self-respect. 

But  one  man  there  looked  more  terrible 
than  the  others;  his  face  was  white  and 
set  and  in  his  somber  eyes  glowed  a fierce 
light.  His  whole  powerful  frame  seemed 
to  thrill  with  energy — he  was  so  strong  to 
be  so  helpless ! He  could  work  like  a slave, 
and  he  was  willing  to  do  so,  for  one  he 
loved,  but  what  can  a man  do  when  his 
very  strength  and  skill  are  pushed  aside 
as  nothing?  He  might  as  well  have  been 
a babe  or  an  invalid  for  all  his  strength 
served  him  now.  Ye  Gods ! He  could  have 
rent  the  universe!  But  no  universe  pre- 
sented itself  to  be  rent  in  twain,  and  in- 
stead, he  must  do  nothing! 

Page  El  wood  was  a young  man  and  was 
soon  to  be  married.  The  little  cottage  he 
had  rented  was  nearly  ready  for  its  oc- 
cupants, cleaned,  painted,  partly  furnished 
with  the  substantial,  tasteful,  articles  he  had 
fashioned  himself.  At  the  big,  homely 
house  farther  up  the  street,  Rose  Farns- 
worth lived,  the  eldest  of  six  girls  and 
boys,  and  Page  knew  how  industriously  she 
had  worked  for  the  past  few  months  and 
that  piles  of  linen  neatly  hemmed  lay  in 
snowy  rows  in  her  closets  as  a result  of 
her  thrift;  that  flowers  were  already  potted 
and  roots  planted  that  would  some  day 
beautify  their  little  home;  even  Rosa’s  wed- 
ding outfit — not  ordered  from  Paris,  how- 
ever, but  designed,  fitted  and  finished  by 
his  dear  girl  herself — was  almost  completed. 

And  now — he  was  “out  of  work,"  a 
knight  thrown  out  of  the  arena,  a soldier 
bereft  of  gun  and  sword.  He  would  have 
moved  mountains  for  Rosa’s  sake — there 
were  no  mountains  to  move.  He  was  full 
of  eagerness  to  work,  with  no  opportunity. 
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The  earth  was  “fenced  round  with  a parch- 
ment scroll,”  and  he  was  not  allowed  to 
expend  his  energies  upon  it.  Ready  to  de- 
fend, protect  and  support  his  lady  love  with 
his  life,  he  was  rendered  utterly  helpless 
by  the  fiat  of  a man  whom  he  could  have 
thrust  down  with  one  hand. 

The  groups  slowly  melted  away  and  the 
men  went  home  with  their  sad  tidings.  For 
weeks  after,  men  waited  around  the  factory, 
returning  daily  to  the  old  gates,  hoping 
against  hope  that  something  would  happen 
to  open  them  again.  Some  of  the  men  went 
away  to  seek  work  in  other  places ; others 
found  temporary  jobs  near  their  homes  for 
little  pay.  One  of  these  was  George  Harter, 
a plodding,  faithful,  steady-going  man  with 
a family  of  five  children  and  a wife,  who 
had  always  kept  them  in  comfort  and  had 
sworn  that  he  always  would.  Page  Elwood 
was  one  of  those  who  were  staying  around, 
hoping  and  waiting  for  something  to  turn 
up.  It  seemed  too  much  like  giving  up  to 
fate  to  go  away  and  leave  Rosa.  Something 
might  happen  that  would  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  keep  their  engagement,  if  he 
were  to  remain.  Brave  and  faithful  Rosa 
would  have  married  him  any  day  even  as 
matters  were,  but  Page,  greatly  as  he  was 
tempted,  would  not  allow  her  to  tie  herself 
to  a helpless  man. 

And  so  affairs  stood  when  an  advertise- 
ment reached  their  hands  that  a firm  in  a 
city  not  so  very  far  away,  needed  wood- 
workers and  would  pay  good  wages  prompt- 
ly. This  put  new  life  into  the  despondent, 
idle  men,  and  as  many  as  could  pay  their 
way  made  ready  to  go.  George  Harter  gave 
up  his  temporary  job  on  a house,  and  pro- 
posed to  Page  Elwood  that  they  go  to- 
gether. Page  was  only  too  glad  to  go,  and 
they  set  out  at  once. 

But  when  the  men  reached  their  destina- 
tion, they  found  that  something  was  wrong, 
as  is  very  apt  to  be  the  case,  when  such  a 
promising  offer  is  sent  out  without  ex- 
planation. The  old  employes  of  the  factory 
had  struck  for  a few  cents  more  pay  and 
some  concessions  as  to  rules,  conditions, 
etc.  The  men  were  well  organized  and 
bade  fair  to  win  their  points ; but  these  new- 
comers, who  were  good  workmen,  would 


certainly  spoil  all  their  plans  if  they  went 
in  and  took  their  places. 

Now,  there  had  never  been  a union  of 
the  wood-workers  in  the  town  in  which 
Page  lived;  it  had  never  seemed  necessary, 
as  they  had  all  been  friends  and  neighbors 
together,  hands  and  employers,  from  the 
time  the  factory  had  been  established.  And 
no  organizer  had  ever  come  among  them 
to  urge  the  benefits  of  co-operation.  They 
did  not  at  first  comprehend  or  realize  the 
situation  of  the  striking  workers,  and  con- 
sidered themselves  at  liberty  to  take  the 
jobs  of  the  old  hands  if  they  did  not  want 
them.  So  they  marched  up  to  the  gate  soon 
after  arriving  to  apply  for  work. 

They  were  met  by  a delegation  of  the  old 
hands.  The  situation  was  carefully  ex- 
plained to  them ; the  demands  they  had 
made  were  shown  to  be  just  and  right,  and 
the  probability  of  their  gaining  their  point 
if  uninterfered  with,  explained.  Page  felt 
inclined  to  argue  the  matter. 

“But  if  you  do  not  wish  to  take  these 
places  at  the  terms  the  managers  offer,  and 
we  do,  can  you  complain?  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  are  simply  exercising  our  natural 
rights  to  accept  the  owners’  terms  if  we 
prefer  to  do  that  to  being  idle.” 

“This  might  be  true  if  we  were  not  all 
in  competition  with  one  another  for  the 
work  there  is  to  do  in  the  world.  But  if 
we  underbid  each  other  at  every  oppor- 
tunity don’t  you  see  that  in  a little  while 
we  would  not  receive  enough  to  sustain  life 
at  all?  Supposing  some  one  else  whose 
wants  are  more  urgent  than  yours  comes 
and  offers  to  do  this  work  cheaper  than  you 
can ; the  owners  would  take  them  and  you 
would  be  out  of  a job  again  unless  you 
could  succeed  in  underbidding  some  other 
workers.  The  only  hope  we  have  is  in 
standing  by  each  other.  If  workers  would 
all  combine  and  resolve  to  work  only  if  we 
receive  the  full  value  of  our  productions,  we 
would  receive  it,  and  there  would  be  no 
parasites  in  society.” 

“But  in  that  case  there  would  not  be 
work  enough  to  go  around,  for  everybody 
would  have  to  work  to  get  anything,”  an- 
swered Page,  very  greatly  interested. 

“Exactly,”  replied  the  representative; 
“each  one  would  be  compelled  to  do  an 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 


1516 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


equivalent  in  work  for  all  the  products  of 
labor  he  used.  Do  you  see  anything  unfair 
in  that?  And  then  if  there  were  not  work 
enough  to  keep  every  man  busy  ten  or  even 
eight  hours  a day,  he  need  only  work  six 
or  four  or  three,  as  the  case  may  be.  He 
would  then  have  leisure  to  improve  his 
mind,  and  cultivate  his  soul.  But  if  this 
radical  change  is  not  possible  to-day,  we 
still  can  keep  wages  up  to  a living  standard 
if  we  stand  by  each  other,  and  never,  under 
any  circumstances  underbid  one  another. 
We  will  send  some  one  down  to  your  place 
and  you  fellows  must  form  a union ; then 
you  will  have  help  if  you  need  it,  as  we 
ask  you  to  help  us  now.  I am  sure  that  if 
you  understand  the  situation  you  will  not 
remain  here  to  ruin  our  prospects/’ 

“We  will  go  away  and  think  this  over,” 
answered  Page,  and  the  men  went  back  to 
a secluded  place  to  consult  with  one  an- 
other on  the  subject. 

The  need  of  some  of  the  men  was  so 
great  that  they  could  not  be  brought  to  see 
the  argument  as  it  had  been  presented  to 
them. 

“It  seems  to  me  every  one  has  got  to 
look  out  for  themselves.”  said  one.  “No- 
body else  ain’t  agoin’  to  feed  my  youngsters 
if  I don’t,  an’  I’m  blamed  if  I’m  goin’  to 
see  ’em  starve  when  I’ve  got  a chance  to 
work.” 

“I  don’t  believe  our  children  will  be 
obliged  to  starve,  if  we  stand  by  those  fel- 
lows,” replied  Page.  “It  looks  right  to  me, 
the  way  they  put  it.  We've  no  security 
when  we  get  work,  as  long  as  we  each  try 
to  look  out  for  ourselves,  for  somebody  may 
come  along  any  day  and  underbid  us  anu 
get  our  places.” 

The  men  talked  and  argued  a long  time. 
George  Harter  felt  the  full  force  of  Page’s 
arguments,  but  his  first  human  instinct,  self- 
preservation,  pulled  hard  on  him.  His  was 
a narrow,  short-sighted  selfishness,  for  his 
inclination  toward  an  immediate  good  would 
have  surely  led  to  an  ultimate  evil,  one 
that  would  plunge  the  whole  race  of  work- 
ers into  deeper  poverty  and  slavery. 

But  while  they  were  talking  a representa- 
tive of  the  owners  came  over  to  them. 
He  offered  them  work  at  wages  as  good  as 
they  had  been  receiving,  he  would  take  all 


of  them  who  had  been  working  in  their 
home  manufactory;  and  seeing  that  Page 
seemed  a sort  of  a natural  leader  and 
looked  every  inch  a man  and  a good,  hon- 
orable worker,  he  offered  him  a position 
as  foreman  in  one  of  the  departments  at 
better  wages  than  he  had  dreamed  of;  and 
George  Harter,  too,  was  offered  a better 
position  than  he  had  ever  filled.  The  man 
used  all  his  persuasive  powers  and  the  men 
asked  a little  time  to  think  it  over.  So  he 
left  them  hoping  to  see  them  soon,  he 
said. 

It  was  a terrible  ordeal  to  men  circum- 
stanced as  these  men  were.  Here  was  one 
who  had  a sick  mother  who  needed  much 
care  and  attendance.  Here  another  who 
had  his  little  home  nearly  paid  for  and 
who  would  lose  it  if  he  could  not  finish 
the  payments  soon.  Here  was  another  who 
had  had  to  go  in  debt  on  account  of  sick- 
ness and  accidents  in  his  family,  and  who 
had  not  had  sufficient  to  eat  for  a long 
time,  so  saving  had  he  been  in  order  to 
make  up  his  debts.  And  here  was  Page; 
no  man  could  have  been  greater  tempted; 
it  was  worse  than  death  for  him  to  tell 
Rosa  that  he  must  give  up  marrying  be- 
cause he  could  not  afford  to  keep  a wife 
and  make  a home — great,  strong  man  as  he 
was.  And  here  he  was  offered  wages  that 
would  enable  him  to  keep  Rosa  like  a lady, 
and  to  live  as  befits  intelligent,  aspiring 
human  beings.  He  could  not  argue  against 
accepting  the  offer  as  he  felt  he  ought  to. 
And  the  feeble  discussion  fell  flat  presently; 
then  some  one  offered  to  go  up  and  tell  the 
owners  that  they  would  go  to  work  and 
no  one  said  him  “nay.” 

An  hour  later,  they  all  started  again  for 
the  factory.  They  tried  to  avoid  meeting 
any  of  the  old  hands,  but  they  were  quickh 
apprised  of  the  movement  and  were  stand- 
ing together  on  a vacant  lot  a little  elevated 
above  the  street.  They  simply  stood  there, 
looking  stern,  scornful,  accusing — a silent 
but  powerful  force,  that  made  more  than 
one  man  tremble  and  grow  pale.  But  the 
wives,  mothers,  sisters  and  children  were 
not  so  reticent.  As  they  passed  their 
humble  little  homes  the  women  stood  at 
the  gates  with  their  babes  in  their  arms 
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and  the  children  ran  into  the  street  in  front 
of  them. 

“ Scabs !”  “Traitors ! ” “Scabs !” 

These  words  were  hissed  between  closed 
teeth,  were  shouted  at  them,  screamed  at 
them,  hurled  at  them  with  the  keenest 
accents  of  scorn.  One  woman  flung  her- 
self in  front  of  Page  and  held  up  her 
sickly,  frail  little  babe. 

“Do  you  want  to  kill  it?”  she  asked. 
“Do  you  want  to  turn  us  all  into  the 
streets  to  die?  These  are  our  homes,  we 
belong  here.  What  do  you  strangers  want 
with  our  homes,  our  work,  our  lives?” 

And  “scab!”  “traitor!”  came  as  an  echo 
to  her  words  on  every  side. 

Page  stopped  and  looked  at  her.  He 
thought  of  his  sister  at  home  with  her 
babe  that  might  come  to  want  as  this  babe 
had.  But  it  made  him  realize  all  at  once 
how  near  akin  all  the  poor  were,  how 
nearly  alike  were  their  sorrows,  and  woes, 
how  their  wrongs  were  the  same  every- 
where. 

“Boys,”  he  said,  turning  around,  “I  can’t 
stand  this.  It’s  stealing — stealing  from  our 
own.  I am  going  home.” 

The  men  were  all  ashamed  of  the  part 
they  were  taking  by  this  time.  Without 
a word  they  turned  and  followed  Page 
down  the  street,  the  strikers  sending  a 
hearty  cheer  after  them.  Some  of  them 
accompanied  them  to  the  depot  and  had  a 
good  talk>  explaining  more  fully  the  prin- 
ciples of  unionism,  and  the  more  they  com- 
prehended the  more  the  boys  fell  in  with 
them.  They  resolved  to  organize  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  strikers  offered  to  help 
any  one  that  was  particularly  needy  until 
they  could  find  work,  and  two  or  three  of 
the  men  thinking  of  loved  ones  at  home 
accepted.  They  had  paid  out  some  of  their 
precious  money  for  car  fare,  and  were  to 
go  home  with  no  good  news,  and  so— do 
not  blame  them. 

The  men  had  a hard  time  of  it  througn 
the  winter ; the  poor  have  known  many  such 
winters,  and  learn  to  bear  them  with  a sort 
of  stoic  patience  that  ought  to  be  rewarded, 
but  seldom  is.  Some  of  the  men  got  odd 
jobs  and  those  who  had  anything  helped 
the  others.  Some  assistance,  too,  came 
from  the  outside. 


Rosa’s  father  offered  Page  a place  in  his 
little  grocery  store,  at  small  wages  until 
the  factory  started  up  again,  but  Page  did 
not  think  it  honorable  to  marry  Rosa  on 
such  prospects.  He  worked  on  as  faithfully 
as  though  he  were  paid  the  highest  wages, 
and  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of 
his  prospective  father-in-law.  But  he  had 
to  give  up  the  cottage  he  had  rented,  store 
away  the  pieces  of  furniture  into  which 
he  had  worked  so  much  that  was  tender 
and  sweet,  along  with  many  a bright  hope. 
But  in  the  spring  the  factory  opened  again 
and  the  men  were  all  put  back  to  work. 
And  the  men  organized  a union  which  was 
one  of  the  best  in  the  land. 

The  strikers  in  the  neighboring  city  won 
the  strike  and  are  staunch  union  men  as 
ever. — Lizzie  M.  Holmes,  in  The  Tailor. 


A MORSE  FLIRTATION. 

► OING  over  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York  on  the  train  the  other 
day,”  said  a division  inspector 
for  one  of  the  telegraph  companies,  in  the 
Washington  Star , “I  found  myself  invol- 
untarily eaves-dropping  on  an  innocent  little 
Morse  flirtation. 

“It  happened  in  the  dining  car.  There 
were  only  three  of  us  to  respond  to  the 
last  call  for  dinner.  The  girl  sat  alone 
at  the  table  across  the  aisle  from  mine. 
For  all  that  she  was  obviously  a business 
girl,  she  was  as  pretty  and  graceful  and 
groomed  as  a show  apple  in  the  window 
of  a fancy  fruit  shop.  The  man  who  sat 
at  the  table  behind  her,  with  the  back  of 
his  chair  all  but  touching  hers,  was  a 
personable,  well-cared-for-looking  chap  of 
thirty  or  so — type  of  the  hustling,  alert 
young  man  of  business. 

“As  we  three  were  the  last  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  dinner,  all  of  the  wait- 
ers except  one  had  gone  off  duty  and 
hung  up  their  aprons.  The  remaining 
waiter  took  the  orders  of  the  three  of 
us  in  a bunch,  and  then  disappeared  into 
the  diner  kitchen.  He  was  gone  an  un- 
conscionably long  time.  Probably  the  cook 
hadn’t  expected  any  responses  to  last  call, 
and  had  to  begin  over  again.  The  young 
woman  was  the  first  of  us  to  show  im- 
patience. She  didn’t  look  peevish  over  the 
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waiter’s  long  absence,  but  she  signed 
wearily  several  times  and  rested  her  pretty 
chin  in  the  palms  of  her  hands  and  gazed 
drearily  out  of  the  windows.  I could  see 
that  she  was  a mite  irritated  over  the 
waiter’s  prolonged  sojourn  in  the  kitchen. 

“Then,  out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye — 
I was  passing  away  the  time  by  glanc- 
ing over  the  headlines  of  a newspaper — I 
saw  her  pick  up  her  knife  in  an  abstracted 
sort  of  a way.  The  water  jug  was  right 
beside  the  place  from  which  she  picked  up 
the  knife. 

“In  an  unconscious  sort  of  way  she  be- 
gan to  tap  on  the  side  of  the  water  bottle 
with  the  end  of  the  knife.  This  is  what 
she  tapped: 

“‘Blame  that  waiter!’ 

“The  young  fellow  seated  with  his  back 
to  her  instantly  chirked  up.  He.  too,  had 
a newspaper  spread  out  in  front  of  him, 
and  until  the  tapping  on  the  water  bottle 
began  he  had  looked  extremely  bored.  At 
that  sound,  however,  he  looked  up  from  the 
paper  and  gazed  straight  ahead  of  him,  his 
face  screwed  into  an  expression  of  keen  at- 
tention. 

“The  young  woman  dropped  her  knife 
impatiently  as  soon  as  she  had  tapped  her 
mild  objurgation  of  the  waiter  on  the  bottle. 
The  young  man  instantly  picked  up  his  knife. 
This  is  what  he  tapped,  Morse-wise,  and 
with  a good  deal  of  speed  and  finish,  on 
his  water  bottle: 

“‘Thanks.  Same  here.  But  why  ‘blame?* 
That  let’s  him  down  too  easily.’ 

“It  was  the  young  woman’s  turn  to  emerge 
suddenly  from  her  bored  state.  She  flushed 
slightly,  and  a smile  lurked  around  the 
corners  of  her  mouth,  but  she  didn’t  turn 
her  head. 

“The  young  man  hadn’t  twisted  about 
in  his  chair  to  look  at  her  either.  Mighty 
self-contained  young  people,  I thought. 
She  picked  up  her  knife  again  as  soon  as 
his  tapping  ceased. 

“ ‘Well,  hang  him,  then,’  she  tapped. 

“ ‘Not  strong  enough  yet,’  he  tapped  in 
quick  reply.  ‘Want  me  to  say  it?  It  might 
help  some.’ 

“ ‘Please  don’t,’  she  tapped,  almost  break- 
ing in  upon  him.  ‘I  hate  profanity.’ 


“Well,  that  was  a pretty  good  start  I 
kept  my  eyes  on  my  paper,  looking  as  in- 
nocent as  I could.  They  went  ahead  with 
that  water  jug  conversation  for  fifteen  min- 
utes more  before  the  waiter  appeared  with 
our  dinners.  But  they  never  even  turned 
once  to  look  at  each  other.  I have  a shrewd 
suspicion  that  they’d  surveyed  each  other 
sort  of  casually  before  sitting  down. 

“She  tapped  that  she  was  perishing  for 
food,  because  she’d  been  compelled  to  race 
for  a train  that  day  without  breakfast.  It 
was  the  same  with  him,  he  tapped  in  reply. 
He  had  over-slept  himself,  and  had  only 
made  the  train  by  an  eyelash. 

“When  the  waiter  at  length  brought  the 
food  they  went  ahead  and  ate,  occasionally 
taking  up  their  knives  to  tap  out  some  son 
of  humorous  comment  on  the  picked-up 
character  of  the  dinner.  When  the  coffee 
was  reached  the  young  man  tapped  the 
question:  ‘Live  in  New  York?’ 

“ ‘Brooklyn,’  she  replied. 

" Sad  story,  your’s,’  was  his  come-back. 

“ Wouldn’t  live  anywhere  else  for  the 
mint.’  she  tapped. 

“ That’s  right — stick  up  for  your  own 
village  green,’  was  his  reply. 

“Well,  I simply  couldn’t  resist  the  im- 
pulse to  get  in  then.  I was  through  with 
my  dinner  and  ready  to  leave  the  dining 
car.  I folded  up  my  paper  and  pushed 
back  my  chair.  Then  I took  hold  of  my 
knife  and  drummed  this  on  the  water  bottle : 

“ Enjoy  yourselves  while  you’re  young, 
children.  Don’t  you  mind  grizzled  old 
fogies  like  me.* 

“When  I dropped  the  knife  and  glanced 
across  the  aisle  at  them  in  a sort  of  side- 
long way,  they  were  both  regarding  me 
with  broad  smiles. 

“The  ice  was  broken.  We  all  sat  around 
one  table,  had  more  coffee  and  chatted  for 
a while. 

“The  young  man  was  connected  with  one 
of  the  big  life  insurance  companies  in  New 
York.  The  young  woman  was  the  business 
manager  of  a fashion  publication.  Both  of 
them  had  learned  key  punching  in  their 
teens  and  had  worked  at  it  in  branch  offices. 

“They  were  a wholesome,  clean-minded 
pair  of  young  people,  who  had  been  fighting 
the  battle  of  life  almost  since  their  child- 
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hood.  I noticed  that  he  was  lugging  her 
hand  traps,  as  well  as  his  own,  going 
toward  the  ferry  after  leaving  the  train. 
And  so,  who  knows?  I should  like  to  hear 
of  that  as  the  solution  of  their  innocent 
little  water  bottle  flirtation  in  Morse. 


A STERN  CHASE. 


NUMBER  of  depot  loungers  fringed 
/y  the  platform  at  Galeville  watching 
J * for  the  smoke  of  23  and  discussing 
the  incarceration  of  Glass-Eye  Ken- 
nedy. The  desperado  on  a rampage,  jeal- 
ous of  the  noise-making  proclivities  of  14, 
had  sent  a fusillade  of  pistol  shots  after 
the  express  train  as  it  tore  shrieking 
through  the  valley;  a proceeding  which 
landed  him  in  the  lock-up  when  he  became 
too  mellow  to  handle  a shooting-iron.  This 
caused  the  conversation  to  turn  on  “bad 
men”  in  general — men  confirmed  in  the 
practice  of  shooting  at  the  drop  of  a hat. 

“Your  bad  man  of  the  West  is  generally 
game  to  the  core,”  remarked  Boggs,  the 
conductor,  who  was  enjoying  an  off  day; 
“but  dare-devil  recklessness  and  a sublime 
disregard  of  danger  are  sometimes  asso- 
ciated with  the  saving  of  human  life,  a 
distinction  decidedly  more  humanitarian. 
I’ll  never  forget  the  wild  night-ride  of 
Borax  Bill,  the  miner,  on  a yard  engine, 
and  the  remarkable  feat  performed  by  Lariat 
Jim.” 

“That  the  chap  who  saved  the  runaway 
train  at  Lariat  Loup?”  inquired  Billings, 
the  station  agent 

“Yes,”  replied  Boggs,  puffing  reflectively 
at  his  pipe.  “But  that  wasn’t  a marker  to 
this  case.  Lassoed  a fractious  locomotive 
and  saved  the  Sunset  Flyer,  coming  in 
the  opposite  direction  on  the  same  track 
from  certain  destruction.  His  hearers  ex- 
changed incredulous  glances. 

“Lassoed  a locomotive!”  exclaimed 
Fogarty,  an  old  engineer.  “Was  she 
standin’  still  ?” 


“No,  Fogarty,”  said  Boggs,  severely; 
“not  standin*  still.  I said  a fractious  loco- 
motive— a runaway  yard  engine,  going  at 
full  speed.” 


‘Gosh !”  exclaimed  Fogarty,  and  sub- 
sided. 

“You  see,  it  was  like  this,”  continued 
Boggs,  settling  himself  in  the  angle  caused 
by  the  junction  of  an  up-ended  trunk  and 
a case  of  canned  salmon,  and  resting  his 
elbow  on  a convenient  keg  of  paint.  “It 
seems  that  Borax  Bill  had  been  absorbing 
tangle-foot  all  day,  and  toward  evening 
found  the  plodding  pace  of  his  patient 
broncho  too  slow  for  his  quickened  sensi- 
bilities. Coming  across  a deserted  yard- 
engine  at  a siding,  he  dismounted  and  slid 
into  the  cab.  Then  he  threw  a lever  and 
pulled  the  throttle  wide  open.  The  engine 
was  off  like  a shot,  to  the  consternation 
of  the  engineer  and  fireman,  who  were 
quenching  their  thirst  at  a nearby  spring. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  Bill’s  mad  ride, 
which  might  have  ended  so  disastrously. 
Like  a black  streak  the  engine  sped  along, 
saluting  occasional  way-stations  with  wild 
whoops  and  a volley  of  pistol  shots  instead 
of  the  usual  clamor  of  whistle  and  bell. 
Bill  enjoyed  it  immensely.  Only  the  blamed 
thing  was  running  backwards.  This  made 
him  dizzy,  he  afterwards  averred.  But 
presently  the  heat  of  the  cab  and  the  liquor 
he  had  imbibed  got  in  their  deadly  work, 
and  Bill  gradually  lost  consciousness. 

“I  was  down  at  Stuart’s  Basin  that  even- 
ing, a new  station  at  the  brink  of  a shallow 
concave  valley,  which  gave  a decided  dip 
to  the  track.  Higgins  had  been  installed 
as  operator.  Some  section  hands  were  put- 
ting in  a siding,  but  the  switch  had  not  yet 
been  cut  into  the  main  track.  We  were 
sitting  on  the  platform  enjoying  the  even- 
ing air — myself,  Lariat  Jim  and  some  others. 
It  was  an  off  day  for  the  express  messenger, 
and  he  had  come  down  to  break  an  unruly 
mustang  for  Seth  Hawkins,  the  stage  driver. 
Jim’s  trusty  lariat,  the  longest  and  strongest 
piece  of  hemp  in  those  parts — a relic  of 
his  cowboy  and  pony  express  days — lay  at 
his  feet.  Suddenly  Higgins  rushed  out  of 
doors,  his  face  as  white  as  his  shirt. 


“ ‘My  God,  boys,’  he  cried,  ‘there’s  a run- 
away engine  coming  tank  first  from  the 
yards  above.  I called  up  Angle’s  to  hold 
and  side-track  the  Sunset  Flyer  there,  but 
I was  too  late ! She’s  gone !’  We  were 
all  on  our  feet  and  talking  at  once. 
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“‘Can’t  we  ditch  her?*  I cried;  ‘tear  up 
the  rails  and  send  some  one  to  flag  the 
Flyer!’ 

“ ‘There  isn’t  a tool  within  a mile,’  re- 
plied Higgins.  ‘The  workmen  carried 
everything  to  their  sleeping  quarters  for 
safety/ 

“ ‘The  hand-car  and  those  sleepers,’  sug- 
gested Jim. 

“ ‘Not  heavy  enough.  She’d  go  through 
’em  like  fire  through  the  dry  brush.  Wil- 
liams telegraphed  something  about  a drunken 
miner  in  the  cab,  and  that  her  steam  seemed 
to  be  holding  out  If  we  could  only  get 
the  Flyer  in  the  clear  until — * The  rumble 
of  the  approaching  engine  came  faintly  to 
our  ears,  and  a bright  point  of  light  shone 
yellow  in  the  gathering  gloom. 

“ ‘The  Flyer  left  Angle’s  five  minutes  ago. 
If  that  engine  gets  past  us,  a terrible  col- 
lision is  inevitable.* 

“Horror  rendered  us  speechless.  Already 
we  saw  that  flying  caravan  of  metal  and 
wood,  a mangled,  distorted  pile  of  wreck- 
age; already  the  shrieks  of  the  maimed 
and  the  dying  assailed  our  ears.  We 
thought  of  the  men,  women  and  children, 
care-free  and  thoughtless  of  danger,  who 
must  pay  the  fearful  forfeit  of  a rum- 
crazed,  madman’s  whim. 

*1  never  saw  Jim  Larkin  so  pale — no, 
not  even  at  Lariat  Loop.  There  was  a 
personal  note  of  anguish  in  his  suffering 
which  was  absent  from  ours.  We  remem- 
bered that  he  had  let  a local  go  by  and 
was  waiting  for  the  Flyer.  We  had  smiled, 
for  the  reason  was  plain  enough.  Little 
Daisy  Sutton,  the  engineer’s  daughter,  w*as 
aboard  the  Flyer,  coming  back  from  board- 
ing school,  and  Jim — well,  every  railroad 
man  knew  the  romance  of  Jim  Larkin  and 
Daisy  Sutton. 

“On  came  the  runaway  engine  with  un- 
abated speed.  A headlight  on  the  tender, 
another  at  the  smoke-stack,  caused  her  to 
resemble  a huge  black  jack-knife  cutting 
the  darkness,  front  and  rear,  with  gleam- 
ing blades.  Jim  grasped  his  lariat,  and  a 
great  resolution  seemed  to  take  possession 
of  him. 

“ ‘Boys,  the  instant  that  engine  has  passed 
give  me  a lift  on  the  hand-car  and  swing 
it  on  the  track,’  he  cried. 


“‘What  do  you  mean  to  do?*  we  de- 
manded with  one  voice. 

“ ‘Go  after  her,  lasso  her  and  bring  her 
back,’  he  said.  Believing  that  the  man  had 
gone  daft,  we  turned  awray.  ‘Don’t  go 
back  on  me,  boys,’  he  pleaded.  ‘I  can  do 
it  with  an  even  break — I swear  I can/ 

“Something  of  the  man’s  spirit  seemed 
communicated  to  us,  and  wre  jumped  across 
the  track.  An  avalanche  of  metal  and  smoke 
bore  down  upon  us.  We  caught  a glimpse 
of  a white  check  and  a shock  of  matted 
hair;  a nerveless  arm  dangling  out  of  the 
cab  window,  as  the  runaway  thundered 
past. 

“ ‘Now,’  fairly  screamed  Jim,  and  we 
swung  the  hand-car  on  the  track,  Jim  pitch- 
ing a number  of  heavy  sleepers  aboard  for 
ballast.  ‘Give  me  a start.’  he  shouted,  work- 
ing the  handle  with  frantic  energy*.  We 
pushed  the  car  before  us,  running  as  fast 
as  we  could.  Striking  the  grade  a little 
distance  beyond,  he  sped  down  into  the 
basin  like  a flash. 

“The  hand-car,  offering  less  resistance 
to  the  wind,  gradually  gained  on  the  lumber- 
ing engine,  until  only  about  fifty  feet  sep- 
arated them.  Then  Jim  crouched  down  on 
the  swaying  platform,  whirling  the  lariat 
about  his  head.  The  moon  was  shining 
brightly,  yet  the  smoke-stack  of  the  engine 
presented  a vague  and  uncertain  mark. 
Twice  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  hearing 
the  faint  distant  whistle  of  the  Flyer,  his 
heart  sickened  with  dread  within  him.  The 
third  time,  however,  he  was  successful — 
the  noose  of  the  lariat  rattled  about  the 
smoke-stack  and  was  drawn  taut.  Crouch- 
ing low,  he  manipulated  his  end  of  the  line 
until  he  succeeded  in  passing  the  slack 
under  the  end  of  the  heavy  beam  which 
replaced  the  pilot  at  the  front  of  the  en- 
gine. This  caused  the  line  to  run  almost 
parallel  with  the  track  and  prevented  the 
engine  from  hoisting  the  car  into  the  air. 
Then  he  tied  the  lariat  fast.  Reaching 
level  ground,  Jim  let  the  momentum  of  his 
plunge  dowrn  the  grade  carry  him  within 
ten  feet  or  so  of  his  strange  quarry,  reg- 
ulating his  speed  by  means  of  the  foot- 
brake.  Then  he  took  in  the  slack  and  made 
a new  tie-off.  The  puffing  engine  soon 
cleared  the  level  space  and  began  labor- 
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iously  climbing  the  grade  on  the  opposite 
side.  Now  Jim  hurled  the  sleepers  from 
the  car  to  lighten  it.  The  hand-car  kept 
the  lariat  taut,  like  the  plummet  at  the  end 
of  a line,  rendering  a collision  impossible. 
The  whistle  of  the  Flyer  sounded  danger- 
ously near,  and  Jim  knew  he  must  act 
promptly.  Lying  on  his  face  with  extended 
arms  he  began  pulling  hand  over  hand  at 
the  line  to  close  the  gap  between  them,  his 
feet  extending  over  the  edge  of  the  plat- 
form, pulled  the  car  with  him.  It  was  a 
herculean  task,  but  Jim  had  a back  of 
bronze  and  sinews  of  steel,  and  persevered. 
When  he  made  his  last  tie-off  only  about 
two  feet  separated  engine  and  hand-car. 

“The  most  perilous  part  of  the  job  was 
still  before  him.  A mis-step  meant  certain 
death,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  scores 
of  others.  A few  moments  more  and  the 
Flyer  would  be  bearing  down  upon  them. 
He  threw  himself  forward  from  the  frail 
car  and  his  hands  grasped  the  front  of  the 
engine,  where  he  clung  like  a leech,  his 
feet  seeking  the  beam  below.  In  a jiffy 
he  was  in  the  cab,  shutting  off  steam  and 
firing  up  like  a demon.  To  tumble  the 
hand-car  from  the  track  was  but  the  work 
of  a second;  then  Jim,  cutting  loose  for 
dear  life,  shot  the  runaway  back  to  Stuart's, 
bathed  in  the  very  glow  of  the  Flyer’s 
headlight.  Here  one  of  the  boys  relieved 
him,  taking  the  engine  back  to  the  yards — 
whjle  Borax  Bill  slept  on. 

“I  guess  that’s  about  all  there  is  to  tell. 
When  the  passengers  poured  out  of  the 
Flyer  at  Stuart’s  and  learned  of  their  mirac- 
ulous escape  from  annihilation,  they  were 
hysterical  in  their  manifestations  of  grati- 
tude. But  Jim  was  the  coolest  man  of 
them  all.  That  is,  he  was  until  a certain 
young  lady  leaned  her  head  upon  his  breast 
and  wept  tears  of  joy. 

“Borax  Bill  ? He  cleared  out — went  back 
to  the  borax  lands  when  he  heard  that  the 
company  intended  to  make  it  hot  for  him. 
But  he  swore  off  after  that.  Fact.  Never 
touched  another  drop.  Said  that  his  wild 
ride  on  the  engine  had  convinced  him  that 
he  was  going  the  pace  that  kills.” 

At  that  moment  the  hoarse  whistle  of  23 
punctured  the  stillness  of  the  evening.  As 
Boggs  swung  aboard,  the  group  on  the  plat- 


form voted  him  a veritable  Munchausen 
of  the  rail. — By  Rollin  Cutter,  in  The 
Express  Gazette. 


AN  UNCHRONICLED  EXPERIENCE  OF 

A NIGHT  TELEGRAPHER. 

ERHAPS  it  was  fate  decreed  that 
1x2/  Charles  Francis  should  choose  rail- 
\ roading  as  a means  of  livelihood, 
and  that  particular  branch  of  railroading, 
which  calls  for  the  greatest  tension  and 
strain  on  the  nerves,  but  fate  decreed  no 
more.  That  fickle  dame  seemed  to  have 
entirely  deserted  him  after  seeing  him  fairly 
launched  in  his  chosen  vocation,  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  night  office  at  Fort  Hero. 

The  first  night  on  duty  he  gave  the  con- 
ductor of  the  through  fast  freight  a 19 
order  for  a 31.  When  the  dispatcher  called 
for  the  conductor’s  signature  to  the  order 
Charley  promptly  “OS’d”  the  train  “by.” 
Luckily  the  dispatcher  was  able  to  get  the 
conductor  at  the  next  station  and  obtain  his 
signature  before  anything  serious  resulted. 
He  then  endeavored  (in  no  mild  terms) 
to  impress  cn  Charley’s  mind  what  a bright, 
brainy  telegrapher  he  was,  or  vice  versa. 

Charley  held  the  night  job  at  Fort  Hero 
fdr  three  or  four  months,  without  any  other 
offense  more  serious  than  throwing  his 
order  board  on  a stock  train  after  half  the 
train  had  passed  it,  when  the  dispatcher 
said  he  would  like  to  give  them  a time 
order  on  the  up  sleeper  if  they  were  not 
by  him.  However,  that  was  nothing  very 
serious,  as  it  only  delayed  the  stock  train 
two  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes  to  get 
two  cars  on  track  which  had  jumped  off, 
when  the  brakes  were  thrown  on,  in  the 
“emergency,”  and  just  five  minutes  for  the 
conductor  to  tell  Charley  what  he  thought 
of  telegraphers  in  general,  and  one  in  par- 
ticular. When  the  conductor  left  the  office, 
the  spring  lock  on  the  door  mysteriously 
snapped,  and  after  that  business  was  done 
through  the  grating — out  of  arm’s  reach. 

About  a month  afterwards  Charlie  was 
transferred  to  Isle  La  Grande,  a station 
about  forty  miles  west  of  Fort  Hero,  where 
he  had  to  “shake  his  wrist”  in  no  slouchy 
manner  to  keep  up  with  the  orders  that 
were  “thrown”  at  him,  as  it  was  a sort  of 
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terminal  or  “turn  around”  for  the  division, 
the  crews  being  run  from  one  or  the  other 
end  of  the  division  and  if  no  rush  freight 
in  train  or  if  cars  enough  at  “The  Isle.” 
they  invariably  turned,  except  in  case  of 
stock  or  time  freight. 

There  was  Jess  chance  for  him  to  make 
any  blunders  on  this  job,  as  all  trains  had 
to  stop  and  register,  except  those  to  whom 
dispatcher  gave  permission  to  throw  off 
slip,  when  it  was  up  to  Charley  to  register 
them.  Charley  was  making  rapid  strides 
towards  perfection  in  his  chosen  profession 
at  Fort  Hero  at  the  expense  of  his  brother 
knights.  He  received  an  abundance  of 
practice,  but  they  soon  tired  of  his  everlast- 
ing “chewing,”  and  raged  at  the  gods  that 
blessed  (cursed,  they  thought)  him  with 
such  an  inquisitive  mind.  His  “fist”  was 
recognized  the  instant  he  opened  his  key, 
even  before  he  made  a character.  They 
had  had  a surfeit  of  such  questions  as 
“How’re  they  coming?”  “How  long  have 
you  been  at  the  business?”  “Send  slow, 
please ; I’m  new  at  the  business,”  etc. 

Running  west  from  Isle  La  Grande  was 
a bad  up  grade  requiring  the  services  of  a 
helping  engine  at  all  times  at  “The  Isk”  t^ 
push  trains  over  the  knoll  about  two  and 
one-half  miles  we  t of  there. 

One  night  when  Charley  had  been  work- 
ing at  “The  Isle”  about  two  months,  and 
when  he  had  become  pretty  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  road,  he  was  waiting 
for  the  wire  to  get  a time  order  against  the 
“Yankee  Express”  for  an  east-bound  extra 
which  was  ready  to  go,  but  was  waiting  for 
an  up  extra,  Engine  2339  with  a train  of 
stock  to  arrive.  Presently  the  dispatcher 
called  him  to  give  the  order  and,  while  he 
was  receiving  the  order.  Extra  2339  pulled 
by,  but  on  account  of  the  wire  being  badly 
crossed  Charley’s  mind  was  so  concen- 
trated he  didn’t  notice  the  speed  at  which 
they  were  moving,  until  he  looked  out  to 
see  if  down  extra  2401,  on  which  the  2339 
had  a meet,  was  in  sight.  What  he  saw 
was  the  tail  lights  of  extra  2339  about  600 
yards  away,  and  wheeling  at  a twenty-five- 
mile  clip  for  the  hill  to  make  Java,  the  next 
station  beyond  for  the  sleeper.  He  knew 
in  an  instant  what  it  meant ; they  must  have 
forgotten  the  meet  with  extra  2401,  as  the 


dispatcher  had  told  him  they  were  to  meet 
there,  and  also  what  it  meant  for  them  to 
make  the  hill.  Not  a soul  on  either  train 
would  live  to  tell  of  it. 

So  throwing  both  order  boards  to  “stop.” 
he  rushed  for  a lantern  and  tried  to  swing 
them  down,  but  evidently  they  did  not  see 
him,  for  the  train  kept  on,  slackening 
slightly  as  they  struck  the  grade,  but  surely 
at  a speed  to  take  her  over,  and  the  old 
2339  was  doing  herself  proud  that  night, 
emitting  a shower  of  sparks  from  the  stack 
at  every  turn  of  the  drivers.  He  knew  his 
signal  had  not  been  seen  or  it  would  have 
been  answered.  So  he  quickly  jumped  on 
the  engine  of  the  east-bound  extra,  which 
stood  near  by  having  her  fire  cleaned,  and 
blew  several  short  blasts  on  the  whistle  at 
intervals  of  a few  seconds,  but  neither  were 
they  heard,  for  the  roar  of  the  2339  ham- 
mering up  the  grade — and  to  destruction — 
drowned  all  other  sound  outside  her  own 
cab.  Charley  kept  cool  up  to  this  time,  but 
now  as  the  train  drew  farther  away  he 
came  very  near  losing  his  head,  in  fact,  he 
did  so,  as  much  as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of 
motion  for  a moment  or  two.  His  courage 
too,  which  up  to  this  time  had  buoyed  him. 
now,  seemed  to  ooze  away,  leaving  h m 
frightened — frightened  of  the  dark,  the  roar 
of  that  doomed  train,  and  the  terrible  con- 
sciousness of  the  impending  disaster,  which 
he  was  powerless  to  avert. 

A feeling  of  nausea  took  possession  of 
him  as  he  pictured  in  his  imagination  the 
awful  consequences.  He  stood  petrified 
with  fear  and  anger,  inwardly  raging  and 
cursing  the  crew  on  that  train  which  was 
going  so  fast  to  death.  As  he  stood  there, 
he  heard  a quite  “choo”  clos$  at  hand.  It 
was  the  throb  of  an  air  pump.  He  looked 
quickly  in  that  direction  and  a quick  ex- 
clamation escaped  him:  “Good  God.  it  is 

the  only  chance.”  Running  quickly  to  the 
spot  he  called : “Joe,  Joe,  for  God’s  sake. 
Joe;  they’re  running  by  their  orders;  stop 
them.”  But  he  received  no  answer 
Quickly  climbing  aboard  the  engine,  which 
was  the  helper  1018,  which  had  backed  in 
on  the  siding  to  let  extra  2339  pass,  he 
opened  the  throttle  and  had  her  moving. 

The  fireman  was  comfortably  ensconced 
in  the  arms  of  Morpheus,  but  the  engineer 
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was  not  to  be  seen.  He  forgot  in  his  ex- 
citement to  open  the  switch,  but  luckily 
for  him  the  1018  had  recently  had  an  over- 
hauling and  her  tires  being  in  good  shape 
the  flanges  forced  the  switch  open.  Once 
on  the  main  track  he  did  not  stop  to  close 
the  switch,  but  opened  her  up  and  promptly 
put  the  lever  in  the  corner.  Gradually  she 
gained  speed  and  as  gradually  the  fireman 
woke  up.  When  he  learned  the  state  of 
affairs  he  took  charge  of  the  engine  and 
put  the  sand  to  her.  She  was  already  gain- 
ing on  the  2339,  which  was  now  almost 
two-thirds  of  the  distance  to  the  top  of  the 
grade,  but  it  must  be  a race  if  the  1018  was 
to  catch  them.  How  that  little  “goat”  did 
run.  It  was  a repetition  of  the  days  when 
she  was  the  biggest  on  the  division,  hauling 
the  fast  overland  limited. 

Little  by  little  she  gained  on  them,  with 
the  whistle  shrieking  one  continuous  blast. 
One  by  one  the  telegraph  poles  skipped  by 
as  though  they  were  a picket  fence.  Still 
no  one  on  the  freight  seemed  to  hear  that 
nerve-racking  whistle. 

The  2339  was  certainly  showing  what  she 
could  do  with  a fast  train.  The  1018  was 
now  within  a couple  hundred  yards  of  the 
caboose,  with  her  drivers  spinning  like  fly 
wheels,  but  the  “hog”  was  still  nearer  the 
top  of  the  grade.  Fifty  yards  more  and 
she  would  ease  up  for  the  drop  into  Java. 
They  must  get  them  before  she  went  over. 
A little  more  sand  to  the  “goat,”  which  she 
answered,  by  a stream  of  fire  from  her 
drivers,  and  a forward  lurch,  more  sand, 
another  lurch,  one  hundred  yards  now. 
Charley  almost  loses  his  head  entirely  as  he 
realizes  how  close  they  are  to  the  summit; 
he  screams  at  Monteroy,  the  fireman,  to 
open  her  up;  he  even  takes  the  throttle 
himself,  and  pulls  on  it,  but  she  is  already 
wide  open.  How  he  curses  the  crew  of  the 
233 9,  as  if  they  were  going  to  their  death 
purposely. 

Fifty  yards  now;  again  he  yells  at  the 
fireman  to  give  her  more  steam.  Monteroy 
turns  with  a word  of  encouragement,  but 
Charley  is  nowhere  in  sight.  Presently, 
crawling  and  clawing  over  the  pilot,  Monte- 
roy descries  his  figure.  He  swings  Monte- 
roy the  “go  ahead”  signal,  but  he  ignores 


it ; he  pays  no  more  heed  to  him.  With  his 
hair  disheveled  and  his  eyes  staring  he 
looks  like  a very  madman  standing  there 
beside  the  boiler  head  with  the  reflection  of 
the  headlight  showing  him  up  against  the 
rear  of  the  caboose.  They  are  now  within 
ten  yards  of  the  caboose  and  Monteroy  ap- 
plies the  brake  in  time  to  avoid  a smash, 
but  not  too  soon  to  prevent  a heavy  jar. 

As  quickly  as  they  strike  Charley  rushes 
into  the  caboose  and  finds  the  conductor 
sitting  in  his  chair  where  he  had  fallen 
asleep  booking  his  way  bills,  and  the  flag- 
man also  asleep  in  the  cupola.  He  jumped 
for  the  air  valve  and  applied  the  brakes  just 
as  the  2339  was  being  eased  up  for  the 
drift  into  Java. 

When  the  engineer  learned  what  he  was 
stopped  for,  he  said  they  met  extra  2401  at 
Isle  La  Grande.  On  being  told  that  it  was 
the  engine  of  another  east-bound  extra, 
he  said  he  took  it  for  the  2401.  The  con- 
ductor apparently  trusted  it  all  to  the 
engineer. 

It  was  impossible  to  keep  the  affair 
“under  cover,”  so  the  superintendent  had 
all  the  facts  next  day  and  promptly  ordered 
an  investigation,  which  resulted  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  whole  crew  of  the  2339,  the 
severe  disciplining  of  the  engineer  of  engine 
1018  for  leaving  his  engine,  and  also  a 
severe  censure  for  Charley  for  leaving  his 
office  without  permission,  and  if  it  had 
happened  that  the  freight  had  passed  over 
the  hill  and  the  two  trains  came  together, 
it  would  have  been  instant  dismissal,  not- 
withstanding his  strenuous  efforts  to  save 
them.  The  fact  was  indelibly  impressed 
on  his  mind  by  the  ‘old  man”  that  he  must 
never  leave  his  office  without  permission 
from  the  train  dispatcher. 

That  was  several  years  ago,  but  Charley 
is  still  a telegrapher  on  the  line,  to  be 
sworn  at  by  trainmen  when  they  feel  so 
disposed,  and  with  a box  car  for  an  office 
and  a caboose  cushion  for  a couch. 

But  perhaps  they  need  him  in  such  a 
position,  emergencies  such  as  the  foregoing 
may  arise — who  knows  when? 

“The  Wandering  Jew." 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 


1524 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


A MICAWBER  OF  THE  KEY. 

<<  w E knew  his  business,  that  was 
fcl  evident/*  remarked  old  Bill 
I ^ Fitzgerald,  as  he  seated  himself 
in  the  accustomed  chair  in  the 
cosy  corner  of  “Finnegan’s  cigar  store.” 
The  gang  moved  up  nearer,  and  assumed  a 
collective  attitude  of  expectancy,  for  old 
Bill  was  known  to  be  a veritable  gold  mine 
of  reminiscence  and  anecdote.  “He  could 
talk  shop,”  resumed  Bill,  “better  than  any 
telegraph  operator  that  ever  came  down  the 
line.  In  the  parlance  of  a village  “tonsorial 
parlor,”  he  was  a “lulu.”  He  struck  me, 
once  upon  a time,  while  I was  working  and 
shantying  in  the  jungles  along  the  line  of 
the  Bessemer,  between  Butler  and  Pitts- 
burg. After  I had  loaded  him  to  the  gun- 
wales with  punk  and  potatoes,  macaroni, 
onions,  and  black  strap,  the  cockles  of  his 
soul  loosened  up,  and  he  told  me  a few. 

“ T’ve  been  down  East/  he  warbled,  ‘at 
IQS  Broadway,  working  for  the  Western 
Union.  But  life  there  is  too  strenu  us. 
The  night  chief  stands  over  you  with  a 
club;  each  slave  has  a certain  stunt  (and 
it’s  a good,  big  one,  too)  to  perform,  and 
if  one  ventures  to  register  the  smallest  kind 
of  a kick  they  wire  St.  Peter  at  the  Golden 
Gate  to  blackball  him,  and  not  to  pass  him 
in,  after  he  has  finally  succumbed,  on  ac- 
count, principally,  of  his  digestive  and  as- 
similative apparatus  rema:ning  too  long  in 
a state  of  innocuous  desuetude.  That’s 
pretty  near  what  they  done  to  me.  anyway. 
But  I circumvented  ’em.  just  the  same.  It’s 
a bitter  cold  day  when  I starve.  When  I 
do,  just  gaze  on  the  rest  of  the  broken-down 
phantoms  hiking  up  and  down  the  face  of 
the  earth  looking  for  a lump.  But.  as 
Woodyard  Kipling,  says,  “that  is  another 
story.”  I walked  out  of  New  York,  just  the 
same.  The  third  day  out,  as  I was  peram- 
bulating, easily  and  gently,  from  cross-tie 
to  cross-tie,  along  the  West  Shore  tracks, 

I saw  a noble  mansion  to  the  left,  a mile 
from  the  railroad,  with  all  the  gingerbread 
upon  it  which  can  be  compassed  and  accom- 
plished by  the  ill-gotten  and  vulgar  dollars 
of  the  most  pronounced  type  of  the  nouveau 
riches.  T made  up  my  mind  to  go  against 
the  layout  for  something  to  eat,  but  did 
not  have  the  faintest  idea  that  I would  get 


it,  or,  at  least,  enough  of  it  to  nourish  a 
whippoorwill  over  night.  I was  sadly  in 
need  of  “sustaineance,”  as  the  immortal 
Mr.  Weller  would  say. 

“ ‘But  the  unexpected  always  happens. 
It  did  in  this  case,  at  least.  As  I was 
ambling  through  the  spacious  grounds,  in 
the  direction  of  the  gingerbread  palace,  I 
met  a gorgeously-dressed  young  woman, 
riding  a wheel.  Upon  seeing  me  she 
hastily  dismounted  and,  blocking  my  way. 
demanded  to  know  what  I was  doing  in  the 
grounds.  I dashed  my  battered  derby  to  the 
earth,  fell  prostrate  on  my  face,  and  made 
my  wants  known.  She  gave  me  a vigorous 
kick,  bade  me  arise  and  follow  her.  I did 
so,  and  she  steered  me  to  the  culinary  de- 
partment of  the  demesne,  ordered  the  red- 
necked presiding  divinity  thereof  to  fill  me 
up  with  anything  she  might  have  lying 
around  loose,  and  commanded  me  to  come 
to  the  front  of  the  mansion,  as  she  desired 
to  interview  me. 

“ ‘The  wrinkles  removed,  I obeyed  her 
command,  and  she  asked  me  if  I could  drive 
trained  swans,  twelve-in-hand.  I informed 
her  that  I could  drive  swans,  nails,  or  any- 
thing else  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  My 
assurance  and  dash  seemed  to  please  her. 
for  she  employed  me  on  the  spot,  ordered 
the  swans  harnessed  to  the  golden  shallop 
and  directed  one  of  the  slaves  to  dress  me 
in  an  outfit  of  livery  which  looked  much 
like  the  military  monkey  clothes  of  several 
so-called  great  powers  which  I might  name. 

“ ‘When  dressed,  I followed  the  lady  to 
the  shores  of  the  classic  Hudson.  She 
seated  herself  upon  a sort  of  throne,  under 
a silken  canopy,  in  the  stern  of  the  span- 
gled and  gilded  boat,  the  swans  were 
hitched  and  impatient  for  the  start,  and, 
mounting  the  box,  I seized  the  gilded  lines 
and  we  glided  out  upon  the  broad  bosom 
of  the  river  with  all  the  poetry  and  grace 
of  motion.  It  was  great,  that's  all  there 
was  to  it.  Day  after  day  when  the  weather 
was  fine  I drove  the  swans,  twelve-in-hand, 
up  and  down  the  noble  Hudson,  while  the 
lady  reclined  at  her  ease  in  the  stern  of  the 
shallop.  That  was  all  of  my  duty.  But 
my  predilection  for  boozerine  brought  me 
to  grief  one  day.  I was  on  the  river  as 
usual,  and  a little  the  worse  for  wear.  The 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


1525 


swans  wete  rather  gay  and  frisky  that  day, 
and,  taking  fright  at  something  they  spread 
their  wings  and  away  they  went,  shallop 
and  all,  up  into  the  blue  sky,  the  young  lady 
clinging  for  dear  life  to  the  tegs  of  the 
throne,  with  her  hosiery  imparting  a bril- 
liant tone  to  the  whole  firmament.  I had 
been  spilled  into  the  river,  and  was  half 
drowned,  but  my  laugh  must  have  sounded 
like  the  bray  of  a baker’s  dozen  of  husky 
jackassvs  as  I floated  about  and  gazed  at 
the  spectacle  in  the  sky  above  me. 

“ This  mishap  queered  me  as  far  as 
swan  driving  was  concerned.  I hadn’t  the 
nerve  to  return  to  the  mansion  and  report 
the  matter,  but,  instead,  swam  to  the  shore 
and  drilled  for  Troy.  Last  I saw  of  the 
young  lady  she  was  sailing  away  in  the 
blue  sky.’ 

“I  gave  him  a fierce  look,”  said  old  B 11, 
“but  the  awful  liar  kept  right  on.” 

“ ‘I’m  out  from  Pittsburg  this  morning,” 
said  he.  ‘I  was  there  yesterday  trying  to 
induce  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  people  to 
adopt  my  newly-invented  order-dump. 
You  see — ” 

“Here’s  a freight,”  I hrwlcd,  “and  here’s 
a half  dollar.  You  git,  or  I won’t  answer 
for  what  may  happen,  you  infernal 
Ananias.” 

“He  flew,  and  I haven’t  learned  whether 
the  B.  & O.  adopted  his  order-dump  or  no1.” 

J.  E.  Chase. 


FRATERNAL  MEETING  AT  TORONTO. 

eONSIDERABLY  over  thirty  teleg- 
raphers, members  of  the  C.  T.  U. 
A.  and  O.  R.  T.,  assembled  in 
Forum  Hall,  corner  Yonge  and  Gerrard 
streets,  Toronto,  on  Saturday  evening,  Oc- 
tober 22,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a Telegraphers’ 
Social  Club. 

Before  taking  up  the  purpose  of  the  call, 
veteran  William  Faskin,  who  had  been  ele- 
vated to  the  chair  by  unanimous  vote, 
called  upon  Third  Vice-President  Campbell, 
of  the  O.  R.  T.,  to  address  the  meeting. 
Bro.  Campbell  said  that  very  little  had  ap- 
peared in  the  press  about  the  Grand  Trunk 
telegraphers’  difficulty,  and  as  the  question 
was  of  great  interest  to  all  telegraphers  he 


would  give  briefly  a statement  of  the  work 
to  date.  He  outlined  the  initial  work  of 
the  committee  and  his  efforts  to  settle  the 
matter  with  the  managing  officials  of  the 
railway.  Finally  the  proposition  was  turned 
over  to  the  Minister  of  Labor,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  appointment  of  a board  of 
arbitration.  He  spoke  of  the  composition 
of  the  beard,  mode  of  procedure  and  the 
unavoidal  le  delays,  and  felt  satisfied  that 
the  result  would  be  a favorable  finding  f^r 
the  telegraphers. 

Taking  up  the  question  of  social  organi- 
zation, he  said  he  was  heartily  in  favor  of 
it  and  hoped  the  members  would  take 
definite  action  to-night. 

The  chairman  placed  the  question  before 
the  meeting  and  called  for  expressions  of 
opinion.  The  idea  struck  a responsive  cord 
everywhere,  commercial  and  railway  men 
vied  with  each  other  in  their  enthusiasm  in 
the  proposition.  A committee  of  six  was 
appointed  to  decide  on  a name  for  the  club, 
qualifications  for  membership,  fees,  time 
and  0lace  of  meeting,  and  to  report  at  next 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  in  Thompson 
Hall,  corner  of  Keele  and  Dundas  streets. 
Toronto  Junction,  November  12.  at  8 p.  m. 

Cert.  598. 


THE  PITTSBURG  MEETING. 

HE  open  meeting  for  telegraphers, 
held  in  Pittsburg  November  19,  1904. 
under  the  auspices  of  Divisions  33. 
36  and  52,  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  Local  No. 
6,  C.  T.  U.  of  A.,  was  a grand  success,  and 
the  various  committees  having  same  in 
charge  deserve  much  credit. 

By  8:30  p.  m.  every  chair  in  the  large 
Grand  Army  Hall,  316  Fifth  ave.,  was  filled, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  call  into  requisition 
chairs  from  adjoining  offices  and  ante- 
rooms to  seat  those  that  arrived  after  this 
hour.  Even  then  the  raised  platform  at  the 
sides  and  ends  of  the  hall  were  used  for 
seats.  Such  a gathering  of  telegraphers 
never  before  assembled  in  Pittsburg.  There 
were  many  ladies  present,  and  to  use  the 
expression  of  the  chief  of  the  speakers  who 
said,  in  a conversation  with  the  writer  after- 
wards : “It  was  the  most  intelligent,  or- 

derly and  responsive  meeting  that  he  ever 
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addressed/’  The  arrangement  of  the  hall 
is  calculated  to  set  one  at  ease.  It  was 
well  lighted  and  ventilated.  The  light  fell 
from  above  in  mellow  rays,  and  the  green 
shades  on  the  lights  on  the  speakers’  desk 
were  restful  to  the  eye. 

At  8:30  p.  m.  Chairman  S.  J.  Konen- 
kamp,  President  of  Local  No.  6,  C.  T.  U. 
of  A.,  also  a member  of  Division  52,  called 
the  meeting  to  order. 

Telegrams  of  regret  were  read  from 
President  H.  B.  Perham,  Grand  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  L.  W.  Quick,  and  L.  K. 
Marr,  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  O. 
R.  T.,  and  from  Wesley  Russell,  General 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  C.  T.  U.  of  A. 

President  Perham  was  expected  to  ad- 
dress the  meeting,  but  was  unable  to  come 
on  account  of  the  M.,*K.  & T.  strike.  L.  K. 
Marr  was  also  expected,  but  was  obliged  to 
decline  at  the  last  moment  on  account  of 
the  illness  of  the  man  who  would  other- 
wise relieve  him.  The  other  telegrams 
were  of  congratulations  and  good  wishes 
for  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

Chairman  Konenkamp  introduced  Sec- 
ond Vice-President  Pierson,  of  the  O.  R. 
T.,  the  first  speaker  of  the  evening.  Mr. 
Pierson  arose  amid  much  applause,  and 
expressed  his  pleasure  for  having  the  priv  - 
lege  of  addressing  such  an  audience.  He 
detailed  the  history  of  the  O.  R.  T.  from 
the  time  of  its  organization  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  la.,  by  a band  of  eighteen  telegra- 
phers, on  June  9,  1886,  the  opposition  it  had 
met  with,  the  moving  of  their  headquarters 
from  Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  to  Peoria.  111.,  and 
when  they  had  outgrown  that  town  of 
65,000  inhabitants,  their  move  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  they  now  have  a home  in  one 
of  the  largest  office  buildings,  and  with  a 
growth  in  membership  from  eighteen  to  a 
membership  of  over  37,000  in  good  standing. 

Bro.  Pierson  said  he  had  never  belonged  to 
any  other  organization,  and  in  proof  of  the 
statement  that  he  was  not  a “joiner”  stated 
that  he  is  a bachelor,  which  remark  evoked 
much  merriment.  He  said  many  people 
were  willing  to  join,  particularly  the  girls, 
and  these  remarks  lead  up  to  the  question 
of  how  an  operator  is  going  to  be  able  to 
get  married  and  support  a wife  and  family 


on  a miserable  salary  of  $40.00  or  $45.00  per 
month. 

He  then  spoke  in  detail  of  the  telegra- 
phers’ homes  that  he  had  visited  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  the  many  things 
the  O.  R.  T.  had  done  for  them,  and  the 
many  things  yet  to  be  done  to  enable  the 
operator  to  get  his  deserts — to  raise  his 
family  and  educate  his  children,  and  to 
place  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  men 
of  other  professions.  Education  nowadays 
is  an  absolute  necessity.  One  blessing  the 
Order  has  wrought,  he  said,  is  to  place 
cheap  insurance  within  easy  grasp  of  every 
telegrapher  in  the  country,  so  that  when  the 
unseen  and  heavy  hand  of  death  visits  the 
head  of  the  household,  the  Order  can  come 
to  the  widow  and  lay  down  to  her  $500  or 
$1,000,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  that  is 
something. 

In  explanation  of  the  seeming  slow 
growth  of  the  Order  the  speaker  stated  that 
on  occasions  when  the  life  of  the  Order 
was  at  low  ebb,  members  had  deserted  it 
like  rats  from  a sinking  ship.  He  admon- 
ished all  members  to  be  steadfast.  As  an 
illustration,  the  speaker  pointed  out  that 
when  a railroad  official  makes  a grievous 
mistake,  or  proves  a bad  official,  the  com- 
pany discharges  him,  and  things  go  right 
along  by  putting  another  man  in  his  place. 
They  do  not  close  down  the  railroad  and 
desert  it  because  one  man  proves  false  to 
his  trust,  and  so  with  the  O.  R.  T.  or  any 
other  organization,  if  an  officer  proves  a 
bad  officer,  the  only  thing  to  do  is  get  rid 
of  him,  put  a better  man  in  his  place,  and 
continue  to  do  business. 

And  he  asked,  “Where  do  you  get  your 
unionism?  Where  do  you  get  your  re- 
ligion? Where  do  you  get  your  politics?” 
You  get  your  religion  from  your  mother, 
your  politics  and  your  unionism  from  your 
father.  Unionism  is  of  slow  growth,  be- 
cause our  forefathers  did  not  unionize. 
Now,  he  said,  the  father  who  is  a union 
man  teaches  his  son  unionism.  The  child 
reads  and  studies  it  from  youth  up,  and 
that  is  why  unionism  is  going  to  grow. 
Every  man  is  zealous  or  at  least  ought  to 
be  of  his  rights.  Continuing,  he  said  the 
vision  of  the  average  operator  is  short- 
ranged,  and  there  is  a reason  for  it.  If  the 
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officials  of  a railroad  have  a small  space  in 
a building  that  can  not  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose,  they  turn  it  into  a telegraph 
office,  and  the  operator  in  such  narrow 
quarters  can  not  see  beyond  the  four  walls 
of  that  room.  His  mind  becomes  narrow, 
his  vision  short  and  his  disposition  soured, 
and  so  it  is  with  operators  in  the  small 
towers  along  the  road.  They  surround 
their  field  of  endeavor  in  such  a narrow 
circle  that  they  can  not  think  for  them- 
selves. 

As  an  example  of  the  average  operator 
he  used  this  comparison.  Imagine  your- 
self in  a good-sized  city.  Three  young  men 
start  out  in  life;  one  to  study  law,  the 
second  to  study  medicine  and  the  third  to 
study  telegraphy.  The  one  young  man  is 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  due  time.  The  stu- 
dent of  medicine  becomes  a doctor;  they 
hang  out  their  shingles,  and  invest  their 
spare  money  in  books,  and  they  never  cease 
to  be  students.  They  keep  always  in  mind 
something  better.  When  the  prominent 
people  of  the  city  meet  them  it  is  “How 
are  you,  Lawyer  Brown,”  or  “How  do  you 
do,  Dr.  Smith.  How  is  business?  Fine 
weather,  isn't  it?”  They  evince  a deep 
interest  in  their  affairs.  But,  how  about 
the  operator?  He  gets  an  office;  goes  in 
debt  for  a pair  of  patent  leather  shoes,  puts 
his  feet  up  on  the  table  and  reads  Nick 
Carter,  Dead  Eye  Dick  or  Alkali  Bill,  and 
flirts  with  the  girls.  As  he  comes  along  the 
street  with  his  lunch  basket  under  his  arm. 
no  one  says  “How  are  you,  Operator  Jones? 
How  much  money  are  you  getting?”  No, 
they  turn  their  head.  And  it  may  come  to 
pass  that  this  same  operator  may  need  the 
services  of  either  or  both  the  lawyer  or  the 
doctor.  He  will  go  into  their  office  with 
hat  in  hand  with  fear  and  trembling;  give 
up  $5.00  cheerfully  for  a little  counsel  or 
prescription.  The  lawyer  and  doctor  come 
to  his  office,  poke  their  head  through  the 
window  and  ask  what  time  the  4 o’clock 
train  leaves,  and  after  much  explanati  n 
learn  that  it  goes  at  4 o'clock,  and  then 
perhaps  they  spit  through  the  window  onto 
his  office  floor.  And  yet  they  are  all  pro- 
fessional men.  I wish  every  operator  would 
throw  a coal  bucket  at  such  an  one.  The 
only  way  to  dignify  the  telegraph  profes- 


sion is  to  dignify  yourself ; the  only  way  to 
have  people  respect  you  is  to  respect  your- 
self. Utilize  your  spare  time  in  reading  good 
books— educate  yourself.  If  you  never 
gained  anything  more  than  the  knowledge 
you  derive  by  associating  with  your  fellow 
man  in  the  division  room,  and  the  training 
in  parliamentary  law,  you  would  be  suffi- 
ciently paid  for  every  cent  of  dues  you  ever 
paid  into  the  O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  Pierson  told  the  members  of  the 
C.  T.  U.  of  A.  that  they  must  not  expect 
great  things  from  the  Organization  at  once, 
but  to  take  things  gradually,  and  the  time 
would  come  when  the  noble  purposes  for 
which  both  Orders  exist  would  be  realized. 

The  speaker  concluded  his  remarks  by 
thanking  the  assemblage  for  their  attention, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  be 
his  good  fortune  to  address  a Pittsburg 
gathering  of  operators  soon  again. 

At  this  juncture  a quartet  sang  a choice 
selection,  after  which  President  S.  J.  Small, 
of  the  C.  T.  U.  of  A.,  was  introduced.  He 
was  heartily  cheered,  and  in  opening,  said 
that  he  always  felt  embarrassed  in  the 
presence  of  ladies,  and  that  inasmuch  as 
Bro.  Pierson  had  dwelt  so  strongly  on  his 
being  a bachelor,  he  desired  to  state  that 
he  himself  was  a widower. 

The  speaker  then  gave  the  history  of  the 
Organization  of  which  he  is  the  head,  stat- 
ing that  it  had  been  formed  of  different 
organizations  and  that  while  it  was  very 
young  as  compared  with  the  O.  R.  T.  yet 
before  the  merry  Christmas  bells  pealed 
forth  it  would  have  a membership  of  12,500. 
He  spoke  at  length  of  how  the  W.  U.  Tel. 
Co.  had  discriminated  against  its  member- 
ship, and  of  many  of  the  deplorable  condi- 
tions that  existed  in  the  Postal  Tel.  Cable 
Co. ; how  messenger  boys  paid  a very  low 
salary,  were  promoted  in  their  home  city 
to  the  receiving  and  delivery  departments, 
and  to  the  telegraph  department  to  receive 
salaries  not  to  exceed  $40  and  $45  per 
month,  and  how  a man  could  work  there  a 
life  time  with  prospects  of  nothing  more. 
Such  a condition  promoting  discontent,  and 
forcing  young  men  from  their  home  city  to 
other  cities  where  they  are  paid  a minimum 
of  $60  per  month.  Is  it  not  awful,  he  said, 
that  a body  of  business  men  will  make  such 
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a rule  applying  to  boys  only  in  their  home 
city.  He  said  every  time  he  thought  of  it 
he  felt  like  “cussing1'  the  heads  of  the 
company  up  and  down. 

Like  Bro.  Pierson  he  admonished  the 
commercial  men  not  to  expect  too  much  at 
first,  but  to  be  steadfast.  Line  up  the  nons 
and  gradually  things  would  be  righted. 

Sister  Kathryne  B.  Davidson,  of  Cam- 
bridge, O.,  was  next  introduced.  Her  re- 
marks were  not  calculated  for  the  comfort 
of  the  nons  in  their  untenable  stand.  She 
stated  she  joined  the  O.  R.  T.  as  soon  as 
she  was  eligible  for  membership,  and  was 
“tickled  to  death”  that  they  would  take  her 
in : that  she  always  keeps  her  dues  paid  up 
and  attends  every  meeting.  She  says  that 
when  an  operator  strikes  the  circuit  at 
Cambridge  and  can  -not  show  a card,  he 
gets  no  “handout.”  Sister  Davidson  is  a 
member  of  the  O.  R.  T.  that  can  not  be  dis- 
counted. 

Chairman  Konenkamp  then  introduced 
General  Chairman  Van  Atta,  lines  west  of 
Pittsburg.  He  spoke  at  length  on  “The 
Manner  of  Securing  Schedules  and  How  to 
Maintain  Them,”  and  showed  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  functions  of  his  office. 
Bro.  Van  Atta  is  well  posted.  He  stated 
that  the  O.  R.  T.  had  been  the  means  of 
raising  the  salaries  of  B.  & O.  operators 
from  a $35  minimum  to  a $56.50  minimum ; 
that  there  were  1,350  operators  employed 
on  the  B.  & O.  and  over  1,200  of  them  be- 
longed to  the  Order;  that  on  the  entire 
system  they  had  turned  out  only  eighteen 
students  during  the  past  year,  and  that 
there  would  be  fewer  in  the  future.  The 
speaker  said  that  inasmuch  as  Bros.  Pier- 
son and  Small  had  stated  their  relation  to 
matrimony,  he  would  state  his,  namely,  that 
he  is  a married  man,  and  thought  he  had 
the  best  of  the  situation. 

Bro.  Van  Atta  argued  that  the  minimum 
salary  of  operators  should  be  $100  per 
month.  He  counseled  every  man  to  take 
things  gradually  and  not  expect  too  much 
at  a time.  “Rome  was  not  built  in  a day.” 

J.  C.  Konenkamp,  brother  of  the  chair- 
man, sang  a solo  which  was  much  enjoyed. 

A demonstration  of  the  Yetman  trans- 
mitter and  the  Martin  Autoplex  were  next 
on  the  program.  Sounders  were  located  at 


different  places  in  the  hall  so  that  all  could 
hear.  The  local  manager  of  the  Yetman, 
Mr.  H.  M.  Garland,  operated  his  machine, 
and  Mr.  Martin,  of  New  York,  inventor  of 
the  Autoplex,  which  bears  his  name,  dem- 
onstrated his  machine.  During  the  demon- 
stration every  one  remained  perfee  ly  quiet, 
and  it  was  a pleasure  to  listen  to  such  good 
clear  Morse.  They  are  both  inventions 
worthy  of  note.  During  this  demonstration, 
if  an  outsider  not  an  operator  should  sur- 
vey the  meeting,  the  perfect  quiet,  except 
for  the  ticking  of  the  sounders,  would  seem 
strange  to  him,  yet  to  every  thoughtful 
operator  this  is  the  secret  of  their  common 
interest.  This  is  what  binds  them  together 
in  a perfect  union  of  harmony  and  good 
fellowship.  There  are  no  more  charitable 
lot  of  craftsmen  in  the  world  than  the 
operators. 

Chairman  Konenkamp  addressed  the 
meeting  on  local  conditions.  He  urged  all 
operators  to  join  the  union.  He  said  that 
some  claimed  they  did  not  believe  in 
unions,  but  he  very  deftly  proved  to  them 
that  they  did.  He  said  that  if  a man  be- 
longed to  a church,  he  believed  in  unionism 
— if  he  belonged  to  a club  he  believed  in 
unionism — if  he  was  a man  of  a family,  he 
believed  in  unionism.  He  requested  all 
operators  to  join  the  union  of  their  craft, 
and  get  in  shape  to  ask  for  some  of  the 
money  which  the  coming  prosperous  times 
would  produce,  and  not  to  be  apathetic  and 
wait  until  the  engineers,  the  conductors,  the 
firemen  and  trainmen  had  got  all.  To  illus- 
trate his  argument  he  said  that  the  man 
who  got  to  the  lunch  counter  first  usually 
got  something  worth  being  ahead  of  the 
others,  while  the  last  man,  which  is  gener- 
ally the  operator,  got  a small  piece  of  pie. 
In  speaking  of  commercial  men  he  stated 
that  some  of  the  broker  operators  imagined 
themselves  of  a little  finer  mould  of  clay 
than  others.  A reverse  of  fortune  could 
render  it  necessary  for  a broker  operator 
to  become  a commercial  man  or  an  “OS” 
man.  and  he  hoped  the  broker  operator 
would  not  longer  delude  themselves  with 
nich  false  ideas  as  to  their  duties  to  their 
profession. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  and  what 
remained  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  social 
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talk,  and  a great  number  of  those  present 
tried  their  hand  on  the  Yetman  and  the 
Martin.  J.  W.  McGuire. 

HOW  GAY  SAVED  THE  TRAIN. 

/SSS  I ran  up  the  steps,  three  at  a jump, 
fy  I met  Cookie  (the  day  operator) 
9 * and  Wilbur  (the  yard  master)  com- 
ing down.  I entered  the  office,  jerked  off 
my  coat  and  hat  and  hung  them  across 
the  back  of  a chair,  drew  it  near  the  fire 
and  sat  down.  It  was  in  the  tower  of 
“WB”  on  the  M.  P.,  in  the  little  town  of 
W — City.  I had  just  begun  to  ieel  the 
warmth  of  the  fire,  and  noticed  that  it  was 
drizzling  rain,  when  Red,  the  night  watch- 
man, who  had  entered  without  disturbing 
my  meditation,  broke  out  with,  “Mighty 
d— d blustry  night;  there  is  sure  to  be  a 
sink  to-night.” 

Red’s  business  was  to  watch  the  track 
around  the  mines,  as  the  ground  was  all 
undermined  and  liable  to  cave  in  at  any 
time  and  cause  a terrible  wreck;  therefore, 
they  kept  a man  walking  this  track  night 
and  day. 

Red  continued,  “Say,  Hap,  do  you  know 

that  little  gal  down  at  C ? She  is  a 

mighty  fine  little  creature.” 

“Yes,  I know  her.  What  about  her, 
Red?”  I asked. 

“Oh,  nothing,  only  girls  like  her  are  hard 
to  find  in  this  part  of  the  world,”  he  re- 
plied. 

Now,  the  facts  were  Gay  and  I were 
quite  friendly.  As  she  was  working  nights 
at  the  telephone  office,  we  had  many  little 
chats  during  the  long,  dreary  nights,  and 
I very  often  called  her  to  know  if  certain 
trains  had  passed  there,  as  the  operator  at 
that  place  was  very  hard  to  raise,  but  I, 
of  course,  was  very  anxious  to  call  her  any- 
way, and  would  sometimes  call  her  an  hour 
before  I knew  the  train  could  possibly  be 
there. 

Red  sat  smoking  his  pipe,  and  in  a few 
minutes  began  to  nod,  and  after  bumping 
his  head  on  the  desk  several  times,  arose, 
bade  me  good  night  and  went  out. 

In  a short  time  “JO”  called  me  and  said, 
“Adjust  for  ‘DS’  on  No.  3;  he  wants  you 
for  9.” 


I pulled  up  on  No.  3 and  answered  him. 
He  fairly  burnt  the  wire  with,  “Where  the 

h have  you  been  ? Have  called  you  for 

an  hour.”  I told  him  I guessed  I was  not 
adjusted  for  him,  as  it  was  raining,  with  a 
heavy  wind. 

Then  he  tore  out  “Copy  3”  and  gave  me 
the  following  order : 

“No.  1,  Eng.  643,  will  take  siding  and 
meet  Spl.  1201  west  at  ‘C.’  ” 

I repeated  the  order,  got  “OK”  to  it,  and 
resumed  my  seat  by  the  fire. 

I had  just  began  to  doze  when  I heard 
No.  1 coming  down  the  hill,  and  as  I awoke 
“DS”  was  calling  me.  I answered,  and  he 
says,  “No.  1 yet?”  I told  him  they  were 
coming.  He  fired  back,  “Don’t  stop  them.” 

I reached  for  the  lever,  changed  the  signal 
from  red  to  green  and  No.  1 just  ripped  a 
firey  hole  in  the  darkness  and  was  gone. 

I turned  to  the  table,  and  my  heart 
seemed  to  stand  still  and  my  blood  boil. 
My  God!  I had  forgotten  to  deliver  the- 
order.  The  dispatcher  had  evidently  for- 
gotten it  also,  or  he  would  not  have  told 
me  not  to  stop  them.  My  first  impulse  was 
to  take  the  revolver  from  the  drawer  and 
shoot  myself;  but  no,  that  would  not  save 
the  lives  that  were  in  my  hands.  I com- 
menced calling  “C,”  but  he  seemed  to  be 
dead.  My  God,  how  could  I save  those 
trains?  At  last,  I thought  of  the  hello  girl. 

I gave  a good  long  ring,  and  she  answered, 
“Number,  please.” 

“Give  me  the  depot,  quick,”  I cried. 

I waited  a few  moments  and  she  says, 
“Can’t  get  him;  guess  he  is  asleep.” 

“Will  you  do  me  a kindness?”  I asked. 

“Will  do  anything  for  you  in  my  power. 
Hap,”  she  replied. 

“For  God’s  sake,  run  to  the  depot  and 
awake  that  ‘Ham.’  Tell  him  to  hold  No. 

1 and  call  me.  Be  as  quick  as  you  can.” 

I waited  for  her  reply,  but  none  came. 

I then  waited  breathlessly  for  the  operator 
at  “C”  to  call  me.  Suddenly  I heard  the 
sounder  clicking  off  “WB,”  “WB,”  “WB,” 
“C.”  I put  my  ground  wire  on  so  “DS” 
could  not  hear  me  and  broke  in,  “To  ‘C’ 
Copy  3,”  and  sent  him  the  order  “DS”  had 


given  me. 

“C”  repeated  it  and  gave  the  conductors 
signal;  I completed  the  order  to  him  and 
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then  I began  to  feel  faint,  and  the  room 
began  to  grow  dark.  When  I came  to  my 
senses  I was  lying  on  the  table  and  some 
one  bathing  my  face.  I gazed  at  her  for  a 
second  and  then  clasping  her  to  my  breast, 
she  sobbed,  “Oh,  Hap,  my  own  dear  boy." 

Needless  to  say,  Gay  has  resigned  her  po- 
sition as  hello  girl,  and  to  this  day  no  one 
knows  how  near  the  special  and  No.  i came 
to  crashing  into  each  other  except  myself 
and  my  little  wife  (Gay). 

Happy,  Cert.  19701  Div.  3. 


PLASTERED  THE  WRONG  MAN. 

T KNOW  drummers  are  regarded  as 
vP  proverbial  liars,’ * remarked  one  of 
* the  traveling  fraternity  recently. 
“I’ve  been  guilty  of  drawing  the  long  bow 
myself,  but  here’s  an  actual  experience  that 
happened  to  me  coming  down  in  the  sleeper 
.from  Montreal  last  Tuesday  night. 

*‘I  had  a lower  berth  about  the  middle  of 
the  car.  In  the  next  section  were  a couple 
who  were  having  trouble  of  their  own. 
The  husband  suffered  with  a lame  back 
(this  I learned  subsequently),  and  for  that 
reason  occupied  the  lower  berth,  while  his 


wife  had  the  upper  one.  He  was  a grunty 
old  chap,  and  kept  me  awake  until  well 
along  in  the  morning.  Finally  I fell  into 
a doze,  and  the  last  thing  I remember  was 
the  wife  telling  him  she  was  going  to  get 
up  and  prepare  a plaster  for  him. 

“The  very  next  minute,  it  seemed  to  me- 
al though  in  reality  it  must  have  been  longer 
— the  curtains  of  my  berth  parted  and  a 
female  voice  said:  ‘Turn  over,  dear,  and 
let  me  put  this  on  your  back.’  I was  dazed 
for  a moment  and  did  as  she  directed. 
Then  it  suddenly  dawned  on  me  that  the 
woman  was  in  the  wrong  section  and  had 
clapped  .the  plaster  on  my  back  instead  of 
on  her  husband’s. 

“I  reached  around  and  tore  the  plaster 
off.  As  I threw  the  thing  out  on  the  floor 
I heard  a voice: 

“‘Well,  Mary,  where  is  that  plaster?’ 

“There  was  a shriek  from  the  old  girl, 
and  then  she  climbed  into  her  own  berth. 
T put  it  on  some  one’s  back,  John/  she 
said.  The  old  man  grunted  and  then  be- 
gan to  swear.  I got  up  before  daylight 
and  went  to  the  smoking-room.  I met 
the  old  man  and  his  wife  before  we  reached 
town.  She  looked  at  me  suspiciously,  but 
I didn’t  blink.” — New  York  Press . 
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Santa  Claus  on  the  Train. 

Oo  a Christmas  eve  an  emigrant  train 
Sped  on  through  the  blackness  of  night. 
And  deft  the  pitchy  dark  in  twain 
With  the  gleam  of  its  fierce  headlight 

In  a crowded  car,  a noisome  place, 

Sat  a mother  and  her  child; 

The  woman’s  lace  bore  want’s  wan  trace, 

But  the  little  one  only  smiled. 

And  tugged  and  pulled  at  her  mother’s  dress, 
And  her  voice  had  a merry  ring, 

As  she  lisped,  ’’Now,  mamma,  come  and  guess 
What  Santa  Qaus’ll  bring.” 

But  sadly  the  mother  shook  her  head. 

As  she  thought  of  a happier  past, 

“He’ll  never  catch  us  here,”  she  said, 

“The  train  is  going  too  fast” 

“O,  mamma,  yes,  he’ll  come,  I say. 

So  swift  are  his  little  deer, 

They  runs  all  over  the  world  to-day — 

I’ll  hang  my  stocking  up  here.” 

She  pinned  her  stocking  to  the  seat, 

And  closed  her  tired  eyes, 

And  soon  she  saw  each  longed-for  sweet 
In  dreamland’s  paradise. 

On  a seat  behind  the  little  maid 
A rough  man  sat  apart. 

But  a soft  light  o'er  his  features  played, 

And  stole  into  his  heart 

As  the  cars  drew  up  to  a busy  town 
The  rough  man  left  the  train. 

But  scarce  had  from  the  steps  jumped  down, 
Ere  he  was  back  again. 

And  a great  big  bundle  of  Christmas  joys 
Bulged  out  from  his  pockets  wide; 

He  filled  the  stocking  with  sweets,  and  toys 
He  laid  by  the  dreamer’s  side. 

At  dawn  the  little  one  woke  with  a shout, 
’Twas  sweet  to  hear  her  glee; 

“I  knowed  that  Santa  would  find  me  out; 

He  caught  the  train,  you  see.” 

Though  some  from  smiling  can  scarce  refrain, 
The  child  was  surely  right. 

The  good  Saint  Nicholas  caught  the  train, 
And  came  aboard  that  night. 


For  the  Saint  is  fond  of  masquerade 
And  may  fool  the  old  and  wise. 

And  so  he  came  to  the  little  maid 
In  an  immigrant’s  disguise. 

And  be  dresses  in  many  ways  because 
He  wishes  no  one  to  know  him. 

For  he  never  says,  “I’m  Santa  Claus,” 

But  his  good  deeds  always  show  him. 

Hbnry  C.  Walsh, 
In  Locomotive  Engineers ’ Magazine. 


The  Workman. 

This  is  the  work  of  my  hands: 

To  be  but  a cog  in  the  wheel — 

A strand  in  the  cable  that  hauls — 

To  do  and  to  do — not  to  feel, 

To  toil  till  the  last  curtain  falls. 

Yet  ever  the  toiler  is  blest 
Who  sees  the  fair  vision  unroll — 

Interprets  the  dream  half -ex pressed — 

Feels  the  work  of  his  hands  with  his  soul! 

This  is  the  work  of  my  hands: 

These  monsters  that  furrow  the  deep 
And  baffle  the  power  of  the  sea 
Were  given  the  sinews  to  leap, 

Were  bolted  and  forged  by  me. 

These  webs  of  miraculous  steel. 

Out-spun  from  the  shore  to  the  shore, 

My  nerve  and  endurance  reveal — 

I rolled  them,  and  wove  them,  and  bore. 

This  is  the  work  of  my  hands: 

To  drudge,  but  in  spirit  be  free — 

Eat  bread  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow 
In  accord  with  the  ancient  decree — 

Yet  labor,  with  courage,  endow; 

To  know  that,  though  meager  the  gain 
While  justice  shows  many  a flaw — 

In  spite  of  distrust  and  disdain 
We  are  rising,  and  under  the  law. 

This  is  the  work  of  my  hands: 

To  cherish  the  law  of  the  land, 

The  shield  that  we’ve  wrung  from  our  foe; 
Ennoble  the  right  we  demand 

By  the  honor  and  faith  we  bestow. 

For  brother  am  I to  all, 

"'he  helpless  ones  and  the  great; 

Together  we  rise  or  we  fall. 

Free  workers  within  a free  state. 

— Robert  Bridges  in  Collier's  Weekly. 
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The  Katy  Strike  in  Verse. 

All  Katy  operators  went  on  a strike. 

Some  got  jobs,  some  had  to  hike. 

Others  are  pulling  scabs  along  the  line, 

Showing  Mr.  Allen  they  are  mighty  fine. 

We’ll  fight  them  till  they  holler  “nuff,” 

And  show  them  we’re  the  proper  stuff, 

There  is  only  four  hundred  in  this  strike, 

But  they  have  forty  thousand  more  to  fight. 

Now  dear  brothers  on  other  roads. 

If  Katy  don’t  talk  don’t  give  her  a load, 

For  the  loads  they  lose  by  help  of  our  men, 
Will  surely  in  time  help  us  to  win. 

When  we  win  this  strike  what  a jubilee, 

We’ll  feast  in  honor  of  H.  B.  P. 

And  drink  to  the  health  of  L.  W.  Q 
Also  to  Tanquary  and  Newman  too. 

When  we  all  meet  on  that  beautiful  shore, 

We  will  have  no  strikes  or  scabs  any  more, 
For  there’s  a place  prepared  for  scabs  below, 
And  heaven’s  a place  railroad  officials  can’t  go. 

— M.  M.  M. 


Charity. 

Do  be  a cheerful  giver, 

If  you’ve  money  in  your  purse. 

For  though  you  think  you’re  badly  off, 
You’ll  find  a mimon  worse. 

Just  think  of  the  city  babies. 

Who  are  pining  for  a breath 
Of  country  air,  that  you  might  save 
From  grim  and  certain  death. 

Just  think  of  all  the  little  ones 
That  long  to  see  the  trees, 

'ine  climbing  honeysuckle, 

With  its  swarm  of  humming  bees; 

And  think  of  all  the  little  feet, 

That  never  trod  the  grass 
Nor  chased  the  yellow  butterflies 
To  catch  them  as  they  pass. 

The  city’s  full  of  little  hands. 

That  never  picked  the  flowers 
That  beckon  from  the  blooming  fields, 
To  while  away  the  happy  hours. 
There’s,  ohl  so  many  little  ears 
That  never  heard  the  song 
Of  babbling  brook,  or  singing  pines, 

Or  of  the  feathered  throng. 

Just  look  at  all  the  faces 
Of  the  children  peering  out 
So  wistfully  from  tenements. 

That  you  could  chccr,  no  doubt. 

And  then  there’s  many  a cripple  wee. 
That  lies  upon  its  cot; 

And  just  a blooming  rose  would  bring 
The  sunshine  to  his  lot. 

The  world  is  full  of  little  hearts 
That  crave  but  just  to  know 


A little  kindness  you  could  give. 

And  brighten  to  a glow. 

Do  be  a cheerful  giver,  then. 

And  if  your  purse  is  thin, 

Just  give  the  touch  of  nature 

That  makes  the  whole  world  kin. 

— Maxwell's  Talisman. 


Appreciation. 

I’m  glad  that  ray  own  mother’s  mine. 

She  has  the  nicest  wayl 
If  I had  some  boys’  mothers 
I'd  run  from  home  and  stay. 

I’d  be  so  ’shamed  I’d  go  and  hide 
If  I was  Jimmie  Sweet 
Why,  you  can  bear  his  mother  shriek 
Away,  ’way  down  the  street  1 
She  calls  like  this:  “Jimmie!  Jimmie! 

Come,  wheel  the  baby  out! 

Quick,  or  I’ll  tell  your  father! 

Jim  I what  are  you  about?’’ 

Then  Sammy  Harvey’s  mother 
Makes  dreadful  things  to  eat! 

She  bakes  the  toughest  cookies. 

And  always  burns  the  meat. 

Then  Georgie  Nolan’s  mother 
Won’t  ever  mend  his  clothes. 

She  gossips  on  the  back  yard  fence 
And  don’t  care  bow  he  goes. 

But  Willie  Goodwin’s  mother 
Is  just  the  other  way. 

She  keeps  him  fixed  so  slick  and  neat 
He  dassen’t  come  and  play. 

But,  O my  mother,  she’s  all  right! 

You  ought  to  see  her  smile  1 
She  knows  what  I like  best  to  eat. 

Her  pies  are  just  my  style. 

She  knows  about  the  games  I play, 

And  where  I am  each  minute. 

She  gives  me  lots  of  work  to  do. 

But,  then,  I take  pride  in  it. 

She  never,  never  breaks  her  word. 

She  always  is  so  square. 

And,  though  I’m  getting  most  a man, 

1 love  to  smooth  her  hair, 

And  kiss  her,  too— you  needn’t  grin. 

For  I don’t  care  who  knows  it. 

A fellow  with  a ma  like  mine 
Just  loves  her,  and  he  shows  it! 

— Elisabeth  Everett. 


Slaves. 

They  arc  slaves  who  fear  to  speak 
For  the  fallen  and  the  weak; 

They  are  slaves  who  will  not  choose 
Hatred,  scoffing  and  abuse, 

Rather  than  in  silence  shrink 

From  the  truths  they  needs  must  think; 

They  are  slaves  who  dare  not  be 
In  the  right  with  two  or  three. 

— J.  Russell  Lowell. 
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He  Knew. 

“Johnny/’  said  the  teacher,  “can  you 
name  the  three  graces?” 

“Yes,  ma’am,”  replied  Johnny.  “Break- 
fast, dinner  and  supper.” — Chicago  News. 


Memories. 

“Her  first  husband’s  picture?  Was  her 
marriage  a failure?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  her  second?” 

“Well,  she’s  beginning  to  speak  well  of 
her  first.” — Judge. 


Opportunity. 

“Never  mind,”  said  the  friend,  sooth- 
ingly, “you’ll  wake  up  some  morning  and 
find  yourself  famous.” 

“Not  much !”  growled  the  pessimistic 
poet.  “It  would  be  just  my  luck  to  over- 
sleep myself  that  morning.” 


Sinking. 

“Diving  as  a.  profession  is  not  what  it 
used  to  be.” 

“That’s  so.  I’ve  noticed  for  some  time 
that  diving  was  going  down.” — Houston 
(Tex.)  Post. 


A Sensitive  Conscience. 

Carrie — Goodness,  it’s  that  horrid  old 
bore,  Wilkins!  Tell  him  I have  gone  out. 

Belle — No,  I won’t  tell  a story,  but  I 
will  say  that  you  have  not  come  back  yet. 
— New  York  Times. 


Dangers  of  Kissing. 

Patience — They  say  that  microbes  come 
from  kissing. 

Patrick — Yes,  and  what  comes  from  the 
microbes? 

“Matrimony  sometimes.” — Yonkers  States- 
man. 


Conquered. 

Mrs.  Newed — Heavens,  John!  Take  that 
rubber  doll  away.  The  darling  goes  into 
fits  every  time  he  sees  it. 

Mr.  Newed — Ha,  ha!  He  has  discovered 
that  he  can  neither  eat  nor  break  it,  eh? — 
Judge. 


No  Restrictions  on  His  Liberty. 

Kctchum  A.  Cummin — So  your  father 
objects  to  my  calling  to  see  you,  does  he? 

Anna  Goe  Wynne — Not  at  all.  What  he 
objects  to  is  my  being  at  home  when  you 
call. — Chicago  Tribune. 


Feminine  Logic. 

“Great  guns!”  exclaimed  the  absent- 
minded  man.  “I  just  stuck  the  lighted  end 
of  this  cigar  in  my  mouth.” 

“How  fortunate  you  were  in  discovering 
it  at  once,  dear,”  rejoined  his  good  wife. 
— Chicago  Ncivs. 


Pious  Horror. 

Mother:  What  horrid  expressions  you 

do  pick  up,  Charles ! 

Son:  But,  ma,  I only  said  “darn.” 
Mother:  But  you  meant  “damn.” 

Son:  Oh,  ma,  how  did  you  know?  Did 

you  learn  when  you  were  a little  girl? — 
Toivn  and  Country. 


His  Business. 

“I  think,”  she  said,  “that  he  has  deceived 
us  all.  I don’t  think  he  is  anything  more 
than  a clerk.” 

“Why?” 

“Because  right  in  the  middle  ai  a pro- 
posal last  night  his  mind  wandered,  and 
he  said,  ‘You  could  wear  a size  smaller, 
miss,  without  any  trouble  at  all.’  I jerked 
my  foot  back,  of  course,  but  I knew  right 
away  why  it  was  so  easy  for  him  to  get 
on  his  knees  before  a girl.” 
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At  Our  Summer  Boarding  House. 

“The  outcry  against  abbreviated  bathing 
suits  is  all  nonsense.” 

“I’m  afraid  you  don’t  look  at  the  question 
from  a high  standpoint.” 

“Indeed,  I do.  I watch  them  from  the 
top  of  the  bluff  every  morning.” 


Counter  Irritants. 

“How  is  your  experiment  of  sleeping 
in  the  open  air  for  the  cure  of  your 
asthma  succeeding?” 

“Well,  it  has  had  one  good  result.  I've 
frozen  my  nose  and  a part  of  one  ear,  and 
they  have  made  me  forget  my  asthma.”— 
Chicago  Tribune . 


Dear  Little  Miss. 

Her  Younger  Sister— She  insists  that 
automobiling  is  a craze. 

The  Auto  Lover— She's  an  original  girl. 
The  Younger  Sister— Yes,  and  she  says 
that  all  chauffeurs  are  crazy—  Yonkers 
Herald. 


In  That  Class. 

Jack  Scribe— “I  think  fiction  in  manuscript 
form  should  go  through  the  mails  at  cheaper 
rates.” 

Ida  Clare— “Indeed ! I suppose  you’ll  be 
putting  i-cent  stamps  on  your  love  letters 
soon.” — Chicago  News. 


A Scientific  Diagnosis. 

College  Senior— So  you  think  Tom  will 
propose? 

College  Junior— Yes.  Last  night  his  pulse 
was  70,  temperature  95.  This  afternoon 
his  pulse  was  90,  temperature  105.  I think 
the  crisis  will  occur  to-night. — Puck. 


Too  Particular. 

Employment  Agent— What  was  the  matter 
with  your  last  place? 

Domestic — The  missus  was  too  perticuler. 
“In  what  way 

“She  wouldn’t  let  me  lock  th'  baby  in 
th*  foldin’  bed  w’en  I had  company.” — 
N.  Y.  Weekly. 


His  Way. 

Goldstein  was  a prisoner  in  Sing  Sing, 
and  was  about  to  be  electrocuted  for  murder 
on  the  next  day.  The  guard  had  been 
taunting  him  and  finally  wound  up  by  say- 
ing: “You’re  a nice  guy,  aren’t  you?  Why, 
it’s  going  to  cost  $275  to  electrocute  you,  do 
you  know  that?”  Goldstein  says:  “Veil, 

give  to  me  a $140  and  I’ll  shoot  myself. — Ex. 


A Smart  Man. 

“Is  it  a fact  that  you  kiss  your  mother- 
in-law,  Jonesey?” 

“Yes.  Do  it  every  morning.  Do  it  for 
luck!” 

“And  where  do  you  come  in?” 

“At  the  front  door  as  late  as  I like 
every  night.  Even  if  the  hot  weather  dazes 
my  brain  and  I have  to  crawl  up  to  bed 
playing  with  the  stair  rods,  there’s  not  a 
bit  of  fuss,  and  the  old  lady  tells  my  wife 
that  boys  will  be  boys,  and  she  must  learn 
to  value  a good  husband  now  she’s  got  him. 
Ah,  it’s  better  to  be  lucky  than  rich!” 


Reminding  Her. 

At  home  stations  the  British  private 
soldiers’  washing  is  usually  done  by  the 
married  soldiers’  wives,  who  are  expected 
to  sew  on  missing  buttons  and  do  repairs, 
for  which  a small  sum  is  deducted  from  the 
privates’  pay. 

Pat  McGinnis  had  a good  deal  of  trouble 
with  his  laundress.  Sunday  after  Sunday 
had  his  shirt  come  back  with  the  neck 
button  off  or  else  hanging  by  a thread. 
He  had  spoken  to  her  on  the  subject,  and 
she  had  promised  to  see  to  it,  but  still  the 
button  was  not  on  properly. 

He  got  out  of  patience  one  Sunday  when 
the  missing  button  had  made  him  late  for 
parade  and  exclaimed: 

“Bother  the  woman!  I’ll  see  if  I can’t 
give  her  a hint  this  time  anyhow.” 

He  then  took  the  lid  of  a tin  blacking 
box  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  drilled 
two  holes  in  it  with  a fork  and  sewed  it 
on  to  the  neck  of  the  shirt  that  was  next 
to  be  washed.  When  his  washing  came 
back,  he  found  that  she  had  taken  the  hint 
She  had  made  a buttonhole  to  fit  it. — Lon- 
don Telegraph . 
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“DANGERS  AHEAD.” 

(T  N the  Century  for  October,  Mr.  Clark, 
(ft  the  Professor  of  Political  Economy  in 
* the  Columbia  University,  tells  us  that 
the  greatest  danger  of  the  nation  is  to  be 
found  in  the  alliance  of  the  “trusts’*  with 
the  political  machine.  Self-preservation,  we 
are  told,  compels  the  trusts  and  the  rail- 
roads to  have  that  alliance.  We  can  add 
that  the  same  self-preservation  compels  most 
of  the  employers  and  men  of  wealth  to  that 
same  alliance.  Before  we  try  to  unfold  the 
complete  meaning  of  such  an  alliance,  as  a 
permanent  factor  in  our  social  development, 
let  us  see  how  the  Professor  would  attempt 
to  make  our  large  combinations  of  capital 
harmless  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  nation. 
What  we  should  do,  he  says,  is  as  follows: 

“The  law  should  forbid  discriminations 
by  railroads.  The  law  should  make  equal 
rates  for  car-load  lots  of  goods  of  a certain 
kind.  The  law  should  stop  the  flooding 
of  particular  localities  with  goods  offered 
at  low  prices  to  kill  local  competition. 
The  law  should  stop  the  scheme  of  selling 
one  kind  of  goods  cheap  to  crush  com- 
petitors who  make  only  that  kind  of  goods. 
The  law  should  forbid  trusts  refusing  to 
sell  goods  to  a dealer,  at  fair  prices,  unless 
the  dealer  promises  not  to  buy  similar  goods 
from  any  other  concern.” 

If  we,  plain  citizens  of  the  nation,  should 
simply  try  to  reason  sensible  thoughts  in 
regard  to  what  our  large  combinations  of 
capital  manage  to  do,  as  per  previous  state- 
ment from  our  Professor,  we  should  simply 
say,  Well,  the  law  has  managed  to  establish 
a complete  despotism  in  production  and  ex- 
change, that  is  all.  But  then,  who  makes 
the  law?  We  are  told  that  the  laws  are 
made  by  the  American  people.  That  is  a 
lie.  The  laws  are  made  by  accumulated 
wealth.  Hence,  our  despotism  in  produc- 
tion and  commerce.  But  who  wants  to 


reason  in  that  way?  Who  has  moral  cour- 
age enough  to  look  at  things  such  as  they 
are  and  not  through  the  spectacles  of  class 
infatuation?  If  we  have  to  make  a living 
by  permission  of  a boss,  or  corporation,  we 
want  to  reason  as  laboring  men.  If  we  are 
employers  of  labor,  or  derive  our  income 
from  securities  in  corporations  or  any  other 
kind,  then  we  want  to  reason  as  capitalists. 
If  the  latter  come  across  any  fellow  who 
wants  to  reason  as  an  American  citizen,  and 
as  such  dares  to  find  fault  with  our  present 
wretchedly  mixed-up  conditions,  nobody 
wishes  to  listen  to  him.  He  is  too  much 
of  an  American  citizen;  he  attempts  to  dis- 
turb— what?  Our  present  industrial  des- 
potism. 


The  way  in  which  we  build  up  that  fine 
despotism,  everywhere  on  earth,  is  simple 
enough.  Each  social  compact  has  a certain 
machinery  called  legislation.  Whether  that 
is  enacted  by  a despotic  king  with  his  self- 
appointed  council,  or  by  a ruler  called  rep- 
resentative monarch,  president  of  a republic, 
governor  of  a State,  etc.,  with  one  or  more 
groups  of  men  elected  by  the  people,  what 
difference  does  it  make?  The  machinery  of 
legislation  remains.  Let  the  principal  ele- 
ments of  that  legislation  be  fixed  by  a 
written  or  unwritten,  and  hence  traditional, 
charter  or  constitution.  In  the  latter  case 
it  shall  represent  the  old,  selfish  thoughts 
and  elements  of  all  rulers.  In  the  former 
it  shall  embody,  in  written  words,  the  same 
selfish  elements  and  thoughts.  That  has 
been  the  case  thus  far,  anyhow.  Why? 
Because  education  has  never  yet  taught  men 
the  difference  between  egotism  and  altruism 
in  legislation,  between  honesty  and  dis- 
honesty in  governmental  functions,  between 
the  real  freedom  that  makes  men  free,  as 
industrial  and  social  units;  and  the  farcical 
freedom  that  shall  keep  most  men  under 
industrial  and  social  bondage  to  the  few 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1536 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


in  whose  favor  laws  of  favoritism  shall 
bf  granted  individually  or  in  groups. 

Those  laws  of  favoritism  shall  naturally 
be  granted  to  the  few  wealthy  men  who 
can  pay  for  favors  received.  The  few  shall 
then  have  the  power  to  say  how  much 
wealth  shall  be  produced.  That  shall  fix 
the  profits  of  all  wealth  production  far 
above  what  the  same  few  shall  fix  for 
wages.  That  shall  bring  all  the  anarchy 
in  production,  transportation  and  exchange 
explained  by  our  Professor  of  Political 
Economy  in  the  Columbia  University,  as 
per  paragraph  second  in  this  essay.  When 
large  groups  of  wealth  manipulators  can 
raise  profits  up  to  40,  50  and  even  more 
per  cent,  on  portions  of  the  wealth  pro- 
duced, they  have  the  power  to  sell  at  cost, 
or  even  at  a small  loss,  for  awhile  here 
and  there,  or  fix  harsh  conditions  on  small 
concerns,  so  as  to  crush  all  natural, 
healthy  competition  from  small  capitalists 
who,  having  no  favors  from  legislation,  can 
only  fix  small  profits,  and  have  to  do  that, 
if  they  want  to  have  any  chance  of  doing 
business  in  competition  with  the  large  con- 
cerns, to  whom  government  practically  sells 
the  natural  rights  of  men,  through  the 
favoritism  laws  we  have  mentioned. 

And  that  evil  grows,  the  evil  of  monopoly 
in  law,  as  all  evils  are  bound  to  grow,  as 
long  as  allowed,  because — because  we  don’t 
want  to  reason  and  act  as  citizens,  in 
simple,  direct,  honest,  sensible  form;  be- 
cause we  don’t  take  broad,  altrustic  views 
of  life,  views  embracing  all  classes  and  con- 
ditions of  men ; because  we  only  try  to 
catch  the  surface  of  things,  and  thus  refuse 
to  go  to  the  bottom  of  our  own  combined 
social  and  national  development;  because 
we  lack  faith  in  plain,  universal,  all-pre- 
vading  honesty. 

To  always  legislate  for  monopolists  and 
large  capitalists!  To  never  legislate  for 
men  as  mere  social  and  industrial  units,  as 
mere  actual  or  potential  wealth-producers! 
There  we  have  the  great  crime  of  civiliza- 
tion yet,  greater  than  ever;  because,  having 
learned  how  to  produce  more  wealth  per 
day  and  man,  we  think  we  can  afford  to 
be  more  wicked  to  each  other  than  ever. 
And  thus  we  grant  success  to  some  through 
the  wretched ' development  of  all  by  means 


of  the  godless  progress  we  decide  to  have. 
We  formulate  theories  on  all  conceivable 
subjects,  however  abstruse  or  otherwise. 
We  construct  philosophies  of  government, 
human  life  and  religion,  but  we  point- 
blank  and  perversely  refuse  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  natural  and  divine  order  of 
the  universe  around  men,  as  if  that  was 
never  meant  by  God  to  teach  us  how  to 
properly  deal  with  each  other  and  with 
God  himself.  Then  they  tell  us  that  the 
working  masses  don’t  care  for  religion, 
when,  as  a matter  of  fact,  religion  does 
not  seem  to  take  any  interest  with  the  work- 
ing people. 

No  wonder  that  we  have  a debauched 
public  conscience;  dishonest  citizenship, 
with  most  of  the  most  important  men  of 
the  nation ; willingness  to  sacrifice  every- 
thing to  that  accumulation  of  wealth  that 
Christ  told  us  would  be  the  curse  of  men 
and  nations;  a civil  and  religious  educa- 
tion which  discards  all  the  essential  princi- 
ples of  the  Christianity  of  Christ. 

The  vortex  we  thus  create,  in  the  net- 
work of  our  national  life,  diffuses  itself 
through  the  domestic  and  individual  doings 
of  every  one  of  us,  and  all  seems  to  become 
incongruous  and  distorted,  and  all  high, 
noble  ideals,  seem  to  be  so  far  off  that  it 
looks  futile  to  try  to  even  long  for  them. 
Yet  we  are  simply  created  for  high  con- 
ceptions of  life,  for  the  rapid  realization  of 
all  that  is  beautiful  in  the  physical  and 
spiritual  order  of  the  universe,  for  healthy 
bodies,  minds  and  souls  with  all  of  us, 
children  of  the  same  Father.  But  how  shall 
we  have  to  suffer  if  we  keep  disobeying 
that  Father!  Jose  Gros. 


AN  INDUSTRIAL  UNIVERSITY. 


From  semi-tropic  California  to  semi- 
southern Arkansas  is  but  a three  days’ 
journey;  but  that  three  days’  journey  covers 
a territory  whose  vastness  of  extent  is 
equaled  only  by  the  industrial  and  political 
potentialities  of  its  future.  Between  the 
Rio  Grande  and  Canada,  between  the  Pacific 
and  the  Mississippi  lies  the  destiny  of  this 
Republic.  Within  those  bounds  lies  the 
larger  half  of  the  United  States  and  within 
them  shall  teem  the  most  virile  life  of  the 
nation.  Its  undeveloped  mines  and  quar- 
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ries  and  the  hidden  resources  of  its  moun- 
tains will  make  the  world  resplendent  with 
their  treasures.  Its  semi-arid  plains  and 
plateaus,  vast  and  illimitable,  irrigated  by 
its  diverted  streams,  impounded  floods  and 
artesian  waters  will  yield  harvests  of  im- 
measurable wealth,  and  dotted  with  ten 
thousand  villages  will  furnish  the  yeoman 
millions  whose  free  hearth-stones  shall  be 
the  citadel  of  civil  and  industrial  liberty. 
“Westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its 
way;”  and  its  bannered  stars  and  stripes 
will  at  last  be  planted  in  the  midst  of  what 
was  once  known  to  the  geographic  world 
as  the  Great  American  Desert.  Rumors  of 
this  important  fact,  like  strains  of  far-off 
music,  heard  and  lost  and  heard  again,  are 
just  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  American 
people.  The  biggest  and  best  half  of  this 
continent  is  yet  to  be  developed.  But  it 
will  only  be  developed  by  organized  cap- 
ital and  organized  labor.  The  developer  of 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  country  was  the 
individual  with  his  ox  and  plow;  the  de- 
veloper of  the  west  must  be  the  company 
or  the  colony  with  its  reservoir  builders  and 
ditching  machines.  That  this  great  section 
stands  on  the  threshold  of  its  development 
just  at  a time  when  organized  labor  and  co- 
operative methods  are  being  so  widely 
agitated  and  discussed  seems  an  augury  of 
what  its  industrial  system  is  to  be.  At  any 
rate  here  lies  the  opportunity  of  the  co- 
operators,  the  labor  organizers. 

As  the  train  which  bore  Hendrix  and 
his  party  across  the  continent  traversed  mile 
after  mile  of  this  semi-arid  west,  passing 
through  irrigated  oases  whose  verdure  and 
fertility  suggested  what  the  future  would 
be  for  the  intervening  drouth-parched  plains, 
and  on  and  on  through  monotonous  stretches 
of  desert-like  country  from  morn  to  dewy 
eve  and  from  eve  to  morn  again,  the  strik- 
ing aspects  of  this  peculiar  country  and  its 
future  were  discussed.  The  great  south- 
west, with  its  plains  of  sage-brush  and 
cactii  and  mesquite  seemed  passing  in  re- 
view before  them.  Grown  eye-weary  of 
the  window  scene  which,  though  ever- 
changing,  was  never  different,  the  quartette 
had  turned  the  luxurious  revolving  chairs 
of  their  drawing-room  car  to  a convenient 
angle  and  were  talking. 


“I  visited  this  country  before  I went 
abroad,”  Cavendish  was  saying,  “and  I 
found  many  of  the  famous  tourist  lands 
strikingly  similar  to  this  in  climate  and 
physical  features.  Except  for  their  peoples 
and  their  histories  one  need  not  go  outside 
of  our  own  country  to  see  Italy  and  Persia 
and  Palestine  and  Araby  the  Blest.  And 
beside  the  bigness  and  breadth  and  grandeur 
of  ours,  the  real  ones  are  miniatures.  But 
it  lacks  the  history  and  the  people  to  make 
it  as  interesting  as  the  older  countries.” 

“In  the  sense  you  mean,  perhaps  it  is 
true;”  said  Hendrix.  “But  yet  it  is  lack- 
ing in  neither  the  interesting  people  nor 
interesting  history.  The  Pueblas  and  Zunis 
and  cliff-dwellers  of  this  land  will  rival  in 
interest  the  ancient  races  of  any  country. 
And  the  ruins  and  remains  of  prehistoric 
peoples  here  of  whom  neither  legend  nor 
tradition  speak,  make  this  the  real  romance 
land  of  the  American  continent.  Notwith- 
standing its  Plymouth  Rocks  and  colonial 
times,  its  Bunker  Hills  and  Yorktowns,  the 
eastern  part  of  our  country  is  not  the 
historic  part;  and  in  more  than  mere 
physical  features  this  is  the  orient  of  the 
new  world.  The  ruins  of  castellated  citadels, 
of  lost  cities  supposed  to  have  been  built 
by  the  Toltecs,  a race  kindred,  perhaps,  to 
the  Aztecs  of  Mexico,  are  found  here,  and 
traces  of  other  and  evidently  more  ancient 
people  are  found  also.  Bits  of  pottery, 
household  articles  and  queerly  made  imple- 
ments different  from  those  found  in  Toltec 
ruins  give  evidence  of  this  remarkable  fact. 
Up  towards  the  Tonto  Basin,  a great  valley 
hemmed  in  by  mountains,  has  been  discov- 
ered, cut  through  a solid  mountain  of  rock 
through  which  the  waters  of  that  section 
were  drained  into  canals  that  spread  in 
clustering  nets  all  over  southern  Arizona. 
The  remains  of  these  canals  still  exist. 
They  show  engineering  skill  equal  to  that 
of  ancient  Rome  or  modern  America;  and 
the  manner  and  length  of  the  canals  argue 
a population  as  great  as  the  orient  of  old." 

“You  have  no  idea  what  a queer  feeling 
it  gives  me  to  hear  of  those  lost  races ;” 
said  Muriel,  gazing  dreamily  out  of  the  car 
window.  “To  rush  with  barbaric  haste  and 


noise  through  the  land  where  they  are 
sleeping  seems  desecrating.  I almost  feel 
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like  a trespasser  on  sacred  ground,  and  half 
dreamily  expect  to  see  them  wake  and  give 
us  ghostly  chase.  I wonder  if  these  gaunt 
and  angular  cactii  that  stand  like  prickly 
sign-boards  all  over  the  country  are  not 
the  monuments  that  mark  the  graves  of 
those  lost  races?” 

All  smiled  at  this  queer  thought  of 
Muriel's. 

“To  pass  through  this  land  and  hear  these 
stories,”  said  Mrs.  Hendrix,  “makes  me 
think  of  the  utter  insignificance  and  noth- 
ingless of  all  things  human.  It  induces  a 
feeling  that  is  very  conducive  to  humility 
and  lowliness  of  heart.  We  realize  that  not 
only  individual  life  but  national  life  and 
race  life  are  but  ‘the  narrow  vales  between 
the  cold  and  barren  peaks  of  two  eternities,’ 
and  that  time  hath  bubbles  as  the  waters 
have  and  we  are  of  them.” 

“All  historic  lands  and  people  give  one 
that  feeling,  I think,”  said  Cavendish. 

“It  is  refreshing  to  come  to  the  irrigated 
oases  in  these  wild  wastes,”  said  Muriel. 
“All  about  them  Nature  seems  to  have 
slept  for  a thousand  years.  But  within 
them  she  seems  to  be  waking  in  blossoms 
and  smiles.” 

“One  who  has  never  lived  in  the  west 
can  form  but  a faint  idea  of  what  manner 
of  country  it  really  is,”  said  Mrs.  Hendrix. 
“Useless  vastness  and  irremedial  barren- 
ness are  the  general  impressions  one  gets 
by  passing  through  it  or  hearing  of  it.  The 
parts  that  have  been  watered  and  irrigated 
are  beautiful  beyond  expression  sometimes 
and  always  lovely;  but  they  are  so  small 
as  compared  with  the  whole  that  few  believe 
that  the  whole  or  its  greater  part  can  be 
made  as  these  oases  are.” 

“I  think,”  said  Muriel  again,  “that  the 
most  striking  feeling,  the  first  and  strongest 
impression  experienced  as  one  is  whirled 
along  such  stretches  of  waste  country  and 
over  its  vast,  parched  and  treeless  plains  is 
that  of  depression  and  sadness  and  sinking 
of  heart  at  the  terrible  aspect  of  nature  in 
her  barrenness.  As  one  travels  mile  after 
mile  and  league  after  league  of  sandy,  life- 
less, hopeless-looking  country,  a gloom  and 
shadow  settles  upon  the  soul.  There  comes 
a feeling  of  being  in  a far-away  foreign 
land,  strange  and  unnatural  that  is  any- 


thing but  pleasant.  I have  been  across 
often,  but  I never  escape  the  feeling  that 
I am  in  an  unreal,  spectral  distorted  dream- 
land where  genii  and  spirits  and  sprites  and 
gnomes,  as  in  tales  of  old,  hold  reign  and 
nightly  revels.” 

“I  had  some  such  thoughts  when  I saw 
this  country  first,”  said  Cavendish.  “I  re- 
member there  came  over  me  the  feeling  I 
used  to  have  when  a boy  at  school  as  on 
sultry,  summer  drowsy  days  I would  look 
at  the  queer  geography  pictures  of  caravans 
and  desert  horsemen  and  Bedouins  and 
Arabs,  and  dream  of  the  strange,  mysterious 
people  I was  sure  they  must  be.” 

“But  after  one  has  lived  in  this  country 
a while  all  that  feeling  disappears,”  said 
Hendrix.  “One  grows  to  feel  an  interest 
in  it.  Under  the  strangeness  and  weirdness 
and  glamour  and  mystery  you  see  a reality 
and  naturalness  that  grows  upon  you  and 
fascinates  and  charms.  I like  to  study  it. 
The  interest  becomes  intense.  I see  at  first 
a country  that  has  been  touched  by  Death. 
The  palsy  of  his  hand  and  the  scorch  of 
his  breath  is  seen  on  every  hill-top  and 
plain.  And  then  I see  that  it  is  not  Death, 
but  only  seeming;  for  I have  learned  to 
know  that  man  has  only  to  wave  over  it 
the  wand  of  life  and  the  miracle  of  a resur- 
rection will  be  performed  before  his  eyes. 
Mati  feels  that  he  possesses  the  powers  of 
the  gods  in  this  country,  or  should.  He 
turns  the  current  of  a stream,  and  blossoms 
and  grain  fields  and  grass  and  waving  trees 
laugh  at  the  desert.  Here  he  fights  with 
earth-death  and  conquers  it  Here  he  un- 
binds an  enchained  nature  and  she  rewards 
him  with  a Paradise.  It  is  the  grandest 
pleasure  to  see  nature  awakening  from  her 
sleep,  as  Miss  Douglas  suggested.” 

“It  is  indeed,”  said  that  young  lady,  who 
was  listening  intently  to  Hendrix  talk. 
‘Tve  watched  her.  She  breathes  a zephyr- 
breath,  takes  up  her  fallen  cornucopia,  and 
fruits  and  flowers  and  clover  blooms  and 
running  vines  and  growing  plants  of  every 
kind  fall  all  about  her.  I spent  a few 
months  in  a little  irrigated  valley  just 
when  the  water  was  first  turned  on,  and 
that  is  what  I saw.” 

“A  beautiful  sight  seen  in  a beautiful 
way,”  said  Cavendish. 
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“If  the  great  irrigating  works  that  are  to 
reclaim  this  country,”  said  Hendrix,  “will 
but  be  developed  by  co-operative  methods, 
the  people  interested,  building,  owning  and 
operating  them,  the  grandest  era  of  the  na- 
tion will  be  inaugurated.” 

“A  few  more  object  lessons  like  that  at 
Emerald  Valley,  and  the  era  will  have  been 
well  begun,”  responded  Cavendish. 

“But  Emerald  Valley  is  in  California,” 
said  Mrs.  Hendri*,  “and  California  is  such 
a wonderful  country  that  people  will  not 
believe  that  what  can  be  done  there  can  be 
done  everywhere.” 

“I  am  not  sure  of  that,”  said  Hendrix; 
“but  granted  that  it  is  true,  to-morrow  will 
see  us  in  a State  of  which  the  reverse  can 
well  be  said.  Of  it  the  people  will  readily 
believe,  that  what  can  be  done  there  can 
be  done  anywhere.  I will  show  you  a 
colony  there  that  is  successfully  practicing 
a plan  far  in  advance  of  Emerald  Valley. 
The  colony  is  called  New  Atlantis.  The 
State  is  Arkansas.” 

“A  State  in  which  I have  never  been,” 
replied  Cavendish;  “but  I suppose  it  is  in 
striking  contrast  to  California.” 

“In  many  ways  it  is,”  said  Hendrix. 
“It  has  not  the  glamorous  attractiveness  of 
California,  but  it  possesses  many  substantial 
qualities  that  at  least  balance  the  glamour 
and  gold  which  it  lacks.  It  has  great 
natural  resources  that  are  practically  un- 
touched ; its  climate,  for  an  interior  country, 
is  much  commended  and  its  seasons  are 
finely  balanced.  There  has  existed  in  some 
quarters  much  unfounded  prejudice  in  re- 
gard to  this  greatly  underrated  State. 
But  wherever  correct  knowledge  of  its 
great  possibilities  obtains,  such  prejudice 
disappears.” 

“I  have  heard  it  called  the  Nazareth  of 
the  Union,”  said  Muriel. 

“No  doubt,”  replied  Hendrix,  “and  as 
few  in  Israel  would  have  gone  to  Nazareth 
to  find  a Christ,  so  few  of  America  would 
go  to  Arkansas  to  find  the  ‘New  Atlantis;’ 
and  yet  Christ  was  bom  in  Nazareth  and 
the  New  Atlantis  will  be  found  in  Arkansas. 
At  least,  there  is  where  we  will  find  it 
to-morrow.” 

“From  California  to  Arkansas,  from 
orange  orchards  to  cotton  fields,  from 
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Emerald  Valley  to  New  Atlantis,  a great 
shifting  of  scenes  truly !”  exclaimed  Muriel. 

“This  is  a great  country,”  replied  Hen- 
drix, “and  great  scene  shifting  is  necessary 
to  cover  it.” 

“Is  New  Atlantis  an  attempt  at  realizing 
the  Baconian  conception  of  life  on  the 
fabled  island?”  asked  Muriel. 

“No,”  replied  Hendrix,  “not  exactly  that 
It  is  simply  a colony  of  advanced  co-oper- 
ators devoted  to  the  practice  of  what  they 
believe.  They  are  an  affiliated  branch  of 
the  University,  however,  and  the  colony’s 
relation  to  it  is  exactly  the  same  as  that 
of  every  other  branch  or  colony.” 

“But  does  not  their  practice  somewhat 
conflict  with  the  lesser  practices  required 
of  University  branches?”  asked  Muriel 
again. 

“To  an  unimportant  degree,  if  at  all,” 
replied  Hendrix.  “The  founders  of  New 
Atlantis  realize  the  practical  difficulties  that 
must  beset  a national,  co-operative  order  in 
its  efforts  to  bring  about  a new  industrial 
system.  They  approve,  therefore,  the  lim- 
itations set  by  the  University  upon  the  co- 
operative demands  which  it  makes  of  its 
members.  They  approve  of  the  graduated 
method  by  which  our  order  is  leading  the 
people  up  to  the  completest  co-operation, 
for  that  you  know  is  the  avowed  goal  of 
the  University;  and  they  find  no  difficulty 
in  practice  or  principle  in  affiliating  with 
us.  As  I told  you  at  first,  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  most  advanced  co-operators 
may  not  join  us.  Our  branches  and  colonies 
may  not  practice  any  less  degree  of  co- 
operation than  our  constitution  demands; 
but  they  may  go  as  far  ahead  of  us  as  they 
choose.  The  Agricultural  College  of  New 
Atlantis  is  a practical  illustration  of  this 
idea.  They  conform,  of  course,  to  all  our 
requirements  as  to  incorporation,  super- 
vision and  fraternity,  and  teach  the  ethics, 
as  well  as  practice  our  system,  of  collective 
ownership  and  exchange;  But  having  com- 
plied with  the  general  regulations  of  the 
system  so  necessary  to  the  economic  man- 
agement of  any  corporation  and  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  its  objects  and  purposes, 
they,  like  every  local  branch  of  the  Uni- 
versity, are  free  to  manage  their  internal 
affairs  as  they  choose.  For  instance,  our 
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constitution  requires  that  all  land  and  pro- 
ducing means  necessary  for  educational 
purposes  and  maintenance  of  faculty  and 
students  shall  be  owned  by  the  University 
or  a chartered  branch,  and  all  revenues  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  commodities  produced 
by  student  labor  are  apportioned  to  the  edu- 
cational fund.  It  is  in  this  way  that  we 
are  able  to  guarantee  to  students  of  the 
system  maintenance  during  their  course  of 
study.  But  the  New  Atlantis  people  have 
gone  quite  a step  in  advance  of  this  re- 
quirement. They  have  deeded  all  their 
lands  to  the  University  to  be  held  and  man- 
aged for  common  use,  and  their  factories 
and  mills  and  machinery  as  well  are  a part 
of  the  commonwealth.  They  have  public 
dining-rooms,  laundry,  baths,  public  tailor- 
ing and  dress-making  establishments,  as 
well  as  public  schools  and  libraries  and 
newspapers.  Individual  possessions  are  lim- 
ited to  household  furniture  and  personal  be- 
longings, and  two  acres  of  land  and  a resi- 
dence to  families.  Their  schools  are  of  the 
polytechnic  and  manual  training  order,  and 
you  will  find  their  system  of  instruction 
most  interesting.  All  the  arts  and  sciences 
are  taught  with  particular  reference  to  their 
practical  application;  and  young  and  old 
and  middle-aged  are  proud  to  acknowledge 
themselves  ‘life-students*  of  the  system. 
Four  hours*  labor  at  productive  employ- 
ment constitutes  a day’s  work;  and  this  is 
required  of  everyone — managers,  directors, 
deans,  teachers,  students.  They  believe  in 
the  Tolstoian  doctrine,  that  it  is  everyone’s 
duty  to  labor  at  something  that  is  usually 
regarded  and  commonly  called  work.  Each 
must  produce  his  own  living  by  producing 
something  on  which  to  live  or  exchange 
for  other  products  of  labor.  Four  hours’ 
work,  with  the  assistance  of  modern  ma- 
chinery, they  claim  is  sufficient  for  this. 
The  remaining  time  belongs  to  the  individ- 
ual. Members  are  allowed  to  sever  their 
connection  with  the  colony  and  join  others 
when  they  desire  to  do  so,  transferring 
their  labor-credits  with  them,  which  are 
guaranteed  by  our  institution,  or  they  may 
‘swarm*  and  organize  new  ones.  The  Uni- 
versity system  guarantees  the  greatest  liberty 
to  the  individual  in  this  respect,  one  of  its 
objects  being  to  assist  in  founding  new 


industrial  colonies.  New  Atlantis  is  or- 
ganized on  the  family  idea  of  each  for  all 
and  all  for  each.  Their  motto  is,  ‘from 
each  according  to  his  ability,  to  each  ac- 
cording to  his  needs,*  and  declaring  the 
needs  of  each  on  an  average  to  be  sub- 
stantially the  same,  they  give  to  each  an 
equal  share  in  what  is  produced/* 

“An  advanced  system,  truly!*’  exclaimed 
Muriel.  “Did  I understand  you  to  say/’ 
she  continued,  “that  this  New  Atlantis  is 
the  University  ideal?** 

“No.  The  Industrial  University  has  not 
set  for  itself  in  detail  any  ideal  other  than 
that  which  may  come  from  teaching  a re- 
sponsible and  practicable  co-operative  sys- 
tem applied  to  private  industries  and  public; 
the  latter  operated  at  cost,  the  former  grad- 
ually eliminating  all  forms  of  profit  as  the 
public  comes  more  and  more  to  guarantee 
usual  maintenance  to  the  dependent  indi- 
vidual, and  by  that  I mean  the  young,  the 
sick  and  the  aged  or  those  resting  under 
similar  disabilities.  The  New  Atlantis  col- 
ony is  responsible  for  its  own  ideals,  but 
the  University  has  made  them  possible  of 
realization;  and  those  ideals  have  in  them 
much  to  commend  them  to  the  thoughtful 
consideration  of  social  students,  and  for 
that  reason  I have  placed  New  Atlantis  in 
our  itinerary  as  well  as  to  show  the  great 
adaptability  of  the  industrial  system  that 
takes  in  the  individual  co-operative  concerns 
which  we  visited  in  the  city,  the  great 
Emerald  Valley  enterprise  that  is  operated 
on  the  supervised  system,  and  this  ideal 
project,  New  Atlantis.  Other  colonies  with 
somewhat  different  ideals  are  also  affiliated 
with  the  University  and  have  become  a part 
of  us,  but  this  one,  perhaps,  is  as  interest- 
ing as  any.” 

It  may  be,  however,  that  the  reader  would 
prefer  a nearer  description  of  this  New 
Atlantis  and  its  idealism.  And  as  the  mor- 
row brought  the  party  promptly  on  schedule 
time  to  their  destination,  where  they  were 
taken  in  charge  by  the  dean  of  the  colony, 
who,  with  warm  enthusiasm,  explained  and 
displayed  and  described  it  all,  it  will  be 
but  simple  justice  to  listen  to  him  rather 
than  to  Hendrix. 

The  dean  was  the  head  of  the  colony — 
its  presiding  officer,  and  he  looked  the 
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leader  that  he  was.  He  was  about  sixty 
years  of  age,  tall  and  strong,  but  not  stout, 
broad-shouldered  and  browned.  The  vigor 
and  strength  of  earlier  years  still  marked 
his  movements  and  appearance.  His  hair 
and  beard  and  brows  were  gray  and  thick 
almost  to  shagginess,  and  eyes  full  of  light 
and  fire  lit  up  a countenance  intelligent  and 
benignant.  His  voice  was  full  and  gentle 
toned  and  cultured,  and  in  his  manners 
mingled  both  the  student  and  the  man  of 
action.  Clinton  Bancroft. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SOME  OBSERVATIONS. 

I hear  so  much  about  the  seventy-five 
dollar  salary,  and  it  is  getting  no  nearer  to 
it  that  I can  see.  Boys,  let  us  let  it  rest 
a while  and  try  to  spring  something  new 
and  something  better.  Seventy-five  dollar 
minimum  is  all  right  in  its  place,  but  if 
we  expect  to  get  it  I do  not  think  the 
journal  is  hardly  the  right  place  for  it. 

Now,  this  is  my  first  attempt.  I may 
make  a mistake  or  so,  but  just  read  on. 
I notice  the  boys,  in  writing  up  articles, 
instead  of  signing  their  name  give  Cert, 
number.  Now,  let’s  reason.  When  it  comes 
to  selecting  a local  chairman,  how  can 
you  tell  him  by  his  Cert,  number  how 
many  of  us  has  the  chance  of  talking  to 
each  other  over  their  divisions.  I say,  sign 
our  names  and  we  will  know  how  each 
man  stands  and  put  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  I am  not  in  favor  of  putting 
men  in  as  local  chairmen  who  are  employed 
in  dispatchers’  offices  and  work  at  our  best 
positions.  I don’t  believe  in  throwing  a 
good  man  in  the  fire.  We  should  have 
men  who  are  hard-working  agents  and"  oper- 
ators at  small  stations  and  long  hours. 
He  is  the  man  that  should  be  there,  but 
we  must  know  who  he  is  before  we  get 
him. 

Then  we  want  to  ask  the  express  com- 
pany for  an  increase.  That’s  all  right  in 
some  cases,  but  on  most  roads  such  com- 
panies as  the  Western  Union,  Express, 
U.  S.  Mail,  etc.,  pay  the  railroad  companies 
for  handling  their  business,  therefore,  we 
should  look  to  the  railroad  companies  for 
increases,  and  I say,  get  ready  to  go  right 
after  it,  but  start  out  to  win. 


Another  suggestion  I am  in  favor  of  is 
holding  our  brothers  up  while  they  are  out 
on  grievances,  and  you  will  be,  too,  if  you 
are  out  for  a year  or  so.  Let  his  pay  start 
in  if,  in  the  judgment  of  our  local  chairman 
he  has  a good  case.  If  he  gets  time  from 
the  company  for  the  time  lost,  he  can  return 
what  has  been  paid  him.  Very  few  men  can 
wait  on  settlements  for  a year  at  a time.  I 
believe  that  is  the  cause  of  our  contract  be- 
ing violated  so  much.  A man  is  scared  to 
present  his  grievance  when  he  has  one,  but 
I say  present  them,  if  its  only  for  twenty- 
five  cents;  stay  with  it  until  you  get  it, 
and  if  it  comes  to  a strike  we  will  never 
be  in  a better  position  to  win  it  than  we  are 
to-day — every  railroad  town  of  any  size 
has  union  men  in  it,  and  these  men  must 
do  their  trading  some  place  in  that  town, 
and  I say,  get  out  petitions  and  have  the 
merchants  and  business  men  sign  them, 
agreeing  to  give  their  business  to  other 
roads.  C.  C.  Stalling. 


ONE  NON  TELLS  A STRAIGHT  STORY. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  will  allow  space 
in  your  journal,  1 will  say  a few  things 
for  the  so-called  nons.  Yes,  I am  a non. 
I don’t  deny  the  accusation,  and  I will 
tell  you  why  I am.  I suppose  you  expect 
to  hear  me  put  up  that  thread-bare  excuse 
that  so  many  of  my  brothers  put  up,  such 
as — well,  here  is  a few  of  them : 

My  brother  John  sold  a cow  some  years 
ago  to  a fellow  down  the  line  who  never 
paid  John  for  the  cow,  and  I will  never 
join  anything  that  fellow  is  connected  with. 
Another : The  O.  R.~  T.  might  order  a 

big  strike  out  West  and  ask  all  of  us  to 
strike  in  sympathy.  Another : Can’t  afford 

it  now,  had  lot  of  hard  luck  lately,  but 
will  conie  in  soon  as  I can  get  some  money. 
And  another : I have  no  use  for  the  O. 

R.  T.  and  they  will  have  to  show  me  first. 
I will  wait  and  see  what  the  committee 
accomplishes  and  if  it  satisfies  me  maybe 
I will  join  you  fellows. 

It  certainly  makes  me  tired  to  hear  my 
dear  brother  nons  spiel  off  these  old  worn- 
out  yarns,  when  they  know  well  enough 
the  other  fellow  doesn’t  believe  a word  of 
it.  Why  not  be  true  to  ourselves  first,  and 
afterwards  it  is  easy  to  be  true  to  others, 
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that  is,  I mean  so  far  as  these  old  stories 
are  concerned.  I know  that  every  non  is 
such  for  the  same  reason  that  I am  a non, 
and  that  is  to  reap  the  harvest  and  let 
the  other  fellow  pay  the  bill.  That  is  my 
gospel  and  I have  always  followed  that 
course  as  near  as  I possibly  could. 

During  the  course  of  my  career  on  this 
pike  the  organization  business  budded  and 
bloomed,  and  yours  truly  has  come  out  with 
colors  flying,  having  reaped  my  full  share 
of  the  good  things,  and  never  lost  a cent. 
I simply  let  the  other  fellows  do  the  shout- 
ing and  the  paying. 

It  was  several  years  ago,  in  the  good  old 
days  when  we  all  got  $40  per  month,  that 
one  of  those  union-inclined  chaps  wrote  up 
a cleverly  worded  petition  to  the  manage- 
ment for  an  increase  in  pay,  and  started  it 
along  the  different  divisions  for  signatures. 
When  it  reached  me  I passed  it  by.  I 
thought  it  would  be  safer  to  lay  down; 
but  there  was  enough  of  the  other  chaps 
that  did  sign  it  that  the  management  thought 
it  best  to  hike  out  an  extra  V every  month 
to  sort  of  smooth  the  matter  over,  but  the 
chap  wrote  that  petition  got  it  where  the 
chicken  got  the  ax.  I got  sixty  plunkers 
a year  and  never  lost  a hair. 

A few  years  after  this  another  of  those 
kind  of  fellows  started  a union  of  his  own, 
and  promising  big  results  on  a small  cap- 
italization, the  boys  gobbled  up  the  bait 
like  sunfish  do  in  a mill  pond.  You  can 
be  sure  I didn’t  lose  any  of  my  good  coin 
on  this  venture,  but  after  the  storm  was 
over  another  five  spot  was  coming  my  way 
every  month,  and  Ihe  fellow  that  started 
the  ball  a rolling  had  a tin  can  attached  to 
his  coat-tail,  but  being  of  a cantankerous 
nature  he  didn’t  know  he  was  down  and 
out  when  he  really  was.  What  did  he  do 
but  take  up  the  old  O.  R.  T.  goods  and 
start  over  the  road  again  as  fresh  as  a 
daisy. 

When  he  came  down  my  way  I gave  him 
the  high  ball,  and  he  went  by  right  on 
time.  Well,  he  got  a good  percent  of  the 
boys  into  the  O.  R.  T.  all  right,  but  not 
as  many  as  he  did  on  the  cheap  diet.  Lots 
of  the  fellows  that  were  shouting  the  loud- 
est just  took  to  the  woods  when  they  were 
called  upon  to  dig  up  the  O.  R.  T.  fees. 


It  was  then  that  they  dished  out  the  old 
stock  excuses,  and  I found  that  I had  a 
numerous  following.  It  was  amusing  to 
see  how  they  wiggled. 

After  a lot  of  preliminaries  the  O.  R.  T. 
committee  got  their  contract  or  schedule 
all  right,  and  when  things  cleared  up  I 
found  that  my  pay  was  increased  about  $10 
per  month  more,  and  a lot  of  other  priv- 
ileges was  granted,  such  as  overtime  for 
Sundays  and  extra  pay  for  carrying  switch 
lamps  and  tending  switches.  Well,  you 
know,  it  makes  me  laugh  how  easy  all  this 
came  to  me.  I just  simply  laid  down  and 
got  the  whole  thing  for  nothing.  Of  course, 
these  union  chaps  have  cut  me  off  their 
calendar  and  seem  to  like  me  to  the  same 
degree  as  they  would  a rattlesnake,  but 
what  do  I care. 

One  of  these  union  chaps  at  a station 
a little  below  where  I am  did  not  get 
hardly  any  increase,  while  I got  on  the 
whole  bunch  about  $20  per  month.  It  cost 
him  about  $30  and  he  is  still  paying  dues, 
etc.  I did  not  pay  a cent,  nor  am  I paying 
anything  now.  I simply  take  all  that  comes 
my  way  and  let  the  other  fellow  pay  the 
bills.  I asked  this  chap  one  day  why  he 
continued  to  pay  dues  when  he  got  so  little 
out  of  it?  He  replied  that  so  long  as  the 
movement  helped  the  craft  in  general  he 
considered  the  money  well  spent  whether 
he  got  any  direct  benefit  or  not.  Wouldn’t 
that  jar  you? 

Some  day  I am  going  to  organize  the 
nons  into  a society  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  their  moral  stamina,  so  that 
when  they  are  approached  they  will  have 
the  courage  to  say  exactly  why  they  are 
nons.  Speak  up  like  I do,  and  say  that  it 
is  your  gospel  to  absorb  everything  in  the 
world  and  give  back  nothing  in  return.  Be 
either  a man,  a mouse  or  a long-tailed  rat. 

Po. 


THE  U.  8.  MAIL. 


I wish  to  offer  my  objections  to  the  move- 
ment proposed  in  last  October  journal  by 
Bro.  C.  L.  R.  No  doubt  the  brother  is  one 
who  has  to  chase  himself  back  and  forth 
between  depot  and  post  office  with  big,  nice 
fat  sacks  of  mail  during  his  regular  hours 
of  duty,  and  knows  some  curious  customer 
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will  be  found  impatiently  waiting  at  depot 
upon  his  arrival  and  meet  him  square  In 
the  door  and  inform  him  that  the  ’phone 
has  been  ringing  all  the  time  he  has  been 
gone,  also  that  he  thinks  the  dispatcher 
has  been*  calling  him,  too.  If  Mr.  Agent 
does  not  appear  too  sarcastic  he  will  prob- 
ably ask  him  what  it  costs  to  ship  freight 
to  New  York.  All  these  things  help  to 
make  the  free  mail  delivery  agent  wish  the 
promoters  of  the  cause  were  covered  so  deep 
in  mail  pouches  that  they  would  smell  Uncle 
Sam’s  feet  for  a week. 

Now,  the  question  is,  is  it  justly  a part 
of  our  duty  as  railroad  agents  and  operators 
to  carry  a sack  of  U.  S.  mail  from  a depot 
platform?  The  postmaster  is  the  man  that 
gets  paid  for  handling  U.  S.  mail,  and  does 
it  not  look  reasonable  that  he  should  handle 
it  to  and  from  the  trains?  It  might  be 
said  by  some  that  his  duty  required  his 
presence  at  the  post  office.  How  much  more 
important  are  his  duties  than  ours?  He 
has  no  lives  at  stake,  no  trains  to  give 
orders  to  or  prevent  being  delayed.  In 
towns  where  there  is  a rush  business  at 
post  office  you  may  be  sure  that  it  is  no 
less  so  at  the  depot.  But  in  mentioning 
my  objections  to  the  proposition  made  by 
Bro.  C.  L.  R.,  I wish  to  say  that  if  his 
plans  should  be  carried  out  there  would 
be  a lot  of  us  hard-up  agents  and  oper- 
ators witness  a reduction  in  wages.  There 
are  several  along  this  pike  who  deliver  U. 
S.  mail  to  trains  that  come  off  our  hours  of 
duty,  thereby  bringing  about  some  50  cents 
calls  and  some  25  cents  an  hours  overtime. 
The  most  of  us  make  from  $15  to  $23  extra 
per  month.  This  kind  of  a thing  is  exist- 
ing on  many  roads  and  if  taken  from  us 
would  make  some  of  us  feel  like  our  jobs 
might  as  well  be  bulletined  right  away.  I 
do  not  think  it  right  for  us  to  be  contented 
with  the  present  existence  of  the  U.  S. 
mail  matter;  but  let  us  ask  to  be  paid  for 
this  extra  work.  We  might  as  well  have 
the  money  as  some  one  else.  A great  big 
per  cent  of  the  operators  have  time  to 
handle  the  mail,  and  would  willingly  do 
so  if  paid  a reasonable  amount;  and  the 
railroad  company  would  prefer  that  we  do 
this  work  rather  than  others,  as  they  are 
entitled  to  an  hour’s  service  from  us  where 


we  are  allowed  a call.  I would  suggest  we 
ask  a reasonable  amount  of  pay  for  hand- 
ling the  U.  S.  mail  according  to  amount 
or  number  of  pouches  handled.  Let  them 
pay  us  for  handling  it  while  on  duty  and 
let  present  rules  continue  for  handling  it 
while  off  regular  hours  of  duty,  that  is, 
where  allowed  a call  for  our  extra  service. 
But  let  the  postmaster  carry  it  back  and 
forth  between  depot  and  post  office. 

I like  to  work  to  the  company’s  interest 
and  see  them  prosper  where  they  show  their 
willingness  to  do  the  right  thing  by  their 
employes.  If  I understand  the  matter  the 
railroad  companies  would  not  be  out  any 
more  by  paying  us  as  stated  than  they  are 
at  present.  They  would  simply  charge  the 
government  more  for  handling  the  U.  S. 
mail  when  they  made  their  four  years’ 
contract.  And  if  I am  not  mistaken  next 
August  is  the  month  in  which  railroads 
contract  with  the  government  for  handling 
the  U.  S.  mail  for  the  next  four  years. 
So  if  we  wish  to  get  in  our  work  we  had 
better  get  busy,  in  order  that  the  railroads 
or  those  who  make  the  contracts  with  Uncle 
Sam  may  have  a chance  to  fix  the  price 
for  their’s  and  our  service.  I do  not  be- 
lieve in  sucking,  neither  do  I think  it  best 
to  apply  anything  of  a forcible  nature  if 
we  can  get  along  without  it  and  at  the 
same  time  maintain  our  rights.  The  higher 
officials  are  men  of  sound  minds  and  know 
we  are  a class  of  laborers  that  cannot  be 
picked  up  at  any  time,  and  that  our  supply 
is  not  increasing  very  rapidly.  But  I do 
not  think  it  best  to  make  a great  demand 
of  them,  or  try  to  show  our  power  by 
going  on  a strike,  as  they  do  not  like  to 
be  bulldozed  any  better  than  ourselves.  And 
you  all  know  that  the  very  business-like 
way  in  which  our  Order  has  dealt  with 
railroad  companies  all  over  the  country  has 
brought  about  a lot  of  better  schedules  and 
gained  the  respect  of  our  employers  to  a 
great  extent.  It  is  true  we  are  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  ourselves  to 
demand  our  rights  if  necessary.  But  we 
do  this  only  as  a last  resort.  Let  us 
act  with  reason  and  upon  business  princi- 
ples only,  until  we  have  gone  the  limit. 
Then  if  we  are  not  treated  in  the  same 
way  or  if  ignored,  we  have  but  one  thing 
left  to  do.  Cred.  836. 
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WHAT  IS  OUR  PROFESSION? 

After  years  of  faithful  service  as  teleg- 
raphers we  are  compelled  to  stop  and  ask 
“What  is  our  profession,”  and  have  we 
anything  to  look  to  in  the  future.  If  we 
have  nothing,  then  why  continue  to  drag 
our  noble  profession  into  the  mud  and 
mire?  If  those  w’ho  reap  the  benefit  of 
our  ceaseless  labor  have  nothing  in  store 
for  us,  then  why  continue  to  follow  our 
unrecognized  profession  to  the  bottomless 
pit  below?  If  we  were  classed  with  the 
lowest  railroad  labor  and  paid  by  the  hour, 
would  our  profession  be  elevated  from  its 
present  position? 

The  Bible  says.  If  a tree  beareth  no  fruit, 
cut  it  down.  How  many  of  us  stand  to- 
day with  outstretched  hands  to  protect  our 
profession  from  the  wielding  ax?  Have  we 
borne  no  fruit?  If  not,  then  step  to  one  side 
and  let  the  ax  fall.  At  this  very  moment 
thousands  and  thousands  of  souls  are  going 
at  tornado  speed  to  be  delivered  to  their 
destinations  in  safety.  We  ask,  from  whose 
hands?  In  1904  thousands  and  thousands 
of  souls  have  been  delivered  at  the  gates 
of  the  World’s  Fair  and  returned  to  their 
homes  without  a thought  of  accident. 
From  whose  hands?  Is  this  fruit?  If  not, 
let  the  ax  fall. 

Thousands  of  our  profession  have  gone 
forth  to  battle  for  and  increase  the  com- 
panies’ business,  in  their  4x6  offices,  where 
the  wind  blows  the  paper  from  their  slab 
tables  through  the  open  walls,  the  offices 
heated  with  sulphur  coal  and  awaiting  the 
coming  of  the  water  train  to  quench  their 
thirst.  Are  they  successful  in  their  efforts? 
If  not,  what  is  fruit?  Does  the  wholesale 
merchant  start  his  agents  out  to  solicit 
business  with  his  hands  tied  with  financial 
embarrassment?  Is  he  more  successful  in 
business  than  the  railroad?  If  not.  then 
what  is  our  profession?  Are  we  competent? 
Let  us  see : In  the  last  year,  to  my  knowl- 

edge, two  of  our  profession  have  accepted 
positions  as  bank  cashiers  and  two  others 
have  accepted  positions  as  chief  clerks  in 
large  manufacturing  concerns,  and  have 
proven  themselves  competent  to  fill  such 
positions. 

Are  these  four  of  our  profession  all  that 
possess  this  intellect?  I answer,  no.  There 


are  thousands  of  telegraph  operators  who 
are  able  to  fill  such  positions.  What  was 
those  operators’  salaries  before  and  what 
are  they  now,  say  nothing  of  the  hours? 
Is  this  fruit?  If  so,  then  what  is  our  pro- 
fession and  where  is  it  classed? 

Am  I right  when  I say  that  our  profession 
is  being  used  to  fill  positions  of  other  rail- 
road labor,  such  as  “switch  tenders,”  that 
paid  the  switchmen  $75  per  month  and  with 
additional  labor  pays  the  telegraph  operator 
$45  per  month  for  the  same  station?  If  a 
railroad  company  wishes  to  reduce  expenses, 
who  are  the  ones  to  suffer  first  in  reduc- 
tion of  salary,  and  why  so?  Are  we  so 
scattered  that  the  enemy  thinks  we  cannot 
concentrate  our  forces  against  such  un- 
reasonable attacks?  If  this  be  the  case, 
then  what  is  mightier  than  the  pen  through 
the  columns  of  The  Railroad  Telegrapher 
if  it  reached  the  home  of  every  telegraph 
operator  in  America.  I hope  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  our  noble  profession  will 
be  classed  among  the  best  and  our  services 
paid  for  by  the  hour,  and  the  minimum  will 
he  25  cents  per  hour  and  time  and  one-half 
for  Sundays.  Then  why  not  shoulder  arms 
and  march  to  the  beat  of  the  O.  R.  T. 
band  which  is  going  forth  to  battle  for  the 
advancement  of  our  noble  profession  ? 

D.  F.  R. 


HOW  HE  FEELS. 

I have  been  a constant  reader  of  The 
Telegrapher  for  a number  of  years,  and 
some  of  the  articles  therein  have  impressed 
me  very  much  as  overdone  on  the  part  of 
their  writer.  I find  much  serious  food  for 
thought  in  some  of  the  able  parts  that 
have  been  taken  by  the  brother  telegraphers 
who  have  the  welfare  of  others  than  them- 
selves at  heart. 

I have  often  wondered  if  some  of  the 
contributors  to  the  journal  are  aware  that 
every  official  of  every  railroad  in  the  coun- 
try has  access  to  their  writings  as  well  as 
their  brother  telegraphers?  These  articles 
are  read  by  numerous  men  in  high  standing 
in  railroad  circles,  and  their  opinions  are 
formed  pro  and  con  as  the  worthiness  of 
the  Order  represented  by  the  writers. 

Antagonism  seems  to  be  the  watch-word 
of  so  many  of  the  boys,  and  they  do  not 
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hesitate  to  throw  out  their  lines  even  to  the 
detriment  of  the  craft  in  general. 

Experience  has  taught  us  that  through 
peaceable  means  we  may  accomplish  good 
results.  Antagonism  is  the  last  course  to 
suggest,  the  one  thing  most  to  be  avoided. 
It  doubles  the  labors  of  your  officers  and 
makes  their  task  doubly  hard,  when  pre- 
senting a case  before  a company  for  adjust- 
ment. 

Have  we  ever  thought  of  the  impression 
it  would  make  for  one  of  our  committeemen 
to  approach  a general  manager  and  place 
before  him  one  of  our  journals  and  say,  I 
represent  this  body  of  men  and  by  glancing 
through  its  columns  you  can  see  our  object 
in  approaching  you  for  a schedule. 

This  general  manager  would  see  staring 
him  in  the  face  the  $75  Minimum,  Ten 
Hours  Per  Day,  No  Sundays,  etc.,  etc.  “All 
perfectly  right  in  its  way,”  but  after  years 
of  labor  for  a $35  and  $40  per  under  con- 
ditions inferior  as  compared  with  those  of 
to-day.  We  must  agitate  extreme  measures 
for  an  immediate  readjustment  just  as  we 
want  it.  Boys,  cut  this  out.  A bunch  of 
hot  wind  from  the  Depew  Kid  in  last 
journal  is  seasonable,  reasonable  and  most 
logical.  Come  in  with  something  that  will 
help  us  advance  in  the  work  we  have 
chosen  as  a profession,  and  fight  your 
battles  of  $75  per,  shorter  hours,  etc.,  out 
in  the  lodge  room.  The  Japs  are  not  fight- 
ing their  battles  to-day  by  advertising, 
neither  are  they  furnishing  the  Russians 
their  plans  of  action.  Why  should  you,  in 
your  attempt  for  a betterment  of  conditions, 
scatter  powder  around  your  camp  fires  that 
will  only  help  to  injure  you  in  the  end? 

Now,  I wish  to  get  at  you  again : Why 
is  it  you  can  find  no  word  of  good  will  for 
the  people  who  have  shown  us  the  glad 
hand?  Have  came  to  us  with  a fulfillment 
of  our  requests  and  shown  by  their  acts  that 
their  hearts  were  in  the  right  place.  Come  in 
and  give  such  men  the  credit  they  deserve. 
Try  it  and  you  will  find  it  will  help  change 
the  doughnuts  into  dollars. 

Certificate  877,  Division  14,  of  last  journal, 
comes  in  with  “world’s  of”  good  advice, 
making  another  point  of  consideration  that 
should  be  taken  home  and  to  heart  by  a 
great  number  of  the  boys.  Not  alone  for 


their  own  welfare  but  for  the  fraternity  to 
which  they  belong.  Illustrating,  I have  in 
mind  a railroad  which,  about  a year  ago, 
granted  to  their  operators  and  agents  a 
goodly  increase  in  salary  and  other  con- 
cessions asked  for  by  our  representatives. 
This  schedule  signed  for  one  year.  Now, 
personal  observation  has  shown  me  that  a 
large  per  cent  of  the  men  affected  have, 
and  are  to-day,  abusing  the  rights  granted 
them,  and  at  a cost  of  much  hard  labor  and 
time  upon  their  brother  officers. 

Article  1 does  not  include  train  dispatch- 
ers. Now,  some  of  the  boys  desire  that 
these  same  dispatchers  call  them  for  an 
hour  or  so  to  order  cut  a wrecker  or  get 
an  “OS”  of  some  train,  and  then  wonder 
why  local  officials  appear  antagonistic  toward 
them.  You  are  not  getting  the  blame  for 
this.  It  is  the  body  of  men  you  represent 
who  helps  bear  the  blame. 

When  we  are  granted  better  conditions 
we  should  aim  to  improve  the  conditions 
and  service  of  those  we  represent.  I am 
not  talking  for  any  railroad,  but  I am  talk- 
ing for  you.  There  is  not  a railroad  official 
in  existence  who  does  not  know  the  work 
done  by  the  men  under  him.  Place  a new 
man  in  a dog  house  at  some  siding  and  let 
him  be  Johnny  on  the  spot,  and  you  can 
gamble  your  last  cent  that  he  is  going  to 
get  a little  nearer  the  front.  He  cannot 
remain  there  long  because  he  is  needed 
where  his  ability  is  in  demand. 

You  may  be  working  at  Knothole  Jet.,  a 
dismal  hole  in  the  wall,  steen  miles  from 
nowhere,  and  considering  yourself  the  most 
unfortunate  of  mortals  and  the  people  you 
are  working  for  a set  of  robbers,  but  light 
up  on  this : If  you  are  there  with  the 
goods,  perhaps  windows  all  clean  in  your 
shack,  floor  scrubbed,  perhaps  a few  flowers 
of  your  own  planting  and  outside  of  the 
place  in  perfect  order,  then  you  are  giving 
the  man  you  are  working  for  more  than  his 
money’s  worth,  and  you  are  buying  for 
yourself  and  your  brothers  a place  nearer 
the  top  round  in  the  ladder  of  success.  Let 
every  man  working  for  a company  who  has 
granted  them  a schedule  show  that  this  fact 
is  appreciated,  and  you  will  find  when  your 
committee  goes  before  the  company  officials 
for  a revision,  they  will  be  met  with  a glad 
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hand.  If  you  will  assist  your  officers  in 
their  efforts  to  better  your  conditions  and 
it  will  assist  you. 

Observation  and  personal  experiences  have 
convinced  me  that  personal  efforts  in  all 
lines  is  the  only  road  to  personal  success. 
If  each  brother  makes  the  personal  effort, 
then  the  effort  as  a whole  will  also  be 
successful. 

I look  forward  to  the  future  when  the 
telegraphers  as  a body  shall  be  one  of  the 
most  conservative,  prosperous  organiza- 
tions in  existence.  We  are  drifting  toward 
that  end,  but  a number  are  losing  their  pa- 
tience and  their  expression  is  only  detri- 
mental to  the  cause. 

The  class  of  men  represented  to-day  by 
the  telegraphers  of  this  country  are  the 
brains  of  the  coming  railroad  generals.  Let 
us  get  in  the  right  way  and  travel  the  right 
road.  Build  up  the  journal  with  your  con- 
tributions and  we  build  up  the  cause. 

Give  us  expressions  of  opinions  of  some 
of  the  principal  things  that  affects  us  in  our 
every-day  work.  Suggestions  as  to  re- 
visions of  schedules.  Our  responsibility 
toward  ourselves  and  those  we  represent. 

Will  some  brother  tell  me  how  an  oper- 
ator gets  married  on  $45  per?  Why  are 
some  agents  successful  in  gaining  public 
confidence  and  esteem,  and  others  the  re- 
verse ? 

What  would  you  do  in  case  of  a derail- 
ment near  your  station? 

Why  did  you  not  quit  railroading  when 
you  got  fired  last  time? 

What  good  subjects  for  discussion  will 
help  us  advance  in  our  work? 

And  in  the  beginning  there  was  the  end. 
So  with  this.  Should  this  find  a place  in 
your  journal,  I shall,  perhaps,  come  again, 
for,  as  an  old-timer  of  several  years’  ex- 
perience, I feel  interested  in  all  that  trends 
toward  helping  one  another. 

A.  Starter. 


SHOULD  DISCU8S  PLANS  OF  ACTION 
IN  LODGE  ROOM. 

I would  like  to  make  a suggestion  through 
the  columns  of  our  journal,  and  I hope  that 
it  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  our  worthy 
officers,  and  that  some  action  will  be  taken 
on  it  at  once.  We  all  know  that  there  is 


a great  deal  said  in  our  journal  about  what 
we  should  do  and  what  we  are  going  to  do, 
thereby  giving  the  railroad  officials  a chance 
to  know  just  what  we  figure  on  doing,  thus 
preparing  them  to  meet  the  emergency. 

What  I would  suggest  is  that  all  this  be 
cut  out  of  our  journal  beginning  with  the 
new  year,  January  number. 

I simply  appeal  to  your  good  judgment, 
brothers.  We  have  a president  and  vice- 
presidents  who  are  thoroughly  familiar  with 
what  we  need,  and  all  that  is  necessary  on 
our  part  is  to  get  in  shape  and  stay  that 
way  so  our  president  will  know  that  he  has 
the  necessary  backing,  without  any  fear  of 
not  having  our  entire  support  in  whatever 
he  undertakes. 

Let  every  telegrapher  working  for  a rail- 
road feel  it  his  duty  not  only  to  him  or 
herself,  but  to  the  fraternity  in  general,  to 
be  a member  of  the  O.  R.  T. 

The  lodge  room  is  the  proper  place  to 
discuss  the  situation,  and  not  through  the 
journal.  You  never  see  plans  outlined  like 
that  in  the  trainmen’s  or  conductors’  jour- 
nal, and  the  railroads  cannot  possibly  be 
familiar  with  their  plans.  I also  appeal  to 
the  good  judgment  of  our  worthy  editor 
and  president  if  there  is  not  some  truth 
in  these  remarks.  Let  us  all  join  the  O. 
R.  T.  and  stay  with  it  and  keep  our  mouths 
shut,  and  I am  quite  sure  our  officers  will 
look  after  our  welfare  at  the  proper  time. 

Cert.  529. 


INDUSTRIAL  SERFDOM. 

I have  seen  such  an  unusual  amount  of 
sycophancy  to  the  sceptered  monarch s of 
our  industrial  destinies  that  I grow  weary. 

We  are  like  the  old  cavaliers  who  bowed 
at  the  throne  of  the  heartless  Charles  the 
First,  who  accepted  their  tribute  with  sur- 
feited displeasure  because  their  abjectness 
was  not  more  complete.  Cromwell,  the 
deliverer  of  his  country  from  the  tyrant’s 
rule,  fell  below  their  standard,  for  he  was 
not  possessed  with  the  “divine  right  of 
kings,’’  but  it  was  proven  with  the  ax  that 
he  (Charles)  could  die  a base  and  ig- 
nominious death. 

It  is  as  old  as  the  pyramids  that  men 
have  bowed  their  necks  to  receive  the  yoke 
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of  servitude,  and  the  mental  decrepitude  of 
the  sons  of  toil  has  been  the  inspiration  for 
geniuses  to  hitch  the  human  beasts  of 
burden  to  their  ships  of  state  or  finance 
and  be  the  recipients  for  their  toil  of  money 
or  glory. 

The  nobles  of  France,  those  proud  aristo- 
crats of  the  court  of  Louis  the  Thirteenth, 
felt  for  their  peasants  immeasurable,  dis- 
dain. They  fawned,  not  to  receive  favors, 
but  to  accept  blows,  when  these  same  clowns 
of  custom  innured  for  centuries  to  groveling 
and  uncomplaining  servitude,  overthrew 
Paris  in  a day,  turned  the  Bastile’s  massive 
doors,  not  to  receive  new  prisoners,  but  to 
release  the  unhappy  wretches  who  had  been 
there  for  probably  no  crime,  the  victim  of 
a caprice  of  some  noble.  The  world  was 
amazed  at  the  excesses  of  the  mob  and  the 
fury  of  an  indignation  which  had  lain 
smoldering  for  centuries. 

To-day  the  great  industrial  armies  do> 
feats  of  amazing  toil ; they  cable  the  ocean, 
build  our  monster  battleships,  encircle  the 
globe  with  wires  to  flash  the  news  to  the 
furtherest  ends  of  the  earth  with  yesterday’s 
battle  in  the  Orient;  her  sons  of  toil  dis- 
tribute the  cereals  of  the  West  to  the 
furtherest  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
her  agricultural  toilers  harvest  immense 
crops  which  give  food  and  raiment  to  the 
world.  To  whom  do  the  comforts  of  civili- 
zation go?  Not  to  the  toilers  but  to  that 
dictator  and  arbiter  of  our  destinies,  some 
iron-handed,  icy-hearted  multi-millionaire, 
who  views  the  prodigies  of  your  labor  and 
mind,  not  in  commendation  of  your  services, 
but  to  press- down  the  tighter  the  reins  of 
your  economic  administration  and  what  you 
shall  be  allowed,  not  more,  but  less.  We 
are  not  looked  upon  as  units  of  civilization, 
but  as  so  many  aggregated  opportunities 
for  the  increase  of  his  wealth. 

It  is  the  history  repeating  itself.  We  are 
dumbly  submitting  to  the  further  encroach- 
ments upon  our  civil  and  economic  liberties ; 
we  are  aiding  with  all  our  mind  and  strength 
to  place  the  millionaire  on  a pedestal  as 
high  as  “old  Pelion  or  the  skyish  head  of 
blue  Olympus.” 

There  is  salvation  for  the  working  forces 
provided  we  take  heroic  remedies.  The 
cure  is  in  our  hands,  it  cannot  be  accom- 


plished by  a refusal  to  identify  ourselves 
with  our  craft  fraternity. 

We  often  note  where  Miss  Helen  Gould 
contributes  largely  to  some  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building,  or  endows  some  charity  institution, 
and  it  follows  shortly  where  some  thousand 
employes  are  laid  off  for  retrenchment  pur- 
poses. It  bears  its  own  comment.  Under- 
paid and  overworked  employes  contribute 
largely  in  these  charities,  but  receive  no 
echo  of  the  fulsome  praise. 

We  see  almost  daily  a benevolent  (?) 
movement  on  Mr.  Carnegie’s  part,  the  en- 
dowment of  some  library,  but  do  not  hear 
how  widows,  whose  bread-winners  have 
died  in  the  service  of  the  Amalgamated 
Steel  Trust,  have  received  handsome  re- 
membrance in  recognition  of  a life  dedi- 
cated to  the  upbuilding  of  his  fortune. 

We  note  where  Mr.  Vanderbilt  expends 
millions  upon  a magnificent  palace,  not  in- 
ferior in  gorgeous  beauty  and  elegance 
to  Nero’s  “House  of  Passage.”  We  do  not 
depreciate  the  magnificence,  nor  the  adding 
to  the  beautiful  things  of  the  world,  but 
we  ask  for  enough  for  the  services  we 
render  to  educate  our  children  and  give 
some  comforts  to  those  we  love  and  are 
dependent  upon  us  for  the  necessaries  of 
life.  Cert.  197. 


THE  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  A TELEG- 
RAPHER. 

In  the  S.  P.  yard  office,  in  Algiers,  La. 
(across  river  from  N.  O.),  the  following 
discipline  bulletins  have  been  posted  for  the 
month : 

“The  services  of  a telegrapher  have  been 
dispensed  with  on  account  of  receiving  an 
order  for  a train  after  it  had  passed  his 
station.” 

“The  services  of  a telegrapher  have  been 
dispensed  with  on  account  of  sleeping  on 
duty.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a telegrapher 
going  to  sleep  on  duty,  and  none  will  be 
accepted.  His  position  is  one  of  great  re- 
sponsibility and  the  lives  of  employes  and 
passengers,  as  well  as  the  property  of  the 
company,  depend  on  his  watchfulness  and 
attention  to  duty.” 

“A  telegrapher  has  been  dismissed  on  ac- 
count of  intoxication.  The  position  of  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1548 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


telegrapher  is  one  of  great  responsibility, 
and  persons  addicted  to  the  use  of  intox- 
icating liquors  should  not  be  employed  or 
retained  in  the  service.” 

Recardless  of  the  fact  of  this  admission 
by  one  great  railroad,  the  “Katy”  keeps  this 
same  kind  of  telegraphers  in  its  service  and 
works  them  night  and  day  until  it  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  keep  awake.  Regardless 
of  the  fact  that  great  wrecks  and  loss  of 
life  might  have  been  prevented  by  a more 
liberal  use  of  telegraphers  on  the  lines  of 
some  railroads,  the  “Katy”  continues  to  get 
along  with  one-half  the  number  of  teleg- 
raphers they  really  need.  Ye  gods,  will  the 
public  ever  get  wise?  Keyes. 


THE  TELEGRAPHER  OF  FIFTEEN 
YEARS  AGO  AND  FIFTEEN 
YEARS  HENCE. 

It  has  been  just  fifteen  years  since  my 
first  experience  as  a railroad  telegrapher, 
and  when  I consider  the  many  changes  that 
have  taken  place  and  the  strides  that  have 
been  made  in  the  face  of  adversity,  I wonder 
what  will  be  the  result  of  the  next  fifteen 
years.  Well  do  I remember  working  as 
extra  man  either  day  or  night  (as  the  oc- 
casion demanded)  in  a temporary  office 
8xio  feet  with  a small  stove  in  one  corner, 
and  obliged  to  elevate  my  feet  to  keep  them 
warm.  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs 
at  more  than  half  the  target  offices  between 
Philadelphia  and  Cumberland,  the  territory 
to  which  I was  assigned.  The  rate  of  pay 
was  $40  per  month,  some  few  offices  that 
were  being  opened  paid  $45. 

Working  wrecks,  washouts  or  similar 
points  paid  actual  time  made  at  rate  of  $40 
per  month.  New  men  were  given  regular 
jobs  and  the  best  on  the  pike,  while  older 
men  in  the  service  were  privileged  to  con- 
tinue extra  or  quit. 

This  condition  continued  to  exist  until 
the  latter  part  of  1892,  when  we  succeeded 
in  making  a scale  of  wages  with  a minimum 
of  $45,  with  overtime  and  $2.50  for  working 
wrecks,  etc.  To-day,  we  find  a minimum 
of  $52.50  and  the  telegrapher  looked  upon 
as  a man  with  certain  rights  and  privileges. 

To  whom  do  we  owe  this  condition  of 
affairs?  Is  it  to  those  telegraphers  who 


cannot  see  their  way  clear  to  join  the  or- 
ganization of  their  class?  Is  it  to  the  teleg- 
raphers who  join  when  organizers  are  sent 
over  the  road  to  advise  them  that  a com- 
mittee is  being  selected  to  meet  the  general 
manager  and  they  will  get  an  increase  in 
wages?  Is  it  to  the  telegrapher  who  joins 
to-day  and  becomes  very  active;  finds  he 
cannot  become  prominent  in  a labor  organi- 
zation and  then  finds  an  excuse  to  drop  out? 

To  these  questions  I answer  no.  The  first 
act  that  paved  the  way  to  our  present  im- 
proved condition  is  directly  responsible,  and 
I thank  God  that  on  the  29th  of  October 
last  I was  privileged  to  grasp  the  hand  of 
that  good  and  grand  old  man  that  prompted 
the  act — A.  D.  Thurston. 

It  is  to  him  and  his  followers  that  we 
owe  our  present  and  future.  They  are  the 
heroes.  They  are  the  men  we  can  look  to 
with  pride,  and  say  they  have  done  more 
for  us  than  we  could  do  for  ourselves. 

They  have  made  many  sacrifices,  not  that 
they  expected  to  reap  the  benefit,  but  that 
others  following  in  the  profession  would 
realize  and  appreciate  it. 

Now,  then,  that  the  days  of  persecution 
are  past,  that  we  are  known  and  respected 
by  our  buttons  and  up-to-date  cards,  and 
have  achieved  so  much  in  the  past  few 
years,  what  may  we  expect  in  the  next 
fifteen? 

If  we  have,  as  I say,  overcome  persecution 
and  made  an  advance  of  at  least  30  per  cent 
in  wages  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  with 
no  obstacle  in  the  way  and  a well-drilled, 
intelligent  class  of  men  such  as  our  profes- 
sion is  composed  of,  we  should  double  the 
percentage  during  the  next  fifteen  years 
and  with  less  sacrifice. 

Sacrifices,  of  course,  are  necessary  to  at- 
tain a higher  degree.  No  cross,  no  crown. 
It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  make  sac- 
rifices that  we,  like  the  immortal  Washing- 
ton, may  shine  as  stars  in  the  firmament, 
and  our  acts  of  heroism  may  be  pointed  to 
with  the  finger  of  pride  by  those  that  follow 
in  the  profession.  We  have  the  mysterious 
trade  of  the  world.  We  control  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  We  control  the  markets 
of  the  world.  We  have  the  organization 
upon  which  we  can  base  our  trust,  and  fol- 
lowing its  advice  and  leadership  as  do 
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sailors  or  soldiers,  we  will  find  victory, 
victory  forever,  and  a crown  of  glory  here- 
after. Cert.  39T. 


HOW  TO  OBTAIN  ONE  DAY’S  REST  IN 
SEVEN. 

I see  in  the  columns  of  The  Telegrapher 
during  the  past  few  months  quite  a few 
articles  from  different  brothers  in  regard 
to  the  Sunday  rest  question.  While  the 
brothers  mean  all  right,  I believe  they  are 
all  wrong,  because,  just  so  long  as  the 
railroads  run  trains  on  Sunday,  just  so 
long  will  we  be  obliged  to  work  on  that 
day.  I do  not  think  that  there  is  one 
telegrapher  in  this  country  that  honestly 
believes  that  the  railroads  will  ever  stop 
Sunday  traffic.  It  seems  almost  impossible 
to  do  it,  and  I do  not  think  it  will  be  done. 

Now,  then,  we  must  figure  it  out  some 
other  way.  How  shall  we  go  about  it? 
Take  the  fire  departments  of  all  the  large 
cities  for  example,  and  although  the  fire- 
men are  ready  for  and  are  on  duty  every 
day  of  the  week,  Sunday  included,  yet 
fhe  firemen  have  their  day  of  rest.  They 
are  allowed  one  day  off,  in  every  five  days, 
in  which  to  rest.  Now,  why  not  apply  the 
same  system  to  the  telegraph  department 
of  our  railroads?  It  can  be  done,  and 
very  easily,  as  I shall  endeavor  to  explain. 

We  telegraphers  are  not  hoggish;  we  do 
not  ask  impossibilities,  we  only  ask  for 
what  is  right  and  just,  and  we  think  we 
ought  to  have  it.  Why  not  ask  the  rail- 
roads to  employ  an  extra  telegrapher  for 
every  six  telegraphers  and  arrange  to  give 
us  one  day  off  in  seven? 

Suppose  we  have  three  offices,  “CS,” 
“RH,”  and  “HD,”  all  being  day  and  night 
offices  and  employing  six  telegraphers,  three 
days  and  three  nights.  Now,  the  company 
hires  another  telegrapher,  whose  sole  duty 
is  to  relieve  each  one  of  those  six  teleg- 
raphers one  day  each  week. 

He  will  relieve  the  day  man  at  “CS”  on 
Monday,  day  man  at  “RH”  on  Tuesday,  the 
day  man  at  “HD”  on  Wednesday,  the  night 
man  at  “CS”  on  Thursday  night,  the  night 
man  at  “RH”  on  Friday  night,  and  the 
night  man  at  “HD”  on  Saturday  night, 
and  do  the  same  each  and  every  week,  thus 


giving  •those  telegraphers  one  day  off  in 
seven  and  work  only  six  days  in  seven  him- 
self. 

Do  you  see  the  idea,  brothers?  We  do 
not  care  what  day  we  get  off,  just  so  we 
get  that  one  day  off  in  seven  to  rest  up. 
The  same  can  be  done  with  all  the  other 
offices  and  will  mean  but  one  additional 
telegrapher  for  every  six  employed  in  active  - 
service.  The  dispatchers  can  be  relieved 
the  same  way  by  employing  enough  extra 
dispatchers.  Of  course,  it  is  only  a matter 
of  dollars  and  cents  to  the  railroad  com- 
panies, but  this  day  of  rest  means  much  to 
us  telegraphers  and  to  our  families.  It  is 
a shame  the  way  we  are  obliged  to  work 
twelve  hours  every  day,  Sunday  and  every 
other  day,  and  I think  it  is  time  for  our 
noble  Order  to  take  this  matter  in  hand 
and  have  it  placed  in  our  future  contracts 
or  schedules  with  every  railroad  in  the 
country.  I think  it  is  only  a question  of 
time  when  the  railroads  will  grant  us  one 
day  off  in  seven  and  we  should  do  all  we 
can  to  hasten  this  time  so  we  can  enjoy 
the  benefits. 

Let  us  do  all  we  can  to  keep  this  question 
alive  and  talk  and  argue  all  we  can  for 
it  until  it  will  be  all  you  can  hear  all  over 
this  broad  country  of  ours,  and  by  so  doing 
we  will  soon  get  what  we  want,  not  a 
Sunday  off,  but  one  day  off  in  every  seven, 
as  we  should  have.  Cert  22. 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  AN  OLD  TELEG- 
RAPHER. 


Believe  all  telegraphers  will  agree  with 
me  that  zvhat  we  need  first  and  most  is 
more  money  and  better  hours.  This  can 
only  be  obtained  by  organizing  a road  as 
thoroughly  as  possible;  have  a majority  of 
the  men  select  the  persons  whose  ability, 
integrity  and  other  qualifications  best  fit 
them  to  represent  the  telegraphers.  In  draft- 
ing a schedule  of  wages,  etc.,  same  should 
be  based  particularly  on  amount  of  work 
done , responsibility  of  the  office , and  other 
minor  considerations.  Unless  this  is  done, 
it  will  cause  dissatisfaction  and  do  the 
Order  a great  deal  of  harm.  Ask  for  a 
reasonable  increase  at  each  deserving  office 
on  above  basis,  and  increase  the  amount 
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each  year,  until  we  shall  have  gotten  the 
salary  of  the  telegrapher  where  it  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  other  branches  of  rail- 
way service.  Personally,  I would  love  to 
sec  a “$75  minimum,”  and  believe  every 
telegrapher  who  is  on  duty  continuously 
twelve  hours  is  entitled  to  that  amount,  if 
not  more,  if  only  to  remain  awake  and 
“OS”  a few  trains.  Granting  this,  the 
telegrapher  who  works  continuously  for  a 
like  number  of  hours  should  certainly  re- 
ceive more  salary.  He  is  being  treated  un- 
justly if  he  does  not  get  it,  and  will,  in 
course  of  time,  cause  him  to  lose  heart  and 
drop  out  of  the  Order. 

There  are  quite  a number  of  good  articles 
in  the  October  Telegrapher — several  with 
reference  to  the  $75  minimum  craze ; an- 
other with  reference  to  abuse  of  the  non. 
Am  with  the  brother  who  wrote  this.  Do 
not  try*  to  “drive,”  but  endeavor  to  “lead” 
them  in.  Enjoy  reading  our  journal  very 
much,  and  particularly  anything  that  per- 
tains to  the  betterment  of  the  conditions 
of  the  telegrapher  in  general. 

Cert.  1289. 


FAVORS  STRAIGHT  ASSESSMENT. 

I am  not  in  favor  of  the  voluntary  con- 
tribution system.  We  have  too  many  who 
are  not  volunteers.  Make  it  a straight-out 
assessment  and  let  those  who  do  not  pay 
be  in  bad  standing  until  they  do. 

Voluntary  contribution  savors  too  much 
of  the  alms  business,  and  as  a working 
organization  I consider  our  Order  above 
asking  alms  of  any  one,  member  or  other- 
wise. Any  legitimate  expense  of  the  Order 
is  a due,  pure  and  simple,  should  be  looked 
upon  as  such  and  collected  accordingly. 

We  claim  to  be  an  organization  who  want 
a fair  day’s  wage  for  a fair  day’s  work,  and 
when  officers  of  the  Order  are  doing  their 
utmost  to  bring  about  such  results,  and 
giving  us  a fair  day’s  work  and  more;  to 
say  the  very  least,  they  should  not  be 
hampered  by  a shortage  of  funds. 

We  are  the  employers  for  the  time,  and 
the  Order  and  its  officers  the  employed,  then 
let  us  practice  what  we  preach  and  pay  the 
Order  as  we  expect  our  employers  to  pay  us. 

Old  Crank. 


U.  8.  MAIL. 

There  seems  to  have  been  considerable 
comment  about  the  U.  S.  mails,  with  plans, 
theories  and  specifications  of  how  we  may 
be  able  to  rid  ourselves  of  this  evil.  It 
is  a matter  I have  held  conversations  over 
and  mentally  formulated  great  clauses  and 
amendments  to  our  schedules.  However,  I 
see  the  evil  yet  existing,  while  I settle 
down  like  a scared  coyote,  and  potter  along 
as  though  nothing  had  taken  place  out  of 
the  ordinary. 

On  page  1287,  October  issue  of  the  jour- 
nal and  under  the  title  of  “To  Free  us 
from  the  U.  S.  Mails.”  I notice  the  brother 
has  a pleasant  plan  of  pressing  our  demands, 
not  only  in  a manner  which  would  retain 
our  integrity,  but  would  establish  a degree 
of  independence,  to  a certain  extent,  which, 
of  course,  is  an  attitude  we  are  pleased  to 
be  possessor  of,  while  not  conflicting  with 
the  rudimental  principles  of  this  business 
now  awaiting  our  actions  and  decisions. 

I,  for  the  second  one,  do  heartily  endorse 
the  brother’s  plan,  and  herewith  present 
my  voice  by  announcing  that  my  signature 
will  be  readily  set  to  a letter  headed  and 
reading  as  per  the  first  clause  of  the  broth- 
er’s letter  of  October,  and  do  most  earnestly 
urge  all  brothers  to  voice  their  sentiments 
likewise,  wherein  we  will  be  able  to  carry 
this  plan  of  action  through,  executing  same 
after  the  manner  in  which  he  so  pleasantly 
mapped  out  for  us. 

The  time  limit  is  also  very  good,  but 
would  suggest  that  the  exact  date  be  left 
to  Bro.  Perham,  thus  giving  him  the  ab- 
solute control  over  this  matter,  wherein  he 
may  have  the  desired  time  to  formulate 
instructions  and  orders  to  the  various  mem- 
bers of  the  craft;  map  out  his  plan  of 
laying  the  matter  before  the  transportation 
companies  with  whom  we  are  connected, 
thus  going  at  it  in  a systematic  manner. 

With  this  evil  removed  we  are  one  step 
nearer  the  top  of  the  ladder,  and  a point 
gained  in  our  favor  which  would  give  us 
several  hours  at  home  with  our  families 
during  the  year.  All  it  requires  is  one 
step  at  a time  with  patience  and  persever- 
ance and  soon  we  will  be  floating  upon  a 
level  with  our  associates  of  other  crafts. 
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Again  asking  that  all  the  brothers  take 
this  plan  of  voicing  their  sentiments,  or  in 
other  words,  draft  a circular  letter  reading 
as  per  the  one  submitted  by  our  brother,  and 
circulating  same  among  the  brothers  to 
affix  their  signatures,  and  when  completed, 
forward  to  Bro.  Perham  so  he  will  have 
the  amount  of  his  backing  in  plain  print 
before  him.  This,  I think,  would  be  the 
best  way  of  going  at  it  and  the  most  satis- 
factory means  of  thoroughly  posting  our 
executive  officer  as  to  the  personal  attitude 
of  the  members  at  large  with  reference  to 
the  system  or  course  to  be  pursued. 

Not  wishing  to  become  tiresome  and  fear- 
ing the  old  goat  will  have  more  forage 
with  which  to  amuse  himself,  Fll  cut  out, 
with  best  wishes  for  the  O.  R.  T.  and  its 
members.  Yankee  Doodle. 


REPLY  TO  B.  F.  J. 

B.  F.  J.  is  a victim  of  excessive  credulity. 
That  he  can  be  readily  imposed  upon  is 
easily  demonstrable  from  the  fact  that  he 
assumed  as  incontestably  true  a mere  state- 
ment published  in  the  Kansas  City  Star , for 
the  dissemination  of  political  misinforma- 
tion. Basing  his  article  entitled  “A  Stealthy 
Move  to  Disfranchise  the  Labor  Vote”  upon 
false  premises,  he  naturally  arrives  at  unjust 
conclusions. 

As  to  the  commonwealth  of  Mississippi, 
at  any  rate  he  is  guilty  of  a gross  distortion 
of  fact  when  he  maintains  that  the  laborer 
is  being  disfranchised.  This  State,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other,  extends  protection  to 
the  laboring  man.  The  exemptions  enacted 
in  his  favor,  the  liens  enforced  in  his  behalf, 
the  opportunities  offered  for  his  material 
and  educational  improvement  forcibly  at- 
test the  interest  of  Mississippi  in  her  labor- 
ing- classes. 

Is  there  a property  qualification  for  the 
voter?  The  Code  of  1892  answers  em- 
phatically, No.  What  are  the  qualifications? 
Mainly  citizenship,  immunity  from  felony 
and  ability  to  read.  This  last  restriction, 
to  be  exact,  is  as  follows : The  party  “must 
be  able  to  read  any  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State,  or,  if  unable  to  read 
the  same,  to  understand  the  same  when 
read  to  him,  or  give  a reasonable  inter- 


pretation thereof.”  This  clause  itself  is  a 
refutation  of  the  assertion  of  B.  F.  J. 
Perhaps,  if  he  cons  over  the  Constitutions 
of  Massachusetts  and  Vermont,  he  may 
have  good  reason  for  giving  expression  to 
his  apprehensions.  F.  G.  McCool. 


BILL’S  VIEWS. 


I have  often  wondered  why  it  was  that 
if  our  department  was  such  an  unimportant 
department,  as  some  parties  are  always 
willing  to  try  to  make  you  think,  why  it  is 
that  we  are  fought  as  we  are? 

I remember  once  upon  a time  that  a local 
chairman  and  myself  were  desiring  a little 
information  outside  of  the  organization, 
and  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  have 
called  out  the  army  to  have  been  able  to 
see  the  telegrapher.  This  happened  on  the 
Santa  Fe.  I also  notice  in  looking  around 
that  certain  men  that  have  the  best  positions 
in  the  station  and  telegraph  service,  and  the 
ones  who  have  the  most  rights  under  a 
schedule,  are  generally  the  ones  that  are 
the  easiest  to  approach  in  the  way  of  prom- 
ised promotions,  if  they  will  give  up  their 
organization.  I notice  we  have  quite  a 
number  on  the  Rock  Island  system ; in  fact, 
it  would  seem  as  though  the  intention  was 
to  re-officer  the  whole  system.  Do  you 
think  it  is  the  intention  to  do  so,  or  only 
to  see  what  weak  mortals  we  fools  are? 
This  is  not  expected  of  any  other  organiza- 
tion, and  they  are  not  classed  disloyal  to 
their  employers,  why  should  we  be,  and  do 
you  not  think  that  it  is  getting  about  time 
for  us  to  attend  to  our  business  like  some 
other  organizations,  and  get  what  we  earn 
and  quit  taking  it  in  hot-air  chunks  from 
some  official  who  will  laugh  at  you,  and  say, 
“Oh,  how  easy." 

Did  you  ever  notice  one  of  the  kind  men- 
tioned, after  he  gives  up  his  organization 
and  happens  to  get  to  be  a dispatcher  or  an 
exclusive  agent,  how  quick  he  will  get  dis- 
charged at  the  first  little  thing  that  turns 
up?  Even  though  he  may  have  helped  out 
in  some  troubles  years  before,  being  dis- 
loyal to  himself  and  his  organization,  then 
picks  it  up  again  only  to  be  taken  in  again, 
maybe  by  some  small  promotion  with  100 
per  cent  more  responsibilities.  Do  you  think 
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that  you  have  been  loyal  to  any  one?  No, 
not  even  to  the  company,  little  alone  your- 
self. 

I notice  some  exclusive  men  will  say, 
“Oh,  there  is  so  and  so.  I do  not  think 
he  should  be  an  O.  R.  T.,  and  as  long  as 
you  take  in  such  members  I cannot  come 
in.”  How  did  you  get  your  position?  Do 
they  help  to  build  up  by  remaining  on  the 
outside,  or  do  they  think  a corporation  that 
issues  stock  to  five  or  six  times  the  actual 
value  of  the  property,  and  make  their  em- 
ployes and  patrons  of  the  corporation  help 
to  pay  interest  on  all  of  this  water  will 
lay  awake  nights  to  make  it  pleasant  for 
them?  I think  not.  Do  they  do  so?  How 
long  do  you  think  the  men  will  last  on 
the  “Katy,”  when  it  is  over,  who  are  trying 
to  save  the  company  by  becoming  dispatch- 
ers? Come,  get  in  line,  gentlemen,  as  your 
number  are  getting  fewer  every  day.  You 
will  notice  it  is  getting  to  be  quite  hard  to 
even  get  the  small  stations  filled,  and  the 
junior  officials  are  getting  tired  taking  the 
larger  stations  at  a reduction  from  the 
former  agent  and  are  going  into  other  busi- 
ness. 

I notice  that  the  traffic  officials  of  the 
Western  railroads  had  no  trouble  whatever 
in  convincing  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission in  Chicago,  that  the  wages  of  the 
engineers,  firemen  and  trainmen  had  been 
increased  from  15  to  20  per  cent  during  the 
past  five  years,  but  they  were  forced  to 
admit  on  cross-examination  by  the  attorney 
for  the  Texas  Cattle  Raisers’  Association 
that  their  earnings  had  increased  in  a 
greater  percentage.  Did  some  one  say  where 
do  the  agents  and  telegraphers  come  in? 
Oh,  they  are  helping  out  the  poor  com- 
binations of  capital  to  make  a good  show- 
ing on  their  watered  stock. 

I am  aware  this  is  radical.  The  news- 
papers will  tell  you  that  is  so.  If  you  even 
get  an  idea  that  what  is  good  for  the  ex- 
treme rich  is  not  good  for  the  common 
people,  and  in  some  place  they  advise  that 
sulphur  be  burned,  and  that  the  two  old 
parties  must  get  together  in  order  to  do 
away  with  the  independent  man  who  thinks 
and  does  not  let  them  or  some  old  worn- 
out  politician  do  it  for  them.  It  is  simply 
an  outrage  that  the  people  would  stoop 


so  low  as  to  defeat  such  a man  as  Peabody, 
and  elect  such  men  as  Folk,  Douglass,  La 
Follette,  and  Johnson  of  Minnesota,  when 
the  party  bosses  had  all  arrangements  made 
for  men  who  would  help  the  poor  corpor- 
ations make  dividends  on  their  watered  in- 
vestments. It  is  a wonder  that  Lake  Mich- 
igan has  not  been  stolen. 

I know  it  is  nice  to  walk  around  with  all 
kinds  of  badges  and  charms,  and  even  be- 
long to  church  if  it  is  for  nothing  more 
only  to  spend  our  money  or  to  cover  up 
our  meanness.  I pay  out  about  fifteen  dol- 
lars each  year  for  lodge  dues  outside  of 
my  dues  for  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  it  is  a good 
place  to  spend  money  for  a nice  time,  but 
it  never  has  been  the  means  of  having  my 
salary  increased  by  any  means.  I find, 
though,  if  we  would  all  get  together  and 
support  our  organization,  we  could  then  in 
a few  years  be  able  to  have  our  w?ges  so 
as  to  be  able  to  lay  by  a few  dollars  for  a 
failure  in  crops,  and  be  able  to  chop  off  a 
few  luxuries,  such  as  being  manager  for 
the  W.  U.  Tel.  without  any  compensation, 
carrying  switch  lamps,  U.  S.  mails,  getting 
up  at  all  times  of  the  night  to  be  accom- 
modating, and  we  would  probably  be  re- 
spected by  our  employers  as  soon  as  we  get 
so  far  along  as  to  be  able  to  walk  without 
leaning  upon  some  minor  official,  probably 
selected  on  account  of  a pull,  regardless  of 
whether  he  was  ever  over  the  line  or  has 
any  railroad  experience. 

To  the  non,  the  next  time  you  get  a 
chance  to  join  the  O.  R.  T.  do  not  say, 
“My  wife  does  not  want  me  to,”  or,  “I 
am  going  to  quit  next  fall,”  or,  “I  think  I 
am  going  to  be  promoted  to  a position  that 
pays  $65,”  probably  leaving  a position  paying 
five  less,  but  its  a promotion,  and  no  doubt 
you  will  get  to  be  the  general  manager 
next.  This  gag  is  getting  old;  spring  some- 
thing new  or  quit  or  put  on  a dress. 

To  the  members  inclined  to  be  the  first 
ones  to  help  violate  a schedule,  and  are  as 
bad  as  some  clerk  in  the  superintendent's 
office  in  doing  so,  if  it’s  on  account  of  not 
reading  and  being  posted  on  your  schedule, 
read  it.  If  to  stand  in,  some  organizations 
prefer  charges  against  their  members  for 
this  kind  of  work.  Some  will  drop  out 
even  if  they  secure  a $15  per  month  raise 
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if  there  happens  to  be  a $5  special  assess- 
ment Other  organizations  are  assessed 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  a year  for 
each  member  to  make  a schedule  effective, 
but  the  O.  R.  T.  must  get  ’along  on  wind. 

I will  admit  this  is  quite  a lengthy  article, 
but  there  are  no  committees  that  can  secure 
schedules  just  because  hot  air  is  cheap  when 
produced  out  of  a man’s  mouth. 

If  I may  I would  suggest  that  each  mem- 
ber take  an  individual  interest  in  his  or- 
ganization, enough  so  that  not  a non  escapes 
an  opportunity  of  joining  our  organization. 
If  once  will  not  do  the  business,  keep  after 
him  until  he  will  be  good.  Never  take  in 
your  shingle  but  always  let  the  new-comer 
know  at  once  that  he  is  on  an  organized 
road  and  that  his  membership  is  wanted.  Pay 
up  your  dues  promptly,  and  when  you 
change  your  address  notify  your  grand  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  Study  your  constitu- 
tion and  know  the  workings  of  the  Order, 
and  if  we  all  do  our  duty  we  can  gain  our 
rights  regardless  of  any  opposition.  The 
man  that  carries  the  hod  works  eight  hours 
for  a day’s  work,  but  the  most  of  us  work 
at  least  twelve  for  $50  per  month.  Whose 
fault  is  it?  Ours;  certainly  no  one  else, 
as  you  do  not  think  for  a minute  that  you 
can  hope  for  more  until  you  are  willing  to 
support  an  organization. 

Then  let  us  all  wake  up  and  help  to  get 
something  of  the  make  go  in  our  strong 
box  by  cutting  out  some  useless  expense 
and  not  putting  off  the  time  when  our  rights 
are  to  acknowledged  and  do  away  with  the 
penny  wise  acting  as  used  in  the  past. 

Bill. 


MINIMUM  OR  NO  MINIMUM. 

In  gazing  through  the  last  issue  of  our 
noble  journal  I see  a few  remarks  from 
Cert.  979  in  relation  to  the  above  subject. 

I will  wager  with  him  that  there  are 
stations  on  this  division  where  the  monthly 
receipts  do  not  average  $1,500  per  month, 
and  where  he  will  find  more  grief  than  at 
the  larger  stations  whose  monthly  receipts 
run  up  into  the  thousands. 

A $1,500  a month  station  is  generally  a 
one  man  job.  What  does  this  poor  one 
man  do?  He  sells  the  tickets,  checks  the 


baggage,  checks  bills  and  delivers  his 
freight,  runs  telegrams,  scrubs,  sweeps  and 
dusts  his  office,  and  other  portions  of  his 
large  standard  depot  building,  washes  the 
windows  and — excuse  me,  I am  afraid  to 
mention  any  more  duties  for  want  of  space. 

Our  genial,  well-dressed  agent  of  the 
$10,000  a month  job,  what  does  he  do  ? Well, 
from  my  experience  he  spends  most  of  his 
time  interviewing  the  shippers,  etc.  If  he  has 
any  spare  time  he  will  probably  sell  a few 
tickets  for  exercise,  or,  perhaps,  make  out 
a report  or  two.  As  for  getting  his  hands 
or  clothing  dirty,  well,  what  are  the  assist- 
ants for? 

Which  would  you  rather  be,  the  dapper 
fellow  who  sits  around  giving  orders,  or 
the  dirty  one,  dressed  in  overalls  and  who 
is  continually  racking  his  brain  for  some 
duty  out  of  a hundred  that  he  may  perhaps 
forget?  Tell  me,  who  is  entitled  to  the 
minimum?  Come  back,  Cert.  979,  and  let 
us  hear  your  reply.  C.  E.  Hilton. 


U.  S.  MAIL  REGULATIONS. 

Having  read  a great  deal  in  the  journal 
about  U.  S.  mail  and  the  trouble  it  causes, 
I will,  if  you  will  permit,  present  a new 
phase  of  the  business. 

Nearly  every  one  of  the  agents  on  this 
division  have  to  carry  the  U.  S.  mail,  and 
at  one  station  the  post-office  is  three  blocks 
from  the  depot.  I went  after  the  mail  sev- 
eral times  at  twenty  minutes  before  train 
time,  because  there  happened  to  be  no  one 
at  the  depot  and  I had  a minute  of  idle 
time.  However,  the  postmaster  refused  to 
give  me  the  mail  until  fifteen  minutes  before 
the  train  was  due.  I could  take  my  choice 
of  waiting  five  minutes  or  going  back  and 
coming  again  three  blocks,  and  every  teleg- 
rapher knows  that  just  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival of  a passenger  train  there  is  business 
enough  for  two  agents  in  the  depot  besides 
going  after  mail. 

At  another  station  on  this  division  the 
postmaster  refuses  to  give  the  mail  to  the 
agent  until  ten  minutes  previous  to  the  time 
the  train  is  due.  All  this  is  outrageous. 
It  is  the  rankest  kind  of  an  imposition  on 
the  telegraphers.  U.  S.  mail  is  not  a branch 
of  the  railroad  business.  Our  rules  say  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1554 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher, 


unless  a man  with  excess  baggage  gets 
around  fifteen  minutes  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  train,  we  may  refuse  to  check 
his  baggage,  yet  the  postmaster  can  dictate 
to  us  and  refuse  to  give  us  the  mail  up  to 
ten  minutes  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
train.  The  railway  company  says  we  must 
open  our  ticket  windows  thirty  minutes  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  passenger  trains,  and 
leave  them  open  till  said  train  has  passed. 
Postmasters  will  not  surrender  the  mail  to 
agents  until  ten  and  fifteen  minutes  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  said  trains.  Hence,  the 
office  is  closed  while  the  agent  is  absent 
after  the  mail. 

Brothers,  can  you  imagine  a more  out- 
rageous imposition  on  the  agents?  Let  us 
wake  up  and  refuse  to  handle  the  mail  ab- 
solutely. Cert.  1026. 


A VOICE  FROM  NEW  ENGLAND. 

The  $75  minimum  still  seems  to  be  troub- 
ling the  minds  of  a lot  of  us  yet,  and  so  I 
am  moved  to  stock  in  my  oar  for  a minute. 

I can’t  help  thinking,  brothers,  that  until 
we  drop  this  continual  agitation  for  a $75 
minimum  and  do  more  real  work,  that  we 
shall  never  get  even  that  much,  to  say 
nothing  of  what  our  pay  should  be.  I think 
it  is  foolish,  or  very  near  it,  to  advocate 
this  $75  minimum  for  all  roads,  for  the 
reason  that  in  the  West  it  costs  more  than 
in  the  East  to  live,  and  also  that  many 
Western  men  are  receiving  that  much  or 
very  near  it  already  while  we  Easterners 
are  getting  along  with  our  little  $45  per. 
To  ask  for  a raise  of  $30  in  one  schedule 
would  be  utter  foolishness. 

We  cannot  gain  anything,  or  at  least  not 
much  worth  while  by  revolution,  but  by  a 
process  of  evolution.  Here  a little,  there  a 
little,  step  by  step,  making  sure  of  our 
ground  as  we  go,  we  shall  in  time  gain 
proper  pay  and  equitable  working  conditions, 
but  we  shall  gain  nothing  if  we  are  de- 
termined to  have  it  all  at  once.  I don’t 
believe  in  the  $75  minimum,  because  I think 
that  telegraphers  should  receive  as  much 
pay  as  enginemen,  to  say  the  least,  as  the 
responsibility  is  fully  as  great  upon  the 
telegrapher  as  upon  the  enginemen. 

Talking  with  a business  man  recently  on 
this  subject,  he  gave  me  his  views  as  to  the 


way  a telegrapher  should  be  treated,  and  I 
will  hand  them  along  and  you  can  decide 
for  yourselves  if  they  are  good  or  not 
He  said:  “A  telegrapher  has  such  a re- 
sponsible position  that  he  ought  to  be  first 
examined  by  a government  board  to  prove 
his  ability,  and  then  in  order  to  give  him 
an  incentive  to  do  his  work  well  he  should 
be  well  paid.  The  salary  should  not  be  less 
than  $100  per  month,  because  a telegrapher 
should  be  able  to  realize  that  his  job  was 
worth  while,  and  then  given  a good  salary, 
he  should  be  discharged  for  the  first  infrac- 
tion of  the  rules  without  ceremony.”  He 
thought  that  such  treatment  would  place  the 
telegraph  service  upon  a very  high  plane, 
and  tend  to  the  safety  of  trains  in  a far 
greater  degree  than  at  present. 

Plymouth  Rock. 


0PP08ED  TO  RADICAL  ACTION. 

Would  like  to  say  a few  words  in  regard 
to  the  many  questions  that  are  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  pages  of  our  journal. 

I am  afraid  that  we  are  talking  too  loud 
of  what  we  are  going  to  do,  and  how  we  are 
going  to  do  it.  We  are  trying  to  do  every- 
thing in  a year.  Haste  makes  waste.  It 
will  never  do  to  have  the  wage  scale  on 
roads  now  paying  $45  and  $50  raised  to  the 
minimum  of  $75.  Such  a raise  in  the  wage 
scale  would  be  unreasonable  in  one  sense  of 
the  word.  The  railroads  would  not  promptly 
grant  such  a raise,  consequently  we  would 
strike  and  that  is  just  what  we  do  not 
wish  to  do,  as  it  only  tends  to  make  more 
trouble  to  ourselves  as  well  as  the  rail- 
roads. Whereas,  if  we  can  get  it  any  other 
way,  let  us  try  that  way. 

I know  there  are  times  when  a strike  is 
necessary,  but  there  will  be  more  strikes 
and  more  expense  to  the  Order  if  we  do 
not  take  it  a “leetle”  bit  slower.  We  must 
take  our  time  and  get  every  one  that  is 
qualified  to  be  a member  into  the  Order, 
and  then  we  can  begin  to  state  our  rights 
more  emphatically.  Let  such  roads  as  have 
no  schedule  ask  for  one,  making  a raise  of 
say  $5  over  the  amount  that  they  are  now 
paid;  ask  that  ten  hours  constitute  a day’s 
work,  and  a few  small  privileges  that  tends 
to  make  the  life  of  the  railroad  telegrapher 
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more  enjoyable  and  worth  the  living.  Then, 
in  a year  or  two,  ask  for  another  raise  and 
a few  more  privileges,  and  so  on,  at  a time, 
and  you  will  find  that  we  can  accomplish 
more  and  more  satisfactory  to  ourselves 
than  if  we  were  to  try  to  do  it  all  at  once. 
There  is  no  use  in  trying  to  get  there  in 
one  jump,  we  can't  do  it  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. We  are  not  yet  strong  enough. 
When  we  get  as  solid  as  the  B.  L.  E.  or 
the  O.  R.  C.,  then  we  will  be  more  fitted 
to  make  such  demands  as  some  would  like 
to  make. 

Some  brother  says,  “Look  at  the  S.  P., 
they  have  a $77  minimum.”  Yes,  and  he 
also  adds,  “But  they  did  not  get  it  all  in 
one  year;  it  took  them  many  years.” 

Just  one  word  more,  and  that  is,  as  some 
level-headed  brother  suggests,  “Educate  the 
public.”  Let  them  know  that  we  are  the 
people  that  hold  their  lives  in  our  hands 
whenever  they  travel  on  a railroad.  Let 
them  know  the  risk  and  the  responsibility 
that  is  required  of  the  railroad  telegrapher. 
Get  them  to  sympathize  with  us,  and  when 
we  have  done  this  then  we  have  won,  as 
public  sentiment  largely  controls. 

Cert.  2385. 


THE  PHILIPPINES  CONSTABULARY- 
TELEGRAPH  ACADEMY. 

I have  not  seen  any  write-up  from  our 
boys  who  came  from  the  United  States  as 
telegraphers  under  contract  “643,”  and  won- 
der if  my  brothers  have  lost  all  courage 
since  arriving  here  in  the  land  of  milk  and 
honey. 

In  fifteen  years  of  experience  in  the  tele- 
graph profession,  I regret  to  say  that  this 
is  one  of  the  most  disorganized  systems  I 
have  ever  been  connected  with.  It  is  much 
worse  than  the  Signal  Corps,  which  was 
bad  enough.  We  now  have  a large  per- 
centage of  native  telegraphers  in  charge  of 
minor  stations,  who  do  not  know  enough 
about  the  business  to  keep  their  instruments 
adjusted,  and  their  ability  does  not  exceed 
eight  words  per  minute.  The  native  element 
are  not  so  much  to  blame  as  the  professor 
who  instructs  them  in  the  art  (professor 
of  the  telegraph  school  at  Manila  evidently 
about  a ten- word  man).  As  soon  as  the 


students  are  capable  of  receiving  a few 
words  in  “Morse,”  they  are  then  immediately 
shipped  out  to  the  various  stations  to  be 
taught  the  business  by  the  “old-timers.” 

In  addition  to  the  student  pest,  our  lines 
are  not  supported  by  poles  in  many  places, 
but  lie  on  the  grass  and  tree-tops.  (Do  you 
wonder  at  our  coming  back  to  the  States 
with  a few  “glass  arms?”)  Our  linemen 
are  mostly  natives  who  have  a carabao 
move  and  take  several  days  to  clear  a little 
trouble.  The  American  (so-called  linemen) 
are  “mixologists,”  and  know  more  about 
the  different  kinds  of  liquor  than  they  do 
about  the  different  kinds  of  telegraph  ap- 
paratus and  the  constructing  of  telegraph 
lines. 

Just  a few  days  ago  a native  telegrapher, 
after  amusing  himself  playing  with  the  wire, 
left  the  key  open  for  almost  twenty- four 
hours,  and  when  asked  why  he  did  it,  said, 
“I  could  not  break  you,”  and  asked  if  when 
he  left  his  key  open  if  that  hurt  anything. 

When  we  arrived  at  Manila  the  super- 
intendent informed  us  that  we  would  have 
to  instruct  students  and  work  with  them 
regardless  of  our  obligation  to  the  Order. 
The  present  appearance  is  that  the  head  of 
our  division  contemplates  manufacturing 
enough  students,  and  if  their  ability  will  per. 
mit,  to  relieve  the  American  telegraphers 
with  natives.  In  my  opinion  a $45  “OS” 
position  in  the  United  States  would  be  the 
most  advisable  in  preference  to  coming  here 
at  $75,  as  here  your  subsistence  will  cost 
as  much  as  in  the  United  States,  and  is  very 
inferior  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  We 
pay  for  board  from  $27  to  $35  U.  S.  cur- 
rency per  month,'  and  it  is  very  hard  to  get 
board  at  these  figures,  due  to  the  fact  that 
vegetables,  meats,  poultry,  and  eggs  are  very 
scarce. 

Telegraphers,  unless  they  are  coming  here 
for  their  health,  should  not  think  of  con- 
tracting for  any  length  of  time  for  a less 
salary  than  $100  per  month,  and  even  then 
you  would  not  be  able  to  accumulate  any 
money.  Also  taking  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  we  are  expected  to  work  365  days 
out  of  each  year  and  ten  to  twelve  hours 
per  day. 

Further,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
close  confinement  to  office  work  for  such  a 
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length  of  time  is  not  going  to  benefit  your 
health  in  the  tropics.  If  you  are  looking 
for  a health  resort  do  not  come  here. 

I am  pleased  with  our  O.  R.  T.  boys  who 
are  enduring  the  inconvenience  with  me 
and  are  fulfilling  their  contract  in  good  faith 
as  per  the  oath  taken  at  Manila,  P.  I.,  as 
here  they  are  cut  off  from  all  good  society, 
and  pleasures  are  utterly  none. 

Telegraphers  in  the  Philippines  Constab- 
ulary, when  leaving  Manila  to  take  stations 
in  the  provinces,  have  various  kinds  of 
transportation  conveying  them  to  their  des- 
tination, paying  their  own  traveling  expenses 
with  a view  to  reimbursements.  The  travel 
to  where  most  of  the  inlaying  stations  are 
located  is  usually  over  mountains,  where 
you  could  not  operate  an  automobile.  Horse- 
back transportation  is  the  most  successful, 
while  in  many  instances  telegraphers  have 
been  compelled  to  walk  for  a distance  of 
over  fifty  miles,  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
horses  were  not  able  to  carry  the  rider 
account  of  mud  and  a very  bad  trail.  The 
baggage  is  packed  by  horse  or  carabao, 
like  the  miner  used  to  do  in  the  United 
States  in  ’49,  with  the  exception  that  at 
a certain  time  of  the  year  the  wild  tribes 
known  as  the  “Head  Hunters”  get  quite 
diligent  in  their  work,  and  your  journey 
is  not  as  pleasant  a one  as  perhaps  you 
would  experience  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den. 

In  1899,  when  I came  to  the  Philippines, 
in  my  opinion  facilities  for  a telegrapher 
were  much  better  than  the  present  condi- 
tions, owing  to  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  Signal  Corps  was  then  in  operation. 
One  particular  feature  is,  that  the  white 
telegraphers  are  expected  to  perform  skilled 
labor  with  a black  race  of  people  who  are 
almost  totally  incompetent,  and  always  will 
be  for  such  scientific  telegraphic  work. 

Cert.  822. 


FOR  THE  $75  MINIMUM,  BUT  NOT 
MAXIMUM. 

In  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  ever-desired 
$75  minimum,  I beg  pardon  of  Bro.  H.  O. 
Aldcrson  for  challenging  his  statement  re- 
garding the  minimum  salaries  paid  teleg- 
raphers on  the  roads  of  the  Southwest. 


Having  worked  on  the  Arizona  Divison  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  under  their  latest  scale 
of  wages,  I will  correct  his  statement  by 
saying  they  have  not  as  high  a minimum  as 
$80  in  Arizona  or  in  New  Mexico,  nor  has 
the  Southern  Pacific  System  as  high  a min- 
imum as  $75. 

As  to  the  Santa  Fe  having  an  $80  min- 
imum in  Arizona,  it  must  be  observed  that 
that  branch  is  only  a small  stem  of  the 
great  Santa  Fe  System,  and  if  they  had  a 
minimum  of  $75  on  all  divisions  it  would 
in  nowise  conflict  with  the  S.  F.  P.  portion 
more  than  it  would  neecessarily  raise  their 
present  $80  minimum  to  conform  with  the 
other  divisions  of  said  system. 

The  meaning  of  the  Woolsey  “Plan  of 
Action”  is  becoming,  apparently,  miscon- 
strued by  a great  many  of  late  who  are 
making  objections  to  same  through  the 
journal.  They  seem  to  apply  the  meaning 
of  the  word  minimum  to  maximum,  in  say- 
ing a universal  $75  minimum  would  not  be 
beneficial  to  those  of  a few  Southwestern 
roads  that  are  at  present  paying  as  much 
as  $75,  but  otherwise  would  lower  the  min- 
imum on  divisions  that  are  paying  slightly 
over  the  $75  mark. 

At  present  there  is  no  standard  minimum 
or  maximum  rate  of  pay  for  telegraphers 
and  agents,  and  with  a universal  minimum 
of  $75  per  month  (this  covering  the  most 
favorable  localities,  of  course),  it  is  very 
obvious  that  the  desert  minimum  pay  of  the 
West  would  necessarily  be  far  above  the 
$75  mark. 

Several  writers  in  the  journal  recently 
claim  that  there  are  as  many  as  three  rail- 
road systems  in  the  Southwest  that  have  a 
present  minimum  of  $75  and  higher.  I am 
very  sorry  to  see  those  brothers  misin- 
formed as  to  rates  of  pay  on  the  different 
roads.  I think  I am  correct  in  saying  that 
there  is  at  present  only  one  railroad  system 
in  the  United  States  that  pays  a minimum 
of  $75  or  more,  which  is  the  El  Paso  and 
Southwestern. 

Inasmuch  as  I hope  no  good  brother  will 
take  exceptions  to  the  corrections  which  I 
herein  have  made  on  their  former  state- 
ments, and  trusting  that  they  may  not  mis- 
interpret the  meaning  of  minimum  for 
maximum  as  to  concede  the  idea  that  a 
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$75  minimum  oh  all  roads  in  the  United 
States  would  be  equivalent  to  curtailing 
the  rate  of  pay  of  the  Western  deserts  to 
$75  per  month.  When  this  universal  $75 
minimum  has  been  acquired,  I will  be  will- 
ing to  make  my  way  to  the  Arizona  desert, 
even  in  the  month  of  July,  regardless  of 
their  minimum  rate  of  pay. 

C.  B.  Bright. 


WANDERER. 

If  it  were  in  my  power  I would  have 
established  at  once  a minimum  salary  and 
individual  set  of  working  rules  for  each  and 
every  telegrapher  in  these  grand  United 
States,  and  then,  I’m  sure,  something  would 
be  accomplished  that  would  receive  the 
plaudits  of  all  and  the  adverse  criticism  of 
none.  Unfortunately.  I cannot  do  this,  nor 
can  any  human  being  or  beings,  singly  or 
collectively,  hence,  I say,  “A  pity  ’tis,  ’tis 
true,”  and  I and  we  should  then  bend  our 
every  effort  to  the  next  best  accamplishment, 
whatever  it  may  be,  “radical”  or  “conserva- 
tive,” with  no  “lut-up”  until  we  have 
reached  the  coveted  goal. 

I sincerely  wish  I had  ten  or  twelve  hours 
leisure  time  to  devote  to  this  article,  that  I 
might  take  issue  with  some  of  our  “con- 
servative” and  “go  slow”  brothers,  and 
point  out  to  them  that  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  and  the  entire  world,  from  Caeser’s 
time  to  the  present,  it  was  always  the  radical 
that  caused  great  events  to  happen.  As  it 
is,  I have  not  the  time  to  go  into  detail 
(at  present)  and  must  confine  myself  to  a 
brief  summing  up  of  several  articles  I have 
just  read  in  our  October  journal.  Before 
doing  this,  I will  state  for  the  benefit  of 
many  of  my  brothers  who  are  under  the  * 
impression  that  I am  a “wanderer,”  or,  as 
we  know  this  class,  a “floater,”  that  I am 
neither.  I have  not  much  use  for  this  type 
of  telegraphers,  for  experience  has  shown 
that  they  are  a source  of  much  trouble, 
whether  members  or  non-members,  and 
either  in  times  of  peace  and  prosperity  or 
the  opposite,  strife  and  adversity. 

In  my  article  in  the  July  number  of  our 
journal,  commented  upon  and  endorsed  by 
many  brothers  in  the  following  numbers  of 
August  and  September,  and  referred  to  as 


“Wanderer’s  Plan,”  I said  that  it  was  time 
we  called  a halt  on  our  “discussing  plans,” 
“suggesting  plans,”  etc.,  and  that  if  we 
wished  to  accomplish  anything  we  must 
stop  this  kind  of  child’s  play.  It  is,  as  I 
outlined  before,  useful  and  instructive,  in- 
somuch that  it  will  bring  out  many  opinions 
from  which  we  can,  first,  learn  the  senti- 
ment of  our  membership  in  general,  and 
second,  draw  from  the  many  good  sug- 
gestions to  the  extent  of  forming  a practical 
and  formidable  “plan.”  But,  like  Bro. 
Pierson  in  our  October  journal,  we  are 
tired  of  this  discussion  that  fails  to  gain 
anything  for  us  and  has  outlived  its  use- 
fulness. We  must  act,  and  as  I promised 
in  my  last  article  that  I would  begin  to  act 
and  have  not  yet  done  so,  I will  say  that 
my  reasons  for  not  doing  so  are  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  hands  of  our  Grand  Officers 
are  now  full  to  overflowing  handling  the 
two  great  strikes  at  present  under  progress. 
I do  not,  at  this  time,  care  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  outcome  of  either  of  these 
struggles,  for  obvious  reasons.  I sincerely 
trust  and  pray  that  they  will  terminate  in 
a grand  victory  for  our  courageous  brothers, 
but  should  we  suffer  a defeat,  it  will  at 
least  be  something  gained. 

Should  we  be  successful  in  winning  these 
strikes,  what  have  we  gained?  It  is,  certainly, 
a grand  victory  and  a profitable  one  for 
our  brothers  on  the  “Katy”  and  “Terminal,” 
but  of  what  benefit  is  it  to  those  of  us 
employed  on  the  other  fifteen  hundred  (over 
that)  roads  in  the  country?  A moral  bene- 
fit, truly,  but  if  we  are  to  be  practically 
benefited,  we  will  have  to  make  a fight  for 
it  on  each  of  the  other  lines,  equally  as  hard 
a battle  in  each  case.  How  long  will  it  be 
ere  we  have  made  the  last  fight  on  the  last 
road?  Suppose  we  drop  this  “conserva- 
tive” method  of  making  a long  and  costly 
fight  first  on  this  line,  then  on  that,  then 
on  another,  etc.,  etc.,  and  adopt  the  radical 
idea  of  making  a national  and  decisive 
conflict  of  it.  Think  you  the  battle  would 
be  a long  one?  Not  a bit  of  it.  With  thor- 
ough preparation  and  arrangement  before- 
hand, it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  struggle 
would  last  two  weeks  at  the  very  most. 
If  you  cannot  see  this  point,  ask  me  through 
the  journal  how  I figure  it  out,  and  I will 
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answer  you  I have  given  it  much  study,  but 
am  pressed  for  time  at  this  writing. 

In  our  October  journal  I find  the  fol- 
lowing articles,  which,  I think,  are  worthy 
of  criticism:  G.  Myers,  page  1273,  says  he 
does  not  favor  the  hourly  pay  nor  the  $75 
minimum,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  not 
be  fair  for  the  higher  salaried  men  to  have 
the  $45  and  $50  men  come  up  to  them. 
Cert.  41,  Div.  137,  says,  on  page  1274,  that 
he  thinks  the  $75  minimum  idea  the  most 
foolish  idea  conceivable.  I would  pass  these 
two  articles  by,  but  they  express  a senti- 
ment entirely  foreign  to  the  principles  of 
our  Order,  and  I wish  to  point  it  out. 

I congratulate  Bro.  Myers  for  being  so 
fortunate  as  to  hold  a position  that  pays 
him  $75  or  more  per  month,  but  it  hurts 
me  much,  very  much,  to  think  that  any 
who  we  call  brothers  antagonize  a move- 
ment that  would  be  beneficial  to  nine-tenths 
of  our  membership  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  it  would  place  them  on  the  same  (?) 
plane,  from  a salary  standpoint,  and  with- 
out any  detrimental  effects  to  them,  the 
“high  salaried  men.” 

I also  wish  to  extend  my  congratulations 
to  Cert.  41,  of  Div.  137,  insomuch  as  he 
fortunate  enough  to  be  employed  on  one  of 
the  Western  roads  that  have  a minimum 
salary  of  over  $75  per  month,  and  I sin- 
cerely ask  that  he  and  Bro.  Myers  and  all 
others  who  are  working  under  a schedule 
guaranteeing  $75  per  month  or  more,  show 
a small  amount  of  compassion  and  brotherly 
feeling  for  numbers  of  our  other  Western 
brothers  and  all  of  our  Eastern  brothers 
who  are  not  so  fortunate,  and  that  they  also 
remember  that  these  less  fortunate  ones 
(and  they  are  vastly  in  the  majority)  helped 
them  from  the  beginning  to  secure  the  salary 
and  schedule  they  now  enjoy.  I would  ask 
Bro.  Myers  if  he  thinks  for  a moment  that 
the  raising  of  the  salary  of  a $50  man  to 
that  of  $75  would  allow  the  salary  of  men 
in  heavier  positions  to  remain  at  a stand- 
still? No.  I would  also  ask  Cert.  41  if 
making  the  minimum  $75  or  $100,  or  any 
amount  for  that  matter,  would  bring  the 
minimum  of  other  roads  where  it  is  already 
a higher  figure  down  to  the  same  basis? 
Decidedly  not. 


In  the  first  instance,  let  us  take  a road 
whereon  are  employed  $100  men  and  others 
at  $50.  There  must  certainly  be  a reason 
existing  for  the  difference  in  wages,  and 
that  reason  is,  that  where  the  $100  is  paid 
there  is  heavy  work  requiring  competent 
men  of  much  ability,  and  where  the  $50 
figures  prevails  it  is  because  the  position 
is  a light  “OS”  job  not  requiring  the  skill 
of  the  former.  If  the  man  in  the  former 
position  is  worth  $50  per  month  more  now, 
than  he  is  in  the  smaller  “job,”  do  you 
think  he  would  not  be  if  the  minimum  were 
made  $100  and  the  small  office  received  Jhat 
figure?  Could  he  not  demand  and  receive 
as  much  more  than  the  minimum  paid 
($100)  as  he  received  in  excess  of  it  wrhen 
it  was  $50?  This  would  make  his  salary 
$150.  It  is  true  he  would  not,  as  formerly, 
receive  twice  as  much  as  the  smaller  office, 
but  he  would  have  secured  a substantial 
advance  on  account  of  that  granted  to  the 
smaller  office  and  would  have  no  grounds 
for  complaint.  But,  you  say,  the  larger 
offices  or  heavier  positions  would  not  be 
granted  an  advance.  Very  well.  Let  the 
men  employed  in  them  take  a smaller  posi- 
tion. It  will  pay  them  as  much  and  they 
would  be  foolish  to  work  in  a heavy  position 
when  they  could  make  the  same  money  in 
any  small  “OS”  job.  How  many  would  do 
it?  None.  These  heavy  jobs  must  have 
men  as  well  as  the  smaller,  and  it  is  beyond 
reason  to  think  men  would  work  in  them 
for  the  same  money  as  paid  in  the  smallest 
positions.  The  result  of  this  would  be  that 
these  positions  would  be  forced  to  pay  an 
advance.  As  to  lowering  minimums  where 
they  already  are  higher — the  idea  is  foolish. 
If  these  roads  can  and  do  now  pay  a higher, 
would  they  not  continue  to  do  so?  Besides, 
does  the  existing  schedule  not  protect  them? 

Another  conservative  brother  is  Cert. 
1904  on  page  1279  of  this  same  number. 
He  is  of  the  belief  that  $75  is  not  too 
much,  but  he  can  see  no  way  of  obtaining 
it.  Nor  will  he,  if  our  present  method  pre- 
vails. The  nearest  feasible  plan,  he  admits, 
is  that  of  “Wanderer,”  and  he  says  that  that 
is  only  good  enough  for  Wanderers  to  try. 
That  men  with  families  looking  to  them 
for  a comfortable  (?)  home  are  loath  to 
make  such  a hazardous  move.  Well  said. 
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my  dear  brother.  I would  second  you  in 
what  you  say,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
no  matter  what  the  mode  of  procedure  be, 
this  hazardous  risk  must  be  taken.  From 
the  tone  of  your  article  I think  I am  safe 
in  assuming  that  you  are  a man  of  family 
and  are  receiving  a salary  less  than  $75. 
Let  us  take  your  well-meant  admonition  to 
go  slow,  and  organize  your  road  to  the 
extent  of  160  per  cent.  You  will  find  it 
an  uphill  work  in  the  first  place  to  secure 
this  desirable  condition,  for  there  is  no  in- 
ducement for  men  to  join  our  Order  other 
than  to  become  members,  but  we  will  grant 
that  you  do  succeed,  what  then?  You  are 
now  where  you  wish  to  be,  thoroughly 
strong.  You  take  the  proper  steps  and  pre- 
sent your  schedule.  Is  it  granted?  Oh, 
no.  We  all  know  from  experience  the 
long  months  it  takes  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a crisis,  and  we  should  know  that  singly 
we  cannot  expect  to  win. 

Very  well,  your  committee  is  “turned 
down”  by  your  officials.  What  then?  Do 
you  not  have  to  take  that  same  “hazardous 
venture”  you  mention? 

You  must  take  it  if  it  is  put  up  to  you, 
no  matter  whether  it  is  in  the  way  and 
manner  “Wanderer”  suggested,  or  if  you 
go  about  it  by  roads,  if  you  hope  to  improve 
your  condition.  If  you  make  the  attempt 
to  better  your  condition  singly,  and  a strike 
is  forced  on  you,  you  must  take  your 
chances  in  the  “hazardous  venture”  or  you 
will  be  worse  off  than  before  your  attempt, 
even  in  point  of  membership,  for  it  will 
fall  off  and  you  will  have  received  a blow 
from  the  effects  of  which  it  will  take  you 
years  to  recover.  This  in  case  you  should 
lose,  of  course,  and  the  chances  are  nine 
in  every  ten  that  you  will,  for  as  matters 
are  now,  the  interests  of  nearly  all  railroad 
corporations  are  identical  and  they  will  lend 
to  your  company  their  every  strength,  moral 
and  physical,  to  defeat  you,  and  the  struggle 
will  be  such  a hard  one  that  you  will  be 
forced  down  in  defeat  against  the  same 
overwhelming  odds  of  “combined  millions,” 
“corporations’  lawyers,”  “injunctions,”  etc. 
Look  at  the  result  of  the  Santa  Fe  strike. 
It  points  the  moral  of  a conflict  waged  by 
any  one  organization  on  any  one  road.  I 
sincerely  trust  it  will  stand  alone  as  a lesson 


to  us  of  the  wisdom  of  attempting  a strug- 
gle singly,  no  matter  how  thoroughly  or- 
ganized we  be,  on  any  one  road  or  system. 

In  conclusion,  reading  the  article  of  our 
worthy  vice-president,  Bro.  Pierson,  I for 
one  am  very  glad  that  he  has  been  so 
extremely  busy  for  the  past  few  months, 
for  he  says  this  is  the  reason  he  has  not 
made  some  “sarcastic  remarks”  through  our 
columns,  and  we  would  all  be  very  sorry 
to  see  him,  an  officer,  so  commit  himself. 

Now,  I do  not  mean  to  take  issue  with 
Bro.  Pierson,  for  his  practical  experience 
overwhelms  my  solitary  meditations,  yet,  I 
do  say  that  I do  not  agree  with  him. 

Why  did  not  our  worthy  brother  point 
out  to  us  the  two  or  three  similar  periods 
he  refers  to,  and  that  he  claims  resulted 
disastrously  by  the  agitation  of  “a  schedule 
craze”  or  “a  $75  minimum.”  I,  too,  can 
go  back  to  these  periods,  worthy  brother, 
and  on  this  assertion  take  issue  with  you 
and  say  it  was  not  on  account  of  the  agita- 
tion of  “schedules”  or  “minimums,”  or  of 
anything  else. 

The  agitation  of  these  “tiresome”  issues 
has  acted  like  a strong  stimulant.  It  has 
aroused  a universal  interest.  Now,  let  us 
take  proper  and  legitimate  steps  to  accom- 
plish something.  If  we  do  not,  the  inevitable 
reaction  will  set  in  as  before  and  Bro. 
Pierson,  and  all  of  us,  for  that  matter,  will 
have  one  more  “disastrous”  period  to  point 
to. 

This  is  not  conjecture.  We  see  it  all 
around  us.  We  set  about  organizing  a road 
and  every  one  on  it  is  all  enthusiasm.  Full 
of  Order  and  organization  and  the  grand 
things  these  conditions  are  going  to  accom- 
plish for  them.  We  complete  our  work,  but 
it  is  generally  as  far  as  we  go  then.  What 
is  the  result?  The  boys  become  discouraged. 
The  officials  begin  to  harass  the  Order  men. 
First  one  and  then  another  is  dropped  from 
our  membership,  until  we  find  a small  per- 
centage only  left  on  the  “pike,”  and  it  is 
tenfold  harder  to  again  organize  this  same 
road,  and  all  on  account  of  an  enthusiasm 
aroused  and  allowed  to  die  out.  You  will 
say  that  too  much  was  expected,  and  com- 
pare the  men  to  the  “Big  oaks”  that  “from 
little  acorns  grow,”  but  human  beings  can- 
not be  compared  to  these  “big  oaks”  or 
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‘‘little  acorns.”  Their  lives  are  not,  un- 
fortunately, sufficiently  long  to  permit  of 
the  comparison,  and  while  it  may  be  true 
that  there  is  two  hundred  thousand  miles 
of  railroad  in  this  country,  and  it  is  true 
that  there  is  over  fifteen  hundred  roads,  yet, 
our  $35  and  $40  brothers  cannot  be  expected 
to  drift  around  in  this  manner  trying  to 
better  the  condition  of  themselves  and  little 
ones.  It  is  all  right  to  throw  this  argument 
at  those  of  us  with  no  ties  of  home  and 
family,  but  it  will  not  do  with  the  best 
majority  of  us.  No.  We  should  better  their 
conditions  for  them.  We  are  strong  enough 
to  do  it,  and  we  can  do  it  if  we  go  about 
it  in  the  right  way.  We  are  not  “raw 
recruits,”  even  the  newly  admitted  members. 
They  are  better  members  now  than  they 
will  be  if  we  allow  them  to  become  dis- 
couraged and  their  membership  continued 
simply  because  some  one  of  us  is  continually 
at  them  not  to  give  up.  ‘‘Haste  makes 
waste”  (in  some  instances),  but  we  can 
write  alongside  of  it  and  without  a study 
of  the  vast  labor  problem,  that  “Procrastina- 
tion is  the  thief  of  time”  and  opportunity. 

Do  not,  dear  brothers,  take  the  impression 
from  this  hurried  review  of  these  several 
articles,  that  I am  criticizing  them  because 
they  do  not  approve  of  the  plan  I suggested, 
or  that  I am  a “$35  or  $40  man,”  who  wants 
to  see  “Rome  built  in  a day”  for  his  own 
personal  benefit.  We  have  in  our  member- 
ship numbers  of  these,  but  I am  not  one 
of  them.  A $75  minimum  would  not  raise 
my  salary  except  in  the  way  I pointed  out 
above.  No,  I am  making  the  fight  (if  you 
will  call  it  one)  for  telegraphers  in  general, 
and  that  means  nearly  all  of  them.  As  to 
the  criticism,  it  is  what  I solicit  and  have 
been  waiting  for  these  past  two  months. 
Criticize  it  thoroughly.  Show  me  where  it 
is  not  feasible  and  suggest  something  better, 
and  I will  fall  in  and  help  push  the  better 
suggestion.  I would  also  remind  you  that 
“Wanderer’s”  plan  is  not  one  for  the  gain- 
ing of  a $75  minimum  only,  but  for  the 
creating  of  a universal  schedule  covering 
all  roads  in  a uniform  manner  as  far  as 
principal  conditions  of  labor  is  concerned. 
Wages,  number  of  hours  per  day,  etc.,  etc. 

To  sum  up  “Wanderer’s”  plan  it  is  simply 
this.  To  gain  any  of  these  conditions  on 


any  line  of  railroad  it  requires  many  months 
of  negotiations  with  antagonistic  officials, 
perhaps  a strike,  the  outcome  successful  or 
not,  in  any  event,  a year  is  reasonable  time 
to  allow  to  bring  matters  to  a conclusion 
one  way  or  another,  and  suppose  we  are 
successful  in  each  case  and  go  at  the  rate 
of  ten  roads  per  year,  it  will  take  us  just 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  to  place  our- 
selves where  we  should  be.  Furthermore, 
every  time  we  would  take  issue  with  any 
road  all  other  roads  would  be  pitted  against 
us  and  would  use  every  means  in  their 
united  power  to  keep  us  where  we  are, 
down  and  harmless. 

In  “Wanderer’s”  plan  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  one  road  helping  the  other,  for 
the  movement  is  general  and  they  cannot 
help  themselves.  They  must  have  teleg- 
raphers and  there  are  none  to  be  had  only 
upon  the  men’s  own  conditions.  How  about 
the  non-members  ? Go  to  them  as  suggested, 
show  to  them  that  this  general  movement 
is  a sure  go  and  present  the  obligation  as 
stated,  and  long  before  we  are  ready  to 
take  this  grand  step,  these  nons  will  be 
better  members,  if  possible,  than  we  are. 

An  “editorial”  in  our  October  journal 
says:  “The  seventy-dollar  minimum  could 
be  easily  accomplished  if  all  telegraphers 
would  simply  say  they  would  not  work  for 
less.”  That  is  the  point  exactly.  Let  us 
give  all  telegraphers  the  opportunity'  and 
courage  of  saying  it  simultaneously,  and 
when  they  see  it  is  going  to  be  said  in  this 
manner,  they  will  say  iU  and  stick  to  it,  too. 

Wanderer. 


STAY  OUT. 

A man  forty  years  old,  good  health,  rea- 
sonably intelligent  and  moral,  but  having 
been  so  unfortunate  in  his  early  days,  finan- 
cially, that  he  failed  to  get  the  schooling 
generally  allotted  to  youth,  and  having  done 
manual  labor  at  some  thirteen  different 
occupations  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door, 
has  drifted  into  railroad  work,  and  after 
ten  years  of  continued  experience  has  be- 
come a fair  telegrapher  and  rather  above 
the  average  station  agent.  Has  traveled 
some  to  offset  his  deficiency  in  text  book 
learning.  Rather  adheres  to  domestic  life 
and  has  lived  a secluded  life  with  it.  Is 
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inclined  to  shy  at  possibilities,  and  look  at 
the  dark  side  of  everything  with  possible 
apprehensions  of  a grave  nature.  So  much 
by  way  of  preamble. 

He  thinks  he  can  marry  a good  girl 
among  his  associates,  can  furnish  a little 
home  and  own  it,  depend  on  steady  income 
of  $900  or  $1,000  a year  and  take  a vacation 
of  a month  every  year  and  go  somewhere, 
and  if  no  adversities  should  overtake  him, 
accumulate  a little  of  this  world’s  goods, 
and  at  the  last  pass  his  reclining  years  in 
comparative  ease  and  comfort  with  possibly 
loved  ones  around  him  to  bid  him  adieu 
when  he  takes  the  journey  to  that  “undis- 
covered country  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveler  ever  returns.” 

With  the  assurance  that  this  would  be 
the  case,  who  would  not  choose  such  a life? 
He  has  seen  enough  of  the  world  in  its 
various  stages  to  make  him  a little  skepti- 
cal, is  a close  observer,  and  from  this  has 
seen  things  that  fill  him  with  possibly  awe 
at  what  might  overtake  him.  While  it  is 
probable  that  the  above  may  be  the  case, 
no  one  will  dispute  the  fact  that  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  following  might  just  as  truly 
be  the  case.  This  same  agent  has  to  come 
on  duty  at  6 a.  m.,  work  until  9 p.  m.  every 
day,  Sunday  included,  sometimes  go  to  his 
meals  and  sometimes  not,  sometimes  work- 
ing until  the  wee  small  hours  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  possibly  all  night,  getting  home  at 
all  sorts  of  hours,  possibly  much  to  the 
discomfort  of  the  fair  hand  he  has  taken. 
He  can  not  tell  her  he  will  go  with  her  to 
hear  the  new  preacher  next  Sunday  morn- 
ing or  at  night,  nor  a Fourth  of  July  cele- 
bration at  a neighboring  town,  a Thanks- 
giving dinner  at  the  next  door  neighbors, 
or  to  the  Christmas  tree,  and  should  he  be 
blessed  with  a home  that  he  would  like  to 
spend  his  evenings  in,  it  is  quite  likely  that 
he  will  have  to  stay  at  the  depot  to  meet 
delayed  trains  and  listen  to  funny  (?) 
yarns  of  some  over-intelligent  transient 
gentleman  who  has  an  unlimited  supply  of 
this  information  to  dispense  at  random  for 
or  against  your  wishes  in  the  premises. 

Do  you  think  a wife  will  enjoy  this  kind 
of  thing  and  submit  to  it  indefinitely?  I 
don’t.  What  is  the  consequence?  Possibly 
she  may  crave  more  freedom,  social  inter- 


course and  going  about  than  you  are  in 
position  to  grant  her  in  the  absence  of  being 
able  to  accompany  her,  and  as  a substitute, 
there  may  arise  grave  apprehensions  of  such 
a nature  that  would  “paint  your  distraction 
wild”  and  cause  your  home  to  lose  its  at- 
tractiveness for  you  while  you  are  toiling 
fifteen  hours  a day  to  earn  an  honest  liveli- 
hood. And  partly,  too,  because  you  are 
positively  not  in  position  to  take  the  time 
from  your  duty  to  supply  this  necessity,  for 
necessity  it  seems  to  be.  There  is  not  a 
known  occupation  that  he  could  earn  this 
compensation,  and  self-preservation  being 
the  first  law  of  nature,  it  is  the  best  he  has 
and  must  accept  it  with  becoming  grace. 
If  I were  a woman,  and  received  an  offer 
from  something  like  the  above,  I would  give 
the  matter  a very  wide  berth,  and,  as  I 
see  it,  “stay  out.”  Cert.  842. 


MERIT  VS.  DEMERIT. 

I am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  system  of 
dispensing  discipline  to  railroad  employes 
by  giving  marks  of  merit  and  demerit.  My 
hat  is  off  to  the  inventor.  While  the  merit 
mark  assays  98  per  cent  water  and  2 per 
cent  liquozone,  and  is  a rank  failure  as  an 
article  of  diet,  it  has  some  good  points  that 
must  not  be  overlooked  during  the  great 
scramble  for  underclothes  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  I have  used  them  successfully  in 
marking  collars,  etc.,  before  sending  to  the 
laundry  and  they  retain  their  size,  color  and 
shape,  withstanding  the  most  severe  acid 
tests. 

The  merit  is  the  direct  antithesis  of  the 
demerit  and  one  acts  as  an  antidote  for  the 
other.  If  you  have  a demerit  mark  on  your 
person  that  you  desire  effaced,  apply  a 
couple  of  merits  to  the  affected  parts  and  it 
will  disappear.  One  counteracts  the  other. 
One  is  positive  and  the  other  negative. 

When  a telegrapher  is  handed  a bunch  of 
sixty  de'merits  he  should  immediately  apply 
the  same  number  of  merits  as  a counter 
irritant,  but  he  usually  cashes  in  and  far 
the  first  three  days  is  in  good  shape.  Then 
the  tired  feeling  comes,  accompanied  by 
loss  of  sleep,  and  while  he  feels  dead  cer- 
tain that  he  has  a ferocious  appetite,  can 
only  eat  under  certain  conditions.  I know 
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this  to  be  a fact  from  personal  encounters 
with  demerit  marks.  I was  long  on  merits 
and  had  traded  a lot  of  them  for  tobacco 
tags,  when  an  unlooked-for  bull  movement 
left  me  decidedly  on  the  bear  side  of  the 
market.  This  started  the  great  financial 
panic  of  1902. 

Should  a brakeman  be  called  for  yard 
service  after  a hard  trip  on  the  road  and 
respond  promptly  without  kicking  the  only 
support  of  a widpwed  mother  out  of  the 
front  gate,  he  would  get  fifteen  merits.  If 
he  kicks  him  out,  would  get  fifteen  demerits 
and  the  call  boy  would  get  the  merits  as  a 
balm  to  his  wounded  pride,  provided  that 
was  the  part  of  his  anatomy  that  got  kicked. 
I pnce  knew  a brakeman  who  was  given 
twenty-five  merits  for  failure  to  get  killed 
in  a collision,  and  three  months  later  got 
thirty  demerits  for  falling  off  the  top  of  a 
train  and  breaking  his  leg,  when  the  com- 
pany was  short  of  brakemen. 

The  average  night  telegrapher  can  snooze 
up  a jag  of  sixty  demerits  in  a very  few 
moments,  and  if  at  this  critical  time  has  no 
merits  to  his  credit,  is  as  helpless  as  a 
garbage  slinger  in  a cheap  restaurant  with 
both  arms  broken.  (I  have  butted  into  a 
hard  proposition,  but  am  doing  my  best.) 
In  order  to  arrive  at  the  exact  value  of 
either  mark,  it  is  necessary  to  have  some 
of  the  other  on  hand.  The  one  who  is 
afflicted  with  gastritis  or  any  other  form 
of  valvular  trouble  of  heart,  should  be 
warned  by  the  proper  official  a few  days  in 
advance,  because  the  excitement  to  the 
patient  in  some  cases  is  intense. 

Should  the  superintendent  call  one  by  his 
first  name,  he  can  safely  be  considered  a 
candidate  for  the  merit  cure,  and  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  he  will  never  have  occasion  to 
use  the  merits. 

Saving  up  merits  is  like  laying  up  treas- 
ures in  heaven.  One  has  to  get  fired  or  d'e 
to  reap  the  full  benefit.  I concluded  to  go 
into  the  merit  business  recently  and  worked 
thirty-six  hours  while  short  a night  teleg- 
rapher. I contracted  a severe  cold  and 
numerous  bed  sores  and  didn’t  even  get  a 
merit  for  a stimulant  the  next  morning. 

Like  the  pink  telegraph  blank,  the  value 
of  merit  and  demerit  marks  has  deteriorated 
during  the  past  few  months  by  frequent 


misapplication,  and  yet  I feel  sorry  for  the 
railroad  company  that  has  not  adopted  the 
system.  L.  Stevens. 


FROM  A NEW  MEMBER. 

In  reading  over  my  Telegrapher  I see 
that  on  many  divisions  of  the  different 
roads  the  correspondents  say  they  are  get- 
ting to  be  solid  O.  R.  T.,  which  we  are  all 
very  glad  to  hear,  but  I am  sorry  to  say 
there  are  still  divisions  and  branches, 
which  I might  say  were  almost  wholly 
ignorant  of  what  O.  R.  T.ism  really  is  and 
means,  and  some  have  probably  never  even 
heard  of  an  organization  of  the  kind,  and 
where  almost  every  office  has  one  or  more 
students. 

I will  give  as  an  example  the  office  where 
I entered  as  a student  It  was  a small 
office  on  the  L.  & T.  branch  of  the  P.  & R. 
road.  Office  call  was  “HD”  and  it  turned 
out  at  least  twenty-two  students,  it  having 
been  the  practice  when  the  student  could 
handle  the  office  to  send  the  “ham”  out  on 
the  road  and  get  another  student  as  soon 
as  possible,  every  one  thereby  blooming 
into  a professor.  But,  thanks  to  our  Maker, 
it  will  turn  out  no  more,  as  the  office  was 
closed  about  eighteen  months  ago. 

This  was  not  the  only  shop  engaged  in 
the  business,  “JO,”  “FG,”  and  “NG”  hav- 
ing blossomed  into  “ham  factories”  long 
ago.  Now  I think  we  should  make  a 
mighty  effort  to  have  them  close  their  fac- 
tory doors.  What  do  you  think? 

Why  not  have  Division  136,  of  Reading, 
Pa.,  send  a representative  to  every  office 
from  Lebanon  to  Brookside,  and  get  the 
nons  to  join  and  help  our  noble  cause 
along  instead  of  working  against  it? 

I was  at  one  time  placed  at  an  office 
where  there  was  a student,  and  I even  car- 
ried messages  two  miles  to  his  home,  after 
my  day’s  work  of  fifteen  hours  was  done. 
You  might  ask,  did  I get  paid  for  doing  it? 

I would  answer,  no,  not  a cent  did  I get. 
but  I paid  very  dear  for  the  privilege  of 
making  myself  his  slave,  he  having  cost  me 
two  months’  wages,  my  position  and  caused 
me  to  be  denounced  by  the  superintendent, 
and  he  now  holds  the  agency  at  that  place. 

But  shortly  afterwards  I found  a position 
on  another  road  having  shorter  days  and 
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better  wages,  and  best  of  all,  I found  out 
about  the  noble  cause  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  and 
in  due  time  became  a member,  and  expect 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  help  the  cause 
along. 

The  student  I had  while  at  “HD”  is 
still  a non,  but,  having  not  seen  him  since 
I am  in  the  fold,  I have  written  him  con- 
cerning his  handing  in  an  application  for 
membership.  Have  also  sent  him  a copy  of 
The  Telegrapher,  and  hope  to  have  him 
in  our  ranks  in  the  near  future. 

Brothers,  let  us  fight  for  the  same  cause 
as  did  our  forefathers  of  old.  Union  and 
liberty  once  and  forever. 

Cert.  349. 


THE  MUCH-WORN  MINIMUM  QUES- 
TION AGAIN. 

I am  sorry  to  see  so  many  backsliders  on 
the  $75.00  minimum  question,  and  some 
have  even  declared  it  “died  a-bornin’.”  etc. 
My  opinion  is  it  is  very  much  alive  and 
growing  healthy  enough.  We  just  think 
it  has  been  fullv  discussed  is  all,  and  I 
just  want  to  put  it  in  a little  different  light 
than  I have  heretofore  noticed. 

I see  one  of  our  brothers  from  the  Bur- 
lington makes  the  statement  that  the  agent 
at  small  stations  does  not  earn  $75.00,  as 
he  does  not  have  to  “hop  to  it”  twelve  to 
sixteen  hours  a day.  Now  he  takes  just 
the  view  of  the  matter  that  the  company 
wishes  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  every 
telegrapher  they  can.  Let  us  get  it  into 
our  mind  properly  what  our  relations  to 
our  employers  should  be,  and  this  thought 
vanishes  like  the  fog  before  the  morning 
sun,  leaving  us  a bright  conception  of  our 
position. 

Ask  yourself  the  question,  are  we  com- 
mon laborers,  roustabouts  or  are  we  jour- 
neymen— professionals?  If  we  are  the  first 
named  then  we  owe  the  company  twelve 
hours'  labor  of  anything  they  see  fit  to  put 
us  at,  including  carrying  switch  lamps, 
working  for  other  corporations  or  any- 
thing they  desire.  If  we  are  journeymen, 
and  have  mastered  railroad  telegraphy,  then 
we  should  be  treated  the  same  as  they 
treat  their  journeymen  and  professional 
men  in  other  departments  of  the  service. 
Just  imagine,  for  instance,  that  the  super- 


intendent should  drop  into  the  medical  ex- 
aminer’s office  and  find  that  he  was  not 
busy  for  more  than  half  his  time  and  shou'd 
conclude  he  might  as  well  assist  the  baggage 
man  or  the  section  men  or  any  other  de- 
partment, do  you  suppose  the  “Dr”  would 
submit  cheerfully?  Not  unless  he  used  to 
be  a telegrapher. 

Continue  all  along  the  line,  the  carpenter, 
the  stonemason,  and  even  the  brakeman, 
that  barely  knows  where  to  head  in  and 
how  many  times  out  he  is,  knows  better 
than  to  do  section  men’s  work. 

I think  you  will  agree  we  are  as  much  a 
tradesman  as  any  of  them,  and  why  not 
do  our  own  work  and  let  the  company  hire 
others  to  do  work  that  does  not  properly 
belong  to  our  profession.  And  further, 
after  spending  the  time  and  going  to  the 
expense  of  learning  the  profession,  we  hold 
ourselves  very  cheap  indeed  to  use  our  pro- 
fession to  secure  a job  as  roustabout,  carry- 
ing mail,  switch  lamps,  scrubbing,  etc.,  for 
less  than  $75.00  per  month. 

Cert.  564. 


FROM  MICHIGAN. 

I do  not  understand  why  it  is  so  hard 
to  induce  some  to  join  a movement  wh:se 
sole  aim  is  to  better  their  cond’ti  ns.  It 
surely  must  be  on  account  of  an  indiffer- 
ence to  their  own  welfare,  as  well  as  that 
of  their  family  and  friends.  The  paltry 
sum  which  is  paid  yearly  by  each  individual 
who  belongs  to  a labor  organization,  can 
not  be  the  barrier  between  a non-union 
laborer  and  the  union. 

A man  who  will  not  assist  in  a cause 
that  has  benefited  him,  and  which  is  bene- 
fitting  him  every  day,  is  like  a fellow  who 
always  helped  himself  and  never  cared  for 
those  less  fortunate. 

It  is  an  old  story,  nevertheless  it  is  a 
good  comparison  in  this  case.  A man  was 
wandering  in  the  woods  one  day  and  a 
heavy  rain  storm  overtook  him.  In  looking 
for  shelter  he  spied  a hollow  tree,  with  a 
hole  large  enough  for  him  to  get  in.  He 
crawled  in,  and  while  gloating  over  his 
good  fortune,  did  not  notice  that  the  rain 
was  causing  the  wood  to  swell,  making  the 
hole  smaller.  When  he  discovered  his 
predicament  the  hole  was  not  much  larger 
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'than  an  ordinary  knot  hole.  He  was  in 
the  heart  of  the  forest,  and  as  no  one  was 
liable  to  come  that  way,  he  made  up  his 
mind  he  was  doomed,  and  commenced 
thinking  of  the  many  selfish  deeds  he  had 
committed.  After  thinking  some  time,  his 
mind  wandered  to  an  instance  when  a poor 
widow  had  asked  him  for  a small  amount 
of  money  to  buy  food  with,  to  keep  her 
children  from  starving.  He  had  refused 
this  aid  and  he  felt  so  small  about  it  that 
he  crawled  out  through  the  knot  hole.  If 
some  of  the  non-members  could  fully  real- 
ize the  position  they  occupy,  I believe  they 
would  feel  so  small  that  they  would  crawl 
out  of  the  office  door  keyhole,  and  leave  the 
keys  inside. 

Come  on,  boys,  get  in  line.  What  do  you 
gain  by  staying  out?  If  you  are  master  of 
your  position,  you  will  not  be  held  down 
by  belonging  to  our  Order. 

I know  of  an  instance  of  a brother  who 
is  an  excellent  agent.  An  effort  was  made 
to  induce  him  to  drop  his  membership, 
promising  him  a good  position  in  conse- 
quence. He  declined  promotion  under  these 
conditions,  and  is  now  agent  in  one  of  the 
best  cities  on  the  south  end  of  this  system. 
The  O.  R.  T.  did  not  hold  him  down.  Give 


in  your  application.  Make  a start  to  better 
your  condition,  and  then  work  for  that  end 
in  view.  We  need  you,  and  you  need  us. 

The  line-up  remains  the  same  on  the 
north  end.  Heard  one  man  say  he  had  re- 
ceived his  card,  the  first  one  at  that,  and 
that  he  was  proud  of  ’ his  new  possession. 
That  sounds  good.  Also  understand  we 
have  several  other  new  brothers  since  the 
last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher.  Hope  this 
is  true,  and  that  before  the  next  issue  we 
may  boast  of  many  more. 

Have  you  paid  your  mite  towards  the 
assistance  of  the  brothers  on  the  Katy?  If 
not,  do  not  forget  to  do  it;  you  may  some 
time  be  in  a position  to  realize  what  this 
assistance  means  to  those  plucky  brothers. 

Hobo. 


ONE  OF  THE  MANY. 

Inver  Grove,  Minn.,  Nov.  4,  1904. 
Mr.  L.  IV.  Quick , S.  & T.: 

Dear  Friend — I hereby  desire  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  in  prompt 
payment  of  the  $500  insurance,  and  the 
Order  will  never  be  forgotten  by 

Mrs.  C.  Wilson  and  Family. 
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St.  Louis  Division,  No.  2. 

Ten  new  members  were  initiated  during  the 
month  of  November. 

YVatch  our  smoke  during  December,  as  we  have 
got  an  extra  move  on,  and  expect  to  close  the 
year  1904  with  two  thousand  certificates  to  our 
credit. 

Meeting  of  November  5th  was  largely  attended. 
All  officers  present.  A bill  for  $20  was  read,  and 
the  Secretary  instructed  to  pay  same.  This  was 
for  the  quarter  we  are  just  entering  upon. 

The  charges  against  M.  R.  Leathers  and  D.  S. 
Luthy  for  scabbing  were  taken  up  and  handled 
in  the  regular  manner,  and  resulted  in  the  ex- 
pulsion of  each. 

Quite  a number  of  interesting  speeches  were 
made.  Among  them  was  one  by  Bro.  P.  D. 
Hamel,  Assistant  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Division  No.  7,  which  was  partly  French,  and 
as  we  have  not  had  it  translated,  of  course  none 
of  us  know  what  “tis,”  but  we  understand  the 
English  part  of  it,  which  was  “good  stuff,”  and 
enjoyed  by  all. 

Meeting  of  November  19  called  to  order  at 
8:30  p.  m.  by  our  worthy  chief,  Bro.  L.  W. 
Quick.  All  officers  present.  Minutes  of  previ- 
our  meeting  read  and  approved.  Bills  amounting 
to  $3  read  and  ordered  paid.  The  charges  against 
A.  D.  Ridgeway  for  scabbing  were  taken  up  and 
consumed  the  rest  of  the  evening.  Result,  ex- 
pulsion. 

On  account  of  the  above  trial  taking  so  much 
time,  several  cases  were  laid  over  until  next 
meeting. 

Quite  a number  of  the  brothers  have  so  far 
failed  to  pay  dues  for  the  current  term.  Broth- 
ers, this  is  one  of  the  most  important  things  to 
consider.  Each  and  every  one  of  us  should 
pay  dues  promptly  and  carry  an  up-to-date  card 
at  all  times.  Remember  the  “no  card  no  favors” 
reply  you  get  when  not  up  to  date. 

Sister  Augusta  Walker,  for  a long  time  with 
the  Western  Union  of  this  city,  is  now  located 
at  Areola,  Miss.,  with  the  Illinois  Central.  Her 
presence  is  greatly  missed  in  our  lodge  room. 

Bro.  P.  L.  Bagby  has  resigned  his  position 
with  the  C,  P.  & St.  L.  at  Glen  Carbon,  111.,  and 
accepted  a place  with  the  Wabash  at  Ewing  ave. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Roberts  made  a trip  to  Springfield 
recently,  we  presume  to  look  after  some  of  his 
many  “interests”  there. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Hull,  who  recently  went  South 
for  his  health,  writes  that  he  is  imprpving  rapid- 
ly. We  trust  Bro.  Hull  may  be  with  us  again  in 
a very  short  time. 


Bro.  O.  L.  Carey,  of  Division  58,  Georgetown, 
M.  D.,  was  in  our  city  during  November,  viewing 
the  Fair. 

A letter  from  Bro.  R.  J.  Parham  says  he  is 
now  located  with  the  I.  M.  & S.  as  claim  clerk 
at  Texarkana,  Ark. 

Bro.  A.  M Gorman,  of  the  Frisco,  was  shaking 
hands  with  us  ar  few  days  ago. 

Bro.  C.  F.  Gruetter,  of  Chicago  Division,  No. 
91,  is  now  working  for  the  Wabash  in  this  city. 
Bro.  Gruetter  is  the  author  of  “The  Mad  Teleg- 
rapher’s Brother,”  which  appeared  in  a previous 
issue  of  the  journal. 

Bro.  Ed.  Ruplinger,  of  Division  76,  Mondovia, 
Wis.,  and  A.  B.  Miller,  of  Division  No.  58,  Elk- 
ton,  M.  D.,  attended  the  Fair  last  month. 

Bros.  Uhls,  Munroe  and  Davis  called  to  say 
hello  the  other  day. 

All  the  No.  2 brothers  are  glad  to  know  that 
Bro.  F.  D.  Ruth,  who  has  been  in  the  hospital 
since  last  April  on  account  of  injuries  received 
in  a wreck,  has  recovered  and  is  looking  fine. 
We  understand  he  has  lately  taken  a life  partner. 
The  No.  2 brothers  wish  him  and  the  lady  of  his 
choice  all  the  happiness  and  prosperity  there  is 
to  be  had. 

Remember  meeting  nights,  first  and  third  Sat- 
urday night  of  each  month. 

Fraternally, 

Cy.  Perkins,  Div.  Cor. 


Pittsburg  Division,  No.  52. 

Nothing  has  appeared  in  the  journal  lately  from 
Division  52.  Owing  to  the  vast  territory  covered 
by  the  division,  notes  cannot  be  collected  unless 
the  members  take  it  upon  themselves  to  contribute. 

Our  meeting  of  October  19  was  fairly  attended. 
Business  was  disposed  of  in  good  time,  after 
which  one  of  our  newly  initiated  members  was 
given  the  second  degree.  To  say  that  the  brother- 
ers  did  not  enjoy  themselves,  and  that  the  goat 
bucker  didn’t  get  his,  is  out  of  the  question.  Bro. 
Datsman  laughed  until  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks, 
and  said  he  never  laughed  so  much  in  his  life. 
Ask  Bro.  Taylor  how  he  liked  it.  All  the  brothers 
should  attend  the  meeting  regular,  if  possible,  as 
the  second  degree  goat  is  always  ready  for  a com- 
bat and  liable  to  break  loose  any  night. 

Bro.  L.  A.  Miller,  “OD,”  Poughkeepsie,  who 
has  been  sick  with  the  fever,  is  back  again  pound- 
ing brass.  Glad  to  hear  you,  “X.” 

Mr.  Martin,  relief  operator,  Pittsburg  to 
Stewart,  spent  his  vacation  at  home,  on  the  mid- 
dle division,  gunning.  Do  not  know  what  sue- 
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cess  he  had,  but  believe  there  is  plenty  left,  as 
the  game  was  duly  notified  of  Mr.  Martin’s 
slaughtering  intentions. 

Bro.  Dattisman  is  doing  the  relief  act  during 
Mr.  Martin’s  absence. 

"DG,”  Ben  Venue,  which  was  closed  some 
months  ago,  is  to  be  reopened  soon. 

Bro.  Kiger,  from  Wall,  did  the  Fair  at  St. 
Louis  in  October. 

Sister  Hawk,  first  trick  at  Stewart,  is  back 
again  after  a few  days’  vacation,  looking  bright 
and  cheerful. 

Sister  White,  formerly  of  “VA,”  Uniontown, 
is  now  located  at  “BX,”  Pittsburg  Union  Depot. 
Would  like  to  see  you  at  the  meetings,  sister. 

Sister  Buck  took  in  the  sights  at  Niagara  Falls 
during  the  latter  part  of  September. 

Bro.  Adam  Stoudt,  last  trick  “GH,”  has  been 
doing  extra  work  in  "OD,"  Poughkeepsie  Union 
Depot,  during  vacations. 

A little  backbone  is  needed  for  some  of  our 
members  on  the  B.  & A.  V.  Division.  This  is 
a free  country,  and  they  should  not  listen  to  the 
advice  of  one  who  thinks  lie  is  the  whole  cheese. 
The  right  of  being  a member  of  any  organization 
is  one  that  must  not  be  denied  any  man. 

Now  that  the  good  old  summer  days  have  gone, 
and  vacation  days  are  over,  every  member  should 
make  it  a point  to  attend  the  meetings.  Your- 
presence  is  needed.  You  cannot  keep  in  touch 
with  what  is  doing  if  you  do  not  attend.  I have 
heard  of  some  objections  made  by  members  who 
'never  attend  a meeting.  If  things  do  not  suit, 
go  to  the  meetings  and  make  your  objections. 
Each  one  has  a personal  responsibility,  and  un- 
less you  do  your  part,  it  will  l>e  undone.  A new 
card  w’ill  soon  be  needed,  and  each  member  should 
not  fail  to  send  the  required  amount  to  the  treas- 
urer in  due  time. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  the  death  of  Bro.  E.  D. 
Barnett,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  who  was  employed 
for  some  time  cn  the  southwest  branch,  P.  R.  R., 
at  New  Haven,  and  was  well  known  and  liked  by 
the  boys  on  the  branch.  Several  months  ago  he 
went  to  California,  and  died  there  in  the  month 
of  September.  The  division  fully  intended  to 
have  a delegation  of  members  attend  the  funeral, 
and  a floral  offering  was  arranged  for,  but  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  arrival  of  the 
remains  at  Connellsville,  and  the  persons  having 
arrangements  in  charge  not  being  notified  until 
late  Saturday  night,  and  the  funeral  being  Sun- 
day morning,  arrangements  could  not  be  com- 
pleted and  brothers  notified.  Bro.  Barnett  was 
a good  member,  and  always  kept  his  dues  paid 
up.  During  the  past  year  two  of  our  deceased 
brothers  were  in  arrears  at  time  of  death.  This 
should  be  a warning  to  all  members  to  keep  in 
good  standing.  Life  is  short  and  death  certain, 
and  comes  in  many  cases  without  warning. 

The  question  of  establishing  a system  division 
on  the  Pennsylvania  lines  cast  of  Pittsburg  and 
Eric  is  being  discussed  in  the  various  local  di- 
visions. All  members  should  post  themselves  on 
the  workings  of  a system  division,  as  you  may 


be  called  upon  in  the  near  future  to  cast  your 
vote  for  or  agunst  a system  division. 

Why  don’t  some  of  you  P.  & L.  E.  broth,  rs 
come  to  the  meetings,  and  let  us  hear  from  you. 
Get  after  the  nons,  and  round  th;m  up. 

The  local  committee  on  Poughkeepsie  Divisi  o 
met  with  Stipt.  S.  C.  Long,  and  Division  Operator 
S.  B.  Murphy  some  time  ago  on  1 usiness.  B.t  er 
treatment  could  not  hive  been  asked  for. 

The  prefix  ’ professor”  is  something  that  any 
person  should  be  proud  of,  provided  it  is  attained 
in  an  honorable  way.  Professors  are  numerous 
The  latest  is  the  so-called  professor,  R.  G.  Wai 
ters,  operator,  McKees  Rocks,  Pa.,  P.  & L.  E. 
R.  R.,  who  opened  a telegraph  school  about  Octo- 
ber i.  The  professor  guarantees  to  fix  you  up 
in  five  months.  How  he  intends  to  fix  you  is  :he 
question.  Iff  may  judge,  I would  say.  “fix  yt  u 
up  into  financial  embarrassment,”  as  he  oper.U 
admitted  it  was  the  money  he  w-as  after.  Our 
last  advice  is  six  girls  are  under  his  profession  u 
instructions.  Shame  on  any  man  who  will  teach 
a class  of  students  for  a few  paltry  dollars,  lower 
the  profession,  and  turn  out  hams,  who  are  will 
ing  to  start  in  for  their  board  and  a little  pin 
money.  I think  the  boys  on  the  division  are  giv- 
ing  him  a few  warm  jolts  occasionally.  That's 
right,  keep  it  up,  be  generous,  and  shower  them 
upon  him.  His  reward  will  come,  but  not  in  a 
way  that  is  pleasing 

Mr.  C.  W.  Whitaker,  “OD,”  Poughkeepsie,  and 
family  spent  a pleasant  week  at  Niagara  Falls, 
N.  Y. 

Bro.  Jas.  Foster,  third  trick,  message  side. 
“BC,”  Youngwood,  lias  been  absent  for  six  weck> 
visiting  relatives  in  the  old  country.  How  aVu: 
sea  sickness,  Jim?  Did  you  feed  the  fishes? 

Bro.  John  Kiger  strolled  down  home  for  ter 
days,  in  New  Jersey,  the  land  of  mosquitoes  an  1 
pretty  maids.  Cert.  1484 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  Almighty  God,  the  Supreme  Ruler 
of  the  universe,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  has  re 
moved  from  our  midst,  our  esteemed  friend  and 
brother,  E.  D.  Barnett;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  fact 
that  in  his  death  we  have  lost  a true  supporter 
of  all  the  high  principles  our  membership  implies, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Pittsburgh  Division,  No.  5^, 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  in  mani 
festation  of  our  esteem  for  our  departed  brother, 
drape  our  charter  for  a period  of  sixty  days; 
and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  Tliat  we  extend  to  the  bereaved  fam 
ily  and  friends  our  most  heartfelt  sympathy;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  b< 
sent  to  the  bereaved  family,  a copy  furnished  Tm 
Telegrapher  for  publication,  and  a copy  spread 
upon  the  minute3  of  this  division. 

C.  M.  Snyder. 

D.  R.  Ulery, 

J.  Kick*. 
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A full  account  of  the  big  open  meeting  held  in 
Pittsburg  on  November  19  will  be  found  in  the 
Miscellany  Department  of  this  issue  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher. 

At  -the  regular  meeting  of  this  division,  held 
November  16,  the  chief  telegrapher,  D.  M.  Young, 
who  was  elected  a delegate  to  attend  a meeting 
at  Philadelphia,  November  6,  looking  towards  the 
establishment  of  a system  division  for  the  lines 
east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie,  reported  that  a ma- 
jority of  the  delegates  voted  in  favor  of  the 
proposition,  and  instructions  were  given  that  the 
various  divisions  should  take  a vote  of  their  mem- 
bership on  the  question. 

Three  Baltimore  & Ohio  members  were  given 
the  second  degree  initiation,  and  are  now  full- 
fledged  members.  Cert.  1728. 


will  be  made  as  welcome  as  only  O.  R.  T.  boys 
know  how  to  welcome  their  guests,  and  we  won’t 
ask  him  to  join  our  Order,  at  least  we  won’t  in- 
sist on  bis  doing  so;  we’ll  simply  accept  the  ap- 
plication which  his  sense  of  what  is  right  and 
proper,  and  what  is  best  for  him  will  prompt 
him  to  tender  us. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  Bro.  “Ramsey  of 
the  Grand,”  as  well  as  Bros.  Quick  and  Tanquary, 
were  in  evidence  with  the  O.  R.  T.’s  little  bunch 
of  1 50  votes  in  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
which  was  held  in  San  Francisco.  We  regret  that 
we  were  not  able  to  have  met  and  entertained 
them  in  a manner  befitting  the  dignity  of  their 
positions. 

Fraternally, 

F.  Shaver,  Local  Sec. 


So.  Pac.  Ry. 

Coast  District — 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Telegrapher  mention 
was  made  of  a banquet  which  it  is  expected  will 
be  served  within  the  next  couple  of  months.  We 
had  hoped  that  the  boys  on  the  western  division 
would  join  us  this  time,  but  from  the  fact  that 
they  have  failed  to  respond  to  our  several  letters 
written  them  on  this  subject,  wc  assume  that  they 
will  have  none  of  us.  However,  that  shall  not 
prevent  us  from  going  ahead  in  the  same  old 
way,  nor  will  it  prevent  us  from  extending  to  the 
boys  on  the  “poor  old  slow-going  W.  D.”  the 
usual  hospitality. 

Our  last,  or  perhaps,  more  properly  speaking, 
our  first  banquet  was  a fair  sample  of  what  the 
membership  on  the  coast  division  can  do — the 
next  one  will  not  be  a sample.  We  intend  to 
deliver  the  goods. 

We  believe,  as  a means  of  promoting  the  best 
interests  of  the  coast  division,  and  when  we 
say  that  we  include  the  interests  of  the  company, 
as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  O.  R.  T.,  as  a 
means  of  creating  a spirit  of  good  feeling  and 
good  fellowship,  cs  a means  of  reviving  that 
great,  though  sometimes  forgotten,  truth  that  wc 
are  all  brothers,  these  occasional  social  functions 
are  to  be  recommended.  It  is  unfortunately  true 
that  all  who  contribute  do  not  find  it  possible 
to  be  present,  and  enjoy  the  good  things  that 
their  money  helps  to  buy,  nevertheless  the  good 
that  results  to  the  division  in  the  way  of  im- 
proved service  and  increased  membership  is  good 
interest  on  the  investment. 

We  hope  to  be  able  by  the  time  The  Telegra- 
pher again  reaches  you  to  give  some  definite  in- 
formation concerning  time  and  place  of  our  next 
evening’s  enjoyment.  In  the  meantime  we  hope 
you  will  all  pleasantly  anticipate  the  affair,  creat- 
ing all  interest  possible.  If  you  happen  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  some  poor,  unfortunate  non-member 
(rather  a scarce  article  on  the  coast  division  I’ll 
admit),  some  one  w'ho  must  surely  have  been 
hidden  away  else  he  wouldn’t  be  a non-member, 
explain  to  him  what  jolly  good  times  we  have; 
tell  him  what  a good  thing  our  organization  is, 
and  ask  him  to  attend  our  next  banquet.  He 


Los  Angeles  District — 

The  telegraphers  on  the  S.  P.  R.  R.  have  an 
excellent  schedule,  comparatively  speaking,  but  to 
show  the  telegraphers  how  much  better  it  could 
be  without  being  too  good,  I wish  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  hours  that  mail  clerks  in  the 
g n'ernment  service  have.  Eight  hours  is  a day’s 
work  with  them,  and  if  they  are  compelled  to 
work  more  than  eight  hours  at  a stretch  for  some 
reason,  such  as  it  not  being  expedient  to  change 
them  off  while  on  train,  they  are  allowed  or  given 
the  overtime  they  work  in  one  lump  sum  every 
month.  For  illustration,  a mail  clerk  on  the  Los 
Angeles  Division  leaves  Los  Angeles  at  7 a.  m., 
and  goes  out  on  a local  75  miles,  and  returns, 
arriving  at  Los  Angeles  at  5:10  p.  m.,  not  had 
hours  themselves,  and  yet  this  mail  clerk  gets 
one  week  off  per  month  on  full  pay,  because  as 
he  states,  “the  hours  are  so  long.”  His  salary 
is  $1,000  per  year.  The  education  necessary  to 
get  into  this  service  is  not  great,  and  we  have 
hundreds  of  telegraphers  capable  of  standing  the 
examination.  -Compare  this  with  the  lot  of  the 
average  telegrapher.  I need  only  make  this  state- 
ment; it  argues  itself.  We  must  press  on.  Cor- 
porations should  treat  their  employes  as  well  as 
the  government  does.  Twelve  hours’  work  is  too 
long.  The  telegraphers  on  the  best  scheduled 
railroad  in  the  U.  S.  are  yet  being  imposed  upon. 
There  is  great  room  for  improvement  everywhere. 
Who  will  say  we  must  call  a halt?  If  we  ex- 
pect to  improve  our  conditions,  we  must  defy 
the  fetters  that  are  holding  us  down,  and  demand 
good  treatment  and  good  wages.  Let  us  be  faith- 
ful to  the  O.  R.  T.  Stand  by  it  through  thick 
and  thin.  Cert.  1571. 


T.  & N.  O.  District — 

There  will  be  a regular  correspondent  for  this 
district  in  the  future,  and  every  one  is  requested 
to  send  notes  of  interest  to  T.  G.  Bracken,  Gladys, 
Texas,  P.  O.  Guffey,  Texas,  who  will  turn  them 
over  to  your  humble  servant,  as  he  will  start  in 
at  Houston  and  proceed  to  roast  a few  lobsters 
who  style  themselves  first-class  telegraphers  and 
agents,  and  will  continue  down  the  line  until 
every  station  on  the  line  is  covered,  and  when 
we  finish  you  can  draw  your  opinion  on  the  whole 
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bunch.  The  G.  C.  and  L.  C.  will  also  be  touched 
up  if  they  get  gay,  and  no  one  will  be  spared; 
so  get  busy,  boys,  and  show  the  company  that 
you  appreciate  the  best  contract  ever  given  to 
the  telegraphers. 

Will  appear  in  next  issue.  Look  out. 

Uncle  Pike. 


Great  Northern  Railway. 

WUlmar  & Sioux  Falls  Line — 

Bro.  Cclby  is  taking  a vacation,  with  Mr.  Sav- 
idge  as  relief,  at  Leeds.  Wonder  why  some  of 
you  old  heads  don’t  do  something  towards  lining 
up  these  hams  and  report,  when  you  have  them 
right  under  your  hammer. 

As  we  promised,  every  non  that  has  not  handed 
in  his  application  at  the  present  time  will  be 
published  in  the  journal  continuously  until  he 
does,  or  leaves  the  line,  therefore  brothers,  it  is 
up  to  you  if  you  have  a good  friend  that  you 
don’t  want  to  lose  better  get  him  over  the  fence, 
and  in  line. 

Talk  aibout  your  $75  minimum.  Be  ter  get  the 
men  lined  up  first,  and  then  get  the  minimum. 
The  present  minimum  is  all  right  with  the  ma- 
terial we  have.  We  can  get  most  anything  we 
ask  for  later. 

What’s  the  matter  of  having  a meeting  now 
that  the  Sunday  excursion  business  is  over? 
Wake  up,  some  of  you  old  soldiers,  and  let’s  get 
things  moving.  I think  Local  Chairman  Cross 
would  be  willing  to  let  us  have  a meeting,  and 
believe  he  can  arrange  it  with  Mr.  Bowen  so 
there  will  be  no  trouble  in,  at  least  part  of  us,  in 
getting  away.  Let  us  try  and  wake  up  the  old 
G.  N.  She’s  the  best  paying  road  to-day,  and 
let’s  appreciate  it  by  showing  what  we  arc  made 
of  when  we  get  together. 

Bro.  S.  W.  Lackstrap  is  in  St.  Louis,  taking  in 
the  big  show.  Extra  Agent  W.  W.  Howard  is 
relieving  him. 

Bro.  A.  R.  Clements,  days,  at  Yankton,  having 
left  service,  is  relieved  by  Bro.  J.  P.  Myers,  of 
Division  23,  who  will  soon  join  Division  70. 

Bro.  Knudsen,  of  Viborg,  having  traded  sta- 
tions with  Bro.  G.  A.  Rogers,  of  Jackson,  Neb., 
both  hold  their  respective  places,  and  both  are 
known  to  be  good  O.  R.  T.  men. 

O.  P.  Nelson,  nights,  at  Garretson,  resigned, 
relieved  by  Bro.  C.  J.  Goff,  from  Montana  Di- 
vision, of  Division  70. 

Mr.  Chas.  Savidge,  non,  relieving  at  Leeds,  in- 
tends to  come  in  as  soon  as  he  is  permanently 
located.  Hope  he  will.  We  pray  that  he  does 
not  forget  his  promise. 

Mr.  Carlson,  nights  at  Lester,  non,  says  he 
is  willing  to  join  the  Order,  but  is  too  new,  in 
the  business.  Think  we  can  make  an  old  head 
out  of  him  soon.  Anyway,  haven’t  heard  of  his 
giving  up  the  idea  of  following  the  business. 

What’s  the  matter  with  you  east  end  fellows? 
Why  don’t  you  send  in  your  notes?  You  cer- 
tainly like  to  see  your  names  and  lines  appear  in 
the  journal.  It’s  up  to  you  to  get  in  the  news 
so  they  can  reach  me  in  time-  Wc  haven’t  had 


a word  from  east  of  Garretson  for  two  months: 
and  between  Willmar  and  St.  Paul  it’s  a dead 
letter  for  news,  although  we  realize  there  is  plenty 
to  know  if  we  could  only  get  some  one  to  write 
it  up. 

New  man  nights  at  Pipestone,  but  did  not 
learn  his  name  or  whether  he  is  in  or  not.  Think 
Bro.  Clark  should  know  these  things,  and  make 
report.  Eh,  Clark? 

Bro.  Willis,  at  Lester,  is  doing  some  good 
work  for  the  company,  but  think,  old  man,  you 
had  better  line  up  that  non  between  times? 

Bro.  Bleedhorn,  at  Alvord,  is  very  quiet  these 
days.  Wonder  if  there  is  a woman  in  sight? 

Bro.  Schopp,  at  Doon,  says  don’t  you  believe 
it.  We  will  be  patient,  Bro.  “AC,”  and  smoke 
when  the  time  comes. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Bro.  Crossman.  at 
Boone,  into  the  ranks  of  a full-fledged  O.  R.  T. 
Knew  that  boy  was  all  right,  only  a little  short, 
when  the  time  came  around. 

Bro.  Meek,  at  Garretson,  days,  told  me  the 
other  day  had  something  pretty  nice  up  there. 
Wonder  if  he  will  live  over  the  depot?  How  is 
that,  old  sport? 

In  looking  over  my  list  I find  Bro.  Goff,  it 
Garretson,  nights,  who  is  an  old  pal  in  crime  of 
years  ago.  I am  very  glad  to  see  you  again, 
old  man,  and  trust  we  may  ever  hold  the  pass 
word  to  this  Order. 

What  is  the  matter  with  that  helper  at  Sioux 
Center  coming  into  the  Order?  Notice  he  does 
most  of  the  wire  work,  and  is  adequate  for 
ordinary  telegraph  job.  Better  get  him  in,  Andy, 
before  some  one  else  gets  him. 

Sorry  to  learn  our  worthy  local  chairman, 
Bro.  Cross,  at  Lennox,  has  been  under  the  weather 
for  past  two  weeks,  and  as  glad  to  learn  that  he 
is  again  feeling  in  his  usual  buoyant  spirits.  Bet- 
ter look  out,  Crossy,  there’s  rattlers  in  your  bon- 
net. 

Wish  to  congratulate  Bro.  Knudsen,  at  Jackson, 
for  the  promptness  and  spirit  shown  in  his  able- 
ness to  keep  things  in  lined-up  order  over  the 
muddy.  Keep  at  them,  Dcllie,  and  they  will  yield 
sooner  or  later,  and  let  me  assist  you  any  old  time 
you  need  me.  Your  write  ups  are  very  good, 
thanks. 

Mr.  Haun,  at  Waterbury,  is  filling  out  his  ap- 
plication blanks  so  as  to  have  them  ready  to  send 
in  pay  day,  and  thus  secure  an  ’05  card.  Gt*>d 
for  you,  H. 

Mr.  Turner,  at  Goodwin,  Neb.,  sent  his  papers 
in  this  week,  and  will  hold  an  up-to-date  card 
January  r,  1905. 

Was  talking  to  Mr.  Churchill,  at  Allen,  Neb., 
last  night,  who  informed  me  that  he  hoped  to 
join  us  by  the  first  of  the  year.  If  he  does, 
this  line  will  be  what  we  want  all  lines  to  be 
by  the  first  of  January,  1905 — solid. 

Bro.  L.  A.  Tanck  is  busy  at  Dixon  putting  in 
country  town  freight  every  night  before  he  goes 
to  rest 

Bro.  C.  M.  Rich,  at  Laurel,  Neb.,  received  1 
shipment  of  printer’s  outfit  from  New  York  by 
express  last  night,  with  $140  charges  against  it 
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That  means  about  $13  to  you,  Mr.  Rich.  Go 
after  it. 

Bro.  Brown,  at  Belden,  they  say  is  getting 
all  the  live  stock  shipments  in  that  country.  That 
is  what  we  like  to  see.  Get  it  all,  if  you  can, 
and  put  the  other  lines  out  of  business. 

Bro.  J.  Lilly  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Brobst,  at 
Randolph,  Neb.  Mr.  Lilly  is  going  into  business 
of  his  own  at  Jackson,  Neb.  Success  to  you, 
Lilly. 

J.  F Droel,  our  new  married  brother  at  Mc- 
Lean, Neb.,  says  married  life  is  like  a heaven  on 
earth.  It  would  be  nice  if  all  married  men  could 
and  would  talk  thus. 

Our  busy  Bro.  Busfield,  at  Osmond,  Neb.,  took 
a few  days'  lay  off.  Relief  Agent  Howard  filling 
the  vacancy.  Busfield  is  back  again,  good  na- 
tured  as  before. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Mam,  a sister  of  Bro.  Akers,  agent 
at  Plainview,  Neb.,  died  at  Garretson,  S.  D.,  last 
week.  Her  remains  were  taken  to  Plainview  for 
burial  last  Monday,  November  15.  Bro.  Akers 
and  family  have  our  sympathy. 

Bro.  Thompson  is  still  at  Savage.  He  is  a good- 
hearted  fellow,  not  at  all  like  his  station’s  name. 
He  belongs  to  the  O.  R.  T.,  you  know. 

H.  F.  Hilborn,  our  quiet  brother,  is  doing  some 
good  work  at  Orchard,  Neb.,  although  he  hardly 
ever  goes  near  the  wire.  We  have  an  idea  he  is 
putting  in  a good  word  for  us  all. 

Bro.  W.  E.  West  is  as  far  west  on  our  line  as 
he  can  get,  at  "OA.”  Div.  Cor. 


Eastern  Minnesota  Division — 

Business  has  been  very  good  after  once  getting 

started,  which  was  held  back  in  the  spring  by 

the  strike  on  the  lakes.  Since  then  the  railroad 
company  has  been  doing  its  best  to  keep  the 

mines  supplied  with  cars,  and  to  move  the  loads 

to  the  docks  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  season  will  close  with  nearly,  if  not  as 
much,  business  done  as  last  year  in  a much  shorter 
length  of  time. 

Mr.  Hilton,  who  has  been  working  the  past 
year  at  Nashwauk,  has  been  kept  busy  moving 
as  relief  from  one  town  to  another,  until  he  is 
now  located  at  Feeley’s,  under  the  roll  of  agent, 
that  place  having  just  been  opened  as  an  agency. 
Wc  predict  him  a bright  future. 

Mr.  Falk  took  a vacation  for  a few  weeks,  and 
was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  be  had  not  brought 
a partner  back  from  Minneapolis  on  his  return. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Wittrich,  who  has  been  working  at 
Hibbing  for  the  past  year,  was  transferred  to 
the  Fergus  Fall  Division,  and  now  may  be  found 
to  supply  your  wants  at  "WA”  office,  St.  Cloud. 
Give  him  a call.  Mr.  Wittich  also  took  one  of 
Hibbing’s  best  girls  along  with  him,  and  is  going 
to  try  life  anew. 

Mr.  Landrum,  who  was  working  at  Buhl,  nights, 
has  resigned.  Unable  to  say  where  he  will  go. 

Mr.  Doran,  agent,  is  O.  K.,  and  will  keep  you 
laughing  while  you  wait  The  ore  has  shown 
its  effect  on  him  nevertheless. 

Mr.  Kemp,  the  young  lad  from  Omaha,  is  new 
in  the  railway  business,  having  experience  at  that 


point  with  commercial  offices.  He  has  already 
stated  his  intentions,  and  we  are  fixing  him  out, 
so  he  will  soon  be  with  us.  Keep  the  ball  rolling. 

Mr.  O.  E.  Smith,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  is  do- 
ing the  third  trick  stunt  at  *‘DS”  office,  and  from 
all  appearances  and  from  what  we  hear,  the  G.  N. 
has  won  a prize.  He  is  a perfect  gentleman,  and 
it  is  a pleasure  to  meet  him.  Boys,  give  him  all 
the  aid  you  can,  and  don't  be  afraid  to  put  your- 
self to  any  trouble  to  help  him  along.  Mr.  Smith 
comes  from  the  U.  P.,  and  has  worked  all  over 
the  West,  including  the  City  of  Mexico.  Under- 
stand he  was  chief  at  that  place. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Sears,  from  Boston,  who  was  work- 
ing a trick  at  44 DS”  office,  has  returned  to  the 
same  place  to  accept  a position  with  the  N.  Y.,  N. 
H.  & H.  We  presume  he  missed  his  pork  and 
beans,  and  trust  he  is  satisfied  on  his  return,  while 
he  was  not  long  with  us,  he  left  with  a good 
record,  and  is  remembered  by  the  boys. 

The  change  has  been  so  rapid  we  are  unable 
to  give  the  line-up  at  Swan  River.  Understand 
Mr.  Barry  is  working  at  that  place  days,  coming 
from  Coon  Creek  Jet. 

Mr.  Murray  has  been  holding  on  steady  at 
Chisholm,  and  is  a first-class  man  in  every  re- 
spect. This,  of  course,  always  includes  the 
brother. 

Messrs.  Johnson  & McGill  are  working  at  Ellis, 
and  will  treat  you  right.  Both  are  willing  work- 


Mr.  O’Harra,  who  worked  at  Agnew  Jet.,  is 
working  at  Cloquet  for  the  N.  P. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Yahrmatter  and  Mr.  Walrath  are 
at  present  working  at  the  junction,  but  before 
this  is  in  print  will  likely  be  at  some  other  point, 
account  of  the  ore  season  closing. 

Messrs.  Rummery  and  Oman  are  still  working 
at  Cass  Lake,  and  are  surely  kept  busy  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  working  with  three  sets  of  dis- 
patchers, but  will  give  good  service  at  any  stage 
of  the  game  if  not  imposed  on  too  much. 

Mr.  Pettit  is  still  at  Brookston,  and  seems  to 
like  the  burg  first-class  by  the  way  he  is  holding 
on.  We  understand  he  is  going  to  get  a Yetman 
to  take  his  revenge  out  on  some  non. 

Mr.  Austin,  who  has  been  with  us  quite  a while, 
is  agent  at  Nickerson  at  the  present,  and  from 
all  reports  is  doing  nicely,  while  Mr.  Hogan,  at 
Bruno,  can  be  said  to  be  doing  as  well,  and  won 
many  friends  while  at  Swan  River,  which  is  a 
good  deal  considering  where  a man  is. 

I think  it  would  be  a good  idea  before  long, 
since  we  have  raised  our  dues,  to  have  an  or- 
ganizer to  pull  in  a few  stragglers,  say  just  to  go 
over  each  division  once.  It  would  not  be  a very 
heavy  expense,  and  would  help  a good  deal. 

I am  afraid  our  dues  are  going  to  be  a little 
hard  for  some  of  the  boys,  and  hope  we  can  all 
make  it,  as  it  will  mean  a good  deal  to  us  in  the 
future  if  not  at  the  present. 

The  M.,  K.  & T.  seems  to  be  having  the  time 
of  its  life.  While  wc  predict  its  victory,  if  it 
should  fail,  it  will  show  we  can  make  a stand 
which  is  worth  a good  deal,  as  it  will  show  what 
we  are  made  of.  Cert.  976. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  an  all-wise  providence 
to  remove  from  the  home  of  Bro.  W.  E.  Dever- 
ell,  of  Willmar,  Minn.,  his  beloved  son,  Carl 
Devercll,  eleven  years  of  age,  therefore  be  it 
Resolved,  That  the  membership  of  Division  No. 
70,  Great  Northern  System,  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers,  do  herewith  extend  to  Bro.  Devercll 
the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  said  division  in  this,  his 
darkest  hour,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  records  of  this  division,  a copy  be 
furnished  Bro.  Deverell,  and  a copy  be  sent  The 
Telegrapher  for  publication. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  * Division  No.  70. 

P.  M.  Abbott, 

Gen’ l Sec.  and  Treas. 


Soo  Line. 

If  there  is  a correspondent  on  this  Winnipeg 
line,  l beg  his  pardon  and  attention.  We  deserve 
his  attention.  On  this  new  line,  210  miles,  built 
this  summer,  we  have  an  almost  solid  organiza- 
tion. Most  of  us  were  from  other  roads,  but 
we  got  our  transfers  to  the  Soo  Division.  We 
want  to  be  in  line  for  a schedule.  We  need 
some  overtime  with  the  new  night  trains  that  are 
going  on.  We  are  all  rustling  business,  and  we 
are  getting  it,  and  if  we  rustle  for  our  overtime 
we  shall  get  it. 

There  are  new  stations  opening  up  almost  every 
day,  and  there  are  new  men  coming  into  the 

old  ones,  but  the  boys  are  watching,  and  they 
are  getting  lined  up  ahnost  as  fast  as  they  happen. 
When  a telegrapher  goes  by,  and  we  know  it, 

we  all  go  out  and  hang  onto  his  hands  and  wel- 
come him  as  a brother,  and  he  is  pleased  with 
our  hospitality,  and  pledges  himself  on  the  spot. 

Our  memory  is  short,  and  we  forget  most  names, 
but  one  lingers  in  our  mind.  That  of  Bro.  Hatch. 
He  was  going  to  Thief  River  Falls  with  a smile 
on  his  features,  and  a tender  gleam  in  his  eye — 
and  a button  on. 

To  the  boys  on  this  line:  If  you  belong  to 

another  division  get  into  the  Soo  Division  119 

at  once  so  we  can  keep  in  touch.  Mr.  F.  C. 

*Paine,  at  Erskine,  will  see  to  your  transfers. 
If  you  don’t  belong  to  the  Order,  any  of  us  will 
furnish  you  the  necessary  application  blanks. 

*W.” 


Northern  Pacific  Ry. 

Idaho  Division — 

The  following  changes  have  taken  place  since 
last  issue: 

Bro.  Wm.  Boden,  days  at  Cocolalla,  Idaho, 
transferred  to  days  Algoma,  relieved  by  Bro.  T. 
L.  Gibson,  night  owl,  who  was  relieved  by  Bro. 
H.  E.  Smith,  of  Duluth. 

Bro.  Jas.  Morris  Hope,  Ida,  days,  has  been 
granted  sixty  days  leave  of  absence,  and  will 
spend  his  time,  and  most  of  his  money,  on  the 
sound.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  C.  D.  Chatter- 
ton,  the  heavyweight  from  Sprague,  who  was  re- 


lieved by  Mr.  Oscar  P.  Edgett,  just  from  the  | 

Santa  Fe  in  Arizona,  who  promises  to  do  the 
necessary  soon. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Bryan  transferred  from  Lind,  days, 
to  the  agency^  at  Peck,  where  the  big  game  is 
thick.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Beckon, 
night  owl,  who  was  relieved  by  Bro.  George  Kel- 
ber,  lasht  night  "osser”  at  Keystone,  who  was 
relieved  by  Bro.  R.  S.  Conklin,  just  from  the 
East. 

Mr.  O.  J.  Sangston,  a non,  w'ho  has  been  work- 
ing nights  at  Lind,  has  resigned  and  returned 
to  the  O.  S.  L.  at  Pocatclla,  Idaho.  He  hope  be 
will  get  an  up-to-date  card  before  he  hits  the 
Idaho  again. 

Brc.  E.  J.  Harding  transferred  from  nights  at 
Connel  to  days  at  Cabin  "B,”  at  Hope,  where 
all  kinds  of  fish  grow  on  the  trees.  He  was  re- 
lieved by  Bro.  George  D.  Randall,  official  photog- 
rapher of  Roza. 

Bro.  J.  S.  Maddox,  agent  Eltopia,  has  resigned 
and  gone  into  business  at  Lind. 

Bro.  R.  P.  Haney,  agent  Lind,  was  hunting 
geese  several  days  this  month.  Hunting  good, 
but  finding  “dum”  poor. 

Bro.  R.  W.  Swope  is  relieving  Bro.  Gage,  at 
North  Yakima.  Bro.  Gage  is  in  hospital  at  Mis- 
soula, with  fever. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Cruikshank  has  been  transferred 
from  the  agency  at  Belmont  to  the  agency  at 
Kennewick,  where  they  can  raise  anything  from 
huckleberries  to  elephants. 

Bro.  J.  O.  Hood  has  left  North  Yakima,  and 
is  now  with  his  first  love  at  Roza. 

General  Chairman,  Bro.  Brown,  has  just  been 
over  the  road,  and  finds  all  the  boys  sawing 
wood  and  keeping  after  the  nons. 

Brothers,  if  any  of  you  are  working  with  a 
non,  try  moral  suasion  on  him,  and  keep  after 
him  early  and  late,  and  if  you  can  convince  him 
of  the  error  of  his  ways  by  no  other  means,  take 
a fall  out  of  him.  C Missouri. 


Rocky  Mountain  Division — 

As  there  seems  to  be  no  other  brother  that 
likes  to  use  his  pen  to  send  words  of  cheer  to 
the  balance  of  us  poor  devils.  I’ll  try  it  again 
and  see  if  I cannot  draw  out  the  remarks  of  some 
brother  with  more  brains  and  ability  than  I pos- 
sess for  this  kind  of  writing.  The  R.  M.  is 
still  the  pink  division  of  the  N.  P.  when  it  comes 
to  a solid  membership  and  good  O.  R.  T.  boys. 
We  all  got  together  at  Missoula  on  November  21, 
at  the  regular  monthly  meeting,  and  enjoyed  our- 
selves transacting  regular  routine  of  business,  and 
the  reading  of  bulletins  and  letters  from  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Katy.  All  the  R.  M.  boys  are  stand- 
ing together  as  one,  and  working  for  the  good 
of  the  Order. 

Bro.  Krebs,  our  genial  agent  from  Dixon,  has 
resigned  and  accepted  a position  as  freight  brake- 
man  on  the  east  end.  Success  to  you,  Ed.  Hope 
to  sec  you  running  a train  in  the  next  two  years. 

Bro.  Van  Fleet,  formerly  of  the  *4MA”  yard 
office  at  Missoula,  resigned  and  accepted  the  man- 
ager’s chair  at  the  Postal  telegraph  office  at  Mis- 
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soula.  A swell  job  and  a handsome  looking  boy, 
with  his  chest  out  and  a brand  new  suit,  and 
doing  business  with  the  Yetman  transmitting  type- 
writer. Go  to  it,  “VX;”  you  will  be  able  to 
show  them  where  to  open  up  yet. 

Bro.  Wingrave,  of  "MD”  office,  at  Missoula, 
resigned,  and  was  promoted  to  dispatcher’s  trick 
in  “NI”  office.  Good  for  you,  “VN.” 

Bro.  McLardy,  third  trick  dispatcher  on  east 
end,  and  wife  just  back  from  the  Fair,  where 
they  spent  some  six  weeks  enjoying  the  sights  and 
the  “graft,”  and  now  he  says  that  he  is  broke. 
Well,  “MC,”  that  don’t  hurt  the  Irish,  you  know, 
as  they  are  most  generally  used  to  it,  eh? 

Business  has  been  very  heavy  for  the  past 
two  months,  and  is  still  holding  good,  and  the 
hoys  making  too  much  overtime,  and  losing  too 
much  good  old  shut  eye.  Nature  won’t  stand  that 
kind  of  a strain  for  long. 

The  company  is  putting  in  the  block  system 
Dixon  to  Garriron,  and  at  present  are  rushing 
this  section  of  the  R.  M.  Division  to  a comple- 
tion, and  will  soon  put  on  some  ten  or  twelve 
more  telegraphers  to  handle  the  business.  This 
looks  good.  The  more  the  better. 

In  reading  the  last  journal  I am  glad  to  note 
an  article,  “Plan  of  Action,”  which  strikes  the 
keynote,  and  if  carried  out  would  be  the  grand- 
est and  only  safe  way  to  obtain  what  we  want, 
viz.  : A good  salary  and  shorter  hours,  and  honor- 
able and  square,  if  not  swell  treatment  from  the 
the  different  railroads. 

Jt  is  with  much  regret  that  I am  able  to  give 
notice  that  our  G.  S.  & T.,  Bro.  E.  W.  Newman, 
has  left  us  to  accept  a position  with  the  Postal 
telegraph  company  in  Arizona,  and  Division  54 
loses  one  of  its  most  able  officers  and  strongest 
O.  R.  T.  brothers.  Although  we  regret  the  loss, 
we  wish  you  success  in  your  new  field,  “EW.” 

All  business  pertaining  to  the  Secretary  should 
be  addressed  to  Bro.  F.  A.  Brown,  acting  S.  & T., 
No.  0628  Monroe  street,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Div.  Cor. 


Grand  Trunk  Railway. 

By  the  time  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have 
received  dues,  notice-slip  for  ensuing  term  du.s, 
and  to  all  who  can  possibly  spare  the  money,  we 
would  be  pleased  to  have  them  remit  the  amount, 
$3.50,  to  the  undersigned  as  early  as  convenient 
for  you  to  do  so,  thereby  putting  yourselves  in 
possession  of  an  up-to-date  division  card  early. 
Also,  please  do  not  overlook  the  matter  of  send- 
ing your  mutual  benefit  assessment  money  to 
Bro.  L.  W.  Quick,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

In  addition  to  the  above  request,  I call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  during  the  mon  h of 
February,  1905,  you  will  be  called  upon  to  elect 
your  local  chairmen  for  next  term,  also  grand 
division  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  Grand 
Division  session,  which  convenes  in  the  month  of 
May.  Therefore,  I would  advise  you  to  be  up  and 
doing,  and  choose  those  you  desire  to  represent 
you  for  the  ensuing  term.  This  will  be  brought 
before  you  later,  but  in  the  meantime  prepare 
yourselves  for  the  election  of  your  officers. 


Your  committee  are,  at  this  writing,  up  before 
the  Government  Board  of  Arbitrators,  endeavoring 
to  settle  the  matter  of  securing  a revision  of 
your  schedule,  but  as  the  case  has  been  postponed 
several  time  owing  to  the  chairman.  Judge  Teetzel, 
having  to  attend  to  his  regular  court  cases,  it  is 
thought  by  your  representatives  that  it  will  be 
near  the  end  of  the  current  year  before  it  is 
finally  settled,  however,  just  as  soon  as  matters 
have  been  adjusted.  Each  one  concerned  will  be 
notified  by  circular;  also,  I think  a complete  copy 
of  the  whole  investigation  and  arbitration  will 
be  furnished  each  individual  member,  which  no 
doubt  will  be  interesting  reading,  and  very  likely 
open  the  eyes  of  a good  many  who  are  inclined 
to  find  fault  for  the  delays  of  the  negotiations, 
etc. 

With  best  wishes,  I am, 

Fraternally, 

D.  L.  Shaw,  A.  G.  S.  & T. 


Fifteenth  District— 

As  it  has  been  a long  time  since  anything  has 
appeared  in  our  worthy  journal  from  this  section 
of  the  G.  T.  R.,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  one 
might  make  the  attempt  just  to  let  the  boys  know 
on  all  other  parts  of  the  system  that  the  Fifteenth 
District  possesses  its  usual  amount  of  animation. 

I happen  to  fill  one  of  the  offices  where  it  is  a 
steady  grind,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  that 
should  interfere  with  what  should  be  the  duty 
of  all  of  us,  that  is,  writing  a few  lines  for  The 
Telegrapher.  As  for  my  grind,  I suppose  every 
other  fellow  on  this  district  thinks  his  is  the 
worst  one,  so  we  might  all  conclude  that  we  have 
time  to  offer  a write-up  and  do  so. 

One  of  the  things  that  sometimes  seems  peculiar 
to  me  is  that  so  many  of  our  good  brothers  along 
the  line  appear  to  think  that  the  O.  R.  T.  is  made 
up  of  our  committee  and  grand  officers,  and  do 
not  seem  to  realize  that  each  member  is  really  a 
part  of  the  organization,  and  responsible  more  or 
less  for  every  success  or  failure  that  is  ours. 
I have  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a meeting 
on  this  division,  and  was  quite  surprised  to  find 
that  idea  prevalent  among  so  many  of  our  mem- 
bers, and  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  little 
lecture  our  Third  Vice-President  gave  us  along 
this  line. 

The  most  of  us  realize  that  this  is  a very 
trying  time  to  the  Grand  Trunk  boys,  but  if  we 
are  made  of  the  right  kind  of  material  these 
trials  will  prove  their  usefulness  to  us,  and  we 
will  gain  thereby.  I was  very  much  impressed 
with  the  account  Bro.  Campbell  gave  us  of  our 
negotiations,  and  if  all  the  telegraphers  possessed 
the  same  degree  of  determination  that  he  and  the 
members  of  our  general  committee  have  shown, 
I believe  our  interests  would  be  better  advanced. 
I wish  I could  have  the  pleasure  of  fifteen  minutes’ 
conversation  with  some  of  our  worthy  brothers 
who  always  appear  so  ready  to  find  fault  with 
the  way  in  which  our  affairs  are  being  conducted, 
but  apparently  do  not  possess  either  the  desire 
or  backbone  enough  to  attend  a meeting  or  avail 
themselves  of  an  opportunity  of  finding  out  what 
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is  going  on  or  learning  something  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  we  have  to  contend  with,  and  it 
is  just  such  people  that  are  unwilling  to  pay  their 
dues  or  do  anything  else  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  organization,  and  are  quite  contented  to  do 
any  quantity  of  grumbling  and  criticising,  and  at 
the  same  time  hamper  and  harrass  the  committee 
and  others  who  already  have  sufficient  to  contend 
with  by  their  narrow-mindedness  and  disrevelled 
natures.  For  my  part  I feel  that  I owe  my  alle- 
giance to  the  organization  for  all  time  to  come 
for  the  good  it  has  already  accomplished  on  the 
Grand  Trunk,  even  though  we  never  obtain  any 
improvements  on  our  present  condition.  The  po- 
sition which  I occupy  is  worth  about  $100  per 
year  more  than  it  was  in  1896,  which  is  a very 
large  bonus  to  me  for  my  membership  in  the 
organization,  and  I do  not  know  of  one  position 
of  this  district  which  has  not  been  benefited  to  a 
considerable  extent  during  the  past  five  years,  and 
some  positions  are  paying  upwards  of  $200  per 
year  more  than  in  1898,  and  in  view  of  this  I 
am  unable  to  find  the  name  in  my  vocabulary 
small  or  mean  enough  for  any  man  that  will  not 
keep  his  dues  fully  paid  up,  and  be  a loyal  mem- 
ber to  such  an  organization.  I consider  such 
men  are  decidedly  more  degraded  and  worse  than 
a scab.  Now,  boys,  let  us  think  of  these  things, 
and  support  the  organization  and  our  officers 
as  we  should.  Let  us  wait  patiently  for  the  out- 
come of  the  present  struggle,  and  I for  one  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  results  will  prove 
the  wisdom  of  the  course  that  has  been  adopted, 
regardless  of  the  fact  of  whether  it  requires  one 
or  five  years  to  bring  about  these  results. 

I did  not  intend  saying  so  much,  or  it  in  such 
strong  language,  but  after  all  I feel  that  I have 
spoken  the  truth,  and  the  truth  should  at  all  times 
be  hgard. 

Yours  in  S.  O.  and  D. 

Cert.  2140. 


Ninth  District — 

It  is  seldom  that  I have  thought  of  writing  for 
our  journal,  as  my  literary  attainments  are  very 
limited,  and  I have  never  been  requested  to  act 
as  correspondent,  but  as  Bro.  Quick  always  ap- 
pears to  be  willing  to  give  space  to  any  corre- 
spondent, I thought  I would  offer  a few  lines. 

Not  feeling  in  a very  pleasant  mood  at  the 
way  our  affairs  are  going  on,  I may  say  some- 
thing that  will  “jar”  you  a little,  but  assure  you 
that  it  is  all  well  meant.  In  the  first  place  I 
feel  a little  anxious  to  express  my  disapproval 
of  the  slow  time  that  our  schedule  negotiations 
are  making.-  Why  can  we  not  get  along  a little 
faster?  What  is  Bro.  Campbell  and  the  committee 
doing?  We  pay  our  dues,  and  I think  we  can 
expect  better  results,  and  expect  them  sooner. 
Our  proposed  schedule  has  been  dragging  along 
for  over  a year,  and  I don't  suppose  it  is  any 
nearer  completion  now  than  it  ever  was.  Why 
is  the  company  not  compelled  to  settle  this  matter 
at  once?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  could  have 
gone  out  on  strike,  and  in  a short  time  have 
forced  the  company  to  grant  us  a reasonable 


schedule  and  decent  wages.  Why  should  we  dillv 
dally  in  this  manner? 

I hope  that  our  committee  will  not  think  that 
I am  anxious  to  find  fault,  but  I certainly  feel 
that  they  have  been  too  lenient  with  the  manage 
ment  in  these  matters. 

Yours  in  S.  O.  and  D.  Kickex 


C.,  M.  & St.  P.  Ry. 

Dubuque  Division — 

As  nothing  has  appeared  in  the  journal  from 
this  division  for  many  moons,  I thought  it  about 
time  some  one  was  letting  our  sister  divisions 
know  that  we  are  still  alive  and  doing  business 
at  the  same  old  stand,  although  there  has  been 
many  changes  since  our  last  write  up.  Starting 
in  on  the  north  end,  we  find  a new  hand.  Bra 
Glynn,  as  agent.  Glynn  was  formerly  located 
at  Reno. 

After  being  out  of  service  for  more  than  a 
year  account  of  sickness,  we  find  Bro.  Ott  back 
to  his  old  stamping  grounds,  Preston. 

At  Spring  Grove,  Mr.  Cline  has  purchased  a 
farm,  and  has  bid  farewell  to  the  railroad.  Mr. 
Baker,  formerly  agent  at  Guttenburg,  is  holding 
down  this  position. 

At  Lansing,  Bro.  Bacon  has  given  up  the  night 
work  for  the  position  as  division  relief  agent, 
Bro.  Schricker  appointed  as  regular  night  owL 

At  McGregor,  Bro.  Spaulding,  who  been 

with  the  company  continuous  since  1870,  has  re- 
signed and  entered  the  furniture  business  at  this 
place,  and  we  “13”  “S”  is  doing  fine,  better 
than  he  really  expected.  Mr.  Crawford,  who 
formerly  held  down  Clayton,  has  been  appointed 
agent,  and  Bro.  Drumb,  who  has  worked  nights 
here  about  five  or  six  years  has  put  his  "grabs” 
onto  the  agency  at  Clayton.  Bro.  Brown  ap- 
pointed nights. 

At  Guttenberg,  Bro.  Petters,  formerly  of  Tur- 
key River,  has  been  appointed  agent  here.  Mr. 
Frey,  the  regular  night  man,  has  resigned,  and 
Bro.  Prolaw  has  secured  the  position.  ‘‘Ed’’  has 
been  quite  lucky  since  coming  to  this  division 
from  the  river  division;  has  not  ran  into  anything 
but  good  positions. 

At  Turkey  River,  Bro.  Rantzow,  our  former 
relief  agent,  has  been  assigned  to  this  position. 
"R”  has  recently  taken  a life  partner,  and  be 
has  the  best  wishes  of  the  division. 

At  Cameron,  Bro.  Seiler  has  resigned  and  ac- 
cepted a position  with  the  C.  G.  W.  Mr.  Labey 
is  filling  the  vacancy.  "Lee”  will  have  the  affix 
of  brother  to  his  name  next  pay  day,  so  *we  "13.” 

At  Dubuque  shops,  Bro.  Trayer  has  been  ap- 
pointed agent,  former  agent  Wright  now  working 
in  dispatcher's  office. 

At  Gordon’s  Ferry,  Bro.  Mcrklc  has  recently 
found  some  one  who  was  willing  to  cook  for 
two  and  eat  half.  Bro.  Wiese  taking  a thirty- 
day  lay  off.  Bro.  Boeckh  doing  the  relief  act. 

At  Bellevue,  Bro.  Banks  has  resigned,  and  is 
living  on  his  farm  up  in  Wisconsin.  Bro.  Snure, 
of  La  Crescent,  has  accepted  the  vacancy.  Bro. 
Harrington,  from  Pleasant  Creek,  is  doing  the 
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owl  act  Bro.  Hurley,  from  Wilkins,  has  been 
appointed  at  Pleasant  Creek. 

Business  on  this  pike  is  good,  and  everything 
running  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  boys'  are 
all  prompt  with  dues  and  assessments,  which  shows 
that  they  appreciate  the  efforts  that  have  been 
put  forth  in  their  behalf,  and  wc  will  suggest 
right  here  that  you  should  let  this  appear  on  the 
records  of  your  brain,  to  always  be  prompt  with 
the  dues  and  assessments.  There  is  not  an  em- 
ploye in  this  department  who  has  not  secured  from 
$60  to  $120  increase  in  salaries  during  the  past 
year,  saying  nothing  about  the  overtime  and  the 
better  working  conditions  which  we  are  all  en- 
joying. So,  boys,  there  is  no  earthly  reason  why 
you  should  not  get  in  line  and  keep  in  line  after 
you  are  once  there. 

With  best  wishes  and  trusting  that  we  will 
hear  from  some  good  brother's  write-up  in  the 
journal  next  month,  I am. 

Fraternally  yours,  "Slim/" 


C.  & C.  B.  Division  in  Iowa— 

There  has  been  numerous  changes  the  past 
month  with  night  men;  in  fact,  they  have  come  so 
lively  it's  hard  to  keep  track  of  them. 

Bro.  Leamon  has  been  appointed  agent  at 
Brown’s,  and  Bro.  Leonard  got  Teed’s  Grove  sta- 
tion on  bulletin.  Both  are  good  men,  and  have 
served  their  time  as  owls,  and  we  are  all  pleased 
to  see  them  promoted  to  day  jobs. 

Bro.  Dearborn,  who  has  been  at  Oxford  Jet., 
nights  extra,  for  some  time,  has  resigned,  and 
Bro.  Mac  Stewart  is  now  at  Oxford,  nights,  until 
Bro.  Kelley,  who  is  still  working  extra  in  “MA,” 
Marion,  returns. 

Bro.  Schafer,  of  Lost  Station,  nights,  got  El- 
wood,  nights,  on  bulletin,  but  at  present  is  ic- 
lieving  Bro.  Jordan,  agent,  at  Paralta. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Swords  has  been  transferred  from 
Wheatland  to  Wyoming,  and  McConaughy,  a non, 
from  Wyoming  to  Wheatland. 

Mr.  Huffman,  a new  man  and  a non  got  Sabula, 
nights,  only  a few  days  after  he  came  here  to 
work.  Guess  Bros.  Maloney  and  Bowers  ought 
to  be  able  to  land  him  in  the  near  future.  Get 
busy,  boys. 

Bro.  Marr  has  returned  to  this  division  after 
a long  absence,  and  got  Morley,  nights,  regularly 
soon  after  landing. 

E.  F.  Otto  is  the  new  man  at  Hale,  nights. 
Can’t  say  if  he  is  with  us  or  not,  but  Bro.  Lee 
will  line  him  up  all  right  if  he  needs  it. 

Bros.  Hodgson  and  Glorfield,  both  new  men, 
are  working  extra  nights  at  Hale  and  Lost  Sta- 
tion. 

Bro.  Sharp,  agent  at  Capron,  has  returned  from 
his  wedding  trip,  and  is  again  throwing  the  levers 
and  answering  for  *'XD.” 

Bro.  R.  F.  Graham  got  Panama,  nights,  and 
Bro.  F.  Fiola  got  Weston,  nights,  on  bulletin. 

Bro.  R.  B.  Pyron  is  working  extra  at  Council 
Bluffs  yard,  nights,  while  Bro.  Dravel  is  taking 
a thirty-day  lay  off. 


Bro.  Crawford,  who  has  been  at  Potter,  nights, 
extra  is  enjoying  (?)  a thirty-day  lay  off,  and  Bro. 
Frymoyer  is  owl  at  Potter  for  awhile.  That  night 
job  has  been  bulletined,  and  we  understand  Bro. 
Renbarger,  who  has  been  laying  off  for  some 
time,  will  not  return,  but  has  bought  a farm  in 
Michigan  and  will  go  there  soon.  Alone?  Well, 
guess  not 

There  seems  to  be  a few  of  our  boys  that 
are  a little  slow  in  paying  up  their  dues.  They 
surely  ought  to  appreciate  what  has  been  done 
for  them  enough  to  be  more  prompt  and  thereby 
save  a great  amount  of  extra  work  in  looking 
them  up. 

We  understand  our  local  chairman  proposes  to 
publish  a list  of  all  nons  in  this  district  each 
month  in  Thb  Telegrapher.  Glad  that  I am  in 
line,  as  I certainly  would  hate  to  belong  to  that 
kind  of  a bunch  on  a road  like  this.  Believe  1 
would  think  more  of  a man  that  would  put  his 
hand  into  my  pocket  and  take  my  coin  than  to 
stay  out  like  some  of  these  guys,  and  take  the 
extra  money  that  our  schedule  gives  them.  They 
are  the  ones  that  are  always  right  there  too  when 
there  are  any  benefits  in  sight.  We  even  know  of 
some  of  these  suckers  wanting  our  L.  C.  to  take 
up  grievances  for  them.  In  one  or  two  cases 
he  did  it,  thinking  it  might  put  them  to  thinking 
of  what  they  ought,  to  do,  but  they  did  not  seem 
to  take  the  hint.  Guess  their  gall  is  unlimited. 

The  meeting  held  at  Coon  Rapids,  November 
20,  was  not  very  well  attended,  but  those  present 
report  a very  nice  time.  There  was  only  one  man 
present  from  west  of  there,  which  looks  as  though 
some  of  our  boys  out  on  the  west  end  arc  rather 
slack  about  getting  out.  They  had  a fine  chance 
to  get  to  the  meeting  on  November  4 and  get 
back  home  on  No.  11,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
excuse  whatever  for  almost  every  man  out  there 
showing  up.  We  all  hope  that  the  boys  will  all 
wake  up  and  get  into  the  game  soon,  and  not  sit 
down  and  let  a few  do  all  the  hustling.  They 
are  all  there  when  the  ghost  walks,  and  ought 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  benefits  they 
are  receiving  by  waking  up  at  least  once  in  sev- 
eral months. 

There  has  been  some  rather  dirty  little  tricks 
played  by  a couple  of  petty  officials  on  this  di- 
vision recently,  which  no  doubt  would  not  look 
very  good  to  our  many  friends  who  always  re- 
member the  Milwaukee  when  they  have  business 
that  they  can  throw  our  way,  but  as  they  are 
being  investigated,  and  these  would-be  officials 
will  no  doubt  be  shown  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  the  wrongs  be  righted,  we  will  keep  still  fur 
the  present.  We  are  all  striving  to  create  good 
feeling  between  the  officials  and  the  employes, 
and  to  give  good,  conscientious  service,  and  it 
looks  as  if  it  would  be  bard  to  expect  this  if  some 
of  these  snmll  fry  are  allowed  to  pursue  their 
unfair  tactics.  We  hope  that  the  matter  will  be 
Speedily  righted,  as  we  have  what  we  think  a set 
of  very  fair  officials,  and  hardly  think  they  will 
stand  for  it.  Cert.  16. 
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C.  & C.  B.  Division  in  Illinois — 

There  have  been  a number  of  changes  of  late 
on  this  division,  but  as  the  brothers  have  failed 
to  give  me  much  assistance,  will  give  only"  a few 
of  them.  If  there  are  any  items  of  interest  lay- 
ing around,  fire  them  into  the  local  chairman, 
who  will  see  that  I get  them.  Let  us  have  one  or 
more  from  each  station. 

November  25  was  the  date,  and  Savanna  opera 
house  the  place,  of  another  pleasant  dance  given 
by  the  telegraphers  of  this  vicinity.  That  a fine 
time  was  had  by  all  who  attended  goes  without 
saying.  This  was  an  extra,  our  regular  annual 
ball  being  given  on  Easter  Monday. 

Tiro.  \V.  W.  Baglcy  is  wintering  on  his  fruit 
farm  in  Florida.  Lucky  boy.  Bro.  S.  R.  Baker 
is  doing  the  night  shift  at  Davis  Jet.  in  Bro. 
Bagley’s  place. 

Agent  Horrigan,  at  Lanark,  has  been  out  in 
Nebraska  on  a visit.  Bro.  E.  C.  Holman,  regu- 
lar day  man,  taking  his  place.  Bro.  E.  D.  Cook 
on  days  and  Bro.  H.  N.  Cook  on  nights. 

Bro.  Roy  Gibbs  is  working  days  at  Kingston 
Crossing  in  place  of  our  late  Bro.  Pratt.  A 
Mr.  Eldred  has  the  night  shift. 

Bro.  O.  B.  Moyer,  who  underwent  an  operation 
for  appendicitis  is  doing  fine,  and  will  be  back 
among  us  soon.  Meanwhile,  Bro.  C.  T.  Welsh, 
from  “SY,”  Savanna,  has  been  supplying  tickets 
and  smiles  to  the  ladies  down  at  "SA.”  Bro. 
Jacobs,  who  was  relieving  at  “SY,”  is  on  the 
sick  list,  also,  and  Bro.  Willie  Whiting  is  now 
doing  the  heavy  at  the  yard  office.  Bro.  Jacobs 
goes  to  Shirland  as  agent  on  his  recovery. 

On  the  evening  of  November  12,  while  going 
home  on  a track  velocipede,  Bro.  George  R.  Pratt, 
of  Kingston  Crossing,  was  st-uck  and  instantly 
killed  by  train  No.  23.  Bro.  Pratt  was  about  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  had  be:n  in  service  on  this  road 
for  a number  of  years,  being  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  telegraphers  and  agents  of  this  di- 
vision, all  of  whom  regret  his  untimely  end.  Left 
to  mourn  him  are  a wife,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  sympathy  of  the  telegraph  fra- 
ternity has  been  extended  to  the  bereaved  family. 

Div.  Cor. 

Milwaukee  Terminals — 

It  seems  as  though  the  terminals  have  been 
entirely  forgotten  of  late  in  our  journal,  as  I 
have  noted  nothing  from  our  division  correspond 
ent  who,  to  say  the  least,  has  neglected  his  duty, 
and  therefore  I will  take  it  upon  mys.lf  to  con- 
tribute a few  items  of  interest,  and  let  members 
on  other  parts  of  the  division  know  we  still  be- 
long to  the  Order,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
nons  who  are,  I believe,  entirely  hopeless.  They 
are  enjoying  the  plums,  but  have  failed  to  help 
pick  them. 

We  have  among  our  nons  the  following:  M*,ss*s. 
Hutchings,  Cable  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  “GO”  office; 
Mr.  W.  T.  Houlehen,  agent  Allis  Station,  all  v ho 
would  make  first-class  members  if  they  would 
consent  to  cotne  in  out  of  the  cold.  Why  they 
will  not  join,  no  one  seems  to  be  able  to  explain. 
They  have  all  received  application  blanks,  s>  1 


am  informed  by  our  L.  C.,  but  up  to  date  all 
have  remained  mute.  We  will  still  hope  to  call 
the  above  named  nons  members  some  time  in  the 
future.  This  is  the  best  we  can  do  at  this  writ- 
ing 

Among  the  happenings  of  late  the  following 

occurred : 

Bros.  Schmidt  and  Shannon  enjoyed  one  day 
duck  shooting.  They  got  everything  that  goes 
with  an  excursion  of  this  kind  (except  the  ducks). 

Bro.  Philbrook,  I “13,”  recently  returned  from 
St.  Louis,  where  he  attended  the  World’s  Fair. 

Bro.  Wahlfarth  has  quit  the  wandering  Willi; s 
and  has  become  a Benedict.  Congratulations  are 
in  order. 

Bro.  Lange  secured  a three  months’  leave  of 
absence  this  summer.  Rumor  has  it  he  went  to 
the  wilds  of  Wyoming,  and  took  unto  himself  a 
wife.  Bro.  Lange  most  emphatically  denies  the 
rumor.  Hence,  wc  don’t  smoke. 

Bro.  Immler  has  been  on  a leave  of  absence 
for  the  past  three  months  visiting  friends  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  State.  Particulars  are  lack- 
ing. 

Brothers,  the  time  has  again  arrived  for  the 
payment  of  the  semi-annual  dues,  and  all  should 
be  as  prompt  as  possible  in  making  their  remit- 
tances, as  this  will  keep  you  in  good  standing, 
and  save  the  S.  & T.  all  kinds  of  work  and 
trouble.  Remember  we  are  unable  to  do  any 
business  on  wind. 

One  more  pointer,  always  give  the  company 
first-class  service.  If  any  grievance  take  the  mat- 
ter up  in  the  regular  way.  Remember  this  is  all 
the  backing  your  committee  will  have  in  the  way 
of  argument  to  secure  further  concessions,  and 
it  depends  on  the  members  to  a certain  extent 
what  we  get,  and  not  altogether  on  your  com- 
mittee. Mike. 

Kansas  City  Division — 

Our  second  meeting  since  becoming  a system 
division  was  held  in  Labor  Hall,  Ottumwa,  on 
November  13.  To  say  it  was  a rousing  gopd  meet- 
ing and  chuck  full  of  enthusiasm  from  beginning 
to  end  is  putting  it  mildly.  With  forty-four  broth- 
ers and  one  sister  present*  things  mored  right 
along. 

We  were  all  agreeably  surprised  to  sec  so  many 
present,  and  voted  our  officials  royal  good  fellows 
for  relieving  so  many  of  us,  and  furnishing  toe 
extra  tram  service  necessary  to  get  us  in.  which 
necessitated  running  a special  from  Chillicothe 
and  an  extra  from  Marion.  Nos.  3 and  8 gave 
the  east  division  boys  good  service. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  cur  worthy 
local  chairman,  Doherty,  Bro.  Hoagland  acting  as 
s.cntary.  Regular  order  of  business  was  taken 
up  and  gone  through  with.  Many  questions  of 
interest  were  discussed. 

Bro.  Jno.  Noland  presented  application  of  Thos. 
N<!a'd.  and  Bro.  Richards  of  Alfred  Sanford. 
Both  were  duly  passed  on. 

After  we  adjourned  Supt.  Laas,  Chief  Dispatcher 
Anderson  and  Trainmaster  Richards  called,  and 
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each  in  turn  made  a short  speech,  which  was  very 
complimentary. 

Mr.  Lass,  gave  us  some  good  advice  which  we 
should  heed. 

AVe  had  a social  visit  for  an  hour  or  so,  and 
then  started  for  home,  all  feeling  that  we  had 
had  a pleasant  day,  and  that  we  had  the  b;st  set 
of  officials  to  work  for  that  could  be  found  any 
where.  We  all  misfed  the  brothers  from  west 
division,  but  train  service  was  such  that  they 
could  not  well  get  in,  but  we  hope  to  have  an- 
other meeting  some  time  soon,  which  will  probably 
be  in  Chillicothe,  and  that  will  give  them  a chance 
to  get  in. 

I will  not  attempt  to  give  a write-up  of  the 
div-sion  this  month,  as  I have  not  been  able  to 
get  news  from  cast  and  west  divisions,  but  will 
promise  you  one  for  next  month. 

Div.  Cor. 


C.  & M.,  C.  & E.,  and  Janesville  Line — 

T had  the  pleasure  of  making  a trip  over  the 
third  district  the  first  week  of  November,  and 
am  glad  to  rejfort  that  I found  conditions  pleasing, 
with  a few  minor  exceptions,  over  the  entire  dis- 
trict, with  the  C.  & M.  Division  ioo  per  cent,  and 
all  that  I was  able  to  see  reported  that  the  schedule 
was  working  all  right,  and  that  they  were  very 
well  satisfied  with  the  conditions,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  conditions  before  the  C.,  M.  & St.  P. 
was  scheduled. 

I was  unable  to  see  a few  account  being  unable 
to  make  connections  with  trains,  but  will  attempt 
to  see  those  who  I was  obliged  to  miss  at  a later 
date.  On  the  Janesville  line  I found  a few  non- 
members  at  this  time,  and  one  of  those,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Baurcr,  requested  that  I leave  a set  of  applica- 
tions blanks,  and  that  he  would  do  the  right  thing 
at  an  early  date.  ' 

There  was  reported  to  me  cases  of  student- 
teaching, but  I was  unable  to  substantiate  this 
with  facts;  but  if  a case  comes  to  my  attention, 
and  the  offender  is  a member  of  the  Order,  I will 
immediately  take  steps  to  have  such  member  ex- 
pelled for  violation  of  obligation,  as  this  can  not 
be  permitted  under  any  circumstances. 

Bro.  R.  J.  Gjodncy,  regular  night  man  at  Oak- 
wood  acted  at  relief  agent  at  Buena  Park  for  a 
few  days,  also  at  South  Evanston  during  the 
past  month.  Think  that  Bro.  Goodney  was  also 
looking  up  some  of  his  old  lady  friends  (not 
meaning  that  they  are  so  very  aged,  but  of  good, 
old  reliable  acquaintance). 

Bro.  G.  E.  Miller,  regular  night  man  at  Lake, 
is  at  present  again  doing  a little  relief  work  in 
our  Chicago  dispatcher’s  office. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Fraser  is  a present  located  at  Liberty- 
ville,  111.,  I understand  permanently,  although 
Libertyville  is  located  some  distance  from  the 
Brand  Stove  Co.,  Genie  seems  to  he  prospering. 

Bro.  P.  B.  Pontius,  formerly  night  telegrapher 
on  the  C.  & M.  Division,  has  spent  the  last  couple 
of  years  working  around  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has 
returned  to  the  C.  & M.  Division,  and  is  acting 


as  relief  agent,  at  present  being  located  at  Fox 
Lake,  111 

Bro.  O.  C.  Tabbert,  who  has  been  on  the  extra 
list  for  some  time,  has  secured  a steady  position. 
Bro.  Tabbert  is  now  regular  night  man  at  Wads- 
worth. 

Bro.  H.  V.  Carpenter,  who  has  been  doing  con- 
siderable relief  work  on  the  Janesville  line  the 
past  summer,  is  again  back  to  his  regular  duties 
as  night  telegrapher  at  Truesdell,  Wis. 

There  seems  to  be  a very  busy  bunch  of  brothers 
on  the  south  end  of  the  C.  & M.  Division.  Never 
a hit  of  news.  It  seems  that  it  would  take  about 
seventeen  tons  of  the  best  yeast  that  Fle  shmann 
ever  manufactured  to  raise  a single  item  of  news. 
Why  this  quietude?  Come  on  now  altogether; 
try  it  once  more.  I am  positive  that  with  an 
extra,  real  hard,  effort  you  should  be  able  to  give 
us  at  least  one  little  item. 

Bro.  Ranking  is  at  present  holding  down  the 
day  position  at  Evanston,  extra,  while  Mr.  Wm. 
Fuilong  is  temporarily  located  at  Main  street, 
Evanston,  awaiting  the  appointment  of  a regular 
man  as  agent  at  that  vacancy. 

Bro.  Kennedy  met  with  quite  a serious  accident 
while  working  at  Belmont  avenue  tower,  falling 
from  the  top  to  the  ground,  a distance  of  nearly 
thirty  feet,  but  was  lucky  to  get  off  with  a 
sprained  arm,  ankle  and  a couple  of  fingers  out 
of  joint.  It  seems  almost  impossible  that  it  was 
not  much  worse. 

There  have  been  so  many  rapid  changes  in 
the  Chicago  terminals  of  late  that  it  is  impossible 
to  chronicle  all  of  them;  but  this  portion  of  the 
system  will  be  ably  taken  care  of  by  the  worthy 
local  chairman,  Bro.  Murbach. 

We  have  another  excellent  brother  at  the  round- 
house, Bro.  Sturgis,  who  is  always  busy  and  work- 
ing for  a much -needed  raise.  Bro.  Sturg's  aided 
the  work  of  Chicago  Division,  No.  91,  at  their 
last  reception  and  ball  by  disposing  of  forty- four 
tickets,  the  highest  number  of  any  other  mem- 
ber, which  speaks  for  itself  of  the  kind  of  a 
worker  the  brother  is. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Wagner,  one  of  the  levcrmen  at 
Pacific  Jet.  tower,  dropped  dead  of  heart  disease 
while  attending  to  his  duties  on  Thanskgiving 
day. 

It  is  more  than  possible  that  we  will  not  have 
a write  up  in  these  columns  in  January  account 
having  an  extra  volume  of  hard  work  all  during 
the  month  of  December,  but  hope  to  come  back 
good  and  strong  the  following  month,  and  with  the 
aid  of  the  members  dropping  me  a few  lines  from 
time  to  time,  of  what  has  happened  in  their  im- 
mediate vicinity,  hope  to  chronicle  all  the  news 
of  the  district  in  these  columns. 

As  you  are  all  aware  at  this  time  by  the  notices 
of  dues  that  it  is  time  that  you  dues  should  be 
paid,  and  a new  card  in  your  pockets  to  show 
that  you  are  good,  staunch  members  of  the  Order, 
and  not  of  the  lukewarm  kind,  but  the  real  stuff. 
I earnestly  request  that  all  members  who  have  not 
already  done  so,  remit  their  semi-annual  dues  at 
once.  Do  not  put  it  off,  but  remit  now. 

Local  Chairman. 
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Pere  Marquette  System. 

Bro.  O.  S.  Burke,  of  Sparta,  has  been  relieving 
E.  B.  Rich,  agent,  for  a couple  of  weeks.  “B” 
says  he  gained  five  pounds  while  acting  as  agent. 

Opr.  Nolan,  from  Canfield,  was  down,  and  made 
a pleasant  call  on  local  chairman  one  day  re- 
cently. Mr.  Nolan  says  he  is  coming  in  soon. 

Bro.  Roodhouse  is  back  at  “BW,”  days,  again. 

H.  A.  Lawrence  is  now  doing  the  owl  act  at 
White  Cloud,  and  Bro.  Workman  is  located  at 
Grand  Jet 

Bro.  J.  N.  Gaozan,  agent  at  Newoygo,  is  happy 
account  of  the  arrival  of  a — new  freight  house. 

Baggageman  Ray  Green,  of  Newoygo,  visited 
his  father  over  Sunday  at  Brethren. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Hopper  has  been  promoted  to  agency 
at  White  Cloud,  summer  resort,  where  he  has 
faithfully  performed  the  duties  as  day  telegrapher 
for  a number  of  years.  Joe  is  rejoicing  on  a 
brand  new  boy,  and  the  boy  is  learning  the. 
alphabet  now.  This  makes  Joe  two  O.  R.  T.  boys. 
Congratulations  from  Division  39. 

Bro.  Hutchinson,  agent  Bailey,  was  awakened 
in  the  night  recently  by  some  unknown  in  his 
chicken  coop.  “Happy"  quickly  dressed  and  ran 
over  to  Grant  and  got  Bro.  Hatton  out,  and  both 
mustered  up  courage  to  return  to  the  roost  only 
to  find  the  robber  gone,  and  two  of  Hutch’s 
roosters  gone,  but  on  the  floor  of  the  coop  Hatton 
picked  up  a ten  dollar  bill,  which  the  robber  had 
accidentally  lost,  and  the  boys  say  let  anyone  dare 
claim  the  money. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Burton,  late  of  Casnoia,  is  now  lo- 
cated at  Pellston,  G.  R.  & I.,  as  day  telegrapher. 

Bro.  Von  Vleit,  of  Bitely,  went  to  "KN,"  to 
look  it  over,  and  decided  he  would  remain  at 
“BF,"  the  remainder  of  his  railroad  career.  “V" 
says  his  night  man  is  O.  K.,  and  no  use  for  any 
other  making  application. 

Brothers,  what  do  you  think  of  a system  federa- 
tion? 

Understand  Bro.  J.  A.  Bush,  agent  Howell,  has 
resigned,  account  company  cutting  one  man  off. 
Don’t  blame  you,  brother. 

J.  T.  Dencen,  of  “GR,"  relay  office,  was  seri- 
ously hurt  in  a wreck  at  Elmdale,  caused  by  a 
passenger  train  running  into  an  open  switch. 

Everyone  get  busy  for  revised  schedule.  All 
of  you  nons  climb  in  the  wagon  if  you  wish  to 
reach  there  at  meal  time.  Cert.  68a. 


Chicago  Dhision — 

The  M.,  K.  Sc  T.  brothers  should  win  the  ad- 
miration of  all  the  telegraphers  of  the  universe 
in  their  determined  fight  to  cast  off  the  yoke  of 
oppression,  and  gain  the  rights  that  all  telegraphers 
should  possess. 

They  have  clearly  shown  the  material  organized 
labor  should  he  composed  of,  and  the  example 
they  arc  now  presenting  to  the  O.  R.  T.  will 
strengthen  the  Order  to  the  extent  that  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  the  Citizens'  Alliance,  Manufactur- 
ing Association  and  railroad  corporations,  or  any 
other  organization  antagonistic  towards  union 


labor,  will  not  be  able  to  make  an  impression 
against  it. 

Fight  it  out  boys,  and  don’t  give  in.  You 
can  not  help  but  win  before  long. 

With  the  3S,ooo  organized  telegraphers  in  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico,  the  lack  of 
funds  for  continuing  this  struggle  should  be  the 
least  obstacle  to  contend  with. 

I for  one  am  willing  Jto  donate  $a  per  month, 
or  more  if  necessary,  to  help  maintain  this  con- 
test This  is  a battle  of  capital  against  labor. 
Let  us  invest  a little  capital  with  the  labor  side, 
and  compel  it  to  win. 

I want  to  see  the  strike  carried  on  in  the  pres- 
ent lines,  stopping  and  pulling  new  men,  until 
the  Katy  will  have  to  pull  up  their  steel  or  allow 
it  to  rust. 

Let  every  brother  remit  his  portion  of  the 
amount  required,  and  offer  as  much  more  as  he 
can,  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  it. 

Cert.  163. 


Canada  Division — 

Our  brothers  on  the  American  side  will  think 
that  we  are  all  dead  over  here,  as  ^e  never  seem 
to  be  represented  in  The  Telegrapher.  I can 
not  understand  why  some  of  our  old  members 
never  contribute  anything  to  our  journal,  but  sup- 
pose each  one  is  waiting  for  some  one  else  to 
make  a move,  so,  although  I have  not  been  on 
the  P.  M.  R.  R.  very  long,  and  am  not  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  boys,  I thought  I would  see 
if  I could  not  contribute  a few  lines  for  our 
noble  Order. 

I think  as  a whole  we  are  pretty  strong  00 
our  end  of  the  road,  except  for  a few  old  fogies 
that  can  not  be  made  to  believe  that  the  O.  R.  T. 
has  ever  been  of  any  benefit,  but  you  will  always 
notice  these  same  fellows  putting  in  their  over- 
time slips  for  their  little  20  cents  per  hour,  or 
for  a special  call. 

Now,  boys,  let  us  each  single  out  one  non  apiece, 
and  go  after  him  hot  foot,  and  not  give  him  any 
peace  of  mind  until  we  land  him  safe  and  sound 
in  the  O.  R.  T.  harbor. 

The  time  has  about  arrived  when  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  the  renewal  of  our  schedule,  so 
let  us  stick  together  and  show  the  officials  that 
we  arc  not  weak  kneed,  but  intend  to  stay  united. 
And  let  me  tell  you  that  they  think  a good  bit 
more  of  a fellow  that  is  not  afraid  to  stand  up 
for  the  Order  to  which  he  may  belong.  They  have 
no  use  for  a fellow  that  they  can  scare  out  of 
the  Order.  What  the  railroad  wants  is  men  who 
have  backbone,  and  are  not  afraid  to  stand  up  for 
their  rights.  Cebt.  *61. 


Burlington  Route. 

Galesburg  Division — 

I regret  as  much  as  anyone  might  the  break 
ing  of  a long-established  precedent  which  has 
been  in  vogue  among  the  members  of  our  Order 
in  this  particular  section  of  Burlington  Division 
130  for  so  long  a time,  but  for  once  I am  going 
to  break  away  from  these  strings  of  timidity  and 
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fear  which  have  held  us  in  restraint  for  so  long, 
and  address,  in  ray  humble  way,  a few  words  of 
encouragement  and  hope  to  our  fellow  brethren 
on  the  Burlington  through  the  columns  of  our 
glorious  journal. 

Are  the  telegraphers  on  the  C,  B.  & Q.  or- 
ganized? Yes,  I guess  they  are  supposed  to  be, 
for  if  you  will  turn  to  the  back  of  your  journal 
and  look  in  the  list  of  organizations  you  will 
find  Division  No.  130  covers  the  lines  of  the 
Burlington  Route,  and  that  surely  would  not  be 
there  if  there  was  not  an  organization  among 
them.  But  they  do  not  have  much  to  say  about 
their  organization  when  accosted  regarding  it,  do 
they?  Oh  no,  they  are  waiting  for 

Gentlemen,  this  is  all  wrong.  If  we  are  going 
to  be  an  organized  road,  let  us  be  one  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  the  application  of  that  word, 
and  get  right  down  to  business  and  make  the 
three  letters  composing  the  symbol  of  the  O.  R.  T. 
mean  something  on  the  Burlington — make  them 
a symbol  to  be  respected  by  officials  as  well  as 
patrons  of  the  company,  because  back  of  them 
stands  a body  of  upright,  honorable  men — devoted 
citizens  of  our  great  free  America — who  demand 
not  unreasonable  and  outrageous  concessions,  but 
simply  their  rights.  That’s  all  we  want,  gentle- 
men, and  when  this  end  is  attained  you  may  feel 
assured  that  no  railroad  company  in  the  whole 
broad  land  will  be  able  to  boast  of  a better  and 
more  devoted  class  of  telegraphers  and  station 
men  than  the  Burlington,  and  the  sequel  to  it 
all  would  be  an  increase  in  earnings,  an  improve- 
ment in  the  class  of  service,  which  would  ten 
times  counterbalance  the  slight  preliminary  sac- 
rifice upon  the  part  of  the  company.  Look  for 
one  brief  moment  at  the  railroad  systems,  and 
they  are  legion,  too,  which  have  recognized  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  and  placed  their  telegraphers 
and  station  employes  upon  the  plane  which  the 
high  grade  of  mental,  moral  and  physical  efficiency 
required  for  their  work  demands,  and  see  if  any 
one  of  these  same  systems  has  had  the  slightest 
just  cause  for  regretting  the  stand  they  have 
taken.  Not  one.  The  result  of  such  timely  action 
upon  their  part  is  plainly  evident  when  one  reads 
the  statements  showing  liberal  increases  in  earn- 
ings, when  one  notes  in  the  newspapers  the  lack 
of  distressing  wrecks  and  accidents  resulting  in 
the  loss  of  scores  of  human  lives  and  millions 
worth  of  property  on  these  roads  which  see  fit 
to  treat  their  employes  with  the  spirit  of  fairness 
and  justice  which  they  deserve  so  well.  But  there 
are  always  those  who  will  insist  upon  placing 
a millstone  around  their  necks,  and  to  whom  the 
oft- repeated  scriptural  quotation  might  be  truth- 
fully applied:  “When  the  light  that  is  in  one 

is  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness.’’  Aye, 
great  is  that  darkness  indeed  in  which  persons 
grope  blinded  by  prejudice  and  greed  to  the  ex- 
tent that  they  cannot  or  will  not  recognize  the 
truth  of  the  fact  that  the  betterment  of  the  con- 
dition of  their  employes  means  a far  greater 
betterment  of  their  own  interests,  and  an  im- 
piovement  in  the  amount  and  quality  of  service 


rendered  which  can  in  no  other  manner  be  at- 
tained. 

Boys,  do  you  know  what  is  the  matter?  There  is 
a general  leading  us,  and  do  you  know  his  name? 
He  is  the  same  old  general  who  was  so  much 
in  evidence  during  the  recent  political  campaign, 
more  especially  in  the  ranks  of  a certain  political 
party,  and  he  never  fails  to  make  his  appearance 
wherever  opportunity  offers  and  will  stay  until 
he  is  unceremoniously  taken  by  the  suspenders 
and  kicked  into  the  region  of  outer  darkness.  His 
name  is  General  Apathy,  and  his  chief  of  staff 
is  Timidity,  sometimes  called  Fear.  Let  us  grab 
them  "by  the  suspenders  at  once,  boys,  and  give 
them  each  a rousing  good  kick  into  the  outer 
darkness,’  and  shake  ourselves,  and  get  down 
to  business.  Isn’t  it  high  time?  Let  me  suggest 
a way  for  starting.  As  we  all  know,  our  division 
is  not  represented  in  the  journal  as  it  should  be. 
Suppose,  then,  we  make  next  month  a banner 
month  in  the  columns  of  our  journal  for  the 
Burlington  Route.  Let  us  see  just  how  many 
real,  live  members  of  the  O.  R.  T.  there  are  on 
our  system,  and  see  if  we  cannot  do  something 
to  get  old  General  Apathy  and  Lieutenant  Timidity 
off  the  throne  for  awhile,  and  stir  up  a little  en- 
thusiasm in  our  midst.  I am  sure  Bro.  Quick 
will  grant  us  all  the  space  we  may  require,  for 
it  will  most  assuredly  be  used  in  a good  cause. 
Therefore,  let  every  member  of  our  Order  on  the 
Burlington  Route  who  thinks  he  is  entitled  to, 
and  by  right  should  receive  better  compensation 
for  his  labor,  and  shorter  hours,  1 say  let  everyone 
write  to  the  journal  and  say  so,  and  if  this  is 
done  we  will  have  such  a glorious  revival  of  the 
work  of  our  Order  on  the  old  Burlington  as 
will  carry  all  opposition  before  it,  and  we  will 
soon  be  accorded  the  rights  to  which  we  are  en- 
titled. But  to  attain  this  end  every  man  must  do 
his  duty.  If  it  is  only  two  or  three  lines,  send 
it  in  and  let  us  have  an  unanimous  expression 
from  our  members  as  to  what  we  want,  and 
what  we  are  bound  eventually  to  obtain.  Don’t 
sit  down  and  think,  “Oh,  there’ll  be  plenty  with- 
out me.  All  I could  say  would  not  amount  to 
much.’’  There  will  be  too  many  say  that.  Get 
right  to  work,  and  write  what  you  think,  and  I 
trust  every  certificate  number  on  our  division 
will  be  affixed  to  the  end  o>f  an  article  in  our 
journal  next  month,  and  in  addition  to  this,  work 
with  all  your  might  to  inspire  all  members  whom 
you  come  in  contact  with  enthusiasm  for  our 
glorious  cause,  work  night  and  day  for  the  con- 
version of  the  nons  in  your  vicinity,  show  our 
officials  as  well  as  the  public  that  the  letters 
O.  R.  T.  stand  for  something,  and  that  that  some- 
thing is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  inalien- 
able right  God  has  bestowed  upon  every  human 
being,  or  more  broadly  speaking,  upon  every  liv- 
ing thing — the  right  to  work  in  accordance  with 
his  capabilities  and  to  receive  a just  share  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labor. 

Brethren,  let  us  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
and  push,  push  with  all  the  strength  we  possess, 
and  with  the  slogan  of  “Equal  rights  to  all,  special 
privileges  to  none,”  made  famous  by  a mighty 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1578 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


advocate  of  the  people’s  rights  long,  long  years 
ago,  forge  to  the  front,  and  who  shall  say  we  will 
not  conquer? 

Let  us  begin  with  a rallying  of  opinions  in  the 
columns  of  our  journal,  and  each  member  should 
be  sure  to  write  right  now,  just  what  he  thinks 
of  our  battle  for  justice. 

Who  will  be  the  fiist? 

Sleepy  Ham. 


Alliance  Dirnsion — 

I regret  to  say  that  during  the  past  two  or 
three  months  nothing  has  appeared  in  The  Teleg- 
rapher from  the  Alliance  Division,  perhaps  for 
the  reason  that  the  local  chairman  has  been  away 
on  a vacation,  the  first  one  in  four  years.  During 
his  absence  it  would  appear  that  there  was  not 
much  to  write  about,  therefore  no  one  thought 
it  worth  while  to  undertake  it. 

Matters  on  the  division  seem  to  be  in  pretty 
good  condition  with  the  exception  that  the  new 
division  from  Alliance  to  Sterling  seems  to  be 
a little  in  the  background,  and  I hope  the  broth- 
ers new  on  that  line  will  make  it  their  duty  to 
get  every  non  in  the  fold  within  the  next  sixty 
days.  The  writer  would  very  much  like  to  take 
a trip  over  the  division,  and  call  on  each  non  as 
well  as  each  brother,  and  talk  over  matters  of 
importance  to  all,  but  it  is  impracticable  to  do  so, 
therefore  each  brother  should  keep  in  touch  with 
the  local  chairman  and  general  secretary  with  re- 
gard to  O.  R.  T.  matters.  Everything  of  interest 
to  us  should  be  brought  up  by  correspondence  if 
not  through  a meeting,  that  all  may  be  informed 
as  to  everything  of  interest  to  each  and  every  one. 
It  is  beyond  question  that  if  everything  is  left 
to  the  general  secretary  and  the  local  chairman 
to  do,  something  must  be  left  undone,  to  the 
detriment  of  all.  Too  little  attention  is  given 
these  matters  by  the  members  individually.  You 
are  scattered  about  over  the  division,  and  perhaps 
many  things  of  importance  to  us  come  to  your 
notice  quite  often,  and  never  reach  the  local  chair- 
man, or  any  of  the  officers,  for  the  reason  that 
no  one  had  the  time,  much  less  cared  not  enough 
about  our  condition  to  mention  them,  when,  if 
the  matters  had  been  brought  to  the  proper  ones, 
the  conditions  could  have  been  bettered.  We 
must  have  the  combined  efforts  of  every  member 
to  win  out,  and  if  all  but  a very  few  are  going 
to  shirk  and  leave  it  to  the  officers  to  do  all  the 
work  it  is  certainly  not  unwise  to  say  that  we 
will  drag  somewhat.  An  army  cannot  succeed  in 
battle  unless  it  has  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
the  men,  if  all  the  fighting  is  left  to  the  officers 
alone,  defeat  is  certain.  Brothers,  this  is  our 
condition  exactly.  We  need  the  efforts  of  every 
brother  to  push  this  matter  to  its  utmost.  If  we 
do  not  have  your  assistance,  we  must  not  condemn 
the  Order  of  the  officers  for  failure.  Do  not  look 
to  others  to  do  what  you  ought  to  be  doing  your- 
self. In  other  words,  do  not  hoe  your  neighbor’s 
garden  until  you  have,  hoed  your  ow  n,  and  have 
it  in  proper  condition.  Do  not  condemn  some- 
one else  for  our  condition.  First  see  if  you  have 
done  your  duty,  and  have  assisted  in  this  work 


as  much  as  you  should.  It  is  quite  the  act  of 
human  nature  for  one  to  wait  upon  another  to 
do  something  he  ought  to  have  been  doing  him- 
self. If  you  know  of  a friend  who  is  a non 
write  him  a good  letter  if  you  can’t  see  him  per- 
sonally. Show  him  his  position,  endeavor  with 
good  logic  to  get  him  to  put  in  his  application. 
Above  all  means  refrain  from  the  use  of  harsh 
language  to  win  him.  If  good,  sensible  logic 
will  not  get  him,  abusive  language  or  letters  will 
not.  This  is  certain. 

The  general  secretary  and  treasurer  has  more 
work  than  he  can  do.  Any  brother  thinking  that 
he  has  not  should  make  him  a visit.  Just  see  for 
yourself;  you  will  ask  no  questions  them.  It  was 
my  good  fortune  to  visit  the  general  offices  in 
St.  Louis  during  my  vacation.  Met  Bros.  Perham. 
Thurston,  and  many  others  there.  Bro.  Quick 
was  absent.  The  work  as  carried  on  there  is  more 
than  pleasing  to  me,  and  any  brother  that  thinks 
there  is  not  much  to  O.  R.  T.-ism  should  make 
the  general  offices  a visit.  It  will  put  new  life 
into  each  and  every  brother  to  go  there,  and  he 
will  have  a different  feeling  than  ever  before. 
You  cannot  imagine  the  business  done  there. 

New  local  chairmen  have  been  elected  for  all 
divisions  east  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  on  the 
western  division  west  of  the  river,  then  will  fol- 
low the  election  of  general  chairman.  All  broth- 
ers, of  course,  understand  that  Bro.  Lies  resigned 
seme  time  ago  account  of  going  out  of  the  rail- 
road service.  This,  of  course,  puts  us  behind  con- 
siderable. 

All  brothers  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  time 
is  near  at  hand  to  pay  dues,  do  not  let  this  im- 
portant matter  be  overlooked.  If  each  brother 
will  send  in  his  dues  early  it  will  save  the  general 
secretary  a great  amount  of  work. 

It  is  reported  that  the  divisions  west  of  the 
Missouri  river  are  in  the  best  condition  of  the 
whole  Burlington  System  Division  130,  that  is,  in 
membership,  etc.  Brothers,  let  us  make  it  better. 
We  can  if  we  will  do  our  part.  Let  each  brother 
ask  for  application  blanks,  and  get  down  to  busi- 
ness, and  do  as  the  minister  said  one  time:  “Let 

each  brother  bring  in  a convert  with  him.”  I 
hope  to  see  the  time  when  all  will  be  converted. 
It  is  a righteous  cause,  and  we  need  everyone  in 
the  fold,  but  it  w'ill  take  your  assistance  with  ours 
to  do  it.  A great  many  brothers  are  getting  un- 
easy, anti  are  asking  why  are  we  not  doing  some- 
thing. Look  at  yourself.  What  have  you  been 
doing?  Have  you  done  your  duty?  Usually  the 
ones  that  complain  the  most  are  those  that  filled 
out  their  applications  and  received  their  card, 
and  since  then  they  have  not  made  a move 
towards  building  up  the  Order;  have  been  wait- 
ing all  this  time  for  some  one  else  to  get  the 
nons  in.  Remember  the  saying  of  a noted  gen- 
eral, ‘‘Uncle  Sam  expects  every  man  to  do  his 
duty,”  referring  to  the  soldiers  in  the  field;  so 
too  does  the  O.  R.  T.  expect  every  man  to  do 
his  duty.  Your  part  well  done  leaves  no  chance 
for  a complaint.  All  will  be  pleased,  and  good 
results  will  eventually  be  the  reward  of  all  our 
efforts. 
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I notice  the  Sheridan  division  has  fallen  in 
the  rut  with  the  Alliance  and  Northern  Divisions 
— no  write-ups  for  some  time.  We  all  need  an 
awakening.  At  this  time  I cannot  recall  any 
news  of  much  importance.  Everything  seems  in 
good  condition;  no  complaints  have  been  received. 
There  arc  a number  of  changes,  but  as  they  have 
not  been  reported,  and  I am  not  acquainted  with 
them,  I am  not  able  to  inform  you  here. 

The  question  of  a $75  minimum  seems  to  hold 
fire  well  in  The  Telegrapher.  We  can  never 
reach  it  until  some  one  makes  the  start  in  the 
right  direction  for  it.  The  matter  must  be  taken 
up  by  the  combined  strength  of  the  O.  R.  T. 
throughout  the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  not  simply  by 
a division  or  a system  division  at  a time.  Get 
down  to  business,  with  business  principles,  to- 
gether with  the  right  kind  of  push,  and  it  will 
come,  and  great  will  be  the  coming.  Under  the 
present  and  past  way  in  which  this  has  been  dis- 
cussed, we  are  as  far  distant  as  we  were  when 
the  discussion  first  started  for  the  $75  minimum. 
Boys,  there  has  been  too  many  castles  built  in 
the  air.  Suppose  a great  army  in  the  field  would 
discuss  their  manner  of  attack  for  ten  years,  and 
would  never  make  a move  toward  the  enemy,  what 
would  be  the  outcome?  They  would,  perhaps, 
be  still  standing  in  their  tracks  waiting  for  their 
leader  to  formulate  a plan  of  attack.  You  can, 
therefore,  see  our  position  on  this  important  mat- 
ter. What  will  you  do? 

Fraternally, 

M.  J.  Johnson. 


Western  Division — 

I am  sorry  to  say  we  have  but  few  members 
between  McCook  and  Akron.  Some  refuse  to  join 
through  fear  of  displeasing  the  officials,  some 
afraid  to  spend  a few  dollars,  although  they  are 
making  overtime  each  month  more  than  would 
pay  them  up  for  a year,  and  others  expect  to  be 
superintendents.  One  says:  “What’s  the  use  of 

my  joining  the  Order?  If  there  is  an  increase 
in  wages  1*11  get  the  benefit,  and  if  I join  and  a 
strike  is  called  I’ll  lose  my  job.”  iNow,  brothers, 
what  do  you  think  of  a man  of  that  caliber? 
Should  I write  again  I’ll  probably  tell  you  his 
name.  I would  be  glad  to  see  the  U.  S.  mail 
cut  out  entirely,  but  do  not  expect  it  until  we 
are  solid.  I do  not  see  any  way  to  force  the 
W U.  to  pay  us  for  their  work,  as  they  pay  the 
railroads  a commission;  but  there  is  a way  to  cut 
out  a great  deal  of  it,  and  that  is  to  explain 
to  a customer,  as  is  often  the  case,  that  a postal 
will  answer  the  purpose  equally  as  well  as  the 
telegram,  and  thus  save  yourself  the  work  that 
you  would  do  for  nothing.  As  for  the  $75  mini- 
mum, I do  not  think  it  will  win,  as  there  are 
many  small  stations  that  are  not  worth  it;  but 
I believe  stations  should  be  rated  according  to  the 
work  that  is  done.  On  this  road  at  the  present 
time  there  is  absolutely  no  inducement  for  a man 
to  try  to  get  a better  station,  for  a station  that 
does  not  take  in  enough  to  pay  the  agent’s  salary 
is  worth  just  as  much  as  one  that  turns  in  two 
to  five  thousand  a month,  except  what  expres? 


commissions  are  paid.  This  is  an  injustice,  and 
make  a man  indifferent  about  trying  to  get  a 
better  place.  I am  glad  to  see  the  boys  on  the 
“Katy”  holding  out  so  well,  and  they  can  have  my 
little  contribution  each  month  as  long  as  I can 
get  the  coin,  and  I hope  they  will  stay  out  a 
year,  if  necessary.  I am  anxious  to  sec  that 
scab  list. 

If  this  appears  in  the  journal,  I may  come 
again.  Cert.  225. 


Iowa  Division — 


Not  seeing  anything  from  the  West  Iowa  Di- 
vision of  the  C.,  B.  & Q.  in  the  November  journal, 
I am  going  to  make  it  a point  to  see  that  we 
are  represented  in  the  December  number. 


The  first  endeavor  I will  make  is  to  run  a 
sandy  on  Bro.  Quick’s  good  nature,  and  if  I 
don’t  get  held  up  in  his  waste  basket,  the  rest 
of  you  fellows  will  have  to  stand  for  it,  although 

I can  sit  here  and  see  several  good  boys  who 
are  far  more  able  to  represent  us  in  a write-up 
than  yours  truly.  Nevertheless  I have  something 
to  say  and  am  going  to  say  it.  First,  I would  like 
to  ask  why  everything  is  becoming  so  quiet  on 
this  division?  I am  certain  that  we  have  a good 
number  of  good  O.  R.  T.  men  with  us,  although 
otie  can  hardly  tell  where  they  are,  as  they  are 
very  quiet  about  it.  I also  happen  to  know  some 
who  are  becoming  careless  and  indifferent.  To 
those  I wish  to  say  that  you  are  harming  your- 
self more  than  anybody  else.  I fell  safe  in  saying 
that  some  of  you  disinterested  parties  have  never 
been  out  among  strangers,  and  therefore  cannot 
realize  the  value  of  an  up-to-date  card.  While  I 
do  not  advocate  using  those  cards  for  a graft  with, 
which  to  work,  good,  hard-working  men  that  re- 
spect them,  the  courtesies  that  one  will  receive 
on  account  of  being  able  to  carry  a card  is  well 
worth  the  money  invested  for  them.  One  thing 
in  particular  that  I wish  to  ask  you  to  consider 
is  the  nons  on  our  division.  Possibly  some  of 
you  don’t  think  that  we  have  any  of  that  kind 
of  people  with  us,  but  if  you  will  investigate  a 
little  you  will  find  some  good  timber  to  work  on. 

Only  a few  days  ago  I had  quite  an  adventure 
with  a notable  non  on  this  division.  After  writing 
him  several  letters  without  a reply  as  to  why 
he  would  not  come  into  the  Order,  I had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  him  for  a personal  interview. 

II  is  reason  for  staying  out  of  the  Order  was 

that  he  had  a certain  job  in  view,  and  was  afraid 
that  by  coming  into  the  Order  that  he  would 
displease  the  “old  man,”  and  not  gain  his  promo- 
tion. When  asked  why  he  so  much  wanted  this 
particular  job,  his  reply  was:  “You  sec  it  pays 

$7.50  overtime  that  I don’t  get  on  these  other 
jobs.”  Well,  the  effect  of  such  a statement  is 
not  at  all  pleasing  when  one  is  powerless  to  con- 
vince such  a fellow  that  he  has  the  wrong  view. 
A man  of  this  type  is  not  only  disagreeable  to 
associate  with,  but  is  dangerous  to  have  on  the 
division.  If  that  paltry  sum  of  $7.50  looks  so 
like  a furniture  car  to  him,  what  would  a $60 
job  lock  like? 
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One  word  in  regard  to  the  handling  of  com- 
mercial business.  Cert.  No.  5956,  in  the  Novem- 
ber journal,  and  1289  in  the  October  journal,  are 
two  of  the  boys  after  my  own  heart  I for  one 
am  ready  any  time  to  cut  it  out  unless  they  will 
pay  us  for  handling  it. 

As  for  increase  of  salary,  the  per  cent  increase 
is  what  we  want  and  what  we  must  have.  Why 
not  start  a movement  at  once?  Do  you  know 
what  a 15  per  cent  increase  on  this  division 
would  mean?  It  would  mean  a 99  per  cent  in- 
crease in  organization.  I have  in  mind  several 
on  this  division  who  are  holding  out  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  see  if  there  is  really  anything  in 
sight.  I wish  some  good  brother  would  take  up 
this  work,  and  keep  the  ball  rolling,  and  let  us 
try  to  keep  our  home  division  on  a par  with 
other  divisions  of  the  Burlington  as  well  as  other 
roads. 

Will  cut  out  and  wait  the  effect  of  this  spasm 
on  the  readers  of  this  good  book,  and  if  an- 
other opportunity  affords  may  come  again. 

Pat  Crowb. 


Lincoln  Division — 

Who  said  the  Burlington  * was  dead?  Why  we 
have  actually  been  represented  in  our  noble  journal 
three  months  in  succession  (if  this  finds  a room 
to  rent).  While  on  my  vacation  recently  I had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  our  General  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  who  spent  quite  an  effort  to 
show  me  how  the  Burlington  was  lined  up.  Our 
membership  now  numbers  nearly  900,  but  they 
are  not  all  in  good  standing,  there  being  a few 
who  have  allowed  their  dues  to  run  behind.  I 
think,  though,  in  most  cases  it  is  members  who 
have  left  the  service,  and  as  the  expense  is  quite 
heavy  in  hunting  a job,  his  address  is  forgotten, 
and  we  never  hear  from  him  again  until  his 
name  comes  in  from  some  other  territory  seeking 
membership  again. 

Brothers,  if  you  don’t  keep  your  secretary  ad- 
vised of  your  change  of  address  you  will  not 
get  half  your  mail.  You  will  begin  to  think  there 
is  nothing  doing,  and  allow  yourself  to  run  be- 
hind because  you  are  not  posted  as  to  what  is 
going  on. 

I found  Bro.  Henry  working  like  a Turk  get- 
ting out  the  notices  of  dues,  and  it  surprised  me 
to  learn  that  there  would  be  about  ten  per  cent 
of  them  come  back  undelivered  on  account  “moved 
away,  left  no  address.”  He  showed  me  a pile  of 
mail  that  would  fill  an  ordinary  mail  pouch,  that 
had  been  returned  during  the  past  year.  Thus 
your  negligence  proves  an  injury  to  you,  and  is 
discouraging  to  those  who  try  to  keep  the  ball 
rolling,  and  must  have  a bad  effect  on  our  progress. 

Now,  a few  lines  on  general  topics.  The  $75 
minimum  for  instance.  I believe  if  this  was  put 
to  a vote  that  a certain  per  cent  of  increase  in 
pay  would  carry  almost  unanimously.  We  all 
have  a plan.  We  all  say  united  effort  all  at  once 
now  is  the  opportune  time,  etc.  Can  some  one 
say  why  action,  has  not  been  taken  when  so  many 
willing  hands  are  ready?  I believe  I can.  We 
are  not  thoroughly  organized.  When  we,  the  teleg- 


raphers of  the  United  States,  can  muster  up  the 
courage,  and  convince  our  employes  that  we  are 
there  officially  representing  the  tclergaphers  of 
the  United  States  then,  and  not  until  then,  will 
we  receive  anything  like  fair  treatment — a 20 
per  cent  raise  or  a $75  minimum.  If  we  will 
spend  as  much  of  our  time  organizing  as  we  do 
talking  idly  it  will  not  be  many  moons  until  you 
see  a change,  and  then  you  can  scarcely  see  how 
it  came  about. 

Now,  as  there  is  a ground  on  west  and  wire 
open  west,  I will  take  a nap. 

Robinson  Crusoe. 


P.  A L.  E.  Ry. 

Send  in  your  contributions  to  the  Protective 
Fund. 

There  seems  to  be  no  other  member  of  the 
Order,  except  one,  on  this  pike  who  takes  any 
interest  whatever  in  anything  tending  to  better 
himself  or  any  one  else.  This  should  not  be, 
and  I think  if  they  were  hit  with  a brick  to  awaken 
them  to  the  condition  of  affairs,  there  would  be  a 
tendency  to  remedy  some  of  the  various  evils. 
Do  not  go  to  sleep  when  you  are  needed  at  the 
front  to  do  something  to  benefit  yourself  and 
others  affiliated  with  you.  There  has  been  so 
much  blowing  about  a week  or  ten  days’  vacation 
each  year  with  pay  that  it  is  getting  to  be  an  old 
chestnut,  and  like  all  old  chestnuts,  is  becoming 
stale  and  not  acceptable,  and  getting  vacated  of 
any  good  it  might  have  contained.  I fail  to  see 
why  some  who  attend  the  meetings  at  Pittsburg 
do  not  bring  this  matter  up  for  consideration. 
If  I was  able  to  get  there,  it  would  be  nothing 
short  of  a “Dutch  sermon,”  and  good  and  hard 
at  that. 

Shorter  hours  should  be  a dominant  feature  of 
our  requests,  with  same  pay  as  we  are  now  re- 
ceiving. We  could  then,  at  least,  see  some  of  our 
family.  As  it  is  we  never  get  a chance  to  see 
the  younger  ones,  for  they  are  asleep  when  we 
leave  in  the  morning,  and  put  to  bed  before  we 
are  able  to  get  home  in  the  evening.  If  this  is 
living,  well  I fail  to  see  it  that  way.  Brothers, 
it  is  our  duty  to  ameliorate  our  present  conditions, 
and  get  at  least  something  that  has  the  appear- 
ance of  living,  not  existing  The  “Little  Giant” 
will  not  go  into  bankruptcy  if  we  do  get  better 
wages  or  shorter  hours,  for  it  is  the  best  mile 
basis  earning  road  in  the  country.  I think  we 
are  entitled  to  receive  a part,  at  least,  of  what 
we  earn.  Snow  is  beginning  to  fly.  Where  is 
your  supply  of  coal,  etc? 

The  right  spirit  of  S.  O.  & D.  was  shown  on 
this  line  a short  time  ago.  A brother  called  up 
an  office  and  asked  if  such  a telegrapher  was  a 
member.  In  being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
said:  ' That’s  all  that  saves  him  from  being  re~ 

ferred  to  the  chief.”  This  is  the  right  spirit,  and 
should  be  emulated,  as  it  is  the  keynote  of  sue- 
cuss.  However,  the  brother  who  caused  this  to  be 
the  case  has  no  room  for  excuse,  as  he  should 
be  more  considerate  of  the  telegraphers  out  along 
the  line.  There  are  better  men  out  on  the  Kne 
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when  it  comes  to  slinging  lightning  than  the 
brother  in  question.  Because  one  works  in  the 
general  office  does  not  necessarily  make  him  an 
expert 

A number  of  the  boys  from  this  division  wept 
to  Pittsburgh  on  evening  of  November  19,  1904, 
to  attend  a meeting  and  banquet  of  Division  No, 
52.  All  returned  well  pleased  with  what  they 
heard,  saw  and  what  was  hard  to  see  only  for 
the  well-developed  waistcoats.  Am  sorry  I could 
not  have  been  there  on  account  “too  much  sick, 
John.” 

In  the  November  number  it  is  stated  that  Bro. 
Stonerode,  of  “SY”  tower,  had  gone  to  the  Union 
Pacific.  Such  is  not  the  case.  Bro.  “SM”  is 
back  at  work  again  after  a hard  case  of  the 
fever,  and  it  just  fills  the  boys'  wishes  for  him 
to  be  so.  Also  the  girls;  they  say  he  is  a nice 
boy.  We  all  agree. 

Bro.  A.  McBride,  West  Ellwood  Jet.,  father  of 
another  boy,  which  was  christened  a few  days 
ago. 

Bro.  F.  P.  Ketterer  now  working  night  “RK” 
permanently.  Was  at  Sharon  on  a visit,  I “13.” 
How  is  she,  “FD”? 

Bro.  H.  M.  Rieker  now  working  nights  regular 
at  New  Castle  Jet.  “RK”  becoming  too  strenuous 
for  him. 

Bro.  E.  C Ferree,  Monaca,  days,  now  located 
somewhere  in  the  West.  Can’t  say  where,  but 
think  in  the  Territory.  The  wishes  of  the  boys 
go  with  you,  “FR.” 

Bro.  R.  K Dalrymple,  agent  Colons,  up  to  his 
neck  in  work,  but  says  he  can  hold  it  down. 
,4XO”  is  all  to  the  good,  and  has  the  prettiest 
station  on  the  line. 

Bro  H.  H.  Kressley,  Aliquippa  Park,  days,  off 
on  a vacation.  Was  relieved  by  Bro.  Williams, 
who  is  the  regular  night  man,  and  a telegrapher 
named  Jones.  Have  been  unable  to  say  if  he 
has  the  necessary  pasteboards  or  not.  How  about 
it,  “HU”? 

Mr.  G.  F.  Spengler,  agent  Shousetown,  off  get- 
ting married.  I see  he  believes  in  unions,  so  1 
want  him  to  take  out  his  citizen  papers,  and  get 
aboard  the  band  wagon.  Do  not  make  any  more 
promises,  for  they  arc  getting  rather  out  of  date, 
and  it  pays  to  keep  abreast  the  times. 

A new  school  of  butchering  has  opened  up  at 
"MA,”  general  yard  office,  under  the  management 
of  Prof.  Ramsdell. 

This  is  enough  hot  air  for  one  time,  so  I will 
cut  out.  Cert.  1517- 


Erie  Ry. 

Cincinnati  Division , East — 

Can  some  brother  be  induced  to  contribute  a 
few  notes  of  interest  each  month,  as  that  is 
what  makes  our  journal  what  it  is,  and  I am  so 
situated  that  I am  unable  to  hear  and  learn  of 
things  that  would  prove  interesting  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

The  new  stretches  of  sidings  are  giving  more 
employment  to  the  craft,  and  at  interlocking  wages, 


and  even  at  that  it  is  not  enough,  for  it  is  no 
fun  to  run  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  throw 
switches. 

The  past  few  meetings  have  not  been  as  well 
attended  as  they  should  have  been,  as  there  is 
business  that  should  be  transacted  with  all  mem- 
bers present,  if  possible.  You  all  know  what  I 
refer  to. 

The  following  changes  have  been  made: 

“GA”  tower  to  east  end  of  Mikon  switch,  Bro. 
Haley  days,  and  Opr.  Sweet  at  nights. 

“BA”  tower,  west  end,  opened  by  Bro.  Lory, 
days,  and  Bro.  Faulke,  nights. 

“MA”  tower,  east  end  of  Madison,  switch,  Bro. 
Stough,  days,  and  Bro.  Studt,  nights. 

All  these  men  are  compelled  to  handle  the 
switches. 

Once  again  we  are  called  upon  to  chronicle 
the  death  of  a brother.  Bro.  Pletcher  died  at  his 
home  in  Greenfield,  Ohio,  from  blood  poisoning 
developed  while  working  at  Silver  Creek.  Cin- 
cinnati East  Division  sent  a floral  tribute,  but 
none  of  the  members  were  present  account  of  it 
being  on  another  road.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  and  sent  to  his  wife  and 
daughter: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  God  in  His  infinite 
wisdom  to  remove  from  our  ranks  our  brother 
and  colaborer,  and  to  take  his  place  above  in  a 
house  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens, 
and  while  we  bow  to  His  inevitable  decree,  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  regret  the  untimely  death  of 
our  brother,  who  was  a true  member  of  our  Or- 
der, and  loving  husband  and  a kind  father,  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Erie  System  Di- 
vision 42  extend  to  the  wife  and  daughter,  father, 
mother  and  brother  our  sincere  sympathies  in  the 
hour  of  their  bereavement,  and  a copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  presented  to  the  family,  and  pub- 
lished in  our  official  journal. 

J.  W.  Tynan, 

J.  S.  Collier, 

G.  J.  Moyer. 

Committee. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  there  is  a rumor 
current  that  the  chief  dispatcher’s  resignation  has 
been  requested.  We  don’t  like  to  see  anyone  lose 
out  that  way,  but  it  is  the  way  they  sometimes 
throw  it  into  us. 

There  are  a great  many  things  that  need  looking 
after.  Committee  should  go  to  New  York  if  for 
no  other  reason  that  to  let  them  know  we  are 
alive,  and  still  doing  business  at  the  old  stand. 

The  night  office  at  Pavonia  has  been  closed  as 
a telegraph  office,  and  all  day  man  has  to  do  is  to 
wait  for  locals.  Nice  thing,  but  look  at  overtime 
he  will  make. 

The  overtime  clause  in  schedule  is  not  being 
lived  up  to  by  certain  men.  Boys,  if  you  are 
compelled  to  work  overtime,  send  it  in,  and  see 
that  you  get  it. 

The  brothers  are  not  taking  any  vacations  at 
present,  and  I suppose  they  will  all  try  and 
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go  home  Thanksgiving,  and  eat  turkey  with  their 
parents. 

That’s  what  I intend  to  do  if  I can  get  away, 
the  first  time  in  eight  years. 

Cert.  216. 


Mahoning  Division — 

At  the  present  time  your  correspondent  can 
chronicle  the  following: 

Coles,  nights,  has  been  bid  in  by  Sherman  Hart. 
Walter  Post,  day  man  at  Coles,  has  resumed  work 
after  enjoying  a week’s  vacation,  Raymond  Meek 
being  the  relief. 

H.  W.  Barnes  gets  “YO,”  Youngstown,  days, 
on  the  last  advertisement  of  that  office. 

W.  J.  Holbrook,  one  of  the  day  men  at  Leavitts* 
burg,  has  been  off  a week  hunting  rabbits,  and 
it  is  rumored  that  of  necessity  the  State  solons 
will  be  required  to  revise  the  game  laws  so  as 
to  provide  only  one  day’s  hunting  hereafter. 

Your  scribe  took  in  telegrapher’s  day  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  Saturday,  November  19,  and  attended 
joint  meeting  of  O.  R.  T.  and  C.  T.  U.  A.  in 
evening  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  on  Fifth  avenue,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  largest 
gathering  of  telegraphers  I ever  attended,  there 
being  between  five  and  six  hundred  telegraphers 
present,  including  quite  a number  of  lady  mem- 
bers of  both  organizations.  T.  M.  Pierson,  Second 
Vice-President,  ably  represented  the  O.  R.  T., 
while  Bro.  Small,  President  of  C.  T.  U.  A.,  rep- 
resented the  commercial  people. 

The  meeting  that  was  to  be  held  at  Youngs- 
town on  the  19th  was  postponed  to  night  of 
December  17,  on  account  of  everybody  wanting 
to  go  to  the  Pittsburgh  meeting. 

Now,  just  a few  words  from  the  ambassador, 
and  then  will  close.  The  ambassador  says  that 
most  governments  in  the  past  have  been  set  up 
and  maintained  by  force  of  arms,  while  to  you 
is  extended  the  privilege  of  setting  up  and  main- 
taining your  self-government  by  force  of  intelli- 
gence, instead  of  being  equipped  with  firearms. 
He  who  governs  the  universe  has  seen  to  it  that 
you  one  and  all  are  equipped  with  brains.  Now, 
if  you  don’t  believe  this  statement  you  might  in- 
vestigate and  find  out.  He  also  provided  one 
to  drdl  or  teach  you  how  to  become  skilled  in 
their  use,  along  the  lines  of  producing  the  great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  number. 

It’s  up  to  you  as  to  the  use  you  put  these  to, 
as  to  bow  high  up  you  can  set  your  government, 
and  how  long  you  can  maintain  it. 

Div.  Cor. 


1 ioga  Division - 

It  is  very  seldom  we  see  anything  in  the  journal 
from  the  Tioga  division,  notwithstanding  the  boys 
are  all  lined  up  in  the  grand  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers. 

Pine  City  is  still  held  down  by  Bro.  Bush. 

Bro.  Scelye,  of  Lawrcnceville.  worried  no  more 
when  the  company  forced  him  to  run  the  station 
alone  than  when  he  had  his  helper,  but  the  good 
old  reliable  soon  saw  their  mistake  and  reinstated 
his  helper. 


Bro.  Ray  Alford,  who  has  been  on  the  division 
as  long  as  any  of  the  boys,  and  turned  out  some 
good  telegraphers,  has  abandoned  the  business,  and 
is  a true  O.  R.  T.  boy. 

Bro.  Ferguson,  a solid  O.  R.  T.,  and  a staunch 
Democrat,  we  are  very  sorry  to  say  was  on  the 
wrong  ticket  when  running  for  representative. 
George,  we  would  like  to  have  you  there,  and  we 
all  voted  for  you. 

Bro.  Ryan,  a good,  big-hearted  fellow,  at  Lan- 
drus,  Pa.,  thinks  he  did  not  care  to  shoulder  the 
troubles  as  agent  at  Hoytvillc. 

At  Hoytville,  the  terminal,  we  find  Mr.  Wheeler. 
Understand  he  is  an  agent,  and  not  a telegrapher. 
Hope  he  continues  so.  Don’t  know  how  many 
he  has. 

Bro.  McEntee,  at  Blossburg,  why  don’t  you 
■wake  up,  and  give  us  an  item  once  in  awhile? 

Bro.  Wilcox,  of  Jackson  Summit,  I am  afraid 
you  have  about  run  your  race  to  Tioga,  unless 
you  take  Bro.  Stevens  along  as  a pilot. 

Now,  brothers,  if  I have  forgotten  some  of 
you  don’t  think  it’s  because  wrc  don’t  think  of 
you.  I will  call  again  and  haul  you  over  the 
banks. 

Bros.  Lewis  and  Tremaine  that  used  to  be  with 
us,  do  you  ever  think  of  the  Tioga,  and  where 
you  got  your  start? 

Here’s  hoping  that  the  “Katy”  boys  w ill  win 
before  I appear  in  the  journal  again. 

Div.  Cor. 


C incinnati  Division,  West — 

Another  meeting  at  Marion  with  six  members 
present,  which  tells  the  story — nothing  doing.  It 
has  about  arrived  at  the  point  where  we  will  have 
to  give  up  the  fight  or  get  some  interest  worked 
up.  We  can’t  drag  along  this  way  much  longer. 
It  has  been  proposed  that  we  have  something  out 
of  the  ordinary  for  next  meeting  at  Marion.  Let 
every  member  that  possibly  can  be  present  as  it 
will  be  well  worth  the  effort. 

Would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  brothers 
to  a little  booklet  sent  to  the  agents  some  time 
ago,  entitled  “Get  Out  or  Get  In  Line.’’  This,  of 
course,  was  intended  for  a purpose,  which  is  a 

good  idea  for  us  to  follow.  So  long  as  we  accept 
the  employment  and  wages  named  by  the  com- 

pany we  should  devote  our  best  interest  to  their 
welfare,  for  by  so  doing  we  are  paving  the  way 
to  our  own  betterment. 

You  will  also  find  by  carefully  reading  the 
booklet  that  there  are  sonic  good  points  in  it  from 
a fraternal  standpoint.  The  title  itself  signifies 
much.  Especially  get  in  line  wuth  your  O.  R.  T. 
brothers,  as  there  lies  your  future  welfare. 

Out  of  the  last  advertised  vacancies  Bro.  Holy 
cross  secured  “GI”  tower,  Gabon,  nights,  and 

Bro.  Lewis,  Peoria,  days.  Suppose  “TC”  had 

grown  tired  of  having  a lcverman  to  do  all  his 
work;  prefers  undivided  authority. 

Brothers,  we  still  have  a few*  nons  on  this  di- 
vision. Arc  you  doing  your  part  to  show  them 
their  faults,  and  get  them  in  with  the  majority? 

Cert.  577. 
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Concord  Division,  No.  105. 

Our  regular  meeting  was  held  November  19, 
with  good  attendarae,  but  not  what  it  should 
have  been,  especially^  this  time. 

Now,  brothers,  it  does  seem  as  though  you 
ought  to  take  more  interest  in  this  work,  and 
come  to  the  meetings.  It  is  only  once  a month. 
We  don’t  expect  to  get  every  member  at  one 
meeting;  that,  of  course,  is  impossible;  but  we 
would  like  to  see  all  the  brothers  that  haven’t 
been  at  all,  also  those  that  have  not  showed  up 
but  once.  Suppose  the  half-dozen  or  more  that 
attend  every  meeting,  also  woiking  for  the  in- 
terest of  all,  should  hang  back.  Where  would  we 
be?  Still  you  want  a schedule,  more  money  and 
better  hours,  and  expect  same  in  six  months’ 
time,  or  you  are  discouraged.  We  are  satisfied 
that  all  who  ask  permission  to  be  absent  to  attend 
our  meetings,  will  be  allowed  to  do  sto,  but  do 
not  stop  short  of  destination,  when  you  get  per- 
mission to  be  absent  for  this  purpose,  as  that  will 
not  help  us  any.  I wish  to  say  to  those  that 
left  the  train  a few  miles  north  of  Concord,  No- 
vember 19,  that  the  merchants  have  as  large  a 
display  in  Concord  of  shoes,  etc.,  as  the  little 
city  in  mind.  I heard  several  excuses  given  over 
the  wire  recently  that  it  was  not  known  when 
the  meetings  were  held.  Each  and  every  brother 
has  been  furnished  with  a notice  stating  when 
and  where  meetings  arc  held.  Furthermore,  you 
will  find  the  same  information  in  your  magazine. 

Now,  brothers,  it’s  up  to  you.  Don’t  say  you 
arc  unable  to  get  away,  and  that  you  do  not 
knew  when  meetings  are  held.  However,  do  not 
get  discouraged,  as  you  will  hear  more  in  a short 
time  for  your  good. 

At  our  October  meeting  Bro.  Colby,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  resigned,  account  lack  of  time  to 
properly  do  his  duty.  Bro.  B.  C.  Jones  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  to  whom  all  dues,  when  due, 
should  be  sent  from  brothers  on  Concord  Division. 

Brothers,  brace  up  and  see  how  large  a crowd 
we  can  have  at  our  next  meeting.  It  will  be 
worth  coming  to.  Set  aside  even  the  fairer  sex, 
as  Bro.  “AW”  does.  Cert.  15. 


C.  & N.  W.  Ry. 

Dakota  Division — - 

By  the  time  this  appears  in  The  Telegrapher 
we  will  have  held  another  meeting  at  Huron, 
which  it  is  expected  will  have  been  very  well  at- 
tended. Now  that  the  dull  season  is  coming  on 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  have  a 
regular  monthly  meeting,  which  can  be  made  very 
interesting  as  well  as  beneficial  to  us. 

The  time  is  now  drawing  near  for  semi-annual 
dues,  which  should  be  paid  as  promptly  as  possible, 
this  saving  Bro.  L.  R.  Kempkes,  to  whom  should 
be  remitted  the  $4  dues,  and  not  the  insurance 
premium,  which  goes  to  Bro.  L.  W.  Quick,  a 
great  deal  of  extra  work. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  nons 
which  we  had  on  the  division  this  summer  have 
diminished  to  a very  small  number,  and  with  con- 


stant work  by  the  good  brothers,  who  are  located 
near  the  remaining  nons,  we  will  be  able  to  say 
that  we  are  solid. 

We  suppose  that  the  brothers  in  Dakota  cele- 
brated after  the  result  of  the  election  was  known 
in  so  far  that  the  capitol  remains  at  Pierre.  It 
was  a hard  fight,  and  the  agents  put  in  a lot  of 
hard  work  through  the  campaign. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note,  after  Bro. 
J.  W.  Barbour’s  resignation  had  been  tendered 
and  accepted  that  Bro.  Thomas  Yates  gets  Arco, 
Minn.,  station  permanently.  Those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  Bro.  Yates,  and  the  conditions  sur- 
rounding Arco  can  readily  see  that  it  is  very  well 
fitted  for  him.  Bro.  Barbour  is  now  located  in 
Seattle,  Wash.,  working  in  his  brother’s  office. 

Bro.  J.  T.  Carl  is  now  located  at  Kampeska  for 
good;  makes  a good  batch  job. 

Bro.  A.  Moore,  of  Arlington,  went  from  Het- 
land  to  Rousseau,  where  a day  telegraph  office 
was  opened  up  until  after  election,  account  of 
the  Pierre  excursions.  An  office  was  opened  at 
Canning  also,  with  Bro.  Collins  in  charge. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Zeska  (he  is  a brother  by  this  time), 
who  was  at  Arlington,  nights,  until  November  9, 
went  to  Iroquois,  nights,  and  Bro.  A.  Moore,  to 
Arlington.  Bro.  N.  D.  Nutter  went  to  Garvin 
to  visit  with  his  brother  Fay  for  a short  time. 

Bro.  R.  C.  Margan  relieved  Bro.  A.  W.  Tyner, 
at  Redfield,  Bro.  Tyner  returning  to  Tyler,'  taking 
the  day  position  for  about  two  weeks  while  Bro. 
£.  M.  Ericksen  was  adjusting  his  troubles  with 
Mr.  Dailey. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Maxwell,  who  has  been  working 
nights  at  Tyler  for  some  time  past,  is  now  located 
at  Tracy  with  the  W.  U.  T.  Co.  Mr.  Priest  is  on 
a vacation  until  after  Xmas  time.  Mr.  Maxwell 
went  to  Arco  two  days  to  allow  Bro.  Yates  to 
attend  the  meeting  at  Huron,  November  25. 

Bro.  II.  D.  Harrington,  of  Balaton,  was  laid  up 
a few  days,  having  hurt  his  back  while  taking 
his  regular  morning  exercise.  Bro.  Carlaw  re- 
lieved him.  Bro.  Carlaw  went  to  Arlington  to 
relieve  Bro.  Reeve,  who  we  understand  has  gone 
into  the  grocery  business  at  Miller.  Good  luck 
to  you,  “R.” 

Bro.  R.  S.  Cameron,  nights  at  Brookings,  to- 
gether with  his  wife,  went  down  to  Waseca  Thanks- 
giving, returning  the  next  Friday. 

Night  offices  at  Lake  Benton  and  Balaton  were 
closed  November  23.  Bro.  Finnerty,  who  was  at 
Lake  Benton,  going  to  Lake  Preston  for  Thanks- 
giving Day,  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  worked  the 
last  few  nights  at  Balaton,  goes  back  to  his  old 
trade  of  grain  buyer  at  Balaton. 

We  have  a limited  supply  of  the  official  buttons, 
anyone  who  lias  not  got  one  can  secure  one  by 
writing  me  at  Tvler.  Every  brother  should  wear 
a button,  as  it  denotes  our  strength. 

Bro.  M.  A.  Young  has  quit  farming  for  this 
year,  and  is  now  working  at  Elkton,  days.  Glad 
to  see  him  back. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Nutter,  of  Garvin,  visited  with  his 
father  at  Vilas  a few  days  in  November.  His 
brother,  N.  D.  N.,  in  charge  of  Garvin  station 
during  his  absence. 
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Mr.  Delacy,  a brother  of  Joe  and  Chris.  Delacy, 
is  in  charge  as  cashier  at  Rediield. 

You  will  confer  a favor  on  us  if  you  would 
send  items  that  should  be  in  The  Telegrapher. 
We  cannot  keep  tab  on  the  whole  division,  but 
do  the  best  we  can. 

You  will  receive  notice  of  the  next  meeting 
in  time  to  arrange  to  attend,  and  let  us  have  a 
large  turnout  Div.  Cor. 


Cent.  Dist.  of  N.  & W.  Div. — 

Well!  Well!  Thought  I heard  some  one  say 
that  this  division  was  dead,  but  you  are  badly 
mistaken.  We  have  only  been  sleeping. 

After  looking  in  vain  for  a write-up  from  our 
division,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  in  a few 
lines  to  let  the  other  divisions  know  that  we  are 
still  on  the  map. 

We  are  proud  to  say  that  the  nons  and  students 
are  getting  hard  to  find  on  this  division,  but  there 
arc  still  a few.  Boys,  why  not  knock  this  student 
business  in  the  head,  and  get  after  what  nons 
there  are  left,  so  we  can  have  a good,  clean  di- 
vision? 

What’s  the  matter  with  having  another  meet- 
ing somewhere  on  our  division?  A short  time  ago 
Bro.  Briggs,  our  local  chairman,  suggested  that 
we  have  a meeting,  but  on  account  of  lack  of 
interest  which  seems  to  prevail  over  our  division, 
no  date  has  been  set.  Now,  this  will  never  do  at 
all.  If  we  want  to  make  our  Order  flourish  we 
must  do  something.  Of  course,  it  is  hard  for  the 
boys  at  one-man  stations  to  attend  these  meet- 
ings, but  where  there  are  two  or  more  men  at  a 
station  there  seems  to  be  no  excuse  for  not 
coming.  Even  if  we  cannot  attend,  we  should 
show  our  interest  in  what  is  being  done  to  make 
our  Order  a strong  one.  Well,  I have  jawed 
enough,  and  will  give  a few  of  the  happenings  on 
our  division. 

On  account  of  not  being  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  men  on  our  division  as  some  are,  I can 
not  give  the  exact  account  of  what  has  been  go- 
ing on,  but  will  do  the  best  I can. 

Mr.  J.  Brown  bid  in  the  day  job  at  the  dis- 
patcher’s office.  Glad  to  see  you  get  it,  “J,”  but 
would  also  like  to  see  you  with  an  up-to-date 
card. 

I suppose  Bro.  Hood,  at  "OD,”  is  satisfied  now 
he  has  got  a new  brick  and  cinder  platform. 
“HD”  says  he  liked  the  cinder  the  best  as  it 
gives  him  an  appetite  to  haul  freight  and  bag- 
gage over  it. 

Bro.  Durham,  of  Elgin,  is  taking  a few  days’ 
lay  off.  He  expects  to  take  in  the  Fair  at  St. 
Louis  during  his  vacation.  Don’t  get  lost,  “WD.” 
He  is  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Nicholas  the  second. 

Bro.  Bates,  of  Anoka,  bid  in  the  job  as  agent 
at  Wisner.  You  will  have  something  to  do  now, 
“B.” 

Say,  brothers,  when  you  come  across  a ham  fac- 
tory, just  touch  a match  to  it. 

Bro.  Swenford,  of  Clarkson,  is  taking  a rather 
extended  vacation  out  in  the  wilds  in  the  western 
part  of  the  State.  He  is  being  relieved  by  Bro. 
Hill,  of  Basset.  A Member. 


Madison  Division — 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  Bro.  F.  D. 
Lathrop,  of  Edmund,  Wis.,  who  has  had  a most 
severe  attack  of  illness  the  past  several  months, 
but  who  is  now  able  to  resume  his  labors,  in 
which  he  wishes  to  thank  one  and  all  who  so 
kindly  lent  their  aid  and  sympathy  during  his 
long  illness.  Bro.  Lathrop’s  misfortunes  were 
many  and  severe,  and  we  are  glad  , to  know  he  is 
once  more  on  his  feet;  and  he  states  he  will 
ever  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  the  kindly  aid 
and  well  wishes  of  the  more  fortunate  Brethren. 
Space  will  not  permit  the  reproduction  of  Bro. 
Lathrop’s  letter.  We  trust  his  recovery  is  of  a 
permanent  nature. 

Bro.  L.  F.  Schneider,  our  local  “doctor  of  dif- 
ferences,” spent  several  days  on  the  north  end, 
and  held  a meeting  at  Elroy  on  the  22d,  which 
was,  as  usual,  very  poorly  attended.  It  seems  as 
though  the  interest  of  most  of  the  north-enders 
was  of  a very  mild  character,  to  judge  from  their 
attendance  at  these  meetings.  Are  you  afraid 
some  one  will  know  you  are  O.  R.  T?  Don’t 
worry.  It’s  known — and  it’s  to  your  everlasting 
credit  to  have  it  known — so  come  on  and  get  in 
the  game  a little  heavier.  We  need  you  and 
your  influence,  as  shown  by  the  interest  you  dis- 
play in  your  order,  and  that  influence  can’t  be 
better  shown  than  by  a good  crowd  out  to  meet- 
ings whenever  they  are  held.  Everyone  can’t  be 
there,  but  there  is  no  excuse  for  only  five  or 
six  showing  up.  The  Madison  Division  should  be 
the  leader,  but  it  won’t  be  at  that  rate.  There  are 
one  or  two  nons  up  there  that  can  not  as  yet  see 
the  light,  but  they  may  in  time. 

Bro.  Crivits  is  after  ’em  hard,  but  they  are 
tough  ones  to  warm  up.  We  are  indebted  to  Bro. 
Crivits  for  a good  bunch  of  notes  this  month. 
Thanks.  Come  again. 

The  following  now  sign  their’s  with  a “Bro.” 
in  front:  F.  E.  Vanderhoef,  Chas.  H.  Bennett, 

R.  D.  McKenzie  and  W.  C.  Smart.  Keep  ’em 
rolling — there’s  room  for  all,  and  no  crowding. 

We  are  shy  on  “locals”  this  trip,  but  hope  for 
a better  showing  next  time. 

Have  you  answered  all  those  questions  yet? 
There’s  only  a few  of  ’em — all  easy  (?) — 228. 
It’s  worse  than  the  algebra  lessons  we  used  to 
have  laid  out  for  us. 

Bro.  L.  D.  Brown  relieved  the  agent  at  Nor- 
walk for  a short  time  recently. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Boehm  is  again  on  duty  as  agent  at 
Oregon,  after  a whirl  at  the  dispatcher’s  desk  in 
Baraboo.  He  spent  a few  days  with  his  folks  at 
Helenville  before  resuming  his  work  at  Oregon. 
Frank  Lees  now  presides  over  the  cross  line. 

Beginning  with  North  Freedom,  we  have  Bro. 
Langenliam  at  the  St.  Louis  Fair  and  Bro.  Dolan 
doing  the  owl  act;  Bro.  Harding,  from  Ablemans, 
is  also  at  the  Fair.  Bro.  Jordan,  the  Reedsburg 
night  man,  is  on  a vacation,  and  Mr.  Keefe  is 
doing  the  work.  This  man  ought  to  be  flagged. 
Some  one  ought  to  put  their  board  on  him. 

Bro.  Barnhard  has  taken  Kendalls,  nights,  by 
assignment,  and  Bro.  Graezelle  opens  it  days. 
Don’t  know  who  will  get  it  yet 
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Tower  “C”  is  held  by  J.  Frusher  days,  and 
can't  say  who  nights. 

Bro.  Wagner,  at  Wilton,  is  enjoying  a few 
days  off,  while  Bro.  Rice,  nights,  is  taking  his 
place.  Bro.  Dolan  is  working  nights. 

Norwalk. — Mr.  Brandt  is  on  the  sick  list,  and 
Bro.  Larson  of  Onalaska,  relieves  him. 

At  Sparta,  Bro.  Gannon  is  again  doing  his  duty 
after  having  a few  days  holding  down  tower  “SD.” 
Bro.  A.  G.  Thomas  held  Sparta. 

Bro.  W.  Hansen  has  Onalaska  during  Bro.  Lar- 
son’s absence. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Sparling,  of  Trempeleau,  was  off  a 
few  days,  on  the  sick  list,  while  Bro.  Civits  re- 
lieved him.  Mr.  Kieffe  relieved  Bro.  Civits. 

Div.  Cor. 


loxva  Division — 

Bro.  Hutton,  nights,  at  Denison,  is  taking  a 
two  months’  lay  off,  and  is  visiting  bis  sister  at 
Des  Moines.  Bro.  Edmiston,  of  Crescent,  nights, 
is  relieving  him.. 

We  did  not  have  a very  good  attendance  at 
our  last  meeting,  and  only  a few  had  good  ex- 
cuses for  not  attending  as  usual.  Well,  probably 
some  day  they  will  wish  they  had  when  it’s  too 
late. 

Bro.  Simpson,  agent  at  Crescent,  was  appointed 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  on  account  of  Bro.  Mc- 
Clellan having  resigned,  not  being  in  the  railroad 
service  now.  Bro.  McClellan  has  a good  job  with 
the  Board  of  Trade  at  Carroll— only  six  or  seven 
hours  work  a day  and  Sunday  off.  How  we  envy 
him  and  wish  him  all  kinds  of  good  luck. 

Can  give  you  no  news  on  East  Iowa  Division 
as  I am  unable  to  get  it  myself. 

Bro.  Edmiston,  working  extra  at  Denison  nights, 
gets  Scranton  nights  by  bulletin. 

Bro.  Hall,  our  genial  agent  at  New  City,  is 
taking  a three-weeks'  lay-off,  visiting  several 
points,  also  the  World’s  Fair.  Bro.  Dunlap,  of 
Arcadia  is  relieving  him. 

Born  to  Bro.  Ham  and  wife,  of  Honey  Creek,  a 
girl.  We  all  smoked  to  our  heart's  content  on 
Bro.  Ham  at  the  meeting  on  the  22d.  May  she 
live  to  be  as  good  natured  as  her  father. 

Can’t  some  one  round  up  Bro.  Schertz,  who  was 
just  married  at  Jefferson,  and  get  him  out  to  the 
meeting?  Wouldn’t  mind  smoking  on  him,  either. 

Div.  Cor. 


Sioux  City  Division — 

Bro.  C.  J.  Larkin  laid  off  a few  days  and  went 
to  Kansas  City  to  meet  his  wife  who  was  com- 
ing from  the  West.  Bro.  Alloway  relieved  him. 

Bro.  O.  A.  Lindenmeyer  has  the  agency  at 
Sargents  Bluffs.  Glad  to  see  one  O.  R.  T.  man 
at  Sargents  Bluffs,  which  is  our  first.  Bro. 
Lindenmeyer  has  been  agent  at  Breda. 

Bro.  R.  p.  Salisbury,  who  has  been  working  re- 
lief at  Wall  Lake,  has  quit  the  services  of  the 
N.  W.  altogether.  Understand  he  is  going  to 
work  on  the  G.  N.  or  N.  P. 

Bro.  H.  F.  Jorgenson,  agent  at  Arthur,  Iowa, 
has  been  laying  off  a few  days  to  hunt  ducks,  and 


there  is  another  bird  I "13"  he  is  looking  after, 
toq.  Mr.  Webb  is  relieving  him.  We  are  glad 
to  know  that  we  can  call  Mr.  Webb  brother  soon. 
Understand  he  has  sent  in  his  papers. 

Bro.  L.  P.  Bronz,  agent  at  Carnarvon,  was 
laying  off  a few  weeks  and  was  relieved  by  Mr. 
Webb.  Bro.  Bronz  has  done  what  lots  of  the 
rest  of  us  would  if  we  could  find  any  one  that 
would  have  us,  and  if  we  had  the  dash.  Our 
heartiest  congratulations  to  you,  “KO.” 

The  agent  at  Wall  lake  is  laying  off  for  two  or 
three  weeks  and  Bro.  Noe  is  relieving  him.  Bro. 
Salisbury,  from  “UD”  office,  Soo  City,  is  re- 
lieving Bro.  Noe. 

Bro.  Trelor,  who  used  to  be  on  this  Division, 
but  went  to  work  for  the  Illinois  Central  about  a 
year  ago,  took  California  Junction,  nights,  which 
was  bulletined. 

Bro.  Noe,  days,*  at  Wall  Lake,  is  going  after 
ducks,  Bro.  Alloway  relieving  him. 

Div.  Cor. 


Chicago  Division,  No.  91. 

The  second  annual  reception  and  ball  was  held 
at  Columbia  Hall  on  November  1,  and  was  a suc- 
cess in  every  manner,  although  we  did  not  have 
as  large  a crowd  as  last  season  account  adverse 
conditions,  we  are  pleased  to  state  that  it  was  a 
success  in  all  ways. 

The  ladies  turned  out  in  too  large  numbers  for 
the  gentlemen  present,  and  any  gentleman  who 
could  dance  at  all  had  his  hands  more  than  full 
on  this  occasion. 

We  are  contemplating  holding  a May  party  if 
a suitable  date  can  be  bad  in  a suitable  hall,  where 
we  hope  to  have  better  conditions  favoring  us, 
and  surpass  all  events  of  this  kind. 

One  thing  that  I desire  to  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  membership  in  this  locality  is  the 
lassitude  manner  in  which  a great  number  are 
attending  meetings,  and  working  for  the  good 
of  the  cause  at  this  time.  Brothers,  this  will 
never  do.  You  must  wake  up  and  stay  awake 
to  secure  the  best  results.  This  dilatory  work 
will  not  do. 

As  I previously  stated  in  these  columns,  mem- 
bers of  all  divisions  are  desired  in  attendance  at 
our  meetings,  and  to  aid  in  the  work  for  the 
good  of  the  cause,  and  I call  the  attention  of 
the  membership  working  on  the  C.,  M.  & St.  P. 
Ry.,  under  jurisdiction  of  Division  No.  23,  that 
you  are  desired  and  have  interests  to  look  after 
in  these  meetings.  The  membership  of  Division 
No.  76,  in  charge  of  General  Chairman  Troy,  will 
be  with  us  in  full  force  at  one  of  the  meetings 
in  December,  and  it  is  desired  that  as  large  a 
membership  as  possible  from  other  divisions  be  in 
attendance  at  these  meetings. 

Wc  have  quite  a number  of  members  located  on 
the  Monon  who  are  of  the  good  staunch,  hard- 
working class,  but  am  sorry  to  state  that  they  are 
so  located  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  in 
attendance  at  these  meetings.  There  is  also  a 
large  number  of  members  located  on  this  line 
still  holding  membership  in  the  Grand  and  other 
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divisions  that  we  have  no  check  on,  and  cannot 
check  up  accurate  standing  account  their  lying  still 
and  saying  nothing  as  to  their  present  standing. 
Brothers  come  out  of  this  lethargy,  turn  in  your 
cards,  and  go  to  work  with  the  rest  of  the  broth- 
ers, and  show  what  the  standing  is  at  this  time, 
so  that  we  will  be  able  to  get  the  benefits  of  your 
membership.  It  is  a very  easy  thing  to  do,  and 
you  are  the  ones  who  are  retarding  the  work 
at  this  time. 

We  will  hold  meetings  in  our  present  quarters 
up  to  and  including  May  if  nothing  happens  un- 
foreseen; but  after  that  time  we  will  have  to  look 
for  new  quarters,  as  the  building  which  we  occupy 
at  this  time  will  be  torn  down,  and  a sky-scraper 
erected  in  its  place. 

I have  not  been  able  to  do  the  work  that  I 
desire  for  this  division  lately,  account  having 
other  duties  which  needed  my  “attention,  and  could 
not  devote  the  time  I desired  towards  this  work, 
but  from  now  on  I hope  to  again  get  back  in 
the  harness  and  work  stronger  than  ever. 

Brothers,  it  is  not  the  stay-at-home  class  that 
make  this  Order  a success,  but  those  who  come 
out  and  lend  their  aid  to  our  cause,  if  only  to 
swell  our  meetings,  and  hear  what  others  have 
to  say  for  the  good  of  the  Order  if  you  do  not 
care  to  talk. 

Remember  that  it  is  time  to  have  your  dues 
paid  up  for  the  ensuing  term,  and  be  holding  a 
bright  new  card,  so  remit  at  the  earliest  date  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so. 

Secretary. 


C.  & O.  Railway. 

Hinton  Meeting — 

Regular  monthly  meeting  held  in  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va.,  November  18,  called  to 
order  by  Bro.  O.  B.  Bobbitt,  of  Cotton  Hill,  the 
Chief  Telegrapher  being  absent — which  fact  re- 
minds me  that  he  has  not  been  present  for  sev- 
eral meetings.  He  may  have  good  reasons  for 
being  absent,  but  it  seems  that  he  should  at  least 
offer  some  explanation  to  the  Division.  There 
were  present  about  twelve  members  only — very 
small  for  our  solid  bunch  to  be  guilty  of  such 
non-attendance.  One  member  only  from  the 
Alleghany  District,  Bro.  M.  L.  Gwynn,  “Rock- 
Crusher  Expert”  of  Frazier,  W.  Va. 

General  Apathy  seems  to  be  in  command  of  the 
boys  at  present,  so  far  as  attending  their  meet- 
ings is  concerned.  Regular  business  was  trans- 
acted promptly  and  every  one  was  on  their  way 
home  by  11:30  p.  in. 

Our  old  stand-by  and  orator,  Bro.  James  Rush- 
ford,  was  there,  as  usual,  in  all  his  glory,  in  his 
accustomed  position.  We  also  heard  from  him 
on  the  floor  at  short  intervals.  Tell  them  what 
you  think,  “Jecms,”  if  they  d©  sometimes  call 
the  five  minute  rule  on  you.  If  all  the  members 
were  as  loyal  and  faithful  and  took  the  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Order  as  this  same  J.  R.,  we 
would  be  absolutely  the  strongest  organization 
in  existence  to-day. 


Look  back  at  our  condition  ten  years  ago  and 
compare  the  same  with  the  present  conditions. 
Did  you  lend  your  assistance  to  this  splendid  cause 
which  wrought  this  change?  You  should  not  now 
rest  upon  your  oars — there  is  always  important 
work  to  be  done — as  much  your  duty  as  others*. 
We  have  accomplished  much  and  are  striving  to 
hold  that  which  we  have,  and  at  the  same  time 
prepare  to  accomplish  more.  There  is  always 
room  for  improvement. 

It  is  rumored  that  our  present  Chief  Dispatcher 
is  soon  to  leave  us.  We  hope  that  the  rumor  will 
prove  untrue  as  the  telegraphers  have  had  more 
satisfaction  since  he  has  been  in  that  position  than 
at  any  time  during  our  services  with  the  C.  & O. 
he  is  highly  thought  of  by  every  one  that  have 
had  any  association  with  him. 

As  I am  about  at  the  end  of  my  string,  I will 
conclude  with  an  urgent  appeal  to  all  members 
to  come  to  the  meetings  more  regularly  and  help 
arouse  enthusiasm.  Take  hold  and  give  us  a help- 
ing hand.  Do  not  shun  your  duty,  depending 
upon  a few  loyal  regulars  to  do  all  the  necessary 
work.  Show  your  colors  by  being  present  and  tak- 
ing part  in  all  matters.  It  concerns  you  as  much 
as  any  member.  There  are  always  plenty  of 
matters  of  importance  that  you  could  assist  in 
adjusting.  Do  not  hang  back,  but  come  right  to 
the  front  and  give  us  your  services  at  the  next 
meeting.  Do  not  let  it  be  said  that  there  were 
only  twelve  members  present  again.  We  should 
have  at  least  thirty  at  every  meeting.  If  this 
escapes  the  ever-ready  “Wm.  Goat,”  you  may 
see  us  again.  Cert.  689. 


To  Members  of  If  inton  Lodge — 

Dues  for  the  term  beginning  January  1,  1905. 
are  now  due,  and  I will  greatly  appreciate  your 
making  arrangements'  to  pay  up  promptly,  as  it 
creates  more  labor  when  dues  are  held  back. 

The  success  you  have  gained  through  the  Order 
has  placed  each  one  of  you  in  a position  Jto  pay 
dues  promptly,  and  the  future  progress  of  the 
Order  depends  largely  upon  your  keeping  dues 
paid  on  time,  and  never  late. 

A Merry  Christmas  and  a Happy  New  Year  to 
all  of  you.  James  Rush  roan. 

Division  Secretary. 

Combination  Box  221,  Hinton,  W.  Va. 


Notice — 

I desire  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  hand 
some  silver  tea  service  presented  me  by  the  agents 
and  operators  of  the  Cincinnati  District,  and  ex 
tend  my  most  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  of 
same.  W.  H.  Glenn, 

Ex-Chairman. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

On  October  4,  1904,  at  Strasburg,  Va.,  Mrs. 
M.  O.  Bickers,  the  beloved  mother  of  our  esteemed 
Brother  and  former  Chairman,  W.  P.  Bickers, 
passed  from  the  scenes  of  this  earthly  life  to  the 
richer  scenes  of  her  heavenly  home.  Mrs. 
Bickers  was  a faithful  Christian  and  willing  to 
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exemplify  her  Christian  life  to  those  of  her  loved 
ones  and  also  to  those  whose  good  fortune  it  was 
to  be  in  her  company.  In  consideration  of  the 
many  noble  virtues  that  adorned  her  life  we  ex- 
tend our  sincere  sympathy  to  all  of  the  grief 
stricken  family,  especially  to  our  faithful  and 
beloved  Brother,  whose  services  as  a member  of 
the  O.  R.  T.  have  been  invaluable.  May  the 
thought  of  the  noble  Christian  life  of  a devoted 
mother  be  a guide  and  inspiration  to  all  her 
loved  ones,  to  lead  them  to  the  unfailing  fountain 
of  heavenly  grace  where  all  may  drink  and  live 
and  enter  into  that  blessed  harbor,  the  anchor  of 
the  sour  which  will  safely  keep  them  in  the  haven 
of  eternal  rest. 

R.  E.  Tyler, 

E.  L.  Stratton, 

D.  H.  Scott, 

Committee. 


B.  & O.  Railway. 

East  End.  Cumberland  Division — 

Brothers,  there  was  another  meeting  held  at 
Martinsburg  Tuesday,  October  4.  Did  you  hear 
about  it  or  did  you  fail  to  receive  notice  of  this 
meeting?  The  local  Chairman  mailed  every  in- 
dividual member  a notice  of  the  meeting,  and  it 
isn't  likely  that  all  of  you  failed  to  receive  them, 
but  judging  from  the  number  present,  there  must 
have  been  something  like  fifty -five  of  these  notices 
turned  in  to  the  Dead  Letter  office.  Just  think 
of  it.  Only  eight  members  present  out  of  sixty 
or  sixty-five  members  on  this  Division.  With  a 
little  effort  on  your  part  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  have  at  least  twenty  or  twenty-five 
members  in  attendance  at  the  meetings  being  held 
at  Martinsburg  and  Hancock.  The  local  Chair- 
man informs  me  that  it  is  his  intention  to  hold 
a meeting  at  Hancock  some  time  in  December, 
which  will  give  quite  a number  of  the  new  re- 
cruits as  well  as  a great  many  of  the  older  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  to  attend.  Hancock  being 
centrally  located  we  should  have  a large  turn-out. 

Don’t  6tt  down  like  a lot  of  horizon-scanners  and 
imagine  that  because  you  are  a member  that  you 
have  nothing  else  to  do  but  pay  your  dues.  It  is 
all  right  to  make  a habit  of  remitting  your  dues 
promptly,  but  that  is  not  all  that  is  required  of 
you  after  you  have  become  a member.  It  is  your 
duty  to  attend  meetings,  help  your  Chairman  to 
organize  the  Division,  give  the  company  good 
service  and  send  your  Telegrapher  to  some  non. 
You  may  think  that  sending  your  Telegrapher  to 
a non  does  not  amount  to  much.  In  fact,  I have 
had  some  of  the  Brothers  tell  me  so.  Brothers 
you  are  wrong  and  are  laboring  under  false  ap- 
prehensions, for  I know  that  it  has  been  the 
means  of  converting  more  than  one  to  the  cause 
of  unionism  right  here  on  this  Division.  I admit 
it  requires  considerable  time  to  convert  some  of 
the  “hard-shells,”  but  this  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  cease  sending  them  the  Telegrapher. 
With  such  literature  to  read  and  the  application  of 
our  motto,  they  will  eventually  see  the  error  of 
their  ways  and  join  the  ranks  of  organized  labor. 


The  non  list  is  gradually  decreasing,  and  if 
every  member  will  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  keep  everlastingly  after  the  nons,  it  will  only 
be  a very  few  months  before  we  will  have  at 
least  95  per  cent  of  the  telegraphers  employed  on 
this  Division  walking  under  the  strong  arm  of  the 
O.  R.  T. 

I am  indebted  to  Bro.  G.  A.  Porterfield  for  the 
following  items: 

Bro.  B.  A.  McCullough,  of  Sleepy  Creek,  has 
been  off  on  a ten  days’  vacation,  and  spent  most 
of  the  time  with  his  wife’s  parents  in  Hagers- 
town. He  resumed  duty  Wednesday  night,  Oct. 
19.  Bro.  J.  Schroeder  worked  Sleepy  Creek  dur- 
ing Bro.  McCullough’s  absence. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Hamilton,  who  was  injured  in  the 
dynamite  explosion  at  North  Branch,  is  improv- 
ing nicely  and  expects  to  be  at  his  post  in  a week 
or  ten  days. 

Bro.  F.  C.  Littlejohn  and  wife  returned  from 
the  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair  and  resumed  duty  at 
Shenandoah  Junction  a few  days  ago.  What  did 
you  think  of  the  Pike,  “FC?” 

If  any  of  the  Brothers  contemplate  taking  a 
hunting  trip  this  fall,  you  might  as  well  steer 
clear  of  Hedgesville,  as  it  is  reported  that  Bro. 
Wyndham  has  captured  all  the  game  within  a 
radius  of  ten  miles  of  that  place. 

In  the  “Personal  Mention  Department”  of  this 
issue  you  will  find  chronicled  the  marriage  of 
Bro.  F.  V.  Grayson,  to  whom  the  East  End  boys 
desire  to  extend  their  congratulations. 

Div.  Cor. 


Newark  Division — 

Miss  E.  M.  Denis,  our  worthy  Sister  of  “C’A” 
tower,  returned  from  a six  weeks’  furlough,  dur- 
ing which  the  World’s  Fair  and  a visit  to  Illinois 
relatives  was  enjoyed. 

Sister  Katherine  B.  Conner,  of  “WA”  tower, 
has  at  last  seen  the  folly  of  single  blessedness  and 
taken  unto  herself  a husband,  in  the  person  of 
“Jack”  Welsh,  a popular  engineer  on  the  Newark 
Division.  The  wedding  occurred  at  Wheeling.  W. 
Va.,  on  October  26.  After  a short  trip  to  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  other  eastern  cities  they 
will  be  at  home  to  their  friends  at  New  Concord 
after  November  15.  Newark  Division  extends  to 
Sister  Welsh  (nee  Conner)  the  heartiest  con- 
gratulations and  best  wishes  for  a long  and  pros 
percus  life. 

Our  worthy  Local  Chairman,  Bro.  Bell,  lias  been 
transferred  to  “WA”  tower,  where  he  will  have 
ample  time  to  commune  with  nature  and  meditate 
diverse  ways  to  defeat  the  progress  of  the  nons. 

Bro.  Geo.  Bell  has  been  promoted  from  La  Mira, 
nights,  to  agent  and  day  telegrapher,  vice  Bro. 
Bell,  transferred. 

Several  of  our  mcml:ers  attended  the  meeting  at 
Wheeling,  Sunday,  October  23.  There  was  a fair 
sized  crowd  present,  but  it  seems  as  if  more  in 
tercst  should  be  taken  in  these  meetings  and  every 
one  attend  that  can  arrange  in  any  way  to  be 
absent  from  their  office.  Bro.  Carr  gave  us  a 
very  nice  talk  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
Sorry  he  was  called  to  leave  so  soon,  for  he 
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rather  stirred  up  the  meeting.  Bro.  Van  Atta, 
our  General  Chairman,  also  gave  a very  inter- 
esting talk,  followed  by  “Old  Hickory,”  i.  e.,  Bro. 
J.  H.  Bell,  who  is  always  on  hand  and  says  the 
right  thing  at  the  right  time.  Brothers,  try  and 
attend  these  meetings — it  will  pay  you  for  loss 
of  sleep  and  make  the  world  look  brighter  to 
you. 

Sister  K.  B.  Davidson  has  again  resumed  duty 
at  “CB”  tower*  after  a sojourn  of  two  months 
with  relatives  in  Nebraska. 

Bro.  A.  P.  McNees,  Eldon  days,  is  again  able 
to  be  on  duty  after  about  six  weeks’  absence  on 
account  of  some  trouble  with  his  eyes. 

Bro.  C.  V.  Graham,  “CB”  days,  took  a ten  days* 
vacation  with  relatives  down  on  the  “Duck  Creek 
Ry.”  Division  Correspondent. 


O.  R.  Dwision — 

The  November  number  of  the  Telegrapher  is 
just  chuck  full  of  good  things.  One  article  in 
particular  should  be  very  carefully  read  and  the 
suggestions  and  advice  therein  carried  out.  We 
refer  to  the  article  “Better  the  Service.”  We 
have  been  informed  by  a member  of  the  Schedule 
Committee  that  one  of  the  arguments  used  when 
they  were  last  up  was  “poor  service.” 

Bro.  Campbell,  agent  at  Smithfield,  is  now  back 
at  work,  after  roaming  for  a few  weeks.  • 

Bro.  Cain,  days,  on  the  Short  Line  Junction,  is 
off,  taking  his  brother  South  for  his  health.  We 
hope  he  will  soon  recover  and  that  Bro.  C.  will 
soon  be  with  us  again. 

Bro.  Smith,  formerly  agent  at  Proctor,  is  now 
on  days  at  Sisterville.  Bro.  Langley  goes  on  the 
owl  trick. 

Bro.  Bryan  and  bride  returned  after  spending  a 
few  months  in  the  West  They  will  go  to  house- 
keeping in  Ravenswood.  Bro.  B.  will  again  watch 
wires  there  days. 

Bro.  Casey,  Letrat,  is  again  looking  after  affairs 
there  after  an  absence  of  a few  weeks. 

Mr.  Kent  has  been  off  on  account  of  the  sick- 
ness of  a relative.  Bro.  Lewis  held  Hartford 
down  during  his  absence. 

Bro.  Hagan,  copyist  at  “RA,”  is  taking  a va- 
cation of  ninety  days.  We  all  miss  him  and  hope 
he  will  return  to  us  as  jolly  and  as  much  of  a 
hustler  as  ever.  Bro.  Heslcr,  from  the  shops,  is 
now  copying. 

Bro  Dowell,  nights  at  New  Martinsville,  was 
called  home  for  a few  days  on  account  of  one  of 
his  parents  being  sick. 

Bro.  Komer,  formerly  nights,  Clarington,  is 
now  on  line  extra.  Bro.  Johnson  is  now  regular 
man  there.  Cf.rt.  1498. 


Connellsville  Division — 

Connellsville  Division  extends  its  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy to  Local  Chairman  Brady  on  the  death  of 
his  mother. 

On  November  19,  a very  enthusiastic  meeting 
was  held  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  under  the  auspices  of 
C.  T.  U.  A.  and  O.  R.  T.  Bros.  Starner,  Willis, 
Barnes,  A.  F.  Darrah,  Ellis,  Currie,  Brady  and 


Conway,  from  this  Division,  were  present,  and 
report  having  a good  time  with  “lots  doin'.” 

The  array  of  plates  and  debris  in  front  of  a 
Brother  during  the  serving  of  supper  in  Pittsburg 
does  not  speak  well  for  the  boarding  houses  around 
Garrett. 

Bro.  Bright,  late  of  the  Southern  Pacific,  is 
working  nights,  temporarily,  at  Bidwell. 

Bro.  Bartholomew,  of  Confluence,  has  gone  for 
a week’s  vacation,  to  be  spent  in  Philadelphia, 
being  relieved  by  Bro.  Mowry.  “Frank”  always 
looks  pleased  when  he  gets  to  Confluence.  We 
wonder  why. 

Bro.  Evans,  of  Castleman,  has  returned  from  a 
three  weeks'  vacation,  visiting  friends  in  Bedford 
County. 

We  notice  the  smiling  countenance  of  Bro. 
Prince,  from*  Brook,  at  Fort  Hill  occasionally. 
He  says  it’s  going  to  happen  in  the  spring. 

Bro.  Lynch,  of  Sand  Patch,  was  on  the  sick 
list  last  month,  but  has  fully  recovered,  and  we 
are  glad  to  see  him  on  deck  again. 

Brothers,  remember  your  dues;  remit  promptly 
December  pay  day  and  start  the  new  year  right  by 
being  up  to  date. 

Wishing  you  all  a Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year.  Cert.  803. 


To  Dispatchers  and  Telegrapher e,  Connellsville 
Dh’ision — 

My  father,  brother,  sisters  and  myself  desire  to 
acknowledge  our  appreciation  of  the  individual 
letters  of  sympathy  received,  and  for  the  beautiful 
floral  memento  from  the  dispatchers  and  teleg- 
raphers of  this  Division  on  the  sad  occasion  of 
our  mother's  death.  Chas.  Brady. 


C.,  H.  & D.  Railway. 

C.,  Ft.  IF.  Division — 

It  has  been  so  long  since  I have  seen  anything 
in  our  worthy  journal  from  the  C.  H.  & 1).  tha» 
I guess  I'll  have  to  express  (prepaid)  a few  of 
my  own  opinions,  so  if  you're  disappointed  in  the 
self-elected  correspondent,  don’t  say  anything,  but 
try  and  sling  a few  yourself  next  time. 

I tried  to  get  to  a meeting  at  Dayton  a few 
weeks  ago,  but  failed  to  get  around  in  time  on 
account  of  No.  9 throwing  an  eccentric  strap  on 
the  road  and  laying  us  out  about  two  hours.  Got 
in  just  in  time  to  see  some  of  the  boys  coming 
down  from  the  meeting  room.  Understand  that 
about  the  only  business  transacted  was  to  receive 
Bro.  Wenk’s  resignation  as  General  Chairman,  but 
did  not  hear  whether  it  was  acted  upon  or  not. 
Another  meeting  is  called  for  the  aoth,  for  all 
Local  Chairmen.  Hope  they  will  all  turn  out  and 
try  and  transact  the  business  of  the  hour. 

Understand  the  company  have  been  having  some 
trouble  over  on  this  Division  at  “HS”and  “BN.” 
to  find  men  to  take  the  stations.  They  have  had 
three  men  at  “HS“  and  two  at  “BN”  in  the  last 
two  weeks,  and  think  they  will  hold  out  about  two 
days,  according  to  a conversation  I heard  on  the 
wire  the  other  day.  Have  had  the  good  luck  to 
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find  they  were  all  good,  up-to-date  Order  men 
that  the  company  has  had  at  both  places,  and 
unless  they  succeed  in  getting  an  outsider  in,  they 
will  continue  to  have  trouble  in  keeping  men  there. 
They  won’t  find  many  men  to  put  at  “BN”  that 
will  attend  to  the  company's  interest  like  the  old 
reliable  “S.”  Isn’t  that  a nice  state  of  affairs  to 
hear  one  man  giving  ”47”  at  two  p.  m.  for 
seven  stations,  besides  a coal  dock  and  water  tank 
to  look  after?  Would  like  to  see  a meeting  called 
and.  see  the  boys  make  a strenuous  effort  to  get 
to  it  once.  Try  and  work  up  a little  more 
interest  and  don’t  set  down  and  say  you  can’t  get 
there.  Ask  for  your  transportation  in  time,  and 
if  it  doesn’t  come,  go  after  the  superintendent  by 
wire,  and  then  you  will  know  there’s  no  excuse 
for  you’re  not  getting  it.  Lay  your  plans  ahead  for 
laying  off — if  you  have  to  lay  off  a half  day — 
and  don’t  wait  for  a few  to  work  for  your  own 
welfare.  That  gets  thin  after  a while.  I am 
aware  that  it  has  been  a hard  matter  to  get  away 
this  summer  as  the  trains  have  been  as  thick  as 
buttermilk,  and  relief  men  as  scarce  as  hens’ 
teeth;  but  try  and  arrange  it  some  way  to  get 
out  to  the  next  meeting,  and  talk  to  your  Brother 
about  it  and  get  him  to  go,  too — it  will  do  you 
good,  and  you  might  accidentally  learn  something 
besides.  Well,  I’ve  worn  a hole  in  the  ribbon  on 
my  mill,  so  guess  I had  better  cut  out  for  now, 
and  if  this  passes  the  “censor,”  may  come  again. 
I heard  somebody  say  “SFD”  and  it  makes  me 
hungry,  too.  Cert.  4x4. 


Michigan  Central  Railway. 

West  Division — 

In  the  last  month’s  Telegrapher  Bro.  J.  gave 
us  a little  news.  I think  we  all  would  have  been 
pleased  if  the  brother  could  have  extended  it.  It 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  this  big  system  is  repre- 
sented in  these  columns  as  much  as  it  should  be. 
But  I suppose  many  of  the  boys  are  like  myself — 
we  don’t  think  we  have  anything  worth  saying, 
so  just  wait  for  the  other  fellow  to  do  it  I am 
quite  sure  we  are  all  much  interested  in  the 
Telegrapher,  and  give  these  columns  a good 
share  of  our  interest  I know  that  about  the 
first  thing  I do  when  the  journal  comes  is  to 
first  look  this  department  over  and  see  if  there  is 
any  news  from  our  road,  and  when  there  is 
none,  I am  somewhat  disappointed. 

Can  some  one  tell  us  what  has  become  of  Mr. 
Beardsley,  the  man  who  had  the  courage  to  follow 
a line  of  thought  with  rapid  action  which  ulti- 
mately brought  about  the  present  condition  of 
things? 

We  know  of  a few  in  the  ranks  and  some  just 
above  the  ranks  of  the  semi-class,  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  jingling  an  extra  five  each  month, 
and  taking  a day’s  vacation  each  month.  Of  those 
in  the  ranks,  we  have  had  no  assistance  from  them 
in  the  way  of  dues,  because  they  are  nons.  Of 
the  latter,  let  us  hope  that  our  Secretary  receives 
an  extra  five  now  and  then  from  a secret  source. 
It  is  what  we  do,  and  not  what  we  shoot  air  at 
that  tells,  Wc  arc  all  great  fellows  until  some- 


thing strikes  our  pocket-book,  and  then  a great 
many  of  us  evaporate  like  gas  in  a hurricane. 

The  other  day,  in  a conversation  with  an  old 
telegrapher,  a friend  of  mine,  he  went  to  con- 
siderable length  in  explaining  to  me  the  dif- 
ferent causes  that  led  to  economic  discontent, 
and  especially  that  which  concerns  the  telegrapher. 
Why  his  wages  were  so  much  less  and  his  hours 
of  labor  so  much  longer  than  that  of  the  en- 
gineer, or  trainmen.  After  he  had  finished  his 
argument,  I looked  him  in  the  face  and  said: 
“John,  what  have  you  ever  done  to  help  elevate 
the  condition  of  the  telegrapher?”  He  replied 
that  he  had  talked  and  found  fault  wjth  the  con- 
dftions,  but  really  had  done  nothing.  Here  was  a 
man  who  never  went  as  far  as  to  pay  even  a cent 
to  promote  the  organization  movement  from  its 
infancy  to  the  present  day.  It  is  true  that  there 
are  many  men  who,  through  inherited  traits  of 
character,  are  not  able  to  take  physical  activity  in 
any  movement;  but  there  is  not  any  one  who 
is  not  able  to  do  their  full  share  by  becoming  a 
part  of  the  organization  and  paying  their  dues  as 
they  go  along.  When  they  do  this  they  are  true 
to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  others,  and  as  the 
years  pass  along  they  will  be  in  a position  to 
answer  at  any  time  that  they  have  done  their 
duty. 

The  progress  of  the  toilers  towards  a higher 
plane  of  living  has  been  slow  and  has  been  met 
by  the  hardest  kind  of  opposition  at  every  step, 
and  the  greatest  foe  to  contend  with  is  the 
ignorance  and  cupidity  within  the  ranks  of  the 
toilers,  but  the  world  of  thought  is  looking  upward 
and  the  evolution  of  the  race  goes  forward  with 
the  book  of  general  education  in  one  hand  and 
the  principles  of  unionism  in  the  other. 

Alonzo. 


Middle  Division — 

Bro.  J.  C.  Culkins,  of  Albion,  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  General  Chairman,  vice  Bro.  Mc- 
Fadden,  resigned.  The  office  came  to  J.  C.  as  a 
surprise.  The  appointment  does  credit  to  the 
good  judgment  of  the  Committee,  hs  there  is  no 
one  better  fitted  for  this  arduous  position  than  he. 

There  have  been  some  changes  during  the  past 
couple  of  months.  The  ball  was  started  rolling 
by  the  resignation  of  Clayton  Torrey,  freight 
agent  at  Dowagiac,  who  accepted  a better  posi- 
tion with  the  Beckwith  Stove  Co.  Mr.  Torrey 
will  be  remembered  by  many  of  the  boys  as  an 
old  telegrapher  holding  a position  at  Dailey,  and 
later  as  relief  agent. 

M.  V.  Barron,  freight  agent  at  Decatur,  was 
transferred  to  Dowagiac,  and  Bro.  J.  Foster  ac- 
cepts the  position  of  agent  at  Decatur,  thereby 
leaving  the  telegraph  department.  We  are  sorry 
to  lose  the  good  Brother,  but  as  he  is  now  at 
home,  life  will  be  more  worth  living  for  him. 

Bro.  Wohlihan,  formerly  agent  at  Centreville, 
and  recently  leaving  that  place  to  take  up  the 
position  of  telegrapher  at  Eaton  Rapids,  was  not 
left  long  at  ease  at  the  latter  place,  for  he  is  now 
the  whole  thing — telegrapher  and  agent. 

The  telegraph  office  at  Kalamazoo  Junction  has 
been  abandoned.  The  G.  R.  & I-  at  that  point 

Digitized  by 


1590 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


had  control  of  the  day  man  and  the  M.  C.  the 
night  man.  We  understand  that  Bro.  Miller  went 
to  Vicksburg  as  ticket  agent,  %and  Bro.  Ryan  to 
Botsford  nights. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Mr.  Thombs  back  with  us 
again.  For  years  he  held  down  Ccntrevillc,  and 
a few  years  ago  left  the  road  to  take  a better 
position  with  another  road.  The  conditions  at 
that  time  were  $45  00  per,  long  hours,  hard  work, 
no  hope  for  the  future  and  no  organization. 

Bro.  S.  E.  Wahlihan,  of  Niles,  is  reported  to  be 
on  the  sick  list,  and  Bro.  Wicks  is  shooting  the 
lightning  down  that  way  in  his  usual  style. 

There  are  a couple  of  nons  left  on  the  Air  Line 
yet.  What  is  the  best  way  to  round  them  up? 
I don’t  know.  Let  some  of  the  old  veterans 
answer.  We  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  Bro. 
Spencer,  Bro.  Keen,  or  any  other  of  the  old 
guard. 

We  don’t  hear  from  the  boys  on  the  Saginaw 
Division  as  often  as  we  would  like  to.  Get  up 
and  get  a dust  in,  some  of  you.  What  is  the 
matter  with  the  West  End  boys?  Cotne,  wake 
up,  and  tell  us  what  you  are  doing.  Owl. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  4. 

By  a recent  promotion  in  the  train  dispatchers 
office,  Harrisburg,  Bro.  Patterson  gets  second  trick 
on  side  lines  and  acts  as  first  relief  operator  on 
train  wires.  Bro.  Leamon,  extra  on  side  wires, 
promoted  to  third  trick  and  second  relief  on 
train  wires.  M.  M.  Smith,  second  trick  dis- 
patcher on  No.  1,  appointed  assistant  freight 
train  master,  succeeding  G.  M.  Barkley,  who  was 
relieved  as  assistant  freight  train  master  at  night, 
but  fills  the  same  position  days  in  freight  train 
manter’s  office. 

Some  of  the  boys  along  the  line  might  lighten 
instead  of  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  division 
ojverator  by  doing  a little  less  complaining  when 
relief  days  are  assigned  them  that  don  t suit  their 
convenience.  It  should  be  that  if  you  arc  not 
satisfied  with  the  day  or  days  the  division  opera- 
tor gives  you,  do  without. 

Whenever  a vacancy  occurs  at  An  office  on  this 
division,  many  heads  are  put  together  discussing 
who  should  get  it  and  what  trick  should  be  ad- 
vertised. We  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  this, 
especially  if  our  superior  officers  live  up  to  the 
rules  that  have  been  made  and  agreed  to  by  all 
concerned.  We  have  a perfect  right  to  ex|>ect 
that  this  shall  be  done  on  their  part  as  well  as 
ours.  Rather  no  fixed  rules  at  all  than  fail  to  com- 
ply with  those  existing. 

Bro.  B.  A.  Liclity,  for  many  years  an  operator 
at  “CD,”  Columbia  Yards,  died  Tuesday,  Nov.  1, 
and  was  buried  Nov.  4.  The  funeral  was  a very 
large  one  and  w'as  well  attended  by  members  of 
Division  No.  4,  of  which  lie  was  a member.  A 
beautiful  floral  design  was  contributed  by  em- 
ployes of  “CD”  yard,  and  another  one  by  the 
operators  of  the  Philadelphia  Division.  The  pall 
bearers  were  all  O.  R.  T.  tile  nbers.  Bro.  Liehty 
was  fifty-etght  years  old  and  had  bicn  an  operator 
for  thirty  eight  years.  He  had  not  Ixcn  able  to  work 


for  the  past  eighteen  months  on  account  of  ill 
health.  His  widowed  wife  and  one  son  survive. 
They  have  the  sympathy  of  all  the  boys  of  No.  4. 

On  Nov.  5,  the  following  vacancies  were  ad 
vertised,  according  to  rule:  “CD,”  8 a.  m.  to 

4 p.  m.,  salary  $60.50,  one  relief  day;  “UM,”  3 
to  it  p.  m.t  salary,  $49.50,  one  relief  day;  ‘*SA.“ 
nights,  salary,  $49.50,  two  relief  days.  The  va- 
cancy at  “CD”  is  the  moot  desirable  one  of  the 
three  and  it  will  take  gray  hairs  to  capture  it. 
“UM”  is  interlocking,  and  not  a bad  office  to  work 
in,  but  “SA”  is  twelve  hours,  over  on  that  great 
non-union  Mt.  Joy  branch,  where  they  arc  all 
anxious  to  share  in  the  spoils  but  won’t  share  when 
it  comes  to  paying  for  an  up-to-date  card. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  9,  is  the  date.  Tbe  event, 
the  marriage  of  our  local  chairman  of  the  griev 
ance  committee,  Bro.  F.  A.  Rieker,  of  Lancaster. 
Pa.,  to  Miss  Bernice  Stanter,  a school  teacher,  of 
the  same  place.  The  affair  was  a brilliant  one. 
and  occurred  at  the  home  of  Bro.  M.  F.  Barkley, 
whose  wife  is  a sister  of  the  bride.  The  presents 
were  many  and  costly.  One  of  the  surprises  of 
the  evening  was  a serenade  by  the  celebrated 
Iroquois  Band,  headed  by  Bro.  G.  F.  Leonard 
and  about  twenty  members  of  Division  No.  4,  who 
marched  to  the  house  and  back  to  the  P.  R.  R 
station  where  they  awaited  the  arrival  of  Bro 
Rciker  and  bride,  who  left  on  the  10.05  p.  m 
train  for  an  extended  trip  to  Baltimore,  Wash 
ington,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  As  the 
train  pulled  into  the  depot  the  band  played  “Hatl. 
Hail,  the  Gang’s  /Til  Here,”  and  the  couple  de 
parted  amidst  a shower  of  rice  and  music  and  red 
light.  We  extend  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Rieker  our  best 
wishes  for  a long  and  happy  life. 

The  new  low  grade  road  between  Enola  and 
Shocks  Mills  has  been  completed.  It  is  double 
track  all  the  way,  and  crosses  the  Susquehanna 
river  at  Shocks  Mills  over  a beautiful  new  stone 
arch  bridge  of  twenty-eight  spans.  It  is  expected 
to  be  open  for  traffic  by  Dec.  1.  A new  inter 
locking  tower  will  probably  replace  old  “SD.” 
The  first  train  to  cross  the  new  bridge  was  Prcsi 
dent  Cassatt’s  special,  with  Superintendent  Me 
Caleb  and  Division  Operator  G.  W.  Reminc  and 
party. 

The  Interstate  Commission,  at  a recent  meeting, 
discussed  the  subject  of  railroad  accidents  and 
remedies  to  prevent  the  same.  Among  other 
recommendations  was  the  adoption  of  the  “Block” 
system.  'Hiey  denounced  the  hiring  of  inexpen 
enced  operators  and  mere  boys.  This  is  a step 
in  the  right  direction.  The  press  should  agitate 
this  important  subject  to  the  fullest  extent-  Cheap 
and  incomj>etcnt  labor  comes  high  in  the  end,  and 
there  is  no  excuse  for  hiring  it  at  the  expense  of 
life  and  limb,  to  say  nothing  of  destruction  to 
property.  Will  the  time  ever  come  when  this  will 
l>c  fully  realized?  It  is  also  well  to  mention  tbe 
practice  of  working  long  hours,  which  the  Commis- 
sion wisely  disapproves.  Let  this  be  a hint  to 
those  on  our  division  who,  in  order  to  earn  an 
extra  dollar,  have  gone  so  far  as  to  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  double  and  work  sixteen  consecutnc 
hours. 
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When  this  number  of  the  Telegrapher  reaches 
you  the  time  will  again  have  arrived  for  the  pay- 
ment of  semi-annual  dues  to  which  your  attention 
is  called.  The  boys  of  No.  4,  however,  are 
among  the  first  to  display  the  new  card. 

Bro.  R.  E.  Erb,  “Extra,”  Lancaster,  Pa.,  has 
tired  of  single  life  and  taken  unto  himself  a wife. 
Bro.  Eppler,  of  Div.  3,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  lias  done 
likewise,  and  “more  are  to  follow.”  All  have  our 
best  wishes  for  a long  and  happy  life. 

“Annual.” 


New 'Haven  Division,  No.  29. 

Somewhat  surprised  to  see  this  heading,  are  you? 
Looked  over  the  last  two  issues  of  the  Teleg- 
rapher and  could  not  find  a word  from  old  “29,” 
eh?  Well,  who  do  you.  think  is  to  blame?  Do 
you  think  it  is  fair  to  leave  all  the  work  for  one 
man  to  look  after,  and  expect  each  month  to  see 
all  the  events  properly  noted,  and  never  give  him 
a bit  of  help?  Well,  this  is  just  what  has  hap- 
pened. Many  of  the  Brothers  have  been  requested 
to  write  up  items  of  news  as  they  transpired  and 
forward  them  to  the  “Chief,”  to  be  used  in  mak- 
ing up  a good  budget  of  news  for  each  month’s 
issue,  but  very,  very  few  have  given  any  assist- 
ance. So  it  became  necessary  to  see  how  the  boys 
liked  the  scheme  of  New  Haven  Division  No.  29 
being  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  From  the  nu- 
merous “kicks”  received,  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  news  from  this  Division  was  greatly  missed, 
and  we  hope  that  it  will  never  be  necessary  to  try 
the  experiment  again.  Each  and  every  Brother 
should  take  enough  interest  to  jot  down  items  of 
news  which  will  be  of  interest  for  our  monthly 
letter,  and  forward  the  same  to  Bro.  McCormack, 
not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  so  that 
we  may  keep  up  our  reputation  of  not  only  being 
one  of  the  best  Divisions  of  the  Order,  but  one 
of  the  best  correspondents.  Some  thought  that 
because  our  letter  was  not  issued  for  the  past  two 
months  that  Division  29  was  dead.  Oh,  No!  Far 
from  it.  Y'ou  should  have  seen  the  bunch  of  ap- 
plications which  were  received  at  our  November 
meeting,  and  witnessed  the  grand  line-up  when 
“Willie”  was  brought  out  for  his  monthly  exer- 
cise. We  are  slid  doing  business,  and  hope  to 
continue  in  the  business  as  long  as  there  is  a 
“non”  left  on  the  system. 

Why  is  it  that  there  is  so  little  interest  shown 
among  members  of  our  Division  in  reierence  to 
the  Sick  and  Funeral  Benefit  Association?  Is  it 
because  the  members  are  not  interested  in  their 
own  welfare  or  the  welfare  of  their  families?  Or 
is  it  because  they  are  not  posted  on  account  of 
the  small  amount  of  advertising  which  it  has  re- 
ceived? Surely,  it  is  every  man’s  duty,  not  only 
to  himself  and  his  family  to  endeavor  to  make 
provision  for  a time  of  necessity,  but  it  is  a 
duty  which  we  all  owe  to  each  other,  Brotiher  for 
Brother,  to  help  in  any  way  we  can  to  assist 
those  who  are  in  need,  and  at  the  same  time,  not 
have  it  savor  of  charity.  And  this  is  just  what 
this  association  means,  and  what  it  was  promoted 
for,  so  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  pass 


around  the  hat  for  any  Brother  who  might,  from 
sickness  or  accident,  be  placed  in  need  of  assist- 
ance. None  of  us  desire  to  stand  as  objects  of 
charity,  and  if  we  hold  a membership  in  this 
association,  such  a thing  will  be  impossible,  as  we 
pay  our  dues,  which  entitles  us  to  such  benefits 
as  are  provided  in  the  by-laws  and  independent  of 
any  act  of  charity.  Our  association  provides  for 
a weekly  sick  or  accident  benefit  of  $5.00  for  ten 
weeks,  and  a funeral  benefit  of  $100.00  in  case 
of  death,  which  will  be  paid  to  the  beneficiaries 
as  soon  as  proof  of  death  has  been  filed  with  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Any  information  with 
regard  to  dues,  assessments,  etc.,  will  be  gladly 
furnished  upon  application,  either  by  Bro.  O.  S. 
Culver,  President;  Bro.  E.  J.  Mannion,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; or  Bro.  G.  F.  McCormack,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer* 


Nnv  Haven  Notes — 

Among  the  recent  changes  ait  New  Haven  we  arc 
pleased  to  note  the  arrival  of  Bro.  J.  A.  Hufcut  as 
“owl”  at  "KY.”  We  welcome  you,  “O.” 

Mr.  Burnett,  who  has  been  working  extra  at 
“KY,”  has  accepted  the  position  of  night  chief 
for  the  W.  U.  at  the  New  Haven  main  office. 

Bro.  Colwell  has  just  returned  from  a week  in 
the  woods  where  he  has  enjoyed  hunting  and 
ffehing.  He  reports  excellent  luck,  but  we  have 
not  as  yet  seen  the  proof. 

Bro.  Dodan  has  returned  from  a visit  to  his 
home  in  the  Empire  State.  Some  one  was  mean 
enough  to  intimate  (out  loud)  that  when  he  came 
back  he  would  commence  housekeeping  on  Whit- 
ney ave. 

At  ihe  recent  “clam  bake”  of  Division  No.  29, 
we  were  glad  to  meet  Bro.  Lougee,  of  Fishkill 
Landing,  N.  Y.,  who  has  been  a member  of  “29” 
for  years.  He  says  he  has  many  times  been  in- 
terested in  stories  about  “horseless”  carnages, 
“wireless”  telegraphy,  etc.,  but  this  is  the  first 
time  he  ever  attended  a “clam-less”  olaan  bake. 
You  know,  George,  that  Connecticut  is  a leader 
in  the  patent  office. 

A very  amusing  incident  occurred  at  the  clam 
bake.  The  Coon  Club,  who  were  pitted  against 
the  “Yetmans”  in  a ball  game,  were  short  a 
man,  and  Bro.  Webber  volunteered  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy. During  the  progress  of  the  game,  with  the 
Coon  Club  in  the  lead,  our  worthy  Secretary,  of 
course,  having  the  welfare  of  “29”  at  heart,  and 
forgetting  that  Bro.  Webber  was  on  the  other 
side,  called  him  aside  and  made  the  suggestion 
that  they  go  to  our  worthy  Chief,  who  was  acting 
as  umpire,  and  induce  him  to  favor  the  O.  R.  T. 
team.  But  to  Mac’s  surprise,  he  found  he  was 
“barking  up  the  wrong  tree.’  He  set  ’em  up. 

At  our  last  meeting  the  boys  were  very  much 
surprised,  as  well  as  greatly  disappointed,  by  the 
absence  of  Bro.  Conroy,  who  is  so  very  regular  in 
his  attendance.  We  hope  he  will  be  able  to 
arrange  so  that  his  “lodge”  will  meet  on  some 
other  night. 

Mr.  John  Mullen,  who  was  formerly  a member 
of  Division  No.  29,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
“owl”  at  “FX.”  We  are  glad  to  sec  you  back 
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again,  John,  and  hope  to  see  your  name  on  our 
roll.  Get  one  of  the  new,  up-to-date’e.  You 
can’t  get  along  without  it. 

Bro.  Tryon,  who  formerly  worked  on  the  Ter- 
minal, has  resigned  on  the  N.  Y.  C.  & H.  R.  R.  R. 
and  accepted  a position  on  the  Shore  Line  Div. 
Glad  to  see  you  back,  Harry. 

Quite  a number  of  the  boys  worked  in  an  extra 
•‘V”  on  election  night,  and  to  say  that  it  was 
very  acceptable  is  putting  it  mildly.  The  large 
majority  enjoyed  the  work  immensely,  but  a few 
thought  it  the  hardest  job  they  bad  taclded  in  a 
long  time,  on  account  of  the  “one-sided”  bulle- 
tins. 

Bro.  Rida  has  resigned  his  position  on  the  N. 
Y.  Div.,  and  entered  into  a partnership  with  his 
father  in  the  sign  business,  he  having  ‘charge  of 
the  work  on  electric  signs.  May  the  greatest  of 
success  attend  his  venture. 

We  understand  that  Bro.  Skinner,  of  “NX,” 
has  again  demonstrated  that  he  is  a close  fol- 
lower of  Roosevelt,  even  if  Tie  will  not  acknowledge 
the  fact.  This  time  it  is  another  boy,  and  he  may 
grow  up  to  be  a more  corpulent  being  than  his 
dad. 

Bro.  Baldwin,  of  "NH,”  is  taking  instruction 
in  the  higher  branches  of  piano  and  pipe  organ 
music.  Bro.  B.  is  an  expert  piano  player,  as  well 
as  a fine  vocalist.  We  wish  him  success  in  his 
effort  to  become  a “star.” 

Bro.  Davis,  of  Falls  Village,  spent  Sunday  in  the 
"City  of  Elms,”  recently.  It  seemed  good  to  see 
his  smiling  face  once  more.  Wish  we  could  see 
it  more  frequently. 


Hartford  Division — 

Bro.  Carbery,  at  “B”  office,  Springfield,  has 
resigned  on  account  of  the  work  at  that  point  be- 
coming too  strenuous.  At  present  he  is  rusti- 
cating at  his  old  home  in  New  Haven. 

Sister  Reynolds,  formerly  day  telegrapher  and 
ticket  clerk  at  Thompsonville,  who  resigned  on 
account  of  the  unpleasant  conditions  which  pre- 
vailed at  that  point,  is  now  residing  at  her  home 
in  West  Derry,  N.  H.  Any  member  hearing  of  a 
suitable  vacancy  will  kindly  correspond  with  her 
or  Bro.  Secretary  McCormack. 

A new  office  has  opened  up  at  Berlin.  The 
freight  office  at  that  point  has  been  installed 
ready  for  business— call  “BU” — in  which  the 
inimitable  James  T.  O’ Day  predominates  as  dis- 
penser of  Morse. 

Bro.  Conway,  formerly  at  Bristol,  on  Highland 
Division,  has  transferred  to  this  Division  and  is 
holding  down  Berlin  “BN”  nights. 

Longmeadow  is  now  a telegraph  office— call 
“MW.”  Mr.  Brennan  appointed  agent. 

Bro.  Brooker,  agent  at  Yalesville,  has  welcomed 
the  end  of  the  election  campaign.  He,  being  a 
member  of  the  Meriden  Brass  Band,  was  kept 
busy  at  evening  parades,  etc. 

Bro.  Munson  is  still  at  North  Haven  nights. 
Understand  he  intends  becoming  a business  man, 
having  secured  an  option  on  brick  yard  No.  4. 


Two  new  men  at  Thompsonville;  don’t  know  who 
they  are;  some  Brother  get  busy  and  see  how  they 
stand. 

Business  on  our  msg  wire  No.  4,  very  heavy  at 
present;  case  of  “scrap”  to  get  in  on  k.  Some 
relief  should  be  given. 

It  is  coming  on  the  close  of  the  year,  and  we 
hope  that  all  members  on  this  Division  will  not 
forget  their  dues  for  Che  next  six  months.  $3-50 
will  procure  a new  card.  Will  call  again  next 
month.  “Uncle  Iks.” 


Highland  Division — 

Bro.  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Bateman,  of  Fair  Ground, 
have  just  returned  from  a five- weeks’  trip  through 
the  South,  visiting  Bro.  Bateman's  old  home  in 
Port  Republic,  Va.,  and  other  familiar  places.  A 
much  enjoyed  vacation  is  reported. 

These  vacations  are  life-savers  in  many  in 
stances,  and  we  are  always  glad  to  see  a Brother 
get  a little  rest  and  recreation,  anu  equally  glad 
to  see  them  return  to  their  old  duties. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Shepard  and  family  are  in  Iowa, 
visiting  Bro.  Shepard’s  parents,  and  will  also 
visit  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  and  other  points  of 
interest  in  the  West.  “Shop”  should  have  some 
good  yarns  to  turn  loose  when  he  returns  to  his 
duties  at  Southford. 

Bros.  Higgins  and  Ferguson,  of  Hawleyville, 
have  both  enjoyed  short  vacations  recently. 

Bro.  Costello,  recently  with  the  C.  N.  E.  at 
Maybrook,  states  that  if  any  Broth  .r  thinks 
seriously  of  going  to  that  place,  it  will  be  well  to 
leave  all  clothes  and  other  personal  effects  which 
cannot  be  attached  to  or  continuously  carried  on 
the  person,  behind.  He  states  that  be  lost  a good 
many  articles  of  clothing,  and  in  fact  everything 
that  could  not  be  carried  with  him. 

Bro.  Gallagher  has  been  relieving  Bro.  Bateman 
at  “FG”  during  “Bate’s”  trip. 

Bro.  Murphy,  first  trick  dispatcher  at  Mill 
Plain,  voted  for  Roosevelt,  so  the  story  goes,  and 
he  states  that  his  vote  is  what  won  the  day.  Bro. 
Leahy,  second  trick  man,  is  still  holding  his  vote 
for  a bid. 

Bro.  Bell,  at  Brewster,  has  no  politics  at  present 
writing. 

Ask  Bro.  Fox  about  his  sensational  train  catch. 

Bro.  Tuttle,  of  Croton,  attended  a football  game 
recently,  his  object  being  to  learn  just  how  they 
put  ’em  down  and  out.  He  has  need  of  this 
science  since  Bro.  Ward,  the  champion  scrapper 
an  all-around  squealer  went  to  “CR”  nights. 

Bro.  Hydrick,  the  martyr,  has  accepted  a posi- 
tion on  another  road,  having  resigned  his  place 
at  “PN”  on  account  of  night  work.  His  eyes 
needed  rest  from  the  continual  lamp-light. 

Bro.  Fowler  has  again  resumed  duty  after  a 
long  absence  on  account  of  illness. 

Bro.  Kearins,  k is  understood,  won  a fortune 
on  election,  and  if  report  is  true,  there  is  no 
good  reason  why  Bro.  Kearins  and  Bro.  Kent,  as 
well,  should  not  have  been  fully  posted  on  all 
matters  pertaining  to  politics  and  weH  qualified 
to  pick  the  winner. 
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Bro.  Earl,  at  “JC,”  is  off  for  a few  days,  Bro. 
Burns,  of  “CN”  office  relieving. 

Bros.  Hart  and  Carey,  of  “WJ”  and  “CN,”  do 
not  need  vacations.  Bro.  Hart’s  services  are  in- 
dispensable and  Bro.  Carey  is  wedded  to  “CN.” 

They  are  not  “Logee”  who  “Carey”  “Earl’s” 
“Hart”  Burns”  tablets. 

Paddy  Bourke,  the  Irish  Jew,  has  taken  his 
departure  to  parts  unknown.  However,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  he  has  taken  his  annual  trip 
home. 

We  find  the  Brothers  on  the  “High”  staunch 
and  true,  and  their  good  service  shows  plainly 
the  vast  difference  between  those  who  look  for- 
ward to  a brighter  future,  brought  about  by  their 
own  efforts,  and  those  who  await,  with  the  greed 
of  thieves,  the  chance  to  bring  profit  to  them- 
selves, the  result  of  hard  work  and  sacrifices  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  striving  to  uplift,  edu- 
cate and  make  happy  the  members  of  our  noble 
band.  Welcome  the  day  when  this  greed  shall 
fly  away  and  all  who  follow  this  profession  shall 
work  together  in  unity,  exercising  the  spirit  of 
brotherly  love  and  fraternity.  “Finis.” 


C.  N.  E.  Ry.  Notes — 

It  is  reported  that,  commencing  December  I, 
the  C.  N.  E.,  between  Hopewell  and  Maybrook, 
will  come  under  the  Highland  Division,  and  that 
the  New  York  Central  freight  will  be  handled  via 
Boston  Corners  and  Berkshire  Division. 

There  are  four  engineers  learning  the  Highland, 
Berkshire,  Nanga  and  New  York  Divisions  with 
the  understanding  that  commencing  December  i, 
trains  will  run  through  from  New  Haven  to 
Maybrook. 

There  are  a few  Brothers  on  this  line  and  a 
great  many  nons  to  gather  in. 

Bro.  Bishop,  at  East  Canaan,  is  one  of  our 
hustlers  and  always  at  his  post. 

Bro.  Carl,  at  Canaan,  is  kept  busy  taking  care 
of  the  bites  on  C.  N.  E.  and  Berkshire. 

Pleased  to  hear  that  Bro.  Wilsey,  at  Lloyd, 
joined  us  this  month.  Good  boy,  “FW,”  hope 
there  will  be  more  to  follow  your  example. 

Bro.  Wheeler,  at  Stanfordville,  is  the  oldest 
member  on  this  Division,  and  we  understand  he 
is  fishing  for  nons  all  the  time.  Well,  “B,” 
there  are  lots  of  them  along  your  line,  and  you 
will  soon  land  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Lasher,  agent  at  Pine  Plains,  as  an  ex- 
member,  having  got  lost  some  time  ago.  Better 
come  back,  “W,”  there  has  been  an  increase 
since  you  left 

Bro.  Shannon  watches  the  strings  at  St.  Elmo 
days,  and  Bro.  Murphy  does  the  “owl”  trick. 

Bro.  Maragraf,  agent  at  Ointondale,  is  now 
having  it  easier,  owing  to  the  fruit  season  being 
closed. 

Miss  Henderson,  at  Poughkeepsie  nights,  is 
holding  the  most  important  night  position  on  our 
line. 

I have  been  told  by  a Brother  that  Mr.  Gibbs, 
agent  at  Norfolk,  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  Angel, 
are  going  to  ride  Division  No.  ap’s  goat  in  the 


near  future.  Looks  as  though  “Mac”  would  have 
to  get  an  assistant,  the  way  they  are  coming  in. 

We  have  the  promise  of  three  nons  at  Pough- 
keepsie who  are  coming  in  soon.  We  hope  in 
time  for  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal.  Mr.  Tripp, 
at  “KS,”  Mr.  Fraleigh,  at  “PG,”  and  Mr.  Tyler, 
at  “GC.”  Boys,  you  don’t  want  to  wait  too  long, 
you  are  welcome  at  any  time. 

Owing  to  the  severe  snow  storm  on  die  13th, 
Bro.  Bowman,  night  pounder  at  Hopewell  “NG” 
office,  was  unable  to  get  to  duty  and  his  position 
was  covered  by  Bro.  Hart. 

We  were  pleased  to  run  across  Bro.  Manning, 
of  Seymour.  He  is  taking  a week’s  vacation. 
Hope  you  enjoy  it,  “M.” 

Mr.  Staihl,  first  trick  dispatcher,  and  Bro.  Christ- 
man, second  trick  dispatcher,  of  the  Highland 
Division,  spent  three  days  learning  our  road,  from 
Hopewell  to  Maybrook. 

Bro.  Costello,,  nights  at  “YD,”  Maybrook,  has 
resigned,  to  accept  a position  on  Berk  Division. 
“Peace  be  with  you,  “CX.”  Div.  Cor. 


Naugatuck  Division — 

As  we  have  had  nothing  on  our  Journal  from 
Division  No.  29  for  the  past  two  months,  I think 
it  about  time  there  was  something  doing,  so  will 
try  and  help  out  with  a few  notes  from  the 
Naugy  Division. 

There  is  not  much  news  to  give  from  the 
Naugy  Division,  as  things  don’t  change  much, 
but  there  is  lots  of  business,  freight  running  heavy 
and  we  can’t  see  where  business  has  dropped  off 
any  this  way. 

Bro.  La  Plant,  who  was  at  Waterbury  days,  for 
some  time,  has  left  and  accepted  a position  with 
Uncle  Sam.  Sorry  to  lose  you,  “CY,”  but  hope 
you  like  the  change  and  that  you  will  always 
carry  an  up-to-date  card. 

Bro.  Wooding,  Waterbury,  nights,  to  the  day 
trick.  A new  man  on  nights  who,  we  understand, 
does  not  believe  in  the  O.  R.  T.  Some  one  get 
after  him  and  put  him  wise  to  some  of  the  good 
things  the  O.  R.  T.  does. 

Bro.  J.  Wymer,  Ansonia  days,  to  Seymour  days. 
Bro.  Hufcut,  Seymour  days  to  “KY”  nights.  Mr. 
Wicrs,  Ansonia  nights  to  the  day  trick.  No  regu- 
lar man  at  Ansonia  nights  as  yet. 

Bro.  Manning,  of  Seymour,  nights,  spent  a few 
days  with  his  mother  in  Poughkeepsie,  we  under- 
stand she  refused  to  let  him  in  at  his  first  ap- 
pearance, as  she  thought,  from  his  looks  he  was 
one  of  the  beef  trust  magnates.  He  at  last  was 
identified  by  a friend,  who,  after  some  trouble, 
succeeded  in  convincing  the  mother  that  it  was 
her  long  lost  son.  It’s  too  bad,  “VN,”  you  have 
grown  so  large  your  own  folks  don’t  know  you. 
“CS”  certainly  agrees  with  you. 


New  York  Division,  No.  26. 

Harlem  Line  Notes — 

There  seems  to  be  a great  scarcity  of  “block 
station  telegraphers”  all  over  the  country  now. 
The  Harlem  line  is  very  short  handed.  The  stu- 
dent busness  has  steadily  decreased,  owing  to 
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organization,  while  the  railroad  mileage  has  rapidly 
increased.  It  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  respectable  R.  R.  employes 
who  have  been  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
traveling  public  all  through  life  will  be  able  to 
give  their  families  and  themselves  the  proper  at- 
tention and  support  they  are  entitled  to. 

Bro.  “Rube”  Stone,  first  trick  dispatcher,  has 
been  presented  with  a baby  girl.  Congratulations. 

Bro.  John  Downes,  at  Mo.  Tower,  has  resigned 
his  position.  Some  “line”  telegrapher  will  be 
selected  to  fill  the  vacancy;  and  in  addition,  a 
split  trick  telegrapher  will  be  appointed.  This 
leaves  two  vacancies  for  regular  positions  and  one 
ext"?. 

In  regard  to  individual  benefit,  I suppose  some 
of  the  Brothers  feel  satisfied,  while  others  may 
feel  a trifle  disappointed  with  the  committee  re- 
sults. If  the  dissatisfied  ones  will  look  back  at 
the  record,  they  will  find  that  they  have  steadily 
gained  ground  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  while 
they  now  remain  ait  a standstill,  the  present  out- 
look (with  organization  back  of  them)  shows  one 
hundred  chances  of  increase  to  one  chance  of  de- 
crease in  advantages.  Let  us  extend  our  thanks 
to  Bro.  Fred  Von  Hattan  for  his  efforts. 

Cert.  i 68. 


“L”  Notes — 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce  the  presenta- 
tion of  a baby  girl  to  Bro.  J.  A.  Haughey.  Mother 
and  daughter  both  doing  well.  Congratulations. 
Bro.  Haughey  is  an  earnest  worker  for  our  Di- 
vision, and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  Brothers. 
It  is  too  bad  that  sonic  of  our  members  do  not 
take  pattern  after  him  and  exhibit  a little  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Division.  Our  meetings 
lately  have  not  been  very  well  attended.  We 
hope  that  these  “drones”  will  soon  awaken  and 
help  the  handful  of  men  who  are  now  the  sole 
workers.  The  success  of  the  organization,  as 
well  as  the  Division,  depends  on  the  support  and 
interest  of  each  individual  member,  and  when  that 
interest  is  lacking,  there  can  be  no  benefit  to  the 
laborer. 

The  committee  has  worked  laboriously  to  make 
the  ball  a grand  event  and  a success. 

The  N.  Y.  Central  System  Division  has  been 
instituted  now,  and  is  known  as  Division  No.  142. 
The  Secretary  requests  all  delinquents  to  remit 
to  him,  so  that  he  can  transfer  the  Central  men 
to  the  new  Division.  Cert.  108. 

Putnam  Notes — 

What’s  the  matter  with  Bro.  Lew  Brown,  at 
“BA?”  Everything  was  O.  K.  previous  to  that 
eventful  trip  to  Long  Island.  Come,  “W,”  keep 
in  touch.  Fancy  the  scare  we  are  getting,  with 
Bros.  M.  E.  Cuddy  and  Martin  Durkin  on  the 
still  hunt. 

Bro.  Whitson,  of  Briar  Cliff  Manor,  who  has 
been  laid  up  with  sickness  for  the  past  two 
months,  is  slowly  recovering.  The  last  accounts 
of  him  were  to  the  effect  that  he  could  walk,  with 
a little  assistance.  We  may  have  him  in  a month 
or  two,  and  hope  to  see  him  as  well  as  ever. 


Harry  Warner,  newly  appointed  agent  at  Briar 
Cliff  Manor,  has  made  up  his  mind  to  join  hands- 
We  arc  glad  to  have  you,  “HW." 

Miss  La  Farge,  at  Tarrytown  Heights,  keeps  her 
pen  in  the  ink,  ever  ready  to  do  the  signing.  It’s 
only  a question  of  time  now. 

What’s  die  trouble  with  the  “Night  Owl”  Mer- 
ritt, at  Pocantico  doing  something  with  or  for  the 
agent.  He  might  coax  him.  Try  it,  “M,”  for 
luck,  and  if  you  succeed,  we  may  let  you  visit 
“F.” 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father, 
in  His  infinite  wisdom,  to  call  to  that  land  of 
heavenly  rest  the  beloved  mother  of  our  Brother, 
J.  II.  Dooley,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  telegraphers  of  Knicker- 
bocker Division,  No.  26,  Order  of  the  Railroad 
Telegraphers,  realizing  the  great  loss  sustained  by 
our  worthy  brother,  extend  our  heartfelt  sym 
pathy,  humbly  recommending  him  to  the  care  of 
the  ever-present  and  merciful  God  for  consolation; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  our  afflicted  Brother;  and  a copy  to  the 
Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publication. 

M.  G.  Wooley, 

A.  L.  McBaiw, 

Committee. 


Providence  Division,  No.  35. 

The  November  meeting  found  a fairly  good  at 
tendance  on  hand,  but  as  is  invariably  the  case, 
ine  number  of  out-of-town  Brothers  were  largely 
in  excess  of  those  who  resided  in  the  city.  If 
the  Brothers  who  reside  in  the  cky  showed  the 
same  amount  of  enthusiasm  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  Order  in  general,  and  their  Division  in  par- 
ticular as  those  who  travel  from  twenty  to  fifty 
miles  to  attend  meetings,  and  then  are  compelled 
to  return  home  on  freight  trains,  losing  a whole 
night’s  rest  for  the  sake  of  showing  their  loyalty 
to  the  organization  that  is  working  for  their  bene 
fit,  we  would  be  able  to  say,  with  pride,  that  the 
whole  New  Haven  System  was  practically  solid. 
Still  ours  will  be  the  glory  of  the  achievement. 
The  harder  and  fiercer  the  bottle,  the  greater  the 
glory  and  honor  to  those  by  whose  persistent 
efforts  and  steadfast  determination  to  win,  and  that 
too,  in  spite  of  the  negligence  that  is  practiced  by 
Brothers  who  have  taken  a solemn  obligation  to 
do  their  share  of  the  battle  and  assist  in  the 
struggle  of  emancipation.  Those  silent  Brothers 
missed  a treat  that  may  well  cause  them  keen  re- 
gret. We  had  the  very  great  pleasure  of  listening 
to  an  address  from  Bro.  Lackwell  Mc(«ough,  of 
the  Textile  Union,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  The 
account  he  gave  us  of  the  heroic  struggle  which 
they  are  putting  up  at  Fall  River,  and  the  sacri- 
fices they  are  making  there  against  conditions 
which  practically  means  servitude,  would  have 
been  an  object  lesson  to  those  Brothers  who  con- 
sider it  too  much  of  a sacrifice  to  give  two  or 
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three  hours  of  one  night  a month  to  their  or- 
ganization. 

The  contribution  which  the  Division  voted  to 
help  them  was  freely  given,  and  we  most  earnestly 
hope  that  they  will  soon  be  rewarded  by  that 
victory  which  they  have  so  valiantly  striven  for. 

Now,  a few  words  to  the  Brothers  who  reside  in 
Providence  and  the  near  vicinity.  The  Brothers 
who  are  stationed  out  on  the  road  and  who  have 
to  catch  extra  freight  trains  to  get  home  in  time 
to  get  to  work  in  the  morning  ask,  on  seeing  the 
attendance  at  meetings,  “Where  are  all  the 
Brothers  who  live  in  the  city?  I don't  see  many 
of  them  here.  Don’t  they  attend  meetings  at 
all?”  It  is  then  they  begin  to  ask  themselves 
why  they  should  put  themselves  to  such  incon- 
venience and  lose  a night’s  rest  to  attend  meet- 
ings, when  Brothers  who  live  almost  in  the  same 
block  with  Division  headquarters  do  not  attend. 
Can  you  expect  their  interest  will  keep  up  when 
such  glaring  indifference  is  in  evidence  each  meet- 
ing night?  It  does  not  seem  possible  that  human 
beings,  endowed  by  nature  with  the  abilities  that 
are  necessary  in  one  to  attain  perfection  in  his 
chosen  profession  with  all  its  responsibilities, 
should  show  such  an  i/tter  indifference  when  it 
comes  to  a question  of  such  vital  importance  as 
now  confronts  us. 

I hope  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  again  bring 
this  matter  to  their  attention.  I am  tired  of  being 
compelled  to  bring  this  up  so  often,  and  I feel 
sure  Brother  Quick  is  also  of  the  same  mind,  and 
I hope  that  these  Brothers  will  turn  over  a new 
leaf  New  Year’s  with  a determination  to  let 
nothing  prevent  them  from  ascending  the  marble 
stairway  the  third  Saturday  night  of  each  month 
during  the  year  of  our  Lord  1905,  and  of  the 
independence  of  our  profession  the  19th. 


Notes — 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Old  Reliable  John 
Wood,  first  trick,  Auburn  tower,  back  to  duty 
again.  We  missed  you,  John,  and  hope  you  will 
soon  recover  your  usual  agility. 

Mr.  Gardiner,  of  Westerly  Tower,  is  wearing 
the  “smile  that  won’t  come  off.’’  I “13”  it  is  a 
bouncing  boy.  Am  I right,  Gene? 

The  most  popular  person  upon  the  Shore  Line 
Division  is  supposed  to  be  the  paymaster,  but  Mr. 
Mignaut,  the  genial  relief  towerman,  is  giving  him 
^ close  run  for  the  honor.  “MU”  is  always  “OT.” 

The  painters  are  paying  each  tower  on  the 
Division  a visit  and  making  them  a thing  of  beauty 
and  joy  to  the  eye.  M.  O.  T. 


Worcester  Division  Notes — 

C.  F.  Clancey,  of  Millville,  has  just  returned 
from  the  West  and  reports  a good  time,  having 
seen  his  old  friend,  Ross,  formerly  at  Uxbridge, 
who  is  making  it  go  in  tip-top  fashion. 

D.  G.  Garriespy  bolds  down  "HX”  tower,  hav- 
ing been  promoted  from  spare  man. 

Northbridge  has  a new  man,  Mr.  A.  Lewis,  for- 
merly of  Moosup,  Conn. 


Operator  Harrington,  of  Nyatt,  has  filled  the 
vacancy  at  Manville,  Mr.  O.  A.  Weeks  having 
been  promoted. 

C.  N.  Chauflie,  of  Saundersville,  took  a bride 
and  spent  his  honeymoon  and  vacation  at  his  old 
home  in  New  York  State.  There  are  plenty  of 
cigars  on  the  market,  “CN.” 


Trenton  Division,  No.  85. 

The  regular  meeting  of  Division  85,  held  in 
November,  was  attended  by  the  usual  regular  at- 
tendants, and  business  of  importance  was  trans- 
acted that  should  have  brought  out  a large  at- 
tendance. The  report  of  Bro.  Eppehimer,  Chair- 
man of  L.  B.  of  R.,  was  of  such  a nature  that 
it  was  expected  those  Brothers  who  are  interested 
would  be  on  hand  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Chair- 
man. Small  wonder  some  of  our  fellows  don’t 
know  of  anything  pertaining  to  their  own  in- 
terests when  they  won’t  come  out  once  a month 
to  hear  it.  Some  don’t  take  trouble  to  remember 
the  third  Friday. 

Those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  hear  Bro. 
Eppehimer’s  report  were  greatly  pleased  with  the 
same.  The  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its 
good  work  in  the  recent  matters  coming  before  it, 
and  we  are  more  than  encouraged  in  the  fact  that 
“Eagle  Eyes”  are  open  and  doing  business. 

Two  new  members  elected  to  membership,  and  it 
goes  without  saying  that  the  calibre  of  the  same 
is  O.  K. 

From  the  feeling  expressed  on  all  sides,  we  can 
safely  say  the  Brothers  on  the  M.  K.  & T.  have 
warm  sympathizers  on  the  Pennsylvania,  which 
will  be  backed  by  the  necessary  funds,  if  needed. 
The  boys,  to  a man,  arc  glad  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  put  up  and  help  such  a band  as  the* 
telegraphers  on  the  “Katy.”  They  certainly  have 
raised  the  stock  above  par.  Who  said  the  teleg- 
raphers did  not  have  the  backbone? 

The  proposed  system  division  seems  to  have  few 
supporters  in  our  bailiwick,  the  opinion  prevailing 
that  it  would  have  a tendency  to  kill  the  Order 
that  the  local  Lodges  in  this  vicinity  have  done 
so  much  to  build  up.  We  think,  with  every  mem- 
ber within  twenty  miles  of  his  Lodge  room,  he 
could  at  least  come  out  once  a month,  and  busi- 
ness could  be  facilitated  as  well  as  under  a sys- 
tem division. 

We  hear  of  some  Brothers  who  never  seem  satis- 
fied unless  they  have  an  iron  working,  or  the 
Board  continuously  working,  losing  sight  of  the 
fact  that  what  has  been  done  in  the  past  and  the 
protection  that  always  comes  to  a member  of  the 
Order. 

, We  hear  some  of  our  men  are  about  to  locate  in 
New  York,  taking  positions  in  the  Subway  over 
there.  We  don’t  blame  some  of  our  younger  men 
in  seeking  to  better  their  condition  by  way  of 
shorter  hours  and  better  remuneration. 

We  hear  of  the  old  chestnut  gag  of  working 
trains  by  telephone  being  tried  on  the  Air  Line 
at  Philadelphia.  A little  trouble  and  a wreck  or 
two  will  show  how  it  will  work  out.  It  may  be 
all  right  where  trains  are  few  and  far  between,  but 
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where  they  are  as  thick  as  the  hair  on  a dog — 
never  1 

The  freight  traffic  on  the  New  York  Division 
was  never  heavier  than  at  present 

Bro.  Carty  is  now  on  the  extra  list,  living  at 
Bristol. 

Bro.  Lister  is  now  located  at  “DU,”  Delair,  on 
the  Delaware  Bridge  Branch. 

Bro.  Oliver  has  gone  to  “SA,”  South  Eliza- 
beth, first  trick. 

Bro.  Howe  is  able  to  line  up  at  meetings  now 
without  fail.  Day  work  did  it 

The  boys  of  No.  10  might  come  down  to  our 
meetings  oftener.  We  think  it  would  help  fra- 
ternalism  if  nothing  else. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Morris  has  a remedy  for  some  of 
the  younger  boys  who  persist  in  late  hours.  He 
says  a cup  of  cold  water  is  a sure  cure  to  wake 
’em  up. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Cutler  would  do  well  to  get  in  line 
now.  He  is  the  only  half  man  left  at  “DO.” 

Bro.  Schenck  has  the  sympathy  of  the  Brothers 
in  the  recent  loss  of  his  daughter. 

Bro.  “Jake”  Groendyke  ought  to  get  off  once 
a month  early  and  come  down  to  help  facilitate 
transportation  matters.  If  you  don’t  push,  you 
may  be  forgotten. 

Bro.  Knight  has  been  off,  6ick  with  rheumatism, 
but  is  back  on  duty  again. 

Bro.  Kleavcr  has  been  working  as  agent  at 
Carpenter  and  Upsal  stations  the  last  few  weeks. 
Bill  don't  line  up  to  the  meetings  like  he  used  to. 
He  must  be  getting  old. 

There  seems  to  be  a tendency  among  our  fel- 
lows to  forget  the  third  Friday.  When  it  rolls 
around  they  forget  all  about  it,  they  say,  when 
asked  why  they  don’t  attend  meetings.  We  would 
suggest  putting  a large  ring  around  this  date  on 
their  calendar.  Bro.  Howe  recommends  this  as 
a sure  reminder. 

Among  the  many  old  timers  who  have  passed 
from  the  active  stage  in  the  telegraph  department 
on  the  New  York  Division,  there  never  was  one 
who  carried  with  him  more  good  will  from  the 
telegraphers  working  on  the  Division  than  John 
Plant,  former  train  dispatcher  in  “JC.”  John 
was  always  a gentleman.  If  he  did  not  have  a 
kind  word  to  say,  you  may  rest  assured  it  would 
not  be  a harsh  one.  I fail  to  find  among  the 
oldest  of  our  men  the  slightest  recollection  of 
John  Plant  roasthig  a man  on  the  train  dis- 
patchers’ wire.  That  is  a record.  Old  “F”  had 
friends  among  us  all  for  the  simple  reason,  he 
did  not  think  he  was  the  only  thing,  and  would 
roast  men  for  little  things  that  a school  girl  would 
not  stop  to  notice. 

It  is  rumored  that  old  Santa  Claus  will  be  oil 
hand  to  distribute  gifts  on  the  third  Friday  in 
December  and  it  will  be  worth  while  for  all  to 
come  out.  We  hear  Eppy  is  to  get  a new  wig 
for  his  bald  pate;  Parker,  a season  ticket  for  the 
Trent  Theater  for  himself,  wife  and  Cliff;  Doc 
Vansant,  a pass  between  Philadelphia  and  Trenton; 
Haines,  an  extension  of  the  trolley  to  Kuserville; 
Chamberlain,  a trip  to  Logan,  Iowa;  “Skeets” 
Howe,  appointed  as  assessor  in  Philadelphia  for 


another  year;  W.  R.  Morris,  a large  check  for  sell 
ing  patent  gas  burners;  Frank  Cutler,  a corner  oa 
the  suit  club  market;  Tom  Brown,  a new  eight 
hour  ticket  for  “GK”  tower;  Murray,  a chance  t: 
renew  acquaintance  with  old-time  friends  on  Stax 
Street;  Raub,  a job  on  the  Subway;  Kelly,  a tras 
due  ait  “KX”  aboht  7:00  p.  m.;  Baker,  a ne* 
umbrella;  Ward,  a trolley  pass  to  “C;”  Groen- 
dyke, an  annual  on  the  P.  R.  R.;  G.  W.  Cutler, 
a helpmate  for  life;  Carty,  an  office  with  at- 
tachments used  by  physical  culturists;  Hoffman, 
a chance  to  play  ball  all  next  summer;  Coate,  1 
trip  to  Tennessee  next  summer;  Gill,  a medal  for 
attendance;  Lister,  a visit  from  his  friend,  tbe 
Governor,  in  South  Jersey;  last,  but  not  least,  tic 
assurance  of  large  attendance  at  all  meetings  nesi 
year. 

Merry  Christmas  and  a Happy  New  Year  . 

Not  a Bexe. 


Wilkesbarre  Division,  No.  67. 

Were  you  present?  No?  Then  you  missc-' 
one  of  the  best  times  of  many  moons.  Tn-i: 
feed.  Ob,  my!  And  the  liquid  refreshments. 
Well.  Well.  And  then,  you  wouldn’t  want  to 
overlook  the'  smokes.  I guess  not  Bro.  NeUi 
gan  took  particular  pains  to  procure  the  best 
“Union  Made”  in  town,  and  there  was  enough  to 
go  around  twice.  The  way  the  boys  got  behind 
the  Havana  product  and  fil’ed  the  atmosphere 
with  that  O.  R.  T.  smoke,  would  have  done  your 
heart  good  to  witness. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  and  regularly 
opened  at  8:30  p.  m.,  Bro.  A.  Mann  acting  as 
Chief,  in  the  chair.  There  was  a large  number 
present  from  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  Jersey  Cen- 
tral; also  quite  a number  of  visiting  Brothers 
from  the  D.  & H.  The  regular  order  of  business 
being  gone  through,  and  all  seeming  anxious  to 
get  busy  with  the  edibles,  the  meeting  closed  m 
due  form  at  9:40  p.  m.  The  committee  of  ar- 
rangement then  got  busy  and  in  a very  short 
space  of  time  had  transformed  the  room,  produc 
ing  loads  and  loads  of  good  things  to  eat  and 
drink.  After  satisfying  the  inner  man,  and  getting 
next  to  a cigar,  speeches  were  in  order,  in  which 
nearly  every  one  present  took  part.  Bro.  Nelli 
gan  favored  us  with  an  interesting  address  on  the 
Order,  past  and  present,  organization,  and  the 
conditions  as  they  are  to-day  compared  with  ten 
years  ago.  He  urged  the  Lehigh  Valley  brothers 
not  to  lose  courage  in  that  they  did  not  manage 
to  secure  a schedule  inside  of  one  year,  that  good 
things  come  slow  and  that  as  was  the  case  with 
the  Jersey  Central,  it  took  three  years  before  they 
managed  to  get  recognized  at  all.  That  they  do 
not  lose  their  interest  and  drop  out,  just  “keep 
sawing  wood,”  that  schedule  is  bound  to  come. 
Asked  if  they  ever  stopped  to  think  that  if  the 
Order  was  not  successful  (seemingly)  with  theta 
as  members,  if  they  thought  it  would  make  it 
more  successful  for  them  to  drop  out  of  it. 

Also  had  interesting  remarks  by  other  Brother* 
Bro.  M.  D.  Moot,  General  Chairman  of  the  D.  k 
H.,  gave  us  some  very  interesting  and  beneficial 
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pointers  on  committee  work.  He  also  gave  us  a 
brief  account  of  their  struggle  in  obtaining  their 
present  schedule. 

Bro.  Harry'Yohn,  an  old  member  of  Division  67, 
but  for  several  years  past  working  in  Pittsburg, 
was  present  at  the  meeting,  and  favored  us  with 
an  interesting  account  of  organization  and  con- 
ditions in  that  territory. 

It  seems  to  me.  Brothers,  that  we  might  have  an 
interesting  meeting  like  this  every  month  if  you 
would  only  put  a little  more  effort  in  the  attempt. 
A Lodge  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  members  ought  to  turn  out  thirty  or  forty 
once  each  month  anyhow.  What  if  you  do  have 
to  lose  the  time.  Come  once  in  three  months  any- 
way, and  help  the  thing  along.  You  don't  realize 
what  you  are  missing  by  staying  away.  Even  Bro. 
Peterson,  from  away  up  at  McDougall,  was  there, 
having  to  lose  two  days  and  come  over  two 
hundred  miles  to  attend.  If  more  of  you  had 
some  of  this  “grit”  I think  it  would  be  good  for 
you. 

Bro.  J.  Nelligan,  having  secured  a better  posi- 
tion with  the  Wilkes  Barre  News,  as  special  agent, 
has  not  been  working  at  the  profession  for  the  past 
month.  But  as  ever  before,  Bro.  J.  has  the  in- 
terest of  the  Order  at  heart,  and  is  taking  active 
part  in  the  furtherance  of  the  cause. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Bro.  Evans  back  among  the 
ranks  again,  having  decided  that  it  was  a better 
country  to  live  in  around  Wilkesbarre.  We  all 
welcome  him  back. 


P.  & N.  Y.  Notes— 

Bro.  Jim  Van  Ostrand,  of  Ransom,  is  on  the 
sick  list  the  past  month,  up  at  his  home  in  New- 
field.  Last  reports  were  that  he  was  recovering 
nicely.  Might  do  a little  missionary  work  with 
that  non  there  while  you  arc  up  that  way,  Jim. 

W.  F.  Rotnous  is  acting  as  agent  at  Ransom  in 
the  absence  of  “Long  Jim.” 

Bro.  D.  Z.  Dennis,  of  the  Laceyville  office,  is 
on  a two  months’  leave  of  absence,  taking  life 
easy  down  in  old  North  Carolina.  Don’t  keep 
your  heart  pinned  on  your  sleeve  down  that  way, 
“Dewey,”  like  you  do  around  “W”  and  ‘‘V,’ 
there  may  be  two  of  you  when  you  come  back.  • 
Bro.  Frank  Parish,  formerly  agent  at  Cayuta, 
since  the  closing  of  which  he  has  been  relief  agent, 
is  working  at  “V”  in  place  of  Bro.  Dennis. 
Can’t  you  get  that  agent  to  come  our  way,  “P.” 
Bro.  Andrew  Kelliher  is  back  in  Sayre  relay 
office  again,  after  working  a month  copying  in 
"SY.”  during  the  illness  of  “Old  Dave.” 

Charles  W.  Aldridge,  formerly  of  the  Sayre 
relay  job,  at  present  with  the  W.  U.  at  Buffalo,  is 
visiting  old  friends  in  Sayre  a few  days  last 
month.  “QR”  is  looking  fine  and  dandy. 

North  Spencer  closed  nights,  commencing  last 
month.  E.  L.  Shepard,  night  man,  has  discon- 
tinued railroading  and  will  “farm  it”  over  in  the 
Danby  hills.  This  is  a wise  shot  on  his  part.  It 
will  make  a little  longer  hours  for  Bro.  Pounds, 
but  “E”  says  he  can  stand  “er,”  so  long  as  he 
gets  those  two  days. 


There  is  talk  around  that  Reeder  and  Hinman 
will  be  closed  days  after  the  middle  of  December. 
If  this  is  done  it  will  make  several  changes  and  a 
mix-up  at  several  places,  throwing  at  least  two 
now  working  steady  out  on  the  relief  list. 

The  students  are  pretty  well  thinned  out  on  our 
Division  just  at  present;  I am  glad  to  say.  Wy- 
sox  and  Newfield  are  the  principal  places  where 
they  arc  being  cultivated  in  large  quantities.  They 
do  say  that  Williams  and  Messinger  both  have  a 
fine  crop  coming  along  in  nice  shape.  And  we  do 
not  doubt  it,  having  heard  the  numerous  and 
pleasing  wire  interruptions  on  these  branches.  Let 
loose  on  these  places  again  boys,  and  see  if  you 
can’t  wipe  them  off  the  map. 

Bro.  F.  W.  Lewis  worked  the  last  two  weeks  in 
November  at  Varick,  in  the  absence  of  Agent  O. 
C.  Goldsmith,  who  was  on  a vacation  trip  to 
New  York  and  points  east. 

The  extra  force  have  all  been  pretty  busy  the 
past  month,  owing  to  rather  a large  amount  of 
sickness  and  Brothers  on  vacations. 

Note  the  telephone  scare  is  being  worked  on  the 
Erie  road  the  past  month.  The  Brothers  over  that 
way  are  too  wise  to  pay  attention  to  such  rumors, 
knowing  that  they  are  only  cases  of  bluff,  being 
put  out  by  the  officials.  It  generally  ends  in  pre- 
parations only;  they  , hardly  ever  get  up  any 
equipment  with  the  intention  of  taking  the  place 
of  the  telegraph  for  train  running. 

Well,  Brothers,  news  is  a scarce  article  this  time, 
and  as  it  is  already  late  in  the  month,  will  have 
to  hurry  this  article  to  Bro.  Quick.  Don’t  lose 
sight  of  the  monthly  meetings — keep  after  the 
nons,  and  pay  your  dues  early.  It  makes  it 
easier  for  your  secretary.  “Bob.” 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  30. 

The  most  noteworthy  thing  we  have  seen  in  the 
current  Journal  is  the  status  of  the  “unpleasant- 
ness” on  the  Katy — the  length  of  duration  it  has 
attained.  There  must  be  some  very  bull-headed 
railway  officials  at  the  head  of  the  affair  for  the 
Katy,  to  continue  this  state  of  affairs,  in  the  face 
of  such  a diminution  of  traffic  as  we  are  advised 
they  arc  sustaining.  Perhaps  the  stockholders 
will  feel  the  pinch  of  diminished  dividends  later 
on  and  suggest  a change  in  managers. 

The  usual  batch  of  “expulsions”  is  also  seen  at 
the  top  of  the  page  set  aside  for  M.  D.  B.  state- 
ments. You  will  note  this  Division  is  represented 
in  the  list.  While  it  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to 
do — cut  adrift  an  old  frater — it  is  the  only  thing 
to  do  when  that  frater  lets  loose  at  you  and 
everything  formerly  held  mutually  dear.  There 
is  no  accounting  for  these  little  vagaries  of  the 
mind.  Various  causes  enter  into  the  “why”  of  it, 
and  of  course  each  must  be  judged  on  its  own 
merits. 

The  notes  from  this  Division  sent  out  for  the 
November  number  appear  not  to  have  connected. 
Though  a bit  late,  perhaps,  in  leaving  the  East,  it 
does  seem  that  “stuff”  received  in  St.  Louis  by 
the  last  day  of  the  month  should  be  able  to  con- 
nect for  the  number  which  we  seldom  get  till  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1598 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


22d  of  the  following  month.  I merely  mention 
this  to  let  you  know  that  “stuff”  was  sent  out. 
The  copy  for  the  October  number  reached  head- 
quarters in  time  for  the  November  number. 

Our  craft  hereabouts  will  before  long  have  an 
opportunity  of  assembling  at  a social  function  in 
which  we  hope  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the 
other  Divisions  in  this  city  and  our  sister  Division 
over  the  river. 

Bro.  Conway,  of  No.  4,  must  stand  as  the 
originator  of  the  idea,  and  to  him  we  ascribe  the 
credit.  Though  a member  of  another  Division, 
Bro  C.  is  so  much  interested  in  the  organization 
uiat  he  overlooks  a little  thing  like  holding  back 
in  order  to  allow  his  own  Division  to  be  the  first 
in  the  field,  as  would  have  been  natural,  but  as 
intimated,  Dick  is  different. 

One  more  accession  to  our  ranks  from  that 
former  Gibraltar  of  the  enemy-the  general  office 
—and  we  hear  there  are  many  more  with  their 
faces  turning  to  the  light.  Great  credit  is  due 
the  boys  who  have  been  working  up  this  fie  d, 

which  has  been  a hard  one.  There  are  some  oM- 

timers,"  however,  mixed  in,  who  we  hardly  expect 
to  reach — though  if  ever  they  do  have  a vision  and 
rouse  themselves,  we  will  do  our  part  in  the 

^The  candidacy  of  Bro.  Adam  Reed  for  the  Ad- 
visory Board  of  Relief  Department  is  meeting 
with  great  favor  among  the  craft,  and  if  we 
could  depend  on  the  telegraphers  all  along  the 
line  doing  their  duty  as  such,  Adam  would  go  in 
for  the  three-year  term.  Our  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice should  be  represented  on  that  Board,  and  w 
hope  Bro.  Reed  will  come  out  a winner. 

Bro  Harry  A.  Smith,  who  has  been  bucking  the 
extra  list  on  the  Terminal  for  some  time,  has 
struck  out  for  other  climesr—  farther  north  3 
he  is  doing  stunts  in  the  New  York  Subway. 
Harry  is  one  in  a dozen  as  to  ability  and  ex- 
perience and  we  are  sorry  to  lose  him. 

Bro  G.  W.  Bennett  has  returned  to  work  after 
an  absence  of  three  weeks  on  account  of  sickness. 

The  recent  Commercial  Telegraphers  smoker 
and  entertainment,  we  learn,  was  a rousing  suc- 
cess. Many  of  the  O.  R.  T.  fraternity  were  m 
evidence,  and  quite  a number  would  have  been 
mere  but  for  the  fact  of  having  overlooked  the 
date.  The  Commercial  boys  are  certainly  making 
progressive  strides  in  organizing.  They  have  a 
journal  which  they  may  well  feel  proud  of— it 
reflects  credit  on  the  editor,  Bro.  Will  C.  Long. 
May  tneir  organization  continue  to  grow  and 
the  means  of  materially  improving  that  branch 
of  our  craft.  Any  one  desiring  to  communicate 
with  the  Philadelphia  Local  No.  22,  or  secure  any 
information  may  be  enlightened  by  writing  to 
Bro.  J.  F.  Neary,  No.  1227  Daly  Street,  Phila- 


delphia,  Pa. 

Bro.  James  A.  Quinn  is  still  on  the  convalescent 
list,  following  an  attack  of  typhoid  fcver; 
has  been  a particularly  trying  siege  for  “KW. 
while  confined  to  his  bed  but  a short  time,  as  this 
fever  usually  runs,  it  has  left  him  very  weak 
indeed.  His  doctor  forbids  him  going  on  night 
duty  for  several  months  after  he  does  return  to 


duty,  which  will  probably  be  in  two  or  three 
weeks. 

Bro.  Fred  B.  Fraim  is  off  on  his  vacation — up 
the  State  on  the  hunt  for  “bar”  and  other  wild 
game.  Bro.  J.  W.  Richman  is  holding  down  the 
first  trick  at  Powelton  Ave.  during  the  absence  of 
Fred.  A new  code  of  bell  tops  governing  move- 
ments about  the  yard  went  into  effect  on  Novem- 
ber 20.  We  have  one  movement  which  requires 
33  taps,  6,  9 and  8,  in  the  order  named;  they 
are  repeated,  of  course,  thus  making  46  “jingles” 
to  convey  from  the  yardmaster’s  office  to  the 
towerman  that  a certain  movement  is  wanted. 

48  taps  is  the  limit,  but  is  seldom  made. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Brown,  of  Division  No.  4,  »s  still 
out  in  the  highlands  of  Colorado.  We  “13”  he  is 
pleased  with  his  location  and  think  it  will  do  him 
much  good.  We  trust  it  may,  and  Bro.  B.  soon 
return  to  his  family  and  friends. 

The  agitation  for  system  division  has  struck  us 
in  earnest,  and  it  is  now  up  to  the  individual 
membership  as  to  how  we  go.  The  committee  who 
had  the  mattef  in  charge  have  decided  in  favor. 
Ere  this  reaches  the  boys,  ballots  will  have  been 
distributed  for  or  against. 

We  hear  that  the  school  of  telegraphy,  con- 
ducted in  the  P.  R.  R-  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building  by 
Prof.  (?)  Kromer,  is  nearly  in  full  blast  on  the 
winter  term,  turning  out  talent  to  knock  about  on 
the  extra  list  on  some  line.  Thankful  to  say  we 
have  not  been  bothered  with  any  of  the  output  on 
this  Division  as  yet.  Wonder  what  is  done  with 
the  finished  product— if  the  shop  be  capable  of 
“finishing”  anything— it  must  be  shipped  to  foreign 
lines.  Wonder  if  we  could  buy  the  Professor  off, 
by  offering  him  an  increase  over  what  the  Com- 
pany pays  him.  It  might  be  the  best  move  we 
could  make  toward  eliminating  this  “factory.” 
Don’t  think  there  is  anyone  else  could  be  found 
to  take  it  up.  What  think  you  boys— shall  we  buy 
him  off? 

Bro.  F.  S.  Niepling,  of  Waterford,  N.  J.,  is  just 
able  to  sit  up,  following  his  attack  of  typhoid 
fever.  He  hopes  to  be  out  of  doors  by  Christ- 
mas. 

Bro.  James  G.  Leech  is  slowly  improving  we  are 
pleased  to  state.  Bro.  Harry  E.  Bisbing  returned 
to  work  on  the  7th  inst. 

We  still  have  a few  nons  in  our  midst  as  it 
were,  and  it  “do  seem  sartin  sure”  that  we  never 
will  be  able  to  land  them.  What  sort  of  channels 
do  their  thoughts  run  through,  anyway,  that  they 
are  enabled  to  withstand  the  pressure  so  effectually 

they  received  the  same  increases  that  we  other 

fellows  did;  they  do  not  have  any  larger  families 
to  provide  for  than  we  do;  and  yet,  all  they  can 
say  is,  “I  can’t  afford  it.”  No.  If  another 
$120.00  were  added  per  year,  they  would  be  as 
hard  up  then  as  now,  or  they  were  before  the 
increases.  Of  course,  living  has  increased.  We 
all  know  that;  and  it  hits  us  all  in  like  proportion. 
The  only  difference  I can  see  is  that  some  people 
have  little  gratitude  to  spare,  and  seldom  use 
what  little  they  have. 

Brethren,  bear  in  mind  that  the  season  *P( 
proaches  when  we  get  busy  to  elect  officers;  als  # 
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delegates  to  the  next  convention,  which  meets  in 
Buffalo  next  May.  Come  out  and  get  in  line  for 
Buffalo,  or  help  some  other  fellow  get  there. 

Ere  this  reaches  the  craft,  however,  No.  30*8 
December  meeting  will  be  history — we  meet  on 
December  16.  Come  out  and  get  interested  in  the 
work — go  after  that  non  again. 

Errol. 


Capital  Division,  No.  60. 

Quite  a little  time  has  elapsed  since  the  Teleg- 
raphes  contained  anything  from  Capital  Division, 
and  I guess  it  is  die  fault  of  the  Division  Cor* 
respondent,  so  will  attempt  once  more  to  give 
you  a short  write-up.  I suppose  it  makes  the 
boys  feel  disappointed  when  they  look  through  the 
columns  of  the  Telegrapher  and  fail  to  see  any- 
thing from  their  Division,  but  boys,  do  not  lose 
interest,  the  day  is  not  far  hence  when  there* will 
be  something  doing,  and  your  Division  corres- 
pondent will  strain  every  effort  to  have  a write-up 
in  each  Telegrapher  after  this.  Last  month  there 
would  have  been  something,  but  owing  to  sickness 
was  not  able  to  complete  the  write-up  in  time,  so 
as  to  get  in  the  November  Telegrapher.  No 
doubt  you  have  all  been  informed  of  the  marriage 
of  Bro.  Hayden  (“BG”  office)  who  was  united  in 
matrimony  to  Miss  Iola  Fitzgerald,  one  of  the 
most  attractive  young  ladies  of  this  vicinity,  on 
October  19.  The  happy  couple  can  accept  con- 
gratulations from  this  Division.  We  wish  them 
much  happiness.  “HN”  appears  to  be  quite 
happy,  and  his  advice  to  all  his  fellow  craftsmen 
is  to  follow  his  example,  and  from  the  present 
prospect  there  will  not  be  much  delay,  as  some 
of  the  boys  seem  to  be  paying  strict  attention  to 
their  ladyloves,  and  from  all  reports  there  will 
be  some  more  wedding  bells  ringing  very  soon. 
We  think  a matrimonial  wave  has  struck  some- 
where near  the  Capital  Division. 

Bro.  Cole,  our  newly  appointed  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  was  with  us  meeting  night,  filling  the 
vacancy  made  by  Bro.  Taylor,  who  tendered  his 
resignation  in  October.  Bro.  Taylor  has  been 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  this  Division  ever 
since  it  was  first  organized,  and  while  we  are 
sorry  to  lose  him,  we  are  confident  our  new  Sec- 
retary, Bro.  Cole,  will  do  his  part  well.  Bro. 
Cole,  having  been  a member  of  the  organization 
quite  a length  of  time,  understands  the  business 
thoroughly. 

Say!  Can  some  good  Brother  enlighten  us  as 
to  why  so  few  of  our  membership  attend  meet- 
ings? Lack  of  interest  seems  to  prevail  around 
this  Division  to  a certain  extent.  Some  Brothers 
don’t  know  what  it  is  to  attend  a meeting,  and, 
strange  to  say,  they  are  the  biggest  kickers.  I 
want  to  inform  some  of  these  Brothers  who  are 
always  growling  that  if  they  will  take  a little  more 
interest  themselves,  attend  meetings  (occasionally, 
at  least)  and  lend  a helping  hand  in  general,  they 
would  soon  look  at  things  in  a different  light. 
Brothers,  the  idea  is  this:  To  accomplish  any- 

thing, we  must  put  up  a solid  front  and  pull  to- 
gether— not  against  one  another.  Work  in  har- 


mony; and  the  sooner  you  learn  to  do  this  the 
sooner  you  will  help  to  satisfy  your  own  wants. 
Do  not  grumble  because  this  thing  is  left  undone 
and  the  other  thing  is  not  as  it  should  be,  but 
turn  in  and  take  a part  yourself,  as  well  as  others. 
As  we  are  about  to  begin  a new  year,  turn  over 
a new  leaf  and  make  up  your  mind  to  be  a more 
enthusiastic  member.  Do  not  mean  this  for  any 
one  in  particular;  but  any  of  us  who  fail  to  take 
the  proper  interest,  make  an  extra  effort  to  at- 
tend our  December  meeting,  and  see  if  you  will 
not  have  the  desire  to  come  again. 

Bro.  Southworth  has  the  sincere  sympathy  of 
the  members  of  this  Division  in  his  sad  bereave- 
ment— the  loss  of  his  youngest  child,  who  died 
November  7,  the  little  one  being  sick  a few  days. 
The  parents  mourn  their  loss  very  deeply. 

Brothers,  I will  not  attempt  to  tell  you  of  the 
number  of  changes  which  have  occurred  during  the 
past  few  months,  as  I am  not  in  a position  to 
mention  them  crrectly,  so  I will  not  begin. 

Wish  to  say  through  the  columns  of  the  Teleg- 
rapher that  Bro.  Arrison,  of  “ND”  (south  end 
Long  Bridge),  tendered  his  resignation  some  time 
previous  to  this  writing,  to  our  Division  Operator, 
to  accept  a better  position.  Bill,  we  miss  you, 
and  we  can  only  wish  you  much  success  in  your 
new  business;  also  hope  you  will  still  retain  mem- 
bership in  this  Division. 

And  now,  before  I cut  this  out,  I have  the 
pleasure  of  wishing  you  all  a Merry  Xmas. 

Div.  Cor. 


Harrisburg  Division,  No.  3. 

Not  seeing  Division  No.  3 represented  in  our 
Journal  as  regularly  as  we  would  like,  we  made 
inquiry  a few  days  ago  to  learn  who  was  at  fault, 
and  to  our  surprise  was  informed  that  I was 
elected  Division  Correspondent.  Now,  Brothers, 
I am  sorry  you  have  selected  me  for  this  trying 
duty,  as  I am  entirely  inexperienced;  but  since  it 
is  so,  we  shall  endeavor  to  do  our  best,  and  hope 
that  the  Brothers  located  at  the  different  points  on 
the  Middle  Division  will  be  kind  enough  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  happenings  in  your  respective 
district  and  forward  the  same  to  me  by  the  tenth 
of  each  month.  In  this  way,  possibly,  we  can  get 
out  a letter  each  month  that  will  be  of  some  in- 
terest to  aU.  I will  not  give  any  outline  of  the 
work  being  done  at  our  Division  meetings,  as  our 
circular  letter  each  month  covers  this.  But  I 
wish  to  say  to  the  Brothers  who  seldom  or  never 
attend  Division  meetings,  that  if  you  think  there 
is  nothing  more  doing  than  what  you  get  through 
the  circular  letter,  you  are  sadly  mistaken.  There 
are  many  interesting  and  important  subjects  taken 
up  and  discussed  at  every  meeting,  and  if  you 
were  awake  to  your  own,  as  well  as  the  frater- 
nity’s interests,  you  would  make  a special  effort 
to  get  to  every  meeting  possible.  These  meetings 
are  instructive,  and  your  presence  there  would  not 
only  encourage  you,  but  will  greatly  encourage 
those  who  are  earnestly  so  working  for  your 
interests. 

There  are  still  a few  eligible  nons  left  scat- 
tered over  the  Middle  Division.  Brothers,  this 
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should  not  be  so.  There  is  no  reasonable  excuse 
for  any  telegrapher  on  the  Mi-ddle  Division  with- 
holding his  membership  from  our  organization. 
An  investment  that  pays  500  to  800  per  cent  on 
every  dollar  invested  with  a $1,000  u^ath  cer- 
tificate, and  in  many  cases,  four  hours  out  of  each 
seven  days  in  the  week  secured  for  recreation, 
thrown  in.  A pretty  glaring  statement  to  make, 
but  it  is  true,  nevertheless,.  Through  the  loyal, 
energetic  and  never  faltering  efforts  of  our  Gen 
eral  Committee,  were  these  things  secured. 

Now,  to  the  non  members  on  the  Middle  Di- 
vision, allow  me  to  ask  you  this  question:  Do 

you  not,  upon  your  honor,  feel  it  your  duty  to 
join  the  O.  R.  T.  after  receiving  all  the  above 
benefits  through  their  efforts?  You  non  member, 
and  we,  are  all  merchants.  We  are  all  dealing  in 
the  same  lone  article-^ourselves,  as  telegraphers. 
You,  non  member,  arc  our  only  competition.  Now, 
why  should  we  have  this  division  in  our  trade? 
Why  not  unite  with  us  at  once,  and  thereby  re- 
move this  one  obstacle  in  the  way  of  our  success? 
It  is  to  your  interest  as  well  as  ours  that  we 
stand  loyally  together  in  behalf  of  each  Brother’s 
interests.  And  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  will  be  able  to  name  the  price  for  which  we 
shall  labor,  that  will  enable  us  to  live  as  other 
men  of  our  intelligence.  I think  I have  made 
this  proposition  so  plain  and  simple  that  you  can 
not  fail  to  comprehend.  Then  why  delay  this  im- 
portant duty  longer?  You  will  find  an  application 
blank  in  the  back  part  of  this  book — cut  it  out, 
fill  in  the  information  desired  and  hand  it  to  the 
nearest  O.  R.  T.  man  you  know,  together  with  the 
small  sum  of  $4.68,  and  he  will  see  that  you  are 
made  up-to-date  and  completely  equipped.  Now, 
why  put  this  off?  You  could  not  make  your  wife 
and  children  a prettier  Christmas  gift  than  to 
present  them  with  a $1,000  death  certificate  in  our 
Mutual  Benefit  Department. 

Bro.  Ter  Haar,  who  was  seriously  hurt  in  a 
collision  of  trains  while  going  to  work  at  **WK” 
tower,  has  returned  to  work  after  a couple  of 
months  spent  at  his  home  recovering  from  his 
injuries.  Bro.  Ter  Haar  has  accepted  “BP" 
tower,  third  trick.  Bro.  Wilson  has  been  assigned 
to  third  trick  at  “WK,”  which  was  made  vacant 
by  Bro.  Ter  Haar. 

Bro.  Kulp,  of  Mifflin,  has  returned  from  a two 
weeks’  vacation,  which  he  spent  partly  in  St. 
Louis  and  partly  at  other  points  in  the  West. 
He  returns  with  that  ever-smiling  countenance, 
and  reports  having  a grand  time,  and  to  have  seen 
many  things  and  places  of  interest,  also  having 
met  quite  a number  of  Brothers  and  Sisters  dur- 
ing his  trip,  and  says  he  finds  great  enthusiasm 
amongst  the  members  of  the  organization.  We 
are  glad  Bro.  Kulp  enjoyed  his  trip  and  vacation, 
as  he  was  certainly  deserving  of  it,  and  we  are 
glad  to  have  him  back  witli  us  again. 

Bro.  Burris,  of  Mexico,  relieved  Bro.  Kulp,  at 
“M,"  while  the  latter  was  on  his  vacation. 

Operator  Dipple,  of  “PX”  tower,  spent  two 
weeks’  vacation  taking  in  the  sights  at  the  St. 
Louis  Fair,  and  visiting  relatives  in  other  parts  of 


the  West.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  Owens,  who 
is  regular  operator  at  Narrows  nights. 

We  note  with  much  interest  the  grand  and 
loyal  stand  the  M.  K.  & T Brothers  are  making  for 
their  rights.  Stick  to  it  Brothers.  You  will 
surely  win,  and  in  the  meantime,  we  who  are 
employed  will  look  out  for  your  provisions  so 
long  as  we  have  a crumb. 

I will  now  cut  out  for  this  time,  and  should 
this  chance  to  escape  the  waste  basket,  I will  try 
again.  Division  Correspondent. 


Baltimore  Division,  No.  17. 

Baltimore  Division  No.  17  continues  to  move 
along  nicely,  and  although  our  several  articles 
have  reached  the  waste  basket,  we  are  again  in 
line.  A great  many  changes  have  confronted  us 
recently  on  account  of  the  general  retrenchments, 
etc.,  but  from  present  indications  there  will  soon 
be  places  sufficient  for  all  those  furloughed. 

Bro.  C.  S.  Lowe  has  just  returned  from  the 
mountains  where  he  spent  his  vacation  hunting. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Heller,  of  Harrisburg,  who,  we  are 
sorry  to  learn,  has  been  on  the  sick  list,  has  re- 
turned to  duty  and  is  now  the  owl  at  Lemoyne. 

Our  relief  operators  have  been  changed  some- 
what. Bro.  £.  E.  McMann  covers  the  district 
from  Hollins  to  White  Hall;  Bro.  J.  E.  Shaw, 

from  Parkton  to  York;  Bro.  C.  F.  Eicker,  Summit 
to  Marysville,  and  the  lower  ends  seem  to  be 
covered  by  extras. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  that  another  student  has 
gained  access  to  Phoenix.  My,  how  thoughtless 
some  are  when  they  see  "coin."  Bro.  McCauley 
could  do  aggressive  missionary  work  here. 

Bro.  H.  P.  Fran  ken  field  is  glad  extra  work  is 
light,  giving  him  lots  of  time  to  bring  down 

squirrels  and  rabbits.  - 

The  Baltimore  Division  has  recently  acquired 
control  of  the  P.  B.  & W.  between  Bayview  and 
President  Street  Station,  thus  adding  a few  more 
telegraphers  to  the  N.  C. 

Brothers,  ere  you  have  read  this  we  will  have 
held  our  grand  smoker  and  feast,  and  the  notices 
for  dues  will  have  reached  you.  May  we  expect 

you  to  remit  promptly  and  ask  you  to  meet  with 

us  whenever  practicable.  Coeeesfondent. 


Philadelphia  Division,  No.  102. 

* 

The  November  meeting  of  No.  10 2 was  one  of 
the  best  we  have  attended  since  the  parting  of  our 
Pcnnsy  and  P.  & R.  boys.  Members  from  No.  4 
and  No.  30  were  there,  and  several  of  our  old 

hands. 

We  trust  this  may  be  the  beginning  of  a re- 
vival of  interest  among  these  brethren — that  those 
who  have  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel  will  push  all 
the  harder,  and  assist  us  to  get  the  cart  out  of 
the  rut  into  which  it  has  for  the  moment  fallen. 

Those  who  are  not  attending  the  meetings  are 
losing  items  of  interest  which  would  open  their 
eyes,  in  the  light  of  past  developments — straws 
which  show  how  the  wind  blows. 
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So  convinced  are  we  that  a good  strong  Di- 
vision can  be  built  up  over  here,  that  in  the  face 
of  seemingly  insurmountable  obstacles,  we  are  hold- 
ing the  ship,  face  to  the  gale,  with  the  never- 
failing  rudder  of  O.  R.  T.  experience— experience 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  outside  of  this  town 
to  duplicate. 

What  is  needed  is  a few  earnest  members  to 
speak  early  and  late  to  some  particular  friend  and 
show  him  the  value  of  organization — what  it  has 
done  for  others  and  will  do  for  them,  if  they  but 
show  the  least  desire  to  be  benefited. 

Try  and  come  out  to  the  December  meeting,  on 
the  27th — fourth  Tuesday,  at  the  new  quarters, 
1325  Columbia  Ave.,  second  floor  front. 

We  admitted  one  recruit  to  our  ranks  at  the 
November  meeting — one  who  has  been  tried  and 
found  to  have  the  true  O.  R.  T.  principle.  He 
refuses  to  teach  students  when  ordered  to  “write” 
for  them  on  side  wires.  That’s  the  stuff  good 
O.  R.  T.  men  are  made  of,  and  we  hope  to  land 
others  like  him. 

The  time  draws  near  to  select  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year;  also  a delegate  to  Buffalo.  There  is 
but  one  to  go  and  nearly  every  one  can  pick  him 
out  without  much  trouble.  Come  out  and  learn 
more  about  this  feature.  Eli. 


Albany  Division,  No.  78. 

A lively  and  interesting  meeting  of  this  Di- 
vision was  held  Saturday  evening,  November  19, 
with  about  thirty  members  present.  The  Cham- 
plain Division  boys  deserve  a word  of  praise  for 
the  way  they  turned  out.  Come  as  often  as  you 
can,  boys,  and  don’t  forget  to  bring  Bro.  Flannery 
with  you.  Bro.  Spencer,  Chief  Telegrapher, 
called  the  meeting  to  order.  As  you  are  no  doubt 
awarethat  our  Chief  Telegrapher,  Bro.  Latta,  owing 
to  illness,  found  it  necessary  to  resign.  It  was  at 
this  meeting  that  a Chief  Telegrapher  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Bro.  Latta  was  to  be  elected, 
and  after  the  reading  of  correspondence  and  trans- 
action of  important  business,  the  matter  was 
reached  and  the  election  of  James  Disney  as 
Chief  Telegrapher  was  announced.  He  was  pre- 
sented with  the  gavel  and  also  a neat  speech  by 
Bro.  Spencer,  and  proceeded  to  close  the  meeting, 
which,  to  the  writer’s  mind,  was  as  entertaining 
and  profitable  as  it  has  been  his  pleasure  to  at- 
tend. 

We  were  in  hopes  of  having  our  worthy  Second 
Vice-President,  Bro.  Pierson,  with  us,  but  pres- 
sure of  business  forbid  us  this  pleasure,  but  the 
letter  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary  was 
warmly  received,  and  the  only  regret  I have  is  that 
some  of  those  members  who  were  so  nearly  scared 
to  death  a couple  of  months  ago  could  not  have 
heard  it.  It  might  have  created  some  back-bone, 
or  stimulated  what  little  may  be  left. 

It  may  be  news  to  some  of  you  boys  to  know 
that  this  is  distinctly  A.  D.  & H.  Division  now,  as 
the  N.  Y.  C.  members,  by  their  vote,  have  been 
transferred  to  Division  90.  They  carry  with  them 
our  be9t  wishes,  and  we  shall  always  be  pleased 
to  meet  any  of  them  who  may  desire  to  visit  and 
greet  old  friends  at  their  old  headquarters. 


There  seems  to  have  been  something  doing  in 
the  bidding  line  lately  by  the  changes  that  have 
been  noted  on  the  Saratoga  Division. 

Well,  boys,  we  are  coming  to  the  close  of  the 
year.  Do  you  think  we  are  any  fetter  off  as  an 
organization  than  we  were  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year?  If  you  think  we  are,  and  have  made 
any  gains,  then  give  credit  to  whom  credit  is  due; 
but  if  you  thank  we  are  not,  then  jump  right 
into  the  harness  and  pull  every  non  you  can  find 
in  with  you,  support  your  Division  and  Com- 
mittee every  way  possible,  and  see  if  at  the  close 
of  the  coming  year,  we  won’t  have  good  reason 
to  believe  that  the  best  friend  we  had  was  the 
O.  R.  T. 

Wishing  you  all  a Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year.  “Diz.” 


Champlain  District  Notes — 

Bro.  Grant  is  at  present  stationed  days  at 
Bloomingdale.  Great  place  for  O.  D.  & D.  S., 
“HG.” 

Bro.  Kline  is  now  stationed  permanently  at 
Lyon  Mountain,  relieving  Bro.  Beanlieur.  Do 
not  know  where  “DO”  is  at  present  located. 

Bro.  Abare  has  returned  from  a three  days’ 
leave  of  absence. 

Bro.  Boyle  is  relieving  Bro.  Morris  at  “PO,” 
wtho  is  taking  a well  needed  rest. 

Bro.  Ingalls,  at  “RO,”  nights,  has  returned  from 
a two  weeks’  vacation,  relieving  Bro.  Boyle,  who 
in  return  relieved  Bro.  Abare  at  “WB.” 

Bro.  Jeny  has  returned  from  St.  Louis  and  re- 
ports a fine  time,  but  says  “’em  Katy  fellers  got 
scared  when  they  saw  him  embark.”  How  did  you 
work  it,  “G?” 

Agent  Hill,  at  Essex,  is  enjoying  a month’s  va- 
vation,  being  relieved  by  Bro.  Jeny. 

Well,  boys,  we  do  not  seem  to  be  getting  the 
nons  in  very  fast.  There  arc  now  on  this  Di- 
vision some  twelve  nons.  Now,  let’s  get  after 
them  until  they  see  there  is  nothing  doing  until 
they  join.  H.  L.  Bentley. 


Meridian,  Miss.,  Division,  No.  94. 

Well,  we  have  at  last  taken  the  vote  on  chang- 
ing our  place  of  meeting  from  Meridian,  Miss.,  to 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  the  vote  being  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  change,  we  will  begin  holding  out 
meetings  in  Mobile  as  soon  as  we  can  secure  a 
hall,  and  a special  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Division. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  to  our  band  Bro.  E.  B. 
Curtis,  formerly  of  Division  No.  54.  He  is  now 
with  the  M.  & O.,  at  Citronelle,  Ala. 

Bro.  Roberts  has  resigned  the  agency  at  Beau- 
mont, Miss.,  and  is  succeeded  by  Bro.  John  Rich- 
ardson. 

The  Order  never  was  in  better  shape  in  this 
section  of  the  country  than  it  is  at  present.  Out 
of  103  members,  we  only  have  six  delinquent,  and 
we  hope  they  will  pay  up  before  the  time  limit  is 
reached. 

How  many  of  you  boys  have  made  a voluntary 
contribution  to  the  protective  fund  to  help  in 


Digitized  by  0,oooLe 


1602 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


our  fight  on  the  Katy?  I hope  all  have,  but  if 
not,  do  so  now — it  is  not  too  late,  and  if  we  win 
it  will  benefit  every  telegrapher  in  North  America. 
I would  suggest  that  you  don’t  stop  with  one  con- 
tribution, but  just  keep  sending  them  in  till  Bro. 
Quick  gets  tired  of  receipting  for  them  and  makes 
you  quit.  This  is  a battle  for  the  right  and  your 
money  and  influence  is  needed,  and  if  you  expect 
to  continue  telegraphing  for  a living,  you  could 
not  make  a better  investment  than  place  your 
money  in  our  protective  fund.  So  now,  boys,  all 
together,  and  let’s  flood  our  treasury. 

Our  efficient  Chief  Telegrapher,  Bro.  H.  C. 
Mauldin,  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Forte,  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  on  Wednesday,  October  19. 
We  all  wish  them  a long  and  happy  life. 

Bro.  E.  H.  Davis  is  now  with  the  I.  C.  R.  R. 
and  has  transferred  to  Division  No.  93. 

Bro.  S.  T.  Stallworth  is  now  located  at  Ovett, 
Miss.,  and  has  transferred  from  the  Grand  to 
this  Division. 

We  frequently  receive  requests  for  application 
blanks  which  are  always  gladly  •furnished,  and 
this  goes  to  show  that  the  telegraphers  are  rapidly 
falling  in  line.  Keep  up  the  good  work,  boys,  and 
let’s  make  this  country  solid  O.  R.  T.,  then  will 
be  time  enough  to  talk  about  $75  00  minimum. 

Cert.  28. 


Jacksonville  Division,  No.  134. 

CARD  OF  THANKS. 

I want  to  thank  the  boys  of  Jacksonville  Di- 
vision 134  for  their  kindness  shown  me  during 
my  recent  sickness.  The  spirit  in  which  you  gave 
made  a refusal  impossible.  If  a like  misfortune 
ever  comes  your  way  you  will  find  it  was  only 
borrowed. 

Yours  fraternally, 

A.  P.  Chambliss. 


Illinois  Central  Ry. 

Chicago  Division — 

A meeting  of  the  telegraphers  of  this  division 
was  held  at  Gilman,  Saturday,  November  is,  and 
sixteen  members  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  attend,  and  as  this  was  the  first  meet- 
ing conducted  according  to  ritual,  it  was  very 
interesting  to  all  present.  Local  Chairman  Holmes 
called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  after  disposing 
of  a few  minor  business  affairs,  the  names  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Boyle,  agent  at  Harpster,  and  Mr.  O. 
Tune,  night  man  at  Roberts,  were  presented  for 
membership,  and  were  duly  balloted  on  and  ac- 
cepted, and  the  candidates  prepared  for  initiation. 
As  our  goat  was  a little  new,  and  not  very  well 
trained,  both  candidates  experienced  considerable 
diihculty  in  retaining  their  seats,  but  before  any 
serious  accidents  occurred  “Billy”  realized  what 
was  expected  of  him,  and  Bros.  Boyle  and  Tune 
escaped  with  only  a few  bumps  and  bruises,  and 
we  expect  to  be  able  to  deal  with  future  candi- 
dates in  a more  creditable  manner,  providing  of 
course,  such  candidates  appear  before  “Billy”  gets 


too  rusty.  After  Bros.  Boyle  and  Tune  had  suf- 
ficiently recovered  to  return  to  the  lodge,  Bro. 
Holmes  talked  of  the  new  schedule  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to,  and  advised  that  he  expected  to 
be  able  to  induce  Bro.  Dermody  to  attend  our  next 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  Champaign  in  De- 
cember. All  the  brothers  should  make  it  a point 
to  attend  this  meeting  and  show  Bro.  Dermody 
that  we  are  alive  to  our  situation  and  giving  him 
all  the  assistance  possible  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  organization. 

All  present  spent  a most  enjoyable  time,  and 
advise  the  brothers  to  turn  out,  and  see  for  them- 
selves. 

Bro.  Davis,  nights  at  Manteno,  was  relieved 
a few  nights  middle  of  November  by  Bro.  Hills. 

Bro.  Du  gap  has  returned  to  his  duties  as  agent 
at  Chebanse,  after  thirty  days’  leave  of  absence. 

Bro.  Zumwalt,  nights  at  Melvin,  spent  fifteen 
days  in  November  visiting  World's  Fair,  and 
was  relieved  by  Bro.  F.  Letourneau. 

Bro.  Meara,  days  at  Gibson,  is  still  on  the  sick 
list,  Bro.  Hensley  now  relieving  him,  Mr.  Fowler 
having  been  transferred  to  the  Springfield  Di- 
vision. 

Bro.  Rose,  nights  at  Belleflower,  still  taking 
vacation,  Mr.  Porter  relieving  him.  Think  Porter 
has  seen  enough  pay  days  to  “dough  up.” 

Kumler  telegraph  station  has  been  closed,  and 
a grain  man  running  the  business.  Bro.  Car- 
baugii,  former  agent  at  Kumler,  is  relieving  Bro. 
Newton,  at  Weedman,  and  cussing  the  gasoline 
engine  and  pump. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Marshall,  who  has  been  acting 
agent  at  Dewitt  since  Bro.  Jones  resigned,  has 
been  assigned  permanently  to  Watson  station  on 
the  Champaign  District,  and  Mr.  E.  C.  Phelps, 
who  has  been  working  in  ticket  offices  on  terminals 
has  been  placed  regular  at  Dewitt. 

Just  a few  days  after  our  report  had  gone  in 
last  month,  and  too  late  to  get  in  last  month’s 
Telegrapher,  we  learned  that  Bro.  R.  Burnham, 
of  Melvin,  had  become  a Benedict.  It  was  a lit- 
tle sudden,  and  took  us  all  by  surpise.  It  was 
during  the  Gibson  carnival,  and  "BN”  had,  as  we 
thought,  gone  to  see  the  carnival,  but  during  the 
day  he  hiked  over  to  Paxton  and  secured  the 
license,  and  about  2:00  p.  m.  attended  by  Bro. 
Harper,  night  telegrapher  at  Gibson,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Longmeyer,  of  Melvin.  In 
behalf  of  members  I wish  him  a long  and  pros- 
perous married  life. 

Bro.  Ryerson,  agent  Cullom,  is  the  proud  father 
of  a baby  boy,  which  arrived  October  26.  "RN” 
says  he  is  genuine  O.  R.  T. 

Bro.  Brosnahan  resumed  his  duties  as  igent 
at  Chatsworth  November  10,  after  enjoying  thirty 
days’  vacation. 

Bro.  Hupp,  agent  Risk,  took  fifteen  days’  leave 
of  absence  in  November,  and  was  relieved  by  Bro 
Walters.  “W”  and  the  gasoline  engine  came  to- 
gether several  times  during  his  stay  at  Risk,  and 
we  understand  the  gasoline  usually  came  out  ahead, 
and  that  ”W”  lost  most  of  his  religion  in  the 
melee. 
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Bro.  Cline,  at  Cropsey,  still  taking  an  enforced 
vacation  account  of  his  shoulder  not  strong  enough 
to  resume  his  duties.  Bro.  Pendergast  in  his  place. 
We  hope  “C”  will  have  recovered  by  the  time  of 
this  issue. 

Bro.  Brown,  ait  Merna,  looking  for  a vacation 
about  ist  of  December.  Bro.  Hills  will  be  relief 
agent 

Mr.  J.  Allen  still  at  Barnes  in  place  of  Bro. 
Pendergast,  who  is  acting  agent  at  Cropsey. 

Bro.  Skov  has  returned  from  his  bridal  tour 
to  the  old  country,  and  is  again  at  his  post  as 
agent  at  Griswold.  We  wish  him  a happy  mar- 
ried life. 

Bro.  Kingsnorth,  who  was  relieving  Bro.  Skov 
at  Griswold,  has  returned  to  Scovel,  relieving 
Agent  Munson,  who  has  been  transferred  tem- 
porarily to  the  Springfield  Division.  Bro.  Mun- 
son is  a new  member. 

Since  the  election,  business  has  been  decidedly 
on  the  increase,  and  the  boys  are  not  getting  as 
much  time  for  dinner  as  they  have  become  accus- 
tomed to  during  the  slack  times  just  passed.  Grain 
has  been  moving  rapidly,  and  everybody  is  looking 
for  cars,  which  have  been  pretty  scarce. 

The  division  offices  at  Kankakee  have  been  re- 
modeled, and  several  changes  have  been  made. 
Trainmaster  Clift  and  Division  Agent  Patterson 
now  occupy  the  office  formerly  used  by  Chief 
Dispatcher  Duckwitz  and  Car  Distributor  Carr, 
who  have  been  moved  into  the  old  dispatcher’s 
office  with  the  operators.  The  two  sets  of  dis- 
patchers now  have  a room  to  themselves  in  Train- 
master Clift’s  old  office;  and  “CD”  and  “HN” 
are  now  two  separate  offices. 

Dispatcher  Russell  was  off  a couple  of  days  in 
November,  and  was  relieved  by  J.  O.  Letourneau. 
Slingman,  from  “KB,”  performed  in  “HN,”  and 
F.  Letourneau  was  in  Slingman’s  place. 

Expect  to  have  an  unusual  bunch  of  news  next 
edition  account  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  din- 
ners always  create  sickness  and  demand  for  extra 
agents  and  telegraphers. 

A regular  meeting  place  cannot  be  established 
on  this  division  on  account  of  members  on  dif- 
ferent districts  being  unable  to  reach  any  one 
place.  Members  on  Bloomington  District  cannot 
attend  meetings  held  at  Champaign  or  Gilman, 
but  could  attend  meetings  at  Kankakee.  Members 
on  Gilman  line  cannot  well  attend  meetings  held 
at  Kankakee  or  Champaign,  but  can  attend  meet- 
ings held  at  Gilman.  Members  south  of  Gilman, 
on  Chicago  District,  cannot  very  well  attend  meet- 
ings held  at  Kankakee  or  Gilman,  but  could  go  to 
Champaign.  Members  on  Champaign  District  are 
handicapped  m the  same  manner.  It  seems  to 
me  that  as  we  are  unable  to  settle  on  any  one 
place  that  we  should  divide  the  meetings  so  that 
all  members  can  attend  one  of  them  once  in  awhile 
at  least.  We  could  hold  one  meeting  at  Kankakee, 
the  next  one  at  Gilman,  and  then  at  Champaign, 
the  dates  and  time  between  meetings  could  be 
arranged  so  that  meetings  would  not  come  too 
often,  but  would  give  all  a chance  to  attend.  Or 
we  might  do  as  the  terminals  have  done.  They 
have  organized  a lodge  of  their  own,  and  have 


meetings  monthly  in  Chicago,  have  elected  their 
own  officers  and  correspondent,  etc.,  and  are  in 
a flourishing  condition.  Enthusiastic  meetings  do 
more  good  and  get  us  more  members  than  a half- 
dozen  organizers  could  do,  for  a member  who  has 
just  been  to  a meeting  is  enthused  with  the  proper 
spirit,  and  can  fill  a non’s  head  full  of  what  good 
times  they  have,  and  what  he  is  missing  and  so 
forth,  and  it’s  no  time  at  all  until  that  same  non 
is  beginning  to  envy  his  O.  R.  T.  friend  and 
wish  he  were  a member.  I hope  that  some  ar- 
rangement can  be  put  in  effect  where  every  mem- 
ber can  be  gi^n  an  opportunity  to  attend  a meet- 
ing at  least  once  a month,  and  may  we  all  be 
benefited  thereby.  Cert.  75. 


Louisiana  Division — 

The  meeting  at  New  Orleans  Saturday  night, 
November  19,  was  up  to  the  usual  standard  in 
the  way  ot  attendance,  enthusiasm  and  business 
transacted.  The  Employment  Committee  made  a 
very  favorable  report,  showing  over  fifteen  broth- 
ers being  provided  with  employment  and  trans- 
portation. A special  committee  of  entertainment 
was  created,  and  a swell  ball  and  other  affairs 
are  anticipated  in  the  future.  Chief  Telegrapher 
Miller  presided  in  his  usual  characteristic  man- 
ner. Owing  to  Bro.  Charlie  Thompson  leaving 
the  city  permanently,  Bro.  R.  W.  Keyes  was  ap- 
pointed local  secretary  for  the  division,  which 
insures  us  good  service  in  this  line.  Several  im- 
portant matters  were  discussed  and  disposed  of. 
Under  the  head  of  “For  Good  of  the  Order,” 
Bro.  C.  L.  Fisher  delivered  an  able  speech,  en- 
titled “Clean  work,  good  service  and  loyalty  to 
our  employers,”  and  was  much  applauded  at  the 
finish.  Bro.  Pihiiberto  also  made  a splendid  talk 
upon  “Co-operation  with  Sister  Organizations,” 
which  the  boys  appreciated  very  much.  Bro. 
Keyes  then  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  upon  “The 
Union  Label  and  the  Boycott,”  which  was  very 
instructive.  Several  of  the  other  brothers  were 
slated  for  talks,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  were  cut  out.  Look  out  for  the  next  meet- 
ings, as  there  will  be  something  doing. 

Several  new  offices  have  been  created  recently. 
The  position  of  day  telegrapher  at  Hammond  was 
assigned  to  Sister  Eldredge,  and  the  position  of 
day  telegrapher  at  Hazelhurst  to  Sister  Wentz. 
Several  other  new  jobs  opened  up,  but  filled  by 
newcomers,  and  we  are  unable  to  learn  their 
names  at  this  time. 

Bro.  T.  H.  Grimes,  agent  Hammond,  has  re- 
signed, and  will  go  West  to  embark  in  other  busi- 
ness. We  feel  sure  “GR”  will  succeed,  as  he 
is  a heavyweight. 

There  has  been  several  shake-ups  with  the  nons 
lately.  Little  Bob  McLeay,  “B”  nights,  at  “FD” 
for  many  years,  got  weak  at  the  bat,  and  fell  by 
the  wayside.  He  is  succeeded  by  Bro.  Joe 
Schneider  from  Penna. 

S.  E.  Strickland  also  failed  to  connect  with  the 
ball,  and  is  now  looking  for  a situation.  There 
is  still  another  old  time  non  on  hand,  in  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Geo.  Stuart,  “CO”  New  Orleans,  but 
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you  can't  tell  how  soon  the  lightning  is  going 
to  strike. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Eccleston,  of  “ED/*  is  off  on  an 
extended  leave  of  absence,  visiting  relatives  and 
friends  in  dear  old  Kansas.  Bro.  Charlie  Thomp- 
son, also  of  “BD/*  has  resigned,  and  gone  to 
Pittsburg  to  reside  with  his  parents.  “MX”  is  a 
first-class  telegrapher,  and  a hustler  for  the  Order, 
and  it  is  with  much  regret  that  we  give  him  up. 
Understand  several  young  ladies  are  despondent 
since  his  departure. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Collier,  agent  Anding,  Miss.,  is  the 
happiest  man  on  the  Louisiana  I^rision,  having 
gotten  rid  of  the  U.  S.  mail  after  playing  pack- 
boVse  for  several  months,  but  the  hump  in  back 
won't  come  out. 

Dame  Rumor  has  it  that  several  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  are  soon  to  get  married.  The  girls 
are  all  wondering  if  Bro.  Charlie  Head,  at  “CS,” 
will  embark  on  the  voyage  this  time,  and  not 
procrastinate  any  longer.  Div.  Com. 


Memphis  Division — 

Memphis  division,  Illinois  Central  Division  No. 
03,  held  an  interesting  meeting  at  Clarksdale, 
Miss.,  Sunday,  November  13. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Local  Chairman 
Bro.  W.  P.  Moore,  of  Lula,  Miss.,  at  3 p.  m. 
Attendance  was  small  on  account  of  busy  season, 
but  what  members  were  present  seemed  to  take  a 
great  interest  and  enjoyed  the  meeting  very  much. 

Bro.  Moore  impressed  upon  the  boys  the  im- 
portance of  making  a stand  for  their  rights,  and 
whenever  necessary  not  to  hesitate  in  asking  the 
local  board’s  assistance. 

We  expect  a series  of  interesting  meetings  after 
business  drops  off  a little,  and  the  boys  have  a 
better  chance  to  get  off.  Going  to  look  for  you 
all  next  time,  boys.  You  can  come  in  on  Sunday 
evening  and  get  back  that  night.  Come  and  tell 
us  what  you  know,  and  state  your  troubles  so  I 
can  give  a long  write  up  next  time. 

Div.  Cca. 


Rock  island  System. 

On  account  of  the  recent  changes  that  have 
been  made,  I give  below  a list  of  the  local  chair- 
men on  the  system: 

Chicago  Terminal  District — Election  now  being 
held. 

Illinois  Division — M.  E.  Schooler,  Marseilles,  111. 

Iowa  Division — J.  H.  Jones,  1009  Chestnut  st., 
Atlantic,  la. 

Nebraska  Division — F.  W.  Wagner,  Jansen,  Neb. 

Colorado  Division — T.  J.  O’Brien,  Calvert,  Kan- 
sas. 

Cedar  Rapids  Division — J.  Betuer,  West  Branch, 
Iowa. 

Dakota  Division — E.  V.  Schnoor,  Vinton,  Iowa. 

Des  Moines  Valley  Division — W.  F.  Gerhart, 
Pocahontas,  Iowa. 

Missouri  Division — E.  M.  Reid,  Jamesport,  Mo. 

St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & Colorado  R.  R. — P. 
J.  Garvin,  Leeds,  Mo. 

Kansas  Division — W.  T.  Brown,  Valencia,  Kan. 


Oklahoma  Division — H.  T.  Montgomery,  Dun- 
can, I.  T. 

El  Paso  Division — C.,  R.  I.  & G.  and  C.,  R.  I. 
& E.  P.  Rys. — C.  C.  Morse,  Bucklin,  Kan. 

Pan  Handle  Division — J.  W.  Martin,  Shawnee. 

0.  T. 

Arkansas  Division — L.  A.  Stuart,  Wiiburton, 

1.  T. 

Thirty  new  and  transferred  members  were  ad- 
mitted to  our  division  during  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 450  new  and  transferred  members  since 
January  1,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  will  be 
500  by  January  1,  1905.  Each  local  chairman  is 
making  a thorough  canvass  of  his  division  for 
members  of  other  divisions  who  have  not  been 
transferred  to  126.  All  members  are  requested 
to  assist  them  in  this  work.  A transfer  costs 
nothing,  and  we  want  the  support  of  every  man 
on  the  system. 

The  C.,  R.  I.  & P.  Ry.  schedule  has  been  ap- 
plied to  the  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  ft  Colorado 
Railroad,  with  its  $50  minimum,  overtime,  etc. 
This  will  enable  the  brothers  on  that  line  to  buy 
a turkey  for  the  Christmas  dinner,  and  if  they 
don’t  get  a chance  to  eat  it  while  it’s  hot,  they 
will  get  the, two  bits  at  least. 

Some  of  our  best  hustlers  have  brought  up  the 
question  of  a reception  and  ball  to  be  held  in 
Kansas  City  or  some  other  city  that  is  handy  for 
all.  The  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  of  R.  T.  held  their 
annual  joint  ball  at  Blue  Island  on  the  fifteenth. 
Of  course,  they  had  a good  crowd,  and  a good 
time.  Most  of  the  brothers  on  this  end  of  the 
line  bought  tickets,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  brothers  in  the  train  service  should  not  buy 
our  tickets.  What  have  you  to  say;  can  we  do  it? 

We  don’t  ask  you  to  neglect  your  railroad  work, 
but  after  hours  write  that  non-member  a personal 
letter,  and  have  him  buy  himself  a Christmas 
present  in  the  form  of  an  up-to-date  O.  R.  T. 
card. 

The  new  division  cards  are  being  furnished 
these  who  have  paid  their  dues  for  the  current 
term.  There  is  only  one  number  1,  but  there 
are  lots  of  small  ones  all  the  same  price — $4 
apiece. 

When  you  move  don’t  forget  to  give  us  your 
new  address.  It  will  save  the  local  chairman 
lots  of  work. 

Pay  your  dues  in  the  Mutual  Benefit  Depart- 
ment. Our  annual  report  will  reach  you  early 
next  month. 

I wish  you  one  and  all  a Merry  Christmas  and 
a Happy  New  Year. 

M.  E.  Schools*, 

G.  S.  & T. 


Missouri  Division — 

It  is  certainly  pleasing  to  note  that  more  inter- 
est is  being  manifested  on  this  division,  greater 
efforts  are  being  made  to  make  organisation  com- 
plete, the  meetings  held  at  different  points  have 
served  to  acquaint  the  membership  with  a better 
understanding  of  the  present  schedule,  and  we 
feel  that  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
past  few  months  toward  becoming  better  a^ 
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quainted,  and  toward  the  betterment  of  each 
other. 

The  meeting  held  at  Gallatin  on  September 
20  was  well  attended.  Every  one  present  enjoyed 
their  visit  to  the  limit.  After  adjournment  a 
pleasant  surprise  was  sprung  by  Bro.  Carlisle,  who 
notified  us  we  were  due  to  take  supper  with  him. 
no  time  was  lost  in  getting  to  Bro.  Carlisle’s 
home,  where  we  found  awaiting  us  a spread  fit 
for  the  fittest.  Although  the  hour  was  late,  this 
did  not  daunt  the  courage  of  our  charming  hostess, 
who  welcomed  us  most  cordially.  Even  the  shy 
Bro.  Robertson  was  made  to  feel  as  much  at  home 
as  if  he  trod  the  boards  of  the  friendly  shack 
in  the  desert  of  New  Mexico.  Our  troubles  real 
and  imagined  were  soon  forgotten.  The  memory 
of  this  delightful  evening  spent  with  Bro.  Car- 
lisle will  long  remain  in  the  minds  of  all  who 
were  present.  We  thank  you,  but  the  words  do 
not  convey  the  feeling  as  we  would  have  you 
understand  it,  Bro.  Carlisle. 

We  notice  several  new  arrivals,  and  find  too 
they  are  of  the  right  material — all  up  to  date. 

Bro.  Burkett,  Altamont  nights,  away  on  vaca- 
tion, relieved  by  Bro.  Carson.  Bro.  Gregg  also 
away  on  hunting  trip,  relieved  by  Bro.  Peed. 
Bro.  Martin  takes  Bro.  Peed’s  place.  Nice  bunch 
at  Altamont — all  staunch  members. 

Bro.  Townslcy,  of  West  Davenport,  nights,  we 
understand  has  left  the  service  of  the  company. 
Bro.  Townslcy  is  a very  active  Order  man.  We 
wish  him  success  wherever  he  goes. 

* The  personal  letters  received  by  the  nons  seem 
to  have  the  desired  effect.  With  few  exceptions, 
your  local  chairman  has  received  letters  from  all 
the  nons  who  are  of  the  right  material,  explaining 
and  asking  for  application  blanks.  Brothers,  dig 
this  circular  up,  and  write  letters  to  the  nons 
listed  on  the  St.  Joseph  Branch.  They  still  labor 
under  the  impression  they  have  a position  for 
life.  They  never  intend  doing  anything  to  lose 
it,  nor  do  they  ever  expect  to  have  a grievance 
for  adjustment.  They  do  not  want  our  assistance, 
nor  do  they  want  to  assist  us.  This  is  certainly  a 
spirit  of  selfishness,  and  I find  from  investigation 
Mr.  Chapman  has  promised  every  man  who  has 
approached  him,  of  his  intentions  to  join  the 
Order,  has  gone  so  far  as  to  note  on  his  informa- 
tion blank  to  his  local  chairman  (when  he  thought 
there  was  a possible  chance  to  get  a raise,  or  bet- 
ter working  conditions).  “My  application  blanks 
goes  in  to-day.”  That  was  six  months  ago.  No 
one  has  found  an  application  signed  by  this  man 
as  yet.  Maysville  needs  a letter  from  every 
man  on  the  line,  if  nothing  else  to  show  how  we 
regard  him.  Another  non  gave  up  in  disgust  and 
left.  No  effort  was  made  to  hold  him.  Another 
one  has  promised  to  quit,  or  jump  in  the  lake, 
so  your  efforts  along  the  letter  writing  line  was 
certainly  a success,  and  I desire  to  thank  you 
for  the  enthusiasm  shown. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  chairmen  of  the  dif- 
ferent divisions  to  have  a write-up  each  month  in 
The  Telegraph  er,  and  I would  certainly  appre- 
ciate a letter  bearing  on  anything  of  interest, 
changes,  etc.,  you  can  get  to  me  before  the  16th 


of  each  month.  1 feel  that  much  good  can  be  ac- 
complished in  this  way,  and  I want  to  hear  from 
every  member  on  the  division  who  is  interested  in 
making  the  Missouri  Division  the  banner  division. 
Remember  I am  here  to  serve  you  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  but  I must  have  your  co-operation 
if  we  expect  to  have  what  is  coming  to  us.  I 
note  many  of  the  brothers  who  put  in  overtime 
have  the  wrong  idea  in  regard  to  computing  same. 
In  some  cases  where  called  while  on  duty  to 
make  trains  a special  call,  and  overtime  was  al- 
lowed them,  when  continuous  overtime  was  proper, 
or  you  should  receive  overtime  from  the  time 
your  working  hours  expire,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
train  you  are  being  held  for.  It  is  not  proper  to 
call  a man  while  on  duty,  nor  is  it  proper  to 
expect  you  to  call  yourself.  If  you  are  expected 
to  return  at  9 o’clock  to  make  a train,  the  time 
between  certainly  belongs  to  the  company  inasmuch 
as  you  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  make  this 
train.  Again  I find  a number  of  timid  members 
do  not  put  in  overtime  when  it  is  justly  due  them. 
This  is  certainly  a nice  way  to  destroy  the  pres- 
ent schedule.  The  schedule  we  have  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  highest  officials  of  the  company. 
Any  change  in  this  schedule  must  be  by  mutual 
consent,  and  thirty  days'  notice  given.  I fail  to 
find  where  anyone  can  change  conditions,  salaries, 
etc.,  and  refuse  to  allow  overtime  justly  due, 
nor  require  employes  to  work  long  hours,  and 
instruct  them  to  put  in  no  overtime.  If  this 
has  been  done  it  is  a violation,  and  if  you  have 
not  taken  it  up,  you  are  certainly  a party  to  it. 
Not  one  case  of  this  kind  has  ever  been  taken 
above  a division  official’s  head  for  adjustment, 
simply  because  it  is  always  settled  without,  and 
on  the  basis  just  explained. 

There  is  no  cause  for  fear,  if  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  company  to  live  up  to  the 
schedule  you  would  have  been  notified  some  time 
ago.  Read  your  schedules  over,  post  yourselves, 
and  get  what  is  coming  to  you. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  cause  strife  between 
employes  and  officials;  far  from  it.  I believe  our 
officials  appreciate  good  service.  I believe  good 
service  is  best  obtained  by  good  treatment.  I do 
not  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  some  mem- 
bers have  acted  toward  their  brother  members  at 
stations  where  an  agent  was  dependent  on  them 
for  help.  Laying  down  on  a man  is  a mean  way 
to  serve  him;  turning  him  in  is  still  meaner. 
Let  us  strive  to  make  O.  R.  T.  members  desirable 
employes. 

Meetings  will  be  arranged  for  on  the  East  Mis- 
souri Division  to  be  held  monthly.  You  will  be 
notified  in  ampl^time,  and  I trust  you  will  make 
an  effort  to  attend. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  are  being  held  at 
Altamont,  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
Last  meeting  held  was  attended  by  a large  num- 
ber of  the  boys  west  of  Trenton.  Much  good 
accomplished;  a better  understanding  had  of  con- 
ditions. Not  to  be  outdone  by  our  brother  at 
Gallatin,  a banquet  was  tendered  us  after  ad- 
journment. 

Bros.  Peed,  Martin,  Carson  and  Burkett  deserve 
great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  we  were  en- 
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tertained.  Brothers,  your  supper  was  certainly 
great,  your  cigars  were  a credit  to  the  union  label, 
your  hospitality  was  of  a brand  not  easily  mis- 
taken, the  numerous  good*  stories  told,  and  many 
more  features  of  this  enjoyable  evening  will  long 
live  in  the  memories  of  all  who  were  present. 
I feel  safe  in  saying  the  flash  lights  taken  by 
Bro.  Martin  when  developed  will  show  every 
brother  present  supplied  with  a smile,  and  the 
kind  that  don’t  wear  off.  Our  thanks  are  but 
poor  payment  for  this  great  kindness  on  your  part. 
We  tender  you  these  until  such  time  as  we  can 
in  some  manner  present  you  something  more  sub- 
stantial in  token  of  our  appreciation.  We  fur- 
ther desire  to  thank  the  management  of  the 
hotel  for  their  courteous  treatment,  with  a gen- 
erous slice  for  our  ex-railroad  friend  who  made 
the  stay  of  everyone  very  pleasant  indeed. 

We  regret  to  lose  Bro.  Zirkle,  agent  at  James- 
port,  who  resigned,  and  was  relieved  on  the  aoth 
inst.  Bro.  Zirkle  has  the  well  wishes  of  every 
member  on  the  division  that  he  may  secure  a posi- 
tion that  will  be  to  his  liking.  You  certainly  have 
the  ability,  Zirk.  We  trust  you  will  find  a place 
where  it  is  appreciated. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Strew  relieves  Bro.  Zirkle.  Bro. 
McHale,  nights,  a newcomer.  Hope  you  will  re- 
main with  us  boys. 

Numerous  changes  in  Trenton  dispatcher’s  office. 
Will  endeavor  to  keep  tab  and  write  them  up 
next  time.  A change  of  heart  would  not  be  out 
of  order  among  some  of  the  boys  employed  there. 
We  understand  felt  boots  are  in  demand.  Queer, 
boys,  your  feet  get  cold.  Come  out  and  get  warm. 
There  is  plenty  of  fire  out  on  the  line.  Perhaps 
you  know  this. 

Look  after  the  assessment  for  the  M.,  K.  & T. 
This  means  much  to  each  of  us.  The  poverty 
plea  is  a chestnut.  Please  don’t  spring  it. 

* Local  Chairman. 


Kansas  Division — 

Have  you  ordered  your  1905  card?  Quite  a 
number  of  new  men  on  this  division,  and  all 
wearing  up-to-date  cards.  The  one  exception  has 
signed  up  for  one. 

Brothers,  it  is  up  to  you  now  to  get  the  rest 
in.  Personal  effort  will  do  the  necessary.  Let 
them  know  you  are  interested.  Should  be  no 
more  nons  on  this  division  after  January  1 if 
we  do  all  we  can  to  get  them  in. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Mather  has  been  transferred  from 
“NO,”  Topeka,  to  Holton  as  agent. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Hargis  is  the  new  agent  at  Troy. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Johnson,  agent  Kecly,  has  been  taking 
a few  days’  needed  rest.  Bro.  Patsy  O’Shea  is 
doing  the  relief. 

Bro.  L.  Ballard,  of  “B,”  has  resumed  work 
after  a few  days’  vacation.  Bro.  F.  F.  Hadsell 
gave  them  the  board  during  his  absence. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Hart,  of  “MN,”  who  has  been  on 
the  sick  list  for  the  past  month,  is  at  work  again. 
Hard  luck,  “H” — takes  too  many  chickens  to  make 
good.  Better  put  Mr.  Dr.  Bill  on  unfair  list. 

Mrs.  A.  Alt,  agent  “DN,”  has  returned  from 
the  World’s  Fair.  Reports  pleasant  time. 


Bro.  P.  O’Shea  is  relieving  Bro.  Donahugb  at 
“HO”  while  Bro.  D.  and  wife  are  visiting  Denver 
and  several  other  Western  points. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Riggin  is  relieving  Bro.  A.  C.  John- 
son at  “WS”  for  a short  time. 

Bro.  A.  P.  Mueller  is  doing  the  owl  act  at 
“RT”  now.  What  is  your  division,  brother? 

Bro.  Ross,  at  “WI,”  was  called  back  to  Ohio 
account  his  mother  being  very  low,  but  we  are 
glad  to  hear  that  she  is  much  better  now,  and 
he  has  resumed  work. 

Mr.  S.  Smeltzer,  lately  from  new  St.  Louis  line, 
is  working  night  trick  at  “MO”  now.  His  appli- 
cation goes  in  this  pay  day,  Bro.  G. 

Bro.  R.  G.  Dye  goes  to  Mexico.  Good  luck 
“RD.”  Let  us  hear  from  you. 

Bro.  R.  Kiplinger  is  agent  at  “RD”  now.  Mr. 
II.  H.  Hadsell  resigned,  and  “13”  he  is  going  to 
move  to  Topeka. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Riggin,  Mo.  Pac.  Div.  No.  31,  is 
relieving  the  agents  on  this  division.  Bro.  Rig- 
gin is  a good  man,  and  we  hope  to  see  him  get 
a pleasant  location,  on  this  divison  soon.  Give 
us  the  grip  or  throw  us  a “highball”  next  time 
you  go  by,  “RI.” 

Bro.  S.  Rudrow,  of  “VS,”  went  to  Wichita  at 
night  operator.  Mr.  E.  G.  Hoover  now  agent  at 
“VS.” 

We  stopped  to  see  the  boys  in  K.  C.,  and  find 
them  all  very  much  interested  in  conditions  out 
along  the  linfc,  wide  awake  and  active  in  the  work, 
solid  and  up  to  date. 

Another  brother  just  called  up  saying,  “Got 
another  new  member  here  this  morning.”  That* 
is  the  way  to  do.  Don’t  wait  to  write.  If  you 
haven’t  any  blanks  call  me  up,  and  ask  for  some. 
You  should  keep  blanks  on  hand  all  the  time. 
Don’t  be  afraid  to  use  the  wires. 

Bro.  E.  J.  Burke,  of  Haysville,  is  visiting  his 
old  home  at  Marseilles,  111.  • 

Bro.  Gerhart,  G.  C.,  and  Bro.  Schooler,  G.  S. 
and  T.,  have  promised  to  make  us  a visit  in 
January.  We  expect  to  have  first  meeting  in 
Topeka,  and  if  can  arrange  it  will  have  other 
meetings  on  this  division  so  all  can  meet  them, 
and  talk  over  and  get  a line  on  the  work  for 
coming  year.  Please  arrange  to  attend  one  of 
these  meetings.  Possibly  chairmen  from  some  of 
the  other  divisions  will  be  with  us  at  that  time, 
also. 

Brothers,  the  first  thing  I always  do  when  I get 
my  journal  is  to  look  for  news  from  No.  u6. 
Don't  you?  If  you  will  please  take  time  to  let 
me  know  about  all  the  changes  along  the  line,  and 
everything  of  interest,  will  be  glad  to  send  in 
each  month.  Must  reach  me  by  10th  of  each 
month.  “B.” 


St.  Louis  Division — 

Th;s  division  is  rapidly  approaching  the  stage 
when  it  shall  claim  the  distinction  of  being  thor- 
oughly organized,  thanks  to  the  energy  and  ua 
ceasing  efforts  of  all  the  brothers  who  hare  set 
their  minds  on  this  goal,  and  will  permit  of  no  let 
up  until  this  result  has  been  accomplished.  We 
not  the  following  changes  on  the  line: 
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Mr.  C.  R.  Smith,  an  old  board  of  trade  man, 
has  forsaken  the  city  for  simple  country  life,  and 
cast  his  lot  with  us.  He  is  at  Lee’s  Summit, 
nights,  at  present,  and  has  promised  to  begin  the 
new  year  with  an  application. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Holloway,  who  has  been  acting 
agent  at  Eldon  for  some  time  has  returned  to 
Windsor,  days,  and  Bro.  Jesse  Waters,  who  has 
been  working  days,  resumes  his  former  position 
nights. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Morrison,  days  at  Versailles  since  the 
opening  of  that  office,  has  transferred  to  Union 
avenue,  St.  Louis,  nights.  Bro.  W.  E.  Hinton, 
nights  at  Versailles,  takes  the  place  vacated  by 
Bro.  Morrison. 

On  account  of  night  office  at  Meta  closed,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Palmer  has  been  transferred  to  agency  at 
Centaur. 

Bro.  G.  M.  Raub,  old  in  service  on  the  division, 
on  the  east  end,  has  been  assigned  to  agency  at 
Lceton. 

Mr.  G.  D.  Mennell  is  a new  arrival  in  our 
midst  from  Ohio,  where  he  has  been  with  the 
Postal.  He  has  been  relieving  at  several  places 
during  the  past  month. 

Bro.  Jesse  Waters,  nights  at  Windsor,  was  off 
a few  days,  and  made  a short  visit  in  Kansas 
City  last  month. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Jackson,  at  Gerald  as  agent,  for 
past  two  or  three  months,  is  now  at  Henley,  nights. 

Bro.  J.  E.  Laizure,  agent  Meta,  has  resigned, 
and  is  succeeded  by  Bro.  J.  E.  Son,  days  at  same 
place.  We  regret  the  departure  of  Bro.  L.,  and 
wish  him  the  success  which  his  ability  and  good 
work  deserves.  The  vacancy,  days,  is  filled  by 
Bro.  A.  P.  Maguire,  who  has  recently  accepted 
service  here. 

Mr.  L.  R.  Hewitt,  agent  Labadie,  who  has  been 
off  sick  for  some  time,  we  understand  is  con- 
valescent and  will  soon  resume  his  duties.  Bro. 
G.  A.  Morgan  is  in  charge  of  station. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Emerson  is  a new  arrival  on  the 
line,  and  is  holding  Chesterfield,  nights. 

Bro.  H.  W.  Haase  relieved  at  Brandon  a few 
days  in  November. 

Argyle  station  has  been  opened  as  a night  office, 
and  Mr.  L.  H.  Wade  installed.  Mr.  W.  has 
signified  his  intentions,  and  will  be  a member 
before  this  appears  in  print. 

Eldon,  “DS”  offices,  is  represented  by  Bro.  F. 
A.  Roach,  nights,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Cotton  makes 
us  hurry  up  with  the  car  report,  days. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Finley,  who  worked  a few  days  at 
Leeds  Jet.  and  Union  ave.f  St.  Louis,  has  left 
us,  and  is  now  located  on  the  Frisco. 

Bro.  L.  P.  Rapp,  agent  Stover,  has  been  taking 
an  extended  and  well-earned  vacation  of  several 
weeks,  attending  the  World’s  Fair  and  visiting 
other  points.  He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  W.  J. 
Cox. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Foss,  formerly  on  this  line  at  Eldon 
last  summer,  is  now  with  the  Union  Pacific  hold- 
ing one  of  their  best  jobs  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming, 
which  is  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  ability  of 
this  genial  gentleman.  Good  wishes,  C.  W.  F. 


We  understand  a day  man  will  be  tut  on  at 
Pleasant  Hill  soon,  increasing  the  force  to  three 
men,  and  that  Owensville  will  be  opened  as  a 
night  office. 

The  local  chairman  advises  that  he  intends  to 
send  out  a few  test  questions  to  the  members 
on  this  division  in  the  near  future,  with  a view 
of  learning  something  about  their  knowledge  of 
Order  matters,  and  we  would  advise  all  to  pro- 
cure a copy  of  the  constitution  from  the  Grand 
Secretary  for  stildy,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to 
answer  these  questions. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Chalfant,  agent  Versailles,  made  a 
short  visit  to  the  St.  Louis  Fair  in  November. 

Bro.  J.  O.  Courter,  formerly  with  the  Frisco 
at  Crocker,  Mo.,  has  come  over  to  the  new  line, 
and  is  located  at  Owensville,  nights. 

Bro.  Henry  Bader,  formerly  on  this  division, 
was  at  St.  Clair,  Mo.,  our  last  account. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Garvin,  days  at  Leeds  Jet.,  attended 
the  grand  ball  given  by  the  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
road Trainmen  at  Convention  Hall,  Kansas  City, 
December  x. 

Bro.  R.  C.  Brewer,  formerly  on  this  division 
at  Leeds  Jet.,  and  Eldon,  and  later  with  the 
Union  Pacific  at  Green  River,  Wyo.,  is  now  em- 
ployed on  the  Missouri  Division. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Mennell,  agent  Greenwood,  with  his 
wife  and  son  attended  the  World’s  Fair  a week  in 
November,  but  was  obliged  to  cut  his  trip  short, 
and  could  not  go  home  at  this  time.  He  will 
finish  his  visit  at  Zyba,  Kan.,  this  month. 

The  writer  was  in  Kansas  City  recently,  and 
dropped  in  on  the  brothers  at  “BY”  office  for  a 
short  visit. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Maddy,  agent  Belle,  was  off  two  or 
three  weeks  in  November  on  a well-earned  vaca- 
tion. He  was  relieved  by  Bro.  G.  A.  Morgan. 

Bro.  L.  Haislip,  who  was  nights  at  Windsor  a 
few  weeks,  we  understand  has  left  the  line,  but 
did  not  learn  his  destination. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Aldrich  is  among  our  many  new 
arrivals,  having  picked  out  the  new  line  as  the 
best  of  all,  and  is  in  charge  at  Union  ave.,  St. 
Loui9,  days. 

Address  is  desired  of  J.  D.  Maddox,  formerly 
at  Vigus.  Anyone  knowing,  please  address  Bro. 
M.  E.  Schooler,  G.  S.  & T.,  Marseilles,  111. 

Mr.  Stipple,  formerly  with  the  Wabash,  is  doing 
relief  work  on  the  east  end.  He  has  requested  the 
papers  to  do  the  necessary. 

Wishing  all  a Merry  Xmas  and  Happy  New 
Year,  more  anon. 

Read  and  Think. 


Pan  Handle  Division — 

Xmas  finds  us  presenting  a more  solid  front 
than  a month  ago,  and  certainly  this  means  some- 
thing. It  means  that  the  telegraphers  and  agents 
have  come  to  realize  their  position,  and  like  their 
fellow  workmen  the  train  and  enginemen  have 
found  that  organization  is  the  only  means  of 
protection  for  themselves  and  families  in  the 
mighty  struggle  between  capital  and  labor.  Both 
are  necessary,  and  if  capital  would  deal  fair  with 
labor,  labor  troubles  would  not  be  known.  The 
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greed  for  money  is  great,  and  the  capitalists  hoard 
millions  upon  millions  which  is  wrung  from  the 
laborer,  and  when  this  laborer  has  been  crowded 
so  closely  that  he  barely  makes  an  existence,  and 
asks  for  better  pay  so  that  he  may  live  decently 
and  educate  his  children,  he  either  has  to  strike 
for  it  or  get  out  and  look  for  another  job.  Many 
times  he  is  thrown  out  of  employment  with  star- 
vation staring  him  in  the  face.  These  million- 
aires cannot  live  forever,  and  what  good  is  their 
money  to  them  when  they  are  dead? 

The  earth  is  full  of  wealth  for  all,  and  all 
could  enjoy  it  and  have  plenty  left.  Even  our 
great  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  foresaw  this 
struggle  coming,  when  he  said  in  a speech,  “That 
he  trembled  for  his  people  when  the  money  power 
should  rule  the  country.”  I am  not  quoting  him 
as  he  said  it,  but  this  is  what  he  meant.  Broth- 
ers, they  have  it.  What  shall  we  do;  sit  back 
and  say,  “Keep  it?”  No,  brothers,  we  must  not. 
We  must  organize  and  fight  this  capitalistic  power 
until  we  get  justice.  It  is  the  mighty  arm  of 
labor  which  has  made  the  country  what  it  is. 
It  is  the  laborer  that  dug  through  mountains  for 
minerals,  etc.,  built  your  city  and  railroads.  Look 
about  you.  You  can  see  the  hand  of  labor  at 
every  turn.  Then  why  should  she  not  get  her  just 
deserts?  Brothers,  none  of  us  will  live  forever, 
nor  have  any  of  us  a life-time  cinch  on  our  jobs. 
You  may  have  a job  to-day  and  to-morrow  none. 
How  many  of  you  could  lay  off  for  a week  or 
send  your  wife  off  on  a vacation  without  going 
in  debt?  I dare  say  not  many  of  you.  Why 
should  we  be  compelled  to  work  every  day  in 
the  year,  and  not  enjoy  some  of  the  good  things 
God  has  put  on  the  earth  for  us?  Brothers  and 
fellow  workmen,  decide  which  side  of  the  fence 
you  belong  on.  You  will  find  that  you  should 
join  your  fellow  workmen  and  co-operate  with 
them  instead  of  being  a spy  and  a traitor  to 
your  own  class.  Boys,  get  together,  stick  to- 
gether and  fight  together,  for  in  union  there  is 
strength.  Don’t  lay  this  willfully  aside  and  give 
it  no  further  thought,  but  talk  to  your  neighbor 
and  find  out  if  he  is  going  right  or  wrong,  and 
show  him  the  way.  Now  is  the  time  to  strike, 
boys,  while  the  iron  is  hot.  Be  loyal,  brothers, 
and  work  harder  than  ever  before,  and  by  this 
time  next  Xmas  I’m  sure  we  will  have  conditions 
which  will  make  life  worth  living.  If  you  have 
not  the  uerve  to  ask  for  what  you  want,  and 
when  justly  yours,  have  not  the  grit  to  fight  for 
it  vou  might  as  well  be  dead.  I think  I have 
said  enough  to  show  how  we  stand,  and  it  is  now- 
up  to  yoy  to  do  the  rest. 

Wishing  one  and  all  a Merry  Xmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year,  I am  yours  for  victory. 

Cert.  1257. 

Illinois  [Hx’is'ott  - 

Si  veral  months  have  passed  since  the  lllin-'is 
Division  has  been  written  up  in  the  fraternal 
columns  of  The  Telegrapher.  No  one  can  deny 
the  fact  that  The  Telegrapher,  as  a whole,  is  an 
interesting  journal.  It  is  about  the  only  me. ms 
we  have  of  expressing  our  ideas  and  getting  them 


before  the  entire  membership.  In  order  to  make 
it  more  interesting  for  the  men  (don’t  say  boys) 
on  the  Reck  Island,  every  division  on  the  system 
should  send  something  to  the  editor  for  publica- 
tion each  month. 

This  division  is  not  solid,  but  we  are  working 
hard  and  hope  to  have  it  as  near  solid  as  it  can 
be  made  before  many  moons  (we  still  have  some 
92’ers).  Unless  the  non-members  who  are  receiv- 
ing the  benefits  of  the  $5  increase  in  salary  do 
the  right  thing  this  month,  their  names  will  be 
published  in  these  columns.  The  excuse  “I'm 
going  in  next  pay  day”  is  too  stale.  It’s  their 
support  we  want;  not  thetr  excuses. 

We  also  have  a number  of  exclusive  agents  who 
are  eligible  to  membership,  but  since  having  been 
promoted  to  the  exalted  positions  they  now  oc- 
cupy, will  gladly  accept  the  handclasp  of  a local 
official  as  a substitute  for  the  increase  in  salary 
they  are  badly  in  need  of,  and  have  a good  chance 
of  getting  (nit),  the  majority  of  them  are  paid 
from  $60  to  $85  per  month  for  thirty,  fifteen  or 
eighteen-hour  day’s  work.  It  is  something  to  be 
swelled  up  over,  isn’t  it?  Means  from  ten  to 
twenty  years  at  hard  labor,  then  over  the  hilU. 
or,  perhaps  a straight  shot  to  the  graveyard.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  discourage  those  who  are 
in  line  of  promotion  to  these  positions,  for  we 
have  already  been  able  to  better  the  working 
conditions  of  a number  of  these  exclusive  agents, 
and  in  a few  cases  have  been  successful  in  secur- 
ing an  increase  in  salary  for  them.  A few  of  the 
latter  have  been  kind  enough  to  send  us  a letter 
of  thanks,  failing  however  to  enclose  the  check 
to  help  pay  the  expenses  of  our  committee. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  keep  after 
the  non-members,  for  you  realize  that  is  a duty 
that  must  not  be  neglected. 

Our  next  meeting  at  Rock  Island  is  on  Christ- 
mas eve.  Will  be  there,  but  how  about  that  ban- 
quet and  tournament. 

This  is  a Duke’s  Mixture,”  and  I am  in  hope*; 
that  some  brother  on  the  division  will  take  pity 
on  our  readers  and  myself  and  relieve  me. 

I hope  that  we  have  our  new  cards;  also  a 
turkey  with  a label  on  it.  and  wish  you  all  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  a Happy  New  Year. 

M.  E.  School**. 


Dcs  Moines  Valley  Division — 

Bro.  Geo.  L.  Chinn,  after  roaming  over  the 
division  as  handy  man,  assigned  to  Moneta  as 
agent,  relieving  Bro.  Geo.  A.  Scott. 

Bro.  Geo.  A.  Scott  assigned  to  Callander,  as 
agent. 

Bro.  Jesse  M.  Hays  filling  in  at  Plcssis  um:l 
regular  assignment  is  made. 

Bro.  Roy  Youngerman,  relieving  Bro.  J.  C. 
Sandmier,  at  Ayrshire,  who  is  taking  a much 
needed  vacation. 

Bro.  Geo.  Ovcrturf  promoted  to  the  agency 
Evans. 

Bro.  H.  E.  Wormhaudt  has  resumed  tm  .*M 
position  at  Monroe,  greatly  improved  in  health 

It  is  hoped  that  each  member  will  send  ani 
news  item  they  may  have  to  the  local  chairman. 
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who  will  be  glad  to  report  them  each  month,  and 
make  a better  appearance  in  the  journal. 

CttT.  7. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father, 
in  his  infinite  love  and  wisdom,  to  visit  the  circle 
of  our  brother,  O.  S.  Dunn,  and  take  therefrom 
by  death  his  loving  son,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  telegraphers  of  the  D.  M.  V. 
Division,  C.,  R.  I.  & P.  Ry.  System  Division  126, 
bow  in  humble  submission  to  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  well.  We  deeply  feel  the  loss  which  this 
death  has  been  to  the  loving  father  and  family, 
as  it  has  taken  from  their  midst  a loving  son, 
one  who  was  loved  by  all;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy to  the  afflicted  father  and  family,  in  this 
their  hour  of  deep  affliction,  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  a copy  spread 
on  the  minutes,  and  published  in  The  Telegra- 
pher. 

J.  A.  Moore, 

Geo.  L.  Chinn, 

W.  F.  Gerhart. 

Committee. 


Altoona  Division,  No.  86. 

Good  old  Division  86  has  once  more  loomed  up 
in  the  front  ranks,  and  on  the  evening  of  Octo- 
ber 26.  1904,  treated  the  boys  from  Clearfield, 
Tyrone  and  C.  & C.  Divisions  to  a banquet  which 
was  pronounced  a success  by  all.  After  the  reg- 
ular meeting  and  routine  of  business  was  trans- 
acted, the  plentiful  spread  was  brought  forth  by 
those  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  the  willing 
Bro.  Ed.  Collins  saw  that  the  boys  were  all  lined 
up  and  made  happy. 

After  the  supper  was  over  the  orchestra  struck 
up  the  music  that  set  the  boys  all  to  shaking,  and 
they  were  not  long  in  hunting  up  a partner,  and 
around  the  room  they  spun.  Some  of  the  boys 
not  having  a lady  friend  just  at  the  time,  tied 
white  handkerchiefs  on  some  of  the  men  cooks 
and  pressed  them  into  service.  Next  in  order 
was  a cake  walk,  given  by  six  available  members, 
led  by  Bro.  Gilmore  Miller,  who  handled  the 
drum  stick  in  an  up-to-date  manner.  This  took 
the  house  in  general. 

Everything  was  moving  along  nicely  without 
an  interruption,  until  the  billy  goat  in  some  man- 
ner got  his  nose  on  the  table,  and  spilled  the 
mustard  over  Bro.  Frank's  new  trousers;  “13” 
his  girl  kept  him  at  a distance  until  he  was 
shined  up.  How  about  it,  "JF”? 

Bro.  Van  Valin  led  the  first  waltz,  and  showed 
that  be  was  an  old  veteran  at  the  business. 

Next  in  order  was  a "tom  cat  solo,”  given  by 
Bro.  Dinges,  first  trick  man  at  "AG.”  The  solo 
had  just  begun  when  ten  black  cats  jumped  into 
the  room  from  a back  window,  thinking  it  was  a 
signal  from  their  captain  to  go  on  the  war  path, 
and  the  solo  had  to  be  discontinued. 


Bros.  Mickey  and  Garland  had  charge  of  the 
cooking  department,  and  did  themselves  justice 
to  the  coffee,  which  brought  a smile  from  all  who 
drank  of  it,  and  declared  it  to  be  the  best  they 
ever  drank.  Bros.  R.  U.  Cline,  G.  Miller  and 
McCoy  was  full  of  instructive  talk,  and  gave  the 
boys  a few  pointers,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
Bios.  Nicely,  Taylor  and  Stowder  acted  as  social 
committee,  and  made  everybody  welcome. 

We  hope  to  hive  the  boys  all  lined  up  again 
about  the  last  of  January,  when  a good,  old-fash- 
ioned ball  will  be  given.  There  will  be  ladies 
present,  and  the  boys  will  have  no  excuse  to 
stay  away  on  account  of  not  having  their  lady 
friend  on  hand.  Bring  them  along  the  next  time. 

Plym pton's  Goat. 


New  Rochelle,  Division  No.  37. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  Almighty  God  has  removed  from  our 
midst  our  beloved  brother,  George  A.  Scofield, 
and  while  bowing  humbly  to  him,  who  doeth  all 
things  well,  in  respectful  regard  and  esteem  for 
our  late  brother  and  his  bereaved  family,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  members  of  New  Rochelle  Division, 
No.  37,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  that  in 
his  death  the  Order  has  lost  true  and  worthy 
member,  his  employers  a faithful  and  efficient 
servant,  his  widow  a kind  and  affectionate  hus- 
band, and  his  children  a loving  father;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily our  heartfelt  sympathy,  in  this  dark  hour  of 
affliction,  ever  mindful  of  the  fact  that  while  lost 
to  us  on  earth  he  has  gained  an  eternal  home  in 
heaven;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  division,  a copy 
forwarded  to  the  bereaved  family,  and  to  The 
Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publication,  and  that 
our  charter  be  draped  for  a period  of  thirty  days. 

* T.  O.  Tiger, 

T.  J.  Gallagher, 

H.  Flanagan. 

Committee. 


Fredericksburg  Division,  No.  125. 

Friday  night,  November  11,  regular  meeting 
of  Division  125  called  to  order,  Chief  Thompson 
again  on  hand  to  handle  the  gavel,  and  instruct 
the  weary  nons  that  might  present  themselves  at 
our  portals  for  admission  to  our  grand  brother- 
hood, and  quite  a large  number  of  brothers,  nota- 
bly among  them  several  W.  S.  boys. 

Resignation  of  Bro.  E.  O.  Hunter  as  chairman 
of  General  Committee  read  and  accepted,  and 
Bro.  C.  H.  Boschen  appointed  to  fill  his  unex- 
pired term. 

One  candidate,  Mr.  B.  C.  Harding,  presented 
himself,  and  was  initiated.  Glad  to  welcome  you, 
Bro.  “DI.” 

Applications  from  Mr.  J.  P.  Hanlon  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Ratcliffe  received,  balloted  upon  and  ac- 
cepted. 
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Additional  committees  appointed  to  look  after 
the  nons,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Our  December  meeting  will  be  the  banner  meet- 
ing of  the  year,  so  boys  show  up  on  time.  Lots 
of  important  business  to  be  attended  to. 

After  reports  of  committee’s  meeting,  adjourned 
to  meet  Friday  night,  December  9. 


Local  Notes — 

Cigars  again  in  order.  Our  former  chairman, 
Brc.  Hunter,  is  now  numbered  among  the  Bene- 
dicts. Who  will  be  next?  Ask  the  woggle  bug. 

« Glad  to  see  the  interest  shown  by  the  W.  S. 
men.  Come  again  to  our  next  meeting,  and  each 
of  you  bring  one  of  the  other  brothers,  and  let’s 
have  a royal  good  time. 

Where  are  the  brothers  of  Division  60  that 
used  to  attend  our  meetings?  Come  out,  broth- 
ers, and  see  what  fine  meetings  we  are  having. 

There  are  several  of  Division  40  members  work- 
ing on  our  pike  now.  Get  your  transfer,  boys, 
and  join  our  ranks.  We  need  you  all. 

Bro.  Tom  Cussons,  of  “HN,”  has  reported  for 
duty  again.  Glad  to  have  you  back  with  us  again. 
Tommy. 

Bro.  Satterwhite,  also  of  “HN,”  is  much  better, 
and  able  to  resume  duty. 

At  last  the  nons  have  begun  to  awaken  from 
their  slumbers,  and  see  what  they  have  missed  by 
remaining  out  in  the  cold.  Division  i^s’s  doors 
are  open  to  you  all,  and  the  glad  handshake  awaits 
you.  Come  join  us,  boys.  Why  longer  delay? 

With  these  few  words  will  cut  out,  but  not  to 
stay,  for  I’ll  be  right  here  next  month. 

Meet  me  in  Fredericksburg  December  9.  I’ll 
be  there. 

Happy  Jack. 


To  All  Members  of  Fredericksburg  Dizdsion  125: 
I wish  to  extend  to  the  members  of  Fredericks- 
burg Division  125,  through  our  journal,  my  appre- 
ciation for  the  beautiful  gift  presented  me  on  the 
1 2th  of  October.  We  were  more  than  surprised 
to  receive  such  a handsome  gift,  and  can  assure 
you  one  and  all  the  present  is  prized  very  highly. 
With  best  wishes,  I am, 

Fraternally, 

W.  T.  Thompson. 


Rochester,  N.  H.,  Division,  No.  65. 

I do  not  know  whether  we  have  a division 
correspondent  or  not,  but  if  so  I hope  he  will 
not  think  I am  assuming  any  of  his  responsibili- 
ties. I think  that  upon  the  receipt  of  The  Teleg- 
rapher each  month,  at  least  four-fifths  of  the 
members  look  for  items  from  their  own  road  or 
division,  and  quite  a few  of  them,  not  finding 
such  items,  naturally  conclude  that  interest  is  wan- 
ing, and  a repetition  of  these  conditions  for  several 
consecutive  months  simply  confirm  his  conclusions. 
Yet,  a great  many  times  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
members  themselves,  as  they  do  not  assist  the  di- 
vision correspondent  by  keeping  him  informed  of 
things  that  manifestly  he  cannot  know. 


Undoubtedly,  however,  as  soon  as  our  General 
Committee  has  concluded  its  lab9rs,  there  will  be 
more  time  for  the  gathering  of  items  for  our 
journal  each  month. 

There  arc  quite  a few  brothers  who  have  not 
paid  their  dues  for  the  six  months  to  January 
1.  Their  idea  seems  to  be  to  await  the  result 
of  the  labors  of  our  General  Committee,  so  that 
they  may  know  whether  they  will  be  “justified” 
in  paying  anything  further  into  the  Order.  Let 
us  offer  up  peans  of  thanksgiving  that  the  same 
clay  was  not  used  in  the  moulding  of  us  alL  Get 
down  on  your  knees,  O ye  of  little  faith,  and 
humble  yourselves  before  the  striking  operatives 
of  Fall  River,  Mass. 

You  can  talk  of  your  condition  from  now  until 
the  day  of  Pentacost,  but  when  you  can  show 
the  same  spirit  of  determined  doggedness  and 
absolute  loyalty  to  one  another  that  is  shown  by 
these  poor  cotton  mill  operatives,  then  the  day 
of  our  millennium  will  certainly  be  closer  than 
it  ever  has  been  yet. 

W.  J.  Maloy  recently  resigned  as  agent  at  Fre- 
mont, and  is  now  working  in  a yard  office  at 
Nashua  Jet.  Mr.  Maloy  was  a tape  operator,  and 
1 suppose  there  are  but  a very  few  now  left  in  this 
country.  D.  R.  Buchannan,  from  Lee,  took  his 
place. 

The  company  is  having  rather  a hard  time  of  it 
in  filling  the  agency  at  Lee,  five  different  men 
having  tried  the  place  in  nearly  as  many  weeks. 
The  agent  is  obliged  to  run  a steam  pump,  on 
top  of  a pretty  good  station  business,  and  the 
result  is  a continual  roasting  from  the  dispatcher 
for  not  being  on  the  wire. 

We  “13”  that  we  are  soon  to  lose  Miss  Will- 
iamson, our  esteemed  sister  at  Derry.  She  avows, 
however,  that  she  absolutely  is  not  matrimonially 
inclined.  ' 

There  is  cons;derable  talk  about  a reduction 
in  the  force  at  some  stations.  Get  busy,  boys. 

Cert.  5. 


Syracuse  Division,  No.  41. 

IN  MKMORIAM. 

Whereas,  Tt  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father, 
in  his  wisdom  and  mercy,  to  call  from  our  midst 
Mr.  Grover  Steele,  the  beloved  father  of  our  es- 
teemed Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Bro.  J.  B.  Steele, 
and 

Whereas.  In  token  of  our  respect  and  sympathy 
for  our  brother  and  family,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  Syracuse  Division. 
No.  41,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  that  we 
sincerely  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  them 
in  their  recent  bereavement  and  sorrow,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  the  bereaved  family,  a copy  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  our  division,  and  published  in  The 
Telegraph  er. 

Frank  Perry, 

Jas.  Whalen, 

W.  H.  Enright. 

Committ**. 
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Telegraphers’  Ball  at  Chili  icothe,  Ohio. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  November  23,  the  mem- 
bers in  the  vicinity  of  Chillicothe  gave  their  first 
ball  of  which  the  daily  press  gives  the  follownig 
account: 

“The  telegraphers  gave  their  first  ball  in  Chilli- 
cothe, at  Memorial  Hall,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
and  surprised  their  friends  as  well  as  all  those 
who  attended,  with  the  charming  manner  in  which 
they  entertained  their  guests.  To  say  that  the 
ball  was  a success  from  start  to  finish,  both 
socially  and  financially,  would  be  putting  it  mildly. 
The  ball  was  conducted  on  a high  plane,  and  the 
tone  of  the  affair  was  far  beyond  any  public 
function  of  the  kind  given  here  for  three  or  four 
years.  The  Young  Men’s  Orchestra  covered  itself 
with  glory,  and  had  to  respond  to  encore  after 
encore. 

“The  grand  march  was  a thing  of  beauty,  and 
was  led  by  Mr.  Frank  Lechner  and  G.  F.  Lemlc, 
of  the  C.,  H.  & D.,  followed  by  the  other  teleg- 
raphers and  their  fair  friends. 

“Edward  McGue  was  at  the  ticket  window,  and 
with  that  smile  of  his  that  won’t  come  off,  gath- 
ered in  the  shekels,  and  when  opportunity  offered 
acted  as  the  gallant  for  the  ladies  in  showing  them 
to  the  cloak  room,  and  hunting  up  their  escorts 
for  them. 

“The  committee  in  charge  of  the  affair  have  the 
right  to  be  proud  of  their  efforts,  and  Messrs. 
John  Evans,  P.  Moriarity,  Frank  Lechner  and 
Richard  Schwarzel  are  receiving  the  congratula- 
tions of  their  fellow  workers  at  the  key  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  matters  were  arranged.  The 
floor  management  was  also  all  that  could  be  asked, 
Messrs.  Frank  Lechner,  G.  F.  Lemlie  and  K.  D. 
Figelstahler  having  that  department  under  their 
supervision. 

“The  telegraphers  have  stamped  success  upon 
their  first  effort,  and  hereafter  their  affairs  will 
be  looked  forward  to  with  pleasure.’’ 


Olean  Division,  No.  135. 

Division  135  held  its  regular  monthly  meeting  on 
October  17,  with  rather  poor  attendance.  There 
seems  to  be  a lack  of  interest  which  should  be 
overcome.  Those  in  attendance  are  always  the 
same  ones,  especially  the  south  end,  some  of 
whom  we  have  never  seen  in  the  lodge  room,  and 
also  many  on  the  north  end  who  have  no  excuse 
to  offer  at  all.  Let  every  one  make  a special  ef- 
fort during  the  winter  months  to  be  on  hand. 
A pass  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

Division  135  extends  its  sympathies  to  Bro.  and 
Mrs.  Haword,  of  Elma,  in  the  death  of  their  little 
daughter,  which  occurred  some  time  ago. 

Where  were  you  last  meeting  night,  “Q”? 

Bro.  Mathewson  is  relieving  Bro.  Green,  who 
is  taking  his  twelve  days’  vacation. 

Bro.  Choffee  is  relieving  Bro.  Moore  at  Protec- 
tion for  twelve  days. 

D.  H.  Smith  is  back  with  us  again,  holding 
down  the  relief  job.  Come,  Dell,  we  need  you  in 

the  ranks. 


Bro.  Regan  has  settled  down  to  the  owl  trick 
at  Aurora.  “RF”  has  been  a pretty  steady  visitor 
at  Frank.  Now  that  he  has  settled  down  we 
may  look  for  something. 

Bro.  Foster,  at  Cadiz,  days,  Good  place  to 
think  over  your  troubles,  “N.” 

Gravel  is  closed  for  the  season,  and  Bro.  Stevens 
is  back  at  Ischua,  nights. 

Out  of  three  offices  in  Olean,  six  men,  five  are 
O.  R.  T.  Pretty  good  showing. 

Bro.  O’Dell,  you  are  all  right.  No  more  call- 
ing, “BU.” 

Bro.  Prasse  has  been  transferred  from  “AD,” 
nights,  to  agent  at  Shippen.  Bro.  Burke  sent 
to  “AD.’’ 

Our  attention  is  called  to  one  or  two  nons. 
Their  excuse  don’t  join  because  don’t  like  the 
S.  & T.  Pretty  poor  excuse,  boys.  I would  not 
have  the  nerve  to  stand  ready  to  grasp  everything 
the  O.  R.  T.  gets. 

We  “13’’  Bro.  Spencer  is  talking  of  taking  the 
agency  at  Choffee. 

Bro.  E.  C.  Stevens  is  doing  the  owl  trick  at 
Keating.  Look  out  for  the  wild  animals,  etc. 

We  stopped  at  Macltias  Jet.,  and  found  pretty 
stiff  going.  Bros.  Burt,  Cashmore,  Mulvcy  and 
Wright.  Not  so  bad. 

Many  brothers  pick  up  the  journal,  eagerly 
scanning  its  page3  for  a personal  mention,  then 
9wear  at  the  division  correspondent  for  not  writ- 
ing up,  still  he  cannot  beg  or  get  an  item  from 
anyone. 

I understand  we  are  to  lose  Bro.  Allen,  at  “A.” 
Here’s  luck  to  you,  “QN,“  in  your  new  venture. 

Only  a few  days  now  to  the  event  of  the  season 
— the  first  annual  ball  of  Division  135.  This  event 
is  looked  forward  to  by  a great  many  with  in- 
terest. Let  every  one  make  a special  effort  to 
be  on  hand,  and  help  make  this  a grand  success. 

Born  to  Bro.  and  Mrs.  O’Dell,  of  Eldred,  a 
boy.  We  smoke,  “RO.” 

Much  credit  is  due  our  worthy  secretary  and 
treasurer,  W.  J.  McCartan,  for  his  untiring  work 
for  Division  135.  Also  for  the  success  of  the 
coming  ball.  Div.  Cor. 


C.,  St  P.,  M.  & O.  Ry. 

Windom  Meeting — 

One  of  the  largesf  and  most  enjoyable  meetings 
yet  held  on  this  division  was  held  at  M.  W.  A. 
hall,  Windom,  Minn.,  Sunday,  November  20.  Gen- 
eral Chairman  Liddane  was  with  us,  and  gave 
one  of  his  usual  interesting  and  instructive  talks. 
The  boys  arrived  and  proceeded  to  take  in  the 
sights  of  the  city,  after  which  they  went  to  the 
hall  where  they  were  entertained  in  an  informal 
manner  by  speaking  and  singing.  Bros.  Beyer 
and  Glick  doing  the  most  of  it  to  see  who  would 
carry  off  the  belt.  Dad  finished  in  little  better 
wind  than  Glick  did,  and  was  awarded  the  belt, 
which  he  delivered  to  Bro.  S.  S.  Long  in  the 
initiatory  work. 

At  6:30  p.  m.  we  gathered  at  the  festive  board 
of  the  Pioneer  House,  where  one  of  the  best 
Thanksgiving  dinners  ever  prepared  was  set  up. 
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Bro.  Tenny  fell  in  his  soup,  while  Hodge  went 
around  with  a gobble  as  big  as  the  largest  turkey 
that  ever  ruled  at  such  a dinner.  Glick  broke  his 
belt  in  trying  to  eat  all  the  stuffing.  “Tubby"  Lid- 
dane,  who  had  eaten  nothing  since  the  week  be- 
fore, in  order  to  be  at  the  meeting,  never  said 
a word,  but  picked  up  a full  train,  and  had  to 
double  the  hill  to  get  back  to  the  hall.  Bro. 
Hakes  made  a run  for  it,  but  got  a hot  box 
and  had  to  put  in  a new  journal. 

Dad  got  stalled  going  up  the  stairs,  and  had 
to  be  given  a push  in  order  to  go  up  without 
doubling,  but  after  dancing  the  kan-kan,  he  was 
somewhat  relieved. 

At  8:30  p.  m.  the  meeting  settled  down  to  its 
regular  routine,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
meetings  ever  held.  Every  member  present  had 
something  to  say.  The  meeting  finished  with  the 
degree  team  initiating  Bro.  S.  S.  Long,  who  was 
properly  shot  through,  and  became  one  of  the 
regulars.  Glick,  in  his  new  office  of  guide,  made 
a big  hit,  so  did  Hale  and  Cope.  It  was  voted 
to  hold  a ball  at  St.  James.  A committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  look  after  the  arrangements 
for  this  ball,  and  set  the  time  of  holding  same. 

Dad  will  now  give  us  five  verses  of  Finnegan’s 
wake. 

Glick,  “Down  in  my  heart  I got  a feeling  for 
you,”  Long.  Don’t  forget  to  get  your  tickets  for 
the  ball. 

It  is  too  bad  more  money  was  not  raised  for 
the  typewriter.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  we 
are  paying  $2  a month  rent  for  a mill  that  there 
is  not  a brother  on  the  division  that  can’t  afford 
more  than  25  cents  toward  this  fund.  The  paper 
was  turned  down  pretty  hard  at  St.  James,  only 
one  trick  dispatcher  and  the  side  wire  man  signing 
anything.  Their  brothers  at  Winona  helped  the 
C.  & N.  W.  boys  out  to  the  tune  of  $3  each. 

Another  paper  will  be  started  over  the  division, 
and  we  hope  that  the  brothers,  especially  those 
who  only  gave  a quarter,  can  see  their  way  clear 
to  do  it  again. 

Everybody  was  well  pleased  to  hear  the  names 
of  several  new  members  mentioned,  some  who 
have  stood  out  for  a long  time,  but  they  now 
give  a big  sigh  of  relief,  and  you  can  see  a smile 
of  satisfaction  settle  on  their  faces  whenever 
O.  R.  T.  is  mentioned. 

Bro.  D.  E.  Hale,  of  Windom,  days,  has  been 
called  East  on  business,  and  will  probably  be  gone 
three  months. 

The  present  division  correspondent  hereby  lays 
down  the  pen  of  this  office.  I sincerely  hope  my 
successor  will  be  treated  as  well  by  the  boys  as 
they  have  treated  me.  Although  some  of  the 
assistant  division  correspondents  have  rather  neg- 
lected to  send  in  much  news,  I know  they  meant 
it  all  O.  K.,  but  would  forget. 

We  have  got  to  make  the  company  see  that  we 
are  interested  in  their  welfare  if  wc  can  expect 
anything  from  them  to  better  our  conditions.  Do 
business,  and  do  it  well  on  business  principles.  I 
wish  my  successor  all  kinds  of  good  luck,  and 
hope  he  will  furnish  the  brothers  with  all  kinds 
of  good  news.  The  division  is  now  in  better 


shape  than  it  ever  was,  and  the  whole  C,  S.  P., 
M.  & O.  road  is  as  well  as  the  C & N.  W.  System. 

C.  & N.  W.  Division  76  is  now  the  banner  di- 
vision of  the  North  American  continent  Keep 
it  so.  Don't  lapse.  Keep  awake  and  doing,  and 
the  company  will  recognize  us  in  a more  substan- 
tial manner.  We  all  know  that  we  have  as  fine 
a set  of  officials  from  the  head  down,  and  also 
our  O.  R.  T.  officials,  as  govern  any  organized 
body  or  corporation  in  the  country. 

Hurrah  for  76,  and  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 
New  Year  to  you  all. 

The  ink  well  is  empty  at  this  stand.  73. 

Div.  Co*. 


Wisconsin  Division — 

1 may  have  waited  too  long,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  this  will  not  get  to  St  Louis  in  time  to 
appear  in  the  columns  of  the  next  journal.  It 
seems  but  a small  matter  for  the  boys  to  jot  down 
a few  happenings,  and  send  them  to  me.  One 
postage  stamp  will  do  it.  Try  add  do  better  next 
month.  It  is  over  a month  since  the  meeting  at 
Eau  Claire,  and  in  that  time  I have  only  heard 
from  Bros.  Smith,  of  Fairchild;  Durkee,  of 
Bicomer,  and  O’Brien,  of  Lake  Elmo.  The  rest 
of  you  could  do  as  well  if  you  would  only  try, 
ani  the  Wisconsin  Division  might  be  represented 
in  The  Telegrapher  in  a manner  that  we 
would  all  be  proud  of.  News  is  very  scarce  this 
month.  All  the  boys  seem  to  be  working  along 
as  steady  as  clockwork.  A man  could  not  get  a 
lay-off  now  if  he  tried.  Your  correspondent  has 
tried  twice,  and  been  turned  down  both  times. 
Telegraphers  are  as  scarce  as  hens’  teeth  this  fall. 
The  opening  of  about  forty  new  offices  on  the 
northern  district  is  the  principal  cause  of  this 
shortage  of  men  on  the  Omaha,  the  influx  of 
“new  blood’’  in  this  manner  has  reduced  our 
percentage  a trifle,  but  if  all  goes  well,  and  the 
new  ones  live  up  to  the  promises  they  have  been 
making,  it  will  eventually  give  us  an  increased 
membership.  Not  much  has  transpired  along  the 
pike  lately  that  has  come  under  the  notice  of  your 
correspondent.  You  must  remember  that  his  chan- 
nels of  information  are  very  limited,  being  limited 
to  what  you  give  him.  . We  are  pleased  to  note 
that  the  western  end  of  the  main  line  is  almost 
solid.  With  the  exception  of  “XT,"  there  is  an 
array  of  up-to-date  cards  from  that  place  to  “J.” 
The  day  man  at  “XT”  has  been  making  a pro- 
fusion of  promisei  for  the  last  year,  but  it  is 
hard  to  land  him.  Undoubtedly  the  majority  of 
you  have  passed  those  agonizing  moments  at  the 
shore  end  of  a fish  pole,  when,  peering  over  into 
the  clear  water,  you  see  some  finny  denizen  of  the 
deep  playing  around  your  bait.  You  see  the  long 
brown  snout  &s  it  gradually  glides  nearer  to  the 
hook,  nearer  until  it  touches.  Ah!  Surely  he 
took  it  that  time.  But,  no!  Without  any  appar- 
ent reason  there  is  another  slight  movement  of 
the  graceful  tail,  and  two  feet  of  clear  aqua  pure 
intervenes  between  your  hook  and  your  intended 
catch.  So  it  is  with  these  nons.  They  nibble 
and  nibble,  you  think  you  have  them,  but  they 
don’t  come  up  out  of  their,  shall  we  say,  element? 
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We  learn  that  Bro.  Lawler,  at  Menomonie  City, 
nights,  has  received  an  appointment  as  city  mail 
carrier,  and  will  enter  upon  his  new  duties  about 
the  first  of  December.  Sorry  to  have  you  leave 
us,  Ray,  but  are  glad  you  have  secured  a better 
paying  position.  Bro.  Scott,  formerly  o4  War- 
ren, is  now  working  days  at  Kipling.  Bro.  Dor- 
ing,  of  Fairchild,  has  left  the  service,  his  place 
being  taken  by  a Bro.  Howard,  from  Milwaukee. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Olson,  who  is  relieving  the  regular 
man  at  Mondovi,  called  for  a set  of  papers  the 
other  day.  Of  course  he  got  them;  is  probably 
now  filling  them  out. 

Bro.  R.  E.  Shepard,  for  some  time  telegrapher 
at  Tunnel  and  Elroy  yard,  is  now  installed  in 
his  home  town  at  Boardman.  Bro.  Biggar  is 
back  again  at  Merritlan  at  the  old  familiar  place. 
Students  are  growing  scarcer  every  day.  It  must 
be  that  either  “Old  Val”  is  growing  inattentive 
to  business  in  his  old  age,  or  all  the  promising 
ones  are  shipped  south  for  the  benefit  of  the 
“Katy.”  Some  time  ago  the  Janesville  students 
along  the  line  received  a “personal”  letter  from 
their  erstwhile  instructor,  stating  that  there  was 
a shortage  of  telegraphers  on  the  southern  lines, 
and  that  the  M.,  K.  & T.  in  particular  were  pay- 
ing high  wages  for  all  available  men.  There  were 
some  jobs  listed  at  $75,  but  the  letter  stated 
these  were  for  first-class  men.  However,  “there 
were  several  other  offices  open,  where  men  of 
little  experience  could  be  used  and  receive  the 
sum  of  forty-five  per.”  The  students  were  re- 
minded that  this  was  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
them  to  secure  a paying  position.  But  not  a word 
about  the  strike.  These  letters  may  have  had  the 
effect  of  sending  many  students  south,  who  were 
really  ignorant  of  the  conditions  existing  down 
there.  We  trust,  however,  that  those  who  may 

have  gone  there,  went  through  ignorance,  and 

that  the  roll  of  scabs  from  this  pike  is  limited 
to  one. 

I will  have  to  chop  off  now,  and  I hope  that 
next  month  I will  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  scantiness  of  news  items.  Make  our  corner 
one  up  to  date,  and  one  that  will  oe  of  genuine 
interest  to  all  the  boys  along  the  line.  You  may 

do  this  by  sending  in  everything  of  interest  that 

transpires  around  your  station,  or  in  your  terri- 
tory. Div.  Cob. 


A/.  & I.  Division  Notes — 

Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year  to  all 
you  brothers. 

Let  us  make  the  coming  year  as  prosperous,  both 
.for  ourselves  and  the  company,  as  the  past  one 
has  been.  Keep  a hustling.  Line  everybody  up 
that  is  working  on  the  division,  and  let  us  im- 
prove both  our  work  and  our  working  conditions. 

Bro.  Tenny,  L.  C.,  has  made  a trip  covering 
the  entire  division,  and  1 think  that  the  nous  are 
now  few  and  far  between. 

Bro.  Tenny  was  relieved  at  Mountain  Lake, 
days,  by  Bro.  Hwnley.  Bro.  Himley  uses  one  of 
the  new  Yetman  machines,  and  says  there  is  noth- 
ing like  them. 


Bro.  H.  B.  Levering,  of  Windom,  nights,  has 
returned  from  his  farming  trip  up  north,  looking 
as  healthy  and  prosperous  as  ever,  and  his  wrist 
did  not  lose  any  of  its  cunning  on  the  wire  while 
gone,  either. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Radtke,  who  was  relieving  Bro. 
Levering  at  Windom  for  a mdnth  or  more,  enjoyed 
a few  days’  visit  with  his  wife  at  Worthington. 
He  then  went  to  Bingham  Lake,  nights,  which 
job  he  bid  in  as  a steady  thing.  Herman  now 
has  a job  on  his  hands  to  explain  to  both  the 
Worthington  young  lady  and  his  night  partner 
at  Windom  “Central”  why  he  has  thus  behaved. 
Brace  up,  Herman,  you  are  young,  and  will  learn 
a whole  lot  about  different  things  yet  Next  time 
tell  her  your  real  name. 

Bro.  White,  who  was  days  at  Butterfield  so 
long,  has  been  doing  relief  work  on  the  C.  & 
N.  W.  Sorry  to  lose  “GW.” 

The  grasshopper  eats  the  farmer’s  grass 
The  bumble  bee  his  honey. 

Glick  furnishes  us  the  poetry. 

And  Sears-Roebuck  gets  his  money. 

— Shakespike. 

Bro'.  Radtke,  who  was  relieving  at  Windom, 
nights,  for  a month  or  more,  after  leaving  there, 
relieved  at  Lake  Crystal  and  Mankato  a few  nights, 
and  then  took  his  stand  at  Bingham  Lake. 

Mr.  Turnbull,  who  will  by  the  time  this  is  pub- 
lished be  called  Bro.  Turnbull,  was  relieved  at 
Bingham  Lake  by  Bro.  Radtke.  Bro.  Turnbull 
takes  a vacation. 

The  telegraph  bunch  at  Windom  are  still  doing 
duty  in  spite  of  their  hard  foot  ball  game  Thanks- 
giving day. 

Perhaps  the  east  end  boys  would  like  to  learn 
how  to  play  foot  ball  as  well  as  base  ball.  We 
were  going  to  strike  them  for  a game,  but  Hodge 
says  they  are  still  practicing  for  the  annual  game 
of  base  ball  for  next  year.  Div.  Cor. 


Nebraska  Division — 

Your  correspondent  for  this  division  has  been 
somewhat  negligent  of  his  duties  of  late,  but  as 
one  of  the  brothers  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
some  material,  I will  once  more  send  in  a few 
items.  Wc  are  coming  to  the  front  with  about 
six  or  eight  new  members,  who  will  be  instructed 
in  the  secret  work  at  our  next  meeting. 

Several  changes  have  taken  place,  and  we  arc 
glad  to  note  that  the  most  of  them  were  filled 
by  competent  O.  R.  T.  men.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  let  the  good  work  go  on. 

Bro.  Liddane,  of  the  general  committee,  made 
a pleasant  call  on  the  local  chairman  of  this  di- 
vision, Bro.  Learner,  recently;  also  called  on  your 
correspondent. 

Bro.  Barge  relieved  Bro.  Thomas  at  Herman, 
whde  the  latter  was  taking  unto  himself  a better 
half.  Congratulations,  “RA.“ 

Bro.  Ringquist  relieved  Bro.  Stull,  at  .Oakland, 
who  had  to  undergo  an  operation  at  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital,  Omaha,  for  a bruised  nerve  in  his  chest. 
Bro.  Thompson,  of  Bloomfield,  relieved  Ring- 
quist, and  Bro.  Walton,  of  Calhoun,  extra  man, 
going  to  Bloomfield. 
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Bro.  Hedges,  of  South  Sioux  City,  was  laid  up 
for  about  a week  with  a bad  case  of  erysipelas 
in  his  face.  Glad  to  know  he  is  O.  K.  now.  Bro. 
Wright,  of  Bancroft,  handled  affairs  while  he 
was  absent,  and  Mr.  Hamblin,  a prospective  mem- 
ber, taking  the  key  at  Bancroft. 

Bro.  Barge  has  bid  in  the  vacancy  at  Norfolk. 

Bro.  H.  C.  Peterson  transferred  from  Magnet 
to  Laurel,  and  Bro.  Wise  from  Nacora  to  Magnet. 
Mr.  Heyer  appointed  agent  at  Nacora. 

Bro.  Kroneman  resigned  agency  at  Dakota  City 
to  enter  upon  the  study  for  the  ministry,  and  is 
now  located  at  Northwestern  University,  Evans- 
ton, 111.  Success  to  you,  Albert.  Bro.  Pranger 
assumed  control  at  Dakota  City. 

Bro.  Schrumpf,  at  Winside,  hied  himself  to  his 
old  home  near  St.  Louis,  last  month,  and  took 
unto  himself  that  very  necessary  article,  a wife. 
Of  course  he  visited  the  big  fair.  Bro.  Crouch  re- 
lieved him. 

We  understand  Bro.  Harper,  in  dispatcher’s 
office,  nights,  has  resigned  to  take  effect  the  15th 
of  December,  to  take  advantage  of  a position  in 
the  First  National  Bank  at  Prosser,  Wn.,  the  home 
of  his  parents.  Glad  he  has  something  better  in 
view,  but  always  sorry  to  have  good  men  leave 
the  road.  Good  luck  to  you,  Carl. 

Mr.  D.  G.  Crinklaw  has  bid  in  night  job  at 
Coburn.  He  has  his  papers  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  so  will  soon  be  in  the  swim.  He 
couldn’t  work  with  “MO”  in  same  office,  and  not 
get  in  line. 

Bro.  Crouch,  agent  Coburn,  did  a few  relieving 
stunts  in  September  and  October  at  North  Yard 
and  Winside,  but  has  now  resumed  his  former 
occupation  of  keeping  the  bums  in  line  along  the 
track,  and  watching  the  farmers  shuck  corn.  Bro. 
Mason,  from  some  foreign  road,  relieved  him,  but 
has  now  accepted  a position  in  the  Milwaukee 
freight  depot  at  Sioux  City. 

Bro.  Wassum  transferred  from  Thurston  to 
Carroll.  Bro.  Bubb  appointed  agent  at  Thurston. 
Bro.  Berridge  transferred  from  Carroll  to  Pender, 
Bro.  Gibson  resigning  to  accept  clerkship  with  the 
Illinois  Central. 

Wishing  you  all  a Merry  Xmas  and  a Happy 
New  Year.  Div.  Cor. 


Mauch  Chunk  Division,  No.  73. 

Bro.  Jerry  N.  Weiler,  the  well-known  labor 
leader,  fell  dead  of  heart  trouble  at  his  home  at 
Fist  Mauch  Chunk.  He  was  born  in  Lehigh 
County  forty-three  years  ago,  and  served  as 
telegraph  operator  on  the  Central  Railroad  of 
New  Jersey  since  a boy  until  this  summer,  when 
he  was  appointed  car  distributer  to  the  coal  col- 
leries  on  line  of  the  Central. 

Bro.  Weiler  represented  Carbon  in  the  legisla- 
ture in  1896.  when  he  introduced  the  Weiler  law, 
making  it  a misdemeanor  to  refuse  employment 
to  anyone  because  of  belonging  to  a labor  organi- 
zation. The  act  was  afterward  declared  uncon- 
stitutional. Bro.  Weiler  was  the  secretary  of  the 
Federated  Brotherhood  of  Railw'ay  Employes  of 
this  State  from  189a  to  1902.  During  his  incum- 
bency of  this  office  he  attended  each  session  of 


the  legislature  at  Harrisburg  in  the  interest  of 
labor  bills. 

Bro.  Weiler  was  for  many  years  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  Division  No.  73,  and  his  untimely 
death  is  a source  of  profound  regret  among  the 
entire  fraternity.  Div.  Cor. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  call  from  our  midst  our  brother,  J.  N. 
Weiler,  an  esteemed  and  worthy  member  of 
Mauch  Chunk  Division,  No.  73,  O.  R.  T.;  and 
Whereas,  We  know  that  our  late  deceased 
brother  was  a man  of  manly  principles  and  ster- 
ling character,  and  of  which  all  of  us  who  knew 
him  so  well  learned  to  admire.  But  remember- 
ing also  that  we  must  submit  at  all  times  to  the 
will  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  doeth  all  things 
wisely  and  for  the  best,  no  matter  how  hard  the 
cross  seems  to  them  that  are  left  to  mourn;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  members  of  Mauch  Chunk 
Division,  No.  73,  O,  R.  T.,  tender  to  our  late 
deceased  brother’s  family  our  sincere  sympathy 
and  condolence,  and  humbly  recommend  them  to 
the  care  of  the  omnipotent  and  merciful  God  for 
grace  and  consolation  to  accept  with  Christian  for- 
bearance this  sad  affliction;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  our  late  deceased  brother’s  family,  a copy 
sent  to  The  Railroad  Telegrapher  for  publics 
tion,  a copy  be  placed  on  the  minute  book  of  our 
division,  and  out  of  respect  for  our  late  brother 
our  charter  be  draped  for  a period  of  sixty  days. 

Frank  J.  Boyle, 

John  F.  Boyle, 

James  J.  Boyle, 

Wm.  M.  Butler. 

Committee. 


P.,  Ft  W.  & C.  Railway. 

It  has  been  some  time  since  we  saw  a write-up 
in  our  journal  from  this  division.  I wish  to 
thank  the  members  that  have  contributed  names 
of  nons  in  answer  to  my  request  in  journal  of  last 
month.  Those  of  you  who  have  not  complied 
with  request  will  help  yourself,  and  in  fact,  the 
whole  fraternity  by  at  once  sending  me  names 
of  all  nons  on  the  Pennsylvania  lines  west  of 
Poughkeepsie. 

It  will  probably  be  gratifying  to  each  to  know 
that  on  date  of  this  article  I have  two  new  ap- 
plications upon  my  desk,  and  it  is  evident  that 
Division  36  is  growing  every  month.  You  can 
help  out  a great  deal  also  by  paying  dues  promptly. 
Remember  that  your  dues  for  next  period  of  six 
months  is  now  due,  and  we  want  all  to  keep  up 
to  date.  You  fellows  on  west  end  of  P.,  Ft.  W.  4 
C.  have  had  your  work  increased  since  block 
system  went  into  effect.  Where  is  your  increase 
in  pay?  We  hope  in  the  near  future  to  get  he 
fore  the  management  and  mention  that  fact.  So 
if  you  want  to  be  represented  you  should  hold 
an  up-to-date  card.  It  is  your  duty  as  a member 
of  Division  36  to  see  that  every  name  and  correct 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher, 


1615 


address  of  nons  on  Division  36  be  forwarded  to 
your  secretary  at  once  in  order  to  help  organize 
the  division  more  thoroughly.  Also  please  let  me 
know  of  all  members  of  other  divisions  working 
on  these  lines  so  I can  have  them  transferred. 

J.  S.  Grant, 

G.  S.  & T.,  Div.  36. 


Understand  Bro.  Yowell,  “HS,”  is  to  leave 
us  soon.  Sorry  to  see  you  leave,  “Browny,”  but 
good  luck  to  you. 

Here’s  success  to  our  “Katy”  brothers.  Long 
live  the  O.  R.  T. 

With  “73”  to  all,  I will  cut  it  out.  Next. 

Cert.  446. 


Norfolk  & Southern  Railway. 

My  items  for  November  issue  did  not  appear, 
owing,  I presume,  to  not  having  reached  Bro. 
Quick  in  time  for  publication. 

A special  effort  is  being  made  to  get  every  non 
on  the  line  to  send  in  his  application  by  January 
1,  so  that  we  can  commence  the  new  year  a solid 
O.  R.  T.  system. 

We  have  issued  a circular  asking  all  nons  to 
join  and  all  members  to  keep  up  to  date,  ending 
up  with  the  true  and  tried  maxim,  “United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall.”  The  circulars  have  al- 
ready elicited  some  replies,  who  say  they  will  be 
with  us  by  January  1 sure.  May  that  date  dawn 
upon  the  “Little  Nugget”  as  a solid  O.  R.  T. 
road,  with  its  telegraph  employes  enjoying  the 
benefits  of  a fair  schedule. 

The  general  manager  has  returned,  and  your 
correspondent,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  wrote 
him  regarding  the  schedule  which  was  submitted 
on  August  10,  and  received  the  reply  that  same 
would  be  taken  up  as  soon  as  reached.  I am  in 
receipt  of  information  that  he  has  it  under  con- 
sideration at  this  writing,  and  ere  this  is  read* 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  will  be 
reaping  the  just  reward  of  our  labors.  So  to  you 
who  are  becoming  impatient,  I say  take  fresh 
courage,  and  be  patient. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note  the  promotion 
of  our  former  train  dispatcher,  Mr.  W.  B.  Keys, 
to  assistant  to  the  general  manager.  It  is  hoped 
and  believed  that  in  him  the  fraternity  has  a 
staunch  friend.  We  hope  to  enjoy  some  benefits 
and  privileges  through  his  influence. 

Wishing  all  a Merry  Xmas  and  a Happy  New 
Year.  Div.  Cor. 


C.,  I.  & St.  L.  Railway. 

What  is  wrong,  boys?  So  few  O.  R.  T.  men 
on  this  line.  Wake  up  and  see  that  the  nons  all 
carry  an  up-to-date  card,  and  wear  the  wreath 
and  sounder. 

Notice  to  Nons — File  your  application  at  once, 
and  obtain  the  sacred  name  of  brother.  It  will 
make  you  feel  better. 

The  boys  are  rejoicing.  Overtime  is  being  al- 
lowed, but  it  is  only  15  cents  per  hour. 

Mr.  Mcssick,  “SI,”  has  promised  to  become 
a worthy  member  of  the  Order. 

Bro.  Cook  has  resigned  at  “WO.”  Sorry  to  see 
you  go,  “CK,”  but  here’s  to  your  luck. 

Bro.  Hendricks  returned  to  “JA,”  after  spend- 
ing a vacation  of  two  weeks. 

Bro.  Uhrich  relieved  Bro.  Hendricks. 

Bro.  Uhrich  has  been  transferred  from  “JA” 
to  “CP.” 


Joint  Meetings  at  Seattle. 

I spent  a few  hours  with  Chairman  Brown,  of 
Division  54,  and  he  agrees  with  me  that  it  will 
be  well  to  arrange  alternate  monthly  meetings 
in  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  making  meetings  1st  and 
15th,  Seattle  1st  and  Tacoma  15th  each  month. 
Being  joint  meetings  of  both  the  O.  R.  T.  and 
C.  T.  U.  A.  Members  and  their  wives  and  sweet- 
hearts for  social  and  mutual  benefit.  Members 
can  go  into  short  executive  session  for  any  private 
business.  If  no  objection  to  this,  publish  now, 
and  will  advise  later  places  of  meetings. 

. Cert.  1483,  Div.  54. 


S.  P.,  L.  A.  & S.  L.  Ry. 

Los  Angeles  District — 

A number  of  changes  have  taken  place  since 
the  last  issue  of  our  noble  journal.  Walnut  and 
Stalder  were  both  closed  a few  weeks  ago.  A 
number  of  changes  have  also  occurred  at  the 
Beach  points,  of  which  I am  not  overly  familiar. 

Bro.  R.  P.  Paden,  of  Rowland,  and  Bro.  F.  E. 
Link,  of  Pico,  were  in  Los  Angeles  doing  the 
Rockefeller  act,  a few  weeks  ago,  in  the  way  of 
buying  up  the  town.  A five  minutes’  delay  was 
reported  on  November  12  at  each  of  these  points, 
on  account  of  these  brothers  unloading  their  pur- 
chases. Bro.  W.  H.  Hiller,  of  Ontaria,  was  seen 
getting  off  No.  9 at  Los  Angeles  a few  nights  ago. 
Harry  was  quickly  surrounded  by  a group  of  the 
fair  sex,  and  it  is  rumored  that  Bro.  G.  E.  Badgley 
was  not  far  distant  about  this  time.  The  train- 
men report  that  Harry  visits  Los  Angeles  quite 
frecfuently.  I wonder  why? 

Bro.  W.  D.  McGee,  of  Hobart,  can  be  seen 
crossing  the  fields  most  any  morning  about  3:30 
in  his  night  robe  to  let  No.  153  through  the  in- 
terlocking. The  trainmen  say  he  has  a very  ghost- 
ly appearance.  This  no  doubt  accounts  for  the 
great  number  of  kodaks  recently  purchased  by 
the  residents  of  Hobart.  According  to  the  latest 
reports,  Bro.  C.  I.  Cunningham,  of  Clear- 
water, is  still  gunning  for  nons.  Bro.  F.  M.  Fink- 
binc,  of  Hynes,  is  as  active  as  usual  as  far  as 
slowing  up  trains  for  the  board.  Fink  says  they 
don’t  “vistle.” 

Bro.  N.  E.  Williams  is  still  holding  down  Dag- 
gett yards.  Nick  says  its  just  like  getting  money 
from  home. 

Bro.  Joe  Wassenburger  is  also  in  the  vicinity 
of  Daggett,  but  is  working  in  the  train  service. 
I sincerely  hope  all  members  on  this  pike  remem- 
bered the  gallant  struggle  put  up  by  the  “Katy” 
boys,  and  remitted  their  strike  assessment  prompt- 
ly. I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  point  out  the 
many  advantages  we  may  expect  to  receive  in  the 
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future  by  supporting  these  loyal  members  in  their 
gallant  struggle  against  ufnappreciating  officials 
who  aim  to  keep  the  telegraphers  of  the  country 
on  the  level  of  a slave. 

I will  now  cut  out,  and  work  towards  the  com- 
pany’s interests  as  well  as  the  interests  of  our 
noble  Order.  Weary  Willie. 


The  Santa  Fe. 

Am  glad  to  say  that  I have  the  pleasure  of  be- 
longing to  the  noble  Order,  though  this  is  my 
first  attempt  to  write  anything,  but  seeing  how 
things  are  on  the  Santa  Fe  it  makes  me  want  to 
tell  some  of  the  boys  how  they  are.  We  all  realize 
that  the  Santa  Fe  is  fighting  us  as  much  as 
possible,  and  they  will  continue  to  do  so  until 
they  have  signed  a schedule  for  the  telegraphers. 

A man  has  no  more  rights  over  here  than  a 
section  man.  If  the  company  wants  you  to  do 
this  and  that  whether  consistent  or  not;  you  have 
either  to  do  it  or  get  out. 

\Tow  the  thing  to  do  is  to  have  two  or  three 
good  organizers  go  over  the  system  and  organize 
the  boys,  and  every  brother  do  his  best  to  get  new 
members,  and  all  push  forward  together,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  we  will  see  what  the  result 
will  be. 

It  would  not  be  necessary  to  ask  for  increase 
in  pay  at  first,  but  ask  for  regulation;  then  after- 
wards ask  for  the  increase  in  salaries.  Now  this 
is  much  easier  said  than  done,  but  if  every  one 
will  get  down  to  it,  and  all  push  forward  together, 
the  result  will  show  the  power  of  the  brothers. 

Cert.  181. 


Hocking  Valley  Railway. 

1 think  by  an  extra  effort  on  our  part,  or  rather 
on  the  part  of  the  O.  R.  T.  boys,  we  could  make 
the  south  end  of  this  pike  solid  O.  R.  T.  I can 
not  see  any  good  reason  why  we  should  not.  I 
think  the  company  by  tying  the  can  to  a few  of 
the  aggressive  workers  has  scared  the  older  teleg- 
raphers more  so  than  the  younger  class,  at  least 
that  has  been  my  experience  with  the  nons.  Hav- 
ing talked  to  several  of  the  older  men,  they  all 
admit  that  the  O.  R.  T.  is  a great  thing,  and  that 
we  are  not  being  paid  what  we  justly  earn,  but 
they  set  up  the  cry  that  we  will  never  get  or- 
ganized. I wish  to  say  that  I think  this  is  a very 
poor  argument  to  put  up.  However,  they  all  ex- 
press their  willingness  to  come  into  the  Order 
when  we  can  show  that  we  have  a good  percentage 
of  the  telegraphers.  How  in  the  world  would  any 
organization  ever  get  organized  if  every  one  was 
to  wait  to  see  the  Order  in  running  order  before 
they  came  it?  I am  greatly  pleased  with  the 
brother's  article  on  page  1287  of  the  October 
join  nal  relative  to  carrying  the  U.  S.  mail.  I am 
unlucky  enough  to  be  an  agent,  and  sometimes 
there  is  a dray  load  of  it,  and  I tell  you  it  makes 
a man  feci  as  if  he  has  no  more  job  than  a rabbit. 
The  O.  R.  T.  has  certainly  been  gaining  ground  on 
this  pike.  Am  glad  to  say  that  I do  not  know  of 
1 single  student.  Think  it  a very  good  idea  if  the 


members  of  this  grand  Order  would  arrange  a 
meeting  place,  and  discuss  the  matter  of  going 
after  the  nons.  Here’s  hoping  that  the  M.  EL  & T. 
boys  win  out,  also  the  St.  Louis  Terminal.  They 
certainly  have  the  sticktoitiveness  which  will  al- 
ways win.  Cert.  2880. 


Chicago,  Great  Western  Railway. 

We  will  have  to  agree  with  Bro.  142  in  his 
article  in  the  November  number  of  The  Telegra- 
pher, in  which  he  states  that  most  of  our  mem- 
bers are  very  unconcerned  and  indifferent  as  re- 
gards the  success  of  the  O.  R.  T.  on  our  division. 
Now,  as  our  sins  have  found  us  out,  let  us  be  up 
and  doing.  Keep  the  nons  guessing,  and  make 
life  miserable  for  them.  They  will  come  in  with 
a little  persuasion  on  our  part.  Then  the  poor 
station  agent  who  keeps  two  helpers.  If  we 
can  only  get  him  it  will  do  away  with  the  worst 
ham  factory  we  have.  The  O.  R.  T.  is  just  what 
we  make  it,  and  if  we  intend  to  keep  in  line  with 
other  divisions,  and  secure  what  is  rightfully  ours, 
we  must  be  up  and  doing. 

This  article  by  Bro.  14a  woke  me  up  out  of  a 
sound  sleep,  and  I hope  it  has  done  the  same 
for  all  of  you.  If  Bro.  Quick  does  not  pass  this 
up  may  come  again.  Let  us  hear  from  some 
more  of  you.  Cert.  387. 


Atlantic  Coast  Line. 

Montgomery  District — 

In  looking  over  the  November  Telegrapher 
I am  glad  to  say  that  I notice  several  articles 
from  the  boys  on  the  A.  C L.  In  fact,  an  article 
from  almost  every  district  I have  read  with  much 
pleasure  all  of  these,  and  judge  that  everything 
is  working  all  right  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line. 

I am  glad  that  the  brothers  write  up  their  dis- 
tricts. Am  certain  each  write-up  was  read  with 
pleasure  by  many  members.  In  fact,  most  all 
of  them;  and  it  shows  up  well  to  have  a nice 
mention  from  each  district  in  The  Telegrapher 
each  month.  It  shows  that  we  are  not  dead,  and 
that  we  are  still  on  the  globe.  Remember  January 
1 is  not  far  off,  and  we  must  all  have  a new 
card  on  that  date  in  order  to  be  in  the  ring,  and 
I suppose  that  you  all  know  what  it  will  take  to 
secure  one;  if  not  will  tell  you.  They  will  set 
you  back  $3.50  each,  and  I hope  that  each  brother 
will  be  prompt  in  sending  this  amount  to  Bro. 
O’Donald  at  High  Springs,  Fla.  You  should  at- 
tend to  this  matter  as  early  as  possible,  for  the 
quicker  you  remit  the  $3.50  the  quicker  you  will 
receive  your  card,  pass  word,  etc.,  etc.  We  all 
should  have  new  cards  not  later  than  January  1, 
1905,  and  in  order  to  get  them  by  or  before  that 
date,  we  will  have  to  forward  $3.50  to  Bro. 
O’ Donald  before  that  date.  It  takes  several  da>s 
after  he  receives  the  money  for  him  to  have  card 
sent  you  as  they  have  to  come  from  the  general 
office  at  St.  Louis,  so  I hope  each  and  every  mem- 
ber will  be  prompt  in  sending  in  his  remittance  so 
that  Bro.  O’Donald  will  not  have  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  matter.  You  know  it  is  due,  and 
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know  the  amount,  and  why  not  pay  it  now  and 
save  time  and  trouble? 

Remember  that  we  have  meetings,  every  second 
Sunday  at  Waycross,  and  are  always  glad  to  have 
as  many  present  as  possible.  Come  along,  and 
bring  some  of  your  neighbor  nons  along  with  you. 
We  need  their  help,  and  am  certain  they  need 
ours. 

Wishing  each  and  every  member  of  the  Order 
a Merry  Xmas  and  a Happy  New  Year. 

Weary  Willie. 


Savannah  District — 

1 notice  that  the  majority  of  the  members  on 
this  district  are  willing,  and  some  even  anxious, 
to  double  at  the  regular  daily  rate  of  pay  instead 
of  claiming  overtime  for  their  services.  I know 
of  several  instances  where  the  dispatcher  was  hunt- 
ing someone  to  double  some  of  the  boys  would 
offer  to  do  so.  We  have  a schedule  with  the  com- 
pany, and  why  not  live  up  to  it?  Unless  all  the 
members  live  up  to  the  schedule  it  makes  it  hard 
for  those  who  do  as  we  have  to  take  the  matter 
up  with  our  general  chairman,  and  he  in  turn 
with  the  general  manager  of  the  road. 

I have  been  corresponding  with  our  general 
chairman  on  the  above  subject,  and  find  that  he 
would  like  to  drop  the  boys  a circular  on  the 
subject  if  they  will  give  him  their  address.  I for 
one  have  done  so,  and  expect  to  send  the  address 
of  all  whom  I can  secure.  Do  the  above  promptly, 
boys,  and  maybe  you  will  become  acquainted  with 
your  wife  and  children,  and  little  sister  will  not 
run  from  you  again  thinking  you  a stranger;  or, 
if  you  have  no  family,  maybe  you  can  pave  the 
way  for  one  by  being  a manly  man. 

Cert.  462. 


Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Fifth  Division — 

The  boys  have  been  changing  around  some,  and 
we  do  not  know  exactly  how  they  stand,  but  do 
know  they  have  all  got  up-to-date  cards,  and  are 
loyal  to  the  grand  old  O.  R.  T.,  no  matter  where 
they  are,  and  that  is  enough. 

We  have  a new  man  at  Pembroke  now.  Don’t 
know  his  name,  but  understand  he  wears  the 
button. 

Also  a new  man  at  Groveland.  Won’t  some 
brother  inquire  into  his  standing?  We  are  confi- 
dent he  has  his  card,  but  in  case  he  is  in  the 
dark,  call  on  local  chairman  and  supply  him  with 
blanks. 

Bro.  Griffin,  at  Claxton,  has  been  contemplating 
a change,  but  think  he  ha9  decided  to  remain. 

Bro.  Morris,  formerly  of  Helena,  has  accepted 
Rochelle  agency.  He  is  a good  roan,  and  a 
staunch  O.  R.  T.  member. 

Wc  understand  Bro.  Southurn,  formerly  of 
Helena,  is  now  employed  on  the  Fourth  Division. 

Bro.  Pender,  of  Collins,  is  in  Portsmouth  visit- 
ing his  sick  wife.  We  trust  her  illness  is  not 
serious. 

Bro.  Harris  has  resigned  Vidalia  agency,  being 
relieved  by  Bro.  Murray. 


Bro.  Smith,  of  Hogan,  has  been  out  several 
days  account  sickness  in  his  family. 

Bro.  Littlejohn,  of  Hunsington,  has  resigned, 
and  will  probably  locate  on  the  east  end. 

Bro.  W.  F.  Smith,  formerly  of  Rochelle,  has 
been  appointed  relief  , agent,  which  position  we 
are  satisfied  Bro.  Smith  will  fill  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all. 

Bro.  Sellers,  of  Americus,  has  been  confined  to 
his  bed  with  fever  for  some  time,  but  we  are 
glad  to  know  he  is  fast  recuperating. 

Bro  Dinkle,  formerly  of  dispatcher’s  office, 
Savannah,  has  resigned  that  position  to  accept  a 
more  lucrative  one  with  the  W.  U.  Telegraph 
Company. 

The  switch  lamps  have  been  turned  over  to 
section  foremen,  agents  being  entirely  relieved 
of  them.  This  is  a great  help,  and  alone  is  worth 
double  the  annual  dues  to  be  paid  in  the  O.  R.  T. 
Seems  that  the  few  nons  scattered  over  the  lipe 
after  seeing  what  we  done  for  them  could  not  be 
held  out.  Come  ahead  with  some  of  that  over- 
time, and  salary  raise,  and  join  in  with  us.  We 
can’t  do  you  any  harm,  and  will  likely  do  you  a 
little  good.  Call  on  the  local  chairman,  assistant 
chairman  or  secretary  for  application  blanks. 

Everything  seems  to  be  moving  smoothly  on  the 
old  fifth  now.  Let  us  get  down  to  business,  look 
after  the  company’s  interest  the  same  as  if  it  were 
your  own,  give  good  service,  thereby  helping  our 
employer,  ourselves  and  our  Order.  Cert.  24. 


First  Division — 

Our  regular  meeting  held  at  Norlina  on  the 
second  Saturday  night  in  October,  while  not  so 
well  attended  as  some  of  our  meetings  have  been, 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Everyone  seemed  to  be  in 
earnest.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read 
and  approved.  Bros.  Cummings  and  W.  R. 
Vaughan  favored  us  with  talks  which  were  to  the 
point,  and  much  enjoyed. 

Bro.  Vaughan  reported  initiating  Bro.  Reid,* of 
Vittrell,  into  the  fold.  “JS,”  you  have  been  hard 
to  move;  hope  you  will  make  as  good  a “sticker” 
now  you  are  in.  It  was  decided  to  hold  our  meet- 
ings monthly  instead  of  every  two  months  as  here- 
tofore. This  will  give  all  a chance  to  come  out 
at  least  once  in  two  months,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  can’t  do  this.  Your  correspondent 
regrets  he  had  to  leave  before  the  last  meeting 
adjourned  in  order  to  catch  a train  home. 

I was  ignorant  of  my  election  to  fill  the  place  of 
division  correspondent  until  a few  days  later.  I 
appreciate  the  compliment,  and  will  try  to  merit 
the  confidence  you  place  in  me  by  writing  up  the 
division  monthly. 

It  is  a source  of  deep  regret  to  me  to  see  the 
attendance  at  our  meetings  so  small.  Brothers, 
why  do  you  allow  this  to  be? 

Are  a few  hours’  sleep  more  to  you  than  the 
advancement  of  our  noble  Order?  How  many  of 
you  have  paid  your  fines?  Remember  you  voted 
to  be  fined  in  case  you  absented  yourself.  Now 
live  uo  to  what  you  voted  for. 

I notice  Bro.  Joyner  has  resigned.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  member  and  a good  worker.  We  are 
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sorry  to  lose  you,  “WA,”  but  hope  it  is  for  a 
better  position.  Probably  you  have  decided  to 
take  on  a better  half  and  go  farming. 

I will  cut  out  and  leave  space  for  more  able 
writers.  Div.  Coa. 

Sixth  Division — 

In  reading  last  month's  journal  I notice  all  the 
boys  on  other  roads  and  on  other  divisions  of 
this  road,  have  meetings  monthly.  When  did  we 
have  a meeting  on  the  sixth  division?  Never  that 
I know  of.  I am  ashamed  to  say  it,  but  I have 
been  with  you  eighteen  months,  and  have  never 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a meeting  yet. 
Why  not  have  a meeting  once  a month  in  Ocala, 
on  Sundays.  We  should  be  able  to  get  a good 
crowd  there  on  Sundays  as  the  men  from  the 
north  could  go  down  on  train  43  and  return  on 
train  34,  while  the  boys  from  the  south  could 
come  in  on  66  and  return  on  31.  Let’s  hear 
from  you  in  regard  to  this,  boys.  We  could  dis- 
cuss our  views  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  our 
Order.  Brothers,  let  us  get  together  and  make 
it  hot  for  the  nons  on  this  division.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  lagging  behind  over  here.  How 
about  it?  Are  you  doing  all  you  can  to  help 
the  noble  Order  along?  How  many  nons  have 
you  talked  to  and  tried  to  persuade  to  join  our 
noble  Order  within  the  last  two  weeks?  Do  you 
ever  ask  a man  for  his  card  when  he  asks  a favor 
of  you?  Let’s  make  it  a rule  “No  card  no  favors” 
in  the  future.  I always  ask  a man  for  his  card. 
Boys,  I am  writing  this  to  get  you  interested  in 
the  sixth  division,  and  let  you  know  that  all  the 
brothers  are  not  asleep.  Suppose  we  elect  a di- 
vision correspondent.  If  you  wish  to  do  that, 
name  some  man  as  your  choice,  and  we  will  get  up 
a ballot  and  elect  a correspondent.  Of  course, 
we  all  like  to  see  our  division  represented  in  the 
journal  each  month,  but  have  you  noticed  it  is 
seldom  done?  We  will  get  up  a few  items  for 
next  month,  and  after  that  would  be  glad  to  have 
each  one  of  you  brothers  send  in  a few  local 
items  to  add  to  our  list,  and  perhaps  by  working 
together  we  can  get  a write-up  each  month. 

Now  as  to  a few  local  changes: 

We  are  sorry  to  see  Guy  Groves  leave  first 
trick,  but  we  have  an  all  around  man  there  now. 
“MS,”  is  all  right,  and  puts  the  boys  to  work. 

The  change  on  first  trick  puts  our  friend  “HC” 
on  second  trick.  Every  telegrapher  from  Tampa 
to  Jacksonville  speaks  a -good  word  for  Smith. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Bro.  Williams  back  with  us 
again.  Dave  always  has  a pleasant  smile  for  a 
man  with  a card.  Understand  he  had  a nice  trip 
in  Tennessee. 

“FS,”  who  relieved  “DE”  at  “RN,”  is  back 
at  his  old  stand  "SY.” 

"NA”  at  "UK”  is  a fine  man.  Would  like  to 
see  him  working  ”JA,”  or  some  good  place  like 
that.  * 

We  still  see  the  smiling  face  of  Bro.  “P,”  at 
Waldo.  “P”  always  carries  an  up-to-date  card. 
Understand  the  night  man  is  a non.  That’s  too 
bad. 


Understand  Bro.  Hogan,  from  Manatee,  is  to 
have  a vacation  some  time  soon.  All  the  boys 
like  ”M  ’ 

We  saw  the  smiling  face  of  Bro.  “H”  from 
"SA”  in  our  midst  last  week.  Glad  to  sec  you, 
"H.”  Come  again. 

How  was  the  carnival,  boys?  Account  being 
in  the  hands  of  receivers  I failed  to  see  the  fun. 

Hogan,  night  man  at  Ocala,  is  on  the  sick  lisL 
Hope  to  see  him  around  soon. 

Understand  the  man  at  Ellenton  is  expecting 
a new  card.  That  is  good  news.  We  are  always 
glad  to  see  a new  card  on  that  division. 

Man  at  “W”  has  his  application  in  too.  Nons 
are  getting  scarce  up  this  way  now.  Make  it  hot 
for  them,  boys.  Man  at  Alachua  says  he  ap- 
preciates the  raise  the  dear  brothers  give  him,  but 
he  can’t  stand  the  price.  Poor  excuse,  seems  to 
me. 

Boys,  I hope  to  ^ee  something  in  the  journal 
from  this  division  next  month,  but  will  depend  on 
you  to  get  it  up.  This  is  short,  but  perhaps  next 
month’s  write-up  will  make  up  for  it. 

Cert.  393. 


Bangor  & Aroostook  Railway. 

What  is  the  matter  with  the  O.  R.  T.  on  the 
B.  & A.  since  last  writing?  There  certainly  ap- 
pears to  have  been  something  doing,  and  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  between  fifteen  and 
twenty  applications  have  been  received  during  the 
lust  two  months,  and  most  of  them  from  those 
who  have  hitherto  refused  to  join  us  for  various 
reasons,  one  of  which  was,  that  they  did  not  be- 
lieve  the  Order  would  ever  amount  to  anything 
on  this  road,  but  we  are  glad  that  they  have  at 
last  dispelled  that  idea,  and  trust  that  future 
developments  will  be  of  such  a nature  aa  to 
demonstrate  that  they  have  not  taken  a wrong 
step.  Might  also  add  that  of  the  number  received 
up  to  November  1,  six  were  from  the  Greenville 
branch,  which  fact  alone  is  very  gratifying,  and 
we  hope  the  remainder  will  see  the  folly  of  their 
ways  and  come  into  the  fold. 

Have  heard  a number  of  strange  hands  on  the 
wire  of  late,  which  seem  to  be  in  a very  early 
stage  of  development.  Cut  it  out  once  and  for  all. 
While  I know  it  is  impossible  to  be  at  the  wire 
all  the  time,  I do  not  think  that  the  telegraphing 
should  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a beginner, 
who  is  hired  in  most  of  cases  as  an  assistant 

I “13”  work  has  been  started  on  a survey  of 
an  extension  of  this  road  from  Lagrange  down 
to  Stockton  Springs  on  the  coast.  By  the  build- 
ing of  this  line  the  company  has  hit  the  nail  on 
the  head,  as  they  will  then  have  a seaport  the 
year  round,  and  will  be  in  a position  to  success- 
fully transport  and  store  the  immense  amount  of 
freight,  which  is  yearly  increasing  in  Northern 
Maine,  of  which  the  potato  crop  forms  a large 
factor.  We  wish  the  company  the  best  of  luck 
in  their  new  venture,  and  hope  to  see  the  day 
when  the  B.  & A.  will  be  the  road  in  Maine. 

A word  as  to  the  changes.  Broa.  Fox  and 
Sherburne  recently  enjoyed  a vacation  lasting  a 
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couple  of  weeks,  and  signs  indicate  that  it  was 
beneficial  in  other  ways  than  to  their  health  only. 
They  were  relieved  by  Bros.  A.  M.  McNair  and 
H.  A.  Tompkins  respectively. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Gerrish,  at  “DX,”  is  on  his  vaca- 
tion, understand  he  spent  part  of  it  hunting. 
What  luck,  “G”? 

Bros.  Calhoun  and  Davenport  were  in  Bangor 
recently.  They  thoroughly  inspected  the  office 
where  the  “31V’  originate  from. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Walsh,  at  “WG,”  has  returned  from 
a vacation  spent  at  his  home  in  N.  B. 

Since  last  writing  Bro.  McKay,  at  Houlton,  has 
resigned  his  position  to  accept  one  with  the  N.  Y. 
C.  By  his  action  the  company  has  lost  one  of 
its  most  faithful  and  competent  employes,  and 
although  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Order  for  a 
short  time,  we  have  reason  to  believe  him  true 
blue.  We  all  join  in  wishing  you  success  in 
your  new  position,  “K,”  and  hope  some  day  that 
you  may  wander  back  again. 

Bro.  Stewart  is  relieving  at  Milo  for  a few 
days,  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Drake 
the  agent. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Whitmore  has  returned  from  a visit 
to  the  World’s  Fair,  St.  Louis,  and  has  much  to 
tell  of  what  he  saw.  _ But  there  is  one  thing  that 
he  did  not  do,  and  that  was  to  scab  on  the  “Katy.” 
What  were  the  inducements,  “J”? 

Bro.  Goddard  is  relieving  at  “GX,”  until  a 
permanent  man  is  placed  there,  the  agent  having 
resigned. 

I “13”  Bro.  Estcy  has  been  doing  spme  execu- 
tion among  the  game  on  the  Ashland  Branch. 
Leave  some  for  next  year,  "RW.” 

Bro.  Tapley  reports  having  had  a good  time 
while  on  his  vacation. 

Bro.  Decker,  agent  at  "FN,”  is  holding  down 
*‘RH,”  nights,  for  awhile,  the  regular  man  hav- 
ing resigned. 

Bro.  Tinker  was  up  the  line  a short  time  ago. 
He  carried  a gun,  but  have  not  yet  heard  of  any 
serious  results. 

Bro.  Cutler  recently  spent  a very  enjoyable 
vacation  in  Boston,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Cutler. 

Am  able  to  report  the  arrival  of  a bouncing 
O.  R.  T.  boy  to  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Crozier,  of  Nor- 
cross.  Congratulations,  and  don’t  forget  to  train 
him  in  the  way  he  should  go.  I might  add  that 
this,  should  have  been  reported  in  last  issue,  but 
I was  not  lucky  enough  to  hear  the  good  news 
in  time. 

Bro.  Dyer,  at  "SG,”  recently  spent  Sunday  in 
.Bangor.  Methinks  there  must  be  some  attraction, 
but  we  are  mum,  “W.” 

Understand  Bro.  Marshall  is  being  kept  pretty 
busy  these  days  owing  to  the  approach  of  winter, 
and  consequently  an  increase  in  business  at  that 
point.  You  are  good  for  it,  “A.” 

Relief  Agent  Bro.  Crawford  is  at  “CJ.”  Hope 
you  land  “SJ”  old  man,  and  don’t  forget  to  land 
him  good  and  hard;  also  rub  into  some  more  of 
those  nons  up  that  way. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Tompkins  is  relieving  Bro.  Mooney 
at  "F,”  who  has  gone  to  try  conclusions  with  the 
lordly  moose.  Don’t  forget  us,  “MO.” 


Bro.  R.  A.  Daggett,  of  “SN,”  is  on  his  vacation, 
and  is  relieved  by  Bro.  Whitmore. 

Bro.  Spencer  has  accepted  the  day  job  at  “OX.” 
Try  your  best,  “S,”  to  land  a certain  gentleman 
who  signs  “H”  there. 

I “13”  Bro.  Ramsey,  at  “BR,”  has  resigned. 
You  have  our  best  wishes,  “FY,”  and  hope  you 
will  still  stick  to  the  Order. 

Our  worthy  dispatcher,  Bro.  Bates,  spent  a 
week’s  vacation  in  making  a few  repairs  to  his 
house.  Hope  you  succeeded  in  doing  a good  job, 
“Q.” 

Bro.  Curtis,  at  “MK,”  recently  spent  a day  in 
chasing  the  nimble  deer,  but  returned  badly  dis- 
appointed, but  full  of  fight. 

Bro.  Kirkpatrick,  owl  at  “MK,”  is  enjoying 
a vacation. 

Bro.  Kearney,  days  at  “FD,”  is  on  a much- 
needed  vacation. 

Bro.  Burpee,  agent  at  “FD,”  has  returned  from 
a vacation  which  he  spent  in  Boston. 

Cbbt.  90. 


Colorado  Midland  Railway. 

From  our  long  silence  it  might  be  inferred 
that  this  service  was  a dead  one,  but  such  is  not 
the  case,  for  we  have  one  of  the  best  little  di- 
visions on  the  map. 

Our  regular  correspondent  has  not  been  seen 
since  high  noon  last  spring,  and  we  feel  that  some 
evil  has  befallen  him.  They  wanted  me  to  take 
his  place,  and  do  the  best  I could  to  furnish 
nourishment  for  Bro.  Quick’s  goat,  but  if  by 
chance  this  escapes  the  goat,  I may  come  again. 

Most  of  the  regular  men  are  getting  back  into 
their  old  jobs.  Bro.  Kinney  has  returned  to 
“J,”  after  an  absence  of  two  months,  doing  re- 
lief work.  Bro.  Shannon  has  returned  to  "Z,” 
days. 

Bro.  Veverke  has  returned  to  “X”  after  a short 
vacation  spent  at  home. 

Bro.  Phares  relieves  agent  Carbondale  for  a 
few  days. 

Bro.  Morris,  now  at  New  Castle,  days,  a new 
man  here,  but  old  in  honorable  service  in  the 
interest  of  the  Order. 

Bro.  O’Harrow,  of  Wild  Horse,  days,  after  do- 
ing the  Fair,  and  visiting  the  old  folks,  has  re- 
turned to  his  troubles  with  the  agent  at  Buena 
Vista. 

We  understand  that  Guy  Sailing  has  gone  into 
winter  quarters  at  Busk. 

There  has  been  some  delay  in  finding  suitable 
material  for  a general  chairman,  not  that  there 
arc  not  enough  men  who  are  qualified,  but  they  all 
seem  to  be  over  modest.  This  is  a duty  which 
should  not  be  turned  down.  We  can  not  all  have 
the  wisdom  of  a Solomon,  but  can  at  least  do  our 
best. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a revision  of 
our  present  schedule  will  be  in  order,  and  if  we 
all  pull  together  our  condition  will  be  improved 
thereby. 

That  club  we  have  been  carrying  up  our  sleeve 
for  these  months  came  down  good  and  hard  No- 
vember 8.  Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  get  after 
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the  legislature  for  a measure  that  would  provide 
for  the  examination  of  all  telegraphers  before 
they  would  be  allowed  to  work  in  the  State.  This 
would  raise  the  standard  of  our  profession,  and 
go  a Jong  way  toward  the  $75  minimum. 

“He  either  fears  his  fate  too  much,  or  his  deserts 
be  small, 

Who  dares  not  put  it  to  the  touch  to  win  or  lose 
it  all.” 

Dxv.  Coa. 


El  Paso  & Northeastern  System, 

Business  is  much  better  now  than  last  write-up. 
Practically  all  the  boys  that  were  pulled  off  on 
October  3,  account  reduction  in  force,  have  been 
restored  to  their  former  places,  but  there  were 
several  vacancies  created,  and  quite  a little  bump- 
ing has  been  done,  but  we  are  glad  to  see  the 
boys  back  again.  We  hear  a great  many  new 
fists  along  the  line,  but  our  investigating  commit- 
tee reports  all  up-to-date. 

The  unlucky  eight  were  invited  by  the  brothers 
who  were  not  pulled  off,  to  spend  the  idle  time 
with  them  without  expense,  but  most  of  them 
spent  their  vacation  in  El  Paso,  but  were  very 
anxious  to  get  back  on  the  deserts  after  twenty 
days’  town  life.  Suppose  you  have  an  idea  why 
they  were  so  anxious  to  return. 

YVe  hear  Bro.  Turner  back  at  the  key  after  sev- 
eral weeks  in  the  hospital  at  Alamogordo  with 
an  injured  arm.  sustained  by  a fall  at  Carriaozo. 
Glad  to  see  you  out  again,  Bro.  “C.” 

Bro.  Glenn  is  again  facing  his  old  sweetheart, 
Bro.  “H,”  at  "A”  office.  They  make  a jolly 
pair,  and  are  always  at  the  post. 

Bro.  McGhee  and  a party  from  El  Paso  had 
a very  pleasant  trip  down  the  Rio  Grande  on  a 
protected  cruiser,  constructed  by  them,  last  week. 
The  intention  of  the  commanding  party  was  to 
bring  back  quite  a load  of  ducks,  but  by  some 
means  the  cruiser  was  capsized,  said  to  be  on 
account  of  Bro.  McGhee,  with  his  immense  weight, 
getting  too  close  to  one  side.  The  party,  how- 
ever, was  saved,  and  report  a bath  in  the  pure 
Rio  Grande  a pleasant  one,  but  duck  shooting 
was  scarce  after  all. 

Bro.  llarvey  was  called  to  the  bedside  of  his 
sick  mother  in  Chicago  last  week,  relieved  by 
Bro.  YV.  S.  Avery. 

Bro.  Lynch,  local  chairman  of  Santa  Rosa  Dis- 
trict, having  left  the  service.  Bro.  Right,  agent 
at  Au^ho,  was  elected  his  successor. 

Our  general  chairman,  A.  L.  Davidson,  folded 
his  tent  on  October  20,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
fruit  business  in  El  Paso.  Hope  you  may  have 
success,  Bro.  “D,“  in  your  new  location.  Bro. 
J.  R.  Madenfort  and  Bro.  Cook  were  the  two 
most  influential  candidates  for  general  chairman, 
Bro.  Madenfort  being  the  best  hustler,  received 
thirteen  votes  against  ten  for  Bro.  Cook.  1 think 
every  one  of  us  should  be  pleased  with  Bro. 
Madenfort  in  the  chair,  as  he  has  been  through 
the  sweatbox  before,  and  if  we  will  do  our  part 
toward  him,  am  sure  his  administration  will  prove 
to  be  a pros;>crous  one. 


The  question  6f  carrying  U.  S.  mail  is  being 
discussed  along  the  line,  and  all  seem  to  be  in 
favor  of  presenting  an  agreement  to  the  man- 
agement of  our  line  on  March  4 that  no  more 
mail  will  be  carried  for  a song,  and  sing  it  our- 
selves. Those  that  kavtf  more  than  five  pouches 
receive  $10  per  month,  and  those  that  have  five 
pouches  and  less  receive  $5  per  month.  This  is  a 
duty  that  is  entirely  out  of  our  line,  and  the 
railroad  companies  get  big  money  for  the  handling 
of  U.  S.  mail,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
agents  should  not  be  paid  extra  for  this  work  on 
the  side. 

If  we  expect  to  better  our  conditions,  we  must 
expect  to  better  the  companies'  conditions  also. 
We  should  render  services  that  by  so  doing  we 
would  deserve  better  treatment. 

Let  each  and  every  one  of  us  use  our  greatest 
endeavor  to  give  better  service,  that  our  com- 
mittee will  not  hear  that  old  story  when  they 
present  themselves  to  the  officials  for  a revised 
schedule. 

If  the  Order  ever  makes  a grand  success,  which 
we  all  hope  it  will,  we  will  need  the  sympathy 
and  assistance  of  the  general  public,  as  well  as 
to  be  a more  superior  class  than  the  nons.  There 
is  no  question  but  what  the  best  class  of  teleg- 
raphers in  this  day  in  time  belong  to  the  Order, 
and  now  the  idea  is  to  convince  the  railroad 
officials  of  the  fact,  as  well  as  the  general  public. 

YVe  must  thank  Bro.  R.  E.  Bryant,  formerly 
employed  on  this  line,  but  now  chief  dispatcher 
on  a branch  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  at  Vadalia, 
La.,  for  donation  to  the  membership  of  two  of 
his  employes  to  our  division. 

Our  general  secretary  and  treasurer  has  re- 
peatedly requested  of  each  member  of  our  di- 
vision to  notify  him  of  all  changes  made,  and 
also  to  notify  him  of  any  new  member  of  other 
than  our  division,  taking  service  with  this  com- 
pany. He  complains  that  we  are  not  complying 
with  his  request,  and  for  this  purpose,  he  has 
induced  a blank  form  to  he  used  by  members, 
and  I am  sure  it  will  meet  with  our  approval. 
We  must,  as  a whole,  take  more  interest  in  this 
matter.  Remember  that  it’s  the  duty  of  every 
member  to  work  for  the  betterment  of  our  con- 
ditions, and  not  sit  idle  and  depend  on  one  or 
two  doing  it  all.  With  this,  I will  close  until 
next  month,  with  a hurrah  for  the  “Katy”  boys. 

Cut.  45- 


H.  & T.  C.  Railway. 

Division  5 7 has  not  been  represented  in  these 
columns  for  two  or  three  months,  partly  from 
neglect  and  partly  from  a good  many  other  things 
to  look  after. 

Business  has  been,  and  is,  pretty  good  on  the 
“Old  Reliable,”  and  it  takes  most  of  our  time 
to  take  care  of  the  company’s  interest  with  not 
much  left  for  our  own. 

We  have  quite  a number  of  new  faces  among 
11s  now,  several  from  Division  22,  and  other 
places.  So  far  as  wc  have  been  able  to  learc 
they  all  carry  cards.  It  should  be  the  duty  of 
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every  member  to  ascertain  from  every  new  man 
whether  he  is  lined  up  or  not,  and  if  not  get 
after  him  and  induce  him  to  get  up  to  date.  It 
is  very  gratifying  to  realize  that  about  99  per 
cent  of  the  men  looking  for  work  are  all  right  in 
this  respect,  and  it  seldom  happens  that  a non 
secures  employment  on  this  line. 

Our  last  bi-monthly  circular  showed  only  nine 
names  on  the  non  list.  We  have  worked,  begged 
and  tried  various  inducements  to  get  them  to 
come  with  us,  but  so  far  without  effect.  We  are 
waiting  for  Providence  to  assist  us  by  showing 
them  how  much  more  they  need  us  than  we  need 
them,  and  if  they  don't  mind,  it  will  come  at  a 
time  when  they  least  expect  it,  and  they  can 
only  wish  they  had  fixed  themselves  when  they 
had  a chance.  # 

There  have  been  several  changes  along  the  line 
recently,  but  we  have  not  been  advised  of  them, 
hence  are  not  well  posted. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Craig  resigned  the  agency  at  Rice 
on  account  of  bad  health.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Bro.  Moseley,  while  Bro.  W.  R.  Snodgrass 
succeeded  him  at  Alma.  Bro.  Charlie  Daffan 
thought  he  wanted  an  agency,  but  after  a short 
trial  decided  that  there  was  more  grief  than  he 
was  looking  for,  and  passed  it  up.  Charlie  has 
a wife,  and  is  not  seeking  any  trouble  just 
now. 

Bro.  Bartlett,  better  known  as  “Old  Bart,”  at 
Dallas,  is  laying  off  account  sickness.  Hope  he 
will  soon  be  back  at  the  key. 

Bro.  McKey  was  out  of  line  for  a short  time, 
working  in  the  ticket  office,  but  the  job  does 
not  appeal  to  him. 

Understand  there  is  a new  man  at  Kosse;  have 
not  learned  his  name.  It  seems,  that  some  of  the 
boys  on  the  line  should  have  had  that  station. 
Was  it  offered  to  you? 

The  station  of  Millican  has  the  reputation  of 
being  i ham  factory,  and  from  recent  reports  it 
must  be  running  overtime;  in  fact,  report  says  that 
it  runs  day  and  night.  There  has  been  some 
complaint  about  them  tampering  with  the  wires, 
and  some  of  the  boys  have  refused  to  work  with 
them.  That  is  right.  If  you  have  reason  to 
think  it  is  a student,  don't  work  with  him  at  all. 
The  practice  will  be  broken  up,  and  it  may  result 
in  one  or  two  men  being  somewhat  disfigured 
when  the  smoke  clears  away.  A word  to  the  wise 
(or  ham  builder)  should  be  sufficient 

Hoping  to  have  something  more  interesting  next 
time  we  will  not  bore  you  longer. 

Cert.  34. 


Moncton  Division,  No.  63. 

The  gang’s  all  here.  Division  held  their  No- 
vember meeting  in  Moncton  in  two  sessions.  The 
afternoon  session  was  attended  by  Bros.  Hender- 
son, Powell,  Atkinson,  Davison,  Peters,  Charters, 
Gallagher,  McLaughlin  and  Campbell.  Three  of 
these  brothers.  Charters,  Henderson  and  Atkinson, 
■were  unfortunately  obliged  to  return  to  their  homes 
at  the  close  of  the  first  session,  which  adjourned 
at  18:30  to  be  opened  again  at  19:30.  On  account 
of  several  harangues  some  of  the  brothers  needed 


repairs,  and  repaired  in  pairs  to  a pair  of  hotels. 

At  the  evening  session  our  forces  were  augmented 
by  the  appearance  of  Bros.  Duncan,  Gross,  Gray 
and  Welling. 

Bro.  Lowell  brought  in  a candidate  for  admis- 
sion into  the  fold  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Jas.  Suth- 
erland, the  veteran  Intercolonial  station  master  at 
Aulac,  N.  B.,  and  who,  after  taking  the  necessary 
ride  on  Nanny,  who  was  held  by  Bros.  Welling 
and  Gallagher.  Mr.  Sutherland  became  Bro.  Suth- 
erland, and  was  in  order  for  an  all  around  twenty 
minutes'  congratulation.  He  pronounced  it  a good 
thing.  Bro.  Sutherland  has  not  for  some  little 
time  been  engaged  as  a telegrapher,  having  an 
assistant,  Mr.  Murray  Sutherland,  who  is  the 
man  behind  the  key,  yet  Bro.  Sutherland  deemed 
it  nothing  more  than  right  that  he  should  show 
his  appreciation  of  the  benefits  bestowed  upon  his 
station  through  the  efforts  of  our  organization. 

Now,  brothers,  some  of  you  lag-behinds,  while 
I C3n  not  address  you  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  I 
will  try  and  write  as  feelingly  as  I can,  and  feel- 
ing prone  to  the  tender  spot  where  some  of  your* 
hearts  are  wrapped  up  in  a wad.  Wake  up,  broth- 
ers, wake  up.  You,  Mr.  Dispatcher,  behind  in 
your  dues,  and  with  your  three  weeks  holidays,  and 
$100  to  $120  per  against  no  holidays  and  a $75 
to  $90  per,  a few  years  ago  and  you  Mr.  Mini- 
mum operator  and  agent,  with  your  $45  per  against 
a 2$o  to  $33  per,  both  of  you  in  arrears.  Who 
raised  your  salary?  Who  put  you,  employed  on 
a road  once  one  of  the  meanest  paid  roads,  up  to 
a par  with  some  of  the  winners,  and  to-day  with 
a minimum  second  to  neither  the  C.  R.  R.  or 
G.  T.  R.,  two  of  the  great  lines  of  America? 

Yes,  sir,  you  know  it  was  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  how 
much  did  it  cost  you?  Oh,  yes,  I know  you've 
got  a good  argument  all  right.  We’ll  admit  that. 

We’ll  have  to  for  a time  until  you  who  keep  our 
little  fund  beggared,  and  who  might  as  well  be 
nons,  will  be  forced  to  become  a paid  up-to-date 
member  in  good  standing,  or  drop  your  tools.  It’s 
coming. 

Here’s  an  argument  a healthy  specimen  of  your 
cllss  put  up  recently.  He  had  a case  of  sulks 
because  some  kid  was  getting  now  $45  per,  where 
when  he  was  the  same  age  he  only  got  $20  per — 
a most  deplorable  fact.  Because  he  had  to  go 
around  once  with  an  odd-matched  patch  in  the 
seat  of  his  pants  he  wants  to  shove  the  new 
man  into  Poverty  Row.  He  wants  distinction. 

Live  man  and  let  live.  This  class  of  telegraphers 
arc  certainly  splendid  supporters  of  the  $75  mini- 
mum promoters.  If  instead  of  worrying  over 
other’s  betterment  he  would  pay  up,  look  forward 
to  and  lend  a hand  on  towards  the  day  which 
is  surely  coming,  when  our  minimum  man  will 
be  getting  a much  more  substantial  wage,  and  you 
of  the  pioneer  days,  as  it  were,  will  perhaps  be 
receiving  a wage  with  a proportionate  difference 
between  yours  and  the  minimum,  and  in  compari- 
son with  the  old-time  wage  of  the  $33.33  station 
master,  and  $20  to  $25  telegrapher.  There  are 
in  the  service  to-day  first-class  men,  while  young 
in  the  service,  are  up  against  expenses  as  great 
and  probably  greater  than  some  of  the  older  men. 
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There  are  some  men  as  close  as  the  bark  to  a 
tree,  except  when  it  comes  to  schedule  making, 
and  then  they  develop  a bad  case  of  the  cotton 
heart. 

And  there  are  the  nons,  who,  if  our  division 
charter  was  revoked  account  our  inability  to  hold 
one,  and  probably  on  their  account,  these  nons 
would  be  the  first  to  stick  out  their  chest  and 
holler  organization.  Such  a state  of  affairs  will 
fortunately  never  occur  on  this  division.  There’s 
too  many  men  with  the  requisite  backbone  for 
that. 

We  have  a number  of  manly  young  men  who  are 
without  steady  positions,  on  the  spare,  working 
only  half  time,  who  carry  a card. 

The  scab  on  the  Katy  little  dreams  that  from 
some  of  the  uttermost  parts  of  O.  R.  ^.-ism,  from 
the  eastern  end  of  Canada,  the  man  behind  the 
key  is  butting  in  to  thrown  him  down.  We  pity 
the  family  of  the  man  who  so  degrades  himself 
as  to  scab.  Continue,  boys,  to  contribute  towards 
the  removal  of  this  scum. 

Well,  boys,  it  did  us  good  to  see  Bro.  Suther- 
land sporting  the  sounder  and  the  wreath.  At  the 
meeting  he  handed  out  some  hot  ones,  and  told 
a few  of  the  boys  some  things  in  Reed’s  Manual. 

The  President  of  the  Rothesay  Social  Club  has 
beached  his  boathouse  for  the  winter.  One  of  the 
most  picturesque  points  on  the  beautiful  Kenne- 
becasis  has  been  picked  out  for  his  1905  camp, 
and  all  up-to-dates  are  cordially  invited  to  join. 

Bro.  Jimmy  let  the  goat  go  in  “MS,”  and  says 
it  would  require  calks  to  hold  him.  I have,  how- 
ever, procured  another  for  the  15th,  when  there  is 
to  be  two  more  initiations.  Those  desirous  of  at- 
tending the  chase  should  apply  for  seat  space  early. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  for  the  benefit  of 
non-attenders  we  hold  meetings  at  their  respective 
stations.  Some  of  them  would  duff  then. 

Bill  Capson  says  the  goat  followed  No.  81  from 
“MS.” 

Brown  had  them  out  for  battalion  drill  when 
26  passed  the  college.  The  three-handed  game  on 
26  with  cork  souvenirs  was  a ringer. 

Our  spare  men  at  time  of  writing  are  Bros. 
Scribner,  Mitchell,  Gillis,  White,  McLaughlan  and 
Smith,  and  Messrs.  Welling,  Bain,  J.  F.  Kelly, 
C.  D.  Kelly,  Adams,  Eastman,  Giles,  Buck  and 
Wheaton. 

Bro.  McLaughlan  and  Mr.  Jack  Kelly  are  on 
leave,  and  employed  by  the  C.  P.  R. 

Div.  Cor. 


Ayer,  Mass.,  Division,  No.  104. 

The  regular  meeting  of  Division  104  was  held 
in  Socialist  Hall,  Clinton,  Mass.,  November  20, 
with  the  worthy  chief  in  the  chair.  There  was  a 
good  attendance,  as  large  in  numbers  and  as 
enthusiastic  as  any  meeting  held  since  organization. 
We  were  very  glad  to  see  one  of  our  oldest  mem- 
bers, Bro.  “V,”  of  “XY,”  it  being  his  first  at- 
tendance at  our  meetings. 

The  division  gave  a dance  in  Beacon  Hall, 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  the  evening  of  October  21,  which 
was  well  attended.  Many  out  of  town  guests 
being  present,  especially  from  Worcester,  Mass. 


The  following  committee  was  in  charge:  Bros. 

J.  T.  Lee,  E.  C.  Foley  and  R.  J.  Harrington- 
Music  by  Hooper’s  Trio.  The  trainmen  on  the 
division  say  our  worthy  chief  takes  the  cake  in 
selling  tickets.  The  report  from  this  dance  sh**> 
a balance  of  $13.75  after  all  bills  were  paid. 

Was  sorry  to  notice  the  absence  of  some  of 
our  older  members  from  this  meeting,  as  it 
would  have  been,  of  benefit  to  them  had  they 
attended.  Our  new  members  of  only  two  weeks’ 
membership  were  on  hand,  and  took  an  active 
port  in  the  doings.  From  observation  should 
conclude  our  worthy  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
another  brother  would  be  pleased  if  their  residence 
could  be  in  Clinton.  Would  like  very  much  if 
our  local  chairman  can  arrange  to  be  present  at 
our  regular  meeting  in  January,  1905,  so  the 
brothers  can  get  better  acquainted  with  him. 
Understand  there  are  one  or  two  brothers  that 
are  a little  backward  with  their  dues.  Now, 
brothers,  don’t  be  bashful,  but  walk  right  up  to 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  I will  guarantee 
he  won’t  hurt  you.  He  is  the  most  docile  man 
you  ever  met.  “It  takes  money  to  make  the 
mare  go,’  is  an  old  saying,  and  hits  our  case 
to  the  dot.  Be  brave  and  walk  up  boldly  and 
face  him.  Then  attend  the  meetings,  and  learn 
something  that  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  you. 
Our  schedule  is  in  progress,  and  it  may  be  of 
interest  to  be  in  good  standing,  and  hear  some- 
thing to  your  benefit.  Some  brother  was  writing 
in  the  October  Telegrapher  about  the  system  di- 
vision. If  he  had  attended  the  meetings  of  his 
local  he  would  have  known  that  Division  59  was 
a thing  of  the  past 

Bro.  Bates,  formerly  owl  in  “XY,”  but  later 
at  gravel  pit,  at  Springvale,  Me.  (the  pit  being 
closed  for  the  season),  has  been  subbing  third 
trick  at  Barber  tower,  and  has  been  calling  on 
his  friends  in  Worcester,  Mass.  He  is  now  on 
spare  list. 

Bro.  Randall,  owl  at  “XY,”  has  been  visiting 
in  Nashua.  N.  H. 

Bro.  Lysaght,  “Q,”  spent  Thanksgiving  at  his 
home  near  Portland,  Me.  Now,  brothers,  send 
in  your  notes  of  anything  that  w’ould  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  other  brothers  to  read.  Births,  deaths, 
marriages,  visiting,  vacations,  sickness,  changes, 
etc.  Your  division  correspondent  is  not  a mind 
reader. 

At  our  next  meeting  we  will  probably  hear  about 
our  schedule,  which  all  are  anxious  to  hear  about, 
therefore  hustle  to  our  next  meeting,  of  which 
you  all  will  get  due  notice.  Div.  Cot. 


Norfolk  & Western  Railway. 

It  was  the  day  after  the  Roanoke  hanquet,  and 
some  of  the  hoys  were  swapping  yarns  in  the  com 
mittec  room  after  that  august  body  had  adjourned 
for  the  day.  The  conversation  had  drifted  around 
to  the  subject  of  the  telegrapher’s  duties  and  rc 
sponsibilities,  as  compared  to  other  classes  of  rai1 
way  employes,  when  it  was  noticed  th3t  one  of  the 
bunch,  an  old-timer  from  down  Hagerstown  way. 
was  wearing  a particularly  reminiscent  smile 
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“ Speaking  of  a railroad  agent’s  responsibilities," 
said  he,  "reminds  me  of  a jacking-up  I once  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  a division  superintendent. 
The  letter,  which  was  addressed  to  me,  read  as 
follows:  ‘Dear  Sir — I have  been  advised  that 

your  town  council  has  passed  an  ordinance  limit- 
ing the  speed  of  trains  to  six  miles  per  hour 
within  the  town  limits.  Please  advise  at  once 
why  you  permitted  this  to  be  done.’  I replied,  in 
substance,  that  I had  been  away  for  a week  or 
ten  days,  and  that  the  town  council  had  taken 
advantage  of  my  absence  to  pass  this  ordinance, 
and  that  I would  look  into  the  matter  and  have 
it  repealed  immediately.  It  so  happened  that  the 
ordinance  was  revoked  some  weeks  later,  and  I 
reported  to  the  superintendent  that,  in  compliance 
with  his  recent  instructions,  the  obnoxious  law 
had  been  repealed.  If  this  incident  had  not  thor- 
oughly impressed  me  with  the  importance  of  my 
position,  one  that  happened  about  a year  later  was 
sufficiently  convincing.  A county  fair  is  held  an- 
nually within  9 mile  of  my  station,  and  while  this 
is  in  progress  my  duties  as  agent  and  telegrapher 
arc  more  than  doubled.  Formerly  I had  been  fur- 
nished one  or  two  extra  men  to  assist  me,  but 
in  this  instance  no  help  had  been  supplied,  and 
it  was  plain  that  the  company,  in  its  wisdom,  was 
about  to  make  a final  test  with  a view  of  ascer- 
taining just  what  was  the  extreme  limit  of  human 
endurance.  It  was  the  first  day,  and  the  fair  was 
getting  in  full  swing,  and  I was  fighting  desper- 
ately to  keep  my  head  above  the  work  which  piled 
upon  me  from  all  sides.  The  superintendent  had 
come  down  on  the  morning  train,  and  after  stop- 
ping awhile  at  the  fair  grounds,  walked  up  to  the 
station.  The  pumper,  who  had  evidently  given 
sympathetic  notice  to  my  strenuous  predicament, 
happened  to  fall  in  with  the  official  coming  along 
the  tracks,  and  observed  to  him  that  the  agent 
seemed  to  be  having  a pretty  hot  time  of  it  just 
now,  and  that  it  looked  like  he  ought  to  have 
some  help.  He  reminded  him  that  there  were 
two  men  to  assist  him  two  years  before,  and  one 
man  last  year,  and  not  any  this  year,  intimating, 
in  conclusion,  that  he  was  curious  to  know  what 
further  reduction  would  probably  be  made  next 
year.  I do  not  know  what  reply  was  made  to 
these  observations,  or  whether  any  was  made  at 
all,  but  the  first  thing  the  'old  man’  did  after 
reaching  the  office,  was  to  wire  the  chief  dis- 
patcher instructions  to  give  me  a man  at  once. 
Thus  it  was  that  on  the  pumper’s  recommendation 
I got  the  assistance  which,  on  my  request,  had 
been  persistently  denied.  Yes,  I am  often  im- 
pressed with  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  a 
railroad  station  agent’s  position.” 

"Gues3  you’re  right,”  spoke  up  a big,  husky 
fellow  from  down  East,  where  peanuts  grow  like 
weeds,  "I  guess  you’re  right,  but  there’s  one  thing 
which  maybe  you  all  have  noticed,  and  that  is, 
that  there  is  as  much  difference  in  officials  as 
there  is  in  telegraphers.  Some  officials  will  work 
good  men  a lifetime  without  showing  any  signs 
of  approval,  while  they  apply  swift  and  rigorous 
discipline  when  mistakes  are  made.  Likewise  the 
same  men,  who  chafe  under  the  mistreatment  of  an 


unjust  and  arbitrary  official,  utterly  fail  to  show 
any  appreciation  when  a desirable  change  is  made. 
Now,  down  on  our  division  we  have  the  best 
superintendent  that  ever  signed  a pass  book,  and 
while  he  is  an  able  and  practical  railroader,  he  is 
also  an  amiable  and  considerate  official,  and  a 

gentleman  withal.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
his  men,  but  I have  reason  to  believe  that  some 
of  them  do  not  properly  appreciate  him,  but  if 

they  do  they  have  a poor  way  of  showing  it.  In- 

stead of  trymg  to  give  the  very  best  service  in 
return  for  liberal  and  considerate  treatment,  they 
givfe  anything  but  good  service,  and  are  continually 
getting  in  hot  water.  I am  glad  to  say  that  we 
have  very  few  Order  men  who  do  this,  but  even 
they  are  a few  too  many.  When  they  ’get  in 

trouble  through  carelessness  and  inattention  to 
duty,  they  will  have  to  go  it  alone,  for  the  Order 
does  not  stand  for  such  conduct  in  its  members.” 

"By  th<*  way,”  spoke  another,  who  had  been 
industriously  holding  down  the  bed  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  room,  "that  brings  up  the 
question,  ‘What  constitutes  a good  O.  R.  T.  man,’ 
anwhow  ?” 

"Well,”  said  one  of  the  group,  as  he  proceeded 
to  claim  attention  by  passing  some  Pittsburg 
stogies,  "here  is  my  idea  of  a good  brotherhood 
man.  First,  he  is  a good,  all-round  man,  and  gives 
honest  service  to  the  company.  Of  course,  he 
can  not  always  give  satisfaction,  because  of  con- 
ditions that  may  make  it  impossible,  but  his  ef- 
forts will  be  sufficiently  apparent  to  show  plainly 
that  it  is  no  fault  of  his.  My  Order  man  does 
not  sleep  on  duty,  and  tie  up  trains,  while  the 
dispatcher  calls  his  arm  off,  and  he  is  never  known 
to  get  drunk  either  on  duty  or  off.  He  shows  a 
disposition  to  be  amiable,  and  he  is  above  talking 
back,  either  to  the  dispatcher  or  other  fellow 
telegraphers,  and  if  he  happens  to  be  a train  dis- 
patcher himself,  he  is  considerate  and  obliging 
towards  the  men  on  the  line,  and  he  indulges  in 
the  luxury  of  a ‘roast’  only  on  the  greatest  provo- 
cation. He  wears  a button  on  his  lapel,  is  not 
contented  if  there  is  an  eligible  non  working 
within  a hundred  miles,  and  last  but  not  least, 
he  pays  his  dues.” 

"And  pays  them  promptly,”  broke  in  the  man 
with  the  worried  look,  which  proclaimed  his  con- 
nection with  one  of  the  local  boards.  "A  man 
is  not  a good  Order  man  unless  he  docs  that,  and 
I have  noticed  that  the  ones  who  have  the  other 
qualifications  are  the  ones  who  are  first  to  pay 
their  dues.  The  man  who  allows  his  dues  to  drag 
along  until  the  last  of  the  term,  and  has  to  be 
reminded  of  them  repeatedly,  is  a doubtful  asset 
in  any  organization.  It  certainly  indicates  that 
his  unionism  is  at  a rather  low  ebb,  and  he  keeps 
everybody  guessing  whether  he  intends  to  square 
himself  at  the  last  minute,  or  drop  out  entirely.” 

"We  have  a lot  of  good  men  who  do  just  that 
way,”  observed  one  of  the  boys,  doubtfully. 

“Correct  you  are,”  replied  the  other,  "and  they 
arc  good  members  in  every  respect  except  this  one. 
They  evidently  believe  that  so  long  as  their  in- 
tentions are  good  it  makes  no  particular  differ- 
ence when  their  dues  are  paid.  Acting  upon  this 
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view  of  the  matter,  they  not  only  embarrass  the 
organization  financially,  but  their  apparent  in- 
difference is  calculated  to  create  within  the  general 
committee,  a lack  of  confidence  in  the  men  whom 
they  represent,  and  are  striving  to  benefit." 

“Talking  of  finances,  .or  the  lack  of  them,” 
said  one  who  seemed  to  be  familiar  with  that  part 
of  the  subject,  “I  have  seen  our  men  serve  for 
weeks  on  the  committee,  pay  their  hotel  bills  out 
of  their  own  funds,  and  wait  three  months  for 
their  pay,  all  because  half  the  membership  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  remit  their  dues  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  term.  It  does  seem  strange 
that  men  who,  of  necessity,  are  trained  to  prompt- 
ness and  accuracy  in  their  bushiess  methods,  should 
treat  with  neglect  or  indifference  a matter  upon 
which  their  present  and  future  welfare  so  largely 
depends." 

“There  has  been  a great  improvement  in  this  re- 
spect within  the  past  few  years,"  said  the  one 
who  had  started  the  discussion,  “and  if  the  mem- 
bers of  this  division  will  awaken  to  the  importance 
of  paying  their  dues  promptly,  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term,  it  will  remove  a great 
drawback  to  an  otherwise  perfect  organization." 

“Perhaps  they  will  include  this  in  their  New 
Year  lesolutions,”  ventured  a brother  of  optimistic 
mind. 

“Perhaps,"  replied  the  other,  and  then  the  sub- 
ject changed.  Div.  Cor. 


Jersey  City  Division,  No.  10. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
nineteenth,  and  the  attendance  was  right  up  to 
the  standard,  and  after  initiating  a couple  of  old- 
timers,  and  receiving  some  new  applications,  the 
parliamentarian  got  to  work,  and  it  was  close  to 
midnight  when  the  adjournment  came. 

The  ball  committee  are  the  busiest  bunch  you 
ever  did  see.  They  have  the  tickets  all  sent  out, 
and  the  success  of  our  ball  now  depends  upon 
the  memberships’  ability  to  dispose  of  them,  so 
it  is  up  to  all  to  get  together  and  hustle.  The 
committee  has  succeeded  in  procuring  Prof.  Al- 
fred Garland  to  render  the  music  upon  the  occa- 
sion, and  that  name  is  a guarantee  for  the  class 
of  music  we  will  have  upon  the  eventful  even- 
ing. 

The  ball  committee  consists  of  the  following 
hustlers:  E.  J.  Leary,  chairman;  Win.  W.  Savage, 

treasurer;  Jas.  A.  Cahill,  John  P.  Geraghty,  Peter 
T.  Ward,  Keron  P.  Compton  and  Lawrence  A. 
Kelley. 

The  reception  committee  and  other  committees 
will  be  announced  in  the  January  issue,  so  keep 
your  eye  on  that  issue. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  announce  the  marriage 
of  Bro.  Thomas  F.  Hefferon  to  Miss  Lizzie  Harley, 
of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  The  wedding  took 
place  Wednesday,  the  23d,  at  New  Brunswick. 
Tom  received  numerous  and  valuable  presents. 
They  will  spend  their  honeymoon  at  Washington 
and  St.  Louis.  They  have  the  best  wishes  of 
all  for  a long  and  prosperous  life. 

Bro.  Geraghty  has  disposed  of  over  seventy-five 
tickets  for  the  ball  already,  and  this  should  place 


confidence  in  the  other  members  who  think  that 
tickets  are  a hard  thing  to  sell.  All  you  hare 
to  do,  brothers,  is  just  say,  “Our  ball  will  be 
even  more  enjoyable,  etc.,  than  our  last  one,”  and 
that  will  be  a sufficient  guarantee  to  sell  all  that 
is  sent  you,  and  please  do  not  forget  that  Bra 
Savage  will  gladly  furnish  all  the  additional  tickets 
you  request. 

Bro.  Brodeur  is  still  working  in  the  subway 
Paul  says  they  do  not  use  the  old  check  system 
over  there,  but  they  pay  everybody  off  in  gold 
every  week,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  once  a 
month  system  we  have  was  cut  down  to  at  leas*, 
every  two  weeks.  The  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  find 
it  convenient  to  pay  every  week.  Why  can’t  the 
Pennsy  do  half  as  well,  and  pay  every  two  weeks? 

Bros.  Sorter  and  Johnson  went  out  gunning 
during  the  month,  and  succeeded  in  shooting  at 
about  a dozen  rabbits.  They  stopped  in  a game 
store  on  their  way  back,  and  had  some  nice  ones. 

Bro.  Maher  says  he  will  not  bring  any  heirlooms 
to  the  coming  ball,  but  will  be  there  with  the 
goods. 

We  learn  from  Bro.  Bryson  that  Bro.  Skeets 
Howe  will  attend  our  ball,  and  that  Skeets  is  prac- 
ticing upon  a new  song.  It  won’t  be  Bedel  ia  this 
year. 

Quite  a number  of  our  members  attended  the 
funeral  of  our  late  brother,  Joe  Thompson,  of 
Division  No.  44,  who  was  killed  by  a train  on 
the  L.  I.  R.  R.,  at  Morris  Park  station,  November 
24.  It  is  indeed  sad  to'lose  such  a valuable  mem- 
ber, who  was  held  in  such  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  the  bereaved  family  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  all  in  their  loss.  T.  R.  O. 


Missouri  Pacific  Railway. 

I have  often  wondered  why  we  never  see  any- 
thing in  our  journal  from  our  President,  Bro.  Per- 
ham.  I think  I have  read  every  article  in  the 
journal  each  time,  but  if  he  has  expressed  his 
opinion  on  any  one  subject  I have  failed  to 
recognize  it.  No  doubt  many  of  the  boys  along  the 
line  would  like  to  see  a word  from  their  chief 
now  and  then.  At  least  I would. 

A word  of  cheer  seems  to  me  would  be  in  order 
now  and  then. 

We  have  a few  non s on  our  branch.  They  have 
been  solicited  time  and  again,  but  as  yet  without 
success.  I absolutely  do  not  believe  in  getting 
anyone  in  the  Order  against  their  will.  I well 
remember  about  fourteen  years  ago  when  a brother 
asked  me  if  I wanted  to  join.  I said  yes,  and  1 
did,  and  have  been  in  ever  since. 

Cert.  193 


Kansas  Division — 

Have  just  been  reading  some  of  the  able  articles 
of  the  different  brothers  on  $75  minimum.  With 
building  cities,  preaching  sermons  and  various  good 
reading,  and  the  thought  came  to  me  that  while 
so  many  good  things  are  being  talked,  that  it 
would  be  good  for  us  all  to  unite  on  tome  move 
to  bring  the  old  maid,  Katy,  to  terms,  and  to  start 
with  would  suggest  as  the  first  move  that  every 
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telegrapher  in  the  country  write  a personal  letter 
to  every  Katy  scab.  Not  one  man  write  to  all 
of  them,  but  each  member  write,  say  two  or  three 
letters  to  the  scab.  This  would  cover  the  system 
easily,  and  while  your  personal  effort  would  have 
some  effect,  the  good  result  would  be  as  follows: 
There  would  be  letters  reach  the  Katy  scab  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  would  hear  from  all 
parts  of  North  America  just  where  he  stands. 
Eaoh  member  in  this  great  country  spend  two  or 
three  dollars  for  postage,  not  a big  thing,  yet  the 
good  it  would  do  as  I have  stated,  he  would  see 
how  he  was  located.  He  would  not  try  to  hide 
behind  the  thought  that  he  is  only  known  in  his 
local  town,  but  that  he  is  known  all  over  this 
great  country.  Let  him  know  that  he  is  different 
from  the  proverbial  bird.  Let  him  know  that  his 
history  has  preceded  him  instead  of  following 
him.  Let  him  know  that  his  name  is  on  the 
scab  list  in  St  Louis,  and  will  be  kept  there  for 
reference.  Let  him  know  that  when  the  day  shall 
come  when  the  Katy  strike  is  no  more,  and  that 
the  day  of  reckoning  has  come  that  his  name  and 
record  will  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven,  and  that  it  will  not  be  scattered  only  to 
the  O.  R.  T.  winds,  but  to  the  wind  of  every 
organized  labor  council,  and  membership  as  well. 
Let  him  know  by  these  letters  coming  in  from 
the  four  winds,  as  it  were,  that  his  actions  are 
known  from  ocean  to  ocean,  from  Canada  to 
Mexico.  Let  him  know  that  when  he  is  turned 
adrift  (which  he  will  be  no  matter  how  much  he 
may  court  the  old  maid)  that  he  is  up  against 
the  real  thing.  Let  him  know  that  whether  he 
may  travel  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  from 
Maine  to  Florida,  from  Canada  to  Mexico,  that 
instead  <of  the  hand  of  brotherly  greeting  and  good 
feeling,  he  will  get  a scratching  sign  which  he  too 
well  knows  the  meaning  of,  and  not  only  from 
the  telegraphers,  but  from  every  other  branch  of 
trade. 

Try  it.  It  will  be  money  well  spent,  and  we 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  when 
the  day  cf  reckoning  shall  come  that  he  has  been 
thoroughly  warned  of  the  situation,  and  he  will 
have  the  one  thought  left  him  as  soon  as  he 
leaves  the  shelter  of  the  old  maid,  where  shall  I 
go?  They  all  know  me,  what  shall  I do?  If  I 
start  in  business  they  will  get  me.  If  I take  up 
another  trade  the  name  scab  will  follow  me. 


What  shall  I do?  Then  comes  the  one  consoling 
thought,  all  he  has  left — lay  down  and  die.  When 
money  is  scarce,  no  job  to  go  to,  no  brother  to 
appeal  to,  how  glad  they  would  be  to  lay  down 
and  die. 

Dear  brothers,  if  you  approve  of  this  kind  of 
missionary  work,  get  to  work  at  once,  and  your 
help  or  effort  will  be  to  aid  a worthy  cause. 

Cbrt.  9972. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

Eastern  Division — 

"Canadian  Pacific  is  making  the  best  showing  in 
gross  earnings  of  any  road  in  America.” — Mon- 
treal Herald. 

Everything  dull  as  usual  on  this  end  of  the  sys- 
tem. The  only  consoling  words  I have  been  fortu- 
nate in  securing  since  the  general  committee  con- 
vened in  Montreal,  are  contained  in  the  above 
clipping  from  the  daily  Herald,  under  date  of  No- 
vember 26.  I trust  all  members  on  this,  and  all 
other  divisions  will  in  future  feek  that  no  injus- 
tice is  being  imposed  on  the  management  by  asking 
a small  increase  in  our  salaries,  at  least  once  a 
year,  and  that  the  committee  representing  us  will 
kave  no  trouble,  as  experienced  a few  months  ago 
in  securing  an  interview  on  application. 

Brothers,  we  are  one  of  the  strongest  organized 
roads  in  America,  and  the  management  realizes 
the  value  of  our  services  in  the  handling  of  their 
business,  and  they  are  too  wise  to  call  us  in  and 
voluntarily  increase  our  wages.  And  we  are  too 
slow  and  easy  to  stand  up  and  demand  living 
wages  and  proper  treatment  There  is  no  reason 
why  we  as  a body  can  not  secure  an  interview 
when  necessary  without  the  loss  of  hundreds  of 
dollars  of  our  hard-earned  money,  as  well  as  the 
trainmen  and  enginemen  can  secure  satisfactory 
adjustments  with  a reasonable  time.  We  are 
wholly  to  blame  for  conditions  as  they  are.  What 
we  need  is  regular  meetings,  so  as  to  get  the 
boys  together,  thus  giving  every  member  an  op- 
portunity to  express  his  opinion.  And  any  mem- 
ber who  does  not  attend  when  it  is  possible  to 
do  so  is  not  worthy  to  be  called  a brother. 

1 hope  some  of  the  other  make  a few  sugges- 
tions through  our  noble  journal,  thus  showing 
we  are  not  entirely  beyond  redemption. 

Locky. 


— OUTT 
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CRAND  DIVISION 


NOTICE. 

H.  C.  Bates,  Cert.  7985,  Grand  Division;  J.  B.  Pyle,  Cert.  8258,  Grand  Division  j 
F.  F.  Nelson,  Cert.  7827,  Grand  Division,  have  been  expelled  from  the  Order  on  the  cl 
of  “ spotting. ” A.  D.  Ridgeway,  Cert.  9094,  Grand  Division,  and  C.  Williamson, 
614,  Division  No.  2,  have  been  expelled  for  scabbing.  All  the  foregoing  trials  were  . 
in  St.  Louis  Division  No.  2. 

MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT. 

AssessnMt  No.  69  Is  doo  on  DECEMBER  1, 1904.  Tlno  for  payment  expires  JANUARY  31, 1 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 20  cents  < 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 30  cents  < 

On  1,000  DO  (Series  C) 60  cents  < 


BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  NOVEMBER,  1904. 


Claim 

No. 

165  . . 


Name.  Cause. 

Fred.  H.  Liever Pneumonia  . . 


Div. 
70  . 


Cert. 

No. 

7,449  . 


Series. 
. C . . 


Am 

fl.C 


212  . 

. Thos.  M.  Wilson  . . . 

. Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. 2 . . 

3,605  . 

. B . . 

m 

263  . 

. Carl  Guy 

. Diabetic  Coma 

. Grand 

7,105  . 

. B . . 

275  . 

. John  Hoffman 

. Phthisis 

. 90  . . 

10,441  . 

. B . . 

sm 

276  . 

. W.  A.  Thompson  . . . 

. Congestion  of  Brain  . . 

. 96.  . 

6,207  . 

. A . . 

a 1 

277  . 

. Adelbert  R.  McKinley  . 

. Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. 70  . . 

4,976  . 

. C . . 

BCl 

2 0 . 

. Ray  C.  Kirkdorfer  . . . 

. Septic  Peritonitis  . . . 

. 129  . . 

12,888  . 

. A . . 

281  . 

. Joseph  W.  Shaffer  . . . 

. Killed  bv  Street  Car  . . 

. Grand 

10,387  . 

. C . . 

DC 

282  . 

. Wm.  P.  Roderick  . . . 

. Tuberculosis 

. 18  . . 

6,643  . 

. B . . 

sm 

283  . 

. Willard  Wilson  .... 

. Killed  bv  Train  .... 

. 40  . . 

8,019  . 

. C . . 

i.o2 

284  . 

. Henry  W.  Femes  . . . 

. Drowned 

. 42  . . 

3,787  . 

. C . . 

BET:';’ 

285  . 

. Clark  Z.  Smith  .... 

. Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. 90  . . 

7,035  . 

. B . . 

sm 

286  . 

. Wm.  H.  Millar  .... 

. Suicide 

. 31  . . 

9212  . 

. C . . 

EXlUlS 

287  . 

. A.  W.  Hilgedick  .... 

. Killed  by  Lightning 

. 70  . . 

14,566  . 

. A . . 

300 

288  . 

. Grant  Little 

. Angina  Pectoris  .... 

. 126  . . 

15,367  . 

. A . . 

300 

289  . 

. Wm.  B.  Latimer  .... 

. Bright’s  Disease  .... 

. Grand 

2,065  . 

. C . . 

l.oaa 

290  . 

. Wm.  D.  Hunt 

. Tuberculosis  of  Bowels  . 

. 32  . . 

6,668  . 

. A . . 

300 

291  . 

. Charles  Wilson  .... 

. Prostatitis  Uremia  . . . 

. 96  . . 

4,911  . 

. B . . 

500 

293  . 

. John  H.  Phillips  .... 

. Typhoid  Fever 

. 52  . . 

12,284  . 

. C . . 

l.ooe 

296  . 

. John  C.  Schagel  .... 

. Acute  Indigestion  . . . 

. Grand 

13,039  . 

. C . . 

1,000 

300  . 

. Geo.  W.  Webb 

. Heart  Disease 

. 34  . . 

8,883  . 

. B . . 

Sfi 

302  . 

. Harry  E.  Walton  . . . 

. Heart  Disease 

. 138  . . 

9,803  . 

. C . . 

i,odo 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  October  31,  1904  $272,457 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  November,  1904  3,259 

$275,717 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Death  Claims  paid  to  October  31,  1904  *$155,700 

Death  Claims  paid  in  November 14,750 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications- 485 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 78 

Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  November  30,  1904  104,703 

$275,717 

L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
* Includes  $200  omitted  from  September  Account  Claim,  No.  252. 
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When  addressing  our  advertisers,  please  mention  The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


A Remington  Sweep 

at  the  Philadelphia  Tournament 


In  the  contest  for  the  Carnegie  Medal 
for  the  All-Around  Champion  Teleg- 
rapher of  the  World,  the  winners  of 
both  the  First  and  Second  Prizes  used 
Remington  Typewriters. 

In  the  contest  for  the  Championship 
among  Railroad  Operators  the  winners 
of  both  the  First  and  Second  Prizes 
also  used  Remington  Typewriters. 

Durability,  reliability,  ease  of  action 
and  high  speed  are  the  qualities  which 
always  land  the  Remington  a winner 
No  wonder  it  is  the  favorite  machine  ' 
with  telegraphers  everywhere. 


REMINQTON  TYPEWRITER  COMPANY, 

337  Broadway,  New  York. 


Typewrite  your 
message  from 
the  wire.  The 


Oliver 


is  the  telegraph 
mill.  The  work 
is  visible,  ma- 
chine almost 
noiseless.  For 
sale,  cash  or  in 
installments. 


THE  OLIVER 
TYPEWRITER  CO.. 
169  Wabash  Av.,  Chicago 

/'oreign  Office: 

7ft  Queen  Vict^in  Street 
London,  England. 


Signed  endorsement  by  telegra- 
phers everywhere.  Write  for 
special  telegraph  terms. 


When  addressing  our  advertisers  please  mention  The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


<iv 

THE  AMBITIOUS  TELEGRAPHER 
who  uses 

A GOOD  TYPEWRITER 

rises  high  above  his  fellow  workers,  because  he  is  able  to  do  his 
work  neatly  and  rapidly.  He  is 

SOARING  AWAY 

to  success,  while  men  who  have  failed  to  take  advantage  of 
modern  methods  are  plodding  along  in  the  same  old  rut. 

THE  TYPEWRITER  EXCHANGE 

CAN  HELP  YOU  INCREASE  YOUR  CHANCES  OP  SUCCESS 

by  selling  you  a machine  that  is  guaranteed  Thoroughly  Reliable. 


We  can  save  you  from  20  to  50  per  cent. 


Machines  sent  with  privilege  of  inspection. 


Rented  at  $4.00  per  month. 


N B.— Every  Machine 


to  Grand  Officers  O.R.T. 
as  to  responsibility. 


The  Typewriter  Exchange, 

l % Barclay  St.,  New  York. 

LaSalle  f 


I 


s St.,  Chicago. 


38  Bromneld  Street,  1 
817  Wyandotte  SL.  K< 
308  N.  Qth  St.  St.  La 
536  California  St.,  £ 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  AJMH bf’fclCES. 


8 Bromfleld  Street,  Bottoo. 

City. 

308  N.  9th  St.  St.  Louis. 

536  California  St.,  Saa  Francisco,  Cal 


on  The 

VI1N6S 

Success 


Look  at  the  Trade-Mark 


OH  S VERY  GEXUllfE  PACKAGE  OF 

The  Finest 

Cocoa^Chocolate 

In  the  World.  Hade  only  by 

Walter  Baker  & Co.  Ltd. 

E»tibll»h.d  1780.  DORCHESTER,  MASS. 
40  HIGHEST  AWAROS  IN  EUROPE  AND  AMERICA. 


vose 

PIANOS 

HAVE  BEEN  ESTABLISHED  50  YEARS 


and  are  receiving  more  favorable  comments  i 
to-day  from  an  artistic  standpoint  than  all 
other  makes  combined. 

WE  a 

Challenge  I 

Comparisons. 


By  our  easy  payment  plan,  every  family 
in  moderate  circumstances  can  own  a VOS© 
piano.  We  allow  a liberal  price  for  old  in- 
struments in  exchange,  and  deliver  the  piano 
in  your  house  free  of  expense.  You  can 
deal  with  us  at  a distant  point  the  same  as 
in  Boston.  Send  for  catalogue  and  full 
information. 

vose  & SONS  PIANO  CO. 

161  Boylston  Street,  • • • Boston. 


Absolutely  Pure 
THERE  IS  NO  SUBSTITUTE 


Koto  the  following  testlmsales,  wblch  mm 
foumrlng  enoHihto  show  jom  whal  1 visa 
yon  to  purchase,  and  1 know  It  will  be  e« 
velomble  nMlolnnee  lo  yon.  If  yen  eo  deelrr 
to  send  for  n ropy,  remit  onedoIlsri||,OOJ  a 
A.  W.  EABLT  d tOM  Alexmwdrl*.  Vo. 

W . „ Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Feb.  14,  Mi 

Mr.  A.  W.  Early,  Kankakee,  111;^ 

Dear  Mr.  Early:  I have  read  your  book,  “The  Tr»*i 
Dispatcher,”  with  a great  deal  of  Interest.  The  intrude; 
tion  of  the  book  alone  ohonld  be  worth  ten  time*  IS* 

J>rice  to  many  a young  man  who  hao  a spark  of  aaptrsn  a 
or  getting  ahead  in  his  profession.  If  yon  can  get  raw 
put  in  a form  that  will  be  attractive  and  help  to  ki: 
young  men  on  to  better  service,  yon  are  doing  a gsol 
work,  and  such,  it  seems  to  me,  your  boon  is. 

Sincerely  yours,  C.  8.  RHOADS. 
SnpL  of  Telegraph  O.  C.  C.  A St.  L.  &?. 

Kankakee,  111..  Jan.  A 1MB. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Early,  Kankakee,  III.  ’ ’ 

My  Dear  Hir:  I can  honestly  uy  in  all  my  experience 
of  seventeen  years  as  a transportation  man,  I have  never 
seen  anything  so  helpful  and  self-explanatory  for  ail 
classes  of  railroad  men,  and  especially  for  the  ne« 
beginner  and  operators  who  desire  to  climb  higher  b? 
the  ladder.  It  is  nnltke  anything  ever  placed  before  the 
railroad  fraternity,  and  In  its  plain,  yet  simple  way.  can- 
not bat  become  a most  valuable  ednoator.  

Yours  most  sincerely,  J.  W.  DUTTON. 

Train  master  L.8.I1L8. Ky. 
* «,  DeMotte,  Ind.,  Feb.  11, MB. 

A.  W.  Early  A Co..  Kankakee,  111. 

Dear  8ir:  Received  book  entitled  “The  Train  Dis- 


patcher” few  days  ago,  and  will  say  the  book  is  Hoe.  It 
is  worth  many  times  its  cost  to  “old  boys"  in  the  hnilnm. 
as  well  as  the  “young  ones  ” 

Yours  very  respectfully,  O.  P.  CURTIN,  C.  X. 


M ^ Kankakee,  UL,  March  1,  SB. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Early,  Kankakee,  111. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I have  found  pleasure  In  read  in  yoer 
book  entitled,  “The  Train  Dtspatcner.”  It  nets  roru 
many  conditions  and  experiences  which  I have  penoa- 
ally  observed.  The  book  is  of  unquestionable  vmlse. 
especially  to  those  having  an  asptratlon  towards  a trajs 
dispatcher’s  chair.  You  nave  done  credit  to  the  snhjrct* 
upon  which  you  have  dwelt  and  are  deserving  ef  bqocsci 
in  the  sale  or  the  book.  Yours  verv  truly, 

F.  M.  SMITH,  ^Trainmaster. 

__  __  _ _ _ _ _ McNahh, I1L, Fsb. a, VBL 

Mr.  A.  W.  Early,  Kankakee,  111. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  read  your  book  carefully  and  tkfit  . 
it  is  a great  help  to  operators,  and  well  worth  the  mswf-  j 




MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT 


tettSMMt  Ml.  58  It  In  ii  JANUARY  I,  1904.  TiM  fir  want  ixplrit  FEBRUARY  29, 1904. 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 20  cents  each. 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 30  cents  each. 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 60  cents  each. 


BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  DECEMBER,  1903. 

Ci*aim  Curt. 

No.  Namf.  Cause  . Drv.  No.  Series. 

171  . Wm.  T.  Fall Tuberculosis  . . Grand  . 4033  . . C . 


173  . Geo.  H.  Ayres  . . 

175  . Rudolph  Schildhauer 

176  . Palmer  P.  Babcock  . 

177  . Wm.  C.  Jenkins  . . 

178  . Brunker  Madill  . . 

179  . Wm.  E.  Williams  . 

180  . Leroy  M.  Davis  . . , 


Heart  Failure  . . 76  . 11323  . . A 

Typhoid  Fever  . 76  . . 8412  . .A 

, Brights  Disease.  Grand  . 6101  . . C 
Meningitis  . . . 48  . . 8748  . . B , 

Appendicial  Abs  . 1 . . 1553  . . A , 

Slow  Fever  . . . 61  . . 7704  . . C . 

Pneumonia  . . . 93  . . 4173  . . C 


Amt. 

$1,000 

300 

300 

1,000 

500 

300 

1,000 

1,000 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  November  30,  1903  ....  $ 179,749  43 
Received  on  Assessment  Account,  December,  1903  11,591  75 

$191,341  18 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Death  Claims  paid  to  November  30,  1903  $98,900  00 

Death  Claims  paid  in  December 5,400  00 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 371  54 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 60  75 

Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  December  31,  1903  . . . 86,608  89 

$191,341  18 

L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 
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OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY. 

General  Offices,  St*  Louis,  Mo* 


GRAND  OFFICERS. 


H.  B.  Pcrham. 
J.  A.  Newman. 


President.  L.  W.  Quick Grand  Secretary 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

First  Vice-President  T.  M.  Pierson Second 

St  Louis,  Mo.  St  Louis,  Mo. 


D.  Campbell Third  Vice-President 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 


and  Treasurer. 
Vice-President 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  Cot  C.  E.  Layman,  Troutville,  Vs. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretsry),  169  East  6th  St,  Port-  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

land,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  1702  North  52nd  St,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ADVERTISING. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  be  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION— Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
H.  B.  Perham.  President,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
St  Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen'l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  C.  W.  LaRoy,  Actg.  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Huntsville,  Ont.;  D.  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S. 
ft  T.,  769  King  st,  London,  Ont 

NO  a,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Mon 
day  each  month,  at  8 p.  m..  Hall  No.  4,  I. 
O.  O.  F.  Building,  Olive  st.,  between  8th  and 
9th  sts.,  St  Louis,  Mo.  L.  W.  Quick,  Chief 
Telegrapher,  Room  918  Fullerton  Building,  St 
Louis,  Mo.;  F.  J.  Bick,  S.  ft  T.,  918  Ful- 
lerton Building,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  3,  HARRISBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  Thurs- 
day  each  month  in  Mauk’s  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  Keller  sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some 
point  on  Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thurs- 
day evening  each  month,  7 p.  m.  G.  W. 
Meyers,  Chief  TeL,  Newport,  Pa.;  S.  D. 
Howard,  S.  ft  T.,  642  Calder  st,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

NO.  4,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st 
Saturday  at  8 p.  m.,  at  room  A,  Odd  Fellows’ 
Temple,  Broad  and  Cherry  sts.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  Wilson  G.  Bucher,  Chief  Tel.,  5228 
Harlan  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  W.  C.  Frasier, 
S.  ft  T.,  5529  Thompson  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5. — Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  South- 
ern Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  H.  L.  Carter,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
2404  Guinotte  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H. 
Williams,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. D.  C Leach,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Junction 
City,  Kan.;  David  Cashmore,  Ass’t  General 
Chairman,  Room  39,  Union  Depot,  Denve  , 
Col.;  A.  B.  Haines,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Room  39 
Union  Depot,  Denver,  Col. 

NO.  7. — Division  covers  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  W.  H.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68 
Melbourne  av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont.;  P. 

D.  Hamel,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Blue  Bonnets. 

P.  Q- 

NO.  8,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  8:30  p.  m.,  in 
Fireman’s  Hall,  198  Seneca  St.,  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.;  E.  Joseph,  Chief  Tel.,  330  Spring  st, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  O.  A.  Siehl,  S.  ft  T.f  25  M* 
rion  st,  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9.  NORTH  VERNON,  IND.— Meets  3d  Sat- 
urday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  ft  L of 
H.  Hall.,  Fifth  st.  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  E. 
W.  Chance,  Chief  Tel.,  Cold  Springs,  Ind.;  J. 

E.  Hudson,  S.  ft  T.,  Hayden,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Sunday 
at  2 p.  m,  to  12  midnight,  at  103  Mont- 
gomery st,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  D.  A Hanra- 
ban,  Chief  Tel.,  280  St  Paul's  av.,  Jersey  City. 
N.  J. ; J.  H.  Kelling,  S.  ft  T.,  23a  6th  st,  Jer 
sey  City,  N.  T 

NO.  11,  OLD  TOWN,  MAINE.— Meets  4th  Sat 
urday  each  month  at  Mechanics*  Hall,  94  Main 
st,  7:30  p.  m.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates, 
Chief  Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A Brackett 
S.  ft  T.,  32  Coombe  st,  Bangor,  Me. 
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NO.  12,  BELPRE,  OHIO. — Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month,  at  O.  R.  C.  Hall,  Chil- 
licothe,  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel.,  792 
E.  Main  at.,  Chillicothe,  O.;  T.  P.  Costello, 

S.  ft  T.,  L.  Box  186,  Belpre,  O. 

NO.  14. — Division  covers  the  Norfolk  ft  Western 
Railway  t System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
chairman.  C.  E.  Layman,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Troutville,  Va.;  T.  H.  Lankford, ‘Gen’l  S.  ft 

T. ,  P.  O.  Box  11,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15.— OTTAWA,  ONT.— Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexan- 
dria, Ont.;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  ft  T.,  Maxville, 
Ont.  Jos.  Corbett,  Legislative  Representative, 
208  Daly  av.,  Ottawa,  Ont.  V.  J.  Mongeau, 
Local  Organizer,  Scotia,  Ont.  Supplementary 
meetings  held  Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each 
month. 

NO.  16, — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  McFadden,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Owosso, 
Mich. ; J.  H.  Staley,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Falls  View, 
Ont. 

NO.  17,  BALTIMOkE,  MD. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Q.  A. 
Geise,  Chief  Tel.,  Union  Station,  Baltimore, 
Md.;  Horace  W.  Lair,  S.  & T.,  2018  Harlem 
av.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

SO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
ft  St.  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  Gen'l  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut,  Ohio.  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
Gen'l  S.  ft  T.,  69-  Yonkers  st.,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  19,  FORT  WORTH,  TEX.— Meets  on  the 
3d  Monday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  R.  M.  Pur- 
cell, Chief  Tel.,  1308  Main  st.  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.;  B.  H.  Green,  S.  ft  T.,  3»S  E. Weather- 
ford st.  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

NO.  20,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.— Meets  ad 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  and  last 
Thursday  at  9130  a.  ra.,  at  Select  Knights' 
Hall,  22  Webster  st..  North  Tona  wanda,  N.  Y. 
Joseph  Mann,  Chief  Tel.,  51  Adams  st.,  Tona- 
wanda,  N.  Y.;  F.  A.  Retallack,  S.  & T.,  934 
So.  av.,  Sta.  A,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

NO.  21. — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil- 
ton ft  Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  John  G.  Wenk,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Glendale,  Ohio;  A.  C Bushwaw, 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  438  So.  Cincinnati  st,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

NO.  22. — Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  ft 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  G.  W.  Woolley,  Gen'l  Chairman, 

m Temple,  Tex.;  Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T. ; R.  J.  Clark,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  Taylor,  Tex. 


NO.  24,  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.— Meets  1st  Tues- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of 
Columbus  Hall,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.  N.  F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 

Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponsler,  SI  ft  T.,  935  Erie  av., 

Williamsport,  Pa. 

NO.  25. — Division  covers  the  International  ft 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  sub- 
ject call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gen’l  Chair- 

, man.  Troupe,  Tex.;  E.  J.  Pope,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Italy,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Monday 
at  8 p.  nt.,  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  and 

8 p.  m.  of  each  month,  at  142  W.  125th  st., 

New  York.  M.  G.  Woolley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th 
st  and  8th  av.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry.; 
T.  F.  Noon,  S.  & T.,  1499  Lexington  av..  New 
York. 

NO.  27,  WATERTOWN,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Tues- 
day each  month,  at  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbia  Hall,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
F.  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Tel.,  18  Lansing  st., 
Watertown,  N.  Y.;  H.  F.  North,  S.  ft  T.,  2 
Waltham  st..  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  the  Chairman.  A.  E.  Vivero,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Allende,  Coah,  Mex.;  S.  W.  Rasor,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Canatlan,  Durango,  Mex. 

NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  first 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s 
Hall,  48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven, 
Conn.  E.  J.  Manion,  Chief  Tel.,  537  Howard 
av.,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack, 
S.  & T.,  93  Main  st,  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall,  N.  W.  cor. 
Thirteenth  and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Jas.  Hutton,  Chief  Tel.,  1489  No.  53d  st, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  J.  A.  Quinn,  S.  ft  T.,  3865 
Reno  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  Gen’l  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Hol- 
man, Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  av., 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St  Louis  ft  San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Lamar,  Mo. ; L.  L.  Snoddy,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  Bois  D’Arc,  Mo. 

NO.  33. — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Van  Atta,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
i6}4  W.  Mam  st.,  Newark,  Ohio.;  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  ion  Trenton  Place, 
Wilmington,  Del. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


NO.  34,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Meets  2d  Thurs- 
day  at  9 a.  m.,  and  4th  Thursday  at  8 p.  m., 
Schlitzer  Hall,  137  Clinton  av.,  north,  Roches- 
ter,  N.  Y.;  Jas.  E.  Martin,  Chief  Tel.,  P.  O. 
box  198,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y.;  Fred.  B.  Huff, 
S & T.,  16  O’Neil  st,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Meets  3d  Satur- 
day  of  each  month  in  Elks'  Hall,  over  Keith's 
Theatre,  Westminster  st.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Geo.  E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st.. 
Auburn,  R.  I.;  R.  M.  Hatton,  S.  & T.,  39954 
Wellington  av.,  Auburn,  R.  I. 

NO.  37.  NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y.— Meets  ad 
Friday  evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m.,  Bank’s 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 
A.  C.  Langdon,  Chief  Telegrapher,  11  Morris 
st.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.;  Eugene  Murphy, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  7 May  st.,  New  Ro- 
chelle, N.  Y. 

NO.  39. — Division  covers  the  Pere  Marquette 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  A.  A.  Watson,  Gen'l  Chairman, 
Brighton,  Mich.;  C.  A.  Rader,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Rapid  City,  Mich. 

NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  ft  Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clifton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  Q.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va.;  4th  Thursday  at 
Smithdeal  Hall,  Richmond,  Va.;  4th  Saturday 
night  in  Woodman's  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  . E. 
L.  Stratton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va.; 
W.  H.  Glenn,  Ass't  Gen'l  Chairman,  Garrison, 
Ky.;  G.  P.  Grogan,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ironton,  O. 

NO.  41,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.— Meets  ad  Saturday 
at  2:30  p.  m.,  4th  Saturday  at  7:30  p.  m.,  in 
K.  of  P.  Hall,  Lynch  Building,  120  South 
Salina  st.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  F.  Philp,  Chief 
Tel.,  109  W.  Fox  st,  Rome,  N.  Y.;  J.  B. 
Steele,  S.  & T.,  East  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

NO.  42. — Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  Gen’l  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  st., 
Marion,  O.;  W.  L.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Hammond,  Ind. 

NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  T.  Peebles,  Gen’l  Chairman,  315 
Kennedy  st.,  Winnipeg.  Man.;  Jas.  Ferguson, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  care  C.  N.  Ry.,  Port  Arthur, 
Ont. 

NO.  44,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.-Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22-24 
Harriman  av,  Jamaica,  N,  Y.;  J.  E.  Shields, 
Chief  Tel.,  2160  Fulton  st.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 
A.  A.  Leonard,  S.  ft  T.,  166  Union  Hall  st., 
Jamaica,  N.  Y. 

NO.  46,  SAVANNA,  ILL.— Meets  ad  Monday 
each  month  in  Woodman  Hall,  Savanna,  111. 


H.  H.  Miller,  Chief  Tel.,  Forrest  on,  IBL;  C V 
D.  Hartley,  S.  ft  T.,  Savanna,  111.  1 

NO.  47.  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.— Meets 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  B.  I. 

S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  N.  Camphel  | 
Chief  Tel.,  Bradalbane,  P.  E.  I.;  P.  W. 
Clarkin,  S.  ft  T.,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  L 

NO.  48. — Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  C.  F.  Sayre,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  Gen'l  S. 
ft  T.,  Jackson,  Ohio. 

NO.  49- — Division  covers  the  Denver  ft  Rio 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  ca3 
of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  Gen'l  Chairman.  J 
Salida,  Col.;  L.  H.  Woolsey,  Gent  S.  ft  T., 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  50,  PORTLAND,  ORE. — Meets  on  3d  Mob 
day  of  each  month  at  9 p.  m.,  at  Portland. 
Ore.;  A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  ft  T.,  169  E.  6th  st. 
Portland,  Ore. 

NO.  51. — Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  jd 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville.  ! 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  13,  at  Butler, 

Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  Trnes- 
dell,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O.;  I.  J.  Kiser, 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52,  PITTSBURG,  PA. — Meets  1st  and  jd 
Saturday  each  month  at  8 p*.  m.,  at  204  Fifth 
av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  C.  C.  McKalip,  Chief  Tel. 

21  Cortlandt  st.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  H.  T.  Me 
Guire,  Sec’y,  207  S.  Highland  av.,  Pittsburg 
Pa.;  S.  J.  Konenkampr,  Ass't  Sec'y,  *705  Jane 
st.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  W.  L.  Grubb,  Treas.,  8oj 
Franklin  st.,  Wilkinsburg  Station,  Pittsburg, 

Pa. 


NO.  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  PaciSc 
Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  E Davidson,  Gen'l  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal.;  D.  W.  Koppikus. 
Gen'l  S.  ft  T.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. 

NO.  54. — Division  covers  the  Northern  Pacffic 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  F.  A.  Brown,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Rathdrum,  Idaho;  H.  C.  Carlson,  Gen’l  & A 
T.,  Rathdrum,  Idaho. 

NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling,  Lake 
Erie  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  cal! 
of  Chairman.  J.  B Witherspoon,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Williston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  Gen'l  & 

& T.,  Jewett,  Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor,  Asst  Sec’y,  t 
Massilon,  Ohio. 


NO.  56,  WACO,  TEX. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  E.  E.  Ely,  S.  & t- 
Box  34,  McGregor,  Tex. 
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NO.  57. — Division  covers  the  Houston  A Texas 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 419  S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C. 
Morgan,  Gcn’l  S.  ft  T.,  1808  Edwards  st., 
Houston,  Tex. 

NO.  58,  WILMINGTON,  DEL.— Meets  3d  Tues- 
day evening,  3d  floor,  Western  Union  Build- 
ing, Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del. 
P.  Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  810  Walnut  st, 
Wilmington,  Del.;  W.  J.  Holton,  S.  ft  T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 

NO.  59. — Division  covers  the  Boston  ft  Maine 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  J.  B.  Bode,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Chel- 
sea, Mass.;  J.  B.  Bode,  acting  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Chelsea,  Mass. 

NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Meets  3d  Thurs- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  hall,  7*9 
Sixth  st  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L. 
Simcox,  Chief  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.;  J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  51 5 Third 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

NO.  61,  CAMPBELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th  Mon- 
day of  each  month  in  Engineers’  Hall,  Camp- 
bellton,  N.  B.  C.  A.  Atkinson,  Chief  Tel., 
Charlo  Station,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan,  S.  & 
T.,  Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B.— Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st,  Moncton,  N.  B.  J.  S.  Henderson, 
Chief  * Tel.,  Maccan,  N.  S.;  M.  McCarron,  S. 
ft  T.,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE.— Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Terminus  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  H.  O.  Hebert  Chief  Tel.,  Daveluy- 
ville,  Que.;  Thomas  Samson,  S.  ft  T.,  Chau* 
diere  Jet.,  Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  65,  GRAFTON,  W.  VA.— Meets  4th  Wednes- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  K.  of  P. 
Hall,  Main  st.,  Grafton,  W.  Va.  L.  G.  Gock- 
rell.  Chief  Tel.,  Tunnellton,  W.  Va.;  E.  F. 
Garity,  S.  ft  T.,  Box  54,  Grafton,  W.  Va. 

NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S.— Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  Inglis  st,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower  Stewi- 
acke,  N.  S.;  Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  ft  T.,  Spring 
Hill  Jet,  N.  S. 

NO.  67,  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  ra.,  O.  U.  A. 
M.  Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st,  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa.  S.  A.'  Warner,  Chief  Tel.,  Ashley,  Pa.; 
E.  E.  Evans,  S.  ft  T.,  12  So.  Welles  st., 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

NO.  68,  CUMBERLAND,  MD.— Meets  3d 

Wednesday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Me- 
chanics' Hall,  cor.  Baltimore  and  Liberty  sts., 
Cumberland,  Md.  W.  G.  Morris,  Chief  Tel., 


2 Polk  st,  Cumberland,  Md. ; W.  G.  Morris, 
Acting  S.  ft  T.,  Cumberland,  Md. 

NO.  69,  OGDEN,  UTAH.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
in  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  Johnson’s  Hall, 
Ogden,  Utah.  A.  D.  F.  Reynolds,  Chiet  Tel., 
care  Underwood  Typewriter  Agency,  Ogden, 
Utah;  C.  N.  Custead,  S.  & T.,  2061  Madison 
st.,  Ogden,  Utah. 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
J.  J.  Schetgen,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Box  106, 
Kalispell,  Mont;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Acting- Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  Teton,  Mont. 

NO.  71,  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA.— Meets  2d 

Saturday  in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m.,  in 
Clingman  Hall,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  L.  P.  Bal- 
linger, Chief  Tel,.  Lacey,  Iowa;  F.  H.  Mc- 
Carl,  S.  & T.,  Box  59,  Gilman,  Iowa. 

NO.  72,  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
cor.  7th  and  Edmond  sts.,  St  Joseph,  Mo. 
H.  E.  Trader,  Chief  Tel.,-  care  Swift  ft  Co., 
South  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S.  ft  T., 
Box  682,  St  Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73,  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA.— Meets  2d  Sat- 
urday of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th 
floor  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauch 
Chunk,  Pa.  J.  D.  Kuntz,  Chief  Tel.,  Mauch 
Chunk,  ra.;  Hon.  J.  N.  Weiler,  S.  ft  T.,  Lock 
Box  1 7,  E.  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

NO.  74.  ELIZABETH,  N.  J.— Meets  2d  Saturday, 
8:30  p.  m.,  each  month,  in  Telegraphers’  Hall, 
1041  E.  Grand  st.,  corner  Catherine  st,  Eliza- 
beth, N.  J.;  T.  H.  Fox,  Chief  Tel.,  119  Price 
st.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  H.  P.  Sebring,  S.  & T., 
mi#  Hampton  Place,  Elizabeth,  N J. 

NO.  75/  MACON,  GA. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  12  noon,  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  over 
McManus  Furniture  Store,  Cherry  st.,  Macon, 
Ga.;  M.  Burns,  Chief  Telegrapher,  Barnesville, 
Ga. ; T.  W.  Duffy,  Act’g  S.  & T.,  James,  Ga. 

NO.  76. — Division  covers  the  Chicago  & North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Jewell  Junction,  Iowa;  C.  a.  Ransom,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Roscoe,  111. 

NO.  77,  DENVER,  COL.— Meets  2d  Saturdaj 
evening  in  each  month  ,at  room  35,  Clut: 
Bldg.,  1731  Arapahoe  st,  Denver,  Col.  F. 
P.  Spratlcn,  Chief  Tel.,  2210  E.  13th  av.,  Den 
ver,  Col.;  W.  E.  Meyers,  S.  ft  T.,  1330  Broad 
way,  Denver,  Col. 

NO.  78,  ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Meets  at  8 p.  m.  2c 
and  4th  Wednesday  each  month,  at  Chancel 
lor’s  Hall,  67  and  69  South  Pearl  st,  3d  floor 
Albany,  N.  Y.  Wm.  M.  Brady,  Jr.,  Chief  Tel. 
68  N.  Hawk  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y.;  B.  M.  Nicholls 
S.  ft  T.,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 

NO.  79,  CORNWALL,  N.  Y.— Meets  7^0  p.  m. 
3d  Saturday  each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Hall 
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corner  Broadway  and  -Calder  at.,  Newburgh, 
N.  Y.,  at  y:ao  p.  m.  G.  E.  Lawson,  Chief 
Tel.,  Roseton,  N.  Y.;  H.  Q.  Ten  Eyck,  S.  ft 
T„  West  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

NO.  80. — Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  ft 
Navigation  Co.  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen‘1  S.  & T., 
Hepncr,  Ore. 

NO.  81. — Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  B.  A.  Beckenstein,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Woodland  Park,  Col.;  Guy  Sailing,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  208  Colorado  av.,  Colorado  City,  Colo. 

NO.  8a. — Division  covers  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna ft  Western  Railroad  System.  Meets 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E. 
Schu,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y.;  L. 
B.  Bennett,  Gen’l  Sec’y  & Treas.,  Wayland, 
N.  Y. 

NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  & Aroostook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden,  Me.;  B.  E.  Webber,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  Old  Town,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J. — Meets  ad  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.  at  Morgan’s  Hall,  4th  and  Market  sta., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Louis  A.  Page,  Chief  Tel., 
Palmyra,  N.  J.,  Box  aay;  W.  S.  Cafferty,  S. 
& T.,  28  West  Cedar  av.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J. — Meets  3d  Friday  at 
8 p.  m.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  at., 
Trenton,  N.  J.  Geo.  Q.  Eppehimer,  Chief  Tel., 
436  Tacony  st.,  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  & T.,  41  Wilkinson  Place, 
Trenton,  N.  J. 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  PA.— Meets  ad  Wednes- 
day at  10:15  m.,  and  4th  Wednesday  at 

7:30  p.  m.,  in  Lee  Buildings,  East  Twelfth  st, 
between  Eighth  and  Ninth  avs.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

/•  W.  McCoy,  Chief  Tel.,  Kipple,  Pa.;  Geo. 
D.  Dinges,  S.  ft  T.,  2105  4th  av.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87,  SCRANTON,  PA.— Meets  1st  Monday 
of  each  month,  114  Main  st.,  Jermyn,  Pa.; 
M.  D.  Moot,  Chief  TeL,  Miners  Mills,  Pa.; 
H.  J.  de  Graw,  S.  ft  T.,  Jermyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88.— Division  covers  the  Texas  ft  Pacific  Rail- 
way  System  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escudc,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.. 
Mansurs,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS.— Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month,  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Rathbone  Hall,  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  F.  G.  Robbins, 

C.  T.,  197  W.  Springfield  st.  Boston,  Mass.; 
W.  L.  Wright,  S.  ft  T.,  19a  Dartmouth  st., 
Boston,  Maas. 

NO.  90.  UTICA,  N.  Y.-Meets  3d  Wednesday 
each  month,  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Royal  Arcanum 
Hall,  Devereaux  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.  D.  D.  Ben- 


der. Chief  Tel.,  55  Miller  st,  Utica.  N.  Y.; 
C J.  Bruckert,  S.  ft  T.,  Frankfort,  N.  Y. 

NO.  91,  CHICAGO,  ILL.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Fridays  of  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  206  LaSalle 
st.,  corner  Adams  st..  Hall  “C,”  4th  floor, 
elevator  service,  Chicago,  III  C a Gibbs, 
Chief  TeL,  care  C.,  M.  ft  St.  P.  Ry„  Edge- 
water,  Chicago,  I1L;  E.  E.  Livesey,  S.  ft  T., 
1237  Newport  av.,  Chicago,  I1L 

NO.  9a.— Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
ft  Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C Dundon, 
Gen'l  Chairman,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y.;  O B. 
Britton,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  13#  S.  Mrinst. 
Dubois,  Pa. 

NO.  93. — Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dermody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Mounds,  111.;  E.  W.  Hill,  Asa’t  Gen’l  Chair 
man,  Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis,  Ass’t  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Areola,  Miss.;  R.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T..  Anna,  I1L 

NO.  94,  MERIDIAN,  MISS.— Meets  4th  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Woodman’s  Hall, 
Meridian,  Miss.  H.  C Mauldin,  Chief  TeL 
in  care  of  M.  ft  O.  Frt  Yard,  Mobile,  Ala.; 
R.  L.  Howell,  Acting  S.  ft  T.,  Catherine  at., 
and  South  Blair  ave..  Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Byergo,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Savannah,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T 
Pearl  City,  IU. 

NO.  97  — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  C Parser,  Jr.,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Nor- 
lina,  N.  C.;  J.  D.  Abbitt,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Hand- 
wm,  Va 

NO.  98,  JERSEY  SHORE,  PA.— Meets  third 
Wednesday  each  month  at  Jersey  Shot*  Jet, 
Pa.  J.  A.  Glennon,  Chief  TeL,  WaterviBe, 
Pa.;  A.  W.  Harris,  S.  ft  T.,  Castsnea,  Clinton, 
Co.,  Pa. 

NO.  99.  OSSINING,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
each  month  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Ossining,  N.  Y. 
A.  Lilly,  Chief  Tel.,  Croton  on  Hudson,  N. 
Y.;  E.  Neumuller,  S.  ft  T.,  1*6  Union  at. 
High  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  100,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.— Meets  jd  Mon- 
day each  month,  hall  corner  16th  ft  Penn  stn, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  R.  P.  Hoban,  Chief  TeL, 
533  Riverview  av.,  Kansas  City  Kan.;  G B. 
Casner,  S.  ft  T.,  435  W.  13th  st,  K™— 
City,  Mo. 

NO.  tot,  QUEBEC.— Meets  ist  Sunday  each 
month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet,  Qna^  and 
Shawinigan  Jet.,  Que.,  alternately;  E.  Paradis, 
Chief  TeL,  St.  Jacques,  Que.;  J.  G.  Sirois, 

S.  ft  T.,  Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  ioa,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  4th 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  4th  floor 
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front,  1415  Locust  ft.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Al- 
bert T.  S.  Miller,  Chief  TeL,  4238  Romain  st., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  J.  W.  Richman,  S.  & T., 
saoa  Fitxwater  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  103,  STELLARTON,  N.  S.— J.  J.  McLeod, 
Chief  Tel.,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.  N.  G.  Mun- 
ro,  S.  A T.,  Box  15a,  Stellarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  106,  LA  CROSSE;  WIS.— Meets  ad  and  4th 
Mondays  each  month  at  K.  of  P.  Hall,  7 15 
Rose  st.  North  La  Crosse,  Wis.  W.  N.  Up- 
ham,  Chief  Tel.,  West  Salem,  Wis.;  H.  A. 
Brown,  S.  A T.,  Box  35,  La  Crescent,  Minn. 

NO.  107,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.— Meets  ad 
and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in 
Dillon's  Hall,  corner  First  and  Washington 
a vs.,  south,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  S.  H.  Lester, 
Chief  TeL,  806  S.  6th  st,  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
J.  G.  Skarolid,  S.  A T.,  336  Warsaw  st,  St 
Paul,  Minn. 

NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y.— Meets  ad  Sunday 
each  month  at  n a.  m.,  in  G M.  B.  A.  Hall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  L.  D.  Jacobs,  Chief  Tel., 
Elkland,  Pa.;  D.  T.  Riley,  S.  A T.,  Addison, 
N.  Y. 

NO.  109.  MASON  CITY,  I A.— Meets  call  of 
Local  Chairman.  M.  M.  Corson,  Local  Chair- 
man, Postville,  la.;  C H.  Shultz,  Actg.  Chief 
Tel.,  Jackson  Jet,  Iowa.;  G.  H.  Worley,  S. 
A T.,  Monona,  la. 

NO.  no,  RENOVO,  PA. — Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St.  Clair  av.,  Renovo,  Pa.  Thos.  O.  Eddy, 
Chief  TeL,  St  Marys,  Pa.;  S.  G.  Me  El  wain,  S. 
A T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  hi,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Meets  ad  and 
4th  Saturday  evenings  each  month  at  Fra- 
ternity Hall,  ai6  Grand  av.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Alfred  A.  Schafer,  Chief  Tel.;  3039  Lisbon 
av.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Peter  T.  Phillips,  S.  A 
T.,  1 102  yi  Clyboum  st,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

NO.  1 12,  MADISON,  WIS.— H.  J.  Nelson,  Chief 
TeL,  care  W.  Madison  office,  C,  M.  A St  P., 
Madison,  Wis.;  J.  M.  Hayes,  S.  A T.,  518 
Wilson  st,  Madison,  Wis. 


Stuesser,  Gen'l  Chairman,  Allouez,  Mich.;  C 
G.  Kemp,  G.  S.  A T.,  Onota,  Mich. 

NO.  1 17,  SHAMOKIN,  PA.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Mahanoy,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at 
8 p.  m.,  months  February,  April,  June,  August, 
October  and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 
Hall,  Shamokin,  Pa. ; Geo.  Campbell,  Chief 
Tel.,  Shamokin,  Pa.;  William  E.  Quirk,  S.  A 
T.,  Locust  Gap,  Pa. 

NO.  1 1 8. — Division  covers  Toledo  A Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  A.  Frost,  Gen'l  S.  A T., 
Alexandria,  Ohio. 

NO.  xi 9. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  St 
Paul  A Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O. 

R.  Hatton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brooten,  Minn.; 

F.  C.  Paine,  Gen'l  S.  A T.,  No.  Crandon,  Wis. 

NO.  1 ao. — Division  covers  Lake  Erie  A Western 
Ry.  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  General  Chairman, 
Kempton,  In<L;  E.  E.  Wilson,  General  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  Noblesville,  Ind. 

NO.  1 si. — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  R.  A.  Douglas,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Lake 
Villa,  11L;  Geo.  Collins,  Gen'l  S.  A T.,  Box 
36a,  Hurley,  Wis. 

NO.  laa,  CHESTER,  ILL. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Saturday  nights,  each  month.  Odd  Fellows* 
Building,  Chester,  I1L  Don  Davis,  Chief  TeL, 
Pinckneyville,  111.;  C E.  Robertson,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Chester,  111. 

NO.  123. — Division  covers  Minneapolis  A St 

Louis  Ry.  System.  E.  J.  Nemec,  Gen'l  Chair- 
man, Forest  City,  Iowa;  H.  G Yutzy,  Gen’l 

S.  A T.,  Humboldt,  la. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  A West 
Texas  Railway  System.  G A.  Bryan,  Gen'l 
Chairman,  Garrison,  Texas;  W.  E.  Oxsheer, 
Gen'l  S.  A T.,  Joaquin,  Texas. 

NO.  125  — FREDERICKSBURG.  VA.— Meets  ad  " 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
10th  and  C sts.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  W.  T. 
Thompson,  Chief  TeL,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  S. 

R.  Gentry,  S.  A T.,  care  G B.  Cockrell,  Alex- 
andria, Va. 


NO.  1 13,  ABERDEEN,  S.  D.— W.  P.  Jackson, 
Chief  TeL,  Wauboy,  S.  D.;  F.  A.  Finch,  S. 
A T.,  Evarts,  S.  D. 

NO.  1 14,  PERRY,  IOWA.— Meets  3d  Monday 
each  month,  1:30  p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Perry, 
Iowa.  G.  E.  Soyster,  Chief  TeL,  Yorkshire, 
Iowa;  L.  B.  Kinne,  S.  A T.,  Perry,  Iowa. 

NO.  ns,  CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA.— Meets  ad 
Wednesday  each  month,  7:30  p.  m.,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  F.  N.  Rath  bun,  C.  T.,  Martelle, 
la.;  J.  G Arthur,  S.  A T.,  Box  175,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

NO.  xi 6. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  A Atlantic  Railway  System.  E.  J. 


NO.  126. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
A Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart, 
General  Chairman,  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  E. 
Schooler,  Gen'l  S.  A T.,  Marseilles,  IU. 

NO.  127,  VIRGINIA,  MINN.— J.  P.  Tonolli, 
Chief  Tel.,  Mountain  Iron,  Minn.;  W.  W. 
Woodward,  S.  A T.,  Albora,  Minn. 


NO.  148. — Division  covers  San  Antonio  and 
Aransas  Pass  Railway  System.  A.  J.  Parnell, 
Gen'l  Chairman,  Flatonia,  Tex.;  F.  L.  Skinner, 
Gen’l  S.  A T.,  Cuero,  Tex. 


NO.  129. — Division  covers  Lake  Shore  A Michigan 
Southern  Railway  System.  A.  T.  Sill,  Gen'l 
Chairman,  Ashtabula,  O.;  J.  L.  Kope,  Gen'l 
S.  A T..  Delta,  Ohio. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


NO.  130. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  System.;  W.  A.  Henry,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Ravenna,  Neb. 

NO.  131. — Division  covers  Colorado  & Southern 
Railway  System.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 710  Cooper  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo.;  H.  M. 
Stamp,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Walsenburg,  Colo. 

NO.  13a. — Division  covers  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railway  System.  J.  H.  Williams,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Timmonsville,  S.  C. ; F.  J.  Powers,  GenM 
S.  & T.,  138  W.  Bay  st.,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

NO.  133— SYDNEY,  N.  S.  R.  Jackson,  Chief 
Tel.,  North  Sydney,  N.  S.;  M.  D.  E.  Me- 
Keigan,  S & T.,  Leitches  Creek,  C.  B.,  N.  S. 

NO.  134,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Meets  3d 
Sunday  each  month  at  112  W.  Bay  st.,  Rogers' 
Dancing  Academy,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  L.  R. 
Funderburk,  Chief  Tel.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  W.  E.  Stephens,  S.  & T.,  Box  481,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 


NO.  135,  OLEAN,  N.  Y.— Meets  third  SattJ 
evening  each  month  at  Elks'  Hall,  comer  l't*| 
and  State  Streets,  Olean,  N.  Y.  M.  E Cx‘ 
nors.  Chief  Tel.,  Cuba,  N.  Y.;  W.  J.  Mcul 
tan,  S.  ft  T.,  441  N.  First  st.,  Olean,  X.  Y. 

NO.  136,  READING,  PA.— Meets  third  Satr-- 
of  each  month.  Chas.  L.  Nies,  Chief  Tt_ 
104  Douglas  st.,  Reading,  Pa.;  C F.  Fare 
S.  ft  T.,  iao  W.  Oley  ct.,  Reading,  Pi 

NO.  137. — Division  covers  El  Paso  & Northc!*-: 
Railway  System.  (Officers  being  elected) 

NO.  138. — Division  covers  C.  C-  C.  & St  L R- 
way  System.  (Officers  being  elected.) 

NO.  139,  NORTH  ADAMS.  MASS.— Meet-  -- 
second  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Odd  Fe  • 
Hall.  North  Adams,  Mass.  H.  S.  St:.^ 
Chief  Telegrapher,  Greenfield,  Mass;  G ’ 
Johnson,  Secretary  and  't  reasurer.  Eagle b: - 
N.  Y. 
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MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT 


Assessment  No.  59  Is  due  on  FEBRUARY  I,  1904.  Time  for  papent  expires  MARCH,  31, 1904. 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 


On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 20  cents  each. 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 30  cents  each. 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 60  cents  each. 


BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  JANUARY,  1904. 


Claim. 

No.  Name. 

Cause. 

Div. 

Cert. 

No. 

Series. 

Amt. 

169  . I.  J.  Knox 

. Angina  Pectoris 

25  . 

. 1350  . 

. c . 

$1,000 

172  . L.  H.  Hazleton  . . . 

. Dropsy  .... 

93  . 

. 9469  . 

. A . 

. 300 

181  . Wm.  G.  Long  .... 

. Accident  . . . 

32  . 

. 3409  . 

. A . 

. 300 

182  . Jno.  E.  Armentrout  . 

. Typhoid  Fever . 

40  . 

. 7775  . 

. B . 

500 

183  . Jno.  C.  Bodman  . . . 

. Chronic  Gastritis 

6 . 

. 6791  . 

. B . 

500 

184  . Bessie  Cuthbert  . . . 

. Typhoid  Fever  . 

126  . 

. 7042  . 

. C . 

. 1,000 

186  . J.  A.  Gooden  . . . . 

. Gastritis  . . . 

79  . 

. 7164  . 

. A . 

300 

188  . Jno.  T.  McCullough  . 

. Septicemia  . . 

31  . 

. 1365  . 

. C . 

. 1,000 

189  . Geo.  W.  Colby  . . . 

. Apoplexy  . . . 

93  . 

. 9989  . 

. C . 

. 1,000 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  December  31,  1903  ....  $191,341  18 
Received  on  Assessment  Account,  January,  1904  . 17,725  95 

$209,067  13 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Death  Claims  paid  to  December  31,  1903  . . $104,300  00 

Death  Claims  paid  in  January 5,900  00 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 376  94 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 65  35 

Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  January  31,  1904  . . . 98,424  84 


$209,067  13 


L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 
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OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY. 

General  Offices,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


H.  B.  Perham. 
J.  A.  Newman 


GRAND  OFFICERS. 

President.  L.  W.  Quick Grand  Secretary 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

First  Vice-President.  T.  M.  Pierson Second 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


D.  Campbell Third  Vice-President. 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 


and  Treasurer 
Vice-President. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  Col.  C.  E.  Layman,  Troutville,  Va. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretary),  169  East  6th  St.,  Port-  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

land,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  1702  Nofth  52nd  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 


ADVERTISING. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  be  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION — Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
H.  B.  Perham,  President,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  C.  W.  LaRoy,  Actg.  Gen’l  S.  Sc  T.,  Hunts- 
ville, Out.;  D.  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  769 
King  St.,  London,  Ont. 

NO.  2,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. — Meets  1st  and  3d  Thurs- 
day each  month,  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Druid’s  Hall,  9th 
& Market  sts.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  L.  W.  Quick, 
Chief  Telegrapher,  Room  918  Fullerton  Building, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  F.  J.  Bick,  S.  & T.,  918  Fuller- 
ton Building,  .St.  Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  3,  HARRISBURG,  PA— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  in  Mauk’s  Hall,  corner  6th  and  Kel- 
ler sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some  point  on 
Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thursday  evening 
each  month,  7 p.  m.  G.  W.  Meyers,  Chief  Tel., 
Newport,  Pa.;  S.  D.  Howard,  S.  & T.,  642  Cal- 
der  st.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

NO.  4,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st  Sat- 
urday at  8 p.  m.,  at  room  A,  Odd  Fellows’  Tem- 
ple, Broad  and  Cherry  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wilson  G.  Bucher,  Chief  Tel.,  5228  Harlan  st., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  W.  C.  Frazier,  S.  & T.,  5529 
Thompson  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5. — Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  Southern 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. H.  L.  Carter,  Gen’l  Chairman,  2404  Gui- 
notte  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H.  Williams. 
Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  D. 
C.  Leach,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Junction  City,  Elan.; 
A.  B.  Haines,  Gen’l  S.  9c  T.,  Room  39  Union 
Depot,  Denver,  Col. 

NO.  7. — Division  cover  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail 
road  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68  Melbourne 
av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont.;  P.  D.  Hamel,  Ass’t 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Blue  Bonnets,  P.  Q. 

NO.  8,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  8:30  p.  m.,  in 
Fireman’s  Hall,  198  Seneca  st.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.; 
E.  Joseph,  Chief  Tel.,  330  Spring  st.,  Buffalo,  N. 
Y. ; O.  A.  Siehl,  S.  Sc  T.,  25  Marion  st..  North 
Tona wanda,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9,  NORTH  VERNON,  IND.— Meets  3d  Sat 
urday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  & L of 
H.  Hall,  Fifth  st.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  E.  W. 
Chance,  Chief  Tel.,  Cold  Springs,  Ind.;  J.  E. 
Hudson,  S.  8c  T.,  Hayden,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Sunday 
at  2 p.  m.  to  12  midnight,  at  103  Montgomery 
st.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  D.  A.  Hanrahan,  Chief 
Tel.,  280  St.  Paul’s  av.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.;  J.  H. 
Kelling,  S.  & T.,  232  6th  st.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 

NO.  11,  OLD  TOWN,  MAINE.— Meets  4th  Satur 
day  each  month  at  Mechanics’  Hall,  94  Main  st. 
7:30  p.  m.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates,  Chief 
Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A Brackett,  S.  9c  T.. 
32  Coombe  st.,  Bangor,  Me. 

NO.  12,  BELPRE,  OHIO.— Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month,  at  O.  R.  C Hall,  Chilli 
cothe,  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel.,  79a  E- 
Main  at.,  Chillicothe,  O.;  T.  P.  Costello,  S.  8 
T.,  L.  Box  186,  Belpre,  O. 
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NO.  14- — Division*  covers  the  Norfolk  ft  Western 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chair- 
man. C.  E.  Layman,  GenT  Chairman,  Trout- 
ville,  Va.;  T.  H.  Lankford,  Gen’l  S.  & T.f  P.  O. 
Box  ii,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15,  OTTAWA,  ONT. — Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont.  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexandria, 
Ont.;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  & T.  Maxville,  Ont.  Jos. 
Corbett,  Legislative  Representative,  208  Daly 
av.,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  V.  J.  Mongeau,  Local  Organ- 
izer, Scotia,  Out.  Supplementary  meetings  held 
Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each  month. 

NO.  16. — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  McFadden,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Owosso, 
Mich.;  J.  H.  Staley,  GenT  S.  ft  T.,  Falls  View, 
Ont 


NO.  17,  BALTIMORE,  MD. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Q.  A.  Geise, 
Chief  Tel.,  Union  Station,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Hor- 
ace W.  Lair,  S.  & T.,  2 018  Harlem  av.,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

NO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
& St.  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  GenT  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut,  Ohio;  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
GenT  S.  & T.,  69  Yonkers  st,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  19.  FORT  WORTH,  TEX.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Monday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  R.  M.  Purcell, 
Chief  Tel.,  1308  Main  st.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.; 
B.  H.  Green,  S.  & T.,  315  E.  Weatherford  st, 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

NO.  20,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.— Meets  ad 
Saturday  of  eaoh  month  at  8 p.  m.,  and  last 
Thursday  at  9:30  a.  m.,  at  Select  Knights*  Hall, 
22  Webster  st.,  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.  Joseph 
Mann,  Chief  Tel.,  51  Adams  st.,  Tonawanda, 
N.  Y.;  F.  A.  Retallack,  S.  & T.,  934  So.  av., 
Sta.  A,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

NO.  21. — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton 
& Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  John  G.  Wenk,  GenT  Chair- 
man, Glendale,  Ohio;  A.  C.  Bushwaw,  GenT  S. 
& T.,  438  So.  Cincinnati  st.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

NO.  22. — Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  G.  W.  Wooley,  GenT  Chairman, 
Temple,  Tex. ; Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst.  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T. ; R.  J.  Clark,  GenT 
S.  & T.,  Taylor,  Tex. 

NO.  24,  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.— Meets  1st  Tues- 
day  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hall,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  N.  F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 
Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponsler,  S.  & T.,  935  Erie  av.,  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

NO.  25. — Division  covers  the  International  ft 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 


^ to  call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Troupe,  Tex.;  C.  W.  Runge,  GenT  S.  & T., 
Overton,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Monday 
at  8 p.  m.  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  and  8 p. 
m.  of  each  month,  at  142  W.  125th  st.,  New 
York.  M.  G.  Wooley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th  st.  and 
8th  av.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry. ; T.  F. 
Noon,  S.  ft  T.,  1499  Lexington  av.,  New  York. 

NO.  27.— WATERTOWN,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Tues- 
day each  month,  at  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbia  Hall,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
F.  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Tel.,  18  Lansing  st.,  Wa- 
tertown, N.  Y.;  H.  F.  North,  S.  & T.,  2 Wal- 
tham st.,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  E.  Vivero,  GenT  Chairman, 
Allende,  Coah,  Mex.;  S.  W.  Rasor,  GenT  S.  & 
T.,  Canatlan,  Durango,  Mex. 

NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  1st  Fri- 
day each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
E.  J.  Manion,  Chief  Tel.,  537  Howard  av.,  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack,  S.  ft  T.,  93 
Main  st.,  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall.  n.  w.  cor.  13th 
and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Jas.  Hutton, 
Chief  Tel.,  1489  N.  53d  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
J.  A.  Quinn,  S.  ft  T.,  3865  Reno  st.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  GenT  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st..  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Holman, 
GenT  S.  & T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  av.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 


NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St.  Louis  ft  San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  GenT  Chair- 
man, Lamar,  Mo.;  L.  L.  Snoddy,  GenT  S.  ft  T., 
Bois  D’Arc,  Mo. 

NO.  33. — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  ft  Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Van  Atta,  GenT  Chairman, 
16  1-2  W.  Main  st.,  Newark,  Ohio;  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  GenT  S.  ft  T.,  ion  Trenton  place,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

NO.  34,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Thurs- 
day at  9 a.  m.  and  4th  Thursday  at  8 p.  m., 
Schlitzer  Hall,  137  Clinton  av.,  north,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.;  Jas.  E.  Martin,  Chief  Tel.,  P.  O. 
box  298,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y.;  Fred  B.  Huff, 
S.  & T.,  16  O’Neil  st.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  in  Elks*  Hall,  over  Keith’s 
Theatre, Westminster  st.,  Providence,  R.  I.  Geo. 
E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st..  Auburn, 
R.  I.,  R.  M.  Hatton,  S.  ft  T.,  399  1-2  Welling- 
ton av..  Auburn,  R.  I. 
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NO.  37.  new  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Fri- 
day  evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m.,  Bank’s^ 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  A. 
C.  Langdon,  Chief.  Tel.,  11  Morris  st.,  -New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y. ; Eugene  Murphy,  S.  & T.,  7 
May  st.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

NO.  39. — Division  covers  the  Pere  Marquette  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
A.  A.  Watson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brighton,  Mich.; 

C.  A.  Rader,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Rapid  City,  Mich. 

NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clifton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va. ; 4th  Thursday  at  Smith- 
deal  Hall,  Richmond,  Va. ; 4th  Saturday  night 
in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  E.  L.  Strat- 
ton, Gen’l  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va. ; W.  H. 
Glenn,  Ass't  Gcn’l  Chairman,  Garrison,  Ky. ; G. 
P.  Grogan,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Ironton,  O. 

NO.  41,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. — Meets  ad  Saturday 
at  2:30  p.  m.,  4th  Saturday  at  7:30  p.  m.,  in 
K.  of  P.  Hall,  Lynch  Building,  120  S.  Salina 
st.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  F.  Philp,  Chief  Tel.,  109 
W.  Fox  st.,  Rome,  N.  Y.;  J.  B.  Steele,  S.  k T., 
East  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

NO.  42. — Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  Gen’l  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  st., 
Marion,  O. ; W.  L.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
F.  T.  Peebles,  Gen’l  Chairman,  315  Kennedy  st., 
Winnipeg,  Man.;  Jas.  Ferguson,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
care  C.  N.  Ry.,  PortArthur,  Ont. 

NO.  44.  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22-24 
Harriman  av.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y. ; J.  E.  Shields, 
Chief  Tel.,  2160  Fulton  st.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
A.  A.  Leonard,  S.  & T.,  166  Union  Ilall  st., 
Jamaica,  N.  Y. 

NO.  46,  SAVANNA,  ILL.— Meets  2J  Monday 
each  month  in  Woodman  Hall,  Savanna,  111. 
H.  H.  Miller,  Chief  Tel.,  Forreston,  111.;  C. 

D.  Hartley,  S.  & T.,  Savanna,  111. 

NO.  4 7,  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.— Meets 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  B.  I. 
S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  N.  Campbell, 
Chief  Tel.,  Bradalbane,  P.  E.  I.;  P.  W.  Clarkin, 
S.  & T.,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

NO.  48. — Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. C.  F.  Sayre,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jack 
son,  Ohio. 

NO.  49.  — Division  covers  the  Denver  & Rio 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 


of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Salida,  Col.;  L.  H.  Woolsey,  Gen’l  S.  k T., 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  50,  PORTLAND,  ORE. — Meets  on  3d  Mim- 
day  of  each  month  at  9 p.  m.,  at  Portland.  Ore.: 
A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  & T.,  169  E.  6th  st.,  Portland, 
Ore. 

NO.  51. — Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Ene 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  3d 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  13,  at  Butler, 
Pa.;  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  Trues- 
dell,  Gcn’l  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O. ; I.  J.  Kiser, 
Gen’l  S.  &’  T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52.  PITTSBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Saturdays  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  204  Fiftb 
av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  C.  C.  McKalip,  Chief  Tel, 
21  Cortland  st.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  H.  T.  McGuire, 
Sec’y,  207  S.  Highland  av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  S. 
J.  Konenkamp,  Ass’t  Sec’y,  2705  Jane  st.,  Pitts 
burg,  Pa.;  W.  L.  Grubb,  Treas.  803  Franklin 
st.,  Wilkinsburg  Station,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

NO.  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  W.  E.  Davidson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal.;  D.  W.  Koppikus, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. 

NO.  54. — Division  covers  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  F.  A.  Brown,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Ratbdrmn, 
Idaho;  H.  C.  Carlson,  Gen’l  S.  k T.,  Rathdrum. 
Idaho. 

NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling,  Lake  Enc 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  J.  B.  Witherspoon,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Wtl 
liston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jew 
ett.  Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor,  Ass’t  Sec’y,  Massil 
Ion,  Ohio. 

NO.  56,  WACO,  1EX. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  E.  E.  Ely,  S.  k T., 
Box  34,  McGregor,  Tex. 

NO.  57. — Division  covers  the  Houston  & Texa* 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  cad 
of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  Gen’l  Chairman,  41Q 
S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C Morgan. 
Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  1808  Edwards  st.,  Houston,  Tex. 

NO.  58,  WILMINGTON,  DEL.— Meets  3d  Tues 
day  evening,  3d  floor.  Western  Union  Building. 
Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del.  P- 
Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  810  Walnut  st.,  Wil- 
mington, Del.;  W.  J.  Holton,  S.  & T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 

NO.  59. — Division  covers  the  Boston  k Maine 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  J.  B.  Bode,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Chel- 
sea, Mass.;  J.  B.  Bode,  acting  Gcn’l  S.  4 T. 
Chelsea,  Mas*, 
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NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C— Metts  3d  Thurs- 
day  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  hall,  719  6th 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L.  Simcox, 
Chief  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  515  3d  st.  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

NO.  61,  CAMPBELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th 
Monday  of  each  month  in  Engineers’  Hall, 
Campbellton,  N.  B.  C.  A.*  Atkinson,  Chief  Te!., 
Charlo  Station,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan,  S.  ft  T., 
Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B.— Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  eaoh  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st.,  Moncton,  N.  B.  J.  S.  Henderson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Maccan,  N.  S.;  M.  McCarron,  S.  & 
T.,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE. — Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Terminus  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  H.  O.  Hebert,  Chief  Tel.,  Daveluyville, 
Que. ; Thomas  Samson,  S.  & T.,  Chaudiere  Jet., 
Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  65,  GRAFTON,  W.  V A.— Meets  4th  Wednes- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
Main  st,  Grafton,  W.  Va.  L.  G.  Gockrell, 
Chief  TeL,  Tunnellton,  W.  Va.;  E.  F.  Garity, 
S.  & T.,  Box  54,  Grafton,  W.  Va. 

NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S. — Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  Inglis  st.,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower  Stewiacke, 
N.  S.;  Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  ft  T.,  Spring  Hill 
Jet.,  N.  S. 

NO.  67,  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  O.  U.  A.  M. 
Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
S.  A.  Warner,  Chief  Tel.,  Ashley  Pa.;  E.  E. 
Evans,  S.  ft  T.,  12  S.  Welles  st,  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. 

NO.  68.  CUMBERLAND,  MD.— Meets  3d 
W'edncsday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Me- 
chanics’ Hall,  cor.  Baltimore  and  Liberty  sts, 
Cumberland,  Md.  W.  G.  Morris,  Chief  Tel., 
2 Polk  st.,  Cumberland,  Md. ; W.  G.  Morris, 
Acting  S.  & T.,  Cumberland,  Md. 

NO.  69,  OGDEN,  UTAH.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
in  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  Johnson’s  Hall, 
Ogden,  Utah.  A.  D.  F.  Reynolds,  Chief  Tel., 
care  Underwood  Typewriter  Agency,  Ogden, 
Utah;  C.  N.  Custead,  S.  ft  T.,  2061  Madison 
st.,  Ogden,  Utah. 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  J. 
J.  Schetgen,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Box  106,  Kalis- 
pell,  Mont;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Te- 
ton, Mont. 


NO.  72,  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. — Meets  4th  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  612  Edmond  st., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.  H.  E.  Trader,  Chief  Tel.,  New 
Cambria,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S.  & T.,  Box  682, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73,  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th  floor 
Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Pa.  J.  D.  Kuntz,  Chief  Tel.,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Pa.;  Hon.  J.  N.  .Weiler,  S.  ft  T.,  Lock  Box  17, 
E.  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

NO.  74,  ELIZABETH,  N.  J. — Meets  2d  Saturday, 
8:30  p.  m.,  each  month,  in  Telegraphers’  Hall, 
1041  E.  Grand  st.,  cor.  Catherine  st.,  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. ; T.  H.  Fox,  Chief  Tel.,  119  Price  st., 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. ; H.  P.  Sebring,  S.  ft  T.,  1 1 1 1 
Hampton  pi.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

NO.  75,  MACON,  GA. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  12  noon,  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  over 
McManus  Furniture  Store,  Cherry  st.,  Macon, 
Ga. ; M.  Burns,  Chief  Tel.,  Barnesville,  Ga. ; 
T.  W.  Duffy,  Acting  S.  ft  T.,  James,  Ga. 

NO.  76. — Division  covers  the  Chicago  & North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Jewell 
Junction,  Iowa;  C.  A.  Ransom,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Roscoe,  111. 

NO.  77,  DENVER,  COL. — Meets  2d  Saturday 
evening  in  each  month  at  room  35,  Club  Bldg., 
1731  Arapahoe  st,  Denver,  Col.  F.  P.  Spratlen, 
Chief  Tel.,  2210  E.  13th  av.,  Denver,  Col.;  W. 
E.  Meyers,  S.  & T.,  Room  39,  Union  Depot, 
Denver,  Col. 

NO.  78,  ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
each  month,  at  7:30  p.  m.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall, 
82  S.  Pearl  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  Wm.  M.  Brady, 
Jr.,  Chief  Tel.,  68  N.  Hawk  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y. ; 
B.  M.  Nicholls,  S.  & T.,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 

NO.  79,  CORNWALL,  N.  Y. — Meets  3d  Satur- 
day each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  cor.  Broad- 
way and  Calder  st.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  at  7:20 
p.  m.  W.  F.  Decker,  Chief  Tel.,  Stony  Point, 
N.  Y.;  G.  R.  Atkins,  S.  ft  T.,  care  W.  S.  Ry., 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

NO.  80.— Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  & 
Navigation  Co.  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen'l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Hepncr,  Ore. 

NO.  81. — Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
Chairman.  B.  A.  Beckenstein,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Woodland  Park,  Col.;  Guy  Sailing,  Gen’l  S. 

& T.,  208  Colorado  av.,  Colorado  City,  Colo. 


NO.  7r,  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m.,  in  Clingman 
Hall,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  L.  P.  Ballinger,  Chief 
Tel.,  Lacey,  Iowa;  F.  H.  McCarl,  S.  & T.,  Box 
59,  Gilman,  Iowa. 


NO.  82. — Division  covers  the  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  System.  Meets  sub- 
• ject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E.  Schu, 
Gen'l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y. ; L.  B.  Ben- 
nett, Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Wayland,  N.  Y. 
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NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  & Aroostook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden,  Me.;  B.  E.  Webber,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Old  Town,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J. — Meets  2d  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.  at  Morgan’s  Hall,  4th  and  Market  sts., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Louis  A.  Page,  Chief  Tel.,  Pal- 
myra, N.  J.,  Box  227;  W.  S.  Cafferty,  S.  ft  T., 
28  West  Cedar  av.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Friday  at 
8 p.  m.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  st., 
Trenton,  N.  J.  Geo.  Q.  Eppeheimer,  Chief  Tel., 
436  Tacony  st.,  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  & T.,  41  Wilkinson  pi.,  Tren- 
ton, N.  J.  # 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  PA.— Meets  ad  Wednesday 
at  10:15  a.  m.,  and  4th  Wednesday  at  7:30  p. 
m.,  in  Lee  Bldg.,  E.  12th  st,  between  8th  and 
9th  avs.,  Altoona,  Pa.  J.  W.  McCoy,  Chief 
Tel.,  Kipple,  Pa.;  Geo.  D.  Dinges,  S.  ft  T.,  2105 
4th  av.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87,  SCRANTON,  PA. — Meets  1st  Monday 
of  each  month,  114  Main  st!,  Jermyn,  Pa.;  M. 
D.  Moot,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’  Mins,  .Pa. ; H.  D. 
Pfoor,  S.  ft  T.,  Jermyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88. — Division  covers  the  Texas  ft  Pacific  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escude,  Gen'l  S.  ft  T., 
Mansura,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS.— Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month,  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Rathbone  Hall,  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  F.  G.  Robbins, 
C.  T.,  197  W.  Springfield  st.,  Boston,  Mass.; 
W.  L.  Wright,  S.  & T.,  19a  Dartmouth  st., 
Boston,  Mass. 

NO.  90,  UTICA,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Wednesday 
each  month,  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Royal  Arcanum  Hall, 
Devereaux  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.  D.  D.  Bender, 
Chief  Tel.,  55  Miller  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.;  C.  J. 
Bruckert,  S.  & T.,  Frankfort,  N.  Y. 

NO.  91,  CHICAGO,  ILL.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Fri- 
days of  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  206  LaSalle  st., 
cor.  Adams  st,  * Hall  "C,”  4th  floor,  elevator 
service,  Chicago,  111.  C.  G.  Gibbs,  Chief  Tel., 
care  C.,  M.  ft  St  P.  Ry.,  Edge  water,  Chicago, 
111.;  E.  E.  Livezey,  S.  & T.,  1237  Newport  sv., 
Chicago,  111. 

NO.  92. — Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  ft 
Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C Dundon,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y. ; O.  B.  Britton, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  13#  S.  Main  st.,  Dubois,  Pa. 

NO.  93-- Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dermody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Mounds,  111.;  E.  W.  Hill,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman, 


Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Areola,  Miss.;  R.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l  S 
ft  T..  Anna,  111. 

NO.  94.  MERIDIAN,  MISS.— Meets  4U1  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Me- 
ridian, Miss.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  Chief  Tel.,  in  care 
of  M.  & O.  frt  yard.  Mobile,  Ala.;  R L.  How- 
ell, Acting  S.  ft  T.,  Catherine  st  and  S.  Blair 
av.,  Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
an.  E.  N.  Byergo,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Savannah, 
Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Pearl  City,  I1L 

NO.  97. — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  C.  Parker,  Jr.,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Nor- 
lina,  N.  C.;  J.  D.  Abbitt,  Gen’l  S.  & T..  Hand 
50 m,  Va. 

NO.  98,  JERSEY  SHORE,  PA.— Meet*  3d 
Wednesday  each  month  at  Jersey  Shore  Jet.  Pa 
J.  A.  Glennon,  Chief  Tel.,  Waterville,  Pa.;  A. 
W.  Harris,  S.  ft  T.,  Castanea,  Clinton,  Co.,  Pa 

NO.  99,  OSSINING,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
each  month  in  G.  A.  R Hall,  Ossining,  N.  Y. 
A.  Lilly,  Chief  TeL,  Croton  on  Hudson,  N.  Y. ; 
E.  Neumuller,  S.  ft  T.,  126  Union  st.  High 
Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  100,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.— Meets  3d  Mon 
day  each  month,  hall  cor.  16th  ft  Penn  sts.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  P.  R Hoban,  Chief  Tel.,  533 
Riverview  av.,  Kansas  City,  Kan.;  C.  B.  Cas- 
ner,  S.  ft  T.,  435  W.  13th  st,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NO.  101,  QUEBEC. — Meets  1st  Sunday  each 
month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet,  Que.,  and  Shaw- 
inigan  Jet.,  Que.,  alternately;  E.  Paradis,  Chief 
Tel.,  St.  Jacques,  Que.;  J.  G.  Sirpis,  S.  ft  T., 
Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  102,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  4th 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  4th  floor 
front,  1415  Locust  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Albert 
T.  S.  Miller,  Chief  Tel.,  4238  Romain  st,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.;  J.  W.  Rkhman,  S.  ft  T.,  2202 
Fitzwater  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  103,  STELLARTON,  N.  S.— J.  J.  McLeod, 
Chief  Tel.,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.  N.  G.  Mun- 
ro,  S.  ft  T.,  Box  152,  Stellarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  106,  LA  CROSSE,  WIS.— Meets  ad  and  4th 
Mondays  each  month  at  K.  of  P.  Hall,  715  Rose 
st.,  North  La  Crosse,  Wis.  W.  N.  Upham, 
Chief  Tel.,  West  Salem,  Wis.;  H.  A.  Brown. 
S.  ft  T.,  Box  35,  La  Crescent,  Minn. 

NO.  107,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.— Meets  ad 
and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in 
Dillon’s  Hall,  cor.  1st  and  Washington  av*.. 
south,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  S.  H.  Lester,  Chief 
Tel.,  806  S.  6th  st.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  M.  J. 
Barrett,  S.  ft  T.,  2510  30th  av.,  S.,  Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. 
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NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y. — Meets  ad  Sunday 
each  month  at  n a.  m.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  L.  D.  Jacobs,  Chief  Tel.,  Elk- 
land,  Pa.;  D.  T.  Riley,  S.  & T.,  Addison,  N.  Y. 


NO.  120. — Division  covers  Lake  Erie  & Western 
Railway  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kempton,  Ind.;  E.  E.  Wilson,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Noblesville,  Ind. 


NO.  109,  MASON  CITY,  IA.— Meets  call  of  Lo- 
cal Chairman.  M.  M.  Corson,  Local  Chairman, 
Postville,  la.;  C.  H,  Schulz,  Acting  Chief  TeL, 
Jackson  Jet,  Iowa;  G.  H.  Worley,  S.  & T., 
Monona,  la. 

NO.  110,  RENOVO,  PA. — Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows*  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St  Clair  av.,  Renovo,  Pa.  Thos.  O.  Eddy, 
Chief  Tel.,  St.  Marys,  Pa.;  S.  G.  McElwain,  S. 
& T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  hi,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Meets  2d  and 
4th  Saturday  evenings  each  month  at  Fraternity 
Hall,  216  Grand  av.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Alfred 
A.  Schaefer,  Chief  Tel.,  3029'  Lisbon  av.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.;  Peter  T.  Phillips,  S.  & T.,  110254 
Cl y bourn  st.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

NO.  1 1 2,  MADISON,  WIS.— H.  J.  Nelson,  Chief 
Tel.,  care  W.  Madison  office,  C.,  M.  & St.  P., 
Madison,  Wis.;  J.  M.  Hayes,  S.  & T.,  518  Wil- 
son st.,  Madison,  Wis. 

NO.  1 13,  ABERDEEN,  S.  D.— W.  P.  Jackson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Wauboy,  S.  D.;  F.  A.  Finch,  S. 
& T.,  Evarts,  S.  D. 

NO.  1 14,  PERRY,  IOWA.— Meets  3d  Monday 
each  month,  1:30  p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Perry, 
Iowa.  G.  E.  Soyster,  Chief  Tel.,  Yorkshire, 
Iowa;  L.  B.  Kinne,  S.  & T.,  Perry,  Iowa. 

NO.  ns,  CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA.— Meets  2d 
Wednesday  each  month,  7:30  p.  m.,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  F.  N.  Ratbbun,  C.  T.,  Martelle, 
la.;  J.  C.  Arthur,  S.  & T.,  Box  175,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

NO.  1 1 6. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  & Atlantic  Railway  System.  E.  J.  Stues- 
ser,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Allouez,  Mich. ; C.  G. 
Kemp,  G.  S.  & T.‘,  Onota,  Mich. 

NO.  1 17.  SHAMOKIN,  PA.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall, 
Mahanoy,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at  8 p.  m., 
months  February,  April,  June,  August,  October 
and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall,  Sham- 
okin.  Pa.  Geo.  Campbell,  Chief  Tel.,  Sham- 
okin.  Pa.;  William  E.  Quirk,  S.  & T.,  Locust 
Gap,  Pa. 

NO.  1 18. — Division  covers  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  A.  Frost,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Alexandria,  Ohio. 


NO.  1 2 1. — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  R.  A.  Douglas,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Lake 
Villa,  111.;  H.  O.  Lengelsen,  Acting  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Rosen  dale,  Wis. 

NO.  122,  CHESTER,  ILL. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Saturday  nights  each  month.  Odd  Fellows’ 
Bldg.,  Chester,  111.  Don  Davis,  Chief  Tel., 
Pinckneyville,  111.;  C.  E.  Roberson,  S.  & T., 
Chester,  111. 

NO.  123. — Division  covers  Minneapolis  & St. 
Louis  Railway  System.  E.  J.  Nemec,  Gen’l 

Chairman,  Forest  City,  Iowa;  H.  C.  Yutzy, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Humboldt,  Iowa. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  & West 
Texas  Railway  System.  C.  A.  Bryan,  Gen’l 

Chairman,  Garrison,  Texas;  W.  E.  Oxsheer, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Joaquin,  Texas. 

NO.  1 25,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.^Meets  2d 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
10th  and  C sts.,  Frederickburg,  Va.;  W.  T. 
Thompson,  Chief  Tel.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  S. 

R.  Gentry,  S.  & T.,  care  C.  B.  Cockrell,  Alex- 
andria, Va. 

NO.  126. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
& Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  E.  Schooler, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Marseilles,  111. 

NO.  127,  VIRGINIA,  MINN.— J.  P.  Tonolli, 
Chief  Tel.,  Mountain  Iron,  Minn.;  W.  W. 
Woodward,  S.  & T.,  Albom,  Minn. 

NO.  128. — Division  covers  San  Antonio  and  Aran- 
sas Pass  Railway  System.  A.  J.  Parnell,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Flatonia,  Tex.;  F.  L.  Skinner,  Gen’l 

S.  & T.,  Cuero,  Tex. 

NO.  129. — Division  covers  Lake  Shore  & Michigan 
Southern  Railway  System.  A.  T.  Sill,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Ashtabula,  O. ; J.  L.  Kope,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Delta,  Ohio. 

NO.  130. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  System.  W.  A.  Henry,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Ravenna,  Neb. 

NO.  1 3 1. — Division  covers  Colorado  & Southern 
Railway  System.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 710  Cooper  Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo.;  H.  M. 
Stamp,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Walsenburg,  Colo. 


NO.  1 19. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  & Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O.  R. 
Hatton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brooten,  Minn.;  F.  C. 
Paine,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  N.  Crandon,  Wis. 


NO.  132. — Division  covers  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railway  System.  J.  H.  Williams,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Timmonsville,  S.  C. ; F.  J.  Powers,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  600  Forrest  av.,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
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NO.  133— SYDNEY,  N.  S.— R.  Jackson,  Chief 
Tel.,  North  Sydney,  N.  S. ; M.  D.  E.  McKeigan, 

S.  & T.,  Leitches  Creek,  C.  B.,  N.  S. 

NO  134,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Meets  3d  Sun- 
day each  month  at  112  W.  Bay  st.,  Rogers’ 
Dancing  Academy,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  L.  R. 
Funderburk,  Chief  Tel.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  W.  E.  Stephens,  S.  & T.,  Box  481,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 

NO.  135,  OLEAN,  N.  Y. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
evening  each  month  at  Elks’  Hall,  cor.  Union 
and  State  sts.,  Olean,  N.  Y.  M.  H.  Connors, 
Chief  Tel.,  Cuba,  N.  Y. ; VV.  J.  McCartan,  S.  & 

T. t  441  N.  1 st  st.,  Olean,  N.  Y. 


NO.  136,  READING,  PA.— Meets  3<1  Friday  of 
each  month.  Chas.  L.  Nics,  Chief  Tel.,  104 
Douglas  st.,  Reading,  Pa.;  C.  F.  Petree,  S.  & 
T.,  120  W.  Oley  st.,  Reading,  Pa. 

NO.  137. — Division  covers  El  Paso  & Northeastern 
Railway  System.  (Officers  being  elected.) 

NO.  138. — Division  covers  C.,  C.,  C.  & St.  L 
Railway  System.  (Officers  being  elected.) 

NO.  139,  NORTH  ADAMS,  MASS  — Meets  on 
the  second  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Odd 
Fellows’  Hall,  North  Adam,  Mass.  II.  S. 
Streeter,  Chief  Telegrapher,  Greenfield,  Mass.; 
G.  A.  Johnson,  S.  & T.,  Eagle  Bridge,  N.  Y. 
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NOTICE. 


A.  H.  Salter,  Certificate  4494,  Grand  Division,  has  been  expelled  for 
improperly  disposing  of  transportation.  Trial  held  by  Division  No.  77. 

E.  W.  Richeson,  Certificate  938,  Division  No.  2,  has  been  expelled  for 
student  teaching. 

E.  E.  Merchant,  Certificate  5876,  Grand  Division,  has  been  expelled  on 
charge  of  intoxication  and  failure  to  pay  board  bill.  Trial  held  by  Division 
No.  2. 

MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT. 

Assessment  No.  60  Is  dee  on  MARCH  1, 1904.  Time  for  payment  expires  APRIL  30, 1904. 


AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 


On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 20  cents  each. 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 30  cents  each. 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 60  cents  each. 


BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  FEBRUARY,  1904. 


Claim.  Cert. 

No.  Name.  Cause.  Div.  No.  Series.  Amt. 


185  . Allan  C.  Carpenter  . Consumption  ....  3 . . 3226  . C . 

190  . F.  E.  Freeman  . . Cere. -Spin.  Meningitis  76  . . 5559  . A . 

193  . Victor  Noren  . . . Tuberculosis  ....  119  . . 6755  . C . 

194  . F.  P.  Green  ....  Pernicious  Malaria  . . Grand  . 9664  . C . 

195  . Jas.  J.  Newberry  . Suicide Grand  . 9565  . C . 

196  . Mich.  M.  McTigue  . Dilation  of  Heart  . . 110  . . 5968  . B . 

198  . Roy  H.  Newell  . . Typhoid  Fever  . . . 113  . . 9556  . C . 


$1,000 

300 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

500 

1,000 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  January  31,  1904 
Received  on  Assessment  Account,  February,  1904  . . 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


*$208,173.13 
11,807  81 

$219,980  94 


Death  Claims  paid  to  January  31,  1904  $110,200  00 

Death  Claims  paid  in  February 5,800  00 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 383  11 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues - 65  65 


Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  February  29,  1904  . . . 103,532  18 


___  $219,980  94 

*$894.00  deducted  from  last  month’s  figures,  account  erroneously  including  that 
amount  of  Expense  Fund  in  last  month’s  receipts  of  the  Mortuary  Fund. 


L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 
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OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY. 

General  Offices,  St*  Louis,  Mo, 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

H.  B.  Perham President.  L.  W.  Quick Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

J.  A.  Newman First  Vice-President.  T.  M.  Pierson Second  Vice-President. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

D.  Campbell Third  Vice-President. 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  Col.  C.  E.  Layman,  Troutville,  Va. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretary),  care  Jefferson  st.  depot,  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

Portland,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  1702  North  52nd  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

ADVERTISING. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  be  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION — Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
H.  B.  Perham,  President,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  F.  E.  Lye,  Gen’l  Sec’y,  Breslau,  Ont.; 
D.  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  769  King  St., 
London,  Ont. 

NO.  2,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Sat- 
urdays each  month,  at  8 p.  m.,  8th  floor  Bur- 
lington Building,  810  Olive  st.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
L.  W.  Quick,  Chief  Telegrapher,  7th  floor  Star 
Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  A.  Grunz,  S.  & T., 
Breese,  111. 

NO.*  3.  HARRISBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  in  Mauk's  Hall,  corner  6th  and  Kel- 
ler sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some  point  on 
Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thursday  evening 
each  month,  7 p.  m.  E.  L.  Zimmerman,  Chief 
Tel.,  2472  N.  6th  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  H.  B. 
Saltzman,  S.  & T.,  1207  Market  St.,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

NO.  4,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st  Sat- 
urday at  8 p.  m.,  at  room  A,  Odd  Fellows’  Tem- 
ple, Broad  and  Cherry  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wilson  G.  Bucher,  Chief  Tel.,  5228  Harlan  st., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  W.  C.  Frasier,  S.  k T.,  5529 
Thompson  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5. — Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  Southern 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. H.  L.  Carter,  Gen’l  Chairman,  2404  Gui- 
notte  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H.  Williams, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  D. 
C.  Leach,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Junction  City,  Kan.; 
A.  B.  Haines,  Gen'l  S.  & T.,  Room  39  Union 
Depot,  Denvef,  Col. 

NO.  7. — Division  cover  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail 
road  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68  Melbourne 
av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont.;  P.  D.  Hamel,  Ass’t 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Blue  Bonnets,  P.  Q. 

NO.  8,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  8:30  p.  m.,  in 
Fireman’s  Hall,  198  Seneca  st.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.; 
Thos.  J.  McDonnell,  Chief  Tel.,  183  Columbia 
av.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; O.  A.  Siehl,  S.  & T.,  25 
Marion  st.,  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9,  NORTH  VERNON,  IND.— Meets  3d  Sat 
urday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  & L.  of 
H.  Hall,  Fifth  st.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  W.  B. 
Dobbins,  Chief  Tel.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  J.  E. 
Hudson,  S.  & T.,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Sunday 
at  2 p.  m.  to  12  midnight,  at  103  Montgomery 
st.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  R.  J.  Fritz,  Chief  Tel., 
27  Rector  st.,  Newark,  N.  J.;  J.  H.  Kelling.  S 
& T.,  232  6th  st.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

NO.  11,  OLD  TOWN,  MAINE.— Meets  4*h  Satur 
day  each  month  at  Mechanics’  Hall,  94  Main  st.. 
7:30  p.  m.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates,  Chief. 
Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A.  Brackett,  S.  & T.. 
32  Coombe  st,  Bangor,  Me. 

NO.  12,  BELPRE,  OHIO.— Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month,  at  O.  R.  C.  Hall,  Chilli 
cothe,  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel.,  792  E 
Main  st.,  Chillicothe,  O.;  T.  P.  Costello,  S.  k 
T.,  L.  Box  186,  Belpre,  O. 
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NO.  13. — Division  covers  Central  Vermont  Ry. 
System.  (Officers  being  elected.) 

NO.  14. — Division  covers  the  Norfolk  & Western 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chair- 
man. C.  E.  Layman,  Gen'l  Chairman,  Trout- 
ville,  Va.;  T.  H.  Lankford,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  P.  O. 
Box  11,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15,  OTTAWA,  ONT.— Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont.  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexandria, 
Ont.;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  & T.,  Maxville,  Ont. 
Jos.  Corbett,  Legislative  Representative,  208 
Daly  av.,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  V.  J.  Mongeau,  Local 
Organizer,  Scotia,  Ont  Supplementary  meet- 
ings held  Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each  month. 


Pa.;  N.  F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 
Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponsler,  S.  & T.,  935  Erie  av.,  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

NO.  25. — Division  covers  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Troupe,  Tex.;  C.  W.  Runge,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Overton,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. — Meets  2d  Monday 
at  8 p.  m.  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  and  8 p. 
m.  of  each  month,  at  142  W.  125th  at.,  New 
York.  M.  G.  Wooley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th  st.  and 
8th  av.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry.;  A.  L. 
McBain,  S.  A T.,  271  W.  126th  st,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 


NO.  16. — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  McFadden,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Owosso, 
Mich.;  J.  H.  Staley,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Falls  View, 
Ont. 

NO.  17,  BALTIMORE,  MD.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Shamberger,  Chief  Tel.,  Jackson’s  Wharf,  N. 
C.  R.  R.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Daniel  L.  Roller, 
S.  & T.,  1622  Holbrook  St,  Baltimore,  Md. 


NO.  27.— WATERTOWN,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Tues- 
day each  month,  at  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbia  Hall,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
F.  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Tel.,  18  Lansing  st,  Wa- 
tertown, N.  Y.;  H.  F.  North,  S.  & T.,  2 Wal- 
tham st.,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  M.  T.  Fenelon,  General  Chair- 
man, Barroteran,  Coah,  Mex.;  S.  W.  Rasor, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Canatlan,  Durango,  Mex. 


NO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
& St  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut,  Ohio;  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
•Gen’l  S.  & T.,  69  Yonkers  st.,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  19,  FORT  WORTH,  TEX.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Monday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  R.  M.  Purcell, 
Chief  a el.,  309  E.  15th  st.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.; 
B.  H.  Green,  S.  & T.,  315  E.  Weatherford  st.. 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

NO.  20,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  ra.,  and  last 
Thursday  at  9:30  a.  m.,  at  Select  Knights’  Hall, 
22  Webster  st..  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. ; Joseph 
Mann,  Chief  Tel.,  90  Sweeney  st.,  Tonawanda, 
N.  Y.;  J.  Loftus,  S.  & T.,  Akron,  N.  Y. 

NO.  21. — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton 
& Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  John  G.  Wenk,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Glendale,  Ohio;  A.  C.  Bushwaw,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  438  S.  Cincinnati  st.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

NO.  22. — Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  G.  W.  Wooley,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Temple,  Tex.;  Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst.  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T. ; R.  J.  Clark,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Georgetown,  Texas. 

NO.  23. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  (Officers  being  elected.) 

NO.  24,  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA. — -Meets  1st  Tues- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hall,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 


NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  1st  Fri- 
day each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
E.  J.  Manion,  Chief  Tel.,  537  Howard  av.,  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack,  S.  & T.,  93 
Main  st.,  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall,  n.  w.  cor.  13th 
and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Joseph  G. 
Madden,  Chief  Tel.,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.;  J.  A. 
Quinn,  S.  & T.,  3865  Reno  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  Gen’l  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st..  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Holman, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  av.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St.  Louis  & San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Lamar,  Mo.;  L.  L.  Snoddy,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Bois  D’Arc,  Mo. 


NO.  33. — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Van  Atta,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
1654  W.  Main  st.,  Newark,  Ohio.  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  814  W.  9th  St.,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 


NO.  34,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Thurs- 
day at  9 a.  m.  and  4th  Thursday  at  8 p.  m., 
Schlitzer  Hall,  137  Clinton  av.,  north,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y. ; S.  J.  Egleston,  Chief  Tel.,  Church- 
ville,  N.  Y.;  Fred.  B.  Huff,  S.  & T.,  16  O’Neil 
st.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Meets  3d  Satur- 
day  of  each  month  in  Elks’  Hall,  over  Keith’s 
Theatre,  Westminster  st..  Providence,  R.  I. 
Geo.  E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st., 
Auburn,  R.  I.;  Robt.  A.  Brown,  S.  & T.,  276 
Clarendon  st.,  Auburn,  R.  I. 

NO.  37,  NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Fri- 
day evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m..  Bank’s 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  A. 

C.  Langdon,  Chief  Tel.,  11  Morris  st.,  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.;  Eugene  Murphy,  S.  & T.,  7 
May  st.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

NO.  38,  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— L.  H.  Pen- 
noyer,  S.  & T.,  39  Vasaar  st,  Springfield,  Mass. 

NO.  39. — division  covers  the  I'ere  Marquette  Rail- 
road' System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. A.  A.  Wilson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brighton, 
Mich.;  C.  A.  Rader.  GenT  S.  & T.,  Rapid  City, 
Mich. 

NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clinton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va.;  4th  Thursday  at  Smith- 
deal  Hall,  Richmond,  Va..  4th  Saturday  night 
in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  E.  L.  Strat- 
ton, GenT  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va,;  G. 
P.  Grogan,  GenT  S.  & T.,  Ironton,  O. 

NO.  41,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
at  9:30  a.  m.,  4th  Saturday  at  7:30  p.  m.,  in 
K.  of  P.  Hall,  Lynch  Building,  120  S.  Salina 
st.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  F.  Philp,  Chief  Tel., 
109  W.  Fox  st.,  Rome,  N.  Y.;  J.  B.  Steele,  S. 
& T.,  107  East  av..  East  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

NO.  42. — Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  GenT  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  st., 
Marion,  O. ; W.  L.  Abbott,  GenT  S.  & T.,  Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  T.  Peebles,  GenT  Chairman,  315  Ken- 
nedy st.,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Jas.  Ferguson,  GenT 
S.  & T.,  care  C.  N.  Ry.,  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 

NO.  44,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22  24 
Harriman  av.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.;  L.  J.  White, 
Chief  Tel.,  Port  Washington,  N.  Y.;  O.  A. 
Hudson,  S.  & T.,  Corona,  N.  Y. 

NO.  45,  WOODS VI LLE,  N.  H.— Meets  3d  Satu/- 
day  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
Woodsville,  N.  H.  W.  J.  Yeaton,  Chief  Tel., 
Woods ville,  N.  H. ; John  M.  Guare,  S.  & T., 
Littleton,  N.  H. 

NO.  46.  SAVANNA.  ILL. — Meets  2d  Monday 
each  month  in  Woodman  Hall,  Savanna,  111. 
H.  H.  Miller,  Chief  Tel.,  Forreston,  111.;  C. 

D.  Hartley,  S.  & T.,  Savanna,  111. 


NO.  47.  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.— Meets 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  B.  I. 
S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  D.  Mont- 
gomery, Chief  Tel.,  Alberton,  P.  E.  I.;  YV.  H. 
Slackford,  S.  & T. ; Royalty  Junction,  P.  E.  I. 

NO.  48. — Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. C.  E.  Sayre,  GenT  Chairman,  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  GenT  S.  & T.,  Jack- 
son,  Ohio. 

NO.  49. — Division  covers  the  Denver  & Rio 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  GenT  Chairman, 
Salida,  Col.;  L.  H.  Woolsey,  GenT  S.  & T., 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  50,  PORTLAND,  ORE.— Meets  on  3d  Mon- 
day of  each  month  at  9 p.  m.,  at  Portland,  Ore. 
A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  & T.,  care  Jefferson  st.  depot, 
Portland,  Ore. 

NO.  51. — Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Eric 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  3d 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  13;  at  Butler, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  Trues- 
dell,  GenT  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O. ; I.  J.  Kiser, 
GenT  S.  & T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52,  PITTSBURG,  PA. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  1119  Penn 
av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  D.  M.  Young,  Chief  Tel.. 
Oakmont,  Pa.;  H.  T.  McGuire,  Sec’y,  207  S. 
Highland  av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  J.  H.  Green, 
Treas.,  Pitcairn,  Pa. 

NO.  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  E.  Davidson,  GenT  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal. ; D.  W.  Koppikus. 
GenT  S.  & T.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. 

NO.  54. — Division  covers  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  A.  Brown,  GenT  Chairman,  Rathdrum, 
Idaho;  H.  C.  Carlson,  GenT  S.  & T.,  Rathdrum, 
Idaho. 

NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling,  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. J.  B.  Witherspoon,  Gcn’l  Chairman.  Wil- 
liston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  GenT  S.  & T.,  Jew- 
ett, Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor,  Ass’t  Sec’y,  Massil- 
lon, Ohio. 

NO.  56,  WACO,  TEX. — -Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  B.  F.  Shrimpton, 
Chief  Tel.,  P.  O.  Box  430,  Tyler,  Tex.;  E.  E. 
Ely,  S.  & T.,  Box  34,  McGregor,  Tex. 

NO.  57. — Division  covers  the  Houston  & Texas 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  GenT  Chairman. 
419  S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C Mor 
gan,  GenT  S.  & T.,  1808  Edwards  st.,  Houston. 
Tex. 
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NO.  58.  WILMINGTON.  DEL.— Meets  3d  Tues- 
day  evening,  3d  floor.  Western  Union  Building, 
Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del.  P. 
Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  800  Walnut  st.,  Wil- 
mington,  Del.;  W.  J.  Holton,  S.  & T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 

NO.  59. — Division  covers  the  Boston  & Maine 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  J.  B.  Bode,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Chel- 
sea.  Mass.;  J.  B.  Bode,  acting  Gen’l  S.  &.T., 
Chelsea,  Mass. 

NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Meets  3d  Thurs- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  hall,  719  6th 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L.  Simcox, 
Chief  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  515  3d  st  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

NO.  61.  CAM PB ELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th 
Tuesday  evening  of  each  month  in  Engineers’ 
Hall,  Campbell  ton,  N.  H.  W.  P.  Hutchinson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Campbellton,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan, 
S.  & T.,  Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B. — Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st.,  Moncton,  N.  B.  P.  W.  D.  Campbell, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  I.  C.  R.  depot,  St.  Johns,  N. 
B. ; Clarence  O.  Davison,  Sec’y  and  Treas., 
Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE. — Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  1 p.  m.,  at  Victoria  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  O.  Bouchard,  Chief  Tel.,  Montmagny, 
Que.;  Thomas  Samson,  S.  & T.,  Chaudiere  Jet., 
Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S. — 'Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  Inglis  st.,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower  Stewiacke, 
N.  S.;  Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  & T.,  Spring  Hill 
Jet,  N.  S. 

NO.  67,  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  O.  U.  A.  M. 
Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
Peter  J.  Rowan,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’  Mills,  Pa.; 

D.  Oliver  Reigel,  S.  & T.,  643  N.  Main  st., 
Pittston,  Pa. 

NO.  68,  CUMBERLAND,  MD.^Meets  3d 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Me- 
chanics' Hall,  cor.  Baltimore  and  Liberty  sts., 
Cumberland,  Md.  W.  G.  Morris,  Chief  Tel., 

2 Polk  st,  Cumberland,  Md.;  W.  G.  Morris, 
Acting  S.  & T.,  Cumberland,  Md. 

NO.  69,  OGDEN,  UTAH.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
in  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  Johnson’s  Hall, 
Ogden,  Utah.  E.  G.  Burdick,  Chief  Tel.,  570 
25th  st,  Ogden,  Utah;  C.  N.  Custead,  S.  & T., 
2061  Madison  st.,  Ogden,  Utah. 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman, 


H.  T.  Williams,  acting  Gen’l  Chairman,  DeGraff, 
Minn.;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Teton, 
Mont. 


NO.  71.  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day  in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m.,  in  Clingman 
Hall,  Oscaloosa,  Iowa.  Harvey  W.  Warren, 
Chief  Tel.,  Hedrick,  Iowa;  F.  H.  McCarl,  S.  & 
T.,  Box  59,  Gilman,  Iowa. 

NO.  72,  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. — Meets  4th  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  612  Edmond  st, 
St  Joseph,  Mo.  W.  W.  Hall,  Chief  Tel.,  113 
S.  13th  St.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S. 
& T.,  Box  682,  St. -Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73,  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA. — Meets  2d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th  floor 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Pa.  J.  D.  Kuntz,  Chief  Tel.,  Maunch  Chunk, 
Pa.;  Hon.  J.  N.  Weiler,  S.  & T.,  Lock  Box  17, 
E.  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 


NO.  74,  ELIZABETH,  N.  J.— 'Meets  2d  Saturday, 
8:30  p.  m.,  each  month,  in  Telegraphers'  Hall, 
1041  E.  Grand  st.,  cor.  Catherine  st.,  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.;  John  Pendergast,  Chief  Tel.,  Cranford, 
N.  J. ; H.  P.  Sobring,  S.  & T.,  Hampton 

pi.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

NO.  75,  MACON,  GA. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  12  noon,  in  Odd  Fellows*  Hall,  over 
McManus  Furniture  Store,  Cherry  st.,  Macon, 
Ga. ; M.  Burns,  Chief  Tel.,  Barnesville,  Ga. ; 
T.  W.  Duffy,  S.  & T.,  James,  Ga. 


NO.  76. — Division  covers  the  Chicago  & North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Jewell 
Junction,  Iowa;  W.  J.  Liddane,  Ass’t  Gen’l 
Chairman,  462  Beaumont  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
C.  A.  Ransom,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Roscoe,  111. 

NO.  77,  DENVER,  COL. — Meets  2d  Saturday 
evening  in  each  month  at  room  35,  Club  Bldg., 
1731  Arapahoe  st.,  Denver,  Col.  F.  P.  Spratlen, 
Chief  Tel.,  2210  E.  13th  av.,  Denver,  Col.;  W. 
E.  Meyers,  S.  & T.,  Room  39,  Union  Depot, 
Denver,  Col. 

NO.  78,  ALBANY,  N.  Y.-^Meets  3d  Saturday 
each  month  at  7:30  p.  m.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall, 
82  S.  Pearl  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  L.  L.  Latta, 
Chief  Tel.,  312  E.  Main  st.,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ; 
B.  M.  Nicholls,  S.  & T.,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 

NO.  79,  CORNWALL,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day each  month,  Odd  Fellows*  Hall,  cor.  Broad- 
way and  Calder  st.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  at  7:20 
p.  ra.  W.  F.  Decker,  Chief  Tel.,  Stony  Point, 
N.  Y.;  G.  R.  Atkins,  S.  & T.,  care  W.  S.  Ry., 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

NO.  80. — Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  & 
Navigation  Co.  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Heppner,  Ore. 
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NO.  81. — Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
Chairman.  B.  A.  Beckenstein,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Woodland  Park,  Col.;  Guy  Sailing,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  208  Colorado  av.,  Colorado  City,  Col. 

NO.  82. — Division  covers  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  System.  Meets  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E.  Schu, 
Gen'l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y. ; L.  B.  Ben- 
nett, Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Wayland,  N.  Y. 

NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  & Aroostook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden,  Me.;  Geo.  H.  Fox,  Gen’l 

S.  & T.,  So  La  Grange,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J.— Meets  2d  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.,  at  Morgan's  Hall,  4th  and  Market  sts., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Geo.  H.  Bogart,  Chief  Tel.,  729 
Linden  st,  Camden,  N.  J.;  W.  S.  Cafferty,  S.  & 

T. ,  28  West  Cedar  av.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Friday  at 
8 p.  m.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  st., 
Trenton,  N.  J.  Geo.  Q.  Eppeheimer,  Chief  Tel., 
4736  Tacony  st.,  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  & T.,  41  Wilkinson  pi.,  Tren- 
ton, N.  J. 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  PA.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
at  10:15  a.  m.,  and  4th  Wednesday  at  7:30  p. 
m.,  in  Lee  Bldg.,  E.  12th  st.,  between  8th  and 
9th  avs.,  Altoona,  Pa.  J.  W.  McCoy,  Chief 
Tel.,  Kipple,  Pa.;  R.  A.  Meyers,  S.  8c  T.,  921 
1st  av.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87,  SCRANTON.  PA. — -Meets  1st  Monday 
evening  of  each  month  at  Hennies’  Hall,  Price- 
burg.  Pa.  M.  D.  Moot,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’ 
Mills,  Pa.;  H.  D.  Pfoor,  S.  8c  T.,  Jermyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88. — Division  covers  the  Texas  8c  Pacific  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escude,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Mansura,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS.— Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month  at  p.  m.,  in  Rathbone  Hall,  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  J.  F.  Francis, 
Chief  Tel.,  291  North  Montelk)  st.,  Brockton, 
Mass.;  W.  L.  Wright,  S.  8c  T.,  192  Dartmouth 
st.,  Boston,  Mass. 

NO.  90,  UTICA,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Wednesday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Royal  Arcanum  Hall, 
Devereaux  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.  W.  B.  Bucklin, 
Chief  Tel.,  St.  Johnsville,  N.  Y.;  C.  J.  Bruck- 
ert,  S.  8t  T.,  Frankfort,  N.  Y. 

NO.  91,  CHICAGO,  ILL.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Fri- 
days of  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  206  LaSalle  st., 
cor.  Adams  st..  Hall  “C,”  4th  floor,  elevator 
Service,  Chicago,  111.  P.  B.  Pinney,  Chief  Tel., 
915  George  st.,  Chicago,  111.;  E.  E.  Livezey,  S. 
& T.,  1237  Newport  av.,  Chicago,  111. 


NO.  92. — Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
& Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C.  Dundon,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y. ; O.  B.  Britton, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  13#  S.  Main  st.,  Dubois,  Pa. 

NO.  93. — Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dermody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Mounds,  111.;  E.  W.  Hill,  Ass't  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Areola,  Miss.;  R.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Anna,  111. 

NO.  94,  MERIDIAN,  MISS.— Meets  4th  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Me- 
ridian, Miss.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  Chief  Tel.,  in  earn 
of  M.  & O.  frt.  depot,  Mobile,  Ala.;  R.  L.  How- 
ell, S.  8c  T.,  Catherine  St.  and  S.  Blair  At., 
Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. E.  N.  Byergo,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Savannah, 
Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  8c  T.,  Pearl  City,  III. 

NO.  97. — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  C.  Parker,  Jr.,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Nor- 
lina,  N.  C.;  J.  D.  Abbitt,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Hand- 
sotn,  Va. 

NO.  98,  JERSEY  SHORE,  PA.— Meets  3d  Wed 
nesday  each  month  at  Jersey  Shore  Jet.  Pa. 
H.  D Martin,  Chief  Tel.,  Linden,  Pa.;  A.  W. 
Harris,  S.  8c  T.,  Castanea,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa. 

NO.  99,  OSSINING,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
each  month  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Ossining,  N.  Y. 
H.  L.  Wood,  Chief  Tel.,  Croton  (on  Hudson), 
N.  Y. ; E.  Neumuller,  S.  8c  T.,  126  Union  st. 
High  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  100,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.— Meets  3d  Mon- 
day each  month,  hall  cor.  16th  & Penn  sts.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  R.  H.  Winchester,  Chief  Tel., 
812  Locust  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  C.  B.  Casner, 
S.  & T.,  435  W.  13th  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NO.  1 01,  QUEBEC. — Meets  1st  Sunday  each 
month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet,  Que.,  and  Shaw- 
inigan  Jet,  Que.,  alternately.  V.  H.  Lefebvrc, 
Chief  Tel.,  Shawenegan  Jet,  Champlain,  Que.; 
J.  G.  Sirois,  S.  8c  T.,  Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  102,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA— Meets  4th 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  4th  floor 
front,  1415  Locust  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Clar- 
ence T.  Praul,  Chief  Tel.,  Bethayres,  Pa.;  Benj. 
Venartsdalcn,  S.  8c  T.,  Rydal,  Pa. 

NO.  103,  STELLARTON,  N.  S.— A.  Fraser,  Chief 
Tel.,  Ferrona  Junction,  N.  S. ; N.  G.  Munro, 
S.  8c  T.,  Box  152,  Stellarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  106,  LA  CROSSE,  WIS.— Meets  2d  and  4th 
Mondays  each  month  at  K.  of  P.  Hall,  715  Rose 
st.,  North  La  Crosse,  Wis.  C.  A.  Peters,  Chief 
Tel.,  1436  George  st.  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  H.  A 
Brown,  S.  8c  T.,  Box  35,  La  Crescent,  Minn. 
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NO.  107,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.— Meets  2d 
and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in 
Dillon's  Hall,  cor,  1st  and  Washington  avs., 
south,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  S.  H.  Lester,  Chief 
Tel.,  806  S.  6th  st.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  M.  J. 
Barrett,  S.  & T.,  2510  30th  av.,  S.,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Sunday 
each  month  at  11  a.  m.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  E.  M.  Bevier,  Chief  Tel.,  Sa- 
binsville.  Pa.;  J.  M.  Bergen,  S.  & T.,  Elkland, 
Pa. 

NO.  109,  MASON  CITY,  IA.— Meets  call  of  Lo- 
cal Chairman.  M.  M.  Corson,  Local  Chair- 
man, Postville,  la.;  C.  H.  Schulz,  Acting  Chief 
Tel.,  Jackson  Jet.,  Iowa;  G.  H.  Worley,  S.  & T., 
Monona,  la. 


NO.  1 1 8.— Division  covers  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  B.  Doughty,  Gen'l  Chair- 
man, Baltimore,  Ohio.;  H.  E.  Dilger,  Gen'l  S. 
& T.,  Centerburg,  Ohio. 

NO.  1 1 9. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  & Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O. 
R.  Hatton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brooten,  Minn.; 
F.  C.  Paine,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Parker's  Prairie, 
Minn. 

NO.  120. — Division  covers  Lake  Erie  & Western 
Railway  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kempton,  Ind.;  Edward  Keever,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Dayton,  Ind. 

NO.  12 1. — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  H.  O.  Lengelsen,  Gen'l  S.  & T.,  Rosen- 
dale,  Wis. 


NO.  no.  RENOVO,  PA.— Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St.  Clair  av.,  Renovo,  Pa.  A.  C.  Hanes, 
■Chief  Tel.,  Johnsonburg,  Pa.;  C.  L.  Chadwick, 
S.  & T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  hi,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Meets  2d  and 
4th  Saturday  evenings  each  month  at  Fraternity 
Hall,  216  Grand  av.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Alfred 
Zepherin,  Chief  Tel.,  426  National  av.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.;  Peter  T.  Phillips,  S.  & T.,  no 2# 
Clybourn  st.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

NO.  112,  MADISON,  WIS.— H.  J.  Nelson,  Chief 
Tel.,  care  W.  Madison  office,  C.,  M.  & St.  P., 
Madison,  Wis.;  J.  M.  Hayes,  S.  & T.,  518  Wil- 
son st.,  Madison,  Wis. 

NO.  113,  ABERDEEN,  S.  D.— W.  P.  Jackson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Wauboy,  S.  D.;  F.  A.  Finch,  S. 
& T.,  Evarts,  S.  D. 

NO.  114,  PERRY,  IOWA. — Meets  3d  Monday 
each  month,  1:30  p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Perry, 
Iowa.  G.  B.  Gebhardt,  Chief  Tel.,  Bagley, 
Iowa;  L.  B.  Kinne,  S.  & T.,  Perry,  Iowa. 

NO.  115,  CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA.— Meets  2d 
Wednesday  each  month,  7:30  p.  m.,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  F.  N.  Rathbun,  C.  T.,  Martelle, 
la.;  J.  C.  Arthur,  S.  & T.,  Box  175,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

NO.  116. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  & Atlantic  Railway  System.  Meetings 
last  Sunday  of  months  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember and  December  in  Siegel’s  Hall,  Mar- 
quette, Mich.  E.  J.  Stuesser,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kearsarge,  Mich.;  C.  G.  Kemp,  G.  S.  & T., 
Bruce's  Crossing,  Mich. 

NO.  1 1 7,  SHAMOKIN,  PA. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hill, 
Mabanoy  City,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at  8 
p.  in.,  months  February,  April,  June,  August, 
October  and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall, 
Shamokin,  Pa.  N.  W.  Gable,  Chief  Tel.,  Gordon, 
Pa.;  James  J.  Kane,  S.  & T.,  Locust  Gap,  I'a. 


NO.  122,  CHESTER,  ILL.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
nights  each  month,  Odd  Fellows'  Bldg.,  Chester, 
111.  Don  Davis,  Chief  TeL,  Pinckneyville,  111. ; 
C.  E.  Robertson,  S.  & T.,  Chester,  III 

NO.  123. — Division  covers  Minneapolis  & St 
Loui9  Railway  System.  E.  J.  Nemec,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Forest  City,  Iowa;  H.  C.  Yutzy, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Humboldt,  Iowa. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  & West 
Texas  Railway  System.  W.  H.  Price,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Corrigan,  Tex.;  L.  B.  Mast,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Nacogdoches,  Tex. 

NO.  12s,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.— Meets  2d 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
10th  and  C sts.,  Fredericksburg,  Va. ; W.  T. 
Thompson,  Chief  Tel.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.; 
S.  R.  Gentry,  S.  & T.,  care  C.  B.  Cockrell,  Alex- 
andria, Va. 

NO.  126. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
& Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  E.  Schooler, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Marseilles,  111. 

NO.  127,  VIRGINIA,  MINN.— C.  J.  Keenan, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  W.  W.  Woodward,  Alborn, 
Minn.;  J.  F.  Kenney,  S.  & T.,  care  W.  W. 
Woodward,  Alborn,  Minn. 

NO.  128. — Division  covers  San  Antonio  and  Aran- 
sas Pass  Railway  System.  A.  J.  Parnell,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Flatonia,  Tex.;  F.  L.  Skinner,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  care  Beaumont  Cotton  Exchange,  Beau- 
mont, Texas. 

NO.  1 29. — Division  covers  Lake  Shore  & Michigan 
Southern  Railway  System.  A.  T.  Sill,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Ashtabula,  O. ; J.  L.  Kope,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Delta,  Ohio. 

# 

NO.  130. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  System.  W.  A.  Henry,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Ravenna,  Neb. 


NO.  1 3 1. — Divisions  covers  Colorado  & Southern 
Railway  System.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 710  Cooper  Bldg.,  Denver,  Col.;  H.  M. 
Stamp,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Walsenburg,  Col. 
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NO.  132. — Division  covers  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railway  System.  J.  H.  Williams,  Gen’l  Chair* 
man,  Timmonsville,  S.  C. ; John  O’Donald,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  High  Springs,  Fla. 

NO.  133— SYDNEY,  N.  S.— R.  Jackson,  Chief 
Tel.,  North  Sydney,  N.  S.;  M.  D.  E.  McKeigan, 

S.  & T.,  Leitches  Creek,  C.  B.,  N.  S. 

NO.  134.  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Meets  3d 
Sunday  each  month  at  136  East  Bay  st,  Herki- 
mer Bldg.,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  L.  R.  Fundecbu  k, 
Chief  Tel.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  VV.  E. 
Stephens,  S.  & T.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

NO.  13s,  OLEAN,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Monday 
evening  each  month  at  Elks’  Hall,  cor.  Union 
and  State  sts.,  Olean,  N.  Y.  M.  H.  Connors, 
Chief  Tel.,  Cuba,  N.  Y.;  W:  J.  McCartan,  S.  & 

T. ,  433  N.  1st  st.,  Oleon,  N.  Y. 


NO.  136,  READING,  PA.— Meets  3d  Friday  of 
each  month.  Macolm  A.  MacNcil,  Chief  TeL. 
1151  Bailey  st,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  C.  F.  Petrte, 

S.  & T.,  120  W.  Oley  st,  Reading,  Pa. 

NO.  137. — Division  covers  El  Paso  & Northeastern 

Railway  System.  R.  E.  Hanrahan,  General 
Chairman,  Alamogordo,  New  Mex.  N.  H. 
Pease,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Oscuro,  N.  M. 

NO.  138. — Division  covers  C.,  C.,  C.  & St  L 
Railway  System.  F.  W.  Davisson,  Gen’l  S.  4 

T. ,  2304  Stewart  st.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

NO.  139.  NORTH  ADAMS,  MASS.— Meets  on 
the  second  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Odd 
Fellows'  Hall,  North  Adam,  Mass.  Chas.  K 
Potter,  Chief  Tel.,  Hoosick,  N.  Y. ; G.  A.  John- 
son, S.  & T.,  Eagle  Bridge.  N.  Y. 
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OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY. 


General  Offices,  St*  Louis,  Mo. 


GRAND  OFFICERS. 


II.  B.  PERHAM. 
J.  A.  NEWMAN 


President 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

First  Vice-President. 

St  Louis,  Mo. 


L.  W.  QUICK  — Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
St  Louis,  Mo. 

T.  M.  PIERSON Second  Vice-President. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


D.  CAMPBELL Third  Vice-President. 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 


i BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  Col.  C.  E.  Layman,  Troutville,  Va. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretary),  care  Jefferson  st.  depot,  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

Portland,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  1702  North  sad  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ADVERTISING. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  be  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION. — Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
H.  B.  Pcrham,  President,  St  Louis,  Mo.;  L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. D.  C.  Leach,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Junction 
City,  Kani;  A.  B.  Haines,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Room 
39,  Union  Depot,  Denver,  Col. 


NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  F.  E.  Lye,  Gcn’l  Sec’y,  Breslau,  Ont.; 
D.  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  769  King  st., 
London,  Ont. 

NO.  2,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.— Meets  1st  and  2d  Sat- 
urdays each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  8th  floor  Bur- 
lington Building,  810  Olive  st.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
L.  W.  Quick,  Chief  Telegrapher,  7th  floor  Star 
Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  A.  Grunz,  S.  & T., 
Breese,  111. 

NO.  3,  HARRISBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  in  Mauk’s  Hall,  corner  6th  and  Kel- 
ler sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some  point  on 
Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thursday  evening 
each  month,  7 p.  m.  E.  L.  Zimmerman,  Chief 
Tel.,  2296  N.  6th  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  B.  H. 
Saltzman,  S.  & T.,  1706  Market  St.,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

NO.  4.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st  Sat- 
urday at  8 p.  m.,  at  room  A,  Odd  Fellows’  Tem- 
ple, Broad  and  Cherry  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wilson  G.  Bucher,  Chief  Tel.,  5228  Harlan  st., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  W.  C.  Frazier,  S.  & T.,  5529 
Thompson  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5.  —Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  Southern 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  H.  L.  Carter,  Gcn’l  Chairman,  2404 
Guinotte  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H.  Williams, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  7. — Division  covers  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  H.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68  Mel- 
bourne av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont.;  P.  D. 
II.in.el,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Blue  Bonnets,  P.  Q. 

NO.  8,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  8:30  p.  m.,  in 
Fireman’s  Hall,  198  Seneca  st.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.; 
Thos.  J.  McDonnell,  Chief  Tel.,  183  Columbia 
av.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; O.  A.  Siehl,  S.  & T.,  25 
Marion  st.,  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

0 NO.  9,  NORTH  VERNON,  IND.— Meets  3d  Sat- 
urday of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  & L.  of 
H.  Hall,  Fifth  st..  North  Vernon,  Ind. ; W.  B. 
Dobbins,  Chief  Tel.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  J.  F.. 
Hudson,  S.  & T.,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Sunday 
at  2 p.  m.  to  12  midnight,  at  103  Montgomery 
'St.,  Jersey  City,  1^.  J.  W.  F.  Gaffeney,  Chief 
Tel.,  225  Warren  St.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.;  J.  H. 
Kclling,  S.  & T.,  232  6th  St.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


NO.  11.  OLD  TOWN,  MAINE.— Meets  4th  Satur- 
day each  month  at  Mechanics’  Hall,  94  Main  st., 
7:30  p.  m.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates,  Chief 
Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A.  Brackett,  S.  & T., 
32  Coornbe  st.,  Bangor,  Me. 

NO.  12,  RELPRE,  OHIO.— Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month  at  O.  R.  C.  Hall,  Chilli 
cot  lie,  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel.,  702  E. 
Main  st.,  Chillicothe,  O. ; T.  P.  Costello,  S.  & 
T.,  L.  Box  186,  Belpre,  O. 
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XO.  14. — Division  covers  the  Norfolk  & Western 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chair- 
man. C.  E.  Layman,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Trout- 
ville,  Va. ; T.  H.  Lankford,  Gen’l  S.  4 T.*,  P.  O. 
Box  11,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15,  OTTAWA,  ONT.— Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont.  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexandria, 
Ont.;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  4 T.,  Maxville,  Ont. 
Jos.  Corbett,  Legislative  Representative,  208 
Daly  av.,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  V.  J.  Mongeau,  Local 
Organizer,  Scotia,  Ont.  Supplementary  meet- 
ings held  Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each  month. 

NO.  16. — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  McFadden,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Owosso, 
Mich.;  J.  H.  Staley,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Falls  View, 
Ont. 

XO.  17,  BALTIMORE,  MD. — Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Shamberger,  Chief  Tel.,  Jackson’s  Wharf,  N. 
C.  R.  R.,  Baltimore,  Md. ; Daniel  L.  Roller, 

S.  4 T.,  16 22  Holbrook  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

NO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
& St.  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  Gcn’l  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut,  Ohio;  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  69  Yonkers  st.,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  19,  FORT  WORTH,  TEX.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Monday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  R.  M.  Purcell, 
Chief  iel.,  309  E.  15th  st.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.; 
B.  H.  Green,  S.  & T.,  315  E.  Weatherford  st.. 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

NO.  20,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.— Meets  ad 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  and  last 
Thursday  at  9:30  a.  m.,  at  Select  Knights’  Hall, 
22  Webster  st..  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. ; Joseph 
Mann,  Chief  Tel.,  90  Sweeney  st.,  Tonawanda, 
N.  Y. ; J.  Loftus,  S.  & T.,  Akron,  N.  Y. 

NO.  2 t . — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  • 
& Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  John  G.  Wenk,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Glendale,  Ohio;  A.  C.  Bushwaw,  Gcn’l  S. 

& T.,  438  S.  Cincinnati  st.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

NO.  22.  —Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  G.  W.  Wooley,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Temple,  Tex.;  Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst.  Gcn’l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T. ; R.  J.  Clark,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Taylor,  Tex. 

NO.  24,  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.— Meets  1st  Tues- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hall,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  N F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 
Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponslcr,  S.  & '1'.,  035  Eric  av.,  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

XO.  25.  —Division  covers  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 


to  call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gcn’l  Chairman, 
Troupe,  Tex.;  C.  W.  Runge,  Gen’l  S.  8t  T- 
Overton,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meet*  ad  Monday 
at  8 p.  m.  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  t m.  and  8 p. 
m.  of  each  month,  at  14a  W.  125th  st..  New 
York.  M.  G.  Woo  ley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th  st.  sad 
8th  av.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry.;  A.  L 
McBain,  S.  4 T.,  271  W.  126th  st.  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

NO.  27.— WATERTOWN,  N.  Y.— Meets  *d  Tues- 
day each  month,  at  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbia  Hall,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
F.  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Tel.,  18  Lansing  st,  Wa- 
tertown, N.  Y.;  H.  F.  North,  S.  4 T.,  * Wal- 
tham st.,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  M.  T.  Fenclon,  General  Chair- 
man, Barroteran,  Coah,  Mex. ; S.  W.  Rasor, 
Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Canatlan,  Durango,  Mex. 

NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  1st  Fri- 
day each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
E.  J.  Manion,  Chief  Tel.,  93  Main  st.  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack,  S.  4 T.,  93 
Main  st..  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30.  PHILADELPHIA.  PA.— Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall,  n.  w.  cor.  13th 
and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Joseph  G. 
Madden,  Chief  Tel.,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.;  J.  A. 
Quinn,  S.  & T.,  3865  Reno  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Paciffc 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  Gcn’l  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Holman, 
Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  av.,  St.  Louis 
Mo. 

NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St.  Louis  4 San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Lamar,  Mo.;  L.  L.  Snoddy,  Gen’l  S.  & T, 
Bois  D’Arc,  Mo. 

NO.  33. — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  4 Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Van  Atta,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
i6V$  W.  Main  st.,  Newark,  Ohio.  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  Gen’l  S.  4 T.,  814  W.  9th  St.,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

NO.  34.  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Thurs 
day  at  9 a.  m.  and  4th  Thursday  at  8 p.  m., 
Schlitzer  Hall,  137  Clinton  av.,  north,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.;  S.  J.  Eglcston,  Chief  Tel.,  Church 
ville,  N.  Y.;  Fred.  B.  Huff,  S.  & T.,  16  O’Neil 
st.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  in  Elks’  Hall,  over  Keith's 
Theatre,  Westminster  st..  Providence,  R.  I 
Geo.’  E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st  . 
Auburn,  R.  I.;  Robt.  A.  Brown,  S.  4 T., 
Clarendon  st.,  Auburn,  R.  I. 
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NO.  37,  NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Fri- 
day evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m.,  Bank's 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  A. 
C.  Langdon,  Chief  Tel.,  11  Morris  st.,  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.;  Eugene  Murphy,  S.  4 T.,  7 
May  st.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

NO.  39. — division  covers  the  Pere  Marquette  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. A.  A.  Wilson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brighton, 
Mich.;  C.  A.  Rader,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Rapid  City, 
Mich. 

NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clinton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va.;  4th  Thursday  at  Smith- 
deal  Hall,  Richmond,  Va..  4th  Saturday  night 
in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  E.  L.  Strat- 
ton, Gen’l  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va. ; W.  H. 
Glenn,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman,  Garrison,  Ky.;  G. 
P.  Grogan,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ironton,  O. 

NO.  41.  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
at  9:30  a.  m.,  4th  Saturday  at  7:30  p.  m.,  in 
K.  of  P.  Hall,  Lynch  Building,  120  S.  Salina 
st.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  F.  Philp,  Chief  Tel., 
109  W.  Fox  st.,  Rome,  N.  Y.;  J.  B.  Steele,  S. 
& T.,  107  East  av..  East  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

NO.  42. — Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  Gen’l  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  st., 
Marion,  O.;  W.  L.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ham- 
mond, Ind. 


of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Salida.  Col.;  L.  H.  Woolsey,  Gcn’l  S.  & T., 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  50,  PORTLAND,  ORE. — Meets  on  3d  Mon- 
day of  each  month  at  9 p.  m.,  at  Portland,  Ore. 
A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  & T.,  care  Jefferson  st.  depot, 
Portland,  Ore. 

NO.  51. — Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  3d 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  13;  at  Butler, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  Trues- 
dell,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O. ; I.  J.  Kiser, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52,  PITTSBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  1119  Penn 
av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  D.  M.  Young,  Chief  Tel., 
Oakmont,  Pa.;  H.  T.  McGuire,  Sec’y,  207  S. 
Highland  av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  J.  H.  Green, 
Treas.,  Pitcairn,  Pa. 

NO.  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  E.  Davidson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal. ; D.  W.  Koppikus, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. 

NO.  54. — Division  covers  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  A.  Brown,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Rathdrum, 
Idaho;  H.  C.  Carlson,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Rathdrum, 
Idaho. 


NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  T.  Peebles,  Gen’l  Chairman,  315  Ken- 
nedy st.,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Tas.  Ferguson,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  care  C.  N.  Ry.,  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 

NO.  44,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22  24 
Harriman  av.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y. ; L.  J.  White, 
Chief  Tel.,  Port  Washington,  N.  Y. ; O.  A. 
Hudson,  S.  & T.,  Corona,  N.  Y. 


NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling,  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. J.  B.  Witherspoon,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Wil- 
liston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jew- 
ett, Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor,  Ass’t  Sec’y,  Massil- 
lon, Ohio. 

NO.  56,  WACO,  TEX. — -Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  B.  F.  Shrimpton, 
Chief  Tel.,  P.  O.  Box  430,  Tyler,  Tex.;  E.  E. 
Ely,  S.  & T.,  Box  34,  McGregor,  Tex. 


NO.  46,  SAVANNA,  ILL.— Meets  2d  Monday 
each  month  in  Woodman  Hall,  Savanna,  111. 
H.  H.  Miller,  Chief  Tel.,  Forreston,  111.;  C. 
D.  Hartley,  S.  & T.,  Savanna,  111. 

NO.  47.  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.— Meets 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  B.  I. 
S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  D.  Mont- 
gomery, Chief  Tel.,  Alberton,  P.  E.  I.;  W.  H. 
Slackford,  S.  & T. ; Royalty  Junction,  P.  E.  I. 

NO.  48. — Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. C.  E.  Sayre,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Jack- 
son,  Ohio. 

NO.  49. — Division  covers  the  Denver  & Rio 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 


NO.  57. — Division  covers  the  Houston  & Texas 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
419  S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C.  Mor- 
gan, Gen'l  S.  & T.,  1808  Edwards  st.,  Houston, 
Tex. 


NO.  58,  WILMINGTON,  DEL.— Meets  3d  Tues- 
day  evening,  3d  floor,  Western  Union  Building, 
Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del.  P. 
Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  800  Walnut  st.,  Wil- 
mington, Del.;  W.  J.  Holton,  S.  & T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 


NO.  59. — Division  covers  the  Boston  & Maine 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  J.  B.  Bode,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Chel- 
sea, Mass.;  J.  B.  Bode,  acting  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Chelsea,  Mass. 
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NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Meets  3d  Thurs- 
day  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  hall,  719  6th 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L.  Simcox, 
Chief  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  51 S 3d  st.  N.  W..  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

NO.  61,  CAMPBELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th 
Monday  of  each  month  in  Engineers’  Hall, 
Campbellton,  N.  B. — W.  P.  Hutchinson,  Chief 
Tel.,  Campbellton,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan,  S. 
& T.,  Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B.— Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st.,  Moncton,  N.  B.  P.  W.  D.  Campbell, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  I.  C.  R.  depot,  St.  Johns,  N. 
B. ; Clarence  O.  Davison,  Sec’y  and  Treas., 
Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE. — Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  1 p.  m.,  at  Victoria  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  O.  Bouchard,  Chief  Tel.,  Montmagny, 
Que.;  Thomas  Samson,  S.  & T.,  Chaudiere  Jet., 
Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S-— Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  Inglis  st.,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower  Stewiacke, 
N.  S.;  Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  & T.,  Spring  Hill 
Jet.,  N.  S. 

NO.  67,  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  O.  U.  A M. 
Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
Peter  J.  Rowan,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’  Mills,  Pa.; 
D.  Oliver  Reigel,  S.  & T.,  643  N.  Main  st., 
Pittston,  Pa. 

NO.  68,  CUMBERLAND,  MD. — -Meets  3d 

Wednesday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Me- 
chanics’ Hall,  cor.  Baltimore  and  Liberty  sts., 
Cumberland,  Md.  W.  G.  Morris,  Chief  Tel., 
2 Polk  st.,  Cumberland,  Md. ; W.  G.  Morris, 
Acting  S.  & T.,  Cumberland,  Md. 

NO.  69,  OGDEN,  UTAH.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
in  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  Johnson’s  Hall, 
'Ogden,  Utah.  E.  G.  Burdick,  Chief  Tel.,  570 
25th  st.,  Ogden,  Utah;  C.  N.  Custead,  S.  & T., 
2061  Madison  st.,  Ogden,  Utah. 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chairman.  J. 
J.  Schetgen,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Box  106,  Kalis- 
pell,  Mont.;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Te- 
ton, Mont. 

NO.  7i,  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m.,  in  Clingman 
Hall,  Oscaloosa,  Iowa.  Harvey  W.  Warren, 
Chief  Tel.,  Hedrick,  Iowa;  I*.  II.  MeCarl,  S.  & 
T.,  Box  59,  Gilman,  Iowa. 

NO.  72,  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO.— Meets  4th  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  612  Edmond  st., 


St.  Joseph,  Mo.  W.  W.  Hall,  Chief  Tel.,  113 

S.  13th  St.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S. 
& T.,  Box  682,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73,  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th  floor 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Pa.  J.  D.  Kuntz,  Chief  Tel.,  Maunch  Chunk, 
Pa.;  Hon.  J.  N.  Weiler,  S.  4 T.,  Lock  Box  17, 
E.  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

NO.  74,  ELIZABETH,  N.  J. — Meets  ad  Saturday. 
8:30  p.  m.,  each  month,  in  Telegraphers'  Hall, 
1041  E.  Grand  st.,  cor.  Catherine  st.,  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. ; John  Pendergast,  Chief  Tel.,  Cranford, 
N.  J.;  H.  P.  Sebring,  S.  & T.,  imj4  Hampton 
pi.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

NO.  75,  MACON,  GA. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  12  noon,  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  over 
' McManus  Furniture  Store,  Cherry  st.,  Macon, 
Ga. ; M.  Burns,  Chief  Tel.,  Barnesville,  Ga.; 

T.  W.  Duffy,  S.  & T.,  James,  Ga. 

NO.  76. — Division  covers  the  Chicago  & North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Jewell 
Junction,  Iowa;  W.  J.  Liddane,  Ass’t  Gen’l 
Chairman,  462  Beaumont  St,  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
C.  A.  Ransom,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Roscoe,  IU. 

NO.  77,  DENVER,  COL.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
evening  in  each  month  at  room  35,  Club  Bldg., 
1731  Arapahoe  st.,  Denver,  Col.  F.  P.  Spratlen, 
Chief  Tel.,  2210  E.  13th  av.,  Denver,  CoL;  W. 
E.  Meyers,  S.  & T.,  Room  39,  Union  Depot, 
Denver,  Col. 

NO.  78,  ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
each  month  at  7:30  p.  m.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall, 
82  S.  Pearl  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  L.  L.  Latta, 
312  E.  Main  st.,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ; B.  M. 
Nicholls,  S.  & T.,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 

NO.  79,  CORNWALL,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  cor.  Broad- 
way and  Calder  st.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  at  7:20 
p.  m.  W.  F.  Decker,  Chief  TeL,  Stony  Point, 
N.  Y.;  G.  R.  Atkins,  S.  & T.,  care  W.  S.  Ry.. 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

NO.  80. — Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  & 
Navigation  Co.  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Heppner,  Ore. 

NO.  81. — Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
Chairman.  B.  A.  Beckenstein,  Gen'l  Chairman, 
Woodland  Park,  Col.;  Guy  Sailing,  Gen'l  S. 
& T.,  208  Colorado  av.,  Colorado  City,  CoL 

NO.  82. — Division  covers  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  System.  Meets  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E.  Schu, 
Gen’l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y. ; L.  B.  Ben- 
nett, Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Wayland,  N.  Y. 
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NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  & Aroostook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden,  Me.;  B.  E.  Webber,  Gen'l 

S.  & T.,  Old  Town,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J.— Meets  ad  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.,  at  Morgan*s  Hall,  4th  and  Market  sts., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Geo.  H.  Bogart,  Chief  Tel.,  729 
Linden  st.,  Camden,  N.  J. ; W.  S.  Cafferty,  S.  & 

T. ,  28  West  Cedar  av.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Friday  at 
8 p.  m.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  st., 
Trenton,  N.  T.  Geo.  Q.  Eppeheimer,  Chief  Tel., 
4736  Tacony  st.,  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  & T.,  41  Wilkinson  pi.,  Tren- 
ton, N.  J. 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  PA.— Meets  ad  Wednesday 
at  10:15  a.  m.,  and  4th  Wednesday  at  7:30  p. 
m.,  in  Lee  Bldg.,  E.  12th  st.,  between  8th  and 
9th  avs.,  Altoona,  Pa.  J.  W.  McCoy,  Chief 
Tel.,  Ripple,  Pa.;  R.  A.  Meyers,  S.  & T.,  921 
1st  av.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87,  SCRANTON,  PA.— Meets  1st  Monday 
evening  of  each  month  at  Hennies’  Hall,  Price- 
burg,  Pa.  M.  D.  Moot,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’ 
Mills,  Pa.;  H.  D.  Pfoor,  S.  & T.,  Jermyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88. — Division  covers  the  Texas  & Pacific  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escude,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Mansura,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS.— Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month  at  p.  m.,  in  Rathbone  Hall,  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  J.  F.  Francis, 
Chief  Tel.,  291  North  Montello  st.,  Brockton, 
Mass.;  W.  L.  Wright,  S.  & T.,  192  Dartmouth 
st.,  Boston,  Mass. 

NO.  90.  UTICA,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Wednesday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Royal  Arcanum  Hall, 
Devereaux  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.  W.  B.  Bucklin, 
Chief  Tel.,  St  Johnsville,  N.  Y. ; C.  J.  Bruck- 
ert,  S.  & T.,  Frankfort,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9*.  CHICAGO,  ILL.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Fri- 
days of  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  206  LaSalle  st., 
cor.  Adams  st.  Hall  “C,”  4th  floor,  elevator 
Service,  Chicago,  111.  P.  B.  Pinney,  Chief  Tel., 
915  George  st.,  Chicago,  111.;  E.  E.  Livezey,  S. 
& T.,  1237  Newport  av.,  Chicago,  111. 

NO.  92. — Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
& Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C.  Dundon,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y. ; O.  B.  Britton, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  13#  S.  Main  st.,  Dubois,  Pa. 

NO.  93. — Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dermody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Mounds,  111.;  E.  W.  Hill,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman, 


Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Areola,  Miss.;  R.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Anna,  111. 

NO.  94.  MERIDIAN,  MISS. — Meets  4th  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Me- 
ridian, Miss.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  Chief  Tel.,  in  care 
of  M.  & O.  frt.  depot,  Mobile,  Ala.;  R.  L.  How- 
ell, S.  & T.,  Catherine  St.  and  S.  Blair  Av., 
Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. E.  N.  Byergo,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Savannah, 
Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Pearl  City,  111. 

NO.  97. — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  C.  Parker,  Jr.,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Nor- 
lina,  N.  C;  J.  D.  Abbitt,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Hand- 
som,  Va. 

NO.  98,  JERSEY  SHORE,  PA.— Meets  3d  Wed- 
nesday each  month  at  Jersey  Shore  Jet.  Pa. 
H.  D.  Martin,  Chief  Tel.,  Linden,  Pa.;  A.  W. 
Harris,  S.  & T.,  Castanea,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa. 

NO.  99,  OSSINING,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
each  month  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Ossining,  N.  Y. 
H.  L.  Wood,  Chief  Tel.,  Croton  (on  Hudson), 
N.  Y. ; E.  Neumuller,  S.  & T.,  126  Union  st.. 
High  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  xoo,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.— Meets  3d  Mon- 
day each  month,  hall  cor.  16th  & Penn  sts.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  R.  H.  Winchester,  Chief  Tel., 
812  Locust  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  C.  B.  Casner, 
S.  & T.,  435  W.  13th  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NO.  xoi,  QUEBEC. — Meets  1st  Sunday  each 
month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet.,  Que.,  and  Shaw- 
inigan  Jet,  Que.,  alternately.  V.  H.  Lefebvrc, 
Chief  Tel.,  Shawenegan  Jet.,  Champlain,  Que.; 
J.  G.  Sirois,  S.  & T.,  Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  102,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  4th 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  4th  floor 
front,  X415  Locust  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Clar- 
ence T.  Praul,  Chief  Tel.,  Bethayres,  Pa.;  Benj. 
Venartsdalcn,  S.  & T.,  Rydal,  Pa. 

NO.  103,  STELLARTON,  N.  S. — A.  Fraser,  Chief 
Tel.,  Ferrona  Junction,  N.  S. ; N.  G.  Munro, 
S.  & T.,  Box  152,  Stellarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  xo6,  LA  CROSSE,  WIS. — Meets  2d  and  4th 
Mondays  each  month  at  K.  of  P.  Hall,  715  Rose 
st.,  North  La  Crosse,  Wis.  C.  A.  Peters,  Chief 
Tel.,  1436  George  st.,  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  H.  A. 
Brown,  S.  & T.,  Box  35,  La  Crescent,  Minn. 

NO.  107,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.— Meets  2d 
and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in 
Dillon’s  Hall,  cor,  xst  and  Washington  avs., 
south,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  S.  H.  Lester,  Chief 
Tel.,  806  S.  6th  st.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  M.  J. 
Barrett,  S.  & T.,  2510  30th  av.,  S.,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 
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NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Sunday 
each  month  at  11  a.  m.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  E.  M.  Bcvier,  Chief  Tel.,  Sa- 
binsville,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Bergen,  S.  & T.,  Elkland, 
Pa. 

NO.  109,  MASON  CITY,  IA.— Meets  call  of  Lo- 
cal Chairman.  M.  M.  Corson,  Local  Chair- 
man, Postville,  la.;  C.  H.  Schulz,  Acting  Chief 
Tel.,  Jackson  Jet.,  Iowa;  G.  H.  Worley,  S.  & T., 
Monona,  la. 

NO.  no,  RENOVO,  PA. — Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St.  Clair  av.,  Renovo,  Pa.  A.  C.  Hanes, 
Chief  Tel.,  Johnsonburg,  Pa.;  C.  L.  Chadwick, 
S.  & T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  in,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Meets  2d  and 
4th  Saturday  evenings  each  month  at  Fraternity 
Hall,  216  Grand  av.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Alfred 
Zepherin,  Chief  Tel.,  426  National  av.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.;  Peter  T.  Phillips,  S.  & T.,  1102# 
Clybourn  st.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

NO.  1 12,  MADISON,  WIS.— H.  J.  Nelson,  Chief 
Tel.,  care  W.  Madison  office,  C.,  M.  & St.  P., 
Madison,  Wis.;  J.  M.  Hayes,  S.  & T.,  518  Wil- 
son st.,  Madison,  Wis. 

NO.  1 13,  ABERDEEN,  S.  D.— W.  P.  Jackson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Wauboy,  S.  D.;  F.  A.  Finch,  S. 
& T.,  Evarts,  S.  D. 

NO.  1 14,  PERRY,  IOWA. — Meets  3d  Monday 
each  month,  1 130  p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Perry, 
Iowa.  G.  B.  Gebhardt,  Chief  Tel.,  Bagley, 
Iowa;  L.  B.  Kinne,  S.  & T.,  Perry,  Iowa. 

NO.  ns,  CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA.— Meets  2d 
Wednesday  each  month,  7:30  p.  m.,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  F.  N.  Rathbun,  C.  T.,  Martelle, 
la.;  J.  C.  Arthur,  S.  & T.,  Box  175,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

NO.  1 16. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  & Atlantic  Railway  System.  Meetings 
last  Sunday  of  months  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember and  December  in  Siegel’s  Hall,  Mar- 
quette, Mich.  E.  J.  Stuesser,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kcarsarge,  Mich.;  C.  G.  Kemp,  G.  S.  & T., 
Bruce’s  Crossing,  Mich. 

NO.  1 17,  SHAMOKIN,  PA. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall, 
Mahanoy,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at  8 p.  m., 
months  February,  April,  June,  August,  October 
and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall,  Sham- 
okin,  Pa.  N.  W.  Gable,  Chief  Tel.,  Gordon, 
Pa.;  James  J.  Kane,  S.  & T.,  Locust  Gap,  Pa. 

NO.  1 18. — Division  covers  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  B.  Doughty,  Gent  Chair- 
man, Baltimore,  Ohio.;  H.  E.  Dilger,  Gen’l  S. 

& T.,  Centerburg,  Ohio. 


NO.  1 19. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  Sl 
Paul  & Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O. 
R.  Hatton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brooten,  Minn.; 
F.  C.  Paine,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  N.  Crandon,  Wis. 

NO.  120. — Division  covers  Lake  Eric  & Western 
Railway  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Kempton,  Ind.;  E.  E.  Wilson,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Noblesvillc,  Ind. 

NO.  12 1. — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  R.  A.  Douglas,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Lake 
Villa,  111.;  H.  O.  Lengelsen,  Acting  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Rosendale,  Wis. 

NO.  122,  CHESTER,  ILL. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
nights  each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Bldg.,  Chester, 
111.  Don  Davis,  Chief  Tel.,  Pinckneyville,  I1L; 
C.  E.  Robertson,  S.  & T.,  Chester,  111. 

NO.  123.— Division  covers  Minneapolis  & St. 
Louis  Railway  System.  E.  J.  Nemec,  Genl 
Chairman,  Forest  City,  Iowa;  H.  C Yutxy, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Humboldt,  Iowa. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  & West 
Texas  Railway  System.  W.  H.  Price,  GenT 
Chairman,  Corrigan,  Tex.;  L.  B.  Mast,  Genl 
S.  & T.,  Nacogdoches,  Tex. 

NO.  125,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.— Meets  2d 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
10th  and  C sts.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  W.  T. 
Thompson,  Chief  Tel.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.; 

S.  R.  Gentry,  S.  & T.,  care  C.  B.  Cockrell,  Alex- 
andria, Va. 

NO.  126.— Division  covers  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
& Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  E.  SchooleT. 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Marseilles,  111. 

NO.  127,  VIRGINIA,  MINN.— C.  J.  Keenan, 
Chief  Tel.,  Kelsey,  Minn.;  J.  F.  Kenney,  S.  & 

T. ,  Biwabik,  Minn. 

NO.  128.— Division  covers  San  Antonio  and  Aran- 
sas Pass  Railway  System.  A.  J.  Parnell,  Genl 
Chairman,  Flatonia,  Tex.;  F.  L.  Skinner,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Cuero,  Tex. 

NO.  1 20.— Division  covers  Lake  Shore  & Michigan 
Southern  Railway  System.  A.  T.  Sill,  Genl 
Chairman,  Ashtabula,  O.;  J.  L.  Kope,  Genl  S. 

& T.,  Delta,  Ohio. 

NO.  130.— Division  covers  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  System.  W.  A.  Henry,  Genl 
S.  & T.,  Ravenna,  Neb. 

NO.  1 3 1. — Divisions  covers  Colorado  & Southern 
Railway  System.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 710  Cooper  Bldg.,  Denver,  CoL;  H.  M. 
Stamp,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Walscnburg,  Col. 

NO.  132.— Division  covers  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railway  System.  J.  H.  Williams,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Timmonsville,  S.  C.;  John  O’Donald,  Genl 
S.  & T.,  High  Springs,  Fla. 
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NO.  133— SYDNEY,  N.  S.— R.  Jackson,  Chief 
Tel.,  North  Sydney,  N.'S. ; M.  D.  E.  McKeigan, 

S.  & T.,  Leitches  Creek,  C.  B.,  N.  S. 

NO.  134,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Meets  3d 
Sunday  each  month  at  112  W.  Bay  st.,  Rogers’ 
Dancing  Academy,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  L.  R. 
Funderburk,  Chief  Tel.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  W.  E.  Stephens,  S.  & T.,  Box  481,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 

NO.  135,  OLEAN,  N.  Y. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
evening  each  month  at  Elks’  Hall,  cor.  Union 
and  State  sts.,  Olean,  N.  Y.  M.  H.  Connors, 
Chief  Tel.,  Cuba,  N.  Y.;  W.  J.  McCartan,  S.  & 

T. ,  433  N.  1st  st.,  Oleon,  N.  Y. 


NO.  1 36,  READING,  PA.— Meets  3d  Friday  of 
each  month.  Macolm  A.  MacNeil,  Chief  Tel., 
1 1 51  Bailey  st.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  C.  F.  Petree, 

S.  & T.,  120  VV.  Oley  st.,  Reading,  Pa. 

NO.  137. — Division  covers  El  Paso  & Northeastern 
Railway  System.  R.  E.  Hanrahan,  General 
Chairman,  Alamogordo,  New  Mex.  N.  H. 
Pease,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Oscuro,  N.  M. 

NO.  138. — Division  covers  C.,  C.,  C.  & St.  L. 
Railway  System.  F.  W.  Davisson,  Gen’l  S.  & 

T. ,  2304  Stewart  st.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

NO.  139,  NORTH  ADAMS,  MASS.— Meets  on 
the  second  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Odd 
Fellows’  Hall,  North  Adam,  Mass.  Chas.  K. 
Potter,  Chief  Tel.,  Hoosick,  N.  Y. ; G.  A.  John- 
son, S.  & T.,  Eagle  Bridge,  N.  Y. 


Digitized  by  C,oooLe 


When  addressing  our  advertisers,  please  mention  The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


50c.  Bottle  Free. 

When  Medicine  Fails  Try  Liquozone. 
We’ll  Pay  For  It. 


Medicine  mast  fail  in  a germ  trouble,  be- 
cause medicine  never  kills  inside  germs. 
Any  germ-killing  drug  is  a poison  to  you, 
and  it  cannot  be  taken  internally. 

Liquozone  is  the  only  way  known  to  kill 
germs  in  the  body  without  killing  the  tis- 
sues, too.  It  does  in  a germ  trouble  what 
no  drugs,  no  skill  in  the  world,  can  accom- 
plish without  it.  To  prove  this— if  you 
need  it— we  will  gladly  pay  for  a bottle 
and  give  it  to  you  to  try. 

Acts  LiKe  Oxygen. 

Liquozone  is  the  result  of  a process  which, 
for  more  than  20  years,  has  been  the  con- 
stant subject  of  scientific  and  chemical  re- 
search. Its  virtues  are  derived  solely  from 
gas,  made  in  large  part  from  the  best  oxy- 
gen producers.  By  a process  requiring  im- 
mense apparatus  and  14  days’  time,  these 
gases  are  made  part  of  the  liquid  product. 

The  result  is  a product  that  does  what 
oxygen  does.  Oxygen  gas,  as  you  know, 
is  the  very  source  of  vitality.  Liquozone 
is  a vitalizer  with  which  no  other  known 
product  can  compare.  But  germs  are  vege- 
tables; and  Liquozone— like  an  excess  of 
oxygen — is  deadly  to  vegetal  matter.  Yet 
this  wonderful  product  which  no  germ  can 
resist  is,  to  the  human  body,  the  most  es- 
sential element  of  life. 

We  Paid  $100,000 

For  the  American  rights  to  Liquozone — 
the  highest  price  ever  paid  for  similar  rights 
on  any  scientific  discovery.  We  did  this 
after  testing  the  product  for  two  years, 
through  physicians  and  hospitals,  in  this 
country  and  others. 

That  price  was  paid  because  Liquozone 
does  in  germ  trouble  what  all  the  drugs,  all 
the  skill  in  the  world,  cannot  accomplish 
without  it.  It  carries  into  the  blood  a 
powerful,  yet  harmless,  germicide,  to  de- 
stroy at  once  and  forever  the  cause  of  any 
germ  disease.  And  no  man  knows  another 
way  to  do  it.  Liquozone  is  so  certain  that 
we  publish  on  every  bottle  an  offer  of 
$1,000  for  a disease  germ  that  we  cannot 
kill. 

Germ  Diseases. 

These  are  the  known  germ  diseases.  All 
that  medicine  can  do  for  these  troubles  is 
to  help  Nature  overcome  the  germs,  and 
such  results  are  indirect  and  uncertain. 
Liquozone  kills  the  germs,  wherever  they 


are,  and  the  results  are  inevitable.  By  de- 
stroying the  cause  of  the  trouble,  it  invari 
ably  ends  the  disease,  and  forever. 


Asthma 

Abscess— Anemia 
Bronchitis 
Blood  Poison 
Bright’s  Disease 
Bowel  Trouble 
Coughs— Colds 
Consumption 
Colic— Croup 
Constipation 
Catarrh— Cancer 
Dysentery— Diarrhea 
Dandruff— Dropsy 
Dyspepsia 
Eczema— Erysipelas 
Fevers— Gall  8tones 
Goitre— Gout 
Gonorrhea— Gleet 


Hay  Fever—  Influenza 
Kidney  Diseases 
La  Grippe 
Leucorrhea 
liver  Troubles 
M al  aria— Neuralgia 
Many  Heart  Troubles 
Piles— Pneumonia 
Pleurisy— Quinsy 
Rheumatism 
Skin  Diseases 
Scrofula— Syphilis 
Stomach  Troubles 
Throat  Troubles 
Tuberculosis 
Tumors— Ulcers 
Varicocele 
Women’s  Diseases 


All  diseases  that  begin  with  fever— all  inflamma- 
tion-all catarrh— all  contagious  diseases— all  the 
results  of  impure  or  poisonous  blood. 

In  nervous  debility  Liquozone  acts  as  a vitalizer 
accomplishing  what  no  drugs  can  do. 


50c.  Bottle  Free. 

If  you  need  Liquozone,  and  have  never 
tried  it,  please  send  us  this  coupon.  We 
will  then  mail  you  an  order  on  your  local 
druggist  for  a full-size  bottle,  and  we  will 
pay  your  druggist  ourselves  for  it.  This 
is  our  free  gift,  made  to  convince  you ; to 
show  you  what  Liquozone  is,  and  what  it 
can  do.  In  justice  to  yourself,  please  ac- 
cept it  today,  for  it  places  you  under  no 
obligation  whatever. 

Liquozone  costs  50c  and  $1.00. 


CUT  OUT  THIS  COUPON 

for  this  offer  may  not  appear  again.  Fill  out 
the  blanks  and  mail  it  to  the  Liquid  Osone  Co.. 
458-460  Wabash  Ave.(  Chicago. 

My  disease  is. .............. 

I have  never  tried  Liquozone.  but  if  yon  will 
supply  me  with  a 50c  bottle  free  1 will  take  it. 


MS  Give  full  address— write  plainly. 


Any  physician  or  hospital  not  yet  using  Uqoo* 
zone  will  be  gladly  supplied  for  a test. 
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GRAND  DIVISION 


NOTICE. 

G.  W.  L.  Brown,  Cert.  2153,  in  the  Grand  Division,  has  been  expelled 
from  the  Order  by  Division  No.  2 for  conduct  unbecoming  a member. 


MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPARTMENT: 

AssttSMRt  No.  66  Is  Ih  oo  SEPTEMBER  1, 1904.  Tine  for  piyaoit  expires  OCTOBER  31, 1904 

AMOUNT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  $ 300  00  (Series  A) 

On  500  00  (Series  B) 

On  1,000  00  (Series  C) 

BENEFITS  PAID  DURING  AUGUST,  1904. 

Ci*aim.  Cert. 

No.  Name.  Cause.  Div.  No.  Series.  Amt. 

231  • Roy  N.  Baker  . . . Pulmonary  Phthisis  . 6 . 7897  . B . $ 500 

251  . C.  C.  Campbell  . Carcinoma  of  the  Liver  . 42  . 5545  . C . 1,000 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  MORTUARY  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

Received  on  Assessment  Account  to  July  31,  1904  $256,041  04 

Received  on  Assessment  Account,  August,  1904  7,275  73 

$263,316  77 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Death  Claims  paid  to  July  31,  1904  $142,000  00 

Death  Claims  paid  in  August  . . . . 1,500  00 

Assessments  refunded,  account  rejected  applications 458  10 

Assessments  transferred  to  dues 7275 


Cash  on  hand  to  credit  Mortuary  Fund,  August  31,  1904  ....  119,285  92 

$263,316  77 

!L.  W.  QUICK,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

. Google 


20  cents  each. 
30  cents  each. 
60  cents  each. 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


official  directory. 


General  Offices,  St  Louis,  Mo. 


GRAND  OFFICERS. 


H.  B.  PERHAM. 
J.  A.  NEWMAN 


President.  L.  W.  QUICK. .. .Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

St  Louis,  Mo.  St  Louis,  Mo. 

First  Vice-President  T.  M.  PIERSON Second  Vice-President 

St  Louis,  Mo.  St  Louis,  Mo. 

D.  CAMPBELL Third  Vice-President 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  CoL  C.  E.  Layman,  Troutville,  Va. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretary),  care  Jefferson  st.  depot,  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet,  N.  S. 

Portland,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  170a  North  sad  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ADVERTISING. 

All  corfespondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  be  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION. — Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
H.  B.  Perham,  President,  St  Louis,  Mo. ; L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  St 
Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  F.  E.  Lye,  Gen’l  Sec'y,  Breslau,  Ont; 
D.  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  769  King  st, 
London,  Ont. 

NO.  a,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Sat- 
urdays each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  8th  floor  Bur- 
lington Building,  810  Olive  st.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
L.  W.  Quick,  Chief  Telegrapher,  7th  floor  Star 
Building,  St  Louis,  Mo.;  A.  Grunz,  S.  ft  T., 
Breese,  111. 

NO.  3.  HARRISBURG,  PA.-ddeets  xst  Thursday 
each  month  in  Mauk’s  Hall,  corner  6th  and  Kel- 
ler sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some  point  on 
Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thursday  evening 
each  month,  7 p.  m.  E.  L.  Zimmerman,  Chief 
Tel.,  2296  N.  6th  St,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  B.  H. 
Saltzman,  S.  & T.,  127  S.  14th  st,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

NO.  4,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st  Sat- 
urday at  8 p.  m.,  fourth  floor,  rear  room  1415 
Locust  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Wilson  G.  Bucher, 
Chief  Tel.,  5228  Harlan  st,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
W.  C.  Frazier,  S.  ft  T.,  5529  Thompson  st, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5. — Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  Southern 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  H.  L Carter,  Gen’l  Chairman,  2404 
Guinotte  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H.  Williams, 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Rail 
road  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  D.  C.  Leach,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Junction 
City,  Kan.;  A.  B.  Haines,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Room 
39,  Union  Depot,  Denver,  Col. 

NO.  7. — Division  covers  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  H.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68  Mel- 
bourne av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont;  P.  D. 
Hamel,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Blue  Bonnets,  P.  Q. 

NO.  8,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  at  9:30  a-  m.,  and  8:30  p.  m.,  in 
Fireman’s  Hall,  198  Seneca  st.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.; 
Thos.  J.  McDonnell,  Chief  Tel.,  183  Columbia 
av.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  O.  A.  SieH,  S ft  T.,  304 
Falconer  st.  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9.  NORTH  VERNON,  IND.— Meets  3d  Sat- 
urday of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  ft  L of 
H.  Hall,  Fifth  st.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  W.  B. 
Dobbins,  Chief  Tel.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  J.  E. 
Hudson,  S.  ft  T.,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY.  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Sunday 
at  2 p.  m.  to  12  midnight,  at  103  Montgomery 
St,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  W.  F.  Gaffeney,  Chief 
Tel,  22s  Warren  St.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.;  J.  H. 
Kelling,  S.  ft  T.,  232  6th  St,  Jersey  Gty,  N.  J. 

NO.  11,  OLD  TOWN,  MAINE.— Meets  4th  Satur- 
day each  month  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  94  Main  st, 
7:30  p.  m.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates,  Chief 
Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A.  Brackett,  S.  ft  T.. 
32  Coombe  st,  Bangor,  Me. 

NO.  12,  BELPRE,  OHIO.— Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month  at  B.  of  L.  F.  Hall,  Ckilb- 
cothe,  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel,  792  E. 
Main  st,  CMIHoothe,  O.;  John  F.  Eva*  & ft 
T.,  603  E.  2d  at,  Chillioothe.  O. 
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NO.  13. — Division  covest  Central  Vermont  Ry. 
System.  A.  U.  Mansfield,  Gen.  Chairman,  6 
Brown  av.,  St  Albans,  Vt;  R.  E.  Southgate, 
Gen.  S.  & T.,  Box  233,  St  Albans,  Vt 

NO.  14. — Division  covers  the  Norfolk  ft  Western 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chair* 
man.  C.  E.  Layman,  Gen’1  Chairman,  Trout* 
ville,  Va.;  T.  H.  Lankford,  Gen'l  S.  k T.,  P.  O. 
Box  xi,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15,  OTTAWA,  ONT.— Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexandria, 
Ont;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  & T.,  Maxville,  Ont 
Jos.  Corbett,  Legislative  Representative,  so8 
Daly  av.,  Ottawa,  Ont;  V.  J.  Mongeau,  Local 
Organizer,  Scotia,  Ont  Supplementary  meet* 
ings  held  Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each  month. 

NO.  16. — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
W.  H.  McFadden,  Gen'l  Chairman,  Owosso, 
Mich.;  J.  H.  Staley,  Gen'l  S.  k T.,  Falls  View, 
Ont. 

NO.  17.  BALTIMORE,  MD.- Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Shamberger,  Chief  Tel.,  Jackson’s  Wharf,  N. 
C.  R.  R.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Daniel  L.  Roller, 
S.  & T.,  1622  Holbrook  St,  Baltimore,  Md. 

NO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
& St  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut  Ohio;  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  69  Yonkers  st,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  19.  FORT  WORTH,  TEX.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Monday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  R.  M.  Purcell, 
Chief  Tel,  309  E.  15th  st,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.; 
B.  H.  Green,  S.  ft  T.,  315  E.  Weatherford  st., 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

NO.  jo,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  and  last 
Thursday  at  9:30  a.  m.,  at  Select  Knights’  Hall, 
22  Webster  st..  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.;  Joseph 
Mann,  Chief  Tel.,  90  Sweeney  st.,  Tonawanda, 
N.  Y.;  J.  Loft  us,  S.  ft  T.,  Akron,  N.  Y. 

NO.  21. — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton 
ft  Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  John  G.  Wenk,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 448  S.  4th  st,  Hamilton,  O.;  A.  C Buah- 
wmw,  Gen.  S.  ft  f.,  438  S.  Cincinnati  st,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 

NO.  22. — Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  ft 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  G.  W.  Woo  ley,  Gen'l  Chairman, 
Temple,  Tex.;  Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst.  Gen'l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T. ; R.  J.  Clark,  Gen’l 
S.  ft  T.,  Georgetown,  Tens. 

NO.  23. — Division  coven  Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft 
St  Paul  Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  O.  W.  Rcnahaw,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
2 West  14th  st,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  E.  A. 
Bradley,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Webster,  So.  Dak. 


NO.  24,  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA. — Meets  1st  Tues- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hall,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  N.  F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 
Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponsler,  S.  ft  T.,  935  Erie  av.,  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

NO.  25.— Division  covers  the  International  ft 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gen'l  Chairman, 
Troupe,  Tex.;  C.  W.  Runge,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T., 
Overton,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. — Meets  2d  Monday 
at  8 p.  m.  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  and  8 p. 
m.  of  each  month,  st  142  W.  125th  st.  New 
York.  M.  G.  Wooley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th  st  and 
8th  sv.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry.;  A.  L. 
McBain,  S.  ft  T.,  271  W.  126th  st,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

NO.  27.— WATERTOWN,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Tues- 
day each  month,  at  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbia  Hall,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
F.  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Tel.;  18  Lansing  st.,  Wa- 
tertown, N.  Y.;  H.  F.  North,  S.  ft  T.,  39  Or- 
chard st,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  M.  T.  Fenelou,  General  Chair- 
man, Barroteran,  Coah.,  Mex.;  Fausto  Trevino 
Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  Jaral,  Coah.,  Mex. 

NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  1st  Fri- 
day  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
E.  J.  M anion,  Chief  Tel.,  537  Howard  av.,  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack,  S.  ft  T.,  93 
Main  st..  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. — 'Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall,  n.  w.  cor.  13th 
and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Joseph  G. 
Madden,  Chief  Tel.,  6138  Vine  st.,  West  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.;  J.  A.  Quinn,  S.  & T.,  5531 
Thompson  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  Gen’l  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Holman, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  av.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St.  Louis  ft  San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Lamar,  Ma;  C.  G.  Kelso,  Acting  Gen. 
S.  ft  T.,  Lamar,  Mo. 

NO.  33- — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  ft  Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Van  Atta,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
i6J4  W.  Main  st,  Newark,  Ohio.  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  Gen’l  S.  ft  T.,  8x4  W.  9th  St,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

NO.  34.  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Meets  2d  Thurs- 
day at  9 a.  m.  and  4th  Thursday  at  8 p.  m., 
Schlitser  Hall,  X37  Clinton  av.,  north,  Roches* 

Digitized  by  VjAXCJV  LA 


Thk  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  in  Elks*  Hall,  over  Keith's 
Theatre,  Westminster  st..  Providence,  K.  I. 
Geo.  E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st., 
Auburn,  R.  I.;  Robt.  A.  Brown,  S.  & T.,  276 
Clarendon  st.,  Auburn.  R.  T. 

NO.  36. — Division  covers  the  Pennsylvania  Lines 
west  of  Pittsburg.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
chairman.  J.  L.  Gant,  GenM  S.  & T.,  723  W. 
Jefferson  st.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

NO.  37,  NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Fri 
day  evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m.,  Bank’s 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  A. 
C.  Langdon.  Chief  Tel.,  11  Morris  st.,  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y. ; Jos.  A.  Hannon,  Acting  S. 
& T..  Rye,  N.  Y. 

NO.  38.  SPRINGFIELD.  MASS. — Meets  third 
Saturday  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  33  Lyman  st.. 
Springfield,  Mass.  Geo.  P.  Alrutz,  Chief  Tel., 
68  Church  st.,  Hartford,  Conn.;  L.  H.  Pen- 
noyer,  S.  & T.,  39  Vassar  st.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

NO.  39. — Division  covers  the  Pere  Marquette  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. A.  A.  Watson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brighton, 
Mich.;  C.  A.  Rader,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Naples. 
Mich. 

NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clinton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va. ; 4th  Wednesday  at  Smith- 
deal  Hall,  Richmond.  Va.,  4th  Saturday  night 
in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  E.  L.  Strat- 
ton, Gen’l  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va. ; G.  P. 
Grogan,  Gen’l  S.  & T„  Ironton,  O. 

NO.  41,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. — Meets  2d  Saturday 
at  9-30  a.  in.,  4th  Saturday  at  7:30  p.  m.,  in 
K.  of  P.  Hall,  Lynch  Building,  120  S.  Salina 
st..  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  F.  Philp,  Chief  Tel., 
645  W.  Thomas  st.,  Rome,  N.  Y. ; J.  B.  Steele, 
S.  & T.,  231  Elliott  st.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

NO.  42.- -Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  Gen’l  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  st., 
Marion,  O.;  W.  L.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ham 
mond,  Ind. 

NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  T.  Peebles,  Gen’l  Chairman,  315  Ken- 
nedy st.,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Jas.  Ferguson,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  care  C.  N.  Ry.,  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 

NO.  44.  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  in.,  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22-24 
Harriman  av.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.;  E.  P.  Newcomb, 
Chief  Tel.,  993  Decatur  st.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
O.  A.  Hudson,  S.  & T.,  Corona,  N.  Y. 

NO.  45,  WOODSVILLE,  N.  II. — Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m..  K.  of  P.  Hall. 
\\  oodsville,  N.  H.  W.  J.  Yeaton,  Chief  Tel., 
W ondsville,  N.  II. ; John  M.  Guare,  S.  & T., 
Littleton,  N.  1L 


NO.  47.  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  1. — Meet- 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  R.  I 
S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  D.  Mont 

gomery.  Chief  Tel.,  Alberton,  P.  K.  L:  W.  H 
Slackford,  S.  & T.,  Royalty  Junction.  P.  K.  1 

NO.  48. — Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  C.  E.  Sayre,  GenM  Chairman,  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  Gen’l  S.  & T..  Jack 
son,  Ohio. 

NO.  49. — Division  covers  the  Denver  & Km 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  cal! 
of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  GenM  Chairman. 
Sail  da.  Col.;  E.  L.  Stovall,  GenM  S.  & T, 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  50,  PORTLAND,  ORE.— Meets  on  3d  Man 
day  of  each  month  at  9 p.  in.,  at  Portland.  Ore 
A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  & T.,  care  Jefferson  st.  depot. 
Portland,  Ore. 

NO.  5 1 -—Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  3d 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville. 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  i3;  at  Butler. 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  True* 
dell,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O.:  I.  J.  KiSei . 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52.  PITTSBURG,  PA.-Meets  ,st  and  3d 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  1119  Penn 
av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  D.  M.  Young,  Chief  Tel  . 
Oakmont,  Pa.;  H.  T.  McGuire,  Sec’y,  207  S 
Highland  av.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  J.  H.  Green. 
Treas.,  Pitcairn,  Pa. 

NO.  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  W.  E.  Davidson,  Gcn’l  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal.;  D.  W.  Koppikus. 
Gen’l  S.  & T.f  East  Oakland.  Cal. 

NO.  54— Division  covers  the  Northern  Paciht 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  F.  A.  Brown,  GenM  Chairman.  Rathdrum. 
Idaho;  E.  W.  Newman.  GenM  S.  & T..  70S 
8th  av.,  Helena,  Mont. 

NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling.  I^ke  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  J.  B.  Witherspoon,  GenM  Chairman.  Wil- 
liston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  GenM  S.  & T.,  Jew 
ett,  Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor.  Ass’t  Sec’y,  Massil- 
lon, Ohio. 

NO.  56,  WACO,  TEX. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  B.  F.  Shrimpton. 
Chief  Tel.,  P.  O.  Box  430,  Tyler,  Tex.;  E.  E 
Ely.  S.  A T.,  Box  72,  Cameron,  Texas. 

NO.  57. — Division  covers  the  Houston  & Texas 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  cal! 
of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  GenM  Chairman 
410  S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C.  Mor 
gan,  GenM  S.  & T.,  1808  Edwards  si.,  Houston. 
Tex. 
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NO.  58,  WILMINGTON,  DEL.— Meets  3d  Tues- 
day evening,  3d  floor.  Western  Union  Building, 
Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del.  P. 
Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  800  Walnut  st.,  Wil- 
mington, Del.;  W.  J.  Holton.  S.  & T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 

NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Meets  3d  Thurs- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  hall,  719  6th 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L.  Simcox, 
Chief  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  5*5  3d  st.  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

NO.  61,  CAMPBELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th 
Tuesday  evening  of  each  month  in  Engineers’ 
Hall,  Campbellton,  N.  H.  W.  P.  Hutchinson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Campbellton,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan, 
S.  & T.,  Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B.— Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st.,  Moncton,  N.  B.  P.  W.  D.  Campbell, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  I.  C.  R.  depot,  St.  Johns,  N. 
B. ; Clarence  O.  Davison,  Sec'y  and  Treas., 
Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE.— Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  1 p.  m.,  at  Victoria  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  O.  nouchard.  Chief  Tel.,  Montmagny, 
Que. ; Thomas  Samson,  S.  & T.,  Chaudiere  Jet., 
Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  65,  ROCHESTER,  N.  H.— Meets  at  8 p.  m. 
second  Saturday  each  month  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
Rochester,  N.  H.  J.  D.  Hussey,  Chief  Tel., 
P.  O.  Box  43,  Rochester,  N.  JJ. ; G.  F.  Berry, 
S.  & T.,  24  Portland  st.,  Rochester.  N.  II. 

NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S. — Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  Inglis  st.,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower 
Stewiacke,  N.  S. ; Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  & T., 
Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

NO.  67.  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  O.  U.  A.  M. 
Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
Peter  J.  Rowan,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’  Mills,  Pa.; 
P Oliver  Reigel,  S.  & T..  643  N.  Main  st., 
Pittston,  Pa. 

Sit.  69,  OGDEN.  UTAH.  -Meets  2d  Wednesday 
in  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  Johnson’s  Hall, 
Ogden,  Utah.  E.  G.  Burdick,  Chief  Tel.,  570 
25th  st.,  Ogden,  Utah;  C.  N.  Custead,  S.  & T., 
2061  Madison  st.,  Ogden,  Utah, 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  call  of  Chairman. 
B.  A.  Halstead,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Avon,  Minn.; 
F.  A.  Sherman,  Ass't  Gen’l  Chairman,  Index, 
Wash.;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Teton. 
Mont 


NO.  72,  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. — Meets  4th  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Suite  B,  German 
American  Bank  Building,  7th  and  Felix  sts., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.  W.  W.  Hall,  Chief  Tel.,  113 
S.  13th  st.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S. 
& T.,  Box  682,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73,  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th  floor 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Pa.  John  J.  Boyle,  Chief  Tel.,  Penn  Haven, 
Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.;  William  M.  Butler,  S.  & T.. 
107  S.  Vine  st.,  Hazleton,  Pa. 

NO.  74,  ELIZABETH,  N.  J. — Meets  2d  Saturday, 
8:15  p.  m.,  each  month,  Lodge  rooms,  Lyceum 
Theater  Bldg.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  John  Pender- 
gast.  Chief  Tel..  Cranford.  N.  J. 

NO.  75,  MACON,  GA. — Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chief  Tel.  at  Knights  of  Fidelity  Hall,  on 
Cotton  av.,  Macon,  Ga. ; M.  Burns,  Chief  Tel., 
Barnesvillc,  Ga.;  T.  W.  Duffy,  S.  & T.,  James, 

Ga. 

NO.  76.— Division  covers  the  Chicago  & North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Jewell 
Junction,  Iowa;  W.  J.  Liddane,  Ass’t  Gen’l 
Chairman,  462  Beaumont  st.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
Ira  Kempkes,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Marshalltown,  la. 

NO.  77,  DENVER,  COL. — Meets  1st  Saturday 
evening  in  each  month  at  room  35,  Club  Bldg.. 
173*  Arapahoe  st.,  Denver,  Col.  F.  P.  Spratlcn, 
Chief  Tel  .,  2210  E.  13th  av.,  Denver,  Col.;  W . 
E Meyers.  S.  & T.,  Room  39,  Union  Depot. 
Denver,  Col. 

NO.  78,  ALBANY,  .N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
each  month  at  7:30  p.  m.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall, 
82  S.  Pearl  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  L.  L.  Latta, 
Chief  Tel.,  3*2  E.  Main  st.,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.; 
B.  M.  Nicholls,  S.  & T.,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 

NO.  79.  CORNWALL,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  cor.  Broad- 
way and  Calder  st.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  at  7:20 
p.  m.  W.  F.  Decker,  Chief  Tel.,  Stony  Point. 
N.  Y.;  G.  R.  Atkins,  S.  & T.,  Marlboro,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y. 

NO.  80. — Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  vN 
Naviga  ion  Co.  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen’l  S.  & T.. 
Heppner.  Ore. 

NO.  81. — -Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
Chairman.  B.  A.  Beckenstein,  Gen’l  Chairman. 
Woodland  Park,  Col.;  Guy  Sailing,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Cascade  Canyon,  Col. 


NO.  7*.  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA  — Meets  2d  Satur 
day  in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m..  in  Clingman 
Hall,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  Harvey  W.  Warren, 
Chief  Tel.,  Hedrick,  Iowa;  F.  H.  McCarl,  S.  & 
T.,  Box  59,  Gilman,  Iowa. 


NO.  82. — Division  covers  the  Delaware.  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  System.  Meets  sub 
jeet  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E.  Schu, 
Gcn’l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y. ; 1..  B.  Ben- 
nett. Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Wayland,  X.  Y. 
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NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  & Aroostook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden  Station,  Me.;  Geo.  H.  Fox, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  So.  La  Grange,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J.— Meets  2d  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.,  at  Morgan's  Hall,  4th  and  Market  sts., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Geo.  H.  Bogart,  Chief  Tel.,  729 
Linden  st.,  Camden,  N.  J. ; W.  S.  Cafferty,  S. 
& T.,  28  West  Cedar  av.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Friday  nt 
8 p.  h.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  st., 
Trenton,  N.  J.  Geo.  Q.  Eppeheimer,  Chief  Tel., 
4736  Tacony  st.,  Frankford,  Philadelphia,  l*a.; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  & T.,  41  Wilkinson  pi.,  Tren- 
ton, N.  J. 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  I*A.— Meets  2d  Wednesday 
at  10:15  a.  in.,  and  4th  Wednesday  at  7:30  p. 
m.,  in  Lee  Bldg.,  E.  12th  st.,  between  Sth  ami 
qth  avs.,  Altoona.  Pa.  J.  W.  McCoy,  Chief 
Tel.,  Kipple,  Fa.;  R.  Ulysses  Cline,  S.  & T., 
21 1 1 Beale  av.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87.  SCRANTON,  PA.— Meets  1st  Monday 
evening  of  each  month  at  Hennies’  Hall,  Price- 
burg,  Pa.  J.  W.  Sampson,  Chief  Tel.,  Dickson 
City,  Pa.;  H.  I).  Pfoor,  S.  & T.,  Jermyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88. — Division  covers  the  Texas  & Pacific  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escude,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Mansura,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS. — Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month,  at  p.  in.,  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  J.  F.  F'rancis, 
Chief  Tel.,  Passenger  Station,  Brockton,  Mass.; 
W.  L.  Wright,  S.  & T.,  192  Dartmouth  st., 
Boston,  Mass. 

NO.  qo,  UTICA,  N.  Y. — Meets  3d  Wednesday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  Royal  Arcanum  Hall, 
Devereaux  st.,  Utica,  N.  Y.  W.  B.  Bucklin, 
Chief  Tel.,  St.  Jehnsville,  N.  Y.;  C.  J.  Bruck- 
ert,  S.  & T..  Frankfort,  N.  Y. 

NO.  9!,  CHICAGO.  ILL. — Meets  1st  and  3d  Fri- 
days of  each  month.  8 p.  in.,  at  206  I «a  Salle  st.. 
cor.  Adams  st..  Hall  “C,”  4th  floor,  elevator 
service,  Chicago,  111.;  Clara  M.  Roth,  Chief 
Tel.,  0305  Vernon  av.,  Chicago,  111.;  E.  E. 
Livezey,  S.  St  T.,  12,37  Newport  av.,  Chicago,  111. 

NO.  92. — Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
& Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C.  Dundon,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y.;  O.  B.  Britton, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  144  \Y.  Long  av.,  Dubois,  Pa. 

NO.  93.  -Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Kail 
road  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dcrinody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Meunds.  111.;  L.  \Y.  Hill,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis.  Ass’t  Gen’l  ( hair- 
man,  Areola.  Miss.;  R.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l  S 
\ T.,  Anna.  111. 


NO.  94,  MERIDIAN,  MISS. — Meets  4th  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Wopdman’s  llall.  Me 
ridian.  Miss.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  Chief  Tel.,  m 
care  of  M.  & O.  freight  depot.  Mobile,  Ala.; 

R.  L.  Howell,  S.  & T.,  Catherine  st.  and  S 
Blair  av.,  Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  95,  PORTLAND,  ME.— H.  G.  Adams,  Chief 
Tel.,  Cumberland  Center,  Me.;  E.  J.  Hayes. 

S.  & T.,  Leeds  Jet.,  Maine. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. E.  N.  Byergo,  Gen’l  Chairman.  Savan- 
nah, Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  St«:V- 
ton.  111. 

NO.  97. — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  D.  May,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Carlton,  Ga; 
F.  O.  Cummings,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Seaboard,  N.  C 
NO.  08,  JERSEY  SHORE,  PA.— Meets  3d  Wed 
nesday  each  month  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.  H.  1>. 
Martin,  Chief  Tel.,  Linden,  Pa.;  A.  W.  Harris, 
S.  & T.,  Castanea,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa. 

NO.  99.  OSSINING.  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Tuesday 
each  month  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Ossining,  N.  Y., 
and  1st  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Hawthorne 
Hall.  Main  st.  and  Buena  Vista  av.,  Yonkers. 
N.  Y.  H.  L.  Wood,  Chief  Tel.,  Croton  (on 

Hudson),  N.  Y.;  E.  Neumuller,  S.  & T.,  126 
Union  st.,  High  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  ioo,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.— Meets  3d  Mon 
day  each  month,  hall  cor.  16th  & Penn  sts.,  Kan 
sas  City,  Mo.  R.  II.  Winchester,  Chief  Tci.. 

812  Locust  st..  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  C.  B.  Casner. 
S.  &-  T..  435  W.  13th  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NO.  ioi,  QUEBEC.  —Meets  1st  Sunday  each 

month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet.,  Que..  and  Shaw 
enegan  Jet.,  Que.,  alternately.  V.  H.  I^fcbvre. 
Chief  Tel.,  Shawenegan  Jet.,  Champlain,  Que.; 
J G.  Sirois,  S.  & T.,  Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  102,  PHILADELPHIA.  PA.— Meets  4th 

Tuesday  eve  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  Columbia 
Hall,  Room  2,  sepond  floor,  1325  Columbia 
ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Clarence  T.  Praul. 
Chief  Tel.,  Bethayres,  Pa.;  J.  Webb  Richman. 
Acting  S.  Si  T.,  2202  F'itzwater  st..  Philadelphia. 
Pa. 

NO.  103,  STELLA RTON,  N.  S.-  A.  Fraser.  Chief 
Tel.,  Ferrona  Junction,  N.  S.;  N.  G.  Miinn«, 
S.  &•  T.,  Box  152,  Stcllarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  104,  AYER,  M.\.  — Meets  third  Sunday 

each  month  at  10:45  a.  m.  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall. 
Ayer,  Mass.;  Percy  Hallenbeck,  Chief  Telegra 
pher,  Groton,  Mass.;  J.  T.  Lee.  S.  & T..  102 
Ash  st.,  Nashua,  N.  H. 

NO  u»5.  CONCORD.  N.  H.— W.  H.  Mesenrr. 
Chief  Tel.,  Penacook,  N.  H.;  H.  O.  Colby.  S. 
& T.,  7 V Spring  st.,  Concord,  N.  11. 

NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y—  Meets  2d  Sunday 
each  month  at  11  a.  m.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  E.  M.  Bevier,  Chief  lei..  Sa 
binsville.  Pa.;  J.  M.  Bergen,  S & T..  Klkland. 
Pa. 
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NO.  i io,  RENOVO,  PA.- — Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St.  Clair  av.,  Rcnovo,  Pa.  A.  C.  llanes, 
Chief  Tel.,  Johnsonburg,  Pa.;  C.  L.  Chadwick, 
S.  & T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  1 16. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  & Atlantic  Railway  System.  Meetings 
last  Sunday  of  months  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember and  December  in  Siegel’s  Hall,  Mar- 
quette, Mich.  E.  J.  Stuesser,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kcarsarge,  Mich.;  J.  E.  Pepple,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Ncstoria,  Mich. 

NO.  117,  SHAMOKIN,  PA. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.f  in  I.  ().  O.  F.  Hall, 
Mahanoy  City,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at  8 
p.  m.,  months  February,  April,  June,  August, 
October  and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall, 
Shamokin,  Pa.  N.  W.  Gable,  Chief  Tel.,  Gor- 
don, Pa.;  H.  M.  Michael,  S.  & T.,  Ashland,  Pa. 

NO.  1 18. — Division  covers  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  B.  Doughty,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Baltimore,  Ohio;  H.  E.  Dilger,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Ccnterburg,  Ohio. 

NO.  1 19. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  & Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O. 

R.  Hatton,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brootcn,  Minn.; 
F.  C.  Paine,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Parker’s  Prairie, 
Minn. 

NO.  120. — Division  covers  Lake  Erie  & Western 
Railway  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kempton,  Ind. ; Edward  Keever,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Dayton,  Ind. 

NO.  x 2 1 . — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  A.  L.  Alderman,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
South  Oshkosh,  Wis. ; II.  O.  Lengelsen,  Gen’l 

S.  & T.,  Roscndale,  Wis. 

NO.  122,  CHESTER,  ILL.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
nights  each  month,  Odd  Fellows’  Bldg.,  Chester, 
111.  Don  Davi9,  Chief  Tel.,  Pinckneyville,  111.; 
W.  S.  Mitchell,  S.  & T.,  Chester,  111. 

NO.  123. — Division  covers  Minneapolis  & St. 
Louis  Railway  System.  H.  C.  Yutzy,  Gen’l 

S.  & T.,  Humboldt,  Iowa. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  & West 
Texas  Railway  System.  V(.  H.  Price,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Corrigan,  Tex.;  R.  B,  Wright,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Brighton,  Tenn. 

NO.  125,  FREDERICKSBURG,  V A.— Meets  ad 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
10th  and  C sts.,  Fredericksburg,  Va. ; W.  T. 
Thompson,  Chief  Tel.,  Fredericksburg,  Va. ; S. 
R.  Gentry,  S.  & T.,  21 1 Main  st.,  Fredericks- 
burg. Va. 

NO.  126. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
X-  Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart, 
Gen’l  Chairman,  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  E. 
Schooler,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Marseilles,  111. 


NO.  127,  VIRGINIA,  MINN.— C.  J.  Keenan, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  VV.  W.  Woodward,  Alborn, 
Minn.;  J.  F.  Kenney,  S.  & T.,  care  W.  W. 
Woodward,  Alborn,  Minn. 

NO.  128. — Division  covers  San  Antonio  and  Aran- 
sas Pass  Railway  System.  A.  J.  Parnell,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Flatonia,  Tex.;  F.  L.  Skinner,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  care  Beaumont  Cotton  Exchange,  Beau- 
mont, Texas. 

NO.  1 29.—  Division  covers  Lake  Shore  & Michigan 
Southern  Railway  System.  A.  T.  Sill,  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Ashtabula,  ().;  J.  L.  Kope,  Gen’l  S. 
& T..  Delta,  Ohio. 

NO.  130. — Dixision  covers  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  System.  W.  A.  Henry,  Gen’l 
S.  &*  T.,  Ravenna,  Neb. 

NO.  131. — Division  covers  Colorado  & Southern 
Railway  System.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, 710  Cooper  Bldg.,  Denver,  Col.;  H.  M. 
Stamp,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Walsenburg,  Col. 

NO.  132. — Division  covers  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railway  System.  J.  H.  Williams.  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Timmonsville,  S.  C.;  John  O’ Donald,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  High  Springs,  Fla.  . 

NO.  1 33? — S YDN EY,  N.  S—  R.  Jackson,  Chief 
Tel.,  North  Sydney,  N.  S.;  M.  D.  E.  McKeigan, 

S.  & T.,  Leitches  Creek,  C.  B.  N.  S. 

NO.  134,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Meets  3d 
Sunday  each  month  at  136  East  Bay  st.,  Herki- 
mer Bldg.,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  L.  R.  Funderburk, 
Chief  Tel.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  W.  E. 
Stephens,  S.  & T.,  Box  481,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

NO.  i35>  OLEAN,  N.  Y.— Meets  3d  Monday 
evening  each  month  at  Elk’s  Hall,  cor.  Union 
and  State  sts.,  Olean,  N.  Y.  M.  H.  Connors, 
Chief  Tel.,  Cuba,  N.  Y.;  W.  J.  McCartan,  S.  & 

T. ,  433  N.  1st  st.,  Olean,  N.  Y. 

NO.  136,  READING,  PA.— Meets  3d  Friday  of 
each  month.  Macolm  A.  MacNeil,  Chief  Tel., 
1x51  Bailey  st.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  C.  F.  Petree, 

S.  & T.,  93a  Pear  st.,  Reading,  Pa. 

NO.  137. — Division  covers  El  Paso  & Northeast- 
ern Railway  System.  R.  E.  Hanrahan,  General 
Chairman,  Alamogordo,  New  Mexico.  N.  H. 
Pease,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Oscuro,  New  Mexico. 

NO.  1 38. --Division  covers  C,  C.,  C.  & St  L. 
Railway  System.  F.  W.  Davisson,  Gen'l  S.  & 

T. ,  2304  Stewart  st.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

NO.  139,  NORTH  ADAMS,  MASS.— Meets  on 
the  second  Saturday  of  each  month  in  Odd 
Fellowrs’  Hall,  North  Adams,  Mass.  Chas.  K. 
Potter,  Chief  Tel.,  Iloosick,  N.  Y. ; G.  A.  John 
son,  S.  & T.,  Eagle  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

NO.  140. — Division  covers  Toledo,  St.  Louis  & 
Western  Ry.  G.  T.  Ritter,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ca- 
yuga, Ind. 
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Select  your  Winter 
Overcoat  from 


Samples  of  Cloth 

Buy  from  the  largest  and  most  favorably 
known  house  in  the  world. 


icuon  in  oar  Free  sample  hook  ns  oi  resay 
its  st  94.50  up  to  $16.50.  Writs  to-day  for 

fie  Book  W8.  You  csn  easily  select  just what 
With  the  sample  book  we  also  send 


29  good  sised  samples  of  cloth,  neatly  arranged  for 
your  selection  in  our  Free  Sample  Book  W2  of  ready 

made  suits  at  $4.50  up  ‘ * ""  * ■ 

Free  Samplt  ~ 

you  want.  __ 

order  blanks,  instructions,  and  advice  for  ordering, 
measuring,  and  remitting;  tape  line  measure  and 
self-measurement  blanks.  Do  not  order  without 
first  sending  for  our  sample  book  W2,  containing 
SO  pieces  of  the  best  fabrics  and  handsomest  pat- 
terns. Ask  for  book  W2.  Free  to  any  address. 


Montgomery  Ward  & Co. 

Michigan  Avs.,  Madison  and  Washington  8ts.«  Chicago 


The 

Big  Four 

Route 

Through  Train  Service 

Between 

Cincinnati 

Toledo 

and  Detroit 

(Via  Michigan  Central  R.  R.) 

& Daily  Trains  3 

each  way. 

Parlor  Cars.  Sleepers.  Dining  Cars. 

Ask  for  Tickets  via 

BIQ  FOUR 

WARREN  J.  LYNCH,  Gen’l  Pass.  Agent, 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


0.  R.  T.  DIVISION  CARD  CASES. 

By  Mall.  Cash  with  order. 


Mo.  1— Leather  Case  for  Division  Card,  name 

placed  on  flap  In  gold 

He.  •— Imitation  Seal,  one  open  pace  pocket  and 
one  pocket  for  oards,  etc.,  with  name  stamped 

on  flap  in  gold 

He.  8 — Genuine  Black  Oalf  paaa  ease,  regular 
pocket  and  card  pocket  and  receptacle  on  other 

side,  with  name  stamped  on  flap  In  gold  

For  stamping  address,  15c  perllne  extra. 

One-half  dosen  Mephlsto  Copying  Pencils 

One  dosen  lots,  75c. 


50c 

70c 

05c 

40c 


100  Visiting  Cards,  with  leather  case,  with 
or  without  O.  R.  T.  Monogram.  £ f f|f| 

By  mail.  Cash  with  order #lsUll 


McLEAN  PRINTINfi  GO., 

1 1 1 N.  eth  St.  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Samples  of  Wedding  Invitations,  lie. 


DRINKING  MEN 
NO  LONGER  EMPLOYED 
0Y  RAILROADS. 

The  Railroad  Companies  have  made  a general 
rule  that  they  will  not  employ  drinking  men.  If 
yon  drink  your  position  Is  in  danger.  There  is 
only  one  B&fe  way  to  do  away  with  the  liquor 
habit,  and  that  la  to  take  a first-class  treatment. 

In  the  past  twelve  years  I have  cored  more 
than  5000  railroad  men,  who  now  hold  good 
positions.  This  is  done  at  a small  coat,  with  no 
publicity,  at  your  own  home,  with  no  losa  of 
time.  Write  me  confidentially  for  free  advice  if 
you  are  drinking.  Book  on  Alcoholism  sent  free. 

D.  C.  Bartlett,  M.  D.. 

155  A 157  Washington  St„  CHICAGO. 


THE 

PHILLIPS 


PRICE,  ONE  DOLLAR 


ADDRE88 

L.  W.  QUICK,  JKViar 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


TELEGRAPHERS9  LINIMENT 


THE  RAILROAD  TELE8RAPHER 

Subsoription,  $1.00  Per  Year. 


THE  LATE8T  RING  OUT. 


Thia  Beautiful  Dice  Ring 
is  made  of  four  strands  of 
twisted  gold  filled  wire,  and 
is  warrnntedforS years.  Get 
one  while  they  last.  Send  us 
the  size  around  your  finger 
together  with  ONLY  35c  and 
receive  one,  postpaid. 

THE  ERNST  NOVELTY  CO. 
P.  0.  Box  649.  Peoria,  III. 


Will  cure  operators’  paralysis  or  writers’ 
cramp  in  all  its  stages.  It  keeps  the  arm 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  It  is  a soothing, 
softening,  relaxing  liniment,  working  di 
rectly  on  the  muscles  and  tendons  of  the 
arm  and  wrist.  It  puts  new  power  into  the 
arm. 

Telegraphers'  Liniment  is  not  only  a cure 
but  it  is  a preventative.  An  occasional  ap- 
plication will  help  the  best  of  arms. 

Sent  prepaid  on  receipt  of  price, 
f 1.00  per  bottle. 


F.  J.  McDannel, 
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THE  ORDER  OF  RAILROAD  TELEGRAPHERS. 


PETITION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

Officers  and  Members,  Division  No 

The  Subscriber  

by  occupation  a — of years’ 

experience,  born  in 

voluntarily  offers  himself  as  a candidate  for  initiation  into  THE  ORDER 
OF  RAILROAD  TELEGRAPHERS,  and  agrees,  if  admitted,  that  he  will 
cheerfully  conform  to  all  the  laws,  rules,  mandates  and  edicts  of  the  Order. 
I have  not  been  rejected  for  membership  in  the  Order  within  the  past  year. 
Fee  enclosed,  $ 

Signature  of  Petitioner 

Dated  at this day  of 190 — 

*My  postoffice  address  is — — — — - 

Employed  by Railroad. 


This  Is  to  Certify:  That  we,  the  subscribers,  are  personally 

acquainted  with  Mr 

and,  from  a confidence  in  his  integrity  and  the  uprightness  of  his  intention, 
do  cheerfully  recommend  and  propose  him  as  a proper  candidate  for  member- 
ship in  this  Order. 


*Be  careful  and  fill  in  your  postoffice  address. 


RECOMMENDERS. 
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Derby  Oak 


Order  one  of  these  heaters  and  If  yon  do  not  find 
; a first-class  coal  burner,  a better  bargain  than  v«*u 

f*  tain  anywhere  else,  send  it 
our  expense.  Made  of  heavy 
d steel,  trimmed  with  pol- 
oiekle.  large  fire  pot.  every 
sely  fitted,  and  mode  perfect- 
ly air  tight.  A clean  otove 
easily  operated,  ten-inch 
body,  36  inches  high.  For 
wood  $3.50,  for  coal  $3.55.  b<  th 
wood  and  coal  $3  *2.  125  other 
styles  of  stoves,  ranges  and 
heaters,  fully  described, 
priced,  and  illustrated  incur 
new  stove  catalogue.  Don't 
buy  a stove  of  any  kind  un- 
til you  have  seen  our  prices 
ana  styles,  the  finest  Iiue  of 
honestly  made  stoves  in 
America.  Let  ns  send  you 
our  handsome  40-page  stove 
catalogue,  contalnii  g 
freight  rates,  large  illnstia- 
tions,  detail  descriptions, 
and  mm  h interesting  stove 
information,  also  manufsc- 


BRIGHTON 

CLASP  Garter 


r iniorniuiMiii,  uiauui»c> 

If  tnrer’s  prices  on  the  finest 
'I  stoves  ever  offered  for  sale, 
g Send  a postal  and  a«k  for 


^ Special  40  Pace  Stove  Cata- 
logue; yon  cannot  afford  to  buy  until  you  hare 
seen  it.  Write  at  once. 

Montgomery  Ward  & Co. 

Michigan  A ve. , Madison  and  Washington  Sts.,  Chicago 


That  confined  feeling  nl>out  tliecnlvesof 
the  legs  hi  unknown  with  the  Brighton. 
It  never  binds,  pulls  nor  rubs.  Made 
from  one  piece  of  pure  silk  webbing, 
with  ruot-proof  nickel  trimmings. 
Price  25c.  at  all  stores  or  by  mull. 

PIONEER  SUSPENDER  CO., 

718  Market  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Milkers  of  Pioneer  Suspenders. 


RBRHIH  BHORTHAMO. 

What  does  , *“» 

It  say!  / J learn  shorthand. 

Do  vou  know  that  the  answer  of  mM^ailroad  ofDdala, 
should  you  inquire  to  what  they  attribute  their  rise, 
would  be:  “To  my  knowledge  of  shorthand.”  It  la  true. 
Why  not  prepare  for  a position i giving  you  shorter  hours, 
a larger  salary,  and  better  chances  for  advancenteatf 
Study  between  calls.  We  teaeb  Persinfherthamd 

Text  book  on  approval:  booklet,  all  about Pernln  Ptoso- 
graphy,  FREE  on  spphcatlon.  Writ*. 

The  Pernln  Correepondenct  School,  Dotrolt.  Mich. 


WONDERFUL  STOVE-SMS® 

« BURNS  t»os  A I H— ONLY  104  OILGAS, 
gcflftr, , 720©  sold  one  mouth.  Customers dalighted 
4 IB  Bf  Harrison  Valveleae  Oil  gas  Kora 

H Splendid  for  cooking!  also heauna rooms, 
r store*,  oflioea  ete..  with  Radi- 

V ntor  ittoh.  Ho  wlok,  dirt,  or 
1 _ J A Lashee— no  coal  bills  or  drodr- 

t try  cheap,  safe  fuel.  10c  to m 

nCPl  a week  should  furnish  fuel-wees 

t i f ir  cooking  forsmall  family. 

Kindly  operated  — absolutely 

PP*  ‘'Vf*  _«-»•  . ¥f'/  safe— all  rteiJSap.  Write— 
^ < >.(>. lew  FREE  and  Special 

l* rice*.  AGENTS  \Y  \NTK1S-|4»  Weekly.  A Mreee 
World  Mftf.  Co.,  57!»0  World  IlMd'g,  Cfn^tnnntl.  O. 


BIG  MONEY! 


Can  be  made  by  anyone  with  $5.00  a 
month  capital  in  certain  stocks,  we  are 
in  position  to  give  you  the  only  reliable  in- 
side information.  Write  to-day  if  you  want 
to  make  a fortune. 

UNION  SECURITY  CO.f 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 


492  Gaff  Bldg 


ANDREWS’  TYPEWRITER  CHAIR, 

Delivered  anywhere  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  for  $4.00.  Spring 
Hr  ateel,  extra  heavy  wire.  Jap.  Copper 
'i\  Polished  Frame. 

We.  Warranted  for  a Life-time. 

X A.  H.  ANDREWS  CO.,  Mfrs, 

d. ,14.00.  174  Wabaah  Ave.,  CHICAGO. 


jj^n  V A trial  package  of  a new 

sR^X  and  wonderful  remedy 

& 15a.  mailed  free  to  convince 

shhhH  j.enplo  it  actually  gr. ' w . 

hair,  stops  hair  falling 
out,  removes  dandruff 
y 7^-^— «—  •■h.waw  and  quickly  restores  lux- 
rUnu  urotcih  o/uwr  Vu«  uriant  growth  to  shining 

0 F»«o  Treatment.  scalps,  eyebrows  and  eye- 

Sond  your  name  and  address  to  the  Altonheim 

1 Dispensary.  2681  Foso  Bldg.,  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 
ree  trial  package,  enclosing  a 2 cent  stamp  to 
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OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY. 


General  Offices,  St  Louis,  Mo. 


GRAND  OFFICERS. 

H.  D.  PERHAM President.  L.  \V.  QUICK ...  .Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

St  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

J A.  NEWMAN First  Vice-President.  T.  M PIERSON Second  Vice-President. 

St  Louis,  Mo.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

D.  CAMPBELL Third  Vice-President. 

86  Concord  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  L.  A.  Tanquary  (Chairman),  Cotopaxi,  Col.  C.  E.  layman,  Troutville,  Va. 

A.  O.  Sinks  (Secretary),  care  Jefferson  st.  depot,  G.  O.  Forbes,  Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

Portland,  Ore.  L.  K.  Marr,  170 2 North  s^d  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

ADVERTISING. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  advertising  should  he  addressed  to  W.  N.  Gates,  Advertising 
Manager,  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DIVISION  DIRECTORY. 


GRAND  DIVISION. — Attached  membership  not 
confined  to  any  particular  railroad  or  territory. 
II.  B.  Perham,  President,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  L. 
W.  Quick,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  1. — Division  covers  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
William  Faskin,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Port  Dover, 
Ont.;  F.  E.  Lyc,  Gen’l  Sec’y,  Breslau,  Ont.; 
I).  L.  Shaw,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  769  King  st., 
London,  Ont. 

NO.  2,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.— Meets  1st  and  3d  Sat- 
urdays each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  8th  floor  Bur- 
lington Building,  810  Olive  st.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
L.  W.  Quick,  Chief  Telegrapher,  7th  floor  Star 
Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  A.  Grunz,  S.  & T., 
Breeze,  111. 

NO.  3.  HARRISBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  Thursday 
each  month  in  Mauk’s  Hall,  corner  6th  and  Kel- 
ler sts.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  at  some  point  on 
Middle  Division  P.  R.  R.,  3d  Thursday  evening 
each  month,  7 p.  m.  E.  L.  Zimmerman,  Chief 
Tel.,  55  N.  17th  9t.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  B.  H. 
Saltzman,  S.  & T.,  1711  Market  St.,  Harris- 
bunr.  Pa. 

NO.  4,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  on  1st  Sat- 
urday at  8 p.  m.,  fourth  floor,  rear  room  1415 
Locu?*t  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Wilson  G.  Bucher, 
Chief  Tel.,  5228  Harlan  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
W.  C.  Frazier,  S.  & T.,  5529  Thompson  st., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  5. — Division  covers  the  Kansas  City,  South- 
ern Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  H.  L.  Carter,  Gen’l  Chairman,  3417 
Morrell  av.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  P.  H.  Williams, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Drexel,  Mo. 


NO.  6. — Division  covers  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. Chas.  E Moore,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Chey- 
enne, Wyo.;  A.  B.  Haines,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Room  39,  Union  Depot,  Denver,  Col. 

NO.  7.  -Division  covers  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. VV.  II.  Allison,  Gen’l  Chairman,  68  Mel- 
bourne av.,  Parkdale,  Toronto,  Ont.;  P.  D. 
Hamel,  Ass’t  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Blue  Bonnets,  P.  Q. 

NO.  q,  NORTH  VERNON,  INI).— Meets  3d  Sat- 
urday of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  K.  & L.  of 
II.  Hall,  Fifth  st..  North  Vernon,  Ind. ; W.  B. 
Dobbins,  Chief  Tel.,  North  Vernon,  Ind.;  J.  E. 
Hudson,  S.  & T.,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

NO.  10,  JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Holmes  Hall, 
96  Montgomery  st.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  W.  F. 
Gaffeney,  Chief  Tel.,  223  Warren  st.,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.;  J.  H.  Kelling,  S.  & T.,  232  6th  st., 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

NO.  11.  OLD  TOWN,  ME.— Meets  4th  Satur- 
day each  month  at  Mechanics’  Hall,  94  Main  st., 
7:30  p.  m.,  Bangor,  Me.  H.  N.  Bates,  Chief 
Tel.,  Gardiner,  Me.;  B.  A.  Brackett,  S.  & T., 
32  Coombe  st.,  Bangor,  Me. 

NO.  12,  BELPRE,  OHIO. — Meets  4th  Wednesday 
night  of  each  month  at  B.  of  L.  F.  Hall,  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio.  E.  P.  McGue,  Chief  Tel.,  792  E. 
Main  9t.,  Chillicothe,  O.;  John  F.  Evans,  S.  & 
T.,  603  E.  2d  st.,  Chillicothe,  O. 

NO.  13. — Division  covers  Central  Vermont  Ry. 
System.  A.  H.  Mansfield,  Gen.  Chairman,  6 
Brown  av.,  St.  Albans,  Vt. ; R.  E.  Southgate, 
Gen.  S.  & T.,  Box  233,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 
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NO.  14. — Division  covers  the  Norfolk  & Western 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  chair- 
man. C.  E.  Layman,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Trout- 
ville,  Va.;  T.  H.  Lankford,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  P.  O. 
Box  11,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

NO.  15,  OTTAWA,  ONT.— Meets  on  4th  Sunday 
of  each  month  at  Glen  Robertson,  Ont.  G.  W. 
Shepherd,  Chief  Tel.  and  Chairman,  Alexandria, 
Ont.;  G.  Chalmers,  S.  & T.,  Maxville,  Ont 
Jos.  Corbett.  Legislative  Representative,  208 
Daly  av.,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  V.  J.  Mongeau,  Local 
Organizer,  Scotia,  Ont  Supplementary  meet- 
ings held  Depot  Harbor,  4th  Sunday  each  month. 

NO.  16. — Division  covers  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
J.  C.  Culkins,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Albion,  Mich.; 
J.  H.  Staley,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Falls  View,  Ont 

NO.  17,  BALTIMORE,  MD.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  Old  Town  Bank 
Building,  3d  floor,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Shamberger,  Chief  Tel.,  1617  Patterson  av., 
Baltimore,  Md.;  Daniel  L.  Koller,  S.  & T.,  16 22 
Holbrook  st.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

NO.  18. — Division  covers  the  New  York,  Chicago 
& St.  Louis  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  Chairman.  E.  J.  Parrish,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Box  91,  Conneaut,  Ohio;  F.  R.  Terbrack, 
Gen’l  S.  Sc  T.,  69  Yonkers  st.,  Cleveland,  O. 

NO.  21. — Division  covers  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil- 
ton fit  Dayton  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  James  Shine,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Sidney,  Ohio;  A.  C.  Bushwaw,  Gen’l  S. 
fit  T.,  438  S.  Cincinnati  st.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

NO.  22. — Division  covers  the  Missouri,  Kansas  fit 
Texas  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  G.  W.  Wooley,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Temple,  Tex.;  Hugh  G.  Flagg,  Asst.  Gen’l 
Chairman,  Canadian,  I.  T.;  R.  J.  Clark,  Gen’l 

S.  Sc  T.,  3317  Lucas  ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

NO.  23. — Division  covers  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chairman.  O.  W.  Renshaw,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
2 West  14th  st.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  E.  A. 
Bradley,  Gen’l  S.  fit  T.,  Webster,  So.  Dak. 

NO.  24,  WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.— Meets  1st  Tues- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus Hali,  4th  and  Pine  sts.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  N.  F.  Braucht,  Chief  Tel.,  McElhattan, 
Pa.;  J.  N.  Sponsler,  S.  & T.,  935  Erie  ave., 
Williamsport,  Pa. 

NO.  25. — Division  covers  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  Railway  System.  Meets  subject 
to  call  of  Chairman.  J.  Devers,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Trcupe,  Tex.;  C.  W.  Runge,  Gen’l  S.  & 

T. ,  Overton,  Tex. 

NO.  26,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Monday 
at  8 p.  m.  and  4th  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  and  8 p. 
m.  of  each  month,  at  142  W.  125th  st.,  New 
York.  M.  G.  Wooley,  Chief  Tel.,  155th  st.  and 
8th  ave.,  New  York,  care  Putnam  Ry. ; A.  L. 
McBain,  S.  & T.,  271  W.  126th  st.,  New  York, 
N.  Y, 


NO.  28. — Division  covers  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional Railway  System.  Meets  subject  fro  call  of 
the  Chairman.  M.  T.  Fenelon,  General  Chair- 
man, Barroteran,  Coah.,  Mex. ; Fausto  Trevino. 
Gen'l  S.  & T.,  Jaral,  Coah.,  Mex. 

NO.  29,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Meets  1st  Fri- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
48  Church  st.,  cor.  Crown,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
E.  J.  Man  ion,  Chief  Tel.,  537  Howard  ave..  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  G.  F.  McCormack,  S.  fit  T.,  93 
Main  st.,  West  Haven,  Conn. 

NO.  30,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  3d  Fri- 
day at  8 p.  m.,  in  Dental  Hall,  n.  w.  cor.  13th 
and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Joseph  G 
Madden,  Chief  Tel.,  Berwyn,  Pa.;  J.  A.  Quinn, 

S.  & T.,  5531  Thompson  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NO.  31. — Division  covers  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  D.  Turner,  Gen’l  Chairman,  720 
Marshall  st..  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Holman, 
Gen’l  S.  fit  T.,  7218  Pennsylvania  ave.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

NO.  32. — Division  covers  the  St  Louis  & San 
Francisco  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to 
call  of  the  Chairman.  C.  G.  Kelso,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Lamar,  Mo.;  J.  E.  McQuade,  Gen’l  S.  & 

T. ,  care  Tremont  Hotel,  Springfield,  Mo. 

NO.  33. — Division  covers  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  E.  N.  Vanatta,  Gen’l  Chairman, 

1 6 W.  Main  st.,  Newark,  Ohio.;  W.  Edgar 
Frasher,  Gen’l  S.  Sc  T.,  814  W.  9th  st,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  in  Elks’  Hall,  over  Keith’s 
Theatre,  Westminster  st.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Geo.  E.  Joslin,  Chief  Tel.,  301  Station  st. 
Auburn,  R.  I.;  Robt  A.  Brown,  S.  fir  T.,  276 
Clarendon  st.,  Auburn,  R.  I. 

NO.  36. — Division  covers  the  Pennsylvania  Lines 
west  of  Pittsburg.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.*  L.  Gant,  Gen’l  S.  Sc  T.,  723  W. 
Jefferson  st.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

NO.  37,  NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  Y — Meets  2d  Fri- 
day evening  each  month,  8:30  p.  m..  Bank’s 
Hall,  over  Post  Office,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  A. 
C.  Langdon,  Chief  Tel.,  11  Morris  st..  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.;  Jos.  A.  Hannon,  Acting  S. 
& T.,  Rye,  N.  Y. 

NO.  38.  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— Meets  third 
Saturday  each  month,  8 p.  m.,  at  33  Lynuin  st., 
Springfield,  Mass.  Geo.  P.  Alrutz,  Chief  TeL, 
68  Cnurch  st.,  Hartford,  Conn.;  L.  H.  Pen- 
noyer,  S.  Sc  T.,  53  Wilbraham  ave.,  Springfield, 
Mass. 

NO.  39. — Division  covers  the  Pere  Marquette  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair 
man.  A.  A.  Watson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Brighton, 
Mich.;  C.  A.  Rader,  Gen’l  S.  Sc  T.,  Stratford, 

Mich. 
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NO.  40. — Division  covers  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  3d  Wednesday  at  Masonic 
Hall,  Clinton  Forge,  Va.,  and  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  Hinton,  W.  Va.;  4th  Wednesday  at  Smith- 
deal  Hall.  Richmond,  Va.,  4th  Saturday  night 
in  Woodman's  Hall,  Ashland,  Ky.  E.  L.  Strat- 
ton, Gen’l  Chairman,  Fisherville,  Va.;  G.  P. 
rGogan,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  I ronton,  O. 

NO.  4 2. — Division  covers  the  Erie  Railroad  Sys- 
tem. Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman.  John 
W.  Tynan,  Gen’l  Chairman,  252  Pleasant  at, 
Marion,  O. ; W.  L.  Abbott,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

NO.  43. — Division  covers  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  E.  Peebles,  Gen’l  Chairman,  315  Ken- 
nedy st,  Winnipeg,  Fan.;  Jas.  Ferguson,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  care  C.  N.  Ry.,  Port  Arthur,  Ont 

NO.  44,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Meets  2d  Saturday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Fraternity  Hall,  22-24 
Harriman  av.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.;  E.  P.  Newcomb, 
Chief  Tel.,  187  ’ Hull  st.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 
O.  A.  Hudson,  S.  & T.,  4 5 Vine  st,  Corona, 
N.  Y. 

NO.  45,  WOODS VILLE,  N.  H.— Meets  3d  Satur- 
day of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
Woodsville,  N.  H.  W.  J.  Yeaton,  Chief  Tel., 
Woodsville,  N.  H.;  John  M.  Guare,  S.  & T., 
Littleton,  N.  H. 

NO.  47,  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.— Meets 
3d  Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  at  B.  I. 
S.  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.  D.  Mont- 
gomery, Chief  Tel.,  Alberton,  P.  E.  I.;  W.  H. 
Slackford,  S.  & T.,  Royalty  Junction,  P.  E.  I. 

NO;  48. — Division  covers  the  Detroit  Southern 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. C.  E.  Sayre,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio;  E.  English,  Gen'l  S.  & T.,  Jack- 
son,  Ohio. 

NO.  49. — Division  covers  the  Denver  & Rio 
Grande  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  R.  P.  Rubin,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Salida,  Col.;  E,  L.  Stovall,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Swallows,  Col. 

NO.  so,  PORTLAND,  ORE.— Meets  on  3d  Mon- 
day of  each  month  at  9 p.  m.,  at  Portland,  Ore. 
A.  O.  Sinks,  S.  & T.,  care  Jefferson  st.  depot, 

# Portland,  Ore. 

NO.  51. — Division  covers  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  1st  Friday  after  3d 
Tuesday  each  month  alternately  at  Greenville, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  2 and  13;  at  Butler, 
Pa.,  after  arrival  trains  9 and  22.  F.  J.  Trues- 
dell,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Conneaut,  O.;  I.  J.  Kiser, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Cranesville,  Pa. 

NO.  52.  PITTSBURG,  PA.— Meets  1st  and  3d 
Wednesday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  1119  Penn 
ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  D.  M.  Young,  Chief  Tel., 
Oakmont,  Pa.;  H.  T.  McGuire,  Sec’y,  207  S. 
Highland  ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  J.  H.  Green, 
Treas.,  Pitcairn,  Pa. 


NO  53. — Division  covers  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. W.  E.  Davidson,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Hotel 
Metropole,  Oakland,  Cal.;  D.  W.  Koppikus, 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. 

NO.  54. — Division  covers  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. F.  A.  Brown,  Gen’l  Chairman,  0628 
st,  Spokane,  Wash.;  F.  A.  Brown,  Act’g  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  0628  Monro  at.,  Spokane,  Wash. 

NO.  55. — Division  covers  the  Wheeling,  Lake  Erie 
Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. J.  B.  Witherspoon,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Wil- 
liston,  Ohio;  D.  E.  Parlett,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Jew- 
ett, Ohio;  A.  A.  Taylor,  Ass’t  Sec’y,  Massil- 
lon, Ohio. 

NO.  56,  WACO,  TEX. — Meets  2d  Sunday  each 
month  at  McGregor,  Tex.  B.  F.  Shrimpton, 
Chief  Tel.,  Mexia,  Tex.;  E.  E.  Ely,  S.  & T., 
Box  72,  Cameron,  Tex. 

NO.  S7-— Division  covers  the  Houston  & Texas 
Central  Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  W.  J.  Burke,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
419  S.  Harwood  st.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  G.  C.  Mor- 
gan, Gen'l  S.  & T.,  1808  Edwards  st.,  Houston, 
Tex. 

NO.  58,  WILMINGTON,  DEL.— Meets  3d  Tues- 
day evening,  3d  floor.  Western  Union  Building, 
Third  and  Market  sts.,  Wilmington,  Del.  P. 
Chas.  Bogan,  Chief  Tel.,  800  Walnut  st.,  Wil- 
mington, Del.;  W.  J.  Holton,  S.  & T.,  Iron 
Hill,  Md. 

NO.  60,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Meets  3d  Thurs 
day  of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.  in  hall,  719  6th 
st.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  H.  L.  Simcox, 
Clhi-ef  Tel.,  638  B st.  S.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
J.  R.  Taylor,  S.  & T.,  515  3d  st.  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

NO.  61,  CAMPBELLTON,  N.  B.— Meets  4th 
Tuesday  evening  of  each  month  in  Engineers’ 
Hall,  Catnpbellton,  N.  H.  W.  P.  Hutchinson, 
Chief  Tel.,  Campbellton,  N.  B.;  R.  A.  McMillan, 
S.  & T.,  Eel  River  Crossing,  N.  B. 

NO.  63,  MONCTON,  N.  B. — Meets  3d  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  6:30  p.  m.  in  Mason’s  Hall, 
Main  st.,  Moncton,  N.  B.  P.  W.  D.  Campbell, 
Chief  Tel.,  care  I.  C.  R.  depot,  St.  Johns,  N. 
B. ; Clarence  O.  Davison,  Sec’y  and  Treas., 
Moncton,  N.  B. 

NO.  64,  LEVIS,  QUE. — Meets  4th  Friday  of  each 
month  at  1 p.  m.,  at  Victoria  Hotel,  Levis, 
Que.  J.  O.  Bouchard,  Chief  Tel.,  Montmagny, 
Que.;  Thomas  Samson,  S.  & T.,  Chaudiere  Jet., 
Levis  Co.,  Que. 

NO.  65,  ROCHESTER,  N.  H.— Meets  at  8 p.  m. 
second  Saturday  each  month  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
Rochester,  N.  H.  J.  D.  Hussey,  Chief  Tel., 
P.  O.  Box  43,  Rochester,  N.  H.,  G.  F.  Berry, 
S.  & T.,  24  Portland  st.,  Rochester,  N.  H. 
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NO.  66,  TRURO,  N.  S. — Meets  3d  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Crowe’s  Hall,  lnglis  st.,  Truro, 
N.  S.  J.  T.  Rhind,  Chief  Tel.,  Lower 
Stewiacke,  N.  S. ; Geo.  O.  Forbes,  S.  & T., 
Spring  Hill  Jet.,  N.  S. 

NO.  67,  WILKESBARRE,  PA.— Meets  on  the  3d 
Friday  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  O.  U.  A.  M. 
Hall,  No.  31  W.  Market  st.,  W ilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
Peter  J.  Rowan,  Chief  Tel.,  Miners’  Mills,  Pa.; 
1).  Oliver  Reigel,  S.  & T.,  643  N.  Main  st., 
Pittston,  Pa. 

NO.  70. — Division  covers  Great  Northern  Railway 
System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 
B.  A.  Halstead,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Avon,  Minn.; 
F.  A.  Sherman,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman,  Index, 
Wash.;  P.  M.  Abbott,  Gen*l  S.  & T.,  Teton, 
Mont. 

NO.  7i,  OSKALOOSA,  IOWA.— Meets  ?d  Satur- 
day in  each  month  at  8:45  p.  m.,  in  Clingman 
Hall,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  Harvey  W.  Warren, 
Chief  Tel.,  Hedrick,  Iowa;  F.  H.  McCarl,  S.  & 
T.,  Box  5Q,  Gilman,  Iowa. 

NO.  7-’.  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO.  -Meets  4th  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Suite  B,  German 
American  Bank  Building,  7th  and  Felix  sts., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.  W.  W.  Hall,  Chief  Tel.,  113 
S.  13th  st.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  E.  Reese,  S. 
& T.,  Box  6.82,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

NO.  73,  MAUCH  CHUNK,  PA.— Meets  2d  Satur- 
day c*f  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  on  the  4th  floor 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Broadway,  Mauclt  Chunk, 
Pa.  John  F.  Boyle,  Chief  Tel.,  Penn  Haven, 
Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.;  William  M.  Butler,  S.  & T., 
107  S.  Vine  st.,  Ilazlcton,  Pa. 

NO.  74,  ELIZABETH,  N.  J.— Meets  2d  Saturday, 
8:15  p.  in.,  each  month,  Lodge  rooms,  Lyceum 
Theater  Bldg,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  John  Pender- 
gast,  Chief  Tel.,  Cranford,  N.  J. 

NO.  75,  MACON,  GA. — Meets  subject  to  call  of 
Chief  Tel.,  at  Knights  of  Fidelity  Hall,  011 
Cotton  ave.,  Macon,  Ga.;  M.  Burns,  Chief  Tel., 
Barnesville,  Ga. ; T.  W.  Duffy,  S.  & T.,  James, 
Ga. 

NO.  76. — Division  covers  the  Chicago  & North- 
western Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  call 
of  Chairman.  Jas.  Troy,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Jewell 
Junction,  Iowa.  W.  J.  Liddane,  Ass’t  Gen’l 
Chairman,  462  Beaumont  st.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
Ira  Kcmpkes,  Gcn’l  S.  & T.,  Marshalltown,  la. 

NO  77,  DENVER,  COL. — Meets  1st  Saturday 
evening  in  each  month  at  room  35,  Club  Bldg., 
1731  Arapahoe  st.,  Denver,  Col.  F.  P.  Spratlen, 
Chief  Tel.,  2210  E.  13th  ave.,  Denver,  Col.;  W. 
E.  Meyers,  S.  & T.,  Room  39,  Union  Depot, 
Denver,  Col. 

N't).  78,  ALBANY,  N.  Y. — Meets  3d  Saturday 
caih  month  at  7:30  p.  m.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall, 
82  S.  Pearl  st.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  L.  L.  Latta, 
Chief  Tel..  312  E.  Main  st.,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.; 
B.  M.  Nicholls,  S.  & T.,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 


NO.  80. — Division  covers  the  Oregon  Railway  £ 
Navigation  Co  Lines.  Meets  subject  to  call  of 
the  Chairman.  H.  G.  Lucas,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Arlington,  Ore.;  F.  G.  Hart,  Gen'l  S.  & T.. 
Ileppner,  Ore. 

NO.  81. — Division  covers  the  Colorado  Midland 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
Chairman.  Guy  Sailing,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Cas- 
cade Canyon,  Col. 

NO.  82. — Division  covers  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  System.  Meets  suV 
ject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  J.  E.  Scho, 
Gen’l  Chairman,  Portway,  N.  Y. ; L.  B.  Ben- 
nett, Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Wayland,  N.  Y. 

NO.  83. — Division  covers  the  Bangor  & Aroostook 
Railroad  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman.  A.  W.  Sherburne,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, New  Sweden  Station,  Me.;  Geo.  H.  Fox. 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  So.  La  Grange,  Me. 

NO.  84,  CAMDEN,  N.  J. — Meets  2d  Friday  at  8 
p.  m.,  at  Morgan’s  Hall,  *th  and  Market  sts., 
Camden,  N.  J.  Geo.  H.  Bogart,  Chief  Tel.,  729 
Linden  st..  Camden,  N.  J.;  W.  S.  Cafferty,  S. 
& T.,  28  West  Cedar  ave.,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

NO.  85,  TRENTON,  N.  J. — Meets  3d  Friday  at 
8 p.  m.,  at  Concordia  Hall,  33  West  State  st, 
Trenton,  N.  J.  Geo.  Q.  Eppehcimer,  Chief  Tel.. 
4736  Taconv  st.,  Frankford.  Philadelphia.  Pa.; 
Chas.  Parker,  S.  & T.,  41  Wilkinson  pi.,  Tren 
ton,  N.  J. 

NO.  86,  ALTOONA,  PA.  — Meets  2d  Wednesday 
at  10*15  a.  m.,  and  41I1  Wednesday  at  7:30  p 
m.,  in  Lee  Bldg.,  E.  lath  st.,  between  8th  and 
qth  aves.,  Altoona,  Pa.  J.  W.  McCoy.  Chtei 
Tel..  Kipple,  Pa.;  R.  Ulysses  Cline,  S.  & T.. 
2111  Beale  ave.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

NO.  87,  SCRANTON,  PA. —Meets  1st  Monday 
evening  of  each  month  at  Hennies’  Hall,  Price 
burg,  Pa.  J.  W.  Sampson,  Chief  Tel..  Dickson 
City,  Pa.:  II.  I).  Pfoor,  S.  & T.,  Jcrmyn,  Pa. 

NO.  88.—  Division  covers  the  Texas  & Pacific  Rail 
way  System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  Arthur  J.  Escude,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Mansura,  La. 

NO.  89,  BOSTON,  MASS— Meets  1st  Saturday 
each  month  at  p.  m.,  in  Pilgrim  Hall.  694 
Washington  st.,  Boston,  Mass.  J.  F.  Francis, 
Chief  Tel.,  Passenger  Station.  Brockton,  Mas-*; 
VY.  L.  Y\  right,  S.  & T.,  192  Dartmouth  st., 
Boston,  Mass. 

NO.  91 , CHICAGO,  ILL. — Meets  1st  and  3d  Fri- 
days of  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  at  206  LaSalle 
st.,  cor.  Adams  st..  Hall  “C,”  4th  floor,  elevator 
service,  Chicago,  III.;  Clara  M.  Roth,  Chief  Tel., 
6405  Y’ernon  ave.,  Chicago,  111.;  E.  E.  Livezey. 
S.  & T.,  1237  Newport  ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

NO.  92.— Division  covers  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
& Pittsburgh  Railway  System.  Meets  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  O.  C.  Dundon.  Gm‘l 
Chairman.  Lincoln  Park,  N.  Y.;  O.  B.  Britton. 
Gen’l  S.  & T.,  150  W.  Long  av.,  Dubois,  Pa. 
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NO.  93. — Division  covers  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road System.  Meets  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman.  J.  J.  Dermody,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Mounds,  111.;  E.  \V.  Hill,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Aurelia,  Iowa;  C.  L.  Davis,  Ass’t  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Areola,  Miss.;  R.  L.  Shannon,  Gen’l  S. 
& T.,  Anna,  111. 

NO.  94.  MERIDIAN,  MISS.— Meets  4th  Sunday 
each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  in  Woodman’s  Hall,  Me- 
ridian, Miss.  H.  C.  Mauldin,  Chief  Tel.,  in 
care  of  M.  & O.  freight  depot.  Mobile,  Ala.; 

R.  L.  Howell,  S.  & T.,  Catherine  st.  and  S. 
Blair  ave..  Mobile,  Ala. 

NO.  95,  PORTLAND,  ME.— H.  G.  Adams,  Chief 
Tel.,  Cumberland  Center,  Me.;  E.  J.  Hayes, 

S.  & T.,  Leeds  Jet.,  Maine. 

NO.  96. — Division  covers  the  Chicago,  Great  West- 
ern Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. E.  N.  Byergo,  Gcn’l  Chairman,  Savan- 
nah, Mo.;  W.  E.  Brew,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Stock- 
ton,  111. 

NO.  97. — Division  covers  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Ry.  System.  Meets  subject  to  call  of  Chair- 
man. D.  May,  Gen’l  Chairman,  Carlton,  Ga. ; 
F.  O.  Cummings,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Seaboard,  N.  C. 

NO.  100,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. — Meets  3d  Mon- 
day each  month,  hall  cor.  16th  & Penn  sts.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  R.  H.  Winchester,  Chief  Tel., 
81 2 Locust  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  C.  B.  Casncr, 
S.  & T.,  435  W.  13th  st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NO.  101,  QUEBEC. — Meets  1st  Sunday  each 
month  at  Riviere  a Pierre  Jet.,  Que.,  and  Shaw- 
enegan  Jet.,  Que.,  alternately.  V.  H.  Lefcbvre, 
Chief  Tel.,  Shawenegan  Jet.,  Champlain,  Que.; 
J.  G.  Sirois,  S.  & T.,  Grand  Mere,  Que. 

NO.  102,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Meets  4th 
Tuesday  eve  each  month  at  8 p.  m.,  Columbia 
Hall,  Room  2,  second  floor,  1325  Columbia 
ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Clarence  T.  Praul, 
Chief  Tel.,  Bethayres,  I’a.;  J.  Webb  Richman, 
Acting  S.  & T.,  2202  Fitzwater  st.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

NO.  103.  STELLARTON,  N.  S.— A.  Fraser,  Chief 
Tel.,  Ferrona  Junction,  N.  S. ; N.  G.  Munro, 

S.  & T.,  Box  152,  Stellarton,  N.  S. 

NO.  104,  AYER,  MASS. —Meets  third  Sunday  of 
each  month  at  10:45  a.  m.  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
Ayer,  Mass.:  Percy  Hallenbeck,  Chief  Telegra- 
pher, Groton,  Mass.;  J.  T.  Lee,  S.  & T.,  102 
Ash  st..  Nashua,  N.  H. 

NO.  105,  CONCORD,  N.  II— W.  H.  Meserve, 
Chief  Tel.,  Penacook,  N.  II. ; B.  C.  Jones,  S.  & 

T. ,  North  I’.oscawen,  N.  H. 

NO.  108,  ADDISON,  N.  Y—  Meets  2d  Sunday 
each  month  at  11  a.  m.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  llall, 
Addison,  N.  Y.  E.  M.  Bevier,  Chief  Tel.,  Sa- 
binsville,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Bergen,  S.  & T.,  Elkland. 

P*. 


NO.  no,  RENOVO,  PA. — Meets  4th  Friday  of 
each  month  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  corner  6th 
and  St.  Clair  ave.,  Renovo,  Pa.  A.  C.  Hanes, 
Chief  Tel.,  Johnsonburg,  I*a.;  C.  L.  Chadwick, 
S.  & T.,  Renovo,  Pa. 

NO.  116. — Division  covers  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore  & Atlantic  Railway  System.  Meetings 
last  Sunday  of  months  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember and  December  in  Siegel’s  Hall,  Mar- 
quette, Mich.  E.  J.  Stuesser,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
Kearsarge,  Mich.;  J.  E.  Pepple,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Nestoria,  Mich. 

NO.  1 17,  SHAMOKIN,  PA.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
months  January,  March,  May,  July,  September 
and  November  at  7 p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall, 
Mahanoy  City,  Pa.;  and  on  3d  Saturday  at  8 
p.  m.,  months  February,  April,  June,  August, 
October  and  December  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall, 
Shamokin,  I’a.  N.  W.  Gable,  Chief  Tel.,  Gor- 
don, Pa.;  H.  M.  Michael,  S.  & T.,  Ashland,  Pa. 

NO.  1 18. ---Division  covers  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
Railway  System.  W.  B.  Doughty,  Gen’l  Chair- 
man, Baltimore,  Ohio;  H.  E.  Dilgcr,  Gcn’l  St. 
& T.,  Centerburg,  Ohio. 

NO.  119. — Division  covers  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  & Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  System.  O. 

R.  Hatton,  Gcn’l  Chairman.  Brooten,  Mann.; 
F.  C.  Paine,  Gen’l  S.  & T.,  Erskine,  Minn. 

NO.  120. — Division  covers  luikc  Erie  & Western 
Railway  System.  F.  S.  Reese,  Gcn’l  Chairman, 
Kempton,  Ind. ; Edward  Keever,  Gen’l  S.  & T., 
Dayton,  Ind. 

NO.  121. — Division  covers  Wisconsin  Central  Ry. 
System.  A.  L.  Alderman,  Gen’l  Chairman, 
South  Oshkosh,  Wis. ; II.  O.  Lengelsen,  Gen’l 

S.  & T.,  Rosendale,  Wis. 


NO.  122,  CHESTER,  ILL.— Meets  3d  Saturday 
nights  each  month.  Odd  Fellows’  Bldg.,  Chester, 
111.  Don  Davis,  Chief  Tel.,  Pinckneyville,  111.; 
W.  S.  Mitchell,  S.  & T.,  Chester,  111. 


NO.  123. — Division  covers  Minneapolis  & St. 
Louis  Railway  Svstem.  E.  M.  Pool,  G?n’l 

Chairman.  Echo,  Minn.;  W.  A.  Williams,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Wood  Lake,  Minn. 

NO.  124. — Division  covers  Houston  East  & West 
Texas  Railway  System.  W.  H.  Price,  Gcn’l 

Chairman,  Corrigan,  Tex.;  R.  B.  Wright,  Gen’l 
S.  & T.,  Timpson,  Tex. 

NO.  125,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.— Meets  2d 
Friday  each  month  at  National  Union  Hall, 
loth  and  C sts.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  W.  T 
Thompson,  Chief  Tel.,  Fredericksburg,  Va. ; S. 
R.  Gentiy,  S & T.,  211  Main  *st.,  Fredericks- 
burg, Va. 

NO.  Division  covers  Chicago.  Rock  Island 

& Pacific  Railway  System.  W.  F.  Gerhart,  Gen’l 
Chairman.  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  M.  K.  Schooled 
Gcn’l  S.  & 7'.,  Marseilles.  111. 
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EVERY  RAILROAD  MAN 

°f  *he  wonderful  extent  of  the  mail  order  business: 

byXfoX  &m  15  Cf0Wded  WUh  g00dS 

EVERY  RAILROAD  MAN 

no3nniPhd  *°  builf. the, business  to  its  present  proportions,  but 
for  JXroublT  We  offer  ^ “***  y°u” 

EVERY  RAILROAD  MAN 

a share  in  the  profits  of  the  business  he  helps  to  create.  Ve 
HI  utuY  I™  our  catalogues,  and  again 

trlbution  ^ra  y *or  a ^ kusin«ss  resulting  from  such  dis- 

READ  THE  FOLLOWING  PAGES 

What  co-operation  has  done  for  others,  it  will  do  for  every 
railroad  man,  who,  under  our  plan,  is  in  better  position  than 
anyone  else  to  avail  himself  of  the  practical  benefits  of  co- 
°Pfra‘‘on-  You  cannot  possibly  spend  an  hour  more  profit- 
ably  than  by  reading  the  following  pages.  They  mean  more 
knowledge,  and  more  money  into  your  pocket,  in  any  event. 
Respectfully  yours, 


President . 
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How  Railroad  Telegraphers,  and  every  other 
railroad  man  can  become  full-fledged  partners  in 
the  greatest  mercantile  institution  of  the  country 


OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  EVERY  RAILROAD  MAN 


This  is  an  advertisement,  one  you  will 
be  glad  to  have  read,  although  it  covers 
many  pages  of  this  magazine.  Out  of 
hundreds  of  publications  which  are  pub- 
lishing our  advertisements,  The  Rail- 
road Telegrapher  has  been  singled  out 
as  the  one  medium  to  print,  complete  and 
without  abbreviation,  the  entire  pros- 
pectus of  the  greatest  enterprise  ever 
launched  in  the  mercantile  world. 

The  reason  for  this  exceptional  pre- 
ferment of  your  favorite  publication  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  to  RAILROAD 
MEN  more  than  to  any  other  class  should 
our  proposition  appeal,  and  very  strongly 
at  that. 

No  one  is  in  closer  touch  with  the 
mail  order  business  than  the  RAILROAD 
MAN,  who  has  learned  to  wonder  at  the 
stupendous  distribution  of  merchandise 
by  means  of  the  great  mail  order  cata- 
logues. The  RAILROAD  MAN  who  has 
his  eyes  open  knows  that  there  is  not 
a station  on  his  line  to  which  is  not  daily 
consigned  a large  number  of  express 
packages  and  freight  shipments,  coming 
from  one  or  more  of  the  large  mail-order 
houses  of  the  country. 

We  Want  You  as  a Partner. 

Under  our  co-operative  plan  we  are  en- 
abled to  offer  to  every  RAILROAD  MAN 
the  exceptional  opportunity  of  becoming 
a partner  in  one  of  the  old-established 
mail-order  houses,  with  the  twofold 
chance  of  earning  not  only  very  large 
dividends  on  what  small  Investments  he 
may  make,  but  of  adding  a considerable 
amount  to  his  Income  by  helping  to  divert 
this  vast  trade  throughout  the  country 
to  his  own  Institution. 


It  is  our  aim  and  purpose  to  add  to 
our  list  of  over  5,000  shareholders  every 
RAILROAD  MAN  in  the  country,  more 
particularly  the  FREIGHT  AGENT,  the 
EXPRESS  AGENT  and  the  RAILROAD 
TELEGRAPHER — the  men  who  occupy 
the  positions  of  influence;  who.  with  no 
trouble  or  expense,  and  without  inter- 
ference with  their  present  duties,  can 
control  practically  ALL  the  mail-order 
business  of  their  respective  localities,  and 
by  securing  It  for  their  own  institution 
will  receive  in  commissions  the  vast 
amount  of  money  which  must  under  the 
old  system,  be  expended  in  newspaper 
advertising,  circularizing  and  millions  of 
catalogues,  of  which  only  a small  percent- 
age brings  returns. 

Over  5.000  Shareholders. 

In  less  than  six  months  of  operation 
under  our  original  co-operative  plan  we 
have  secured  over  5,000  shareholders, 
coming  from  every  part  of  the  world. 
Among  them  are  hundreds  of  RAILROAD 
MEN,  who  immediately  became  enthusi- 
astic about  our  plan;  they  invested  large 
amounts  of  money  in  our  shares  and  sent 
us  the  names  of  all  the  mail-order  buyers 
known  to  them,  on  whose  business  they 
are  now  receiving  their  VERY  EASILY 
EARNED  COMMISSIONS  besides  the 
substantial  dividends  accruing  bn  their 
investments. 

Ten  Per  Cent  Dividend  Declared. 

After  the  first  six  months’  operation 
under  the  new  plan,  in  the  face  of  the 
naturally  very  heavy  expenses  of  the  re- 
organization, and  advertising  our  plan  in 
large  space  in  every  publication  of  value 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  we  were 
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able  to  pay  our  preferred  shareholders 
a dividend  at  the  rate  of  10%  per  annum. 

In  the  meantime,  we  have  published 
the  best  and  finest  catalogue  of  “General 
Merchandise’*  which  is  everywhere  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  greatest  catalogue 
ever  published.  It  contains  an  assort- 
ment of  only  high-grade  merchandise, 
far  superior  to  the  regular  mail-order 
grade  of  goods,  and  at  prices  which  mean 
the  death-knell  of  all  competition — no 
matter  how  old-established  or  popular. 

Co-operation — the  great  principle  of 
“working  together” — the  producer  and 
consumer  joining  hands  to  transact  their 
business  without  the  intervention  of  any 
middlemen,  makes  this  possible,  and  we 
ask  every  RAILROAD  MAN  to  carefully 
study  the  following  pages. 

For  the  RAILROAD  MAN  they  contain 
the  opportunity  of  a lifetime,  and  in  any 
event,  whether  you  become  a co-operator 
or  not;  whether  you  become  a share- 
holder or  not,  you  will  profit  by  reading 
this  prospectus,  which  sets  forth  a new 
epoch-making  idea  which  is  working  out 
gloriously  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  people. 

Remember — We  Do  Not  Want  Money. 
What  We  Want  Is  Your  CO-OPERATION. 

Foreword. 

The  “Cash  Buyers’  Union,”  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  was  established  in  1884,  over  19 
years  ago,  and  at  first  confined  itself  to 
the  sale  of  a few  specialties,  such  as 
sewing  machines,  bicycles,  vehicles  and 
harness,  and  pianos  and  organs. 

Only  during  the  last  few  years  has  it, 
under  new  and  progressive  management, 
successfully  extended  its  operations  to 
a complete  line  of  General  Merchandise 
to  be  sold  direct  to  the  consumer  by 
mall  through  the  medium  of  catalogues. 

The  “Cash  Buyers’  Union”  is  known 
as  one  of  the  largest  mail-order  houses 
of  the  country.  It  has  a large  clientele 
of  satisfied  customers  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  and  receives  daily  scores  cf 
voluntary  testimonials  expressing  satis- 
faction with  the  excellent  quality  and  the 
low  price  of  the  goods  furnished,  as  well 
as  the  prompt  and  courteous  attention  to 
the  wants  of  its  patrons, 


Its  policy  is  the  most  liberal  known: 
“We  refund  money  instantly  on  demand 
without  question,  quibble  or  controversy 
if  the  customer  is  dissatisfied  with  his 
purchase  for  any  reason  whatever.”  Its 
advertisements  are  generally  conceded 
to  be  far  above  the  general  run  of  ad- 
vertising. They  are  free  from  all  ex- 
aggeration; state  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  are, 
therefore,  accepted  without  exception  by 
the  highest  class  publications. 

After  carefully  studying  the  subject  of 
co  operation  and  co-operative  dealing,  the 
successful  history  of  which  is  now  attract- 
ing the  keenest  attention  throughout  the 
land,  we  have  after  years  of  work  evolved 
a plan  of  organizing  a large  national  co- 
operative society — with  our  present  enor- 
mous business  as  an  ideal  basis,  which 
plan  has  met  with  the  most  immediate 
and  astonishing  success. 

This  plan  had  been  submitted  to  some 
of  the  best  bankers,  lawyers,  manufactur- 
ers and  merchants  of  America,  and  pro- 
nounced perfect  in  conception  and  certain 
of  the  immense  success  with  which  it 
has  since  been  received. 

Patterned  after  the  English  system  of 
co-operation  (which  is  thoroughly  ex- 
plained, and  the  results  of  which  are  sub- 
mitted in  this  prospectus)  we  have  added 
important  features  which  mean:  (1)  An 

operating  capital  greater  than  that  of  all 
similar  institutions.  (2)  A volume  of 
sales  far  beyond  the  present  record  of  he 
greatest  mercantile  institutions  of  the 
world.  (3)  Operating  expenses  greatly 
reduced  below  the  present  average.  (4) 
A largely  increased  net  profit  on  the  in- 
vestment— in  consequence. 

The  five  main  questions  in  any  com- 
mercial enterprise  are  these:  (1)  Line 

of  business.  (2)  Capital.  (3)  Sales. 
(41  Expense.  (5)  Profits.  If  you  will 
carefully  follow  and  study  our  plan  you 
will  find  that  each  of  these  requirements 
has  never  been  as  thoroughly  met  in  any 
undertaking. 


Our  Business 

Is  to  “sell  everything  from  a needle  to  a 
threshing  machine”  in  every  country  on 
the  globe.  There  is  qo  limit  either  to  the 
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number  of  lines  handled,  nor  the  number 
of  customers  to  whom  to  sell  them. 

Our  Capital. 

The  shares  being  distributed  among 
thousands  of  small  investors  our  capital 
is  larger  than  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  has 
ever  been  able  to  invest  in  a mercantile 
enterprise. 

Our  Sales. 

By  reason  of  the  extensive  lines  han- 
dled, the  enormous  field  covered  and  par- 
ticularly because  of  the  interested  co- 
operation of  thousands  of  profit-sharing 
stockholders  right  on  the  ground  in  nearly 
every  town  of  the  country,  will  reach  a 
figure  never  dreamed  of  before. 

Our  Expenses. 

To-day  are  less  in  percentage  than  in  any 
similar  institution,  and  will  be  still  less, 
because  the  larger  the  volume  of  the 
business  the  lower  is  the  rate  of  expense. 
We  have  no  salesmen — we  do  all  our  busi- 
ness by  means  of  advertising  and  cata- 
logues— and  as  even  this  expense  will  be 
greatly  reduced  by  making  ONE  cata- 
logue in  the  hands  of  a local  shareholder 
do  the  work  of  ten  in  the  hands  of  people 
who  are  buyers  or  customers  only — our 
rate  of  expense  will  be  the  lowest  known. 

Our  Profits. 

With  immense  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise bought  or  manufactured  by  our- 
selves at  the  lowest  spot  cash  carload 
price;  and  with  expenses  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  our  profits  are  bound  to  show 
record-breaking  percentages  on  the  cap- 
ital invested. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  public  at  large 
has  ever  had  an  opportunity  to  become 
interested  in  a strictly  legitimate  staple 
GENERAL  MERCHANDISE  business, 
from  which  the  element  of  doubt  is  elim- 
inated entirely;  which  is  not,  as  is  prac^ 
tically  every  other  investment  stock,  in 
the  hands  of  promotors  or  speculators, 
but  conducted  without  stock  exchange 
go-betweens,  by  purely  business  men, 
merchants  of  successful  record,  who  are 
pledged  to  remain  in  active  charge  of 
affairs  for  years  to  come. 

Our  Purpose  in  a Nutshell. 

We  want  every  RAILROAD  MAN  to 
become  a shareholder  of  the  “Cash 


Buyers’  Union”  First  National  Co-Opera- 
tive Society,  of  Chicago,  111. — one  of  the 
largest  mail-order  houses  and  the  great 
est  co-operative  store  in  the  world.  We 
want  SMALL  shareholders,  but  thou 
sands  of  them,  and  everywhere.  We  wi!’ 
not  sell  more  than  100  shares  ($1,000.00) 
to  any  one  individual,  and  reserve  the 
right  to  return  your  subscription  and 
money  after  the  amount  of  stock  allotted 
to  your  county  has  been  placed. 

This  means  that  you  must  act  promptly 
or  your  letter  and  remittance  may  be 
returned  to  you,  thus  depriving  you  of 
participation  in  a great  national  move- 
ment toward  co-operative  dealing,  depriv- 
ing you  also  of  this  most  exceptional 
opportunity  for  a strictly  high  grade  and 
immensely  profitable  investment — far 
better  than  a government  bond  and  as 
safe;  better  than  your  savings  bank 
deposit;  better  than  real  estate,  mort- 
gages, stocks,  bonds  or  any  other  flatter- 
ing investment  you  may  mention. 

We  have  refused  to  accept  $250,000 
offered  by  one  single  Chicago  capitalist, 
who,  like  ourselves,  is  so  strong  a believer 
in  the  co-operative  mail-order  business: 
so  forcibly  attracted  by  its  wonderful 
earning  power  as  demonstrated  by 
famous  national  successes,  that  he  wcu  d 
be  thankful  to  be  PERMITTED  to  invest 
his  money  in  our  shares. 

We  refused  him  because  he  cculd  only 
give  us  his  money. 

We  don’t  want  money,  we  want  share- 
holders — Co-operative  Shareholders  — 
men,  women,  even  children,  all  over  this 
great  country,  one,  at  least,  in  every  town 
or  hamlet,  who  will,  impelled  by  their 
sense  of  interested  ownership  and  per- 
sonal profit,  make  it  their  business  to 
become  walking,  talking  advertisements 
for  their  great  establishment;  who,  no 
matter  if  they  hold  but  one  ten-dollar 
share,  will  feel  proud  ownership  in  their 
institution  and  do  as  owners  do— Talk 
the  Business — Push  the  Business — Boom 
the  Business. 

In  other  words — we  want  our  share 
holders  to  be  active  in  and  for  the  busi- 
ness — be  owners,  customers  and  sales* 
men — all  in  one. 
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As  owners:  You  will  receive  7 per  cent 
on  your  investment  (that  guaranteed) 
and  in  addition  a proportionate  share  of 
the  profits,  which  are  from  15  per  cent  on 
the  investment  from  the  very  start  and 
may  reach  50,  75  or  100  per  cent  an- 
nually according  to  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness secured. 

On  February  1st,  1904,  the  Society  paid  a 

TEN  PER  CENT  DIVIDEND 

after  having  been  in  operation  only  six 
months — a result  which  was  received  with 
the  warmest  satisfaction  by  all  the  So- 
ciety's members  and  considered  a re- 
markable showing  by  co-operators  every- 
where. 

As  Customers:  You  have  special  priv- 

ileges in  purchasing  and  can  buy  (if  you 
desire  to  patronize  your  own  store,  which 
is  optional)  at  a special  shareholder’s 
discount  from  our  regular  low  catalogue 
prices,  which  alone  will  save  you  more 
than  your  entire  investment  in  a short 
time. 

As  Co-Operators:  If  you  influence 

orders  for  us  you  will  receive  the  vast 
amount  of  money  which  would  otherwise 
have  to  be  spent  in  selling  expense — 
newspaper  advertising  and  catalogues. 

The  RAILROAD  MAN  is  In  a stronger 
position  to  become  a co-operator,  because 
he  knows  ALL  the  people  who  can  be 
influenced  to  concentrate  their  purchases 
in  HIS  store. 

THIS  IS  CO-OPERATION  AT  LAST— 

In  the  truest  sense  of  the  word — the 
people  owning  their  own  store — with  a 
purchasing  power  greater,  more  stupen- 
dous than  that  of  all  the  great  department 
stores  of  New  York  City  and  Chicago 
combined; — a purchasing  and  distributing 
power  which  is  driving  price  points  lower 
than  ever  before,  reducing  the  cost  of 
living  and  enabling  the  people  in  any 
part  of  the  country  to  supply  their  needs 
— either  direct,  by  mail,  or  perhaps 
through  local  branch  stores — at  nearly 
half  the  price  they  are  ordinarily  obliged 
to  pay. 

Detailed  Plan  of  Capitalization. 

We  have  re-chartered  the  old  “Cash 
Buyers’  Union”  under  the  name  of 


CASH  BUYERS’  UNION  FIRST  NA- 
TIONAL CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY, 
And  increased  its  capital  stock  to  Five 
Million  Dollars,  consisting  of  500,000 
shares  of  $10  each,  divided  as  follows: 


Preferred  Stock $2,500,000 

Common  Stock 2,500,000 


We  offer  for  sale,  at  par,  for  cash, 
preferred  stock  only.  The  preferred  stock 
is  fully  paid,  non-assessable,  seven  (7) 
per  cent  Guaranteed,  Cumulative  and 
Fully  Participating. 

THIS  MEANS: 

First — The  preferred  stock  is  called  pre- 
ferred because  it  constitutes  an  absolute 
first  claim.  In  effect  A FIRST  MORT- 
GAGE on  the  entire  assets,  property, 
property-rights,  trade-marks,  trade-rights, 
etc.,  and  the  net  profits  of  the  business. 
The  common  stock  cannot  draw  one  cent 
of  dividend  until  the  PREFERRED 
STOCK  has  first  been  paid*  its  guaran- 
teed 7 per  cent  dividend  every  year. 

Second — It  is  Fully  Paid  and  Non- 
Assessable.  Your  first  payment  of  $10.00 
pays  in  full  for  one  share,  and  you  cannot 
be  assessed  for  further  payment  under 
any  consideration. 

Third — An  annual  dividend  of  SEVEN 
PER  CENT  must  FIRST  be  paid  each 
and  every  year  on  all  the  preferred  stock 
before  the  common  stock  can  begin  to 
receive  one  cent,  and  this  dividend  is 
also  a FIRST  CLAIM  on  all  the  property 
of  the  society. 

Fourth  — FULLY  PARTICIPATING 

means  that  in  addition  to  the  seven  per 
cent  guaranteed  dividend,  the  preferred 
stock  fully  participates — share  and  share 
alike — in  all  the  profits  of  the  society. 
For  example:  If  the  net  profits  of  the 

society  amount  to  25  per  cent  on  the  in- 
vestment the  preferred  stock  will  receive, 
in  addition  to  the  guaranteed  7 per  cent 
dividend,  another  18  per  cent  dividend. 

Fifth — Every  dollar  received  from  the 
sale  of  Preferred  Stock  goes  right  into 
the  business  for  active  use  and  is  repre- 
sented by  actual  assets — dollar  for  dollar. 
Not  one  cent  is  paid  to  promoters  or 
fiscal  agents,  but  every  dollar  received 
goes  into  the  treasury  of  the  society  for 
the  society’s  use. 
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Limitation  of  Subscription. 

We  should  prefer  to  place  this  stock 
to  250,000  individual  shareholders,  each 
owning  but  $10,  because  the  widest  pos- 
sible distribution  of  the  shares  is  the 
chief  object  of  this  organization;  there- 
fore, not  to  exceed  100  shares  ($1,000) 
will  be  sold  to  any  one  individual. 

Again,  in  order  to  distribute  our  rep- 
resentation equally  throughout  the  coun- 
try, we  reserve  the  right  to  decline  your 
subscription  if  the  amount  of  shares  al- 
lotted to  your  county  on  the  basis  of 
population  has  been  reached. 

We  will  not  accept  total  subscriptions 
to  exceed  $150,000  a month,  and  reserve, 
until  further  notice,  the  right  to  return 
all  money  received,  in  excess,  or  apply 
it  on  the  next  month’s  allotment,  if  you 
prefer. 

NET  PROFITS. 

Fifteen  per  cent  on  the  investment 
right  from  the  start  is  the  most  con- 
servative estimate  it  is  possible  to  make 
for  a successful  business,  established  19 
years,  which  is  Not  a New,  Unproven 
Enterprise,  but  a business  which  already 
has  over  a million  satisfied  customers 
with  whom  it  is  now  doing  business  every 
day  and  which  sells  everything  from  a 
needle  to  a threshing  machine,  reaching 
every  part  and  point  of  the  civilized 
world. 

During  its  nineteen  years  of  successful 
existence  the  Cash  Buyers’  Union — the 
very  business  you  buy  into — has  earned 
as  high  as  40  per  cent  on  the  capital  in- 
vested on  a comparatively  small  busi- 
ness, consisting  of  but  a few  departments. 
With  the  much  larger  business  assured 
through  the  interested  and  profit-sharing 
co-operation  of  thousands  of  customers, 
and  the  public  at  large,  an  even  higher 
ratio  of  profit  is  safely  assured. 


HISTORY. 


A Return  of  More  Than  Thirty  Times  the 
Investment  in  Six  Years. 

The  tremendous  earning  power  of  the 
mail-order  business  is  history. 

One  of  *he  pioneers  in  the  business,  as 
long  as  twenty-five  years  ago,  started 


with  a small  office  and  having  little  or  no 
money,  offered  a half-interest  in  his  plant 
for  $2,000,  which  money  he  desired  for 
the  expansion  of  the  business.  He  was 
refused.  To-day  this  same  $2,000  half- 
interest  is  worth  $3,000,000  and  not  for 
sale  at  any  price.  And  all  this  vast  capi- 
tal has  been  piled  up  by  the  profits  of  the 
business. 

Fabulous  Profits. 

For  another  example : Bight  years  ago 

a Chicago  capitalist  entered  a newly- 
started  mail-order  business.  He  contrib- 
uted to  the  capital  of  the  firm  less  than 
$40,000.  During  the  six  years  of  his 
active  connection  with  the  business  he 
withdrew  many  times  his  orginal  invest- 
ment in  dividends,  and  finally  sold  his 
interest  for  considerably  over  a million 
dollars. 

Six  years  in  the  mail-order  business 
netted  him  more  than  thirty  times  his 
original  investment 

All  this  was  done  under  close  indivdual 
partnership,  with  limited  capital  and 
without  the  tremendous  co-operation  and 
selling  force  of  an  army  of  thousands  of 
co-operative  shareholders. 

The  business  of  two  of  the  largest  mail- 
order houses  combined  amounts  to  $35,- 
000,000  annually  and  yields  a profit  of 
$1,400,000  on  a total  capitalization  of  le?s 
than  $4,000,000,  or  35  per  cent  on  the 
Investment. 

With  such  achievements  by  private  in 
dividuals,  a strongly  co-operative  organi 
zation  with  a $5,000,000  capital — greater 
than  that  of  all  others  combined— With 
the  Most  Skilled  Force  of  Managers  and 
Employes  Recruited  from  Its  Own  Share- 
holders— will,  without  question,  achieve 
still  greater  results  both  in  point  of  sales 
and  net  profits  produced. 


To  Sum  Up. 


You  may  become  a shareholder  in  a 
cosmopolitan  business  whose  trade  al 
ready  reaches  around  the  world  and 
which,  by  placing  it  on  a co-operative 
basis  with  the  public  at  large  and  its 
employes  sharing  in  the  profits.  Is  bound 
to  eclipse  the  greatest  mercantile  enter- 
prise both  in  point  of  magnitude  of  the 
business  and  the  net  profits  produced. 
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MONEY-SAVING  PRICE8 


Can  Only  Be  Established  By  Doing  Busi- 
ness on  a New  Plan. 

“MONEY-SAVING  PRICES”  is  a hack- 
neyed phrase  found  in  every  advertise- 
ment and  true  in  but  few. 

Of  ten  competing  retailers  on  a street 
each  claims  the  “Lowest  Prices.” 

Investigation  proves  that  the  prices  of 
all  of  them  are  very  nearly  alike. 

And  they  must  be. 

They  are  practically  “standard.” 

All  these  retailers  buy  their  goods  from 
the  same  or  similar  sources. 

Their  expenses  per  dollar  of  business 
are  very  nearly  alike.  And  the  percent- 
age of  profit  exacted  is  also  very  nearly 
alike. 

Shrewd  management  obtains  advan- 
tages in  buying  and  savings  in  expense  as 
against  the  inferior  management,  but  the 
advantages  gained  by  good  management 
are  not  shared  by  the  public. 

They  simply  make  more  money  for  the 
proprietor. 

Money-Saving  Prices  Can  Only  Be  Estab- 
lished By  Doing  Business  on  a 
New  Plan. 

THE  FIRST  DEPARTMENT  STORE 
established  a new  scale  of  prices,  because 
it  did  business  on  a new  plan  whose  feat- 
ure was  to 

Sell  Many  Things  to  the  Same  Customer. 

The  plan  became  tremendously  popular 
because  it  meant  convenience  to  the  cus- 
tomer; the  large  purchasing  power, 
backed  by  unlimited  ability  to  pay  spot 
cash,  established  a lower  standard  of  the 
prices  of  manufacturers;  expenses  being 
distributed  over  many  departments  in- 
stead of  being  burdened  on  one  single 
line  of  goods,  were  reduced  considerably. 

The  public  benefited  because  the  goods 
cost  less  to  produce,  cost  less  to  sell  and 
the  large  volume  of  business,  at  half  the 
percentage  of  profit,  still  meant  greater 
net  profit  to  the  proprietor  than  the  re- 
sults from  an  exclusive  store — say  a hard- 
ware store,  for  example,  no  matter  how 
large  its  business. 

The  people  quickly  saw  their  advan- 
tage and  so  the  department  store  secured 


their  trade  because  The  Plan  DID 
ESTABLISH  LOWER  PRICES. 

The  city  department  store  successfully 
solved  the  problem  of 

Selling  Many  Things  to  the  Same 
Customer. 

But  its  patronage  was  limited  by  the 
population  of  its  city  and  tributary  sur- 
roundings, so  the  next  step  in  this  com- 
mercial evolution  was  the  Mail-Order 
Department  Store.  It  did  not  stop  at 
Selling  Many  Things  to  the  Same  Cus- 
tomer, but  advanced  a great  step  and 
solved  the  problem  of 
Selling  More  Things  to  More  Customers. 

It  burst  the  limitation  of  “city  and 
suburban”  patronage  and  successfully 
appealed  to  the  entire  civilized  world. 

The  New  York  and  Chicago  City  De- 
partment Stores  average  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  $7,000,000.00. 

The  average  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed— about  3,000. 

The  Mail-Order  Department  Store  aver- 
ages with  the  same  capital  an  annual 
business  of  $17,000,000.00. 

The  average  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed is  about  2,000. 

Over  two  and  a half  times  the  business 
with  two-thirds  the  help. 

Here  again  was  a new  plan,  far  more 
stupendous  than  the  city  department 
store,  and  again  the  standard  of  prices 
tumbled. 

And  now  commercial  evolution  takes 
its  third  and  final  step  in  organizing  the 
highest  type  of  department  store 
ON  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PLAN, 
Again  a new  plan  aiming  to 
SELL  STILL  MORE  THINGS  TO  STILL 
MORE  CUSTOMERS, 

Through  the  interested  personal  selling 
force  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
small  proprietors,  right  on  the  ground,  in 
every  town,  in  every  hamlet  of  this  and 
foreign  countries. 

It  means  a new  and  much  lower  stand- 
ard of  prices ; it  reduces  the  cost  of 
living  and  returns  to  its  interested  share- 
holders not  alone  all  the  profit  they  have 
paid  on  their  own  goods,  but  their  pro- 
portionate share  of  the  profits  made  on 
the  sales  to  the  world  at  large. 
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HI8TORY  OF  CO-OPERATION. 


From  John  Stuart  Mill’s  “Principles  of 
Political  Economy.” 
Distributive  co-operation  has  its  origin 
in  the  fact  that  the  expenses  of  a middle- 
man between  the  producer  and  the  con- 
sumer may  be  entirely  dispensed  with. 
The  extraordinary  growth  of  co-operation 
is  one  of  the  most  cheerful  signs  of 
modern  times.  Distributive  co-operation 
originated  in  Rochdale,  in  England,  about 
1844,  with  a few  laborers  desirous  of 
saving  themselves  from  the  high  prices 
paid  for  poor  provisions.  By  uniting,  they 
purchased  tea  by  the  chest,  sugar  by 
the  hogshead,  which  they  sold  to  each 
member  at  market  prices.  They  were 
surprised  to  find  a large  profit  by  the 
operation,  which  they  divided  proportion- 
ally to  the  capital  subscribed.  Others 
soon  joined  them;  they  took  a store- 
room, and  in  1882  there  were  10,894  mem- 
bers, with  a share  capital  of  $1,576,215, 
and  with  realized  profits  in  that  year  of 
$162,885.  They  have  erected  expensive 
steam  flour-mills,  and  the  society  occu- 
pies eighteen  branch  establishments  in 
Rochdale.  Libraries  containing  more  than 
15,000  volumes,  and  classes  in  science, 
language,  and  the  technical  arts,  attended 
by  500  students,  have  been  maintained. 
The  extension  of  the  Rochdale  store  led 
to  the  necessity  of  a wholesale  establish- 
ment of  their  own.  It  is  now  a large 
institution  with  branches  in  London  and 
Newcastle.  “It  owns  manufactories  in 
London,  Manchester,  Newcastle,  Leicester, 
Durham,  and  Crumpsall;  and  it  has 
depots  in  Cork,  Limerick,  Kilmallock, 
Waterford,  Tipperary,  Tralee,  and  Ar- 
magh, for  the  purchase  of  butter,  pota- 
toes, and  eggs.  It  has  buyers  in  New 
York  and  Copenhagen,  and  it  owns  two 
steamships.  It  has  a banking  depart- 
ment with  a turn-over  of  more  than 
$60,000,000  annually.” 

Several  persons  each  subscribe  a sum 
to  make  up  the  share  capital  of  a store, 
and  a person  is  selected  to  take  charge 
of  the  purchase  and  care  of  the  goods. 
The  advantages  of  the  plan  are:  (1) 

A division  among  the  co-operators  of  all 


the  net  profits  of  the  retail  trade;  (2) 
a saving  in  advertisements,  since  mem- 
bers are  always  purchasers  without  solici- 
tation; (3)  no  loss  by  bad  debts,  since 
only  cash  sales  are  permitted;  and  (4) 
security  against  fraud  as  to  the  character 
of  the  goods  because  there  is  no  induce- 
ment to  make  gains  by  adulterations. 
It  is  often  found  that  the  capital  is 
turned  over  ten  times  in  the  course  of  a 
year;  while  the  cost  of  management  in 
the  wholesale  Rochdale  stores  does  not 
amount  to  one  per  cent  on  the  returns. 

Co-operation  presents  many  serious 
difficulties,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  need 
of  managing  ability.  Some  one  in  the 
association  must  know  the  wholesale 
markets  well,  the  proper  time  to  buy; 
he  must  know  the  processes  of  the  special 
production  thoroughly,  the  best  machin- 
ery, the  best  adaptation  of  labor  to  the 
given  end;  he  must  know  the  whims  of 
purchasers,  and  be  ready  to  change  his 
products  accordingly — in  short,  a man 
eminently  fitted  for  success  in  his  own 
business  or  factory  is  essential  to  the 
profitable  management  of  one  belonging 
to  a body  of  co-operators.  It  is  very 
often  only  his  skill,  prudence,  and  ex- 
perience that  make  the  difference  be- 
tween a failure  and  a success  in  business. 

Taken  verbatim  from  John  Stuart  Mill’s 
“Principles  of  Political  Economy,”  the 
greatest  authority  on  the  subject 

Note  How  Successfully  Our  Plan  Over- 
comes the  Difficulties  Stated.  “The  Need 
of  Managing  Ability”  is  Splendidly  Satis- 
fied by  Turning  Over  to  the  Society  a 
Matchless  Organization — Not  of  One  Man- 
ager  Who  Knows  a Little  of  Each  Line 
of  Goods,  but  of  a Number  of  Expert 
Managers,  Each  of  Whom  Knows  All 
There  is  to  be  Known  About  His  Line. 


Co-Operation  in  England  in  1902. 

Number  of  shareholders,  2,300,000. 

Capital  invested,  $130,000,000,  about 
$60  per  shareholder. 

Sales,  $430,000,000,  about  $200  per 
shareholder 

Profits,  $50,000,000;  40  per  cent  on  the 
capital  invested;  12  per  cent  on  sales: 
$24  per  shareholder. 
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These  are  the  returns  for  co-operation 
in  slow,  old  England  on  a strictly  local 
business  only. 

What  shall  co-operation  accomplish  in 
America,  with  progressive  American 
ideas  and  methods  and  making  the  whole 
world  its  customer? 
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CO-OPERATION  IS  A SUCCESS. 

British  Societies  Report  Increased 
Sales  and  Large  Profits. 

SPECIAL  CABLE  TO  THE  DAILY  NEWS. 

London,  June  1.— Co-operation  scored  i 
great  success  in  England  and  Scotland  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  according  to  the  reporl 
submitted  by  the  board  of  control  to  th< 
co-operative  congress  at  Doncaster  this 
afternoon.  The  movemen  embraces  near!} 
1,70°  societies  with  a membership  of  2,300,- 
000.  The  value  of  the  shares  in  the  various 
enterprises  amounts  to  £26,000,000  ($130,- 
000,000). 

During  1902  llie  sales  aggregated  £86  - 
000,000  ($430,000,000) — an  increase  for  the 
year  of  £4,000,000  (520.000,000).  Profits  in- 
creased £500,000  ($2,500,000)  and  aggregated 
£10,000,000  ($50,000,000).  Besides  engaging 
In  the  sale  of  merchandises  the  co-operators 
undertook  such  industries  as  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton,  iinen,  silk,  wool,  shoes, 
leather,  metalware,  hardware  and  wood 
work.  They  also  conducted  with  success 
building,  quarrying,  printing,  bookbinding, 
flour  milling  and  baking. 


KLBCT102V  RETURNS  TO-NIGHT* 


The  Dally  New*  will  lame  extra  «di- 
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Co-Operation, 

As  shown  on  the  previous  pages,  has 
been  wonderfully  successful.  Although 
there  exists  no  great  co-operative  society 
in  this  country — the  experience  in  other 
countries  has  been  astonishingly  satis- 
factory. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  Co  opera 
tive  Society,  of  London,  England,  count- 
ing among  its  shareholders  only  members 


of  the  English  Army  and  Navy,  Is  a mag- 
nificent example  of  what  co-operation 
does.  Their  business  is  colossal  and 
highly  successful.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  Civil  Service  Co-operative  Stores, 
also  of  London,  England. 

The  few  small  agricultural  and  work- 
ingmen’s co-operative  societies  in  this 
copntry  are  strictly  local  in  character, 
and  aim  to  do  no  business  beyond  pur- 
chasing at  as  near  wholesale  prices  as 
| possible  all  the  goods  needed  by  their 
' members  only. 

The  Cash  Buyers’  Union,  combining  the 
[ enormous  capital  and  force  of  thousands 
! of  the  American  people  in  every  walk  of 
life,  with  the  most  skilled  and  expert 
specialized  management  of  each  branch 
of  its  business,  and  organized  not  simply 
to  secure  the  advantages  of  co-operaticn 
in  buying  for  its  own  shareholders,  but 
selling  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  goods 
to  the  world  at  large,  will  mark  a new 
era  in  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

The  goods  you  buy  will  cost  you  con- 
siderably less  than  elsewhere,  and  In  ad- 
dition you  will  receive  a share  of  the 
profit  on  the  goods  sold  to  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  customers  throughout  this 
and  foreign  countries. 

A Personal  Experience 

Of  a shareholder  in  a society  which  sold 
goods  to  members  only  and  did  not  aim 
to  do  any  business  beyond  its  own  share- 
holders: 

Mr.  Holyoke  (“History  of  Co-operation 
in  England,”  p.  99)  quotes  as  follows  from 
a shareholder’s  experience:  “My  own 

pass-book  shows  that  I paid  on  November 
3d,  of  last  year,  £1  ($5)  to  become  a mem- 
ber of  a co-operative  store.  I have  paid 
nothing  since,  and  I am  now  credited 
with  £3  16s.  6d.  (about  $19),  nearly  three 
hundred  per  cent  on  my  capital  in  a sin- 
gle year.  Of  course,  that  arises  from  my 
purchases  having  been  large  in  propor- 
tion to  my  investment.  In  a co-operative 
store  you  get  5 per  cent  upon  the  money 
which  you  invest  as  a shareholder;  and, 
if  the  store  be  well  conducted,  you  will 
get  7 V6  per  cent  addition.” 

If  in  a co-operative  store,  conducted 
for  the  business  of  members  only,  experi- 
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ence  shows  dividends  of  12'/2  per  cent,  it 
is  but  fair  to  presume  that  the  profits  of 
a co-operative  establishment  whose  larg- 
est business  is  done  with  non-members 
all  over  the  world  will  be  considerably 
larger. 

Practical  Co-Operation. 

Co-operation  means  “working  together.” 

“Co-operative”  societies  work  together 
for  mutual  benefit. 

In  the  agricultural  districts,  farmers 
band  themselves  together,  “pool  their 
purchases” — so  to  speak — and  all  try  to 
buy  together.  Who  does  the  buying? 
One  of  their  number  who  knows  perhaps 
no  more  about  real  buying  than  any  of 
the  others  whom  he  tries  his  best  to 
represent. 

It  is  co-operation — in  a sense — but  it 
does  not  work,  because  it  is  not  done 

PRACTICALLY. 

Under  our  plan  of  co-operation  we 
“work  together”  with  all  the  people.  We 
buy  together;  we  sell  together;  we  make 
money  together. 

Our  Plan  is  Practical  and  Successful 

because  it  gives  to  co-operation  what  it 
has  never  had  before — even  in  the  most 
successful  societies  in  the  world — PRAC- 
TICAL MERCANTILE  MANAGEMENT 
by  the  best  men  in  each  branch;  a stove- 
founder  to  buy  or  to  make  stoves;  a hard- 
ware man  to  buy  hardware — and  so  forth. 

This  is  accomplished  by  “working  to- 
gether” on  a large  scale  and  by  blending 
“the  individual  partnership  plan  of  the 
merchant”  with  “the  co-operative  plan  of 
the  people.” 

The  preferred  stock  of  our  society  rep- 
resents the  people. 

The  common  stock  of  our  society  repre- 
sents the  merchants. 

The  holders  of  the  common  stock  are 
the  present  owners — the  management, 
officers,  department  managers  and  em- 
ployes of  the  institution  who  MUST  pro- 
duce profits  for  the  preferred  stock — the 
people — amounting  to  at  least  7 per  cent 
annually  on  the  investment  before  they 
can  hope  to  gain  one  penny  of  profit  be- 
yond their  ordinary  salaries  and  wages  as 
fixed  by  the  society. 


They  know  their  goods  must  be  right 
or  the  people  won’t  buy. 

They  know  their  prices  must  be  lower 
than  all  competition  or  the  people  go 
elsewhere. 

They  must  keep  down  expenses — be- 
cause expenses  eat  profits;  and  the  more 
profits  are  eaten  up  the  less  they  get 

In  short,  the  more  attractive  each  man- 
ager can  make  his -goods,  his  prices,  his 
advertising,  etc.,  the  greater  will  be  the 
sales  and  profits  of  his  department — in 
all  of  which  he  shares.  This  is  Practical 
Co-Operation. 


Our  Capital  is  Five  Million  Dollars, 


Divided 

as 

Follows: 

250,000 

$2,500,000. 

shares 

of 

Common 

Stock, 

250,000 

$2,500,000. 

shares 

of 

Preferred 

Stock 

It  is  part  of  the  Preferred  Stock  only 
which  is  offered  you  for  investment 


This  Preferred  Stock — every  share  of  it 
— is  represented  by  actual  assets — dollar 
for  dollar— is  GUARANTEED  to  bear  7 
per  cent  annual  dividends,  and  partici- 
pates fully,  share  and  share  alike,  in  all 
the  profits  of  the  business. 

It  is  fully  paid,  non-assessable;  and  al 
ways  constitutes  a first  claim  on  all  the 
assets,  property,  property  rights,  trade 
marks,  trade-rights  and  net  profits  of  the 
concern. 

The  Common  Stock  has  no  guaranteed 
dividend  and  does  not  begin  to  even  par- 
ticipate in  the  profits  of  the  institution 
until  the  Preferred  Stock  has  first  been 
paid  its  7 per  cent  guaranteed,  annual 
and  cumulative  dividend. 

Dividends 

Will  be  ascertained  semi-annually  on  Jan- 
uary 1st  and  July  1st  of  each  year  and 
declared  and  paid  thirty  days  later. 

A complete  inventory  of  the  property 
of  the  society  is  made  twice  a year;  the 
net  profits  for  the  previous  six  months 
reckoned  and  apportioned  share  and 
share  alike  among  all  the  shareholders. 

A Trial  Balance  of  the  books  is  taken 
at  the  end  of  each  and  every  month,  and 
after  being  audited  by  our  own  Auditing 
Department  is  submitted — at  least  twice 
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each  year — to  the  best  and  most  reliable 
audit  company  in  the  country,  and  their 
certificate  will  be  mailed  to  all  share- 
holders. 

8pecial  Shareholders’  Discount  On  Goods 
Bought  for  Own  Use. 

The  society  offers  to  those  of  its  share- 
holders who  desire  to  buy  from  our 
catalogues 

A Discount  of  5 Per  Cent  From  Regular 
Prices. 

This  entitles  you  to  purchase  at  prac- 
tically cost. 

If  you  will  procure  any  of  our  special 
catalogues — and  they  will  be  sent  free, 
postpaid,  on  request  (or  if  you  desire 
our  large  850- page  catalogue  send  15 
cents  to  partly  pay  postage) — you  will 
at  once  notice  the  material  saving  in 
price  on  all  kinds  of  merchandise. 

For  Example: 

The  catalogue  price  of  our  best  selling 
sewing  machine  is  $14.75,  including  all  at- 
tachments and  accessories.  An  equally 
good  machine  could  not  be  procured  from 
any  other  source  for  less  than  $17.50  to 
$25.00. 

We  know  that  dealers  pay  for  these 
machines  more  than  our  catalogue  price. 
Now,  if  you  are  a stockholder  you  will, 
in  addition  to  this  saving,  obtain  a 
further  5 per  cent  discount. 

For  Another  Example: 

We  sell  our  best  piano  for  $173.00. 
(Dealers  charge  from  $350.00  and  up- 
wards for  the  same  grade,  as  is  fully 
explained  in  our  piano  catalogue.)  If  you 
held  but  one  $10.00  share  and  desired 
to  purchase  this  piano,  your  discount 
would  be  $8.65.  So  you  can  readily  see 
that/ your  discounts  alone  would  soon  more 
than  save  you  your  entire  investment. 

This  is  co-operation,  which  means 
“working  together.” 

Remember,  the  business  is  established 
and  has  been  for  nineteen  years.  You 
can  obtain  our  large  catalogue  at  once 
and  begin  to  order  at  the  special  discount 
the  very  day  you  become  a shareholder. 

Special  Shareholders’  Commission. 

The  society  offers  to  pay  to  those  of 
its  shareholders  who  procure  orders  from 
their  relatives,  neighbors  or  friends 


A SPECIAL  COMMISSION  OF  5 PER 
CENT 

On  all  business  so  secured  from  our 
catalogues,  and  will  continue  to  pay  the 
commission  on  such  accounts  for  one  year. 

The  enormous  saving  in  advertising 
and  catalogue  expense  enables  us  to 
name  this  SPECIAL  5 PER  CENT  COM- 
MISSION to  be  paid  to  co-operating  share- 
holders for  securing  business  right  on 
the  ground. 

Through  this  liberal  plan  we  secure 
an  enormous  amount  of  additional  busi- 
ness at  practically  no  selling  expense 
whatever,  and  the  society  can  well  afford 
this  liberal  inducement  to  such  of  its 
shareholders  who  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  for  making 
money  by  actively  handling  the  Interests 
of  the  society.  The  commission  is  paid 
over  and  above  the  general  profit  accru- 
ing on  their  shares  through  the  additional 
business. 

Often  but  a word  to  a friend,  calling 
attention  to  the  society’s  goods  and 
money-saving  prices  will  start  an  ac- 
count, good  for  several  hundred  dollars 
of  annual  patronage. 

If  you  start  a new  customer  by  sending 
us  his  or  her  order,  however  small,  we 
pay  you  the  5 per  cent  commission  on 
all  business  secured  from  this  customer 
during  the  first  year. 

Your  neighbor’s  wife  may  give  you  a 
first  order  for  an  infant’s  cap  for  twenty- 
five  cents.  If  during  the  year  the  family 
should,  even  without  your  further  help, 
purchase  two  hundred  dollars’  worth  of 
additional  goods,  you,  the  shareholder, 
who  started  the  account,  will  receive  a 
commission  of  $10.00. 

This  is  co-operation,  which  means 
“working  together.” 

Remember,  the  business  is  established 
and  has  been  for  nineteen  years.  You  can 
obtain  our  large  general  catalogue  at 
once  and  begin  to  take  advantage  of  the 
special  commission  the  very  day  you 
become  a shareholder. 

CUSTOMERS’  PASS-BOOK. 

To  those  of  our  shareholders  who  de- 
sire to  become  active  customers  of  the 
society  (which  is  entirely  optional),  we 


Digitized  by  v^,ooQLe 


The  Railroad  Telegrapher. 


shall  send,  together  with  their  certificate 
of  stock,  a 

Customers’  Pass-Book, 

Bearing  name,  address  and  number. 
When  sending  orders  for  merchandise 
this  book  should  accompany  your  letter 
and  remittance.  We  shall  enter  into  the 
book  the  number  of  your  order  and  the 
total  amount.  At  the  end  of  each  six 
months'  period  all  books  will  be  called 
in;  the  total  amount  of  purchases  to 
your  credit  ascertained;  the  amount  due 
for  special  stockholders’  discount  (5  per 
cent)  figured  and  remitted  to  you,  to- 
gether with  your  dividend  check. 

By  means  of  this  book  you  will  always 
know  exactly  how  your  account  stands 
with  the  society.  We  have  also  prepared 
“Buying  Cards”  for  distribution  by  such 
of  our  shareholders  who  desire  to  dis- 
tribute them  amongst  their  relatives, 
friends  and  neighbors.  These  cards  also 
bear  your  name  and  number.  We  furnish 
them  for  general  distribution  in  any 
quantity  desired,  and  the  shareholder  who 
distributes  them  is  credited  with  all  busi- 
ness secured  through  his  cards,  and  he 
is  paid  the  shareholders’  commission. 

Clean,  up-to-date  methods  of  account- 
ing— “running  the  society  like  a bank” — 
is  by  no  means  the  least  feature  of  our 
plan  to  enlist  your  confidence,  interest 
and  co-operation. 

Employment. 

To  those  of  our  shareholders  who  en- 
gage with  us  to  distribute  our  catalogues 
and  push  the  sale  of  our  goods;  or  to 
whom,  by  reason  of  special  fitness  we 
can  give  employment  in  our  offices,  or 
our  stockrooms,  or  our  factories,  or  our 
shops,  a wide  remunerative  field  is  open. 
One  year’s  drill  with  a matchless  organi- 
zation such  as  ours  will  earn  you  more 
money  and  give  you  more  practical  busi- 
ness experience  and  invaluable  education 
than  an  equal  time  spent  in  any  other 
business. 

Our  business  is  diversified;  it  includes 
anything  and  everything,  entering  into 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  as  such, 
offers  opportunities  not  dreamed  of  in 
any  other  line. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  ONE  OF  THE 
LARGEST  MAIL-ORDER  HOUSES  WAS 
A TELEGRAPH  OPERATOR  FIFTEEN 
YEARS  AGO. 

The  president  of  another  large  house 
was  an  under  paid  dry  goods  clerk. 

The  president  of  our  institution  was 
general  manager  and  credit  man  of  a 
large  manufacturing  establishment  when 
he  decided  to  enter  the  mail-order  busi- 
ness. 

Men  in  every  walk  of  life  have  made 
astonishing  progress  and  brilliant  suc- 
cesses when  afforded  the  endless  oppor- 
tunities of  the  mail-order  business. 


THE  MANAGEMENT 
OF  THE  “CASH  BUYERS’  UNION”  18 
COMPOSED  OF  AN  AGGREGATION  OF 
MEN  OF  THE  HIGHEST  STANDING, 
BOTH  AS  TO  INTEGRITY  AS  WELL  AS 
ABILITY. 

THEY  ARE  ABLE  MERCHANTS  OF 
WIDE  EXPERIENCE— EVERY  ONE  OF 
THEM— AND  ACTIVELY  ENGAGED 
AND  INTERESTED  IN  THE  BUSINESS. 

With  our  organization  completed  we 
have  the  best  dry  goods  man  in  the 
country  to  run  the  dry  goods  department 
buy  direct  from  the  domestic  and  foreign 
mills,  and  the  saving  in  first  cost  goes 
into  our  customers’  and  shareholders’ 
pockets.  We  have  the  best  clothing  man 
in  the  country  to  manufacture  all  our 
clothing;  the  best  vehicle  man  to  operate 
our  own  vehicle  factory,  and  so  on,  in 
every  department. 

The  immense  business  justifies  the  em- 
ployment of  the  best  men  in  each  line 
and  they  are  attracted  by  the  profit- 
sharing  opportunity. 

In  this  respect  alone  the  co-operative 
plan  of  the  “Cash  Buyers’  Union”  over- 
shadows all  other  institutions  and  at- 
tempts at  small  co-operative  societies. 

Customer  and  shareholder  will  alike 
benefit  from  such  a matchless  organiza- 
tion possible  only  under  the  co-operative 
plan  on  a very  large  scale. 
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The  Co-Operative  Mail-Order  Business  is 
a World  Business. 

Buying  and  selling  every  conceivable 
kind  of  merchandise  in  the  five  conti- 
nents of  the  earth. 

WE  SELL  at  lower  prices  than  any 
other  establishment  and  issue  complete 
SPECIAL  CATALOGUES  and  also  a 
large  850-page  General  Catalogue  of 


Athletic  Goods. 
Agricultural  Imple- 
ments. 

Baby  Carriages. 
Bicycles. 

Bicycle  Sundries. 
Blacksmith  Tools. 
Books. 

Boots  and  Shoes. 
Builders’  Hardware. 
Cloaks,  Suits  and 
Furs. 

Clocks. 

Clothing,  Made-to- 
Order. 

Clothing,  Ready-to- 
Wear. 

Crockery  and  Glass- 
ware. 

Cutlery. 

Desks  and  Office  Fur- 
niture. 

Fishing  Tackle. 
Furnishing  Goods. 
Furniture. 

Gasoline  Engines. 
Groceries. 

Guns  and  Sporting 
Goods. 

Hardware. 

Harness  and  Saddlery. 
Hats  and  Caps. 
Hosiery. 

House  Furnishing 
Goods. 

Invalid  Chairs. 


Jewelry  and  Silver- 
ware. 

Ladles’  Waists  and 
Underskirts. 

Lamps. 

Mackintoshes  and 
Rain  Coats. 
Millinery. 

Miners’  and  Prospect- 
ors’ Outfits. 

Moving  Picture  Ma- 
chines. 

Musical  Instruments. 
Optical  Goods. 

Organs. 

Paints. 

Pianos. 

Photographic  Goods. 
Plumbers’  Supplies. 
Public  Entertainment 
Outfits. 
Refrigerators. 

Sewing  Machines. 
Shirts,  Men ’8  and 
Boys’. 

Stoves  and  Ranges. 
Talking  Machines. 
Tinware. 

Tools  of  Every  De- 
scription. 

Trunks  and  Satchels. 
Underwear. 

Vehicles  of  Every  De- 
■ scription. 

Wall  Paper. 

Watches. 


Catalogues  Now  in  Preparation: 


Artists’  Materials. 
Bakers'  Supplies. 
Barbers’  Supplies. 
Carpets  and  Curtains. 
Dairy  Supplies. 

Drugs. 

Dry  Goods. 

Electrical  Goods. 
Furnaces. 


Ladies*  Wearing  Ap- 
parel. 

Notions. 

Stationery. 

Surgical  Instruments. 
Tailors’  Trimmings. 
Tombstones. 

Toys. 

Wooden  warp. 


In  fact,  a complete  line  of  general 
merchandise.  Any  of  these  special  cata- 
logues will  be  sent  free  of  all  charges. 

If  you  prefer  our  large  850-page  Gen- 
eral Catalogue  send  15  cents  to  help  pay 
the  postage. 


The  Mail-Order  Business  Is  the  Greatest 

Business  on  Earth. 

Why? 

Because  it  has  no  local  limitations.  It 
reaches  every  corner  of  the  country  and 
every  civilized  land.  Its  salesman  is  the 
universal  Postal  Service,  the  cheapest 
known.  A one-cent  stamp  more  often 
does  the  business  where  a five  dollar  a 
day  salesman  fails. 

The  largest  Chicago  Department  Store 
at  best  reaches  only  two  million  people 
and  has  a score  of  competitors. 

The  mail-order  department  store  ap- 
peals to  the  eight  million  people  of  this 
country,  and  wherever  else  the  mail  will 
reach. 

There  Is  No  Limit 

To  the  constant  increase  of  earning  power 
of  a stupendous  national  organization 
which  buys  and  sells  every  conceivable 
article  of  commerce  from  a needle  to  a 
threshing  machine. 

Even  at  the  present  time  the  volume 
of  our  business  is  greater  than  that  of 
several  hundred  local  exclusive  stores 
combined. 

With  the  co-operation  of  thousands  of 
men  and  women,  In  every  town  of  the 
country,  an  annual  business  of  ONE 
HUNDRED  MILLION  DOLLARS  is  not 
without  the  range  of  possibility. 

Figures  Don’t  Lie. 

There  are  in  this  country  some  80,000,- 
000  people.  Of  these  there  live  in  the 
rural  districts  where  facilities  for  buying 
are  poor,  54,000,000  people. 

That  means  11,000,000  families.  Their 
annual  consumption  amounts  to  nearly 
$5,000,000,000.  Suppose  we  reach  but  one 
per  cent,  only  one  family  in  a hundred. 
(Co-operation  should  do  vastly  better,  but 
suppose  it  does  not.) 

It  would  mean  a business  of  $50,000,000. 

A net  profit  of  $2,500,000. 

Or  50  per  cent  on  the  capital  Invested. 

Is  this  good  enough  for  a proposition 
which  grows  quickly,  does  better  year 
after  year? 

Don’t  Misunderstand  the  Nature  of  the 
Mail-Order  Business. 

We  Chicagoans  are  often  told  by  pat- 
ronizing friends:  "Well,  I suppose  you 
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get  your  business  from  the  small  West- 
ern towns.” 

No  greater  mistake  is  made. 

We  sell  more  goods  in  the  State  of  New 
York  than  in  any  other  State  in  the 
Union.  Pennsylvania  comes  next;  Ohio 
is  third,  and  so  on. 

You  will  find  our  goods  in  the  homes 
of  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  as  well 
as  in  the  cabin  of  the  miner  in  the  Klon- 
dike, or  the  rich  Chinaman  in  Hong  Kdng. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  show  you  or  any  of 
your  Chicago  friends  the  actual  orders 
from  either  of  the  three  mentioned  locali- 
ties and  statistics  of  the  distribution  of 
our  business  throughout  the  world. 

An  $8,000.00  Order  “Blown”  In  From 
Slam. 

Prince  Naradhip,  a wealthy  Indian 
prince,  of  Bangkok,  Siam,  saw  one  of  our 
Bicycle  advertisements  in  a copy  of  the 
“Cosmopolitan”  which  floated  to  Siam. 

Result: 

A cable  order  amounting  to  $8,000.00. 

Cost  of  securing  the  business?  Nothing. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  show  the  original 
of  this  order  to  any  of  your  Chicago 
friends. 


From  the  Extreme  South. 

M.  Clifford,  of  Pietermaritzburg,  South 
Africa,  on  seeing  one  of  our  catalogues  In 
the  hands  of  an  immigrant  American 
friend,  sent  us  a draft  for  £125  ($625.00) 
for  Road  Carts,  Buggies  and  Harness. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  show  the  original 
of  this  order  to  any  of  your  Chicago 
friends. 


From  the  Extreme  North. 

Andrew  M.  Nylund,  of  Helsingfors,  Fin- 
land, noticing  our  advertisement  in  an 
American-Swedish  paper,  sent  to  him 
accidentally  by  a Swedish-American,  has 
bought  several  hundred  dollars’  worth  of 
goods  since. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  exhibit  the  original 
account  to  any  of  your  Chicago  friends, 
and  mention  these  few  examples  only  to 
show  that  trade  reaches  us  without  the 
slightest  effort  on  our  part,  even  from 
countries  whose  trade  we  have  not 
solicited  as  yet. 


The  Dealer  Quits  the  Jobber — Our  Prices 
Do  the  Business. 

We  have  several  thousand  accounts 
with  dealers  and  merchants,  each  averag- 
ing several  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Merchants  find  it  to  their  advantage  to 
deal  with  us,  although  we  have  no  sales- 
men. 

The  price  and  a one-cent  catalogue 
does  it  all. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  exhibit  our  ledgers 
to  your  representative  and  show  you  the 
exhibit  of  our  business. 

The  Mail-Order  Business  Has  No  “Dull 
Season.” 

When  stoves  don’t  move,  we  sell  re- 
frigerators and  ice-cream  freezers.  When 
the  farmer  has  ceased  buying  farm  im- 
plements, he  buys  his  clothing,  piano, 
organ,  sewing  machine,  etc. 

The  sun  never  sets  on  our  business. 

There  are  no  seasons  in  our  business. 

We  do  business  all  the  time. 


The  Mail-Order  Business  Is  Eternal. 

A gold  mine  plays  out — most  of  them  do. 

An  oil  well  dries  up — if  ever  it  spouts. 

But  a general  mail-order  business — 

Selling  everything  from  a needle  to  a 
threshing  machine; 

Everything  you  eat,  wear  and  use; 

Every  day  in  the  year,  never  dies,  but 
grows  constantly. 

We  attend  the  baby’s  birth  with  a cra- 
dle, the  outfit  of  infanJtfs  wear.  The 
schoolboy  looks  to  us  for  his  suit,  has 
shoes,  his  cap,  his  books,  his  games,  his 
toys.  The  man  procures  from  us  his 
plow  or  his  plane,  his  anvil  or  his  sex- 
tant; the  groceries  and  wearing  apparel 
for  himself  and  his  family.  When  his 
course  of  life  is  run,  our  tombstone,  sent 
direct  from  the  quarry,  then,  and  only 
then,  closes  the  account  of  the  life-long 
customer  of  the  Mail-Order  business. 

Losses  in  the  Mail-Order  Business 

Amount  to  nothing.  It  is  a strictly  cash 
business.  We  give  no  credit  to  anyone. 
We  have  either  the  money  or  the  goods. 
And  while  we  ship  goods  C.  O.  D..  subject 
to  approval  to  doubting  Thomases,  over 
80  per  cent  of  the  orders  we  receive  are 
accompanied  by  cash. 
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We  have  no  accounts  to  collect;  panics 
don’t  swamp  us;  In  fact,  they  help  our 
business. 

We  tell  you  in  the  next  paragraph  why. 

The  Mail-Order  Business  Is  a “Hard 
Times”  Business, 

Which  means  it  flourishes  in  “hard 
times”  as  strongly  as  in  prosperity. 

This  isn’t  odd.  In  prosperous  times, 
when  the  individual  purchasing  power  is 
great,  the  frequency  with  which  cus- 
tomers buy  higher  priced  goods  and  the 
luxuries  which  they  procure,  such  as  car- 
riages, pianos,  organs,  sewing  machines, 
fine  wearing  apparel,  jewelry,  etc.,  swell 
the  volume  of  our  sales. 

Many  thousands  who  in  good  times 
don't  look  closely  to  the  dollars,  and 
therefore  buy  at  home  and  pay  the  higher 
price,  will,  when  money  is  tight,  patron- 
ize the  mail-order  business,  which,  with 
its  lower  prices,  makes  the  scarcer  dollar 
do  the  work  of  two — oftentimes. 

That’s  the  reason  the  “hard  times”  sit- 
uation is  offset  In  our  business. 

The  Secret  of  the  Mail-Order  Business  Is 
Large  Distribution. 

You  have  heard  of  the  fortunes  made 
by  the  “Ivory  Soap  Co.,”  selling  soap  and 
nothing  but  soap;  “Hood’s  Sarsaparilla,” 
selling  but  one  patent  medicine;  by  the 
“Ingersoll  Watch  Co.,”  selling  a dollar 
watch  and  nothing  but  that  dollar  watch; 
of  “Cascarets,”  of  “Omega  Oil,”  and 
countless  others.  All  these  concerns  sold 
but  ONE  article  and  amassed  a fortune 
in  a few  years — all  by  advertising. 

Can  you  imagine,  even,  the  possible 
profits  of  a mercantile  institution  selling 
everything  from  a needle  to  a threshing 
machine,  Including  ALL  the  patent  medi- 
cines made;  ALL  the  watches  made; 
ALL  the  brands  of  soap  made;  in  fact, 
anything  and  everything  entering  into 
the  daily  consumption  of  the  world? 

Low  Prices  in  the  Mail-Order  Business 

Are  made  possible  by  a great  number  of 
favorable  conditions. 

The  price  of  an  articre  is  what  it  costs 
to  produce:  plus  what  it  costs  to  sell; 
plus  the  expense  of  handling;  plus  the 


profits  of  ALL  concerned  in  its  handling 
from  the  time  it  comes  from  the  factory 
until  it  reaches  the  consumer. 

To  begin  with,  we  buy  DIRECT  from 
factories  and  mills  and  sell  direct  to  the 
user.  No  wholesalers’,  no  jobbers',  no 
retailers’,  nor  any  other  middleman’s 
immense  profits  and  expenses  are  added 
to  our  cost;  nothing  but  our  ONE  small 
percentage  of  profit. 

The  cost  of  produce,  we  cut  down  to 
bed-rock  by  being  able  to  buy  for  spot 
cash  in  large  quantities  at  favorable  sea- 
sons of  the  year  when  manufacturers  are 
glad  to  sell  at  cost,  oftentimes  just  to 
keep  their  mills  going  and  keep  their 
forces  together. 

The  cost  of  handling  we  cut  down,  by 
shipping  direct  from  factories,  saving 
freights,  saving  handling,  saving  valuable 
space,  saving  interest  and  insurance  on 
merchandise  stocks,  etc. 

The  cost  of  selling  we  cut  down,  by 
doing  our  business  direct  with  the  user 
by  mail  without  the  enormous  expense  of 
the  endless  chain  of  salesmen,  agents, 
etc.,  of  jobber,  wholesaler  and  retailer 
added  to  the  cost. 

The  profits  we  eliminate  entirely;  there 
are  none  to  be  paid  to  anyone,  except 
our  own  small  percentage  for  handling. 

This  Is  the  secret  of  our  low  prices. 

Expenses  in  the  Mail-Order  Business 
Are  lower  than  in  any  other. 

We  have  no  expensive  salesmen,  just 
printer’s  ink  and  postage  stamps — that’s 
all. 

We  have  not  an  army  of  clerks  to  sit 
around  idly  for  hours  on . rainy  days  or 
when  business  is  “dull.” 

The  volume  of  our  business  makes  each 
detail  so  great  that  it  has  the  closest  at- 
tention, study  and  superintendence  of  a 
specialist.  We  make  LESS  work  of  our 
work,  and  having  it  systematized  thor- 
oughly the  cost  is  reduced  still  further. 

We  are  doing  a full  480  minutes'  work 
every  day,  so  well  can  we  regulate  our 
business. 

It  cuts  the  percentage  of  pay  roll  in 
just  half,  compared  with  the  retail  depart- 
ment store  or  the  ordinary  business. 
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SMALL  PROFITS  ON  SALES, 

And  Still  Immense  Profits  on  the  Capital 
Invested. 

There  Is  less  profit  on  groceries  than 
on  any  other  merchandise. 

Still,  all  wholesale  grocers  are  wealthy 
men. 

It’s  not  in  the  profit  on  the  goods  where 
the  money  is  made,  but  on  the  “turn- 
over.” 

This  means  the  number  of  times  you 
can  “turn”  your  capital.  If  you  have 
$1,000.00  capital  and  do  a $10,000.00  busi- 
ness you  “turn”  your  capital  ten  times. 

In  groceries  you  can  turn  your  capital 
over  two  hundred  times.  So  while  you 
make  but  a ridiculously  small  profit  on 
each  sale,  you  make  that  small  profit 
so  many  times  that  it  amounts  to  a large 
sum  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  the  mail-order  business  conditions 
are  more  favorable  than  in  any  other 
for  a large  “turnover.” 

With  experienced  management  of  finan- 
ces and  of  stocks  a $1,000,000.00  capital 
can  be  made  to  do  a $10,000,000.00  busi- 
ness. 

The  profit  on  the  $10,000,000.00  busi- 
ness is  $500,000.00,  OR  50  PER  CENT 
ON  THE  CAPITAL  INVESTED. 

None  will  say  that  a profit  of  5 per 
cent  on  a sale  is  not  the  lowest  possible 
percentage  of  profit  known.  And  still 
the  smallest  percentage  of  profit  on  the 
merchandise  makes  the  largest  profit  on 
the  investment. 

It’s  in  the  volume — the  “turnover.” 

Bear  this  in  mind. 

The  Mail-Order  Business  is  a Great 
Educator, 

Being  an  aggregation  of  all  conceivable 
kinds  of  stores  under  one  central  man- 
agement. 

If  you  are  a clerk,  a bookkeeper,  a 
small  merchant,  a big  merchant,  a banker, 
financier  or  capitalist — connection  with 
our  great  Institution  will  be  worth  many 
times  whatever  investment  you  may 
make,  in  the  information  and  education 
you  will  gain. 

It  will  acquaint  you  with  every  detail 
of  the  huge  machinery  of  business — 


promotion,  advertising,  merchandise,  buy- 
ing and  selling,  keeping  stock,  accounting, 
managing  and  financing  of  one  of  the 
world’s  greatest  stores. 

Our  shareholders  are  always  welcome 
to  visit  our  establishment,  and  pains 
will  be  taken  to  acquaint  them  with  every 
detail. 

To  Invest  Means: 

To*  lay  out  (money  or  capital)  in  the 
purchase  of  property,  especially  for  PER 
MANENT  USE  as  opposed  to  speculation. 

This  is  the  definition  given  by  the 
“Standard  Dictionary,”  and  the  definition 
excellently  fits  “Cash  Buyers’  Stock” 
which  is  property — GOOD  PROPERTY 
OF  PERMANENT  USE— with  not  an 
atom  of  speculation  about  it 

“Cash  Buyers’  Stock”  is  a legitimate, 
high-grade  investment — absolutely  safe 
and  guaranteed — and  yielding  the  great- 
est profit  in  mercantile  enterprises. 

THERE  18  NO  RISK. 

The  Safety  of  Your  Investment  is  Guar 
anteed  Absolutely. 

First,  by  the  entire  assets,  property, 
property  rights,  trade-marks  and  trade- 
rights  of  the  Institution  on  which  the 
preferred  stock  is  a first  lien. 

This  means  that  both  the  principal  and 
dividend  of  the  preferred  stock  have  al- 
ways the  first  claim  on  all  the  property 
and  net  profits  of  the  concern. 

Second,  by  the  largely  interested 
management  composed  of  officers — well 
known  for  their  Integrity,  ability  and 
years  of  practical  experience  and  active 
connection  with  your  establishment- 
shrewd,  wide-awake  merchants— -every  one 
of  them  and  wedded  to  a policy  which 
will  satisfy  even  the  most  unreasonable 
customer. 

Third,  by  the  fact  you  are  buying  into 
a GOING  business  with  a successful 
record  of  years  behind  it,  and  reorganized 
under  a still  more  successful  plan  on  a 
larger  scale  than  any  other  institution 
of  its  kind.  No  experiments — no  “pro- 
jected” enterprise — no  “prospect”— no 
scheme,  but  a living,  breathing,  working 
and  money-making  business  proposition 
right  now. 
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The  Speculative  Feature 
Is  entirely  eliminated  from  “Cash  Buyers’ 
Stock.”  It  does  not  deal  in  futures  nor 
depend  on  “lucky  strikes”  or  “projected 
enterprises,”  but  is  based  on  a business 
of  nineteen  years  of  successful  record 
and  assures  the  holder  of  legitimate  re- 
turns right  from  the  start. 

This  Is  best  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
we  paid  our  shareholders  a 10  per  cent 
dividend  after  only  six  months  operation 
under  the  co-operative  plan. 

By  over-capitalization,  stock-jobbing  and 
“watering”  we  might  offer  the  $10.00 
share  for  $1.00  or  offer  bonuses  of  com- 
mon stock,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing 
usually  resorted  to  by  promoters. 

There  is  nothing  to  give  away  in 
our  proposition.  It  is  not  a promoter’s 
scheme,  but  a straight,  high-grade,  strictly 
legitimate  MERCANTILE  ENTERPRISE 
and  Every  Dollar’s  Worth  of  Stock  Sold 
Represents  an  Actual  100  Cents  of  Value 
— that’s  why  the  stock  sells  at  par. 

Your  investment  begins  to  earn  from 
the  moment  you  make  it — without  wait- 
ing for  “development-work”  or  “until  we 
get  started.”  It  begins  to  earn  immedi- 
ately because  we  are  doing  business 
every  day,  RIGHT  NOW,  and  you  will 
find  that  the  shares  you  have  bought  are 
worth  more  money  and  that  you  will 
have  to  pay  a higher  price  for  those  you 
buy  later. 

The  Desire  to  “Make  Money” 

is  strong  in  every  rational  American. 
The  savings  banks  of  the  country  are 
glutted  with  the  money  of  the  people.  A 
national  bank  would  be  as  good  and  safe 
a place,  but  it  does  not  usually  pay  inter- 
est on  small  deposits.  Therefore,  the 
deposits  are  diverted  to  the  savings  bank. 

The  youngster  who  has  $100.00  in  the 
bank  swells  with  pride  and  satisfaction 
when  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  finds  that 
$3.50  or  $4.00  are  added  to  his  account: 
that,  without  any  effort  on  his  part,  his 
money  has  grown. 

Nothing  but  the  wish  for  “better  re- 
turns” drives  the  money  from  the  Na- 
tional Bank  to  the  4 per  cent  Savings 
Bank;  from  the  4 per  cent  Savings  Bank 
to  the  5 per  cent  investments  in  bonds 


or  mortgages;  from  the  5 per  cent  mort- 
gage to  the  10  per  cent  stock. 

If  you  wish  to  see  your  money  grow, 
buy  “Cash  Buyers’  Stock.”  It  earns  five 
times  as  'much  as  the  savings  bank  and 
is  as  safe  as  the  safest  of  banks. 

There  are  individuals  only  behind  the 
savings  bank. 

The  whole  people  are  behind  “Cash 
Buyers’  Stock.” 

What  Is  Your  Capital  Doing  for  You? 

Co-operation  aims  to  do  for  the  small 
capitalist  what  the  large  capitalist  is 
doing  for  himself. 

If  you  have  $500.00  you  can  not  start  in 
business  with  it,  at  least  not  in  a busi- 
ness which  yields  any  kind  of  returns. 
You  must  deposit  it  in  a savings  bank  or 
invest  it  in  securities  and  be  contented 
with  small  interest. 

By  co-operation  alone  can  you  make 
the  small  capital  yield  the  handsome  per- 
centage of  returns  which  the  banker  or 
the  merchant-prince  secures  from  his 
large  investments.  “Cash  Buyers’  Stock” 
through  co-operation  puts  you  in  business 
for  yourself,  no  matter  how  small  your 
capital,  and  puts  you  on  an  equality  with 
the  powerful  merchant  as  far  as  earning 
power  for  your  dollars  is  concerned. 

Co-operation  puts  you  in  position  for  a 
50  per  cent  opportunity  where  otherwise 
you  remain  shackled  to  the  4 per  cent 
dictum  of  the  savings  bank. 

As  a Gift 

To  your  mother,  your  wife,  your  son, 
your  daughter  or  any  one  dear  to  you, 
nothing  is  more  attractive  than  a divi- 
dend-earning share  of  stock.  A trinket 
loses  in  value  and  significance  as  time 
passes  on,  but  an  ever-earning  and  divi- 
dend-bearing stock  is  a periodical  re- 
minder of  the  giver’s  generosity;  in  fact, 
it  renews  and  doubles  and  trebles  the 
original  gift,  eventually. 

$10.00 

Makes  you  a partner  in  the  old-estab- 
lished, successful  “Cash  Buyers’  Union,” 
“The  First  National  Co-operative  So- 
ciety,” of  Chicago,  of  America,  with  a 
capital  of  $5,000,000.00.  You  may  pur- 
chase as  many  shares  as  you  like,  not  to 
exceed  100  ($1,000.00). 
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When  you  buy  stock  in  a gold  mine 
you  may  make  money  IF  you  strike  “pay- 
dirt.” When  you  buy  stock  in  an  oil  well 
you  may  make  money  IF  you  strike  oil 
and  the  well  does  not  dry  dp. 

There  are  ninety-nine  disappointments 
and  total  losses  to  one  success. 

There  Are  No  “Ifs”  Nor  “Ands”  in  “Cash 
Buyers'  Stock." 

It  is  “pay-dirt”  right  now  and  for  sale 
only  to  gain  the  co-operation  of  thousands 
of  customers — past,  present  and  future. 

Remember,  with  $10.00  you  buy  into  a 
great  established  mail-order  business  re- 
ceiving thousands  of  dollars  in  cash 
every  day  right  now. 

No  Experiment.  No  Risk. 

Just  expansion. 

What  Man  Has  Done, 

Man  can  do  again — 

And  improve  upon  it. 

A well-known  Chicago  mail-order  house, 
organized  on  the  individual  partnership 
plan,  started  business  in  1895  with  a capi- 
tal of  $150,000.00. 

Present  annual  business:  $18,000,000.00. 

Present  annual  profits  (5  per  cent  on 
sales) : $900,000.00. 

Six  Times  the  Original  Investment  Earned 
Each  and  Every  Year. 

One  hundred  dollars  invested  in  a leg- 
itimate, high-grade  mercantile  enterprise 
now,  under  the  co-operative  plan,  should 
do  even  better  than 

Earn  for  you — 

In  less  than  ten  years — 

$600.00  a year, 
or  $50.00  a month 
Each  and  every  year. 

What  better  annuity  can  you  get? 

What  better  protection  against  sick- 
ness or  old  age? 

What  better  protection  for  your  family? 

“Cash  Buyers’  Stock”  is  “Rainy-day 
Insurance.” 

Prompt  Action 

On  your  part  is  necessary  to  secure  your 
stock  under  the  “SPECIAL  OFFER  TO 
RAILROAD  MEN,"  which  applies  only 
on  subscriptions  sent  on  the  following 
coupon  before  JUNE  1st,  1904. 

He  who  runs  can  read  and  understand 
that  never  has  an  equally  good  and  fair 


proposition  been  made  to  the  RAILROAD 
MEN  of  this  country.  There  is  not  a 
RAILROAD  MAN  who  does  not  know 
of  the  wonderful  extent  of  the  mail- 
order business;  every  station-platform  is 
crowded  with  the  goods  shipped  there  by 
mailorder  houses. 

RAILROAD  MEN  above  all  others  have 
helped  to  build  the  business  to  its  pres- 
ent proportions,  but  no  one  has  ever 
offered  them  more  than  a mere  “thank 
you”  for  their  trouble.  WE  offer  the 
RAILROAD  MEN  a share  in  the  profits 
of  the  business  they  help  create;  we  pay 
them  liberally  for  distributing  our  cata- 
logues, and  again  pay  them  liberally  for 
all  business  resulting  from  such  distribu- 
tion. REMEMBER — One  Judicious  In- 

vestment is  Worth  a Lifetime  of  Labor. 


Our  References: 

The  Metropolitan  Trust  & Savings 
Bank,  the  registrars  of  the  stock  of  the 
society. 

Any  other  bank  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Any  mercantile  institution  of  standing 
in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Messrs.  Lord  & Thomas,  advertising 
agency,  Chicago  and  New  York. 

Any  Railroad  or  Express  Company  (to 
whom  we  are  known  as  heavy  shippers). 

The  publisher  of  this  or  any  other  mag- 
azine or  newspaper  of  general  circulation 
(to  whom  we  are  known  as  constant, 
progressive  advertisers). 

Over  1,000,000  satisfied  customers,  some 
of  whom  are  living  right  in  your  own 
community  and  can  tell  you  about  the 
reliability  of  our  house  in  Its  dealings 
with  its  customers. 

For  Your  Special  Information. 

Mr.  L.  W.  Quick,  Editor  and  Manager 
of  The  Railroad  Telegrapher,  personally 
knows  our  institution  to  be  absolutely 
reliable.  He  has  carried  our  advertising 
for  years,  just  the  same  as  a great  many 
other  railroad  publications  and  the  press 
of  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Quick  will  be  very  glad  to  furnish 
to  any  reader  of  The  Railroad  Teleg- 
rapher any  special  information  desired 
about  the  standing  and  reliability  of  our 
institution. 
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A Point : 

We  are  the  only  general  mail-order 
house  whose  advertisements  have  always 
been  and  are  today  accepted  by  all  the 
highest  class  journals  WITHOUT  EX- 
CEPTION. 

Take  for  example:  The  Delineator  ex- 

ercises the  strictest  censorship  known 
over  its  advertising  columns;  it  refuses 
thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  advertising 
during  the  year.  It  makes  the  closest 
possible  investigation  of  the  advertiser’s 
business  and  the  goods  advertised,  to 
protect  its  subscribers. 

We  are  the  only  general  mail-order 
house  admitted  to  its  columns. 

Honest  Advertising  and  Good  Goods 
find  entrance  everywhere. 

REGISTRARS  OF  STOCK. 

The  Metropolitan  Trust  and  Savings 
Bank,  of  Chicago,  are  the  registrars  of 
the  stock  of  this  society.  All  subscrip- 


tions, together  with  the  remittances, 
must  be  sent  to  them  and  they  will  make 
proper  record  of  the  issue  of  the  stock 
and  countersign  each  and  every  certifi- 
cate issued.  % 

Even  our  old  customers  (who  are  ac- 
customed to  send  their  remittances  direct 
to  us)  are  requested  to  make  all  checks, 
express  and  money  orders  payable  to  the 

METROPOLITAN  TRUST  AND  SAV- 
INGS BANK, 

Cor.  La  Salle  and  Madison  Sts.,  Chicago, 
and  to  use  the  coupon  at  the  end  of  this 
advertisement 

Owing  to  the  small  denomination  of 
the  shares,  requiring  the  handling  of 
thousands  of  small  remittances,  we  have 
thought  it  best,  in  the  general  interest, 
to  have  all  remittances  sent  direct  to  the 
registrars  and  cause  immediate  record 
to  be  made. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  urge  every  RAILROAD  MAN  to  write 
me,  provided  he  does  not  understand  our  plan  thoroughly,  or  if  every- 
thing is  not  perfectly  clear.  I know  that  every  RAILROAD  MAN 
who  reads  this  advertisement  would  invest  in  our  shares  if  he  realized 
the  immense  advantage  such  an  investment  would  be  to  him,  and  the 
EXTRA  MONEY  he  could  make  without  trouble,  expense,  publicity 
or  interference  with  his  present  duties.  If  you  want  any  further 
information,  of  any  nature  whatever,  WRITE  TO  ME  PERSON- 
ALLY and  I will  take  pleasure  in  answering  your  every  question 
fully  and  to  your  complete  satisfaction. 

FOR  QUICK  ACTION,  fill  out  the  coupon  on  following  page 
and  send  it,  together  with  your  remittance,  to  the  Metropolitan  Trust 
and  Savings  Bank,  Registrars  of  Stock. 

IF  YOU  ARE  IN  DOUBT,  and  desire  further  information, 
write  to  me  personally. 

Respectfully  yours. 


Pres,  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
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SPECIAL  OFFER  TO  RAILROAD  HEN. 

Realizing  the  great  importance  of  securing  as  Shareholders  and  Co-operators  a 
large  number  of  RAILROAD  MEN,  the  men  who  know  how  and  where  to  secure  a 
large  amount  of  mail-order  business  for  their  store,  we  hereby  make  to  you  this 
strong,  liberal,  special  Inducement: 

If,  before  June  ist,  1904,  you  will  cut  out  and  mail  the  coupon  below, 
together  with  your  subscription  and  remittance  for  same,  we  will  enter  your  sub- 
scription as  of  date  January  1st,  1904,  thus  entitling  you  to  the  full  six-months’ 
dividend  due  July  ist,  1904,  which,  on  the  basis  of  our  last  dividend,  would  entitle 
you  to  nearly  5 % extra  interest  on  your  investment  in  5 months. 

REMEMBER,  In  order  to  be  entitled  to  this  special  concession  you  must  be 
actively  connected  with  the  R.  R.  or  express  service,  and  state  so  in  the  application. 

Together  with  your  certificate  of  stock  we  will  send  you,  charges  prepaid: 
First.— Our  large  general  CO-OPERATIVE  CATALOGUE  AND  PRICE  LIST, 

A magnificent  book  of  850  pages,  positively  the  handsomest  catalogue  ever  published  by  may 
Institution,  containing  a complete  line  of  high  grade  GENERAL  MERCHANDISE  at  co-operative, 
money-saving  prices.  This  catalogue  also  contains  our  complete  prospectus  as  hereinbefore 
printed,  and  In  addition  a large  sample  list  of  our  shareholders,  showing  subscriptions  In  amounts 
from  $10  to  $1,000  from  people  In  every  walk  of  life.  In  nearly  every  civilized  country  on  the 
* »be;  complete  detailed  Information  about  every  possible  point;  numerous  letters  from  share- 
Iders,  expressing  their  great  satisfaction  with  their  Investment,  the  dividends  and  commissi oas 
received,  the  quality  of  our  goods,  the  saving  effected,  the  prompt  service — many  of  them  Increas- 
ing their  subscriptions  the  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  times. 

Second — A year’s  subscription  to  our  WHOLESALE  GROCERY  PRICE  LIST, 

which  alone  will  save  any  family  at  least  $100.00  per  year  on  their  living  expenses. 

Third.— A year’s  subscription  (ia  Issues)  to  “THE  NATIONAL  CO-OPERATOR,” 

a monthly  magazine  for  co-operators,  teaching  the  theory  and  practice  of  CO-OPERATION,  aad 
giving  the  news  of  Its  progress  throughout  the  world . 

Fourth.— A year’s  subscription  to  all  SPECIAL  BULLETINS, 

which  may  be  Issued  from  time  to  time. 

Fifth — A large  supply  of  “CO-OPERATIVE  BUYING  CARDS,” 

for  distribution,  either  personally  or  by  mall,  among  your  friends,  neighbors,  relatives  and  afl 
mall  order  buyers  known  to  you,  which  will  entitle  you  to  the  SPECIAL  SHAREHOLDERS' 
COMMISSION  on  all  business  secured  through  them. 

®grThls  Is  one  of  the  most  popular  features  of  our  wonderful  Co-Operative  Plan.«%ft 

If,  for  any  reason,  yon  desire  any  special  information,  or  additional  literature,  write  ns  at  once 
and  we  will  answer  your  every  question.  Address  all  LETTERS  (other  than  subscriptions)  to 

CASH  BUYERS’  UNION 

FIRST  NATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 

158-168  West  Van  Buren  Street,  Dept  91,  Chicago,  111.,  U.  S.  A. 


a 


...COUPON... 

Cut  off  this  coupon  and  send  It  with  your  remittance  before  June  1,  1904,  and  we 
will  enter  yonr  subscription  under  date  of  January  1,  1904,  thus  entitling  yon  to 
the  full  six  months’  dividend  due  July  1,  1904.  This  means  your  money  will  earn 
dividends  for  you  fully  five  months  before  you  make  the  Investment. 

Fill  In  this  remittance  blank  and  send  It  with  P.  O.  Money  Order,  Express 
Order,  Bank  Draft,  Check  or  Registered  Letter,  to 

METROPOLITAN  TRUST  & SAVINGS  BANK,  Dept.  91. 

Corner  Madison  and  La  Salle  Streets,  Chicago,  111.,  U.  8.  A. 

Gentlemen— I hereby  subscribe  for shares  of  the  full  paid,  non- 

assessable 7%  preferred  and  fully  participating  stock  of  the  Cash  Buyers’  Union,  First 

National  Co-Operative  Society,  at  $10  per  share.  Enclosed  find  9 in  pay- 

ment of  same.  This  stock  is  to  be  registered  by  you  in  my  name  and  the  shtck  cer- 
tificates si  nt  to  me.  and  when  so  registered  and  sent  to  me  you  are  authorized  to  turn 
over  my  money  to  the  society.  If  my  subscription  is  received  too  late,  the  money  is  to 
be  returned  to  me. 

Name Street 

P.  O State 

% Occupation What  R.  R.  or  Ex.  Co 

p IF  BEFORE  JUNE  1,  1904, 

Yon  subscribe  for  1 Share,  this  coupon  will  he  worth  to  you  an  extra $ .49 

Jg  You  subscribe  for  2 Shares,  this  coupon  will  be  worth  to  you  an  extra 83 

g You  subscribe  for  10  Shares,  this  coupon  will  he  worth  to  you  an  extra 4.17 

g You  subscribe  for  95  Shares,  this  coupon  will  be  worth  to  you  an  extra 10.41 

g You  subscribe  for  50  Shares,  this  coupon  will  he  worth  to  you  an  extra 90.83 

g You  subscribe  for  100  Shares,  this  coupon  will  be  worth  to  you  an  extra 41.67 

g You  cannot  possibly  do  better  with  any  spare  cash  you  may  have.  Be  sure  to  send  fi 

g your  SUBSCRIPTIONS  through  the  Metropolitan  Trust  A Savings  Bank,  Chicago.  § 
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